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Abhy— EiOHuoND  Barraoks.  Dublin— Question,  Sir  James  Fergusson ;  An- 
swer, The  Fioanoial  Secretary,  War  Department  (Mr.  H.  S.  Northcote)  811 

Uadaoascab— Treaty  with  Fkakce— Questions,  Mr.  Johnston,  6ir  Charles 

W,  Dilke ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Bourke)      . .  312 

Ceimr  and  Outbaqe  (Ireland) — Alleged  Cruelty  to  a  "Boycotted" 
Woman — Questions,  Mr.  Stanley  Leighton,  Mr.  Healy;  Answers,  Sir 
William  Hart  Dyke  . .  . .  . .  . .  812 

Navy— SHiPBUiLDiNa  on  the  Tynb— Question,  Mr.  Broadhurst;  Answer, 

The  First  Lord  (Lord  Qeorge  Hamilton)  . .  . .  . .  813 
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BtTKUAH  —  The  Bhitibh  ATrrnoHinEs  —  Military  Exeoutiohs  —  The 
Provost  Mabshal — Questions,  Sir  George  Campbell,  Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan,  Mr.  O'Kelly,  Mr.  Oonybeare,  Dr.  Cameron ;  Aoswem,  The 
Secretary  of  State  (Lord  Bandolph  Ghurobill)  . .  . .  314 

India — The  Uncotekanted  Citil  Seevice— Question,  Mr.  Serjeant  Simon  j 

Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  (Lord  Bandolpb  Churchill)  . .  317 

Sale  of  Ltcoxicatino  Liqttorb — Lxgislatioh — Question,  Mr.  T.  Watson ; 

Answw,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  . .  . .  317 

Seed  Supply  (Irblahd)  Act— Foitsth  iHSTAUCEin'  of  Bate — ^Fobtpoke- 
icEirr  OF  FAYUEirr— Question,  Colonel  Nolan ;  Answer,  Sir  William 
Hart  Dyke     ..  ..  ..  ..  ..318 

Ikddstries  and  Salmon  FisHBaiES  (Ibeland) — The  Select  Couhittees — 
Ee-appointmeht— Question,  Mr.  Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  ..  ..  ..  ,.318 

Ehglanb  and  Greece — OoLLEcrrvE  Note  of  tee  European  Powers  — 
Questions,  Mr.  Chamberlain ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
(Mr.  Bourke)  . .  . .  . .  . .  318 

Paellutbnt — Business  of  the  House — Condition  of  Irelaio) — Question, 

Lord  Claud  Hamilton;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer     . .  319 

The  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary — Question,  Lord  Charles  Bereeford ;  An- 
swer, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    , .  . .  . .  320 

Pabltamekt— The  New  Eules  of  Prooedure — Question,  Mr.  Baikes ;  An- 
swer, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    . .  . .  . .  320 

ORDER   OF  THE  DAY, 


%1SVttmi  in  ^nsinet  to  |^ct  ^aj^t|i'0  iKost  ffiiactoue  j&pml)— [Axuourksd 
Debate]  [Third  Nioht] — 
Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [2l8t  January:] 
—Question  again  proposed : — Debate  resumed  321 

BuRUAH— Military  Operations— Ikcidenoe  op  Cost — 
Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  end  of  the  6fch  paia|f;raph,  to  add  the  words—  "  But  this  House  humbly  expresBea  to 
Her  Majesty  their  ragret  that  the  Revenues  of  India  have  beeu  applied  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  military  (^eratioos  carried  on  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ava,  witJunit  the 
coQseot  of  Parliament  as  required  by  'The  (jovemment  of  India  Act,  1858,'"— (Jfr. 
HunUr)  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  321 

Quealdon  proposed,  That  those  words  be  there  added : " — ^After  debate, 
Amendment,  by  leare,  withdrawn. 

Agriccltcral  Depression — Amendment  proposed. 

By  inserting:,  after  the  word  "Agriculture,"  in  the  llth  paragraph,  the  words,  "and 
humbly  to  represent  the  preesm^  necessity  for  aecurmg  without  delay  to  the 
ealtirators  of  the  B(nl  such  conditions  of  tenure  as  will  aid  and  encourage  them  to 
meet  the  new  and  trying  oironmstances  in  wbtch  the  Agriculture  of  tho  Country  is 
placed,"— (Jfr.  £(irctoy)  ..  ..  ..348 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted : " — After  debate. 
Moved,  *'  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,"— (5(r  Richard  TempU  :) 
— After  further  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  *^e  there  inserted  "  . .  894 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — (Mr, 
Ktmber :) — Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  put,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted:" — The  House  divided; 
Ayes  183,  Noes  211  ;  Majority  28. 

Dirision  List,  Ayes  and  Noes  . .  . .  . .  400 

Uain  Question  proposed  t—Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," 
•-{Mr.  Jme  CoUingt :) — Question  put,  and  agreed  to  .'—Debate  adjwmed 
till  To-merrwtt, 
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New  Teer  ..  . .  . .  . .  . .  405 

Land  Kegiatry  BUI  (No.  7)- 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2',"— (n«  Lord  Chancellor)  . .  406 

Jiotioa  agreed  to  : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly;  Committee  negatived :  Then 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXV.  considered  (according  to  Order),  and  dia- 
pmted  wtth  i  Bill  read  3*,  ooApaMed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons.  [4.30.] 

COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  JANUARY  26. 
FBI  V  ATE  BUSINESS. 

pABUAXEirr— SxAiTDura  Obdxhs— Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 

nomnated : — last  of  the  Committee  407 

CoMMiTiBB  OP  Selection — Nokination  of  Gommittee 

Muved,  "  That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do  conaiat  of  Nine  Members," — 
(Sir  John  R.  Mowbray)        . .  . .  . .  .407 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  *'  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,*' — {Mr. 
J.  W.  Barclay :) — After  further  short  debate,  Question  put: — The  House 
divided;  Ayes  43,  Noes  3d9;  Majority  356.— {Dir.  list,  No.  2.) 

Original  Qoestion  again  proposed  , ,  . ,  . .  415 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  the  name  of  Lord  Edward  Cavendish  be  placed  upon  the 
Committee," — (Sir  John  R.  Mowhrei/  :)—A.f!teT  short  debate,  Question 
put,  and  asreed  to :  —last  of  the  Committee  . .  .,416 
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Fabuauert — Obdbb  of  Busivxss— Questions,  Mr.  Woodall,  Mr.  Labou- 
chere,  Mr.  Gladstone,  Mr.  Joseph  Cowen,  Mr.  Parnell;  Answers,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mir.  Speaker  . .  429 

Double  Eetubn — Eastebn  Division  of  Donegal  and  Ossobt  Division  of 
Queen's  County — Mr.  Abthue  O'Connos,  returned  for  the  Eastern 
Division  of  Donegal,  and  for  the  Ossory  Division  of  Queen's  Oounty, 
stated  that  he  elected  to  sit  for  £ast  Donegal. 

MOTION, 

Fabliajcbiit — BusiMEas  of  the  House — 

JToMd^  '*  Thai  tba  Order  oi  the  Day  for  resamiiiK  the  Adjourned  Debate  oa  the  Addreu, 
ia  Answar  to  Her  Hajesty'B  Host  Qradous  Speech,  btvo  precedence,  ^ia  day,  over 
tiie  Notices  of  Motion^'— -(JTr.  ChanaUor  of  th$  Exehtgvir)  .,  ..  43X 

After  short  debate,  Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oat  all  the  vorda  after  the  word  "precedence,"  to  the  end  of  the  Qaastion, 
in  order  to  add  the  words,  *'  on  all  days  on  which  it  is  set  down  over  Notioes  of 
Motions  and  Orders  of  the  Day," — {3fr.  ParneU.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question :  " — After  further  short  debate,  Amendment^  by  leave, 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words, 
**  and  To-morrow  over  other  Orders  of  the  Day  and  the  Notices  of 
Motions," — (5ir  WiUiam  Sarcourt.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added,"  put,  and  agrwd  to : — ^Main 
Qaeetion,  as  amended,  put,  and  agrMd  to. 


OBDEB   OF  THE  DAY. 


SUbreM  fn  Stnsbin  to  %tx  ;0taj(0ts's  fflMi  ffiradoufl  JSpeedh— [ADJouBurs d 

Debate]  [Foueth  Night] — 
Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [2l8t  January :] 
— Question  again  propMC^ : — Debate  rtnmed  ..  442 

Allotments  and  Suaxl  Holdikos— Amendment  proposed, 

By  insertinj;,  after  the  word  "  transient,"  io  the  11th  paragraph,  the  words  "  bnt  this 
House  humbly  expresses  its  regret  that  no  measures  are  announced  by  Her  Majesty 
for  the  present  relief  of  these  classes,  and  especially  tor  aflfording  facilities  to  the 
agiicnltnrBl  labonrers  and  others  in  the  rural  districts  to  obtain  allotments  and  small 
boldings  on  equitable  terms  as  to  rent  and  security  of  tenure," — (Mr.  /mm  Vottinft)  44s 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  :  " — After  long 
debate.  Question  put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  329,  Noes  250; 
Majority  79. 

Division  List,  Ayes  aad^Noes  . .  . .  . .  525 

Hun  Question,  as  amended,  proposed. 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  adjourned  till  Thursday," 
— (Mr.  ChaneeUor  of  the  Exchequer  .*}— Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  this  House,  at  the  rising  of  the  House  this  day,  do  adjourn 
tin  Thursday,"— (ifr.  Chancellor  of  the  J^A^^iwr  .*)— Question  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Movedt  "  That  this  Hoose  do  now  adjourn," — (Mr.  ChaneeUor  of  the 
Bxeheqwr :)— After  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  [1-15.] 


Digitized  by 


TABLB  OP  CONTENTS. 


IX)EDS,  THUE8DAT,  JANUABT  28.  Fag» 

EOLL  OF  THE  LoRDS— 

The  LORD  GHANOELLOB  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Olerk  o<  the 
Parliaments  had  prepared  and  laid  it  on  the  Table :  The  same  was 
ordered  to     printed.    (No.  8.) 

Sereral  Lords — Took  the  Oath. 

Quebh's  Speech — ^Her  Majestt's  Ansveb  to  the  Addbvbb  reporUd    , .  531 
Addrm  and  Answer  ordwsd  to  be  printed  and  puhUtAed. 

Pabliament— Adjouknment — Resignation  op  the  Miitistet — 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  adjoorn  tiU  Monday  next/' — {The  Lord 

Pretident  of  the  Commit  VuMWit  C^mbnok)  ..  531 

Motion  agreed  to,  E^*^®.] 


COMMONS,  THURSDAY,  JANUARY  28. 

Several  other  Members  took  and  subscribed  the  Oath. 

Parliament— Pbitate  Bills— 

Onfemf,  That  the  Chairman  ot  Select  Oommittee  on  Standing  Orden  have  leave 
to  seek  a  Conference  with  the  Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  the 
purpose  of  determiniD^  C"°der  Standing  Order  79),  in  which  House  of  Pkrliament 
the  Tespective  Private  Billa  should  be  first  oonsidered,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the 

House,"— (5i>  John  Mowbray.) 

PaBLLUIZNT — AdJOUBKMENT— RBaiONATIOlT  OF  THE  MimSTRY — 

Moved,  "  That  this  House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  till  Monday  next," — 

{Mr.  OhaneeUor  of  the  Exok$qv»r)  ..  ..532 

Question  put,  and  (igreed  to. 

Mooed,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn,"— (J/r.  ChmeeUor  of  the  Exche- 
quer .*)— Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  f4.30.] 


LOBDS,  MONDAY,  1FE6BUABY  1. 
Sereral  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

PabTJAVENT — ^AltfOTTBKMENT — ^BsSIGNATIOIT  OF  TH8    MmSTBY— StATBICBNT 
OV  TEE  MaBQUEBS  07  BaLISBUBT — 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  adjourn  until  Thursday,"— (7%«  Marquee*  of 

Saliehury)      ..  ..  ,.  ..  . .  633 

Motion  agreed  to.  [4. SO.] 


COMMONS,  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  1. 

Parliament — ArjOTjaHMENT— Resignation  op  the  Ministry — Statement 
OP  THE  Chancellor  op  the  Excheqiter — 
Moved,  "  That  this  House  will,  at  the  rising  of  the  House  this  day, 

adjourn  till  Thursday,  "~-(i/r.  Chancellor  of  the  £xeheqver)  . .  534 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "That  this  House  do  now  adjourn," — {Mr.  Ckaneelhr  of  the 
I'meheqver:) — Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  [4.30.*| 

LORDS,  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  2. 
Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  only  T^-^O 
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LOKDB,  THUESDAT,  FEBEUAKT  4.  Pegt 
Several  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

PiBMAMENT — AdJOTJRNUBKT — 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn/' — {Tlu  Marquut  of  SalUhury)  535 
Uotion  agreed  to.  [4.80.] 

COMMONS,  THUESDAT,  FEBEUAET  4. 
A  Member  took  and  subsoribed  the  Oath. 

PABLIAirKNT—ADJOUENMBMT — 

Moved,  '*  That  this  House  will,  at  the  riBing  of  the  House  this  day, 

adjourn  till  Saturday,  at  Three  of  the  clook,"— (Ifr.  Arnold  Morley)  . .  586 
QuesUon  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mooed,  "  That  this  House  do  now  acljouxB,"— (Jfi*.  Jmold  Morhy  :)— 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  [4.45.] 

LORDS.  FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  6. 
Their  LordshipB  met  for  Judicial  Business  only.  [1.45.] 

COMMONS,  SATURDAY,  FEBEUAEY  6. 
A  Member  took  and  subsoribed  the  Oath. 

PAEUAMBNT — AdJOUHMMBNT — 

Betolved,  That  this  House,  at  the  rising  of  the  House  this  day,  do  adjourn 
till  Thursday  18th  February,— (ifr.  Arnold  MorUy.)  [3.45.'l 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  8. 

Loao  OEAirosLiiOB — 

The  I^rl  Qxanvizxb  acquainted  the  House  that  Her  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  create  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Farrer  Herschell,  Knight, 
Ix)rd  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  a  Peer  of  this  Realm,  by  the  title 
of  Baron  Herschell  of  the  city  of  Durham,  and  his  Lordship,  having 
retired  to  robe,  was  intoodnced  in  the  usual  manner. 

Favliament — Adjouhnmekt — 

Moved,  "  That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  until  Thursday,  the 
18th  in8tant,"~(Jairj  QramiUe)             ..  . .  . .  538 

Motion  agreed  to.  [4. 1 5.] 

LORDS,  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  9. 
Their  Iiordships  met  for  Judicial  Bouness  only.  [^'^-l 

LORDS,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  11. 
Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  only.  [3.45.] 

LORDS,  FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  12. 
Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  only.  [^-^O 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  15. 

Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial  Business  only.  [2.0.  ] 

VOL.  OCOU.   [third  skuies.]  [  ] 
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0BDER8   OF  THE  DAY. 


Sltibress  m  Snetner  to  ^ti  JKajntg'fl  ^ost  (Stacfoiut  Speccft— Adjoxtbhsd 
Debate   [Fifth  Night") — 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Main  Question,  as 
amended  [26th  January :] — Main  Question,  as  amended,  again  pro- 
posed : — Debate  returned  . .  . .  607 

After  debate.  Amendment  proposed. 

At  the  end  of  the  16tb  paragraph,  to  insert  tho  words, — "  This  House  humbly  expresRes 
its  regret  that  in  Her  Maj^ty's  Gtiacions  Speech  the  reference  to  the  condition  of  the 
pec^d  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland  is  of  a  vague  and  indefinite  character, 
ana  contains  no  Batiafoctory  asaorance  that  such  Legislation  aa  the  serions  natara  of 
tlie  case  demanda  will  be  andertaken,  and  is  of  opinion  that,  until  a  Land  Bill  dealing 
in  a  comprehensive  manner  with  the  j^oved  and  admitted  grievances  of  the  Highland 
People  has  been  passed  into  Law,  the  Civil  or  Military  Forces  of  the  Crown  should  not 
be  employed  to  evict  those  People  from  their  hereditary  homes," — {Hr.  Maefarlane)  642 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted  :  " — ^After  further 
debate,  Question  put : — The  House  divided;  Ayes  104,  Noes  234 ;  Ma- 
jority  130.— (Div.  List,  No.  4.) 

Uaia  Question,  as  amended,  put,^and  agreed  to. 

Committee  appmnted,  to  draw  up  an  Address  to  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty  upon  the 
Hid  BesoliitifMt :— list  oi  the  Committee  ..  ..  668 

The  Address  in  Akbwsb  to  the  Queen's  Speeoh — Beport  of  Address 

brought  up,  and  read  , .  . .  . .  . .  663 

After  short  debate,  Address  agreed  io: — To  be  presented  by  Priyy 
OoonoiUors. 
BrppLT—  ' 
M$Mh§df  That  this  House  willi  Tb-swrrow,  resolre  itself  into  a  Committee 

to  consider  of  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty. 
Estimates  referred. 

Wats  axd  Msaeb — 

Seeohed,  That  this  House  will,  Sh-Kunrowt  resolve  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
to  consider  of  the  Ways  and  Means  for  raiaiDg  the  Sup^  to  be  granted 
to  Her  Majes^.  — —  ~ 

Bhop  Hours  Regulation  Bill  [Bill  66}— 
JSoved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— (5f  r  John  LuhbotA)  679 
After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to ;— Bill  read  a  second  time. 
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SuFFLT — Order  for  Oonunittee  read  ;  Motion  made,  and  QvestioB  proposed, 
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Esthcatss,  1885-6) — 
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(i.)  £3,300,  Fumitare  of  Pablio  Offices,  Great  Britam.— Aft«r  abort  debate,  Vote 

agreed  to  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  726 

l2.)  £600,  Metropolitan  Police  Oonrt  BaildiDgrB.~AfteT  abort  debate,  Vote  affreed  to  727 
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4.  )  £450,  House  of  Ckunmons  Offices. 
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(6.)  £500,  ColoniJ  Office. 

(7.)  £31,  Bankruptcy  Department  of  Um  Board  of  Trade.— After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to  ..  ••  .«  763 

(8.)  £2,371,  Cbarity  Commission. 
(9.]  £2,100,  Civil  Service  Commission. 
(to.)  £7,480,  Local  Oovemment  Board. 

(II.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,430,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Cbarge  wbicb  will  coma  in  oourse  of  payment 
doriag  tiie  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  fixpenses  of  the 
Office  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  for  Scotland  "  ..  ..  764 

After  short  debate,  .tfotftfij,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,930,  be  granted,  Jto.," — 
(hr.  Cameron  ;]— Question  put: — The  Committee  (fin'dinf/ Ayes  52,  Noes  110;Ma- 
jority  68.— (Div.  list,  No.  7.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(13.)  £100,  Lord  Lieutenant's  Household,  Ireland. 

(13.)  £159,  Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey,  Ireland. 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justiob. 

(14.)  £6,383,  County  Courta.— After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to     *.  ..  776 

(ic.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  Sapplementaty  sum,  not  exceed- 
iDg  £1,327,  be  granted  to  Her  Mfyesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  vill  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  endiw  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1886,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scotland,  and  other 
Legal  Charges "    . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  779 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  "That  the  Vote  be  omitted,"— (Jfr.  /aob :)— After 
further  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exoeeding 
£41,  be  granted,  &c.,"— (Dr.  Amtfron)  ..  ..  790 

After  short  debate,  Question  put:— Hie  Committee  dtvOtd;  Ayea  117*  Noes  186; 
Majority  19.-Hl>i7-  I^st,  No.  8.) 
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Vote  agned  to. 

Beaolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Mauh^  next ;  Oommittee  to  ait  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

Theatres,  &c.  (BfetropoliB)  Bill  |.Bill  69]— 
Mw^i  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time/' — (Jfr.  i>t«M- 

BartUmd)      . .  . .  . .  837 

Moved,  "That  the  Debate  be  now  a^onrned, "—(ifr.  B.  H.  FowUr:)— 

After  short  debate,  If otion  a$r$ed  to ; — Debate  udj'ounud  till  WtdMtday 

17th  March. 

MOTIONS, 


DisauAimoATion  of  Meidehs — Mb.  Ootatiits  YAUOHAir  Mobqah — Motion 

FOB  A  SbLBCT  OoUHITTBE — 
Moved,  "  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  Seven  Members  to  consider 
whether  Mr.  Ootavius  VauRhan  Motgan  is  disiiualifled  from  sitting  and  voting  as  a 
Member  of  this  House,  under  the  Statute  2S  Gleorge  3,  c  4fi,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  th^^n,^'— ^5fr  John  LuNtooK)  , ,  , ,  , ,  939 

Motion  i^rwd  to. 
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Coal  ICnes  Bill— Onfc«rf  (5ir  nUUri  Crott,  Mr.  Stuart- Worthy,  Mr.  FortcootC)  ;  jfr*. 

(«ttf«ii,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  92]  . .  . .  , .  841 

Olebe  Lands  "BlXi—Ordtrtd  {Sir  Rithard  Croti,  Sir  diehard  Wtitter,  Mr.  Qrtgory); 

jnvMiitf^ULd  read  the  flrrt  time  [BUI  98}  ..  ..  ..  841 

Ci^bOlll  ftBd  CastUBaiy  Twnre  "BSXL—OrdertdiMr.  BanitUr  FUieh^M't  Mr.  0.  M. 

Wamingttm^  Mr.  B.  Z.  JT.  Zawion) ;  prtamted,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  94]  841 

Common  JorieB  Bemnneration  "EQU—Ordered  {Mr.  Cnmptm,  Mr.  Loekwood,  Mr. 
Sngefu  Waten,  Sir  John  Swinhurm,  Mr.  Jthnt)  \  pretenied,  and  read  tiie  first  time 
[BiU95]  ..  ..  ..  ..  841 

Ground  Qame  Act  (1880)  Amendment  "BiX^— Ordered  {Mr.  Cromptm,  Mr.  A.  s. 

WtnUrboihtmf  Mr.  Eupene  Waton,  Mr.  Ohanning) ;  pretanied,  and  read  the  first  time 
[BiUfl6]  ..  ..  ..  ..  „  842 

Sailway  Beg^nlation  ^Hl^Ordtred  {Mr,  Channing,  Mr.  Joseph  Lnmtar,  Mr.  John  Wil- 
am  {Ihirham),  Mr.  0.  8.  ParJtar,  Mr.  Jiaeobft,  Mr,  Lawmm) ;  prumMf  and  read  the 
tint  time  [BiU  97]    ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  842 

Edncation,  (Scotiand)  (ScllOOl  Fees)  BiJl— Ordered  {Mr,  ^HerUnd,  Sir  Eerhert 
Maxwell,  Mr,  Fintayeon,  Dr.  Farquharton,  Mr.  BucAattan,  Mr.  Xoet) ;  preeenied,  and 
read  the  fint  time  [Bin  98]  ..  ,.  ..  842 

CommoBB  and  IncloBure  Acts  Amendment  "BU}— Ordered  {Mr.  Walter  Jam*,  Mr. 

Storp.Matkekftu,  Mr.  Jeieeif,  Mr.  Cobb) ;  preeented,  and  read  the  firtt  time  [Bill  99]  , .  843 

Farliamentaxy  Toters  (B^iiitration)  "MlX—Ordered  {Sir  ji^an  OaHn^d,  Mr. 

Laboucharet  Mr.  SebtoH,  Mr.  M'Xver) ;  proeenUd,  and  read  the  flnit  time  [Bill  100]  , .  842 

"P&nmsa — 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  asBist  Mr.  Speaker  in  all  matters 
which  relate  to  the  Printing  executed  by  Order  of  this  House,  and  for  the  putpose  of 
selecting  and  arranging  for  Printing  Betums  and  Papers  presented  in  pursuance  of 
AIoUoiu  made  by  Members  of  this  House :— LUt  of  the  Committee  . .  . .  g42 

LORBS,  MONDAY,  FBBETJART  22. 

HiTBOFOLis — Tjib  Beoxkt  Biots — Question  The  Earl  of  Limerick ;  Answer, 

Lord  Thnrlow  . .  . .  843 

Allotmebtb — Motion  fob  a  Eeturh" — 
Moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House— 

"  Return  (1.)  of  all  agricultural  holdings  in  England  and  Wales,  both  of  arable  and 
pasture  land,  occupied  as  allotmente  or  field  garaens,  of  one-eighth  of  an  acre  and  not 
exceeding  four  acres ;  (2.)  of  all  garden  alubnenta  exceeding  (me-eighth  of  an  acre 
attached  to  cottages ;  (3. )  of  all  charitable  trusts  in  £ngland  and  Wales  the  trustees 
of  which  are  trustees  within  the  meaning  of  the  first  and  fourth  clauses  of  the 
Allotmeni8Bxten8ionAot.l882,''— (^Af^lff/OfwAw]  ..  ..  843 

After  Bhort  debate,  Motion  (b;  leave  of  the  House)  withdrawn. 

KiHODOic  OF  Ata — Eesolution — Moved  to  resolve — 
"That  Her  Uajest;  having  directed  a  mi  itary  expedition  of  Her  forces  charged 
upon  Indian  revenues  to  be  despatched  against  the  King  of  Ava,  this  House  con- 
sents that  the  revenues  of  India  shall  be  applied  to  defray  the  expensesof  the  military 
opezaiions  which  may  be  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontins  of  Her  Mjges^'s 
ludUmPoesesstons,"— (TAtf  far;  o/fiini«r£fy)       ..  ..  ..  849 

After  debate,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Marriagea  Validity  BUI  (No.  U)— 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*,"— (T^o  lord  Bithap  of  Carlitle)  , .  866 
After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  eom- 
mittad  to  a  Committee  of  tiie  Whole  House  on  ThwrUay  next. 
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MmJ,  "  That,  ITer  Majesty  having  directed  a  Military  expedition  of  Her  forces  charged 
upon  Indian  reTcnues  to  be  despatched  against  the  King  of  Ava,  this  Uonse  con- 
■rats  that  the  revennee  of  India  shall  be  applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Military 
operations  vhich  may  be  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of  Her  Mi^eefy's 
Indian  possesrions,"— (ffu-  Vghtrei  Ka^-Shuttbworth)  . ,  . ,  089 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oat  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the  end  of  the  Qaeetion,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  "  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  nnjoat  to  defray  the  e:q»enaes  of 
the  Military  operations  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ava  oat  of  the  rerenaee  of  India,"— (Jfr. 
^Mitf^r,)— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  ^art  of 
the  Question:" — ^After  debate.  Question  put: — ^The  House  divided; 
Ayes  297,  Noes  82 ;  Majority  215. 

Division  last,  Ayes  and  Noes  . .  . .  . .  986 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

0BDEB8  OF  THE  DAY. 


Supply — Kipobt — Besolutions  [19th  Februaiy]  rtijior^ti  ..  989 

Kesolution  1  to  12,  indnstTe,  agreed  to. 

Seaolution  13  (£159,  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  General  Yaluation 
and  Boundary  Surrey  of  Ireland) : — After  short  debate,  Besolution 
agrud  to. 

Besolutions  14  to  16  agreed  to. 

Besolntion  17  (£7,400,  Constabulary  Force  in  Lreland)  994 
After  short  debate,  fiesolution  agreed  to. 

Land  Begistry  BUI  [Zortb]  [BUI  91]— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— (JA*.  ff.  B.  Fowhr)  996 
2U9edj  "Thatthe  Debate  be  nov.adjoumed/'—^iTr. /nM;)~After  short 
debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 
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Zand  Beguiry  JiW— ooniinued. 

Original  Question  again  proposed  . .  . .  . .  1002 

After  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  agretd  to : — ^Bill  read  a 
■eoond  time,  and  emmiM  for  Ta-morrow, 

MOTIONS. 


DiTDowED  Schools  Acts— IfOTioiv  por  a  Svleot  Gohuittbe' 

Movtd,  "  That  a  Select  Committee  he  appointed  '  to  inquire  into  the  operation  of  *  The 
Endowed  Schools  Act,  1869/  and  the  amendiog  Acts,  and  to  conaidcr  and  report  how 
faritmay  he  expedient  to  amend  the  powers  exorcised  under  them  by  the  Chantj  Oom- 
mismoners,''— (^ir  XyoM  J%iji/atr)  ..  ,,  1006 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bivers  Purification  Bill— Orilerad  {Mr.  Sa»titig»,  Sir  Edward  Birkb«ek,  Lord  CharUi 
Bareaford,  Sir  W.  Quyer  Hunter,  Qeneral  Sir  William  CroetrnM,  Colonel  Sandifo);  pre- 
tttUtd,  and  read  the  first  time  [BiU  lOlj  ..  1006 

Hines  "SSi— Ordered  {Mr,  Cmybeare,  Mr.  £orla*«,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  BlaJu,  Mr.  AIUooh,  Mr. 
Abraham  {Rhondda  Valtey),  Mr.  Mtuon,  Mr.  Saimder$) ;  premtitd,  and  read  the  fixat  time 
[BiU  102]  ..  ..  „  ..  1007 

Park  Comer  (New  Streets)  "BWi— Ordered  {Mr.  Leveiom  Oowr,  Mr.  FowUry  Mr. 

Broadhuret);  preaented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  103]  .,  1007 

Leaseliolds  (Facilities  of  Fnrchase  of  Fee  Simple)  BiXi— Ordered  {Mr.  Zamon, 

Mr.  Burty  Mr.  Puletton,  Colonel  Sughet-SalMt,  Mr.  Sotden,  Mr.  Arthur  Ofhen) ; 
^fWRto^  and  read  the  first  time  [Billl04]  ..  -..  ..  1007 

Bemoral  Terms  (Ba^hs)  (Scotland]  Act  (1881)  Amendment  Bill— <>r^«<2(jrr. 

Edmrmd  Robertson,  Mr.  J.  W.  BareUty,  Mr.  Eugmt  jraeon)';  presented,  and  zead  the 
first  time  [BillI05]  ..  ..  ..  ..  1007 

Ccrrupt  Practices  (Municipal  Elections)  (Scotland)  BiM~Ordered  {Mr.  Sdmmd 

Rabertaon,  Mr.  W.  A  Hunter);  preaented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  106]  ..  1007 

KrrcHEH  Alfc  Eefrbbhuent  KooMa  (House  of  Oomhons) — 

Committee  appointed,  "  to  control  the  arrangements  of  the  Kitchen  and  Refrealunent 
Kooms,  in  the  department  of  the  Serjeant  of  Arms  attending  this  House :  " — List  of 
the  Committee         . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1007 

Glebe  Loans  (Ireland)  Acts  Continnance  Bi]l- Ordered  {Mr.  John  Moriey,  Mr. 

JZfiify  ;  frwwtfA^  and  read  the  first-time  [Bill  107]  ..  .*  1008 

Coal  Hines  Regulation  Act  (1872}  Amendment  Bill— C*ri«r<»«(^r.  Arthur  0''Con- 

nor,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  ;  preaented,  and  read  the  first  time  [BUI  108]  . .  1008 

Aeal  Assets  AdministrAtion  Bill — Ordered  {Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  M*ZareH,  Mr, 

Motloy) ;  preaented,  and  read  the  first  time  [BiU  109]  . .  . .  . .  1008 

[1.30.j 

LORDS,  TUESDAY,  FEBRUAET  23. 

Navy— Coast  Defences — Resolution— 

Moved,  "  That  there  he  laid  before  this  House  Reports  of  Admiral  Hamilton  or  of  any 
other  officer  commissioned  to  inquire  into  Coast  Defences  and  the  Royal  Kavat  Volun- 
teer Artillery  OorpB,'i-~(  ^Ax  Viaeount  SidmoHth)      ..  ..  ..  1008 

After  short  debate,  lUlotion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  withdrawn. 

The  Metbofoutan  Police  Foros — Defartuental  Oouhittbe  or  1879  — 
Questions,  Observations,  Yisoount  Knfield,  Yisooant  Uidleton ;  Replies, 
Lord  Aberdare,  Lord  Thurlow  ..  1012 

L6.1fi.] 
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IxFiRULL  Rbvencr  (IsBLjurD  AKD  GuAT  Beitain) — emtituud. 

1861,  1871,  and  1881,  aad  a  like  Betora  for  Great  Britain  for  the 'same  years,  bein^  in 
both  cases  a  continuation,  in  like  form,  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  407,  of  Session 
\^li,"—{8ir  Jotepk  M'Kmna)  ..  ..  ..  1089 

After  debate,  Amendment  made,  in  lines  3  and  4,  by  leaving  out  the 
Tords  "C^eat  Britain,"  and  insertiDg  the  vords  "  Engluid  and  Soot- 
land,"  instead  thereof. 

Main  Question,  as  amendedi  put,  and  asr»$d  U. 

Appointments  ttndxb  the  Qu>tn — Honov  pob  a  Sklect  jOomirrrEE — 

Mootd,  "  TbaX  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  ioqnin  into  the  method  of  appoint- 
ment and  apportionment  of  salaries  and  dnties  under  the  Crown,*'— (Jfr.  CouHam)  . .  1 074 

After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  witMrawn. 

OBDBB  OF  TBE  DA  7, 


Smptoyera'  liiability-  Act  (1880)  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  60]— 
Mov»d,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Arthur 

(y  Connor)      ..  ..  ..  1079 

After  debate.  Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Viacount 

Oranhome :) — After  further  short  debate,  Qnesiion  put,  and  neffotwtd. 
Original  Question  again  proposed  ..  ..  .,1103 

After  short  debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  offfetd  to : — Bill  read  a 

second  time. 

Mixed,  "  That  the  BiU  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  that  it  bo  an  InBtruotiou 
to  the  Committee  that  they  have  power  to  inquire  into  the  operation  of  '  The 
Employers'  Liability  Act,  1880 '". .  . .  . .  . .  11 14 

After  short  debate,  Motion  ogrMd  to : — BiU  eommitied  to  a  Select  Oom- 
mittee. 

Ordtni,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  that  th^  have  power  to  inqnire 
into  the  operation  of  "The  Emi^oyers'  Liability  Act,  1880 Power  to  send  for 
praKou,  papen,  and  nwtit. 


Knes  Rating  "BiiX—Ordtrul  [Mr.  Wmrmii^toH,  Mr.  Ihtcktr,  Mr.  Gobi)  ..  1115 

PVBLIO  AOOOUNTS  OoXMITTSE — 

Select  Committee  luminaied : — ^tdst  of  the  Oommittee      . ,  ..1115 

[12.46.] 

LOBDS,  WEDNESDAY,  FEBBUABY  24. 
Thmr  Lwdships  met  for  Judicial  Bnnnesa  only.  [11.4fi.] 

COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUAET  24. 
Hr.  Ootattus  Vauohaw  Mobgan — 

Oritrti,  That  the  Order  [lOth  February],  appointing  a  Select  Committee  to  consider 
whethw  Ur.  Oatavios  Taughan  Morgan  is  disqnaUfisd  from  sitting  and  voting  as  a 
Hsmbtr  of  this  Hovs^  be  rnd  and  di»Aarg«dt—{8ir  John  LiMnvk.) 

QUESTION. 

FuBUO  MssnNos — Spbboq  op  Lobd  Bandolph  Ohvrcbill  at  Bxlpast — 
Question,  Mr.  Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Motley)  ..  ..  ..  ..  1116 
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Tenure  of  Town  Houses  (Ireland)  Bill  [Bill  ii]— 
Movedf  <•  That  the  BUI  be  now  read  a  second  time/'— (Jff.  CriUf)  1117 
After  long  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn Bill  withdruwn. 

Copyhold  Enfranchisement  Bill  [Bill  26]— 

Hoved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— (1ft-.  C.  ff.  Jarnu)  1159 
After  short  debate,  Motion  agr0$d  to  : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  mm- 

mitted  for  Monday  22Dd  March. 

Uetropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Water  Supply,  &c.)  Bill  [Bill  84] 
Jtfbwi,   «That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time/'— (Sir  Janut 

WQartUHogg)  ..  ..  ..  1164 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leare  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 

Question  to  add  the  words  "upon  this  day  six  months," — (i/r.  Coopf.) 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question :  " 

— After  short  debate,  it  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  Six  of  the 

clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

MOTIONS. 
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Fuliey,  Mr.  Thomat  Blake,  Mr.  WinterhotAam,  Mr.  Wgrmington)  ;  pretented,  and  read 
theflrattime  [BiU  111]  ..  ..  ..  ..  1168 

Payment  of  Members  "BlSi—Ord^red  (i/r.  Spemlej/,  Mr.  Zeiiouehere,  Mr.  Laman,  Mr. 

Soyd-Xinnemrt  Mr.  Conyhtare)  ;  pretented^  and  read  the  first  time  [BiU  112]  . .  1168 

Laad  Tax  GommisBioners*  Hames  Mil— Ordered  {Mr.  imnton  Gower,  Mr.  Smry  M. 

Fcwier)  ;  prnented,  and  read  tbe  flnt  time  [BUI  113]  ..  ..  1168 

School  Fees  of  Non-Faupera  Bill— Ordered  {Mr.  ZUweUj/nt  Sir  Bichard  Paytt,  Mr. 

Hobhouee)  ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  114]  . .  . .  1168 

Income  Tax  Administration  Amendment  "Bill—Ordered  {Mr.  SUbhard,  Sir  Charlea 

Fertter,  Mr.  Zeatham,  Mr.  WkitUy) ;  pretented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  llfi]      .,  1169 

Merohaudise  Marks  Act  (1862)  Amendment  mi-Ordtred  {Mr.  Atkmead-Burtutt, 

Mr.  Joeeph  ComH,  Mr.  Stum-t'  Wmitey,  Mr.  Badtn-FomU,  ViiamHt  Ci^bonu) ;  jwv- 
*MfMf,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  116]  ..  ..  1169 

[6.60.] 

LORDS,  THURSDAY,  FEBEUAET  26. 

Freshwater  Fisheries  (Eels)  BiU  (No.  15)— 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2V'—(7Ti*Xorrf2%wfow)  ..  1169 

Motion  agned  to : — Bill  read  2'  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Oommittee 

of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

Thb  New  Pubuc  Offices — ^Resolutioh — Moved  to  resolve — 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  no  further  etepa  either  of  demolition  or  oonatmctton 
ought  to  be  taken  under  the  Fahlio  Offices  Site  Act  before  Hot  Majesty's  Gh>venuneat 
have  heaid  Uia  deputation  from  the  Institute  of  Architects,  arranged  to  take  place  on 
the  lot  of  March  next,"— (JAo  Lord  Stratheden  and  CtmpbeU)        ..  ..  1170 

After  short  debate,  Motion  (by  leare  of  the  Hoose)  witMravm, 
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00UH0N8,  THTTBSBAY,  FEBBUAItT  25. 
PRIVATS    B U SIN ESS , 


PlBUAJtENT — STANSINa  ObDEBS — 

QaeBtion»  in  Standing  Order  ISSa,  in  line  49,  after  the  word  "Metro- 
polis," to  leave  out  the  words  *'  or  Scotland/*  put,  and  a^wd  to       . .  1188 

Question,  in  line  50,  after  the  word  "  D^artment,"  to  insert  the  words 
**  and  as  regards  Scotland^  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,"  put,  and  agrttd 
U. 

BmrAsr  HAnr  Dbaikaqb  Bii;l— Bbboltttion — 
Moved,    That  the  Petition  against  the  Belfast  Main  Drainage  Bill,  depo- 
sited in  the  Private  Bill  Office  on  the  19th  instant,  be  printed  and  circu- 
lated with  the  Totes,"— (ifr.  Mo»)       ..  ..  ..1189 

Uotiott  agreed  to. 

NOTICE. 


PAxUAJOurr — Obdeb^Akouhxntatitb  Qubsxiovs  —  Notice  of  Question, 
Oolonel  Waring ;  Questions,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  T.  F.  O'Connor ;  Answers, 
Mr.  Speaker  ..  ..  1190 


QVBBTI0N8, 
— 0.^— 

ViuxB— IiraixoT(»  07  Slath  avd  Sxtt  Qvabbibb— Question,  Mr.  Jones- 
Party  ;  Answer,  The  Seoretaiy  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Childers)       ..  ..  ..  ..  1191 

BoTAL  Ibish  Oonstabulabt — ^Allboed  Disobseb — OoNDircr  07  Police  at 
BsBNETSBBiDOB,  Co-  EzLEEiTNY — QueBtion,  Mr.  Marum ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  . .  1191 

Bailwats — Hailwat  Co uplinos— Question,  Mr.  Channing  ;  Answer,  The 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mundella)  ..  ..1193 

IbBLARD         OoMinBSIONEEB    OF   CHARITABLE    DONATIONS    AND    BeQUESTB — 

"  Belfast  White  Linen  Hall" — Question,  Mr.  Biggar;  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)       ..  ..1198 
Ska  and  Coast  Fishebies  (Ireland) — Qiubtanoes  of  the  Fotlb  FisheB' 
HEN— Question,  Mr.  James  O'Doherty ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  ..  ..  1198 

TOL.  OOOn.  [thibd  snoBs.]         [  /  1 
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MOTION. 


Obdxbs  of  TBI  Day— 
M»9sd,  "  Ttut  the  Ordon  of  the  "Dty  labcMtient  to  the  Ord«r  for  the  OommiUae  on  the 
Land  BMpstry  BilirXonlii]  be  postoonad  nntQ  after  tba  Notice  of  Ifotioa  for  the 
introdaoboD  of  a  BJlTrelatiiig  to  (Jnntera  in  the  Highlands  and  Ddands  (rf  Sootlaad," 
~{Mr.  GladitMt)     ..  ..  ,.  1238 

Motioni^^rMi 

OBDEB  OF.  THS  DAY. 


SUFFLT — wauidwtd  in  Oommittee  —  Oiyil  Sbbtigbs  (Sufiuiibvtaby 
Ebtheatbb,  1885-6)— 

(In  the  Oommittee.) 
Glass  17. — Eduoation,  Soibnos,  abd  Abt. 

I .)  £460,  Loodon  Unirernty.— After  short  debate,  Yota  mgrtti  to  . .  1338 

a.)  £760,  UniveiBitT  Colleges,  Wales. 

3.)  £27,700,  Poblio^noaSon,  Itsland.— After  short  dshate,  Tote  *fnti  it         . .  1334 
Class  Y. — Fobbeqit  ako  Oolobiai.  Sbbtiobs. 

(4.)  £3,000,  Slare  Trade  Serrices. 

(5.^  Motion  made,  and  Qneation  proposed,  "That  a  Supplementary  sam,  not  exceed- 
ing £1,200,  be  granted  to  Her  Maje8tv,''to  defray  Uie  Cbarse  which  will  come  in 
oourse  of  payment  during  the  year  enung  on  the  3Ist  day  01  March  1886,  in  aid  of 
Colonial  Local  Berenae,  and  to  defray  t£e  Salaries  and  AUowanoes  of  GoTemon. 
ftc,  and  other  Charges  connected  with  the  Colonies,  including  Expenses  incurred 
under  '  The  Pacifio  Islanders  Protection  Act,  1876  "'  . .  . .  1344 

After  short  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  Supplementary 
sum,  not  exceeding  £46,  be  granted,  Ac.,"— (Jfr.  T.  M.  Healff)    . .  . .  1368 

After  farther  short  debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divUUd  ;  Ayes  66,  Noes 
209 ;  Maiori^  14S.— (Div.  Ust,  No.  10.) 
Urigmal  Qnesoon  pot,  and  lyrvstf  to. 

Glass  TI. — Nob-Effbotivk  abs  OHABiTAm:.B  SBBTioea. 

(6.)  £8,000,  Superannnation  and  Betired  AUowaaoas.— After  short  debata,  Vote 
•grtedU  ,.  ..  ..  1367 

.(7*)  £613,  ^npar  Lnnatio^  Sootland. 
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SrmT— OiriL  Sbktiom  (Svpflbhsktart  Eituuiis,  188£-6)--OoQUiuttee— Mnfutwrf. 

OlASB  TH. — ^UlSOELLAJTBOTTa. 
(8.)  ^2,700,  RegiatraiiOQ  of  Voters,  England.— After  short  de1»to,  Vote  agmi  U  . .  1281 
(9  )  ^2,000,  Registration  of  Voters,  Irelknd.— After  short  debate,  Vote  t^nti  to  . .  1266 

"RswssTJJt  Departuents. 

10.  )  dSl2,000,  Inland  Berenue.— After  short  debate,  Vote  agnei  to  . .  1271 

1 1.  )  £46,000,  Post  Office.— After  ahozt  debate,  Tote  tyrMff  to      . .  . .  1278 

Natt  (Suppuuihtaby  Ebtxxatbs,  1885-6) 

(I  X.)  2,£00  Hen  and  Bojs,  Navy 

(13.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  a  Supplementary  eum,  not 
exceeding  £308,400,  he  granted  to  Her  Majaaty,  to  d^ray  the  Chane  which  will 
otnne  in  coarse  of  payment  daring  the  year  enohur  on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1886, 
to  meet  addititmal  £zpeaditare  for  Navy  Serncea"*  1285 

J£a9€4i,  <•  That  the  Item  of  £32,200,  for  Dockyards  at  Home  and  Abroad,  be  omitted 
from  the  proposed  Vote,"— (Or.  Catneron  .•)  — After  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  the 
Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,"— {Jfr.  Bruntur  :)~ 
After  further  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Alter  further  ^ort  debate,  Qaestion  put :— The  Committee  divided ;  Ayes  67,  Noea 
246;  M^ority  179.— (Div.  Idst,No.  11  :}— Aft«r  further  ihwt  debate,  Original 
Qnestionpat,  and  agreed  to. 

MtHdt  **  That  the  Ohunnau  do  report  Fzogreaa,  and  aakleaTe  to  dt  again,"— (Jfr. 
Bnmner  .*) — ^Motion  tifrted  to. 

Beaoliitiont  to  be  repwtod  Ih'wurrw  ;  Oommitfeee  to  sit  sgain  Ta'morrw. 


Vaxuaxxst — Business  of  the  Hottse  —  Obserration,  The  First  Lord  of 

The  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  . .  . .  1304 

MOTION. 


Oroftars  (Scotland)  (No.  2)  BiU- 

Mfived,  **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Lav  rdatang  to  the  tenure 
of  Land  hy  Crofters  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland,  and  for  other  purposea 
lelatinK  thereto,"— (Jfr.  Trnv^}  ..  ..  1304 

After  debate,  Qae^on  pat,  and  agrwd  to : — BUI  ortkrtd  ( Ur.  Trwelgan^ 
2%«  Lari  Advowte,  Mr.  Solicitor  Qttwal  fw  Seotlmi) ;  prMtttttd,  and 
read  the  first  time    [Bill  118.] 

ORDEH   OF  TEE  DAY, 


Limaoy  (Vacating  of  Seats)  Bill  [BUI  851— 
Order  for  Oommittee  read : — Moved,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 

Chair,"— (Dr.  Camoron)     . .  . .  , .  , .  1842 

Qaestion  put,  and  agrtid  to. 

0(»nmittee  r^ort  Brogress ;  to  sit  again  upon  TAurtdap  next. 

MOTIONS. 


BiTKES  PoLLTJnos  (RivaB  Lea) — Motion  fob  a  Select  OomaTTBB — 

Moped,  "  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  apon  the 
ctmoition  of  the  Birer  Lea,  and  to  malce  aach  recomoiendatiMU  aa  may  appear  neoea- 
aarr,"~{ifr.  Attorney  Omerut)  ..  ..  ..  1342 

After  short  debate,  Moti(m  agrood  U, 

Natiokal  PaoviDRNT  IvsiTkAiTOE— Apfohtthent  of  Select  CJommittke — 

Sdect  Oommittee  i^inted,  "to  iaqnire  into  the  best  system  of  National  Fkorideat 
Inimnoe  agiinat  Faaperism,"— (&>  Sirhert  MaxweU.) 


Digitized  by  Google 


TABLE  OF  OONOTENTa 
IFtiruaiy  25.J  Pag* 

ED170A.TZ0VAL  ENDOWnNTS — NoiUNATZOlT  OF  SeLEOT  GoUHITTEE — 
Beleci  CommUeB  nominated  : — List  of  the  Committee  . .  ..  ..  1344 

Waterworks  Rating  'BUi— Ordered  {ifr.  Otrald  Balfour,  Xr.  Dodit,  Mr.  C^Minfton, 

S.  SM9M,  Mr.  JaoitOH,  Ur.  Piston) ;  prttmM,  and  read  the  first  timo  [Bill  117]  1344 

H.30.] 

LORDS,  FBIDAT,  FEBBUABY  26. 

OOLONXES — luPBUAL  AHD  OoLOVLLL  DXFEITaBa — ADDBSeS  FOB  KzTUBVS — 

Addreas  for — 

"  Betanu  of  the  namber  of  naval  aod  military  offioerg  now  empUqred  io  the  service  of 

the  Ooloniea  by  the  permisuon  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  and  ot  the  War  Office ;  of 
officers  who  have,  in  addition  to  the  above,  applied  for  permission  so  to  serve  ;  of 
assistance  given  to  the  Colonial  Governments  in  ships,  guns,  or  other  military 
atona,"— {The  VUeomt  Sidmouth)   ..  ..  ..  I345 

After  short  debate,  Beturn  amended,  and  agr4ed  to. 

Sale   of  Foisons — Leoisiation — Question,   Obserrations,  The  Earl  of 

MiUtown ;  Beplj,  The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  (Earl  Spencer)  . .  1349 
Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Farliaueitts  aus  Office  of  the  (Jehtlb- 
UAN  Usheb  of  the  Blace  Bod  —  Motion  for  Appointneat  and 
Nomination  of  Select  Oommittee,  The  Earl  of  Bedesdau  . .  1350 

After  short  debate^  Uotion  wrwJ  #0  :~Liat  at  Hie  Oommittee  . .  1351 

[5.O.] 

COUUONS,  FBIDAY,  FEBBUABT  26. 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 
 0  

QUugw  BridgM,  ^0.  Bill  (iy  Ordtr) — 
Moved,  "  That  the  BiU  be  now  read  a  second  time  "        . .  . .  1362 

After  ehort  debate,  BCotion  ugrud  to : — ^Bill  read  a  seoond  time,  and 
eommitttd. 

PoLioB  AOT)  Santtahy  Eegtilations — Besolutioit — 

Movtd,  **  That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do  appoint  a  Committee  not  excoediag  nine 
Members,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  Private  Bills  promoted  by  Municipal  and 
other  IiQCal  Anthorities,  by  which  It  is  propoied  to  oreate  powen  mating  to  Police 
or  Sanitary  Regnlations  which  deviate  mm,  or  are  in  extenrion  of,  or  repugnant  to, 
the  General  Law. 

That  Standing  Order  1  73a  shall  be  applicable  to  all  Bills  referred  to  the  said  0<Knmitiee. 

That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

That  Five  be  the  quorum,"— (Jfr.  Broadhwtt)  ..  ..  , ,  ]  331 

Moved,  "That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,"— (JA*.  Smctonr) — After 

short  debate,  Ifotion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Main  Question  put,  and  t^roei  io. 


QUESTIONS. 


FosT  Office  (IbsIiAHd)— Affointuent  of  Surveyobb'  Clerks— Question, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)        . .  . .  . .  . .  1368 

FuBLio  Mbetinos  (Ibeland)  —  Speech  of  Mb.  G.  H.  Suith  at  Newby 
— Question,  Mr.  Alexander  Blaine ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Seoretaiy  for 
Lreland  (Mr.  John  Mwley) . .  . .  . .  . .  1369 
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Colonial  Eoclesustioal  Affoentuents— Question,  Mr.  Henry  Campbell ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osoome 
Morgan)  ..  ..  ..  1372 
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Campbell ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  1375 
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Bobert  Fowler,  Sir  Henry  Tyler ;  Answers,  TUe  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers)  ..  ,.  ..  1877 

Pensions— Questions,  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  Mr.  Labouchere;  Answen,  The 
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AsBiEES— QuestioD,  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Ur.  John  Morley)  . .  1380 

Navt  (Side  Aaus) — Bufflt  op  Cutlasses — Question,  Dr.  Cameron ;  An- 
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The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Ghilders)       . .  1381 

Law  and  Justice  (England) — Pubuo  Eieoutionb — Question,  Sir  Joseph 
Pease ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
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Emplotkks'  Liabujty  Act— Kjndbeb  Leqiblation  is  Foreign  Ooxtn- 
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swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  OampbeU-Bannerman)     ..  1391 

Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Wales) — The  New  Magistrates — 
Question,  Mr.  Labouchere ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
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—Question,  Mr.  Saunders ;  Answer,  llie  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers)  . .  . .  1392 

High  Court  of  Justice — The  Bar  Library  in  the  Law  Courts— Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answer,  The  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Lereson  Gtower)  . .  . .  . .  . .  1393 

FabZJAHENTARY  EbPRESENTATION    in   the    CoLOHIES— OOLOHIAl,  TOTUU — 

Questipn,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answer,  The  Under  Seoretaiy  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  1892 

Fabuaubht  —  Feooedubx  —  Questions  —  Question,  Gaptahi  Vemey ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Otadstone)  . .  1393 

Public  MBBTiNas— Speech  oe  Lord  Saitdolfh  Chueohxll  at  Belfast — 
Question,  Lord  Sandolph  Churchill ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasuiy  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  ..  ..1393 

The  Land  Laws— Legislation — Question,  Viscount  Ebrington;  Answer, 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  . .  1394 

Pabliament  —  Arrangement  of  Business  —  Question,  Lord  Bandolph 
Churchill;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  ..  ..  1894 

0SDJSB8  OF  TME  DAY, 
 0  

SuPNiY — Order  for  Committee  read ;  Motion  made,  and  Question  pn^HMed, 
"  That  Mr,  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair : 

Metropolis — The  METROPoijTAir  Police  Force— Oroanxzatiov — Sbso- 

lution — Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oat  from  the  word  "  Th&t "  to  the  end  of  tbe  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  "  in  the  opinion  of  this  Uoose,  no  reform  of  the  administration  and  oi^ani- 
zaUon  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  will  be  satisfactory  anlees  provision  is 
made  for  such  reform  of  the  goverDment  of  the  Metropolis  as  will  insure  to  repre- 
sentatives of  the  ratepayers  of  the  Metropolis  a  direct  control  over  their  own 
police,"— (J/i*. /am*  ^^uorf,) — instead  thereof    ..  ..  ..  I394 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question;  " — ^After  long  debate,  Question  put,  and  t^retd  to. 
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SvPTLT— Order  fw  Committee  nti—tontiniud. 

Main  Questioa  agaaa  proposed,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 

Cbair : 

LoAirs  TO  Landownsbs — Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oat  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  tiie 
words  '*  it  is  desirable  that  more  extended  facilities  should  be  givea.  by  legislation 
to  owners  of  land  to  improve  thdr  estates  hj  means  of  moneys  borrowed  on 
Terminable  Annnities  from  the  State," — {Sir  John  Swinburtu)     ..  ..  1450 

Qoestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question  :  " — After  debate,  Question  put,  and^^Mi^  ic. 

Main  Question  again  proposed,  "That  Ur.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair :  "— 

Tbkahts  of  Glebe  Lands  (Ibgl\nd) — Observations,  Mr.  W.  0*Brien; 
Seply,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlei) :— Short 
debate  thereon  ..  ,,  1473 

Ibin  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Ohair,"  by  leave, 
mthdrawn : — Committee  upon  Mimiay  next. 

Spurting  Xiands  Kating  (Scotland)  Bill  [Bill  66]— 
Kwed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — (i>A  Cawuron)     . ,  1487 
After  short  debate,  Motion  agr»»d  to :  —Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eam- 
mitUd  for  3£ondajf  next. 

MOTIONS. 

Dninage  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  FroTialonal  Order  Bill— 

Oritred  (Mr.  Levnon  Oowr,  Mr.  John  MarU]f) ;  pretmted,  and  read  the  first  time 
[Bill  119]  ..  ..  1488 

OOPTHOU)  £MTSAirOHI8E]IENT  [StAUP  DuTT] — 

thwiAnrf  in  Committee  ..  1488 

Bnohition  agrMdto;  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next. 

OnnpOUatiOll  fte  Damages  H\Bi—0rd4rtd  {Mr.  Surttary  CAildertt  Mr.  SroMdhurtt) ; 

frvsmtM^  and  rea4  the  first  time  [Bm  120]  ..  ..  1488 

JUniagM  (Attendance  of  BegiitrarB)  Bill  —  Ordmd  {Sir  RUkard  Wthur,  Sir 

XiOard  Orou,  Mr.  Sttmrt-  Wortby,  Mr.  BaggaUay) ;  prmtUtd,  and  read  the  first  time 

[BiUiail  ••  •.  1489 

[1.15.] 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  MABOH  1. 

Lunacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill  (No.  12)— 
Mov$d,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2',"— (TA*  Lwi  Chancellor)  . .  1489 

After  debate,  Motion  agreed  to ; — Bill  read  2'  accordingly,  and  eommittad 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  the  Ibth  imtant. 

Lunacy  Bill  (No.  13)— 
Mmed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*,"— (7!%«  Lord  CkmMr)  . .  1604 

Motion  agresd  to : — ^Bill  read  2'  accordingly, 

JMXi^maUbtT^liit'A-f're>ftited{Th*LerdSandhHnt)i  1504 

[6.16.1 

TOL.  OOCIL  [nntti>  bsbiis.]      [  ;  ] 
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LamhHh  Water  Bill— 
Moni,  "That  the  Bill  be  nov  read  a  second  time,"— (S*r  CHarUt  FortUr)  1505 
Aftw  short  debate.  Motion  affrtsd  to  .—Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  committed,"— (Ar  Charlu  Fonter.) 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words  "  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  Nine 
MemhetB,  Five  to  he  nominated  by  the  Hooae,  and  Four  hy  the  Committee  of 
SelecUoo,"— (Jfr.  TAorold  Rogert.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added :  " — After  short 
de^te,  Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

oommitied  to  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  Nine  Members,  J'ire  to 
be  nominated  by  the  House,  and  Four  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Movei^  "  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill,  presented  witlun  the  time  limited  by  the 
S^andtnv  Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Oommittee;  and  tbat  sach  of  tbfi  Petitioners  as 
pray  to  be  heard  by  themBoIves,  tbdr  Goansel,  Agents,  or  Witnesses,  be  heard  npon 
their  Petitions,  if  thej'  think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  faronr  of  the  Bill  against 
aoch  Petitions,"— (ifr.  Courtney.) 

.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Ordered  aoc(»dingly. 

Souihwari  and  VauxhaU  Water  BiU— 

Bill  read  a  second  time  ..  ..1511 

Bill  eommitted  to  a  Select  Oommittee,  to  consist  of  Nine  Members,  Five  to 
be  nominated  by  the  House,  and  Four  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Ordered,  TbAt  all  Petitions  affainst  the  Bill,  presented  within  the  time  limited  by  the 
Standing  Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ;  and  that  Bach  of  the  Petitioners  as 
pray  to  be  heard  by  themselves,  their  Ooaasel,  Agents,  or  Witnesses,  be  heard  npon 
their  Petitions,  if  they  think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  faronr  of  the  Bill  against 
snch  Petitions,— (JA*.  TAvrold  Jtogen.) 

NOTICE. 
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Scotland — ^Arrears  of  Bates  in  Skve— Question,  Mr.  Fraser-Mackintosb ; 

Answer,  Tbe  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  1518 
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Sn^LY — eontid^rtd  in  Oommittee— Orrn.  Sbbvice  Estzhates — 

(In  the  Oommittee.) 

OlASS  v. — FOEEIGN  AND  CoLONIAL  SeEVICES. 

(i.)  UotioD  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  Supplementary  sam,  not  exceed- 
ing £26,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
coarse  of  payment  dnring  the  year  ending  on  the  31et  day  of  March  1888,  for  the 
Expenses  of  Her  Majesty  s  Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad  "  1550 

Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  a  Sapplemeatary  sum,  not  exceeding 
£12,500,  be  granted,  &c.,"— (Jfr.  Sradfaugh ;)— After  long  debate,  Qaeatioa  put  :  — 
The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes  98,  Noes  185 ;  Mi^orify  87.— {Dir.  loi^  No.  18.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £89,210,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  tbe  Chaige  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3Ist  day  of  March  1886,  for 
certain  Chaiges  connected  with  tbe  Orange  River  Tecritory,  the  Traosvul,  Zulu- 
land,  Bechuanaland,  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  and  the  High  Commissioner  for 
SonthAfrica"      ..  ..  ..  ..  .,  1600 

After  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  lliat  a  SnpplemeaitaiT  sam, 
not  ezoeeding  £1,210,  be  granted,  &o.,"— (JTr.  Z«ftoiwA«rf;)— After  farther  lulnte, 
QneilioiL  pat:— The  Coounittee  diviied ;  Ayes  85,  Noes  229;  Htjority  144.— 
(Dir.  List,  No.  13.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed  ..  ,.  1631 

After  short  debate,  Original  Qoestioa  put,  and  i^reed  f  o. 

Abut  (SupfiiKhentart  Estdcatks,  188S>6) — 
(3.)  £100,  Warlike  Stores  and  Works.— After  short  debate,  Vote  agread  to  . .  1681 

Besolatioas  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Oonmiittee  to  at  again  upon 


Iiand  Registry  BUI  [Zorisl  [BUI  911— 

Order  for  Oommittee  read : — Mowd,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 

Ohair,"— C^r.  Emry  R.  Fowler)  . .  . ,  1639 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agrMd  to .- — Bill  eotuidered  in  CommiUee,  and 
rtportod,  without  Amendment : — ^BiU  read  the  third  time,  and  pamd, 
withont  Amendment. 

Hyde  Park  Corner  (New  Streets)  Bill  [Bill  103]— 

Moved,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — ( JUr.  Lgveson  Ootoer)  1641 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  '*  now,"  and  at  the  end  of 
tiie  Question  to  add  tilie  words  "upon  this  day  eix  months,"— (£«r<{ 
A^emm  P*rojf.) 

Queetton  proposed,  "That  the  word  '  uow  *  stand  part  of  the  Question :  " 
— After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  it : — ^Bill  read  a  sscoiLd  time,  and  oom- 
mitted  to  a  Select  Oommittee. 


Olebe  lioans  (Ireland)  Acts  Continuance  Bill  [Bill  107]— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  aecoad  time," — ( J/r.  JoAn  Horleg)  1650 

After  short  debate,  Motion  t^eed  to : — ^Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitttd  for  Monday  next. 
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MOTIONS. 


Ulstar  Oanal  and  Tyrone  Navigation  BUI-- 

Moved,  **  Tbait  leave  be  girea  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of  tha  TJlBter 
Canal  and  the  Tyrone  NavigaUon  or  Coal  Idand  Canal  from  the  Comnuasionors  of 
Fnblio  Worka  in  Ireland  to  tiie  Lagan  Navigatioa  Company,  and  for  other  pur- 
VOBMt**—{Kr.  Etnr^  S.  Rwltr)      ,.  ,.  ..  1652 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  " That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Mr* 
Arthur  <y  (hnnor :) — After  fiirther  short  debate,  Motion  agretd  to : — 
Debate  adjovrtud  till  Monday  next. 

Post  Office — Subiuxins  Teukibafh  Cohtbaox  (St.  Tinoemt  to  the  Wsbt 
Coast  of  Africa)— Bbsolotion — 

Mttved,  '<  That  the  Contract,  dated  the  19th  day  of  January  1886,  for  the  conatmctlon 
of  a  Sabmarine  Telegraph  Line  from  the  Island  of  St  Vincent  to  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa  bo  approved,"— [Jfc.  Henry  H.  Fowler)        ..  ..  ..  1662 

After  short  debate,  Debate  adfourmd  till  l^morrow. 

Shop  Honrs  B6g:alatioa  Bill— 
Select  Committee  mminated ;— Liet  of  the  CJommittee  1662 

[1.15.1 


LORDS,  TUESDAY.  MABGH  2. 

MouNi^D  Volunteer  Infantry  —  Question,  Observations,  Viscount 
Midleton;  Eeply,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  "War  (Lord 
Sandhurst)    ..  ..  ..  ..  1663 

Ventilation  of  the  Housb — Eesolution— 

Moved,  "That  the  evidence  of  John  Percy,  Esqaire,  M.D.,  taken  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliameats  and  Office  of  the  Gentleman 
Usher  of  the  BUck  Rod  in  session  1869,  be  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  that  the  same 
ha  ^mieiA," —{The  Earl  of  Limerick)  ..  ..  1664 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  io: — ^The  said  evidence  laid  on  the 
Table  accordingly,  and  to  h^prinUd.   (No.  26.) 

Electric  Lighting  Act  (1888)  Amendment  Bill  Tu-l.]  —  PrtmUod  {The  Lord 

Itapleigk) :  read  1*  (No.  26)  ..  ..  .  ..  1664 

[4.15.] 

COMMONS,  TUESDAY.  MAEOH  2. 
PBIVATE  BUSINESS. 

Baei  London  Water  Bill  {by  Order)— 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Sir  ChtirUM Foreter)  1665 
Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  bo  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  Five  to  be  nominated  by  the 
House,  and  Four  by  the  Committee  of  Selection,"—  {Mr.  TAon^  Jtogeri.) 

After  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  (o* 

Ordered,  That  all  PeUtiima  against  the  Bill,  presented  within  the  time  limited  by 
the  Standiiw  Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Committee ;  and  that  such  of  the  Potttionois 
as  pray  to  be  heard  by  themselves,  their  Counsel,  Agents,  or  Witnesses,  bo  hoard 
upon  their  Petitions,  if  they  think  fit,  and  Connsel  heud  in  favour  of  the  Bill  against 
each  Potions,— (JIfr.  TAorold  So^ert.) 


Digitized  by 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 
[Mirch  3.]  Pagg 

MitOani  Jiailwag  £iU  {hy  OrtUry- 
MmO,  "That  the  Bill  he  now  read  a  eeoond  time,"— (5"*  ChwUtFunUr)  1666 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oat  from  the  word  "  That"  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
vordfl  "  this  Hooae,  whilst  not  nnwillio^  to  consider  &TOiirahly  an  spplicatioa  from 
the  said  Company,  under  proper  conditions,  for  power  to  make  arrangement*  with 
other  Companies  tending  to  eoonomiae  the  cost  of  trannwrt  to  the  Company,  refusee  to 
entoiain  same  as  a  mere  incident  in  a  Bill  for  miscellaneouB  objects,  and 
nnacoompanied  by  the  offer  of  any  compensating  advantages  to  the  pnbuo,"— (5i> 
Btmiitrd  SamtuUon.) 

Queatioa  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part  of 
the  Question :  " — ^Atter  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now 
adjourned,"  —  (Mr.  SiawUjf  Bill  :)—Hotion  nffrwd  ie  .* — Debate  ad- 
journed till  Tkieeday  next 

Btlfui  Main  Drainagt  Bill — ^Besoluteok — 

Movtd,  "  lliat  it  be  an  Instrnotion  to  the  Committee  on  the  Belfiut  Main  Dramage  Kll, 
that  they  do  insert  in  the  "BUS!  Clanses  for  the  following  porpoees : — 

To  assimilate  the  Mnmcipal  franchise  of  the  boroogh  of  Belfast  to  the  existing 
Parliamentary'  franchise ; 

To  enable  every  person  qnalifled  to  vote  at  a  Manicipal  election  in  Bel&st  to  be  a 
candidate  for  election  to  the  ofiSce  of  coanoiUor  or  alderman  ; 

To  oonstitnte  the  present  boundary  of  the  Parliamentary  borough  of  fieUast  the 
bonndan'  of  the  Mnnicipal  boroogh,  and  to  direct  and  provide  for  a  new  dividon 
of  the  Mnnicipal  binongn  into  wards,  as  recommended  in  the  Report  of  the  Mnni- 
cipal Boundanes  (Ireland)  Commission,  dated  the  27th  of  June  1882,  and  to  au- 
thorize a  proportionate  increase  in  the  number  of  aldermen  and  oonnoillors ; 

To  provide  fw  an  entire  new  election  ol  all  the  aldermen  and  conndUors  of  the 
bonrag^  upon  the  reformsd  franoluse,  within  the  present  year,"~(Jfr.  Stxton)  |677 

Previoue  Qas$ti9n  proposed,  "That  the  Oriffiaal  Question  be  now  put," — 
(1%0  Chairman  of  Waye  and  Mean* :) — ^Auer  long  debate.  Question  pat : 
—The  Hoase  divided;  Aves  84,  Noes  200 ;  Huoritr  116.— (Dir.  last, 
No.  14.) 

NOTICE. 


MAurrBNANOB  OF  SoouL  Obdsb  (Ibsuhd)  —  Notice  of  Beaolution,  Mr. 
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ImUovb  SuTuncs — Rbsoldtiok— Mm'tnweif. 
Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  vord  "Hiat"  to  the  tmA  ^  the  Qaeation,  in  order  to  insert 
the  words  "  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  cenaider  the  best  means  of  collecting 
and  poblishing  statistics  as  to  Labour  in  the  United  Kingdom," — (ifr,  E.  Stmhope^ 
—instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  irords  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  Qaestton :  " — After  debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  with^aten. 
Main  Qaeetion  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

TOWK  HOLDIKOS— MOTIOH  ME  A  SstBOT  OoUlflTTEE — 

Mtvtd,  "That  a  Select  Cktmmittee  be  appointed,  '  to  inquire  into  the  terms  of  oocapa- 
tHm  and  the  compensation  for  improvementa  possessed  by  the  oooapiers  of  town 
hoiisn  and  holdmgB  in  GhmtBritun  and  Ireland/ ''—(OflmJW^^  ,,  1804 

After  short  debate,  Motion  tgrsei  to, 

ADJOTTBmcEirr — 

MovmIj  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn/' — {Mr,  LabouoUn :) — Question 
put,  and  nfpreti  <o.  [l-l^*] 


COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  MABOH  S. 
0BDER8  OF  TSS  DAY. 


Iiabonrers  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  loj— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Hayne^        . .  1810 
After  debate,  Question  put,  and  4ufrMd  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
eommiittd  for  Monday  next. 

Xrndaimed  Deposits  BiU  [BiU  77]- 

Movod,  "That  tbe  Bill  be  nov  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Edmwtd 

BeUriten)       ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1842 

After  short  debate.  Question  put : — The  House  dwiM:  Ayes  107,  Noes 

88;  Miyoxity  19. — (Dir.  lost,  No.  15 :) — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 

oommitUd  for  Tuetday  next. 

Coal  Mines  Begrnlation  Act  (1872)  Amendment  Bill  [BiU  108]— 
Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  nor  read  a  seoond  time,"— (Jfr.  Jrthvr 

O'Connor)       ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1849 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of 
the  Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  tlus  day  six  months," — (ifi*.  Tom- 
Unton.) 

Question  jooposed,  "  That  tbe  wo^  '  now  *  stand  part  of  the  Question :  " 

— After  debate,  Amendment,  by  leave,  wWuhrawn. 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to :— Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  oommiited 

for  Wedneeday  3 1st  March. 

Coal  Mines  BUI  [BiU  92]- 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seomd  time,"— (5h-  R.  Attheton 

Crost)  ..  ..  ..  ..  1871 

After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Moved,    "That  the  BiU  be  committed  for   Monday  next,"— (£(ir  £. 

AuMon  Cro*» :) — After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agnod  to : — ^Bill 

committod  for  Monday  next. 

TOL.  OCCm.    [tBIBD  BERIBB.]  [    A  ] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 
IMareh  S.]  Pag, 

MOTIONS. 
 0  

Borough  Funds  Bill— On^nwf  (Mr.  Kmrick,  Mr.  Edtoard  Clarkt,  M<vor  Dickton,  Mr. 
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Mr.  Soord,  Mr.  BaggiUlay,  Mr.  }larrit,(hloiul  Dunean)  ;  preuntsd,  and  read  the  firrt  tuns 
[Bmi23]  ..  ..  „  ..  „  1871 

Parliamentary  Franchise  "SoM—Ordertd  [Mr.  MouUoh,  Mr.  A.  AeUmd,  Mr.  DiUvyu) ; 

pmmtM^  and  read  the  fint  time  [Bill  124]  ..  ..  ..  1872 

Copyright  Works  of  Fi&e  Art)  Bill— (Xr.  Suttinft,  Mr.  Ortgtry,  Mr. 

.Agntw) ;  prettHted,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  125]  ..  ,.  1872 

Actions  for  Debt(LimiUtiOIl)  Bill-OnW  {Mr.  ^oiAewN,  Mr.  A.Aclmd,Mr.  Qlg», 

Mr.  Leeaita) ;  pretmttd,  and  read  the  flnt  time  [Bill  126]  ..  ..  1873 

ConTeyancing  (Scotland)  Act,  1874,  Amendment  Bill-Or<i»^  (ZV.  Cammm,  Mr. 

Craig  saiar,  Mr,  JhnaU  Crawford,  Mr.  Lyell) ;  prmnUd,  and  read  the  first  time 
[,Bmi27]  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1872 

L6.6O.3 

LOBDS,  THUfiSDAT,  HABOH  4. 

Marrlasas  Validity  BUI  (No.  Ii)- 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be  pat  into  Committee  read  . .  1873 

After  short  debate,  House  in  Committee Bill  rtporUi,  wiflioat  amend- 
ment; and  to  be  read  3*  7b-morrw. 

Ohabttable  Tbttsts  (Allotuskts  ExTEKSioir  Act,  1882) — MonoK  fob  a 
Eetubk — 

Moved  tat "  Return  of  all  charitiea  known  to  the  Charity  Oommiasionen,  the  inoome  of 
which  is  shown  to  be  distributable  in  articles  in  kind  or  In  money,  in  the  *  Gteneral 
Digest  of  Endowed  Charities  *  laid  before  Parliament  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Robert 
Montagu  between  the  years  1868  and  1876,  as  supplemented  by  the  informalaon 
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charities  the  income  of  which  may  be  otherwise  applied  in  pursuance  of  schemes 
established  by  the  Charity  Commisuouer8,"—(7'A«^;^(^A>tc')  ..  187S 

Motion  agreed  to : — ^Betom  ordered  to  be  lud  before  the  Eonse. 

Smoke  Hnisance  Abatement  (Hetropolis)  Bill  [b.l.]  —  IVMMfMf  (Tk§  Ltri 

StrathedeHOHdCampitU);  tMAl*(So.21)  ..  ..  ..1874 

[4,45.] 
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— p— . 
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MENT — Question,  Mr.  O-ent-DaTis  ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Ohilders),  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Broadhurst)  , ,  . .  , .  1875 


Digitized  by 


TABLE  OF  OONTENTS. 


IManh  4.J  P^^, 

SoOTLiHD — EbBOBS  ZIT  StATISTIOAL  BETTntHB — RSTUBN  OF  UUVIOIFAL  BnB3H8, 

1885— Question^  Sir  George  Oampbell;  AuBrrerB,  The  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)        . .  .  . .  1877 

Foot  Office— Tblxobaph  Clerks— Sufdat  Work— Question,  Mr.  Hovard 
Vincent;  Answer,  TLe  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H. 
Fowler)       . .  . .  . .  . .  1878 

Labdlobd  and  Tenant  (Irelakd) — The  KiNGaTON  Estates— Questions, 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  O'Kelly,  Mr.  Lalor ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  . .  . ,  1879 

OrIUB  and  OlTTBAOK  (iBELiNO)- '*  BOYCOTTINO "   AT  OlONMBL — QuestiOD, 

Colonel  Waring ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)        ..  ..  ,.  ..  ..  1880 

Farliahentahy  Papebs  for  Public  Libraries — Question,  Mr.  Eenrick ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)        . .  1881 

The  Education  Acts  Oomhission — Question,  Mr.  Milrain;  Answer,  The 

Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trovelyan)  . .  1881 

Thb  Maqistbacy  (Ibbland)— Kilkenny  Co. — Question,  Mr.  Chance;  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . ,  1882 

Ibkiand — Illegal  Use  of  Fibearms — Case  of  Joseph  Belaney,  Borbib, 
Co.  Oarlow— Questions,  Mr.  Chance,  Mr.  Macartney;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  . .  1883 

London  School  Board  Election  Expenses — Question,  Sir  Algernon  Borth- 

wict ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)    1 883 

New  Zealand — ^The  Treaty  of  Waitakoi — Question,  Sir  John  Gorst ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan)  1884 

Lighthouses  (Ibeland)— Attendance  of  Keepers  at  Ditine  Sbbvice  on 
Sundays,  and  Education  of  Children — Question,  Mr.  Johnston ;  An- 
swer, The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mundella)  . .  1885 

Inland  Eetsnue— Colleotion  of  Taxes— Question,  Mr.  Baker;  Answer, 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  . ,  . .  1886 

Fishery  Pzebs  and  Harbours  ^Ireland) — The  Inisir  Church  Fund — 
Question,  Mr.  Blake ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  . .  . .  . .  . .  1886 

Ibsfbctobs  of  Fisheries  (Ibeland) — Sea  and  Coast  Fisuebies  Fund — 
Question,  Mr.  Blake ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  . .  . .  1887 

Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary — Police  Barrack  at  Meenaoladdt,  Co. 
Donegal— Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Oonnor ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Lraland  (Mr.  John  Moriey^         . .  . .  1887 

Hailvats  (Irbland^h— AocmBHT  AT  Atbt  Bailway  Station— Question, 
Kr.  Carew;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Mundella)  ..  1888 

Inland  Natigation  and  Drainage  (Ireland) — The  Barrow  Drainage 
CouHissioN— Question,  Mr.  Lalor;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 888 

Post  Office  (Ireland) — The  Parcel  Post — Eubal  Lettee  Carriers — 
Question,  Mr.  O'Hanlon ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  . .  . .  1889 

The  Enfield  Small  Arms  Works— Dischabob  of  "Wobkmen — Question, 
Sir  Henry  Tyler;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
Campbell-Bannerman)        . ,  . .  , .  1889 

Post  Office — The  Parcel  Post — Rural  Letter  Carriers— Question,  Sir 
Bichard  Webster;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry 
H.  Fowler)    . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1890 

Post  Office — ^Telegraphic  Addresses— Question,  Colonel  Nolan  ;  Answer, 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  . .  . .  1890 

Universities  (Scotland)  Bnjc— Question,  Mr.  Donald  Crawford ;  Answer, 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  TrOTelyan)  ..  ,.  1891 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


BoYPT— Thk  Pobt  op  SuAKiiff— QaeatioD,  Mr.  O'Kelly;  Answer,  The 

TTnder  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflfairs  (Mr.  Bryce)  . .  1891 

FooB  lAw  (iBBLAn)) — ^Mr.  Joskfh  D.  Qbieb,  Olbbk  to  thk  Oatak  Poob 
Law  Board— Question,  Mr.  Maurice  Healy ;  Answer,  The  Ohief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)         . .  . .  . .  1892 

OvBRHBAD  Teleorafh  AND  TELEPHONE  "WiEES — Qucstion,  Mr.  Mlver ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  to  the  Local  Gopemment  Board  (Mr.  Jesne 
Oollings)       ..  ..  1893 

Seed  Snpn.Y  (Ireland)  Act— The  Seed  Rate— Payment  of  Fourth  In- 
stalment—Questions,  Oolonel  Nolan;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  ..  ..  1894 

Ireland — Depabthent  op  the  Beoistear  General — Soheue  op  Be-ob- 
QANiZATiOH — Questiou,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor;  Answer,  The  Ohief 
Se<sretaiy  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)     . .  . .  . .  1894 

Fisheries  (Inland) — Bequest  op  the  late  Mb.  M'Ooscas,  Daleey,  Oo. 
DuBUN — Questions,  1&.  T.  M.  Healy;  Answers,  The  Ohief  Seontary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  ..  ..1894 

Law  and  Justice- ExECunoNs — Question,  Mr.  Gregory;  Answer,  The 

Seoretaiy  of  State  for  the  Home  De;^artment  (Mr.  Ohilders)  . .  1895 

Greenwich  Hospital  Pensions- Question,  Captain  Price;  Answer,  The 

Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  B.  "W.  Duff)  .  •  . .  1896 

OoMPEKSATiow  FOE  Damaoes  Bill — Quostion,  Sir  Eobert  Peel ;  Answer,  The 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers)  . .  1896 

Post  Office  (Ireland) — The  late  Postmaster  of  Ballyhbione,  Co. 
Kerey — Question,  Mr.  Henry  Campbell;  Answer,  Tl  e  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  . .  . .  . .  1897 

Post  Office  (Ireland)— The  Postmaster  of  Bonemanaoh,  Co.  Tyrone — 
Question,  Mr.  Dillon;  Answer,  The  Secreiaiy  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  ..  ..  ..  ..  1897 

Law  and  Justice — Contict  Labour — Question,  Mr.  Dawson ;  Answer, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers)       . .  1898 

The  Forest  op  Dean — Untenged   Quabbies — Question,   Mr.  Thomas 

Blake;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  TreaRuxy  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  1898 

Parliamentary  Electzonb — Election  Expenses  (SootlandV— Question, 
Sir  Donald  Ourrie ;  Answer,'  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour) ; 
Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  [no  replyj  . .  . .  1899 

Allotments  and  Small  Holdings — Aoricultural  Labourers— Question, 
Sir  John  Luhhook ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
(Mr.  Heneage)  . .  . .  . .  1899 

Post  Office — Colonial  Post  Caeds — Question,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton  ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)        . .  1900 

South  Africa — The  Transvaal — Question,  Mr.  Kimber ;  Answer,  The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)      . .  1900 

Mb.  Bbadlauoh — Question,  Mr.  Norris ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  GenertU. 

(Mr.  Charles  Eussell)         . .  . .  . .  . .  1901 

Local  Taxation  Betubns  (Scotland) — Question,  Mr.  Bruce ;  Answer,  The 

Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)    . .  . .  1902 

BuBiAL  Grounds  Bill — Question,  Mr.  Shirley ;  Answer,  The  TTnder  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  ..  1902 

Law  A}fD  Justice  (Scotland) — ^Mb.  Benton,  Procurator  Fiscal  por  East 
Fife— Question,  "Mr.  Boyd-Kinnear ;  Aiiswer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr. 
J.  B.  Balfour)  . .  . .  . .  . .  1908 

Pabliaiibntabt  Ihi^EOTioNs  —  Secbbcy  op  thb  Bazxot — Question,  Mr. 
Everett;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Ohilders)  ..1903 

The  Irish  Land  Commission  (Sub-Commissioners)— Sittinos  in  Kerry — 
Question,  Mr.  Edward  Harriugton ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
^land  (}St.  John  Morley)  . ,  . .  . ,  . .  1908 
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TkADS    Ain)   OOMMBBOE — SlTfiSIDIES  BT  FOBBION   NATIONS— QueBtlOIl,  Mr. 

Kimber ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretarj  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflhirs 

(Mr.  Biyee)   . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  1904 

PcTBLic  Fabjes  and  Hecheation  GEOuiroa — Pubuo  Pakk  at  Dijlwicb:— Quea- 

tion.  Mr.  Baumann ;  Answer,  The  Chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 

of  Works  (Sir  Jamea  M'Garel-Hoge)      ..  ..  1906 

FoffT  OfPicB — Thb  TTNirsssiTiEa  —  Question,  Sir  John  B.  Mowbray; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  . .  1905 
Ordu  ahd  Outbaoe  (lEELuro)— "Boycotted"  Cattle— The  Ooek  Steam 
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COUXISSIOXEBS  OF  NATIONAL  EdDCATION  (IbELAND) — APPOINTMENT  OF  HeAD 

Inspectoks— Question,  Mr.  Lewis;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  . .  , .  . .  1909 

Evictions  (Ibeland) — Employment  of  Militaiit  Forces— Return  fob 
1884-5— Questions,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Dillon;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  . .  . .  1910 

"Woolwich  Absxnax. — Disoharqe  of  Workmen — Mabtini-Hekbt  Befles 
TOB  THE  Indian  Arut — Questioas,  Mr.  Howell,  Tisconnt  Folkestone, 
Mr.  Hanbnry,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Lord  Bandolph  Churchill,  Captain 
Price,  Sir  H!enry  Tyler ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
Oampbell-Bannemian),  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Hibbert)  1911 

Xhmioration  of  Fobbion  Laboub— Questions,  Mr.  Erelyu,  Mr.  Dawson; 
Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Local  GoTemment  Board  (Mr.  Jesse 
CoUings)        . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1913 

Ireland —Deposits  in  Ibish  Banes — Question,  Mr.  Hanbury;  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)      . .  . .  1914 

Natt — The  Queen's  Begulations — Fbohotion  of  Seamen — Question, 
Captain  Yemey;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
Hibbert)       ,.  ..  ..  ..  ..  1914 

Ch)TKRNMENT  OF  India — Quostiou,  Lord  Bandolph  Churchill ;  Answer,  The 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)       ..  ..1915 

OoBKBSFONDBNCB  ON  TEE  Ibish  QUESTION— Questiou,  Mr.  Johnstou ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  . .  19U 

Leaseholds  Eitfranchisbment  Bill— Question,  Mr.  Lawaon;  Answer,  The 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)       . .  . .  1916 

Supply — Abmt  Estimates — Questiou,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith;  Answer,  The 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)       . .  . .  1916 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

 0  

Supply — Order  for  Committee  read ;  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair :  " — 

Maintenanoe  of  Social  Order  (Ireland) — Sesoluhon — 

Amendment  proposed, 
To  leave  ont  from  the  vord  "  That "  to  the  end  of  the  Qaestion,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  *'  this  Hoose  is  anwilling  to  entertain  Eitimates  for  the  Oivil  Establishments 
in  beland  before  being  placed  in  poasossion  of  the  policy  which  Her  Majesty's  Q-o- 
Temment  intend  to  punoe  for  the  restoration  and  maintenance  of  social  order  in  that 
Country,"— (jrf..BsAMi,}^nat«adthneof        ..  ..  ..  1917 
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ScppLT— Order  for  Committee  read— mm^uhm^. 

Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question :  "—After  long  debate.  Mowd,  "That  the  Debate  be 
now  adjourned,"  —  (M^'or  Saimin'Mf) Qaestion  put: — ^The  House 
divided;  Ayes  204,  Noes  364 ;  Majority  160.— (Div.  last,  No.  16.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Question  "        . .  . .  . .  . .  I99S 

After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Main  Question  again  proposed,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair :  "— 

Srras  foe  thb  New  Public  Offices— The  "Wae  Office  ato  Adiciralty — 
Moved,  "That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — (Sfr.  Beretford  Bop»)  ..  1999 
After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Ohair,"  put,  and 

agreed  to. 

SUPPLY — eotuidired  in  Oommittee — Oiyil  Skbtice  Estimatbs— 

(In  the  Oommittee.) 

Olasb  I. — ^Public  Wobes  akd  "BmumiaB. 

(t.)  Motioa  made,  aod  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exoeeding  £31,097)  be 
granted  fo  Her  Majesty,  to  denay  the  Charge  which  viU  oome  in  course  of  pay- 
ment  doriag  the  year  ending  on  uie  31st  day  of  March  1887,  tor  the  Ifaintenanoe 
and  Repair  of  Boyal  Palaces  "    . .  . .  . .  . .  2000 

Oommittee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Compensation  for  Damages  Bill  [Bill  120]— 

Moped,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seooad  ttme,"— (Jfr.  Secretary 
Childere)        ..  ,.  ..  ..  ..  2000 

Affer  short  debate,  Question  put: — The  House  divided:  Ayes  106,  Noes 
79 ;  Majority  27.— (Div.  List,  No.  17 :)— Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
oommitted  tot  Monday  next. 

MOTIONS. 


Post  O^fioe,  Sobuarinx  Tblvqbaph  OoNraAor  (St.  Yivobut  to  ths  Wbbt 
Coast  of  Afbioa}— Besolutioit— 
Moved,  "  That  the  Contract,  dated  the  19th  day  of  Jannaiy  1888,  for  the  Conitnurtion 
of  a  Suhmarine  Telegraph  Line  from  the  Island  of  3t.  Vincent  to  tlu  West  Ooast  of 
Africa  be  approved,"— (Jfr.  fi>«ry  fl.  i^Vwfor)        ..  ..  ..  2013 

Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — (Mr,  Zabouchere:) — After 
short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agr0ed  to : — Debate  adjounud  till  To- 
morrow. 

Ibish  IwDUSTErES— 

Orieredf  That  a  Sdect  Oommittee  b«  appointed  to  inqture  into  the  Katnral  Besoarcee 
and  the  Fiesent  Condition  of  Mana&otnring  and  nodaotive  Indastries  in  Ireland  ; 
and  to  consider  and  report  hy  what  means  those  K atoral  Resonxoes  may  be  more  folly 
derdoped,  and  how  those  Induflfcrioa  may  be  encouraged  and  extended,— (Jfr.  JS^toH.) 

EivER  Lea — 

Select  Committee  nominated : — List  of  the  Committee  . .  . ,  , .  2014 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  BeeOTOry  Wl— Ordered  (Mr.  SUnUy  Leightm,  Mr.  Saiiu,  Mr. 

SenyoH);  presented,  and  resd^^the  first  time  [Bill  129]  20H 
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Bankrnptcy  (Agrienltaral  Labourers'  Wagea)  Wi— Ordered  (Jfr.  stanhope,  Mr. 

CMgOm  Lawratw,  Mr.  SelattT'Sooth,  Mr.  Long)  ;  prmnUit  and  reed  the  first  tiiae 
[BiQ  130]  ..  ,.  ..  201o 

Burial  Grounda  WiSi—ConiutUrtdjxiQtmna\Xo9\~-'Bi^ 

Bni  •nbrvd  (JTr.  Otborn$  Uergm,  Mr.  Sterttary  CMlden,  Mr.  Emrj/  E.  Fowler,  Mr. 
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EEPEESENTATIVE  PEEE  FOE  lEELAND. 

Wedhesday,  Jaituabt  13. 
Tiaoonnt  Bangra,  v.  Earl  of  Erae,  deoeased. 

fiEPEESENTATIVE  PEER  FOB  SOOTLAND, 

Thubsday,  Febbuast  18. 
Ead  of  Bundonald,  v.  Lord  Boitiiviok,  deceased. 

TOOK  THE  OATH  FOE  THE  FIEST  TIME. 

Tbubsday,  Jaituaby  14. 
The  Loid  Bishop  of  Chester. 
The  Lord  BUhop  of  Southwell. 

NEW  FEEES. 

TUBSDAY,  jAinXABY  10. 

Sir  Thomas  Bateeon,  Baronet,  created  Baion  Deramore  of  Belvoir  in  the  county 
of  Down. 

Garnet  Joseph  Baron  Wolsoley,  G.O.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  General  and  General  Officer 
Oomm  audio  g-in-Chief  the  Forces  in  I^pt,  created  Yiscount  Wolseley  of 
Wolseley  in  the  county  of  Stafford. 

Henry  Jolm  Montagu  -  Douglas  -  Scott,  oommonly  called  Lord  Henry  John 
Hontagtt-Douglas-Scott,  created  Baron  Montagu  of  Beaulieu  in  the  county 
of  Southampton. 

The  Bight  Honourable  Charles  John  Baron  Oolville  of  Oulross  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  called  Scotland,  K.T.,  created  Baron  OolviUe  of  Oulross  in 
the  county  of  Perth. 

Thttbsday,  Jaruaby  31. 

John  Henry  Lord  Fermanagh — Was  (in  the  usual  manner)  introduced  by  virtue 
of  a  Patent  dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  January  1876,  his  father,  the  first 
Baron  (Earl  of  Eroe  in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland,  a  representative  Peer  for 
Ireland),  who  was  created  by  such  Patent,  never  having  taken  his  seat  as 
Lord  Fermanagh. 

TuBSDAY,  JAiniABY  26. 

William  Buller  FuUerton  Baron  Elphinstone  in  lhatpart  of  the  United  Kingdom 
called  Scotland,  created  Baron  Elphinstone  of  Mphinstone  in  the  county  of 
Haddington. 

VOL.  COOU.   [third  sekibs.]  [   »  1 
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NEW  VEEBiS— continued. 


Monday,  Febeuabt  8. 

The  Bight  Honourable  Sir  Farrer  Hersohell,  Knight,  Lord  QhanoeUor  of  Cheat 
Britain,  created  Baron  HersoheU  of  the  city  of  Durham. 

TnuBSDATf  Febkitary  18. 

Sir  Charles  Henry  Hills,  Baronet,  created  Baron  HiUingdon  of  HiUingdoa  in 
the  county  of  Uiddlesez. 

Tuesday,  Febbuabt  23. 

Sir  Edmund  Beckett.  Baronet,  created  Baron  Ghrimthorpe  of  Orimthoipe  in  the 
East  lUding  of  the  oounty  of  Yoik. 

TEUBaDAT,  Fbbbitabt  26, 

Sir  Henry  Allsopp.  Baronet,  created  Baron  Hindlip  of  Hindlip  in  the  oonnty  of 
Worcester  and  of  Alsop-en-le-Dale  in  the  county  of  Derby. 

SAT  FIB8T. 

Tuesday,  Jarvaby  12. 
The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  after  the  death  of  his  grand&ther. 

Tuesday,  Jasuaby  19. 
The  Earl  of  Wilton,  after  the  death  of  his  brother. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 
The  Marquess  of  Abercom,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

Thubsday,  Januaby  21. 
The  Viscount  Halifax,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

Thubsday,  Jaituaby  28. 
The  Lord  Houghton,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

Thursday,  Mabch  4. 
The  Earl  of  Stradbroke,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 
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NEW  WEITS  ISSUED. 
Thvbsdat,  Jaituaby  21. 

For  Croj/dent  ».  Sir  WilUam  Graniliaiii,  knight,  one  of  the  JuBtices  of  Her  Ma- 
jeety's  High  Court  of  Justice. 

For  Armaqh  County  {3/ul  Divmon),  v.  John  M'Eanej  esquire,  deceased. 

For  Edinburgh  (South  Dipuiok)^  v.  Sir  Geoi^e  Harrison,  knight,  deceased. 

For  C»rlow  Counti/,  v.  Edmond  Dfrjer  Gray,  esquire,  who,  having  been  returned 
as  a  Member  for  the  said  County  of  Carlow,  and  also  for  the  Borough  of 
Dublin  (St.  Stepheu^B  G-reen  DiTisioa},  hath  elected  to  sit  for  the  Borough 
of  Dublin  (St.  Stephen's  Green  Dmsion). 

For  Monaghan  County  (Nbrthtm  Divmon),  v.  Timothy  M.  Healy,  esquire,  who, 
hariog  been  returned  as  a  Member  for  the  said  County  of  Monaghan 
(Northern  IHrision),  and  also  for  the  CounU^  of  Deny  (Southern  Dirision), 
hadi  elected  to  sit  for  tiie  Ooanty  of  Derry  (Southern  XHTision). 

Monday,  Fsbbitaiit  1. 

For  Ottlway,  v.  Thomas  P.  O'Connor,  esquire,  who,  having  been  returned  as  a 
Member  for  the  said  Borough  of  Ualway,  and  also  for  the  Borough  of 
Liverpool  (Scotland  Diriuon),  hath  elected  to  sit  for  the  Borough  of 
Iiiverpool  (Scotland  Division). 

For  Queen**  County  ( Oaory  Oivmon)^  v.  Arthur  O'Connor,  esquire,  who,  having 
been  retained  as  a  Member  for  the  said  Queen's  County  (Ossory  Division), 
and  also  for  the  County  of  Donegal  ^Bastem  Division),  hath  elected  to  sit  for 
the  County  of  Donegal  (Eastern  Division). 

Thttbsday,  Febbuabt  4. 

For  EUnhwgh  County,  v.  Bight  honble.  'William  Ewart  Gladstone,  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury. 

For  J>0rhy  Borough,  v.  !Eight  honble.  Sir  William  Vernon  Harcourt,  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer. 

For  Edinburgh  {Souihtm  Divition)^  v.  Bight  honble.  Hugh  Culling  Eardley 

Childers,  Secretary  of  State. 
For  Sttrlin^  Dittriet  of  Burght,  v.  Bight  honble.  Henry  OampbeU-Bannerman, 

Secretary  of  State. 

For  Birmingham  ( Wottem  Dhition),  v.  Bight  honble.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Xjooal  Govwnment  Board. 

For  HawiA  DiUriot  of  Burghi,  v.  Bight  honble.  George  Otto  Trevelyan,  Secretary 
for  Scotland. 

For  Sheffield  Borough  {Brighinde  Biviiion),  v.  Bight  honble.  Anthony  John 
Hnndella,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
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NEW  TOITS  ISSUED— eontiruud. 

For  Maeknty  Borough  (South  Division)^  v.  Charles  Bussell,  esquire,  AlAonurj 
GwieitQ. 

Satttbdat,  Febbuabt  6. 

For  NeweattU  upon  Tynt,  v.  John  Morley,  esquire,  Ohief  Seoretaiy  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

For  Legdi  (Southern  Division),  v.  Bight  honble.  Sir  l^oa  Flajfair,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council. 

For  Great  Orimhy,  v.  Edward  Heneage,  esquire,  Chancellor  of  the  Doohy  of 

Lancaster. 

For  Berwiek  County,  v.  Honble.  Edward  Mazjoribaoks,  Controller  of  t}ie  House- 
hold. 

"For  Bedford  County  {Southgm  Divinen),  v.  Oynl  Flower,  esquire,  Comuussumer 
of  the  Treasury. 

For  Stafford  County  {North  fFettem  Divinm),  v.  George  Granville  LeTSSon 
Gower,  esquire,  Comoiissioaer  of  the  treasury. 

For  Claehmannan  and  Kinrott,  v.  Bight  honble.  John  Blair  Balfour,  Lord  Advo- 
cate of  Scotland. 

For  Elyin  Bittriet  of  Burgh*,  «.  Alexander  Asher,  esquire,  Her  M^esty's  Stdicutor 

General  for  Scotland. 
For  Banff  Oountyf  v,  Robert  William  Duff,  esquire.  Commissioner  of  the  Admirally. 
For  Northampton  Ctntnty  ( }fid-J)ivinon),  v.  Honble.  Charles  Robert  Spenoer, 

Groom  in  Waitiog. 

ThUBSDAT,  FbOBVABT  18. 

For  Flintthire,  v.  The  Bight  honble.  Bichard  de  Aguila  Qrosvenor,  oommonly 

called  Lord  Bichard  Grosvenor,  Chiltern  Hundreds. 
For  Somerset  County  ( Southern  Division),  v.  The  Eight  honble.  Frederick  Edward 

Gould  Lambart,  commonly  called  Yiscoant  Eilooursie,  Vice  Chamberlain  of 

the  Household. 

For  Cardiff  Borouyh,  v.  Sir  Edward  James  Beed,  K.O.B.,  Commissioner  of  the 
Treasury. 

For  Borough  of  Grantham,  v.  John  WiUiaoi  Uellor,  esquire,  Judge  Advocate 
General. 

Wedhesdat,  Febbuabt  24. 

For  the  Sattonea  Division  of  the  Borough  of  Batiertoa  and  Clapham,  v.  Octavius 
Vai^han  Uorgao,  esquire,  Manor  of  Northetead.  - 

NEW  MEMBEBS  SWOBN. 

THUEfflDAY,  JaIOTABT  28. 

Croydon — ^The  Hon.  Sidnsy  Herbert. 

HoiTDAT,  FeBBTTABT  1. 

Burgh  of  Minhurgh  {South  Dhitwn)  -~  Bight  Hon.  Hugh  Culling  Eaidl«y 
OhiLlers. 

Thubsdat,  Fbbbuaby  18. 
Carlou>  Coufi^— John  Aloysius  Blake,  esquire. 
Borwiek  County — The  Honble.  Edward  Marjoribanke. 

Derby  Borough— 'The  Bightkonble.  Sir  William  George  Ghranville  Yenables  Vernon 

Haroourt,  knight. 
Slym  Diftriet  of  i^ur^A«— Alexander  Asher,  esquire. 

Sheffield  {Briyhfeide  Division) — ^The  Bight  honble.  An&ony  Jdu  Mundella. 
Boaford  County  (iMton  Diviaion) — Cyril  Flower,  esquire. 
NmpeastU  upon  Tyne — The  Bight  honble.  John  Morley. 

Combined  Counties  of  Clackmannan  and  Kinrois — The  Bight  honble.  John  Blair 
Balfour. 

Northampton  Comfy  (Mid  DInsion)— The  Honble.  Charles  Bobert  Spencer. 
Oroai  0rimhy—JS!hB  Bight  honble.  Edward  Heneage. 
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NEW  MEMBKBfl  SWOBN— Mutmwrf. 

Bachmf  (Swlil  IHvumm)— Charles  BtuseU,  eeqaire. 
Smeiek  BUMtt  of  BurffMt—Tho  Bight  haaUe.  Oeorge  Otto  Trerelyaii. 
Birwwugham  (  Wttt  Divition) — The  Bight  honble.  Joseph  Ohambwlain. 
Z$$d$  {Smth  2>imwn)~Th6  Bight  honble.  Sir  Lyon  FUTfair,  E.O.B. 
Banff  County — ^Bobert  William  DufF,  esquire. 

Bttrgh  of  Edinburgh  {South  Bivinon) — The  Bight    honble.  Hugh  Oulliog 
Eaidley  Chiidere. 

Stirling  District  of  Burgh$ — The  Bight  honble.  Heniy  Oampbell-Bannennan. 
Stafford  County  ( ^orth  Wnttm  Bivition) — George  Granville  LeTeson  Qower, 
esquire. 

Armagh  County  {Mid  Btvition)— Sir  James  Porter  Oorry,  baronet. 
£diniurgh  County — The  Eight  honble.  William  Ewart  Gladstone. 

Fbidat,  Febbvabt  19. 

(kuntjf  {Ostorjf  Btvimn) — Stephen  O'lCanif  esquire. 

Houdat,  Febbvaby  22.  . 
Odwp  Borough — William  Heniy  O'Shea,  esquire. 

Thubotat,  Febbttaby  25. 

Somm'Ott  Cmmfy  (Southm  2)Hr»tV»i)— Bight  honble.  Frederick  Edward  Gould 

Lambar^  commonly  called  Tisoount  &looursie. 
AwiMtfM — John  William  Mellor,  esquire. 

MoHDAY,  Mahoh  1. 

CtHrdiff  Borough — Sir  Edward  James  Beed,  E.O.B. 

Jfonaghan  County  {Northern  Bivition) — ^Patrick  O'Brien,  esquire. 

Battorua — Ootavius  Yaughan  Morgan,  esquire. 
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BY   THE  QUEEN. 


A  PROCLAMATION, 


Fw  dissolving  the  present  Parliament^  a/nd  declaring  the 
Calling  of  another. 


YlOTOBIA,  B. 

HEBEAS  We  haye  thoaght  fit,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  Oar  Priyy 


Yt  Council,  to  diBsolve  this  present  Parliament,  which  stands  prort^ucd 
to  Saturday  the  Fifth  Day  of  DMemher  next :  We  do,  for  that  End,  publish 
this  Our  Boyal  Proclamation,  and  do  hereby  dissolve  the  said  Puliament 
accordingly:  And  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  Enights, 
Oitizens,  and  Burgesses,  and  the  Commissioners  for  Shires  and  Burghs,  of 
the  House  of  Oommons,  are  discharged  from  their  Meeting  and  Attendance 
on  the  said  Saturday  the  Fifth  Day  of  Decemher  next:  And  We,  being 
desirous  and  resolved,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  meet  Our  People,  and  to  have 
their  Advice  in  Parliament,  do  hereby  make  Imovn  to  aU  Onr  loving  Subjects 
Our  Eoyal  Will  and  Pleasure  to  call  a  new  Parliament :  And  do  herelqr 
further  declare,  that,  with  the  Advice  of  our  Privy  Oonncilf  We  have  given 
Order  that  Our  Obancellor  of  that  Part  of  Our  United  Kingdom  called  GrMi 
BriUtm  and  Oor  Ohancellor  of  Ireland  do  respectively,  upon  Notice  thereof, 
forthwith  issue  out  Writs,  in  due  Form  and  according  to  Law,  for  calling  a 
new  Parliament.  And  We  do  hereby  also,  by  this  Our  Koyal  Proclamation 
undw  Onr  Gtreat  Seal  <d  Onr  United  Kingdom,  reqdre  Writs  forthwith  to 
be  issued  accordingly  by  Our  said  Chancellors  respectively,  for  causing  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temp<»al,  and  Commons,  who  are  to  serve  in  the  said 
Parliament,  to  be  duly  returned  to,  and  give  their  Attendance  in.  Oar  said 
Parliament ;  which  Writs  are  to  be  returnable  on  Ttmda^t  TweUth  Day 
of  January  next. 


Given  at  Our  Court  at  Windsor,  this  Eighteenth  day  of  Novmher^  in 
the  Year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  and  in  the  Porfy'ninth  Year  of  Onr  Beign. 

CK)P  SAVE  THE  QUEEN. 
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BY   THE  QUEEN. 


A  PROCLAMATION, 


In  order  to  the  Electing  and  Summoning  the  Sixteen 
Peers  of  Scotland. 


Vktosza,  B. 

RTntTIAR  We  hare  in  Our  Oounca  thought  fit  to  declare  Oar  pleasure 


T  T  for  Bammoniiig  and  holding  a  Parliament  of  Oar  United  Kingdom  of 
Greai  Britain  and  Ireland  on  Tueiday,  the  Twelfth  day  of  Janucwy  next 
ensuing  the  date  hereof :  In  order,  therefore,  to  the  electing  and  summoning 
the  Sixteen  Peers  of  Scotland  who  are  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers  in  the 
said  Parliament,  We  do,  by  the  Adrioe  of  Oar  Privy  Oouncil,  issue  forth 
this  Oar  Boyal  Proclamation,  strictly  charging  and  commanding  all  the 
Peers  of  Seotiand  to  assemble  and  meet  at  Soli/rood  Motag,  in  Minhurgh,  on 
TKwn^sy,  the  Tenth  day  of  December  next,  between  the  Hours  of  Twelve  and 
Two  in  the  Afternoon,  to  nominate  and  choose  the  Sixteen  Peers  to  sit  and 
rote  in  the  House  of  Peers  in  the  said  ensuing  Parliament  by  open  Election 
and  Plurality  of  Yolces  of  the  Peers  that  shaU  be  then  present,  and  of  the 
Proxies  of  such  as  shall  be  absent  (such  Proxies  being  Peers,  and  producing 
a  Mandate  in  Writing  duly  signed  before  Witnesses,  and  both  the  Con- 
stitaent  and  Pro^  being  qualified  aooording  to  Law) ;  and  the  Lord  Olerk 
Begister,  or  sach  Two  of  the  Principal  Olerks  of  the  Session  as  shall  be 
appointed  by  him  to  officiate  in  his  Name,  are  hereby  respectiToly  required 
to  attend  such  Meeting,  and  to  administer  the  Oaths  required  by  Law  to  be 
taken  there  bj  the  said  Peers,  and  to  take  their  Totes,  and  immediately  aftw 
such  Electioii  made  and  duly  examined  to  certify  the  Names  of  the  Sixteen 
Peers  so  elected,  and  to  sign  and  attest  the  same  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
Pews  the  Eleoton,  and  return  such  Certificate  into  Our  High  Court  of 
Chancery  of  Great  Britain :  And  We  do,  by  this  Oar  Boyal  l^damation, 
strictly  command  and  require  the  ProTOst  of  ^Edinburgh,  and  all  other  the 
Magistrates  of  the  said  City,  to  take  especial  care  to  preserve  the  Peace 
tiiereof  during  the  time  of  the  said  Election,  and  to  prevent  all  manner  of 
Biots,  Tumults,  Disorders,  and  Violence  whatsoever :  And  We  strictly 
charge  and  command  that  this  Our  Boyal  Proclamation  be  duly  published  at 
the  Market  Crott  at  Edinburgh,  and  in  all  the  County  Towns  of  Scotland,  Ten 
Days  at  least  before  the  Time  hereby  appointed  for  the  Meeting  of  the  sud 
Peers  to  proceed  to  such  Election. 


Witness  Ourselves  at  Windsor  this  Eighteenth  day  of  November,  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  in  the  Forty-ninth 
Year  of  Our  B«gn. 

QOD  SATE  THE  QXTBEN. 
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THE  MINISTRY 

Or  THE  Host  Nobis  the  Uaxqttess  or  SAUSBUBY,  KG., 
At  thb  Ofkkiko  of  thb  Twkntt-thied  Pakliambnt,  Jan.  12,  1880. 

THE  OABn^ 

'''?«Sl&.u2S{'        .^'"T  ^*"}  Right  Hoa.MaH,ae»ofSALreB«r.K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  England  .      .      .  Rig^t  Hon.  Lord  Halsbcbt. 

I«rd  GhimoeUor  td  Ireumd  .  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ajaaovasm. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  .  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Cabkjlrvon. 

Lord  Prerident  of  the  Uoimoil  .      .  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Obanbhooe. 

Lord  Privy  Seal   Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Harhowbt. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  .      .  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Iddbslbioh,  O.C.B. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  .  .  Right  Hon.  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bbach,  Bart. 

Secretary  of  State,  Home  Department      .  Right  Hon.  Sir  Richabd  Asshbton  Ckoss,  O-.O.B. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  CoIoniM  Right  Hon.  Fhbdbbick  Abthcr  Staitlbt. 

Secretary  of  State  Tw  War  .  Right  Hon.  William  Hihkt  Suits. 

Secretary  of  State  for  India  .  Right  Hon.  Lord  Rawdolth  Churchill. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  .  Rig^t  Hon.  Lord  Gboror  Hamilton. 

Postmaster  General  Right  Hon.  Lord  Johm  Uaimbrb,  0.0.6. 

Pzeridant  of  the  Board  of  Trade  Right  Hon.  Edward  Btaxhofb. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 
Field  Marshal  Commanding  In  Chief       .   H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Caicbridob,  KG. 

^»  iSStiS.'*.***?™^'^;^  ^."^}  ^8^*  Hb«rt  Thurbtoh  HoLLAKn,  Barfc 

Chancellor  of  the  Dachy  of  Lancaster  and't 

Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of  >  Right  Hon.  Hbhrt  Chapldt. 

Council  on  Agricoltore      ...  J 
Prendent  of  the  hocal  QoTemment  Bofvd   Right  Hon.  Arthur  Jambs  Balfour. 
E1«t^0^ai«mer  at  Worit.  and  PnWic|  ^^^^        jj^^  VLvn^jn. 

{Ckarlzs  Dalrthplb,  ISiq. 
Hon.  SiDMBY  Hbrbbrt. 
Colonel  Walroh D. 
fVice  Admiral  Hood,  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Akthoitt 
Lords  of  ttte  Admiralty  .      .J    Hoskins,  Vice  Admiral  Grahak,  Cmtain  Coo- 

\   BnroTOK,  Ellis  Asbkbad-Barxlbtt,  Eiq. 

Joint  BeereUrie.  to  tteTr«»^.      .  {&^^".°?r^^£. 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty       .  .  Charles  Thompson  Ritchib,  Esq. 

Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  Baron  Henrt  qb  Works. 

Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board  Right  Hon.  Earl  Brownlow. 

Under  Secretary,  Home  Department     .  Chablbs  Bbilbt  Stuart- Wortlbt,  Esq. 

Under  Secretary,  Fonasn  Department     .  Right  Hon.  BraBRi  Bourkb. 

Under  Secretary  for  CobnieB .  .  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Duhratbn. 

Under  Secretary  for  War  ....  Right  Hon.  Yiscount  Burt. 

Under  Secretary  for  India     .      .      .  Right  Hon.  Lord  Harris. 

Paymaster  General   Right  Hon.  Earl  Bbauchahp. 

Snrreyor  General  of  Ordnance      ,  Hon.  Got  Outhbbbt  Davnat. 

Financial  Secretary  to  ttie  War  Department  Hon.  H.  S.  Nortkcotb. 

Jodge  Advocate  Geneiml  Right  Hon.  William  Thaokbrat  Mabrkkr,  ^0. 

Attovney  General   ^r  Richard  E.  Wbbstbr,  Q.C. 

Solicator  General   Sir  John  Eldon  Gorst,  Q,.C. 

SCOTLAND. 

Lord  AdTOcaie   Ri^t  Hon.  John  Hat  Ateol  Maodonald,  Q.O. 

SoUoitor  Oanentl   J.  P.  BANNBRMAN-RoRBRTSOir,  Eaq. 

IRELAND. 

Lord  lientenant   Right  Hon.  Earl  of  OABNASToir. 

Lord  Chancellor   Right  Hon.  Lord  Abbbournr. 

Cbiei  Sen«tary  to  ttta  Lord  Lientenant    .  Right  Hon.  Sir  William  Hart  Dm. 

Attorney  Genoal  Right  Hon.  Hugh  Holmbs,  Q.C. 

Solicitor  General   John  G  .Gibson,  Esq.,  Q.C. 

QUEEN'S  HOUSEHOLD. 

Lord  Steward   Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Mount-Edocumbb. 

Lord  Chamberlain   Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Lathom. 

Master  of  the  Horse      ....  Right  Hon.  Earl  cf  BitADroRD. 

Treasurer  of  theHonsehold      .  .  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Folkbstchib. 

Comptroller  of  the  Honscihold       .      .  Right  Hon.  Lord  Arthur  Hill. 

Vice  ChambCTlsin  of  the  Housdiold  .  Right  Hon,  Visoonnt  Lbwisham. 

Ckptain  of  the  Corps  of  Gentlemen  at  Anns  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Cotbntrt. 

Captain  of  the  Teomen  of  the  Guard       .  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Barrinoton. 

Master  of  the  Bnckhounds  Moat  Noble  the  Marquess  of  Watrrpord. 

Chief  Equerry  and  Clerk  Marshal  Lord  Alprbd  H.  Faort. 

Mistress  of  the  Robes   Her  Grace  the  Dnchess  of  Buoclbuch. 

VOL.  OOOn.    [thim>  9BBW8.]  C    *  1 
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ROLL  or  THE 
LORDS  SPIRITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL 

m 

Tbm  Fiwr  SisaiOH  07  the  Twutey-Thibd  Pabuahint 

OF 

THE  raiTED  KINGDOM  OF  GEBAT  BRITAIN "  AND 

IRELAND. 


49°  VICTORI-E  1886. 


MsM.'—Aeeordinff  to  th$  Usage  of  Parliament,  when  ih«  Some  offpemi*  a  Stket  Com- 
mitise,  the  Lords  appointed  to  serve  upon  it  are  named  in  the  Order  of  their  Jianl, 

.  heginning  toith  the  Sighest ;  and  so,  when  the  Some  sends  a  Committee  to  a  Confer- 
ence  with  the  Commons,  the  Lord  highest  in  Rank  is  called  first,  and  the  rest  go 
forth  in  Uke  Order:  But  when  the  Whole  Souse  is  called  over  for  any  Purposa 
within  the  Some,  or  for  the  Purpose  of  proceeding  forth  to  Westminster  SdU,  or  upon 
au^  public  Solemnitg,  the  Call  begins  invariably  with  the  Junior  Baron. 


His  Royal  Highness  The  Fbince  of 
Waus. 

His  Bcrj^l  Higlmees  iajrssa  Erhbst 
Albert  Duke  of  Edihbitbge. 

His  Rojal  Highness  Abthuh  William 
Paibioe  Albebt  Duko  of  Oonnattght 

AHD  St&ATHEARN. 

His  Royal  Highness  Leopold  Chableb 
Editasd  OKmax  Albebt  Duke  of 
Albaht. 

His  Royal  Highness  GteoBOS  Williau 
Fbboebiok  Cjiabi^  Duke  of  Cah- 

BBIDOB. 


Ed  WARS  White  Archbishop  of  Oanteb- 
Buay. 

Habsxhob  Stanley  Lord  Halsbtjbt, 

Lord  Sigh  ChaneiUor. 
William  Archbishop  of  York. 
Gathorke  Viscount  Orakbrook,  Lord 

Preiidmt  of  the  Council. 

Dudley  Frahoxs  Stvabt  Earl  of  Har- 
bowbt.  Lord  Privy  Seal 

Hb!{ry  Duke  of  Nobfole,  £arl  Marshal 

of  Ungland. 

Abohibald  Hxnbt  Aloebnov  puke  of 

SOMEBSET. 

[  *a  ] 
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Ohaklkb  Henat  Duke  of  Ricmcoin). 
AnousTUS  Oharlgb  Lsiraoz  Duke  of 
(Jeaftow. 

Henbt  Chakleb  Fitzbot  Duke  of  Beait- 

FOBT. 

WnxLuc  Ameejvs  Attbbet  de  Ybre 
Duke  of  Sahtc  Albavb. 

Geoboe  CK)douhin  Duke  of  Leeds. 
Francis  Charles  HAsriifos  Duke  of 

Bedford. 
WtLLiAU  Duke  of  DxrONBHIBE. 
CteoBOE  Charles  Duke  of  Uablborouoh. 
Ckarleb  Cecil  John  Duka  of  RuTLAitD. 
Willi  AM  Aleiaitder  Louis  Stephen 

Duke  of  Brandon.  {Duke  of  Samiltm.) 
"WiLLUJi  Jobs  Abthttb  Charles  Jaicbs 

Duke  of  FOBTLAND. 

William  Drooo  Duke  of  Manchester. 
Henry  Felhau  Archibald  Douglas 

Duke  of  Newcastle. 
Alqebhon  GteoBOE  Dnke  of  North- 

uuberland. 
His  EoyaJ  HiglmeBS  Ernest  Augustus 

William  Adolfhus  George  Frederick 

Duke  of  Cumberland  ahd  Tetiotdale. 

Henkt  Duke  of  Wellington. 
Richard  Plantagenet  Campbell  Duke 

of  BuCKUfGHAM  AND  ChANDOS. 

George  Granville  William  Duke  of 

Sutherland. 
Harry  George  Duke  of  Cleveland. 
Hugh  Lupus  Duke  of  Westminster. 

John  Marquess  of  Winchester. 
Henbt  Ohabi^  Keith  MarquoBS  of 

Lanbdowne. 
JoHK    ViLLiEBS     Stuabt  Marquess 

Townshend. 
Robert  Arthur  Talbot  Marquess  of 

Saxibburt. 
John  Alexander  Marquess  of  Bath. 
James  Marquess  of  Abeboobn.  {Duke 

of  Aiereom.) 
Hugh  de  Grey  Marquess  of  Hertford. 
John  Patrick  Marquess  of  Bute. 
William  Alleyne  Marquess  of  Exbtrr.  ! 
William  Marquess  of  Nobthampton.  1 
John  Chableb  Marquess  Camden.  ' 
Henbt  Marquess  of  Anglesey.  . 

GKbobob  Henry  Hugh  Marquess  of 

Cholmondelet. 

Ernest  Augustus  Charles  Marquess 
of  Ajlesbury.  I 


Fesderiok  Williak  Jomr  Marquees  of 
Bristol. 

Archibald  Marquees  of  Ailsa. 
George  Augustus  Constaittine  Mar- 
quess of  Normanbt. 
Georgb  Frederick  Samuel  Marques^ 

of  BiPON. 

William  Marquess  of  Abergavenny. 
Gavin  Marquess  of  Brbadalbanb. 

WiLUAM  Henrt  Earl  of  Mount  Edq- 
cuMBE,  Lord  Stsward  of  the  Boutehold. 

Edward  Earl  of  Lathov,  iMri  Chamber- 

lain  of  the  Soueehold. 
Charles  Henby  John  Earl  ot  Sbbstb- 

BURY. 

Edward  Bjorsr  Earl  (tf  Derby. 
Warner  Francis  John  Flantaoenet 

Earl  of  Huntingdon. 
George  Robert  Charles  Earl  of  Peic- 

BROKB  AND  MoNTGOMEBY. 

William  Beoinald  Earl  of  Devon. 

Henry  Charles  Earl  of  Suffolk  and 

Bibkbhibs. 
Rudolph  WnxiAX  Basil  Earl  of  Dkh- 

bigh. 

Francis  Williax  Henry  Earl  of  West- 

MORLAim. 

Montague  Earl  of  Ldtosvy. 

Harry  Earl  of  Stampord. 

George  Jameb  "Eaxl  of  Winchilsea  and 

Nottingham. 
Henry  E^win  Chandos  Earl  of  Chbs- 

Edward  George  Henby  Ewl  of  Saitd- 

wich. 

Arthur  Algernon  Earl  of  Essex. 
William  George  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

William  Henry  Walter  Earl  of  Don- 
caster.  {Duhof  BwelevehottdQuenu- 
herr^.) 

Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftbbbuby. 

 Earl  of  BSBKELET. 


Montagu  Abthur  Earl  of  Abinqdoh. 

Aldred  Frederick  Georgb  Beresford 
Earl  of  Scarbrough. 

George  Thomas  Earl  of  Albemarle. 

Georob  Wiluax  Earl  of  Cotektby. 

Victor  Albert  George  Earl  of  Jbbsbt, 

William  Henrt  Earl  Poulett. 

Walter  HenrtErtI  of  Mab  andKbllis. 
{Mooted  for  SooHatd.) 
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Clauds  Earl  of  Strathvokb  aitd  Eiko- 

HOBK.    {Elected  for  8Mmd.) 
Gbobob  Earl  of  HiDDnraroir.  {EUvted 

for  Sceikmd.) 
Jomr  Tbottbb  Earl  of  LnroaAT.  {EheUd 

for  Scotland.) 
Datid  Starlet  William  Earl  of  Ajkub. 

{£l§cted  for  Scotland.) 
Alexander  Earl  of  Lztezt  aitd  Mel- 

TiLLB.   (£Wa2  far  Scotland.) 
Obouqe  JoHirEarlofNoBTHEBK.  {£lccUd 

for  Scotland.) 
Qeobqe  Williau  Hamilton  Earl  of 

Obxivey.    {Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Skwallis  Edward  Earl  Febbees. 
William  Walter  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
Charles  Earl  of  Taiikebtille. 
Chables  WiQHTWiox  Earl  of  Atlesfobd. 
Francis  Thomas  De  Grey  Earl  Cowpbb. 
Arthur  Philip  Earl  Staithofe. 
Thomas  Attqusttts  Wolstenholme  Earl 

of  Maoglesfield. 

Douglas  Beebsfobd  Malzse  Ronald 
Earl  Graham.   {Duh  of  MontroMe.) 

William  Fbeuebioe  Earl  Waldegeavb. 

Bertram  Earl  of  Ashburkhah. 

ChaKLBS  AuOUSTUB  Earl  of  HABBIHGTOir. 

IsAAO  Newton  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 
George  Guy  Earl  Bbooke  and  Earl  of 

Warwick. 
SiDNET  Caeb  Earl  of  BucKmoHAUSHntE. 
William  Thomas  Spencer  Earl  Fm- 

WILLIAIC. 

Fredbbiok  GteoBOB  Earl  of  Guilfobd. 

Chables  Philif  Earl  of  Hardwickb. 

HsirBT  Edward  Earl  of  Ilchebter. 

BEonrALD  WnrosdE  Earl  De  La  Wabb. 

Jacob  Earl  of  Radnor. 

JoHK  PoTNTZ  Earl  Spencer. 

Allen  Alexander  Earl  Bathubst. 

Arthur  Wills  John  Wellington 
Blundsll  Tbumbuu.  Earl  of  Hills- 
borough.   {Marquess  of  Dowrukire.) 

Edward  Hyde  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

William  Datid  Earl  of  Mansfield. 

John  Jakes  Hugh  Henbt  Earl  Strange. 
{JhicofAthole.) 

William  Henry  Earl  of  Mount  Edo- 
cuMBE,  {In  another  place  m  Lord 
Steward  of  the  Bbtuehold.) 

Hugh  Earl  Fobtesoub. 

HeKBT    HoWABD  IfoLTNBUX   Ettrl  of 

Cabkarton. 


Geobge  Hehby  Earl  Cadooan. 
Jaheb  Howabd  Earl  of  Malmbsbubt. 

John  VANsnrART   Danvers  Earl  of 

IiA2TB8BOBouoH.  {Elcctcd  foT  Ireland.) 
BIdward  Nugent  Earl  of  Milltown. 

{Eketedfor  Ireland.) 
Henbt  John  Reuben  Earl  of  Fobt- 

arlington.    {Elected  for  Ireland.) 
Hugh  Earl  Anneslet.     {Elected  for 

Ireland.) 

John  Henbt  Reoinau)  Earl  of  Olok-- 

MELL.    {Mecied  for  Ireland.) 
Qeorqe  Charles  Earl  of  LvoAN.  {Meefei 

for  Ireland.) 
Somerset  Riohabd  Earl  of  Bblmorb. 

{Elected  for  Ireland.) 
James  Francis  Earl  of  Bandon.  {Elected^ 

for  Ireland.) 
James  Earl  of  Caledon.    {Elected  for 

Ireland.) 

Francis  Robert  Earl  of  Rossltn. 
William   Gbobob    Bobebx  Earl  of 
Craven. 

William  Htt.TiTkr  Earl  of  Onslow. 

Charles  Earl  of  Romney. 

Henry  Thomas  Earl  of  Ghiohesteb. 

Seymour  John  Obey  Earl  of  Wilton. 

Edward  Jaues  Earl  of  Powis. 

Horatio  Earl  Nelson. 

Lawrence  Earl  of  Rossb.   {Elected  for, 
Ireland.) 

Sydney  Wiluau  Heioebt  Earl  Man-' 

vers. 

Horatio  Earl  of  Orfobd. 

Henbt  Earl  Gbet. 

Hugh  Cecil  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

Dudley  Franois  Stuart  Earl  of  Hab- 

ROWBT.  {In  another  Place  at  Lord  Frivy 

Seal.) 

Hbnbt  Thynne  Earl  of  Harewood. 
William  Hugh  Earl  of  Minto. 
Alan  Fbxderiok  Earl  Oathoabt. 
Jambs  Walteb  Earl  cS  Yebttlam. 

Adeldert  Welltnoton  Bbownlow  Earl 
Bbownlow. 

Henry  Oobnwalus  Earl  of  Saint  Gee-, 
mans. 

Albert  Edmund  Earl  of  Morlby. 
Orlando  Gbobob  Charles  Earl  of  Bbad- 

KORD. 

Frederick  Earl  Beauoeamp. 
John  EbtrLof  Eldon, 
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BtOHABD  Wnxuu  Fbhh  Earl  Hows. 
GioBOB  Ed-wabd  Johh  Uotbeat  Earl 

of  Stbadbboke. 
Fbanois  Ohables  Earl  of  Kilmoeby. 

{EUeied for  Ireland.) 
Geubles  SiBVABTEarlYAiTB.  {Marqum 

of  Lm^tonitrry.) 
WiLMAK  Pitt  Earl  Akhbbbt. 
JoflK  Fkedebiok  Yauohait  Earl  Gavdob. 
William  Geoeoe  Eaxl  of  Munstkb. 
BoBEBX  Adam  Fkileps  Haldaite  Earl  of 

OAHPBBDOfnr. 

Thomas  Qeorqb  Earl  of  Liohfibld. 
John  Geobob  Earl  of  Dubhak. 
CteAmriLLE  Geoboe  Earl  Gbaittillb. 
Henbt  Earl  of  EFFmaHAH. 
Henbt  John  Earl  of  Buoie. 
Ohables  Alfbxd  Wobslst  Earl  of  Tab- 

BOBOUOH. 

Jakes  Henbt  BoBZBTEaxIlHinn.  {Duk* 

of  JRoxburgh^.) 
Thomas  WiUiIax  Earl  of  Lbioesteb. 
William  Earl  of  Lovelace. 
liAVBBNOS  Earl  of  Zetland. 
Chablbs  William  Fbanoxs  Earl  of 

GAiNSBOuonaH. 
Fbakois  Chables  GsAimLLX  Earl  of 

GsoBOE  Stetbnb  Earl  of  Shuffobd. 
ExNKLM  Ohables  Edwabd  Earl  of  Cox- 

TENHAH. 

William  Henbt  Earl  Oowlbt. 
Archibajjd  William  Earl  of  WmroH. 

{£arl  ofEglintom.) 
William  Hvmblb  Earl  of  Dudubt. 
John  Fbanois  Stanlet  Earl  Busmi.. 
John  Earl  of  Eimbeblbt. 
BTffHA«n  Ead  of  Dabtbet. 
William  Ebnest  Earl  of  Fetbbbhau. 
Fbedebioe  Temple  Earl  of  Duffebin. 
John  Eobekt  Earl  Sydney. 
Henbt  Geoboe  Earl  of  Batsnstobth. 
Edvaed  Montaou  Stuabt  Gbanville 

Earl  of  Whabncliffe. 
Thomas  Geoboe  Earl  of  Nobthbbook. 
John  Thomas  Earl  of  Bedbbdalb. 
Abthub  William  Earl  Cairns. 
Edtabd  Eobbbt  Lttton  Earl  of  Lyttow. 
Edtabo  Earl  of  Lathom.    (In  anoth^ 

FUue  04  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Houte- 

Md.) 

QioBOX  Watbon  Earl  Boasis. 


BouNDEU.  Earl  of  Selbobnb. 
Staffobd  Henbt  Earl  of  Iddbsleioh. 
Albxandeb  William  Gbobgb  Earl  of 
Fife. 

Bobebt  Viscount  Heeefobd. 
Henby  Yiaootint  Bounobboke  and  St. 
John. 

EvELTH  Yisooont  Falmouth. 

Geoboe  Stanley  Viscount  Torbingtoh. 
Ohables  WmjAM  Viscount  Lbihsteii- 

{Duke  of  Zeinsier.) 
Feancis  Wheler  Viacount  Hood. 
Mebttn  Edward  Viscount  Poterscourt. 

{EUeted  for  Ireland.) 
James  Viscount  Lifford.    {Elected  for 

Ireland.) 

Henbt  William  Obosbib  Yisoonnt  Bak- 

oob.    {Meeted  fwr  Jrekmd.) 
Hayes  Viscount  Dohebazlb.  {JBI*^$d 

for  Ireland.) 

CoBNVALUsViscountHA-ffABDEN.  {JSlec- 

ted  for  Ireland.) 
Cobneoib  Fabxeb  YiscouBt  Sr.  Yhtcbnt. 
Bobebt  Viscount  Keltille. 
William  Wells  Viscount  Sidmouth. 
Geoboe  Fbedebiok  Viscount  Txmpl£- 

TOTiT.   {Mtetod  for  Ireland.) 
John  Oami^ll  Viscount  GoKixnr.  {£arl 

of  Aberdeen.) 
Edward   Fleetwood   John  Viscount 

Ezmoitth. 

John  Lms  Gbobob  Viscount  Huiohin- 
aas,   {Earl  of  DMovghmore.) 

Biohabd  Sombbset  Viscount  Olanoarty. 
{Earl  of  daneariy.) 

Wellinoton  Hbnbt  Viscount  Oombeb^ 

MBBE. 

Henbt  Ohables  Viscount  Oantbbbitbt. 
EowiAND  Clboo  Viscount  Hnx. 
Ohables  Stewabt  "^scount  Habdinoe. 
Geoboe  Stephens  Viscount  Gough. 
Charles  Visoount  Etebsley. 
Ohables  Ijindixt  Viscount  Halifax. 
Alexaitoer  Nelson  Viscount  Bbidfort. 
Edwabd  Bebkeley  Visoount  Fobtman. 
Edwabd  Viscount  Oabdwell. 
Gathobnb  Visoount  Obanbrooe.  {In 

anoihtr  Place  a»  Lord  President  of  the 

Council.) 

Bobebt  Viscount  Shbbbbookb. 

Biohabd  Bhsbbtov  Vmmxll  Visoount 
Ltwb. 
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HlOTBT    BoiTTSIUE    WlLLUX  ViSOOOllt 

Haufdsh. 
Qabiot  Joseph  ^sooont  Wolskst. 

Fkedebiqe  Bishop  of  LoNDon. 

JOSBPB  BaBBKB  Bishop  of  DUBEAlf. 

Edvabd  Habold  Bishop  of  Winohbsxbb. 

John  Thohas  Bishop  of  Norwioh. 
JxicEs  Couvmovs  Bishop  of  Banoob. 

HSHBT  Bishop  of  WOBOESTBB. 

OoABLBs  John  Bishop  of  QutvasBTKR 

AND  BbISTOL. 

Thoicas  Leoh  Bishop  of  St.  Albahs. 

JaXBS  Bishop  of  HXBEFOBD. 

WnjJAK  GoNVOB  Bishop  of  Fbtbb- 

BOBOC0H. 

Habtet  Bishop  of  Oaxiisu. 

Abthub  Chables  Bishop  of  Bath  and 

"Wells. 

John  Fielder  Bishop  of  Oxford. 
"BsCBABja  Bishop  of  Ohiohestbb. 
Joshua  Bishop  of  St.  Abafh. 
WiLLiAK  Basil  Bishop  of  St.  Datid's. 
Ahthost  Wilson  Bishop  of  Boohbsteb. 
Williah  Daiathflb  Bishop  of  Lioh* 
nxLD. 

John  Ohulbs  Bishop  of  IjITBBPool. 
Ebhsst  Boland  Bishop  of  Netoastlb. 
"psentkim  Bishop  of  Llandafp. 
ChutBOX  HoTABD  Bishf^  of  TBvao. 
WiLLXAU  Bishop  of  Ohbstke. 
GxoBOB  Bishop  of  Southwell. 

Dudley  Charles  Lord  de  Eos. 
^T.mm  Joseph  Lord  If  owbbat. 
GxoBOB  Uannbbs  Lord  HAsriKas. 
Ed7ARd  Southwell  Lord  de  Clifford. 
Thomas  Crosby  William  Lord  Dacrb. 
Charles  Heetby  Bolle  Lord  CuMTOif. 
Bobert  Nathaniel  Oeoil  Gwoob  Lord 
ZOUOHE  OF  EUrtngwobth. 

Chart,™  Edward  Hastikqs  Lord  Bot- 

BSAUZ.    {£ttrl  of  Loudoun.) 
Tbahcis  Bobzbt  Lord  Cahoys. 
Henbt  Lord  Beaumoitt. 

HeNBT  liOrd  WlLLOUGHBT  DE  BbOXE. 

Sackville  George  Lord  Conyebs. 
Hubert  Geobob  Ohablbb  Lord  Vaux  op 

Habbowdek. 
Baus  Gobson  Lord  'WxNTWOB'm. 

AzraSD  THOXASToVNSUBHuLoidBBATX. 


BOBBBT  GeOBQE  Lord  "WlNDSOB. 
WXLLIAX  HXRBT  JOHN  Lord  NOETH. 

St.  Andrew  Lord  St.  John  op  Bletbo. 
Frederick  George  Lord  Howard  di 

"Waldew. 
William  Joseph  Lord  Fbtbs. 
Fbedebiox  Ben/akin  Lord  Sate  and 

Sele. 

John  Francis  Lord  Abundell  of  W ar- 
dour. 

John  Stuabt  Lord  Clifton.    {Ewl  of 

Darnleif.) 
John  Baptist  Joseph  Lord  Dobmbb. 
Geobob  Henbt  Lend  Tetnhaic. 
Augustus  Fbbdbbick  FirzHEBBEBTLord 

Stafford. 
Geobgb  Frederick  Williau  Lord  Bybon. 
Lewis  Henbt  Hugh  Lord  Cliffobd  of 

Ohui>leioh. 

Williah  Coutts  Lord  Abhpobd. 

Horace  Coubtenat  Gamubll  Lord- 
Fobbbs.   {EUeUi  for  Scotkmd.) 

Alexander  Lord  Saltoun.  (MeeM  for 
Seotland.) 

Charles  Williah  Lord  Sinolub. 
{EUcUifw  Scotland.) 

Charles  Lord  Blanitbs.  (j^mM  for 
Scotland.) 

Alexandeb  Hugh  Lord  Balfoub  of 
Burlet.    {JSUetcd for  Seotland.) 

Walter  Hugh  Lord  Polwabth.  {Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

Eichabd  Edmund  Saint  Lawrence  Lord 
Botlb.    {Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery.) 

George  Lord  Hat.    {Earl  of  Etnnoul.)  • 

DiGBT  Wentworth  Batabd  Tjord  Mid-  . 
dlbton. 

William  John  Lord  Monson. 

Feederioe  Geoboe  Brabazon  Lord 
PoNSONBT.    {Earl  of  Beeihorough.) 

Alfred  Nathaniel  Holden  Lord  Scabb- 

DALI. 

CteoBGE  Florance  Lord  Boston. 

Charles  Georoe  Lord  Lotel  and  Hol- 
land.   {Earl  of  Effmont.) 

Geobob  Wiluam  Henbt  Lend  Vebnon,  .' 

Edwabd  St.  Yinoent  Lord  Digby. 

Geobob  BouoLABLordSuNDBiDGE.  (I>ttie 

of  Argyll.) 

Edwabd  Henbt  Julius  Lord  Hawse. 
Henbt  Thohas  Lord  Fougt.  'j 
Arthur  de  Oardonnbl  Lord  DnncyoR. 
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TH01U8  Lord  WAXsiNosui. 
William  Lord  Baqot. 
O^ABiAS  Hbhbt  Lord  Sottthahftoh. 
Jomt  ItiCfUBD  Bbiitbist  Loid  Ghuirr- 

Geoege  Bbidoes  Hablet  Dsztetett  Lord 

BODNET. 

Philip  Bboinald  Lord  Souees. 
SioOABD  HxHET  Lord  Bebwiok. 

Edwabd  Leititox  Lord  Shebborne. 

JoHK  Hehet  De  La  Foeb  Lord  Ttbons. 
(Jfargm  of  Wataford.) 

HBimTBENTmoEL(HdOut£SioN.  {Earl 

of  Shanncn.) 
Qeab£BS  Lord  SuFFiEiJ}. 

DUDLET  WlLUOT  Lord  DOBOHESTEB. 

Llotd  Ijord  Ksstos. 
Ohabkes  Oobkwaijjs  Lord  Beatbbooke. 
WiLLLUc  Abohee  Lord  Aueebst, 
Sdwabd  Lord  risHEBWiCK.  {Marqum 

of  Donegal.) 
HnrBT  OsABias  Lord  Gaqe.    (  Viscount 

Gago.) 

Thohab  Johh  Lord  Thhelo-w. 

WnjJAK  GtsoBOE  Lord  Avoelasd. 

Obablbs  0EOBOB  Lord  LTrxxLiozr. 

"BxsBY  Qeobos  Lord  Mehsip.  ( Vueount 
Clifdm.) 

Qeoboe  Lord  Stuabt  of  Castlk  Stuabt. 

'  {JSarl  of  Moray.) 

Alus  Pjlaktagenbt  Lord  Stewabt  of 
Gabxjbs.  {Sari  of  Qaihway.) 

Jaiceb  Gbobob  Henbt  Lord  Baijtbbb- 
FOBD.    {Etai  of  Courtoum.) 

WiLLUu  Lord  Bbodbiok.  {Viteomi 
MidUton.) 

Feedeeiok  EenbtWzlleax  Lord  Oal- 

'  THOBFE. 

Fbieb  Boueet  Lord  Ghm>iB. 
Ohables  Bobxbt  Lord  CABBmoTON. 
William  Henbt  Lord  Bolxow. 
Geoboe  I<ord  Nobthwiok. 
Thouas  Lyttlbton  Lord  Lilfobd. 

ThOMAB  Lord  BiBBLESDALE. 

Edtabd  Lord  Ddksakt.    {M«cUd  for 
^Oani.) 

Edvabd  Dohough   Lord  Ikchiquik. 

{EleeUd  for  Ireland.) 
John  Thomas  Wuxiax  -Lcnrd  Uasst. 

{EhoUdfor  Iroland.) 


BoBEaT  Lofd  Oloebbook.   {EleeMl  for 

Ireland.) 

Ghabi^r  Mask  Lord  Headiet.  (  EUeUd 

for  Ireland.) 
Edvabd  Heitby  Chpbchill  Lord  Obof- 

TON.    {Elected  for  Ireland.) 
HsBomi^s  Edwabd  Lord  Laegfobb. 

iElecled  for  Ireland.) 

Dayboixes  Blakenet  Lord  Ybniby 

{Elected for  Ireland.) 
Henbt  Fbutcis  Setuottb  Ijord  Uoobe. 

{JGn^ifwu  of  Lroghoda.) 

JoHX  Henbt  WELLiNGTOirGBASAU  Lord . 

Loirns.    {Jfarqueta  of  Ely.) 

William  Lord  Oartsfobt.     {Earl  of 

Caryifort.) 
Geobge  Ralph  Lord  Abebcbohbt. 
ChabiiES  !Eh)Muin>  Lord  Ellenbobouoh. 

AUGU8TVs!FBEDERIOEA£THUBLordSAia>T8 

Henbt  Nobth  Lord  Sheffield.  {Earl 

ofSkeJield.) 
William  Macnaghten  Lord  Eeskike. 
Geoege  John  Lord  Mokteagle.  {Mar- 

quett  of  Sligo.) 

GEOBGEABTEITBHASTINGSLordGEAlTABD.. 

{Earl  of  Qranard.) 
HuNGEBFORD  Lord  Cbewe. 
•   ■     ■—  Lord  Gardneb, 
John  Thomas  Lord  Maknebs. 
John  Adbiak  Louis  Lord  Hopexoitk. 

{Earl  of  Sopoimm.) 
BioHABD  Lord  OASTLEMi^.  {EUofed 

for  Ireltmd.) 
Charles  Lord  MECDStnc.   (Jfarawtt  tf 

Suntly.) 

Geobge  f^a3>EBioE  Lord  Boss.  {Earl  of 
Gflatgow.) 

WnxiAuWnxoTTGHBTLord  Gbinstead. 

{Earl  of  EnnishilUn.) 
William  TTat.r  John  Charles  Ijord 

FoxpoBD.    {Earl  of  Zinuriek.) 
Francis  Geoboe  Lord  Churchill- 
Geoboe  Bobebt  Oannino  Lord  Habbxs. 
Beginald  Chables  Edwaiu)  Lord  Col- 

OHESTEB. 

Sohomberg  Henry  Lrad  Kbb.  {Mm" 
queea  of  Zofhmn.) 

Henbt  Francis  Lord  Minster.  {Mar- 
quess Conyngham.) 

James  Edward  William  Theobald  Lord 
Obhohde.    {Marqwts  of  Ormonde,) 

Fbancis  Biohabd  Lord  Wehtbs.  {Sari 
of  Wmgts.) 


Digitized  by 


SPnOOTAL  AND  TEMPOBAL. 


John  SxBAirax    Lord  QLAHBRAnuix. 
{JBarl  of  Sodem.) 

WixxuicLyooKLcffdSiLOmseTiB.  {£!arl 
of  Longford.) 

Oi/nrwoBTHT  John  Etbe  Lord  Obieu 

(  Vueownt  MataorMM.) 
SnoH  Ix)rd  Delauzbe. 
GsoBOB  Cecil  Weld  Lord  Eoresteb. 
John  William  Lord  Batleigh. 
Edbio  Fbbdkbio  Lord  Giffobd. 

HUBEET      GeoBOB     Lotd  SoMEBHILL. 

{Marqttm  of  Clanrieardo.) 
Jakes  Ludovio  Lord  Wioak.    (&rl  of 

Crawford  and  BdlearrM.) 
XTcHTEB  Jomr  Mabk  Lord  Bakfxtbly. 

{Earl  of  Bat^urly.) 
Gsoboe  Lord  De  Tabxst. 
Chablkb  Stuabt  HENBTLord  Tentebdeit. 
William  ComrNOHAU  Lord  Pluheet. 
WiLLiAic  Hehbt  Ashe  Lord  Heztes- 

BUBT. 

AsOHIBALDFHILIPL(H?dB08EBEBY.  {Earl 

of  Eotther^.) 
SiCHABD   Jakes   Lord  Clakwilliak. 
{Em-1  of  ClanwiUiam.) 

WiLLiAK  Dbafeb  Moetimer  Lord  Wtn- 

FOBD. 

WiLLXAK     HeNBT    Ix)rd  KlLMABHOQg. 

{EarlofErroU.) 
Abthub  Jakes  Fbanois  Lord  FnroAix. 

{Earl  of  FingaU.) 
WiLUAK  Philip  Lord  Seftok.   {Emrl  of 

Sefton.) 

BoBEBT  Bbbkinghak  Lord  Olbuzxts. 

{Earl  of  Leitrim.) 
Thomas  Lord  Keiojb.     {Marqn»tt  of 

Roadfort.) 
William  Lord  Ohawobth.    {Earl  of 

Obaklbs  AixufHtrs  Lord  Bunkobe- 

{Earl  of  Ihmmore.) 
Auousnra  Fbedeeick  Qeoboe  Wabwiok 

Lord  FOLTIKOBE. 

Llbweltn  Ketill  Yaitohan  Lord  Mos- 

TYIT. 

Hbhbt  SFBirosB  Lord  Tekflekobs. 
Talentinb  Fbedeeick  Lord  Cloncubet. 
John  St.  Yctoent  Lord  De  8avkabez. 
Thokas  Lord  Denilut. 
William  Fbedebiok  Lord  Asinobb. 
Philip  Lord  Db  L'Ihle  ahd  Dudley. 
Alexandeb  Hugh  Lord  Aehbubton. 
Edwabd  BnrniEB  Lord  Hathbbton. 


Gbobgb  Henbt  C^ablbs  Ixtrd  Stbaf. 

FOBD. 

Abchibald  Bbabazon  Sfabeo'w,  Lord 
WoELcroHAK.    {Earl  of  Gotford.) 

WnxiAK  Fbedeeice  Loi^  Stbathbdbn. 

Geoffbet  Dominioe:  Augustus  Fbede- 
eice Lord  OEAIfKOES   AND  BbOWNE. 

{Elected  for  Ireland.) 
SmoN  Lord  Lotat. 
William  Bateman  Lord  Batehan. 
Jakes  Molyneuz  Lord  Ceabixuoxt. 

{Earl  of  Charlemont.) 
Alosbnon  Havedts  Thokohd  Lord. 

KiNTORE.    {Earl  ofKiniere.) 
Geoeoe  Fonsonbt  Lord  Liskobe.    (  VU- 

count  Lumore.) 
Debeiok  Wabheb  Williak  Lord  Boss- 

KOBE. 

EoBEET  Shaplaio)  Geoboe  Julian  Lord 

Cabew. 

Ohahles  Feedeeick  Ashley  Coopeb 

Lord  De  Mauley. 
Aethub  Lord  Wbottesley. 

Chaeles  Douglas  Biohabd  Lord  Sude- 

ley. 

Feedeeick  Henby  Paul  Lord  Methuen. 
Hekey  Edwaed  John  Xord  Stanley  of 

Aldebley. 
William  Henby  Lord  Leigh 
Beilby  Lord  Wewlook. 
William  Lord  Lueoan. 

Thokas  Spbing  Iiord  Hontsagle  of 
Bbandon. 

Jakes  Lord  Seaton. 

John  Manley  Aebuthnot  Lord  Keane. 

John  Lord  Ozehfoobd.    {Earl  of  Stair.) 

Chables  Obbspiony  Lord  Vivian. 

Heney  William  Lord  Congleton. 

Denis  St.  Geobge  Lord  Dunsandle  and 

Clanconal.    {Elected  for  Ireland.) 
TicTOE  Alexandeb  Lord  Elgin.  {Earl 

of  Elgin  and  Kincardine.) 
William  Hekey  Fobestee  Lord  Londks- 

BOEOUGH. 

Chables  Eobeet  Claude  Lord  Thubo. 

Abthub  Lord  De  Feeywe. 

"Edwaxd  Buktknshaw  Lord  Saimt 
Leonabds. 

Geoegb  Frrz-EoY  Henby  Lord  Raglak.  - 
Gilbbbt  Hbnby  liOrd  Ayeland. 
Valentine  Augustus  Lord  Kbnkabb 

{Earl  of  Eenmare.) 
HxNBT  Lord  Bslpxe. 
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ItlOHABD  WOGAN  Loid  TaLBOT  DE  MaLA- 

HIDE. 

BoBEBT  Lord  Ebubt. 

Charles  Comptow  Wiluam  Lord  Ches- 

HAM. 

Fbedeeio  Atrouaros  Iiord  Chelu sfobd. 
JoHir  Lord  Orubstok. 

Henby  Lord  Leconfield. 

WlLBRAHAM  Lord  EOEETON. 

GoDPBBT  Chabi^s  Lord  Tbedeoab. 

Frrz  Patrick  Hehbt  Lord  Lytzdek. 

HzMBT  Ohables  Lord  Bboitghaic  aitd 
Tattx. 

Arthur  Fitz-Gerald  Lord  Kinitaird. 

BiCHARD    LUTTRELL    FiLKIKGTOIT  Lord 

"Westbury. 
Pbahoib  William  FrrzHABDiKaE  Lord 

FrrzHASDnraE. 
Luke  George  Lord  Annaly. 
Kobert    Offley    Ashburtov  Lord 

Houghton. 
WiLUAK  Lord  KOUILLY. 
George  Philips  Alekawder  Lord  Bar- 

RooiLL.    {£!<wl  of  Caithtuu.) 
TuouAs  Loi-d  Cleruokt. 

Jaues  Herbert  Gustayus  Meredyth 
Lord  Meredyth.    (Lord  Athlvmney.) 

Windham  Thomas  Lord  Kehrt.  {Earl 
of  Dunravm  and  Mount-Earl.) 

Ohabiss  Stakley  Lord  Mohok.  (  Vit- 
AWn^  Mtmok.") 

John  Major  Lord  Habtishbbe.  {Lord 

Smniker.) 

Hedworth  Hylton  Lord  Htlton. 
Edward  Gordon  Lord  Penrhyn. 

GusTATUS  Bussell  Lord  Brancefeth. 

{Vitcount  JBoyne.) 
John  Henbt  Lord  Ejbsteten. 
Abthub  Iiord  Obmathwaite. 
Edtard  Lord  O'Neill. 
BoBBBT  Cobnelis  Lord  Napieb. 

Jenico  Willluc  Joseph  Lord  Gobman- 
8T0N.    (  VUcotmt  Gormantton.) 

John  Hamilton  Lord  Lawrence. 

James  Plaisted  Lord  Penzance. 

John  Lord  Dunning.    {Zord  JRollo.) 

James  Lord  Balinhard.  {Earl  of 
SoutJmh.) 

WnjJAM  Lord  Habe.  {Earl  of  Zittowel.) 
Fbahois  Edwabd  Lord  Howabd  of 
Olosbop. 


Bernard    Edwabd    Barnaby  Lord 

Castletown. 
John  Emerzch  Edward  Lord  AoroH. 
Thomas  Ohables  Lord  Bobabtes. 
George  Ghent-ell  Lord  Wolteeton. 
Algeenom  William  Fulke  Lord  Gbe- 

TILLE. 

Thomas  Towneley  Lord  O'Hagan. 

William  Lord  Sandhurst. 
f^tSDEBic  Lord  Blachpobd 
Faancis  Lord  Ettbice.    {Lord  Napior.) 
James  Charles  Herbebt  WelbobbGlus 

Lord  Somebton.  {Earlof  Normanton.) 
Bobebt    Alexander    Shafto  Lord 

Waveney. 
Henbt  Austin  Ijord  Abebdabe. 
Jajczs  Lord  Moncbeiff. 
John  Duke  Lord  Colebidge. 
William  Lord  Ehly. 
Chiohj^ter  Samuel  Lord  CABLcroFOBD. 
Thomas  Francis  Lord  GoTTEflLOE. 
Edmund  Lord  Hammond. 
John  Slanby  Lord  Hamftov. 
John  Lord  Wihmabi^eigh. 
OaABLEfi  Albzandxb  L(ffd  Douglas. 

{Earl  ofSotM.) 
John  William  Lord  Bamaay.    {Earl  of 

J)alhoum.) 

John  Henbt  Lord  Febmakaoh.  {I^rl 

of  Eh-nt.) 
William  Bichard  Lord  Harlech. 
Henby  Gerard  Xxird  Alinqton. 
John  I«ord  Tollemache. 
Bobebt  Tolter  Lord  Gebabd. 
Hobtimbb  Lord  Saoetillb. 
Colin  Lord  Blackburn.    (A  Lord  of 

Appoal  in  Ordinary.) 

0HAIU.E8  Bowyeb  Lord  Nobtov. 

Geobgs  William  Lord  Shuts.  (Tm- 
count  Harrington.) 

William  Lord  Watson.    {A  Lord  of 

Appeal  in  Ordinary.) 
Lawrence  Hebketh  Lord  Haldon. 
Itob  Bertie  Lord  Wdibobne. 
Abthub  Edwabd  Lord  Abdilauk. 
Alexandeb  Dundas  Boss  Lord  Laming - 

TON. 

Ohables  Fbedebiok  Lord  DommrroN. 
Arthur  Edwin  Lord  Trevor. 
Montagu  William  Lord  Bowton. 
WiLUAK  FBAKOifl  Lord  Mouht-Tehfi^. 
Edwabd  HuoBasEir  Lord  Beaboubhx. 
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Aktbcb  Olitsb  Yilubks  Lord  Ampt- 

HILL. 

William  MosxAau  Lord  Twbeddale. 
{Marqvesa  of  TmeddaU.) 

WiLUAic  ITliox  Tbtstkax  Loid  Hovth. 

{Smrl  offfowth.) 
DoNAU)  James  Lord  Beat. 
Habcoubt  Lord  Dehweht. 
Hbrby  Jambs  Lord  Hotbfibld. 

I>UDLBT  COUTTS  Lord  TWEEDMOUTH. 

Qeobob  Wiluah  Wilbhere  Lord  Bkam- 

■WEIX. 

John  Datzd  Lord  Fitz  Gebald.  {A 

lard  cf  Appeal  in  Ordintrj/J) 
Fkbdbbios  Bbavohamp  Paget  Iiord  Al- 

OXSTXB. 

Alfbed  Lord  Tenhtsoit. 
Jaues  Lord  Stbathspbt.    {Earl  of  Sea- 
field.) 

John  Geobos  Lord  Uone  Bbetton. 
WAI.TIB  Ohablea  Lord  NoBTaBomtNE. 
Abthxtb  Saundebs  William  Ohables 

Fox  Lord  Sudlbt.  (Earl  of  Arran.) 

JOHK  BOBBBT  WlLLUU  Lord  DE  VeSOI. 

{JFiaemmtde  Feeei.) 
Habmaduxb  Fbahois  Lord  Hbbribb. 


Habdihob  Staklbt  Lord  Haxsbubt 
(7n  another  Place  at  Lord  Eigh  Chan- 
cellor.) 

Mebttv  Edvabd  Lord  PoTEBSOOTntT 
{In  another  FUee  at  Viteouni  Fouert- 

eom-t.) 

Abthokt  Hehey  Lord  Nobtrikoton. 

(Lord  Henley.) 
Nathaniel  Maybb  Ijord  Rothschild. 
Edward  Cuablbs  Lord  Eevelstoke. 
RoBBBT  Pobeett  LokI  Uonkswell. 
Abthtjk  Lord  Hobhoitse. 
Ralph  Robebt  Whebleb  Lord  Linoen. 

Edwabd  Lord  Ashbovbne. 
RovLAND  Lord  Saint  Oswald. 
Robebt  James  Lord  Wantage. 
WiLLiuc  Baliol  Lord  Esheb. 
Thouas  Lord  Bebamobe. 
HenutJohn  Lord  Montagu  of  Beau- 
lhu. 

William  Bullbb  Fullbbtov  Lord  El- 

pbinstonx. 
Chables  John  Lord  OoLTnxB  of  Oul- 

boss. 


There  are  two  Taoanoies  in  the  Representation  of  the  Peers  for  Bootland  caused, 
bj  the  deaths  of  the  Yisooont  Strathallan  and  the  Lord  Borthwick. 


Digitized  by 


LIST  OF  THE  COMMONS. 


THE   NAMES   OF  MEMBERS 

BSTURNED  TO  SERVE  IN  THE  TwENTT-THIBD  PaKLIAHSNT  OF  THE  UNITED  KiWQDOM 

OP  Gbeat  Bbitain  and  Ibeland,  sxnncoNSD  to  heet  at  Westuinsteb 
TUX  Twelfth  Day  of  Januabt,  Oss  Thodsand  Eight  Hundbbd  and 
Eiohtt  Six,  as  bt  the  sevebal  Setubns  filed  in  the  Ofpioe  of  ths- 
Olbsk  of  thb  Cbow  in  Chanoeby  appbabs. 


BEDFORD. 
Nobthebn,  or  Biooleswade  Division, 
Oharlee  MAgniac. 

BOTTTHEBN,  OT  LUTOH  DiVIMON, 

Cyril  Flower. 

BEDFORD  BOROUGH. 

Samuel  'WMtbread. 

BEBKS. 
Nobthebn,  or  Aberodoh'  Division, 
Philip  "Wroughton. 

SouTHEBN,  or  Newbdby  Division, 
\Pilliaiu  G«orge  Mount. 

Eastebn,  or  WoKiNOHAic  Division, 
Sir  George  Bussell,  bt. 

READING  BOROUGH. 

Oharies  Townahend  Murdoch. 

WINDSOR  (NEW)  BOROUGH. 
Bobert  BichardBon-Gardner. 

BUCKS, 

KOBTHXBN,  or  BVOEIKOHAU  DtVISION, 

Captain  Edmund  Hope  Vemey. 

Mid,  or  Atlesbuby  Division, 
Baron  Ferdinand  James  de  Bothaohild. 

SotTTHEBN,  or  Wtoohbe  Dxvibiov, 
Tisoount  Oannm. 


OAMBBIDGE. 
Nobthebn,  or  Wisbech  Division,  ^ 
John  Bigby. 

Wbstebn,  or  Ohsstxbtor  Division, 
Charles  Hall. 

Eastebn,  or  Nbwkabkbt  Division, 
Qeoi^  Newiws. 

CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY, 
Bt.  Hon.  Alexander  James  Beresford 

Bereaford-Hope,  LL.D., 
Bt.  Hon.  Henry  Cecil  Eaikea,  M.A. 

CAMBRIDGE  BOROUGH. 

Bobert  Uniaoke  Penrose  Fitz  Gerald. 


CHESTER. 

WiBBAL  Division, 
Edward  Thomaa  Davenant  Cotton. 

Eddisbubv  Division, 
Henry  James  Tollemache. 

Macclesfield  Division, 
William  Ooare  Brocklehurst. 

Obewe  Division, 
George  William  Latham. 

Nobthwioh  Division, 
John  Tomlioson  i&unner. 

Altbinohak  Division, 
John  Brooks. 
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Ohbster — cent. 

H'n>B  Dmaioir, 
Ihomas  Oair  Ashton. 

EmnvFOKD  Dmnov, 
Hon.  Alan  de  Tatton  Egerton. 

BIRKENHEAD  BOROUGH. 

lAent.-OeneTal  Sir  Edward  Brace  Ham- 
ley,  K.0  B. 

CHESTER  BOROUGB. 
Balthazar  Walter  Foster. 

STOCKPORT  BOROUGH. 
Louis  John  Jennings, 
William  Tipping. 


{OOldCONS,  1880) 


WssTBBn,  or  St.  Itbs  Dmsiov, 
Sir  John  St.  Aubyn,  bt. 

NOBIH- WeSTEBH,  or  OAHSOnNZ  DiTISZON, 

Oharles  Augustus  Vai^ttart  Oonybeare. 

Tburo  DmstON, 
William  BicHord  Smith. 

Med,  or  St.  Austell  Bmsioir, 
William  Oopelaitd  Borlase. 

South-Eastebn,  ot  BoDicnr  Dmsioir, 
Leonard  Henry  Courtney. 

Nobtb-Eabtebn,  or  Lauhoestom 

DiVISIOH, 

Charles  Thomas  Dyke  Aoland. 

PENRYN  AND  FALMOUTH  BOROUGH. 
David  James  Jenkins. 

OUHBERIiAND 

NOBTHERN,  or  ESEDALE  DmSIOH, 

Robert  Andrew  Allison. 

Mm,  or  PKHUTH  Dttisioh, 
HsDry  Oharles  Howard. 

COOEEBUOUTH  DlTIBIOir, 

Charles  James  Valentine. 

WsffRBir,  orSsBBVOHT  Dmsion, 
Lord  Unncaster. 

CARLISLE  BOROUGH. 
Robert  Ferguson, 

ffHITEHAVEN  BOROUGH. 

Ri  Hon.  Grmrge  Augustus  Frederick 
CaTendish  Boitinok. 


.  DUEtBT. 
High  Fb&e  Dmnov, 
William  Sidebottom. 

Nobth-East^rit  DmnoH, 
Hon.  Francis  i^rton. 

OBBsmtKBLD  Dmsrozr, 
Alfred  Bamea. 

Wesisbn  DmsioH, 
Lord  Edward  Oavendiah. 

Mid  Ditision, 
James  Alfred  Jacoby. 

Ilkkstoh  DtrxsioN, 
Tlunaas  Watson. 

SoiTTHEBN  DXTZBIOV, 

Henry  Wardle. 

DERBT  BOROUGH. 
Thomas  Boe, 

Bt.  Hon.  Sir  WOliam  George  Orannlle 
Tenables  Vernon  Harcourt,  knt. 

DEVON. 
Eabtebit,  or  Honitok  Dmsiov, 
Sir  John  Henry  Kennaway,  bt. 
Nobth-Eastben,  or  TtncBTOR  Dmsiov, 
Lt-Ool.  William  Hood  Walrond. 

NOETHEBN,  or  SoUTH  MoLTOK  DZVISIOIT, 

Viscount  Lymington. 

Noeth-Wbstebn,  or  Babitstafub 
Divisioir, 
George  Pitt  Lewis. 

WzsiBHir,  or  Tavtstook  Ditisxon, 
Viscount  Ebrington. 

SOVTHBBN,  or  TOTNES  DIVISION, 

Franoia  Bingham  Mildmay. 

ToBQVAY  Dmsnnr, 
Lewis  M'lver. 

MtD,  or  ASHBUBTON  DmsioH, 

Oharles  Seale-Hayne. 

DEVONFORT  BOROUGH. 
George  Edward  Price. 
John  Henry  Fuleston, 

EXETER  BOROUGH. 

Hon.  Henry  Stafford  Northoote. 

FLTHOUTH  BOROUGH. 

Sir  Edward  Bates,  bt. 
Edward  George  COarke. 
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NoBXHXBN  DirmoH, 
Hon.  Edwin  Berkdey  Fortman 

EiSTBBir  PmaxozTt 
Fasooe  Oborles  Glyn. 

BODTBEBH  Din  Slow, 

Heniy  Farkman  Sturgis. 

WsmKB  DmfliOH, 
Heniy  Bichard  Farquharaon. 


DTJBHAM. 
Jaerot  Dmaiov^ 
Oharles  Mark  Falmer. 

HOTTQHTON-LE-SFfiIHa  DlVIBIOIT, 

John  Wilaon. 

Chs8ter-le-Stkeet  DmnoH, 
James  Joioey. 

Norte-Wbbtbbit  DmsioH, 
UeweUyn  Archer  Atherley  Jones. 

Mid  Ditwion, 
WiUiam  Crawftnd. 

South-Eastern  Ditibion, 
Uajor  Cteneral  Sir  Hen^  Marshman 
HaTelock-AUan,  bt.,  T.O.,  03. 
Bishop  Auoxlahd  Bitisxon, 
James  Uellor  Faolton. 

Babitabd  Oastia  Division, 
Sir  Joseph  Whitwell  Fease,  Bt. 

DARLINGTON  BOROUGH. 

Theodore  Fry. 

DURHAM  BOROUGH. 

Thomas  Uilvain. 

GATESHEAD  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Walter  Henry  James. 

HARTLEPOOLS  (THE)  BOROUGH. 

Thomas  l^ehardfion. 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  BOROUGH. 

James  Cochran  Stevenson. 

STOCKTON  BOROUGH. 

Joseph  Dodds. 

SXnmERLAND  BOROUGH. 

Edward  Temperley  Qourley, 
Samuel  Storey. 


(OOUMONS,  1886}  Jfmiw*. 

Essex — cont. 

SoTTrHEBK,  or  BoKFOBD  DmnoK, 
John  Westlake. 

Westebh,  or  EPMsra  Ditisiok, 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  Hemy  John  Selwin- 
B)bet8on,  bt. 

NoETHBBN,  or  Satteoh  Waldbk 
Division, 
Herbert  OoUtoon  Gardner. 

Nobth-Easisbn,  or  Hakwioh  Dittsion, 
James  Bound. 

Eastebh,  or  ICauwn  Divibion, 
Albert  Oeorge  Eitching. 

Kid,  or  Ohelicsfo3U>  DmBzov, 
TViUiam  James  Beadel. 

South-Eastbkn  Division, 
William  Thomas  Makins. 

COLCHESTER  BOROUGH. 

Heniy  John  IVotter. 

WEST  HAM  BOROUGH. 
North  Division, 
Edward  Bider  Oook. 

South  JHvitiM, 
Joseph  Leicester. 


ESSEX. 

South-Westebn,  ox  Walthaustow 
Division, 

Edward  North  Bnxton. 


GLOU0E8TEB. 
If  id,  or  Stboud  Division, 
Hon.  Henry  Bobert  Brand. 

NOBTHBBN,  or  TSWEESBUBT  DIVISION, 

John  Beginald  Yorke. 

Eastern,  or  Oibenoester  Division, 
Arthur  Brend  Winterbotham. 

FosEST  of  Dean  Division, 
Thomas  Blake. 

SovTHSBN,  or  Thobnbubt  Division, 
Edward  Stafford  Howard. 

BRISTOL  BOROUGH. 
lF4ii  Dvmion, 
Bt.  hon.  Sir  Uiohael  Edward  Hidke- 

Beach,  bt. 

North  Diviiion, 

Lewis  Fry. 

£t»t  Divitien, 

HandeL  Oosaham. 

8<mth  JHvisioH, 

Joseph  Dodge  Weston. 

CHELTENHAM  BOROUGH. 

James  Tynte  Agg-Qardner. 

GLOUOESTER  B0E(OUGH, 

Thomas  Bobineon. 
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HANTS. 

NffBTHBBH,  or  BASIKaSTOXS  DiriSION, 

Bt.  hum.  Geoi^  Solator-Booth. 

WraxBur,  or  Abdotbb  DmsioN, 
William  Wi^er  Bramaton  Beaoh. 

Babisbn,  or  FETBBaFixLD  DiruiQir, 
Yisoonnt  Wolmer. 

SoiTTHBBir.  or  Fabshah  DmsioN, 
Iieat.-Gen.  Sir  Frederiok  WeUington 
John  FitzWygram,  bt. 

Nbw  F0BB8T  DmsKar, 
Francis  Oompton. 

GHBISTGHURGU  BOROUail. 

Oharles  Edward  Baring  Toung. 

PORTSMOUTH  BOROUGH. 
Sir  "William  Grossman,  K.O.M.G. 
Philip  Vanderbyl. 

SOUTHAHPTON  BOROUGH. 

Alfred  QUee. 

^oe  Adm.  Sir  John  Edmund  OommerelL 
V.O..  K.O.B. 

WINCHESTER  BOROUGH. 
Arthur  Loftus  Xottenhuu. 


HEREFOED. 

NoBTHBior,  or  Lxounsxeb  Bituion, 
Thomas  Dnbkham. 

SonTHERN,  or  Boss  DinsioK, 
Ifichael  Biddulph. 

HEREFORD  BOROUGH. 

Joseph  Pulley. 

HEBTFOBD. 

NoBTHBKir,  or  HiTCHm  Dmsioir, 
Bobert  Dimedale  (Baron  oi  the  Buman 

Empire). 

Eastebm,  or  HzBTFOBD  DinaioN, 
Abel  Smith. 

IftD,  or  St.  Aldan's  Ditisioh, 
Viscount  Orimston. 

WxsTHBK,  or  Watpoed  Division, 
Thomaa  Frederick  Halaey. 

HtJNTINGDON. 

SotrrHBB2T,  or  HuiniKGnxnr  DznsiOH, 
Thomas  Coote,  jun. 

NonTHXKK,  or  Baiisat  Diviskin, 
William  Henry  Fellowes. 


ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
Sir  Biohard  Erward  Webster,  lent. 


\%  1886)  Mm^. 

KENT. 

Westskn,  or  SBTSiroAEs  Dmsiov, 
Oharles  William  Hills. 

North- WssiXBir,  or  Dabtfobd 
DmsioH, 

Bt.  Hon.  Sir  William  Hart-Dyke,  bt. 

South-Westbbn,  or  Tuitbbxdoe 
DmsioR, 

Bobert  Norton. 

Uio,  or  ICsDv  AT  DmnoN, 
Hon.  John  Stewart  Gathorne-Hardy. 

Nobth-Eastbsn,  or  Faybbshah 
Division, 

Herbert  Thomas  Knatchbnll-Hugessen. 

SouTHBBir,  or  Ashfo&d  Division, 
William  Pomfret  Pomfret. 

Eabtbbit,  or  St.  Avoustirb's  Bmsioir, 
Aretas  Ackers-Douglas. 

Isle  of  Thamet  Dmsiow, 
Oolonel  Edward  Bobert  Eiug-Harman. 

CANTERBURT  BOROUGH. 
J<dm  Hemuker  Heaton. 

CHATHAM  BOROUGH. 

Sir  John  Eldon  Gorst^  knt. 

DEPTFORD  BOROUGH. 

William  John  Evelyn. 

DOVER  BOROUGH. 
Major  Alexander  George  DiokB<m. 

oravesend  borough. 
John  Bariey  White,  jun. 

GREENWICH  BOROUGH. 

Thomas  William  Boord. 

HTTHE  BOROUGH. 

Sir  Edward  William  Watkin,  bt. 

LEWISHAM  BOROUGH. 
Viscount  Xiewisham. 

MAIDSTONE  BOROUGH. 
Alexander  Henry  Bobs. 

ROCHESTER  BOROUGH. 

Francis  Oharles  Hughes-HaUett. 

WOOLWICH  BOROUGH. 
Edwin  Hughes. 

LANOASTEB. 
Nortih  Laaoashire, 
NoBTH  Iahbdaix  Diyisiov, 
William  George  Ainslie. 

IiAJfoAsTEB  Division, 
Major  George  Blucher  Heneage  Marton* 
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IiiHOABTEB— 

Blackpool  Dmsiozr, 
Bt.  Hon.  Frederiok  Arthur  Stanley. 

Ohobixt  Ditisioh, 
Ideut.-Q«n.  Bandle  Joseph  Feilden. 

North -Eaet  Lancashirei 
Dabw£h  DmsioK, 
Viscount  Oranbome. 

Olithebob  Ditision, 
Sir  Ughtred  James  Kay-Shuttlewortb^bt. 

AccRnroTON  Dinsioir, 
Frederick  William  Grafton. 

B088ENDALE  DiVXSIOK, 

'Bt.  Hon.  Marquess  of  Hartin^n. 

Sottth-East  Laacaihire, 

"Westhoughtow  I>ivi«ioir, 
Frank  Hardcastle. 

Heywood  DmsiOK, 
Isaao  Hoyle. 

If  II>DI£TO2T  DmSIOH, 

Ool(mel  Gfeorge  SaUs-Bchirabe. 

Badouffe-ouh-Fabkwobth  Division, 
Bobert  Leake. 

EOOLEB  DmsioB, 
Alfred  John  Francis  Egerton. 

Stketvobd  DmsioH, 
WOliam  Agnew. 

Gorton  Dmsioir, 
Biohard  Peacock. 

Fbestwich  Division, 
Abd.  Buckley. 

Sonth-West  Lancaahirfit 

SouTHPOET  Division, 
Oeoi^  Augustas  Filkington. 

ObUSEIBE  D1VI8ION, 

Arthur  Bower  Forwood. 

BooTLi  Division, 
Ideut-Oolonel  Thomas  Myles  Sandys. 

WronsB  Division, 
Tom  Ootttngham  Edwards-Moss. 

Newton  Dmsios, 
Itight  Hon.  Sir  Bichard  Assheton  Cross, 
G.C.B. 

Inoe  DmsiOH, 
Colonel  Henry  BlundeU  -  Hollinshead 
Blundell. 

Leigh  Division, 
Caleb  Wright. 

ASHTON-UND£R-LTME  BOBOUGn. 

John  Edmund  Wentworth  Addistm. 


Lanoastsb — eonf. 

BARaOW-IN-FURNESS  BOROUOn. 

David  Duncan. 

BLACKBURN  BOROUGH. 
William  Coddington. 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  Bobert  Feel,  bt. 

BOLTON  BOROUGH. 
Herbert  Shepherd-Cross. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Francis  Charles  Bridge- 
man. 

BURNLET  BOROUGH. 
Peter  Bylaads. 

BURT  BOROUGH. 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  Henry  James,  knt. 

LIVERl'OOL  BOROUGH. 
KtrkdaU  Division, 
George  Smyth  Baden-Fowell,  0.  M.  G. 

Walton  Division, 
John  George  Gibson, 

£v»rtoH  DtvittM, 
Edward  Whitley. 

Wint  Dtrhy  DivitWH, 
Lord  Claud  Hamilt(m. 

SeotUnd  Division, 
Thomas  Power  O'Connor. 

Maahange  Divisim, 
Laurence  Bit^ardson  Baily. 

Ah«reromhy  Division, 
William  Frederick  Lawrence. 

East  ToxUth  Division, 
Baron  Henry  de  Worms. 

mst  ToxMh  Division, 
Thomas  Bland  B(^en. 

MANOU  ESTER  BOROUOH. 
North-  West  Division, 
WilUorn  Henry  Houldavor^ 

yiorfh  Divioion, 
James  Frederiok  Hutton. 

Norih-East  Division, 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  James  Fei^pisson,  bt. 

Sast  Division, 
Bight  Htm.  Arthur  James  Bal&nr. 

South  Division, 
Sir  Henry  Enfield  Bosooe,  knt. 

South-  Weht  Division, 
Lord  Frederick  Hamilton. 

OLDHAM  BOaOUOIl. 
John  TomHnsoa  Hibbert, 
James  Maokenae  Maclean. 
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PRESTON  BORODGH. 

TViUtam  Edward  Murray  Tcnnlinwm. 
Bobert  William  Hanbury. 

ROCHDALE  BOROUGH. 
Thomas  Bayley  Potter. 

SALFORD  BOROUGH. 

Iforth  IHvinoB, 
Edward  Hazdoasae. 

Wiut  DhinoHj 
Benjamin  Armit^e. 

South  Divinon, 
William  Mather. 

STALTBRIDGE  BOROUGH. 

Tom  Harrop  Sidebottom. 

ST.  HELENS  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Setou-Karr. 

WARRINGTON  BOROUGH. 
Sir  CHlbert  (treenail,  bt. 

WIGAN  BOROUGH, 

Francis  Sharp  Powell. 


LEICESTER. 

Eastibr,  or  MsLTov  DrnsiON, 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  John  Manners. 

Mid,  or  LocGHBoaouaH  DmsiON, 
Jabez  Edwud  JohnBon-Ferguaon. 

Westbrn,  or  BoswoBTH  Drvmoir, 
James  Ellis. 

SouTHSBir,  or  Habbobovoh  "Diyuaoiit, 
Thomas  Tertius  Paget. 

LEICESTER  BOROUGH. 

JamM  Allanson  Fioton. 
Alezander  M'Arditir. 


(OOMMONS,  1886)  Mmitrt, 
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South  Kiwrnvjw,  or  St ahtobd  Dmsioir. 
Jolin  Oomptom  Lawrance. 

HouiAiTD,  or  SpALDnra  Dmsioir, 
Hon.  Murray  Edward  Gordon  FSnoh- 
HattoD. 

BOSTON  BOROUGH. 
William  James  !Digram. 

GRANTHAM  BOROUGH. 

John  William  Mellor. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  BOROUGH. 
Edward  Heneage. 

LINCOLN  BORODGH. 

Joseph  Boston. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Ebsield  Dmszoir, 
Bi  Hon.  Visooont  Folkestone. 

ToTTENEUC  DmSKHT, 

Joseph  Howard. 

H0BH8ET  Dmsioir, 
Sir  James  Maeoaghten  M'Oarel-Hogg, 
bt.,K.O.B. 


MNOOLN. 

Wbst  LorDraT,  or  Gaihsbobo'  Division, 
Joseph  Bennett. 

Nohtu  Lindbet,  or  Bbioq  Division, 
Sir  Henry HeyseyMeysey-Htompson,  bt. 

East  LnmasT,  or  Xjoitth  DmaioH, 
Francis  Otter. 

SOITTH  LutDSET,  Or  HOBHOA8ILB 

Division, 
Bight  Hon.  Edward  Stanhope. 

North  EIestbven,  or  Slea70bd 
Division, 
Bight  Hon.  Heniy  Chaplin. 

YOL.  OOOn.     [thud  sBBiis.] 


Hasbow  Division, 
William  Ambrose. 

Ealing  Divisiok, 
Bt.  Hon.  Lord  GJeorge  Hamilton. 

Bbentfosd  DmsioK, 
Ootavins  Edward  Coope. 

UxBBiDaK  Division, 
Frederick  Dixon  Dixon-Hartland. 

BETHNAL  GREEN  BOROUGH. 

North-Satt  IHnnm, 
Geoi^fe  Howell. 

South-WMi  JHntwit. 
Edward  Hare  Fii^fflsgill. 

CHEI^EA  BOROUGH. 

Biffht  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Wentworth 
Dilke,  bt 

FINSBURT  BOROUGH. 
Molhom  XHfiiiw, 
Odonel  Francis  Duncan. 

Csntral  Lmtion, 
Howard  Spensley. 

James  Big^ood. 

FULHAM  BOROUGH, 

William  Hayes  Fisher. 

[  M 


Digitized  by 


Goog[ 


(OOMMONB^  1886) 


HZDDXXSEX — w»t. 

HAOKNET  BOBOUOH. 

Nitrth  Dtvuiw, 
Major-Gen.  Sir  Lewis  Pelly,  K-CB., 
K.0.8J. 

Central  Divition, 
Simeon-General   Sir  William  Gayer 
Honter,  E.O.M.G. 

South  IHvinon, 
OharleB  Bosaell. 

HAMMERSMITH  BOROUGH. 

U^or-Gen.  Walter  TuckQeld  Golds- 

HAUPSTEAD  BOROUGH. 
Bt.  Hn.  Sir  Henty  Tkurstan  Holland,  bt. 

ISLINGTON  BOROUGH. 

North  Divition, 

George  Christopher  Trout  Hartley. 

Wnt  Divition, 
^ohard  Ohamberlain. 

Ea«t  JDwition, 
Heniy  ^foett  Inoe. 

Sctt^  Dwiiiomj 
Henry  Spioer. 

KENSINGTON  BOROUGH, 
Jforth  DwiHon, 
Sir  Boper  Lethbridge,  knt.,  O.I.E. 

South  Divition, 
Sir  Algernon  Borthwick,  knt. 

LONDON  UNIVERSITT. 

Sir  John  Luhbodk,  bt. 

KABTLEBONE  BOBOUGH. 
Eatt  Divition, 
Lord  Ofaarles  Beresford,  Captain  B.N. 

W4tt  Dipitiom, 
VnAoAdk  Seager-Hunt. 

PADDINGTON  BOROUGH. 

Iforth  Division, 
lAonel  Louis  Oohen, 

South  Divition, 
Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Bandolph  OhurohiU. 

ST.  OEOBOB,  HANOVER  SQUARE. 

Lord  Algernon  Pon^. 

BT.  PANCRAS  BOBOUGH. 
Jforth  Divioion, 
Thomas  Hmry  Bolton. 

£att  Diwiuen, 
Thomaa  Booleston  Gibb. 


MiDSLESBX — St.  Pancras  Boro* — cont. 

Wttt  Difioion, 
Hatty  Lawaou  Webster  Lavson. 

South  Divition, 
Sir  JuUaa  Gtddsmid,  bt 

SHOBEDITOH  BOROUGQ. 
Moxion  Divition, 
James  Stuart 

Haggtrtton  Divition, 
William  Bandal  Cremer. 

STRAND  BOROUGH. 
Bight  Hen.  William  Henry  Smith. 

TOWER  HAMLETS  BOROUGH. 
Whitvchapd  Diviiivn, 
Samuel  Montagu. 

St.  Qoorgt  Divition, 
Charles  Thomson  Bitohie. 

lamhome  Divition, 
Edward  Samuel  Norris. 

Milt  End  Divition, 
Spencer  Charrington. 

Stmtojf  Division, 
John  Charles  Durant 

Bow  and  Bromhy  Divitivn, 
William  Snowdon  Bobson. 

Poplar  Divition, 
Henry  Green. 

WESTMINSTER  BOROUGH. 

William    Lehman  Ashmead-Bartlett 
Burdett-Coutia. 


LONDON  CITY. 

Sir  Bobert  Nicholas  Fowler,  bt. 
Bight  Hon.  John  Gtellibrand  Hubbard. 


IfONHOUTH. 

NOBTHXKN  DmSIORf 

Thomas  Phillips  Prioe. 

Wbstbbh  DmsroH, 
Cornelias  Marshall  Warmington. 

SOUTHBBIT  DmSIOH, 

Col.  Hon.  Frederick  Courtenay  Ubrgan. 

MONMOUTH  BOROUGH. 

Edward  Hamer  Carbutt 
NOEFOLK. 

NOKTH-WSSTEBS  DiTISIOH, 

Joseph  Arch. 
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SoDTa-WBSTBBH  DirXSTOR, 

WiHiam  Amharst  Tjssen-Amherst 

KOKTHEBK  DmUON, 

Herbert  Hardy  OoBenB-Hardy. 

Eastkbit  DmaioH, 
Edwaid  Birkbeck. 

Mid  BiviBioiT, 
Bobert  Thoxnlu^li  Guidon. 

SouTHEBv  Dmuoir, 
Francis  Taylor. 

GBEAT  TABHOUTH  BOROUGH. 

Sir  Henxy  Whatley  Tyler,  knt 

KING'S  LYNN  BOROUGH. 
Bt.  Hon.  Bobert  Bourke. 

NOB7I0H  BOBOUQH. 
Harry  Bollard. 
Jereiniali  Jamoa  Ocdman. 

NOBTHAMPTON. 
NoBTHBEBT  DmnoN, 
IiordBn^IiIey. 

ElSTEBir  DIVI8IOK, 

Tranda  AJlston  Ohanning. 

Mm  Division, 
H(m.  Oharlea  Bobert  Spencer. 

S01TTHEBN  DivmoK, 
Sir  Bainald  Knigfatley,  bt. 

NORTHAMPTON  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Laboucbere. 
Clharlee  Bradlaagh, 

PETERBOROUGH  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  William  Jobn  Wentworth  Sltsi- 
wiUiain. 


NOBTHUMBEELAND. 

Wansbeck  Divikoit, 
Oharies  Fonr^. 

Ttwbbidb  DmsioK, 
Albert  Henry  George  Grey. 

Hbxhak  Ditisiov, 
Milee  Maolnnee. 

BBawiCK-UPOK-TWBED  DIVISION, 

Sir  Edward  Grey,  bt. 

MORPETH  BOROUGH. 
Thomas  Burt. 


NOBTHUHBEBLANI)— AMt^ 

NEWOASTLE-UFON.TTNE  BOROUGH. 
Joseph  Cowen, 
John  Morley. 

TTNEHOUTH  BOROUGH. 
Kohard  SimsDonkin. 


NOTTINGHAM. 

Babsbiuv  DmsioH, 
WilHam  Beckett  Denison. 

Nevabk  Dmsnnr, 
Yisoonnt  Newark. 

BusHOLim  DmaioK, 
John  Edward  Ellis. 

MAN3FrELD  DlVIMOJT, 

Cecil  George  Savile  Foljambe. 

NOTTINGHAM  BOROUGH. 

Oharies  Seely. 

East  Simion, 
Arnold  Uorley. 

South  Dmnoti, 
John  Oarvell  Williams. 


OXFOBD. 
NoRTHEBN,  or  Banbukt  DivmoiT, 
Sir  Bemhard  Samuelaon,  bt. 

Mid,  or  Woodstock  DmaiOR, 
Francis  William  Maclean. 

SOUTHEBK,  or  HSBLBT  DmUOT. 

Edward  William  Haroonrt. 

OXFORD  UNIVEBSITT. 

Bt  Hon.  Sir  John  Bobert  Mowbray, 

bt,  D.O.L. 
John  Gilbert  Talbot,  D.O.L. 

OXFORD  BOROUGH. 

Alexander  William  HaU. 


BUTLAND. 
George  Henry  Finch. 


SALOP. 

Westbbn,  or  Oswestry  Dmsiov, 
Stanley  Leighton. 

NOBTHEBN,  or  NeWPOBT  DIVISION, 

Bobert  Biokersteth. 

Mn>,  or  WEtxiNOTOK  DmnoN, 
AleiAader  Haj^reavea  Brown. 
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SouTHEBN,  or  LuDLoir  DmnoF, 
Bobert  Jasper  More. 

SHREWSBURT  BOROUGH. 

James  Watson. 


SOMEBSET. 

NoETHKRN  Dmaioir, 
Eran  Hemy  Llewellyn. 

Wells  BmsiON, 
Biohard  Homer  Paget. 

Fbohe  DmnoVi 
Lawrence  James  Baker. 

Easterh  DmsioK, 
Homy  Hobhouse. 

SoUTHEBir  BlVISIOlT, 

Tisoount  Kilooorsie. 

Bbidqtateb  Bmsiov, 
Edward  Jamee  Stanley. 

WramuTf  or  Weixdtotom  Divibiok, 
Sir  Thomas  Byke  Adaod,  bi 

BATH  BOROUGH. 
Bobert  Btiokuey  Blaine, 
Edmond  Bobert  'WodehouBe. 

TAUNTON  BOROUGH. 

Ssmnel  Charles  AJIso[^. 


STAWOBD. 

LsBE  Bmszon, 
Gharles  Orompton. 

BUBTON  BiTIBION, 

Sir  Ifichael  Arthur  Bass,  bt. 

Webtebn  Bmsioir, 
Eamar  Alfred  Bass. 

Nobth-Wbstkew  DmsioH, 
George  Qzanville  Lereson-Gower. 

LioHPisLD  Dmszozr, 
Sir  John'Bwinbume,  bt. 

EnroffwnnroBD  Dimtov, 
Alexander  Stardey  HiU. 

Hakbsworth  DmuoK, 
Henry  Wiggin. 

UANLET  BOROUGH. 
William  Woodall. 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER.LTME  BOROUGH. 

William  Shepherd  Allen. 


Btatfobi) — cont 

STAFFORD  BOROUGH. 
CharloB  Benjamin  Bright  McLaren. 

STOKE-UPON-TRENT  BOKOUGH. 

William  Leatham  Bnght. 

WALSALL  BOROUGH. 

Sir  Oharles  Forster,  bt 

WEDNESBURT  BOBOUGH. 

"V^lson  Lloyd. 

WEST  BROMVIOB  BOROUGH. 
John  Horton  Blades. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  BOROUGH. 
Wett  Divuion, 
Alfred  Hif^man. 

JSa$t  Divmonf 
Henry  Hartley  Fowler. 

8<»ah  IHpitwn, 
Bt.  hon.  Oharles  Felham  YilUere. 


SUFFOLK. 

NOBTHERN,  or  LoWESTOFT  DlYXBIOir, 

Sir  Savile  Brinton  Crossley,  bt. 

Noath-Eastebn,  or  Etb  2>iTi8ioir, 
Francis  Seymour  Stevenson. 

Noeth-Westebn,  or  Stowicabxbt 
Division, 
Felix  Thomley  Oobbold. 

SotlTH,  or  SUDBUEY  DiTISIOK, 

William  Oatiibert  Quilter. 

Sotjth-Eastern,  or  Woodbuidoe 
Division, 
Bobert  Laoy  Everett. 

BURT  ST.  EDMUNDS  BOROUGH. 

Lord  Francis  Herrey. 

IPSWICH  BOROUQU. 
Henry  Wyndham  West 
Jesse  Oollings. 


SUBBET. 

NOBTH-WXSXBBN,  Ot  ChSBTUT 

DmsioK, 
Frederick  Alers  Haakey. 

South- Westehk,  or  Gttilfobd  Dmsioir, 

Hon.    William    St.  John  Fremantle 

Brodrick. 

South-Eastbek,  or  Bbigate  Division, 
Sir  James  John  Xrevor  Lawrence,  bt. 
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Mid,  or  Efsoh  Divtszob, 
Bt  hon.  OeoTge  Onbitt 

KnfasTOir  DmsioH, 
Sir  John  Whittaker  MUa,  bt. 

Nobth-Eastbbh,  or  Wdcbibdot 
BmsioK, 
Henry  Cosmo  Onue  Boiuor. 

BATTEBSEA  a«d  OLAPHAM  BOROUOU. 

BatUrHa  Dtvuion. 
OotaTiiu  Yaughan  Morgan, 

Clapham  DivitUm. 
John  Fletoher  Monlton. 

CAMBERWELL  BOROUGH, 
North  Bwinon, 
Bichard  Strong. 

Psekkam  Dmtion, 
Arthur  Anthony  Banmann. 

Bulwiok  Bivition. 
John  Morgan  Howard. 

  CROTDON  BOROUGH. 

"William  Orantham. 

LAMBETH  BOROtTGH. 
North  Divition, 
Major-Gen.  Charles  Crawfnrd  Fraser. 

Kmnington  Diviiion, 
Bobert  G^t-Davis. 

BrixUm  Division. 
Emest  Baggallay. 

Norwood  Diviatont 
Thomas  Lynn  Bristowe. 


SUSSEX. 

NORTH-WSSTBRH,  Or  HoBSHAU  DlTISIOW, 

Sir  Walter  Barttelot  Barttelot,  bt.,  O.B. 
South- WES'nEBK,  or  Ohichestbb 

DlTISION, 

Earl  of  March. 

NoKTHEBN,  or  East  GumaTEAD  BinsioK, 
George  Barrow  Gregory. 

Mid,  or  Lbves  Ditision, 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  bt. 

SouTHEBif,  or  Eastboubne  DmaroK, 
Captain  Edward  Keld,  E.N. 

Eastekw,  or  Eyk  Division, 
Lieut-Col.  Arthur  Montagu  Brookfield. 

BRIGHTON  BOROUGH. 

Rt.  Hon.  "William  Thackeray  Marriott 
David  Smith. 

HASTINGS  BOROUGH. 

Sir  Thomas  Braaeey,  K-CB. 


NEWINQTON  BOROUGH. 
West  J)iviaion, 
Charles  "Wallwyn  Eadcliffe  Oooke. 

Walworth  Divition^ 
Lewis  H«uy  Isaacs. 

SOUTHWARE  BOROUGH. 

Arthur  Cohen. 

Rotherhitht  Divition, 
Lieni-Ool.  Charles  Edward  Hamilton. 

Serm6nd»0v  Divition, 
James  Edwin  Thorold  Bogers. 

WANBSWORTfl  BOROUGH. 
Henry  £imber. 


WARWICK. 
NoETHEKW,  or  Tamwobth  DmsiOH, 
Philip  Albert  Muntz. 

Noeth-Eabtbeh,  or  Nukeaios  Division, 
Jasper  Wilson  Johns. 

Soiith-Westehn,  or  Stbatfobd-ok- 
AvoN  DiTisioir, 
Lord  William  Compton. 

South-Eastees,  or  Euqbt  Dmsioir, 
Henry  Peyton  Cobb. 

ASTON  MANOR  BOROUGH. 
Hngh  Gilzean  Eeid. 

BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH. 

^dghnton  Divition, 
George  Dixon. 

Wtit  Divition, 
Rt.  hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain, 

Central  Divition. 
Bt.  hon.  John  Bright. 

North  Divition, 
William  Kenriok. 

JEatt  Divition, 
William  Thomas  Gnstavus  Cook. 

BordttUy  Divition, 
Henry  Broadhurst. 

South  Divition, 
Joseph  Powell  Williams. 
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COVENTRY  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Williaqi  Eaton. 

WARWICK  AND  LEAMINGTON  BOROUGH. 

Bt.  hon.  Arthur  'Wellesley  Peel. 


WESTMOBELAIO). 
NoBTHZBir>  or  Applkbt  Dmsioir, 
Hon.  William  Lowtker. 

SouTHBRN,  or  Ebrbal  Ditibion, 
Earl  of  BeotiTe. 

WILTS. 

NoBTHEBir,  or  Obioklade  DmBioir, 
Menrjm  Herbert  Nevil  Story-Maskeljne. 

NOBIH-WSSTERH,  Or  OhIPPIHHAV 
DiTIBIOK, 

Banister  Fletcher. 

Webtehn,  or  Westbuby  Dztzsiohi 
George  Fargiter  Eoller. 

Eastsbb-,  or  Devizbs  Dtvibiok, 
Walter  Hume  L(mg. 

Bottthebn,  or  Wiltoh  Ditisiok, 
Sir  Thomas  Fraser  Grove,  bt. 

SALISBURY  BOROUGH. 

William  Heniy  Ghvnfell. 

WOBCESTEB. 
Westebn,  or  Bewdlet  Ditisioh, 
Sir  Edmund  Anthony  Harley  Leoh- 
mere,  bt. 

SonTHERN,  or  Etesbak  DmszoK, 
Sir  Bichard  Temple,  bt. 

l£n>,  or  Dboitwioh  Division. 
John  Oorbett. 

KOATHBBK  DmSIOV, 

Benjamin  Hingley. 

Eastebn  Ditisioh, 
Oeorge  Woodyatt  Hastings. 

DUDLEY  BOROUOn. 
Henry  Brinsley  Sheridan. 

KIDDERMINSTER  BOROUGH. 
John  Brinton. 

WORCESTER  BOROUGH. 
George  Higglnson  Allsopp. 


TOBK. 
Hortb  Biding, 

ThIBSK  and  MAI.TON  DlTISIDN, 

Lieut.-Ool.  Hon.  Levis  Fayn  Dawnay. 

BlOHMOND  DmSTON, 

Sir  Frederiok  Aedom  lObank,  bt 

Olsveland  DmsioN, 
Henry  Fell  Pease. 

Whitby  DrviaiON, 
Ernest  William  Denison. 

Salt  Biding, 
Holdbbness  DmuoH, 
George  Btohaid  Bethell,  B.N. 

Buozbosb  DrvnioH, 
Christopher  Sykes, 

HowsBNmBB  DmaioK, 
Arthur  Donoombe. 

Weit  Biding,  Hortheru  Put 

Skipton  DmsxoH, 
Sir  Mathew  Wilson,  bt. 

KmoHLKY  Division, 
Isaac  Holden. 

Shifley  Division, 
Joseph  Craven. 

SowEBBY  Division, 
Edward  Cross]  ey. 

Ellaso  Division, 
Thomas  Wayman. 

Weit  Biding,  Southern  Part 

MoBLEY  Division, 
Charles  George  &(ilnes  Gaekell. 

Normanton  DmaiOH, 
Benjamin  Piokard. 

CoLNE  Valley  Di vision, 
Heniy  Frederick  Beaumont. 

HoLMFiBTH  Division, 
Henry  Joseph  Wilson. 

Babnsley  Division, 
OoTtrtnoy  Stanhope  Eenny. 

Hallambhibe  DmBioN, 
Frederiok  Thorpe  Mappin. 

BOTHBBHAU  DIVISION, 

Arthur  Herbert  Dyke  Adand. 

DoNQASisB  Division, 
Walter  Shirley  Shirley. 
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Weit  Biding,  Eaiteni  Pftrt 

BiPOK  Dmsxoir, 
William  Harker. 

Otlet  Dmsioir, 
Sir  Andrew  Faiibaim,  knt. 

fijuuESioxr  Ash  Bivoiok, 
Bobert  Ghmter. 

OaOOIDOXOSS  DiVIBION, 

Sir  John  William  Banuden,  bt. 

PlTDSST  DiVTBIOF, 

Bri^  Priestley. 

Sfeh  y  aiuet  DmraoH, 
Joteph  Woodhead. 

BRADFORD  BOROUGn. 

Wm%  IHvmon, 
Alfred  lUingworth. 

CnUrMlJHvmtn, 
Bigbt  Hon.  William  Edward  Forster. 

AngoB  Holden. 

DEWSBURY  BOROUGH. 
John  Simon,  Berjeaat<at'LaT. 

HALIFAX  BOROUOH. 
Thomaa  Shaw, 
Bt  Hon.  James  Stanafeld. 

HUDDERSFIELD  BOROUGH. 
Edward  Aldam  lieatbam. 

KINGSTON-UPON-HULL  BOROUGH. 

William  Sannders. 

Cmtral  DwinoHf 
Henry  B^moor  King. 

W0tt  Dintion, 
(Siarles  Henry  Wiljaon. 

LEEDS  BOROUOH. 
North  ZHviaimt 
WilHam  Lawies  Jaokaon. 

Gerald  William  Balfirar. 

Kehard  Dawson. 

Wiut  Divmon^ 
Hnbert  John  Gladstone. 

South  IHvmon, 
Et.  Hon.  Sir  Lyon  Playfair,  K.O.B. 

MmDLESBOROUGII  BOROUGH. 
laaaoWiiaon. 
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PONTEFRACT  BOROUOH. 
Hon.  Bowland  Winn. 

SCARBOROUGH  BOROUGH. 

Sir  George  Beresby  Sitwell,  bt. 

SHEFFIELD  BOROUOH. 
Atttrehf*  Dvmion, 
Hon.  Bernard  John  Seymour  Goleridge. 

Brighi^iie  Dxvition, 
Bt.  Hon.  Anthony  John  Mimdella. 

Cmtral  Lvmion, 
Charles  Edward  Howard  Vinoent. 

BaUam  I>ivmon, 
Charles  Beilby  Stoart-Wortley. 

EUis  Aahmead-Bartlett. 

WAKEFIELD  BOROUGH. 

Edward  Oreen. 

YORK  BOROUGH. 
Alfred  Edward  Pease, 
Frank  Lookwood. 

WAL1I8. 

ANGLESEA. 
Biohard  Davies. 

BEEOKNOCK. 
William  Fuller  Maitland. 

OABDIGAN. 
Darid  Bavies. 

CABUABTHEN 

Eabisbv  Ditzsxov, 
Darid  Pogh. 

Westeen  Itensioir, 
Walter  Bice  Howell  Powell. 

CARMARTHEN  BOROUGH. 

Sir  J<^  Jones  Jenkins,  knt. 

CABNAEVON. 
SotTTHBEN  OE  Euxok  Ditibxoh, 
John  Biyn  Boberts. 

NoBTHzxir  OB  Abfov  Bmsioir, 
WilHam  Bafhbone. 

CARNARVON  BOROUGH. 

Thomas  IiOTe  Donoombe  Jones-Pany. 
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DENBIGH. 

Eastern  Diviaioir, 
Bt.  hon.  George  Osborne  Ifor^^. 

WXSTBBA  DiTISIOH, 

William  Oomwallifl  West. 

DENBIGH  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  George  Thomas  Eenjon. 

FUNT. 

Bight  H(m.  Lord  Biohard  Grosvenor. 

FLINT  BOROUGH. 

John  Boberts. 

GLAMOBGAN. 

Eastebn  Dmsiov, 
Alfred  Thomas. 

Bhondda  Dmsion, 
WHUam  Abraham. 

Westbbit  ott  GowEB  DmnoNi 
Frank  Aeh  Yeo. 

Mid  Divibiov, 
OJuistopher  Bice  Mansel  Talbot. 

SOVTHEBIT  DmSIONj 

Arthur  John  Williams. 

CARDIFF  BOROUGH. 
Sir  Edward  James  Beed,  K.C.B. 

MERTUTR  TTDVIL  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Bichard, 
Charles  Herbert  James. 

SWANSEA  BOROUGH. 
Swantea  Toum, 
Lewis  Uewelyn  Dillwyn. 

Sir  Hem;  Hobs^  Tivian,  bt. 

MEBIONETH. 
Henry  Bobertson. 

MONTGOMEET. 
Stuart  Bendel. 

MONTGOMERY  BOROUGH. 
Pryoe  Jones. 

PirUBBOKE. 
WiUiam  Davies. 

PEMBROKE  AND  HAVERFOAD  WEST 
BOROUGH. 

Henry  George  Allen. 

EADNOB, 
Hon.  Arthur  Henry  John  Walsh. 


OCOTLAND. 


ABEBDEEN. 

Easxesn  Dmaion, 

Peter  Gsslemont. 

Westeeh  DinsioK, 
Bobert  Fuquharson,  M.D. 

ABERDEEN  BURGH. 
North  Bmtion. 
'Wliam  Alexander  Hunter. 

South  Dmtionj 
James  Bxyoe. 

ABGTLL. 
Donald  Home  Haofarlaae. 

ATB. 

NOETHEKS  DlVISIOW, 

Hon.  Hugh  Frederick  Hialop  Elliot. 

SOUTHEBH  DmSION, 

Eugene  Wason. 

AYR  mSTRIGT  OF  BURGHS. 
Bichard  Frederick  Fotheringham  Oamp- 

beU. 

KaHARNOCR  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Peter  Sturrock, 

BANFF. 
Bobert  William  Duff. 

BEBWIOK 
Hon.  Edward  llaxjoiibanks. 

BUTE. 

James  I^trick  Bannerman  Bobertson. 

CAITHNESS. 
Gavin  Brown  Clark. 

WICK  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
John  Macdonald  Cameron. 

CLACKMANNAN  AND  KINROSS. 
Bt.  hon.  John  Hair  Balfour. 

DTJMBABTON. 
Archibald  Orr  Ewing. 

DUMFBIES. 
Sir  Bobert  Jardine,  bt. 

DUMFRIES  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 

Ernest  Noel. 

EDINBTJBGH. 
Bt.  Hon.  William  Ewart  Gladstone. 


Digitized  by 


Litt  of 


{COMMONS,  1886} 


Uemhert. 


EsiNDDROH — €<nU. 

EDINBURGH  BUROH. 

Kt.  Hon.  GI«orge  Joachim  Qosohen. 

Wett  DivitioHt 
Thomas  Ejbura  Buclianan. 

Central  Dwitietif 
John  Wilson. 

South  Divition, 
Sir  Geoxge  Harrison,  int. 

EDINBURGD  ahd  ST.  ANDREW'S  UNI- 
VERSITIES. 

Bight  Hon.  John  Hay  Athole  Mao- 

donald,  LL.D. 

LEITn  DISTRICT  OF  BUROHS. 
\iraiiam  Jaoks. 

ELGmAintKAIBN. 
Sir  George  Macpherson  Qrant,  bt. 

ELGIN.  DISTRICT  OF  BURGUS. 
Alexander  Asher. 

FIFE. 

Eastern  Dmsioir, 
John  Boyd  Kinnear. 

Westbrw  Drvisioif, 
Hon.  Bobert  Preston  Bruce. 

KIRKCALDY  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Sir  OteoTge  Campbell,  knt. 

ST.  ANDREWS  DISTRICT  OK  BURGHS. 
Sir  Bobert  Anstruther,  bt.,  1  equality  of 
Stephen  Williamson.  )  votes. 

FOBFAB. 
James  William  Barclay. 

DUNDEE  BURGH. 
Charles  Carmichael  Lacaita, 
Edmund  Bobertson. 

MONTROSE  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
John  Shiress  WUl. 

HADDINGTON. 
Biehard  Bni-don  Haldane. 

INTEBNE8S. 
OharlM  Eraser- Mackinto^. 

INVERNESS  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 

Bobert  Bannatyne  Finlay. 

KINOABDINE. 
General  Sir  George  Balfour,  E.O.B. 
VOL,  GCOn.   [thibd  serieb.] 


KIBKOUDBBIGHT. 
Mark  John  Stewart 

LANABE. 
GOTAK  DinsioK, 
William  Pearoe. 

Partick  Ditibioh, 
Alexander  Craig  Sellar. 

North- Western  DrvisiON, 
John  Baird. 

North-Eastbrn  Divibion, 
Donald  Crawford. 

Mid  Ditisioh, 
Stephen  Mason. 

Southern  Division, 
John  Glencaim  Garter  Hamilton. 

GLASGOW  BURGH. 
Bridgeion  Division, 
Edward  Biohard  Bnssell. 

CamhcAie  Divition, 
Hugh  Watt. 

St.  RoUox  Diviiion, 
John  MoCuUooh. 

Central  Dipition, 
Gilbert  Beith. 

ColUge  Difittion, 
Charles  Cameron,  M.D.,  LL.D. 

Tradeston  Divition, 
Archibald  Cameron  Corbett. 

Blaclifriart  and  Butcheaoniotcn  Diviaion^ 
Mitchell  Henry. 

GLASGOW  AMD  ABERDEEN  UNIVERSITIES. 
James  Al^ander  GampbeU,  LL.D. 

LINLITHGOW. 
Peter  MoLi^;an. 

OBKNET  AMD  SHETLAND. 
Leonard  Lyell. 

PEEBLES  AND  SELKIBE:. 
Sir  Charles  Tennant,  bt. 

PERTH. 

Eastern  Division, 
Bobert  Stewart  Menzies. 

Western  Division, 
Sir  Donald  Ourrie,  E.O.M.G. 

PERTH  BUBQH. 

Charles  Stuart  Parker. 
[  n  3 
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Mtmhen. 


EENFREW. 
Eastern  DmaioN, 
Jamee  Fiolayson. 

Westebn  Division, 
Sir  Arcliibald,Oampbell  Campbell,  bt. 

GREENOCK  BVRGII. 

Thomas  Sutherland. 

PAISLEY  BURGH. 
William  Boyle  Barbour. 

BOSS  AND  OBOMABTY. 
Boderick  Maodonald. 

EOXBURGH. 
Eon.  Arthur  Balph  Douglas  Elliot. 
UAWIOK  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 

Bt.  Hon.  George  Otto  Trevelyan. 

STIELING. 
Joseph  Cheney  Bolton. 

FALKIRK  DISTKICT  OF  CURGUS. 
John  Bamsay. 

STIRLING  DISTRICT  OF  BUUGHS. 
Bight  Hon.  Henry  Campbell-Banner- 
man. 

SUTHEBLAND. 
Marquess  of  Stafford. 

WIGTON. 
Sir  Herbert  Eustace  M axvell,  bt. 


IRBLAND. 

ANTBIU. 
North  Aktrix  Ditision, 
Edward  Maonaghteu. 

Mid  AxnuBC  Division, 
Hon.  Bobert  Torrens  O'Neill. 

East  Ahtbih  Division, 
James  Martin  M'Calmont. 

South  Antrim  Drvieiow, 
William  Grey  Ellison  Maoartuey. 

BELFAST  BOROUGH. 
Etut  Belfiui  Division, 
Edward  Samuel  Wesley  de  Cobain. 

South  Seifatt  J}ivi$um, 
William  Johnston. 

Wat  Btlfatt  DivtMim, 
James  Horner  Hacdett. 

North  S«lfMt  Divin'oHj 
William  Ewart. 


ARMAGH. 
North  Abuaoh  Division, 
Edward  Jamee  Sanderson. 

Mid  Aruaoh  Division, 
John  MoKane. 

South  Arvaoh  Division, 
Alexander  Blane. 

OABLOW. 
Edmond  Dwyer  Gray. 

CAVAN. 
West  Oavan  Division, 
Joseph  GUlis  Biggar. 

East  Qatan  Division, 
Thomas  O'Hanlon. 

CLABE. 
East  Glare  Division, 
Joseph  Bichard  Cox. 

West  CiJutE  Division, 
Jeremiah  Jordan. 

OOBK. 

North  Oork  Division, 
James  Ohriatopher  Flynn. 

North-Eabt  Cork  Divisioh, 
Edmond  Leamy. 

Mid  Cork  Division, 
Charles  Keams  Tanner. 

East  Cork  Division, 
William  John  Lane. 

West  Cork  Division, 
James  Gilhooly. 

South  Cork  Division, 
Joseph  Edward  Kenny. 

South-East  Cork  Division, 
John  Hooper. 

CORK  CITY. 

Charles  Stewart  Famell, 
Maoxioe  Healy. 

DONEGAL. 

North  Donegal  Division, 
Jamee  Edward  O'Doherty. 

West  Donegal  Division, 
Patrick  O'Hea. 

East  Doheqal  Division, 
Arthur  O'Connor. 

South  Donegal  Ditision, 
Bernard  Kelly. 
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DOWN. 
NoKTR  Down  Dmsiox, 
Ctdonel  Thomas  Waring. 

East  Down  DmsioK, 
Bichard  William  Blackwood  Eer. 

West  Down  Dtvibion, 
Lord  Arthur  Hill. 

South  Dowk  Diviscon, 
John  Francie  Small. 

NEWRT  BOROUGfl. 
Jostin  HunUj  McCarthj. 

DUBLIN. 
NoBTH  DoRUN  Division, 
John  Jcneph  Olanoy, 

South  Dubun  Divjsion, 
Sir  Thomas  Henry  Grattan  Esmonde. 

DUBLIN  CITY. 
College  Green  Dnitim, 
Timothy  Daniel  Sullivan. 

Dublin  Harhour  Divieion, 
Timothy  Charles  Harrington. 

St.  Stephni'i  Oreen  DtvinoH, 
Edmond  Dwyer  Qray. 

8t.  PatricVt  Divition, 
William  Hartin  ICnrphy. 

DUBLIN  UNIVERSITY. 

Bt.  Hon.  David  Bobert  Plunket,  LL.: 
Bight  Hon.  Hugh  Holmes. 

7EBKANAGH. 

NoBTH  Febuanaoh  Divibion, 
Willifua  Hoey  Kearney  Bedmond. 

South  B^ebhakaqh  Division, 
Henry  Campbell. 

GALWAT. 

COKNEUAKA  DIVISION, 

Patrick  James  Fdey. 

North  Galwat  Division, 
John  Philip  Nolan. 

East  Galwat  Division, 
Mathew  Harris. 

South  Galwat  Division, 
David  Bheehy. 

GALWAT  TOWN. 
Thomas  Power  O'Connor, 


)NS,  1886}  1/embert. 

I  KEBBY. 

North  Kerrt  Division, 
^  John  Stack. 

I  West  Kerrt  Division, 

Edward  Harrington. 

South  Kerry  Divuion, 
John  O'Connor. 

East  Kerry  Dmsiov, 
Jeremiah  Daniel  Sheehan. 

KILDABE. 
North  Kildark  Division, 
James  Laurence  Carew. 

South  Eildarb  Division, 
Jamee  Leahy. 

KILKENNY. 
North  Kilkenny  DmsioK, 
Edward  Mulhallen  Uarum. 

South  Eilkenrt  Division, 
Patrick  Alexander  Chance. 

KILKENNY  CITY. 

John  Francis  Smithwick. 

KING'S  COUNTY. 
Birr  Division, 
Bernard  Charles  MoUoy. 

TULLAHOBE  DiVISIOH, 

Joseph  Francis  Fox. 

LEITRIM. 

North  Leitrhc  Division, 
Michael  Conway. 

South  Lbitbim  Division, 
Luke  Patrick  Hayden. 

LIUEBIOK. 
West  Liherioe  Division, 
William  Abraham. 

East  Limerick  Division, 
John  Finnoaae. 

LIMERICK  CITY. 
Henry  Joseph  Gill. 

LONDONDEBBY. 
North  Derby  Division, 
Henry  Lyle  Mtilholland. 

South  Dbrrt  Division^ 
Timothy  Uichad  Healy. 

LONDONDERRY  CITT. 

Charles  Edward  Lewis, 
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LONGFOED. 
North  Lohopobd  Diviuoh, 
Justia  McOarthy. 

South  LonaFOBi)  Division, 
Laurenoe  ConnoUj. 

LOUTH. 
NoBTH  Louth  DmsiOK, 
Joseph  Nolan, 

SoiTTH  Louth  Division, 
Thomas  Fatrioic  Gill. 

MAYO. 
North  Hato  Division, 
Daniel  Orilly. 

West  ICato  Divibion, 
John  Deasj. 

East  Mayo  Division, 
John  Dillon. 

South  Mayo  Division, 
James  Francis  Xavier  O'Brien. 

MEATH. 
NoBTH  Heath  Division, 
Kevin  Izod  O'Doherty. 

South  Mbath  Division, 
£dward  Shell. 

MONAGHAN. 
North  Monaohan  Division, 
Timothy  Michael  Healy. 

South  Monaohan  Divisio!r, 
Sir  J oseph  Neale  McKenna,  knt. 

QUEEN'S  COUNTY. 

OssoBY  Division, 
Arthur  O'Connor. 

Lbix  Division, 
Bichard  Lfilar. 

B0300MM0N. 
North  Boscohhon  Division, 
James  O'Kelly. 

South  Boscohhon  Division, 
Andrew  Commins. 

SLIGO. 
North  Sugo  Division, 
Peter  McDonald. 

South  Slioo  Division, 
Thomas  Sexton. 


iNS,  1686}  X«mh«n. 

TIPPEBAEY. 
North  Tippebaby  Divibion, 
Patrick  Joseph  O'Brien. 

Mid  Tippebaby  Division, 
Thomas  Uayne. 

Sotrra  Tippebaby  Dmsioir, 
John  O'Connor. 

East  Tippebaby  Division, 
Thomas  Joseph  Condon. 

TYBONE. 
North  Tyrone  Division, 
Lord  Ernest  Hamilton. 

Mid  Tyrone  Division, 
Mathew  Joseph  Kenny. 

East  Tyrone  DmsiON, 
William  James  Eeynolds. 

South  Tyrone  Division, 
William  O'Brien. 

WATEEFOED. 
West  Waterpobd  Division, 
Ja^er  Douglas  Pyne. 

East  Waterford  Division, 
Patrick  Joseph  Power. 

WATERFORD  CITY. 

Bichard  Power. 

WESTMEATH. 
North  Westueath  Diviuoh, 
James  Tuite. 

South  Westueath  Division, 
Donal  SuUivan. 

WEXFOBD. 

North  Wexpobd  Division, 
John  Edward  Bedmond. 

South  Wexfobd  Division, 
John  Barry. 

WICKLOW. 

West  Wicklow  Divibion, 
Garrett  Michael  Byrne. 

East  Wicklow  Division, 
William  Joseph  Corbet. 
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HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES, 

IM  THE 

First  Ssssion  of  th  e  TwsntY'  Third  Pariiauent  op  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Jreiand, 
appointed  to  meet  12  Januaut,  1886,  in  the  Forty-ninth 
Yeah  of  the  Reign  op 

HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 

FIRST    VOLUME    01?    SESSION  1886. 

rpHE  TWENTY-SECOND  PARLIAMENT  of  the  United  Kingdom— 
J_  which  had  met  for  the  despatch  of  Business  on  Thursday,  the 
23rd  day  of  October,  1884— was  prorogued  on  the  14th  day  of  August,  1885, 
to  Saturday,  the  31st  day  of  Octoherj  and  from  thence  further  prorogued  to 
Wednesday,  the  18th  day  of  November ;  and,  on  the  same  day,  was  dissolved 
by  Proclamation : — And  Her  Majesty  thereon  declaring  Her  pleasure  to  coll  a 
new  Parliameut,  directed  Writs  to  be  issued  accordingly  ;  which  Writs  were 
made  returnable  on  Tuesday,  the  12th  day  of  Januaiy. 
The  PARLIAMENT  was  opened  by  Commission. 


HOUSE    OF  LORDS, 
Ttteadatfy  \1ih  January^  1S86. 


Tub  House  of  Peers  being  mef, 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  ac- 
quainted the  House, 

"That  Her  Majegty,  not  thinking  fit  to  tc 
personally  present  hure  this  day,  has  hccn 
pleased  to  caaso  a  CommiHeion  to  he  issued 
under  the  Great  Seal,  in  order  to  the  opening 
and  holding  of  tim  Parliament." 

VOL.  COCn.    [tsibd  sebies.] 


Then  Fivo  of  the  Lords  Cojimis^ioners 
— namely,  Tho  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord 
Halsbury)  ;  Tho  Lord  Prksidest  op 
TUB  Council  (Viscount  Cranbrook);  The 
E.\rl  op  Iddesleioit  (First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury)  ;  Tho  E-vrl  op  Covbntby 
(Captain  of  the  Corps  of  Gentlemen  at 
Arms) ;  and  Tho  Viscottnt  Barkingtoit 
(Captain  of  Iho  Yeomen  of  Uie  Quard) — 
being  in  thoir  Bobos,  and  seated  on  a 
Form  placed  between  tho  Throno  and 
tho  Woolsack,  commanded  the  Gentle- 
man Usher  of  the  Black  Hod  to  let  the 
Commons  know  "  The  Loirds  Commis- 

B 
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Took  th» 


{LOEDS} 


Oath. 


Bioners  deairo  their  immediate  Attend* 
ance  in  this  House,  to  hear  the  Com- 
mission read." 

Who  being  come ; 

The  lord  OHANCELLOB  said— 

"  J/y  Lordt,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Common*, 

"Her  2Cajzstt»  not  thinMog  fit  to 
be  present  here  to-day  in  Iler  Hoyal 
Person,  hath  been  pleased,  in  order  to 
the  opening  and  holding  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, to  cause  Letters  Patent  to  be 
issued  under  tho  Great  Seal,  consti- 
tuting us  and  several  other  Lords  therein 
named  Her  Commissioners,  to  do  all 
things  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  on  Her 

fart  necessary  to  be  performed  in  this 
'arliament,  and  thia  will  more  fully 
ap^ar  by  the  Letters  Patent  themselves, 
which  irill  be  now  read. 

Then  the  said  Letters  Patent  were  read 
by  the  Clerk.   And  then 

Thk  LOBD  OHANOELLOR  said— 

'*  i/y  Zords,  and  Oenilsmen, 

"  "We  have  it  in  command  from  Her 
Majesty  to  let  you  know,  that  Her 
Majesty  will,  as  soon  as  the  Members 
of  your  House  shall  bo  sworn,  declare 
the  causes  of  Her  calling  this  Foi-lia- 
ment;  and  it  being  necessary  that  n 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  shall 
be  first  chosen,  it  is  Her  Majesty's  Plea- 
sure that  yon,  Ghsntlemen  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  repair  to  the  Place  where 
you  are  to  Bit,  and  there  proceed  to  the 
Choice  of  some  proper  Person  to  be  your 
Speaker ;  and  that  you  present  such 
Person,  whom  you  shall  so  choose,  here, 
to-morrow,  at  Two  o'clock,  for  Her 
Mfgest^'s  Hoyal  approbation." 

Then  the  Oommons  withdrew. 

Fbayebs. 

The  Lord  Chancellor — Singly,  in  the 
first  place,  took  the  Oath  at  the  Table. 

Roll  of  the  Lords— Garter  King  of 
Anns  attending,  delivered  at  the  Table 
(ia  the  usual  manner)  a  List  of  the  LorJs 
Temporal  in  the  First  Session  of  tho 
Twenty-third  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  :  The  same  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table. 


Certificate  of  tho  Election  of  Sixteen 
Representative  Peers  for  Scotland  — 
Delivered,  and  read  as  follows  :— 

Earl  Mar  and  Kollie. 

„    Strathmore  and  Kinghom. 
„  Haddington. 
„  Lindsay. 
„  Airlie. 

,,  ■  Leven  and  Melville. 

„  Northesk. 

„  Orkney. 
Viscount  Strathallan. 
Lord  Forbea. 
Saltoun. 

„  Sinclair. 

„  Blantyre. 

„    Balfour  of  Burleigh. 
Polwarth. 

„  Borthwick. 

Several  Lords — ^Took  the  OaUi. 

Clerk  of  tub  Parltamests  —  The 
Lord  Chancellor  informed  the  House 
that  Her  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to 
appoint,  by  Her  Letters  Patent  dated 
the  26th  day  of  December  last.  Henry 
Graham,  Esquire,  to  the  office  of  Clerk 
of  the  Parliaments,  vacant  by  the  death 
of  Sir  William  Rose,  K.C.B.,  the  late 
Clerk  of  theParliaments  :  Patents  read; 
and  the  said  Henry  Graham  then  made 
the  prescribed  declaration  (which  decla- 
ration is  set  down  in  the  Roll  amongst 
the  oaths  of  the  great  officers),  and  took 
his  seat  at  the  Table. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire-— Sat 
first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of  his 
grandfather. 

Several  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales— Singly  took  the  Oa&. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Edinbtirgh- Singly  took  the  Oath. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Connaught  and  Stratheara— Singly  took 

tho  Oath. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge— Singly  took  the  Oath. 

Several  Lords — Took  the  Oath. 

Uonse  adjontned  at  Four  o*clock, 
till  To>morrov,  Two  o'lilock. 
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HOUSE    OF  COMMONS, 
Ttuidaifj  \2th  January ^  1886. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  dock ; 
and,  it  being  the  first  daj  of  tho  moot- 
ing of  this  Parliament,  pursuant  to 
Proclamation,  tho  Eight  honowalU  Sir 
Thomas  Enhine  May,  K.O.B,,  Clerk  of 
tho  Houeo  of  Commons,  and  lUgimld 
Francis  Douce  Palgrate,  and  Archibald 
John  Scott  Milman,  osquiroe,  Clerks 
Assistant,  attending  in  the  House,  and 
the  other  Clerks  attending,  according 
to  their  duty,  Kenneth  Augustus  Muir 
Mackenzie,  esquire,  Clork  of  tho  Crown 
in  Chancery  in  Great  Britain,  delivered 
to  tho  said  Sir  Thomas  ErsUna  May  a 
Book,  containing  a  List  of  tho  Names 
of  the  Members  returned  to  eerre  in 
this  Parliament. 

SsToral  of  the  Mombors  repaired  to 

thoir  Seats. 

A  Message  was  delivered  by  Admiral 
Son.  Sir  James  Brummond,  g.c.b.,  Gen- 
tleman Usher  of  the  Black  Bod : 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  The  Lords,  authorized  by  Tirtue  of 
Her  Majesty's  Commission  to  open  this 
Parliament,  desire  the  immediate  attend* 
anco  of  this  Honourable  House  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  to  bear  the  Oommis- 
Bion  read." 

Accordingly,  the  Hoaxse  went  up  to 
the  House  of  Peers;— And  a  Commission 
having  been  read  for  opening  and  hold- 
ing the  Parliament,  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners directed  the  House  to  proceed 
to  the  Election  of  a  Speaker,  and  pre- 
sent him  To-morrow,  at  Two  of  the 
clock,  in  the  House  of  Peers  for  the 
Boyal  Approbation. 

And  die  House  being  returned ; — 

ELECTION  OF  A  SPEAKER. 
Sm  JOHN  E.  MOWBEAY,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  Clerk),  who,  standing 
up,  pointed  to  him,  and  then  sat  down) — 
Sir  Thomas  Erskine  May,  in  obedience 
to  the  gracious  communication  from  Her 
Majesty,  which  we  have  just  listened  to 
in  *'  another  place,"  it  now  becomes  the 
first  duty  of  the  House  of  Commons,  as 
it  is  its  ancient  and  undoubted  Privilege, 
to  ^oceed  to  the  Election  of  a  Speaker. 


12,  188( }  a  Speaker.  6 

I  feel  it,  Sir  Erskino  May,  to  be  a  high 
honour  and  a  great  gratification  that  I 
have  been  requested  on  this  occasion  to 
propose  as  a  candidate  the  name  of  my 
light  hon.  Eriend  the  Member  for  War- 
wick and  Leamington  (Mr.  Arthur  Feel), 
with  the  confident  assurance  that  that 
name  will  bo  received  with  cordial  ap- 
proval, and  will  meet  with  universal 
assent.  Two  years  ago  tiie  House  of 
Commons  sustained  a  serious  and  a 
signal  loss  by  the  retirement  of  so  able 
and  experienced  a  Speaker  as  Sir  Henry 
Brand ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  shall  be 
guilty  of  oxaggcration  if  I  say  that  at 
no  period  of  our  history,  and  under  no 
circum  stone  cs,  was  the  choice  of  a  fit 
person  to  fill  that  Chair  a  matter  of 
greater  public  interest  and  concern  than 
it  then  was.  The  heated  debates  of 
1881,  the  intervention  o{  tiie  Speaker, 
the  extraordinary  powers  subsequently 
conferred  upon  Sir  Henry  Brand,  the 
prolonged  controversy  over  the  New 
Bules  in  1882,  all  were  fresh  in  the 
reooUeotion  of  the  House.  I  believe  the 
question  we  all  anxiously  asked  was — 
who  among  the  Members  of  the  House 
could  be  nund  ca|>able  of  sustaining 
the  unremitting  toil,  of  bearing  the 
heavy  burden,  and  the  immense  respon- 
Bibihty  of  so  arduous  a  post  ?  I  think 
I  may  say  that  it  was  a  matter  of  uni- 
versal congratulation  when  the  choice 
of  those  who  wero  concerned  in  the 
original  selection  and  nomination  of 
a  fit  person  to  fill  the  Chair  fell  upon 
Mr.  Arthur  Peel.  The  son  of  a  great 
Commoner,  of  a  great  Prime  Mi- 
nister, and  a  great  Leader  of  this 
House,  bearing  the  name  of  England's 
most  illustrious  hero  —  Mr.  Arthur 
WoUesley  Peel  seemed  to  have  double 
claim  upon  the  confidence  of  this  House 
and  upon  the  respect  uid  affection  of 
the  British  nation.  But  he  had  other 
claims,  and  stronger  claims — personal 
and  individual  claims — which  recom- 
mended him  to  the  notice  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  which  were  his  real 
recommendation  for  the  high  post  for 
which  he  was  selected.  He  was  known 
for  his  high  and  independent  character, 
for  his  spotless  integrity,  for  his  un- 
varying courtesy.  [Zoud  cheers.  Mr. 
BiGOAR :  No,  no !  ]  He  was  known  to 
have  had  experience  of  official  life ;  he 
was  known  to  be  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  all  the  work  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  Hie  name  was  received 
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inheritance  of  proud  name,  nor  personal 
pretttge,  without  high  personal  charac- 
ter, can  ever  command  or  insure.  I  pro- 
pose, therefore,  to  this  new  House  of 
Commons,  composed  to  so  large  an  ex- 
tent of  new  Members,  representing  so 
many  new  constituencies,  an  old,  aa 
honoured  Speaker,  tried  and  approved  by 
the  last  House  of  Commons.    I  propose 
him  in  accordance  with  all  the  best  pre- 
cedents which  are  to  be  foimd  recorded 
in  our  Journals  during  the  last  two 
centuries — the  best  period  ofourParlia- 
mentary  history.    I  propose  him  espe- 
cially in  accordance  with  the  precedents 
which  regulated  the  re-election  of  Hr. 
Manners  Sutton  in  1833,  of  Mr.  Shaw 
Lefovro  in  1841,  and  of  Mr.  Brand  in 
1874.   I  cite  these  precedents  because  I 
think  they  prove  the  usage  of  continuity 
in  the  Chair,  and  the  importance  which 
the  House  has  always  attached  to  that 
continuity.    Such  continuity  has  long 
been  recognized  as  adding  weight  and 
authority  to  the  Speaker  for  the  time 
being.    But,  besides  and  beyond  this,  I 
emphatically  propose  Mr.  Peel  on  his 
own  merits ;  because  I  feel  assured  that 
the  House  at  large  is  well  convinced  that 
thero  is  not  at  the  present  moment, 
within  those  walls,  any  other  man  so 
pre-eminently  qualified  to  guide  and 
direct  our  deliberations,  to  maintain  our 
Privileges,  and  to  hand  down  unsullied 
to  remote  posterity  all  those  lofty  tradi- 
tions which  have  ever  appertained  to  the 
unique  position  of  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  Ibegnow,  SirErskinoMay, 
to  move — "That  the  Eight  honourable 
Arthur  Wellesley  Peel  do  take  the  Chair 
of  this  House  as  Speaker." 

Mr.  JOHN  BlilGHT:  Sir  Ershino 
May,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  seconding 
the  Motion  submitted  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Oxford  (Sir  John  E.  Mow- 
bray). The  House  will  feel,  as  I  feel, 
that  thero  is  very  little  to  be  said  after 
the  admirable  speech  in  which  be  has 
introduced  this  subject  to  the  House. 
To  hon.  Members  sitting  in  the  Parlia- 
ment now  ahout  to  commence  who  had 
scats  in  the  last  Parliament,  and  in  the 
last  Session,  it  seems'  absolutely  un- 
necessary to  say  a  word  in  favour  of  the 
candidate  before  us.  But  to  the  new 
Members  what  has  been  said  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  of  importance. 
I  know  not  that  I  ought  to  trouble  the 
House  with  anything  like  a  repetition 


with  acclamation.   Ho  was  proposed 
by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread),  in  a  speech 
which  still  lingers  in  our  memories.  His 
I^poser,  on  that  occasion,  in  forcible, 
dignified,  and  eloquent  language,  enun- 
ciated those   Constitutional  doctrines 
which  should  guide  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  the  selection  of  a  Speaker, 
and  then  proceeded  to  make  special 
application   of  them  to  Mr.  Peel, 
grounded  on  long  and  intimate  know- 
lodge  of  his  personal  character.  Mr. 
Peel  was  called  to  the  Chair  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  House.  And  we 
were  at  once  assured  of  the  wisdom  of 
our  choice,  for  as  soon  as  he  was  elected 
the  Speaker  Elect,  standing  on  those 
steps,   before  he  proceeded  to  fake 
his  seat  in  the  Chair,  addressed  the 
House  in  words  so  striking,  eo  weighty, 
so  dignified,  and  so  becoming  his  high 
station,  that  I  believe  we  felt,  every  one 
of  us,  that  he  had  raised  by  that  address 
the  moral  tone  of  the  whole  House.  "Wo 
wore  satisfied  that  we  had  found  in  Mr. 
Peel  a  worthy  Successor  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  who  had  preceded  him 
in  the  Chair.   It  is  not  for  me,  on  this 
occasion,  to  review  his  conduct  in  the 
Chair.   I  feel  myself  precluded,  in  his 
presence,  from  sa^ingtbat  which  Ishould 
like  to  say  both  in  a  personal  and  public 
capacity.   The  whole  House  is,  I  be- 
lieve, perfectly  conscious  of  the  high  opi- 
nion entertained  of  Mr.  Feel ;  but  this 
much  I  may  say — and  no  one  will,  I  be- 
lieve, deny  it — that  he  has  fulfilled,  to  the 
utmost,  all  the  anticipations  of  his  most 
sanguine  supporters.    He  has  conducted 
himself  in  the  Choir  with  dignity.  Ho 
has  presided  over  our  deliberations  with 
ability  and  impartiality.    Ho  has  ex- 
hibited clear  apprehension,  ready  deci- 
sion, sound  judgment,  self-possession, 
and  resolution.    Ho  has  proved  himself 
well  acquainted  with  the  Rules  and  Or- 
ders of  the  House.   He  has  shown  him- 
self capable  of  protecting  all  our  Friri- 
leges.    He  has  discharged,  in  an  ad- 
mirable manner,  other  duties,  not  less 
arduous,  not  less  important,  though  less 
conspicuous.    He  has  watched  carefully 
over  the  course  of  our  Private  Business. 
He  has  been  kind,  courteous,  and  acces- 
sible to  every  individual  who  has  ever 
sought  his  advice.    He  has  enjoyed  and 
retained  the  confidence  of  the  House  of 
Commons  -a  confidence  which  I  boldly 
say  neither  rank,  nor  attainments,  nor 
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oi  it ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  feel  dis- 
posed to  add  two  or  three  sentences  to 
those  whicli  ho  has  offered.  What 
qualities  are  required  in  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  House  of  Commons  have 
been,  to  a  certain  extent,  described. 
To  now  Members  it  must,  I  think,  ba 
clear,  although  they  have  no  acquaint- 
anco  vith  what  has  been  done  in  this 
House  heretofore,  that  it  is  absolutely 
nooessary  that  the  Speaker  should  have 
a  very  complete  and  minute  know- 
ledge of  the  proceedings  of  the  House, 
and  of  ita  modes  of  transacting  Busi- 
ness. That,  I  think,  we  have  found  in 
our  late  Speaker,  as  I  doulit  not  we 
fihall  find  in  the  Speaker  who  is  to  come 
ample  knowledge  of  that  kind.  At  the 
same  time,  with  regard  to  the  question 
of  courtesy,  I  have  observed  that  the 
iSpeakers  who  have  sat  in  that  Chair 
during  the  40  years  that  I  have  been  in 
this  House  have  been  themselves  marked 
for  their  courtesy  to  individual  Members. 
There  are  abundant  cases  in  which  Mem- 
bers require  to  consult  the  Speaker  on 
little  difiFlcultles  that  arise,  or  as  to 
points  in  tJheir  own  procedure;  and  I 
nave  looked  sometimes  almost  with 
wonder,  but  alwayB  with  great  admira- 
tion, at  the  manner  in  which  applica- 
tions of  this  kind  to  the  Speaker,  from 
every  part  of  the  House,  have  been  re- 
ceived by  him.  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
Boever  that  in  the  Speaker  whom  we 
are  about  to  elect  we  shall  find  this 
courtesy  as  conspicuously  displayed  as 
it  has  been  by  those  who  have  preceded 
him.  Then  there  comes  the  question  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  re- 
ferred, and  to  which  I  would  refer  in 
one  sentence ;  and  that  is  the  idea,  the 
opinion,  and  the  faith  we  have  that 
whosoever  occupies  that  Chair  should 
be  a  man,  of  infiezible  impartiality,  that 
there  ^ould  be  no  taint  of  Party  feel- 
ing or  of  Forty  spirit  to  influence  him^ 
or  attach  to  him,  or  be  suspected  of  him. 
in  any  of  the  transactions  with  which  ho 
is  connected.  Then  we  have  another 
quality  to  wluch  also  some  reference  has 
boon  made,  and  that  is  the  quality  of 
courage  and  firmness.  In  a  House  like 
this,  composed  of  more  than  600  Mem- 
bers, debating  with  a  freedom  not  sur- 
passed, I  suppose,  in  any  other  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  there  occur  cases  in 
which  I  should  say  that  excitement  and 
passion  take  the  place  sometimes  of 
calnmesa  and  of  reason.   The  ci^uestions 
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discussed  are  so  great,  they  interest  so 
many,  the  feeling  of  Party  sometimes  is 
BO  strong,  that  it  would  bo  deplorable 
and  a  lamentable  thing  if  wo  had,  in 
the  Chair  of  t'jis  House,  a  fooble  man, 
wanting  in  courage  and  firmness  on 
these  occasions.  AVell,  I  think,  judging 
by  the  past,  that  in  placing  Mr.  Peel  in 
that  Chair  we  shall  have  the  confidence 
that,  while  he  will  do  justice  to  every 
Party  and  every  section  in  the  House^  at 
least  he  will  be  certain  to  do  this— to  up- 
hold the  dignity  of  his  own  OfiSce,  and  to 
support  the  authority  of  the  House 
itself.  I  think  I  have  said  pretty  nearly 
all  that  is  necessary  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  I  believe  that  the  House  is 
disposed,  as  the  right  hon.  Qontleman 
opposite  has  suggested,  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  to  elect  Mr.  Peel  to  that  Chair.  If 
they  do  so  they  will  confer  upon  him  a 
signal  honour,  and  tho^  will  do  a  signal 
service  to  the  House  itself,  and  to  tiie 
millions  whom  we  are  supposed  to  repre- 
sent within  these  walls.  Of  Mr.  Peel  I 
will  say  that  he  bears  a  name  famous  in 
the  annals  of  Parliament ;  and  I  believe 
that  if  he  is  elected  to  that  Chair,  when 
the  time  shall  come  that  his  time  of  ser- 
rice  shall  be  completed,  it  will  be  found 
that  he  has  not  lessened  that  fame,  but 
has  rather  added  to  it.  I  beg,  Sir,  to 
second  the  Motion  that  Mr.  Axt^iur 
Wellesley  Peel  be  called  to  the  Chair  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  JUSTIN  M'OAETHT:  Sir 
Erskine  May,  in  the  absence  of  my  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Pamell),  the  Leader  of  the 
Party  with  whom  I  nave  the  honour  to 
act,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  offer  any 
opposition  to  the  Motion  just  submitted 
to  the  House,  or  to  what  seems  to  he  the 
general  decision  of  the  House.  It  would 
have  given  me  pleasure  if  I  could  have 
sincerely  joined  in  all  the  commendaUons 
whichhave  been  passed  on  theOentleman 
wh-ose  name  has  been  proposed  to-da^. 
It  would  have  g^von  me  pleasure  even  if 
I  could  have  abstained  on  this  occasion 
from  saying  a  word  or  two  on  behalf  of 
the  Party  with  whom  I  act  in  this 
House.  But,  Sir  Erskine  May,  it  would 
be  the  merest  alToctation  and  something 
like  hypocrisy  on  my  part,  and  on  the 
part  of  those  on  whose  behalf  I  now 
speak,  if  I  were  to  allow  the  language 
of  unmitigated  eulogy  which  has  been 
poured  out  in  regard  to  Mr.  Peel  to  pass 
without  some  form  of  protest.  I  myself. 
Sir  Erskine  May,  had  un  the  Books  of 
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this  Houee,  for  a  lengthened  period  of 
last  Bnsion,  a  Notioe  of  Uotlon  inTiting 
the  House  to  say  that|  on  one  occasion  at 
leas^  Mr.  Fed  aid  not  act  in  an  equitable 
and  imparti^  manner  as  reguds  one 
Faxty  in  this  House.  Soveral  of  my  Col- 
leagues also  had  on  the  Books  of  this 
HonseNoticea  of  Motion  of  a  similar  kind 
referring  to  the  eame,  or  to  some  other 
and  similar,  transaction.   The  House, 
therefore,  will  understand  that,  without 
any  wish  to  introduce  debate  on  a  ques- 
tion of  this  nature,  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  me  or  my  Friends  to  allow  it  to 
go  forth  to  the  country — after  having 
endeavoured  as  well  as  we  could  last 
Session  to  obtain  a  vote  from  this  House 
finding  fault  with  Mr.  Peel's  conduct  for 
■want  of  impartiality — it  would  not  be 
possible  for  ns  to  allow  this  Motion  to 
pass  without  protest,  and  to  allow  it  to  go 
to  the  country  that  we  admitted  that 
Mr.  Feel  was  right  in  his  action  towards 
us,  and  that  we  were  wrong  when  we 
endeavoured  to  induce  the  House  of 
Commons  to  censure  him  for  that  action. 
I  have  no  wish  to  intrude  longer  on  the 
attention  of  the  House.    So  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  in  my  relations 
with  Mr.  Peel  I  have  received  nothing 
but  kindness  and  courtesy  at  his  hands. 
But  I  am  not  speaking  now  of  Mr.  Peel, 
the  private  Gentleman  whom  we  all 
respect,  nor  even  of  him  as  Speaker  of 
this  House  in  his  ordinary  relations 
with  Members ;  but  I  am  speaking  of 
him  as  an  officer  of  thisHouse,  who,  in  my 
firm  andsincere  belief,  acted  on  morethan 
one  occasion  with  a  distinct  want  of  that 
impartiality  which  is  one  of  the  noblest 
qualities  in  a  Speaker,  and  for  which  he 
has  received  such  high,  and  I  might  al- 
mostsay  such  unmeasured,  praise  to-day. 
Beyond  entering  that  protest,  in  order 
that  it  may  not  oe  supposed  that  I  and 
my  SViends  concur  in  the  compliments 
which  have  been  paid,  I  shall  not  fur- 
ther detain  the  House. 

The  House  then  unanimously  calling 
Mr.  Feel  to  the  Chair, 

Mr.  FEEL  stood  up  in  his  place  and 
said :  Sir  Thomas  Erskine  May,  I  re- 
spectfully thank  the  House  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  received  the 
mention  of  my  name.  I  should  be  alto- 
gether wanting,  Sir,  in  the  dischai^e  of 
the  oUigations  of  oourtesy,  and  I  hope 
I  may  add  of  friendship,  too,  if  I  failed 
to  tliank  the  right  hon.  Baronet  tiie 


Member  for  the  TJniTersiiy  of  Oxford 
(Sir  John  It.  Mowbray)  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  John  Bright)  for  the  terms 
they  have  used  towards  meinrespeotirely 
proposing  and  seconding  my  nomination 
to  the  Chair  of  this  Hoase.    Two  years 
ago,  Sir,  it  was  the  pleasure  of  this 
House  to  elect  me  to  fill  that  Chair. 
They  have  been  two  years  of  eventful 
history.    I  speak  not  of  the  mere  per- 
sonal considerations  which  arise  in  con- 
nection with  them.    No  Speaker  could 
have  occupied  that  Chair  for  those  two 
years  without  having  the  importance  of 
that  time  pressed  steadily  upon  him  in- 
dividually.   But  I  may  say  that  if  I 
have  learned,  as  I  have  learned,  much 
daring  the  occupation  of  that  Chair  for 
two  years,  I  have  above  all  things  learnt 
this — moredeeplyto appreciate  and  more 
fully  to  estimate  the  difficulties  and  the 
delicacies  which  surround  the  oocnpant 
of  that  Chair.   And  I  am  more  deeply 
conscious — I  say  it  unaffectedly — I  am 
more  deeply  conscious  than  I  ever  could 
have  been  before  of  my  own  short- 
comings and  failure  to  act  up  to  the 
great  traditions  of  that  Office.  Sir, 
these  have  been  eventful  years ;  they 
have  resulted  in  a  General  Election, 
conduoted,  as  it  has  been,  under  a  Re- 
form Bill  and  a  Kedistribution  of  Seats 
Bill.    The  result  has  been  that  we  are 
now  met  together  in  this  House  with  an 
infusion  of  new  Members  such  as  has 
never  been  paralleled  for  the  last  50  years. 
As  one  who  has  sat  in  this  House  for 
20  years,  may  I  remind  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who,  conversant  as  they  are  with 
business  of  great  importance  outside  this 
House,  are  yet  taking  their  places  in 
this  Assembly  for  the  first  time — may  I 
remind  them,  as  I  wish  to  do  without 
presumption,  that  the  Bules  and  Forms 
and  Proceedings  of  this  House  are 
wedded  to  remote  antiquity ;  that  many 
of  them  which  seem  to  be  new  are  deve- 
lopments of  the  old ;  and  that,  while  we 
have  adopted  new  Bules  to  suit  the  sup- 
posed requirements  of  the  day,  we  have 
over  been  influenced  by  a  regard  for  pre- 
cedentandoldtimes.  Many  of  our  Forms 
and  Bules  are  old ;  some  are  new ;  some 
are  girt  with  the  prescriptive  dienity 
of  immemorial  custom.    Sir,  if  I  am 
elected — if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
to  elect  me  to  that  Chair,  I  shadl  appeal 
with  equal  confidence  to  new  Members  as 
to  old.  I  shall  askthemto  approach  those 
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Bnles,  Forms,  and  Orders,  vith  that 
generous  and  equitable  spirit  in  which 
uone  they  oaght  to  be  approached, 
whether  ihey  have  to  be  interpreted 
and  administered  on  the  one  hand,  or 
have  to  be  complied  with  on  the  other, 
I  shall,  above  all.  Sir,  ask  for  the  for- 
bearance of  the  House.  No  one  knows 
better  than  I  bow  much  I  shall  stand  in 
need  of  it.  The  position  of  a  Speaker, 
the  moral  strain  upon  bim,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  physical  tedium,  are 
great  calls  and  demands  upon  any  indi- 
vidual. Whatever  those  burdens  may 
be,  Sir,  whatever  those  difficulties  may 
be,  they  are  lightened  if  one  can  feel 
assured  that  one  will  have  the  co-opera- 
tion, and  support  of  the  House.  With- 
out that  support  the  position  of  a  Speaker 
is  untenable  and  intolerable ;  but  there 
is  ample  reward  for  anything  that  may 
be  gone  throng  in  the  discharge  of  that 
Office — I  would  say  more,  those  difficul- 
ties, which  I  have  alluded  to,  vanish  al- 
together if  one  can  be  assured  that  in 
some  small  measure,  at  least,  one  has 
won  the  confidence  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Sir,  I  respectfully  thank 
tho  House,  and  I  very  humbly  place 
myself  at  its  entire  disposal. 

The  House  then  again  unanimously 
calling  Mr.  Feel  to  the  Chair ;  he  was 
taken  out  of  his  place  by  the  said  Sir 
JoHK  B.  MowBBAT,  and  the  said  Mr. 
Bbight,  and  conducted  to  the  Chair. 

Then  Mb.  8PEA.KEE  Elect,  standing 
on  the  upper  step,  said :  Standing  in 
this  place,  I  beg  again  most  respectfully 
to  tiiank  the  Members  of  this  House  for 
the  neat  lionour  they  have  done  me, 
and  for  the  dignified  Office  with  which 
they  have  been  pleased  to  invest  me.  I 
shall  remember  all  I  have  said ;  and  I 
beg  to  assure  the  House  that  I  shall, 
above  all,  try  to  exercise  that  virtue  of 
impartiality  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made.  I  shall  strive  to  know  no  dis- 
tinction of  Party,  but  to  appeal,  with  the 
utmost  con&dence,  not  to  one  section  of 
the  House  or  another,  not  to  one  Party 
or  another,  but  to  the  entire  Assembly 
of  this  House  of  Commons. 

And  then  the  Mace,  which  before  lay 
under  the  Table,  was  now  laid  upon  the 
Table.  Then- 
Tin;  CHANCELLOR  of  theEXCEE- 
QU£R  (SirMioHAEL  Hiok8>6xaoh)  rose 
and  raid :  It  is  my  afpreeable  duty,  in  the 
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name  of  this  House,  to  tender  to  yon, 
Sir,  ourhearty  congratulations  upon  your 
unanimous  election,  for  the  second  time, 
to  the  high  and  honourable  Office  of 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
That  Office,  Sir,  is,  as  you  have  already 
stated,  one  of  great  labour  and  great 
anxiety ;  but  it  is  something  more  than 
that.  It  is  an  Office  requiring  the 
highest  qualities  in  anyone  who  can 
successfully  perform  its  duties.  The 
highest  sense  of  honour,  tho  strictest 
impartiality,  not  only  as  between  diffe- 
rent Parties  or  sections,  but  as  be- 
tween all  the  Members  of  the  Hoiise ; 
the  power  to  maintain  with  dignity  and 
firmness,  but  also  with  temper  and  with 
tact,  due  order  and  libtrty  in  our  pro- 
ceedings ;  a  capacity  for  rapid  and  ao- 
curate  judgment,  by  which  alone  the 
Speaker  can  deal  with  those  many  and 
difficult  questions  which  bo  often  occur, 
and  whion  bave  to  be  dedded  in  a  mo- 
ment under  very  unexpected  circum- 
stances— this,  Sir,  is  a  combination  of 
qualities  which  very  few  individuals  are 
fortunate  enough  to  possess ;  and  yet 
such  qualities  are  essential  to  the  success- 
ful performance  of  the  duties  of  Speaker 
of  this  House.  But,  Sir,  there  is  some- 
thing more  without  which  even  those 
qualities  cannot  secure  success,  and  that 
is  the  possession  of  the  confidence  of 
tbis  House.  That  confidence.  Sir,  you 
have  already  won.  When,  nearly  two 
years  ago,  you  succeeded  in  that  Chair 
a  man  whose  long  and  admirable  ser- 
vices bad  won  for  him  the  respect  and 
the  affection  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
you  stated,  with  becoming  modesty,  that 
in  your  judgment  the  choice  then  made 
was,  at  any  rate  to  some  extent,  dictated 
by  a  recollection  of  your  near  connection 
with  that  great  man  whose  name  will 
always  stand  as  one  of  the  first  in  our 
Parliamentary  history.  Then,  Sir,  you 
were  reminded  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone)  that 
much  was  expected  from  you.  That  ex- 
pectation has  oeen  more  than  fulfilled.  If, 
at  that  time,  the  name  of  the  father  had 
any  infiuence  in  detenniningtheohoiceof 
the  House,  though  that  name  can  never 
be  forgotten,  yet,  to-day,  we  choose  you 
on  account  of  the  proved  merits  of  liie 
son.  We  congratulate  you  on  your 
election  to  that  Ohsir.  We  congratulate 
ourselves  still  more  that  wo  have  been 
able  to  make  such  a  choice.  I  have 
dw^t  upon  the  qualities  necessary  for  a 
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Speaker.  Yon,  Sir.,  have  reminded  this 
House  that  we  owe  to  any  Speaker  our 
oordial  support.  I  think,  Sir,  I  may  say 
that  that  support  will  ba  warmly  and 
oontinuoQsly  accorded ;  for  I  believe  that 
this  House,  which  more  fully  and  more 
completely  represents  the  people  than 
any  previous  House  of  Commons,  will  be 
mindful,  withthebest  of  its  I^redecessors, 
that  the  authority  of  the  Chair  must  be 
supported  in  order  to  secure  that  order 
and  regularity  in  our  debates  without 
which  it  is  impossible  for  this  House  to 
maintain  the  character  which  it  should 
enjoy  of  a  working,  business-liko  As- 
sembly, fittingly  representing  the  people 
of  this  great  country. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  SirErskioe  May, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach),  in  the  excellent  though 
brief  address  which  he  has  delivered  on 
the  present  occasion,  has,  I  am  quite  cer- 
tain, expressed  the  sense,  not  only  of 
those  who  sit  behind  him  and  who  may 
be  considered  as  the  8um)orter6  of  his 
Government,  but  of  the  House  at  large. 
At  the  same  time,  Sir,  I  think  it  may 
not  be  out  oi  place  if,  in  conftnrmtty  with 
the  usage  of  at  least  some  former  periods, 
I  venture  more  directly,  on  behalf  of  those 
with  whom  I  am  more  closely  associated 
in  political  opinion,  to  echo  from  this  side 
of  the  House  those  assurances  of  sup- 
port and  confidence  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  wisely  and  ably  delivered. 
Sir,  in  the  course  of  more  than  half-a- 
century  I  have  witnessed  cbaages  in 
this  House,  among  which,  undoubtedly, 
none  is  more  undeniable,  none  more 
conspicuous,  than  the  very  great  change 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  character  of 
the  Office  you, have  again  been  elected 
to  filL  It  is  not,  I  think,  saying  too 
much  if  I  affirm  that,  at  the  time  when  I 
entered  Parliament,  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker  was  a  matter  comparatively  easy ; 
and  the  demands  made  upon  him,  uiough 
even  then  very  great,  yet  were  demands 
which  might  have  been  satisfied  by  not 
a  very  large  proportion,  perhaps,  but  yet 
by  an  appreciable  proportion  of  the  Mem- 
bers who  sat  on  the  Benches  of  the 
House.  One  historical  incident  which 
illustrates  the  change  which  I  refer  to  is 
this— that  within  the  last  100  years 
Members  were  chosen  to  the  Speakership 
at  a  very  early  period  of  their  life.  It 
is  now  ^It  that,  among  the  essential  oon- 
ditions  of  that  Office,  independently  of 
all  other  gifts,  a  large  experience — a 
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great  Parliamentary  knowledge,  founded 
upon  experience  and  even  habit,  are 
among  the  primair  and  indispensable 
qualifications  for  filling  the  Chair.  In 
truth,  Sir,  the  demands  on  our  Speaker 
have  reached  a  point  at  which  T  will 
venture  to  say  they  will  admit  of  no 
further  augmentation;  for  if  it  were  to 
happen  that  changes  in  the  habit  of 
mind,  of  thought,  and  of  speech,  and  of 
conduotinthis  House  beoamelessfavour- 
able  than  hitherto  they  havehappily  been 
to  the  authority  of  the  Chair — if,  also, 
there  were  to  be  any  weakening  of  that 
strong  and  powerful  alltaDco  in  which 
the  mass  of  the  House  habitually  stands 
with  the  occupant  of  the  Chair — then  I 
do  believe  that  the  strongest  mind,  that 
the  firmest  nerve,  that  the  best  inten- 
tions, that  the  most  distinguished  talents 
must  necessarily  fail  under  the  burden 
that  in  such  case  would  necessarily  lie 
on  the  Speaker.  But,  Sir,  I  feel  that,  in 
this  instance,  that  is  not  the  case.  In 
the  few  words  that  have  been  spoken 
to-day  by  way  of  protest  on  behalf  of  a 
particuUur  Party— a  third  Party— in  this 
House,  I  did  not  read  any  more  than 
what  was  felt  to  be,  by  the  person  who 
spoke  them,  the  reluctant  fulfilment  of 
what  was  to  him  a  conscientious  duty.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  may  have  occurred 
to  that  hon.  Gentleman,  as  it  will  have 
occurred  to  others,  that  the  relations  in 
which  he  and  his  Party  hare  stood  to 
the  Chair  on  some  occasions  have  been 
strained  relations,  and  relations  in  which 
it  was  hardly  within  the  compass  of 
human  possibility  that  perfect  satisfac- 
tion oomd  be  given  to  the  individuals 
immediately  concerned,  and  perfect  satis- 
faction given  to  the  general  obligations 
of  the  Speaker.  But,  Sir,  I  wish  to  say 
that,  in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member,! 
did  not  detect — I  do  not  read  in  it— any 
indication  of  a  disposition  to  relax  tiie 
duties  incumbent  upon  himself  and  upon 
other  Members  of  this  House  towards 
the  Chair;  rather  I  recognize  in  it  an 
acknowledgment  of  those  duties ;  and  I 
earnestiy  hope  that  the  circumstances 
in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  now  ap- 
pears may  render  it,  perhaps,  more  easy 
for  him  to  conduct  his  relations  with  the 
Chair  in  future  contingencies  than  it  has 
been  in  the  past.  But,  Sir,  one  thing  I 
wish  to  say,  and  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing it  I  was  especially  desirous  to  rise. 
AUusion  has  heea  made,  and  has  been 
very  pn^ierly  made,  to  the  change  in 
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the  composition  of  this  House  brought 
about  by  the  important  Acts  for  the  ex- 
teDsioa  of  the  Franchise  and  for  tbo 
Bedistribution  of  Seats.  I  remember, 
Sir,  TOry  well,  at  the  time  of  the  first 
Beibrm  Bill,  there  vere  great  and  per- 
haps not  unroaaonable  appreheuBions  ia 
the  mind  of  the  GoTemment  of  the  day 
—the  Goremment  of  Lord  Grey — as  to 
the  increased  difficalties  which  the 
Speaker  might  find  in  controlling  the 
debates  and  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  consequence  of  the 
very  large  number  of  new  Members 
elected,  and  to  a  certain  amount  of 
change  in  the  circumstances  and  classes 
to  which  those  new  Members  belonged. 
Happily,  Sir,  in  effect,  the  practical 
result  was  entirely  to  dissipate  those 
apprehensions.  I  have  carefully 
watched,  from  time  to  time,  what  the 
effects  hare  been  of  the  successive 
widenings  of  the  popular  basis  of  this 
Uoase ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  that  those  classes  of 
Hembers  which  hare  been  introduced 
into  the  House  in  consequence  of  that 
widenine  of  the  basis  have  borne, 
and  will  bear,  no  disadvantageous 
comparison  in  respect  of  conduct,  in 
respect  of  submission  to  the  Chair, 
and  in  respect  of  disposition  to  support 
the  Chair,  and  to  observe  in  all  par- 
ticulars the  order  and  the  courtesies  of 
this  Hoase — will  bear  no  unfavourable 
comparison  with  the  class  who,  up  to  the 
year  1832,  had  almost  a  monopoly  of  the 
House.  Sir,  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell 
upon  the  particular  qualities  which  ore 
now  so  urgently  necessary  in  the  Speaker, 
and  which  have  been  so  admirably  stated 
by  those  who  have  preceded  me.  I  will 
only  obserre  this — ^that  it  is  quite  con- 
ceivable that  there  might  be  in  this 
House  Gentlemen  with  qualifications 
not  only  good,  not  only  high,  but  abso- 
lutely incomparable  for  many  of  the 
purposes  which  it  is  the  business  of  the 
Speaker  to  serve,  and  yet  who  might  be 
totally  disqualified  for  the  satisfactory 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  Office'; 
because,  Sir,  it  is  in  the  combination  of 
a  great  number  of  qualities,  a  num- 
ber of  qualities  not  easy  to  unite  to- 
gether, often  apt  to  run  in  different 
directions — it  is  in  that  oombination  and 
in  that  happy  balance  that  alone  can  be 
found  that  sum  of  qualifications  accord- 
ing to  which,  the  Speaker  in  the  Chair 
wul  give  satiefftction  or  will  not  give 
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satisfaction.  Sir,  the  House  believed, 
when  you  were  chosen,  that  wo  had 
found  in  you  that  happy  balance  and 
that  combination  which  would  enable 
you  to  deserve  and  to  win  thoir  confi- 
dence. Tour  name  gavo  you  a  favour- 
able introduction  to  the  notice  of  the 
Houso;  but  your  name,  at  the  same 
time,  heightened  the  expectations  and 
heightened  the  demands  which  were 
made  upon  your  mind  and  your  powers. 
Yon  now,  however,  have  no  longer  to 
rest  upon  your  name,  or  to  depend  upon 
anticipations  alone.  In  looking  to  your 
past,  Sir,  I  feel  the  most  confident  ex- 
pectations of  your  future.  It  is  with 
these  expectations  that  I  venture  to  con- 
gratulate the  House  upon  the  thorough 
harmony  of  to-day's  proceedings ;  and  I 
venture  to  congratulate  you,  Sir,  upon 
having  again  received,  in  so  marked  a 
manner,  one  of  the  highest  honours  that 
can  be  conferred  upon  a  British  citizen, 
in  the  ascription  to  you  of  the  great 
Offico  you  Imve  again  been  electra^  to 
hold,  and  the  conferring  of  whioh.Office 
is,  above  all  things,  the  note,  the  stamp, 
and  the  seal  of  your  possessing  the 
thorough  and  unbounded  confidence  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE  (Sir  JkliciiAEi.  Hicks-Beacu;  :  I 
beg  to  move  that  this  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  SPEA.KEB  EiEcx  put  the  Question, 
which,  being  agreed  to, — 

TheHouse  was  adjourned  accordingly, 
and  Mr.  Speaker  Elect  went  away  wiui 

the  Mace  before  him. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after 
Three  o'clock  till  To-moirow. 


HOUSE    OF  LOEDS, 

Wednesday,  iZth  January,  1886. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  clock:. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  —  namely, 
The  LoBD  CnANOELLOE  (Lord  Halsbury) ; 

The  LottD  PUESIDEST  OF  THE  CoUffOIL 

(Viscount  Cranbrook);  The  Earl  op 
IddesXiEiqh  (First  Lord  of  tho  Treasury) ; 
The  EjLBL  op  Coteittht  (Captain  of  the 
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Corps  of  Qentlemen  at  Arms) ;  asd  The 
ViscouKT  BARBraoTON  (Captain  of  the 
Yeomen  of  the  Guard) — being  in  their 
Bobes,  and  seated  on  a  Form  placed 
between  the  Throne  and  the  Woolsack, 
commanded  the  Gentleman  Udier  of  the 
Black  Eod  to  let  the  Commons  know 
"  The  Lords  Commisuoners  desire  their 
immediate  Attendance  in  this  House.'* 

And  the  Commons  being  at  the  Bar ; 

SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

FBE8ENTED  AND  APPROVED. 

The  Eight  Honourable  ARTHUR 
WELLESLEY  PEEL,  Speaker  Elect, 
said — 

"  My  Lords, 
"  I  have  to  acquaint  your  Lordships, 
that  in  obedience  to  Her  Majesty's 
commands,  Her  Majesty's  most  faithful 
Commons  hare,  in  the  exercise  of  their 
undoubted  rights  and  privileges,  pro* 
oeeded  to  the  Election  of  a  Speaker,  and 
that  their  choice  has  fallen  upon  myself, 
and  I  now  present  myself  at  your  Lord- 
ships' Bar,  and  humbly  submit  myself 
for  Her  Majesty's  gracious  approba- 
tion." 

Then  Thb  LOBD  OHAKOELLOH 
said — 

"Mb.  Pbel, 

"We  are  commanded  to  assure  you 
that  Her  Majesty  is  so  fully  satisfied 
of  your  zeal  for  the  public  service,  and 
of  your  ample  snfficienoy  to  discharge 

the  arduous  duties  which  Her  faithful 
Commons  have  selected  you  to  dis- 
charge, that  She  does  most  readily  ap- 
prove and  confirm  you  as  their  Speaker." 

Then  Mb.  SFEAKEB  sud— 

"Mt  Lobds, 

"I  submit  myself  with  all  humility 
and  gratitude  to  Her  Majesty's  gracious 
commands.  It  is  now  my  duty,  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  to  lay  claim  by 
humble  Petition  to  Her  Majesty,  to  all 
their  undoubted  rights  and  privileges ; 
especially  to  freedom  of  speech  in  de- 
bate ;  to  freedom  from  arrest  of  their 
persons  and  servants ;  and,  particularly, 
to  firee  access  to  Her  Majesty  whenever 
oooasion  shall  require,  and  that  the 
most  favourable  construction  shall  be 
put  upon  all  their  proceedings.   As  for 
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myself,  I  pray  that  if  any  error  shall  be 
committed  it  may  be  imputed  to  myself, 
and  not  to  Her  Majesty's  faithful  Com- 
mons." 

Then  The  LORD  CHANOELLOE 
said, 

"Mb.  Speaeeb, 

"  We  have  it  further  in  command  to 
inform  you  that  Her  Majesty  does  most 
readily  confirm  all  the  righ^  and  privi- 
leges which  have  ever  been  granted  to 
or  conferred  upon  the  Commons  by  any 
of  Her  Boyal  Predecessors. 

"With  respect  to  yourself,  Sir,  though 
Her  Majesty  is  sensible  that  you  stand 
in  no  need  of  such  assurance,  Her 
Majesty  will  ever  put  the  most  favour- 
able construction  upon  your  words  and 
actions." 

Then  the  Commons  withdrew. 

BEPBESENTATITE  PEER  FOR 
IRELAND. 

Writs  and  Eeturns  electing  the  Vis- 
count Bangor  a  Bepresentative  Poor  for 
Ireland  in  the  room  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Erne,  deceased,  with  the  Certificate  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland 
annexed  thereto :  Delivered  {<m  oath), 
and  Certificate  read. 

Several  Lords — took  the  Oath. 

ITotue  adjonmed  at  Foot 
o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  OOMHONS, 
Wednesday,  IBth  January,  1886. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  clook. 

The  House  being  met,  and  Mr. 
Speakeb  Elect  having  taken  the  Chair, 
a  Message  was  delivered  by  the  Gen- 
tleman Usher  of  the  Black  Hod : 

"Mb.  Spea£eb, 

"  The  Lords,  auth<aized  by  virtue  of 
Her  Majesty's  Commission,  desire  the 
immediate  attendance  of  this  Honourable 
House  in  the  House  of  Peers." 
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AocOTdingly,  Mr.  S^AEKBEuurr,  with 
the  House,  went  up  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  where  he  was  presented  to  the 
said  Lords  Commissioners  for  theBojal 
Approbation. 

Then  The  LORD  CHANCELLOB,  one 
of  the  said  Lords  Oommissioners,  signi- 
fied Her  Majesty's  approbation  of  Mr. 
Speaker  Eleot. 

The  House  being  returned ; — 

Mb.  speaker  said  :  I  have  to  re- 
port to  the  House  that,  in  the  House  of 
Poors,  Her  Majeaty,  by  Her  Royal 
Commissioners,  has  been  pleased  to  ap- 
prove the  choice  made  of  myself  for  the 
Office  of  your  Speaker,  and  that  I  have, 
in  your  name  and  on  your  bohnlf,  laid 
daim  by  humble  Petition  to  Her  Majesty 
to  allyour  ancient  Bights  and  Privileg  es— 
freedom  of  speech  in  debate,  freedom 
from  arrest  of  your  person  and  servants, 
and,  particularly,  of  free  access  to  Her 
Majesty  whenever  occasion  may  require, 
and  that  the  most  favourable  construction 
shall  be  placed  upon  all  your  proceedings. 
All  these,  Her  Majesty,  by  Her  Commis- 
sioners, has  boen  pleased  to  grant  and 
confirm,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  the; 
have  ever  been  granted  and  confirmed 
by  Her  Majesty,  or  by  any  of  Her  Royal 
Predecessors. 

It  is  my  duty  again  to  thank  the 
House  for  the  high  honour  tbey  have 
done  me  in  electing  me  to  the  Chair  of 
this  House.  I  have  now  to  remind  tho 
House  that  the  first  duty  of  its  Members 
is  to  take  the  Oath  according  to  the  form 
prescribed  bylaw. 

And  thereupon  Mr.  3pEAEEB,first  alone, 
standing  upon  the  u^per  step  of  the 
Ohair,  took  and  subsiaibed  the  Oath. 

PABUAIIENTABT  OATH  (MR. 
BRADLAUGH). 
Mb.  SPEAKEB,  again  rising,  said: 
Before  hon.  Members  come  to  the  Table 
to  take  the  Oaths  it  is  my  duty  to  inform 
the  House  that  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  House  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  in  respect  to  the  proceeding  as 
affecting  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  junior 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Brad- 
laugh).  I  hare  thought  it  my  duty, 
under  the  very  exceptional  circumstances 
of  the  moment,  and  inasmuch  as  by  the 
natnro  of  the  case  there  can  be  no  de- 


bate, to  put  the  Honse  in  possession  of 
the  main  facts  of  this  letter ;  and  also  of 
another  notice  or  letter  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  tho  University  of  Cam- 
bridge (Mr.  Raikos),  signed  by  himself 
and  by  another  hon.  Member  of  this 
House,  the  hon.  Mombor  for  the  Honiton 
Division  of  the  County  of  Devon  (Sir 
John  ICennaway).  Tho  letter  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  con- 
tains an  histoi-ical  retrospect  of  the  case 
which  I  do  not  propose  to  road  to  tho 
House.  It  is,  as  far  as  I  know,  a  state* 
mentof  mere  facts,  and  it  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  put  tho  House  in  possession  of 
those  facts.  The  letter  concludes  b^ 
putting  an  important  question,  which  it 
is  my  duty,  I  think,  to  read  in  tho  very 
words  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
used.    It  is  as  follows  : — 

"  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Hoase  of  Com- 
mons consistently,  and  notwithstanding  new 
writs  and  ficeh  L-lcctions  of  Mr.  Bradlau^b,  has 
refused  to  permit  him  to  repeat  words  which  in 
his  casb  would  bo  simply  an  act  of  profanation. 
The  Court  of  Appeal  has  decided,  by  a  jnd^ent 
which  the  Uouso  of  CommonB  could  not  but 
recognize,  that  Mr.  Bradlaugh  was  incapable  of 
taking  an  Oath.  [Cries  of  "No!"]  No  one 
doubts  his  identity  ;  and  I  am  advised  that,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  a  state  of  facts  once  established 
is  presumed  to  exist  until  the  contrary  is  prored. 
[CW»o/"No!"3  Until  the  House  of  Com- 
moDB  is  fully  constituted,  any  action  by  tho 
House  is  difficult,  if  not  impoesible.  I  there- 
fore respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration, 
in  view  of  the  facta  to  which  I  havo  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  direct  your  attention,  that  Mr. 
Bradlaugh  should  not  bepermitted  to  go  through 
tho  form  of  taking  tiie  Oath  without  an  oppor- 
tunity being  aObmed  to  the  Houao  of  ewressing 
its  opinion  upon  a  proceeding  which  I  believo, 
if  fiUly  constitoted,  it  would  decline  to  sanc- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  sarrant, 

M.  E.  Hickb-Bbach." 

The  other  notice  to  which  I  have  referred 
as  proceeding  from  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge  University  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Honiton  Division 
of  the  County  of  Devon,  containing  also 
an  historical  retrospect  of  the  case,  and 
differs  very  slightly  indeed  from  the 
letter  which  I  have  just  read,  except  in 
calling  my  attention  to  the  fact  of  the 
appearance  of  a  newspaper  styled  The 
National  Reformer  of  January  10,  1886. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Raikes) 
and  his  Colleague  conclude  with  a  pro- 
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test,  and  ask  mj  opinion  upon  a  point 
of  Order.  I  have  said  that  I  deemed  it 
my  duty,  under  exceptional  and  extra- 
ordinary circumstances,  to  place  these 
letters  before  the  Houso ;  and  I  think  it 
may  be  for  the  convenience  of  the  House 
that  I  should,  before  the  House  is  con- 
stituted and  before  hon.  Members  come 
to  the  Table  to  take  their  Oaths,  state 
my  view — a  view  arrived  at  after  full 
consideration — of  wiiat  ought  to  be  my 
conduct  ia  the  coarse  of  these  proceed- 
ings. It  irill  be  observed  that  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  Bight  honourable 
Gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  referred 
allude  to  proceedings  in  a  former  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  in  no  case  cited  does  the 
Speaker  take  original  and  independoot 
authority  upon  himself.  It  is  always  by 
the  action  of  tho  House,  in  consequence 
of  something  that  has  occurred  during 
that  Parliament.  "We  are  aMembled  in 
a  new  Parliament.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  Resolutions  of  the  past.  They  have 
lapsed,  they  are  void,  they  are  of  no 
effect  in  reference  to  this  case.  It  is  the 
right,  the  legal  statutable  obligation,  of 
Members  when  returned  to  this  House, 
to  come  to  this  Table,  and  take  the  Oath 
prescribed  by  Statute.  I  have  no  au- 
thority, I  have  no  right,  original  or 
delegated,  to  interfere  between  an  hon- 
ourabla  Member  and  his  taking  of  the 
Oath.  I  have  been  further  asked  whether, 
when  the  House  is  completed,  and  after 
a  quorum  has  been  constituted,  it  would 
be  competent  for  a  Motion  to  be  made 
intervening  between  the  honourable 
Member  for  Northampton  and  his  taking 
of  the  Oath  ?  I  have  come  clearly,  and 
without  hesitation,  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  neither  be  my  duty  to  prohibit 
the  honourable  Qentleman  from  coming 
nor  to  permit  a  Motion  to  be  made  standin  g 
between  him  and  his  taking  of  the  Oath. 
The  honourable  Member  takes  that 
Oath  under  whatever  risks  may  attach 
to  him  in  a  Court  of  Law.  But  it  is  not 
for  me,  I  respectfully  say  it  is  not  for 
the  House,  to  enter  into  any  inqmsition 
as  to  what  may  be  the  opinions  of  a 
Member  when  he  comes  to  the  Table  to 
take  the  Oath.  I  am  bound,  and  the 
House  is  bound,  by  the  forms  of  this 
House,  and  by  the  legal  obligation  and 
rights  of  Members.  If  a  Member  comos 
to  this  Table  and  offers  to  take  the  Oath, 
I  know  of  no  right  whatever  to  intervene 
between  him  and  the  performance  of  a 
legal  and  statutable  duty. 

Mr.  ^eahr 


The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  :  I 
ask,  by  the  indulgeace  of  the  House,  to 
be  permitted  to  make  one  observation 
—[Cries  of"  Order!"] 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  must  remind  the 
right  hon.  G-entlemau  that,  if  he  has 
any  objection  to  my  decision,  a  debate 
cannot  now  be  initiated.  No  doubt  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  rises  to  a  point  of 
Order. 

TheOHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  :  I 
understand,  Sir,  your  answer  to  the 
question  which  I  have  ventured  to  put 
to  you  to  be  that  you  will  neither  inter- 
vene yourself  in  the  matter,  nor  will  you 
permit  the  intervention  of  aoy  other 
hon.  Member  of  this  House  with  a  Mo- 
tion.   However  much  I,  Sir,  or  any 

other  Member  of  this  House  [CV»m 

0/"  Order!"! 

Me.  speaker  :  I  must  remind  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  of  the  distinction 
I  wish  to  draw  between  calling  my  at- 
tention to  a  point  of  Order  and  making 
a  speech.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
woiUd  not  be  in  Order  in  making  a 
speech,  seeing  that  he  has  not  yet,  him- 
self, taken  the  Oath. 

The  following  is  the  Entry  in  Yotes 
of  the  Letters  referred  to  by  the 
Speaker : — 

January  12th  1886. 

Sir, 

I  beg  reapectfally  to  place  before  yon  the 
^ollowiag  statemont  vith  regard  to  Mr.  Charles 
Biadlaugh,  one  of  the  Burgesses  elected  toB^re 
in  Farliament  for  the  Bonragh  of  Northiimpton. 

On  tho  3rd  of  May  1880,  Mr.  Bradlaugh, 
having  then  been  elected  as  Member  for  the  same 
Borough,  claimed  to  be  allowed  to  affirm  instead 
of  taking  the  Oath,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  which 
g^ves  that  power  to  witnesses  who  have  no 
religiooB  belief.  The  question  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons :  who  re- 
ported, that  tho  power  claimed  by  Mr.  Bn^- 
laugh  does  not  exist  in  respect  of  the  Farliamen- 
tary  Oath.  On  tho  2iBt  May,  Mr.  Biadlangh 
claimed  to  toko  and  sabscribe  the  Oath,  and  was 
in  the  act  of  doing  so,  when  Sir  Henry  Drum- 
mond  WoliT  interposed  with  n  ^lotion  that  Mr. 
Bradlaugh  should  not  be  allowed  to  tnko  the 
Oath.  To  this  Motion  an  Amendment  wag 
moved  and  carried  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Gommittoo  to  inquire  into  tho  facts  and  circum- 
stances, and  as  to  the  right  of  the  Houso  to  re- 
fuse to  allow  tbo  Oath  to  ho  administered  to 
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Ur.  firadlaugh.  On  tiio  16th  of  Jane  the  Com- 
mittee reported  u  to  the  right  and  jurifldiotion 
of  the  Hoofle  torefaae  to  allow  the  form  of  the 
Oath  prracrihod  to  be  taken  by  duly  elected 
Members  to  be  taken  by  them,  that  there  is  and 
must  be  an  inherent  power  in  thoJIIoii3c  to  re- 
quire that  the  Law  by  which  the  Proceedings  of 
tho  House  and  its  Members  in  reference  to  tho 
taking  of  the  Parliamentary  Oath  is  regulated, 
be  duly  observed ;  that,  by  making  tho  claim  to 
aflSrm,  Mr.  Bnidlaagh  Tolantarily  brought  to 
tho  notice  of  the  House  that  on  seTcral  occa- 
rions  be  had  been  permitted  to  affirm  in  a  Court 
of  Jastice,  nnder  tho  Evidence  Act  Amendment 
Act,  1869-70;  in  order  to  enable  him  to  do 
which,  a  Judge  of  tho  Court  must  have  been 
satiefied  that  an  Oath  was  not  binding  upon  Mr. 
Bradlaugh'a  conscience.   The  Committee  fur- 
ther reported  that,  under  tho  circumstances,  the 
compUance  by  'Mr.  Dradlangh  would  not  bo  tho 
taking  of  an  Oath  within  the  true  moaning  of 
the  Statates,  20  Vict.  sect.  19,  and  31  and  32 
Vict.  cap.  72,  and  that  therefore  the  House  can, 
and  in  tho  opinion  of  the  Committee  ought  to, 
prevent  Mr.  Bradlangh  going  through  this  form. 
On  the  21st  Juno  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Labou- 
chcre  that  Mr.  Dradlaugh  be  admitted  to  mako 
an  aiErmation  or  declaration  instead  of  the 
Oath.   To  this  an  Amendment  was  moved  by 
Sir  H,  Giffard,  which  was  carried,  that  Mr_ 
Bradlangh  be  not  permitted  to  take  the  Oath  or 
inahe  the  declaration.  On  the  SlstMarch  1881, 
judgment  was  delivered  by  the  Court  of  Appeal 
that  Mr.  Bradlangh  was  a  person  who,  by  want 
of  religions  belief,  was  not  entitled  by  the  Par- 
liamentary Oaths  Act  or  the  Fromissory  Oaths 
Act  to  make  or  subscribe  nn  Affirmation.  On 
the  26th  April  1881,  Mr.  Brndlaugh  again 
claimed  to  tfiko  and  subscribo  the  Oath :  and  the 
House  resolved  that  Mr.  Bradlangh  be  not  per- 
mitted to  go  through  the  form  of  repeating  the 
words  of  the  Oath.   On  tho  7th  Feb.  1883,  Mr- 
Bradlangh  came  to  the  Table  to  tako  and  snb- 
■eribe  the  Oath :  the  House  again  resolved  that 
he  be  not  permitted.   On  the  21st  Feb.  18:2^ 
Mr.  Bradlangh  advanced  to  the  Table  and  read 
from  a  paper  the  words  of  the  Oath,  and  having 
biased  a  cc^y  of  tho  New  Tcstamant  signed  the 
paper.   On  the  22nd  Feb,  tho  House  resolved 
that  Mr.   Bradlaugh  having  disobeyed  tho 
Orders  of  the  House  and  having  in  contempt  of 
the  authority  of  the  House  irregularly  and  con- 
tumaciously pretended  to  take  and  subscribo  tho 
Oath,  be  expelled  tho  House  ;  and  a  now  Writ 
was  ordered  to  be  issued  for  the  Borough  of 
Xorlhampton.    On  the  6th  of  March  the  HouSq 
reaffirmed  the  Resolution  of  the  7th  Fobroary, 
■nd  directed  that  Hr.  Bradlangh  bo  not  per- 


mitted to  go  through  tho  form  of  taking  the 
Oath.   Onthe4thMay  1883,  the  House  resolved 
that  "Sir.  Bradtaugh  be  not  permitted  to  go 
through  the  form  of  repeating  the  words  of  tho 
Oath.    On  the  llth  February  1884,  Mr.  Brad- 
langh advanced  to  tho  Table,  proceeded  to 
read  from  a  paper  the  words  of  tho  Oath,  and 
having  kissed  a  book,  signed  the  paper  and  left 
the  same  on  tho  Table.   Tho  House  'resolved 
that  !Mr.  Bradlangh  bo  not  permitted  to  go 
through  tho  form  of  taking  the  Oath.  On  the 
2Ist  February  tho  same  Beaolution  was  re- 
affirmed.  In  the  month  of  June  1884,  the  case 
Att.-Gl.  r.  Bradlaugh  was  tiied  at  Bar,  before 
Lord  Coleridge  C,J.,  Grove  J.,  Huddlcston  B,, 
and  ft  Special  Jury.    Tho  Jury  find  among 
other  things  that  on  tho  llth  February  1884, 
Mr.  Bradlangh  had  no  belief  in  a  Supreme 
Being,  and  was  a  person  upon  whoso  conscience 
an  Oath,  as  an  Oath,  had  no  binding  force  ;  and 
that  tho  House  of  Commons  had  full  cognizance 
and  notice  of  these  matters,  in  consequence  of 
the  avowal  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh.    In  December 
1 884,  an  application  for  a  new  trial,  upon  the 
ground  that  tho  verdict  was  against  the  evidenco 
was  refused,  both  in  tho  Queen's  Bench  Division 
and  in  the  Court  of  Appeal.    In  Jan.  1885  an 
appeal  was  heard,  and  judgment  was  given  for 
the  Attornoy-Gonl,  on  tho  merits,  on  the  ground 
that  a  Member  of  Parliament  who  does  not  bo- 
liove  in  tho  oxistencs  of  a  Snprome  Being,  and 
upon  whom  an  Oath,  as  an  Oath,  has  no  bind- 
ing cfTect,  is,  owing  to  his  want  of  religious  be- 
lief, ino<tpable  by  Law  of  making  and  snbscrib- 
iag  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  appointed  by  tho 
Parliamentary  Oaths  Act  as  amended  by  the 
Promissory  Oaths  Act. 

It  will  thus  bo  scon  that  the  Houso  of  Com- 
mons consistently,  and  notwithstanding  new 
writs  and  fresh  elections  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  has 
refused  to  permit  him  to  repeat  words  which  in 
his  case  would  be  simply  an  act  of  profanation. 
The  Court  of  Appeal  has  decided,  by  a  judg- 
ment which  the  House  of  Commons  could  not 
but  recognize,  that  Mr.  Bradlangh  was  inca- 
pable of  taking  nn  Oath.  No  one  doubts  his 
identity ;  and  I  am  advised  that,  as  a  mattw  of 
law,  a  state  of  facts  once  established  is  pre- 
sumed to  exist  until  the  contrary  is  proved. 
Until  the  House  of  Commons  is  fully  consti- 
tuted, any  action  by  the  House  is  difBcult,  if 
not  impossible.  I  therefore  respectfully  submit 
for  your  consideration,  in  view  of  the  facts  to 
which  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  direct  your 
attention,  that  Mr.  Bradlangh  should  not  bo 
permitted  to  go  throngh  the  form  of  taking  the 
Oatti  without  an  importunity  being  afforded  to 
the  House  of  expressing  its  opinion  upon  a 
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proceeding  which  I  beliove,  if  fully  confltitutcd, 
it  vould  decline  to  sanction. 

I  have  tho  honour  to  remain, 
Sir, 

Your  ohcdicnt  sorvaut, 

M.  E.  HicKS-BcAcu. 

Tho  lUght  Honblo. 
Tho  Speaker  of 
Tho  IIouBO  of  Commons. 

To  tho  Speaker  Elect. 

House  of  Commons, 
Jan.  12,  1886. 

Sir, 

"We,  tho  undersigned,  being  Jlcmbcre  of  tho 
present  House  of  CommonB,  direct  your  atten- 
tion to  the  facts  and  circumstancca  following  : 
—That  Charles  Bradlangh,  of  20,  Circus  Road^ 
Rt  John's  Wood,  London,  boa  boen  returned 
by  the  Borough  of  Northampton  as  one  of  the 
lUflmbers  to  represent  the  said  Borough  in  the 
present  Parliament. 

That  the  said  Charles  Bradlaugh  is  tho  same 
person  who  was  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament 
by  the  same  constituency  in  the  latu  Parlia- 
ment 

That  the  said  Charles  Bradlaugh  was  then, 
and  is  now,  avowodly  an  Athust,  and  is  thereby 
disqualified  from  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance, 
or  making  an  Affirmation,  in  the  form  set  forth 

in  "  The  Parliamentary  Oaths  Act,  1866." 

That,  since  the  last  General  Election,  and 
under  date  January  10th  of  this  year,  1886,  the 
said  Charles  Bradlaugh  has  caused  to  be  printed 
and  published  in  a  Newspaper  "  printed  and 
published  by  Charles  Bradlaugh,  of  20,  Circus 
Boad,  London,  N.TV.,  and  by  Annie  Besant,  of 
19.  ATenuo  Boad,  London,  N.W.,  at  69,  Fleet 
Street,  E.C.,  the  following  notice "  The  fall 
legal  responnbility  for  ovcrj'thing  which  ap- 
pears in  these  columns  rests  on  Mr.  Bradlaugh 
and  'Mis.  Besant  as  Editors  and  Publishers  of 
the  paper.  For  the  opinions  expressed  in  all 
signed  articles  tho  writers  aro  morally  respon- 
sible. The  editorial  policy  of  tho  paper  is 
Bepublican,  Atheistic,  and  Malthusian,  but  all 
opinions  aro  freely  admitted,  provided  only  tliat 
they  be  expressed  reasonably  and  in  proper 
language."  This  notice  appeared  in  "The 
National  Reformer,"  January  10th,  1886.  A 
copy  of  the  Newspaper  containing  the  notice 
above  written  is  herewitii  enclosed. 

Wc  now  state,  for  your  information,  that  the 
late  House  of  Commons  repeatedly  refused  to 
allow  the  said  Charles  Bradlaugh  to  sit  and 
vote  therein,  in  consequence  of  his  incapacity 
to  take  the  Parliamentary  Oath  of  Allegiance, 
or  make  an  Affirmation.  The  Journals  of  this 
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House  show  that  the  said  Charles  Bradlaugh 

was  net  allowed  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  Houio 
on  tho  following  dates :  June  22, 1880  ;  April  9, 
1881 ;  April  20,  1881  ;  May  10, 1881 ;  Augusts, 
1881;  February  7,  1852;  February  22,  1882  ; 
March  6, 1882;  Juno  22,  1883  ;  May  4,  1883  ; 
February  11, 1884  ;  February  21, 1884  ;  July  C, 
1885.  In  tho  year  1884  the  Attorney  Gencnil 
filed  an  information  under  tho  Crown  Suits  Acts 
to  recover  penalties  from  Charles  Biadlaagh  for 
having  sat  and  voted  in  tho  House  of  Commona 
without  first  having  made  and  subscribed  the 
Oath  under  the  Parliamentary  Oaths  Act. 
After  a  trial  by  a  jury,  judgment  was  given 
against  tho  Defendant.  On  appeal,  a  Dirtaional 
Court  gave  judgment  against  the  Defendant. 
Subsequently,  on  tho  23th  of  January  1635, 
tho  Court  of  Appeal,  consisting  of  the  Master 
of  the  Bolls  and  Lords  Jastices  Cotton  and 
Lindley  after  argument  decided  that  the  Do- 
fendant,  Charles  Bradlaugh,  was  liable  to  pay 
the  said  penalties.  In  giving  judgment,  tho 
Master  of  the  Rolls  said,  "that  the  l&v  on' 
this  point  had  been  clearly  settled  for  y&irs, 
and  it  had  been  decided  that  any  person  whose 
mind  was  in  that  state  could  not  bo  a  witness 
in  any  case  or  under  any  circumstances  becanao 
ho  could  not  tnko  an  Oath.  "Whatever  words, 
or  whatever  forms  a  man  might  use  or  go 
through,  if  his  conscience  was  not  bound  by 
them  he  was  incapablo  by  the  Law  of  England 
of  taking  an  Oath.  In  his  opinion,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  belief  of  the  Defendant  was  an  issue 
of  fact  which  must  be  decided  by  tlio  Jury  in 
precisely  the  same  way  as  they  decided  other 
issues  of  fact,  and  any  evidence  relevant  to 
that  issue  was  admisnble. 

"  It  was  sud  that  tho  Houso  of  Commons 
must  have  a  knowledge  of  the  state  of  mind  of 
tho  person  pretonding  to  take  the  Oath  at  tho 
time  he  took  it ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  if  the 
House  of  Commons  had  no  knowledge  whatever 
that  the  person  pretending  to  take  the  Oath  had 
no  belief  in  the  eidstence  of  a  Supreme  Being, 
or  that  his  conscience  was  not  bound  by  tho 
Oath,  if  it  should  subsoqaently  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Attorney  General  that  tho 
Member  having  gone  through  the  form  of 
taking  the  Oath  did  not  regard  himself  as 
bound  by  it,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  commenco 
proceedings  against  him  under  this  statute. 

"  He  hopod  it  would  be  thoroughly  under- 
stood from  the  Judgment  of  that  Court,  that  it 
was  impossible  by  an  artifice,  by  any  subter- 
fuge, by  any  daring,  or  by  any  fore?,  for  any 
Member  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  avoid  or 
evade  the  penal  consequences  of  this  statute, 
and  that  any  such  Member  who  should  tako 
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his  scat  without  taking  the  Oath  within  the 
meaning  of  tho  Act  woald  bo  liable  to  the 
penalties  imposed  by  tho  statute,  oycq  if  tho 
Houao  of  Commons  itself  wcro  not  only  to 
refuse  turn  leave  to  be  sworn  but  wero  actually 
to  pass  a  Besolution  pwinitting  him  to  be 
Bvom.  As  long  as  the  Defenduit  remained  in 
his  present  state  of  mind,  he  woold  be  inca- 
pable of  taking  the  Oath  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Act ;  and,  if  he  took  his  seat  without  taking 
the  Oath,  he  would  be  liable  to  the  ponalties 
imposed."  Against  this  decision  the  Defendant 
has  appealed,  and  that  Appeal  is  now  pending 
in  the  House  of  Lords. 

In  the  event  of  Charloa  Bradlaugh  presenting 
hioiself  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  or  to 
make  an  Affinnation,  as  prescribed  by  the  Par- 
liamentary Oaths  Act,  1860,  we  salmut  that  he 
is  not  entitled  to  take  the  said  Oath  or  to 
Affirm ;  that  he  is  disqualified  because  of  the 
&cta  and  circumstances  hereinbefore  stated^ 
and  which,  as  Uembers  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, wo  now  formally  bring  under  your 
notice  as  Speaker  thereof;  and  wo  protest 
agaioat  the  said  Oath  being  administered  to  the 
said  Charles  Bradlaugh,  or  his  being  allowed  to 
make  an  AffinnaUon,  pending  judgment  on  his 
Appeal  by  the  House  of  Lords,  or  until  this 
Hooso  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  of  delibe- 
rating  and  resolviug  on  the  question  raised 
lierrin. 

Henrt  Csctl  Raikes, 

Member  for  Cambridge  University. 
John  H.  Kbsnaway, 

Member  for  the  Honiton  Division  of 
the  County  of  Devon. 

Then  Beveral  other  Members  took  tuid 
subscribed  the  Oath ;  and  several  other 
Members  made  and  subscribed  tho 
Affirmatioa  required  by  Law. 

Home  adjourned  at  half  after 
Five  o'clock  till  Two 
o'clock  To-morrow. 


HOTTSE  OF  LOUDS, 
7%tr8daif,  liih  Jimwtrtf,  1886. 


SerflTal  Lords — ^Took  the  Oath. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester— Took 
the  Oath  for  the  first  time. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Southwell— Took 
tbe  Oath  for  the  first  time. 

Honse  adioumod  at  Four  o'clock,  to 
Tuesday  wnt,  Two  o'dock. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 

Thursday,  Hth  Jitnmrif,  1886. 


Tho  Honse  met  at  Tvo  of  the  clock. 

Several  other  Members  took  and  sub- 
scribed the  Oath,  and  one  other  Member 
made  and  subscribed  the  Affirmation 
according  to  Law. 

Notice  beinp:  taken  that  the  Honour- 
able Robert  Torrons  O'Neill,  returned 
as  Member  for  Mid-Antrim,  was  by  a 
clerical  error  described  in  the  Return  as 
the  Honourable  Edward  O'Neill,  and 
Lord  Arthur  Hill,  Member  for  West 
Down,  havinf;  stated  on  bis  own  know- 
ledge that  the  names  of  the  Member 
for  Mid-Antrim  were  Robert  Toirena 
O'Neill ; ' 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
do  attend  the  House  forthwith  with  the 
Return  for  Mid-Antrim,  and  amend  the 
same  by  striking  out  the  word  "Edward," 
and  inserting  the  words  "Robert  Tor- 
rons." 

And  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  attended 
and  amended  the  said  Return  accord- 
ingly. 

House  adjourned  at  half  after 
Three  o'clock  till  Two 
o'clock  To-morrow. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,  ISth  January^  1886. 


The  House  met  afc  Two  of  the  dock. 

Several  Members  took  and  subscribed 

tho  Oath. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  at  tlio 
rising  of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn 
till  Wedneeday  next,  at  Two  of  the  clock. 
—{Mr.  AJten-Vouglat.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
after  Three  o'clock  till 
Wednesday  next. 
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HOUSE    OF  LOBDS, 

Tuesday,  \9ih  Jmmry,  1886. 


Several  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

SAT  FIRST. 

The  Earl  of  Wilton— after  the  death 
of  his  brother. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle— after  tho 
death  of  his  father. 

Tho  Marquess  of  Abercom— after  tho 
death  of  his  father. 

NEW  PEERS. 

Sir  Thomas  Batoson,  Baronet,  having 
been  created  Baron  Doramoreof  Belvoir 
in  the  county  of  Down— Was  (in  the 
usual  manner)  introduced. 

Garnet  Joseph  Baron  Wolaeley,  G.O.B., 
G.C.M.G..  General  and  General  Officer 
Commanding -in -Chief  the  Forces  in 
Egypt,  having  been  created  Viscount 
Wolseley  of  Wolseley  in  the  county  of 
Stafford— Was  (in  Uie  usual  manner) 
introduced. 

Henry  John  Montagu -Douglas-Scott, 
commonly  called  Lord  Honry  John 
Montagu -Douglas -Scott,  having  been 
created  Baron  Montagu  of  Beaulieu  in 
the  county  of  Southampton— "Waa  (in 
tho  usual  manner)  introduced. 

The  Bight  Honourable  Charles  John 
Baron  OiSville  of  Culross  in  that  part 
of  the  United  Ivingdom  called  Scotland, 
K.T.,  having  been  created  Baron  Col- 
ville  of  Culross  in  the  county  of  Forth 
— Was  (in  the  usual  manner)  intro- 
duced. 

Several  Lords — Took  the  Oalh. 

IIouso  adjourned  at  a  qunrtor  past 
Four  o'clock,  to  Thursday 
next^  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  20lk  Jaiiuari/,  1886. 


Tho  Houo9  met  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

Several  other  Members  took  and  sub- 
scribed the  Oath. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 
Four  o'clock  tiH  To-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF  LOEDS, 

TTturedap,  2Ut  January,  1886. 

iIINTJTES.l~PiriiLio  Hill— Finl  Bead!uff~ 
Furiah  Churclics*  (S). 

Fbatess. 

Sovoral  Lords— Took  tho  Oalh. 

SAT  FIIIST. 

Tho  Viscount  Halifax— after  tho  death 

of  his  father. 

THE  QUEEN  S  SPEECH. 

The  Queen  being  seated  on  tho 
Throne,  and  the  C«>mmons  being  at  tho 
Bar,  with  tholr  Speaker,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  taking  directions  from  Her 
Majesty,  delivered  Her  Majesty's  most 
gracious  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, as  follows: — 

"  J/y  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
"My  relations  with  other  Powers 
continue  to  be  of  a  friendly  character. 

"  The  difference  which  existed, 
when  I  last  addressed  you,  between 
my  Governraent  and  that  of  Russia,  on 
tho  subject  of  the  boundaries  of  Af- 
ghanistan, has  been  satisfactorily  ad- 
justed. In  pursuance  of  a  Convention 
which  will  be  laid  before  you,  the 
English  and  Russian  Commisnoners, 
witli  the  full  concurrence  of  ray  ally, 
the  Amir  of  Afghanistan,  have  been 
engaged  in  demarcating  the  frontier  of 
that  country.  I  trust  that  their  work, 
wliicli  is  already  far  advanced,  may 
tend  to  secure  the  continuance  of  peace 
in  Central  Asia. 

"A  rising  in  Eastern  Roumclia  has 
given  expression  to  the  desire  of  the  in- 
habitants for  a  change  in  the  political 
arrangements  under  which  they  were 
placed  by  the  Treaty  of  Berlin.  My 
object,  in  llie  negotiations  which  have 
followed,  has  been  to  bring  them,  ac- 
cording to  their  Avish,  under  the  rule 
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of  the  Prince  of  Bulgaria,  while  maia- 
taioing  unimpaired  the  essential  rights 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Sultan. 

"  Under  a  Convention  which  has 
been  concluded  with  the  Ottoman  Forte, 
Commissioners  have  been  appointed  on 
behalf  of  England  and  Turkey  to  con- 
fer with  His  Highness  the  Khedive, 
and  to  report  upon  the  measures  re- 
quired for  securing  the  defence  of  Egypt 
and  the  stability  and  efficiency  of  the 
Government  in  that  country. 

"  Greatly  to  my  regret,  I  was  com- 
pelled in  the  month  of  Kovember  to 
declare  war  against  Theebaw,  the  King 
of  Ava.  Acts  of  hostility  on  his  part 
against  my  subjects  and  the  interests 
of  my  Empire  had.  since  his  accession, 
been  deliberate  and  continuous.  These 
had  necessitated  the  withdrawal  of  my 
Representative  from  his^Court ;  and  my 
demandsfor  redress  were  ^stematically 
evaded  and  disregarded.  An  attempt 
to  confiscate  the  property  of  my  sub- 
jects trading  under  agreement  in  his 
dominions,  and  a  refusal  to  settle  the 
dispute  by  arbitration,  convinced  me 
that  the  protection  of  British  life  and 
property,  and  the  cessation  of  dan- 
gerous anarchy  in  Upper  Burmah, 
could  only  be  effected  by  force  of  arms. 
The  gallantry  of  my  European  and 
Indian  forces,  under  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral  Sir  Harry  Prendergast,  rapidly 
brought  the  country  under  my  power, 
and  I  have  decided  that  the  most  cer- 
tain method  of  insuring  peace  and 
order  in  those  regions  is  to  be  found 
in  the  permanent  incorporation  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ava  with  my  Empire. 
Papers  on  this  subject  will  be  imme- 
diately laid  before  you. 

"  The  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
I  assumed  the  direct  government  of 
India  makes  it  desirable  that  the  opc- 

YOL.  coon,    [thied  sebibs.] 


■T  21,  1886]  Spteeh.  34 

ration  of  the  Statutes  by  which  that 
change  was  effected  should  be  care- 
fully investigated.  I  commend  this 
important  matter  to  your  earnest  atten- 
tion. 

"  A  protracted  negotiationrespecting 

the  rights  of  the  llepublic  of  France 
on  tho  coasts  of  Newfoundland  under 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  has  been  brought 
to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  by  an 
Agreement,  which  will  be  laid  before 
you  and  before  the  Legislature  of  New- 
foundland as  soon  as  it  assembles.  An 
Agreement  has  also  been  made  with 
Spain,  securing  to  this  country  all 
commercial  rights  granted  to  Germany 
in  the  Caroline  Islands. 

"  Your  consent  will  be  asked  to 
legislative  measures  rendered  neces- 
sary by  a  Convention  on  the  subject  of 
International  Oopj  right  to  which  I 
have  agreed. 

"  0entlemen  of  the  ffouse  of  Com-' 
mon«, 

"  The  Estimates  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  ensuing  year,  which  have  been 
framed  with  a  dae  regard  to  efficiency 
and  economy,  will  be  submitted  to  you. 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  regret  to  say  that  no  material 
improvement  can  be  noted  in  the  con- 
dition of  trade  or  agriculture.  I  feel 
the  deepest  sympathy  for  the  great 
number  of  persons,  in  many  voca- 
tions of  life,  who  are  sufifering  under 
a  pressure,  which  I  trust  will  prove  to 
be  transient. 

"  I  have  seen  with  deep  sorrow  the 
renewal,  since  I  last  addressed  you,  of 
the  attempt  to  excite  the  people  of  Ire- 
land to  hostility  against  tho  Legislative 
Union  between  that  country  and  Great 
Britain.  I  am  resolutely  opposed  to 
any  disturbance  of  that  fundamental 
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law,  and  in  resisting  it  I  am  convinced 
that  I  shall  be  heartily  supported  by 
my  Parliament  and  my  people. 

"  The  social  no  less  than  the  mate- 
rial condition  of  that  country  engages 
my  anxious  attention.  Although  there 
has  been  during  the  last  year  no 
marked  increase  of  serious  crime,  there 
is  in  many  places  a  concerted  resistance 
to  the  enforcement  of  legal  obligations ; 
and  I  regret  that  the  practice  of  or- 
ganized intimidation  continues  to  exist. 
I  have  caused  every  exertion  to  be 
used  for  the  detection  and  punishment 
of  these  crimes :  and  no  effort  will  be 
spared  on  the  part  of  my  Government 
to  protect  my  Irish  subjects  in  the 
exercise  of  their  legal  rights  and  the 
enjoyment  of  individual  liberty.  If, 
as  my  information  leads  me  to  appre- 
hend, the  existing  provisions  of  the 
law  should  prove  to  be  inadequate  to 
cope  with  these  growing  evils,  I  look 
with  confidence  to  your  willingness  to 
invest  my  Government  with  all  neces- 
sary powers. 

"  Bills  will  be  submitted  to  you  for 
transferring  to  representative  Councils 
in  the  counties  of  Great  Britain  local 
business  which  w  now  transacted  by  the 
Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  and  other 
authorities.  A  measure  for  the  reform 
of  county  government  in  Ireland  is  also 
in  preparation.  These  measures  will 
involve  the  consideration  of  the  present 
incidence  of  local  burdens. 

"  A  Bill  for  facilitating  the  sale  of 
glebe  lands,  in  a  manner  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  rural  population,  will  also 
be  submitted  to  you ;  as  also  Bills  for 
removing  the  difficulties  which  prevent 
the  easy  and  cheap  transfer  of  land  J 
for  mitigating  the  distressed  condition 
of  the  poorer  classes  in  the  Western 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland; 
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for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
accidents  in  mines ;  for  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Bailway  Commission  in 
respect  to  the  regulation  of  rates ;  and 
for  the  codification  of  the  criminal  law. 

"  I  irvist  that  results  beneficial  to 
the  cause  of  education  may  issue  from 
a  Koyal  CommisBion,  which  I  have 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  working 
of  the  Education  Acts. 

"  The  prompt  and  effective  dispatch 
of  the  important  business  which,  in 
an  ever-growing  proportion,  falls  to 
you  to  transact,  will,  I  doubt  not, 
occupy  your  attention. 

"  In  these  and  in  all  other  matters 
pertaining  to  your  high  functions,  I 
earnestly  commend  you  to  the  keeping 
and  guidance  of  Almighty  QoA." 

Then  Her  Majesty  retired. 

House  a^oumed  during  pleasure. 

House  resumed. 

Several  Lords—Took  the  Oath. 

NEW  PEER. 

Joha  Henry  Lord  Fermanagh — "Was 
(in  the  usual  manner)  introduced  by 
virtue  of  a  Patent  dated  the  thirteenth 
day  of  January  1 87G,  his  father,  the  first 
Baron  (Earl  of  Erne  in  the  Peerage  of 
Ireland,  a  representative  Peer  for  Ire- 
land), who  was  created  by  such  Patent, 
never  having  taken  bis  seat  as  Lord 
Fermanagh. 

SELECT  VESTRIES. 
Bill,  proformd,  read  1'. 

THE  QUEEN'S  SPEECH. 
ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

The  Queem's  Speech  reported  by  The 
LoED  Ohancellob. 

The  Dukb  of  ABERCORN  (who  wore 
the  UQiform  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Donegal)  said :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  pro- 
pose that  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  Her  Majesty  in  reply  to  the 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and 
ila  doing  this  I  have  to  crave  that  indnl- 
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genee  £com  your  Lordahim  whidi  is 
alvays  aooorded  to  one  tuo  addresses 
your  LordshipB  for  the  first  time. 

I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  congratnlate 
Parliament  that  Her  Majesty  nag  con- 
descended to  open  it  in  person.  The 
present  Parliament  opens  with  grave  re- 
sponsibilities npon  those  who  have  the 
administration  of  affairs  in  their  hands. 
Qaestions  of  vital  moment  andimportance 
affecting  the  safety  of  the  Empire  will 
have  to  bo  discussed,  and  the  country 
will  carefully  scrutinize  them ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  treated  by  a 
Parliament  elected  for  the  first  time 
under  household  suffrage  will  be 
earnestly  watched.  There  will  no  doubt 
be  many  difi&cultiee  to  contend  against ; 
but  I  fee!  confident  that  the  abilities  of 
the  noble  Marquess  and  the  Prime 
Minister,  assisted  by  his  OoUeagues  in 
the  Cabinet,  will  be  able  to  carry  them 
through  all  the  difficulties  that  surround 
them. 

The  country  is  to  bo  congratulated  on 
the  friendly  character  of  its  relations 
with  Foreign  Powers,  and  I  trust  it  will 
not  be  considered  presumptuous  in  me  if 
I  say  that  much  of  that  tranquillity  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  sagacity  and  states- 
manlike qualities  of  the  noble  Marquess 
at  the  bead  of  the  Government.  The 
complications  that  lately  existed  between 
England  and  Bussia  with  regard  to  the 
delimitation  of  the  Afghan  Frontier,  and 
vhicfa  some  time  since  threatened  to  be 
of  a  serious  character,  are  now  about  to 
be  satisfactorily  arranged,  and  the  terms 
oi  the  Oonvention  on  this  very  important 
subject  will  shortly  be  hud  before  your 
Loniships.  Dangers  in  regard  to  this 
matter  at  one  time  were  imminent ;  but 
owing  to  the  ability  shown  by  the 
Boundary  Commissioners  on  both  sides 
all  fears  on  this  ground  have  passed 
away.  The  rising  in  Eastern  Boumelia 
having  subsided,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  present  cessation  of  hostilities  may 
result  in  a  lasting  peace,  and  it  is  also 
to  be  desired  that  the  minor  States  in 
the  East  of  Europe  will  not  in  any  way 
endeavour  to  re-Kindle  a  flame  that  has 
already  been  the  cause  of  so  great  a 
saerifioe  of  life  and  limb.  Everyone 
must  regret  a  var,  however  small  it  may 
but  the  success  of  the  small  war  that 
Her  Majesty  has  lately  been  compelled 
to  wage  against  the  King  of  Ava  cannot 
bo  dmied  by  anybody ;  and  the  success 

that  mr  mnst  in  a  great  manner  be 


attributed  to  the  prompt  measures  of  the 
talented  Viceroy  of  India  supported  by 
a  united  Cabinet  at  home,  and  to  the 
energetic  action  of  the  Commander,  Sir 
Harry  Prendergast,  who,  with  the  small 
army  under  his  command,  so  ably  carried 
out  his  instructions.  The  incorporation 
of  the  Kingdom  o£  Ava  with  Her  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  and  the  consequent 
opening  up  of  the  country  will  give 
general  satisfaction  to  the  many  mer- 
chants and  traders,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  who  are  trading  with  the  distant 
parts  of  the  Empire. 

But  when  we  turn  from  the  peaceful 
aspect  of  affairs  abroad  and  cast  our 
eyes  nearer  home  we  find  a  cloud  of 
gloom  hanging  over  a  part  of  this 
Kingdom.  I  refer  to  Ireland.  During 
the  short  time  Her  Majesty's  present 
Government  have  been  in  Office  the  noble 
Earl  the  Viceroy  of  Ireland  (the  Earl  of 
Carnarvon)  has  endeavoured  to  rule  that 
country  in  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  im- 
partiality, and  I  feel  certain  that  many 
noble  Lords  in  the  House  will  regret  the 
cause  that  has  deprived  Ireland  of  the 
service  of  a  Nobleman  of  such  acknow- 
ledged learning,  intellectual  ability,  and 
unvarying  sympathy  and  courtesy.  But 
those  to  whom  the  hand  of  conciliation 
has  been  extended  have  not  responded. 
Those  who  might  have  been  Mends 
have  declared  themselves  foes.  Her  Ma- 
jesty, in  Her  Gracious  Speech,  has  men- 
tioned three  points.  She  has  alluded,  in 
the  first  place,  to  the  absolute  necessity 
of  the  Union  betwcffli  Ireland  and  Eng- 
land. Secondly,  she  has  alluded  to  the 
concerted  resistance  to  legal  obligations, 
and  thirdly  to  the  reinforcement  of  those 
obligations,  if  necessary,  by  additional 
powers.  Her  Majesty  has  in  Her 
Gracious  Speech  espressed  her  deter- 
mination to  maintain  the  Legislative 
Union  between  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain,  and  that  resolute  sentiment  will 
be  received  with  joy  throughout  the 
land,  especially  by  the  Loyalists  in  Ire- 
land, and  it  will  give  confidence  and 
courage  to  them,  and  to  those  who  are 
about  to  join  in  the  coming  struggle. 
There  is  no  uncertainty  in  those  tunes, 
and  I  feel  sure  that  tho  trust  expressed 
by  Her  Majesty  in  her  people  to  aid  her 
ia  the  present  emergen^  will  bo  recipro- 
cated far  and  wide  by  them  all.  'Ihe 
country  will  rejoice  to  hear  of  the  fixed 
determination  of  Her  Majesty  no  longer 
to  submit  to  a  state  of  aaordiy  and  re- 
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Tolt  against  the  lav,  and  to  the  orueltj 
and  perseoution  praotiaed  in  many  parts 
of  Ireland.  I  regret  to  say  that  capital  is 
no  l(m^r  being  inTested  in  that  conntrjr, 
trade  is  at  a  staadstUI,  property  is  with- 
out security,  and  in  some  parts  of  Ire- 
land even  life  is  insecure,  and  the  coun- 
try is  gradually  sinking  into  ruin.  Her 
Majesty  adds  that  although  there  has 
been  during  the  past  year  no  marked 
increase  of  serious  crime,  there  is  in 
many  places  a  concerted  resistance  to 
the  enforcement  of  legal  obligations. 
The  first  part  of  this  statement,  my 
Lords,  is  satiBfactoiy ;  but  the  latter 
part  shows  that  the  spirit  of  lawlessness 
and  intimidation  pervades  the  oountry. 
The  unwritten  law  of  the  National 
League  is  often  stronger  than  the  law 
of  the  land.  No  one  living  out  of  Ire- 
land can  adequately  realize  the  power 
and  tyranny  of  the  National  League. 
New  branches  are  being  formed  in  all 
directions,  and  having  originated  in  the 
South  have  now  penetrated  into  Ulster. 
Like  an  octopus  with  its  large  out- 
spreading arms,  it  is  drawing  everything 
into  its  power.  "Boycotting,"  which  is 
the  League's  machinery,  is  the  most 
cruel  system  of  persecution  that  could 
be  devised.  Bespeotable  merchants  and 
tradesmen  have  been  ruined  by  it ; 
whole  families  have  been  nearly  starved 
by  it.  I  could  mention  a  case  where  a 
National  schoolmistress  was  "Boycot- 
ted" because  her  father,  a  postmaster, 
permitted  letters  containing  writs  to  pass 
through  his  office ;  blacksmiths  have 
been  "Boycotted"  for  shoeing  the  horses 
of  "  Boycotted  "  persons.  Oommercial 
travellers  are  sometimes  "Boycotted" 
for  going  to  the  wrong  hotel.  But,  my 
Lords,  if  this  practice  of  "Boycotting 
is  cruel  to  the  living,  what  can  be  said 
of  it  when  it  is  applied  to  tho  deadP 
There  are  even  cases  in  which  the 
friends  of  a  dead  man,  who  when  alive 
had  been  "Boycotted,"  cannot  procure 
a  coffin  in  which  to  bury  him,  and 
where  the  parish  priest,  through  fear, 
has  declined  to  perform  the  burial  rites. 
There  are  many  courageous  and  brave 
men,  chiefly  Boman  Oatholios,  who  have 
resisted  and  are  still  resisting  this  out- 
rageous perseoution ;  but  by  the  igno- 
rant it  is  thought  to  be  of  no  use  resist- 
ing, since  the  Nationalist  Party  would 
be  sure  eventually  to  have  their  own 
way.  It  may  be  asked  how  it  u  that, 
in  such  a  state  of  things,  we  do  not 


hear  the  appeals  of  the  sufferers  ?  But 
to  whom  could  these  appeals  be  made? 
The  authoritim  when  applied  to  in  many 
oases  reply  that  they  have  no  power  to 
interfere,  as  no  breach  of  the  lav  has 
taken  place.  If  they  write  to  the  local 
Press  of  Ireland  their  appeals  do  not 
extend  beyond  the  shores  of  that  coun- 
try. If  they  could  appeal  to  the  people 
of  England,  who  are  always  sensible  to 
injustice  and  to  the  wrongs  of  othors, 
their  appeal  would,  I  feel  sure,  not  be  in 
vain.  Her  Majesty  further  declares 
that  no  effort  will  be  spared  on  the  part 
of  hor  Government  to  protect  her  sub- 
jects in  the  enjoyment  of  their  l^al 
rights,  and  that  if  the  existing  pro- 
visions are  not  sufficient,  further  ne- 
cessary powers  will  be  applied  for. 
I  assume,  thoagh  with  much  regret, 
that  these  powers  will  be  neceesary; 
and  if  enforced,  many  a  man  nov  a 
slave  under  the  laws  of  the  National 
League  will  become  f^ee  under  the  law 
of  the  land.  It  is  manifest  that, 
although  the  extended  franchise  has 
conferred  privileges  and  benefits  upon 
tens  of  thousands  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, it  cannot  be  said  to  have  conferred 
unmixed  benefit  upon  the  country  at 
large ;  for  it  has  given  unlimited  power 
to  a  large  section  of  the  people  in  Ire- 
land who  are  hostile  to  the  connection 
between  the  two  countries.  This  Oon- 
stitutional  power,  however,  when  sup- 
ported by  unconstitutional  agencies,  will 
have  to  be  dealt  with. 

If  not  wearying  your  LordsIupB,  I 
should  like  to  refer  to  the  paramount 
importance  of  that  portion  ox  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gracious  Speech  which  alludes 
to  the  TTnion  between  England  and  Ire- 
land. For  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  Empire  a  doubtful  voice  has  been 
raised  by  a  responsible  statesman  as  to 
the  advisability  of  maintaining  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire.  Far  better  would 
it  have  been  if  that  voice  had  never 
been  raised,  for  it  has  only  been  re- 
echoed back  in  dismay  aud  distrust  by 
those  whom  it  intended  to  persuade.  In 
the  history  of  a  nation  there  ere  periods 
when  a  momentous  question  has  to  be 
considered ;  when  the  circumstances  are 
such  as  call  for  a  decision ;  and  when 
upon  that  decision  depends  whether  that 
nation  is  to  surviTe  in  andlminisbed 

S9w«r  or  sink  in  disastev  and  di^race. 
uoh  a  time  has  now,  I  think,  arrived, 
and  Buoh  a  queBti<m  is  now  before  the 
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people  of  Great  Britain.  The  question 
of  the  dismembeTment  of  the  £mpire 
has  been  cUacussed  by  many  horn  the 
point  of  view  of  fiaglisli  advantage 
alone,  and  by  others  from  the  point  of 
Tiew  of  the  advantage  of  Ireland ;  but 
small  weight  bos  been  given  to  tho 
claims  of  the  loyal  mioority  in  that 
country.  Have  tlio  people  of  ScotLind, 
who  follow  with  affection  their  iith  tind 
kin  to  every  distant  quarter  of  tho 
globe,  realized  the  fact  that  within  20 
or  30  miles  of  their  own  shore  there  is  a 
loyal  population — Irishmen,  no  doubt, 
but  of  Ecottiah  descent — ono  with  them 
in  language,  in  customs,  and  in  religion 
—  a  population  vhich  at  the  present 
moment  is  in  serious  peril,  struggling 
for  its  very  ozistence  against  those  who 
regard  them  as  enemies  and  aliens? 
Moreover,  have  the  people  of  England 
realized  that  a  largo  portion  of  the 
population  of  Ireland  wnidi  is  of  their 
own  race  and  creed  has,  through  good 
and  evil  report,  alike  in  weal  and  woe, 
for  more  than  two  centuries  maintained 
their  loyalty  to  England,  has  been  a 
connecting  link  between  England  and 
Ireland,  and  has,  no  doubt,  largely  con- 
tributed to  the  well-being  of  both  coun- 
tries? There  is  again,  in  Ireland,  a 
considerable  Roman  Catholic  element, 
who  have  always  clung  to  the  Union  as 
their  only  protection  against  the  never- 
ending  experiments  of  schemers  and 
dreamers  who  in  many  ways  endea- 
voured to  upset  the  existing  state  of 
things.  To  sacrifice  them  would  be 
even  more  disgraceful.  I  do  not  believe 
that  we  are  doomed  to  witness  such  an 
act  of  treachery.  Is  Scotland,  is  Eng- 
land, prepared  to  abandon  to  the  faction 
of  treason  and  disloyalty  those  who  so 
loyally  and  bo  devotedly  have  clung  to 
them  for  so  many  years — those  who  for 
so  long  have  been  their  staunchest 
friends  and  allies  ?  I  believe  that  such 
a  thing  is  not  possible.  Such  a  proceed- 
ing would  bo  contrary  to  all  the  tradi- 
tions of  British  statesmanship,  would 
shatter  confidence  in  British  honour,  and 
would  ultimately  lead  to  the  ignomioious 
fall  of  the  greatest  Empire  the  world  has 
ever  seen.  It  would,  indeed,  be  a  dan- 
gerous thing  to  allow  the  formation  of 
a  hostile  Government  at  England's  very 
ioor;  but  it  woiUd  be  still  more  dan- 

Erotts  to  show  to  the  world  that  Ene- 
id  haa  betrayed  her  Btaunbheetfriende, 
who  pnt  thnr  ccmfidenoe  in  her  in  vain. 


Gracious  Slpeeeh.  4i 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  British  states- 
man,  whether  he  bo  Conservative,  Libe- 
ral,  or  Radical,,  whether  he  holds  tho 
institutions  and  obligations  of  the  past 
in  high  repute  or  low  repute,  would  bo 
tempted  to  sanction  the  dismemberment 
of  the  Empire  for  the  sake  of  Party  exi- 
gencies. Wore  he  to  do  so,  he  would  no 
longer  deserve  to  be  cliissed  as  a  states- 
man or  a  leader  of  the  people  of  this 
great  country.  Having  tho  privilege  of 
living  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  at 
present  there  is  peace  and  quietude,  I 
sympathize  with  those  in  the  South, 
though  unable  to  help  them  without  the 
authority  and  support  of  the  law.  Hor 
Majesty  has  plainly  indicated  the  course 
that  will  be  pursued.  The  Loyalists  will 
be  supported,  and  those  who  are  weak 
and  troddon  down  by  others.  Lawless- 
ness and  intimidation  will  not  be  allowed 
to  reign  supreme.  The  issue  must  soon 
be  decided,  and  the  British  nation  must 
be  at  once  awakened  to  the  danger  that 
threatens  it.  Then  it  will  be  seen  whe- 
ther England  and  Scotland  are  true  to 
the  past  or  false  to  the  future.  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  move  this  humble  Ad- 
dress in  reply  to  Her  Majesty's  Gracious 
Speech  &om  the  Thnme. 

Most  Giucious  Soveheion, 

"  Wb,  Yoot  Majesty's  moat  datiful  and  loyal 
sulijecta,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tompotal,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our 
humble  thanks  to  Your  Mi^eaty  for  the  gracious 
Speech  which  Yonr  Uajeaty  has  atldresiod  to 
both  Honiea  of  Parliament. 

""We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  iu- 
foruuBg  us  that  Your  Majesty's  lelationB  with 
other  Powers  continue  to  be  of  a  biendly 
character. 

*'  "We  thank  Tour  Majesty  for  inforaing  us 
that  tho  differeuce  which  existed,  when  Your 
Majesty  last  addressed  us,  between  Your  Ma- 
jesty's Government  and  that  of  Russia,  on  tho 
subject  of  tho  boundaries  of  Afghanistan,  has 
been  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  Convention  which  will  be  laid 
heforo  ns,  tiie  English  and  Ruguan  Commis- 
sioners, with  tho  full  concurrence  of  Tour  Ma- 
jesty's ally,  the  Amir  of  Afghanistan,  havoboen 
engaged  in  demarcating  the  frontier  of  that 
country.  We  learn  with  aatiafacWon  that  Your 
Majesty  truata  that  their  work  may  tend  to 
secure  the  continuance  of  peace  in  Central  Asia. 

"'We  humbly  thank  Tour  Majesty  for  in- 
forming i»  that  a  xinng  in  Sastwn  Botunelia 
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hu  g^ven  oxptesnon  to  the  dorire  of  the  in- 
halHtantB  for  a  chango  io  the  political  arrange- 
xnente  under  which  they  vere  placed  by  the 
Treaty  of  Berlio,  and  that  Your  ^tlajcety's 
object,  in  the  oegotiations  which  have  followed, 
has  been  to  bring  thorn,  according  to  their 
wish,  nnder  the  rule  of  tho  Prince  of  Bulgaria, 
while  maintaining  unimpaired  the  cBsential 
rights  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Saltan. 

"  Wo  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  under  a  Convention  concluded  with  the 
Ottoman  Forte,  Commissioners  have  been 
appointed  on  behalf  of  England  and  Turkey 
to  confer  with  Ills  Uigbness  the  Khedive,  and 
to  report  upon  the  measares  required  for  secur- 
ing the  defence  of  Egypt  and  tho  stability  and 
eflSciency  of  the  government  in  that  country. 
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"We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
forming us  that,  greatly  to  your  regret,  Your 
Majesty  was  compelled,  in  the  montii  of  Norom- 
bor,  to  declare  war  against  Theebaw,  the  King 
of  Ava;  that  acts  oi  hostility  on  his  part 
against  your  Bubjccts  and  the  interests  of  your 
Empire  had,  since  his  accession,  been  deliberate 
and  cootiouons  ;  that  these  had  necessitated  tho 
withdrawal  of  your  Eoproaentative  from  his 
Court ;  and  that  your  demands  for  redress  were 
syBtematically  evaded  and  disregarded.  We 
thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us  that  an 
attempt  to  confiscate  the  property  of  your  sub- 
jects trading  under  agreement  in  his  dominions, 
and  a  refusal  to  settle  tho  dispute  by  arbitra- 
tion, convinced  Your  Majesty  that  the  protec- 
tion of  British  life  and  property,  and  the  cessa- 
tion of  dangerous  anarchy  in  Upper  Bormahi 
could  only  be  effected  by  forco  of  arms.  We 
learn  with  satisfaction  that  tho  gallantry  of 
Your  Majesty's  European  and  Indian  forces, 
under  Lieutenant-Goneral  Sir  Harry  Prcndcr- 
gast,  rapidly  brought  tho  country  under  your 
power,  and  we  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for 
informing  us  that  Your  Majesty  has  decided  that 
the  most  certain  method  of  insuring  peace  and 
order  in  those  regions  is  to  be  found  in  the 
permanent  incorporation  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Ava  with  your  Empire. 

"We  thanb  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  Your 
M^esty  assumed  the  direct  government  of  India 
makes  it  desirable  that  the  operation  of  the 
Statutes  by  which  that  change  was  effected 
should  be  carefully  investigaiod,  and  for  com- 
mending this  important  matter  to  our  earnest 
attsntioiL 

"  We  lecum  with  satisfaction  that  a  protracted 
n^otiation  respecting  the  rights  of  the  Re- 
public of  France  on  the  ooaitt  of  li^ewCunndlaiid 


undra  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  has  been  brought 
to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  by  an  Agreement 
which  will  be  laid  before  us,  and  before  the 
Legislature  of  Newfoundland  as  soon  as  it 
assembles ;  and  that  an  Agreement  has  also 
boon  mado  with  Spain,  securing  to  this  country 
all  commercial  rights  granted  to  Germany  in  tho 
Caroline  Islands. 

"  Wo  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
forming US  that  our  consent  will  bo  asked  to 
legislative  measures  rendered  necessary  by  a 
Convention  on  the  subject  of  International 
Copyright  to  which  Your  Majesty  has  agreed. 


"  We  learn  with  regret  that  no  material  im- 
provement can  be  noted  in  tho  condition  of  trade 
or  agriculture,  and  we  thank  Your  Majesty  for 
infoimiog  us  that  Your  Majesty  feels  tho 
deepest  sympathy  for  the  great  number  of  per- 
sons, in  many  vocations  of  lite,  who  are  Buffer- 
ing under  a  prossare,  which  Your  Majesty  trusts 
will  prove  to  be  transient. 

"  Wo  humbly  thank  Your  IVfajesty  for  in- 
formnig  us  that  Your  Majesty  has  seen  with 
deep  sorrow  the  renewal,  since  Your  Majesty 
last  addressed  us,  of  tho  attempt  to  excite  tho 
people  of  Ireland  to  hostility  against  the  Iiegis- 
lativo  Union  between  that  country  and  Great 
Britain;  that  Your  Majesty  is  resolutely 
opposed  to  any  disturbance  of  that  fundamental 
law,  and  that,  in  resisting  it,  Your  Majesty  is 
convinced  that  Your  Majesty  will  be  heartily 
supported  by  your  Parliament  and  your  people. 

"  We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  the  social  no  loss  than  tho  materail  condi- 
tion of  that  country  engages  your  anxious  atten- 
tion ;  that  although  there  has  been  during  the 
last  year  no  maiked  increase  of  scrions  crime, 
there  is  in  many  places  a  concerted  resistance  to 
the  enforcement  of  legal  obligations;  and  that 
Your  Majesty  regrets  that  tho  practice  of 
organized  intimidation  c<Hitinues  to  exist.  We 
humbly  thank  Yonr  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  Your  Majesty  has  caused  every  exertion  io 
be  used  for  the  detection  and  punishment  of 
these  crimes ;  that  no  effort  will  be  spared  on  tho 
part  of  your  Government  to  protect  your  Irieh 
subjects  in  the  exercise  of  their  legal  rights  and 
tho  enjoyment  of  individual  liberty ;  and  that 
if,  as  your  information  leads  Your  Majesty  to 
apprehend,  the  existing  provisions  of  the  lav 
should  prove  to  be  inadequate  to  cope  with  theaa 
growing  evil^  Your  Majesty  looks  with  confi- 
dence to  our^willingness  to  invest  yonr  Govern- 
ment with  all  necessary  powers. 

Wo  join  with  Your  Majesty  in  trusting  that 
resolts  beneficial  to  tho  cause  <^  education  m»j 
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iBsae  from  a  Bo^'ol  Commia^on  which  Your 
Majefity  has  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Tork- 
iiig  of  the  Education  Acta. 

"  Wo  hnmbly  assure  your  Slajesty  that  our 
careful  coasidoration  shall  be  given  to  the  Bub- 
jects  which  Tonr  Majesty  has  recommended  to 
our  attention,  and  to  the  measures  which  may 
be  robmittfld  to  as ;  and  wo  earnestly  trust  that, 
with  regard  to  these  and  all  other  matters  per- 
tfdning  to  our  functions,  Iho  keeping  and 
guidance  of  Almighty  God  may  he  vouchsafed 

to  OS." 

Tub  Earl  of  SOABBEOUGH  (who 
was  attired  in  a  Yeomanry  uaiforrn) 
said :  My  Lords,  I  beg  to  second  the 
Motion  of  the  noble  Duke,  and  in  the 
few  remarks  I  hare  to  mako  I  must  ask 
your  Lordships  to  extend  to  me  tlio  in- 
dulgence usually  granted  to  one  in  my 
position  addressing  your  Lordships' 
House  for  tho  first  time.  In  the  first 
place,  I  humbly  beg  to  give  ezproasion 
to  the  Tcry  great  satisfaction  vbidi  I 
feel,  and  which  I  am  convinced  is  felt 
not  merely  by  every  Member  of  the 
Home,  but  throughout  the  whole  county, 
at  the  presence  of  Her  Majesty  at  the 
ceremonial  of  to-day;  and  I  venture  to 
hope  that  on  furthor  occasions  of  the 
same  nature  Hor  Majesty  may  be  en- 
abled and  may  see  fit  to  afford  similar 
cause  for  congratulation,  and  to  receive 
fresh  proof  of  the  feehnga  of  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  tho  Crown  which  are  bo 
deeply  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  Hor  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  which  always  find 
ready  expression  on  the  appearance  of 
Her  Majesty  in  person  among  her 
people. 

Your  Lordships  will  agree  that  tho 
Speech  from  the  Throne  brings  to  the 
notice  of  Parliament  questions  of  the 
utmost  gravity  and  importauce — ques- 
tions the  treatment  and  discussion  of 
which  I  may  say  without  exaggeration 
will  be  looked  forward  to  by  tho  whole 
country  with  tho  utmost  anxiety;  and 
this  being  the  case,  I  think  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  plain  and  bold  statement  of  the 
general  line  ot  policy  they  intend  to 
pursue.  By  so  clearly  foreshadowing 
Iheir  intentione,  they  enable  the  country 
the  more  readUy  and  easily  to  compre- 
hend the  course  they  propose  to  take, 
and  thus  allay  to  a  great  extent  all  feel- 
ings of  uncertainty  which  may  have 
existed,  and  at  the  same  time  tend  to 
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increase  public  confidence  in  their  ad- 
ministration of  affairs. 

In  reference  to  foreign  affairs  in  Hor 
Majesty's  Speech,  I  cannot  help  noticing 
that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  have  one 
great  advantage  over  the  late  Govern- 
ment in  this  respect.  They  can  come 
and  meet  Parliament  with,  bo  to  speak, 
a  clean  bill  of  health  in  respect  to  their 
management  of  affairs  abroad.  They 
have  had  dangers  to  encounter,  and 
difficulties  to  avoid ;  but  they  have  no 
long  tale  ot  disaster  and  defeat  to  ac- 
count for— no  disappointments  resulting 
from  an  unfortunate  foreign  policy  to 
explain  away.  In  proof  of  this,  your 
Lordships  will  observe  the  satisfactory 
reference  to  foreign  affairs  made  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  the  wel- 
come statement  that  the  relations  of 
this  country  with  Foreign  Powers  con- 
tinue to  be  of  a  friendly  character. 

In  respect  to  the  definition  of  the 
Afghan  Frontier,  it  seems  to  me,  my 
Lords,  that  the  grave  cause  for  anxiety 
which  existed  last  summer  in  reference 
to  this  question  has  entirely  disappeared ; 
and  I  look  upon  the  statement  ttiat  the 
settlement  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
country  are  very  far  advanced  towards 
completion  as  an  assurance  of  the 
continuance  of  the  peace  in  Central 
Asia. 

In  Eastern  Europe  Her  Majesty's 
Govemmont,  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  Great  Powers,  have  been  success- 
ful in  their  endeavour  to  localize  the 
disturbances  which  have  broken  out, 
and  which  were  the  outcome  of  a  rising 
in  Eastern  Boumelia  owing  to  the  wish 
of  the  inhabitants  to  come  under  the 
rule  of  the  Prince  of  Bulgaria.  In  con- 
nection with  that  question,  I  must  say 
I  think  that,  in  coming  to  an  agreement 
with  Prince  Alexander,  the  Porte  is 
pursuing  a  very  wise  policy,  for  thereby 
the  Sultan  not  only  gains  a  very  useful 
Ally,  but  there  seems  to  be  every  reason 
to  hope  that  it  will  have  the  effect  of 
inducing  the  Government  of  Greece  and 
tiervia  to  withdraw  from  the  somewhat 
adventurous  policy  they  have  hitherto 
adopted. 

The  Convention  which  has  been  con- 
cluded between  this  country  and  the 
Porte  in  reference  to  Egypt  is,  I  think, 
of  mord  importance  than  at  first  sight 
appears ;  for  it  not  only  empowers  Her 
Majesty's  CKtvemment   to  assist  the 
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Khedive  in  the  establishment  of  a  Go- 
Ternment  on  a  firm  and  eatisfaotory 
basis,  but  by  obtaining  the  direct  au- 
thority of  the  Sultan  it  appears  to  me 

to  very  materially  lessen  the  difficulties 
we  have  hitherto  had  to  contond  with  iu 
dealing  with  a  race  of  people  who  ere 
so  very  largely  iofluenced  by  a  religion 
different  from  our  own — the  religion  of 
which  tho  SultaD,  as  we  know,  is  ac- 
knowledged the  head.  I  hope  that  the 
severe  lesson  administered  to  the  Arabs 
in  their  advance  northwards  by  our 
own  troops  on  the  frontier  may  give  the 
Khedive's  Gt}vemment  time  and  oppor- 
tuoity  to  BO  organize  and  develop  their 
own  resources  as  will  enable  tliem  ulti- 
mately to  cope  by  tiiemselves  with  any 
dangers  that  may  threaten  them  from 
without. 

Tho  reference  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech 
to  recent  events  which  have  taken  place 
in  Burmah  gives  reason  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  that  country.  It  is  most  satis- 
factory to  note  that  the  restoration  of 
order,  and  the  gradual  settlement  of  the 
country,  is  progressing  smoothly  and 
quietly,  and  that  theloss  of  life  incurred 
by  our  troops  in  the  operations  which 
took  place  has  been  ezti^mely  small.  I 
believe  that  the  Papers  on  this  subject 
about  to  be  laid  before  the  House  will 
show  that  in  assuming  control  over  that 
country  the  Qovernment  have  only  done 
what  was  wise  and  necessary  under  the 
oircumstances,  and  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  that  one  immediate 
result  of  that  policy  will  be  a  very  large 
increase  to  our  trade  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  and  also  that  security  will  soon 
be  afforded  to  merchants  and  others  who 
iiave  dealings  io  that  and  adjoiuing 
countries — a  security  which  did  not 
exist  while  the  country  was  under 
Native  rule.  It  seems  to  me  at  the 
present  time,  when  we  hear  so  much  of 
commercial  depression,  that  the  prospect 
of  the  opening  up  of  now  trade  routes 
towards  China  and  the  consequent  de- 
velopment of  trade  in  that  direction  is 
cause  for  very  great  satisfaction. 

The  meuttou  of  trade  brings  me  to  a 
clause  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech  which 
cannot  bo  regarded  as  satisfactory — 
namely,  the  continuod  deplorable  con- 
dition of  trade  and  agriculture,  and  for 
which  it  seems  there  is  no  present 
remedy.  But  I  think,  by  at  once  insti- 
tuting an  inquiry  into  the  causes  and 
origin  of  this  depression,  the  Gh>TOTn- 
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ment  have  given  proof  of  their  anxiety 
to  grapple  with  tho  question,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, put  an  end  to  tho  present  lament- 
able state  of  affairs.  I  have  every  con* 
fidence,  my  Lords,  that  the  (jovom- 
mont  will  do  their  utmost  in  this 
direction. 

Tho  measure  which  the  Government 
intend  to  introduce  to  facilitate  the  sale 
of  globe  lands  will,  I  think,  if  passed, 
prove  a  great  boon  to  the  clergy,  for  it 
will  enable  them,  if  they  so  wish,  to  get 
rid  of  land,  which,  instead  of  being  a 
source  of  income,  has,  in  many  cases, 
become  an  encumbrance,  and  which,  by 
reason  of  their  position  as  clergymen, 
they  may  frequently  be  uuable  to  turn 
to  the  best  account.  It  will  also  en- 
courage and  give  an  opening  to  those  of 
tho  population  who  wish  to  become  pos- 
sessors of  allotments,  for  it  will  tend  to 
develop  the  system  by  throwing  land 
into  the  market  which  is,  as  a  nde, 
peculiarly  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  ask  that  further  powers 
shall  be  given  to  the  Hailway  Commis- 
sioners to  deal  with  the  present  system 
of  railway  rates.  I  hope  some  means 
may  be  found  to  reduce  the  great  ad- 
vantage which  at  present  rests  with  the 
foreigner,  and  that  in  future  the  rating 
of  goods  may  be  regulated  more  on  a 
scale  in  accordance  with  the  distance  the 
goods  have  travelled,  and  so  far  render 
the  competition  between  ourselves  and 
the  foreigner  fair  and  equal  in  this 
respect. 

The  noble  Duke  who  moved  the 
Address  has  drawn  your  Lordships*  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  critical  state  of 
affairs  in  Ireland ;  and  I  will  not,  there- 
fore, revert  further  to  that  subject,  be- 
yond merely  expressing  my  earnest 
approval  of  the  terms  in  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  expressed  their  determi- 
nation firmly  and  unfiinchingly  to  up- 
hold the  law  and  protect  life  in  that 
country ;  and  it  is  most  eatisfaclory  to 
gather,  as  I  do  from  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  that  no  amount  of 
threats  or  pressure  put  upon  them  by 
the  Separatist  Party  will  induce  the 
Government  to  alter  iu  the  slightest 
degree  their  resolution  to  set  their  faces 
resolutely  against  any  line  of  action  that 
may  tend  to  weaken  the  foundation  on 
which  the  Union  of  the  two  countries  is 
based ;  and,  further,  that  they  will  mv- 
h(dd  that  Union  at  whatever  cost.  My 
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Lordsj  I  heartily  approFe  of  that  polioy, 
and  it  is  mj  firm  belief  that  it  ezpresaes 
the  general  feeling  and  common  iiense  of 
both  «)untries. 

It  is  apparent  to  me  that  it  is  impos- 
fflble  to  forestall  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  at  all  what  courBo  events  may 
take  politically  during  the  next  icw 
months,  or  even  weeks ;  but  of  this  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt— that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  have  an  undivided 
Party  at  their  back.  They  are  not 
harassed  by  divided  oounaels.  They  in- 
tend, I  trust,  to  carry  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  affairs  so  long  as  they  may  be 
able,  and  so  long  as  they  deem  it  expe- 
dient for  the  good  of  the  country  that 
they  should  do  so.  I  therefore  think  it 
ifl  not  unreasonable  to  hope  that,  with  a 
display  of  moderation  and  forbearance 
on  all  aides,  and  an  absence  of  all  factions 
opposition,  the  Government  may  be  en- 
abled to  carry  out  its  policy,  and,  in 
spite  of  many  difficulties,  to  accomplish 
much  good  and  useful  work  during  the 
Session.  I  venture  further  to  hope  that 
this  the  first  Session  of  the  new  Parlia- 
ment, which  by  reason  of  the  great 
measure  of  Reform  recently  passed  may 
be  expected  to  express  more  accurately 
than  erer  before  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  the  country,  may  be  charac- 
terized by  a  determination  on  all  sides 
to  deal  with  the  questions  of  national 
and  vital  importance  which  will  speedily 
come  before  them  in  the  broadest  pos- 
nble  spirit,  irrespective  of  Party  con- 
siderations, and  having  for  their  one 
aim  and  object,  always  bef(Hre  them,  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  coualry 
and  the  unity  of  the  Empire.  I  beg  to 
second  the  Motion  that  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  Her  Majesty.— 
[See  paff0  42.1 

Eael  GRANVILLE :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  offer  my  congratulations  to  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite  upon  his  having 
had  the  good  fortune,  of  which  I  have 
had  my  share  during  the  past  five  years, 
to  secure  two  noble  Peers  to  do  what 
seems  an  easy,  but  which  is  really  a 
difficult  thing— namely,  to  move  and 
second  tho  Address  in  answer  to  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne.  Though,  of 
oonzae,  I  do  not  partionlarly  like  the 
eritioisinB  vhidL  they  pass  on  my  con- 
dnet  of  foreign  affairs  during  the  last 
Adomiistration,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  the  cordial  reoeption  given  to  tiieir 
•peedies  appears  to  me  to  be  folly  de- 


served. I  ontirely  agree  with  what  the 
noble  Earl  who  seconded  the  Address 
stated  as  to  the  satisfaction  which  we 
all  feel  that,  notwithstanding  the  severe 

character  of  the  weather,  Her  Majesty 
was  able  to  open  the  new  Parliament  in 
person.  I  believe  it  was  a  most  auspi- 
cious moment  for  Her  Majesty 'to  do  so 
after  the  great  Reform  Bill  joined  in  by 
both  political  Parties,  which  has  ex- 
tended, and  I  believe  strengthened,  the 
bases  of  our  representative  institutions. 
I  own  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  that  in 
Her  Majesty's  Gracious  Speech  thero  is 
no  allusion  to  the  return  by  greatly  en- 
larged constituencies  of  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  My  Ltnds,  short 
as  the  Recess  was,  grave  events  hare 
occurred  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  befbre 
I  refer  to  them  I  am  sure  yonr  Lord- 
ships will  allow  me  to  express  my  sor- 
row at  the  numerous  losses  whic^  this 
House  itself  has  sustained.  I  remem- 
ber no  time  so  short  when  the  losses 
have  been  bo  numerous.  It  is  impossible 
that  a  great  Assembly  like  this  should 
not  feel  the  void  created  by  the  death  of 
three  public  men  of  such  high  character 
as  the  Buko  of  Somerset,  the  Duke  of 
Aberoom,  and  Lord  Halifax;  of  an 
eminent  and  successful  philanthropist, 
such  as  Lord  Shaftesbury;  of  such  a 
popular  man  of  letters  as  Ijord  Hough- 
ton, and  of  such  distinguished  Pre- 
lates as  those  who  have  passed  away 
from  us,  and  also  of  two  brothers,  one  a 
most  brilliant  8oldier(Lord  Strathnaim), 
and  the  other  a  valued  and  esteemed 
servant  of  this  House  (Sir  William 
Rose).  It  may  be  convenient  that  I 
should  repeat  the  statement  which,  as 
long  as  I  can  remember,  ^has  been  made 
by  the  occupant  of  the  seat  from  which 
I  have  risen — namely,  that  I  have  no 
intention  of  moving  any  Amendment  on 
this  occasion,  and  I  ^ink  your  Lord- 
ships will  dispense  with  my  giving  the 
obvious  reasons  which  have  been  so 
often  given  why  I  should  not  take  that 
course.  I  Eometimes  felt  that  it  was  an 
act  of  some  self-restraint  on  the  part  of 
the  noble  Marquess  (the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury)  to  follow  that  custom;  but  I 
own  that  I  feel  it  a  great  relief  to  be 
able  to  avail  myself  of  it  when  I  regard 
the  immense  majority  arrayed  against 
me.  But  even  with  this  majority  the 
noble  Marquess  does  not  seem  to  be 
perfectly  satisfied,  for  he  has  added  to 
It  an  arerage  of  one  Peer  and  a  third 
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per  month  ;  and  if  he  remains  in  OfTice 
the  10  years  which  he  onco  ictimatcd, 
we  shall  hare  160  excellent  new  CoDser- 
valive  Peers  to  help  us  in  our  work. 
I  do  not  intend  to  delay  your  Lordships. 
As  to  the  depression  in  trade  and  nf^ri- 
culture,  I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything 
against  the  statement  in  tho  Iloyal 
Speech.  It  does  not  romovo  tho  melan- 
choly fact  that  this  depression  eecms 
common  to  all  countries  in  the  world. 
I  read  at  tho  end  of  last  Session  a  rather 
sanguine  letter  from  thonoblo  Sfarquess 
— which  he  had  directed  to  be  written — 
ia  which  he  assured  his  correspondent 
that  there  was  every  prospect  under  a 
Oonserrattve  Government  that  there 
would  be  a  return  of  commercial  pro- 
sperity before  tho  end  of  the  year.  [The 
Marquess  of  Sausbury  dissented.]  The 
noble  Marquess  shakes  his  head,  and  I 
think  it  is  very  possible  indeed  tliat  he 
did  not  write  the  letter  himself,  but  one 
of  his  numerous  Private  Secretaries. 
With  regard  to  the  measures  promised 
in  the  Speech,  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  refer  to  their  objects  in  detail. 
The  value  of  these  objects  will  entirely 
depend  upon  the  way  in  which  they  are 
treated  in  the  Bills,  and  we  cannot 
judge  of  their  merits  until  the  measures 
are  actually  before  us.  I  am  anxious  to 
refer  to  the  numerous  and  lengthy  para- 
graphs with  regard  to  foreign  affairs.  I 
nave  seen  what  looks  like  a  Foreign 
Office  eommuniqvi  in  The  Times  of  this 
morning.  I  am  Eorry  I  have  not  bad 
time  to  read  it ;  but  if  I  had,  perhaps  it 
would  have  prevented  me  committing 
Boms  blunders  in  staling  my  views. 
There  is  one  omission  which  I  ex- 
pected. It  was  rumoured  the  other 
day  that  Samoa  had  been  annexed  by 
the  Gorman  Government.  We  all  know 
tho  interest  which  Germany  has  in  that 
island  ;  but  I  felt  sure  when  I  saw 
the  statement  that  it  wtis  not  a  fact,  or 
that  it  had  been  done  by  an  individual 
officer,  and  would  be  disowned  by 
tho  German  Chancellor.  I  am  glad  to 
learn  that  tbat  is  tho  case.  The  next 
point  on  which  I  wish  to  congratulate 
the  noble  Afarquess  is  the  arrangement 
betwoon  England,  Germany,  and  Spain 
with  regard  to  tho  Caroline  Islands;  I 
consider  that  a  good,  satisfactory,  and 
sensible  arrangement.   I  must  alsQ  con- 

fratulate  him  as  to  the  arrangement  with 
ranee  on  the  subject  of  the  Newfound- 
land fisheries.   I  felt  sore  Uiat  a  proper 
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settlement  would  be  arrived  at  under 
Sir  Clare  Ford  and  Mr.  Ponnell  Ford, 
who  have  for  nearly  three  years  con- 
ducted the  negotiations  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  other  question  relates  to  Bur- 
mah.  The  refcronco  in  tho  lioyal  Speech 
to  Burmah  is  the  longest  and  most  argu- 
mentative x>aragraph  I  have  ever  seen 
in  a  Speech,  from  the  Throne.  T  do  not 
know  whether  it  indicates  that  there  are 
any  doubts  in  the  mind  of  the  noble 
Marquess  as  to  what  has  been  done. 
There  wore  good  reasons  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  have  boon  precipi- 
tate ;  but  the  fact  that  the  act  was  carried 
out  by  Lord  Dufferin  strengthens  the 
Government  very  much  in  the  course 
they  have  takou.  Nothwithatanding  tho 
length  of  the  paragraph,  it  would  bo 
satisfactory  if  the  noble  Marquess  would 
give  us  a  few  more  details  as  to  this 
business.  As  to  what  constituted  the 
eatuB  lelliy  and  what  have  been  tho 
reasons  for  annexation  and  against  a 
Protectorate,  my  noble  Friend  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Kipon)  made  some  observations 
some  time  ago  not  approving  the  course 
taken ;  and  during  the  last  few  days  many 
persons  of  great  experience  and  know- 
ledge have  expressed  doubts  whether  (ho 
commercial  advantages  alluded  to  aro 
likely  to  be  as  great  as  expected,  and 
whether  there  will  not  bo  administrativo 
and  political  disadvantages  and  a  drain 
of  money  and  men  from  India — a  drain 
which  is  exactly  what  India  should  not 
be  called  upon  at  this  time  to  undergo. 
I  trust,  however,  these  apprehensions  will 
not  bo  realized.  Then,  as  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Afghanistan,  I  am  glad  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  able 
to  announce  what  appears  io  be  a  final 
settlement.  Just  before  we  left  Office 
we  had  communicatioos  from  the  Bussian 
Government  stating  the  agreement  and 
understanding  at  which  we  bad  arrived. 
This  seemed  to  us  to  be  a  limited  and 
restricted  proposal  j  but  I  was  assured 
by  Iho  Eu&sian  Ambassador  that  the 
answer  was  meant  to  be  an  agreement 
with  us.  The  adverse  vote  in  the  House 
of  Commons  was  taken  the  next  day, 
our  resignation  was  announced  the  day 
after,  and  a  subsequent  communication 
from  the  Bussian  Government,  whether 
post  hcc  ov  propter  hoe,  arrived,  declining 
to  accept  our  interpretation.  Sinoe  then 
botii  Governments  have,  by  mutual  con- 
cessions, arrived  at  an.  agreement  at 
which  I  shall  not  oavil,  if  tJlie  Gtovem- 
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medt  have  been  advised  that  it  is  a  suf- 
ficient line,  and  if  Lord  Dufferin  and 
the  Ameor  are  of  the  same  opinion. 
Next,  with  regard  to  the  subject  of 
Egypt,  and  the  Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond  Wolff,  I  must  be  allowed  to  say 
that  there  were  some  obvious  objoctiona 
to  that  appointment.  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond  Wolff  is  a  very  clever  man ;  he  is 
a  man  of  the  world  ;  he  has  done  good 
sfirvioe  in  Eoumelia  in  preparing  the 
Constitution,  which  I  believe  is  only 
too  elaborate.  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff 
succeeded  in  negotiating  an  Anglo- 
Turkish  Convention  on  the  subject 
of  Egypt.  NoTj  we  were  alvays  of 
opinion  that  it  was  desirable  in  the  in- 
terests of  Egypt  to  remain  connected 
with  the  Turkish  Empire,  with  the 
guarantee  that  that  Empire  enjoys  from 
Europe.  We  always  thought  it  right  to 
pay  every  mark  of  respect  and  honour  to 
the  present  Sultan  as  Sovereign  of  tho 
country.  We  thonght  also  that  it  was 
most  desirable  to  come  into  communica- 
tion with  the  Turkish  Government  with 
regard  to  the  best  mode  of  establishing 
an  Army  in  Egypt,  which  should  not 
affect  the  independence  of  Egypt,  or 
the  safety  of  the  Khedive.  What  we 
were  above  all  very  shy  of  was  to  allow 
the  Sultan  to  interfere  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  tho  finances  of  ^r7pt*  Her 
Majesty's  Coverament  appear  to  have 
been  more  easy  on  these  points,  and 
by  this  means  obtained  the  Conven- 
tion ;  but  I  am  afraid  that,  up  to  this 
time,  the  Anglo-Turkish  Convention  has 
not  had  much  effect.  There  is  another 
question  alluded  to  in  Her  Majesty's 
tiraciouR  Speech  to  which  both  the  Mover 
and  the  Seconder  of  the  Address  have 
referred — I  mean  with  regard  to  the 
Balkan  Provinces.  Four  months  ago  the 
revolution  at  PhilippopoHs,  conducted 
with  skill  and  decision,  astonished 
Europe ;  not  that  people  were  unpre- 
pared to  believe  that  the  fictitious  separa- 
tion of  thoso  Provinces  by  the  Berlin 
Treaty  was  likely  tocome  to  a  very  early 
end,  and  there  was  subsequent  evidence 
that  that  attempt  would  be  made ;  still 
at  the  precise  moment  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  revolution  was  a  surprise. 
I  have  an  idea  that  if  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  remained  in  power  we  should 
have  heard  a  great  many  complaints. 
We  should  have  been  told  that  we  were 
too  late  to  preveDt  unnecessanr  effusion 
of  Balgarian  and  Servian  blood,  and 


that  we  had  not  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  co-operation  of  European  Powers  in 
time.  Since  the  noble  Marquess  made 
his  declaration  at  Newport  with  refer- 
ence to  his  policy  in  Bulgaria  and  Eou- 
melia— I  will  not  examine  too  closely 
into  the  consistency  of  some  of  the  argu- 
ments ho  used— we  have  seen  an  official 
despatch  to  Kome  on  the  subject,  and  I 
must  point  out  that  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference in  the  policy  which  was  an- 
nounced at  Newport  and  the  policy  laid 
down  in  the  despatch.  The  result, 
however,  of  the  revolution  and  the  sub- 
sequent war  between  Servia  and  Bul- 
garia has  been  to  constitute  a  great 
military  and  political  position  for  tho 
Prince  of  Bulgaria  and  almost  financial 
ruin  to  Greece,  Turkey,  Sorvia,  and  the 
Provinces  themselves.  Now,  I  hope  that 
what  con  be  done  will  be  done  to  effect  a 
satisfactory  settlement,  and  that  thenoble 
Marquess  may  be  able  to  assure  us  that 
peace  may  be  assured  at  an  early  date. 
And  now,  my  Lords,  I  come  to  that  part 
of  the  Queen's  Speech  which  was  so 
ably  dealt  with  by  the  noble  Duke — 
I  refer  to  the  subject  of  Ireland.  I  do 
not  know  if  the  noble  Marquess  will 
excuse  me  i{  I  say  that  tho  two  para- 
graphs on  this  subject  are  drawn  in 
somewhat  vague  and  involved  language. 
I  do  not  believe  that  these  are  the  wohIs 
that  were  first  drafted  by  so  exc^ent  a 
writer  as  the  noble  Marquess.  To  me  the 
paragraph  looks  much  more  as  if  it  were 
the  combined  literary  effort  of  a  Cabinet 
declared  to  be  united,  but  possibly,  on 
this  occasion,  not  exactly  of  the  same 
mind  and  view.  I  see  in  The  Times  of 
this  morning  references  to  the  prece- 
dents of  1833  and  1834  in  the  time  of 
Lord  Grey.  In  1833  Ireland  was  in  the 
most  fearful  state — much  more  fearful 
than  it  has  ever  been  since  that  time 
till  the  present  moment.  Lord  Grey's 
policy  in  that  crisis  may  have  been  good, 
or  it  may  have  been  bad ;  but,  at  all 
events,  it  was  a  strong  ;^oHcy  expressed 
in  very  clear  and  deasive  language. 
He  proposed  the  strongest  Coercion  Bill 
that  has  ever  been  apx^lied  to  Ireland 
in  modem  years,  accompanying  that 
with  a  declaration  as  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  Union.  In  the  Speech  before  us, 
however,  we  have  an  abstract  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  Union ;  but  there  is  not 
the  slightest  declaration  as  to  how  it  is 
to  be  maintained.  And  with  regard  to 
precautionary  metsores  to  strengthen 
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the  hands  of  the  Oovernmont,  that  is 
put  entirely  in  a  conditional  and  hypo- 
thetical manner.  As  to  any  measures 
of  a  conciliatory  charaolor,  it  is  put  in 
this  form— not  that  the  GtoTernmont 
have  got  a  measure,  but  that  they  are 
preparing  a  measure  which  may  come  on 
after  Procedure  and  after  Local  Qovern- 
ment  in  England  have  been  dealt  witb. 
Now,  my  Lords,  to  every  one  of  your 
Lordships,  I  suppose,  the  state  of  Ire- 
land has  been  a  nightmare  for  some 
months  past,  if  that  term  can  be  applied 
to  a  subject  that  bos  occupied  our 
thoughts  by  day  as  well  as  by  night. 
I  hare  no  official  knowledge.  All  that 
I  have  gathered  about  Ireland  is  from 
private  correspondence,  from  news- 
papers, and  from  'private  conversation. 
But  I  am  bound  to  say  that  impression 
is  completely  confirmed  by  the  statement 
made  by  the  noble  Duke  when  he  moved 
the  Address  this  evening.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  statement  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  is  a  gloomy  description  of  Ire- 
laud.  But  if  things  in  this  world!  go 
by  comparison,  I  say  it  is  positively 
cheerful  in  comparison  with  the  black 
descriptions  we  have  had  about  that 
country  from  so  many  sources.  I  can- 
not help  feeling  grateful  as  an  indi- 
vidual that  I  have  no  share  in,  or  re- 
sponsibility with,  the  GoTernment  at 
this  moment.  That  Tesponsibility  was 
immensely  increased  by  the  policy  which 
Her  Majesty's  present  Advisers  adopted 
when  they  formed  a  Oovernment.  Va- 
rious reasons  were  given  for  that  policy. 
It  was  announced  by  the  noble  Mar- 
quess that  it  was  impossible  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  Government  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  order  in  Ireland, 
because  you  had  lately  extended  the 
franchise  in  Ireland.  Why,  you  might 
just  as  well  say  that,  because  the  con- 
fltituencies  in  England  and  Scotland  had 
been  Urgely  increased,  Ihorefore  you 
might  do  away  with  the  laws  againtt 
murder  or  arson.  In  the  House  of 
Commons  the  reaeon  put  forward  was 
a  very  different  one.  The  Leader  of 
the  House  of  Commons  put  it  entirely 
on  the  responsibility  of  the  Government, 
and  said  that,  after  careful  deliberation 
and  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  they  bad  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  ronewal  of  excep- 
tional powers  was  not  required.  Speak- 
ing, I  think,  at  Sheffield,  the  noble  Xord 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord 
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Bandolph  Qiurchill)  said  that,  before 
taking  Office,  a  decision  had  been  come  to 
by  the  noble  Marquess  and  a  few  of  bis 
political  Friends,  subject  to  any  c^cial 
information  he  might  subsequently  re- 
ceive, to  form  a  Gh)vernment  which 
would  dispense  with  all  repressive  legis- 
lation for  Ireland.  That  decision  was 
very  well  received  by  all  classes  in  this 
country ;  and  such  a  decision  was  sure 
to  be  well  received  when  a  Government, 
on  their  own  responsibility,  state  that 
they  think  such  a  course  can  be  safely 
followed.  The  noble  Lord  added  that 
the  Irish  Peers  sitting  in  this  House, 
when  they  heard  tiiat  announcement  of 
policy,  were  perfectly  silent;  and  ho 
mentioned  the  sources  from  which  the 
information  as  to  the  condition  of  Ire- 
land was  received.  I  see  the  Lord 
Ohanoellor  of  Ireland  taking  notes. 
The  noble  Lord  referred  to  him,  in  terms 
which  I  entirely  endorse,  as  being  the 
most  experienced,  wise,  and  cautious,  of 
modem  Irishmen.  AVell,  the  noble 
Marquess  formed  a  Government,  Par- 
liament met,  and  day  by  day  "Boy- 
cotting" increased,  and  still  continued 
to  increase.  The  noble  Marquess  said 
publicly  at  Newport  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, there  was  no  law  which  could  be 
applied  to  that  offence,  and  that  it  was 
a  thing  which  would  find  its  own  level. 
That  was  an  encouragement  to  "Boy- 
cotters  "  when  they  found  that  nothing 
could  be  done  ;  and  now  the  question  is, 
What  have  the  Government  in  view  at 
the  present  moment  f  Are  they  able,  or 
are  they  not  able,  to  say  whether,  by 
enforcing  the  law,  they  can  put  an  end 
to  the  state  of  things  described  by  the 
noble  Duke?  They  must  have  made 
up  their  minds  by  this  time.  I  pre- 
sume  that  during  the  past  six  months 
they  have  been  exercising  their  powers 
to  put  an  end  to  this  etato  of  things ; 
and  if  they  have  not  succeeded  in 
putting  an  end  to  it,  what  possible  good 
is  there  in  saying  that  if  Ihey  get  cer- 
tain information,  and  if  certain  circum- 
stances arise,  they  have  no  doubt  Par- 
liament will  be  willing  to  give  them 
the  necessary  powers?  Is  this  the 
proper  manner  of  dealing  with  a  vital 
question  ?  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach 
described  the  condition  of  Ireland  when 
the  late  Government  left  Office,  and  I 
cannot  conceive  a  greater  compliment 
than  he  paid  to  my  noble  Friend  near 
me  (Earl  Spencer).   He  described  the 
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Btate  of  Ireland  aa  exoellent;  he  eaid 
that  the  dimination  of  orime  vas  most 
gratifying,  and  that  orime  vos  de- 
creasing every  day,  and  he  said,  further, 
that  Ireland  vaa  almost  in  a  state  of 
normal  quiet.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  was  in  a  st&to  of  normal  quiot;  but, 
at  all  events,  its  condition  was  a  very 
great  contrast  indeed  to  the  state  o£  Ire- 
land as  it  is  at  the  present  moment. 
Since  then  we  have  heard  of  the  resig- 
nation of  Lord  Carnarvon,  who,  I 
regret,  is  not  here  to-day.  It  appears 
that  while  the  noble  Marquess  spoke 
cheerfully  of  a  long  tenure  of  Office  the 
noble  Earl  seem  to  have  calculated  that 
six  months  would  be  sufficient  to  hold 
one  of  the  most  responsible  positions 
under  the  Grown.  Iiord  Oaroarvon  was 
to  be  exactly  six  months— and  no  longer 
— ^Lord  Lieutenant  of  Jjreland.  Well, 
then,  why  was  his  resignation  announced 
only  three  or  four  days  before  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament,  and  how  was  it  that 
the  Government  had  no  plan  for  re- 
placing him?  And  the  difficoliy  became 
the  greater  to  my  mind  when  I  saw  the 
statement  that  the  Chief  Secretary  also 
had  resigned.  That  statement  remained 
uncontradicted  for  a  time,  and  then  it 
was  stated  not  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  not  resigned,  but  that  the 
report  was  premature.  That  does  not 
enlighten  us  as  to  the  means  by  which 
order  and  peace  would  be  re-established 
in  Ireland.  The  whole  thing  seems  to 
he  in  a  state  of  chaos.  Then  take  an- 
other pmnt.  Qreat  hopes  were  held  oat 
to  Ireland  of  omcessiona.  On  the  9th 
of  Norember  the  noble  Marquess  spoke 
of  large  organic  changes.  He  did  not 
refer  to  little  questions,  such  as  he  is 
contemplating  now — namoly,  the  trans- 
fer of  duties  from  one  set  of  men  to 
another  —  which,  as  I  know,  is  en- 
tirely repudiated  alike  by  Loyalists 
and  FamelliteB  in  Ireland ;  but  he 
talked  of  great  organio  changes.  He 
aaid — 

"With  regard  to  large  or^anie  questions  I 
hsTO  Dothing  to  add  to  what  I  have  said.  The 
toditionB  of  oar  Party  are  known.  The  into- 
grity  of  the  Empire  is  more  precious  to  us  than 
any  poeacsHion  that  we  can  have.  We  are  bound 
by  motires  not  only  of  expediency,  not  only  of 
It^I  principle,  hot  by  motives  of  honour  to 
t  the  minority,  ii  suoh  exist,  who  have 
into  onpopalarity  and  danger  because 
they  have  foUowed,  or  been  the  instrumcntB  of, 
the  policy  England  has  deliberately  elected  to 
pnraie ;  and  within  those  lines  every  Engli^ 
utTflRuui^aiid  I  «iUi»y  the  prMent  Qoveni> 


meet,  is  bonnd  to  do  all  that  it  possibly  can  to 
give  prosperity,  contentment^  and  happiness  to 
the  Irish  people." 

What  was  the  effect  of  that  declaration 
of  the  noble  Marquess  ?  The  majority 
of  the  Irish  electors  voted  for  the  Con- 
servative Party,  to  whose  principles 
they  were  opposed ;  and  was  it  to  be 
thought  that  they  were  not  influenced 
by  that  declaration?  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  Government  have  no  policy. 
Thoy  have  put  into  the  mouth  of  the 
Queen  a  statement  that  the  Legislative 
Union  is  to  be  maintained;  but  they 
give  us  no  inkling  whatever  how  that 
Union  is  to  be  maintained.  They  leave 
us  practically  without  any  knowledge 
what  they  will  do  if  things  in  Ireland 
go  on  as  at  present,  or  by  what  method 
they  intend  to  conciliate  the  Irish 
people.  Lord  Carnarvon,  speaking  on 
the  30th  December,  1880,  said — 

"  I  will  not  disguise  my  opinion  that  the  first 
and  paramount  duty  whiw  a  civilised  Govern- 
ment owes  to  its  people  ia  tho  enforcomont  of 
law  8ud  order  ;  for  law  and  order  are  tho  first 
reasons  for  which  Kings  reign  and  Parliaments 
are  assembled,  and  civilized  communities  exist ; 
and  when  life  and  property  are  not  safe  I  f^l 
to  see  what  useful  purpose  a  Government 
fulfils." 

These  are  not  my  words,  but  with  some 
addition  I  could  readily  adopt  them. 
They  are  the  words  of  Lord  Carnarvon 
rebuking  Mr.  Bright  for  advising  con- 
ciliation. \Yhat  we  want  to  know  is, 
what  is  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  ? 

Thb  Mabqitess  op  SALISBURY,  Se- 
OBETABT  of  Stats  for  Foreioh  Atfaibs, 
(Fbiue  MimsTEB) :  My  first  duty,  my 
Lords,  before  replying  to  the  speech  of 
the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Granville),  is  to  ex- 

Eress  how  heartily  I  feel  with  him  in  tho 
appy  and  eloquent  eulogy  which  he 
passed  on  the  Members  this  House  has 
lately  lost.  He  is  right  in  saying  that 
we  have  never,  as  far  as  my  memory 
serves,  had  to  deplore  so  many  losses, 
or  to  foel  BO  great  and  so  keen  an  in- 
terest in  the  rising  talent  in  this  House, 
which  may  be  called  upon  to  replace  the 
gifts  of  tiiose  now  unhappily  abseDt. 
My  Lords,  the  speeches  which  we  have 
heard  from  my  two  noble  Friends  behind 
me  enoourages  ua  in  the  hope  that  we 
shall  not  look  in  vain  to  that  source  of 
supply.  The  noble  Earl  the  Seconder 
of  the  Address  ia  absolutely  new  to 
Parliamentary  life.  I  am  sure  those 
who  hoard  him  will  feel  that  he  brings 


Digitized  by 


59 


Addrtu  in 


{LOEDS} 


Antunr  to 


60 


here  talents  of  tlie  highest  order,  and 
we  must  expect  the  very  ablest  service 
from  him  in  the  future.  The  noble 
Duke  who  spoke  first  is  not  so  new  to 
Parliamentary  life,  though  he  is  new  to 
the  debates  of  this  House.  I  will  only 
say  of  him— and  it  is  high  praise — that 
his  speech  proves  to  me  that  we  shall 
not  look  in  vain  to  him  for  those 
words  of  weighty  wisdom  and  enei^etic 
eloquence  which  we  have  been  accuB- 
tomed  for  many  years  to  aesociate 
with  the  distinguished  name  he  bears. 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Gran- 
ville) went  through  the  foreign  part  and 
the  Irish  part  of  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne ;  but  he  left  untouched  the  ques- 
tion of  the  various  meaeuroa  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  propose  to  bring 
in,  and  I  think  I  shall  do  wisely  to  fol- 
low his  example,  because  the  discussion 
is  very  difficult  when  the  details  are  not 
before  the  House.  With  respect  to 
foreign  afTairs,  allow  me  in  ike  first 
instance,  in  answer  to  the  first  question 
put  by  the  noble  Earl,  to  state  that  I 
think  he  is  in  error  io  sapposiug  that 
there  has  been,  in  any  hypothesis,  any 
annexation  of  Samoa  by  Germany. 
There  are  recent  events  which  are  im- 
perfectly reported  by  telegraph,  but 
which,  strange  enough,  have  nut  reached 
the  Court  of  Berlin  at  all,  and  we  are  at 
present  unable  to  place  an  exact  inter- 
pretation on  the  news  which  has  come 
to  us ;  bat  this,  which  is  quite  eatiefac- 
tory,  we  have  received  —  namely,  the 
most  positive  assurance  on  the  part  of 
Germany  that  she  will  adhere  to  the 
Treaties  in  respect  to  Samoa  which 
already  exist.  With  respect  to  Burmah, 
I  think  the  noble  Earl  mmself  indicated 
tiie  belief  that  it  would  be  better  to  wait 
for  a  discussion  nntil  Papers  are  before 
us ;  but  there  is  another  reason  which 
induces  me  to  suggest  to  him  that  such 
postponement  would  be  desirable  — 
namely,  that,  if  I  mistake  not,  under  the 
Act  of  Parliament  regulating  the  Go- 
yerument  of  India  it  will  bo  necessary 
that  this  House  should  be  invited  to 
consider  the  operations  in  Burmah  spe- 
cially, and  that  then  discussion  should 
be  taken  at  length  with  respect  to  the 
policy  the  Government  have  pursued  in 
that  country.  I  will  only  say  that  I 
have  no  ground  for  belief  that  the  an- 
ticipations which  the  noble  Earl  has  ex- 
pressed hare  any  foundation  in  fact. 
He  ia  quite  right,  of  course,  in  saying 
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that  it  is  to  us*  and  not  to  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin,  that  the  country  must  look  for 
the  responsibility  for  what  has  taken 
place.  We  have  to  express  the  very 
hiffheat  sense  of  the  ability  and  prompt!* 
tude  with  which  the  Earl  of  Duflerin 
carried  out  the  orders  which  he  received 
from  the  Imperial  Government ;  but,  of 
course,  the  yo]ioy  pursued  by  the  Earl 
of  Dufferin  rests  upon  the  responsibility 
of  the  Government  at  home.  But  so  far 
as  our  information  reaches  us,  we  do  not 
think  there  will  be  any  heavy  burden 
upon  the  fi.nances  of  India — even  in  the 
first  few  years — imposed  by  the  measures 
that  have  taken  placo;  and  we  believe 
that,  in  the  long  run,  the  addition  that 
has  been  made  to  Her  Majesty's  Empire 
will  furnish  a  very  large  increase  to  the 
resources  of  the  Indian  Treasury  in  tho 
most  healthy  and  desirable  manner — 
namely,  by  opening  out  a  large  and 
prosperous  trade,  as  we  hope,  with  those 
vast  districts  of  China  which  hitherto  we 
have  been  unable  to  reach.  It  has  been 
an  object  for  many  years  with  English 
merchants  and  manufacturers  to  find 
some  mode  of  attaining  to  the  markets 
of  China  in  the  West  and  North-West ; 
but  it  has  always  been  prevented  by  the 
terrible  state  of  anarchy  in  which  the 
upper  valleys  of  the  Irrawoddy  have 
been  placed.  Now  that  that  obstacle 
is  removed,  and  that  they  will  be  go- 
verned as  well  as  the  rest  of  lodia,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  new  trade  will  ulti- 
mately be  opened  to  the  enterprize  and 
energy  of  this  country.  My  Lords,  with 
respect  to  Eastern  Boumelia,  on  which 
I  think  the  noble  Earl  asked  me  some 
questions  —  he  asked  me  whelher  I 
was  prepared  to  explain  a  certain  de- 
apatoh  which  I  had  written  to  the 
Court  of  Kome.  I  do  not  recognize  at 
all  to  what  the  noble  Earl  refers ;  and 
I  am  not  aware  of  having  written 
any  despatch  containing  views  of  policy 
on  this  question  to  tho  Court  of  Kome. 
Tho  noble  Earl  made  a  mistake  in  re- 
gard to  that ;  hut  I  have  no  difficulty  ia 
telling  him  what  are  the  hopes  we  en- 
tertain. We  believe  that  the  course 
which  this  Eoumelian  affair  has  recently 
taken,  of  being  subjected  to  the  imme- 
diate negotiation  between  the  Prince  and 
the  Sultan,  is  acourse  which  we  think  will 
lead  to  a  prosperoos  and  peaceful  con- 
clusion. We  have  every  ground  for 
hope  that,  with  the  consent  of  the  Great 
Powers,  tiie  Sultan  and  the  Prince  will 
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come  to  an  agreement ;  and  I  am  sure 
that  if  fhey  do  so  it  will  not  only  be  to 
the  happiness  of  the  people  of  Bulgaria, 
but  will  add  nolittle  strength  to  the  power 
of  the  Turkish  Empire.  There  are 
dangers,  of  course.  There  is  the  dan- 
ger of  disturbance  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  smaller  States,  who — to  ub,  at 
least — it  seems,  are  very  little  interested 
in  the  events  that  are  going  on  within 
the  borders  of  the  Two  Bulgarias.  I 
regret  very  much  the  views  that  Sorvia 
and  Greece  have  taken  of  their  interests 
and  their  duties  in  this  matter.  I  be- 
lieve they  are  imperilling  their  own 
dearest  interests,  and  that  they  are  im- 
perilling the  peace  of  the  Balkan  Penin- 
sula—possibly the  peace  of  Europe — by 
the  claims  that  they  are  sotting  up.  All 
those  claims,  especially  that  on  the  part 
of  Greece,  to  be  indemnified  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Turkey  on  account  of  a  change 
which  certainly  Turkey  did  not  initiate, 
and  did  not  particularly  welcome,  is  the 
most  extraordinary  introduction  into  In- 
ternational Law  which  has  been  at- 
tempted within  my  memory.  Such 
claims  will  meet,  I  am  convinced,  with 
no  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  Powers ; 
they  will  meet  with  no  sympathy  or 
support  en  the  part  of  England.  So 
far  as  the  influence  of  England  goes — 
so  long  as  it  is  entrusted  to  our  hands — 
it  will  be- used  to  prevent  any  wanton 
breach  of  the  peace  in  the  East  for  ob- 
jects and  oa  pretexts  which  the  conscience 
of  mankind  cannot  justify.  I  earnestly 
hope  the  Greek  Government  may  be 
persuaded  to  abstain  from  a  venture 
which  will  compromise  a  future  which, 
if  they  were  only  prudent,  is  brilliant 
enough  ;  and  we  think  there  is  no  want 
of  real  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  if  they  entreat  them  to 
allow  that  settlement  which  was  come 
to  a  few  years  ago  to  last,  without  any 
disturbance  on  their  part,  and  to  believe 
that  in  the  cultivation  of  their  own  in- 
ternal resources,  and  in  a  strict  regard 
for  their  International  duties  towards 
the  nations  that  surround  them,  they 
will  find  tme  strength  and  suppoit  in 
carrying  out  all  the  promises  which 
were  then  made.  My  Lords,  I  have 
spoken  strongly  on  this  matter,  because 
reports  have  been  spread  that  iEkigland 
has  been  encouraging  the  claims  of 
Greece  in  this  matter.  I  wish  to  give 
them  the  most  absolute  contradiction. 
We  desire,  above  all  things,  to  keep 
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peaoe  in  the  East  at  tiiia  time.  My 
Lords,  the  noble  Earl  rather  aooased 
me,  I  think,  of  inconsistency  in  respect 
to  the  line  we  have  taken  with  regard 
to  Eastern  Koumelia.  I  cannot  agree 
with  him  in  the  least.  I  cannot  see  any 
inconsistency  in  what  we  have  done.  The 
decisions  which  were  come  to  at  the 
Congress  at  Berlin  were  come  to  when 
Eoumelia  was  occupied  by  foreign  sol- 
diers, and  while  there  was  every  prospect 
and  possibility  that  the  sentiments  and 
the  institutions  of  that  country  might  be 
moulded  by  foreign  influence.  We  wore 
obliged  to  take  precautions  against  any 
dangers  that  might  arise  on  that  occa- 
sion. But  if  we  are  to  treat  this  matter 
as  a  matter  of  con8isten(^,  and  I  am  to 
be  asked  to  reconcile  my  conduct  of  to- 
day with  Uie  conduct  I  pursued  in  bygone 
years,  I  aek  that  simUar  circumstances 
may  be  appealed  to,  and  that  our  action 
now,  if  called  in  question,  may  be  com- 
pared, not  with  the  action  which  I  re- 
commended in  1878,  when  that  country 
was  full  of  foreign  soldiers,  but  with 
the  action  I  recommended  in  1876  and 
1877,  when  the  state  of  things  was  more 
similar  to  what  it  was  in  September  of 
last  year,  when  the  matter  was  again 
opened.  If  the  noble  Earl  will  refresh 
his  memory,  he  wiE  find  that  my  recom- 
mendations were  for  a  much  larger  Bui- 
garia  than  was  ultimately  approved  by 
the  Conference  of  Berlin.  Before  the 
war  had  begun,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment of  that  day  fully  recognized  the 
importance  of  bringing,  so  far  as  it  was 
practically  possible,  theBulgarian  people 
under  a  single  Government ;  and  my  be- 
lief is  now — and  every  week  that  passes 
confirms  me  in  it — that  in  the  creation 
of  a  larger  Bulgaria  there  would  have 
been  no  danger  to  Turkey ;  but  that 
there  will  be  the  creation  of  an  allied 
Power,  which,  under  conceivable  oireum- 
etances,  may  be  of  great  value  in  main- 
taining the  independence  of  the  Balkan 
Peninsula.  My  Lords,  I  think  the  rest 
of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl  was 
devoted  to  the  question  of  Ireland,  and 
he  denounced  us  for  a  great  many 
varied  and  diverse  offences.  As  I  un- 
derstood him,  our  language,  he  said, 
was  ambiguous  and  unintelligible.  We 
had  no  policy  at  all  to  pursue.  We 
ought  to  have  proposed  a  measure 
of  very  strong  coercion  immediately, 
and  we  ought,  at  the  same  time, 
to  have  proposed  some  la^e  organic 
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reform,  although  the  noble  Earl  went 
on  to  Bay  that  such  reform  would  be 
welcomed  neither  by  the  Loyalists  nor 
by  the  Separatists.  As  to  the  obscurib;^ 
in  the  paragraph  of  the  Speech  to  which 
the  noble  ^rl  has  referred,  I  am  very 
Bony  that  my  powers  of  writing  hare 
not  at  all  come  up  to  the  flattering  de- 
scriptioa  given  of  them  by  the  noble 
Earl.  Bat  it  seems  to  me  that  this  lan- 
^age  is  as  clear  and  precise  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  language  to  be — 

"I  am  resolutely  opposed  to  any  diaturbance 
of  that  fundamental  law,  and  in  resiatiDg  it  I 
am  convinoed  that  I  shall  he  heartily  sapported 
hy  my  Parliament  and  my  peoplo." 

Is  it  possible  to  state  in  more  distinct 
and  absolute  language  our  resolution  to 
maiotain  the  Legislative  Union  between 
England  and  Ireland  ?  The  noble  Karl 
said  we  had  no  right  to  pretend  that  we 
followed  exactly  the  Speeches  that  Lord 
Glrey  prepared  in  1833  and  1834.  We 
never  pretended  that  we  did  follow  them 
exactly.  We  have  never  mentioned  the 
Speeches  of  1833  and  1834.  This  is  an 
expression,  not  in  the  month  of  King 
WiIKam  XV.,  but  in  that  of  Queen  Vic- 
toria. It  is  an  ezpreseion  of  opinion 
which  it  Boemed  to  us  important  to  give 
in  clear  and  unambiguous  language  in 
the  year  1886,  and  not  in  the  year  1833  ; 
and  if  the  result,  under  the  circum- 
stances, is  that  our  Speech  is  not  a  pre- 
cise copy  of  the  Speech  delivered  by 
King  WUliam  IV.,  I  should  say  that  it 
was  a  natuTEil  result  to  predict  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  The  Speech 
of  William  IV.,  to  which  the  noble  Earl 
refers,  no  doubt,  was  dealing  with  a 
state  of  Ireland  that,  in  one  sense,  was 
very  formidable.  Order  was  very  much 
more  broken  up  than  it  is  now;  but  in 
another  sense  it  was  far  less  formidable. 
There  was  not  a  ooncnnenoe  of  86  Mem- 
bers ftom  Ireland  in  behalf  of  repeal  of 
the  Union;  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
eveiy  consideration  which  justified  the 
Ministry  of  that  day  in  recording  in 
clear  language  their  determination  to 
uphold  the  foundation  of  our  Constitu- 
tional system  and  the  United  Kingdom 
justifies  us  all  the  more  in  using  similar 
language.  And,  may  I  be  fUIowed  to 
say  that  the  circumstances  of  the  time 
require  such  unambiguous  language 
from  us.  But  it  has  not  been  used  by 
everybody;  there  are  others  who  have 
allowed  impressions  of  their  opinions  to 
go  forth,  fatal  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
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Legislative  Union,  and  they  have  met 
those  impressions  with  no  clear  contra* 
diction.  They  have  practically  given 
all  the  support  that  their  authority  could 
furnish  to  the  belief  cherished  by  the 
Soparatist  Party,  that  the  hour  of  their 
triumph  is  at  hand.  It  seemed  to  us 
very  necessary  to  show  that,  at  all 
events,  we  would  have  no  share  in  the 
responsibility  for  that  ambiguity,  and 
that  our  opinions,  such  as  they  were, 
should  be  ooldly  stated  and  manfully 
maintained.  My  Lords,  it  has  been  no 
small  addition  to  the  responsibilities 
which  this  Government  has  had  to  face; 
it  has  been  no  small  addition  that  from 
time  to  time  we  have  had  declarations 
of  opinion — or  indications,  I  should 
rather  eay,  of  opinion — from  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, operating  with  fatal  e£feot  upon 
those  with  whom  wo  wore  dealing. 
Doubtless,  your  Lordships  will  remem- 
ber the  elaborate  statement  just  at  the 
time  when  we  were  negotiating  with  the 
Sultan  and  trying  to  repair  the  chaos 
that  had  been  created  in  Eg^t.  Tour 
Lordships  will  remember  the  declaration 
that  came  from  Mr.  Gladstone,  that  we 
ought  to  escape  from  Egypt  as  rapidly 
OS  we  could,  and  apparently  by  any 
means.  What  do  you  imagine  the 
eflfect  of  that  was  in  Egypt  ?  The  noble 
Earl  has  reproached  mo  because  the 
Oonvontion  of  Sir  11.  Drummond  Wolff 
did  not  convince  the  Soudanese  that 
their  enterprize  was  impossible.  But 
the  Soudanese  were  speculating  on  the 
possibilities  of  English  politics.  The^ 
were  told  that  there  was  an  English  Mi- 
nister who  was  prepared  to  give  them 
whatever  they  liked,  and  from  that  mo- 
ment right  through  Egypt  thore  was  a 
change  of  tone  and  a  belief  that  the 
policy  of  England  could  not  be  relied  on 
as  stable  and  certain,  and  that  they  had 
only  to  wait  in  order  to  get  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  dreams  which 
they  had  hitherto  entertained.  The 
same  thing  has  happened  with  re- 
spect to  Ireland.  The  noble  Earl 
spoke  of  the  failure  of  the  experiment 
which  we  made  last  summer.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  admit  the  description  of 
it  which  he  gave.  The  problem  which 
we  had  to  decide  was  whether  the  Crimes 
Act  was  an  Act  which  it  was  desirable 
for  us,  under  tho  circumstances  then 
existing,  to  renew.  We  came  clearly 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  de- 
sirable to  renew  it.   Why  f  Partly  be- 
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cause  hj  the  acoonnts  to  reoeived  of  the 
state  of  the  ooantry  there  seemed  to  be 
a  state  of  returninff  order;  and  we 
entertained  a  hope  that  the  neoeraity 
of  having  ceercive  legislation  had  passed 
away.  But,  much  more  than  that,  be- 
cause the  special  proTisions  of  the  Crimes 
Act  had  ceased  to  be  of  any  volue 
for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended. Toe  special  provisions  of  the 
Act  were  of  very  great  use  at  the  time 
when  they  were  enacted;  but  in  the 
summer  of  1884— though  I  do  not  say 
that  the  evils  against  which  they  were 
levelled  had  entirely  disappeared — there 
was  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  very 
great  change  in  the  character  of  those 
evils;  and  that  the  evils  which  the 
Crimes  Act  dealt  with  were  no  longer 
prominent  or  marked,  while  another 
class  of  evils  which  the  Act  was  unable 
to  repress  appeared  to  be  growing  in 
importance.  It  was,  indeed,  generally 
admitted  on  the  other  aide  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  Crimes  Act  had 
become  superannuated ;  but  great  stress 
was  laid  on  that  set  of  provisions  which 
provided  for  a  fair  jury  trial.  A  fair 
jury  trial  could  not  be  obtained  two 
years  before ;  but  our  impression  was  at 
the  time  when  we  had  to  deal  with  the 
matter  that  a  fair  trial  could  be  obtaiued, 
and  that  impression  has  been  justified 
by  facts.  If  you  turn  to  the  records  of 
the  Mnnster  Assizes  you  will  see  that 
there  was  a  large  number  of  convictions 
obtained  without  much  difficulty ;  and  I 
am  assured  by  the  Law  Officers  for  Ire- 
land that  there  was  not,  in  their  opi- 
nion, a  failure  of  justice  in  any  single 
case;  but  that  does  not  dimini^  Uie 
evils  under  which  Ireland  is  sufiFering. 
"What  I  wish  to  impress  upon  your 
Lordships  is  that  the  character  of  those 
evils  has  changed,  and  that  the  particu- 
lar provisions  of  the  Crimes  Act  to  which 
so  much  importance  was  attached  with 
respect  to  jury  trials  had  ceased  to  have 
the  value  which  they  formerly  possessed. 
Then,  as  to  "Boycotting."  The  noble 
Earl  addressee  us  as  if  "  Boycotting"  had 
sprang  up  in  our  time ;  as  if  it  was  an  in- 
vention of  the  lut  six  months,  ^hy,  ever 
since  Uie  Crimes  Act  was  passed  I  believe 
"Boycotting"  has  been  steadily  on  the 
iaorease.  No  doubt  it  is  increasing  still ; 
but  it  has  been  steadily  on  the  increase 
unce  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  the 
provisions  of  the  Oimes  Act,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  foot,  did  not  stop  it ;  and  I  do  not 
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believe  myself  that  any  very  oonsidw- 
able  differMuie  is  to  be  found  in  the 
progress  of  "Boycotting"  before  the  Act 
lapsed,  and  since.  Then,  again,  the 
real  evil — ^the  most  formidable  evil— is 
the  growth  of  this  illegal  association. 
Was  that  an  invention  of  ours  ?  Did 
that  begin  after  we  had  suffered  the  Act 
to  lapse?  I  believe  that  before  the  Act 
lapsfad  the  number  of  branch  associations 
of  the  League  had  already  reached  the 
number  of  1,000.  The  Act  was  power- 
less to  stop  it,  and  to  revive  the  Act  for 
that  purpose  would  have  been  impos- 
sible and  wholly  valueless.  No  doubt 
you  may  say — "  Then,  why  did  not  you 
bring  in  some  other  legislation  ?  "  But 
our  judgment  was— I  do  not  deny  that 
it  was  formed  under  oiroumstances  of 
some  difficulty — that  with  the  state  of 
Irriand  then  before  us,  tiie  fact  which 
the  noble  Earl  despises — ^namdy,  that  a 
vast  amount  of  power  had  been  given  to 
the  lowest  classes  in  Ireland,  and  that 
any  new  device  of  coercive  law  just 
before  the  elections  was  very  likely  to 
be  interpreted  by  them  as  intended  to 
limit  the  power  given  to  them  by  Par- 
liament— with  these  facts  before  us,  and 
with  the  knowledge  that  any  such  legis- 
lation, if  proposed,  could  not  be  brought 
into  existence  except  at  the  end  of  a  long 
and  exasperating  campaign  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  we  came  to  Uie  conclusion 
that  the  danger  of  exasperation  attaching 
to  such  an  experiment  was  larger  than 
the  danger  of  going  on  with  the  existing 
law  in  Ireland.  Well,  n^  Lords,  to 
some  extent,  standing  as  ve  are  now, 
you  may  say  that  the  experiment  has 
failed.  It  certainly  has  had  every 
(^ance.  It  is  impossible  to  ezf^gerate 
the  care,  benevolence,  the  tact,  the 
skill,  which  my  noble  Friend  (the  Earl 
of  Carnarvon)  brought  to  bear  on  the 
task  of  executing  the  mess^e  of  concilia- 
tion of  which  he  announced  in  this 
House  that  he  was  the  bearer.  He  did 
all  that  man  could  have  done.  He  dis- 
played very  high  qualities  of  statesman- 
ship in  the  task  which  he  had  under- 
taken ;  and  I  still  believe  that  the  worst 
part  of  the  failure,  as  we  see  it  now, 
and  the  worst  exaggeration  of  the  symp- 
toms which  Ireland  exhibits,  is  due  to 
the  declarations  in  favour  of  Home 
Bule  which  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  by  a  leading  statssman.  ["  Oh  1 "] 
Yes,  I  say  the  worst;  I  'do  not  say 
all  of  them.  X  say  that  those  deoUw»- 
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tions  have  enormously  added  to  our 

difficulties  and  increased  the  belief  in 
the  minds  of  certain  men  that  they  are 
going  to  wio,  and  their  resolution  to 
take  every  means  and  to  run  every  risk 
for  the  purpose  of  coercing  the  opinion 
of  their  fellow-countrymen  to  the  same 
end. 

Eabl  QBANVILLE:  Hay  I  ask  the 
noble  Marquess  to  what  dedarations  he 

refers  ? 

The  Marquess  of  8ALISBUET: 
To  the  declarations  of  a  distinguished 
statesman.  They  were  declarations 
whidi  appeared  in  the  newspapers. 
They  seemed  to  be  authentic,  and  thoy 
were  not  distinctly  contradicted.  Do  not 
tell  me  that  when  a  man  in  the  position 
of  Mr.  Gladstono  has  attributed  to  him 
opinions  at  variance  with  all  the  opiaions 
of  his  life  and  fatal  to  the  Constitution  ■ 
of  this  country — do  not  teU  me  that  he 
is  at  liberty  to  skulk  behind  ambiguous 
denials,  and  not  to  say  boldly  before  the 
country  whether  the  opinions  which, 
apparently  with  authority,  are  attributed 
to  him  are  really  his  or  not.  If  it  be 
really  true  that  he  has  carefuUyconcealed 
what  he  really  thought,  and  allowed  the 
Separatist  Pa^y  in  Ireland  to  derive  all 
the  advantage  that  they  have  derived 
from  the  opinions  atteibuted  io  him,  he 
is  Boaroely  less  guilty  of  the  result  than 
as  if  the  opinions  circulated  had  actually 
been  his  own.  I  heard  the  other  day  of 
the  effect  which  those  opinions  which 
the  noble  Earl  affects  to  disbelieve  have 
had  in  Ireland.  A  great  town  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  desired  to  borrow 
£100,000,  and  endeavoured  to  borrow  it 
of  some  fbaanoial  authorities  in  London. 
Then  came — what  shall  I  call  it  ? — the 
kite  that  was  flown,  the  pilot  balloon  that 
was  sent  up.  Immediately  the  negotia- 
tions were  broken  off,  and  the  refusal  to 
lend  any  money  to  this  great  town  was 
prompt  and  decisive.  Men  saw  in  the 
supposed  opinions  of  a  man  like  Mr. 
Gladstone,  who  has  placed  such  a  splen- 
did and  enormous  part  m  the  lustory  of 
the  last  half-oentury — they  saw  in  the 
opinions  attributed  to  him  dangers  that 
would  make  the  investment  of  capital  in 
Ireland  insecure,  and  which  business 
men,  at  all  events,  whether  statesman- 
ship did  so  or  not,  concluded  was  a  suffi- 
cient ground  for  acting  as  if  the  opinions 
attributed  to  him  had  been  really  uttered 
by  him.  My  Lords,  the  nobleEarl  says 
that  OUT  statement  of  policy  is  indistinct. 

Th9  Marjvm  of  SaUihury 


Our  statement  of  policy,  I  apprehend,  ia 
the  usual  statement  that  is  put  into  a 
Queen's  8x>eech  on  such  an  oooaaion. 
The  government  of  Ireland  has  been 
changed.    As  the  noble  Earl  probably 
knows,  my  distinguished  Friend,  Mr. 
Smith,  undertakes  the  Chief  Secretary- 
ship of  Ireland,  which  means  practically 
that  the  government  of  Ireland  will  be 
committed  to  his  care.  Undoubtedly, 
we  shall  not  have  long  to  wait  for  his 
distinct  opinion  as  to  the  precise  details 
of  the  legislation  which  we  shall  have  to 
recommend.   I  do  not  think  that  on  the 
point  of  his  going  over  to  Irdand  it 
would  be  fitting  or  wise  to  have  laid  a 
Bill  on  the  Table ;  but  I  can  assure  the 
noble  Earl  that  the  language  used  in 
the  Queen's  Speech  indicates  no  doubt, 
no  faltering  on  our  part,  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  action  when  we  have  received  Mr. 
Smith's  Beport.    I  will  not  anticipate 
what  that  action  must  be.   I  know  the 
subject  is  full  of  difficulty.    The  noble 
Earl  has  blamed  me  because  in  my  speech 
at  Newport  I  pointed  out  the  singular 
difficulty  attaching  to  all  attempts  to  put 
down  conspiracies  of  this  kind,  in  regard 
to  which  evidence  is  so  hard  to  obtain. 
I  do  not  agree  with  him.   I  do  not  ad- 
mit his  oensure.  I  do  not  think  a  public 
man  does  wrongly  in  pointing  out  to  his 
fellow-countrymen  the  difficulties  that 
lie  in  the  way  of  any  -j^hay  proposed  to 
be  adopted.   Difficulties  are  matle  to  be 
conquered ;  but  they  are  not  to  be  con- 
quered by  ignoring  their  existence.  We 
wait  until  we  hear  from  Mr.  Smith  his 
precise  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
crisis  wim  which  we  have  to  deal.  We 
should  be  unworthy,  I  repeat,  of  the 
position  which  we  hold,  if  we  did  not 
make  the  utmost  efiEort  that  the  confidence 
of  Parliament  will  enable  us  to  make  in 
order  to  put  a  stop  to  a  state  of  things 
perilous  to  this  coimtry  and  disgraceful 
to  its  reputation  as  a  civilized  Power. 
But,  my  Lords,  do  not  imagine  that  the 
evil  wiui  which  we  have  to  deal  is  chie^ 
in  Irdand.  The  disease  is  not  in  Ire- 
land.  The  disease  is  here— in  West- 
minster.  If  yon  had  pursued— if  you 
would  now  pursue — any  steady,  unvary- 
ing, and  consistent  policy  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  you  would  find  that  the  pro- 
blems that  that  country  offered  fo  you  in 
respect  of  government  are  not  greater 
than  the  problems  of  government  which 
have  been  successively  overcome  by  eve^ 
Qovemment  in  the  world.   There  is 
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nothing  in  them  of  that  extraordinary 
or  extreme  oharaoter  that  should  set  at 
de0anoe  the  resources  of  civilization. 
But  it  is  necessary,  above  alt  things,  that 
the  play  of  our  Party  system  shall  not 
call  into  question  the  foundations  upon 
which  our  polity  rests.  It  is  necessary 
that  men  should  not  be  able  to  speculate 
on  the  change  of  Party  to  Party  in  the 
hope  of  altering  the  fundamental  laws  on 
wbioh  the  union  of  the  United  Kingdom 
is  based.  If  you  have  instability  of 
purpose,  if  you  have  a  policy  shifting 
from  five  years  to  five  years  with  each 
change  in  the  wheel  of  political  fortune, 
or  the  humonr  of  political  Parties  in  this 
country,  you  are  drifting  straight  to  a 
rain  whidi  will  engulf  Eagland  and  Ire- 
land alike.  Your  hope  is  not  so  much  in 
this  or  that  particular  plan  or  panacea 
for  restoring  order,  or  maintaining  law, 
or  reviving  the  conditions  of  civilized  life 
in  Ireland.  Your  hope  is  in  this— that 
Parliament  shall  school  itself  to  adopt  a 
steady,  consistent  policy,  and  maintain  it 
when  it  is  once  adopted.  A  resolution 
of  that  kind  manfully  carried  out  will 
restore  that  prosperity  to  which  Ireland 
has  for  so  long  been  a  stranger. 

Eabl  SPENOER  :  I  do  not  intend  to 
follow  the  speakers  that  have  preceded 
me  into  the  various  topics  on  which 
tiiey  have  addressed  the  House ;  but  I 
think  it  is  right  that  I  should  make 
some  remarks  upon  what  the  noble 
Marquess  opposite  (the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury)  has  said  with  regard  to  my 
Administnition  in  Ireland.  The  noble 
Mfwqaess  admitted  that  the  state  of 
Ireland  was  very  grave ;  but  he  added 
that  the  gravity  of  affairs  in  Ireland 
had  been  largely  increased  by  state- 
ments which  appeared — unauthorized 
statements,  as  I  maintain — in  certain 
papers.  It  is  not  for  me  to  defend  my 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Gladstone),  to 
whom  those  statements  were  attributed. 
He  will  himself  meet  those  statements  if 
challenged;  but  I  will  point  out  that 
the  lawloBsness  at  present  prevalent  in 
that  country  oould  not  have  occurred  in 
consequence  of  any  statement  my  right 
hon.  Friend  has  made,  and  I  will  ask 
tiie  noble  Marquees  whether  the  state  of 
things  of  which  he  speaks,  and  of  which, 
we  hkvo  heard  so  much  vithin  tho  last 
few  days,  had  not  arisen  long  before 
those  statements  appeared?  They  ap* 
peared  in  the  beginning  of  December; 
and  if  the  reports  current  in  the  nevB" 


papers  were  correct,  Ireland  was  in  a  very 

dangerous  condition  long  before  then.  1 
venture  to  think  that  the  noble  Marquess 
himself  may  have  given  some  encourage- 
ment to  "  Boycotting  "  by  the  words  in 
which  he  referred  to  it  in  his  speech  at 
Newport.  No  doubt,  the  noble  Mar- 
quess has  a  right  to  point  out  difficulties ; 
but  there  are  certain  things  which  it  is 
not  necessary  for  a  person  in  his  position 
to  say,  and  the  National  League  must 
have  received  considerable  encourage- 
ment from  the  noble  Marquess's  state- 
ment that  the  offence  would  be  likely 
to  die  from  the  Nemesis  of  its  own 
action,  and  that  it  would  be  impossible, 
or  at  least  extremely  difficult,  for  any 
Qovemment  to  deal  with  it.  Having 
regard  to  the  oondititm  of  Ireland  when 
the  present  Qovranmentoame  into  Office, 
I  think  that  they  took  on  themselves  a 
serious  responsiotlity  in  not  renewing 
any  portion  of  the  Grimes  Act.  I  do 
not  say  that  they  were  wrong  in  not  re- 
newing tho  whole  of  the  Crimes  Act — 
there  was  no  question  of  that — but  cer- 
tain important  portions  of  it,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  and  in  that  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, were  essential  for  the  main- 
tenance of  law  and  order  in  Ireland, 
and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  change 
of  venue  and  special  juries.  In  wishing 
to  retain  those  portions,  wo  had  no  wish 
to  interfere  with  liberty,  simply  wishing 
that  the  people  should  enjoy  that 
liberty  unmolested,  of  which,  in  Eng- 
land, we  are  so  proud.  At  the  time  wo 
left  Office,  outrages  had  fallen  to  a  very 
low  ebb  indeed.  But  the  fact  remained 
that  it  was  only  recently  that  those  or- 
ganizations  of  crime  had  been  broken 
up,  and  condign  punishment  had  been 
meted  out  to  the  offenders.  I  never 
heard  from  any  reports  of  the  Law 
Officers  before  I  left  Ireland  that  the 
ordinary  jurors  were  to  be  relied  on; 
and  I  challenge  the  noble  Marquess  to 
produce  any  evidence  that,  on  entering 
Office,  his  Government  had  received  any 
such  reports  as  would  give  them  reason 
to  believe  they  could  rely  on  any  ordi- 
nary jury  in  either  Leinster,  Munster, 
or  Oonnaught.  No  doubt,  the  jurors 
have  recently  done  well ;  but  that  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  trial  of  prisoners 
at  the  Winter  Assizes  is  tantamount  to 
a  change  of  venue  and  special  juries. 
Prisoners  from  Clare  and  Kerry,  for 
instance,  are  brought  to  Oark,  imd  in- 
stead of  being  tried  by  rorol  juroTB  of 
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their  own  county,  yrho  are  subject  to  be 
intimidated,  they  are  tried  by  juries 
composed  of  Cork  citizens.    I  ask  the 
noble  Marquess  whether  he  has  con- 
sidered this  matter ;  and  I  would  ask 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  the  Lord 
Ohanoellor  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
now  rely  upon  a  jury  in  Ireland  for  con- 
Ticting  a  man  committed  for  agrarian 
crime,  or  crime  connected  with  agrarian 
matte»P   Take  the  county  of  Kerry, 
where  we  have  had  the  instance  of  a 
cruel  murder — that  oi   Mr.  Ourtin. 
What  has  occurred  since?   The  very 
people  who  boldly  and  courageously 
oamo  forward  to  give  evidence  of  the 
murder  have  public  opinion  in  that 
county  raised  against  them  so  strongly 
that  they  have  to  be  protected  by  police; 
and  his  daughters,  who  came  forward  to 
protect  their  father,  and  afterwards  gave 
witness  of  the  murder,  have  been  *'  Boy- 
cotted "  by  the  people  around.    If  such 
was  the  case  in  these  circumstances, 
what  would  be  done  to  jurors  and  those 
who  may  have  to  come  forward  and  vin- 
dicate the  law  ?  I  believed  that  it  was 
necessary  to  introduce  this  important 
alteration  in  the  law ;  and  I  believe  it  was 
a  moat  seriouB  risk  to  attempt  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country  without  the 
powerof  changing  the  venue.  The  noble 
Marquess  has  referred  to  the  decrease  of 
ordinary  crime.  I  admit — I  am  proud  to 
admit — that,  under  the  operation  of  the 
Crimes  Act,  it  had  decreased  in  the  most 
remarkable  way ;  but  there  is  always  a 
fear  of  its  beginning  again.   In  1881  the 
number  of  cases  of  agrarian  crime  was 
4,439;  in  1882  the  number  was  3,433  ; 
while  in  1884  the  number  was  only  762 ; 
but  should  there  be  a  fresh  outbreak  of 
agrarian  crime,  I  believe  we  should  not 
be  able  to  depend  on  the  ordinary  law 
or  ordinary  juries.  The  noble  Marquess 
has  referred  to  the  existence  of  the 
National  Leagne,  and  he  said  that  it 
had  inoreased  to  an  enoimoiu  number 
of  branches  at  the  time  when  they  took 
Office;  but  I  do  not  think  that  they 
ever  attacked  the  Irish  Government  for 
that.   I  admit  the  fact  that  the  National 
League,  which  in  its  constitution  was 
legal,  had  greatly  increased  in  power ; 
but  during  the  time  I  was  in  Ireland 
there  were  no  repeated  acts  of  its 
leaders,  or  its  committees,  or  of  any- 
one of  sufficient  importance  in  it,  which 
brought  it  under  the  ban  of  the  law. 
There  are,  I  admit,  great  difficulties  in 
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proceeding  against  the  members  of  an 
association  such  as  this ;  and  I  believe 
that  during  the  three  years  in  which  1 
held  Office  it  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely hazEmlous  to  take  any  proceed- 
ings against  the  National  League,  be- 
cause there  is  nothing  more  destructive 
to,  and  calculated  to  discredit,  the  main- 
tenance of  the  law  than  the  institution 
of  a  weak  prosecution  which  breaks 
down.   I  am  not,  however,  aware  that 
there  were  any  special  provisions  in  the 
Crimes  Aot  siu^ent  to  put  down  audi 
associations  as  the  National  League. 
What  my  Government  attempted  to  do 
was  this — we  endeavoured  to  maintain 
the  law  throughout  Ireland,  and  bring 
to  justice  all  those  who  committed  of- 
fences— whether  of  intimidation  or  other- 
wise— against  the  law,  whether  they 
were  members  of  the  National  League 
or  not.   My  belief  is,  that  we  did  check 
to  a  great  extent  the  influx  of  the  Na- 
tional League,  and  that  we  did  keep 
intimidation  in  check,  though  I  admit 
that  its  existence  caused  anxiety.  For 
that  reason  I  strongly  advocated  the  re- 
enactment  of  powers  to  keep  it  in  check. 
If  the  clause  against  intimidation  were 
allowed  to  drop  I  feared  that  &e  power  of 
the  National  League  and  of  intimidation 
would  increase  to  an  enormous  extent, 
and  that  the  liberty  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  Ireland  would  be  destroyed. 
We  who  are  out  of  Office  are  not  able  to 
know  the  exact  number  of  cases  ;  but, 
from  statements  in  the  public  Press  and 
from  the  words  of  the  noble  Duke  oppo- 
site (the  Duke  of  Abercom)  and  of  the 
noble  Marquess,  I  greatly  fear  that  the 
condition  of  Ireland  with  regard  to  inti- 
midation and  "Boycotting"  is  more 
serious  than  it  has  ever  been  before ; 
and  if  this  be  so,  I  maintain  that  it 
has  increased  ten-fold  or  a  hundred- 
fold since  I  had  the  responsibility  of 
the  Irish  Government.   With  regard  to 
"Boycottti^"  having  arisen  in  con- 
nection wiu  the  Crimes  Aot,  ''Boycot- 
ting "  was  in  full  force  when  I  went  to 
Ireland.  Take  Wexford  for  an  example ; 
in  that  county  "Boycotting,"  which  had 
been  prevalent  before,  ceased  entirely 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act.    At  this 
moment  is  it  free  &om  it?   I  do  not 
yant  to  dwell  too  much  on  this  painful 
subject  of  crime.    It  is  a  very  serious 
thing  that  the  law  should  not  be  main- 
tained in  that  country,  and  it  is  essential 
that  a  policy  should  be  pursued  by  which 
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law  and  order  should  be  restored  and 
maintained  in  Ireland.  The  noblo  Mar- 
qness  referred  to  the  question  of  insta- 
bilitj ;  but  I  Tould  ask  whether  any 
greater  sign  of  instability  could  be 
ehown  than  that  the  Conservatire  Party, 
who  have  always  stood  up  and  said  that 
law  and  order  should  be  maintained, 
should  hare  rejected  the  advice  of  thoso 
who  wero  concerned  in  the  government 
of  Ireland,  and  should  havo  upset  the 
policy  of  maintaining  law  and  order  ? 
^Vllat  could  have  a  greater  effect  upon 
the  existence  of  stability  than  the  policy 
which  the  Couaervative  Party,  led  by 
tbo  noble  Marquess,  initiated  last  year? 
"When  I  consider  that  want  of  stability, 
I  olmoet  despair  of  finding  a  remedy  for 
the  groat  ovila  we  fiud  in  that  country. 
I  wish  the  noble  Marquess,  in  the  Uueon's 
Speech,  had  been  more  explicit  about 
what  he  is  going  to  do.  He  said  that  the 
reason  why  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  for  AVar  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  was  going  over  was  tliat 
they  might  have  the  advantage  of  his 
advice.  But  I  sbould  like  to  know  what 
has  been  the  advice  of  the  present  Vice- 
roy, and  of  the  present  Cfhief  Secretary, 
andwbat  has  been  the  advice  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  opposite  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  (Lord  Ashbourne)  ? 
Did  they  say  that  the  law  was  respected, 
and  that  tho  Queen's  writ  ran  through- 
out  tho  country  ?  I  think  that  the  policy 
of  tho  Qovernment  in  the  matter  is 
vague  and  undecided ;  but  I  also  think 
it  is  absolutely  essential  that  we  should 
know  precisely  from  the  Government 
what  the  actual  condition  of  the  country 
ia  as  to  outrages  and  as  to  intimidation. 
They  should  either  be  able  to  say  that 
special  legislation  was  not  necessary  for 
Ireland,  or  be  propared  with  it  at  once  if 
it  is.  I  thank  you,  my  Lords,  for  listen- 
ing to  these  remarks,  which  I  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  since  allu- 
sion was  made  to  my  administration  in 
Ireland. 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND (Lord  Ashboubne)  :  My  Lords, 
it  is  not  surprising,  having  regard  to 
the  statements  made  in  the  public  Press 
and  those  made  by  tlie  influential  depu- 
tation from  Ireland,  composed  of  all 
Parties,  that  waited  upon  my  noble 
Friend  the  Prime  Minister,  as  well  as 
those  made  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
iaaugurated  by  my  noble  Friend  (the 
Duke  of  Abeicom)|  that  that  debate 


should  largely  turn  upon  the  condition 
of  Ireland.  They  all  lead  to  a  view  of 
Ireland  which  is  not  satisfactory,  and 
which,  indeed,  has  been  described  as 
very  gloomy.  I  listened  with  earnest 
attention  to  the  interesting  speech  of 
the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition (Earl  Granville),  and  especially 
to  his  references  to  Ireland ;  I  listened 
with  attention  and  respect  to  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Earl  the  lato  Viceroy  (Karl 
Spencer).  "What  the  noble  Earl  said 
was  interesting,  and  entitled  to  the 
closest  attention  ;  but  I  venture  to  think 
that  what  he  did  not  say  is  not  en- 
tirely unworthy  of  consideration.  The 
general  condition  of  Ireland  is  one  with 
respect  to  which,  though  men  may 
differ  as  to  details,  there  is  very  little 
difference  as  to  the  way  in  which  it  is 
to  be  regarded.  The  Press  practically 
regards  it  in  only  one  way ;  and  inllueu- 
tial  deputations  of  all  Parties  havo  en- 
deavoured— not  always  with  success — 
to  address  themselves  to  the  Leaders  of 
both  Parties.  Closely  identified  with 
Ireland  as  I  am,  I  have  always  tried  to 
avoid  taking  a  desponding  view  of  my 
oounby.  I  have  always  striven,  in  every 
debate  in  which  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  take  part,  to  urge  that  the  best  pos- 
sible way,  no  matter  how  dark  may  be 
the  pi'ospect  at  the  present  time — no 
matter  how  little  room  there  may  be 
for  immediate  hope — is  to  avoid  the 
language  of  exaggeration  and  the  lan- 
guage of  panic.  Tho  condition  of  Ire- 
laud  ia  grave,  serious,  and  anxious ; 
and  I  can  use  no  words  too  strong  to 
express  the  momentous  gravity  of  the 
crisis.  The  real  questions  are — What  is 
the  present  condition  of  Ireland,  and 
what  is  the  remedy  for  that  condition  ? 
I  wish  Ireland  could  be  put  altogether 
outside  the  region  of  Party  poUtics. 
Of  course,  I  am  a  Party  man;  but  I 
have  used  this  language  in  Opposition, 
and  no  one  knows  that  better  than  the 
late  Viceroy.  The  present  condition  of 
Ireland  is,  as  I  have  said,  calculated  to 
excite  anxiety.  Intimidation  is  consi- 
derable. It  is  not  upiversal.  In  many 
parts  of  the  country  it  is  potent ;  in 
other  parts  it  is  growing.  The  National 
League  has  been  referred  to,  and  in  a 
way  which  rightly  indicates  that  it  is 
a  great  factor  in  the  present  problem  ; 
but  I  would  remind  your  Lordships  that 
it  is  not  the  growth  of  yesterday  —  its 
organization  grew  up  in  the  time  of  the 
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noble  Earl  opposite  the  late  Viceroy. 
It  succeeded  almoBt  at  once  the  Land 
Iieag^e.   I  do  not  make  these  ohserra* 
tious  for  the  purpose  of  indulging  in 
recrimination;  but  it  is  necossary  to 
bear  clearly  in  mind  that  it  is  not 
the  gTOwth  of  yesterday,  and  that 
it  did  not  come  into  existence  ^ith  the 
present  GoTemment.   The  Gtoveniment 
found  it  in  active  operation  when  they 
came  into  power.  In  June  last,  when 
my  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Oarnar- 
Ton)  succeeded  the  noble  Earl,  there 
were  over  800  branches,  and  when  the 
Crimes  Act  expired  there  were  about 
1,000.    This  greatly  operates  on  the 
movement.    I  beg  to  toll  your  Lord- 
ships what  also  operates  upon  the 
strength  of  the  movement — and  it  has 
been  alluded  to  already  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  grappled  with  very  feebly  by 
those  who  have  since  spoken  on  the  other 
side — and  that  is  the  statements  of  re- 
sponsible X^glish  Ministers.   I  venture 
to  think  that  there  never  was  a  state- 
ment more  wild,  more  reckless,  more 
mischievous,  than  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Ohilders  in  reference  to  what  would 
happen  to  tiie  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary. 
I  am  quite  aware  that  he  says  he  used 
the  word  "  police ; "  but  that  was  under- 
stood in  Ireland  as  meaning  the  Con- 
stabulary and  the  Dublin  Metropolitan 
Police — the  only  police  there.    I  think 
that  if  the  noble  Earl  the  late  Viceroy 
were  speaking  after  me,  he  would  find 
it  absolutely  impossible  not  to  endorse, 
by  his  eloquent  silence,  every  one  of 
those  adjectives.   If  there  is  any  noble 
Lord  on  the  Front  Bench  who  is  yet 
going  to  take  part  in  this  debate,  I  ven- 
ture to  think  he  will  not  use  a  word 
indicating  concurrence  in  the  suggestion 
that  any  Government,  at  any  time, 
would  be  justified  in  handing  over  the 
control  of  the  Irish  Constabulary  to  any 
other  control  than  that  which  exists. 
Mr.  Childers  is,  of  course,  an  eminent 
statesman ;  but  there  are  othor  degrees 
of  eminence.    His  words  were  compara- 
tively mildside  by'side  with  the  language 
attributed  to  the  Prime  Minister—  [  Laugh- 
fw.]— I  mean,  of  course,  the  late  Prime 
Minister.    As  long  as  the  Elections  were 
going  on,  not  a  whisper  could  be  gained 
from  Mr.  Gladstone  as  to  what  he 
thought;  and  when  he  was  appealed 
to  by  Mr.  Parnell,  in.  respectful  terms, 
to  state  what  scheme  he  would  like 
presented,  Mr.  Pamell  was  told,  in 
Tht  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 


weighty  and  dignified  langnago  from 
Scotland,  that  Mr.  Gladstone  was  not  pre- 
pared to  do  anything  of  tho  kind. 
But,  as  if  by  magic,  when  the  last 
poll  of  the  General  Election  was  over, 
the  whole  country  was  flooded  by  a 
statement,   of  considerable  precision, 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  would  be  pro- 
pared  to  discuss,  examine,  or  preaentj 
or  something  of  that  kind,  a  scheme, 
if  the  opportunity  were  afforded  him. 
I  am  told  by  the  late  Viceroy  that  Mr. 
Gladstone  has  denied,  and  is  going  to 
deny,  that.   I  do  not  attribute  to  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  any  attempt  to 
spread  these  reports;  but  certainly,  I 
must  say,  he  was  very  unfortunate  in  tho 
mode  and  method  of  his  denial.  If  I  were 
irreverent — which  I  am  not — I  would 
say  that  his  language  was  involved ;  I 
might  say  that  it  was  "  characteristic," 
whatever  that  means.   But  I  desire  to 
contrast  these  earlier  denials  with  the 
method  of  repudiation  adopted  by  Mr. 
Gladstone  within  three  days,  when  he 
refused   to  receive   a  deputation  of 
Loyalists  from  Ireland.     He  alluded 
then  to  the  charges  which  had  been 
made  as  mischievous  and  groundless. 
What  were  these  charges  7  If  he  was 
able  so  to  describe  them,  three  days 
before  the  opening  of  Parliament,  what 
was  to  prevent  him  using  these  clear 
words,   so  emphatically  contradicting 
them,  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago  ? 
However  that  may  be,  I  think  that 
good  has  come  from  the  starting  of  the 
question  ;  in  whatever  way  it  may  have 
arisen,  it  has  caused  a  preliminary  dis- 
cussion and  examination  of  the  question, 
powerful  and  exhaustive,  in  the  Press, 
and  thus  it  is  that  Parliament  is  now 
fairly  able  to  understand  this  ques- 
tion.   The  paragraph  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  in  reference  to  the  Legislative 
Union  is,  I  venture  to  say,  about  one  of 
the  clearest  that  ever  was  framed.  It 
represents  the  views  of  the  Government, 
and,  I  believe,  of  tibe  countty- ;  and  I  call 
the  attention  of  your  Lordships  to  this — 
that  not  one  syllable  has  been  heard  to 
indicate  that  it  does  not  represent  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  this  House.  The 
paragraph  is  simple ;  but  the  noble  Earl 
the  Loader  of  the  Opposition,  a  master 
of  phrases,  calls  it  "abstract."    Is  it 
meant  to  be  suggested  that  the  question 
has  not  become  a  living  question  now, 
with  86  men  returned  to  Parliament  to 
demand  hardly  anything  else  7  What, 
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then^  is  the  meanioff  of  this  Bpecious 
word  "abstract?"  It  is  a  very  good 
word,  but  it  does  not  tell  much.  But  is 
the  paragraph  trae  ?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion. The  noble  Earl  sat  down  without 
dissenting  from  a  single  word  in  that 
mragra^h ;  and  the  noblo  Earl  the  late 
Viceroyjinhis  interesting  speech,  avoided 
absolutely  oven  the  smallest  reference  to 
the  subject.  Beyond  that,  none  of  the 
noble  Lords  who  have  spoken  havo 
offered  any  ho&tile  criticism  upon  it. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  that  ?  Either 
the  noble  Earl  agrees  with  the  para- 
graph and  of  the  way  in  which  it  pro- 
sents  the  question,  or  else  he  is  afraid 
to  aT^»est  to  public  opinion  how  it  is. 
The  ody  criticism  which  we  have  heard 
has  been  with  reference  to  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  in  the  present 
Btato  of  the  country.  My  Lords,  I  am 
not  awaro  that  there  is  any  ground  for 
hostile  oritieism  in  reference  to  the 
action  of  the  Government  on  this  point. 
Tho  paragraph  in  reference  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  country  is,  in  my  opinion, 
a  true  paragraph.  It  depicts  in  no 
roseate  fane,  and  under  no  hopeful 
aspect,  what  is  the  position  of  altairs. 
It  also  indicates,  I  venture  to  think, 
with  considerable  clearness,  what  are 
the  views  of  the  Government  as  to  the 
host  way  to  copo  with  this  matter.  Tho 
intimidation  which  prevails  in  Ireland, 
wherever  it  does  exist  in  all  its  vigour, 
u  an  intimidation  which  is  not  confined 
in  its  operations  to  one  class  or  one 
creed,  but  goes  equally  against  Catholics 
aa  ^(ainst  Protestants,  against  peer  as 
against  peasant,  u^inst  merchant  as 
against  utizan.  The  agents  which  feed 
this  organization  are  sympathy  and 
terror.  The  Government  have  applied 
to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  with  all 
the  vigour  they  CQuld,  the  powers  of  the 
ordinary  law  to  put  down  this  deplorable 
system.  We  have  been  taunted  about 
the  Grimes  Act  and  the  non-renewal  of 
it.  I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
late  Government  never  stated,  until  they 
left  0£Sce,  what  particular  paragraphs  of 
the  Grimes  Act  they  had  decided  upon 
renewing,  although  they  were  asked 
over  and  over  again,  in  my  pre- 
eence,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
do  so.  The  ordinary  law — which  I 
do  not  say  is  snfiBcient— has,  however, 
under  the  wise  and  able  guidance  of  my 
noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Carnarvon), 
been  adminiattted  vitb  vigour  and  wiUi 


effect.  Although  some  of  the  effects 
of  the  operation  of  the  ordinary  law 
have  been  extremely  good,  I  do  not 
say  that  all  the  results  have  been 
what  we  could  desire.  My  noblo  Friend 
the  Prime  Ministop  was  perfectly  accu- 
rate when  he  referred  to  the  results  of 
the  Winter  Assizes,  for^the  proceedings 
there  wero  satisfactory.  Now,  it  is  ob- 
viously right,  when  there  is  a  change  in 
the  per$(mnel  o£  the  Irish  Administration, 
and  when  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  is,  with  great  public 
spirit,  about  to  apply  his  great  and 
recognized  powers  to  this  difficult  and 
somewhat  thankless  task,  that  ho  should 
be  given  an  opportunity,  in  that  great 
position  of  responsibility  which  he  will 
fill,  for  considering  closely  and  anxiously 
exactly  what  it  is  he  would  desire  to 
have  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
Parliament.  TheOovemmentareheenly, 
seriously  conscious  of  their  duty  in  re- 
ference to  Ireland.  It  is  their  re- 
solute purpose,  to  the  best  of  their 
power,  to  fulfil  it.  Ireland  must  al- 
ways be  ruled,  and  should  always  be 
ruled,  with  kindly  sympathy,  impartial 
justice,  and  unflinching  fiimness ;  it 
should  be  ruled  with  an  anxious  desire 
to  do  justice  to  Ireland — that  is,  to  all 
in  Ireland,  and  life,  property,  and 
liberty  must  be  preserved  there.  Those 
are  the  conditions  of  every  civilized 
society.  Quo  of  the  6r8t — indeed  the 
very  first — condition  of  liberty  is  that 
men  shall  bo  able  to  go  about  their 
ordinary  avocations,  and  to  discharge 
their  duties  honestly  and  fairly,  without 
fear  of  having  their  lives  placed  in 
jeopardy  or  ruin  brought  upon  their 
trade  or  bnsineBBes.  The  Government 
recognize  their  duty  in  these  difficult 
and  anxious  oiroumstances ;  and  I  trust 
that  your  Lordships  will  give  them 
credit  for  an  earnest  and  resolute  inten- 
tion to  spare  no  efl'ort  loyally  to  fulfil 
their  duty  to  the  very  best  of  their 
ability. 

The  Eabl  op  KIMBEELEY  :  My 
Lords,  there  was  oue  observation  made 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Ashbourne)  in  which  I  thoroughly 
concur,  and  that  was  when  he  stated 
that  the  Irish  Question  had  been  dis< 
cussed  far  too  much  from  a  Party  point 
of  view.  I  suppose  all  of  us  would 
desire,  if  it  were  possible,  that  our 
Party  quarrels  should  not  affect  so 
abKmgly  as  they  have  done  Irish  polioy. 
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But  what  did  tho  noble  and  learned 
Ijord  proceed  to  do  ?    Ho  proceeded 
liimaelf,  in  sentence  after  sentence,  to 
make  a  vigorous  Party  attack  on  the 
Opposition,  and  so  to  bring  into  his  dis- 
cussion of  Irish  policy  that  which  ho, 
with  singular  inconsistency,  said  ought 
to  be  removed  from  Party  warfare,  and 
b.e  contrived  to  bring  into  the  matter  as 
much  Party  animosity  as  could  be  ex- 
pected from  a  Gentleman  of  his  very 
amiable  temper.   That  is  not  the  spirit 
in  which  we  should  approach  a  crisis 
perhaps  the  most  grave  during  this 
century  in  Irish  affaire.   If  vo  do,  I 
agree  witb  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
■  that  wo  are  likely  to  do  very  little  for 
the  good  of  the  country.    Now  wo  are 
waiting  to  hear  what  is  the  policy  which 
the  Government  recommends;  and  our 
complaint  is  that  there  is  a  want  of  pre- 
cision in  tho  statements  of  the  Govern- 
ment.  Before  we  can  decide  or  agree 
about  it  we  must  know  what  that  policy  is. 
"Oh,  but,"  said  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  "look  at  our  grand  declaration 
about  the  Union " — which  my  noblo 
Friend  behind   me  (Earl  Granville) 
called  an  abstract  Eesolution.    And  so 
I  think  it  is,  because  the  point  is  not  to 
pass  some  high-sounding  Kcsolution 
that  we  are  all  in  favour  of;  the  real 
point  is  bow,  in  tho  present  condition  of 
Ireland,  with  85  Parnellite  Members  re- 
turned, with  "Boycotting"  rife  through- 
out the  country,  with  the  Crimes  Act 
lapsed,  the  withdrawal  suddenly  of  my 
noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Carnarvon), 
and  the  advent  ia  Ireland  of  a  Gentleman 
very  able  and  highly  respectable,  but 
knowing  very  little  of  Irish  affairs,  the 
Government  are  going  to  face  the  orisis. 
The  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Carnarvon) 
certainly  had  a  policy,  and  a  voiy  sin- 
gular policy  it  was.    I  listened  with 
astonishment  to  his  most  rash  and  un- 
fortunate speech,  in  which,  referring  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Government  not  to 
renew  any  of  tho  provisions  of  the  Crimes 
Act,  he  said — "I  believe,  for  my  own 
part,  that  special  legislation  of  this  sort 
IS  inexpedient/'  and  ventured  upon  the 
prophecy  that  "Ireland  will  justify  the 
conndence  which  is  shown  her  when  this 
Act  is  allowed  to  lapse."    There  the 
noble  Earl  laid  down  the  principle  that 
special  legislation  was  undesirable ;  and 
yet  six  months  after,  when  the  Elections 
are  over,  and  the  time  being  over  when, 
periiaps,  the  old  policy  was  not  so  oon- 
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venient,  and  not  so  opportune,  tho  Go- 
vernment turn  round  and  indicate  that 
the  old  form  of  action  may  have  to  be 
resorted  to.    But  it  is  useless  now  to 
look  back  upon  Irish  affairs.    What  we 
want  to  know,  as  I  have  already  said,  is, 
what  is  to  be  done?   I  gathered  from 
the  nohle  Marquess  opposite  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Salisbury)  that  it  is  necessary 
to  wait  until  Mr.  Smith  has  examinea 
the  problem  for  himself.    I  should  have 
thought  that  tho  Member  of  the  Cabinet 
who  is  Lord  Ohanoellor  of  Ireland,  who 
has  unrivalled  experionce  of  Ireland, 
might  have  been  capable  of  advising 
the  Government  in  thu  crisis.    He  has 
had  six  months  of  Of&ce,  and  has  a 
knowledge  of  Ireland  that  none  of  us 
Englishmen  possess ;  and,  under  these 
circumstances,  to  be  told  that  we  are  to 
wait  until  an  Englishman,  who  knows 
practically  nothing  about  Irish  affairs, 
goes  over  to  Ireland  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  Irish  affairs,  is  nothing 
less  than  a  confession  of  that  weakness 
and  indecision  which  HerMajeety's  pre- 
sent Advisers  were  at  one  time  so  fond 
of  denouncing.  We  ask,  and  ask  in  vain, 
what,  after  six  months'  incubation,  is  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  great  crisis?   A  more  deplorable 
confession  of  weakness  on  the  part  of  a 
Government  in  a  great  crisis  I  have  never 
heard  of  before,  and  I  hope  I  never 
shall  again.   The  business  of  the  Oppo- 
sition will  be,  when  the  Government 
clearly  show  what  their  policy  is,  to 
give  it  fair  and  just  consideration,  and, 
as  patriotic  men,  to  throw  no  impedi- 
menta in  the  way  of  its  realization  if  we 
can  approve  of  it ;  but  if  they  have  no 
steadfastness  of  pui-pose,  and  no  clear 
aim  or  object,  and  if  their  remedy  be 
such  as  we  cannot  approve,  then  it  will 
be  our  duty,  by  every  means  in  our 
power,  to  endeavour  to  replace  them  by 
a  Government  more  worthy  of  the  ap- 
proval of  the  country. 

The  LOED  PEE9IDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Oeanbhook)  :  My 
Lords,  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl 
of  Kimberley),  first  of  all,  asks  what  it  is 
the  Government  are  going  to  do  when 
they  are  proposing  exceptional  legis- 
lation  ?  Was  there  ever  heard  of  such 
a  thing— that  in  a  Qtieen's  Speech  the 
form  and  character  of  legislation  should 
be  stated  in  detail  ?  If  not,  then  the 
attack  of  the  noble  Earl,  as  regards 
ambiguity  of  language  as  to  repressire 
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legtBlatioD,  falls  to  the  ground.  The 
Doble  Earl  also  says  that  the  Members 
of  the  Government  and  the  Parnellites 
combined  to  obstruct  the  late  QoTern- 
ment  in  their  efforts  to  maiutain  law  and 
order  in  Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEIiLET :  I  never 
said  anything  of  the  kind. 

TiacouHT  CEANBEOOK :  Tho  noble 
Earl  distinctly  stated  it,  though  he  may 
not  have  meant  it.  I  oallod  the  atten- 
tion of  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
near  me  (Lord  Ashbonme)  to  the  "words 
at  the  time,  and  I  would  not  have  risen 
only  that  he  used  them. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBEELEY  :  If  the 
noble  Lord  says  diBtinetly  that  I  used 
the  words  I  will  at  once  admit  it.  But 
what  I  thought  I  said,  and  what  I  in- 
tended to  say,  was  that  when  tho  late 
CK)Temment  were  struggling  to  maintain 
law  and  order  in  Ireland  they  had  to 
deal  with  a  strong  OpjMsition  in  con- 
junction with  the  Famellites. 

ViscoDMT  CEANBEOOK:  Does  the 
noble  Earl  think  that  on  no  conceivable 
occasion  are  men  of  different  Parties  to 
oppose  a  OoTomment  when  they  differ 
with  it  on  any  particular  question?  I 
widi  to  deny  mo&t  emphatically  that 
there  has  been  any  such  alliance  as  the 
noblo  Earl  imputes  between  the  Par- 
nellites  and  the  late  Opposition.  I  say 
that  it  was  the  alienation  of  the  Par- 
nellites  from  you  in  consequence  of  what 
you  call  your  endeavour  to  support  law 
and  order,  and  not  their  affection  for  us, 
that  made  them  oppose  you.  And  as 
to  how  the  Famellites  voted  at  the  Elec- 
tions, if  the  question  came  to  be  ex- 
amined, it  would  be  found  that  they 
Toted  in  ae  many  cases  against  us  as  for 
lu.  Hy  Lords^  it  is  a  moat  remarkable 
tiling  that  those  who  stand  up  so  strongly 
for  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  are  always 
the  first  to  cry  out  how  persons  voted ; 
and  yet,  without  a  Bcrafiny,  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  determine.  The 
GloTemment  of  this  country  admits 
its  deep  responsibility.  It  is,  first  of 
all,  responsible  for  protecting  men  in 
the  exercise  of  their  rights ;  and  I 
invite  the  criticism  which  the  noble 
Earl  has  promised  us  on  o.ur  policy  if 
our  measures  are  inadequate  for  that 
purpose.  Should  our  measure  be  not  a 
sufficient  or  good  one,  then  let  them 
dismiss  us ;  but  if  it  should  prove  to  the 
contrary,  and  if  we  bring  in  measures 
adequate  to  the  occaaion,  I  hope  we  may 


rely  on  you  to  support  us  in  endeavour- 
ing to  put  down  oi^nized  resistance  to 
law  and  order. 

The  Earl  of  LEITEIM  said,  that  tho 
question  of  the  maintenance  of  law  and 
orderinlrolandfuUydeserved  the  serious 
consideration  it  had  received  that  even- 
ing from  their  Lordships.  He  thought, 
however,  that  a  little  more  might  have 
been  said  upon  the  good  that  was  in  the 
country,  and  tliat  it  was  unfortunate 
Her  Majesty's  Speech  had  not  contained 
a  distinct  acousation  in  that  direction. 
The  good  in  Ireland  did  not  seem  to 
him  to  be  likely  to  be  developed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemment  in  the  way  it 
ought  to  be.  For  instance,  the  refer- 
ence in  Her  Majesty's  Speech  to  the 
question  of  Local  Government  in  that 
country  was  in  the  most  indistinct  terms. 
The  words  were — 

"  A  measure  for  tbe|,B6fona  of  County  Go- 
Termneut  in  Ireland  is  also  in  preparation." 

Now,  that  was  in  striking  contrast  to 
the  preceding  words  of  the  same  para- 
graph, which  said— 

"  Billa  will  be  submitted  to  you  for  transfer- 
ring to  K^resentatiTeOouneila  in  the  Counties 
of  Great  Britain  looal  business  which  is  now 
transacted  by  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions 
and  other  authorities." 

So  far  as  his  knowledge  of  local  go- 
vernment in  Great  Britain  extwded,  his 
belief  distinctly  was  that  it  was  far 
better  and  far  more  thorough  and  fairer 
as  regarded  the  taxpayer  than  local 
government  in  Ireland.  The  Grand  Jury 
Laws  in  Ireland,  for  instance,  were  per- 
fectly indefensible,  and  formed  a  stand- 
ing danger  to  the  country.  These  laws, 
as  they  now  existed,  merely  represented 
the  landowning  dosses.  Tne  fiscal 
powers  exercised  by  the  Grand  Jurios 
were  enormous ;  while  tHe  cesspayer,  who 
was  really  the  occupier,  was  completely 
outnumbered  at  the  Presentment  SeS' 
sions.  Various  powers  had  been  con- 
ferred on  the  Grand  Juries  since  they 
were  first  established— such  as  the 
power  to  guarantee  railways  and  tram- 
ways at  Presentment  Sessions.  The 
powers  exercised  by  the  Presentment 
Sessions,  under  the  Tramways  Act  of 
Lord  Spencer,  were  exceedingly  dan- 
gerous. The  cesspayer  was  by  no  means 
represented,  and  yet  the  Grand  Jury 
had  the  power,  subject  certainly  to  ap- 
peal, of  taxing  them,  it  might  be  in 
perpetuity,  for  a  tramway  which  might 
be  of  no  use  to  them  at  all.   He  be* 
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lieved  that  eounty  governmont  was  much 
desired  by  a  largo  and  important  riass 
in  Ireland,  and  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  introducing  a  measure  for  t)te 
purpose.  A  very  remarkable  letter  ap- 
peared in  The  I'imes  somo  time  ago  from 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  with  regard  to  the 
remedies  which  should  be  adopted  in 
Ireland,  He  contended,  in  that  com- 
munication, that  the  grievanoes  of  the 
conntnr  were  due->-first,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  people  from  any  share  in  the 
management  of  their  affairs ;  and, 
secondly,  to  the  continuation  in  Dublin 
of  a  centralized  Government,  alleged  to 
be  out  of  touch  with  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament, the  British  Oabinet,  and  the 
Ixieh  people  alike.  Kr.  Lloyd  went  on 
to  express  an  opinion  that  tho  creation 
of  elective  County  Boards,  with  powers 
of  taxation,  would  afford  a  basis  giving 
ample  ecopo  for  the  growth  of  political 
life.  He  (the  Earl  of  Leitrim)  believed 
with  the  writer  that  in  that  direction  it 
was  posnble  to  mitigate  some  of  the 
evils  that  existed  in  Ireland ;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  it  was  quite  within  the  natural 
aspirations  of  the  Irish  people  that  they 
should  be  able  to  control  their  locu 
affairs  in  the  counties,  and  manage  that 
taxation  which  th^  were  called  upon  to 
pay.  In  connectton  with  that  there 
must  come,  undoubtedly,  the  abolition 
of  the  Viceroyalty,  which  was  quite  out 
of  date  and  out  of  consonance  with  the 
feelings  of  the  country,  both  high  and 
low.  AVhile  ready  to  grant  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  any  powers  that 
might  be  necessary  for  repressing  crime, 
and  bringing  Ireland  to  a  better  state, 
it  was,  to  his  mind,  imperatively  neces- 
sary that  a  measure  of  local  government 
should  bo  introduced. 

Lord  WATENEY  said,  that  there 
was  no  doubt  that  crime  and  outrage 
was  increasing  in  Ireland  at  a  rate  of 
which  few  of  their  Lordships  had  any 
conception.  He  was  accustomed  to 
watch  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide ;  and 
he  asserted  that  in  the  past  month  the 
greater  part  of  Ireland  had  gone  back 
a  whole  year  in  its  neglect  of  duty.  It 
was  for  the  Government  to  say  whether 
that  state  of  things  should  continue. 
They  might  judge  how  matters  were 
when  they  found  that  in  Ulster  Liberals 
and  Conservatives  had  been  brought  to 
act  together;  and  in  his  opinion  it  would 
be  well  if  tMs  truce  of  Parties  were  not 
only  maintained,  but  extended.  Judging 

Sari  of  Lntrm 


from  theso  indications,  he  thought  he 
was  justified  in  complaining  that  there 
was  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  the 
merest  general  indication  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  their  intention  pro- 
bably to  deal  with  tiiat  serious  state  of 
affairs. 

Address  agreed  to,  nemine  dittmlientej 
and  ordered  to  bo  presented  to  Her 
Majesty  by  the  Lords  with  White 
Staves. 

CHAIRMAK  OP  COMMITTEES. 

The  Earl  of  ^dxsdais  appointed, 
nemtM  ttutentiente,  to  take  the  Chair  in 
all  Committees  of  this  House  for  this 
Session. 

COUUXTTEB     FOB     PalVILEGES  —  Ap- 

pointed. 

SUB-COMUETTBH  IVB  TUB  JoUBNALS— 

Appointed. 

Appeal  Couuhtbe — Appointed. 

Hecefvess  and  Tbyees  07  Fatitzohs 
— ^Appointed. 

SCOTLAKD— ELECTION  OF  REPRE- 
SENTATIVE PEERS.— MINUTES 
OF  MEETING. 

The  lord  CHANOELLOB  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  Parliaments  had  received  (by  post) 
fi«m  the  Lord  Clerk  Begister  of  Scot- 
land, the  minutes  of  the  meeting  held 
on  the  10th  of  December  last  of  the 
Peers  of  Scotland  for  the  election  of 
their  representatives  to  sit  and  vote  in 
the  ensuing  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom;  and  also,  Return  by  the  Lord 
Clerk  Register  of  Scotland  concerning 
Titles  of  Peerages  called  at  the  said 
meeting,  in  right  of  which  respectively 
no  vote  had  been  received  and  counted 
for  fifty  years  last  past  as  at  the  date  of 
the  said  meeting:  The  same  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PAUBH  CHUBOHES  BILL  [h.L.*] 

A  Bill  to  declare  and  eoaot  the  law  as  to  the 
righti  of  parishioners  in  reepoct  of  their  parish 
churdhes— Waa  preiented  by  The  Lord  Bishop 
of  Fbtibbobouqh  ;  read  1'.   (No.  fi.) 

House  a4iotimed  at  Eight  o'clock, 
till  to-morrow,  a  qoartor  past 
sowc  o'olook. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 


The  House  met  at  hall  after  One  of 
the  clock. 

Message  to  attend  Her  Majesty  ;— 

The  House  went and  having  ro- 
tnmed; — 

Several  Members  took  and  Bubsoribed 
the  Oath. 

PRIVIUBGE8. 

Ordered,  That  a  Oommittee  of  ^ivi- 
l^B  be  appointed. 

OUTLAWRIES  BILL. 

Bill  "  for  the  more  effeotnol  prevent- 
ing (^andestine  Oatlamiea,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

IIEW  "WTUTS  ISSUED. 

For  Croydon,  v.  Sir  William  Grantham, 
knight,  one  of  the  JuBtices  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's High  Court  of  Justice. 

For  Armagh  County  (Mid  Division), 
V.  John  M'Kane,  nquire,  deceased. 

For  Edinburgh  (South  Division),  p. 
Sir  George  Harrison,  knight,  deceased. 

DOmZE  RETURNS. 


COUNTY  OF  MONAGHAN  (NORTHERN 
DIVISION)  AND  COUNTY  OF  DERRY 
(SOUTHERN  DIVISION). 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  aoc[uainted  the  House 
that  be  had  received  a  Letter  ^m 
Timothy  M.  Healy,  esquire,  returned  as 
a  Member  for  the  County  of  Monaghan 
(Northern  Division),  end  for  the  County 
of  Derry  (Southern  Division),  making 
his  election  to  serve  for  South  Derry; 
and  the  eaid  Letter  was  read  as  fol- 
loweth: — 

21  /sH.  1886. 

ay. 

Swtin$  bent  reflated  for  Jforth  Monaghan 
and  South  Berry,  I  btg  U  uig  that  I  etcct  to  tit 
for  SotHA  Xfnry. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  obtdiaU  Servant, 
TUJUfhi  BoHitt.  T.  jr.  SSALT. 


COUNTY  OF  CARLOW  AND  BOROUGH 
OF  DUBLIN  (ST.  STEPHEN'S  GREEN 
DIVISION). 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  House 
that  he  had  reoeired  a  Letter  from 
E.  Dwyer  Gray,  esquire,  returned  as  a 
Member  for  the  County  of  Carlow  and 
for  the  Borough  of  Dublin  (St.  Stephen's 
Green  DivisioiOf  making  his  election  to 
serve  for  the  Borough  of  Dublin  (St. 
Stephen's  Ghreen  Division) ;  and  the 
said  Letter  was  read  as  followeth : — 

Jany.  iUt,  1886. 

Sir, 

Saving  betn  returned  for  the  St.  Siephen'e 
Cfreen  Divition  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  alto 
for  Carlow,  I  bey  to  tay  that  I  eleet  to  lit  for[  the 
former  Ootutittutuy. 

Jam,  Sir, 

Tourt  faithfully. 
The  Sight  Son.  £.  LJFTISS  OSAY. 

The  Speaker. 

NOTICE  OF  RESOLUTIONS. 


PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  —  NEW  RULES  OF  PRO- 
CEDURE. 

The  OHANOELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hioes-Beaoh)  :  I 
wish  to  give  Notice  that,  on  the  eonolu- 
sion  of  the  debate  on  the  Address  in 
reply  to  Her  Majesty's  Most  (Gracious 
Speech,  I  intend  to  propose  certain  Be- 
Bolutions  relating  to  the  Procedure  of 
the  House ;  and,  having  regard  to  the 
nature  of  Uie  subject  and  the  precedent 
which  was  adopted  in  1882,  I  propose 
to  ask  the  House  to  afford  io  us  faci- 
lities for  the  continued  discussion  and 
the  determination  of  these  Besolufions, 
subject,  of  course,  to  the  intervention  of 
any  specially  important  or  urgent  Busi- 
ness. I  intend  to  place  a  copy  of  the 
Eesolutions  which  I  propose  to  move  on 
the  Table  this  evening. 

NOTICE  OF  AMENDMENTS. 


THE  QUEEN'S  SPEECH— ADDEES8  TO 
HER  MAJESTY. 
Me.  JESSE  COLLINGS  gave  No- 
tice that  he  would  move  the  following 
Amendment  to  the  Address : — 

After  th«  word  "tranriflnt,"  in  th«  10th 
paxagnpb,  ftdd— "  Bot  this  Sfoiisa  ImmUy  ex- 
^eiiM  ilB  regret  thst  no  nuanra  we  tmunmced 


Digitized  by 


87  Address  in 


{COMMONS}  Antwer  to  Her  88 


ly  Her  Majesty  for  tbo  present  relief  of  tlieae 
classes,  and  especially  for  affording  facilities  to 
the  agricultural  labourers  and  others  in  tho 
ruml  districts  to  obtain  allotments  and  small 
holdings  on  equitable  terms  aa  to  rent  and  se- 
curity of  tenure. " 

Mb.  J.  "W.  BARCLAY  gave  Notice 
tliat  he  would  more  an  Amendment  to 
tho  Address— 

To  insert,  after  tho  word  "Agriculture,"  in 
tho  10th  paragraph,  the  words  "  and  bumhly  to 
ro^rment  the  pressing  neccaaty  for  securing 
vithout  delay  to  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  such 
conditions  of  tenure  as  will  aid  and  encourage 
them  to  moot  tho  new  and  trying  circumstances 
in  which  the  Agricalturo  of  the  Country  is 
placed." 

Mb.  hunter  gave  Notice  that  he 
would  move  an  Amendment  to  the  Ad- 
dress— 

At  end  of  tho  5th  paragraph,  add—"  But  this 
Bouse  humbly  expresses  to  Her  Majesty  their 
regret  that  the  Revenues  of  India  have  been 
applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  tho  military 
operations  carried  on  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ava, 
without  the  consent  of  Parliament  as  required 
by  'The  GoTemment  (rf  India  Act,  1858.*^" 

NEW  WRITS  ISSUED. 

For  Carlow  County,  e.  Edmond  Dwyer 
Gray,  esquire,  who,  having  been  re- 
turned as  a  Member  for  the  said  County 
of  Oarlow,  and  also  for  the  Borough  of 
Dublin  (St.  Stephen's  Green  Divieion), 
hath  elected  to  sit  for  the  Borough  of 
Dublin  (St.  Stephen's  Green  Division). 

For  Monagh,an  County  (Northern  Di- 
vision), V.  Timothy  M.  Ilealy,  esquire, 
who,  having  been  returned  as  a  Mem- 
ber for  the  said  County  of  Monaghan 
(Northern  Division),  and  also  for  the 
County  of  Derry  (Southern  Division), 
hath  elected  to  sit  for  tho  County  of 
Dorry  (Southern  Diriaion). 

THE  QUEEN'S  SPEECH. 
Mb.  speaker  rep<^tei  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech,  made  by  Her  Chancellor, 
and  read  it  to  the  House. 

address  in  answer  to  her 
majesty's  most  qracious  speech, 
[fibst  night.] 

VisoouNT  GUEZON  (who  wore  the 
uniform  of  a  Yeomanry  ofBcer)  said : 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  rising  to  move  the 
Address  in  reply  to  the  Gracious  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  I  trust  that  I  may 
obtain  the  forbearance  and  the  indul- 
gence that  are  invariably  granted  to 
a  new  Member  who  endeavours  to  dis- 
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chorgo  the  honourable  duty  which  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  this  day. 

In  the  course  of  the  Speech,  which 
has  just  been  read  to  the  House,  it  will 
be  noticed  that  the  early  paragraphs  of 
it  contain  reference  to  foreign  affairs. 
In  the  first  place,  I  feel  sure  that  hon. 
Members  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that 
the  groat  differences  which  divided  the 
Governments  of  England  and  Russia 
for  some  time  have  been  settled,  and 
that  an  adjustment  of  those  differences 
has  been  arrived  at,  through  tho  honour' 
able  ooncession  by  Russia  of  certain 
territory  on  the  botindary  of  Afghan- 
istan, important  to  the  Ameer,  but 
which  was  at  that  time  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Russian  troops,  and  the  pos- 
session of  which  had  been  guaranteed 
to  the  Ameer  by  the  late  Government. 
At  the  same  time,  I  would  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  firmness  of  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury  in  pressing  for  what  was  right 
and  fair,  and  for  what  he  thought  this 
countiy  had  a  just  claim  to.  The  Mar- 
quess of  Salisbury,  when  he  took  Office, 
was  bound  to  recognize  everything  in 
regard  to  which  the  word  of  England 
was  pledged.  He  loyally  accepted  the 
situation,  and  made  the  beat  out  of  it 
that  lie  could.  Since  that  time  it  is 
highly  satisfactory  to  know  that  the 
demarcation  of  the  frontier  had  been 
proceeded  with  in  a  friendly  spirit  until 
winter  stopped  all  operations  for  a  time. 
The  most  cordial  relations  have  existed 
between  tho  English  and  the  Russian 
Commissioners,  and  I  feel  convinced 
that  the  House  will  willingly  re-echo 
Her  Majesty's  hopes  that  the  peace 
which  has  been  established  in  Asia  will 
be  long  continued. 

Secondly,  with  regard  to  Eastern 
Roumelia,  the  features  of  tho  rising 
thero,  as  hou.  Members  will  recollect, 
were,  primarily,  its  unanimity,  and, 
secondly,  that  no  bloodshed  attended  it. 
It  appears  to  have  been  practically  the 
unanimous  expression  of  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  that  cotmfry 
to  incorporate  their  Kingdom  with  that 
of  Bulgaria.  I  need  notr  remind  hon. 
Members  that  circumstances  have  very 
much  changed  since  the  Treaty  of  Ber- 
lin. There  seems  to  have  been  a  una- 
nimous desire  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Eastern  Roumelia  that  tho 
arrangements  made  by  that  Treaty  af- 
fecting them  should  be  re-opened.  After 
the  outbreak  of  last  October,  it  will  be 
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understood,  I  tfaink,  that  it  would  have 
been  perfectly  impossible,  even  if  any- 
one had  deured  it,  to  retnm  to  the 
«te/iH  quo  ante  without  the  nee  of  force, 
which  must  have  led  to  great  disturbance 
and  bloodshed,  and  possibly  to  grare 
embarrassment.  I  think  that  we  must 
all  lament  the  attack — nay,  more,  the 
fratricidal  struggle — initiated  by  Servia 
on  Bulgaria,  and  I  feel  equally  confident 
that  we  must  deprecate  any  similar 
wanton  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Greece.  The  fate  of  the  Servian  attack 
will,  I  trust,  act  as  a  warning  to  that 
nationality,  which  has  ever  had  a  large 
share  of  English  sympathy.  May  I  also 
be  permitted  to  add  that  I  am  glad  Her 
Majesty's  QoTemment  bare  recognized 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  rights 
of  the  Sultan.  So  far  from  the  integrity 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire  being  an  ex- 
ploded  doctrine,  I  very  humbly  submit 
to  the  House  that  there  is  a  general  and 
growing  opinion  amongst  nearly  all  the 
Great  Powers  of  Europe  that  on  the 
maintenance  of  that  integrity  rests  the 
best  chance  of  the  peace  of  Europe 
being  secured. 

The  House  will  observe  with  satis- 
faction that  a  very  considerable  amount 
of  success  has  attended  the  Mission  of 
Sir  Henry  Drummond  "Wolff  to  Con- 
stantinople and  Egypt.  I  feel  sure  it 
must  be  a  matter  of  regret  to  many  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  that  the  House 
has  not  the  advantage  of  bis  presence. 
It  will,  however,  be  no  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  those  who  are  well  acquainted 
with  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
East,  and  his  ezperionoe  of  diplomacy, 
to  know  that  be  has  been  able  to  secure 
the  effective  co-operation  of  the  Sultan 
in  the  difficult  task  of  restoring  order  in 
Egypt,  where  for  the  last  four  years 
there  has  been  so  much  disorder  and  so 
much  auxiety,  financial  and  other- 
wise. In  connection  with  this  matter 
the  House  will  probably  be  justified  in 
commencing  to  entertain  reasonable 
hopes  that  in  the  course  of  time  Eng- 
land may  look  forward  to  bein^  relieved 
of  the  burden  and  responsibility  which 
are  now  entailed  on  her  by  her  occupa- 
tion of  that  country. 

With  regard  to  the  paru^aph  in  the 
Oracioiu  Speech  of  Her  Majesty  an- 
nonncing  the  Burmese  War  and  the 
annexation  of  that  country  to  the  Bri- 
tish Empire,  I  feel  that  very  probably 
it  would  be  well  that  the  House  should 


defer  any  disoussioo  upon  the  subject 
until  hon.  Members  have  had  time  to 
read  the  somewhat  bulky  Bine  Book 
which  has  been  placed  on  the  Table  of 

the  Houee  to-day.  In  parting  with  the 
subject  I  would  merely  draw  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  conduct  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  has  been  patient  and 
tolerant  to  the  last  degree  towards  the 
King  of  Burmah  ever  since  his  accession. 
Although  it  cannot  possibly  be  a  matter 
for  unmixed  congratulation  that  the 
cares  and  anxieties  of  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment should  be  still  further  added 
to,  nevertheless  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  protecting  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  British  subjects  and  the  honour 
and  credit  of  the  fhnpire,  have  been  so 
systematiofmy  violated  by  the  Burmese 
Gorernment,  that,  in  my  opinion,  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemment  were  left  no 
choice  other  than  the  action  which  they 
have  taken.  I  feel  certain,  Sir,  that  the 
House  and  the  country  generally  will 
wUlingly  and  heartily  re-echo  the  gra- 
cious sentiments  expressed  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty the  Queen  with  regard  to  the 
valour  of  the  troops  in  Burmah.  Once 
more  the  soldiers  of  the  Queen  have 
shown  what  they  can  do ;  and  I  feel 
that  the  gallantry  and  effectiveness  dis- 
played by  all  ranks  of  the  Army  in  Bur- 
mah are  worthy  of  the  unanimous  appro- 
bation of  the  House  and  the  country. 

Passing  on  to  the  consideration  of 
Home  affairs,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
reform  of  Local  CKnremment  occupies  a 
mominent  place  in  the  Boyal  Speech. 
Representing,  as  I  do,  one  of  me  di- 
visions of  an  ancient  and  historic 
county,  I  am  the  more  sensible  that 
the  time  has  now  come  when  consider- 
able changes  are  desired  in  the  method 
of  transacting  county  business  by  a 
great  majority  of  the  people.  I  feel 
that  until  thoroughly  representative 
Local  Bodies  aro  formed  in  the  localities 
it  will  be  useless  to  expect  that  any 
sound  and  satisfactory  reforms  can  take 
place  in  the  incidence  of  local  taxation. 

With  regard  to  the  announcement  of 
the  Government  that  it  is  their  intenti<m 
to  deal  with  the  system  of  the  transfer 
of  land,  I  am  rery  glad  indeed  that  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  have  fulfilled  their 
promises ;  because  I  cannot  but  think 
that  an  easy  and  cheap  transfer  of  land 
would  lai^ly  increase  the  number  of 
freeholders,  and  relieve  the  owners  of 
land  from  many  charges  which  now  fall 
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upon  them  for  oonTeyanoing.  I  Iuitb 
every  confldence  that  the  measure,  vhen 
introduoed,  will  be  a  sound  and  satia- 
faotory  one,  imbued,  as  it  probably  will 
be,  witli  the  princit^es  and  ideas  of  the 
late  Earl  Oaims,  who,  among  many  dis- 
tingttUhed  lawyws,  was  the  only  oon- 
Bpiouoos  Land  Law  reformer  of  the  pre- 
sent day. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  inten- 
tion of  tho  Government  to  invite  tho 
House  of  Commons  to  reconsider  its 
Procedure.  I  feel  that  it  would,  indeed, 
be  presumptuous  of  me  if  I  were  to  do 
more  than  offer  a  parting  remark  upon 
a  question  of  bo  much  difficulty. 

In  regard  to  the  passages  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  which  deal  with  the  affairs 
and  condition  of  Ireland,  the  Irish  Ques- 
tion, naturally  enough,  excites  at  the 
present  time  a  great  deal  of  interest 
and  attention  in  the  minds  of  the  in- 
habitants  of  Great  Britain.  Now,  for 
myself,  I  think  that  a  fair  and  a  proper 
view  to  take  of  this  matter  is  not  to 
judge  Ireland  by  any  abstract  standard 
of  peace  and  order;  but  she  must  be 
judged  by  the  various  circumstances 
connected  with  her  history  and  race,  and 
the  position  of  her  inhabitants,  and  not 
judged  too  harshly.  Although  there  is 
mu^  going  on  in  that  country  that  we 
must  all  most  sincerely  deplore,  I  may 
add  a  very  earnest  hope  that  there  will 
soon  bea  sound  and  a  satisfactory  change. 
There  is  nothing,  so  far  as  I  know — at 
all  events,  until  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  spoken — which  can  compare 
with  tho  events  that  took  place  in  1881 
and  1882,  or  which  shows  proof  of  a 
weaker  administration  on  the  part  of 
the  Irish  Executive.  That,  however,  is, 
of  ootuse,  no  justification  for  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things.  There  is  that 
going  on  in  Ireland  which  must  be  put 
an  end  to.  The  preservation  of  life  and 
property,  a  due  regard  for  legal  obliga- 
tions, and  the  free  exercise  of  private 
rights  should  be  the  primary  considera- 
tions of  the  Government.  In  the  de- 
termination to  insure  a  proper  regard 
for  these  considerations,  I  feel,  from 
the  prompt  and  efifootive  language  of 
the  Boyal  Speech,  that  we  may  place 
every  confidence  in  Her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Qovemment.  May  I  venture  to 
express  a  hope  that  the  House  will  give 
to  the  state  of  things  that  may  be  laid 
before  it  a  fair  and  impartial  considera- 
tion.  I  feel  that  it  is  the  unanimous 
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desire  of  all  Parties  to  promote  in  every 
way  the  happiness  and  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland.  Equally  convinced  am  I  that 
there  is  a  growing  and  overwhelming 
oonsenaus  of  opinion  in  favour  of  tke 
maintfflianoe  of  the  Parliamenta^TJnion 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 
and  I  cannot  kelp  thinking  that  the 
House  will  hail  with  the  very  deepest 
satisfaction  the  dear  and  ringing  terms 
of  the  Queen's  Speech.  I  am  convinced 
that  it  is  only  under  the  peaceful  pro- 
tection of  the  Union  that  the  strength 
and  safety  of  the  Empire,  the  progress 
of  the  two  peoples,  and  the  real  happi- 
ness of  Ireland  can  be  secured. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  conclusion, 
while  I  beg  leave  to  read  the  Address 
to  tho  House,  let  me  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  the  House  for  the 
generous  attention  and  kindness  with 
which  it  has  listened  to  the  remarks  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make — a  kmd- 
nesB  and  on  attention  which  I  appre- 
ciate all  the  more  as  being  one  of  the 
highest  marks  of  regard  the  Hondo  ol 
C!ommonB  can  confer  upon  one  of  its 
Members.  I  now  beg  leave,  Sir,  to 
read  the  Address  in  answer  to  theHoyal 
Speech.  The  noble  Viscount  then  con- 
cluded by  moving— 

"Tliat  an  hnmUe  Addrssa  be  presented  to 
Her  Majesty,  to  thank  Her  Hiy'eBty  for  the 
Moat  Gracioiii  Speech  which  Her  Majoaty  has 
addressed  to  "both  Houses  of  Farliamont : 

**  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  inform- 
ing OS  that  Her  Majesty's  relations  with  other 
Powers  continue  to  be  of  a  friendly  character  : 

"To  thank  Her Majeatyfor informing ns that 
the  difference  which  existed,  wheu  Her  Majflrty 
last  addressed  ua,  between  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
vemment  and  that  of  Bussia,  on  the  subject  of 
the  boundaries  of  Afghanistan,  has  been  sa^- 
factorily  a^josted,  and  that  in  pnmanoe  of  a 
Convention  which  will  be  laid  before  us,  the 
English  and  Busaon  Commisaooers,  with  the 
full  conourrenoo  of  Her  Majesty's  ally,  the  A.nur 
of  Afghanistan,  have  been  engaged  in  demar- 
cating the  frontier  of  that  oountry.  To  aasore 
Her  Majesty  that  weleam  with  satisfaction  that 
Her  Mujesty  trusts  that  their  wotk  may  tend  to 
secure  the  continoance  of  peace  in  Central 
Asia : 

"  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  inform- 
ing us  that  a  riang  in  Eastern  Koomelia  has 
given  expresdon  to  tho  deuro  of  tho  inhabitants 
for  a  change  in  the  political  arrangements  onder 
which  they  wore  placed  by  the  Treaty  of  Ber- 
lin, and  that  Her  Majesty's  oltjeo^  fn  the 
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nogotiations  vhioh  have  f oUowedt  lias  been  to 
bring  them,  according  to  their  wish,  vnder  the 
rnla  of  the  Prince  of  Bnlgaria,  vlule  maintain- 
ing animpaired  the  essential  righta  of  His  Im- 
perial Mtgesty  the  Saltan : 

**To  thank  Her  Hajeity  tat  infonning  oa 
that  under  a  CJonTention,  concluded  with  the 
Ottoman  Forte,  Commissioaera  have  been  ap- 
pointed  on  behalf  of  England  and  Turkey  to 
confer  with  His  Highnera  the  Ehedire,  and  to 
nport  apon  the  moasnreB  reqoired  for  eecaring 
the  defence  of  Eg>-pt  and  the  stability  and  effi- 
cien<7  of  the  GoTemment  in  that  country  : 

"  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Miyeaty  for  inform, 
isg  ns  that  greatly  to  Her  regret,  Her  Uajeflty 
was  compelled  in  the  month  of  November  to  de- 
clare war  against  Thecbaw  the  King  of  Ava ; 
that  acta  of  "bostility  on  hia  part  against  Ilor 
Majesty's  aubjecta  and  the  interests  of  Her  Ha- 
josty's  Empire  had,  since  hia  accession,  been 
deUberate  and  continaous ;  that  these  had 
neceamtated  the  withdrawal  of  Her  Majosty's 
Bepreatoitativo  from  his  Court;  and  that  Her 
&Iaje&ty'A  demands  for  redress  were  ayatomati- 
eally  evaded  and  disregarded.  To  t^ank  Her 
U^jeaty  for  informing  ns  that  an  attempt  to 
omfiscate  the  property  of  Her  Majesty's  aab- 
jects  trading  under  agreement  in  hia  dominiona, 
and  a  refosal  to  settle  the  dispute  by  arbitra- 
tion, convinced  Her  SbjMty  that  the  protection 
of  British  life  and  property,  and  the  cessation  of 
dangerooa  anarchy  in  Upper  Bnrmah,  conld 
only  be  effected  by  force  of  arms.   To  assure 
Her  Majesty  that  we  learn  with  satisfaction  that 
the  gallantry  of  Her  Majeaty's  European  and 
Indian  Foroea  under  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
Harry  Frendergaat,  rapidly  brought  the  country 
nnder  Her  Ibjea^a  power.  And  humbly  to 
tbank  Her  Ki^esty  for  infonniog  as  that  Her 
K^eaty  has  deddod  that  the  most  certain 
moQiod     ensaring  peace  and  order  in  those 
r^ions  is  to  be  found  in  the  permanent  in- 
otnporation  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ava  with  Her 
Majesty's  Empire : 

•*To  thank  Her  Majesty  for  informing  ns 
that  the  time  whioh  has  elapsed  aince  Her  Ma- 
jesty assumed  the  direct  Government  of  India 
makes  it  deairable  that  the  operation  of  the 
Statutest  by  whioh  that  change  was  effected, 
ahonld  be  carefully  inveatigatod,  and  for  com- 
wmnitiwg  this  important  matter  to  our  earnest 
attention: 

"  To  assure  Her  Majesty  that  we  le&m  with 
satiafaetion  that  a  protracted  negotiation  re- 
specting the  rights  of  the  Republic  of  France 
on  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland  under  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht  has  been  brought  to  a  satisfactory 
ooDcliuimi  by  an  Agreement  which  will  be  laid 


before  ua  and  before  the  Legislature  of  New- 
foundland aa  Boon  as  it  assembles,  and  that  an 
Agreement  has  also  been  made  with  Spain, 
securing  to  this  Country  all  commercial  rights 
gnwted  to  Oermany  in  the  Caroline  Islands : 

"  Hnmbly  to  thank  Her  Ht^oa^  for  informing 
us  that  onr  consent  will  be  asked  to  Ijegislative 
Measures  rendered  necessary  by  a  Convention 
on  the  subject  of  International  Copyright,  to 
which  Her  Majesty  has  agreed : 

"Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  informing 
ua  that  the  Estimates  for  the  Expenditure  of 
the  ensuing  year,  which  have  been  framed  with 
a  due  regard  of  efficiency  and  economy,  will  be 
submitted  to  ua : 

"To  assure  Her  Majesty  that  weleam  with 
regret  that  no  material  improvement  can  be 
noted  itt  the  condition  of  Trade  or  Agrioolture 
and  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  informing  ua 
that  Her  Majesty  feela  the  deepest  sympathy 
for  the  great  number  of  persona,  in  many  voca- 
tions of  life,  who  are  suffering  under  a  pressure 
which  Hor  Majesty  trusts  will  prove  to  bo 
transient : 

*' Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  informing 
U8  ^t  Her  Majesty  has  seen  with  deep  sonow 
the  renewal,  since  Her  K^jesty  last  addressed 
ns,  of  the  attempt  to  excite  the  People  of  Ire- 
land to  hostilify  against  the  Legislative  Union 
between  that  Country  and  Great  Britain  :  that 
Her  Majesty  is  resolutely  opposed  to  any  dis- 
turbance of  that  fundamental  Law,  and  that  in 
reaiating  it  Hor  Majesty  is  convinced  that  Her 
Majesty  will  be  heartily  supported  by  Her  Par- 
liament and  Her  People : 

*'  To  thank  Her  Majesty  for  informing  tu 
that  the  socnal  no  less  than  the  material  con- 
dition of  that  Country  ongagea  Her  anxioua 
attention  ;  that,  although  there  has  been  during 
the  last  year  no  marked  increase  of  aerious 
crime,  there  is  in  many  places  a  concerted 
resistance  to  the  enforcement  of  legal  obliga- 
tions ;  and  that  Hor  Majesty  regrets  that  the 
practice  of  organised  intimidation  continues  to 
exist.  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Majesty  for  in- 
forming us  that  Her  Majesty  has  caused  every 
exertion  to  be  used  for  the  detection  and 
punishment  of  those  crimes ;  that  no  effort  will 
be  spared  on  the  part  of  Her  Mi^esty's  Go- 
vernment to  protect  Her  Irish  subjects  in  the 
exercise  of  their  legal  righta,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  individual  liberty,  and  that  if,  as  Her 
Majosty's  information  leads  Hor  to  apprehend, 
the  existing  provisions  of  the  Law  shoiUd  prove 
to  bo  inadequate  to  cope  with  these  growing 
evila,  Her  2Iajeaty  looks  with  confidence  to  oar 
willingness  to  invest  Her  Majes^a  Govern- 
ment with  all  neceeaary  powers : 
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"  Humbly  to  thuk  Her  Maje«ty  for  infonmng 
m  that  BQIs  will  be  ■obmitted  for  tramfemng 
to  BepiMentatiTe  Coimcili  in  the  Coontifis  of 
Qimt  Britain  local  Inuineii  vluoh  fa  now 
tnuuaeted  by  the  Ooorta  of  Qnarter  Sesnon 
and  other  anthoritiea.  That  a  meeaoze  for  the 
Reform  of  Coimty  (JoTemment  in  beland  is 
alao  in  preparatioii.  That  theae  Ueaiarea  will 
involve  the  consideration  of  the  preient  inci- 
dence of  local  burdens ; 

"  Hambly  to  thank  Her  Majesty  that  a  Bill  for 
facilitating  the  sale  of  Glebe  Lands,  in  a  manner 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  roral  popnlation, 
will  also  be  sabmitted  to  m ;  aa  also  Bills  for 
remoring  the  difficolties  which  prevent  the 
eaay  and  cheap  transfer  of  Land ;  for  mitigating 
the  distressed  condition  of  the  poorer  classea  in 
the  Western  Hig^nds  and  Islands  of  Scot- 
land; for  the  more  effectual  preroiHon  of 
Accidents  in  llines ;  for  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Bailway  Commission  in  respect  of  the 
Regulation  of  Rates ;  and  for  the  codification  of 
the  Criminal  Law  : 

'*  To  assure  Her  Majesty  that  wo  join  with 
Her  Majesty  in  trusting  that  results  beneficial 
to  the  caose  of  edacation  may  issue  from  a 
Royal  CoEunission  which  Her  Mi^eety  has 
appointed  to  inqnize  into  the  working  of  the 
Education  Acta: 

"Humbly  to  assore  Her  Miajesty  that  onr 
careful  consideration  shall  be  given  to  the 
subjects  which  Her  Majesty  has  recommended 
to  our  attention,  and  to  the  measorea  which 
may  be  submitted  to  ns,  .and  that  we  earnestly 
trust  that  with  regard  to  these  and  all  other 
matters  pertaining  to  our  fonotionB  the  keeping 
and  guidance  of  Almighty  God  may  be  vouch- 
safed to  us," — {Viieount  Curson.) 

Me.  HOTJLDSWOETH  (who  wore  a 
Oourt  dress)  said :  Mr.  Speaker  —  I 
rise,  Sir,  to  second  the  Motion  which 
has  been  made  by  the  noble  Tisconnt 
who  sits  near  me  (Yisoonnt  Gurzon); 
and,  in  attempting  to  discharge  the 
honourable  and,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
sponsible duty  which  has  been  imposed 
upon  me,  I  feel  very  sincerely  that  I 
need,  and  I  trust  I  may  rely  upon,  the 
generous  consideration  of  the  House. 

The  circumstances  under  which  we 
meet  are  in  many  respects  peculiar;  some 
of  them  I  think  I  may  venture  to  describe 
aagrave.  ThenewHouseofCommonsnot 
only  contains  a  greater  number  of  Mem- 
bers than  any  of  its  Predecessors ;  but, 
what  is  more  important,  it  represents  a 
lai^er  proportion  of  the  nation  than  it 
has  ever  before  done — ^in  fact,  I  may 


say  that,  praotioally,  it  represents  the 
whole  of  the  nation.  The  basis  of  poli- 
tical power  has  thus  been  considerably 
broadened ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  by 
the  sub-divisions  which  have  taken  place 
in  counties,  and  in  the  larger  boroughs, 
the  responsibility  of  each  elector  has 
been  intensified,  or,  at  any  rate,  ifhaa 
been  brought  doser  home  to  him.  It  is^ 
I  thick,  a  matter  of  sincere  cpngratnla- 
tion  that  though  there  has  neror,  per- 
haps, been  an  Election  so  exciting  as 
that  which  we  have  just  passed  through, 
or  one  in  which  the  excitement  has  been 
so  wide-spread,  there  has  never  probably 
been  one  in  which  bitter  partizan  spirit 
has  been  less  exhibited,  in  which  there 
has  been  a  greater  maintenance  of  law 
and  order,  and  in  which  the  results  have 
been  received  with  more  equanimity,  or 
treated  as  more  conclusive. 

I  shall  not  venture  to  trouble  the 
House  by  referring  to  the  whole  of  the 
diverse  subjects  which  are  mentioned  in 
Her  Majesty's  Speech — most  of  them, 
if  not  all,  having  been  already  referred 
to  by  the  noble  Viscoant.  I  may,  how- 
ever,  be  allowed  in  one  sentence  to  say 
with  regard  to  that  subject  which  ap- 
pears most  prominently  in  Her  Majesty's 
Speech — namely,  that  of  Ireland,  that  I 
thoroughly  agree  with  the  noble  Vis- 
count who  has  just  spoken.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject which  is  causing  at  the  present 
moment  considerable  pain  to  the  people 
throughout  the  country  generally.  I 
believe  that  there  is  no  class  of  politi- 
cians and  no  class  of  people  in  the  coun- 
try who  do  not  sincerely  wish  to  see 
Ireland  both  prosperous  and  contented. 
At  the  same  time,  I  believe  that  there  is 
a  very  general,  if  not  an  universal,  con- 
viction, in  the  United  Kingdom  at  any 
rate,  that  that  prosperity  and  content- 
ment can  only  be  attained  by  the  pre- 
servation of  the  connection  between  this 
country  and  Ireland,  and  the  mtun- 
tenance  of  law  and  order. 

There  is  a  subject  which  has  not  been 
referred  to  by  the  noble  Viscount,  on 
which  I  woidd  ask  the  House  to  permit 
me  to  say  a  word.  I  am  very  glad  in- 
deed to  see  that  a  Commission  is  to  be 
issued  for  an  examination  into  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Education  Acts,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  Education  Act  of  1870.  I 
do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  that  there 
is  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  espe- 
cially in  the  Metropolis  and  in  the 
larger  Northern  towns,  a  reiy  profound 
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diseatisfaction,  not  vitli  the  Education 
Act  of  1870  itself,  but  irith  the  way 
in  vhidi  that  Act  has  been  worked. 
There  are  those  upon  the  Bohool  boards, 
especially  in  the  larger  towns,  who 
openly  and  ostentatioualy  tell  us  that 
they  seek  not  to  supplement,  but  to  sup- 
plant, the  Tolunta^  schools;  and  the 
Act  as  it  stands  at  present  ia  such  that 
they  are  only  too  well  able  to  carry 
out  their  intention.  A  process  of  crush- 
ing and  starving  out  the  Toluntary 
bcdooIb  has  been  going  on  to  a  very 
great  extent  even  by  those  school  boards 
where  the  majority  are  not  of  the  cha- 
racter I  hare  described.  The  fact  is 
that  those  Acts,  as  they  stand  at  present, 
do  give  an  immense  power  to  the  school 
boards,  which  has  worked  very  prejudi- 
cially towards  the  voluntary  schools;  and 
I  feel  very  strongly  indeed  that  if  the 
Acta  in  question  are  allowed  to  be 
worked  and  used  as  th^  have  been,  our 
Tolimtary  extern,  will  in  a  very  short 
time  be  desbroyed — a  great  injury  being 
thereby  inflicted  on  the  ratepayers,  and 
a  great  injustice  done  to  the  people  of 
thia  country. 

Sir,  I  would  very  respectfully  congra- 
tulate Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  upon 
having  efTected  a  settlement  of  some  im- 
portant questions  which  were  pending 
when  the  last  Parliament  closed.  I  con- 
gratulate them  upon  what  they  have 
been  able  to  do  in  Egypt.  A  loan  has 
been  effected  which  is  of  very  great  im- 
portance, financially  speaking,  to  the 
country ;  and  I  think  we  may  hope  that 
in  the  Oonvention  whioh  has  been  made 
wiUi  Turkey  as  \3m  Suzerain  there  is 
every  prospect  of  a  permanent  Govern- 
ment being  eetablished  in  Egypt,  and 
that  trade  will  prosper-  there  to  the 
boiefit  of  the  people  of  both  oountries. 
I  may  say  that  we  have  very  great  in- 
terests in  Egypt;  probably  more  thau 
many  hon.  Members  suppose.  Espe- 
cially I  speak  of  the  interests  which 
Lancashire  has  in  Egypt,  drawing  as  it 
does  from  her  a  great  part  of  its 
supply  of  raw  materials  in  the  shape  of 
cotton.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  that  country  should  have,  if  pos- 
sible, a  good  and  settled  Government, 
that  it  may  be  enabled  to  develop  its 
resources  by  the  assistance  of  British 
capital  and  British  energy. 

I  also  congratulate  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment upon  having  settled  a  difficulty 
which  I  believe  has  existedfor  150  years 

YOIi.  OOOU.    [tbzbs  iEBiw.l 


connected  with  the  French  right  of  fish- 
ing on  the  Ooast  of  Newfoundland,  as 
well  as  imother  important  matter  con- 
nected with  commerce — we  having  had 
secured  for  ns  all  the  oommeroifd  rights 

f ranted  to  Germany  in  the  Oardine 
alands. 

I  now  oome  to  what  I  feel  is  the  most 
important  question  I  shall  touch  upon. 
It  is  one  in  which  the  constituency  I 
represent  takes  the  greatest  interest.  I 
refer  to  the  annexation  of  Burmah.  I 
believe  this  is  an  act  which,  under  the 
circumstances,  has  received  already  the 
approval  and  the  support  of  all  commer- 
cial and  industrial  communities  in  the 
country.  There  are  those,  I  am  aware, 
who  deprecate  annexations  of  this  kind 
because  they  entail  fresh  responsibilities ; 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  industrial 
and  commercial  classes  will  be  found  to 
be  of  that  number.  They  are  not  opposed 
to  the  extension  of  responsibility  when 
justice,  the  interests  of  trade,  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  civilization  seem  to  demand 
it ;  and  it  very  often  happens,  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  that  a  forward  step  courage- 
ously taken  in  the  interests  of  right  and 
justice,  instead  of  increasing,  really  les- 
sens, responsibility.  I  would  venture  to 
urge  upon  the  Government  that  the  re- 
sponsibilities which  they  have  in  connec- 
tion with  trade  are  very  great.  I  do  not 
want  it  to  be  supposed  that  I  advocate 
annexations  amply  from  a  desire  of  con- 
quest, or  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
ourselves  at  the  expense  of  others.  I 
would  not  defend  them  either  on  the 
lower  ground  of  commercial  advantage, 
or  on  the  higher  ground  of  the  exten- 
sion of  civilization,  unless  there  wwe 
other  grounds  on  which  they  were  found 
to  be  justifiable  and  necessary.  But 
the  extension  of  commerce  is  a  legiti- 
mate object ;  and  in  the  pursuit  of  that 
object,  if  injustice  is  perpetrated,  if  the 
rights  of  British  traders  are  interfered 
with,  and  if  contracts  solemnly  entered 
into  are  broken,  then,  I  hold,  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day  are  bound  to  in- 
terfere, and  if  they  interfere  at  all 
thoy  ought  to  do  so  effectively.  I  am 
quite  aware  that  that  is  not  a  doctrine 
universally  accepted.  A  distinguished 
Member  of  this  House— tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whom  I  see  opposite,  the 
Member  for  the  East  Division  of  Edin- 
burgh (Mr.  Goschon) — said  the  other 
day  that  Government  Departments  in 
this  country  were  apt  to  look  upon  the 
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oommennal  claBses  as  only  a  set  of 
troublesome  traders  who  went  about 
the  world  creating  du>Iomatio  difficul- 
ties, whom  it  was  a  outr  rather  to  re- 
press than  encourage.  But  I  am  'glad 
that  the  present  QorOTument  have  not 
adopted  that  view  in  reject  of  Bur- 
mah.  The  facts  of  the  case  are  very 
simple.  A  most  unjust  donand  was 
made  by  the  Government  of  Burmah 
on  a  British  trading  company  which 
held  leases  under  a  Bolemn  contract 
from  that  Government ;  that  demand 
was  supported,  to  some  extent,  by  a 
Foreign  Power ;  arbitration  was  pro- 
posed by  our  Viceroy  in  India;  that 
was  rejected,  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
no  other  course  remained  to  the  Govern- 
ment but  to  defend  the  rights  of  British 
subjects  that  had  been  so  seriously  in- 
fringed. Now,  what  are  the  probable 
resiSts  which  will  take  place  in  conse- 
quence of  this  act  of  annexation,  which 
may  be  criticized,  but  which  I  think  is 
thoroughly  defensible  ?  I  think  we  may 
gatiter  some  idea  of  what  the  probable 
results  will  be  if  we  look  at  the  progress 
which  British.  Burmah  has  made.  It  is 
practically  the  same  country,  a  line  only 
dividing  it  on  the  map.  There  is  no 
more  prosperous  Province  under  British 
rule  than  British  Burmah.  I  will  in  a 
few  words  indicate  what  its  progress 
has  been  during  the  last  30  years. 
The  richest  part  of  it  was  annexed  in 
1862.  Since  1856  the  population  has 
increased  four-fold— from  1,000,000  to 
4,000,000  —  principally  by  emigration 
from  Independent  Burmah,  which  has 
now  been  annexed.  Since  1861  the 
imports  into  British  Burmah  have  in- 
creased eight-fold— from  £560,000  to 
£4,000,000.  The  exports  have  in- 
creased more  than  four-fold,  being  now 
£1,500,000,  whereas,  in  1854,  they 
were  only  £450,000.  The  Eevenue, 
which  was  in  1854  £250,000,  had  in- 
creased in  1884  to  nearly  £3,000,000 ; 
and  the  total  surplus  Bevenue  which  has 
been  paid  into  the  Indian  Treasury  in 
eight  years  from  this  Province  has  been, 
after  paying  all  the  expenses  of  adminis- 
tration, no  less  than  £6,000,000,  or  at  the 
rate  of  nearly  £1,000,000  per  annum. 
Now  I  believe  similar  results  will  follow 
in  Upper  Burmah  from  the  action  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  in  that 
country,  while  the  possibilities  of  trade 
with  the  8han  States  and  Siam  and 
China  are  simply  enormoas. 

Mr,  SouUworth 


And  I  most  tell  the  House  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  there  should  be 
an  extension  of  the  area  of  British  trade. 
Whatever  may  be  the  results  of 
Commission  which  is  now  sitting  to  con- 
sider the  Depression  of  Trade,  one  fact 
will  be  abundantly  proved,  and  that  ia 
that  the  productive  power  of  the  world 
is  in  excess  of  its  consumptive  power, 
and  that  in  this  country  the  producing 
power  is  in  advance  of  the  distributing 
power.  There  is  an  immense  increase 
of  capital  in  this  couutiy  derived,  to  a 
great  extent,  from  the  working  classes 
who  have  been  enjoying  good  wages, 
and  whose  increased  thrift  and  temper- 
ance have,  I  am  glad  to  say,  enabled 
them  to  put  by  considerable  savings.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  have  an  increasing 
population.  Our  old  markets  are  bo- 
coming  closed  to  us.  Our  merchants, 
therefore,  have  to  go  forward  to  nev 
fields  of  enterprize,  and  these  new  fields 
have  to  be  found  amongst  barbarous  or 
semi-civilized  people.  Now,  the  ver^ 
first  essentials  of  trade,  protection  of  life 
and  property,  and  the  establishment  of 
some  kind  of  law  and  order,  have  to 
be  set  up  in  these  places.  Barbarism, 
resents  the  inroads  of  civilization ;  con- 
sequently a  civilized  system  of  Govern- 
ment, to  some  extent  at  any  rate,  is  re- 
quired. Wo  are  then  face  to  face  with 
these  alternatives — either  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  must  support 
British  trade  ia  its  dsTelopment  through- 
out the  world,  or  the  extension  and 
development  of  trade  which  is  so  ne- 
cessary for  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try and  its  increasing  population  will 
have  to  be  abandoned. 

I  must  apologize  to  the  House  for 
having  devoted  so  much  time  to  one 
special  subject.  But  my  poution  as 
the  Sepresentative  of  a  large  commer- 
cial city,  itself  the  centre  of  a  large 
indusbial  distariot,  is  my  excuse.  Atue 
same  time,  I  feel  that  in  saying  what  I 
have  said  I  have  not  been  speaking 
wholly  or  mainly  in  the  interest  of  a 
class ;  I  have  been  speaking  on  behalf 
of  the  interests  of  the  nation.  Sir,  I 
beg  to  second  the  Moti<m  of  the  noble 
Viscount. 

Motion 'made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That,  &o."— [See page  92.] 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
rise.  Sir,  in  conformity  with  the  usage 
that  I  hare  invariably  observed  when 
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oconj^ng  the  seat  in  tiiis  House  that  I 
hsTe  nov  the  honour  to  do ;  for  it  has 

been  not  onlj  mj  opinion,  but  I  think  I 
may  say  the  traditional  opinion  of  this 
House,  that  the  convenience  of  this 
House  was  best  promoted,  and  the  de- 
spatch of  Business  was  likowise  best 
served,  by  the  practice  under  which  the 
person  occupying  the  place  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  rises  imme- 
diately after  the  Mover  and  Seconder  of 
the  Address  to  make  such  observations 
as  it  may  appear  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  aniC  the  Address  called  for. 
There  are,  Sir,  two  views  of  a  Speech 
and  an  Address  which  are  in  conflict 
with  one  another,  and  to  one  of  which  I 
very  decidedly  adhere.  For,  I  think, 
not  less  than  40  years  it  has  been  the 
object  of  Buccessire  Gorernments — 
ttlmoBt,  I  believe  inTariably  almost, 
vithout  exoepticm — ^to  present  the  Speech 
and  the  Address  to  the  House  as  a  kind 
of  mapping-out  of  the  Business  of  the 
Session,  which  collects  the  principal 
parts  of  it  in  one  view,  and  which  it  is 
eminently  advantageous  to  the  House  to 
have  presented  to  them  at  once.  Go- 
Temments  have  felt  that,  from  the  very 
nature  and  magnitude  and  multitude  of 
the  matters  thus  presented  to  the  House, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  have,  in  a 
debate  upon  the  Address,  a  satisfactory 
discussion  of  the  particular  questions 
that  are  raised.  That  I  think,  Sir,  to 
be  a  sound  view  of  the  Queen's  Speech 
and  of  the  Address ;  and,  with  that 
view,  it  has  been  the  custom  to  draw 
the  Address  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to 
commit  the  House  on  the  partionlar 
queetiona  that  are  contained  in  the 
Speech.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
observe,  I  believe  that  the  Address 
which  we  are  now  asked  to  adopt  has 
been  drawn  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
custom  which  has  been  established  upon 
that  view  of  the  case.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  cannot  be  surprised  that  Gen- 
tlemen who  are  deeply  and  conscien- 
tiously interested  in  many  of  these  sub- 
jects— knowing  how  difficult  it  is  to 
find  an  opportunity  of  bringing  them 
forward,  and  having  offered  to  them 
npon  the  Address  some  peg  upon  which 
they  can  hang  a  discussion  of  a  parti- 
cular matter  in  which  they  are  specially 
interested— that  they  should  have  a 
leaning  contrary  to  that  view  of  the 
Address  in  r^l^  to  the  Speech,  and  a 
diqfKwitioii  to  roue  debates  of  rexy  con- 


siderable length  in  the  form  either  of 
simple  speeches  or  of  Amendments  to 
the  Address.  In  consequence,  Sir,  it 
has  happened  for  several  years  past 
that  either  a  fortnight  or  more  has 
been  occupied  in  disposing  of  the  Ad- 
dress. I  must  draw  a  distinction  here. 
In  certain  cases  where  there  is  a  very 
important  question  raised — such,  I  may 
say,  as  that  important  Maamtrasna  case 
— in  a  case  of  that  kind  I  do  not  com- 
plain ;  although  the  intervention  is  in- 
convenient, I  do  not  complain ;  but  I 
wish  to  say  that,  so  far  as  is  possible, 
and  so  far  as  I  may  venture  to  recom- 
mend a  practice  which  I  believe  to  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  House,  I  do  be- 
lieve it  is  best,  as  far  as  we  can,  that  we 
should  be  content  to  recognize  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  the  Ad- 
dress moved  in  consequence  of  it,  as 

g resenting  to  us  an  outline  of  what  wo 
ave  to  do,  rather  than  a  convenient 
occasion  for  the  discussion  of  the  several 
parts  of  it  in  detail.  Therefore,  Sir,  I 
confine  myself  to  such  parts  of  it  as 
appear  to  me  to  be  important.  First,  it 
is  a  duty,  which  I  think  is  always  per- 
formed with  satisfaction  where  it  can  be 
conscientiously  performed,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  manner  in  which  the  duty— 
the  difflcuU  duty — of  the  Mover  and 
the  Seconder  of  the  Address  has  been 
performed.  The  Seconder  of  the  Ad- 
dress is  an  old  Member,  with  whose 
capacity  and  competency  in  such  matters 
we  are  already  well  acquainted.  The 
Mover  of  the  Address  has  informed  us 
that  he  has  made  this  day  the  first  pre- 
sentation of  himself  to  the  House ;  and 
without  j^rofessing  to  adopt  absolutely 
every  opinion  in  his  speech,  yet  I  do 
venture  to  offer  hitn  very  heartily  my 
congratulations  in  general,  both  upon 
the  manner  and  matter  of  his  speech.  I 
will  eay,  in  particular,  that  it  gave  me 
great  satisfaction  to  hear  the  noble  Vis- 
count state,  in  one  of  his  references  to 
Ireland,  that,  in  his  view,  it  was  not 
possible  to  judge  of  the  case  of  Ireland 
simply  by  an  abstract  standard  ;  but  that 
careful  regard  should  be  had  to  the  cir- 
cumstances and  thehistory  of  the  country, 
and  to  the  race  and  the  religion  of  the 
people.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  make  some 
remarks  upon  the  principal  matters  of 
foreign  policy  to  which  allusion  is  made 
in  tho  Speech.  These  remarks  will  be 
made  briefly,  and  made  with  reserve; 
because  in  all  these  eases  it  is  well 
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understood  that  at  the  commencement 
of  a  Session  we  hare  not  usually  the 
means  of  any  thorough  discussion  of 
these  joints,  and  that  we  await  the  pre- 
sentation of  Papers  which  hare  been 
promised  in  one  or  more  cases — and 
which,  I  hare  no  doubt,  will  be  made — 
with  regard  to  all,  or  nearly  all,  the 
prinoipol  subjects  of  foreign  policy. 
Subject,  8ir,  to  that  general  observa- 
tion, I  cordially  join  in  the  oonnniula- 
tions  which  are  offered  to  the  Govem- 
ment,  and  offered  to  the  country,  upon 
the  adjustment  of  the  question  with  re- 
gard to  the  Zulfikar  Pass — the  remain- 
ing question  of  difficulty,  as  it  was  six 
months  ago,  in  respect  to  the  border  of 
Afghanistan.  I,  upon  quitting  Office, 
took  the  very  earliest  opportunity  of  en- 
deavouring to  give  such  support  as  it  was 
in  my  power  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  the  prosecution  of  those  nego- 
tiations, [Lord  Eandoz^h  GHUBcniLL; 
Hear,  hoar  !^  I  must  own  I  cannot 
look  back  with  satisfaction  upon  some 
part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Bussian 
Government  duriog  the  course  of  last 
year  with  reference  to  this  subject ;  but 
it  would  be  invidious  to  enter  upon  that 
topic  now,  -vhea  they  have  freely  arrived 
at  a  oonolnsicm  satisfactory  to  ns.  I 
heartily  hope,  both  that  the  ;particalar 
measure  may  tend  to  the  maintonance 
of  a  lasting  peace  in  Oentral  Aeia,  and 
that,  by  removing  out  of  the  way  a  pos- 
sible cause  of  disagreement  between 
England  and  Huseia,  it  may  conduce 
to  good,  and  heartily  good,  relations 
between  two  great  Empires— both  of 
them  Empires  likely  to  have  an  enor- 
mous influence  upon  the  future  both  of 
the  civilized  and  the  uncivilized  world. 
In  the  same  way,  and  in  the  same  spirit, 
I  can  refer  to'  the  case  of  Eastern  Ilou- 
melia ;  nor  will  I  mix  with  that  refer- 
ence a  single  remark  that  could  in  any 
manner  tend  to  intooduce  disagreeable 
or  hurtful  recollections.  I  have  not,  of 
course,  been  minutely  informed  of  the 
transactions  of  l^e  Prime  Minister  and 
of  the  Government ;  bat  so  far  as  I  hare 
been  informed  of  them,  and  with  regard 
to  the  principal  outline  of  those  transac- 
tions, so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  un- 
derstand them,  I  have  pleasure  in  re- 
peating here,  wbat  I  have  more  than 
once  stated  elsewhere — that  the  conduct 
of  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury  appears 
to  me  to  have  done  him  honour,  and  to 
be  worthy  of  the  name  and  the  credit  of 


this  country.  I  entertain  a  hope  on  this 
subject,  and  I  give  an  assurance.  The 
hope  I  entertain  is  that  he  may  be  en- 
abled, and  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment may  be  enabled,  to  work  through 
this  important  question  to  its  oondusion 
in  a  manner  thoroughly  congenial  to 
British  feeling ;  and  I  give  them  the 
assnranoe  that — aware  as  I  am  of  the 
great  difficulties  under  which  he  has  to 
labour  for  this  end  in  the  Councils  of 
Europe,  with  much  variety  necessarily 
of  interest,  of  view,  and  of  purpose— so 
far  as  I  am  concerned — and  I  believe 
I  may  my  so  far  as  those  around  me 
are  concerned — he  will  have  every  fair 
and  favourable  consideration.  There 
will  be  no  disposition  to  precipitate 
demands  upon  him,  as  it  may  be  most 
injurious  that  they  should  be  prema- 
turely answered,  but  every  disposition 
to  give  a  favourable  construction  to  his 
acto  and  words.  Nor  do  I  give  this 
grudgingly;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I 
yield  a  free  and  williog  assent  to  the 
judicious  language  in  which  it  is  stated 
that,  while  endeavouring  to  meet  the 
desires  of  the  population,  there  will 
also  be  a  maintenance  unimpaired  of 
the  essential  rights  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Sultan.  I  believe  that 
these  essential  rights  may  be,  eo  far  as 
I  comprehend  the  matter,  perfectly  well 
maintained  without  in  any  way  inter- 
fering with  those  views  which  we  may, 
I  think,  most  justly  express  on  the  part 
of  the  population  of  Eastern  Boumelia  ; 
nor  can  I  think  that  the  security  of  the 
Tizrkish  Empire — which  was  supposed 
at  one  time  to  be  so  essentially  con- 
nected with  the  division  of  Eastern  Bou- 
melia from  Bulgaria — I  cannot  think, 
and  I  do  not  thick,  that  security  will 
suffOT  in  consequence  of  the  adoption 
of  measures  which  may  do  much  to 
reconcile  the  population  of  the  two  Pro- 
vinces, when  united,  to  endure  with 
patience  and  without  disaatisfaotion  a 
sovereignty  which  will  have  ceased,  as 
I  hope,  to  press  upon  them  in  the  direc- 
tion of  any  particular  difficulty  or  grier- 
ance.  I  must  be  a  little  more  reserved 
in  regard  to  the  next  two  subjects  which 
I  have  to  mention.  Beference  is  made 
to  the  Convention  with  Turkey,  under 
which  a  Turkish  Commissioner  is  now 

S laced  in  Egypt  to  assist  in  the  consi- 
eration  of  the  measures  which  may  be 
requisite  for  the  welfare  of  that  country 
in  connection  with  the  occupation  by 


Digitized  by  Google 


105  2Iaj«»ty't  Most         {Jinttabt  21,  1886}  Gracious  Speech.  106 


British  troops,  and  iu  conaectioa  with 
the  termiDation  of  that  occupation.  I 
cannot  say  with  a  good  conscience  that 
I  am  as  yet  aware  of  any  proof  of 
evidence  which  has  been  afforded  to 
118— though  I  will  not  state  any  ad- 
verse conclusion — I  am  not  aware  of 
any  evidence  or  indication  which,  has 
yet  been  afforded  to  us  that  the  pre- 
sence of  a  Turkish  Commissioner  in 
Egypt  —  in  Cairo  —  amidst  all  tho 
circumstances  of  Cairo,  is  likoly  to 
diminish  the  difficulties  of  Uer  Ma- 
jesty's GoTernment,  or  to  advance  the 
true  interests  of  Egypt,  and  the  ter- 
mination of  the  present  anomalous  state 
of  things.  I  will  not  go  any  further 
into  that  matter,  having  satisfied  myself, 
if  I  may  so  speak,  with  the  reservations 
I  have  made.  With  regard  to  Burmah, 
I  am  bound  to  aay  I  must  hold  similar 
language,  and  make  a  similar  reservation. 
I  cannot  profess  myself  altogether  satis- 
fied with  the  argument  of  the  hon.  6en- 
Ueman'who  seconded  the  Address.  It  is 
very  possible  that  I  may  not  have  inter- 
preted him  correctly.  I  do  not  question 
his  great  knowledge  and  competency  to 
deal  with  this  subject;  but  I  thought 
the  doctrine  he  laid  down  came  rather 
too  noar  a  doctrine  which,  if  it  were  ap- 
plied as  he  stated,  I  should  conceive  to 
be  both  dangerous  iu  point  of  policy  and 
questionable  in  point  of  morality — the 
doctrine,  namely,  that  extension  of 
trade  is,  in  the  main,  to  be  hoped  for  iu 
the  future  that  lies  before  us  through 
the  application  from  time  to  time  of 
physical  force.  I  must  say  in  this  in- 
stance there  is  a  reason  why  we  must 
specially  reserve  our  opinions  upon  the 
subject  of  the  war  with  and  the  annexa- 
tion of  Burmah ;  for  the  hon.  Qentle* 
man  might  freely  admit  that  the  pros- 
pects of  commercial  advantage  and  the 
prospects  of  the  extension  of  civilization 
did  not  of  themselves  avail  to  justify  tho 
proceedings  unless  we  had  other  legiti- 
mate causes  for  going  to  war.  Now,  I 
do  not  pronounce  any  tinal  interpretation 
on  this  passage  in  the  Speech— 

"An  attempt  to  confiscatf)  tho  property  of 
my  subjects  trading  andcr  agreement  in  his 
(that  is,  the  King  of  Burmah's)  dominioas,  and 
a  reforal  to  settle  the  dispute  by  arbitration, 
conviacod  me  that  the  protectioa  of  British  life 
and  property,  and  the  cessation  oi  dangerous 
anarchy  in  tTpper  Bonnab,  could  only  be 
effected  by  force  of  arms." 

The  inferenoe  which  may  be  conveyed 


by  that  sentence  is,  that  wherever  a  civil 
wrong  has  been  done  to  a  British  sub- 
ject by  a  foreign  Government,  that  civil 
wrong  may  legitimately  and  wisely  be 
made  tho  ground  of  a  demand  for  arbi- 
tration, with  a  resort  to  arms  as  the 
alternative  in  the  case  of  a  refusal.  That 
is  a  proposition  of  very  great  import- 
ance ana  gravity,  and  one  regarding 
which,  undoubtedly,  we  ought  to  exer- 
cise much  oircumspection  and  much  jea- 
lousy before  accepting  it.  Upon  this 
ground,  Sir,  there  are  many  Powers  iu 
the  world  with  respect  to  whom  we 
should  have  had  the  most  undoubted 
right  to  place  before  them  this  alterna- 
tive of  arbitration  or  war.  Do  not  let  it 
be  supposed  that  I  object  to  the  inter- 

folation  of  arbitration.  The  objection 
take — because  I  am  really  ooiy  sug- 
gesting the  matter  for  consideration 
when  the  time  comes— my  doubt  is, 
whether  the  general  principle  justifying 
a  resort  to  war  in  such  cases  can  safely 
be  adopted.  Of  course,  we  must  bear 
in  mind  that  cases  of  repudiation  of 
public  debt,  partial  or  total,  have 
abounded  over  the  surface  of  the  globe. 
It  is  impossible  to  conceive  a  more  dis- 
tinct case  of  civil  wrong  done  to  those 
who  are  interested  than  the  violation  of 
public  and  solemn  contracts,  originally 
formed  under  a  sovereign  authority. 
But  Lord  Falmerston,  who  was  not  sup- 
posed to  be  slow  iu  vindicating  the  rights 
of  British  subjects,  invariably  declined 
to  recognize  a  title  on  the  part  of  Bri- 
tish subjects  to  call  on  him  to  hold  lan- 
guage to  Foreign  Powers  who  were  in 
that  unfortunate  position,  contemplating 
or  involviog  the  alternative  of  war.  I 
pass  on  {torn  this  matter.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  give  any  positive  opinion  about 
it ;  but  when  I  see  anything  that  has  an 
apparent  relationship  to  a  principle  that 
I  think  unsafe,  I  wish  to  indicate  the 
ffround  as  dangerous  ground,  and  to  say 
that  we  should  consider  carefully  and 
deeply  before  we  commit  ourselves  to  it. 
The  next  word  I  wish  to  say  is  a  word 
of  unmixed  pleasure  ;  it  has  relation  to 
the  Committee  about  to  be  appointed  as 
to  the  working  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment Act.  I  tnink  the  only  question  is 
whether  that  Committee  has  not  been 
too  long  delayed.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  emi- 
nently right  in  asking  the  House  to  ap- 
point this  Committee.  I  tmst  that  it 
wHX  be  a  carefully-selected  Committee ; 
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that  it  Till  bo  efficient  in  proportion  to 
the  greatnosa  of  the  subject;  and  that 
it  will  devote  itself  to  that  subject  with 
a  zeal  and  a  diligence  such  as  we  have 
known  in  former  years  and  former  gene- 
rations ;  but  such  as  undoubtedly  it  has 
become  more  difficult  to  secure  in  our 
Select  Committees  since  the  general 
Business  of  the  House  of  Communs  has 
so  enormously  increased.   In  passing, 
I  will  say  also  that  I  do  not  see  anything 
to  object  to  in  the  Commission  to  exa- 
mine into  the  working  of  the  Education 
Acts,  which  have  now  been  in  operation 
for  14  or  15  years;  and  there,  again,  I 
hope  tho  Commission  will  be  made  a 
strong  Commission,  and  that  the  com- 
peting— I  will  not  say  conflicting — inte- 
rests of  the  various  deecriptions  of  schools 
and  superintending  authorities  will  all  of 
them  be  carefully  and  officiently  repre- 
sented in  the  choice  of  the  Commission. 
One  word  only  I  wish  to  say  on  the  subject 
of  the  Treaty  on  International  Copyright. 
I  was  in  my  youth  a  zealous  follower  of 
Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd  in  his  attempts  to 
extend  the  range  of  copyright  privilege. 
I  must  own,  however,  that  reflection  and 
experience  in  some  degree  as  an  author 
of  a  very  hamble  character  have  led  mo 
to  entertain  serious  doubts  as  to  tho  par- 
ticular form  in  which  an  author  is  to  be 
secured  that  to  which  bo  has  the  best  pos- 
sible claim — ^namely,  a  reasonable  share 
of  the  fruits  of  his  intellectual  labours. 
All  I  have  to  say  at  present  is  that  the 
question  is  of  enormous  importance,  espe- 
cially in  consequence  of  the  almost  im- 
measurable market  which  America  offers 
for  the  sale  of  English  books,  and  the 
rapid  extension  of  that  market  through 
the  growth  of  population,  and  of  the 
importance  of  having  our  Copyright  Law 
on  such  a  basis  as  to  make  it  possible 
for  the  American  Government  to  give  us 
the  benefit  of  something  like  a  commu- 
nity of  market  in  that  vast  country  for 
our  literary  productions.    My  only  rea- 
son for  referring  to  this  subject  at  the 
present  moment  is  to  express  the  hope 
that  when  the  International  Copyright 
Treaty  is  concluded  it  may  not  be  in  any 
manner  bound  down  to  one  particular 
form  of  Copyright  Law  now  existing  in 
this  country ;  but  that  it  may  be  left 
free,  as  far  as  possible,  for  Parliament 
to  consider,  when  the  proper  time  and 
opportunity  arrive,  the  basis  of  that 
Copyright  Law,  and  whether  the  nature 
of  Uie  protection  and  benefit  giren  to 


the  author  can  with  advantage  be  modi- 
fied. I  now  pass  to  the  paragraph  which 
relates  to  the  condition  of  trade  and 
agriculture.    We  are  assured  of  Her 
Majesty's  sympathy  with  the  classes 
especially  connected  with  those  indus- 
tries.   It  is  gracious  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty  to  express  that  sympathy;  but 
the  danger  of  its  expression  is  that  vigi- 
lant critics  begin  to  desire  still  further 
particularify ;  and  it  not  unnaturally 
occurs  to  many  Qentlemen  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  when  for  the  first  time  Uio 
agricultural  labonrers  of  ibis  country 
have  so  large  a  share  in  deteimiuing 
the  composition  of  the  present  House 
of  Commons,  and  are  so  directly  repre- 
sented in  it,  it  will  not  unnaturally 
occur  to  many  to  regret  that  there  should 
not  have  been  some  more  distinct  and 
considerable  reference  to  them  and  their 
interests,  and  to  the  possibility  of  pro- 
moting thorn,  thau  the  very  limited  one 
contained  in  the  mention  of  a  Bill  for 
selling  glebe  lands.    At  the  same  time, 
without  raising  any  question  as  to  the 
particular  provisions  of  that  Bil^  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  from  my  own  expe- 
rience in  connection  with  ecclesiastical 
patronage,  nothing  can  be  stronger  than 
the  case  for  enabfing  the  rural  clergy, 
and  those  under  whose  superintendence 
they  act,  to  take  some  measures  for  re- 
lieving them  of  the  burden  of  landed 
property  under  which  they  labour.  I 
do  not  think  I  need  detain  the  House 
upon  tho  particular  propositions  in  the 
Address  with  respect  to  Bills  which  it 
is  proposed  to  introduce.    Others,  no 
doubt,  will  make  commentaries  upon 
them  ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  enter  on  the  subject, 
excepting  to  observe  that  I  do  not  think 
that  the  description  of  the  crofter  question 
is  a  very  happy  one,  so  far  as  the  lan- 
guage is  concerned.  It  is  something  more 
than  the  mitigation  of  distress  ;  it  is  not 
entirely  an  eleemosynary  task  we  are 
asked  to  imdertake.    There  ore  in  it 
some  elements  of  a  vindication  of  for- 
gotten and  neglected  rights.   I  do  hope 
that  that  Bill  is  prepared,  and  that  it 
will  be  proceeded  with  as  early  as  Her 
Majesty's  QoTernment  can  practically 
make  arrangements  for  it.     When  I 
come  to  the  subject  of  Ireland  I  feel 
hound,  after  all  that  has  been  said  and 
written  during  the  last  three  or  four 
weeks — and  I  hope  the  House  will  ex- 
cuse me~to  preface  my  oomm«ata  upon 
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the  paragra^  in  the  Speech  by  a  few 
vords  descriptive  of  my  own  position 
with  regard  to  the  very  great  questions 
of  Irish  interests,  Irish  happioes?,  and 
Irish  peace  that  are  now  impending  over 
us.  At  the  time  when  I,  although  natu- 
rally desirous  of  yielding  to  a  long- 
cherished  intention  of  repose,  determined 
to  become  a  candidate  for  Mid  Lothian, 
and  to  agk,  after  53  years  of  public  ser- 
vice, again  to  enter  Parliament,  I  was 
governed  by  a  few  important  considera- 
lions.  The  main  one  among  them  un- 
doubtedly was  a  slight,  but  yet  a  real 
hope  that  it  might  be  possible — I  hardly 
thought  it  probable— that  I  might  be 
able  to  make  some  peaceful  contribution 
towards  dealing  with  the  legislative  case 
as  well  as  the  social  condition  of  Ireland. 
I  felt  very  strongly  that  a  new  situation 
had  arisen ;  and  in  consequence  of  that 
sentiment,  exercising  in  a  great  degree 
my  own  private  judgment,  and  neces- 
sarily, from  the  nature  of  the  case,  not 
possessing  all  those  opportunities  of 
communication  which  we  have  when  we 
are  concentrated  together  in  London,  I 
entered  rather  largely  upon  this  subject 
at  the  date  of  September  1 7,  in  an  Ad- 
dress to  my  constituents,  which  perhaps 
I,  having  recently  been  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  may  say  without  vanity 
was,  in  some  degree,  an  address  to  the 
country.  I  will  ventnre  to  road  one 
passage  only  of  that  address,  which 
sums  op  the  main  features  of  the  posi- 
tion as  I  viewed  them.   I  said — 

'*  la  my  opinion,  not  now  for  the  flrst  time 
ddivered,  the  limit  ia  clear  within  which  nny 
desues  id  Ireland  constitutionally  ascertained 
may,  and  beyond  which  they  caQoot,  receive 
the  assent  of  Parliament.  To  maintain  the 
sopremacy  of  the  Crown,  the  nnity  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  all  the  authority  of  Parliament  neces- 
sary for  the  conservution  of  that  unity,  is  the 
first  duty  of  every  Bepretentative  of  the  people, 
tutject  to  this  govemmg^  principle—  every  grant 
to  portions  of  the  Empire  of  enlarged  powers 
for  the  management  of  their  own  affairs  is,  in 
my  view,  not  a  source  of  danger,  but  a  means 
of  arerting  it,  and  is  in  the  nature  of  a  new 
guarantee  for  increased  cohesion,  happiness, 
and  strength," 

This  was  not  my  view  only  in  September 
laat,  but  it  was  one  which,  on  various 
occasions  during  the  last  14  or  15  years, 
I  hare  ezpreBsed  both  in  thin  House  and 
in  oUier  plaoes,  without  exciting  general 
alarm,  though,  undoubtedly  laying  my- 
■df  (men  to  more  or  less  dl  animadver- 
sion nom  particular  critics.  "Well,  Sir, 
I  maintiiiTi  {hat,  rightly  or  vrongly, 


I  experienced  some  satisfaction,  after 
having  made  that  declaration,  in  ob- 
serving that  it  was  nowhere  made,  so 
fai'  asT  know,  the  subject  of  animad- 
version by  the  leading  Members  of  the 
Party  opposite.  I  speak  subject  to  cor- 
rection, to  which  I  would  submit  readily 
if  it  be  afforded  me  ;  but,  so  far  as  my 
observation  went,  that  is  the  case.  In- 
deed, perhaps  under  the  influence  of  a 
sanguine  mind,  I  was  even  lod  to  think 
from  the  speeches  of  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury,  to  which  I  gave  the  attention 
due  to  his  eminent  position,  that  he  was 
not  very  far  from  being  of  the  samo 
opinion  as  myself.  In  speaking  at  Now- 
port  I  think  he  used  the  expression  that 
he  had  not  up  to  the  present  seen  his 
way  to  a  measure— I  do  not  thmk  ho 
gave  a  distlact  expression  to  it— of  any 
considerable  legislative  measure  in  t^o 
direction  of  Home  Bnle.  On  Lord 
Mayor's  Day,  on  the  very  eve  of  the 
elections,  on  an  occasion  when,  as  ia  well 
known,  the  utterances  of  tho  Prime 
Minister  are  most  deliberate,  and  are  as 
public  and  official,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
as  when  they  are  delivered  from  his 
place  in  either  House  of  Parliament — I 
find  a  passage,  which  I  quote  from  an 
excellent  verbatim  report  in  The  Scotsman, 
It  contains  these  words,  to  which  I  think 
I  can  give  my  unreserved  adhesion— 

"  The  integrity  of  the  Empire  is  more  pre- 
cious to  us  than  any  possession  we  oin  have. 
We  are  hound  by  motives,  not  only  of  expe- 
diency, not  only  by  legal  principle,  but  by  mo- 
tives of  honour,  to  protect  the  minority,  if  such 
exists,  who  have  fallen  into  unpopularity  and 
dan^  because  they  have  fallowed,  or  been 
the  instruments  of,  the  policy  which  England 
has  deliberately  elected  to  pursue  ;  but  within 
these  lines  every  English  Government — and  I 
would  say  the  present  Government — is  bound 
to  do  all  that  it  possibly  can  to  give  prospe- 
rity, contentment,  and  happine&a  to  the  Irish 
people." 

"Within  the  lines  of  the  unity  and  the 
integrity  of  the  Empire  and  the  obliga- 
tions of  honour  to  the  minority  in  Ire- 
land. I  am  not  referring  to  this  passage 
for  a  controversial  purpose ;  but  pre- 
cisely the  reverse.  I  am  referring  to  it 
to  justify  the  remark  I  made  that  it  was 
a  great  consolation  to  me  to  be  able  to 
cherish  the  hope  that  there  was  some 
sympathy  between  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury  in  his  distinguished  porition 
and  myself  upon  this  great  and  vital 
question.  For,  Sir,  I  am  under  the 
deep  and  solemn  conviction  that  nothing 
bat  the  goitle  and  conciliatory  handling 
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of  this  matter  by  all  persons  concemod, 
be  they  who  thoy  may,  can  by  any  pos- 
sibility neutralize  the  dangers,  or  give 
the  hope  of  attaining  the  benefits  that 
may  be  in  store  for  us,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  questioDS  relating  to  the  con- 
dition and  the  government  of  Ireland. 
And,  therefore,  from  the  first  my  high- 
est ambition  has  been,  and  it  continues 
to  be — and  I  rebuke  myeolf  by  antici- 
pation if  I  deviate  by  a  hairbreadth 
from  the  principle— not  to  say  one  word 
of  any  man  mingling  in  this  question 
that  can  bring  the  olemenls  of  wrath 
and  passion  into  a  debate  and  a  consi- 
deration which  nothing  but  patience, 
nothing  but  self-restraint,  nothing  but 
the  casting  aside  of  much  prejudice  and 
prepossession,  and  nothing  but  a  deter- 
mined disposition  to  look  alone  at  what 
candour  and  justice  demand  will  afford 
us  the  smallest  hope  of  solving.  I  wish 
to  assure  the  House  that  since  the  de- 
olaration  of  the  17th  of  Septembor  I 
have  not  said  one  word  or  done  one  act 
in  extension  of  that  declaration.  "What 
I  have  said  and  what  I  have  done,  little 
as  it  is,  except  as  to  private  study — and 
I  do  not  deny  that  the  subject  has  been 
my  daily  and  my  nightly  thought — has 
been,  in  the  first  place,  to  show  where 
responsibility  lay.  Eeaponaibility  lies 
where  the  means  of  action  lie.  In  my 
opinion,  there  could  be  no  greater  public 
oalamity  then  to  bring  this  question 
within  the  lines  of  Party  conflict ;  and 
if,  unhappily,  that  shall  be  done— I 
trust  it  will  not  be  done  of  determined 
purpose  by  anyone— but  if,  unhappily, 
that  shall  be  done,  I  will,  so  far  as  in 
me  lies,  take  care  I  will  not  be  the  door. 
It  is  the  Government  alone  who  can  act 
in  such  a  matter.  In  my  ojpinionr  the 
action  of  a  person  in  the  position  I  have 
the  honour  to  hold  not  only  is  unneces- 
sary, but  would  not  be  warrantable,  and 
would  be  in  the  highest  degree  injurious 
and  mischievous ;  and  I  will  do  nothing, 
as  I  have  said,  that  can  tend,  by  making 
proposals — if  I  were  prepared  with  pro- 
posals—from this  Bench,  to  be  a  chal- 
lenge to  others  to  bring  this  question  into 
the  category  of  Party  controversies.  I  am 
bound  to  say,  without  expressing  a  final 
opinion,  that  the  littlel  have  eaid  has  not 
only  been  to  showhow  entirely  Iwas  sepa- 
rated from  all  ideas  of  personal  action  or 
Party  action  in  the  matter ;  but  I  have 
also  felt,  as  the  season  passed  on,  that  a 
new  difficulty  might  be  otnning  into  view. 
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I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  the 
social  state  of  Ireland  really  is.  Even  as 
regards  crime,  I  am  without  particular 
information.  So,  also,  I  am  without  in- 
formation as  to  the  important  questions 
of  the  fulfilment  of  contracts  and  the  en- 
joyment of  personal  liberty  in  all  trans- 
actions to  which  reference  has  been  made 
in  the  Speech  from  tho  Throne.  But  I 
admit  I  have  felt  that  topics  and  con- 
siderations of  that  kind  might  yet  come 
to  have  importance  such  as  to  require 
that  they  should  be  taken  into  view, 
either  in  connection  with,  or  prior  to — 
I  will  not  venture  to  say  which,  for  I 
have  no  knowledge  to  justify  me  in  the 
assertion — either  in  connection  with,  op 
prior  to,  any  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion of  what  measures  wore  to  be  taken 
for  the  extension  of  local  government  in 
Ireland.  That,  Sir,  I  have  said,  and  the 
consequence  is  necessarily  this.  If  y  duty 
was  to  await  the  plans  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and,  having  awaited  those  plans, 
I  am  bound  to  say  that,  though  1  shall 
listen  with  groat  attention  to  all  they 
propose,  I  intend  to  reserve  my  own 
freedom  of  action.  And  I  do  not  intend, 
80  far  as  lies  within  my  power,  to  have  it 
determined  for  me  by  others  at  what  timo 
and  in  what  manner  I  shall  make  any 
addition  to  the  declaration  I  laid  before 
the  country  in  the  month  of  September 
last.  I  stand  here  as  a  Member  of  a 
House  whore  there  are  many  who  have 
taken  their  seats  for  the  first  time  upon 
these  Benches,  and  where  there  may  be 
some  to  whom,  possibly,  I  may  avail 
myself  of  the  privilege  of  old  age  to 
offer  a  recommendation.  I  would  tell 
them  of  my  own  intention  to  keep  my 
counsel,  and  reserve  my  own  freedom, 
until  I  see  the  moment  and  the  occasion 
when  there  may  be  a  prospect  of  public 
benefit  in  endeavouring  to  make  a  move- 
ment forward,  and  I  will  venture  to  re- 
commend them,  as  an  old  Parliamentary 
hand,  to  do  the  same.  Now,  Sir,  I  have 
said  so  much  on  my  own  position.  I 
think  the  House  will  feel  that  it  was 
right  that  I  should  endeavour  to  remove 
misunderstanding  by  moat  explicit  state- 
ments, for  which,  of  course,  lam  liable 
to  be  called  to  account  if  they  be  inac- 
carate.  They  will  forgive  me— under 
the  circumstances  of  a  certain  amount  of 
misapprehension  which  has  gone  abroad 
— they  will  foreive  me  if  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  cleBr  my  own  position 
before  I  presume  to  take  upon  me  to  act 
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as  a  critic  upon  the  action  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GoTemment.  Sir,  there  are  in 
the  Speech  two  paragraphs  relating  to 
Lreland,  and  likewise  a  reference  to  the 
measures  which  are  in  preparation.  The 
first  paragraph  is  that  which  refers  to 
the  L^slative  Union  as  a  fundamental 
law,  and  in  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Temment have  expressed,  undoubtedly 
very  strongly,  the  view  they  take  of  that 
important  Act  of  Parliament.  I  am  not 
here  to  find  fault  with  Her  Majesty's 
Qoremment  for  having  so  done.  They 
feel,  evidently,  that  it  would  not  be  right 
without  notice — and  the  terms  of  the 
Address  very  often  cannot  be  heard  by 
all  the  Members  of  the  House— to  ask 
the  opinion  of  Parliament.  They  have 
given  a  strong  opinion  themselve!?,  a 
strong  opinion  in  certain  terms.  If  I  ani 
to  consider  ^at  opinion  as  a  declaration 
on  their  part  to  maintain  at  all  hazards, 
and  und^er  ^1  circumstances,  and  at  all 
costs,  the  unity  and  the  integrity  of  the 
British  Empire,  there  is  no  man  who  sits 
behind  them  who  will  more  cordially 
applaud  their  intentions  and  support 
their  action.  I  venture  still  to  express 
the  hope  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  this 
House  who  will  rise  in  his  place  and  dis- 
avow that  sentiment.  With  respect  to 
the  particular  terms  in  which  they  have 
conveyed  it,  I  own  that  it  appears  tome 
that  criticism  might  be  made  upon  them 
in  certain  respects.  The  Queen's  Speech 
is  a  very  formal  document,  and  I  do  not 
hold  that  the  phrase  **  fundamental 
law  "  is  known  to  the  British  Constitu- 
tion. I  understand  that  law  is  of  the 
greatest  moment  and  importance.  I  am 
not  disparaging  that  law ;  but  the  im- 
portation of  the  phrase,  I  think  for  the 
first  time,  is  a  matter  upon  which  there 
might  be  either  a  legal  or  another  argu- 
ment ;  and  it  is  also,  of  course,  open  to 
remark  that  it  is  stated  there  can  be  no 
change  of  that  law  ;  whereas  the  fact  of 
the  case  really  is  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  mean  to  make  this  a  strong 
declaration  of  their  determination  to 
maintain  our  unity  rather  than  they 
wish  to  be  judged  by  a  minute  criticism. 
Of  course,  it  is  obvious  that  fundamental 
law  is  not  infrequently  altered  in  minor 
points,  and  has  been  altered,  mainly  in 
1869,  in  the  ca,8e  then  of  the  Established 
Protestant  Church  in  Ireland,  when  the 
Act  of  Union  declared  that  it  was  essen- 
tial and  fundamental  to  the  Union.  I  do 
not  enter  upon  thoae  minute  oritietsms. 


I  look  upon  it  as  a  declaration  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  favour  of  Im- 
perial unity  and  integrity ;  and  I  will 
only  make  two  very  brief  observations. 
I  have  disclaimed  Party  feeling  in  this 
speech,  and  I  hope  thus  far  I  have  kept 
tolerably  close  to  my  promise  at  the 
outset.  I  cannot  help  saying  that, 
looking  at  the  exact  terms  of  this  para- 
graph as  compared  with  the  terms  of 
tho  Ministerial  speeches  made  before 
the  elections,  I  see  a  considerable  dif- 
ference, and  cannot  help  asking  whether 
it  is  intended  or  not  to  make  that  differ- 
ence the  subject  of  Ministerial  exposi- 
tion P  Sir,  one  other  remark  I  have  to 
make  which  is  not  contentious  at  all. 
I  hope  and  I  feel  assured  that  there  is 
no  intention  at  all  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  or,  I  hope,  of 
any  person  in  this  House,  whatever  his 
political  opinions  may  be,  to  interpose 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  preliminary 
judgment  as  a  bar  to  the  fullest  exposi- 
tion by  Irish  Members  of  whatever  they 
may  think  it  right  to  urge  on  behalf  of 
their  countrymen.  It  would  be  a  sad 
error  in  point  of  prudence,  it  would  be  a 
violation,  in  my  opinion,  of  Parliamen- 
tary and  public  decency,  were  we  not, 
at  any  rate,  to  admit  this  fact — that 
though  we  know  nothing  of  what  is 
going  to  be  asked — and  certainly  we 
know  nothing  that  would  justify  us  in 
saying  that  it  will  be  easily  conceded — 
yet,  whatever  it  is,  if  it  be  true  that 
fire-sixths  of  the  Irish  Bepresentativoa— - 
claiming,  of  course,  the  same  liberty  for 
the  other  sixth — have  come  here  to  make 
representations  and  pleas  in  the  name 
of  their  country,  armed  with  the  autho- 
rity  that  their  oonstitttents  have  been 
legally  empowered  to  g^re  them— our 
duty  is  to  accord  to  them  freely  a 
patient,  a  respectful,  and  a  candid  hear- 
ing. I  think,  Sir,  I  may  only  say  this 
by  way  of  reserve.  I  feel  sure  that 
that  sentiment  will  receive  the  universal 
assent  of  the  House.  "Well,  Sir,  I  go 
on  to  the  second  paragraph,  which  I 
confess  has  very  considerably  disap- 
pointed me.  It  is  the  paragraph  with 
regard  to  the  social  state  of  Ireland.  I 
had  h^ed  that  wo  should  obtain  from 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  after  the 
experience  they  have  had,  some  more 
conclusive  statement  of  their  views  upon 
that  subject.  There  is  a  difference  in 
the  situation  in  which  Members  of  the 
House  are  plaoed  with  regard  to  a  sub- 
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jGct  of  tbia  kind  from  the  position  thoy 
occupy  with  regard  to  matters  of  legis- 
lation or  matters  of  public  principle. 
On  matters  of  legislation  and  on  matters 
of  public  principle  the  Party  in  Opposi- 
tion are  generally  of  opinion  that  they 
can  judge  quite  as  well  as,  and  perhaps 
a  little  better  than,  the  Party  in  power ; 
but  with  regard  to  the  social  state  of 
Ireland,  it  is  impossible,  in  my  opinion, 
for  us  to  form  a  oonclusive  judgment. 
The  information  in  our  possession  is  not 
sufficient.  It  requires  an  outlook  so 
large,  and,  at  the  same  time,  bo  minute 
and  particular,  that  we  are  dependent 
entirely  upon  the  judgment  delivered  to 
us  by  Her  Majesty's  Govomment ;  and 
certainly.  Sir,  if  we  form  our  impres- 
sions from  what  takes  place  at  meetings, 
and  at  deputations,  and  from  the  articles 
of  journals  supposed  to  be  more  or  less 
in  the  confidence  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, I  believe  that  the  whole 
House,  so  far  as  I  know,  have  expected 
that  the  language  of  the  Speech  with 
regard  to  the  social  state  of  Ireland 
would  be  clear  and  intelligible.  Well, 
Sir,  what  does  this  paragraph  tell  us  ? 
It  tells  us  that  Her  Majesty  has  used 
every  exertion  to  maintain  the  law.  It 
tells  us  that  she  has  failed  in  maintain- 
ing it,  because  the  information  she  re- 
ceives leads  her  to  apprehend  that  she 
may  hereafter  have  proposals  to  make. 
It  tells  us  that  she  has  more  than  failed, 
because  the  evils  with  which  she  is  en- 
deavouring to  deal  are,  in  the  language 
of  the  Speech,  "these  growing  evils." 
Well,  Sir,  I  certainly  had  hoped  that 
we  should  have  received  more  light  on 
this  question  of  the  state  of  Ireland 
from  the  Queen's  Speech  than  is  actually 
before  us.  In  the  summer  we  had 
reached  a  certain  condition  of  thiogs. 
Many  Gentlemen  who  sit  here  con- 
demned the  administration  of  Earl 
Spencer  as  warmly  as — I  trust  they  will 
forgive  me  for  saying  it — I  from  my 
heart,  with  all  the  knowledge  I  possess, 
support  it.  At  that  period  there  was  a 
certain  state  of  things  in  Ireland  with 
regard  to  fbe  raitical  subjects — first  of 
crime,  and  secondly  of  contracts.  It 
was  a  state  of  things  which  led  us  then 
in  the  Government  to  think  that  we 
could  part  at  once  with  what  we  con- 
sidered to  be  the  stringent  and  coercive 
clauses  of  the  Crimes  Act ;  and  that  all 
that  remained  for  us  to  do  was  to  main* 
tain,  either  in  the  shape  of  a  positive 
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enactment,  or  in  the  shape  of  discre- 
tionary powers  under  proclamation, 
district  by  district,  certain  of  its  pro- 
visions, which  provisions  we  did  not 
consider  to  involve  interference  with 
liberty.  Had  the  Government  so  clear 
a  view  of  the  condition  of  Ireland?  Al- 
though they  were  completely  new  to 
Office,  with  a  decision  which  they  de- 
scribed as  most  fomal  and  most  de- 
liberate, made  upon  due  examina- 
tion of  the  case,  they  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  Act  might  be  al- 
lowed to  lapse.  I  think  they  are 
aware  that  the  news  of  the  lapsing  of 
that  Act  was  not  received  on  uiis  side 
of  the  House  in  a  grudging  spirit. 
It  was  our  desire,  our  hearty  desire,  that 
the  boldness  then  shown — boldness  ex- 
hibited by  their  being  willing  to  incur 
a  very  great  responsibility,  a  great  and 
heavy  stake  upon  their  success  or  failure 
in  Ireland — we  heartily  desired  the  suc- 
cess of  their  experiment,  and  did  not 
interject  so  much  as  an  observation  to 
detract  from  the  grace  which,  un- 
doubtedly, in  the  face  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  had  surrounded  their  proceed- 
ings. They  must  feel  it  is  right  that  at 
the  earliest  moment  they  should  give  us 
their  impressions  of  that  experiment, 
and  whether  that  experiment,  in  their 
judgment,  has  succeeded,  or  has  failed. 
For  a  long  time — refer  again  to  the 
speeches  of  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury 
—undoubtedly  the  impreesion  was  that, 
upon  the  whole,  it  was  a  success.  As 
to  crime,  there  was  a  decided  decrease ; 
and  as  to  "  Boycotting,"  I  think  it  was 
described  as  the  result  of  action  essen- 
tially feverish  and  temporary,  and  likely 
to  pass  away,  and  almost  ceHain  to  dis- 
appear. That  came  down  to  the  month 
of  November.  Is  the  position  to  be  ro  • 
versed,  or  is  it  not  ?  I  am  sure  that 
when  the  Government  remember  that 
we  are  looking  out  for  means  and  ma* 
terial  for  judgment  in  regard  to  Ireland, 
and  in  this  particular  are  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  what  they  can  tell  us,  yet 
not  able  to  cast  aside  altogether  the  in- 
telligence that  reaches  ua  from  this 
quarter  and  from  that,  it  will  be  felt 
uiat  it  would  be  cruel  to  withhold  from 
us  distinct  information,  and  a  distinct 
announcement  of  their  intention  any 
longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 
Having  said  that,  I  will  only  add  that  I 
do  not  wish  to  use  any  strong  language, 
or  to  make  aoy  severe  charge  upon  the 
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coDduci  of  Her  Majesty's  GoTernment; 
but  I  wish  to  say  that  a  great  obliga- 
tion rests  upon  them,  and  strong  expeo- 
tationa  may  be  reasoDably  outertained 
as  to  their  conduct  in  Ireland.  Then, 
thirdly,  with  respect  to  Ireland,  wo  ai-e 
told  that  a  County  (Jovernment  Bill — 
not  so  described,  but  a  Bill  rather  for 
transfezxuig  to  other  hands  the  functions 
which  now  oelong  to  county  goremment 
—is  abont  to  be  introduoed.  "It  will 
be  lubmitted  to  you ; "  and  then  comes 
tiiis  sentence — 

"A  meaaure  for  the  reform  of  county  go- 
Tcrament  in  Ireland  is  also  In  preparation." 

It  appears  to  me  that,  all  circumstances 
considered,  it  is  evident  that  the  Go- 
vernment hare  roceived  a  severe  shock 
on  the  subject  of  this  measure  of  county 
government  in  Ireland.  It  ia  right  to 
state  that  not  only  the  intention  to  have 
a  plan,  but  the  main  particulars  of  that 
plan,  were  made  known  to  the  Irish 
public  some  weeks  ago.  I  am  not  sure 
how  long  ago — perhaps  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks — but  it  appeared  in  a  news- 
paper, known  to  be  of  great  weight 
ana  importance  in  Ireland.  \^Ironxcal 
PeriiiUits  eheert.']  Is  there  any  ques- 
tion that  The  Dublin  ^rpret*  is  a  most 
important  newspaper  ? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHUEOHILL: 
It  is  not  the  organ  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  did  not  say 
the  organ  of  the  Government.  I  may 
have  said  it  was  on  organ,  but  not  that 
it  was  the  organ  of  the  Government.  In 
this  newspaper,  to  which  it  would  appear 
thateommunications  are  sometimes  made, 
there  is  a  communication  which  I  will 
not  read  to  the  House — Ovst  of  all,  that 
a  Oommittee  of  the  Cabinet  had,  with 
great  care,  prepared  a  plan  of  local  go- 
vernment for  Ireland ;  secondly,  that 
this  plan,  having  gone  through  the 
ordeal  of  .the  Oommittee,  passed  on  to 
that  which  may  be  considered  the  final 
ordeal — namely,  examination  by  the 
Cabinet  itself,  and  that  by  the  Cabinet 
itself  it  had  been  very  considerably 
altered,  showing  it  had  been  the  subject 
of  most  important  and  definite  con- 
sideration, and  it  sets  out  what  were  to 
he  the  ptinoipal  conditions  of  this  plan. 
It  set  out,  on  the  one  hand,  that  there 
were  to  be  circles  of  Governments — 
wheels  within  wheels— and  that  while 
those  county  gorernmenta  were  to  be 
bdund  oonnty  goreranMnts  in  Ungland 
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in  respect  of  not  having  control  of 
police,  they  were  to  be  before  them  in 
regard  to  their  having  apparently  the 
supreme  control  of  the  great  and  vital, 
and,  for  Ireland,  most  important  subject 
of  pi-imary  education.  I  do  not  com- 
plain of  Her  Majesty's  Government  at 
this  moment  because  their  plans  for 
Ireland  may  not  happen  to  be  precisely 
those  which  I  should  think  ample  and 
adequate  for  their  purpose ;  but  what 
I  complain  of  is  that  I  consider  this 
plan  to  bo  a  move  backwards  instead  of 
forwards.  There  appears,  from  a  source 
to  which  we  have  a  right  to  ascribe  im- 
portance, that  early  in  January  a  plan 
is  substantially  prepared.  ["No,  no !  "] 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  would  like  to  read 
this  article,  by  all  means  let  them  do  so. 
But  I  must  say  that,  reading  it  and 
putting  upon  it  the  beat  interpretation  I 
can,  what  I  cannot  but  infer  from  it  is 
this — that  although  the  intention  of 
bringing  in  a  plan  of  local  government, 
small  or  great,  for  Ireland  has  existed, 
yet  it  has  receded  into  the  shade. 
Using  a  phrase  that  has  of  late  been 
rather  popular,  it  has  been  graduidly 
moving  towards  "  the  dim  and  distant 
future."  What  I  would  venture  to  say, 
and  to  press  upon  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, is  this — that  whatever  is  to 
bo  done  for  Ireland,  whether  you  take 
Conservative  organf,  or  whether  you 
take  Liberal  or  Nationalist  organs- 
whatever  is  to  be  done  for  Ireland 
should  be  done  with  all  the  promptitude 
that  the  nature  of  the  'case  demands. 
Besides  the  fact  that  the  County  Go- 
vernment Bill  for  Ireland  is  in  the  rear 
of  the  Eepresentative  Councils  Bill  for 
England,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite has  also  informed  us  to-night  that 
he  proposes  to  proceed  at  once  with  the 
question  of  procedure.  I  myself  have  a 
very  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  the 
question ;  and  I  am  almost  prepared  to 
say  that  I  think  considerable  sacrifices 
might  properly  be  made  by  this  House 
for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  pro- 
cedure as  a  claim  anterior  to  that  of  ordi- 
nary legislation.  There  remains  behind 
the  question  whether  the  case  of  Ire- 
land, as  it  now  exists,  is  a  question 
of  ordinary  legislation.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  recollect,  no  doubt,  that 
it  cost  us  from  SO  to  40  days  of  hard 
work  to  obtain  the  limited  amount  of 
reform  in  our  procedure  that  we  ob- 
tained in  1882.  Is  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
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tiemaa  sanguine  as  to  the  prospect  of 
making  more  rapid  progress  with  tliat 
question  than  we  made?  One  conchi- 
sioQ  I  most  deliberately  arrired  at,  and 
I  give  it  him  far  what  it  may  be  worth. 
That  was,  thai  it  is  almost  vain  to  hope 
to  make  seriona  progress,  except  with 
the  command  of  the  whole  time  of 
the  House.  We  got  command  of  the 
whole  time  of  the  House;  but  wc  got  it 
in  the  month  of  October,  and  a  pretty 
severe  penalty  we  paid  for  it.  I  myself 
felt  the  fruits  of  it  in  the  necessity  for 
going  abroad  a  couple  of  months  after. 
But  it  is  one  thing  to  ask  for  the  whole 
time  of  the  House  after  the  regular 
Business  of  the  Session ;  it  is  another 
thing  to  ask  for  it  when  the  Business  of 
the  Session  is  commencing.  Do  what 
he  will,  the  right  hoo.  Gentleman  must 
make  frequent  interruptions  of  proce- 
dure in  order  to  briogon  his  Estimates  ; 
and,  above  all,  in  order  to  get  through 
the  Supplementary  Estimates,  that  por- 
tentous labour  which  of  late  years  has 
added  to  the  burdens  of  the  House.  All, 
however,  that  I  now  wish  to  say  on  the 
matter  is,  that  I  am  afraid  this  is  a  fur- 
ther serious  postponement  of  all  attempts 
at  legislation  for  Ireland.  I  do  not  ask 
the  GoTemment  to  study  in  my  sense 
what  the  legislation  for  Ireland  may  be, 
or  ought  to  be,  even  if  my  mind  were 
made  up  on  the  subject ;  but  I  do  not 
possess  the  means  of  making  the  in- 
quiries that  are  necessary  to  any  sound 
legislation.  But  I  do  ask  Her  Majesty's 
Government  if  they  intend  to  give  to 
Ireland  the  benefit  of  legislation,  to  let 
it  be  promptly  known,  and  to  giveeflfect 
to  it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  I 
wish  I  could  have  doalt  with  this  ques- 
tion exactly  aa  with  the  question  of 
foreign  policy,  and  have  congratulated 
the  Government  on  the  discharge  of  its 
arduous  duties.  I  am  compelled,  how- 
ever, to  say  that  I  am  unable,  regarding 
these  paragraphs  as  a  whole,  to  say  that 
they  are  so  entirely  sufficient  and  satis- 
factory. It  is  an  escellent  thing  to  say 
that  you  will  maintain  the  unity  of  the 
Empire.  In  Heaven's  name  do  main- 
tain it  with  ail  your  might !  But  we 
have  been  maintaining  it  for  85  years ; 
and  not  only  for  85  years  sinoe  the 
Union,  but  for  600  years  before.  Some- 
thing more  is  requisite.  "Whatever  you 
think  is  adequate  to  the  cose,  be  it  for 
social  order,  be  it  for  local  government, 
let  us  know,  and  let  us  know  promptly, 
iO-.  Gkdttme 
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what  it  is.  The  obligations  which  I 
have  described  as  incumbent  on  every 
Member  in  this  great  cause  would  com- 
pel us,  oven  if  we  were  more  reluctant 
than  we  ore,  to  entertain  favourably  the 
proposals  which  you  may  conscientiously 
recommend.  What  is  here  you  cannot 
yourselves  pretend  to  he  altogether 
satiefactoiy.  Our  duty  will  not  allow 
us  to  proceed  to  deal  in  any  circum- 
stances with  the  case  of  Ireland.  It 
still  remains  our  duty  to  listen  to  what 
others  have  to  say,  and  to  judge  and  to 
try  it  under  the  strictest  and  heaviest 
responsibility  that  ever  lay  on  a  Eepre- 
sentative  Assembly.  You  have  most 
properly  wound  up  your  Speech  by  ad- 
vising the  Queen  to  express  her  con- 
fidence in  a  protection  and  a  guidance 
for  our  acts  better  than  any  which  our 
own  unassisted  faculties  can  supply. 
Let  us  remember  the  high  and  solemn 
appeal  we  have  made  to  that  guidance, 
and  as  in  the  face  of  Almighty  God,  to 
whose  keeping  wo  have  been  com- 
mended, so  by  taking  oare  to  observe  all 
the  laws  and  all  the  qualities  by  which, 
in  any  difficult  and  controverted  matter, 
truth  may  sometimes  he  attained  and 
benefits  sometimes  realized.  Let  us  not 
deviate  from  that  path  of  temper  and 
self-command ;  but,  forgetful  of  every 
prejudice,  let  us  strive  to  do  justice  to 
the  great,  the  varied,  and  the  gigantic 
interests  committed  to  our  care. 

The  OHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  : 
Sir,  I  desire,  as  my  first  duty,  to  con- 
gratulate my  noble  Friend  (Viscount 
Ourzon)  the  Mover  and  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Houldsworth)  the  Seconder  of  the 
Address  in  reply  to  the  Most  Gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne, «n  behalf  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  both  ful- 
filled the  task  entrusted  to  them  to-night. 
I  was  glad  to  hear  those  encouraging 
words  which  fell  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone)  on 
this  matter.  I  feel  sure  by  what  he  has 
done  to-night  my  noble  Friend  the 
Member  for  Southern  Buckinghamshire 
has  earned  the  right  not  only  to  rely  on 
the  indidgence,  but  on  the  desire  of  the 
Honse  to  hear  him  whenever  he  may 
take  part  in  our  debates  ;  and  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North-West 
Manchester,  who  is  a  comparatively  old 
and  tried  Member  among  us,  has,  with 
his  usual  good  aenee  and  practical  hnow- 
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ledge,  placed  befoTe  the  House  to-night 
the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  great  com- 
mercial  community  which  he  represents. 
I  wish,  in  the  next  place,  to  expresa^our 
gratitude  to  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
opposite  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  referred  to  the  leading  paragraphs 
of  Her  Majestj's  Most  Gkacioua  Speech. 
We  acknowledged  last  summer  the  as- 
sistance which  he  rendered  to  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  day  by  his  remarks  on  the 
negotiations  vith  Bussia  on  the  subject 
of  the^nlfikarPasa;  and  I  would'venture 
again  to  thank  him  to-night  for  his  refer- 
ence to  that  matter,  and  to  the  action  of 
Lord  Salisbury  in  regard  to  the  negotia- 
tions respecting  Eastern  Koumelia.  I  have 
no  cause  to  complain  either  of  the  re- 
ference which  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
made  to  the  position  of  affairs  in  Egypt. 
He  certainly  expressed  some  doubt  whe- 
ther there  was  any  evidence  that  the 
presence  of  a  Turkish  Oommissionor  in 
Cairo  was  likely  to  advance  the  interests 
of  the  country,  or  the  settlement  of  the 
great  questions  pending  there.  Well, 
Sir,  it  IS  premature  to  discuss  that  sub- 
ject in  the  absence  of  fUUer  informa- 
tion ;  but  I  think  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  show,  not  only  that  the  association 
with  us  of  the  Suzerain  Power  of  Egypt 
in  the  work  to  be  done  there,  and  the 
full  recognition  afforded  by  the  presence 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Forte  of 
the  right  of  England  to  do  that  work, 
is  having  a  material  effect  for  good, 
but  also  that,  by  the  concerted  action 
of  the  two  Commissioners,  matters  of 
the  greatest  importance  with  reference 
to  the  frontier  defences  of  that  country 
are  in  active  process  of  settlement.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  shortly 
to  the  paragraph  in  the  Speech  deal- 
ing with  Bnrmah,  and  he  questioned 
some  general  principles  which  he  ap- 
pearea  to  Hda  in  that  paragraph.  I 
can  only  say  that,  in  framing  that  para* 
graph,  it  was  not  our  object  to  lay  down 
any  general  principle  at  all.   It  has  re- 
ference simply  to  the  circumstances  of 
that  particular  case  ;  and  when,  not 
long  hence,  my  noble  Friend  fulfils  the 
duty  incumbent  upon  him  of  proposing, 
within  a  month  of  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament, a  Besolution  authorizing  the 
payment  out  of  the  Indian  Bevenues 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Burmese  War, 
and  when  1h.e  Papers  on  this  subject 
are  foUy  in   the  possession  of  the 
Hoose,  I  think  these  two  ^ngs  will 


be  clear— first,  that  we  had  absolutely 
no  choice  as  to  the  annexation  of 
Upper  Barmah;  and,  secondly,  that  if 
that  annexation  had  been  delayed,  there 
would  have  been  the  gravest  risk  of 
serious  injury  to  the  poutical  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  country  in  the 
East.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fur- 
ther complained  of  the  absence  of  spe- 
cial reference  to  any  measure,  except 
in  the  paragraph  relating  to  the  Globe 
Lands  Bill,  for  promoting  the  inte- 
rests of  the  agricultural  labourer,  and 
also  found  some  fault  with  the  sentence 
relating  to  the  Crofters  Bill.  I  will 
only  say,  iu  reply  to  those  remarks,  that 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  place 
before  the  House,  in  the  compass  of  a 
paragraph  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  aoy 
real  information  as  to  the  contents  of 
any  Bills  which  it  is  our  intention  to  in- 
troduce. If  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
(Mr.  Jesse  OoUings),  who  has  given 
Kotice  this  evening  of  his  intention  to 
move  an  Amendment  to  the  Address, 
upon  the  subject  of  agricultural  allot- 
ments, will  wait  for  the  measures  which 
we  have  promised,  I  think  he  will  find 
that  if  his  wishes  are  not  met,  that 
will,  at  any  rate,  be  a  more  convenient 
opportunity  for  raising  this  question 
than  can  be  afibrded  by  a  dtscu8»ion 
upon  a  paragraph  in  the  Queen's  S^f^cfa. 
The  most  important  part  of  the  speech, 
however,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  just  delivered,  is  unquestion- 
ably that  relating  to  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  a  sentence 
iu  the  Address  which  he  put  forth 
to  his  constituents  in  September  last, 
as   expressing  his  opinion  upon  this 

geat  question.  He  reminded  the 
ouse  that  he  had,  in  that  Address, 
dwelt  strongly  upon  the  necessi^  of 
granting  emarged  powers  of  self-go- 
vernment to  Irelam^  but  subject  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  supremacy  of  the 
Crown,  the  unity  of  the  Empire,  and 
all  the  authority  of  Parliament  neces- 
sary for  the  conservation  of  that  imity ; 
and  he  rather  complained  that  this  part 
of  his  address  had  not  been  animad- 
verted upon  by  any  of  the  principal 
speakers  on  our  side. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  No;  I  was  de- 
lighted, and  expressed  my  satisfaction. 

The  OH  ANGELLOE  of  thk  EXCHE- 
QUER :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ex- 
pressed satisfaction  that  this  part  of 
his  address  had  not  been  unfavourably 
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commented  npon  by  anv  leading  eup- 
porters  of  Her  Majesty  s  Government. 
If  I  may  speak  for  myself  on  that  mat- 
ter, I  will  frankly  say  that  I  abstained 
from  commenting  upon  that  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman's  address,  because 
I  could  not  understand  precisely  vhat 
it  vas  that  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman 
meant  by  it.  He  has  talked  again  to- 
night of  the  nnity  of  the  Empire  ;  but 
evidently,  in  his  mind,  the  "  unity  of 
the  Empire "  is  consisteDt  with  the 
existence  of  a  Farhoment  here  and 
of  another  Parliament  in  Dublin ;  be- 
cause he  reminded  us  that  the  unity  of 
the  Empire  had  existed,  not  only  for 
the  last  85  years,  but  for  600  years  be- 
fore. Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
went  on  to  refer  to  the  speeches  made 
by  Lord  Salisbury.  I  think  that  it  was 
scarcely  fair,  when  Lord  Sahsburj^  at 
Newport  distinctly  stated  his  own  opi- 
nion that  no  scheme  of  federation  of 
which  he  had  ever  heard  was  applicable 
to  the  circumstances  of  England  and 
Ireland — ^I  think  it  was  hardly  fair  to 
suggest  that  Lord  Salisbury  referred  to 
that  proposal  as  a  possible  solution  of 
the  matter.  The  rigbt  hon.  Gentleman 
quoted  from  the  speech  made  by  Lord 
Salisbury  at  the  Mansion  House ;  and 
he  referred  to  the  opinion  then  expressed 
by  his  Lordship  on  the  importance  of 
preserving  the  integrity  of  the  Empire, 
and  of  protecting  the  rights  of  mino- 
rities in  Irelfmd.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  the  address  which  he 
quotes  to  this  House  to-ni^ht  as  the 
definite  expression  of  his  opinion  on  that 
subject,  said  nothing  about  protecting 
the  rights  of  the  minorities  in  Irelanil 
I  welcome  his  adhesion  to  that  doctrine 
to-night ;  hut  I  should  have  welcomed 
it  more  if  he  had  agreed  with  us  in  be- 
lieving that  for  the  due  preservation  of 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire,  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  rights  of  the  minority 
in  Ireland,  it  is  essential  that  the  fun- 
damental law  of  the  Legislative  Union 
between  the  two  countries  should  be 
maintained.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
deprecated  any  further  declaration  with 
rCRard  to  this  subject  on  his  own  part 
—he  even  said  that  any  such  declara- 
tion would  be  injurious.  Sir,  it  seems 
to  me  that  in  this  matter  there  is 
something  more  to  be  considered  than 
the  tactics  of  an  old  Parliamentary 
hand.  I  could  not  overrate  the  value 
to  those  persons  in  England,  and  much 
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more  in  Ireland,  who  are  in  faTOur 
of  maintaining  the  Legislative  Union 
between  the  two  countries,  of  an  oat- 
spoken  and  a  frank  declaration 'by  the 
nght  hon.  Gentleman,  similar  to  that 
which  has  fallen  from  the  noble  Mar- 
quess  the  Member  for  North-East  Lan- 
cashire (the  Marquess  of  Hartington), 
of  his  intention  to  maintain  that  Legis- 
lative Union,  about  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  turned  and  twisted  to-ntght, 
but  with  regard  to  which  he  said  no 
definite  word.  "We  have  thought  it  not 
only  rigbt,  but  necessary,  in  this  most 
formal  and  solemn  way,  to  express  our 
determination  as  a  Government  upon 
this  great  question.  That  determination 
will  not  be  welcome  to  hon.  Members 
who  follow  the  lead  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parneil). 
They  have  a  perfect  right  and  sufficient 
ability  to  bring  before  this  House  their 
opinions  with  relation  to  this  subject ; 
and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
suggested  that,  by  advising  the  intro- 
duction of  this  paragraph  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty's  Gracious  Speech,  we  were  at- 
tempting to  preclude  the  fair  considera- 
tion of  it  by  the  House-  of  Commons, 
he  made  a  suggestion  which  is  abso- 
lutely without  foundation.  "We  have 
thought  it  right  to  say  what  we  think — 
it  is  for  others,  if  they  disagree  with 
us,  to  bring  forward  their  views  here  in 
that  definite  state  which  hitherto  thej 
have  never  assumed,  and  then  we  shall 
say  what  we  think  of  them.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  have  bad  some 
trouble  to  convince  himself  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  a  declaration  from 
him  on  this  question.  I  have  referred 
to  the  greatest  necessity  of  all ;  but  waa 
there  no  necessity  for  such  a  declaration, 
even  from  an  old  Parliamentary  hand, 
for  the  guidance  and  comfort  of  his  own 
Party  ?  We  all  know  to  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to-night — to 
those  rumours  which  have  been  intheair, 
those  "unauthorized  communications" 
made  by  unknown  persons  to  irrespon- 
sible newspapers.  What  was  it  that 
induced  the  noble  Marquess  the  Mem- 
ber for  North-East  Lancashire,  in  con- 
cert with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  East  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
Goschen),  who  sits  near  him,  to  write  a 
formal  letter  to  the  public  Press,  to  tho 
effect  that  the  noble  Marquess  saw  no 
reason  to  depart  in  any  degree  from  the 
declarations  which  he  lu4  made  upon 
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this  sabjeot  ?  Why  hare  we  seen  those 
impassioned  utterances  from  pillars  of 
the  Liberal  Party  in  the  persona  of  two 
noble  Bukes  ?  Why  was  it  necessary  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
lor  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  Chamber- 
lain), when  addressing  a  meeting  the 
other  evening,  to  go  out  of  his  way  to  say 
that,  although  no  one  was  willing  to 
make  greater  sacrifices  than  he  was  to 
secure  the  unity  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
there  was  one  thing  that  be  would  not 
sacrifice,  and  that  was  the  unity  and  the 
integrity  of  the  Empire.  I  want  to  know 
what  is  to  be  the  policy  of  the  great 
Party  opposite  upon  this  important 
question  ?  We  have  raised  this  matter 
plainly  before  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try, in  advising  this  paragraph  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne ;  if  they  do  not 
agree  with  us,  lot  them  move  an  Amend- 
ment to  that  effect.  If  they  do  agree 
with  lis,  let  them,  through  the  mouth  of 
someone  who  is  authorized  to  speak  on 
their  behalf— if  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man  with  all  his  auihority  will  not  do 
it — let  them  make  a  declaration  of  assent 
to  our  views.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  charged  us  with  hesitation  in 
producing  a  measure  dealing  with  county 
government  in  Ireland,  and  he  referred 
to  the  most  extraordinary  myth  wbich  I 
think  could  ever  have  deceived  any  hon. 
Member  of  this  House.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  really  seems  to  believe 
that  a  statement  of  the  kind  which 
he  quoted  from  Tht  Dublin  £xpru»  ap- 
pearing in  s  uew^aper  of  these  days, 
especially  in  Ireland,  was  likely  to  be 
based  upon  the  authority  of  Her  Ma- 
jes^'s  Government.  Well,  Sir,  I  have 
dumuiterized  that  statement  as  a  myth, 
and  I  can  find  no  other  description  for 
it.  If  hon.  Members  agree  with  us 
in  beUeving  that  it  is  neoessary  to 
maintain  the  Legislative  Union  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  I  think  they 
will  also  be  of  opinion  that  no  enlarge- 
ment of  the  powers  of  local  government 
in  Ireland  Bnonld  be  given  which  could 
be  used  as  a  lever  to  weaken  and  destroy 
that  Legislative  Union,  or  which  would 
enable  a  majority — a  political  or  social 
majority — to  tyrannize  over  the  minority 
of  the  people.  If  this  be  so,  surely  they 
will  feel  Uiat  the  extent  to  which  the 
xeform  of  local  goremment  in  Ireland 
shonld  be  granted,  and  the  tihie  at 
which  it  cotud  be  undertaken,  must  de- 
pend Teiy  lai^ely  indeed  upon  the  con- 


dition of  Ireland  and  the  feeling  of  the 
people.  Now,  what  is  the  present  con- 
dition of  Ireland  ?  I  do  not  wish  to 
give  to  the  House  an  alarmist  view  of 
the  matter.  Experience  has  taught  me 
that,  in  describing  the  condition  of  Ire- 
land, Irishmen  are  apt  to  exaggerate  and 
EDglishmen  to  generalize  very  hastily 
from  particular  circumstances.  But  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  charges  us 
with  having  changed  our  policy  towards 
Ireland  since  November  last,  I  would 
venture  to  remind  him  of  a  speech  of 
my  own  which  I  know  he  did  me  the 
honour  to  read,  because  he  wrote  to 
me  upon  it,  in  which,  on  September  30, 
I  distinctly  stated  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  Her  llilajesty'a  Government, 
if  the  powers  of  the  ordinary  law  were 
not  sufficient  to  cope  with  the  crime 
of  "Boycotting,"  to  apply  to  Parliament 
for  further  powere.  Well,  after  that 
statement  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  feel  that  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
taunt  us  with  having  held  our  tongues 
for  the  sake  of  securing  the  support  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Oork 
and  hia  Friends  until  the  General  Elec- 
tion, which  did  not  take  place  till  the 
end  of  November,  and  then  changing 
our  policy  to  that  indicated  in  this  para- 
graph. The  tone  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, when  referring  to  the  failure  of 
our  attempt  to  dispense  with  exceptional 
powers,  was,  I  thought,  somewhat  un- 
generous. He  spoke  very  differently 
when  he  addressed  the  House  on  this 
subject  in  July  last.  I  acknowledged 
then  the  manner  in  which  he  referred  to 
this  important  matter.  If  that  attempt 
bad  failed,  I,  for  one,  should  still  be 
glad  we  had  made  it;  because  I  feel 
strongly,  as  I  then  stated  to  the  House, 
that  the  Government  should  do  its  best 
with  the  powen  of  the  ordinary  law, 
and  should  never  resort  to  exceptional, 
legislation  without  being  abundcmtly 
satisfied  of  its  necessity.  But  I  'contest 
the  assertion  that  the  course  which  we 
took  in  July  last  has  been  a  complete 
failure. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  I  did  not  eay  so. 

The  OHANCELLOE  of  tub  EXOHE- 
QUEB :  It  has  been  asserted,  and  I 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
so. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  No ;  I  did  noz 
say  so.  I  dmred  it  from  the  news- 
papers, and  I  believed  it  to  be  the  com- 
mon impression. 
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The  CHANOELLOEopthe  EXCHE- 
QUEB  :  There  are  two  points  which  I 
feel  bound  to  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  House.  In  the  first  place,  we 
have  advised  Her  Majesty  to  state, 
in  this  Speech,  that  there  has  been 
during  the  last  year  no  marked  increase 
of  serious  orime.  That,  Sir,  is  the  case, 
in  spite  of  the  oessation  of  die  Grimes 
Act  during  the  last  six  months  of  the 
year,  and  in  spite,  also,  of  exceptional 
commercial  and  agricultural  depression 
in  Ireland.  The  facts  with  regard  to 
agrarian  crime  and  outrage  are  these  : 
—In  the  last  six  months  of  1885  there 
were  513  cases  of  agrarian  crime  and 
outrage  in  Ireland,  as  against  374  in 
the  corresponding  six  months  of  1864. 
But  of  those  543  oases,  as  many  as  270 
were  oases  of  threatening  letters  and 
notices,  which,  aa  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man knows  very  well,  lukve  not  hitherto 
been  considered  of  great  importance, 
and  many  others  were  by  no  means  cases 
of  serious  crime.  There  was,  taking 
the  whole  number  of  oases,  a  greater 
proportion  of  minor  crime  in  me  last 
six  months  of  last  year  tiian  in  the  last 
six  months  of  1884.  But  another  very 
important  fact,  which  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  Speech,  ought  to  be  stated,  that 
the  House  may  hare  the  statistics  of 
crime  fairly  before  it.  Oflfenders  have 
been  punished  in  Ireland  during  the  last 
six  months  even  in  cases  of  "  Moonlight- 
ing," and  cases  of  the  sort  in  which  it 
has  always  been  difficult  to  secure  con- 
victions in  Ireland — even  in  these  cases 
convictions  have  been  obtained :  and  at 
the  Winter  Assizes  there  was  not,  so  far 
as  I  know,  a  single  important  case  in 
which  there  was  a  failure  of  justice  ; 
and  these  convictions  were  obtained 
through  ordinary  juries,  although  one 
of  tiie  proposals  of  the  Grimes  Act^ 
^hieh  I  believe  it  had  been  intended  to 
renew,  was  the  power  to  obtain  special 
juries  in  these  cases.  I  have  felt  it 
right  to  put  these  points  fairly  before 
the  House,  as  affecting  the  social  and 
material  condition  of  Ireland  ;  but  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  this  is  by  no  means 
—I  wish  it  were — a  complete  picture  of 
the  state  of  the  country.  As  we  have 
advised  Her  Hi^esty  to  state  in  Her 
Speech — 

"  There  ia  in  many  places  a  coocertod  resiet- 
ance  to  the  enforcemeat  of  legal  obligations," 

by  no  means  confined  to  matters  a£fect- 
ing  landlords  and  tenants,  and — 


"  The  practice  of  orgaoixed  intimidation  con- 
tinues to  exist." 

I  have  always  believed  that  neither  of 
these  could  have  been  stopped,  or  would 
have  been  materially  diminished,  by  the 
mere  renewal  of  any  parts  of  the  Crimes 
Act,  and  for  this  simple  reason-— that  both, 
had  grown  up  while  tiie  Crimes  Act  was 
in  operation.  We  may  be  asked — and 
fairly  asked — what  measures  have  been 
taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
Ireland  to  deal  with  these  serious 
offences  ?  Well,  Sir,  where  intimidation 
has  manifested  itself  in  language,  action, 
or  in  any  form  of  turbulence,  prosecu- 
tions have  been  instituted.  In  the  nine 
weeks  ending  January  2, 408  individuals 
were  proceeded  against  at  Petty  Ses- 
sions for  offences  not  amounting  to 
actual  outrage  connected  with  '*  Boy- 
cotting." Of  these  139  were  summarily 
convicted,  110  were  returned  for  trial, 
and  76  were  adjourned  for  lengthened 
periods  to  test  the  promises  of  good  be- 
haviour in  the  futiun  made  by  the  per* 
sons  charged.  Therefore,  the  House 
will  see  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  not  been  idaok  to  mforce  the  orAi- 
nary  law  as  far  as  it  is  possible 
against  crimes  of  this  description ;  but, 
notwithstanding  this,  as  we  are  com- 
pelled to  state  in  this  paragraph,  these 
evils  are  growing — and  seriously  grow- 
ing— and,  in  our  judgment,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  primary  and  urgent  necessity  for 
the  welfare  of  Ireland  that  they  should 
be  put  down.  Whether  it  ia  possible  to 
deal  with  them  by  any  further  applica- 
tion of  the  powers  of  the  ordinary  law, 
or  whether  it  is  necessary  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  ask  Parliament  to  confer 
upon  the  Executive  additional  powers, 
are  questions  which  will  receive  the  im- 
mediate and  earnest  attention  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Strand  Divimon  of  Westminster  (Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith),  who  has,  I  think,  with  p»at 
patriotism  and  self-aamfice,  accepted  a 
difficult  and  an  anxious  task  at  a  very 
dangerous  time.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  twitted  us  with  what  he 
calls  the  "  inconsequent  conclusion  "  of 
the  last  sentence  of  this  paragraph.  I 
was  surprised  at  such  a  taunt  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  because,  in  1870, 
when  he  was  himself  Prime  Minister,  ho 
advised  Her  Majesty  to  express  herself 
in  similar  language.  He  advised  her 
to  inform  Parliament  that  the  recent  ex- 
tension of  agrarian  crimes  in  sereral 
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parts  of  Ireland  had  filled  Her  Majesty 
with  painful  concern  ;  that  although  the 
number  of  offences  within  that  olasa  of 
crimes  had  been  by  no  means  so  great 
as  at  some  former  periods,  the  icdis- 
poeition  to  nve  evidence  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  had  been  alike  re- 
markable and  injurious ;  and  then  he 
concluded  by  advising  Her  Majesty  to 
state  that  she  would  not  hesitate  to  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  special  pro- 
visions  should  such  a  policy  appear 
during  the  course  of  the  SessioD  to  be 
reqaired  in  the  permanent  interests 
of  peace  and  order.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  that  time  was  accused  of 
ambiguity  of  utterance  and  of  post- 
poning the  protection  of  life  and  pro- 
perty to  an  attempt  to  deal  with  the  law 
of  land  tenure,  and  what  was  his  reply  ? 
His  reply  was,  I  think,  not  only  suffi- 
cient, but  complete.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said — 

"  In  the  intention  annonnoed  by  the  Qovern- 

ment  so  far  aa  that  intention  imposei 

a  carefal  daily  regard  to  the  coodition  of  Tre- 
land,  and  their  duty  to  propose  everythiag 
whidi  that  condition  xeqnirea,  there  is  nothing 
ambignoiu  or  contingent.'*— (S  Santar^  [i99] 

Well,  Sir,  that  is  my  answer  now.  That 
is  the  duty  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment feel  it  incumbent  upon  them 
to  perform ;  but  it  is  a  duty  which  I 
will  venture  to  remind  the  House  we 
are  called  upon  to  perform  in  the  face 
of  no  common  difficulties.  If  it  be  true, 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  Newcastle  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  some  time  ago  pithily 
stated,  that  the  result  of  the  General 
Election  has  not  been  to  place  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  in  the  position  that  he  desired, 
it  is  no  less  true  that  the  result  of  the 
General  Election  was  not  satisfactory  to 
Her  Majesty's  present  Advisers.  Sir, 
the  verdict  of  the  nation  was  uncertain. 
[•*No,  no!"  and  "Yes,  yes!"]  If  it 
was  not  uncertain,  move  a  Vote  of  Want 
of  Confidence  as  an  Amendment  to  the 
Address.  I  repeat,  that  the  verdict  of 
the  nation  was  uncertain ;  and  so  we 
were  compelled,  not  merely  by  a  feeling 
of  duty,  but  by  Constitutional  usage, 
to  remain  at  our  posts  in  a  crisis  of  the 
gravest  difficulty  to  the  Empire.  Well, 
Sir,  we  may  not  be  strong  in  our  own 
strength ;  but  there  is  one  opinion 
wfaieh  I  believe  will  receive  the  assent 
of  every  hon.  Member  of  this  House 

TOL.  coon,  [tkuld  ssbiss.] 


— that  nothing  could  be  worse  for  our 
common  country  than  that  her  affairs 
should  bo  administered  by  a  Govern- 
ment which  is  daily  struggling  for  a 
precarious  and  doubtful  existence.  If 
the  majorit;^^  of  this  House  dislikes 
our  policy,  if  it  distrusts  our  aoMons, 
let  it  say  so  as  soon  as  may  be,  not  for 
our  sakos,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  coun- 
try. We  shall  know  how  to  act.  But 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  the  will  of 
the  majority  of  this  House  that  we 
should  remain  in  Office,  then  I  would 
venture  humbly,  but  most  earnestly,  to 
ask  hon.  Members,  irrespective  of  Party 
divisions,  whether,  having  come  to  that 
decision,  they  ought  not  to  give  to  us 
that  priceless  strength  which  alone,  by 
the  sense  of  a  free  and  independent 
support  in  the  House  of  Commons,  can 
enable  any  Ministers  successfully  to 
carry  on  the  affairs  of  our  country. 

Sm  JOHN  KENNAWAT  said,  it 
was  well,  at  the  outset  of  the  debate, 
that  they  should  reflect  that  the  present 
Parliament  was  the  consummation  of 
one  of  the  ^eatest  revolutions  which 
the  Constitution  had  witnessed.  It  was 
a  revolution  brought  about  by  the  action 
of  both  political  Parties.  He  was  within 
the  bounds  of  moderation  when  be  held 
that  scarcely  ever  in  the  history  of  Par- 
liament had  a  Session  been  opened 
which  excited  more  interest  than  the 
present.  Having  listened  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  and  to  those  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  and  of  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  he  thought  they 
must  all  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
attitude  of  the  two  Parties  in  the  State 
towards  the  great  question  of  the  hour 
showed  that  they  were,  as  yet,  only  on 
the  threshold  of  the  Irish  Question ; 
and  they  had  learned  little  of  what 
would  be  the  policy  to  which  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  made  up  their 
minds,  or  that  to  which  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  was  coming,  and  to  which 
he  would  direct  his  Party.  They  lived 
under  a  Constitution  for  which  they  had 
shed  their  blood,  and  to  which  they 
might  look  hack  with  satisfaction.  The 
revolution  which  had  taken  place  now 
had  been  a  silent  and  quiet  one,  there 
had  been  no  tearing  down  of  park  rail- 
ings, and  yet  nearly  3,000,000  voters 
had  been  added  to  the  electoral  roll  of 
the  country.  The  Eeform  Bill  of  1832 
had  transferred  political  power  from  the 
aristocracy  to  the  middle  class;  and  a 


Digitized  by 


{COMMONS}  Afuver  to  Ser  182 


181  Addrmin 

farther  chao^e  had  been  made  in  1886 
in  the  direction  of  giving  a  vote  to  the 
working  classes.  Now,  although  he 
might  deplore  that  many  parts  of  his 
own  county  had  departed  from  the  old 
Constitution  al  attitude  vhich  they  had 
maintained  under  a  more  restricted  fran- 
chise, at  the  same  time  many  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  would  regret 
that  a  large  amount  of  the  new  voters 
in  the  South-East  of  England  had  pro- 
claimed their  adherence  to  Constitutional 
principles.  They  did  not  know  what 
would  be  the  definite  result  of  the  revo- 
lution in  the  future ;  but  one  thing  had 
been  satisfactorily  proved — namely,  that 
the  agricultural  labourer  was  not  the 
degraded  and  unhappy  being  whom 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  had  been 
80  fond  of  depicting.  He  thouffht  that 
they  might  congratulate  themselves  that 
there  had  been  so  few  spoilt  papers  in 
the  decUons.  A  time  would  come  when 
the  agricultural  labourer  would  find  out 
that  the  Government  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone) 
had  not  been  altogether  perfect,  or 
altogether  successful,  and  would  find 
out  that  ^the  interests  of  employer  and 
employed  were  more  closely  united  than 
they  now  considered.  The  result  of  the 
late  change  had  been  that  they  had 
broadened  the  basis  on  which  the  Oon- 
stitution  rested.  With  regard  to  edu- 
cation, much  would  be  done  by  the  fact 
of  the  labourer  being  entrusted  with 
a  vote,  and  being  called  upon  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  two  Parties  in 
the  State,  and  by  feeling  that  he  was 
no  longer  outside  the  pale  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  result  of  this  change,  ii 
it  was  to  be  worth  anything,  must  be 
that  fuller  expression  would  be  given  to 
the  general  feeling  of  the  country.  In 
the  present,  the  labourer  had,  at  all 
events,  exercised  his  vote  independently, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  labourers'  wants 
and  desires  would  receive  careful  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  House. 
No  one,  however,  would  say  that  the 
Parliaments  of  the  last  50  years  had 
done  nothing  for  the  benefit  of  the 
-working  classes.  They  had  passed  Fac- 
tory Acts,  Acts  for  the  better  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes,  and  for  re- 
moving the  disabilities  under  which 
-working  men  laboured.  The  relation 
of  labour  to  capital  had  been  greatly 
improved,  and  the  late  Sir  Bobert  Peel 

Sir  John  Kennawa^ 


had  greatly  benefited  the  working 
classes  by  removing  taxes  on  industry 
and  by  freeing  the  importation  of  corn. 
Still,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  effect 
of  the  recent  change  would  be  that  the 
wishes  of  this  class  would  be  more 
closely  attended  to.  It  was,  perhaps, 
difficult  to  ascertain  the  precise  wishes 
of  the  rural  population ;  but  the  three 
acres  and  a  cow,  of  which  they  had 
heard  bo  much,  were  really  the  exprea- 
fiion  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourer  to  have  more  share  in 
the  land  on  which  he  lived.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  consolidation 
of  farms  had  divorced  the  labourer 
from  the  soil  to  a  very  large  extent ; 
but  by  the  action  of  individual  pro- 
prietors,  and  of  local  authorities,  he 
hoped  that  allotments  might  be  more 
easily  granted  than  before.  With  regard 
to  education,  he  hoped  that  no^n^ 
would  be  done  which  would  tend  to  ^- 
minish  the  self-reliance  of  the  labourer, 
and  that  the  Oommission  would  look 
carefully  into  this  matter  before  they 
gave  him  free  education.  As  to  local 
taxation^  the  producer  should  have  that 
relief  given  to  him  which  Parliament 
had  again  and  again  said  it  was  right 
that  he  should  have.  He  was  glad  to 
see  that  the  Procedure  of  the  House 
had  been  put  in  the  forefront  of  mattera 
to  be  dealt  with,  since  great  impatience 
had  lately  been  shown  at  the  inability 
of  Parliament  to  deal  with  the  questions 
submitted  to  it.  He  trusted  the  result 
of  the  proposals  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  Procedure  would  be  to  increase 
the  effioienoy  and  popularity  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  In  this  connection 
they  had  to  look  to  the  change  in  the 
composition  of  Parties  of  the  Honse  of 
Commons,  and  especially  to  the  growth 
and  policy  of  the  Irish  Party,  whose 
aim  It  was  to  gain  entire  control  for 
Irishmen  over  Irish  affairs,  and  prac- 
tically to  loosen  all  connection  of  Ireland 
withEngland.  ["No,  no!"l  Thehon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell)  had,  at  all  events,  avowed  such  a 
programme.  ["Never!"]  It  was  some- 
thing to  get  that  denial ;  because  such  a 
programme  would  mean  a  hostile  conn- 
try  at  our  doors  and  the  reduction  of 
England  to  the  position  of  a  second  or 
third-rate  Power.  They  had  certainly 
heard  with  dismay  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Leeds,  a  relative  of  the  right 
hon.  Gtentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
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Lotliian,  had  openly  announced  that  if 
fire-sixths  of  the  Members  for  Ireland 
desired  a  local  Parliament  they  cer- 
tainly ought  to  have  one.  Then  it  was 
announced,  with  the  semblance  of  au- 
thority, that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  prepared  to  endorse  the  sentiments 
of  his  son  on  this  subject.  ["No.no!"] 
It  certainly  was  .announced  with  the 
semblance  of  authority.  ["No,  no!"] 
He  must  say,  from  what  tney  had  seen 
and  heard  of  the  sentimeDts  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  regard  to  other  mat- 
ters, it  was  not  very  difi&eult  for  them  to 
believe  that  he  was  prepared  to  take 
this  step ;  and  in  saying  that  he  did  not 
at  all  accuse  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
of  sympathy  with  revolution.  He  (Sir 
John  Kennaway)  hoped  the  two  great 
FartiM  in  the  State  would  put  away 
Tecrimination  and  mutual  charges  of 
znisgoTcrnment  of  Ireland,  and  that 
they  would  rather  admit  that  they  had 
both  committed  inconceivable  foUy  in 
allowing  Ireland  to  be  the  battle-ficdd  of 
Party  politics.  Let  whichever  Party 
could  beet  carry  out  what  was  right  in 
this  matter  carry  it  out,  and  receive  the 
support  of  both  sides  of  the  House,  re- 
cognizing, in  view  of  a  crisis  like  the 
prraent,  that  however  good  and  useful 
service  Party  government  had  done, 
there  were  occasions  when  duty  to  the 
country  rose  above  Party.  Ho  trusted 
they  would  endeavour  to  do  what  was 
right  in  dealing  with  Ireland.  They 
should  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  motto, 
"Be  just  and  fear  not."  Let  them  be 
just  to  the  minority  of  the  Irish  people, 
who  needed  the  protection  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Let  them  be  just  to  the 
landlords,  who  had  purchased  their 
lands  under  the  sanction  of  Imperial 
title.  If  the  law  was  not  strong  enough 
for  that  purpose,  it  might  be  strenglh- 
eued ;  only  ii  it  was  to  be  strengthened, 
let  it  become  more  general  in  its  appli- 
cation, so  as  to  reflect  as  little  as  pos- 
sible upon  tho  Irish  people.  Let  them 
give  to  Ireland,  as  they  had  given  to 
Scotland,  control  over  educational  ques- 
tions. Let  them  make  ofFective  the 
Land  Purchase  Act  of  last  year,  and 
let  them  not  hesitate  to  make  use  of 
Imperial  resources  to  enable  tenants 
to  become  owners  of  the  land.  If 
they  approached  the  subject  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  do  what  was  right 
they  might  leave  the  result  to  a  higher 
power. 
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Me.  T.  C.  HAERINGTON  said,  that 
the  last  speaker  had  not  done  anything  to 
meet  the  objection  taken  that  the  House 
had  not  sufBcient  information  to  deal 
with  the  questions  raised.  Special  promi- 
nence had  been  given  in  the  Speech  of 
Her  Majesty  to  the  change  that  had  taken 
place  in  Ireland  recently  with  regard  to 
crime.  It  was  a  very  strange  fact  that 
every  Government  which  uodortook  the 
control  of  Ireland  was  able  at  any  time 
it  suited  them  to  make  the  statistics  of 
crime  suit  the  poliey  it  wished  to  adopt. 
When  it  suited  the  Government  to  re- 
present to  the  English  and  Irish  people 
that  exceptional  powers  of  legislation 
outside  the  ordinary  law  were  not  neces- 
sary the  statistics  of  crime  in  the  country 
were  regulated  accordingly,  and  it  was 
represented  that  there  was  a  diminution 
of  crime,  and  that  Ireland  was  pro- 
gressing in  peace  if  not  in  prosperity ; 
but  so  soon  as  the  General  Election  was 
over,  and  so  soon  as  the  party  of  pre- 
judice and  disorder,  and  the  party  whidi 
had  encouraged  and  sown  the  seeds  of 
crime  in  Ireland,  found  it  necessai^,  not 
in  defence  of  good  government  or  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire  as  they  pretended, 
but  to  defend  their  own  narrow  interests, 
they  had  endeavoured  to  prejudice  the 
Government  by  lies  end  misrepresenta- 
tion of  the  foulest  character.  He  was 
not  going  to  deny  that  there  was  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  turbulence  and  crime  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  which  must 
be  deplored  by  every  man  who  loved  his 
country ;  but  he  maintained  that  dur- 
ing the  past  five  or  six  months  there 
had  been  less  crime  in  Ireland  than 
there  had  been  at  any  period  during  the 
last  five  or  six  years.  Even  the  most 
disordered  portions  of  Ireland  would 
compare  favourably  with  the  best  and 
most  moral  portions  of  England  or  Scot- 
land. It  was  true  that  attention  had 
been  directed  to  the  relations  of  land- 
lord and  tenant;  but  it  was  not  because 
of  "Boycotting,"  but  rather  on  account 
of  the  conspiracy  got  up  by  the  ad- 
visers of  the  Government,  who  did  not 
hesitate,  for  the  sake  of  their  own  selfish 
interests,  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
Empire  and  the  welfare  of  both  coun- 
tries. When  they  asked  Englishmen  to 
support  the  integrity  of  the  Empire  they 
aimed  at  the  continuance  of  a  system 
which  would  place  a  whip  in  the  hands 
of  Irish  landlords.  In  En^and  and  Scot- 
land enormous  reductions  of  tent  had 
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been  assented  to,  and  there  was  nothing 
in  L^land  that  would  enable  the  tenant 
fanner  to  meet  his  obligatioDs  more 
easily  than  the  English  former.  The 
House  was  asked  to  lend  its  sanction  to 
a  conspiracy  got  up  by  the  Irish  land- 
lords to  turn  the  people  of  Ireland  ont 
of  their  homes,  and  to  oast  them  adrift 
on  the  world.  In  support  of  the  alleged 
dirieions  in  the  Liberal  Party  the  noble 
Marquess,  one  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Op- 
XWsitioD,  was  pointed  to  as  having  made 
a  speech  in  favour  of  what  was  called 
the  unity  and  integrity  of  the  Empire  in 
opposition  to  the  demand  for  Home 
Sule ;  but  it  was  well-known  that  a 
relation  of  the  noble  Marquess  was 
a  President  of  a  so-called  Loyal  and 
Patriotic  Union  which  was  one  of  the 
conspiracies  got  up  for  the  purpose  of 
driving  the  Irish  people  from  their  homes. 
The  Marquess  of  ISalisbury  had  declared 
that  the  ordinary  law  was  unable  to 
cope  with  "Boycotting,"  and  it  had 
grown  up  under  the  Grimes  Act.  It  was 
not  unknown  in  London — in  the  Olty  of 
London — in  connection  with  the  Prim- 
rose League.  But  none  of  the  specific 
cases  of  alleged  "Boycotting"  in  Ire- 
land which  had  been  mentioned  by  tbe 
recent  deputations  to  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury  would  bear  the  test  of  exami- 
nation; one  by  one  every  statement 
made  had  been  flatly  contradicted.  Law- 
lessness and  disorder  were  to  be  found 
in  the  Loyalist  Unions  and  Emergency 
Associations,  whose  object  was  to  drive 

Eeople  from  their  homes ;  and  a  noble 
ord  who  stood  high  in  the  estimation 
of  Ministers,  who  thought  it  his  special 
riile  to  patronize  them  and  suggest  their 
Irish  policy,  had  declared  that  it  wbb 
the  duty  of  himself  and  of  hia  followers 
not  to  leave  a  Boman  Oatholio  iu  the 
Province  of  Ulster.  [Mr,  Johnston: 
Name,  name!  Cries  of  "Order!"  and 
"  Oole !  "]  He  (Mr.  Harrington)  was 
utterly  surprised  to  find  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  interrupt  him  by  calling;  out 
"jS'ame  ! "  Those  Gentlemen,  who  so 
carefully  read  the  speeches  of  the  various 
National  League  meetings,  seemed  not 
to  pay  any  attention  whatever  to  the 
observations  of  men  like  Lord  Oole.  If, 
therefore,  hon.  Gentlemen  were  ignorant 
on  the  subject  of  such  speeches  having 
been  made  he  would  read  the  speech  of 
Lord  Oole,  made  in  Fermanagh.  In  that 
speech  he  said — 

ifr.  T,  0.  Sarrington 


"  It  ii  not  the  Boman  Catholic  himaaU  that  I 
object  to  as  a  neighbour  or  friend,  bat  it  is  to 
the  Boman  Catholics  as  a  body." 

That  was  certainly  very  gratifying — ^his 
Lordship  did  not  care  about  the  exter- 
mination of  one  Boman  Catholic,  for  it 
would  not  effect  his  purpose. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON :  Will  tbe  hon.  Gen- 
tleman kindly  [Crw  of  "  Order  ! "] 

Mh.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  entitled  to  proceed 
without  interruption. 

Mk.T.C.HAERINGTON:  This  noble 
Lord  did  not  object  to  one  Roman  Ca- 
tholic ;  but  if  all  Roman  Catholics  had 
only  cue  head  his  Lordship  would  be 
glad  to  cut  it  off  and  dispose  of  them  all. 
His  Lordship  continued — 

*'  Because  when  a  body  of  men  deliver  tfaem- 
selvea  orer  to  one  man,  and  ihow  themselves  to 
be  so  mesn-spirited,  low-minded,  and  weak, 
that  they  have  no  opinions  nf  their  own,  bat 
rely  on  the  opinion  of  one  man,  and  that  man 
their  priest,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the^'  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  have  the  power  in  their 
own  hands  in  this  great  coontry." 

The  noble  Lord  had  also  made  other 
similar  observations,  and  proceeded  to 
say — 

"  For  that  reason  do  I  preach  this  crusade 
against  OathoUcs ; " 

and  further, 

"I  say,  therefore,  to  you  farmers,  employ 
more  FrotestantB,  and  don't  employ  Roman 
Catholics." 

They  had  heard  a  great  deal  about 
"  Boycotting."  The  Ohanoellor  of  the 
Exchequer  spoke  of  the  growth  and  ex- 
tent of  "Boycotting."  If  exceptional 
powers  were  given  to  the  Government, 
would  they  use  them  impartially,  and 
would  they  prosecute  Lord  Oole  for  this 
inflammatory  speech?  He  challenged 
the  Govemment  to  show  on  the  popular 
side  during  recent  agitation  any  spee^ 
approaching  to  that  of  Lord  Oole  in 
cowardliness,  violence,  meanness,  and 
lawlessness.  They  had  no  objection 
that  the  best  safeguards  should  be  de- 
vised for  the  protection  of  the  minority ; 
but  he  was  of  opinion  that  if  it  were  not 
for  their  own  selfish  class  interests,  for 
the  belief  that  their  privileges  might 
be  curtailed,  and^that  the  patronage 
they  enjoyed  as  the  humble  followers 
of  one  Government  or  another  in  this 
country  might  be  taken  away,  gentlemen 
of  the  character  of  LordOolewould  rather 
trust  thfimseLves  to  a  Goremment  of  the 
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majority  of  their   fellow- oountrymen 
tbaa  to  a  GoTernment  of  this  country. 
The  language  -which  had  been  need  by 
Lord  Cole  was  only  the  plain  expression 
of  a  feeling  wfaioh  had  been  entertained 
by  the  landlords  of  Ireland  during  the 
past  six  months.    They  had  seen  an 
oi^tmized  system  of  eviction  going  on 
throughout  the  country ;  but  instead  of 
attention  being  direoted  to  the  land- 
lords, the  poor  peasantry  had  received 
the  exclusive  attention  of  the  Govem- 
inent,  notwitbBtanding  the  fact  that  in 
these  hard  times  it  was  impossible  for 
the  tenants  to  pay  the  rents  which  they 
had  hitherto  paid.    That  faot  had  been 
forced  on  the  attention  of  the  landlords 
in  England;  but  the  landlords  of  Ire- 
land, instead  of  meeting  the  tenants  in 
the  same  spirit  as  the  English  land- 
lords, had  been  allowed  to  form  them- 
selves into  a  conspiracy  to  evict  the 
people  from  their  holdings.    The  land- 
lord, of  course,  in  pursuing  such  a 
policy  was  held  to  be  carrying  out  the 
law ;  but  tho  unfortunate  people  who 
found  themselves  totally  imable  to  meet 
their  obligations  were  described  in  the 
l^glish  journals  as  lawless  mobs.  He 
contended  that  the  unfortimato  people 
of  Ireland  were  as  ready  now  as  they 
had  been  in  the  past  to  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements if  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
doing  ao.   He  regretted  to  say  that  so 
far  from  there  being  any  doubt  about  this 
the  misfortunes  of  the  people  had  been 
brought  about,  to  a  great  extent,  by 
their  readiness  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  landlords.   While  it  was  possible  to 
borrow  money  from  the  money-lender  or 
banker,  or  while  their  credit  lasted,  they 
had  been  giving  their  all  to  the  most 
unjust  and  most  merciless  class  on  God's 
earth.    If  the  House  thought  that  ex- 
ceptional powers  given  to  the  Govern- 
ment would  wring  out  of  'the  life-blood 
of  the  unfortunate  peasantry  of  Ireland 
more  than  they  were  able  to  pay,  if 
they  believed  that  by  coercion  they 
would  make  the  land  of  Ireland  more 
productive  than  it  was  at  the  present 
time,  by  all  means  let  the  Government 
attempt  the  task.   But  he,  as  having 
some  knowledge  of  the  counttTt  as 
having  been  through  a  period  of  trial 
and  of  difficulty  at  the  head  of  the 
organization  which  had  been  attacked, 
knew  different.    The  efforts  of  this 
organization  had  been  directed  towards 
the lepreasioii of  diwtder.  ["Oh, oh!"] 
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He  challenged  any  hon.  Member  to 
point  to  one  letter  which  he  had  written 
or  a  speech  which  he  had  made  which 
might  be  regarded  as  an  incentive  to 
crime  or  outrage.  He  maintained  that 
tho  best  efforts  of  the  organization  had 
been  directed  to  keep  the  people  peace- 
able and  orderly ;  and  he  tola  the  Go- 
vernment that  so  far  from  any  polioy  of 
represnon  contributing  to  the  peace  of 
the  country,  instead  of  diminishing 
crime  or  abolishing  "  Boycotting," 
crime  would  be  increased  five-fold.  He 
urged  the  Government  not  to  be  led 
away  by  the  false  and  malicious  repre- 
sentations which  had  been  made  to  them. 
They  might  render  the  situation  diffi- 
cult to  Irish  Members ;  they  might  drive 
them  from  the  country  ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment must  not  lose  sight  of  this  fact, 
that  it  was  not  with  the  Irish  Members, 
but  with  the  country  behind  them  that 
they  had  to  deal. 

Mb.  BEODEICK  said,  he  thought 
the  speech  they  had  heard  showed  the 
House  what  was  the  commentary  to  be 
made  on  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
and  tho  condition  to  which  the  three 
Provinces  of  Ireland  had  been  reduced 
under  a  policy  of  conciliation.  The  hon. 
Member  who  spoke  last  referred  to  tho 
Province  of  Ulster,  and  called  in  ques- 
tion the  language  of  a  noble  Lord  lately 
a  Momber  of  that  House,  and  whose 
language  he  represented  as  having  been 
of  a  character  to  incite  the  people  of  that 
country  almost  to  bloodshed.  He  wished 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  had  been  present  to 
have  seen  by  practical  and  ascertained 
facts  what  was  likely  to  be  the  condition 
of  Ireland  should  the  policy  which  he 
practically  hinted  at  that  evening  be 
adopted  by  the  House.  It  should  be 
known  onoe  for  all  that  the  solution  of 
the  Home  Bule  problem  did  not  consist 
solely  in  a  certain  amount  of  concession 
to  the  views  of  hon.  Members  opposite, 
but  in  bringing  one  portion  of  the 
people  of  Iruand  into  direct  conflict  with 
three  other  portions.  He  recollected  a 
speech  made  by  a  Gentleman  who  held 
a  high  position  in  the  organizations 
which  had  been  referred  to.  The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Galway  (Mr.  Harris) 
made  a  speech  which  he  (Mr.  Bro- 
drick)  thought  proper  to  bring  before 
the  notice  of  the  Government  of  that 
day.  The  speech  waa  delivered  in  1 88 1 . 
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The  hon.  Gentleman  then  declared  that 
if  the  landlords  were  shot  down  like 
partridges  in  September  he  would  say 
nothing  against  it.  As  to  the  assortion 
that  there  was  a  conspiracy  on  the  part 
of  the  landlords,  and  from  that  the 
outrages  and  the  difficulties  with  which 
tbe  Government  had  to  contend  resulted, 
was  it  not  the  fact  that  if  the  landlords 
had  the  power  of  eviction  the  tenants 
had  tho  power  of  obtaining  a  judicial 
rent  and  also  large  damages  for  dis- 
turbance ?  There  had,  he  said,  been 
intimidation  by  the  National  League 
at  every  polling-booth  in  Ireland.  In 
many  caj'os  the  people  were  brought  up 
to  the  poll  by  their  priest?,  and  they  had 
to  deliver  their  votes  oponly  before  a 
member  of  tiie  Leaguo  who  was  in  the 
polling-booth.  The  majority  by  which 
Xnak  Mombers  sat  on  the  Benches  op- 
posite was  a  cooked  majority.  The 
number  who  claimed  the  privilege  of 
voting  as  illiterate  electors  was  actually 
in  excess  of  the  number  of  illiterate 
electors  returned  in  the  Census.  The 
hon.  Member  for  East  Kerry  (Mr. 
Sheeban),  in  a  speech  delivered  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  ago,  advised  the 
tenants  to  insist  on  getting  30  per  cent 
off  their  rent  then,  or  to  get  50  per  cent 
off  next  March ;  and  by  the  next  rent 
day  after  that  there  would  be  no  rent  at 
all.  It  was  perfectly  well-known  that 
not  one-tenth  of  the  outrages  committed 
in  Ireland  ever  reached  the  ears  of  the 
police.  When  an  appeal  to  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  involved  persecution 
against  which  the  law  failed  to  protect 
a  man,  there  must  be  a  large  proportion 
of  outrages  which  were  never  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  police.  He 
regretted  that  the  Government  had  used 
language  last  July  which  tended  to 
encourage  the  National  League  in  the 
belief  that  they  were  not  about  to  vindi- 
cate the  law.  Ho  did  not  say  that  tho 
Goverumont  had  failed  in  their  duty  in 
the  last  six  months,  so  far  as  the  ordi- 
nary law  was  concerned ;  but  the  con- 
victions showed  that  it  was  not  the  will 
of  the  Government  but  the  power  of  the 
law  that  was  deficient.  The  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  had  declared 
that  the  paragraph  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  in  which  the  Government  stated 
their  intentions  as  regarded  Ireland  was 
not  altogethrar  as  clear  as  the  House 
might  desire;  but  he  asked — was  the 
late  Prime  Minister's  own  speech  that 

Mr.  Srodrick 
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night  clear  to  any  Member  of  the  House  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  thelieader  of 
tho  House  had  made  a  straightforward 

and  outspoken  speech  ;  but  was  not  tho 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite a  "contingent  and  shilly-shally 
speech?"  It  was  impossible  to  tell 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
do.  He  withheld  his  counsel  and  in* 
vited  hon.  Members  opposite  from  Ire- 
land to  state  their  demands.  He  laid 
down  limits  that  appeared  to  be  dubious 
as  to  his  own  power  of  concession.  He 
would  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of 
what  were  some  of  the  demands  of  Irish 
Members  opposite.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).  ad- 
dressing the  Irish  Volunteers  in  America, 
in  1882,  said— 

"  Oh,  that  I  could  carry  those  arms  to  Ire- 
land !  Well,  lint  it  may  come  to  that  some  day. 
KoQO  of  ua  will  bo  Batisfled  till  we  have  de- 
stroyed the  last  link  that  keeps  Ireland  bound 
to  England," 

Was  not  that  a  sufficiently  definite 
assurance  of  what  tho  policy  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be?  Did  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  opposite  think  that 
O'Doaovan  Bossa  and  James  Stephens 
would  give  their  dollars  to  sustain  a 
Parliament  that  would  be  friendly  to 
England?  Did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  think  that  the  policy  which 
he  refused  distinctly  to  discard  would  be 
acceptable  to  an  English  Parliament? 
Whatever  the  policy  of  Irish  Members 
opposite  might  be,  it  was  certainly  not 
a  backward  policy,  but  an  advancing 
one,  and  one  of  its  objects  had  been 
plainly  avowed  to  be  to  get  the  owner- 
ship of  the  land  for  the  people  of 
Ireland.  The  irresistible  conclusion 
to  be  drawn  from  the  language  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  was 
that  he  was  undergoing  one  of  those 
processes  of  conversion  which  he  in- 
variably underwent  when  the  newness 
of  his  last  concession  was  gone.  In  the 
magnificent  peroration  ho  had  given 
thorn  that  night  Democratic  sentiment, 
Communism,  and  Conservatism  were  all 
mingled.  They  all  knew  what  almost 
invariably  followed  on  such  declarations 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  They 
knew  that  he  had  incubated  if  the  egg 
was  not  hatched ;  and  they  would  soon 
see  the  result.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  15  years  ago  he  held 
language  similar  to  that  he  used  at  pre- 
sent as  to  local  goremment  in  Ircdand. 
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Tliat  Tomark  conflicted  entirely  vith  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman's  own  statement 
in  1873,  when  he  appealed  to  the  House 
to  pass  a  University  Bill  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  remove  the  last  social 
grievance  to  be  found  in  Ireland.  Each 
of  the  right  hou.  Gentleman's  great 
measures  bad  been  introduced  with  the 
solema  promise  that  it  would  be  the  laet 
one  required  to  secure  complete  con- 
tontedness  in  Ireland ;  whereas  each  o£ 
them,  had  left  that  country  more  dissatis- 
fied and  nearer  to  revolution  than  be- 
fore. "What  then,  it  might  be  asked,  were 
the  pioapecta  that  any  measure  of  local 
government  for  Ireland  wluch  tbe  right 
Hon.  Gentleman  might  be  willing  to  sup- 
port was  likely  to  be  final?   The  result 
of  all  the  healing  Irish  measures  that 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  opposite  had 
induced  Parliament  to  pass  was  that  at 
the  recent  General  Election  not  u  single 
Liberal  candidate  had  been  elected  for 
Ireland.    He  warned  the  House  against 
embarking  in  the   fruitless  chase  of 
seeking  to  produce  contentment  in  Ire- 
land by  means  of  concession.   ^Vlien  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  talked  of 
maintaining  the  supremaoy  of  the  Crown, 
the  unity  of  tbe  Empire,  and  the  autho- 
rity of  Parliament,  did  he  mean  that 
that  was  consistent  with,  establishing  a 
Parliament  on  College  Green?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  scarcely  justi- 
fied in  twitting  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment with  a  paragraph  vhich  had  ap- 
peared in  an  Irish  newspaper  when  be 
had  himBelf  failed  to  disavow  the  policy 
which  had  been  attributed  to  him  in  a 
Loudon   newspaper,  and  which  bad 
struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  his  poli- 
tical Friends.    The  fact  was  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  sitting  on  the 
rail,  willing  to  be  knocked  over  on 
either  side,  and  waiting  to  see  whether 
Uie  Afembera  of  bis  Party  would  accom- 
pany bim.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in       action  he  was  pursuing  might  be 
paving  the  way  for  the  disruption  of  the 
Liberal  Party.   When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  charged  the  liberal  Party 
with  having  no  policy,  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Har- 
court)  had  laughed  and  sneered  and 
scoffed.    But  they  all  knew  what  was 
the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Derby.    He  always  waited  to  see  which 
way  the  wheel  turned,  and  had  been 
vjfij  daseiibed  as  "the  High  Priest  of 
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the  Jumping  Cat,"  whose  shrine  was  the 
ouly  one  at  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  ever  yet  been  known  to  worship. 
He  did  not  believe  that  this  system  of 
waiting  upon  opportunity  would  recom- 
mend itself  to  the  English  people.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  his  speech  that  even- 
ing had  taken  up  the  strong  ground 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
not  consent  to  remain  in  OlBce  unless  the 
powers  necessary  for  the  proper  govem> 
ment  of  Ireland  were  conferred  upon 
them,  and  the  country  was  waiting  to 
hear  what  was  the  policy  of  those  who 
were  anxious  to  tako  their  place.  The 
Irish  Party  in  that  House  wero  strong  ; 
but  no  Government  could  exist  for  a  mo- 
ment which  was  prepared  to  purchase 
their  support.    Tho  right  bon.  Gentlo- 
man  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
certainly  not  responsible  for  the  inter- 
pretations which  it  suited  somehon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  to  put  upon  tho  action  of 
the  Irish  voters  in  this  country  during  the 
recent  elections,  inasmuch  as  before  the 
Dissolution  of  the  late  Parliament  his 
speeches  had  shown  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  take  any  share  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland  unless  the  necessary 
powers  were  conferred  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  enable  them  to  maintain  law 
and  order  in  that  country.   He  hoped 
that  both  Parties  in  that  House  in  deal- 
ing with  this  question  would  be  influ- 
enced by  considerations  of  right  and 
justice,  and  would  not  permit  them- 
selves to  be  swayed  by  any  hope  of  se- 
curing the  votes  of  the  Irish  Members. 
The  country,  however,  would  be  enabled 
to  judge  by  the  speeches  which  had  been 
made  that  night  from  both  Benches  on 
which  side  of  the  House  it  was  most 
likely  that  weakness  on  this  question 
would  be  shown.    He  trusted  and  be- 
lieved that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  pursue  the  line  of  policy  with  re- 
gard to  Ireland  which  they  bad  laid 
down,  and  would  so  deserve  and  receive 
the  support  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
ootintty. 

Mb.  ALBEBT  GItEY  remarked  that 
he  had  been  much  disappointed  at  the 
speeches  which  had  been  delivered  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition.  They  bad  met  at  the 
opening  of  a  new  Parliament  to  confront 
a  great  national  crisis,  and  they  had  to 
take  into  consideration  two  great  facts, 
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tiie  firat  being  that  in  three-fourths  of 
Ireland  the  government  of  the  League 
was  supreme  and  the  Queen's  writ  did 
not  run ;  and  the  second  being  that  an 
orervhelming  proportion  of  the  Irish 
Bepresentativos  had  openly  declared 
that  they  were  resolved  not  to  relax 
thoir  efforts  until  they  had  secured  the 
legislative  independence  of  their  coun- 
try. What  were  the  steps  taken  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  face  of  a 
crisis  such  as  that?  They  had  intro- 
duced into  the  Queen's  Speech  nn  am- 
biguous sentence,  and  they  seemed  tohave 
no  other  recourse  than  to  send  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West- 
minster (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  to  Ireland 
to  see  the  state  of  the  country  for  him- 
self, and  to  make  a  Report  to  them.  This 
vas  an  exceedingly  feeble  line  of  action 
for  the  Gtivernment  to  take.  The  very 
moment  they  wanted  the  Beport  they 
sent  the  Heporter ;  and  what  an  Insult 
it  was  to  their  own  officers  in  Ireland ! 
What  were  Lord  Ashbourne  and  Mr. 
Plunket  doing?  Could  not  the  Govern- 
ment trust  their  Eeports?  Were  they 
determined  to  rule  Ireland  entirely 
through  English  eyes  that  they  must 
send  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  report? 
Was  it  not  a  condemnation  on  them- 
selves that  they  should  be  obliged  to 
wait  until  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  prepared  his  Eeport  before  they 
could  decide  what  steps  they  would  take 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  the 
disturbed  parts  of  Ireland  ?  As  to 
Home  Kule,  he  was  glad  that  the 
Queen's  Speech  rang  wi&  no  imcertain 
note — namely,  an  unalterable  and  de- 
termined resolve  to  maintain  the  Legis- 
lative  Union.  On  this  point  he  could 
find  no  fault  with  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment ;  but  he  objected  to  the  speech 
of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  because 
it  contained  no  distinct  announcement  of 
a  determination  on  his  part  that  ho  also 
■was  resolved  to  uphold  the  Legislative 
Union.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  that  he  would  not  have  his  hand 
forced.  The  crisis  was  so  great  that  the 
hand  of  every  Member  of  tliat  House 
ought  to  be  forced,  so  that  the  country 
should  know  who  was  or  who  was  not 
in  favour  of  Home  Bule.  Having  lis- 
tened attentively  to  his  speech,  he  was 
afraid  that  if  the  closed  hand  of  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  were  to  be  forced,  there 
would  be  found  in  it  a  Parliament  on 
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OoUoge  Green.  He  was  surprised  that 
so  old  a  Parliamentary  hand  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  while  inviting  the  Irish 
Members  to  give  full  eKpresdon  to  their 
views,  should  have  sought,  by  his  ad- 
vice, to  put  a  muzzle  upon  the  months 
of  the  Liberal  Party  upon  this  question. 
\*'\\y  should  the  Bepresentatives  from 
Ireland  be  invited  to  speak,  and  the 
liepresentatives  from  Great  Britain  be 
urged  to  keep  silent  ?  He  trusted  that 
they  would  hear  from  the  other  Leaders 
of  the  Liberal  Party  a  clear  and  dis- 
tinct statement  of  their  views  upon 
this  question.  He  hoped  the  noble 
Lord  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Birmingham  (Mr.  Chamberlain) 
would  get  up  and  announce  ttieir  deter- 
mination to  uphold,  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  the  Legislative  Union.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tiie  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  expressed  a  hope  that  in 
their  debates  they  would  not  allow  any 
hot  or  angry  feelings  to  disturb  the 
calm  consideration  of  the  great  questions 
at  issue.  He  earnestly  hoped  that  such 
would  be  the  case.  But  what  did  the 
country  expect  at  this  crisis?  It  ex- 
pected the  absence  of  Party  recrimina- 
tion ;  that  there  should  be  an  iodiffer- 
enoe  on  the  part  of  Members  as  to  what 
set  of  men  might  enjoy  the  sweets  of 
Office ;  and  that  they  should,*  approach 
this  great  crisis  with  an  absolute  and 
unalterable  determination  to  uphold  the 
Legislative  Union,  and  to  restore  Ireland 
to  the  authority  of  the  Queen. 

Mb.  JOHNS  said,  he  rose  with  a  great 
deal  of  diffldenoe  to  dissent  entirdy  from 
the  doctrine  which  had  just  been  enun- 
ciated by  the  last  speaker.  He  was  one 
of  those  who  thought  that  it  was  not  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  to  open 
his  hand  or  to  raise  his  voice ;  but  it 
was  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sat  on 
the  opposite  Benches  to  say  what  was  to 
be  done  for  Ireland.  It  was  no  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  to  say  what 
course  ought  to  be  pursued.  As  a  young 
Member  of  the  House  he  (Mr.  Johns) 
had  listened  with  a  good  deal  of  respect 
to  much  which  had  fallen  from  hon. 
Members  in  the  course  of  the  debate; 
but  he  must  certainly  oonfees  that  he 
had  been  somewhat  astonished  at  the 
remarks  which  had  been  made  by  the 
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hon.  Member  for  the  Guildford  DiTiaion 
of  Surrey  (Mr.  Brodrick).  If  they  were 
to  take  the  language  of  die  hoa.  Member 
as  the  atandara  upon  which  thoy  were 
to  prosecute  their  debates  in  that  House, 
he  was  afraid  that  their  deliberations 
would  deteriorate  TOry  materially  from 
those  which  had  taken  place  in  previous 
years.  He  certainly  did  not  understand, 
politically,  what  "  a  jumping  cat " 
meant.  Fosfiibly  the  hon.  Member  did  ; 
but,  if  so,  he  ought  to  hare  acquainted 
the  House  with  what  his  exact  meaning 
was.  He  (Mr.  Johns)  thought  that  all 
that  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Guildford  Division  was  a  con- 
demnation of  the  Queen's  Speech.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  were  intended  to 
be  delivered  in  aupport  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers;  but  most  assuredly 
th^  were  as  strong  a  condemnation  of 
the  Queen's  Speech  as  could  have  been 
utterod,  although  the  hon.  Gentleman 
dealt  only  with  the  paragraphs  which 
related  to  Lrish  matters.  Allusion  had 
been  made  to  the  political  utterances  of 
Tiscount  Oole  in  Ireland.  If  his  (Mr. 
Johns*)  memory  served  him,  Lord  Cole 
had  never  been  looked  upon  as  a  very 
discreet  man,  and  could  scarcely  be  re- 
garded as  a  shining  political  light.  A 
good  deal  had  been  said  as  to  "Boy- 
cotting." He  happened  to  hail  from 
an  agricultural  constituency,  and  he 
was  sorry  to  say  that  in  the  centre  of 
England  a  good  deal  of  "Boycotting" 
was  going  on  at  present.  Ho  re- 
gretted to  add  that  the  whole  of  it  ema- 
nated from  the  Party  who  sided  with 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The  Tories 
were  in  full  swm^  in  North  War* 
wickahire,  "Boycotting"  all  who  had 
supported  him.  He  hoped  that  hon. 
Members  opposite  would  communicate 
with  their  friends  and  supporters  in  that 
district  and  intimate  to  them  that  "Boy- 
cotting "  was  as  undesirable  a  process  in 
England  as  in  Ireland,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  terminated  as  speedily  as  possible. 
If  exceptional  legislation  had  to  bo 
adopted  in  reference  to  Ireland  upon 
this  particular  question  of  "Boycott- 
ing," he,  for  one,  asked  that  it  should 
be  extended  to  the  whole  of  the  United 
kingdom  as  well  as  to  Ireland.  He  did 
not  believe  in  exceptional  legislation  for 
Ireland  so  long  as  "  Boycotting  "  wee 
allowed  to  remain  a  marked  feature  in 
the  Midland  Counties  of  Englaad.  He 


thanked  the  House  for  having  permitted 
him  to  offer  these  brief  observations. 

Sir  BICHABD  TEMPLE:  Mr. 
Speaker,  there  is  one  subject  in  respect 
to  which  I  can  contribute  something  to- 
wards this  debate.  It  is  a  subject  which 
has  received  some  prominence  in  the 
Queen's  Speech,  ana  has  been  repeat- 
edly mentioned  by  hon.  Members  this 
evening.  It  is  the  annexation  of  Bur- 
mah.  I  have  listened  with  the  utmost 
respect  to  all  that  fell  this  evening  from 
the  right  hon.  Goatloman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone).  I 
shall  not  presume  to  follow  him  into  tho 
abstract  principles  which  he  adduced, 
nor  attempt  to  argue  as  to  how  far  a 
civil  wrong  may  constitute  a  catut  belli, 
nor  whether  the  desire  of  mercantile  ex- 
pansion would  justify  a  certain  degree  of 
aggressiveness.  I  shall  rather  try  to 
apply  specifically  those  principles  to  prac- 
tical politics,  and  to  present  the  actual 
case  as  it  occurred  for  the  judgment  of 
this  House.  I  vas  Lord  (^nmng's 
Special  Commissioner,  in  1860,  for  we 
formation  and  constitution  of  the  Pro- 
vince now  known  as  British  Burmah, 
and  for  that  purpose  I  travelled  over  the 
country.  I  have  subsequently  govoniod 
Bengal  Provinces  adjacent  to  Burmah. 
Therefore,  I  have  personal  knowledge 
of  the  subject  upon  which  I  am  about 
to  address  the  House  briefly.  Lookiog 
over  the  2.5  years— a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury has  elapsed  since  tho  establishment 
of  British  Burmah  in  18G0 — and  con- 
sidering all  that  has  happened  in  that 
space,  I  know — as  all  India  knows,  as 
everyone  experienced  in  the  East  knows 
also — that  the  recent  annexation  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ava,  or  Burmese  Proper,  to 
the  British  Dominions  was  just,  timely, 
and  expedient.  The  Burmese  King  of 
Ava  was  hound  to  us  by  peculiar  bonds 
of  political  obligation.  His  relations 
with  us  were  of  an  intimate  character, 
unlike  any  relations  which  he  had, 
or  possiblycould  have,  with  any  other 
Power.  He  was  not  exactly  imdcr 
our  protectorate ;  but  he  was,  since  the 
several  wars  which  his  Predecessors  had 
with  us,  peculiarly  situated  both  as  re- 
gards the  alliance  he  could  give  us,  or 
the  support  which  we  could  afford  to 
him.  In  that  special  situation  he,  and 
some  of  his  Predecessors  too,  pursued  a 
course  of  consistent  hostility;  at  first, 
petty  hostility  indeed,  but,  by  degrees, 
assuming  grarer  and  graver  proportions, 

■  IFirti  Ifight.'] 


Digitized  by  Google 


147 


Address  in 


{OOUMONS}  Atuwer  to  ILbt  148 


till  it  was  about  to  burst  out  into  a 
flame,  vheuthe  Britisli  QoTernment  was 
obliged  to  extinguieh  it  forcibly.  The 
Besident  at  bis  Court,  the  accredited 
Agent  of  tho  British  Government,  was 
80  slighted  that  he  bad  to  bo  withdrawn. 
British  subjects  were  maltreated ;  Bri- 
tish steamers  were  detained  by  violence 
in  Burmese  rivers ;   mil  tribes  under 
British  control  were  claimed  as  Burmeso 
subjects ;   brigandage  was  suffered  to 
break  out  in  troublesome  vicinity  to 
British  territory.  Shocking  massacres  of 
portions  of  the  King's  own  family  were 
perpetrated  by  his  own  orders.  The 
humane  world  began  to  say  that  these 
horrors  were  preventible,  and  to  ask 
how  long  England  would  stand  by  and 
see  such  atrocities  committed  without 
any  attempt  at  prevention  ?  Even  these 
events,  taken  by  themselves,  might  not 
have  necessitated  armed  intervention; 
but  they  were  accompanied  by  u  long 
series  of  intrigues  with  Fore!  gn  Powers 
in  Europe,  conducted  under  cover  of 
Commercial  Conventions.    As  loyal  and 
patriotic  Englishmen,  we  may  hesitate  to 
allude  to  these  transactions  with  much 
of  particularity;  and  there  is  always  a 
need  for  caution  and  reserve  in  touching 
onrelationsof  somedelicacy  with  Foreign 
Powers.  But  we  are  informed  that  a  Blue 
Book  containing  a  mass  of  official  Cor- 
respondence relating  to  Burmah  will  be 
shortly  presented  to  this  House.  How 
far  those  Papers  will  explain  or  illus- 
trate these  transactions  we  cannot  yet 
say,  till  we  shall  have  studied  the  Blue 
Book.    But  there  is  sure  to  be  shown 
qmte  enough  to  indicate  to  those  who 
can  read  between  the  lines  that,  for 
several  years,  the  Burmese  Sovereign, 
or  the  Oonrt  of  Ava,  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  set  up  indirectly  some  foreign 
European  Ally  within  Burmah  IVoper 
which  could  be  used  as  a  fulcrum  against 
the  long-established  Britisli  influence  in 
that  Kingdom,  or  the  Upper  Valley  of 
the  Irawaddy,  and  as  a  lever  ultimately 
for  expelling  the  British  from  British 
Burmah,  or  the  Lower  Valley  of  the 
Irawaddy.    Perhaps  these  sinister  en- 
deavours may  have,  in  some  degree,  been 
thwarted  by  the  action — loyal  to  us — of 
the  European  Powers  thus  appealed  to. 
Partly,  edso,  English  diplomatic  pressure 
in  Europe  may  have  been  of  some  avail. 
Still,  the  Burmese  King  persisted  in 
introducing  foreign  Eur^ean  agency  on 
A  large  scale  into  his  Dominions,  evi- 

Bw  Michard  TmpU 


dently  with  the  view  of  enlisting  the 
European  Governments,  of  which  those 
Agents  were  the  subjects,  on  the  Bur- 
mese side  as  against  the  British.  These 
measures  were  fast  maturing  into  accom- 
plished facts  had  it  not  been  for  the 
prompt  intervention  by  force  of  tho 
British  Government.    During  last  au- 
tumn the  matter  had  become  so  urgent 
that  there  was  hardly  a  day  to  be  lost.  In 
Burmah,  too — as  we  have  but  too  often 
found  elsewhere — the  season  for  military 
operations  is  very  short.    This  much,  I 
am  confident,  will  be  perceived  by  this 
House  as  soon  as  the  Blue  Book  shall  be 
read.   As  a  climax,  there  was  the  affair 
of  the  Bombay  and  Burmah  Trading^ 
Company.   No  doubt,  that  was  a  ^rave 
civil  wrong.    Though  it  was  no  ordinary 
case,  though  its  magnitude  was  wide,  ex- 
tending over  a  large  area  of  country, 
affecting  tho  staple  of  Burmese  produc- 
tion— teak  timber — though  it  was  closely 
connected  with  the  Burmese  Sovereign 
himself,  still  it  alone  might  not  have 
rendered  necessary  a  recourse  to  arms. 
It  was  the  connection  which  this  case 
had  with  our  political  relations  that 
brought  about  the  necessity ,of  war.  The 
case,  indeed,  was  as  a  link  in  a  long- 
drawn  chain  of  injury  and  insult  to  tho 
British  nation,  or  as  a  spark  igniting  a 
mass  that  had  been  rendered  combustiblo 
by  provocation.     Military  operations, 
then,  wore  the  only  means  of  settling 
afl'airs  which,  remaining  unsettled,  would 
have  involved  us  in  inextricable  com- 
plications with  Foreign  Powers.  Sir, 
besides  the  justice  wd  reasonableness  of 
our  action  there  is  the  ex^dienoy.  Such, 
expediency  relates  to  the  mterests  of  the 
Burmese  population.    That  portion  of 
this  population  which  inhabits  British 
Burmah,  or  tho  Lower  Irawaddy,  is 
benefited  by  the  freedom  and  security 
of  the  trade  with  the  Upper  Irawaddy, 
on  which  national  interests  depend,  and 
which  was  constantly  interrupted  by 
anarchy  at  Ava.    That  portion  which 
inhabits  tho  Upper  Irawaddy,  or  Bur- 
mah Proper,  is  benefited  by  the  substi- 
tution of  British  administration  for  the 
cruel  and  inefficient  rule  of  the  Burmese 
King.    The  hon.  Member  for  North- 
"Weat  Manchester  (Mr.  Houldsworth), 
who  this  evening  seconded  the  Address 
in  reply  to  the  Queen's  Speech,  showed, 
by  statistics,  the  amazing  improvement 
wrought  in  British  Burmah  witiiiu  the 
last  20  years.   By  that  summarj  this 
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House  can  measure  the  progress  which 
will  take  place  in  Burmah  Proper, 
recently  annexed.  Under  Providence, 
the  annexation  will  bo  fraught  with 
blessing  to  a  Burmese  population 
already  considerable,  and  capable, 
under  our  just  rule,  of  multiplying, 
to  replenish  a  fertile  area  now  half- 
waste  through  misrule.  These  advan- 
tages will  be  secured  to  them  at  a  slight 
eacrifico  to  us.  A  comparatively  small 
force  wiU  suffice  for  garrisoning  the 
country.  Such  a  force  would  cause  no 
perceptible  drain  on  the  military  re- 
sources of  India.  We  shall,  indeed, 
have  one  more  wild  and  mountainous 
frontier  in  our  Eastern  Empire.  But 
who  that  has  witnessed  the  triumphs  of 
British,  management  on  the  Trans-Indus 
Borders,  in  the  Himalayan  States,  in 
Assam,  on  tho  Lushai  Hills,  can  doubt 
that  we  shall  easily  settle  the  new  border 
between  Burmah  and  China?  That 
which  has  been  so  well  done  in  the 
upper  regions  of  the  Indus,  the  Ganges, 
and  the  Brahmaputra,  we  may  now  do 
in  the  upper  regions  of  the  Irawaddy. 
This  frontier,  too,  will  touch  China, 
becoming  the  first  point  of  contact 
between  the  Britisli  -  Indian  Empire 
and  China  Proper.  "With  the  capacity 
and  potentiality  of  China,  who  shall 
venture  to  estimate  the  vastness  of  the 
commercial  result  that  may  arise  here- 
after from  such  a  contact  ?  There  will 
also  be  Chinese  immigration  into  Upper 
Burmah ;  and  we  know  what  that  will 
be  from  our  experience  of  what  that 
immigration  has  oeen,  and  is,  in  Lower 
Burmah.  The  emigration  of  the  Chinese 
from  China  towards  the  United  States 
has  been  checked — that  towards  Aus- 
tralia is  likely  to  be  checked  also.  It 
will  now  have  an  unchecked  flow  into 
Burmah ;  and  there  it  will  have  free 
play  for  development.  All  this  will 
happen  as  among  tho  consec^uences 
of  a  just  and  necessary  war,  rapidly, 
easily,  and  cheaply  conducted.  "While 
entirely  deprecating  aggressiveness  for 
the  sake  of  any  advantage,  however 
precious,  yet  if  the  justice  and  necessity 
be  indisputable,  as  they  are  in  this 
case,  I  am  not  ashamed  to  express  my 
joy  at  finding  that  in  these  days  of 
profitless  trade  something  considerable 
has  occurred  in  Burmah  that  may  help 
to  lift  our  commerce  out  of  the  slough 
of  depression.  Sir,  before  I  sit  down 
I  will  allude  to  one  more  passage  in  the 
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Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  I 
rejoice  to  see  that  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  Stato  for  India  (Lord  Ean- 
dolph  Churchill)  proposes  an  inquiry 
by  this  House  as  to  the  results  of  the 
Indian  administration  since  the  Crown 
assumed  the  goyornment  of  India,  nearly 
30  years  ago.  This  inquiry  implies  no 
disparagement  whatever  to  the  noble 
progress  which  has  been  attained  in 
India  during  that  time.  But  it  does 
imply  that  we  may  still  direct  this  pro- 
gress into  higher  walks  of  social  or  poli- 
tical advancement,  and  towards  move- 
ments of  a  character  affecting  the  self- 
education  of  the  Indian  people  in  the 
best  and  loftiest  sense.  It  is  true,  on 
the  one  hand,  that,  as  responnble  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  we  must 
keep  in  our  own  hands  the  supreme 
direction  of  affairs.  In  that  we  can 
admit  of  no  participation ;  and,  there- 
fore, we  must  have  Europeans  in  those 
posts  which  demand  British-born  capa- 
city. But  short  of  this,  on  tho  other 
hand,  we  should  try  to  promote  Natives 
more  and  more  in  the  Public  Service, 
always  without  prejudice  to  the  rights 
of  the  European  officers  actually  in  that 
Service.  "We  should  improve  the  salary, 
furlough,  and  pension  rules  for  Native 
officials.  "We  should  raise  the  Natives  of 
India  more  and  more  to  positions  in  which 
they  will  feel  responsible  for  evincing 
energy,  self-reliance,  and  promptitude. 
This  IB,  indeed,  that  practical  education 
which  lasts  through  life.  But,  further, 
we  sbould  impart  national  education  to 
them  as  forming  a  nation.  Such  educa- 
tion consists  in  teaching  them  the  art  of 
self-government  in  local  affairs,  in  in- 
ducing them  to  take  a  lively  interest  in 
the  management  of  their  Provincial  con- 
cerns, in  causing  them  to  perform  those 
many  honorary  duties  which  are  per- 
formed by  municipal  magnates  in  our 
British  towns  at  home,  and  by-  the 
country  gentlemen  in  our  counties — in 
cautiously  introducing  among  them  the 
municipal  franchise  primarily,  and  after- 
wards that  elective  or  electoral  system 
which  ia  the  life  of  our  body  politic. 
In  guiding  aright  the  legitimate  aspira- 
tions  which  they  now  have,  and  in  in- 
spiring them  with  an  ambition  yet  nobler 
than  any  which  the^  now  possess,  we 
shall  imbue  them  with  a  real  loyalty, 
of  which  we  had  an  earnest  the  other 
day,  when  hostilities  with  Bussia  were 
threatened ;  and  we  shall  render  them, 
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a3  a  mighty  mass,  a  source  of  strength 
to  the  British  Empire  at  large. 

Mr.  PAENELL  :  I  do  not  intend  to 
add  to  the  heat  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Guildford  Division  of  Surrey 
(Mr.  Brodriclt)  imported  into  the  debate 
a  ehort  while  ago.  In  dealing  with  his 
speech  I  will  only  Fay  that  I  do  not 
think  that  the  hon.  Member  was  either 
fair  or  accurate  iu  the  references  he 
made  to  some  of  my  Friends  and  also  to 
myself.  The  hon.  Gentleman  was  cer- 
tainly not  fair  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Eastern  Di^asion  of  Galway  (Mr. 
Harris)  when,  in  reading  from  a  speech 
alleged  to  haTO  been  made  by  him  a 
great  many  years  ago,  in  support  of  the 
accusations  brought  so  freely  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Guildford  Division  of 
Surrey  in  his  speech  to-nigbt,  that  hon. 
Member  omitted  to  tell  the  IIouso  a  fact 
which,  I  think,  must  have  been  within 
his  cognizance — ^namely,  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Galway  apologized  for, 
and  withdrew,  every  word  of  the  speech 
complained  of,  on  the  first  opportunity 
he  could  find,  afterwards.  I  think  it  was 
not  fair  to  my  hon.  Friend  tbat,  under 
these  circumstances,  this  old  spseoh 
should  have  been  brought  up  in  judg- 
ment against  him  and  against  the  xriwi 
Members  to-night  without  the  additional 
information  being  afforded  by  the  hon. 
Member  which,  I  submit,  it  was  both  in 
the  hon.  Member's  power  to  afford,  and 
which  it  was  equally  his  duty,  under  the 
circumstances,  in  dealing  with  the  grave 
situation  of  affairs  in  Ireland,  to  have 
vouchsafed  to  the  House.  Neither  was 
the  hon.  Member  correct  in  his  reference 
to  me.  He  was  both  inaccurate  and 
vague.  He  tells  us  that  it  was  stated 
in  the  English  newspapers  that  I  was 
reported  in  an  American  newspaper  to 
have  made  a  speech  in  America  in  1882. 
The  hon.  Member  will  forgive  me  for 
reminding  him  that  I  was  not  in  America 
in  1882.  [Mr.  Brodrice:  Jn  188K] 
Nor  in  1881.  I  was  in  America  neither 
in  1681  nor  in  1882,  for  I  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  in  a  rather  difEerent  place, 
and  I  certainly  was  not  in  a  position  to 
make  the  speech  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  complains.  I  will  only  say,  in 
leaving  the  hon.  Member,  that  when  the 
hon.  Member  goes  back  to  rake  up 
speeches  which  he  alleges  to  have  been 
reported  in  certain  newspapers  he 
might,  perhaps,  occupy  a  little  of  his 
time  in  making  perfectly  certain  as  to 

Sir  Sichari  TmpU 


Anticer  to  Ser  152 

his  facts  and  as  to  his  dates,   I  prefer, 
Sir,  rather  to  imitate  the  spirit  displayed 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Ijothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  in 
dealing  with  this  question ;  and  I  desire 
to  acknowledge  to  the  fullest  extent  that 
that  right   hon.  Gentleman  has  ap- 
proached the  question  to-night  in  a 
maoner  worthy  of  the  traditions  which 
attach  to  his  name  and  to  the  great 
power  he  possesses.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tloman  has  invited  me,  at  some  future 
time,  to  state  the  demands  which  are 
made  by  more  than  five- sixths  of  the 
Iteprosentativos  of  Ireland  in  regard  to 
the  government  of  their  country,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  such  an  opportunity 
would  bo  found  at  the  proper  moment. 
For  the  present,  I  can  only  say  I  have 
little  doubt  that  if  the  House  at  large, 
or  even  a  majority,  approach  the  ques- 
tion of  the  government  of  Ireland,  or 
the  alterations  to  be  made  in  it,  in  the 
same  spirit  and  with  the  same  largeness 
of  views  as  have  characterized  the  speech  | 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem-  • 
ber  for  Mid  Lothian,  such  a  solution  j 
would   be   found   as   would    enable  | 
Ireland  to  be  entruBted  with  the  right  * 
of  self-government,  and  secure  those  [ 
guarantees,  regarding  the  integrity  of  i 
t  he  Empire,   the  supremacy  of  the  J 
Crown,   and  the  protection    of   the  ( 
minority — of  what  is  called  the  loyal  I 
minority — in  Ireland  which  have  been  | 
required  by  the  Loaders  of  both  the  ) 
political  Parties  in  the  House.    I  havey 
always  believed  that  if  we  could  com/ 
to  a  discussion — if  we  could  agree  upon 
the  principle  that  the  Irish  people  are 
entitled  to  some  self-government,  that 
Parliament  has  to  a  very  large  extent 
failed  to  impose  conditions  for  govern- 
ing Ireland  during  the  85  years  tiiat 
have  elapsed  since  the  Union  —  we 
should  not  find  the  details  so  very  for- 
midable, or  such  great  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  socuring  the  Empire  against  the 
chances  of  separation,  which  seem  to 
oppress  the  public  mind  in  England  at 
the  present  moment.   My  own  candid 
opinion  is  this— that  so  far  from  increas-  , 
ing  the  chances  of  separation  the  con-  j ; 
cession  of  autonomy  to  Ireland  would  !  / 
undoubtedly  very  largely  diminish  them,  .'j 
I  believe  that  the  feeling  in  this  country 
upon  the  matter — a  feeling  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  a  genuine  one  and  really  to 
exist — the  feeling  that  the  entrusting  of 
Ireland  with  sel^goTemment  might  re- 
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suit  in  danger  to  flie  JBrnpire,  simply 
arisea  from  the  want  of  knowledge, 
vhicli  most  befall  Englishmen,  with 
reference  to  any  Irish  question  ;  and 
from  the  very  industrious  attempts  which 
have  been  set  on  foot  by  some  gentle- 
men, who  assume  to  represent  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland,  with  the  view  of  throw- 
ing the  public  opinion  of  this  country 
on  the  wrong  scent,  and  diverting  atten- 
tion from  the  real  issue  to  a  question 
about  danger  to  the  integrity  of  the 
Empire,  with  reference  to  which  I  be- 
lieve there  is  really  no  apprehension  at 
all.  Indeed,  the  very  persons  who  are 
loudest  in  their  talk  about  the  risk  run 
by  the  loyal  minority  in  Ireland,  and 
die  integrity  of  the  Empire,  secretly  and 
in  their  own  hearts  know  perfectly  well 
that  the  statement  has  no  foundation. 
No,  Mr.  Speaker ;  this  question  is  really 
a  question  of  the  amount  of  rent  which 
the  landlords  of  Ireland  shall  receive; 
and  when  hon.  Members,  representing 
the  landowners  of  the  country,  talk  about 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire  they  are 
thinking  rather  about  the  integrity  of 
their  breeches  pockets.  The  Land  Ques- 
(tion  is,  undoubtedly,  a  very  difficult 
iquestion,  and  to  my  mind  presents  the 
I  jreal  point  of  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a 
•{Solution  of  the  question  of  Irish  auto- 
Ijnomy ;  and  the  House  will  find  that  if 
Uhat  question  be  once  settled  on  a  basis 
satisfactory  to  the  Irish  landlords  and 
tenants,  if  such  a  basis  could  be  arrived 
at,  you  would  hear  nothing  more  from 
Irish.  Bepresmtatives  on  the  opposite 
Benches  about  the  integrity  of  the 
Empire  and  the'risk  of  separation.  We 
have  been  spoken  to  to-night  about  the 
necessity  of  protecting  the  loyal  mi- 
nority. Now,  I  myself  was  born  a  Pro- 
testant ;  I  have  always  lived  a  Protestant, 
and  I  hope  to  die  a  Protestant ;  and  if  in 
the  future,  after  the  concession  of  the 
Irish  claims,  any  danger  were  to  arise 
to  my  Protestant  fellow-countrymen,  I 
would  be  the  first  to  stand  up  for  liberty  of 
speech,  liberty  of  conscience,  and  liberty 
to  live  and  thrive  for  every  section  of 
the  community,  whether  they  be  Pro- 
testants or  whether  they  be  Catholics ; 
and  perhaps  I  might  be  a  more  effectual 
aid,  in  times  of  real  danger,  than  some  of 
tiiose  hon.  Gentlemen  who  talk  so  loudly 
and  who  boast  so  much.  But  I  have  no 
such  apprehenmon.  I  amoonvinced  that 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  would  not  at- 
tempt to  oppress  their  fallow  •country- 


men •  They  would  desire,  and  it  would 
be  their  object,  in  view  of  the  histoir  of 
the  past,  to  give  the  Protestants  of  Ire- 
land more  man  fair  play ;  they  would 
endeavour  to  bring  them  to  the  front, 
and  give  them  the  fullest  share  in  the 
government  of  Ireland.  Look  at  the 
considerable  proportion  of  Protestants 
which  the  Irish  national  constituencies 
have  willingly  and  freely  returned.  If 
they  have  not  returned  more  Protestants 
it  is  not  on  account  of  any  prejudice 
against  their  creed,  but  because  it  has 
been  difficult  to  find  more  from  that 
class  with  the  necessary  leisure  and  with 
a  desire  aufficient  to  induce  them  to 
come  to  "Westminster  in  order  to  repre- 
sent Irish  constituencies.  No,  Sir;  I 
have  no  belief  at  all  in  the  talk  either  of 
the  danger  of  separation  or  the  danger 
to  the  Protestant  minority.  The  alle- 
gation is  brought  forward  for  interested 
motives  by  the  landlord  class  in  Ireland 
in  order  that  they  may,  for  a  few  years 
longer,  retain  the  power  of  exacting 
from  their  tenants  exorbitant  rents 
which  the  soil  has  not  produced.  If 
there  was  no  Land  Question  in  Ireland 
there  would  be  no  opposition  from  any 
influential  or  considerable  section  in  the 
country  to  the  concession  of  a  full  mea- 
sure of  autonomy  for  Ireland.  But  in 
any  case  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  are 
perfectly  willing  that  any  guarantees 
that  the  ingenuity  of  man  can  frame  for 
the  protection  of  the  minority  shall  be 
framed  and  shall  be  put  in  force ;  and  it 
would  be  found  that  the  Catholics  would 
treat  much  more  justly  and  much  more 
generously  the  1,000,000  Protestants  of 
Ireland  in  regard  to  their  future  repre- 
sentation in  the  Irish  Parliament  than  the 
Protestants  of  England  and  Scotland 
have  treated  the  2,000,000  of  Catholics 
in  regard  to  their  just  representation  in 
this  Imperial  Parliament.  Allusion,  Sir, 
has  been  made  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
and  also  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — I  ad- 
mit a  most  moderate  allusion  has  been 
made  by  him — to  the  difficulties  in  con- 
nection with  what  is  called  '  *  Boycotting, " 
and  also  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  of  rents.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman certainly  did  not  appear  to  me, 
speaking  from  his  point  of  view,  to 
attempt  to  magnify  these  difficulties. 
The  right  hon.  Gentieman  admitted  that 
convictions  had  been  obtained  in  almost 
every  instance  under  the  ordinary  law, 
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and  that  more  serioue  crime  had  not  in< 
creased  since  the  Government  allowed 
the  more  stringent  provisions  of  the 
Coercion  Act  to  drop.  He  also  admitted 
that  while,  what  he  terms,  and  justly 
terms,  minor  offences,  such  as  threaten- 
ing letters,  have  somewhat  increased, 
yet,  in  regard  to  "Boycotting"  offences, 
the  Government  have  obtamed  about 
150  convictions  out  of  400  prosecutions, 
and  that  in  other  cases  prosecutions  are 
still  pending  and  have  yet  to  come  off. 
I  regard  that  testimony  as  most  im- 
portutt,  for  it  shows  that  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  Grimes  Act  there  was  not 
that  relapse  into  serious  crime  which 
many  people  had  apprehended ;  and  it  is 
a  somewhat  remarkable  result  in  the 
case  of  a  people  of  such  an  elastic  nature 
as  that  which  unhappily  belongs  to  the 
Irish.  It  is  much  to  their  credit  that 
they  should  havo  abstained  from  crime, 
and  set  their  faces  resolutely  against 
crime  as  they  have  done.  I  think  it  is 
a  matter  which  ought  to  bo  better 
known  and  admitted  more  by  the  public 
feeling  in  England  than  it  appears  to 
be.  Nevertheless,  I  admit  that,  un- 
happily, in  regard  to  the  question  of 
land,  affairs  in  Ireland  are  at  present 
very  serious.  That  result  is  one  which 
I  myself  have  deprecated  very  much. 
Neither  the  organization  of  which  I  am 
the  head  in  Ireland  nor  I  myself  can 
chai^  ourselves  with  having  done  any- 
thing to  foment  that  state  of  things.  On 
the  contrary,  so  far  as  my  influence  and 
that  of  my  friends  has  been  available  it 
has  distinctly  been  used  to  prevent 
"Boycotting"  in  as  many  cases  as  we 
could  possibly  interfere;  and  it  has  also 
been  distinctly  used  in  the  direction  of 
repressing  and  restraining  the  move- 
ment which  sprung  up  in  a  spontaneous 
manner  among  the  people  themselves. 
These  matters  are  on  record,  and,  of 
course,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  these 
have  been  the  efforts  of  nearly  aU  of  the 
[  important  leaders  of  the  National  Party 
I  in  Ireland.  I  do  not  deny  that  some 
extravagant  speeches  have  been  made 
-  by  one  or  two  gentlemen— speeches 
;  wnioh  I  hare  been  the  first  to  deprecate 
'  — bat  we  all  know  that  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult at  times  to  put  an  old  head  on 
young  shoulders,  and  young  men  are 
sometimes  very  much  carried  away  when 
making  speeches  into  saying  things 
which  in  their  sober  moments  thoy 
vould  undoubtedly  regret.   But  as  re- 
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gards  the  movement  itself,  it  is  a  very 
remarkable  and  a  noteworthy  fact  that 
the  present  movement  was  a  spontaneous 
one,  and  in  that  it  differs  from  the  Land 
League  movement  of  1879.  Upon  that 
movement  £250,000  sterling  was  spent 
in  organizing  the  tenantry  and  in  per- 
suading them  to  resist  the  payment  of 
rents  which  were  admittedly,  at  the 
time,  rack  rents.  That  movement  re- 
sulted in  the  passing  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1881.  But  upon  the  present  movement 
not  one  single  penny  has  been  spent. 
In  addition  to  the  repressing  and  re- 
straining influences  we  have  exercised, 
we  have  refrained  from  making  any  ex- 
penditure whatever  in  aid  of  the  more- 
ment  for  the  reduction  of  rents,  to  which : 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  ! 
of  the  Exchequer  has  referred.  There- 
fore, it  cannot  be  said  that  it  has  been 
a  movement  which  has  been  encouraged 
and  fomented  by  the  National  League. 
I  think  the  spontaneous  character  of  the 
movement  is  a  matter  well  worthy  the 
attention  and  consideration  of  the 
House  and  of  the  Government.  The 
Irish  tenantry  have,  for  a  very 
great  number  of  years,  paid  large 
sums  of  money  in  the  shape  of  rent. 
They  are  represented  as  persons  desirous 
of  evading  their  obligations.  That  ia 
not  my  experience.  My  experience,  on 
the  contrary,  has  been  that  they  havo 
been  rather  too  willing  to  pay  excessivo 
body  and  soul  together,  even  at  the  risk 
rents ;  and  so  lon^  as  they  could  keep 
of  starvation  to  their  families  and  them- 
selves, they  have  attempted  to  keep 
the  roofs  over  their  heads  at  any  cost. 
But  now  their  condition  is  so  desperate, 
and  brought  as  it  has  been  to  its  prosent 
pitch  by  such  a  reduction  in  the  prices 
of  agricultural  produce  as  we  have  not 
had  any  experience  of  for  30  years — in 
the  prices  of  all  the  agricultural  produce 
which  their  farms  yield — that  they  have 
been  forced  into  the  present  movement 
in  order  to  claim  from  certain  landlords 
— not  all  landlords,  because  I  believe 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  landlords  at 
the  present  moment  are  giving  fair  re- 
ductions, and  are,  in  that  way,  prevent- 
ing the  tenants  from  going  to  extre- 
mities, and  also  saving  the  remains  of 
their  own  property — but  in  the  case  of  a 
minority  of  the  Irish  landlords  who  have 
stubbornly  refused  all  reduction  of  rent 
there  does  unhappily  exist  on  a  certain 
number  of  estatea  in  Ireland  a  oombino- 
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tion  foT  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  re- 
duction of  these  rack  rents.  If  the 
matter  be  inquired  into,  I  think  it  will 
be  found  that  that  is  the  whole  dimen- 
sion to  which  the  complaint  is  capable 
of  being  stretched.  The  House,  com- 
posed, as  it  is,  largel  J  of  Bepresentatires 
from  agricultural  districts,  must  knov 
that  tl^t  agricultural  depression  does 
exist,  and  has  sprung  up  since  rents 
were  fixed  under  the  Idnd  Act  of  1861. 
The  rents  were  then  6xed  for  a  term  of 
1 5  years ;  but  owing  to  the  depreciation 
in  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce, 
amounting  to  50  per  cent,  it  has  now 
become  in  many  cases  absolutely  im- 
possible to  collect  these  rents.  I  think 
that  it  is  no  discredit  to  the  exertions  of 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Sir.  Gladstone)  to  say 
that  the  rents  fixed  under  his  Act,  owing 
to  this  great  fall  in  the  prices  of  agri- 
cultural produce,  have  become  impos- 
sible rents,  and  that  the  purpose  of  that 
Act  has  been  defeated,  'i'here  are  many 
examples  which  I  might  give  of  the 
action  of  landowners  in  Ireland  in  proof 
of  my  contention  as  to  the  exorbitancy 
of  rants.  Take  a  case  which  happened 
the  other  day  in  my  own  county  of 
Wictlow — a  eoun^  which  has  always 
been  remarkably  free  from  crime  and 
outrage,  having  been  without  a  single 
case  of  outrage  during  the  whole  of  the 
Land  League  agitation.  I  will  take  the 
case  of  au  estate  of  a  nobleman  on  which 
the  rents  have  been  fully  20  per  cent 
lower  t^an  those  of  the  poorer  landed 
gentry — namely,  the  estate  of  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  a  large  property  worth 
fnlly  £50,000  a-yoar.  The  other  day 
Lord  FitzwilHam  Toluntarily  and  of  his 
own  accord  gave  a  reduction  of  50  per 
cent  on  the  half-year  to  all  his  tenants 
—those  who  had  obtuned  rednctionB 
under  the  Land  Act,  tenants  from  year 
to  year,  and  leaseholders.  Lord  Fitz- 
wimam  gave  ihem  all  round  a  reduction 
of  50  per  cent.  I  kaow  that  this  has 
been  denied.  I  have  seen  a  letter  from 
the  agent,  Ur.  Duncan  McNeill,  who 
states  that  it  was  a  reduction  for  the 
whole  year,  and  therefore  was  only  a 
reduction  of  25  per  cent.  Practically 
speaking,  it  was  a  reduction  of  50  per 
cent  upon  the  half-year;  because,  as  a 
tenant  upon  that  estate,  I  had  paid  my 
i^t  in  full  for  the  preceding  half-year, 
luad  I  myself  received  back  from  Mr. 
Duncan  UoNeill  an  abatement  of  50  per 
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cent  upon  the  amount  which  I  owed  to 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  in  respect  of  a  tenancy 
upon  which  a  judicial  rent  has  been 
fixed.  This  is  a  conclusive  proof  that 
there  is  great  agricultural  depression  in 
Ireland,  and  that  agricultural  depres- 
sion is  recognized,  not  only  by  the 
tenants,  but  also  by  the  landlords.  The 
rents  on  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  estate  have 
been  so  moderate  that  many  of  his 
tenants  have  never  gone  into  the  Land 
Court  at  all ;  and  notwithstanding  that 
fact  he  has  given  this  large  reduction  to 
the  tenants  to  save  them  from  exter- 
mination. What,  then,  must  be  the  fate 
of  poor  tenants  in  a  county  like  Kerry, 
under  an  agent  like  Mr.  Hussey,  where 
every  concession  is  refused,  and  the  only 
answer  to  the  tenant  is  a  visit  from  an 
army  of  policemen  and  soldiers  to  drive 
away  any  poor  stock  the  tenants  may 
have  ?  We  were  told  just  now  that  the 
Queen's  writ  does  not  run  in  Ireland. 
The  only  answer  the  tenant  gets  to  an 
application  for  a  reduction  of  rent  is,  as  I 
have  siud,  a  visit  from  an  army  of  police- 
men and  soldiers,  to  drive  away  the  stock 
he  has  on  t^e  holding,  or  a  shower  of 
writs.  Qoeen'swritsnotonly run.butfiy. 
They  come  in  clouds ;  they  como  in 
storms.  Well,  Sir,  the  situation  is  un- 
doubtedly a  serious  one;  but  if  the 
Government  step  in  and  support  that 
small  minority  of  landlords  who  are  re- 
fusing all  reasonable  concessions  to  their 
tenants,  like  that  which  I  have  cited, 
the  result  will  be  that  these  landowners 
and  many  others  will  be  strengthened 
in  their  unjust  demands,  and  great 
suffering  and  misery  would  befall  the 
unfortunate  and  wretched  people.  The 
weight  of  authority  and  power  which 
must  always  exist  will  weigh  down  the 
scale  unjustly  and  cruelly  towards  the 
tenant.  I  shall  be  glad  if  some  propo- 
sition can  be  made  tot  dealing  with  the 
land  difficulty  in  Ireland,  because  I 
look  upon  it  as  the  real  difficulty  in. 
that  country,  which  overshadows  every 
other.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
real  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Irish 
tenants  to  refuse  just  and  fair  conces- 
sions; and  I  am  sure  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  are  most  anxious  that  the 
landlords  should  receive  such  fair  terms 
and  fair  treatment  as  the  extremity  of 
the  times  renders  at  all  possible.  Some 
scheme  of  purchase  might  be  devised 
on  some  such  lines  as  those  which  are 
understood  to  have  been  put  forward  by 
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the  eminent  statistioion,  Mr.  GifEen,  in 
a  recent  letter  which,  has  attracted  a 
good  deal  of  attention.  I  do  not  pledge 
myself  to  details ;  but  as  to  the  general 
idea  contained  in  that  letter,  it  is  one 
nnder  which  the  bulk  of  the  land  in  the 
occupation  of  agricultural  tenants  might 
be  purchased.  It  must  be  recollected 
that  tbis  is  a  limited  question  ;  and  I  am 
very  much  disposed  to  believe — of  course, 
I  have  not  accurate  information  in  my 

ftossession,  but  I  am  disposed  to  be- 
ieve — that  the  land  of  Ireland  in  the 
possession  of  agricultural  tenants,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Land  Act,  including 
hmd  fid»  leaseholders,  and  leaving  out 
of  the  question  mesne  lands,  does  not 
amount  to  the  value  of  more  than 
£5,000,000  or  £6,000,000  at  the  out- 
side ;  and  taking  that  valuation  as  the 
basis —  and  certainly  we  could  not  take 
a  higher — I  think  it  would  be  fair  to 
arrange  to  purdiase  at  such  a  number 
of  years  purdiase  as  would  fairly  com- 
pensate the  landlords  and  extricate  them 
from  the  dai^erous  and  difficult  position 
they  occupy  now.  The  depreciation  of 
prices  which  now  exists  makes  it  diffi- 
cult for  the  tenant  to  pay  any  large 
amount  of  money ;  indeed,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  him  to  pay  the  judicial  rents. 
The  question  demands  the  careful  atten- 
tion of  the  House  and  the  Qovernment ; 
and  I  believe,  and  all  those  who  are  not 
iuduenced  by  Party  motives  in  Ireland 
are  of  opinion,  that  there  should  be 
some  fair  settlement,  and  if  such  fair 
settlement  were  airived  at  and  agreed 
upon  by  all  parties,  and  if  it  were  really 
a  fair  one,  I  am  convinced  that  the  pay- 
ments would  be  made  by  the  Irish  ten- 
ants to  the  last  penny.  I  hope,  Sir, 
that  we  may  have  a  further  opportunity 
of  reverting  to  this  matter.  We  are 
bound  to  stand  our  people.  When 
it  comes  to  be  a  struggle  between  the 
Irish  landowners,  aided  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Irish  tenants,  whom  I  and 
my  Friends  represent,  and  the  Irish 
labourers,  we  can  have  no  doubt  as  to 
which  side  we  should  cast  our  lot  with. 
Eut  we  wish  that  the  "  still  small  voice 
of  reason  "  should  prevail.  We  do  not 
desire  to  go  into  any  contest.  We  see  in 
the  present  position  a  desire  and  a  wish 
on  the  part  of  Englishmen  to  study 
and  understand,  with  a  view  to  its  final 
settlement,  this  greatlrish  question ;  and 
we  are  resolved  that  no  extravagance  on 
our  part  of  action  or  language  lUiaU  mar 


the  chance  which  we  believe  our  country 
possesses  now  for  the  first  time  in  her 
history. 

Majob  SAUNDKRSON  :  In  rising  to 
reply  to  thespeeoh  ofthehon.  Memljer  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Farnell),  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  did  not  hear  his  opening  sen* 
tencea ;  but  since  I  came  into  the  House 
the  hon.  Member  has  spoken  upon  the 
Land  Question,  but  I  do  not  find  that  he 
has  mentioned  any  of  those  burning 
questions  which  are  now  exciting  public 
attention  in  Ireland  and  all  over  the 
Empire.  In  Ireland  the  hon.  Member 
has  declared,  in  the  first  place,  that  he 
has  taken  off  his  coat  and  that  ho 
stands  on  a  single  plank.  It  would 
now  appear  that  the  hon.  Member 
is  engaged  to-night  in  removing  some 
other  portion  of  his  garments,  or  that 
he  is  increasing  his  platform.  We 
have  heard  not  one  word  about  the 
single  plank  on  which  he  has  informed 
the  country  he  and  his  supporters  intend 
to  stand.  According  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member,  so  far  as  I  can  under- 
stand it  is  now  a  simple  question  of  the 
land.  It  is  simply  the  further  develop- 
ment of  that  Land  Question  with  the 
settlement  of  which,  in  former  times,  he 
and  his  Friends  professed  themselves  so 
entirely  satisfied.  \Crui  of  '*No!"] 
Now  it  seems  that  all  that  is  required  to 
settle  the  Irish  Question  is  to  buy  out 
the  landlords  at  a  few  years  purchase, 
and  then  peace  and  happiness — nothing 
was  said  about  loyalty — and  prosperity 
will  return  to  Ireland.  No  doubt  before 
the  debate  doses  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  will  move  an  Amend-O 
ment  to  the  Address.  To  his  supporters 
in  Ireland  he  has  stated  most  distinctly 
and  repeated^  that  he  has  now  but  one 
object.  It  is  no  longer  the  land ;  but 
his  object — I  am  quoting  his  own  words 
— is  to  secure  a  separate  Parliament 
for  Ireland,  free  from  outside  control." 
Those  are  words  made  use  of  by  the 
hon.  Member  in  a  speech  delivered  at 
Castlebar,  and  repeated  elsewhere. 
Now,  I  want  to  know  what  attitude  the_ 
hon.  Member  takes  on  the  question  at 
issue  at  present — whether  England  is  to 
remain  connected  with  Ireland,  or  to  be 
separated  ?  The  hon.  Member  for  Dub- 
lin (Mr.  Harrington)  referred  to  a  speech 
made  in  the  North  of  Ireland  by  Vis- 
count Cole ;  and  he  tried  to  fasten  that 
speech  upon  the  Pariy  to  which  I  have 
the  lumour  to  belong.  I  am  not  in  the 


Digitized  by 


161  Maj6sty*«  Most  [Janv^-ry 


21,  1886}        Qraciout  Speech.  162 


least  ashamed  of  it ;  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber wishes  to  fasten  oa  tbe  Party  to 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong  the 
exclusive  right  of  using  violent  lan- 
guage. Let  me  point  out  to  the  House 
that  there  are  ouer  Members  who  uee 
Tiolent  language.  Allow  me  to  quote 
words  made  use  of  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Fermanagh  (Mr.  W.  Bedmood)  in 
Dublin  ^e  other  day,  and  then  let  me 
ask  hon.  Members  to  compare  the  words 
of  Lord  Oole — who  I  do  not  believe  was 
ever  much  ^fted  with  the  power  of 
oratory — with  the  words  made  use  of 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Fermanagh, 
notoriously  one  of  the  most  polished 
rhetoricians  below  the  Qangway.  These 
are  the  words  made  use  of  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Fermanagh,  four  days 
ago— 

"He  did  not  think  it  was  worth  vhile  to 
discasa  the  matter,  for  the  oxperience  of  tho 
past  had  shown  that  the^ore  coeroion  thoy 
^t,  the  more  olearly  they  would  see  the  neces- 
nty  for  driving  from  their  'midst  the  Oovem- 
meet  from  which  coercion  came.  The  English 
people  knew  thej'  had  enemies  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world.  They  knew  that  the  very  moment 
they  Htmck  at  the  Irish  people  they  would  give 
the  signal  which  would  stir  the  Indian  Princes 
to  a  greater  and  stUl  more  KQcoessful  mutiny, 
and  which  would,  perha|^  lead  the  Russians 
into  London  to  Btalue  theu*  horses  in  the  House 
of  Commons." 

Now,  Sir,  that  is  the  class  of  eloquence 
which  is  habitually  employed  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  iu  speakiog  to  their 
constituents  in  Ireland and  tho  hon. 
Member  for  tlio  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell),  although  he  says  tliat  he  has  de- 
plored tho  employment  of  language  of 
this  kind,  and  adds  that  it  is  impossible 
to  place  old  heads  on  young  shouWers, 
never  raised  his  voice  in  Ireland  to  de- 
nounce it.  This  language,  to  any  civi- 
lized assembly,  is  beneath  contempt; 
but  when  addressed  to  the  sympathizing 
ears  of  the  ignorant  multitude,  it  must 
have  the  effect  of  hounding  on  their 
ignorant  dopes  in  Ireland  to  the  perpe- 
tration of  crimes  and  outrages  which  their 
leaders  hare  not  the  determination  or 
courage  to  perform.  In  regard  to  the 
measures  ^mich  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  iotroduce  for  Ireland,  perhaps  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  a  word.  We, 
in  Ireland,  have  been  asking  ourselves 
the  question — and  it  is  a  very  serious 
question — what  is  the  use  of  a  Govern- 
ment at  all,  when  we  see  the  law  evaded, 
broken,  and  defied  with  impunity ;  when 
ve  see  tbe  citiz^ia  in  any  part  of  Her 
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Majesty's  Empire  deprived  of  their  civil 
rights,  when  they  cannot  buy  and  sell 
in  any  market  in  the  South  unless  they 
can  show  the  mark  of  the  beast  in  the 
shape  of  the  National  League  ticket — 
an  organization  which  meets  now  all 
over  the  country  with  all  tho  parapher- 
nalia of  justice  and  the  Law  Courts,  which 
tries  its  unhappy  victims  as  they  would 
be  tried  before  a  Court  of  Law,  and,  what 
is  more,  enforces  with  unvarying  severity 
its  unwritten  law;  when  we  see  these 
things  we  ask,  what  is  the  use  of  a  Go- 
vernment ?  This  is  not  the  first  time 
that  the  Government — I  do  not  say  Her 
Majesty's  present  Government,  but  other 
Governments— have  shown  a  certain 
amount  of  laxity  in  dealing  with  Irish 
crime.  We  saw  it  in  1881  and  1882, 
when  6o  unfavourable  a  shadow  was 
cast  over  Irish  history ;  and  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  to-night 
accuses  tho  Government  of  vacillation  in 
dealing  with  the  Irish  Question,  I  could 
not  help  recalling  those  years  in  the 
history  of  the  late  Parliament  when 
outrage  and  murder  stalked  abroad  in 
Ireland,  and  when  no  hand  was  raised 
—at  all  events,  not  the  hands  of  a  para- 
lyzed Government — to  arrest  its  evil 
course,  and  the  first  blow  at  the  organi- 
zation, of  which  the  hon. Memberforthe 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  was  the  head, 
was  not  struck  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, but  by  a  few  Orangemen  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Mask.  We  believe 
that  the  first  duty  of  any  Government 
is  to  cause  the  law  to  be  respected  and 
to  be  observed.  When  the  present  Go- 
vernment took  Office  they  undertook  to 
give  up  the  exceptional  legislation  which 
up  to  that  time  had  been  deemed  neces- 
sary. It  was  on  experiment.  Z  am  sure 
that  everybody  who  cares  for  Ireland 
desires,  from  his  heart,  that  no  more 
coercion  should  be  necessary;  but,  in 
my  opinion,  as  an  Irishman,  and  as  a 
magistrate,  Xbave  certainly  oome  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  experiment  has 
proved  a  failure,  and  I  gather  from  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  the 
Government  have  come  pretty  nearly  to 
the  same  conclusion.  But  there  is  this 
of  value  in  the  experiment — that  it  has 
shown  conclusively  that  no  conciliation, 
by  whatever  Party,  can  gain  the  adhesion 
of  hon.  Gontlemen  opposite  and  those 
th^  represent.    Xhe  iion.  Member  for 
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the  City  of  Cork  and  his  Friends  have 
declared  over  and  over  again  that  thej 
will  be  satisfied  with  no  concession  short 
of  separation.  [Criet  of  "  No !  "  and 
"Quote!"]  If W.  Members  diBlike 
the  word  "separation,"  I  woold  saj  a 
Parliament  in  College  Green  entirely 
without  any  outside  control ;  and  if  that 
is  not  separation  I  leare  it  to  any  hon. 
Gentleman  in  this  House  to  describe 
otherwise  the  distinction  between  a 
Parliament  sitting  in  College  Green 
without  outside  control  and  complete 
separation.  The  experiment  tried  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  proved 
a  failure.  I  do  not  attempt  to  say  that 
crime  and  outrage  have  assumed  the 
proportions  it  did  from  1880  to  1882. 
why  have  they  not  done  so  ?  It  has 
been  because  there  was  no  more  neces- 
sity for  crime  and  outrage  in  beland. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  those  crimes 
which  have  stained  the  pages  of  our 
Irish  history  with  blood?  The  object 
was  to  subjugate  the  will  of  the  Irish 
people  until  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  conld  erect  a  platform  and 
then  stand  without  his  coat  on  the  top 
of  it.  Hon.  Members  opposite  fre- 
quently say  that  the  landlords  are  in 
favour  of  coercion,  because  coercion  is 
an  Act  simply  to  protect  landlords. 
[C^«r«  from  tfU  Irish  Memh9r$.'\  I  am 
glad  that  I  have  elicited  that  cbeer.  I 
do  not  know  whether  hon.  Members 
opposite  ever  go  into  the  statistics  of 
crime  caused  by  outrage  in  Ireland. 
The  truth  is  that  out  of  67  murders  that 
took  place  in  two  years,  only  seven  land- 
lords were  murdered — so  that  the  land- 
lords had  rather  a  good  time  of  it — 
three  were  agents,  and  the  rest  were 
miserable  tenants  and  caretakers  on  the 
wild  mountains  of  Kerry,  Cork,  and  the 
West,  who  refused  to  bow  to  the  iron 
yoke  which  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  sought  to  weld  round  their 
throats.  When  we  hon.  Member  comes 
forward  as  the  Kepresentative  of  Irish 
grievances,  he  does  not  represent  that 
class,  at  all  events,  whom  he  tries  to 
exterminate  and  stamp  out.  As  far  as 
we,  as  landlords,  are  concerned,  we 
come  off  better  than  the  victims  in  the 
South  and  West.  At  that  time  we  had 
the  Land  League.  Well,  the  Land 
League  was  proclaimed,  and  what  had 
we  then?  There  is  a  habit  among 
criminals,  when  a  place  is  made  too  hot 
for  them,  to  adopt  an  alias^  and  in  tl;ds 
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case  the  Land  League  adopted  an  alias, 
and  called  themselves  tue  National 
League.  The  Land  League  was  re- 
suscitated as  the  National  League, 
and,  winked  at  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  with  the  same  machinery, 
the  same  obieois,  and  the  same  leader 
and  agents,  nas  ever  since  been  carry- 
ing on  its  fell  work  of  intimidation 
and  disloyalty  to  the  Crown  in  Ire- 
laud.  Therefore,  I  consider  that  Her 
Majesty's  QoverDment  would  bo  abso- 
lutely wanting  in  the  first  functions  that 
a  Government  owes  to  the  country  it 
rules  if  it  did  not  accompany  any  Act  of 
a  remedial  character  with  another  crush- 
ing-out of  this  organization,  which  is  now 
the  curse  of  the  country-  Hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway  pride  them- 
selves on  their  strength,  and  are  inclined 
to  laugh  at  the  weakness  of  the  Con- 
servative contingent  from  Ireland.  They 
are  85;  we  are  16.  But  now  let  me 
observe  to  the  House  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  gauge  the  ratio  between  loyalty 
and  disloyalty  in  Ireland  by  the  number 
of  Members  who  sit  below  the  Gang- 
way  opposite.  A  very  able  letter  was 
written  not  long  ago  by  a  very  honest 
man,  although  I  entirely  disagree  with 
him,  but  whose  honesty  I  respect.  I 
refer  to  Mr.  Davitt.  Mr.  Davitt  wrote 
a  letter  to  Tfig  3\me»,  in  answer  to  a 
letter  from  Lord  Cowpor,  in  which  he 
said — *'  Lord  Oowper,  when  he  confronts 
these  figures,  I  think,  will  admit  himself 
defeated."  Lord  Cowper  denied  that 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  people  were  in 
favonr  of  Home  -Pule.  Mr.  Davitt  said, 
in  his  letter — 

*'  Let  OB  Bupposfl,  by  way  of  illtutTatioa,  that 
an  election  had  taken  place  in  England,  that 
this  election  had  returned  to  Parliament  447 
Memhera  in  favour  of  the  right  hon.  G^entlo- 
man  the  Memher  for  Mid  Xiothian  (Ur.  Glad- 
stone), and  120  Members  who  were  in  favour  of 
Lord  Saliahury, '  Could  Lord  Cowper,*  said  Mr. 
Davitt,  *  io  confronting  these  figures,  maiptain 
that  England  had  not  diatinctly  dedded  on  the 
Bide  of  Kir.  GladBtoneP'" 

Mr.  Davitt  thought  that  was  a  very  con- 
clusive argument.  In  my  opinion,  how- 
ever, it  is  defective,  and  the  analogy 
breaks  down.  In  order  that  the  analogy 
should  be  perfect,  we  must  conceive,  as 
exists  in  Lreland,  an  electors'  intimida- 
tion society.  We  must,  furthermore, 
conceive  that  the  447  Gladetonian  Mem- 
bers were  not  chosen  by  their  own  con- 
stituents, but  by  the  head  of  the  electors' 
intimidation  sooie^.    And  to  further 
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establish  tbe  analogy  between  Eog- 
land  and  Ireland,  we  must  conceive 
tliat  the  power  of  the  intimidation 
society  is  backed  up  by  the  whole 
inflnenoe  of  a  powwfiil  priesthood — 
a  priesthood  possessing  unbounded 
influence  over  the  minds  and  con- 
sciences of  the  electors — an  iDfluence 
not  circumscribed  by  any  earthly  horizon. 
If  snch  a  condition  of  things  could  exist 
in  England  the  analogy  would  be  per- 
fect ;  but  I  do  not  think  any  sane  man 
can  imagine  that  such  an  intimidation 
society  would  be  sufiered  to  exist  for  a 
week  in  this  country.  The  analogy,  there- 
fore, breaks  down.  How  are  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  sit  below  the  Gangway  oppo- 
Bite  chosen?  Theyare  not  chosen  by  their 
own  constituents  ;  they  have  no  voice  in 
the  matter.  Hon.  Members  opposite 
may  be  admirable  masters  of  political 
taotilos ;  but  they  have  been  chosen  by  a 
Oonncil  of  three.  [  Criet  of  "  Name ! "] 
The  hoD.  Membw  ibr  the  Oity  of  dork 
(Sfr.  Faraell),  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dublin  (Mr.  T.  Harrington),  who  has 
spoken  this  evening,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon).  That  Council 
of  three  chose  every  single  Member  who 
sits  opposite  to  me  at  the  present  moment 
below  the  Gangway.  I  will  give  the 
House  an  instance  to  prove  exactly  what 
I  mean.  There  was  one  constituency  in 
Ireland^— 

Mn.  DILLON :  I  rise  to  Order.  I 
beg  to  say  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  has  made  a  false  statement. 
[CWm«/"  Order!"] 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  entitled  to  interrupt.  'When  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  who  is  in 
possession  of  the  House  baa  condnded 
his  speech  it  will  be  quite  competent  for 
the  hon.  Member  to  reply. 

MiJOB  SAUNDEESON  :  I  am  quite 
ready  to  receive  correotion.  I  am  not 
certain  as  to  the  Council  of  three,  for  I 
was  not  present  at  any  meeting  of  it ; 
but  I  have  been  informed,  on  the  best 
authority,  that  what  I  state  is  correct.  I 
will  now  give  the  instance  I  was  about 
to  refer  to.  There  was  one  constituency 
in  Ireland  which  had  a  will  of  its  own, 
and  which  thought  it  had  a  right  in  the 
19th  century,  and  in  a  free  country,  to 
choose  its  Kepresentative.  That  was 
the  constitaency  of  North  Louth.  The 
choice  of  the  constituency  of  North 
Louth  fell  upon  a  G^tLeman  who  will 
probably  be  ^all  remembered  in  this 
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House — I  refer  to  Mr,  Philip  Oallan., 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Oity  of  Cork ' 
absolutely  refhsed  to  sanodon  the  choice 
of  the  electors  of  North  Louth.  [  Cri$» 
of  ""No;  he  was  never  chosen! ''/r«M 
Ifith  3i«mb$r».']  A  Oonventiou,  or  what- 
ever it  was  called,  was  summoned,  and 
various  accusations  were  brought  against 
Mr.  Callao ,  which  afterwards  were 
dropped.  One  of  them  was  that  he  fell 
asleep  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Many 
years  ago  I  myself  was  a  Member  of 
this  House,  and  I  can  only  say  that 
there  were  few  Members  who  through 
the  whole  Session  escaped  that  feeling 
of  sleepiness.  I  have  repeatedly  seen 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Front 
Benches  nodding  through  a  Scotch  de- 
bate. But  when  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  went  to  North  Louth  he 
did  not  say  one  single  word  about  this 
somnolent  habit  of  Mr.  Oallan's ;  but  he 
said  that  Mr.  Oallau  was  unmanageable, 
because  he  spoke  when  he  was  told  to 
hold  his  tongue.  And,  therefore,  poor 
Mr.  Callan,  who  had  offered  involuntary 
sacrifice  to  Morpheus  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  was  supplanted  by  the  High 
Priest  of  the  Temple  of  the  Muses  at 
Liverpool.  I  do  not  wish  to  express 
any  opinion  of  the  choice  that  was  made, 
but  what  I  want  to  show  is  this,  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  used 
the  influence  which  he  undoubtedly  pos- 
scEses  in  Ireland  aa  the  head  of  this 
great  intimidation  society,  and  went 
down  to  North  Louth  with  hired  mobs 
in  special  trains,  and  interfered  in  the 
choice  of  the  constituency.  [^Crut  of 
"  No ! "]  I  defy  conlaradiotlon  as  to  the 
special  trains,  because  I  know  who  paid 
for  them. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  rise  to  Order.  I 
wish  to  ask  whether  a  Member  is  entitled 
to  make  a  charge  against  another  Mem* 
ber  of  taking  a  hired  mob  to  a  particular 
constituency  during  an  election,  which 
would  be  an  offence  under  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Act,  and  would  render  that 
Member  legally  incapacitated  from  sit- 
ting in  this  House?  Besides,  I  may 
remind  you.  Sir,  that  there  is  an  Election 
Petition  on  the  subject  pending  at  the 
present  time. 

Me.  SPEAKER:  There  is  nothing 
in  the  form  of  the  words  used  to 
bring  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
under  any  remark  from  the  Chair ;  but 
it  certain!:^  is  a  very  grave  charge  to 
make  against  an  hon.  Member,  ospe- 
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oially  in  a  case  in  whioh  I  understand 
the  hon.  and  learned  Membra  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  to  say  there  is  a  Petition  pending. 

Me.  PARNELL  :  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  explain  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  foundation  for  the  statement 
which  has  been  made  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member. 

Major  SAUNDEE80N  resumed, 
amid  cries  of  ""Withdraw."  He  said: 
If  it  will  please  hon.  Members  opposite  I 
am  quite  ready  to  withdraw  the  word 
"hired; "  but  I  will  not  withdraw  the 
statement  of  the  fact  that  roecial  trains 
brought  men  fromOavan  and  Monaghan ; 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  cannot  deny  that  £60  was  paid  to 
the  Great  Northern  Bailway  Company 
of  Ireland  for  the  hire  of  those  trains. 
I  am  not  saying  that  it  was  an  illegal 
act ;  I  am  only  stating  what  took  place. 
I  will  only  add  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  is  the  political 
father  of  all  the  hon.  Oentlemen  sitting 
opposite.  Now,  Sir,  we  object  to  a 
House  of  Commons  so  made  up ;  and  I 
think  that  the  interruptions  I  have 
elicited  from  hon.  Oentlemen  opposite 
afford  a  standing  proof  to  the  House  of 
what  ohfuice  the  15  loyal  Members 
would  have  had  of  being  retunied, 
being,  as  they  are,  men  who  would  not 
do  as  they  were  told  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork,  and  who  would  not 
sit  on  those  benches  at  his  beck  and 
call,  like  so  many  political  bagpipes  with 
hats  on.  It  is  right  to  look  with  the 
gravest  apprehension  at  a  Parliament 
so  composed  and  so  guided ;  and  I 
humbly  trust  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Ternmentwill  deal  firmly  but  justly  with 
Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  cannot  accuse  me  of  being  an 
exterminating  landlord,  because  in  this 
House  I  sup^nted  the  Land  Act  of  1870. 
I  did  so  because  I  believed  that  Irish 
tenants  required  protection.  The  mis- 
fortune of  all  concessions  yet  extorted  by 
Ireland  has  been  that  they  have  been 
snatohed  f^tnn  an  unwilling  hand,  and 
not  accepted  as  gifts.  The  opportunify 
has  now  arrived  for  turning  over  a  new 
leaf  and  starting  on  a  better  course. 
There  is  no  nation  in  the  world,  with  all 
her  faults,  that  better  understands  jus- 
tice than  Ireland ;  but  now,  when  there 
is  an  opportunity  of  turning  over  a  new 
leaf  and  starting  on  a  better  course,  if 
England  is  found  coming  with  gifts  in 
one  hand  and  with  weakness  and  Tftcil- 
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lation  in  the  other,  the  Irish  people 
would  not  believe  that  Parliament  are 
giving  of  their  own  free  accord,  but 
would  think  they  are  only  oonoeding 
to  fear  what  they  refused  to  concede 
to  justice.  I  believe  that  if  Eng- 
land would  now  deal  fairly,  justly, 
and  rightly  with  Ireland,  we  might  have 
at  last  that  finality  without  which  we 
can  never  have  peace.  When  the  Irish 
people  have  forgotten  the  lesson  that  by 
crime  and  outrage  they  can  eztcnrt  con- 
cessions  from  ^gland,  and  when  thej 
learn  that  t^e  law  must  be  maintained, 
thai  the  darkness  and  the  clouds  that 
have  so  long  overshadowed  the  country 
will  fiee  away  before  the  dawn  of 
brighter  and  better  days. 

Mh.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  who  has  just  eat  down 
has  spoken  with  some  pomp  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  of  being  a  magistrate.  I 
think  the  speech  which  the  House  has 
just  listened  to  is  a  very  happy  example 
of  the  judicial  tone  and  temper  with 
which  gentlemen  of  his  class  administer 
justice  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  way  in 
which,  under  a  Coercion  Act,  im- 
poverished and  distressed  tenants  would 
be  dealt  with  when  handed  over  to  their 
landlords.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman has  boasted  that  he  is  not  an 
exterminating  landlord,  because  he  sup- 
ported the  Land  Act  of  1870  ;  but  I 
should  like  some  better  and  more  inde- 
pendent evidence  upon  that  point  than 
that  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member. 
I  should  like  to  examine  the  records  of 
the  Land  Commission  before  I  could 
satisfy  myself  upon  any  evidence  which 
he  can  give.  The  bon.  and  gallant 
Member  says  that  he  supported  the 
Land  Act  of  1870.  I  congratulate  him 
upon  having  done  so ;  but  at  that  time, 
unfortunately,  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Armagh  (Major  Saunderaon)  was 
not  a  Tory,  nor  was  he  an  Orangeman. 
The  hon.  Member  did  not  become  a 
Tory,  nor  did  he  become  an  Orangeman, 
until  he  was  kicked  out  of  Oavan  by  the 
Liberals. 

Major  SAI7NDEBS0N:  I  beg  the 
hon.  Member's  pardon.  Not  by  the 
Liberals,  but  by  the  Home  Hulers. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  am  delighted 
that  they  executed  so  much  justice. 
But  on  being  so  dealt  with  and 
turned  out  of  Cavan  by  the  Liberals 
or  Home  Bulers  the  bon.  and  gallant 
Member  ohaDged  his  coat.   He  "w&at  to 
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North  Armagh,  and  what  was  bia  con- 
duet  there  ?   I  appeal  to  i^glish  Con- 
BerratiTes  to  jadge  of  Ireland  by  the  : 
conduct  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Qentle* 
man.   The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
poses  hefore  the  English  Conservatives 
as  a  loyal  supporter  of  Lord  Salisbury, 
and  of  right  non.  Gentlemen  who  sit 
opposite.    It  is  not  for  me  to  aay  a  word 
about  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
opposite.  I  am  willing  to  confess  that,  in 
times  of  difficulty  and  distress,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  endeavoured  to 
the  best  of  their  ability  to  carry  out  the 
powers  entrusted  to  them ;  and  I  do  not 
intend  to  say  a  harsh  word  of  them,  al- 
though I  do  not  agree  with  some  of  the 
things  they  have  done.  But  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh  poses 
before  English  Conservatives  as  a  loyal 
Kember  or  the  Party,  whereas  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  got  his  seat  as  a 
tamcoat  liberal.   And  who  was  the 
Conservative  candidate  for  North  Ar- 
magh ?   It  was  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland,  Mr.  John  Monroe,  now  Judge 
Monroe.    These  are  the  loyal  Conserva- 
tives who  appeal  for  support  to  English 
landlords  and  to  the  English  Conserva- 
tive people  on  the  ground  of  their  great 
loyalty  to  the  Tory  Party.  The  hon.  and 
gallant    Gentleman  and  Mr.  Justice 
Monroe  were  both  put  up  for  the  consti- 
tuency, Mr.  Monroe  being  sent  down 
as  the  Kepresentattve  of  Lord  Salisbury, 
to  whom  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  North  Armagh  (Major  Saunderson) 
went  yesterday  with  Lis  begging  peti- 
tion.   Having  gone  to  Lord  S^isbury  in 
his  distress  and  danger,  I  wonder  that 
the  noble  Marquess  tUd  not  ask  him  why 
he  did  not  allow  Justice  Monroe  to  be- 
come the  Member  for  North  Armagh. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  speaks 
of  hired  mobs ;  but  who,  I  would  ask, 
broke  up  the  meetings  of  Judge  Monroe 
in  Portadown — who  smashed  the  head  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Dickson,  the  late  Member 
for  Tyrone  ?   Why,  the  loyal  Conserva- 
tives of  North  Armagh.    When  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  speaks  about 
hired  mobs  and  special  trains,  the  Irish 
Members  have  not  the  advantage  which 
he  possesses  of  access  to  the  books  of  the 
Great  Northern  Bailway.   I  observe  that 
the  gentleman  who  ia  President  of  the 
Great  Northern  Bailway  was  included 
in  the  deputation  to  Lord  Salisbury,  and 
I  hope  iae  people  of  Ireland  will  take 
note  of  the  prored  &ot  that  private  mat- 


ters of  this  kind  can,  be  ccmuuunicated 
in  such  a  manner  to  private  individuals. 
If  the  secrets  of  the  Great  Northwn 
Hallway  could  be  exposed  we  should  be 
able  to  know  something  more  about 
hired  mobs.   We  should  be  able  to  know 
who  paid  for  the  tickets  to  Dromore  and 
Eosslea,  where  hired  demonstrationists 
at  7s.  6(?.  had  to  be  brought.  We 
have  been  told  that  there  are  mobs 
in  Ireland;  but  it  ia  well  known  that 
there  are  mobs  and  mobs — there  ore 
moba,  I  believe,  that  do  not  require  to 
be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  7a.  6rf.  per 
head.    There  are  mobs  imbued  with 
some  ideas  of  patriotism  ;  but  they  are 
composed  of  vory  common  people,  who 
have  to  work  at  the  plough  from  morn- 
ing till  night,  and  who  send  Gentlemen 
like  the  aon.  and  gallant  Member  to 
this  House.   These  are  mobs  which  go 
of  their  own  accord  to  elections,  and  do 
not  require  to  be  hired.   But  will  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  reveal  the  cost 
of  the  mobs  for  his  hired  demonstra- 
tions ?    No  doubt,  these  are  scarcely 
arguments  to  be  addressed  to  a  delibera- 
tive Assembly,  and  I  would  not  have 
spoken  were  it  not  for  the  extraordinary 
gyrations  and  gesticulations  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member.    I  and  my  hon. 
Friends  have  been  told  that  we  are  in- 
tolerable, that  we  are  difEcult  to  get  on 
with,  and  that  Gentlemen  of  the  class  to 
which  the  hon.   and  gallant  Member 
belongs  would  have  no  chance  in  an  Irish 
Parliament;  but  I  should  say  that  in 
the  English  Parliament  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  has  no  chance  if 
many  of  his  speeches  are  constructed  on 
the  same  gigantic,  I  may  say  moun- 
tainous, scale  as  that  we  have  just 
listened  to.   I  believe  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  will  find  that  in  a  House 
intended  for  debate  it  would  be  difficult 
to  get  up  a  discussion  on  the  scale  which 
he  has  initiated.    I  do  not  think  that  it 
was  the  scale  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  when  he  was  Member  for 
Cavan,  but  that  it  is  only  since  he  has 
been  branded  by  the  Orangemen  of 
North  Armagh  that  he  has  attempted 
anything  of  the  kind.    The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  has  quoted  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Fermanagh  (Mr. 
W.  Eedmond)  as  a  Gentleman  who 
speaks  with  one  voice  in  Ireland  and 
another  voice  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
I  and  whose  words  on  one  occasion  have 
received  no  rebuke  from  the  hon.  Mem- 

IFirtt  2(igU.-\ 

Digitized  by  Googk 


171 


jlddreu  in 


{COHMONS]         Anneer  to  Her  172 


ber  for  the  City  of  Oork  (Ifr.  Farnoll). 
The  hon.  and  goUant  GoDtleman,  I  will 
say,  ia  the  last  person  in  the  world  who 
should   attempt   to  condemn  heated 
speeches ;  and  the  position  he  has  taken 
up  with  regard  to  that  matter  reminds 
me  very  much  of  Satan's  reproof  of  sin. 
Not  two  months  ago  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member,  in  defiance  of  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Act,  surrounded  by  his  excited 
friends,  declared  at  a  meeting  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  that  if  the  Nationalists 
dared  to  announce  a  meeting  in  Fer- 
managh— hedid  not  say  he  would  come  to 
murder  them ;  but  he  said — "  Give  us 
notice  when  you  are  coming,  and  we  will 
Boe  what  we  will  see."   That  is  one  in- 
etance  of  the  style  of  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Qentleman.     Then  there  is  the 
remark  about  a  bullet,  which,  if  uttered 
by  Joe  Brady,  or  individuals  who,  like 
him,  had  been  convicted  of  crime  in 
Ireland,  would  be  very  terrible.  But 
this  magistrate — this  holder    of  the 
Queen's  Commission — who  gets  up  in 
this  House  to  reprove  the  Nationalists 
for  their  language — told  the  population 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  never  notorious 
for  peacefulness,  that  if  the  Nationalists 
had  won  certain  elections,  "it  was  not 
by  the  ballot,  but  by  the  bullet,  that 
O^ngemen  would  be  put  down."  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  seems  quite 
proud  of  that  statement;  but  why  did  he 
not  get  tm  in  this  House  and  make  a 
speech  of  the  same  kind  ?   Instead  of 
reproTing  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Fermanagh,  why  did  ho  not  trot  out 
some  of  his  own  elegiacs,  or  give  the 
House  a  small  taste  of  the  invinciblism 
of  the  Orange  Lodges  ?   Let  it  be  under- 
stood that  those  Gentlemen  who  attack 
Irish  Members  for  heated  language  and 
unfortunate  demeanour  can  coo  in  this 
House  as  gently  as  a  sucking  dove,  but 
that  when  they  are  addressing  men  in 
whose  belts  are  revolvers  their  language 
is  such  as  I  have  described.    It  is  such 
language  as  this  that  leads  to  violence. 
Yiscount  Cole,  who  lately  had  a  seat  in 
that  House,  said — It  is  time  to  preach  a 
crusade  against  Catholics ;  "  not  against 
Nationalists,  let  it  be  borne  in  mind, 
nor  against  Famellites,  or  Absolutists, 
but  against  those  who  believe  in  the 
Heven  Sacraments  as  expounded  by  the 
See  of  St.  Peter.   He  said— 

"  You  ought  not  to  employ  Catholics.  Dis- 
miss your  Catholics,  and  employ  only  Frotes- 
tanta  in  their  stead," 

Mr.  T.  M,  Sealy 


Hon.  Gentlemen  enjoying  the  confidence 
of  the  TJIster  Conservatives  have  very 
simple  machinery  ready  at  their  hands ; 
they  have  the  entire  English  Press  at 
their  disposal ;  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  North  Armagh  was  not 
ashamed,  when  attending  the  deputation 
which  waited  on  Lord  Salisbury  the 
other  day,  to  make  a  statement  which 
was  untrue,  and  which  he  might  have 
found  out  to  be  untrue,  if  he  had  taken 
the  least  trouble  to  ascertain  the  fact. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  then 
stated  that  the  Newbridge  Board  of 
Guardians,  or  that  the  National  Lea^e 
of  Newbridge,  had  passed  a  resolution 
ordering  tho  Board  of  Guardians,  the 
members  of  the  National  League  beiiuf 
themselves  the  majority  of  the  Board, 
not  to  give  labourers'  cottages  to  men 
who  were  not  members  of  the  League. 
Lord   Salisbury  hod   naturally  asked 
whether  that  resolution  had  been  ac- 
tually passed,  whereupon  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  said  he  believed  it 
had  been.    Would  the  House  believe 
that  there  is  not  a  single  tittle  of 
foundation  in  truth  for  that  statement  ? 
It  is  absolutely  and  actually  a  figment, 
and  is  as  false  as  the  announcement 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
has  just  made,  that  the  Irish  Members 
have  attacked  Mr.  Callan  for  having 
fallen  asleep  in  tho  House.   There  is  not 
a  particle  of  truth  in  that  statanent. 
Other  statements  have  been  made  about 
Mr.  Callan.   It  has  been  said  that  Mr. 
Oallan  has  been  drunk  in  the  House  of 
Commons.   Thus,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
Irish  Party  are  to  be   charged  with 
being  debauched,  and  now,  because  they 
have  attempted  to  purge  the  Party  of  a 
man  whom  they  feel  to  be  a  disgrace  to 
it,  and  whose  conduct  in  the  House  of 
Commons  must  very  frequently  have 
given  rise  amongst  English  Members  to 
the  feeling  that  at  least  Irishmen  might 
return  creditable  persons  to  represent 
them  there,  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  North  Armagh  gets  up  and  says 
that  they  attacked  Mr.  Callan  because 
lie  fell  asleep  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
But  falling  adeep  might  be  Orange  for 
getting  drunk,  just  as  in  the  little  pla- 
cards sent  out  last  year  the  Orangemen 
had  invited  those  who  attended  their 
meetings  to  bring  "  copies  of  Moody  and 
Sanke/s  hymn-books"  with  them  — 
another  name  for  revolvers  —  and  to 
bring  theur  *' sweethearts"  with  them, 
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by  which  waa  meant  Bome  other  lethal 
veapon.  This  was  the  Party  to  which 
the  hon.,  gallant,  and  truthfal  Member 
for  North  Armagh  belonged. 

Mr.  8PEAKEE :  The  hon.  Member 
ia  now  reflecting  on  a  Member  of  this 
House  in  a  manner  which  is  un-Parlia- 
mentary. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  will  at  once 
withdraw  the  word  *'  truthful "  if  it  is 
i^^arded  as  offensive.  I  shall  be  very 
Borry  in  any  way  to  contravene  the 
Boles  of  the  House  in  addressing  hon. 
Gentlemen,  and  I  trust  that  I  shall  in 
no  way  trespass  on  any  ruling  of  the 
Speaker.  In  conclusion,  I  heartily  adopt 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork,  that  if  those  gentlemen 
who  are  now  bo  ferocious  in  Ireland 
once  have  the  Land  Queetion  settled  and 
hade  the  money  for  their  estates  in  their 
pockets  they  will  care  very  little  more 
abont  the  Irish  people.  At  the  present 
moment  they  do  not  live  in  the  country; 
most  of  tbem  spend  their  money  and 
time  in  England.  It  is  quite  true  that 
many  of  the  Orange  Brotherhood  live  in 
Ireland,  and  are  very  creditable  and 
respectable  members  of  the  community. 
They  pay  for  their  halls,  they  sustain 
th«r  chapels,  they  pay  for  their  railway 
tickets  to  and  from  aemonstrations  ;  but 
mbtract  from  the  Orange  organization 
the  landlord  party  and  it  would  fall  like 
a  house  of  cards,  and  great  would  be  the 
fall  thereof. 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Lord  Eandolpk  Ohuechill)  : 
Sir,  like  the  general  body  of  the  House, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  prevent  myself 
taking  a  very  close  and  deep  interest  in 
the  encounter  which  has  juat  taken  place 
between  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  North  Armagh,  who  so  naturally 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  electors  of 
Vhter,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  resumed  his  seat.  The  language  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  North 
Armagh  has  greatly  impressed  the 
House.  [^Lavghttr.^  I  say  that  with 
all  seriousneBs,  because  it  is  evident 
that  an  hon.  Member  like  himself,  who 
represents  a  great  Party  and  a  great 
interest,  and  who  represents  a  Party, 
moreover,  labouring,  and  rightly  labour- 
ing, under  the  strongest  possible  im- 
pression as  to  the  critical  nature  of  their 
atuation — the  hon.  and  gallant  Qentle- 
man,  speaking,  as  he  did,  under  such 
owninirtwnoeB,  vith  Buch  fire,  and  such 


true  eloquence,  must  have  impressed  a 
large  portion  of  the  House.  Moreover, 
I  do  not  scruple  to  say  that  I  could  not 
help  listening  withan  amount  of  pleasure 
— such  as  I  have  experienced  before  on 
more  than  one  occasion — to  the  not  un- 
genial  or  ill-natured,  though  sometimes 
bitter,  humour  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Deny  (Mr.  Healy).  It  has  oc- 
curred to  me  within  the  last  hour  and  a 
half  or  two  hours  that  there  are  con- 
siderations which  might  possibly  in- 
fluence the  House  of  Commons  to  con- 
sider favourably  whether  it  might  not  be 
in  the  interest  of  all  Parties,  and  in  the 
interest  of  the  country  generally,  that 
the  general  debate  on  the  Address  in 
answer  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
should  come  to  a  close  to-night.  ["  Hear, 
hear!"  and  cries  of  "Oh!"]  I  am 
alluding  to  what  I  may  venture  to  call 
the  general  sense  of  hon.  Members;  and 
although  the  remark  may  seem  at  first 
rather  a  strong  one,  I  think  I  can  sug- 
gest one  or  two  reasons  which  may  have 
weight  with  the  House.  A  great  deal 
has  taken  place  since  2  o'clock  this 
afternoon .  There  has  been  an  enormous 
amount  of  popular  excitement  attending 
the  meeting  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
There  have  beea  some  features  in  the 
political  situation  tending  to  ^ve  rise 
to  considerable  uncertainty  as  to  the 
political  future,  whether  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Opposition,  or  the  Irish  Par^. 
All  that,  Sir,  culminated  at  2  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  The  House  is  now  in 
possession  of  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
and  also  the  House  has  listened  to 
speeches  of  great  interest  and  great  im- 
portance from  three  Leaders  of  public 
opinion.  I  am  extremely  anxious  to 
say,  if  I  may  do  so  without  presumption, 
that  the  tone  in  which  this  great  debate, 
BO  long  looked  forward  to  by  the  country, 
was  begun,  has  not  in  any  way  degene- 
rated. The  HouEe  was  almost  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  the  Mover  and 
Seconder  of  the  Address  discharged 
their  traditional  duly  in  a  manner  wmch 
reflected  the  highest  honour  upon  them. 
But  after  them  came  a  speech  from  tho 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  orations  that  the 
House  has  ever  listened  to  from  him.  I 
do  not  intend  now  to  argue  on  that 
oration.  As  I  listened  to  it  there  was 
much  with  which  I  thought  I  should  like 
to  express  my  agreement,  and  much  also 
from  which  it  would  have  given  me 
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great  pleasure  to  express  my  strougGst 
possible  disagreement ;  but  it  was  a 
Bpeeoh  which,  like  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  requires  consideration.  Then 
right  hon.  Friend  who  sits  near  me 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  explained,  in 
terms  which  were  certainly  not  am- 
biguous, in  terms  which  I  think  wero 
very  forcible,  the  viows,  and  the  policy, 
and  the  2>08ition  of  the  GoTornmeut.  I 
venture  to  think  that,  coming  after  the 
speech  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
it  was  a  speech  which  also  requires 
consideration.  Then,  after  that,  again, 
came  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell).  Now, 
all  the  speeches  I  have  mentioned  have 
been,  more  or  less,  surprises  to  the 
public.  The  Speech  from  the  Throne 
contained,  I  think,  passages  for  which 
the  public  were  hardly  prepared.  The 
speech  of  the  right  lion.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone)  certainly  sur- 
pnsed  the  House ;  for  we  must  recollect 
that  ho  is  at  the  head  of  a  great  Party, 
which  is  numerically  more  powerful  than 
the  Party  supporting  the  Government. 
It  must  also  be  recollected  that  mucti 
has  been  done  recently  that  was  calculated 
to  enlist  the  sympathiee,  if  not  to  obtaiu 
the  support,  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  opposite.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  public  were  certainly 
prepared  to  receive  Notice  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  of  a  hostile  Amend- 
ment, which,  if  it  had  been  canieJ, 
would  have  placed  him  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  But  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  pleased  to  express 
unstinted  approbation  of  the  general 
foreign  policy  of  Her  M^esty's  Qovem- 
ment.  He  was  most  geaerous  and  un- 
measured in  the  praise  which  he  poured 
upon  Lord  Salisbury's  Eastern  Boume- 
lian  policy ;  and  not  only  that,  but  even, 
as  it  wore,  allowing  that  he  did  not  con- 
template making  a  hostile  movement 
against  the  Government,  ho  expressed 
what  was  evidently  a  sincere  and  earnest 
wish  on  his  part,  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment might  be  fortunate  enough 
to  go  through  their  policy  in  Eastern 
Boumelia,  and  to  curry  it  to  a  success- 
ful conclusion ;  and  in  that  task  he  pro- 
mised them  his  cordial  and  warm  sup- 
port. I  have  some  slight  knowledge  of 
the  Eastern  Koumeliau  question ;  and 
I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the  present  Go- 
vernment is  to  remain  in  Of&oe  till  that 
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question  is  brought  to  a  satisfactory  and 
permanent  conclusion,  the  present  Qo- 
venunent  will  possibly  successfully  wea- 
ther more  than  one  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment. Z  have  said  that  tiio  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  certainly  a  Bur- 
prise ;  but  the  greatest  surprise  of  all 
was  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork.  I  made  no  doubt  in 
my  own  mind — from  what  knowledge 
I  happen  to  possess  in  regard  to  the 
Irish  political  movement  I  made  sure — 
that  there  was  a  passage  in  the  Speech 
of  so  indubitable  a  meaning  and  so  clear 
a  form,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman,  head- 
ing, as  he  does,  a  strong  numerical 
li^arty,  and  representing,  as  he  appa- 
rently does,  a  large  portion  of  the  Irish 
people,  would  have  had  no  choice  but 
to  meet  that  paragraph  with  a  direct 
negative.  The  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  be  surprised— he  will  not  be  dis- 
posed to  blame  me  for  having  come  to 
the  conclusion— when  he  recollects  that 
the  incidents  of  the  late  Election  were 
still  fresh  in  my  mind,  and  the  speeches 
which  ho  and  his  supporters  made  both 
before  and  after  the  Election — that  no 
doubt  could  be  left  on  the  mind  of  any 
human  being  as  to  the  issues  which  he 
would  bring  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  soon  aa  Parliament  met.  More- 
over, I  felt  assured  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, being  at  the  head  of  a  Forty  rela- 
tively and  absolutely  stronger  than  the 
Party  led  by  O'Connell,  would  have 
adopted  the  course  adopted  by  O'Connell, 
and  would  have  directly  placed  before 
the  House,  in  a  manner  which  would 
have  enabled  the  House  to  come  to  a 
clear  decision,  the  views,  as  he  under- 
stands them,  of  the  Irish  people  on  the 
question  of  the  government  of  Ireland. 
The  hon.  Member,  for  reasons  which 
are  best  known  to  himself,  and  which 
I  do  not  impugn,  has  not  taken  that 
course.  All  I  say  is,  that  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  to-night  has  been 
a  surprise  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  will  be  a  surprise  to  the  public. 
That  being  so,  and  it  being  evident,  from 
the  attitude  of  the  Front  Bench  oppo- 
site—  I  may  say  the  condition  of  the 
Front  Bench  —  and  from  the  penaive 
attitude  of  the  Liberal  Party,  and  from 
the  waiting,  watching,  and  cautious 
attitude  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork,  that  neither  the  Front 
Bench  opposite,  nor  the  Liberal  Party, 
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nor  the  Irish  Party  think  the  present 
oooasion  a  fitting  one  for  raising  a  deci- 
sive issue  as  to  the  fate  of  the  Govem- 
luent,  or  as  to  the  future  government  of 
Ireland,  am  I  not  justified  in  recom- 
mending the  House  quietly  to  consider 
whether  it  might  not  be  well  to  close 
the  general  debate  on  the  Address? 
We  can  then  proceed  to  discuss  Amend- 
ments. There  are  some  Amendments 
which  have  been  given  Kotice  of  to- 
night. There  is  one  vhich  has  been 
given  Notice  of  in  regard  to  the  an- 
nexation of  Burmah  and  the  war  in  that 
country.  On  that  point  I  shall  be  only 
too  glad  that  the  war  and  the  causes  of 
the  annexation  should  be  discussed  with- 
out delay ;  but  I  know  that  the  whole 
Burmese  Question  is  a  moat  complicated 
one — that  it  is  a  question  involving  a 
large  amount  of  matter  of  detail,  and 
requiring  a  considerable  amount  of 
study  to  those  interested  in  it.  A  Blue 
Book,  containing  as  much  detaU  as  the 
Government  have  it  in  their  power  to 
produce,  has  been  laid  upon  the  Table 
to-night;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hunter), 
who  has  given  Notice  of  the  Motion, 
and  who  takes  great  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject, will,  at  a  future  time,  be  in  a  better 
position  to  bring  his  views  before  the 
House  of  Commons  than  he  can  possibly 
be  at  the  present  moment.  He  may 
have  exceptional  facilities  for  obtaining 
information  on  the  subject ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, the  House  at  large  is  not  in 
the  same  fortunate  position;  and,  there- 
fore, if  he  wishes  this  subject  to  be 
fairly  discussed  in  the  Honse  of  Com- 
mons, I  would  ask  him  whether  he 
would  not  do  better,  in  the  interests  of 
the  question  itself  to  defer  the  debate 
until  the  time  when  it  will  be  my  duty 
to  make  a  formal  Motion  on  the  sub- 
ject in  this  House?  There  is  another 
Amendment  of  which  Notice  has  boon 
given  by  a  Member  well  known  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesso  CoUings),  and 
which,  as  I  understand  it,  is  intended  to 
raise  the  condition  of  the  agricultural 
labourer.  That  is  a  subject  with  which 
the  Government  will  not  find  fault.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  a  subject  which,  con- 
sidering the  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  electorate,  and  the  vast 
number  of  the  agricultural  body  now 
tflproMnted,  eminentlv  and  pre-eminently 
dMarrMy  I  bdieve,  tiie  cMuideratum  of 


the  House  of  Commons,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  hon.  Member  would  find  little 
difficulty  in  obtaining  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  it  forward  at  a  more  fitting 
Ume.  But,  with  the  exception  of  these 
two  Amendments,  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  special  subieot  which  the 
House  is  asked  to  oonsider.  [An  hon. 
Meubeb  :  The  crofters.]  Of  course, 
there  are  the  oroftero;  but  they  are 
rather  a  portion  of  the  agriciUtural 
population;  and  when  I  refer  to  the 
agricultural  population  I  do  not  refer 
only  to  the  agricultural  population  of 
England.  But,  after  all,  would  it  not 
be  better  that  this  new  Parliament,  irom 
which  the  country  expects  such  great 
things — which  is  the  result  of  a  lai^r 
measure  of  Parliamentary  Keform  than 
this  country  has  ever  known— would 
it  not  be  well  for  this  Parliament 
to  consider  whether  it  might  not 
adopt  a  wise  and  prudent  ooursa 
by  reverting  to  the,  perhaps,  better 
practice  of  former  times,  and  shorten 
the  proceedings  on  tite  Addrcns  in  reply 
to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  ?  That 
was,  undoubtedly,  the  practice  of  earlier 
Parliaments,  and  was  the  practice  until 
the  last  few  years.  I  am  only  anxious 
myself  that  the  House  of  Commons, 
from  which  so  much  is  expeoted,  should 
be  enabled,  by  the  general  co-operation 
of  all  Parties  in  the  House,  to  get  as 
rapidly  as  possible  through  the  trans- 
action of  the  vital  Business  of  the  coun- 
try. There  is  the  question  of  Ireland, 
which  will,  undoubtedly,  have  to  be 
considered  separately,  cither  on  a  Mo- 
tion by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  or  some  one  of  his  foUowers.  There 
is  also  the  question  which  the  Oovern- 
ment  has  given  Notice  of  to-night — the 
question  of  reforming — no,  not  reform- 
ing ;  that  is,  perhaps,  not  the  ri|;ht 
word  to  use — the  question  of  improving 
still  further  the  Procedure  under  which 
this  House  conducts  its  Business.  I 
want  the  House — I  want  clearly  to 
explain  to  the  House,  as  I  view  it,  and 
as,  I  believe,  my  Colleagues  view  it,  the 
position  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
We  are  perfectly  aware — it  does  not 
require  any  great  wisdom  or  knowledge 
to  be  aware  of  it — that  we  do  not  com- 
mand a  majority  of  pledged  supporters 
in  this  Hou^e;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
what  we  are  not  aware  of  is,  that  there 
is  any  other  set  of  Members  in  the 
House  vho  are  in  a  position  to  say  that 
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they  do  command  a  majority  of  pledged 
supporters  in  the  House  of  Commoas. 
That  being  so— I  say  it  with  no  Party 
feeling — we  have  oonsidered  it  to  be  onr 
duty  to  meet  Parliament,  and  to  endea- 
vour, to  the  best  of  our  ability,  to  carry 
on  the  Business  of  the  country,  and  to 
place  before  Parliament  the  measures 
which  we  think  Parliament  would  do 
well  to  adopt.  But  the  position  is  not 
one  that  can  be  a  grateful  or  a  pleasant 
position  for  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
AYe  remain  hero,  Sir,  not  for  the  plea- 
sure of  retaining  OfBoe,  nor  for  the 
mere  pleasure  of  governing,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  fulfilling  our  duty.  As  long 
afi  that  duty  can  be  discharged  by 
us  on  reasonably  honourable  terms — 

&Z4tuffMer'] — I  am  afraid  that  hon.  Qen- 
emen  opposite  who  laugh  have  not 
been  accustomed  to  follow  a  Government 
who  conducted  the  Business  of  the  coun- 
try on  those  terms,  and  they  appear  to 
think  the  position  Quixotic.  However, 
we  have,  unfortunately,  a  prejudice  in 
favour  of  conducting  tho  Business  of  the 
country  on  reasonably  honourable  terms, 
and  on  those  terms  only;  and  the  mo- 
ment  we  see  the  slightefit  indication  of 
any  desire  on  the  part  of  any  consider- 
able section  of  the  Members  of  this 
House  to  take  up  the  Government  of 
the  country,  that  moment  we  will  take 
every  imaginable  step  to  bring  the  ques- 
tion to  au  immediate  and  rapid  issue. 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  much  more 
on  which  I  need  detain  the  House, 
unless  I  revert  for  one  minute  to  tho 
matter  which  has  been  so  effectually  and 
indefinitely,  though  a  little  confusedly, 
put  before  the  House  by  ihe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tbe  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. To  go  back,  I  refer,  if  I  am  not 
trespassing  too  much  upon  the  attention 
of  the  House,  to  the  question  of  Irish 
government,  as  that  question  wa^  raised 
by  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone),  when 
he  alluded  very  ecomfuUy  to  the  terms 
in  which  the  Local  Government  Bill  for 
Ireland  is  alluded  to  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  It  appears  to  me  that 
in  all  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  re- 
marks he,  for  some  reason  best  known  to 
himself,  mixed  up  the  question  of  local 
government,  as  we  should  consider  the 
meaning  of  the  term,  with  local  govern- 
ment in  Irelandas  hon.  Members  opposite 
would  consider  the  meaning  of  the  term. 
And  he  seemed  to  imagine  that  it  was 

Zord  Mando^h  ChureMU 


never  in  the  power,  or  that  it  was  ever 
in  the  mind,  or  that  it  had  ever  been  in 
the  dreams  of  any  Member  of  the  Tory 
Party  to  propose  to  the  Hoase  of  Com- 
mons any  measure  that,  by  any  possi- 
bility, could  be  considered  to  contain 
any  germ  of  any  institution  which  might 
in  time  possibly  develop  into  an  Irish 
Parliament.  It  may  bo  possible  hon. 
Members  may  think  us  wrong  in  that 
conclusion ;  but  that,  I  venture  to  say, 
is  tho  unanimous  and  united  conclusion 
of  the  Tory  Party.  Therefore,  I  do  not 
wish  Irish  Members,  nor  Members  of 
the  Liberal  Party  opposite,  to  imagine 
that,  even  if  other  circumstances  were 
favourable  for  the  purpose,  any  Local 
Government  Bill  for  Ireland  which  the 
Government  might  wish  to  introduce 
and  carry  would  contain  anything  which 
would  come  within  any  measurable  dis- 
tance of  that  which  I  believe  to  be  the 
object  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork— the  institution  of  an  Irish  Par- 
liament, on  which  the  Irish  people  and 
Party  are  supposed  to  have  set  their 
liearts.  It  would  be  the  wish  of  tho 
Government,  as  I  believe  I  may  say  it 
would  be  the  ambition  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  be  able  to  introduce  into  Ire- 
land—if only  peace  and  order  prevailed 
in  that  country,  and  the  same  state  of 
law  and  general  acceptance  of  obliga- 
tions that  prevails  in  England — a  local 
government  as  similar  as  possible  to  any 
institution  of  the  kind  introduced  into 
this  country,  believing  that  the  great 
principle  of  tho  Legislative  Union  is 
similarity  of  institutions  in  £ngland  and 
Ireland.  That,  at  any  rate,  I  take  to 
be  the  view  of  the  matter  taken  by  the 
Tory  Party.  Circumatances  may  prevent 
that  similarity  from  being  attained  as 
rapidly  as  could  be  wished;  but  simi- 
larity of  institutions  and  equal  laws  is 
the  foundation  of  the  Union  which  we 
intend  absolutely  to  maintain.  I  do  not 
know  whether,  in  the  course  of  time,  a 
change  may  come  over  Ireland  which 
may  possibly  encourage  the  Government 
to  press  forward  upon  the  attention  of 
Parliament  a  measure  such  I  havo  do- 
scribed  ;  but  this  I  will  say — that  the 
present  state  of  Ireland  is  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
one  which  would  be  favourable  for  the 
consideration  of  a  measure  for  establieh- 
ittg  local  government.  A  measure  is 
under  consideration — many  of  its  lead- 
ing features  may  have  been  determined 
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— but  the  time  for  the  introduction  of 
that  measure  has  not  yet  come,  and  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  will  come  ;  but 
I  hope  that  it  may,  and  I  believe  that 
the  introduction  of  a  measure  of  local 
government  for  Ireland  by  the  present 
Ministry  when  it  cornea,  be  a  oon- 
apicuons  sign  that  peace  and  order  pre- 
TOil  in  that  country.  That,  Sir,  is  the 
view  wo  take  of  the  position  of  affairs 
in  Ireland.  We  cannot  conceal  from 
ourselves  that  the  state  of  things  is 
not  snch  as  to  justify  the  Qoveroment  in 
beginning  immediately  to  discuss  the 
question  of  local  government.  The 
Union  between  the  two  countries  which 
the  Government  intend  to  do  their  best 
to  maintain,  whether  in  Opposition  or  in 
power,  is  not  a  vague  phrase,  such  as  is 
used  by  hon.  Qentiemen  opp(»ite,  when 
they  talk  about  the  "  unity  and  inte- 
grity of  the  Empire,"  and  their  burning 
and  intense  desire  to  maintain  that 
Union  equally  wiUi  ourselves.  But 
when  we  talk  of  maintaining  the  Union 
between  England  and  Ireland,  we  mean 
the  maintenance  of  the  Parliamentary 
Union  as  established  by  the  Act  of  1800, 
and  nothing  short  of  that.  It  is  possible 
that  these  words  may  produce  feelings 
of  anger  or  of  hostility  amongst  the  Ke- 
presentatives  of  Eadical  feeling  in  this 
country  and  amongst  Eepreaentatives  of 
Irish  feeling  over  me  Channel ;  but  the; 
are  words  which  must  be  said.  They 
are  not  said  with  any  malice ;  they  are 
not  said,  I  can  say  from  my  heart,  from 
any  other  feeling  than  that  of  the  truest 
friendship  for  Ireland,  and  tbe  most 
earnest  and  intense  desire  to  promote 
lier  prosperity.  But  they  are  words 
which  represent  the  nnshaken,  the  im> 
movable  conviction  of  the  whole  body  of 
the  Tory  Party  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  England  ;  and  I  firmly 
believe  myself  that  they  are  words  which 
will  before  long  unite  the  vast  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,"— (ifr. 
Sexton,) — ^put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  edjowmei  till  To-morrow. 

Home  adjoumed  at  ten  minntes 
after  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF  LOBDS, 

Friday  J  22nd  January,  1886. 


Several  Lords— took  the  Oath. 

BUR1IA.H—  MILITARY  EXECUTIOKS— 
THE  PROVOST  MARSHAL. 
0BSEBYATI0N3.  QTJESTIOIT. 

The  Marquess  op  EIPON  :  My 
Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  a  Question  of 
which  I  have  given  him  private  Notice. 
It  relates  to  certain  statements  which  ap- 
peared in  The  Times  yesterday  from  its 
Correspondent  at  Mandalay.  Before  pro- 
ceeding to  read  the  statements,  I  desire 
to  say  that,  by  asking  this  Question,  I 
do  not  in  the  slightest  degree  imply 
any  opinion  on  my  part  aa  to  their  cor- 
rectness. They  affect  very  seriouely  the 
character  of  a  publio  officer,  the  Provost 
Marshal  in  Burmah.  I  do  not  know 
who  this  officer  is ;  but  the  conduct  attri- 
buted to  him  appears  to  me  to  be  so 
unworthy  of  a  British  officer  that  I  feel 
great  confidonce  in  expressing  the  sin- 
cere hope  that  these  statements  will 
ultimately  turn  out  to  be  inaccurate.  It 
is  quite  as  much  in  the  interests  of  the 
officer  himself,  as  with  a  view  of  putting 
a  stop  to  such  proceedings,  if  unfortu- 
nately they  are  correctly  reported,  that 
I  put  this  Question.  I  will  read  the 
statements  as  they  appear  in  TVhm 
of  yesterday,  and  I  am  sorry  to  add  that 
with  respect  to  the  first  of  them  further 
confirmation  appears  to-day  in  other 
papers.  The  extract  from  The  Times  to 
wmch  I  refer  ia  aa  follows : — 

"The  Rev.  Mr.  Colbeck,  the  representative 
in  Mandalay  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel,  has  addressed  a  public  protest  to 
the  Chief  Commissioner  against  a  recent  attempt 
by  the  1?royost  Marshal  to  procure  testimony 
against  other  persons  from  a  Burmaa  'while  ho 
was  covered  by  the  presented  rifles  of  a  firing 
party.  Mr.  Colbeck,  who  has  long  been  resi- 
dent in  Bunnah,  declares  that  such  proceedings 
cannot  fail  to  bring  shame  and  discredit  upon 
our  name,  nation,  and  religion.  The  ghastly 
scenes  wUch  coDstantly  recur  -ia  execations 
carried  out  by  the  Provost  Marshal  constitute 
grave  public  scandals.  The  Provost  Marshal, 
who  is  an  ardent  amateur  photographer,  is  de- 
sirons  of  securing  views  of  the  persons  executed 
at  the  precise  moment  when  they  are  struck  by 
the  bulets.  To  secure  this  result,  after  toe 
orders  '  Ready,* '  Fresent,'  have  been  {dven  to 
the  firing  paity,  the  Fwvoit  U anduQ  fixes  his 
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camera  on  the  prisoners,  who  at  times  aro  kept 
waiting  for  some  minutes  in  that  pocdtion.  Tho 
oDGcer  commanding  the  firiof^  party  is  then  di- 
rected by  tho  I*rovo8t  Marshal  to  give  tho  order 
to  fire  at  the  moment  when  ho  exposes  his 
plate.  So  far  no  satiafactory  nagative  has  been 
obtained,  and  the  experiments  aro  likely  to  ho 
continued.  These  proceedings  take  place  before 
a  crowd  of  mixed  national!  tios,  and  cannot  fail 
to'haroa  demoralizing  effect  on  both  soldiers 
and  spectators." 


moment,  which  will  enable  as  to  say 
whether  these  accounts  are  varnished  or 
not.  The  noblo  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  recognizing  the  concern 
which  no  doubt  the  public  feel  alike 
with  the  Government  on  this  question, 
has  despatched  telegrams  to  Lord  Duf- 
ferin  and  Mr.  Bernard  requesting  infor- 
mation upon  the  matter,  and  asking  that 
'a  strict  and  searching  inquiry  be  made 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  noble  Lord  jn^o  matter.  As  soon  as  this  infor- 
opposite,  and  ail  your  Lordships  who  mation  is  obtained,  I  shall  have  great 
have  heard  or  read  these  statements,  will  pieag^re  in  informing  the  noble  Mar- 
agree  with  me  that  the  proceedings  attri- ,  queas.  With  respect  to  what  he  has 
butodtothePxovostMarshalaroveryout-  \  stated  as  to  court  martials  being  held  in 
rageoue,  and  deserve  serious  reprobation,  i  Burmah,  I  would  deprecate  any  discue- 
Although  I  think  it  very  unlikely  that ,  at  the  present  moment,  and  until 
the  noble  Lord  will  be  able  to  give  me  \  have  further  information,  about 
any  positive  information  on  the  subject  them. 

just  now,  I  oarnestly  trust  that  my  I  The  Eabl  of  KIMbERLET suggested 
noble  Friend  will  mako  inquiry  without  that,  as  Papers  were  about  to  be  pre- 
delay  into  the  truth  of  these  allegations,  I  gented  on  the  subject  of  Burmah,  it 
BO  that  if  they  are  inaccurate,  the  cha-  j  ^©nld  be  as  well  that  they  should  be 
racter  of  this  officer  may  bo  cleared,  as  accompanied  with  a  map  of  the  coun- 
I  trust  it  will ;  but  if,  unhappily,  thoy  ^^y^ 

turn  out  to  be  correct,  that  measures  |    Lohd  HAEEIS  said,  he  would  make 
may  be  taken  not  only  to  put  a  stop  to  ^  inquiries  as  to  that, 
those  proceedings,  but  to  mark  in  a  | 
most  signal  manner  the  sootiments  of  i 


SIR  WILLIAM  ROSE,  K.C.B.,  LATE 
OLBRK  OF  THE  PARLIAMENTS. 
RESOLUTION. 

The  Marquess  of  SAIilSBITRY : 
My  Lords,  I  rise  to  perform  a  sorrowful 
duty.    It  is  to  move — 

"  That  this  House  is  deeply  seasiUo  of  tho 
loss  which  they  have  sustained  by  the  death  of 


Her  Majesty's  Government  with  regard 
to  them.  There  is  one  other  matter  to 
which  I  wish  to  refer.  One  would 
gather  from  those  statements  that  a  con- 
siderable number  of  persons  are,  at  the 
present  time,  being  tried  by  court  mar- 
tial and  executed  in  Burmah.  I  will 
venture  to  suggest  to  the  noble  Lord 

opposite  that  he  should  very  seriously  |  Sir  William  Rose,  K.C.B.,  thelate  Clerk  of  the 

consider  to  *hat  eslent  there  i.  legal ,  ,^?rr;hTc^  X' ^t^iSjLVM"; 
warrant  lor  trying  persons  withm  Her .  abilities,  diligence,  and  integrity  with  which 
Majesty's  Dominions  who  are  not  under  -  he  executed  his  important  duties  in  that  and 
the  Mutiny  Acts.  Burmah  has  now  been  |  other  ofBces  in  the  service  of  this  Hoobb  dnring 
annexed,  and  is  a  part  of  Her  Majesty's  ,  »  P**^*^    «<>  7""-" 

Dominions.  I  do  not  wish  to  express  a  i  My  Lords,  I  have  but  little  to  add  to 
positive  opinion  on  that  subject  at  pre-  j  the  terms  of  the  Motion.  The  loss  of 
sent;  but  it  ie,  I  think,  worthy  of  the  j  Sir  William  Bose  has  been  regretted,  I 
ul  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  .  think,  by  all  in  this  House.  There  are 
Govef&CTent.  {  very  few  of  us  who  have  been  here  long 

The  TJNBEK  SEOBETABY  of  .  enoi^h  to  remember  the  time  when  Sir 
STATE  (Lord  Harbis)  :  My  Lords,  in ;  William  Bose  was  not  at  this  Table, 
reply  to  the  noble  Marquess  opposite !  His  manner  anA.  kindness  to  all  the 
(the  Marquess  of  Bipon),  I  have  to  say  j  Members  of  this  House  are  well  known, 
that  Her  Maje^y's  Qovernment  have  |  He  was  laborious  and  careful  and  exact 
read  with  the  greatest  concern  the  i  in  his  duties.  He  possessed  a  profound 
account  of  The  Times  Correspondent  at ,  knowledge  of  the  precedents  of  this 
Mandalay  with  respect  to  these  execu-  \  House,  and  of  our  customary  law ;  and 
tions,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  j  he  was  able  to  render  services  to  the 
have  been  conducted.   We  have  no  in-  Members  of  this  House  in  that  capacity 


formation,    however,   at  the  present 


which  we  specially  require.   Owing  to 
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the  fact  that  our  Speaker  does  not  pos- 
sess authority  over  us,  and  that  the  dis- 
posal of  all  Order  in  this  House  is  imme- 
diately the  worh  of  the  House  itself,  an 
authority  like  that,  able  and  willing  to 
furnish  us  with  guidance,  was  of  ines- 
timable value.  My  Lords,  I  feel  that  I 
am  only  expressing  the  opinion  enter- 
tained by  all  Peers  in  this  House,  on 
whichever  side  of  the  House  they  may 
sit,  of  the  deep  loss  we  have  sustained 
by  the  death  of  Sir  William  Hose. 

The  Eael  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  my  noble  Friend  (Earl  Granville) 
alluded  last  night  in  a  touching  manner 
to  the  loss  we  have  experienced  by  the 
death  of  Sir  William  Kose.  I  only  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  saying  how  heartily  I 
concur  in  every  word  that  has  fallen 
from  the  noble  Marquess.  I  have  known 
Sir  William  Eose  for  very  many  years, 
both  in  his  public  and  private  capacity  ; 
and  anyone  more  oblig^g,  more  atten- 
tive to  his  duties,  or  more  anxious  to 
assist  everyone  to  obtain  information,  I 
think  none  of  ne  have  ever  known.  The 
House  has  sustained  a  very  severe  loss 
by  the  death  of  Sir  William  Eose,  and 
I  am  sure  that  noble  Lords  will  concur 
in  every  word  that  has  fallen  from  the 
noble  Marquess.  .  I  beg  to  second  the 
Motion. 

Hocad  to  resolve,  "  That  this  House  is  deeply 
BOnrable  of  the  loss  which  they  have  Bustaisod 
I17  the  death  of  Sir  William  Rose,  E.C.B.,  the 
late  Clerk  of  the  FarliamentB,  and  think  it 
light  to  reoord  the  just  sense  which  they  ent^- 
tain  of  the  zeal,  ability,  diligence,  and  integrity 
vith  which  he  executed  his  important  duties  in 
tiiat  and  other  offices  in  the  service*  of  this 
House  daring  a  period  of  60  years."— (rA« 
Marpuu  0/  SiUitbury.) 

The  Eabl  of  UMKBIOK  said,  he 
desired,  on  behalf  of  the  younger  and 
private  Members  of  the  House,  to  ex- 
press their  deep  sense  of  the  assistance 
which  was  invariably  so  kindly  and 
constantly  rendered  to  them  by  Sir 
William  Eose. 

Motion  agTMd  to,  nmiw  dusmfimte. 

Home  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 
Five  o'clock,  to  Monday  next,  a 
qoaiter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
lyiday,  22nd  Jimuary,  1886. 


MINUTES.]  —  Pdhlic  riiiw  —  Sesoluliom  in 
Committee — Ordered — First  Reading — Church 
of  Scotland  •  [6] ;  Licensing  Laws  Amend- 
ment (liOcal  ControH*  [35];  Burial  Law 
Amendment*  [45];  Spirits  in  Bond  (Groat 
Britain  and  Ireland)*  [52];  Oaths*  [64]; 
Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  (Scotland)  •  [72]. 

Ordered—First  Reading  —  Land  I*aw  (Ir^nd) 
Act  (1881)  Amendment*  [11;  County  Go- 
vernment  (Ireland)  •  [2] ;  I'olice  Forces  En- 
frttnchisement  •  [3]  ;  Church  Patronage  • 
[4];  Poor  Law  Guardians  (Ireland)*  [5]; 
Public  Health  Acts  (ImOTOvement  Expenses)  • 
[7] ;  ParUamentan  Electiona  (Roturning 
Offlcera  Expenses)  (Ireland)  •  [8] ;  Municipal 
Franchise  (Ireland)*  [9];  lAbourors  (Ire- 
land) Acts  Amendment*  [10];  Tenure  of 
Town  Houses  (Ireland)*  [111;  National 
School  Teachers  (Ireland)  *  [12] ;  Kegiatra- 
tion  of  Voters  (Ireland)*  [13];  University 
Education  (Ireland)  •  [14];  Salmon  Fiaheriee 
(Ireland)*  [IS];  Butter  Substitutes*  [16]; 
Croftera  (Scotland)  *  [17] ;  Technical  Educa- 
tion  (Ireland)*  [18];  Ilousing  of  Working 
Classes  in  Towns  (Ireland)  *  [19] ;  Municipd 
Boundaries  (Dublin)  *  [201 ;  Hates  (Dublin)  • 
[21] ;  Private  Bill  Legislation  *  [22] ;  Bounda- 
ries of  Towns  (Ireland)  *  [23]  ;  Parliamentary 
Eleotions  (Polls)*[24]  :  Beprosentationof  the 
People  Act  (1884)  Extension  *  [26] ;  Copyhold 
Enfranchisement*  [26] ;  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors  on  Sunday  *  [27] ;  Police  Constables' 
Pensions  *  [28] ;  Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours 
{Ireland!  •  [29];  Trees  (Irehind)*  f30]; 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Firo  Bngiido 
Expenses)*  [31]  ;  Tobacco  (Ireland)  •  [32]  ; 
Contagious  Diseases  Acts  Repeal*  [33] ; 
lletroiiolitan  Board  of  Works  (Witter  Supply, 
&e.)  *  [34]  ;  Fairs  and  Markets  (Tolls)  (Ire- 
land)* [36];  Quarter  Sessions  (Boroughs)* 
[37];  Tenure  of  Land  (Scotland)*  [;i8]; 
Probation  of  First  Offfendera  •  [39] ;  Port  and 
Harbour  Authorities  *  [40] ;  Land  Purchaao 
Facilities*  [41];  Sites  for  Schools,  &o.  (Ire- 
land)* [42];  Landlord's  Bight  of  Distress 
Abolition  •  [43] ;  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  (Theatres,  &c.)*[44];  Explosivo 
Substances  Act  (1883)  Amendment*  [461; 
Bankruptcy  (Ireland)*  [47];  Land  (High- 
lands and  Islands)*  [48];  Marriage  with  a 
Deceased  Wife's  Sister*  [49];  Marriages 
(Nonconformist  Chapels)  *  [60] ;  Beer  Adul- 
teration* [51];  Allotments  and  Small  Hold- 
ings* [S3];  Church  Boards*  [54];  Mining 
Li»ses  *  [66] ;  Shop  Hours  Regulation  •  [66]; 
Allotments  *  [67] ;  Game  Laws  Amendment  * 
[58] :  Beer  Adulteration  (No.  2)  *  [69] ; 
Employers'  Liability Act(L880)  Amendment* 
[60];  Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Bitraordinaiy) 
Amendment*  [61];  Marriages  (Hours  of 
Solemnisation)  *  [62]  ;  Tithe  Rent  -  Charge 
(Extraordinary)  Redemption  *  [63] ;  Tithe 
Rent-Charge  Amendment  *  [65] ;  Beor  Adul- 
teration (No.  3)  •[66];  Workhouse  Children* 
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[67];  Tnrljary  Mountain  Grazing  and  Sea 
Wrack  (Ireland)  •  [681 ;  Theatres,  &o.  (Me- 
tropolis) *  [69] ;  Parliamentary  Franchiee 
(Extension  to  Womeo)  *  [701 ;  Land  Cultiva- 
tion •  [711;  Fishery  Acts  (Scotland)  *  [73J  ; 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
(Durham)  •  [74]  ;  Municipal  Franchise  (Ire- 
land) (No.  2)  •  [76] ;  Employers'  Liability 
Act  (1880)  Amendment  (No.  2)"  [76]; 
Unclaimed  Deposits*  [77];  Tramways  Acta 
(Ireland)  Amendment*  [78];  Ecclesiastical 
Assessments  (Scotland)  *  [73] ;  Sanitation  of 
Hou8eB*[80]  :  Metropolitaa  Board  of  Works 

i Keeping  of  Firewood)  '[SI];  Parliamentary 
elections  *  [82] ;  Land  Tenure  and  Transfer* 
[83J ;  Parliamentary  Elections  (Iteturoing 
Officers'  Expenses)  (Scotland)  •  [84j. 

Q  ir£8TI0NS. 


ARMY— THE  TESTING  OP  SIDE- 
AEMS. 

Colonel  SALIS-SCHWABE  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  "War,  Whether 
sidearms,  more  especially  Cavalry  swords, 
used  to  be  and  are  now  subjected  to  a 
test  by  a  viewer  or  official  of  the  Ord- 
nance Department  before  issue,  and 
whether  each  Cavalry  sword  or  other 
sidearm  used  to  be  and  is  marked,  so 
that  the  viewer  who  passed  it  fit  for  use 
can  be  identified  ;  and,  whether  several 
sidearms,  especially  Cavalry  swords, 
have,  within  the  last  three  years,  been 
found,  after  issue  to  Her  Majesty's 
troops,  to  be  unable  to  stand  the  test 
which  they  should  have  undergone  be- 
fore issue ;  and,  if  that  be  the  case, 
whether  the  viewers  or  officials  of  the 
Ordnance  Department  who  passed  such 
sidearms  are  still  employed  in  the  public 
service  ? 

The  SECBETAEY  of  STAT£  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Sumi) :  All  sidearms,  includiag 
Cavalry  swords,  are  and  have  been  sub- 
jected  to  a  test  by  a  viewer  before  issue 
to  troojps;  and  every  arm  so  tested  is 
marked  in  such  a  manner  that  the  viewer 
by  whom  it  has  been  passed  can  be 
identified.  No  sidearms  have  been  found 
within  the  last  three  years  unable  to 
withstand,  after  issue  to  the  troops,  the 
tests  to  which  they  should  have  been 
and  were  subjected  before  issue.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  observed  that  a  far  more 
severe  test  of  fitness  than  that  hitherto 
adopted  officially  has  recently  been  ap- 
plied to  sidearms  in  the  possession  of 
the  troops  ;  and,  I  may  add,  the  future 
standard  of  efficiency  at  the  time  of  issue 
will  be  regulated  by  this  more  stringent 
trial 


BURMAH— MILITARY  EXECUTIONS— 
THE  PROVOST  MARSHAL. 
Da.  CAMERON  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  following 
paragraph  contained  in  a  telegraphic 
despatch  dated  Maudalay,  January  1  Qtb, 
published  in  Th$  Tim«t  of  the  2lBt 
inst. : — 

"  The  ghastly  scenes  vhich  constantly  recar 
in  oxecations  carried  out  by  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal constitute  grave  puUic  scandals.  Tho 
Provost  Marshal,  who  is  an  ardent  amateur 
photographer,  ia  desirous  of  securing  views  of 
the  persons  executed  at  the  precise  moment 
when  they  are  struck  by  the  bullets.  To  secaro 
this  result,  after  the  orders,  'Ready,*  'Present,* 
have  been  given  to  the  firing  party,  the  Provost 
Marshal  fixes  his  camera  on  tho  prisoners,  who 
at  times  are  kept  waiting  for  some  minutes  in 
that  position.  The  officer  commanding  the 
firing  party  ia  then  directed  by  tho  Provost 
Marshal  to  give  the  order  to  fire  at  tW  moment 
when  ho  exposes  his  plate  ;  " 

and,  whether  in  view  of  Tks  Timei  cor- 
respondent's declaration  that 

"  So  far  no  satisfactory  negatives  having  been 
obtained  the  experiments  are  likely  to  be  con- 
tinued," 

he  will  telegraph  to  the  authorities  in 
India  calling  their  attention  to  the  alle- 
gation with  a  view,  if  it  be  found  to  be 
true,  to  the  immediate  suppression  of 
the  practice  and  the  prosecution  of  the 
Frovost  Marshal  ? 

MB.jrSTINHUNTLTM'CAETHT 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
If  there  is  any  truth  in  the  following 
statementfrom  TAe  2VmMof  January  2l8t, 
respecting  certain  executions  in  Bur- 
mah :— 

"  The  ghastly  scenes  which  constantly  recur 
in  execntionB  carried  out  by  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal  constitute  grave  pnblio  scandals.  The 
Provost  Marshal,  who  is  an  ardent  anuteur 
phot(^;nipher,  is  desirous  of  secoring  views  of 
the  persona  executed  at  the  precise  moment 
when  they  are  struck  by  the  bullets.  To  secure 
tho  result  after  the  orders,  '  Ready,' '  Present,* 
have  been  given  to  the  firing  party,  the  Provoet 
Marshal  fixes  his  camera  on  the  prisoners,  who 
at  times  are  kept  waiting  for  some  minutes  in 
that  position.  The  officer  commanding  tho 
firing  party  is  then  directed  by  the  Provost 
Manihal  to  give  the  order  to  fire  at  the  moment 
when  ho  exposes  his  plate  ;  " 

and,  if  ao,  whether  the  Government  have 
taken  or  intend  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter  ? 

SiE  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL:  There 
is  an  urgent  question  arising  out  of  this 
~namely,  whether  at  the  present  time 
questions  of  life  and  death  in  Upper 
Burmah  are  under  the  control  of  the 
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Chief  Civil  Authority  (Mr.  Bernard)  or 
whether  the  military  authorities  are 
allowed  to  exercise  any  sort  of  uncon- 
trolled martial  law  ? 

Thb  SECRETAET  op  STATE  (Lord 
BAHDOLPn  Chtrohili.)  :  I  am  not  quite 
certain  whether  the  Civil  Authorities  in 
Upper  Burmah  have  hitherto  superseded 
the  Military  Authontiea ;  but  when  Mr. 
Bernard  vent  up  to  Mandalay,  in  the 
absence  of  General  Prendergast,  on  the 
expedition  to  Bhamo,  I  was  then  under 
the  impression  that  Civil  government  had 
recommenced,  ia  Maodaiay  at  any  rate. 
But  since  Mr.  Bernard's  departure  from 
Mandalay  and  General  Prendergast's 
return,  I  am  not  quite  sure  what  would 
be  the  precise  relation  between  the  Civil 
Authorities  and  the  Military  Authorities. 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy 
(Sir  George  Campbell)  will  repeat  the 
Question  on  Monday  I  will  try  to  ascer- 
tain in  tho  meantime.  Ia  reply  to  the 
hon.  Members  for  Glasgow  and  Newry, 
I  may  say  I  am  not  sui^rised  that  both 
hon.  Members  should  liave  thought  it 
their  duty  to  put  Questions  on  the  very 
erave  fuid  startling  information  which 
for  two  days  rnnning  has  been  given  to 
the  public  by  T^e  ^met  Correspondent 
at  Mandalay.  I  cannot  bring  myself  to 
believe  that  any  officer  wearing  the 
Queen's  uniform  would  have  allowed 
himself  to  perpetrate  actions  which 
really  would  have  disgraced  the  officers 
of  King  Theebaw.  I  cannot  bring  myself 
to  believe  that  there  is  any  portion  of 
truth  in  this  announcement;  but  when 
the  announcement  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Provost  Marshal  at  Mandalay  ap- 
peared in  Ths  Times  of  to-day,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  telegraph  to  the  Viceroy  to 
ascertain  the  exact  foimdation  for  these 
serious  allegations.  And  I  did  more 
than  that— I  departed,  I  believe,  from 
the  established  practice.  In  order  that 
no  time  might  be  lost,  I  sent  a  similar 
tel^ram  direot  to  the  Chief  Oommis* 
sioner  at  Mandalay.  I  trust  most 
earnestly  that  it  may  turn  out  that  these 
allegations  are  not  well  founded ;  but  I 
have  instructed  the  Chief  Commissioner 
at  Mandalay,  on  my  own  authority,  that 
if,  in  any  degree,  these  allegations  are 
true,  the  gravest  and  most  immediate 
action  must  be  taken  against  the  officer 
concerned. 

Db.  CAATF.BON:  I  shall  in  a  few 
days  ask  if  a^  reply  has  been  received 
by  the  noble  Lord. 


INDIA  (FINANOE,  &c.)— INCOME  TAX, 
Mr.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  it  is  true  that  the  Financial 
Minister  for  India  has  proposed,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Yicoroy,  a  graduated 
Income  or  Licenao  Tax ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Govemmont  has  oflfered 
any  objoction  to  this  proposal  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Lord 
Kandolph  CnuitcHiLL) :  I  have  some 
difficulty  in  answering  the  Question  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.'  I  do  not 
quite  know  what  he  precisely  means  by 
a  graduated  Income  Tax.  As  far  as  I 
can  gather,  he  has  been  careful  to  leave 
not  only  his  opponents,  but  also  bis  pos- 
sible Colleaguea,  in  a  state  of  the  utmost 
uncertainty  on  this  point;  and,  there- 
fore, I  can  only  answer  his  Question  by 
telling  him  what  the  Indian  Income  Tax 
proposed  by  the  Government  is,  and 
leave  him  to  draw  his  own  conclusions 
as  to  whether  it  cornea  up  to  his  own 
idea  of  a  graduated  Income  Tax.  The 
draft  Bill  of  the  Goremment  of  India, 
which  has  now  passed  through  two 
stages  in  the  Legislative  Council,  pro- 
vides that  non-agricultuzal  incomes  shall 
be  taxed,  and  the  sources  are  classified 
under  four'  heads  —  offices,  profits  of 
Companies,  interest  on  securities,  and 
other  sources.  The  rate  of  Income  Tax 
is  five  pice  a  rupee,  which,  I  believe,  ia 
English  money  is  a  little  under  in 
Is.  6rf.,  on  incomes  of  2,000  rupees  per 
annum  and  upwards ;  and,  roughly, 
4  pice  on  incomes  under  2,000  rupees. 
There  are  certain  exceptions — namely, 
incomes  derived  from  land  or  agricul- 
ture, charities,  soldiers  with  pay  under 
500  rupees  a  month,  Government  offi- 
cials with  salaries  under  100  rupees  a 
month,  also  all  persons  withatotal  income 
of  leas  than  500  rupees  per  annum.  In 
cases  of  incomes  derived  under  the 
fourth  head  of  "  other  sources,"  incomes 
under  3,000  rupees  per  annum  are  as- 
sessed in  six  grades,  rising  from  500 
rupees  to  2,000  rupees.  The  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  Stats  in  Council 
has  been  given  to  the  Bill.  This 
is  all  the  information  I  can  give  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  upon 
that,  no  doubt,  he  will  form  his  own 
conclusions. 

Mk.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN: 
The  noble  Lord  has  not  answered  the 
last  portion  of  the  Question. 
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LoED  RANDOLPH  OHTOCHILL: 
Of  course,  the  Indian  Budget  has  not 
come  before  the  Government  as  a  whole; 
but  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  Council  has  been  given  to  the 
Bill,  the  heads  of  which  I  nave  stated 
to  the  House. 

CHINA— THE  BEFORTED  LOAN. 

Mb.  M'LABEN  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  he  can  give  any  iojEormation 
respecting  the  tmth  of  the  rumours  that 
a  Chinese  Loan  is  being  negotiated  by  a 
foreign  syndicate  in  Germany  for  the 
construction  of  Bailways  in  China;  whe- 
ther any  inducements  have  been  offered 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  the 
Chinese  Government  to  raise  their  loans 
for  publio  works  in  the  London  Money 
Market ;  and,  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  taken  any  steps  to 
secure  for  British  manufacturers  all 
contracts  for  Bailway  material  required 
by  China? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Boubee)  :  We  have  heard 
^e  mmonr  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber ;  but  we  have  no  means  of  knowing 
vhethw  any  loan  will  be  brought  out  by 
the  Syndioate  in  question.  The  atten* 
tion  of  Her  Majesty's  Oharg6d'  Affaires 
at  Pekin  has,  however,  been  called  to 
the  subject.  It  would  be  altogether 
contrary  to  the  ueual  practice  of  the 
British  Government  to  interfere  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  of 
China  may  see  fit  to  raise  loans.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will,  if  the  occa- 
sion arises,  be  ready  to  give  such  assist- 
ance as  they  can  properly  afford  in 
support  of  British  manufacturing  and 
commercial  interests  in  China  ;  but  they 
could  not  take  the  steps  suggested  in 
the  third  clause  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question. 

Me.  M'LAREN  :  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
lays  down  the  principle  that  the  Govern  • 
ment  will,  in  no  oinmnutanoes,  inter- 
fere with  foreign  Governments  on 
behalf  of  English  commerce  in  com- 
petition with  the  commerce  of  other 
countries  ? 

Mr.  BOURKE:  I  said  just  the  re- 
verse. I  said  ^the  Government  would 
always  be  very  glad  to  give  such  support 
as  may  properly  be  given  to  gentlemen 
engaged  in  oommerouil  affairs. 


BURMAH— THE  CHINESE  GOVERN- 
MENT. 

Mb.  M'LAEEN  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  any  representationa  have  been 
made  by  the  Chinese  Government  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  respecting  the 
annexation  of  Burmah  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  (Mr.  Boueke)  :  I  have  to  say 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  in 
communication  with  the  Government  of 
China  with  respect  to  Burmese  affairs. 
The  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  it  is 
thought  advisable,  in  the  interests  of  the 
publio,  that  those  communications  should 
be  made  known. 

IRELAND-"  BOYCOTTING  "—ALLEGED 

OUTRAGE. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  gave 
Notice  that  he  would  ask  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  true,  as 
stated  on  the  occasion  of  a  deputation  to 
Lord  Salisbury,  that  a  boycotted  woman 
in  Ireland  was  held  down  by  her  neigh- 
bours, while  a  dog  gnawed  lier  1(^; 
and,  it-  true,  whether  any  persons  have 
been  arrested  for  the  outrage? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
William  Habt  Dtkb)  said,  that  this 
statement  referred  to  a  very  horrible  and 
serious  outrage  if  it  really  occurred.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  if  it  had  occurred  it 
had  already  come  under  the  cognizaDco 
of  the  authorities  in  Ireland.  He  bad 
taken  steps  to  make  inquiries,  and  had  no 
doubt  his  hon.  Friend  would  get  the  in- 
formation he  sought. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  said, 
he  would  repeat  the  Question  on  Monday- 
Ma.  HEALY:  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  when  this  Question  is  asked  I  shall 
ask  the  Home  Secretary,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  action  of 
an  English  lady  who  tied  a  little  child, 
aged  two,  to  a  chair  before  a  fire  and 
s&wly  roasted  her  to  death  ? 

PAELTAMENT  —  BUSINESS    OP  THE 
HOUSE-INTRODUCTION  OF 
PUBLIC  BILLS. 
Me.  JOSEPH  COWEN  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that,  at  the  close  of  the 
debate  on  tho  Address,  the  introduction 
of  Bills  would  occupy  some  three  hours; 
and  he  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Whether  the  debate  could  be 
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closed  at  a  reasonable  hour,  so  that 
Uembers  interested  in  the  Bills  mi^ht 
hare  an  opportunity  of  iotroduomg 
them? 

Thb  chancellor  op  the  EXCHE- 
QTTEB,  in  reply,  said,  that  they  might, 
perhaps,  be  able  to  make  an  arrange* 
ment  which  would  be  convenient  to  the 
hott.  Member  if  it  were  possible  to  close 
the  general  debate  on  the  Address  that 
erening,  and  take  the  first  Amendment 
npon  it  on  Monday. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  COWEN  said,  what 
he  meant  wa?,  that  when  the  debate 
closed  it  should  be  at  a  reasonablo  hour, 
say  10  o'clock,  so  that  hon.  Members 
might  have  an opportunityof  introducing 
their  Bills. 

ORD£R  OF  TEE  DA7. 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER  MA- 
JESTY'S MOST  ORACIOUS  SPEECH. 
ADJOVBNSD  DEBATE.    [sECOnS  HIQHT.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [2lBt  January.] — 
[See  page  92.] 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  returned. 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  they  were  not 
able  last  night  to  respond  to  the  appeal 
of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  that  the  general  debate  on  the 
Address  should  be  allowed  to  close  as 
soon  as  he  had  himself  sat  down.  If 
there  were  no  other  reasons  for  refusing 
to  close  the  de1:ate,  they  considered  that 
it  would  not  be  duly  regardful  to  the 
position  held  in  the  GoTernment  of  tho 
country  by  the  noble  Lord  himself  if  they 
were  to  allow  his  speech  on  this  impor- 
tant occasion  to  pass  by  without  any 
notice.  Moreover,  they  knew  the  secret 
of  the  haste  of  tho  noble  Lord.  They 
knew  that  he  was  very  anxious  to  go  on 
wiUi  what  he  called  the  reform  of  Froce- 
dure.  The  noble  Lord  ^shed  the  House, 
in  regard  to  the  length  of  tho  debate  on 
the  Address,  and  in  regard  to  other 
matters,  to  go  back  to  the  habits  and 
practices  of  the  good  old  times  ;  but  there 
were  more  recent  times  than  the  good 
old  times  when  the  noblo  Lord  himself 
was  not  anxious  to  curtail  debate.  Those 
times  might  soon  return,  and  the  Irish 
Members,  for  their  part,  had  too  sincere 
a  T^ard  for  the  freedom  of  debate  in 
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that  House  to  abet  the  noble  Lord  in  any 
measure  which  might  prevent  aspiring 
and  active  Members  of  the  House  from 
rivalling  the  former  courses  of  the  noble 
Lord,  or  which  would  prevent  him,  when 
opportunity  and  occasion  served,  from 
returning  to  the  practice  which  he  for- 
merly adorned.  That  being  so,  they 
were  not  in  a  hurry  at  that  moment  to 
approach  the  question  of  the  reform  of 
E^ncedure.  With  regard  to  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord,  he  would  say  that 
surprise  was  its  keynote.  According  to 
the  noble  Lord,  everything  was  surpris- 
ing and  everybody  was  surprised.  The 
country,  the  noble  Lord  said,  was  sur- 
prised by  theQueen's  Speech.  He  should 
not  wonder  if  he  heard  that  the  noble 
Lord  himself  was  surprised  when  he  first 
saw  the  Queen's  Speech.  The  country 
thought  that  the  Government  was  com- 
posed of  men  consistent  in  their  course  of 
public  action.  It  was  thought  that  they 
were  men  whose  minds  were  animatedby 
a  consistent  principle  of  conduct.  If  that 
were  so,  ho  admitted  that  the  country 
had  good  reason  to  be  surprised.  None 
of  the  Irish  Members  could  forget  that 
in  the  brief  interval  during  which  the 
Govemmenthad  been  in  powerthe  Prime 
Minister  made  a  public  speech  of  the 
reateet  gravity  and  moment,  in  which 
e  referred  to  the  dualism  of  Austria- 
Himgary  in  connection  with  the  Irish 
Question.  The  fact  was  that  those  words 
of  tlio  Prime  Minister  were  placed  before 
the  country  by  him  at  a  time  when  the 
question  of  the  national  legislative  free- 
dom of  Ireland  was  occupying  the  public 
mind  to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else. 
Those  words  were  uttered  after  the  Irish 
Leader  had  made  his  declaration  that 
the  claim  of  the  Irish  people  to  legisla- 
tive independence  would  be  the  imme- 
diate care  of  the  Parliamentary  Party ; 
and  he  contended,  therefore,  that  uie 
words  of  the  Prime  Minister  could  have 
no  other  interpretation  in  the  minds  of 
intelligent  men,  and  they  had  no  other 
purpose  in  his  own,  but  to  convey  to  the 
country  that  his  Administration  were 
ready  to  consider  the  claim  to  legislative 
independence  of  Ireland ;  and  in  the 
settlement  of  that  question  to  consider— 
at  least  as  a  general  guiding  principle— 
tho  settlement  which  had  made  the  Im- 
perial authority  of  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria consistent  with  the  concession  of  the 
claim  of  the  people  of  Hungary  to 
national  independence.   At  a  later  date 
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tlie  Prime  Minister  diBtinctly  ahadowed 
out  a  aettlement  of  the  Irish  Question  in 
a  public  speech  limited,  on  the  one  hand, 
hy  the  integrity  of  the  Empire,  and,  on 
the  other,  by  the  protection  of  the  rights 
of  the  Protestant  and  territorial  minority 
in  Ireland.  What  was  the  meaning  of 
making  those  limits  at  all,  and  of  de- 
fining them  in  a  public  speech,  unless 
they  nad  a  relation  to  a  project  of  legis- 
latire  independence  for  Ireland,  and  un- 
less the  Prime  Minister  meant  to  indicate 
to  the  oonnitry  that  the  Tory  Ctovera- 
ment  were  ready  to  concede  that  freedom 
■within  the  bounds  of  those  limits  ?  The 
Government  came  into  Office  last  June  ; 
the  elections  took  place  in  November  and 
December.  Ministers  spoke  often  in  that 
interval ;  and  they  never  directly  or  in- 
directly, by  any  declaration  or  hint,  gave 
the  country  to  understand  that  there 
was  lurking  in  the  minds  of  any  of  them 
a  fundamental  objection,  or  objection  in 
point  of  principle,  to  a  settlement  of  the 
Irish  national  question,  provided  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire  were  preserved  and 
tho  rights  of  the  minority  respected. 

The  SEOEBTARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  Bahsolfh  Ohubcttll)  :  I 
particularly  inserted  in  my  speech  a 
passage  saying  that  I  would  always  do 
my  best  to  support  the  maintenance  of 
the  Parliamentary  Union  between  the 
two  countries. 

Me.  sexton  replied  that  the  noble 
Lord  appeared  to  have  felt  called  upon 
last  night  to  make  a  very  specific  declara- 
tion on  the  subject.  But  up  to  the  General 
Election' — and  that  was  the  date  which 
the  House  would  have  to  keep  in  mind 
— there  was  not  conveyed  to  the  mind  of 
the  country  any  intimation  or  hint  that 
the  Government,  as  a  whole,  or  that  any 
important  individual  Member  of  it,  saw 
any  objection  in  point  of  principle  to 
the  concession  of  the  Irish  claim  for  the 
native  care  of  native  affairs,  provided 
only,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  integrity  of 
the  Empire  was  maintained,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  snch  guarantees  as  were 
available  should  be  given  that  the  rights 
of  the  minority  should  not  be  abused. 
If  the  Government  saw  any  objection  to 
the  concession  of  the  Irish  claim,  they 
deliberately  withheld  from  the  know- 
lodge  of  the  country  the  condition  of 
their  minds.  They  deliberately  excited 
oevtain  hopes  in  the  breasts  of  the  people 
of  Ireland.  They  deliberately  spread  a 
oertain  impressioa  through  the  minds  of 


the  English  people— they  did  all  thai  to 
secure  a  certain  result  at  the  polls ;  and, 
failing  to  secure  that  result,  they  now 
turned  round,  without  a  moment's  warn- 
ing, and  by  an  unprecedented  act  had 
by  their,  advice  induced  the  Sovereiga 
in  the  Boyal  Speech  to  use  langnage 
which  he  held  to  be  not  duly  regardful 
either  of  the  freedom  of  apeeoh  of  that 
House,  or  of  the  usage,  the  custom,  and 
the  spirit  of  the  British  Oonstitution. 
He  had  always  understood,  the  functioii 
of  the  Sovereign  of  the  Kealm,  in  re- 
gard to  the  passing  of  laws,  to  be 
either  to  give  or  to  withhold  from  Bills 
sent  up  by  the  consent  of  both  Houses 
Her  Majesty's  Eoyal  Assent.  But  ob- 
serve the  language  used  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  with  respect  to  the  Irish  National 
question.  The  Sovereign  was  actually 
advised  to  say — 

"  I  am  resolutely  opposed  to  any  disturbance 
of  thdt  fundamental  law  " 

—that  was,  the  law  of  the  Legislative 
Union — 

"  and  in  reaiBting  it  I  am  convinced  that  Z  shall 
be  heartily  supported  hy  my  Parliament  and  my 

people." 

The  Party  who  professed  themselves  to 
be  the  guardians  of  the  Oonstitutiim  had 
thus  advised  and  induced  the  Sovereign 
to  depart  from  the  Oonstitutional  oourae 
of  waiting  on  the  action  of  the  House. 
They  bad  advised  and  induced  the  Sove* 
reign  to  take  what  would  be  found  to 
have  been  the  regrettable  course  of  de- 
claring in  advance  Her  Majesty's  oppo- 
sition to  a  certain  Bill  before  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  had  been  pleased 
to  consider  that  Bill.  Was  it  meant  by 
that  paragraph  (tor  which  the  Govern- 
ment were  responsible)  that  if  it  should 
happen  that  both  Houses  were  to  agree 
to  a  Bill  for  the  legislative  independence 
of  Ireland,  the  Sovereign  would  uncon- 
stitutionally persist  in  the  exercise  of  the 
Boyal  veto  to  the  extinction  of  the 

eiwers  and  of  the  functiona  of  both 
oases  ?  If  it  did  not  mean  that,  it 
did  not  mean  anything.'  He  thought  it 
would  have  been  more  decent,  more 
seemly,  and  more  Constitutional  for  the 
Government  to  have  refrained  from 
giving  the  advice  reflected  in  that  pas- 
sage until  the  time  had  come  for  the 
Sovereign  constitutionally  to  act — not 
in  anticipation  of  the  action  of  the  two 
Houses,  but  as  the  sequel  to  it.  Again, 
what  did  the  Gkivernment  mean  by  the 
"  disturbance  of  that  fundamental  law?'' 
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How  or  why  was  one  law  more  funda- 
mental than  another  7  Did  not  all  laws 
rest  on  the  same  sanction — namely,  the 
will  of  that  and  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  and  the  assent  of  the  Queen  ? 
And  the  lightest  law  to  which  those 
nnited  eonaents  were  given  had  the  same 
sanction  as  any  other  law,  however  great 
and  vital  it  might  be.  Moreover,  Her 
Majnty's  Boyal  Predecessor  and  Rela- 
tive, Xing  Geo^  m.,  in  1782,  gave  the 
Boyal  Assent  to  a  law  which  not  only 
conceded  the  legislative  independence  of 
Ireland,  but  actually  declared— and  the 
language  remained  on  the  Statute  Book 
to  England's  eternal  shame — that  that 
legislative  independence,  to  which  the 
Sovereign  now  declared  itself  to  be  re- 
solutely opposed,  should  for  ever  remain 
in  force.  People  sometimes  talked  as 
though  an  independent  Irish  Parliament 
wue  a  matter  of  ancient  history ;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  there  had 
been  a  series  of  Irish  Parliaments.  It 
was  only  100  years  sinoe  the  last  Irish 
Parliament  met ;  and  yet  Irishmen  were 
now  told  that  it  was  imposuble  to  alter 
"the  fundamental  law,*'  although  the 
Sovereign  and  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment were  pledged  1 00  years  ago  to  the 
concession,  and  to  the  permanent  exist- 
ence of  that  legislative  independence 
which  now  must  not  be  even  argued. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had,  unfortu- 
nately, given  the  Sovereignill  advice.  The 
truth  of  the  statement  would,  no  doubt, 
be  accepted  hereafter.  Those  who  be- 
lieved in  the  consistency  of  the  action 
and  mind  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
must  have  been  surprised  at  some  pas- 
sages in  the  Queen's  Speech.  Even  those 
who  had  no  faith  in  their  consistency, 
and  no  belief  in  their  intelligence,  must 
have  experienced  similar  astonishment. 
For  vlme  ha  found  that  the  rising  in 
Eastern  Boumelia  was  giving  an  ex- 
presrion  to  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants 
for  a  diange  in  their  political  arrange- 
ments, and  although  the  desire  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Honmelia,  expressed  in 
that  moderate  and  Constitutional  man- 
ner, had  led  Her  Majesty,  under  the  in- 
flnence  of  her  Advisers,  to  feel  herself 
bound  to  carry  on  negotiations  to  realize 
the  wish  of  those  inhabitants,  a  little 
lown  down  in  the  Spoech  he  found  that 
deep  sorrow  was  recorded  to  have  been 
caused  in  the  Boyal  mind  by  an  attempt 
to  excite  the  people  of  Ireland  against 
tiie  maintanaxice  of  the  Union.  A  rising 
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in  arms  by  a  rebel  population  in  Hoa- 
melia  was  conclusive  proof  to  the  Boyal 
mind  of  the  justice  of  their  cause;  but 
the  election  of  Nationalist  Kepresenta- 
tives  by  five-sixths  of  the  Irish  people, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  British 
Constitution — that  election  being  con- 
ducted in  a  peaceful  and  orderly  way — 
was  not  to  be  accepted  as  an  expression 
of  the  desire  of  the  people ;  but  was  to 
be  treated,  in  the  langui^e  of  the  Sove- 
reign, as  simply  a  regrettable  and  de- 
plorable 

"Attempt  to  Gxcite  the  people  to  hostility 
against  the  Legislative  Union." 

What  was  the  moral  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment wanted  to  drive  home  to  the 
mind  of  the  people  of  Ireland  from'these 
things  ?  "Were  they  to  understand  that 
as  long  as  the  Irish  people  confined 
themsolves  to  orderly  and  legal  and 
Constitutional  modes  of  giving  expres- 
sion to  their  desires  they  would  be  de- 
spised and  contemned ;  and  that  there 
was  no  probability  that  the  expressions 
of  their  desires  would  be  taken  to  be 
valid  by  the  Government  or  by  the  Boyal 
mind  of  England  until  they  were  driven 
and  compelled  to  rise  in  arms  ?  No  body 
of  men  vested  with  the  grave  and  solemn 
responsibility  of  the  issues  of  Imperial 
rule  had  ever  committed  themselves  to 
an  inference  so  imbecile  or  so  fatal  as 
that  which  might  be  drawn,  and  which 
must  be  drawn,  from  those  two  para- 
graphs in  the  Koyal  Speech.  The  Cabi- 
net consisted  of  14  Members;  and  he 
ventured  to  say  that  any  14  sohoolbo3r8 
in  the  countiy  who  could  not  produce  a 
more  congruous  document  tnan  that 
whioh  he  was  criticizing  deserved  to  be 
whipped.  The  question  of  local  self- 
government  in  Ireland  had  occupied  the 
fore-front  in  the  Beoess,  and  the  Press 
and  public  men  of  all  sections  had  re- 
cognized its  urgency.  The  Government 
had  played  for  a  certain  stake  at  the 
General  Election,  and  they  had  lost  it. 
And  now  it  was  found  that,  with  an  in- 
difference to  their  own  past  constructive 
promises  and  of  the  expectations  which 
they  had  raised,  and  with  an  insincerity 
which  could  scarcely  be  exceeded,  they 
were  preparing,  by  means  of  the  Queen's 
Speech,  to  make  a  fresh  raid  at  a  conve- 
nient moment  upon  public  simplicity  and 
credulity.  That  Speech  was  not  meant 
to  be  taken  by  anyone  literally— it  was 
simply  intended  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  a  dramatic  exigency.   He  could  only 
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compare  that  Speech  to  a  letter  written 
by  a  lady  who  had  an  action  for  breach 
of  promise  looming  in  the  dietance,  with 
a  view  to  its  being  read  before  the  jury. 
The  Queen's  Speech  had  been  dravn  up, 
not  as  an  exposition  of  the  intentions  of 
the  QoTomment,  but  for  consumption  in 
Ireland,  so  that  after  they  were  turned 
out  of  Office  they  might  point  to  it  and 
say  —  "  See  what  splendid  tilings  we 
would  have  done  for  yon  had  we  re- 
mained in  Office;  and  see  what  splen- 
did things  we  will  do  for  you  if  you 
place usin  Officeagain."  But,  afterall, 
what  promiso  did  the  Government  hold 
out  to  the  Irish  people  ?  They  were  told 
that  as  soon  as  Procedure  was  done 
with  the  Gorernment  would  go  on  to 
give  to  England  and  Scotland  county 
councils  of  a  representatire  character. 
They  all  knew  that  in  England  and 
Scotland  county  government  was  not  so 
offensive  or  bo  injurious  to  the  people 
as  it  was  in  Ireland.  In  England  and 
Scotland  county  government  was  con- 
ducted by  gentlemen  between  whom  and 
the  people  there  existed  not  only  no  con- 
flict, but  a  general  confidence ;  and  yet, 
while  councils  of  a  represeatatiTe  cha- 
racter were  promised  to  England  and 
Scotland,  not  one  word  about  the  repre- 
seutative  character  of  the  councils  was 
eaid  in  the  case  of  Ireland.  The  Bills 
of  England  and  Scotland  were  to  pre- 
cede the  Bills  for  Ireland ;  and  if  they 
indulged  the  wild  and  improbable  sup- 
position that  Her  M^esty's  Government 
were  to  remain  in  Office,  the  prospect 
before  Members  for  Ireland  was  this  — 
that  Procedure  would  occupy  till  Easter ; 
that  the  English  and  Scotch  County  Go- 
vernment Bills  would  consume  the  time 
until  Whitsuntide ;  and  that  the  House 
would  approach  the  consideration  of  a 
worthless  Bill  for  the  County  Govern- 
ment  of  Ireland  about  the  time  when 
hon.  Gentlemen  in  that  House  began  to 
pine  for  the  pleasures  of  grouse  shoot- 
ing, uid  to  think  of  the  charms  of  coun- 
try life.  The  sole  principle  which 
actuated  the  present  Government  was 
the  desire  to  get  into  Office  whenever 
they  could,  to  occupy  it  aa  long  as  they 
could,  and  when  they  were  thrown  out 
to  get  back  as  soon  as  possible.  This 
Queen's  Speech  was  not  to  be  treated  aa 
a  frank  and  candid  oontribution  to  the 
political  questions  of  the  time.  It  was 
simply  a  kind  of  device  whereby  the 
Government,  after  having  lost  Office, 
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might  be  able  once  more  to  deceive  the 
opinions  of  the  public.  The  right  hoa. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  had  a  majority  over 
the  noble  Lord,  and,  upon  an  Amend- 
ment, could  throw  the  Government  out 
if  he  liked.  The  noble  Lord,  when  be 
nodded  assent,  left  another  material 
element  out  of  view.  The  noble  Lord 
foi^t  that  the  right  hon.  Member  iat 
Mid  Lothian  had  not  a  majority  of  the 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  been  engaged  for  50  years  in  the 
conflicts  of  public  life  without  knowing 
that  it  was  not  wise  to  take  so  grave 
and  vital  a  step  without  something  like 
an  approach  to  certainty  as  to  the  re- 
sulting consequences.  He,  therefore, 
thought  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian,  in  abstaining  from  moving  an 
Amendment  and  taking  a  division  upon 
the  Address  at  the  present  moment, 
had  shown  that  prudence  he  had  gained 
by  the  length  of  his  experience.  He 
would  also  say  that  it  was  too  soon  for 
the  noble  Lord  to  attempt  to  give  lee- 
sons  in  Parliamentary  strategy  to  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian. 
But  the  noble  Lord  had  also  been  sur- 
piised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
(.Mr.  Famell)  refraining  from  moving 
an  Amendment  upon  the  Address,  and 
thus  having  prevented  a  general  debate 
upon  the  Irish  National  queetion  being 
raised  with  a  view  to  a  division  being 
taken  on  the  subject.  Had  the  Govern- 
ment made  any  definite  propositions 
with  regard  to  Ireland  ;  had  they  laid 
down  any  definite  principles,  and  had 
they  held  out  any  hope  or  prospect  of 
a  permanent  settlement  of  the  Irish 
Question,  the  Irish  Party  would  have 
been  prepared  to  consider  those  propo- 
sals, and  to  have  arrived  at  a  contusion 
whether  those  prq[)OSBls  vere  satiafiu:- 
tory  or  not.  The  Gtovemment,  however, 
had  made  no  proposals  whatever.  The 
paragraph  in  the  Queen's  Speech  was 
simply  a  blunt  and  an  emphatic  "No." 
That  paragraph,  therefore,  m  the  opiiu<A 
of  the  Itieh  Party,  ofi'ered  no  fit  materials 
for  a  debate.  The  effective  answer  to 
a  blunt  and  emphatic  "No"  was  not 
action  in  that  House,  but  organization 
outside.  The  noble  Lord  had  pointed 
to  the  example  set  by  O'Oonnell  as  one 
to  be  followed  by  the  Irish  Members ; 
but  that  example  was  set  a  long  tiffld 
ago,  when  the  Irish  Party  was  in  a  very 
djffeieut  position  from  that  which  it  at 
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I resent  held,  and  when  the  science  of 
rish  political  action  had  not  advanced 
to  the  point  now  attained.  Moreover, 
the  GneX  saocess  of  O'Oonnell  vras  not 
such  as  to  tempt  the  present  Irish  Party 
to  foUoT  his  example.  And  he  thought 
that  no  hon.  Memher  who  heard  him 
would  question  the  aocuracj'  of  what  he 
said  when  he  asserted  that  the  present 
Trish  Leader  had  proved  himself  to  be  a 
man  of  original  faculty.  He  had  shown, 
by  his  manner  of  dealing  with  circum- 
stances, that  he  was  a  man  who  used  his 
faculties  with  sigaal  success ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  might  be  absolved  fromfollowiDg 
in  all  respects  (he  example  of  O'Connell, 
and  especially  he  might  be  pardoned 
for  declining  such  advice  when  it  came 
from  a  British  Minister.  Another  reason 
why  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had  re- 
frained from  moving  an  Amendment  to 
the  Address  upon  the  present  occasion 
was  that  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Tiotbiui  had  repeatedly  afhrmed,  with 
the  consent  of  the  country  and,  as  ho 
believed,  of  all  reasonable  Englishmen, 
that  he  was  favourable  to  the  settlement 
of  the  claim  of  the  Irish  nation  to  have 
a  national  Legislature,  provided  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire,  the  supremacy  of 
the  Orown,  and  the  authority  of  this 
Parliament  to  wield  the  requisite  supre- 
macy were  respected.  They  knew  of  no- 
thing in  the  desires  of  the  Irish  people, 
they  knew  of  nothing  in  the  proposals 
which  had  up  to  the  present  been  placed 
before  them,  which  were  inconsistent 
with  the  securities  demanded  by  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  told  them,  moreover,  that  the 
study  of  this  question,  unutterably  grave, 
had  been,  and  was,  his  daily  and  nightly 
care.  Well,  they  desired— and  no  one 
wpald  deny  the  reasonableness  of  the 
desire— to  allow  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  complete  his  studies.  They  de- 
sired to  allow  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
time  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  on  this 
question  with  deliberation,  and  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  stating  that  con- 
clusion, when  the  proper  time  had 
arrived,  with  duo  de&niteness.  And 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
prepared  to  state  to  the  House  and  to 
the  country  the  conclusion  at  which  he 
had  arrived,  the  time  would  have  come 
when  the  Government  would  be  some- 
what in  the  frame  of  mind  of  the  hero 
of  a  fanciful  anecdote  of  a  country- 
man of  his  (Mr.  Sexton's)  who  was  said 


to  be  "blue-moulded  for  want  of  a 
beating."    Upon  this  question  the  Go- 
vernment w  ere  the  cb  alien  gers,  and 
they  must  recollect  that  the  challenged 
had  always  a  right  to  the  choice  of 
weapons.   It  was  for  tlxem  to  say  whe- 
ther they  would  proceed  by  means  of  a 
division  on  the  Address  or  by  some 
other  method  which,  though  less  direct, 
might  be  more  effectual.   It  was  quite 
plain  to  them  that  this  paragraph  in  the 
Speech  was  not  intended  so  much  as  a 
declaration  of  opinion  as  for  coaxing 
either  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  or  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers into  the  presentation  of  a  measure. 
In  regard  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork,  he  would  say  that  his  hon. 
Friend  was  now  bpginning  to  be  rather 
too  old  a  bird  to  be  caught  by  a  certain 
familiar  method ;  and,  even  if  he  were 
not  an  old  bird  in  politics,  the  chaff  in 
this  case  had  been  spread  in  an  exceed' 
ingly  artless  manner.  The  Government 
expected  that  the  Irish  Members  would 
propose  an  Amendment  on  the  subject. 
When  coercion  was  proposed,  and  when 
the  Government  came  forward  with 
their  Bills,  they,  or  their  Successors, 
would  be  left  under  no  mistake  for  a 
single  moment  as  to  the  intention  of  the 
Irish  Members  to  resist  such  an  attempt 
to  injure  and  insult  their  people.  They 
would  fight  every  Inch  of  ground  along 
which  the  measure  would  have  to  pass 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  They 
would  fight  it  by  eveiy  means  at  present 
known  to  Parliamentary  usage,  and 
.every  means  their  future  study  of  Par- 
liamentary usage  would  enable  them  to 
conceive.   Whue,  however,  they  were 
ready  to  fight  positive  proposals,  they 
were  not  prepared  to  hang  a  debate  on 
a  contingency,  and  to  go  to  a  division 
on  a  "  when  "  or  an    if."   The  truth 
wa«  that  lie  pitied  the  Government  more 
than  he  blamed  them.   He  believed 
that  they  had  good  intentions  last  week ; 
but  those  intentions  had  disappeared 
under  the  pressure  of  circumstances. 
The  right  Hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  House  had,  of  course,  to  bear  .in 
mind  that  he  had  arrayed  in  the  ranks 
of  his  Party  a  certain  poisonous  element 
in  the  shape  of  18  Irish  Tories,  and  that 
nine  English  constituencies  had  done 
him  the  ill-service  of  returning  Irish 
Tories  to  the  House.    Everyone  knew 
that  Ireland  needed  remedial  measures ; 
yet  if  the  (Government  proposed  a  speck 
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or  an  atom  of  remedy  for  Irish  grieT- 
ances  about  27  Irish  Tories,  sitting  for 
English  as  well  as  for  Irish  constituen- 
cies, would  desert  their  Party.  ["No ! "] 
"No,"  they  said  !  "Why,  he  saw  a  Gen- 
tleman, an  Irish  ex-offioial  of  undoubted 
military  spirit,  opposite  him  (Mr.  John- 
ston), who  had  proclaimed  over  and  over 
again  that  upon  the  day  that  Home 
Bule  was  passed — they  should  remem- 
ber with  the  consent  of  this  Parliament 
— that  he  and  his  valorous  followers 
would  line  with  rifles  every  ditch  from 
Belfast  to  tiie  Bo3rne.  They  all  knew 
that  the  cardinal  article  of  this  Gentle- 
man's creed — an  article  which  threw 
into  the  most  complete  inaigni6oance 
the  Thirty-nine  Articles  —  was  that 
rather  than  allow  Home  Bule  for  Ire- 
land they  would  kick  the  Queen's  Grown 
into  the  Boyue.  Irish  rebels  might  in 
former  days  have  been  found  in  the  Na- 
tionalist ranks ;  but  Irish  rebels  were  to- 
day enshrined  in  the  ranks  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Party.  What  did  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bristol 
think  of  gentlemen  who  were  capable 
of  insulting  the  Hoyal  dignity  by  kick- 
ing the  Queen's  Crown  into  the  Boyne  ? 

Mb.  JOHNSTON:  I  never  eaid  so. 
I  rise  to  Order,  Sir.  I  never  made  such 
a  statement. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  have  a  full  opportunity  after- 
vrards  of  combating  any  statement  made 
by  the  hon.  Member.  He  is  out  of 
Order  in  interrupting. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON  :  I  never  said  so. 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  continue  in  that 
House  the  habit  of  indiscipline  which 
led  to  bis  severance  from  official  life 
in  Ireland.  He  never  said  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  used  that  specific 
language ;  but  he  did  assert  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  repeatedly  declared 
that  if  Home  Kule  were  passed  he  and 
his  friends  would  line  every  ditch  from 
Belfast  to  the  Boyne  with  rifles.  [Mr. 
JoHHSTON  :  Hear,  hear!]  Consequently, 
he  could  not  perceive  the  practical  point 
of  the  hoD.  Gentleman's  contradiction. 
It  rather  appeared  fo  him  to  be  based 
on  s  fine  distinction,  like  those  points 
of  Calvinistio  doctrines  which  caused 
very  violent  discussions  inside  the  fold, 
hut  the  meaning  of  which  was  not  very 
clear  to  outsiders.  It  was  very  sad  to 
see  these  rowdy  supporters  of  disunion 
springing  up  in  the  ranks  of  the  ''Loyal 
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minority."  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Bristol  was  well  aware 
that  if  he  were  to  propose  the  smallest 
and  most  contemptible  measure  of  re- 
form he  and  his  Government  would  im- 
mediately die  of  an  "internal  disorder." 
On  the  other  hand,  he  believed  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  oould  not  propose 
coercion,  for  the  common-sense  of  tiie 
country  would  reject  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  only  go  on  doing  no- 
thing, and  for  that  reason  he  from  his 
heart  rather  miieA  than  blamed  the 
Government.  Me  denied  that  any  ease 
had  been  made  out  for  coercion.  In  the 
Queen's  Speech  reference  was  made  to 
the  absence  of  serious  crime  in  Ireland. 
The  Grand  Juries,  the  Constitutional 
pilots  of  coercion,  had  been  silent ;  not 
one  word  had  fallen  from  the  Judicial 
Bench  to  intimate  that  witnesses  would 
not  come  forward  or  that  juries  were 
unwilling  to  find  verdicts.  Indeed,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  showed  himself 
that  the  ordinary  law  was  amply  suffi- 
cient to  deal  with  the  existing  state  of 
afl'airs.  Only  a  few  days  ago  two 
Judges  in  Ireland  refused  to  change 
the  venue  in  a  certain  case,  and  stated 
that  their  knowledge  of  the  verdicts 
found  by  the  juries  in  that  and  other 
counties  did  not  entitle  them  to  do  what 
they  were  asked.  The  only  claim  for 
coercion  rested  upon  the  charge  of 
"  Boycotting."  He  would  solemnly  tell 
the  House  that  "Boycotting,"  though  it 
had  its  grave  and  condemnable  aspects, 
was,  in  lact,  a  safety-valve  against  out- 
rage. He  would  prove  it  in  a  few  words. 
The  condition  of  things  in  Ireland  was 
this — that  the  bulk  of  the  small  occu- 
piers had  cleared  themselves  of  their 
last  penny  —  sometimes  selling  their 
stock,  sometimes  their  very  furniture- 
two  or  three  years  ago,  in  order  to  gain 
the  advantage  of  the  Arrears  Act. 
They  robbed  themselves  of  the  last 
penny  th^  had  in  the  world  in  order 
to  procure  a  clean  slate;  but  in  the 
years  which  had  elapsed  since  then  the 
value  of  every  staple  of  agricultural 
produce  had  gone  down  upon  the  aver- 
age all  round  about  40  per  cent.  He 
could  assure  the  House  that  the  mnall 
farmer  in  Ireland  was  not  able  at  the 
present  moment  to  get  for  his  produce 
all  round  within  40  per  cent  of  what  he 
could  have  got  when  the  judicial  rents 
began  to  be  fixed.  The  tenants  oould 
not  pay  the  judid^  rents  this  year— it 
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was  impoesible.  KogUsIi  Qentlemen 
who  listened  to  him  knew  the  truth  of 
what  he  said.  Thej  had  reason  to  know 
the  gravity  and  reality  of  the  agricul- 
tural depression.  They  knew  that  they 
themselves  had  cut  down  their  house- 
holds and  retrenched  their  ezpensea ; 
that  some  of  them  had  parted  with  their 
town  housGB,  and  in  various  ways  had 
practised  a  rigid  economy  in  order,  in 
obedience  to  Uie  dictates  of  their  own 
consciences  and  public  opinion,  to  make 
abatements  to  their  tenants.  He  had 
seen  many  remissions  of  50  per  cent. 
IrVas  it  not  strange  that  English  gentle- 
men, who  had  shown  so  generous  a  re- 
gard for  their  tenants,  who  themselves 
were  often  men  of  capital  able  to  bear 
a  strain  as  well  as  the  landlords,  should 
unite  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
nying similar  rights  to  Ireland  with  a 
body  of  hard  driven  and  unscrupulous 
Irish  landlords,  who  refused  to  give  any 
abatement  ?  The  Duke  of  Devonshire 
had  given  an  abatement  of  20  per  cent 
to  his  Irish  tenants,  and  another  great 
English  landlord  in  Ireland  had  given 
a  similar  abatement ;  but  in  these  cases 
the  Iriah  tenants  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  under  landlords  whose  instincts 
were  guided,  and  whose  conduct  was 
governed,  by  the  usages  of  English  life. 
But  what  was  very  strange  to  him  was 
this — that  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
having  given  this  abatement  of  20  per 
cent,  and  thereby  admitted  the  urgent 
pressure  of  the  Irish  agricultural  crisis, 
should  have  accepted  association  with  the 
landlords  who  were  refusing  abatements, 
and  had  placed  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  extermination  association,  and  given 
countenance  to  the  deputations  which 
waited  on  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury  to 
urge  either  that  the  Irish  tenants  should 
be  compelled  this  winter  to  pay  unre- 
duced rents  vhilo  parting  with  every 
shilliog  they  had  for  food,  or  for  dealing 
with  their  laud  this  year,  or  else  that 
they  should  be  turned  out  of  their  hold- 
ings, and  the  landlords  enabled  to  break 
the  tenancy.  He  was  glad  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Qlad- 
stonc)  was  present  to  hear  him ;  and  he 
would  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  real  object  of  this  cry  for  co- 
ercion was  to  enable  the  landlords  to 
break  the  tenancies  created  by  the  Land 
Act  of  1831 ;  to  enable  these  rack- 
renting  and  unscrupulous  landlords, 
vith  miLL^nM  of  debt  round  their 


necks,  to  immorally  and  flagrantly  evade 
the  responsibilities  and  duties  placed 
upon  them  by  the  solemn  fiat  of  the 
law.  These  purblind  landlords  were 
all  in  favour  of  the  Legislative  Union. 
The  Legislative  Union,  indeed  !  Why, 
the  Legislative  Union  had  ruined  them. 
It  took  them  away  from  their  own 
country  into  competition  with  the  land- 
lords of  England.  It  bad  sent  them 
out  upon  a  wild  goose  chase  of  oompe- 
tition  in  the  cost  and  expense  of  Hfe 
with  a  for  wealthier  set  of  men  than 
themselves.  A(^r  85  years  the  conse- 
quences of  that  course  were  seen.  They 
saw  this  set  of  poor  extravagant  Irish 
landlords,  with  two-thirds  of  the  fee- 
simple  value  of  their  land  in  the  hands 
of  English  money-lenders,  engaged  in 
the  idle  attempt  socially  to  compete  with 
the  landlords  of  England.  Was  it  be- 
cause three  generations  of  these  spend- 
thrifts found  themselves  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  were  generically  termed  the 
Jews,  that  when  they  had  got  to  this 
desperate  pass  they  were  to  be  enabled 
to  extract  their  unabated  rents  for  the 
purpose  of  endeavouring  to  meet  en- 
gagements contracted  by  their  own  folly 
and  their  own  vice  ?  That  was  the  re^ 
case  for  coercion  in  Ireland.  As  to 
"  Boycotting,"  if  it  was  not  for  the  com- 
paratively moderate  means  which  it 
placed  in  men's  hands  for  vindicating 
public  opinion  against  those  whom  the 
people  of  Ireland  considered  to  be  public 
enemies,  it  would  not  be  within  the 
power  of  law  or  government  to  limit 
outrage.  The  force  of  "Boycotting" 
lay  in  the  universality  of  that  public 
opinion.  When  landlords  persisted  in 
heaping  law  costs  upon  indigent  tenants, 
thrust  out  tenants  for  the  non-payment 
of  impossible  rents  in  order  to  break  their 
tenancy  and  obtain  once  moro  the  arbi- 
trary ownership  of  the  land,  he  said 
that  the  people  of  the  country  having  no 
power  to  make  the  law  for  themselves, 
and  finding  their  Representatives  in  the 
House  of  Commons  always  overbome 
and  often  insulted,  were  morally  justified 
so  far  as  they  could  in  making  public 
opinion  and  their  consciences  stand  in 
the  place  of  the  law.  They  were  justi- 
fied in  refusing  association,  in  refusing 
dealing,  with  anyone  who  availed  him- 
self of  an  alien  law.  He  would  tell 
the  Hoiue,  once  for  all,  that  there  was 
only  one  way  of  ending  *'  Boycot- 
ting" in  Ireland.   It  was  an  impalpable 
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evil,  which  waa  the  growth  of  public 
opinion.  So  long  as  laws  were  main- 
tained in  Ireland  which  the  people  knew 
to  be  unjust,  which  they  saw  to  be  an 
agency  for  their  extermination  and  for 
driving  them  from  their  homes  and  their 
country,  they  would  say  that  as  between 
English  law  and  their  own  self-preser- 
vation it  was  thoir  duty  to  make  their 
public  opinion  felt  as  far  as  they  could. 
The  only  way  to  prevent  the  formation 
of  that  public  opinion  was  to  confide  the 

?ower  and  responsibility  of  making 
rieh  law  to  the  hands  of  Irishmon, 
thereby  giving  the  best  security  that  the 
law  should  be  administered  satisfactorily. 
The  Nationalist  Members  felt  that  they 
had  a  position  of  growing  influence  and 
of  gathering  streugtb.     Attempts  had 
been  made  to  minimize  the  National 
success  of  the  General  Election  in  Ire- 
land ;  but  he  thought  tbat  the  Gentle- 
men who  listened  would  agree  with  him 
that  wherever  that  NaUonal  success 
might  be  questioned,  it  was  not  doubted 
in  the  House  of  Commons.    They  were 
five-sixths  of  the  Members  from  Ireland, 
and  they  represented  five-sixths  of  the 
population.  ["No!"]  Unquestionably. 
["No !  "]  An hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
who  looked  studious,  but  who  was  not 
well-informed,  said  "No!  "  He  invited 
that  bon.  Member  to  go  to  any  record 
he  liked  and  add  up  the  population  in 
the  85  seats  they  had  won,  and  ho  would 
find  that  the  total  generally  represented 
five-sixths  of  the  population.  He  invited 
him  further  to  add  up  tho  electors  of 
these  85  constituencies,  and  he  would 
find  that  those  electors  generally  repre- 
sinted  five-sixths  of  the  electors  of  Ire- 
land.   Another  fact  was  one  that  £ag- 
lish  gentlemen  who  knew  how  fow  seats 
were  uncontested  in  Great  Britain  would 
hear  with  interest.    Out  of  the  101  seats 
—counties  and  boroughs — in  Ireland  20 
fell  into  the  Nationalists'  possession 
without  contest.    The  House  would 
perceive  the  significance  of  that.  All 
the  contests  against  the  Nationalists 
were  managed  by  a  central  bureau — 
the  silk  mercers,  he  understood,  gave 
X1,000— and  it  had  ample  funds.  They 
had  the  authority  of  Viscount  de  Yesci, 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  so-called  Loyal 
and  Patriotic  League,  that  those  con- 
tests were  inaugurated  and  carried  on 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  every  man  in 
favour  of  upholding  the  Legislative  Union 
between  Iceland  and  Great  Britain  an 
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opportunity  of  voting.  Why  did  they  not 
give  this  opportunity  in  these  20  seats? 
It  was,  he  presumed,  because  there  were 
no  men  there  who  wanted  to  record  their 
votes  in  favour  of  the  Legislative  Union. 
They  fought  68  contests  with  anti-Na- 
tionalists. Well,  in  the  four  Divisions 
of  the  county  Tipperary  the  Nation- 
alists polled  16,000  Totes,  the  upholders 
of  the  Legislative  Union  polled  in  the 
four  Divisions  800.  In  South -West 
Meath  the  so-called  Loyalists  polled  200; 
in  South  Cork,  195 ;  in  South  Galway. 
164.  [Mr.  Bbodbick:  East  Antrim.] 
Viscount  de  Vesoi  was  confident  that 
every  man  who  was  in  favour  of  up- 
holding the  Legislative  Union  would 
come  forward  and  vote.  In  East  Gal- 
way, 133  voted;  in  North  Kildare,  174; 
in  North  Mayo,  131 ;  in  Mid  Cork,  106; 
in  South  Mayo,  75  ;  and  in  Eaet  Kerry, 
30.  Out  of  68  contests  in  which  they 
engaged,  in  only  10  did  they  poll  over 
1,000  votes ;  while  the  average  vote  for 
a  successful  National  candidate  was  in 
every  case  4.000  or  5,000  votes.  When 
he  heard  talk  of  intimidation  and  illegal 
act4  connected  with  tiiie  elections,  he 
asked  how  came  it  to  pass  that  after 
this  ridiculous  result,  after  this  proof 
that  the  anti-National  Party  of  Ireland 
had  no  appreciable  existence,  how  came 
it  to  pass  tbat  not  a  single  election  had 
been  questioned  by  an  Election  Peti- 
tion ?  Well,  he  would  ask  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  what  was  the  definition 
of  a  real  contest  ?  It  was  a  contest  in 
which  each  side  had  at  least  some 
chance  of  winning.  Now,  was  it  ex- 
pected that  people  at  sham  contests 
would  have  behaved  as  they  would  at 
real  contests?  Many  National  voters 
were  old  and  feeble  and  were  very  poor, 
and  the  magistrates  and  the  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland  took  good  care  not  to 
extend  facilities  for  polling  in  propor- 
tion to  the  extent  of  the  franchise ;  and 
yet,  though  the  proportion  of  the  voting 
was  so  great  as  it  was,  it  had  been  sag- 
gestod  by  an  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
that  there  had  been  abstentions.  He 
knew  of  poor  men  in  hia  Divirion  of 
Sligo,  badly  clothed  and  badly  fed,  who 
walked  in  ^e  most  inclement  day  of  the 
week  for  over  20  miles  in  order  to  re- 
cord their  votes,  and  that,  of  course, 
was  a  sham  contest  where  he  received 
5,000  and  the  other  man  got  500,  and 
everybody  knew  from  the  beginning 
that  the  seat  was  von.   He  never  saw 
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anything  like  the  eagemeae  of  the 
ToterB  to  exercise  the  franchise.  He 
knew  what  he  was  talking  of,  for  he 
was  a  candidate  in  two  elections,  in  one 
of  which  he  was  defeated  by  35  TOtes. 
He  knew  of  a  large  number  of  cases 
that  proved  beyond  doubt  the  eagerness 
of  the  people  to  exercise  their  votes. 
Daring  his  unsuccosaful  contest  in  the 
town  of  Belfast,  a  dying  man  when  told 
that  he  could  not  go  to  tho  poll  replied, 
that  if  only  he  could  record  his  vote  for 
the  National  Party  his  death  would  be 
a  matter  of  no  concern.  Another  man, 
aged  91,  proposed  to  walk  seven  miles 
to  vote,  and  did  actually  walk  four  be- 
fore he  could  obtain  a  seat  in  a  convey- 
ance. Even  the  police  admitted  to  him 
at  the  booths  that  at  other  elections  the 
difficulty  was  to  bring  up  voters ;  but  in 
this  case  it  was  impossible  to  hold  them 
back ;  but  he  noticed  in  the  deputation 
whioh  recently  waited  on  the  Marquess 
of  Salisbury,  that  a  flf^^nt  falsehood 
was  placed  ia  the  forefront  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. ["No!"]  Tee;  that  was  the 
fact.  In  the  progress  of  reform  the 
transition  of  the  party  of  tyranny  was 
generally  from  brute  force  to  lies.  When 
brute  force  failed,  they  resorted  to  false- 
hood. It  was  their  last  card  in  the 
pack.  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  was 
told  that  owing  to  intimidation  (though 
there  was  no  Petition)  one-third  of  the 
voters  outside  Ulster  did  not  go  to  the 
poll.  Now,  could  they  have  common 
patience  with  that.  Could  statements 
such  as  those  be  listened  to  with  patience 
when  he  said'  that  in  Ulster,  Leinster, 
and  Gonnaught,  with  51  contests,  the 
total  number  of  votes  in  the  three  Pro- 
vinces reaehed  300,000?  Striking  out 
the  constitnwcies  where  there  were  no 
contested  elections,  and  where  there 
could  be  no  appetd,  and  which,  there- 
fore, should  be  thrown  out  of  account, 
the  proportion  of  electors  who  actually 
came  up  to  poll  in  the  contested  Divi- 
sions in  three  Provinces  was  75  per  cent, 
not  including  spoiled  votes.  "Would 
anyone  say  that  there  was  iutimtdation 
in  London?  Yet,  in  the  London  bo- 
roaghs  the  proportion  of  voters  was  74 
per  cent,,  whilst  the  percentage  all  over 
Ireland  was  75.  Now,  would  anyone 
have  the  hardihood — though  he  knew 
that  was  the  chief  stock-in-trade  of 
some  Gentlemen  opponte— wonld  any 
one  nrt  up  and  say,  uter  that  oonolusive 
proof  that  Irelana  went  to  the  poU  more 


numerously  than  London,  that  intimi- 
dation kept  any  number  away  ?  There 
were  six  contests  in  Dublin,  fonr  of 
whioh  were  shams,  two  were  real.  That 
was,  there  were  two  contests  in  whioh 
the  anti-Nationalists  might  have  been 
supposed  to  have  a  ohauce ;  but  four 
were  places  in  which  his  hon.  Friends 
could  not  be  beaten.  But  iu  the  two 
cases  where  there  were  contests  the 
voting  was  80  per  cent,  and  that  in 
a  place  where,  if  they  wished  to  inti- 
midate, and  could  have  done  so,  they 
would,  doubtless,  have  been  supposed 
to  perform  the  operation.  Out  of  68 
contests  whioh  the  Nationalists  fought 
they  were  beaten  in  four  only;  and 
when  he  told  the  House  that  one  of 
these  seats  was  taken  from  them  by 
a  majority  of  27  out  of  nearly  4,000^ 
and  in  his  own  case  that  he  was  beaten 
by  35  out  of  8,000,  he  thought  it  would 
be  seen  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
who  sat  for  these  constituencies  in  Bel- 
fast and  Derry  were  not  safe  in  their 
possessions ;  and  he  might  quote  for 
their  comfort  the  words  of  Macbeth— 
"  To  be  thuB  18  nothing ;  but  to  be  safely  thus." 
If  they  drew  a  line  round  Antrim  and 
around  two-thirds  of  Down,  they  would 
have  brought  the  anti-National  Party 
within  a  paddock.  So  that  it  was  ap- 
parent that  the  anti-National  Party  in 
Ireland  had  no  longer  any  practical 
standing.  As  to  the  charge  of  intimi- 
dation, in  the  10  contests  between  Libe- 
rals and  Tories  where  the  Nationalists 
had  no  interest,  the  total  poU  was  78 
per  cent  of  the  r^fister.  Where,  then, 
was  the  intimidation  ?  But  in  the  two 
cases  where  they  had  a  real  contest  the 
poll  was  80  per  cent ;  and  now,  to  cap 
the  climax  and  crown  the  argument,  he 
would  point  out  that  in  the  four  Ulster 
contests,  where  they  were  beaten,  and 
where  they  had  supreme  reason  for  inti- 
midation if  they  could,  and  were  it 
lawful,  in  these  four,  so  full  and  free 
was  the  election  that  the  voters  num- 
bered 90  per  cent  of  the  register.  "Well, 
if  that  was  not  a  conclusive  case  he  did 
not  know  what  was.  He  had  proved 
that  where  the  fight  was  real  the  voting 
went  up,  and  that  the  vote  was  lower 
when  they  were  not  concerned.  He 
hoped  that  the  House  would  not  in 
ftitiire  be  troubled  or  irritated  by  at- 
tempt to  minimize  the  effect  of  the  Na- 
tionalist victory  at  the  last  General  Elec- 
tion.   Oonsidwing  the  poverty  of  the 
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people,  and  the  distance  they  had  to 
travel  to  record  their  votes,  there  never 
was  an  iostauce  of  such  a  manifestation 
of  complete  conHdence  in  a  Parliamen- 
tary Party  as  was  afforded  by  the  results 
of  the  latit  General  Election  in  Ireland. 
If  the  verdict  then  given  by  the  Irish 
people  could  not  gain  for  Ireland  Par- 
liamentary freedom,  he  feared  that  no 
Party  means  could  gain  it.  It  was  for 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
who  he  hoped  would  eoon  have  Minu- 
terial  responBibility,  to  consider  whe- 
ther he  would  make  himself  a  partici- 
pator in  the  folly  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, who,  while  friendly  to  the  rising 
in  arms  of  the  Boumeliau  people,  ap- 
peared to  think  that  a  groat  Constitu- 
tional movement  was  to  bo  dospised  and 
contemned  because  it  was  in  a  country 
within  the  British  Empire.  They,  the 
Irish  Members,  were  not  called  on  in 
this  stage  to  define  the  means  of  satis- 
fying the  demands  of  the  Irish  people. 
It  was  for  them  to  state  the  grievance  ; 
it  was  for  the  Government,  with  its  re- 
Boarces  of  statesmanship,  to  find  these 
means.  It  had  been  shown  that  during 
the  last  85  years  since  the  Union  the 
population  of  Ireland  had  decayed  and 
laUen  awfi^,  while  that  of  every  other 
oountxy  had  increased;  that  land  had 
fallen,  and  wu  falling,  out  of  cultiva- 
tion ;  that  distress  and  poverty  were  in- 
creasing; that  famine  was  becoming 
more  frequent  and  periodic,  and  that 
discontent  and  the  convulsion  of  society 
were  increasing.  "When  these  facta  were 
established  the  functions  of  the  Irish 
Members  were  discharged,  their  duty 
was  done.  Those  who  had  the  responsi- 
bility as  woU  as  the  power  of  Govern- 
ment knew  well  that  within  the  bounds 
of  the  British  Empire  there  were  a  score 
or  so  of  Parliaments,  and  that,  never- 
theless, the  integrity  of  the  Empire  still 
existed ;  the  Government  must  be  versed 
in  the  framing  and  revising  of  Oonsti- 
tutions;  thejr  must  be  acquainted  with 
the  oonstructioa  of  these  various  Parlia- 
ments, and  with  the  securities  estab- 
lished to  prevent  these  Parliaments 
transgressing  proper  bounds.  They  had 
agents  in  every  country,  and  could  exa- 
mine the  duality  of  Austria  and  Hun- 
gary,  of  Norway  and  Sweden,  of  Fin- 
land with  Hussia;  they  could  consider 
the  ^reat  Federation  of  the  German 
Empire,  and  the  miniature  Federation 
of  Switserland.  It  was  for  the  GoTern- 
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ment,  with  these  details  in  their  hands, 
to  inform  themselves  and  cull  and  select 
from  those  various  precedents  that  sys- 
tem of  check  and  counter-check,  of 
balance  and  counterpoise,  by  which  free- 
dom might  be  granted  the  people  of 
Ireland,  and  the  integrity  of  the  Empire 
at  the  same  time  protected.    It  was 
absurd  and  delusive  to  pretend  that  the 
integrity  of  the  Empire,  the  supremacy 
of  the  Grown,  or  the  authority  of  the 
Empire  were  imperilled  or  (wled  in 
question  by  the  wishes  or  neceesities  of 
the  Irish  people.   The  supremacy  of  the 
Crown  was  never  called  in  question.  It 
remained  unaffected  in  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment  that   previously  existed.  The 
supremacy  of  the  Crown  was,  in  fact, 
altogether  outside  the  scope  of  the  ques- 
tion.  The  supremacy  of  this  Parlia- 
ment required  no  guarantee ;  and  he 
would  tell  them  that  the  ooly  permanent 
guarantee  rested  in  the  satisfaction  of 
the  people.    Let  them  only  consider  the 
effect  of  arbitrary  coercion.  Nothing 
but  discooteot  and  opposition  could  be 
I'oU  towards  the  insulting  rule  of  alien 
officials.    Let  them  contrast  that  with 
the  6tate  of  affairs  which  woold  ensue  if 
the  laws  for  Ireland  were  made  by 
Irishmen,  and  if  the  Irish  people  were 
sensible  that  the  law  deserved  their 
respect  and  obedience  because  it  was 
framed  with  a  view  to  their  wishes 
and   necessities,  where,  then,  would 
be  the   danger   to  the  integrity  of 
the  Empire  ?    As   to   the  authority 
of  this  Parliament,  had  they  not  all  the 
authority  necessary  for  the  supremacy  of 
the  Ci^wn — the  authority  that  was  in- 
herent in  them  ?   The  Act  of  1782  was 
repealed — foully,  shamefully,  and  cor- 
ruptly repealed— in  1800  by  this  Parlia- 
ment.   It  must,  therefore,  be  obvious 
that  if  at  any  future  time  they  found  that 
the  existence  of  an  Lrish  Parliament  en- 
dangered the  supremacy  of  the  Crown  or 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire  this  operation 
could  be  repeated.   He  called  upon  theoi 
to  believe  him  when  he  said  that  if  they 
looked  around,  if  they  considered  the 
numhers  of  the  Irish  race,  if  they  con* 
sidered  their  growth  and  power  in  other 
lands  ;  their  growing  influence  in  Eng- 
land, in  the  Colonies  and  dependencies, 
of  this  country  and  in  other  countries ; 
if  they  took  into  account  and  into  their 
miuds  the  persistent  and  unquenchable 
determination  of  that  race  to  procure  the 
freedom  of  their  country ;  il  they  al«o 
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remembered  the  growing  complications 
of  British,  interests  in  various  parts  of 
the  world,  and  the  ease  with  which  such 
complications  might  be  affected  and  dis- 
turbed, the  growth  of  military  spirit  in 
Europe  and  other  parts  of  the  world, 
they  would,  he  thought,  agree  with  him 
that  the  danger  to  the  integrity  of  the 
British  Empire  would,  as  far  as  Ireland 
was  concerned,  lie  in  a  dogged  persever- 
ance in  the  fatal—the  now  anawronistic 
— fallacy  of  keeping  at  their  doors  a  dis- 
contented country  and  a  oonrulsed 
society ;  and  that  'so  far  as  Ireland  was 
concerned  the  permanent,  and  sole  per- 
manent, safety,  both  for  the  integrity  of 
the  Empire  and  the  supremacy  of  the 
Crown,  lay  in  boldly,  courageously,  and 
irankly  approaching  the  question,  and 
once  for  all  giving  a  safe  and  rational 
measure  of  freedom  to  the  Irish  people. 
He  would  not  be  drawn  for  a  moment 
from  these  grave  questions  before  them 
hy  any  speeches  that  had  been  made  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  into  any  idle 
or  bitter  discussion.  He  would  only  say 
that  the  peculiar  qualities  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite  (Major 
Sanndeison)  were  rather  thrown  away  on 
that  House.  That  House  liked  to  hear 
a  little  argument.  The  House  was 
patient  and  attentive  whenever  it  heard 
a  speech  such  as  reasonable  men  might 
be  expected  to  offer,  or  reasonable 
men  to  hear  with  patience ;  but  as 
far  as  the  bon.  and  gallant  Qentle- 
man  was  concerned  his  eloquence  was 
rather  thrown  away — be  would  be  more 
at  home  in  a  ditch-lining  region.  From 
what  he  had  seen  of  the  gallant  Gentle- 
man he  wouldsay  that  he  would  probably 
have  made  an  exceedingly  presentable 
dervish.  He  would  conclude  by  saying 
that  he  had  taken  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
with  all  the  respect  that  was  due  from 
one  of  his  inexperience  to  one  of  his  great 
ability  and  experience,  the  advice  he  bad 
given  with  regard  to  the  spirit  in  which 
the  Irish  National  cause  should  be  dis- 
cusssd.  The  question  required  the  wis- 
dom of  counsel,  the  moderation  of 
thought,  and  the  forbearance  of  language 
which  had  proceeded  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman;  and  he  (Mr.  Sexton) 
was  also  mindful — and  he  believed  that 
England  as  well  as  Ireland  would  be 
mindful — of  the  prudence  and  forbear- 
anoe  and  stateemanehip  of  the  course  and 
example  set  hy  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork. 


For  bis  part,  he  had  endeavoured  to 
confine  himself  to  arguments  relevant  to 
the  question ;  and  he  thought  he  could 
say  with  some  confidence,  both  for  his 
hon.  Friends  and  himself,  that  they 
would,  with  all  that  force  that  was  in 
them,  whatever  provocation  might  be 
applied,  and  from  whatever  quarter  it 
might  come,  refrain  from  doing  any  act, 
or  from  saying  any  word,  by  which^thev 
might  compete  with  others  in  the  evil 
system  of  exciting  passion.  They  would 
say  nothing  which  could  prejudice,  or 
hamper,  or  delay  that  calm,  wise,  peace- 
ful, and  he  hoped  friendly,  settlement  of 
the  ^eat  national  and  international 
question  in  which  their  thoughts  and 
affections  were  engaged. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  surprise  felt  by 
the  House  at  the  course  taken  by  the 
Irish  Party,  that  course  could  scarcely 
have  been  anticipated.  That  House, 
which  met  a  few  days  ago  for  the  de- 
spatch of  Public  Business,  was  elected 
under  very  peculiar  circumstances.  The 
House  would  remember,  and  it  had  been 
reminded  hy  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  SHgo  (Mr.  Sexton),  that 
over  SO  Bepresentatives  for  Ireland  had 
been  returned  to  Parliament  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  with  the  object,  of  promoting 
and  effecting,  if  possible,  theseparationof 
themselves  and  their  country  from  the 
Legislative  Union  with  England  which 
now  existed.  The  speeches  made  by 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  during  that  elec- 
toral contest  were  not  ambiguous.  What 
was  claimed  by  the  hon.  Members  who 
were  returned  was  complete  and  entire 
legislative  independence,  and,  therefore, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  there 
should  be  conceded  to  Ireland  and  the 
Parliament  established  there  power  and 
authority  over  the  Irish  Executive,  and, 
with  that,  power  over  the  persons  and 
property  of  everyone  in  Ireland.  That 
programme  was  a  very  extensive  and 
exceptional  one ;  and,  when  a  Parlia- 
ment was  assembled  in  which  those  80 
Members  found  their  places,  it  would 
surely  seem  to  be  the  clear  duty  of  the 
responsible  Ministers  of  the  Crown  to 
advise  Her  Majesty  to  refer  in  some 
way  to  these  circumstances  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Sligo  had,  however, 
criticized  the  paragraph  relating  to 
LegislatiTe  Union  in  the  Speech  from 
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the  Throne,  and  he  had  called  it  un- 
uRual  and  unconstitutional.  Woll,  he 
(Mr.  Holmes)  would  admit  that  it  was 
unusual ;  but  he  denied  that  it  was  un- 
constitutional. A  paragraph  of  that 
sort,  it  was  true,  did  not  appear  in  every 
8peouh  from  the  Throne.  Indood,  it 
necessarily  appeared  in  very  few  such 
Speeches ;  because  the  state  of  circum- 
stances in  vhich  such  a  paragraph 
would  be  inserted  was  verj  excep- 
tional. When,  however,  those  very 
exceptional  circumstances  did  exist,  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  would  be  want- 
ing in  their  duty  if  they  did  not  ad- 
vise the  Queen  to  express  the  opinion 
which  they,  as  her  Advisors,  were  un- 
derstood to  entertain.  He  might  refer 
tlie  House  to  a  great  authority  upon 
Constitutional  usage.  When  a  similar 
agitation  arose  in  Ireland  more  than  50 
years  ago — and  many  hon.  Members 
were  returned  from  Ireland  pledged  to 
a  similar  programme — a  great  Constitu- 
tional aithority.  Earl  Grey,  advised  His 
Majesty  to  address  Parliament  in  lan- 
guage stroDg^r  than  any  which  was 
used  on  the  present  occasion.  These, 
then,  being  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  House  assembled,  and  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  was  delivered, 
it  might  have  been  expected  that  the 
Leader  of  this  powerful  Party  would, 
in  some  way  or  other,  bring  the  subject 
to  the  notice  of  the  House,  and  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  upon  it.  He  (Mr. 
Holmes)  would  admit  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork,  or  his  Colleagues, 
to  take  that  course  in  order  to  show  what 
their  views  were,  for  those  views  had 
been  most  distinctly  formulated  on  many 
occasions,  when  they  had  said  that  what 
they  desired  was  a  separation  from  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  For  the  same 
reason,  it  ,was  not  necessary  that  they 
should  respond  to  the  invitation  of  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Qladstone)  to  state 
what  were  their  views,  or  what  theiT 
countrymen  required.  But  he  (Mr. 
Holmes)  must  confess  he  was  surprised 
to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork,  the  Leader  of  their  powerful 
Party,  address  the  House  in  very  calm 
and  temperate  language  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  without  referring  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Legislative  Union  from 
one  end  of  his  speech  to  the  other.  He 
made  some  remarlu  on  the  Land  Laws 
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in  Ireland,  and  the  necessity  for  some 
further  legislation,  overlooking  the  fact 
that  for  the  last  five  years  the  Legisla* 
ture  had  been  employed  in  dealing  with 
that  question.  He  referred  to  the  fact 
that  some  landlords  were  just  and  others 
unjust ;  but,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  his  speech,  he  never  onoe  re- 
ferred to  the  platform  on  which  he  and 
his  Party  were  elected,  or  to  the  ques- 
tion on  which  they  took  their  stand. 
Beyond  that,  on  the  previous  evening 
two  other  hon.  Members  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  Party  had  addressed  the 
House ;  and  if  they  had  not  altogether 
abstained  from  the  subject,  they  had 
by  no  means  given  it  a  prominent  posi- 
tion in  what  they  said.  Ho  (Mr.  Holmes) 
must,  however,  confess  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  had  that  night,  to 
a  certain  extent,  relieved  the  House 
from  the  surprise  with  which  they  Us- 
tened  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork,  and  had  enabled  them  to  clearly 
understand  the  principle  and  policy  of 
the  distinguished  Leader  of  his  Party. 
He  (Mr.  Holmes)  understood  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  to  say  that  he  and  his 
Friends  were  not  sure  at  present  of  the 
course  which  might  be  taken  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  that  it  would,  therefore, 
he  premature  in  them  to  formulate  their 
demands  in  a  Besolution  until  they  saw 
what  prospect  there  was  of  that  Resolu- 
tion not  only  commanding  the  votes  of  the 
85  Irish  Members,  but  also  receiving  the 
support  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
might  ultimately  succeed  in  educating  his 
Party  to  a  greater  extent  than  he  appeared 
to  have  done  at  present.  But  there  was  no 
necessity  for  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  to  explain  what  his  policy 
and  his  views  were  on  this  subject.  Laet 
night  the  hon .  Member  for  the  Nuneaton 
Division  of  Warwickshire  (Mr.  Johns) 
had  approved  the  policy  of  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  not  opening  his  hand,  and 
had  said  that  it  was  not  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  his  Party  to  supply  views 
or  suggest  a  policy  to  ^e  Government. 
He  (Mr.  Holmes)  quite  a^eed  with  that 
proposition,  and  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  not  asked  for  any  views ;  their 
own  views  were  expressed  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  and  in  the  speeches  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  who,  in  his  speech,  bad  given  a 
temperate  and  grave  explanation,  not 
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merely  of  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  but  of  the  entire  Tory 
Party.    The  hon.  Member  for  the  Nun- 
eaton Diriaion  of  Warwickahire  seemed 
prepared  to  follow  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
wherever-he  went ;  but  it  would  be  more 
to  the  purpose  to  know  the  policy  of  the 
Leaders  of  the  Party  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  belonged,    and  that,   at  all 
events,  appeared  to  be  the  view  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northumberland  (Mr. 
Albert  Grey),  who  had  expressed  a 
desire  to  know  what  the  views  of  hie 
Leader  were,  and  a  wish  that  would,  it 
was  to  be  hoped,  be  gratified  before  the 
debate  concluded — to  hear  from  the 
noble  Marquess  opposite  (the  Marquess 
of  Hartington),  or  some  other  G-entleman 
on  the  Front  Op^iosition  Bench,  whether 
they  were  not  disposed  to  furnish  some 
little  light  and  leading  on  this,  one  of 
the  greatest  questions  ever  submitted  to 
the  House  of  Commons.     He  (Mr. 
Holmes)  would  express  the  hope  that 
the  hon.   Member  for  Northumber- 
land would  be  gratified  in  that  desire ; 
but  it  was  a  very  sHght  hope,  since 
the  condition  of  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench  from  11  at  night  to  1  o'clock 
fhat  morning  had  not  been  of  a  cha- 
racter to  lead  one  to  believe  that  there 
was  that  profound  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject which  one  would  have  supposed 
would  be  taken.   The  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  in  his  speech  set  forth  the  distinct 
issue  that  his  Party  asked,  and  would 
accept — namely,  nothing  less  than  com- 
plete legislative  independence,  free  from 
any  control  whatever.    Here  was  the 
issue,  as  to  which  there  was  no  doubt  or 
ambiguity  ;  and  if  it  could  not  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  for  those  reasons  of 
policy  which  had  been  thrown  out  from 
time  to  time,  the  day  was  not  far  distant, 
he  hoped,  when  the  country  would  know 
the  views  of  all  its  politicians  on  the 
subject.    The  paragraph  in  the  Poyal 
Speech  dealing  with  liegislative  Union 
was  not  the  only  one  dealing  with  Ire- 
land.   It  was  followed  by  another  of 
grave  importance,  requiring  most  serious 
coQsidwatioa  from  the  House.   It  re- 
presented that  the  present  social  ooudi- 
tion  of  Ireland  was  not  a  cheerful  one. 
It  painted  that  condition  in  colours  that 
must  be  called  gloomy.   The  right  hon. 
Qeutleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
in  referring  to  this  paragraph,  said  that 
he  had  not  the  mduts  of  ikaowing  what 


the  social  condition  of  Ireland  was.  He 
(Mr.  Holmes)  would  admit  that,  in  a 
question  of  that  kind.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  more  means  of  infor- 
mation than  any  independent  Member 
of  the  House;  and  he  did  not  quarrel 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  sug- 
gesting that  this  was  a  matter  for  the 
Government  to  consider  for  themselves. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  say 
that  his  mind  had  been  engaged  daily 
and  nightly  iu  considering  this  question 
for  some  time  past ;  but  he  (Mr.  Holmes) 
would  be  8ony  if  Uie  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  confined  his  attention  to  one 
single  aspect  of  the  question.  After  all, 
the  foundation  of  ail  legislation  must 
rest  on  the  social  condition  of  Ireland ; 
and,  though  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  more,  still  every  independent  Mem- 
ber must  have  much  information  on  this 
point  at  his  hand.  Then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  engaged,  and,  as 
he  (Mr.  Holmes)  thought,  honestly  en- 
gaged, from  1669,  during  the  time  he 
had  been  in  Office,  in  promoting  mea- 
sures for  Ireland.  It  must  surely  occur 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  from  time 
to  time,  to  consider  what  had  been  the 
result  of  all  his  efforts.  Avery  remark- 
able statement  had  been  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  in  the  course  of 
the  debate — namely,  that  daring  the 
past  five  years  Ireland  had  been  going 
from  bad  to  worse ;  that  discontent  had 
intreased  and  prosperity  lessened  ;  and 
yet  those  years  were  those  wherein  the 
greatest  efforts  were  made  at  concilia- 
tion. [Mr.  Sexton  :  I  said  85  years, 
not  five  years.]  At  all  events,  they 
might  take  the  last  five  years  of  special 
effort  as  typical,  during  which  time 
so  much  had  been  done  for  Ireland. 
He  should,  however,  go  a  little  more  into 
detail,  and  he  should  ask  whether  that 
debate  had  not  thrown  some  light  on 
the  matter?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  might  not 
have  made  up  his  mind ;  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northumberland  (Mr.  A. 
QTey)bad  no  difficultyon  that  point.  The 
hon.  Member  had  told  them  that  in  three 
Provinces  in  Ireland  the  only  law  recog- 
nized was  the  law  of  the  League.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Holmes)  was  not  accepting  that 
himself  in  its  broad  and  general  lines. 
Ho,  however,  asked,  what  had  they  on 
this  subject  from  the  Bepresentatives  of 
the  National  Party?  He  thought  the 
speeches  of  the  Members  for  the  Oitj  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


219  Addtmin  [COMUONS}  AntictrioMtr  220 


Cork  and  forSligo  were  very  remarkable. 
The  Houae  would  remember  what  was 
stated  ia  the  Boyal  Speech,  that  there 
was  no  marked  increase  ia  serious 
crime;  but  it  was  further  stated  that 
there  was  evidence  of  concerted  resist- 
ance to  the  enforcement  of  legal  obliga- 
tions and  also  organized  intimidation. 
Now,  he  had  followed  carefully  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Oity  of  Oork,  who,  in  referring  to  the 
many  branches  of  the  National  League, 
Bud  strong  efforts  were  made  by  the 
Central  Authority  to  keep  those  branches 
within  legal  and  proper  bounds.  He 
(Mr.  Holmes)  would  admit  that  those 
efforts  had  been  made ;  but  the  hon. 
Member  had  not  told  the  House  how 
the  efforts  were  received  by  the  local 
branches,  and  whether  they  were  suc- 
cessful. [Mr.  T.  C.  HARRiifGTON :  They 
were.  ]  What  were  the  facts  ?  The  Na- 
tional League  had  been  growing  steadily 
for  some  years ;  indeed,  from  1883,  when 
it  stood  at  242,  until.at  the  end  of  1884, 
it  had  592  branches.  In  July  last  it 
had  over  800  branches,  and  on  the  31st 
of  December  it  had  1,280  branches, 
l^"  Hear,  hear !  "1  He  was  quite  pre- 
pared for  those  cheers.  He  knew  that 
it  was  their  anxiety  and  wish  to  increase 
this  organization ;  and,  further,  the 
House  had  been  told,  in  the  most  dis- 
tinct terms,  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo,  that  the  League  intended  to  con- 
tinue its  work  until  the  Irish  Party  had 
carried  their  great  object,  an  indepen- 
dent Le^slature.  Indeed,  he  was  very 
much  mistaken  if  a  great  portion  of  the 
hon.  Member's  remarks  was  not  a  justi- 
fication of  that  very  intimidation  con- 
demned in  the  Queen's  Speeoh,  seeing  it 
was  referred  to  by  him  as  a  safety-valve. 
What  was  the  character  of  this  concerted 
action,  this  oi^anized  intimidation  ? 
From  the  information  tiiey  had  been  able 
to  obtain  it  amounted  to  this-^that  the 
League  dictated  to  every  person  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland  what  their  course 
of  addon  should  be,  and  interfered  with 
that  individual  liberty  which  should  be 
protected  in  every  civilized  State,  and 
that  not  as  between  landlord  and  ten- 
ant alone,  but  in  every  relation  of  life. 
["No,  no!"]  He  should  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  House  by  evidence  that  that 
was  so.  Xh6  question  could  not  be  re- 
solved by  mere  statistics  of  crime.  To 
borrow  a  word  from  the  hon.  Member, 
the  operations  of  the  system  were  fre- 
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quently  intangible;  they  could  hardly 
reach  it,  or  touch  it.  They  knew  meet- 
ings were  held ;  but  they  had  no  means 
of  learning  what  was  done  at  them. 
["  Oh,  oh  !  "]  He  was  well  aware  that 
there  were  public  meetings  of  this  body; 
but  the  dangerous  action  of  this  organi- 
zation originated  not  at  the  public,  but 
at  the  private  meetings.  It  was  in  pri- 
vate houses  that  their  plana  were  carried 
out  with  regard  to  intimidation,  and  it 
was  there  uiat  the  danger  lurked,  that 
the  danger  was  to  be  found.  The  effect 
could  only  be  judged  by  combining  the 
evidence  of  certain  isolated  facts,  each  one 
small  in  itself,  and  by  the  statements  of 
those  well  acquainted  with  the  country. 
The  statements  in  the  Eoyal  Speech  were 
baaed  on  documents  prepared  by  Go- 
vernment officials.  They  were  based  on 
statements  of  those  who  had  no  power 
or  wish  to  manipulate  statistics.  They 
were  also  based  on  the  statements  of  the 
Judges,  who,  in  the  month  of  December, 
had  directed  that  the  writs  of  the  Supe- 
rior Courts  should  be  served  through  the 
post,  and  not  personally,  owing  to  the 
system  of  intimidotimi  by  these  1,200 
branches  of  the  National  League.  They 
were  also  based  upon  the  fact  that  at 
the  Licensing  Sessions  in  October  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Crown  to  oppose  the 
issue  of  licences ;  because  publicans,  by 
refusing  to  supply  persons  obnoxious 
to  the  League,  failed  to  fulfil  the  obliga- 
tions attaching  to  their  licence.  He 
might  also  refer  to  the  remarkable  case 
of  the  "  Boycotting  "  of  the  Oork  Steam 
Packet  Company.  That  was  once  a 
prosperous  and  wealthy  concern ;  but 
because  they  carried  out  their  obligations 
as  common  carriers  to  an  Association, 
they  had  been  almost  ruined  and  brought 
to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  ["Hear, 
hear ! "]  The  cheers  of  hon.  Members 
showed  that  they  approved  of  that.  It 
was  unfortunate,  perhaps,  that  Her 
Majesty's  0ovemment  were  obliged  to 
say  that  they  considered  that  such  aotion 
on  the  part  of  any  organization  was  one 
which  was  contrary  to  the  first  principles 
of  law.  In  support  of  his  assertion  that 
that  organization  carried  on  its  opera- 
tions in  almost  every  part  of  the  country 
and  in  relation  to  almost  every  business 
of  life  there  was  one -piece  of  evidence 
he  would  like  to  bring  before  the  House. 
It  so  happened  that  there  was  published 
in  United  Jreland,  a  journal  conducted 
with  great  ability,  and  in  support  of  the 
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National  League,  each  week,  a  Beriee  of 
resolutions  sup^^ed  by  the  secretaries 
of  Tarioos  branches  throughout  the 
country;  and  by  reading  those  resolutions 
one  could  form  some  idea  of  the  nature 
of  the  operations  of  this  organization. 
In  a  copy  of  the  paper  for  October  94, 
he  found  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  branch 
St  Oughterard  the  following  resolution 
was  passed: — 

"  Hut  m  Tiew  of  the  present  depresnon  and 
UJX  in  the  price  of  ttock  and  fnrm  produce  we 
call  upon  the  shop  keepers  to  grant  a  redaction 
of  26  per  cent  in  all  outstanding:  dobts,  as  it  is 
imposnble  for  the  poor  tenant  fanners  to  meet 
sU  their  li&hilitieB  at  present." 

It  would  thus  be  seen  that  this  was  not 
a  matter  between  landlords  and  tenants, 
but  that  the  ordinary  shop-keepers  were 
called  upon,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
National  League,  to  make  a  reduction 
of  25  per  cent.  From  tho  same  journal, 
and  abnost  next  in  succession,  he  read 
that  at  a  meeting  at  Gaherline,  County 
limrarudc — 

*'  The  case  of  a  land-mbher,  who  had  made 
a  half-hearted  surrender  of  his  ill*gotten 

plander,  was  before  the  meeting.  It  was  re- 
solved to  exeroise  the  force  of  public  opinion 
against  him  until  a  complete  restitution  is 
made." 

What  was  the  meaning  of  a  land-^bber 
acoording  to  this  resolution  ?  It  meant 
a  man  who,  when  a  farm  was  vacant, 
chose  to  enter  into  it,  having  made  a 
contract  with  the  owner.  It  was  not 
contended  that  this  person  was  not  per- 
fectly entitled  by  the  law  to  do  so.  He 
made  a  bargain  with  the  owner  to  occupy 
the  land  for  a  certain  time  on  certain 
terms,  and  for  this  the  operations  of  the 
society  were  directed  against  him.  It 
might  be  said  that  proceedings  were 
only  taken  against  men  who  had  taken 
farms  from  which  men  had  been  evicted. 
[Mr.  T.  0.  Habkimoton  :  Unjustly 
evicted.]  But  he  (Mr.  Holmes)  main- 
tained that  men  who  took  land  year  after 
year  from  certain  landlords  were  put 
under  the  same  ban.  Again,  he  read  in 
UmiUd  Irelandy  of  NoTemoer  2 1 ,  that  the 
following  resolution  was  unanimously 
passed  at  a  meeting  held  at  Grane  and 
Urlingford : — 

"That  as  Lwd  Honntgatret's  agent,  Mr. 
Eeoogh,  has  deprived  Jamee  Herke  of  his  posi- 
tion as  gamekeeper  for  no  other  orime  than  re- 
fusing to  herd  an  evicted  fann,  wo  hereby 
umonnoa  to  all  whom  U  may  concern  that  who- 
ever grabs  Jamee  Herke's  situation  as  game- 
kBepar  shall  be  lotted  opon  as  an  ordinary  grass 


or  land-grabber,  and  that  we  use  all  lawful 
means  to  secure  that  Lord  Moontgarret's  docks 
and  groQse  shall  be  allowed  henc3orth  to  take 
care  of  tfaemselves." 

It  would  be  observed  that  this  was  not 
a  case  of  land-grabbing,  but  that  of 
taking  the  ordinary  situation  of  game- 
keeper. Here  was  a  resolution  put  and 
carried  at  a  meeting  at  £ilworth  and 
Aralen — 

"  That  we  hereby  reiterate  our  determination- 
not  to  pay  rents  without  the  abatements  already 
agreed  upon,  and  that  any  one  receding  from 
this  detcrmiaatioQ  bo  hereby  declared  a  traitor.'  > 

He  would  go  next  to  a  resolution  passed 
on  the  same  day  at  a  meeting  of  tho 
branch  at  Barraduff,  County  Kerry — 

"  That  the  resolution  against  Patrick  Neagle 
bo  rescinded,  and  any  persons  who  wish  to  hold 
intercourse  with  him  may  do  so,  though  we  will 
not  at  present  admit  him  a  memtwr  of  onr 
branch.'* 

Again,  at  Ballygran  (Oharlerille),  tho 
following  resolution  was  unanimously 

adopted  ; — 

"  That  we  call  on  the  contractors  for  labourers' 
cottages  throughout  the  Croom  Union  net  to 
deal  with  any  obnoxious  persons  in  the  taking 
of  lime  or  any  othra  mstwials  for  the  bnilding 

of  same." 

At  Bathmore,  Connfy  Kerry,  on  Be- 
oember  12,  the  following  reeolutions 
were  passed  unanimously : — 

"(I)  That  any  person  found  communicating 
with  a  few  obnoxious  indiTidnals  in  this  locality 
will  be  GxpoUed  from  the  Leagoe  henceforth ; 
(2)  that  every  person  presenting  catUe  for  salo 
at  a  fair  shall  produce  his  card,  and  that  no 
buyer  purchase  from  any  person  without  pro- 
ducing same ;  (3)  that  no  individual  sell  to  any 
dealer  without  presenting  his  card,  as  it  is  the 
only  way  of  detecting  those  employed  by  the 
Defence  Unionists,  and  that  we  call  on  the 
othor  branches  to  follow  this  example.'* 

So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  every  person 
who  did  not  oelong  to  the  League  was 
prevented  from  buying  and  selling  in 
the  ordinary  fairs  and  markets  of  the 
country ;  and  in  County  Limerick  one 
of  the  branches  called  the  attention  of 
the  surrounding  branches  to  the  presence 
of  an  Emergency  gang  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  asked  the  people  to  co- 
operate with  them  in  refusing  to  have 
any  dealings  with  the  "  wretches."  At 
Newcastle  West,  according  to  the  re- 
cord— 

"  A  man  came  before  the  meeting  and  ex- 
pressed his  sorrow  for  having  worked  for  Darcy, 
the  '  Boycotted  '  land-grabber.  He  now  pro- 
mises to  leave  his  employer  forthwith,  as  did 
also  his  wire,  who  is  a  washerwoman  there.  His 
apology  was  accepted,  and  the  League  promised 
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to  find  a  house  for  him.  The  secretary  was 
directed  to  vrite  to  the  landladies  of  two  public 
officials  who  are  persistently  kecpinff  compaay 
with  Daroy  and  his  family,  with  the  view  to 
have  them  ihift  their  lodginga.** 

At  Ballylanders,  a  charge  being  made 
against  Peter  Creagh  for  using  English- 
made  nails,  he  promised  to  encourage 
"Irish  manufacture  for  the  future." 
There  seemed  to  be  some  notion  of  a 
Statute  of  Limitations  on  the  part  of  the 
League,  as  was  shown  by  a  resolution 
from  the  branch  at  AhaboUogue,  County 
Cork— 

Mr.  J.  Carroll  laid  a  statement  before  the 
committee  of  his  eviction  in  1867  and  the 
grabbing  of  his  farm  by  his  brother.  The  com- 
mittee consider  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Carroll  was  very  bad ;  but  having  some  doabt  as 
to  the  power  of  the  Leagne  in  a  cose  occurring 
in  1867.  the  secretary  was  directed  to  com- 
monioato  with  the  Central  League  on  the  sub- 
ject." 

Would  the  National  League  go  to  the 
ti'ouble  of  passing  resolutions  of  that 
kind  if  they  were  not  aware  that  there 
was  a  power  behind  them  which  gave  a 
sanction  to  such  resolutions  ?  The  fact 
was,  that  unless  thisorganization  changed 
its  mode  of  operation,  or  unless  it  could 
be  compelled  to  change  that  mode  of 
operation,  they  could  not  hare  in  many 
parts  of  Ireland  that  authority  of  law 
and  order  which  was  necessary  in  any 
clTilized  country.  Now  it  might  be  said, 
what  had  the  Goremment-  done  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  this  organization 
under  control  f  He  did  not,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  shrink  from  that  ques- 
tion. The  Government  had  been  in 
Office  for  six  months.  During  the  years 
1884  and  1885  the  National  League  was 
rapidly  developing,  and  the  Government 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  did  nothing  to 
check  its  advance.  "Boycotting"  was 
not  a  'growth  of  six  months,  but  had 
been  going  on  for  some  years  past.  It 
was  somewhat  difficult  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  find  a  remedy  when  they  had 
been  in  Office  only  six  mouths,  seeing 
that  the  late  Government  were  un- 
able to  discover  any  practical  remedy 
after  being  in  Office  five  years.  Then, 
again,  in  November  last,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  excitement  arising  from  the 
Eleptions ;  and  he  thought  that  it  would 
be  unreasonable  to  take  notice  of  words 
that  might  be  used  at  such  a  time — 
words  which  would  not  be  repeated  in 
calmer  momeuts.   Before  the  Executive 
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took  exceptional  powers,  it  was  quite 
right  that  they  should  wait  and  see  what 
the  state  of  the  country  would  be  when 
the  contest  was  over.  During  that  period 
of  excitement,  however,  all  measures  that 
could  be  taken  ought  to  be  taken  undor 
the  ordinary  law.  No  blame,  he  sub- 
mitted, could  be  attached  to  the  Execu- 
tive, who  had  been  making  every  effort 
to  crush  intimidation.  But  if  they  had 
not  succeeded  up  to  the  piesent  time,  it 
might  be  asked  what  they  intended  to  do 
in  the  future?  Tho  Speech  from  the 
Throne  indicated  pretty  clearly  that  if 
the  ordinary  law  was  found  to  be  in- 
suf&cient  for  crushing  this  organized  in- 
timidation, exceptional  measures  would 
be  asked  for  by  the  Government.  The 
Speech  indicated  something  further- 
namely,  that,  as  far  as  the  present  infor- 
mation of  the  Government  went,  the 
powers  which  the  ordinary  law  gave 
were  not  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Albert 
Grey)  had  asked  what  was  the  necessity 
of  waiting  for  the  Beport  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith), 
who,  in  a  day  or  two,  would  he  respon- 
sible for  the  Government  of  Ireland  ? 
The  Government  of  Ireland  bad  in  its 
possession  many  means  of  information ; 
but,  surely,  it  would  be  a  very  excep- 
tional course  to  formulate  what  might  be 
necessary  at  a  time  when  the  Govern- 
ment was  in  a  state  of  transition.  Tho 
House  had  the  assurance  the  Govern- 
ment that  it  would  shrink  from  no  re- 
sponsibility for  the  purpose  of  securing 
in  Ireland  good  order  and  obedience  to 
the  law.  He  contended  that  the  lan- 
guage used  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech  was 

iustiBed  by  the  state  of  the  case.  But 
le  took  no  pleasure  in  making  that  state- 
ment. He  believed  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  as  anxious  as  any  Go- 
vernment ever  were  to  do  full  justice  to 
Ireland ;  and  he  said  more,  for  he  be- 
lieved that  the  Supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment, from  whatever  part  of  Ireland 
they  came,  were  convinced  that  full  and 
fair  justice  must  be  done  where  it  was 
necessary  to  cany^  out  any  change  of  the 
law.  As  far  astnelrish  Executive  were 
concerned,  the  House  might  rely  that  no 
effort  would  bo  lost  to  restore  order  and 
to  remedy  any  grievance  that  existed — 
any  grievance  that  could  be  legitimately 
remedied.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  yesterday, 
in  solemn  words,  asked  the  House  to 
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remember  that  in  the  difficult  position 
in  vfaich  they  vera  at  the  present  time 
placed,  their  great  objeot  shoold  be  to 
arrive  at  the  truth,  and  that  they  should 
put  amde  prejudice,  and  free  themselves 
mm  anything  like  Party  conflict.  As 
far  as  they  on  the  Ministerial  side  were 
concerned,  they  wonld  be  sorry  indeed 
to  make  anv  political  capital  out  of  this 
question.  In  anything  they  might  do, 
and  in  anything  they  had  said,  they  had 
the  deepest  sense  of  responsibility,  and 
Tere  under  the  obligation  of  a  most 
sacred  duty.  If  it  had  been  announced 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's 
responsible  Advisers  that  the  Union 
should  be  preserved,  the  reason  of  that 
was  that  ih&y  believed  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  would  not  only  be  fatal  to 
the  interests  of  the  Empire,  but  also 
fatal  to  Lrish  interests.  If  the  Go-rem- 
ment  thought  it  might  be  neeessary  to 
ask  the  House  to  confer  upon  them 
powers  to  cope  with  intimidation,  their 
only  reason  was  that  they  believed  it 
was  of  the  first  importance  for  Irish  in- 
terests and  for  everyone  connected  with 
that  countiy  to  have  order  and  law  main- 
tained. 

Mb.  LABOUOHEEE  said,  he  did  not 
pay  any  very  great  attention  to  what 
fell  from  the  lips  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  bad  just  sat 
down  (Mr.  Holmes).  He  had  observed 
that  the  very  last  persons  consulted  by 
the  Government  with  regard  to  its 
policy  in  Ireland  were  the  Law  Officers 
for  Ireland.  As  far  as  he  ^Mr.  Labou- 
chere)  could  understand,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  threw  over,  as 
far  as  he  possibly  ootdd,  the  Leader  of 
his  Party.  He  stated,  after  explainiog 
that  all  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment coming  from  Ireland — a  very  small 
body— would  do  full  justice  to  Ireland, 
that  he  considered  theGovemment  ought 
as  soon  as  possible  to  bring  in  some 
Coercion  Bill.  It  was  perfectly  true,  he 
said,  thatio  the  excitement  of  the  Elec- 
tions things  were  said  and  done  that 
ought  to  be  overlooked ;  but  it  should  be 
remembered,  he  remarked,  that  "  Boy- 
cotting" still  continued,  and  therefore 
a  Coercion  Bill  should  be  brought  in  at 
once.  There  had  been,  he  pointed  out, 
a  great  deal  of  "  Boycotting."  Why 
had  not  the  Government  prosecuted  the 
"  Boycotters  ?  "  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Ezdiequer 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  said  that  in 
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every  case  where  the  crime  was  known, 
and  "  Boyooiters"  had  been  prosecuted, 
convictions  had  been  secured.  In  the 
face  of  that  admission  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  he  (Mr.  Labouohere)  failed 
to  see  the  necessity  for  any  coercive 
legislation.  He  should  like  to  know 
why  the  ordinary  law  was  not  put  into 
force  against  the  persons  known  to  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  who  stood 
atone  on  the  Front  Bench  in  demanding 
a  Coercion  Bill  to  deal  with  intimida- 
tion ?  He  thought  he  was  justified  in 
saying  that  the  Government  rarely  con- 
sulted their  Law  Officers  for  Ireland  as 
to  what  they  intended  to  do  in  Ireland. 
With  respect  to  the  Address,  there  was 
one  paragraph  to  which  he  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  give  his  assent.  It  was  the 
paragraph  relating  to  Ireland.  The 
paragraph  stated  that  the  Queen  re- 
gretted that  an  attempt  had  been  made 
to  excite  the  people  of  Ireland  to  hosti- 
lity against  the  Legislative  Union  be- 
tween that  country  and  Great  Britain, 
and  Her  Majesty  was  resolutely  opposed 
to  any  disturbance  of  that  fundamental 
law— namely,  the  Legislative  Union. 
He  (Mr.  Labouchere)  did  not  attach 
undue  importance  to  a  Queen's  Speech ; 
for,  as  hon.  Members  were  well  aware, 
it  merely  embodied  the  sentiments  of 
the  Government  for  the  time  being,  and 
was  in  itself  of  no  more  binding  effect 
than  a  speech  delivered  by  a  Minister 
in  his  place.  Lord  Salisbury  and  his 
followers  had  been  prating  and  protest- 
ing a  good  deal  of  late  against  any  dis- 
turbance of  fundamental  law,  forgetting 
that  that  fundamental  law  was  only 
established  at  the  begiuning  of  the  pre- 
sent century,  and  had  already  been 
changed  by  the  destruction  of  the  Irish 
Church.  It  might  be  supposed,  from 
what  had  been  said,  that  this  was  one 
of  the  laws  made  by  the  Saxons.  It 
was,  however,  not  an  old  law,  but,  prac- 
tically, a  new  one.  If  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  wore  always  talking  about  the  Con- 
stitution knew  what  the  Constitution 
was,  they  would  see  that  there  were  no 
fundamental  laws  in  it.  The  Constitu- 
tion meant  not  permanency,  but  change. 
They  could  change  and  modify  anything 
to  suit  the  requirements  of  the  age.  It 
was  a  most  unconstitutional  thing  to 
say  that  one  law  was  a  fundamental  law 
and  that  another  should  be  changed. 
He  stood  by  the  Constitution,  and  con- 
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tended  that  those  vho  called  themaelres 
the  defenders  of  the  Oonstitntion  had 
invented  an  entirely  new  principle  with 
their  fundamental  law.    He  did  not 
regret  that  the  attempt  spoken  of  had 
been  made.    He  rejoiced  that  it  had 
been  made,  and  hoped  that  it  would  be 
suoceasftd.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  asked 
why  an  Amendment  hod  not  been  pro- 
posed from  that  side  of  the  House  ?  He 
(Mr.  Labouchere)  was  not  going  to 
answer  for  right  hon.  Oentlemen  on  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench ;  but  the  reason 
why  an  Amendment  had  not  been  pro- 
posed by  hon.  Members  sitting  below 
the  Gangway  was  because  an  Amend- 
ment only  dealt  with  practical  politics, 
and  there  was  no  reason  in  the  world 
why  they  should  interfere  with  the  re- 
grets contained  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
or  rectify,  by  means  of  an  Amendment, 
the  historical  errors  of  the  Govemment. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  seemed  to  con- 
sider that  this  Parliament  was  a  sort  of 
Irish  faction  fight.   They  were  continu- 
ally trailing  their  coat  along  the  ground, 
and  asking  someone  to  jump  upon  it ; 
and  they  almost  went  on  their  knees, 
imploring  someone  to  oome  forward  and 
turn  them  out  of  Office.  Considering 
the  present  state  of  Ireland,  as  set  forth 
in  t^e  speech  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  he  should  have  thought  that 
the  Government  would  have  mada  some 
more  practical  recommendations  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  than  were  to 
be  found  there.    Ministers  absolutely 
told  the  House  tiiat  they  knew  nothing 
at  all  about  Ireland.    They  had  been  in 
Office  for  many  months  now ;  they  had 
had  the  asaistanoe  of  Lord  Carnarvon  and 
of  the  late  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant ;  but  at  present  their  only 
scheme  for  the  government  of  Ireland 
consisted  in  sending  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  to  Ireland  as  the 
new  Irish  Minister.   He  could  not  un- 
derstand how  that  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  a  few  weeks'  time,  was  fo  discover 
everything  connected  with  the  state  of 
Ireland,  or  how  he  could  possibly  know 
more  about  the  condition  of  the^oountry 
than  Lord  Carnarvon  or  the  late  Chief 
Secretary.    There  was  one  fact,  how- 
ever, more  important  than  this  new  ap- 
pointment.   It  consisted  in  this — that 
86  Members  had  been  returned  to  Una 
Mr.  Ldbwchert 


Parliament  under  the  Electoral  Law 
passed  last  year,  and  passed  deliberately 
with  the  intention  that  the  opinion  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  should  be  fairly 
represented  in  this  country.  The  Irish 
Bepresentatives  had  come  back  to  the 
new  Parliament  with  a  policy.  He  did 
not  say  that  they  were  prepared  at  once 
to  go  into  the  details  of  that  policy; 
but  the  Gtovemment  certfunly  knew  what 
the  opinion  of  Ireland  was.  In  these 
circumstances,  what  did  the  Government 
do  ?  In  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
the  Govemmoot  tried  to  tell  the  Irish 
Members  that  no  conciliation  was  pos- 
sible. The  Government  would  not  even 
listen  to  their  arguments,  but  imme- 
diately stepped  iu,  before  hearing  what 
they  had  to  say,  and  told  them  that  it 
was  a  fundamental  law  of  this  country 
that  they  could  not  grant  what  Irish 
Members  considered  just  and  desirable 
for  Ireland.  Was  the  government  of 
Ireland,  at  the  present  time,  so  excellent 
that  the  Government  could  come  forward 
and  say  that  no  possible  change  in  that 
government  could  be  made  ?  He  would 
read  two  extracts  from  speeches  which 
had  been  delivered  on  this  question  by 
two  distinguished  politicians.  One  was 
from  a  speech  delivered  by  Lord  Cowper, 
whom  the  Conservatives  almost  lauded 
when  in  Ireland,  a  Nobleman  not  die- 
tinguished  for  his  exaggerated  Badioal 
views. 

"  In  Ireland  nil  local  nuttten  are  really 
managed  throDgh  the  iDStnunentalitv  of  the 
Resident  If  agiatrate,  and  the  Rendent  Magis- 
trate is  in  coostant  commBnication  with  tho 
Castle.  This  state  of  things  has  partly  arisen 
from  the  helpless  nature  of  the  Irish.  .  .  A 
hateful  syatem  of  boresuctstic  govemment  is 
the  result." 

The  other  extract  was  from  a  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  Joseph 
Chamberlain),  in  which  he  said  that 
the  system  of  Irish  govemment  was 
founded  on  the  bayonets  of  80,000  sol- 
diers, encamped  permanently  in  a  hos- 
tile country,  and  that  it  was  a  system 
completely  centralized  as  that  of  Bussia 
in  Poland,  or  Austria  in  Venice.  But 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
said  that  the  Govemment  would  not 
even  grant  to  Ireland  at  present  any 
concession  in  regard  to  County  Govem- 
ment. The  noble  Lord  had  adopted  a 
most  extraordinary  theory  in  regard  to 
this  matter.   He  said,  in  effeoti  that 
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the  QoTemment  would,  perhaps,  pro- 
vided the  Irishmen  conaucted  them- 
selves properly,  kindly  grant  this  reform 
to  them,  and  would  throw  to  them  some 
little  sop  in  the  way  of  County  Govern- 
meot  The  noble  Lord  complained, 
frequently,  of  some  ambiguity  in  the 
words  of  the  right  hon.  GeDtleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Qlad- 
stone).  It  was  pointed  out  that  when 
ihe  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to 
Local  Government,  he,  perhaps,  did  not 
mean  the  same  thing  that  was  meant 
by  the  Government  when  they  spoke  of 
Local  Government.  He  (Mr.  Labou- 
chere)  thought  it  was  somewhat  strange 
that  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  should  complain  of  ambiguity 
on  the  part  of  any  Member  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  of  the  House,  considering 
that  during  the  last  few  weeks  they 
had  been  doing  nothing  but  trying  to 
muddle  up  the  whole  question  of  Local 
Government  or  Home  £ule,  and  to 
insist  in  their  newspapers  and  in  public 
that  Home  Bule  meant  nothing  but 
separation.  Did  Home  Eule  mean  no- 
ting but  separation?  Were  they  to 
understand  that  if  in  Ireland  there  was 
a  SOTiarate  Parliament,  perfectly  inde- 
pen&nt  of  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
this  would  necessarily  mean  separation  ? 
Did  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
know  that  in  Hungary,  Sweden,  Nor- 
w^ay,  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  in  many 
other  countries  there  were  local  Govern- 
ments and  an  Imperial  Government 
also,  and  that  the  local  Governments 
were  absolutely  independent  in  all  local 
matters  of  the  Imperial  Government  ? 
What  was  Canada  ?  Was  Canada  an 
integral  part  of  the  Empire,  or  was  it 
not?  Were  our  Colonies  not  an  inte- 
gral part  of  our  Empire?  To  say  that 
the  fact  of  there  being  one,  two,  or  three 
Parliaments  must  necessarily  produce 
the  dudniegration  of  the  British  Empire 
was  to  absolutely  ignore  the  fact  of 
what  the  British  Empire  was  composed. 
Aa  he  had  said,  the  British  Empire  was 
composed  not  only  of  these  Islands,  but 
also  of  our  Colonies.  One  would  sup- 
pose that  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  were  under  the  improasion 
that  the  system  of  one  Parliament  for 
two  Islands  was  a  sort  of  Divine  iusti- 
tution,  and  that  anything  else  was  likely 
to  bring  ruin  to  the  Empire  that  accepted 
it.  What  was  this  Union  ?  It  was  the 
outcome  of  the  grossest  corruption  ever 


perpetrated.  That  was  an  historioal  and 
admitted  fact.  Titles  were  sold  openly 
in  the  market  like  cattle,  and  yet  they 
were  told  that  they  must  listen  to  the 
views  of  Dukes  and  Peers,  when  they 
chose  to  say  that  we  must  not  grant 
Home  Eule,  or,  if  we  did,  those  who 
called  themselves  Liberals  now  would 
Join  the  Conservatives  henceforward. 
He  noticed  the  other  day  in  a  Conserva- 
tive paper  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
the  letter  written  by  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford and  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
Duke  of  Westminster  were  of  more  im- 
portance to  the  country  than  the  results 
of  the  late  General  Election.  As  far  as 
he  (Mr.  Labouchere)  was  concerned,  it 
was  a  matter  of  the  most  absolute  indif- 
ference to  him,  and  he  thought  to  most 
hon.  Members  of  the  House,  what  the 
Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Westminster 
thought.  Ho  knew  this,  however — that 
the  Duke  of  Westminster  the  other  day 
made  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  and 
scurrilous  speeches  which  oould  have 
been  made  either  by  a  Duke,  or  by  any 
other  person. 

Ma.  FINCH-HATTON :  I  rise  to 
Order.  I  wish  to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  in  Order  in  refer- 
ring to  a  Member  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  in  suoh  a  manner  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKEB  :  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man reflects  in  disparaging  terms  on  a 
Member  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment he  is  clearly  out  of  Order.  But  I 
do  not  gather  from  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  that  he  is  referring  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  or  to  anything  which 
has  passed  in  that  Assembly. 

Me.  LABOUCHEEE  said,  that  hon. 
Members  who  had  sat  in  the  previous  Par- 
liament were  well  aware,  from  his  conduct 
in  the  past,  that  he  would  not  Bay  a  word 
of  a  disparaging  nature  in  reference  to 
the  other  House  of  Parliament.  He 
was  referring  to  a  speech  delivered  by 
the  Duke  oi  Westminster  in  his  indi- 
vidual capacity ;  and  he  said  that  if  that 
was  the  mode  in  which  the  allegiaDce  of 
Ireland  was  to  be  won  over  to  this  coun- 
try, the  mode  adopted  was  a  most  strange 
one.  He  thought  that  the  Duke  of 
Westminster  ought  to  be  ashamed  of 
that  speech.  The  Legislative  Union 
with  Ireland  had  lasted  less  than  a  cen- 
tury, and  it  had  been  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  failures  in  political  history. 
There  had  been  some  80  Coercion  Bills ; 
and,  so  far  from  our  having  won  over 
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the  IriBli,  thej  were,  with  few  excep- 
tions, detennined  to  do  all  they  could  to 
put  an  end  to  that  Le^slatiTe  Union. 
No  doubt,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Oity  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  pointed  out, 
the  land  was  the  difficulty ;  but  when 
hon.  Oentlemea  opposite  Baid  that  the 
object  of  hon.  Members  from  Ireland 
was  to  confiscate  the  property  of  the 
landlords,  what  Justification  had  they 
for  that  assertion  ?  Could  they  produce 
any  statements  on  the  part  of  Irish 
Members  showing  that  they  dreamed  of 
confiscating  the  land  in  any  way  ?  It 
was  always  said  that  anything  which 
would  allow  tenants  to  live  and  thrive 
on  the  land  must,  In  the  nature  of  things, 
be  confiscation.  But  why  should  not 
Irish  Members  be  believed  when  they 
said  that  they  did  not  aim  at  confisca- 
tion ?  Why  should  not  that  declaration 
on  their  part  be  received  with  the  saoie 
respect  as  would  be  given  to  a  similar 
declaration  coming  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  late  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Joseph  Chamber- 
Iain)  ?  If  the  rente  fixed  under  the 
Iiand  Act  were  right  at  the  time  thoy 
must  be  wrong  now,  because  produce 
had  gone  down  enormously  in  value. 
The  primary  idea  of  the  Act  was  to 
enable  tenants  to  live  and  thrive  on  the 
land  by  their  own  industry,  and  to  pay 
the  excess,  if  there  was  an  excess,  to  the 
landlord ;  but  In  many  parts  of  Ireland 
that  had  become  an  impossibility.  The 
Irish  clung  to  the  land ;  but  you  could 
not  get  xeai  from  them  if  they  had  no 
money.  They  oould  not  pay,  and  we 
ejected  them.  Why  did  not  we  hear 
more  said  against  wholesale  ejectments  ? 
"Boycotting"  had  always  existed,  and 
always  would;  and  the  meaning  of  it 
was  that  you  were  not  to  have  social 
relations  with  a  man  who  was  regarded 
as  an  enemy  of  his  country,  and  who 
was  injuring,  as  far  as  he  could,  the 
cause  of  his  country.  He  wished  hon. 
Members  would  read  Irish  newspapers, 
instead  of  reading  only  the  letters  of 
correspondents  in  the  London  papers. 
They  would  then  see  that  "  Boycotting  " 
was  not  the  crime  they  assumed  it  to 
be ;  but  that  the  real  crime  in  Ireland 
was  that  some  landlords  were  driving 
men,  wcmien,  and  children  out  of  their 
homes  because  they  oould  not  pay  rent. 
Would  fathers  allow  their  wives  and 
children  to  starve  on  the  roadside  if  ^ey 
had  money  to  pay  rent?  If  raoh  erio- 
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tions  were  going  on  in  England,  there 
would  be  such  an  outcry  that  thnr  would 
be  put  an  end  to  at  once.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Guildford  (Mr.  Brodrick) 
had  protested  against  "  Boycotting  "  in 
Ireland,  and  against  the  terrorism  exer- 
cised during  the  Elections ;  but  that 
terrorism  was  nothing  to  be  compared 
with  the  terrorism  exercised  by  squires 
and  by  dames  of  the  Primrose  League, 
some  beautiful  and  others  not,  over  the 
labourers  in  the  English  counties ;  while, 
in  the  National  churches,  clergymen 
might  have  been  heard  invoking  damna- 
tion in  the  next  world  upon  anyone  who 
voted  against  the  Conservatives.  Then 
it  was  said  that  in  Ireland  Catholics 
were  the  difficulty — showing  that  as  soon 
as  you  disposed  of  one  difl&culty  another 
was  raised.  Yet,  in  Ireland,  Protestants 
were  returned  by  Catholics ;  but  how 
many  Catholics  were  returned  by  the 
Protestants  of  England?  Sectarian  spirit 
was  stronger  in  England  than  it  was  in 
Ireland.  Orangemen  used  Protestantism 
as  a  means  to  an  end ;  and  for  a  long 
time  Orangemen  had  been  the  curse  of 
Ireland.  They  made  use  of  religious 
difforences  to  perpetuate  ill-will ;  and  he 
rejoiced,  that  even  in  Ulster,  in  the 
greater  number  of  constituencies,  they 
had  been  defeated.  Now  these  self- 
styled  Loyalists  were  talking  of  civil 
war,  and  trying  to  frighten  us  by  say- 
ing that  if  Home  Kule  were  granted 
they  would  die  in  the  last  ditch.  It  was 
a  scandalous  speech  that  was  made  by 
Lord  Cole  the  other  day,  and  his  lan- 
guage exoeeded  in  violence  any  that 
had  been  used  by  Nationalists  in  the 
moment  of  their  wildest  excitement ; 
but  he  (Mr.  Labouchere)  had  never 
heard  of  its  condemnation.  Why  should 
not  the  House  believe  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  and  his  Friends, 
when  they  said  that  they  did  not  desire 
any  separation  beyond  legislative  inde- 
pendence? Why  should  they  desire 
more  ?  There  was  nothing  to  be  gained 
by  it.  The  Irish  Members  were  ready 
to  give  every  species  of  guarantee  that 
could  be  desired  ;  but  what  need  of 
them  ? — for  England  was  far  stronger 
than  Ireland,  and  would  hold  the 
forts  and  command  the  troops  in  Ire- 
land, and  could  destroy  the  country 
in  a  fortnight  if  she  should  ohooae 
to  do  80.  There  was  no  desire  on 
the  port  of  Irdaifd  to  claim  or  de- 
mand a  Nav^  and  troops  for  Ireland. 
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Did  tlie  GoTemment  mean  to  tell  him 
that  the  Irish  vonld  be  suoh  absolute 
fools  as  to  engage  in  a  wild,  mad, 
zebelUon  with  England  ?  Our  real 
gaaraatee  was  the  Army,  and  the  fact 
that  we  were  the  Btronger  power.  If 
Ireland  was  as  strong  as  England,  and 
had  a  large  Army  and  Navy,  we  might 
say,  with  some  show  of  reason,  that  wo 
would  not  give  Parliamentary  independ- 
enoe  to  Ireland,  because  it  might  lead  to 
separation.  The  utter  absurdity,  how- 
ever, of  holding  such  a  view  under  the 
present  circumstances  was  quite  ap- 
parent. What  did  hoo.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  suggest  as  the  only 
alternative  to  Homo  Kule  ?  Coercion. 
They  must  elect  to  do  either  one  thing  or 
the  other.  They  must  either  please  the 
Irish,  and  gain  their  goodwill  and  good 
feeling,  or  peipetually  coerce  them.  If 
they  embarVed  in  coeroion,  th^  would 
finally  arrive  at  the  point  of  treating 
Ireland  as  Bosaia  treated  Poland,  and 
deprive  her  of  her  whole  representation, 
and  rule  her  by  martial  law  and  the 
sword.  There  was  no  choice  between 
the  two.  It  was  curious  to  hear  the 
hints  of  the  right  lion,  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  with  regard  to  coercion.  They 
did  not  hear  any  of  those  hints  when 
the  Conservative  T&ttj  were  desirous  of 
obtaining  the  Irish  vote.  He  believed 
it  was  also  a  coiocidence,  and  not  the 
result  of  any  arrangement  to  that  effect, 
that  the  Conservatives,  although  now 
ready  to  bring  in  a  Coercion  Bill,  did 
not  bring  in  that  Bill  during  the  last 
Parliament.  He  accepted  that  as  a 
rimiple  ooinoidence ;  but  he  might  also 
observe  that  they  heard  nothing  either 
about  the  "  fundamental  law."  There 
was  a  speech  made  by  Lord  Salisbury  at 
Newport  which  did  not  contain  any- 
thing about  it ;  and  it  was  only  when 
the  Irish  votes  had  been  given  to  the 
Conservatives  that  they  heard  about 
these  "fundamental  laws"  and  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire.  As  regarded 
that,  the  integrity  of  the  Empire  would 
be  unimpaired,  if  there  were  a  dozen 
Parliaments  in  Scotland,  Wales,  and 
Ireland.  But  the  suggestion  that  it 
was  anailed  was  thought  to  be  a  good 
electioneering  ory  by  those  who  wished 
to  stave  off  demooratio  changes  in  thia 
eenntry;  for  if  they  oould  engage  this 
country  in  perpetusi  disputes  about  Ira- 
laod,  thegr  kasw  that  toey  would  aneat 
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democratic  progress  in  this  ooun^.  It 
was  the  old  game  of  the  Conservatives. 
Mr.  Pitt  engaged  in  foreign  wars  simply 
to  stop  t^e  progress  of  democracy,  and 
Jingoism  was  only  another  means  to- 
waras  the  same  end.  The  Jingoes  wanted 
to  make  them  forget  all  domestic  re- 
forms ;  and  now  that  thoy  found  the 
country  was  not  prepared  to  grant  to 
any  Government  money  to  aid,  as  it  was 
called,  some  foreign  nation — the  aid 
offered  generally  ending  in  the  absorp- 
tion of  that  foreign  nation,  they  wished 
to  engage  them  in  an  internecine  war 
at  home,  and  to  force  England  and  Ire- 
land to  become  perpetual  enemies.  If 
once  they  were  unhappily  embarked  in 
suoh  a  contest  with  Ireland,  whom  would 
the  electors  of  England  prefer  to  carry  it 
on  ?  The  Conservatives,  of  course.  The 
Liberals  were  not  the  fit  agents  to  do  that 
abominable  work ;  and  if  the  Conserva- 
tives oould  establish  such,  a  war  between 
the  two  countries,  and  absolutely  refused 
to  listen  to  the  voice  of  Ireland  uttered 
through  her  Constitutional  Bepresenta- 
tives,  he  believed  that  they  would  re- 
main in  power,  with  some  short  inter- 
vals, for  the  next  20  yfiars.  Supposing 
that  Sicily  desired  to  have  a  local  Par- 
liament, and  Italy  refused  to  grant  it, 
insisting  on  ruling  Sicily  by  means  of 
coercion,  would  there  not  be  articles 
written  in  many  of  our  newspapers  to 
show  how  absurd  it  was  for  Italy  to 
deny  self-government  to  that  island  ? 
They  were  always  fond  of  lecturing 
other  Powers  on  such  matters,  telling 
them  what  grand  principles  and  rooks 
of  men  and  liberty  England  possessed ; 
but  when  they  were  oonhronted  with  a 
problem  of  that  kind  at  home  they 
could  not  find  a  way  to  deal  with  it,  and 
at  once  threw  over  their  principles,  and 
talked,  forsooth,  of  a  "fundamental 
law."  An  eminent  Irish  Conservative 
statesman  (Mr.  Borke),  in  1798,  had 
said — 

"  Ireland  could  not  for  one  moment  be  sepa- 
rated from  England.  The  closeat  connection 
was  esaential  ;lor  the  vell-being  of  the  Three 
Kingdoma,  and  the  vhole  of  the  Imperial  poli- 
tics should  be  decided  in  England  ;  bat  Ireland 
shoald  have  looal,  oivil,  and  commercial  iode- 
pen^ce,  but  look  op  to  Great  Britain  in  all 
matten  of  peace  or  war." 

That  was  substantially  what  the  Irish 
Members  sud  now,  and  that  was  the 
statement  of  an  Irishman  respected  all 
the  world  over ;  and  he  did  not  believe 
there  WM  anythizig  in  the  Irish  demands 
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which  would  not  be  in  conformity  with 
what  had  been  said  nearly  100  years 
ago.  "What  Ireland  wanted  was  to  bo 
cirilly  and  commercially  independent. 
They  did  not  ask  for  separation,  or  ab- 
solute indepeodence,  and  were  ready  to 
leave  to  Her  Majesty's  Qoverument  and 
to  the  Imperial  Parliament  all  Imperial 
matters;  but  they  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  legislate  for  themselves  on  matters 
essentially  regarding  Ireland,  in  order 
that  they  might  insure  that  Ireland 
should  be  in  the  future  more  prosperous 
than,  she  had  been  in  the  past.  The 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  had  urged  tfaem  to  look  at 
that  question  with  calmness  and  delibe- 
ration. That  was  the  spirit  in  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  side  were  ready 
to  discuss  it,  desiring  by  every  means 
in  their  power  to  unite  the  local  inde- 
pendence of  Ireland  with  the  mainten- 
ance of  Imperial  authority.  He  there- 
fore protested  against  any  English  Mi- 
nister meeting  the  just  and  reasonable 
demands  of  the  Irish  people,  expressed 
on  their  behalf  by  the  vast  majority  of 
their  Bepresentatives,  with  a  mere  non 
pottumut. 

OoLOHSL  WABING  said}  he  did  not 
wish  to  go  into  the  whole  question  of 
Home  Hule  for  Ireland  on  that  occa- 
sion, his  object  being  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reference  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouehere)  in  regard  to  a  speech  attri- 
buted to  Lord  Ckde  while  he  was  speak- 
ing in  County  Fermanagh.  He  would 
not  contend  that  the  noble  Lord  was 
justified  in  making  the  remarks  which 
had  been  attributed  to  him.  He  had 
not  seen  the  source  from  which  the  re- 
port had  been  quoted,  and  he  was  un- 
able to  say  whether  it  was  or  was  not 
correct.  If  it  was  correct,  it  was  to  be 
regretted  that  Lord  Cole  should  have 
used  such  language;  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered by  those  who  condemned  it 
that  the  speech  was  made  under  strong 
provocation.  He  did  not  intend  to  adopt 
a  (u  quoque  argument ;  but  it  would  not 
be  out  of  place  to  remind  the  House 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Lon- 
donderry (Mr.  Healy)  informed  them 
that  loyalty  in  Ireland  would  be  driven 
into  the  North-Eastern  portion  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  then  hedged  in  with  a 
ring  of  fire.  In  such  circumstances 
Lord  Cole  would  have  to  migrate ;  and 
he  did  not  thiok  it  wonderful  that  an 
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excitable  young  Nobleman  should  have 
thought  the  time  had  come  when  re- 
taliatory measures  ought  to  be  contem- 
plated.   With  regard  to  the  main  ques- 
tion at  issue,  he  held  that  no  one  could 
understand  or  could  deal  properly  with 
tlie  Irish  Question  who  did  not  study 
history,  both  ancient  and  modern.  It 
was  nut  sufficient  to  go  back  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  Union,  or  eren  to  the  history 
of  the  18th  century.  It  was,  he  believed, 
necessary  to  start  with  the  first  oonneo- 
tion  between  England  and  Ireland,  and 
to  follow  through  the  sucoessiTe  cen- 
turies and  varying  chains  of  events.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  professed  that  ho 
could  not  conceive  what  it  was  that  the 
loyal  Gentlemen  of  Ireland  mistrusted  in 
the  proposition  he  made.    lu  the  first 
place,  they  would  like  to  know  a  little 
more  definitely  what  that  proposition 
was.   At  all  events,  there  were  strong 
reasons  for  mistrusting  any  proposition 
which  proceeded  from  the  hon.  Member. 
The  House  must  not  judge  of  the  views 
of  the  hon.  Momber  from  the  moderate, 
temperate  speech  he  delivered  last  night, 
or  of  the  views  of  hon.  Members  who 
acted  with  him  from  the  words  they 
used  when  speaking  from  tbose  Benohes. 
A  more  correct  opinicm  might  be,  per- 
haps, formed  by  a  study  of  their  ges- 
tures when  Gentlemen  who  disa^ed 
with  them  were  speaking.   Sat  if  Eng- 
lish Members  wanted  to  know  why  the 
Ul&ter  Members  were  unwilling  to  trust 
themeelvos  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
hon.  Qeutleman  and  his  Colleagues  they 
must  look  back  into  Irish  history,  and 
study  the  annals  of  the  periods  when 
the  Party  now  represented  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  held  power  in  Ireland.  He 
believed  they  must  begin  in  the  year 
1C41.  If  they  wanted  to  see  what  would 
be  tho  probable  result  of  any  line  of 
policy,  they  should  ascertain  what  had 
been  its  consequences  before.  When 
the  Party  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  now  professed  to  lead  held  sway  in 
Ireland  in  1641,  they  knew  what  the 
loyal  portion  of  Uie  community  suffered 
at  their  hands.   They  also  knew  how 
the  loyal  minority  were  treated  in  1687 
and  1688  ;  and  they  had  good  reason  to 
suppose  that  if  the  same  Party  again 
held  sway  in  Ireland  similar  results 
would  follow.    He  did  not  believe  in  the 
possibility  of  safeguarding  the  loyal  mi- 
nority by  any  guarantees  whatever.  In 
the  first  place,  by  whom  were  ^  gua- 
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rantees  to  be  given  ?  It  did  not  appear 
to  him  tKat  there  was  any  porson  on  the 
part  of  the  so-called  National  Party 
in  Iceland  who  conld  guarantee  what 
they  would  do,  or  what  they  would  not 
do.  Secondly,  to  whom  were  the  gua- 
rantees to  bo  given  ?  If  they  were  to  be 
given  to  the  English  Government,  what 
security  had  the  Loyalists  that  when  the 
time  came  the  English  Government  would 
exact  those  guarantees?  It  was  possible 
that,  under  certain  circumatancos,  the 
Loyalists  might  take  guarantees  for 
themselves ;  and,  if  so,  thoy  would  be 
very  careful  to  exact  observance  of  them. 
The  Loyalists  did  not  fear  Home  Eule 
in  the  abstract ;  they  did  not  fear  that 
any  English  Government  would  ever 
agree  to  establish  an  independent  Par- 
liament in  College  Green.  But  they  did 
fear  that,  bit  by  bit,  and  little  by  little, 
concessions  might  be  made  to  the  dis- 
loyal Party,  and  that  tribunals  might  he 
established,  with  small  powers  at  firet, 
but  by  degrees  having  such  scope  and 
power  as  might  sap  the  safeguards  of 
Loyalists'  lives  and  liberties.  They  did 
not  fear  at  all  the  withdrawal  of  the 
English  power  from  Ireland.  If  that 
power  was  withdrawn,  the  men  whose 
ancestors  dispersed  the  Army  of  Xing 
James  II.  at  Newtown  -  Butler,  and 
starved  behind  the  ramparts  of  Derrj, 
would  be  able  to  take  care  of  their  own 
interests;  but  they  did  not  wish  to  be 
chained  by  English  laws,  like  Prome- 
theus to  the  rook,  while  the  twin  vul- 
tures of  bigotry  and  Atheism  from  Borne 
and  from  Ohioago  were  pecking  at  their 
vitals. 

UsL.  HANDEL  GOSSHAM  said,  that 
that  debate  showed  that  they  had  already 
realized  some  of  the  advantages  which 
they  hoped  to  realize  from  the  extension 
of  the  Parliamentary  franchise.  Nothing 
in  connection  with  the  debate  had  given 
him  more  pleasure  and  hope  than  the 
exceedingly  moderate  and  courteous 
way  in  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
approached  the  solution  of  this  problem, 
and  the  magnificent  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  which 
raised  the  discussion  to  a  very  high  posi- 
tion. He  was,  however,  sorry  that  the 
House  did  not  get  from  the  Government 
the  aid  they  expected  in  the  solution  of 
this  problem ;  but  the  Tory  Party  seemed 
to  be  incapable  of  striking  out  any 
policy  but  one  of  ooercion,  or  of  apply- 
ing any  othev  method  than  that  to  the 


solution  of  a  political  problem.  Coer- 
cion was  spoken  of  by  them  as  if  it 
had  never  been  heard  of  before ; 
but  the  truth  was  that  it  had  been 

tried  iu  Ireland  for  the  last  80  years, 
with  what  results  they  saw.  He,  for  one, 
would  never  vote  for  any  coercion  for 
Ireland  which  was  not  applied  to  Eng- 
land. The  facts  and  arguments  in  the 
speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer on  the  previous  evening  pointed  to 
the  conclusion  that  coercion  was  not  re- 
quired ;  but  his  conclusion  was  that  it 
must  be  adopted.  "Wlien  they  were  told 
this  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
he  could  not  forget  that  they  hoard 
nothing  about  coercion  for  Ireland  from 
the  Tory  Party  six  weeks  ago,  and  that 
the  cry  for  it  had  only  recently  sprung 
up  in  that  Party.  A  Party  which  got 
the  Irish  vote  at  the  Elections  by  ab- 
staining from  saying  aught  about  coer- 
cion, and  then,  when  the  last  vote  was 
polled,  turned  round  and  said  that 
coercion  was  required,  was  not,  in  his 
(Mr.  Handel  Oossham's)  opinion,  worthy 
of  the  confidence  of  that  House  or  of 
the  country.  For  his  own  part,  he 
could  not  believe  that  a  Government 
was  deserving  to  be  trusted  with  coer- 
cive power  in  Ireland  who  first  used  the 
Irish  Party  as  the  means  of  climbing  to 
power,  and  then,  when  they  had  at- 
tained power,  kicked  down  the  ladder 
by  which  thoy  had  mounted  to  Office. 
It  was,  at  any  rate,  surely  their  duty  to 
listen  to  the  Irish  Members,  who  had 
been  returned  by  the  great  body  of  their 
countrymen ;  and  it  was  also  their  duty, 
if  possible,  to  give  efifect  to  tho  demands 
which  they  preferred  on  behalf  of  those 
whom  they  represented.  As  to  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire,  he  was  charged 
to  say  that  no  one  on  that  side  of  the 
House  attacked  that  integrity ;  but  he 
believed  that  the  integrity  of  the  Em- 
pire could  be  best  secured  by  doing  jus- 
tice. The  more  thoy  built  their  laws  on 
doing  justice  and  on  the  belief  in  the 
justice  of  those  laws,  the  more  likely 
their  laws  were  to  be  permanent.  The 
only  shock  which  the  permanency  of  the 
Empire  had  ever  received  had,  in  fact, 
come  from  the  policy  of  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  They  had,  as 
everyone  knew,  lost  the  Colonies  in 
America  through  following  their  policy, 
and  they  might  lose  Ireland  now  by  fol- 
lowing the  same  coarse.  He  believed, 
however,  that  not  only  the  Irish  Party, 
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but  a  large  contingent  of  the  Liberal 
Party,  would  be  able  and  would  be  de- 
termined to  prevent  a  coercive  pulicy 
being  adopted  towards  their  fellow-sub- 
jects in  Ireland.  As  a  Party,  it  was  true 
that  the  Liberals  were  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  the  Irish.  As  a  Party  they  owed 
them  nothing,  while  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  owed  thorn  a  good  dea].  la 
truth  it  was  notorious  that  a  groat  many 
Beats  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
would  be  vacant  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  Irish  vote.  But,  allowing  that  the 
Liberals  owed  nothing  to  tlie  Irish  as  a 
Party,  they  did  owe  something  to  jus- 
tice. More  than  that,  he  bolieved  that 
the  Union  between  the  two  countries 
would  be  cemented,  and  would  be  ren- 
dered more  6rm,  by  giving  the  Irish 

1'urisdictiott  over  their  local  aSairs.  He 
lad,  he  must  confees,  heard  with  some 
surprise  the  regret  expressed  by  an  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  that  they  had  not 
come  to  finality  in  legislation  for  Ire- 
land. The  truth  was  tliat  there  was  no 
finality  in  human  affairs,  and  they  cer- 
tainly had  not  attained  it  in  Ireland. 
A  great  deal  of  misery  still  existed  in 
that  country  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it 
vraa  not  true  that  our  legislation  had 
been  unsuccessful.  For  instance,  the  \ 
removal  of  the  Irish  Church  had,  ho 
believed,  altogether  removed  religious 
dissensions  and  the  religious  difficulty. 
As  to  the  existence  of  "  Boycotting  "  in 
Lreland,  he  wished  to  confirm  a  remark 
of  an  hon.  Friend  of  his  on  the  previous 
evening,  that  "  Boycotting "  was  not 
confined  to  Ireland.  Let  hon.  Gentle- 
men visit  the  rural  districts  of  England, 
and  they  would  fiod  the  Primrose 
League  ladies,  the  parson,  and  the 
squire  "  Boycotting  "  to  an  extent  they 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of.  The  Noncon- 
formists in  the  rural  districts  were,  to  his 
knowledge,  as  much  "Boycotted"  as 
anyone  in  Ireland  ;  and  he  could  only 
say  that  if  these  practices  continued  it 
would  be  necessary  to  take  adequate 
steps  to  make  those  guilty  of  "  Boycott- 
ing "  in  England  ashamed  of  them- 
selvea,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  these  prac- 
tices. 

CoLOHEL  DAWNAT  said  that,  in 
common  with  many  other  hon.  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  he  deeply 
regretted  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  not  Been  their  way  to  take 
immediate  action  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  the  loyal  olasses  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Handel  Cossham 


The  hon.  Member  for  8Iigo  had  aaid  be 
and  his  Friends  were  unable  to  proceed 
with  their  demands  because  they  were 
thwarted  by  27  loyal  Members.  He 
(Colonel  Dawnay)  ventured  to  say  that 
that  extended  further  than  he  eupposed, 
and  that  he  would  find  other  Members 
in  the  House  who  would  stand  by  those 
27  loyal  Members.  The  House  was  toM 
in  the  Queen's  Speech  that  if  the  exist- 
ing provisions  of  the  law  proved  to  be 
inadequate,  further  provisions  would  be 
asked  for.    But  could  there  be  better 

S)roof  that  the  existing  laws  bad  broken 
town  than  the  statements  of  the  depu- 
tations that  waited  upon  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister last  Tuesday  7   It  eoemed  to  him 
that  the   speeches  on  that  occasion 
proved  to  any  unprejudiced  person  that 
the  Loyalist  olasses  in  Ireland  were  suf- 
fering under  a  sy&tem  of  persecution 
and  terrorism  which  no  other  civilized 
Government  would  tolerate  for  a  single 
day.    That  this  system  of  persecution 
was  steadily  increasing,  that  it  was 
spreading  to  all  classes,  that  it  was 
paralyzing  every  trade  and  industry, 
and  rapidly  bringing  Ireland  to  social, 
moral,  and  financial  ruin  was  perfectly 
plain.   He  listened  attentively  last  night 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork.    It  was  a  studiously 
moderate  speech ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork,  speaking  to  the 
House  of  Oommoos,  was  always  mode- 
rate.   He  only  disclosed  his  real  views 
and  intentions  when  be  spoke  in  Ireland 
and  America.   They  all  knew  what  his 
real  intentions  were,  because  he  had 
said  he  would  never  rest  until  he  had 
broken  the  last  link  which  joined  Ire- 
land to  England.    And  his  method  of 
carrying  this  object  out  was  simple. 
Every  concession  wrung  from  an  un-  ■ 
willing  British  Government  was  to  be  a 
lever,  a  coign  of  vantage,  and  a  starting 
point  for  a  fresh  concession.    Now,  only 
one  thing  was  necessary  for  the  success 
of  this  plan,  and  that  was  to  have  a 
weak  and  irresolute  Government  to  work 
upon — in  fact,  the  sort  of  Government  the 
country  had  during  the  last  five  years. 
The  experience  of  the  last  five  years  had 
proved  that  concessions  to  lawlessness 
were  alway  useless,  and  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  would 
never  be  satisfied  with  concessions — in 
fact,  he  dared  not  be  satisfied  until  be 
had  ruiued  England,  because  he  drew  his 
support  from  the  enemies  of  England  in 
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every  part  of  the  world.  There  were  two 
faces  to  the  Irish  Queetaon.  These  were 
the  real  Constitutional  agitation  and  the 
sham  agitation,  the  sham  Oonstitutional 
agitation  inside  the  House  and  the  real 
agitation  outside  the  House,  the  dagger 
aad  the  dynamite  of  the  Leaguers  and 
the  Fenians.  We  had  now  a  new  Qo~ 
vernment — a  Ghnremment  that  in  its 
foreign  polity,  on  the  testimony  of  the 
late  Prime  Minister,  had  prored  itself 
worthy  of  the  highest  taraditions  of  Eng- 
lish statesmanship ,  He  earnestly  trusted 
that  it  would  show  the  same  courage  in 
protecting  the  loyal  classes  in  Ireland; 
that  it  would  throw  aside  all  unworthy 
Party  oonsiderations ;  that  it  would  pro- 
claim the  National  League  and  put  down 
with  a  strong  hand  the  most  brutal  and 
cowardly  system  of  despotism  and  ter- 
zorism  ^e  world  had  ever  seen. 

Mb.  ILLINGWOETH  said,  he 
thought  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Kandolph  Chnrchill)  had  been  some- 
what premature  in  expressing  a  wish 
that  the  general  debate  on  the  Address 
might  be  concladed  in  one  evening. 
When  it  was  remembered  that  this  was 
a  new  Parliament,  with  many  Members 
new  to  Parliamentary  life,  that  they 
had  practically  a  new  Government,  and 
a  House  of  Commons  elected  on  an  en- 
larged coastituency,  they  must  all  ag^ee 
that  it  would  be  improper  to  leave  the 
important  questions  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  without  some  discuEston. 
The  noble  Lord  had  made  a  pitiful 
appeal  to  the  Leaders  of  the  Opposition 
to  initiate  legislation  ;  and  then,  not 
having  much  expectation  that  his  wish 
in  that  direction  would  be  gratified,  he 
turned  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  in 
the  hope  that  issue  would  be  joined  with 
the  Qovemment  on  the  Address.  He 
(Ur.  Illingworth)  thought  every  Mem- 
ber on  the  Liberal  side  of  the  House 
had  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  posi- 
tion which  the  Opposition  had  taken  up. 
They  held  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  initiate  legislation,  and  the  duty 
of  the  OppoeitioD,  if  not  constantly  to 
oppose,  OS  used  to  be  the  canon  of  the 
noble  Lord,  yet  to  examine  with  care  and 
deliberation,  theproposed  legislation.  An 
additional  reason  why  they  should  act 
deliberately  at  this  stage  was  that  they 
might  have  very  few  chances  for  some 
time  to  come  to  criticize  specific  measures 
of  legialatioD.  If  they  were  to  enter  into 
a  wimngle  about  procedure  b>  soon  as 
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the  Address  was  disposed  of,  he  would 
advise  new  Members  to  say  good-bye 
for  this  Session  to  any  specific  proposals 
of  legislBtion  on  any  subject  whatever. 
He  thought  hon.  Members  who  had  just 
spoken,  and  also  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  had  very  muoh  exaggerated 
the  commendations  made  by  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  of  their  foreign  policy. 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke 
with  approval  of  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  Goverument,  he  almost  specifically 
limited  it  to  the  course  takeu  by  Lord 
Salisbury  in  regard  to  the  union  of 
Bulgaria  and  Houmelia  and  the  agree- 
ment with  Bussia.  The  less  that  was 
said  on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  House 
upon  this  question  the  better.  They 
had  come  to  adopt  the  views  of  the 
right  hon.  Membw  for  Mid  Ix>thian ; 
and  the  moral  was  that  they  should 
distrust  their  own  inspirations  and 
their  own  selfish  views  as  to  what  was 
good  for  other  countries  as  well  as 
for  their  own,  and  more  readily  adopt 
suggestions  from  that  quarter.  As  to 
Burmafa,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
distinctly  reserved  any  definite  opinion ; 
and,  for  his  own  part,  he  (Mr.  Illing- 
worth) did  not  listen  with  satisfaction  to 
the  observations  of  the  Seconder  of  the 
Addi-ess  (Mr.  Houldsworth)  when  he 
broadly  hinted  that  the  industriid  classes 
of  this  country  would  condone  an  action 
which  might  not  be  politically  or  morally 
sound  if,  forsooth,  an  increase  of  trade 
would  come  to  the  people  in  the  North 
of  England.  The  hon.  Member  was 
then  exercising  his  own  imagination,  for 
there  was  no  class  of  the  community 
which  more  readily  took  sacrifice  upon 
itself,  in  order  to  escape  immoral  trans- 
actions, than  the  majority  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  this  country.  The  House 
could  not  forget  the  course  taken  by  the 
working  classes  in  Lancashire,  who 
voluntarily  subjected  themselves  to  pri- 
vation rather  than  this  country  should 
take  part  with  the  South  in  the  quarrel 
between  the  Northern  and  Southern 
States  of  the  American  Union.  Ho 
begged  the  Government  to  understand 
that  they  on  the  Liberal  side  had  not 
abandoned  their  right  to  a  free  and  un- 
fettered examination  of  the  merits  of 
the  annexation  of  Burmah.  Then  the 
noble  Lord  had  sought  to  raise  political 
capital  out  of  the  Mission  of  Sir  H. 
Brummond  Wolff  to  Constantinople  and 
Oaiio;  and  in  tiiis  case,  too,  he  (Mr. 
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Illingworth)  thought  they  should  wait 
to  Bee  some  fruits  before  they  garo  even 
that  astute  diplomatist  very  much  credit. 
He  was  afraid,  indeed,  that,  instead  of 
benefiting  Egypt  by  asking  for  the  in- 
terference of  the  Sultan  in  its  internal 
affairs,  they  would  add  another  evil  to 
the  misohiof  which  they  had  already 
done  to  that  misgOTemed  coiintry.  The 
next  part  of  the  Queen's  Speech  to  which 
he  would  allude  was  that  addressed  ex- 
clusively to  the  House  of  Commons, 
stating  that  the  Estimates  for  the  en- 
suing year  had  been  framed  with  due 
regard  to  e£B.ciency  and  economy.  In 
the  very  nest  paragraph  they  were  as- 
sured that  Her  Majeetj  felt  great  sym- 
pathy for  the  great  number  of  persons 
in  distress;  but  he  should  like  to  see 
deeds  as  well  as  words.  They  knew 
that  for  the  last  10  years  there  had  been 
a  general  failure  of  harvests,  and  that 
Eu  a  result  all  classes  in  the  country, 
&om  the  most  opulent  and  idle  to  the 
most  industxiotiB  and  needy,  had  been 
called  upon  to  bear  more  <a  less  prira- 
tion.  They  had  not  command  of  the 
sanshine ;  but  when  the  suffering  was  so 
acute  and  protracted  as  to  be  recognized 
in  the  Queen's  Speech  they  had  a  right 
to  ask  whether  the  Expenditure  of  the 
country  was  on  such  a  scale  as  would 
relieve  the  people  from  unnecessary  bur- 
dens ?  He  must  admit  that  economy  had 
not  been  duly  observed  by  his  own 
Party  for  many  years ;  but  he  did  not 
see  how  they  could  have  economy  with 
the  spirit  which  the  present  OoTemment 
had  displayed.  Economy  could  not  be 
made  to  any  large  extent  in  the  Civil 
Expenditure ;  but  this  now  Parliament 
owed  it  to  the  country,  and  particularly 
to  the  industrial  classes,  to  watch  with  a 
vigilant  eye  the  extravagant  Estimates 
to  which  of  late  years  they  had  been 
accustomed  for  the  Army  and  Navy.  It 
waa  impossible  to  look  into  a  newspaper 
without  seeing  every  day  that  a  new 
ship  had  been  either  launched  or  put 
upon  the  stocks.  Ever  since  the  time  of 
Sir  Kobert  Peel,  when  Liberal  Ministers 
vied  with  Conservatives  in  keeping  down 
expenditure,  a  new  spirit  had  prevailed 
of  rivalry  in  increasing  the  Army  and 
Navy  Expenditure ;  and  what  were  the 
fruits  of  this  rivalry  ?  Was  this  country 
stronger  in  comparison  with  the  other 
countries  of  Europe  for  these  bloated 
armaments  ?  The  reverse  was  the  case, 
and  the  increase  of  our  ships  and  our 

Mr.  llUngwwth 


munitions  and  armamouts  had  only  found 
itsfruitinoorrespondingincrease  abroad, 
and  an  increase  of  the  burdens  on  the 
industrial  classes  in  every  countrj  in 
Europe.  Lest  this  rivalry  led  to  some 
great  calamity  and  crash,  he  would  urge 
new  Members  not  to  yield  to  the  eril 
traditions  of  the  last  30  years.  Then 
there  was  another  point.  Towards  llie 
dose  of  Her  Majesty's  Speech  there  was 
a  paragraph  to  the  effect  that  a  Royal 
Commission  had  been  issued  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Education  Act. 
This  Government  had,  during  the  short 
time  it  had  been  in  Office,  hastened  most 
indecently  to  avail  itself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity of  perpetrating  a  job.  He  au- 
gured from  that  that  their  confidence  of 
remaining  in  power  a  longtime  was  not 
very  great.  He  did  not  complain  very 
much  of  those  smaller  acts  ;  but  it  was  a 
reasonable  ground  for  complaint  that 
when  Commisstons  were  appointed  on 
great  public  questions  they  were  not 
fairly  constituted.  Whatever  might  be 
the  Beport  of  the  Commission  on  Trade, 
the  fact  that  it  was  unfairly  consUtuted 
would  affect  its  value ;  and  he  regretted 
that  when  he  looked  over  the  names 
of  the  Commission  on  Education  he 
found  a  repetition  of  the  same  unfairness. 
The  object  of  the  Government  in  ap- 
pointing this  Commieeion  was  to  but- 
tress up  what  were  called  the  voluntary 
schools.  The  Address  gave  the  House 
plainly  to  understand  that  the  object  of 
the  inquiry  was  as  to  the  value  of  the 
two  methods  —  namely,  the  miscalled 
voluntary  system  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  State  system  on  the  other  hand. 
The  Commission  should  have  had  upon 
it  equal  numbers  of  men  known  to 
favour  either  side,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  no  suspicion  of  partiality  at 
the  source  of  the  inquiry.  But,  so  far 
from  that  being  the  ease,  i^m  two- 
thirds  to  three-fourths  of  tiie  Commis- 
sioners were  men  wedded  to  voluntary 
echoola.  Why  should  such  a  man  as 
Mr.  Alderson,  who  recently  received  an 
important  appointment  as  Charity  Com- 
missioner, and  whose  services  should  be 
given  to  his  oflBoe  every  hour,  why 
should  he  be  taken  away  to  this  Com- 
mission when  other  men  could  have 
acted  who  were  eminent  in  education? 
Why  should  the  Hon.  Lyulph  Stanley, 
who  probably  knew  as  much  of  the  na- 
tional system  of  education  as  anyone  in 
the  oountryf  have  been  overlooked  or 
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tbrnst  aside?  He  also  would  like  to 
know  why  a  late  offieial  in  the  English 
Department,  now  a  member  of  tiie 
Scotch  Department,  ahould  "be  made  a 
Membw  m  the  GomnuBsion  ?  The  De- 
partment with  which  that  gentleman 
was  connected  formerly  was  coming 
under  the  review  of  the  Commission, 
and  he  was,  in  point  of  fact,  to  be  put  in 
judgment  upon  his  own  work ;  and  that 
he  (Mr.  Illingworth)  held  to  be  a  disqua- 
lification in  the  case  of  Sir  Francis  Sand- 
ford.  He  could  only  say  that  whenever 
this  great  education  controversy  was  re- 
opened, he,  and  those  who  thought  with 
him,  would  not  feel  themselves  bound 
hj  the  verdict  of  a  packed  Oommiesion. 
The  Education  Act  of  1870  was  re- 
garded as  a  compromise  in  which  every 
coosideration  was  ahown  to  what  were 
called  the  volontaiy  echools — sohools 
which  were  really  State  supported, 
though  nnl(niiinately  not  under  public 
management ;  and  if  that  compromise 
were  now  disregarded  on  one  side,  those 
who  held  that  public  expenditure  should 
be  followed  by  public  control  would,  of 
course,  no  longer  be  bound  by  the  con- 
tract. 

Mb.  EDWABD  CLARKE  said,  it 
was  easy  to  understand  what  had 
prompted  the  delivery  of  the  speech  to 
which  they  had  jnat  listened.  The 
hon.  Member  spoke  with  indignant 
regret  of  the  enormous  Estimates  of  the 
last  few  years,  during  which,  while  those 
Estimates  were  growing,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  which  mose  Estimates  grew. 

Mb.  ILIilKaWOBTH  protested  that 
he  frequently  took  exoeption  to  the 
amount  <^  the  Estimates  under  the  late 
Government. 

Mb.  EDWARD  CLARBIE  said,  that 
if  the  hon.  Member  had  done  so  he  had 
always  done  it  in  a  very  gentle  voice  ; 
and  there  was  very  little  heard  from  the 
economists  of  the  Liberal  Party  while 
the  expenditure  was  rising  year  by  year. 
With  regard  to  the  Commission  on  the 
Depression  of  Trade,  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  criticized  so  adversely,  it 
was  rather  curious  to  hear  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman lamenting  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment had  words  and  not  deeds  with 
whieh  to  remedy  the  sufferings  of  the 
peond^  when  the  present  Government, 
at  all  OTcnis,  had  set  on  foot  that  inquiry, 
which  i}ie  hon.  (Gentleman  and  his 
Fdnuis  would  rsther  not  have  seen 
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commenced.  As  to  tiie  criticisms  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  on  ^e  appointments 
made  to  the  Commission  on  Education, 
he  did  not  believe  that  any  appointment 
made  by  the  Government  was  open  to 
adverse  criticism  in  the  House.  With 
regard  to  Mr.  Alderson,  he  was  known 
by  those  who  were  acquainted  with  his 
Department  to  bo  a  careful  and  zealous 
worker,  and  that  he  had  had  a  large  ex- 
perience in  matters  of  education  ;  and  as 
to  Sir  Francis  Sandford,  he  was  well 
known  to  be  one  of  the  moat  experienced 
and  capable  men,  and  well  qualified  to 
guide  the  deliberations  of  the  Commis- 
sion. He  wished,  however,  to  say  a  few 
words  to  the  House  upon  the  other  subject 
which  the  House  had  already  been  con- 
sidering, and  upon  which  he  hoped, 
before  the  debate  on  the  Address  closed, 
they  would  get  from  the  Front  Opposi- 
tion Bench  some  definite  and  intelligible 
speech.  Ko  one,  he  thought,  could  feel 
that  the  discussion  that  evening  had 
been  in  any  way  wasted.  It  was  a  clear 
advantage  to  the  House  that  the  chal- 
lenge which  was  thrown  out  in  definite 
and  deliberate  language  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  at 
the  close  of  the  debate  on  the  previous 
evening  had  been,  to  a  certain  extent, 
accepted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
that  evening,  and  that  he  had  ventured 
to  say  what  his  Chief  (Mr.  Famell)  yes- 
terday did  not  say — namely,  what  was 
the  real  meaning  and  purpose  of  the 
Irish  Party.  In  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  there  was  a  very 
curious  suppression  of  the  meaning  and 
purpose  of  the  Irish  Farfy;  and  he  said 
there  was  only  one  difficulty  with  regard 
to  the  Irish  Question,  and  that  was  the 
Land  Question,  and  that  if  that  difficulty 
were  solved  there  would  be  nothing  to 
interfere  with  the  discussion  and  decision 
of  the  question.  But  when  the  hon. 
Member  spoke  of  the  Land  Question  as 
being  a  difficulty,  he  meant  that  it  was  a 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  establishment 
of  a  Legislative  Assembly  in  Ireland ;  and 
his  suggestion  was  intended  to  be  that 
if  this  country  would  only  provide  tho 
funds  to  buy  out  and  pacify  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland,  it  would  cease  to  be  to 
their  interest  to  resist  the  severance  of 
the  Legislative  Union,  and  Ihey  woxdd 
easily  submit  to  that  proposition.  Now, 
he  thouffht  it  was  desirable  that  the 
House  should  exaoUy  see  what  was  the 
position  of  things  in  this  Parliament 
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^ith  regard  to  the  Irish  Question  ;  and, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  he 
would  say  a  few  words  upon  the  ques- 
tion from  the  point  of  view  of  an  Eng- 
lish Member  of  Parliament  not  asso- 
ciated with  either  of  the  two  Irish 
Parties,  and  as  one  who,  he  thought  he 
might  venture  to  say,  had  held  himself, 
during  the  past  five  years,  somewhat  free 
from  Party  with  regard  to  this  question. 
The  ingenious  speech  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  had  two  very  obvious  purposes. 
In  the  first  place,  he  invited  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen sitting  opposite  to  object  to  any 
discussion  of  procedure  in  the  House  of 
Cktmmons  until  the  Government  had  put 
forward  a  definite  proposal  of  its  own 
with  regard  to  Irish  afi'airs  ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  he  expressed,  in  magnifi- 
cent terms  of  sympathy  and  moral  feel- 
ing, his  desire  to  do  all  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  done  to  serve  the  purpose  of 
those  hon.  Gentlemen.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  suggestion  was  acted  upon. 
They  had  a  apoMh  from  the  Leader  of 
the  Irish  Party,  in  which  he  took  care 
to  be  as  graceful  and  pleasant  as  possible 
in  bis  reference  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and 
studiously  kept  out  of  view  anything 
that  could  dash  with  the  suggestion 
made  from  the  Front  Opposition  Bench ; 
and  the  Party  opposite  now  declined  to 
formulate  their  proposals  to  the  House 
until  they  heard  what  the  Government 
proposed.  The  fact  was,  they  would 
wait  to  hear  what  the  Government  said, 
and  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite would  say,  and  then  they  would 
deal  as  seemed  to  them  best  with  regard 
tothis  problem.  Hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site came  to  the  House,  being  five-sixths 
of  the  Kepresentatives  of  Ireland.  He 
was  not  going  to  quarrel  with  the  argu- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton)  as  to  their  authority  to  represent 
the  greater  portion  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. The  world  was  governed  by  faot% 
and  not  by  explanations ;  and  whatever 
might  be  the  explanation  of  the  presence 
of  hon.  Members  opposite,  it  was  a  very 
serious  fact  with  which  Parliament 
had  to  deal.  He  should  have  thought 
that  with  86  Representatives  of  Ireland 
there,  with  a  Leader  at  their  head  who 
had  been  trusted  for  years  past,  and 
who,  by  his  Parliamentary  conduct,  had 
well  deserved  the  reward  of  their  trust 
— he  should  have  thought  that  Party 
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would  have  been  perfectly  capable  of 
formulating  and  putting  forward  a  de- 
finite proposition.  The  straightforward 
course  would  have  been  to  say  through 
their  Leader's  lips  what  was  the  measure 
they  asked  the  English  Parliament  to 
grant.  ["No  !  "  from  the IrUk  Memhtrt.'] 
They  repudiated  that  suggestion,  be- 
cause they  held  that  such  a  course  would 
not  be  wise  in  a  tactical  point  of  view. 
They  denred  to  hold  the  balance  be- 
tween the  two  great  Parties  ia  tbe  House 
of  Commons,  waiting  to  know  wbat  the 
Government  had  to  offer  them,  and 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Memberfor  Mid  Lothian  would  not  out- 
bid that  offer,  and  then  their  conduct 
would  be  guided  by  expediency.  They 
might  think  that  an  astute  and  well- 
calculated  policy ;  but  he  thought  it  a 
mistaken  one.  They  could  not  consign 
to  oblivion  the  statements  made  by  their 
leaders  outside  the  House,  and  they 
could  not  involve  in  obscurity  the  real 
objects  for  the  accomplishment  of  which 
they  had  won  their  way  into  the  House. 
In  the  debate  yesterday  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Guildford  Division  of  Sur- 
rey (Mr.  Brodrick)  had  quoted  from  a 
speech  said  to  have  been  delivered  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Oity  of  Cork 
in  1882.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  repudiated  tbequotation  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  saying  that  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  speak  in  such  a  tone  in  1682, 
as  he  was  in  another  place,  referring 
by  that  euphemism  to  the  locality  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  consigned  him  in  1881.  The 
fact  was  that  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Oity  of  Cork  went  to  America  in  Janu- 
ary, 1880.  ["No!"]  He  was  sure  he 
was  correct ;  and  from  Januaiy  2,  when 
he  ariived  at  New  York,  until  shortly 
before  March  21,  he  was  peregrittattng 
in  that  country,  and  making  speeches 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  money.  It 
was  on  tlie  evening  of  February  20  or 
21  he  spoke  at  Cincinnati,  and  unless 
the  newspaper  reports  were  designedly 
incorrect  he  used  the  words  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Guildford  Diviffloa 
quoted  as  to  separating  the  last  link  be- 
tween this  coimtry  and  Ireland ;  and  up 
till  last  night  no  repudiation  of  that 
quotation,  which  had  been  used  over 
and  over  again  in  politioal  controversy, 
came  from  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Oity  of  Cork.  But  yesterday  the  hon. 
Member  spoke  of  it  aa  a  quotation  fiv 
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whioh  no  anthorify  was  given,  and  as 
liaving  ooenrred,  if  it  was  uttered  at 
all,  in  a  speech  delivered  a  considerable 
time  ago.  He  hod  referred  to  speeches 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  delivered  at -a  later  date.  On  the 
25  th  of  September,  1881,  there  was  a 
great  proceBsion  and  demonstration  in 
the  streets  of  Dublin.  In  that  pro- 
oession  the  hon.  If  embers  for  the  Oity 
of  Cork  and  Sligo  were  the  two  prin- 
cipal personages ;  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  was  reported  in 
The  TintM,  in  his  speech  on  that  occa- 
sion, to  have  referred  to  the 

"  Spirit  which  will  never  die  until  it  sweeps 
that  detosted  alien  rule,  with  its  buckshot  and 
its  bayonets,  olear  away  over  the  Channel 
vheaoe  it  came,  never  to  return.  We  aak  to 
role  ooTselTea ;  we  ask  that  TriBlunen  shall 
make  laws  on  Irish  soil." 

The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton), 
Bpeaking  on  the  same  occasion,  said — 

"  To-night  will  he  marked  for  ever  aa  a  me- 
morable and  glorious  night  in  the  history  of 
Dublin  and  Ireland.  The  City  of  Dublin  has 
broken  loose  from  the  Lion  and  the  Unicom, 
and  has  arrayed  itself  under  the  sacred  banner 
of  the  Shamrock  and  Harp.  Whereas  Ireland 
poor  has  long  been  Irdand  enilBved,  I  tell  yon 
that  Irolaiid  preiperotu  will  soon,  be  Ireland 
independent.'' 

The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  had  said 
that  night  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  desires  of  the  Irish  people  incon- 
sistent with  the  limitations  laid  down  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian. 
The  aentences  which  he  had  read  to  the 
House  were  in  direct  opposition  to 
those  limitations.  [Cn«  of  "No!" 
from  the  Irish  Members.']  There  was  the 
phrase  "The  independence  of  Ireland." 

Mb.  BEXTON:  LegisIatlTe  inde- 
peodmce. 

Hb.  O'KELLT:  Like  Australian  in- 
dependence. 

IfB.  EDWARD  OLAKKE:  No;  "the 
independence  of  Ireland."  Nothing  was 
said  about  legislative  independence. 

Me.  SEXTON:  That  was  quite  un- 
derstood, 

Mr.  EDWARD  CLARKE  said,  that 
it  was  such  phrases  as  "  The  indepen- 
dence of  Ireland,"  "Sweeping  away 
the  alien  rule,"  and  "  Severing  the  last 
link  that  binds  the  two  countries,"  that 
had  given  the  Irish  Party  subscriptions 
in  America  and  votes  in  Ireland.  Those 
dedorations  could  not,  by  any  stretches 
of  ingenuity,  be  brought  within  the  com- 
pass of  those  labonm  ambiguities  to 
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whioh  they  listened  last  night  £rom  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition.  But  hon. 
Members  did  not  choose  to  avow  and  to 
ask  the  support  of  the  House  for  the 
programme  which  they  had  proclaimed 
in  the  country.  No  doubt  they  wore 
exercising  a  wise  judgment,  as  a  matter 
of  tactics,  in  not  seeking  a  division ;  for 
he  imagined  there  were  very  few  Libe- 
ral Members  who  would  venture  to  go 
into  the  Lobby  with  them.  If  they  put 
upon  the  Notice  Paper  a  Wotion  de- 
claring that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
reconaidoring  the  existence  of  the  Legis- 
lative Union  between  this  country  and 
Ireland  ;  if  they  really  meant  what  they 
had  said  ;  if  all  this  fine  language  was 
an  expression  of  a  real  and  deliberate 
determination,  and  was  not  merely  a 
bid  for  political  and  pecuniary  support, 
why  did  they  not  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  putting  their  proposals  before 
the  House,  and  of  letting  their  Loader 
expound  the  reasons  by  whioh  those 
proposals  could  be  defended  ?  The  fact 
was  that  the  moment  they  began  to 
make  spoeches  about  the  Legislative 
Union  of  the  two  countries,  they  fur- 
nished the  House  with  the  best  reasons 
why  that  Union  should  never  be  severed. 
That  very  night  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  with  regard  to  the 
landlords  of  Ireland  and  the  practice  of 
"Boycotting"  afforded  the  strongest 
warning  which  could  be  given  to  an 
English  Parliament  against  allowing  an 
Irish  Parliament  to  be  set  up  in  Dublin. 
If  such  a  Parliament  were  set  up,  those 
who  would  guide  its  policy  and  direct 
its  debates  would  be  the  very  men  who 
represented  Ireland  in  the  House  of 
Commons  now.  By  them  the  system 
of  "  Boycotting,"  which  was  a  social 
tyranny  of  a  most  intolerable  kind,  was 
not  only  extenuated,  but  almost  j  ustified, 
as  a  mild  but  e£fective  substitute  for 
outrages ;  and  the  words  uttered  that 
night  by  the  hou.  Member  for  Sligo 
with  reference  to  landlords,  if  spoken 
in  a  Legislative  Assombly  in  Ireland  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  and  his  Friends 
wielded  a  commanding  influence,  could 
not  but  have  a  deplorable  result.  The 
hen.  Member  and  his  Colleagues  were 
possibly  miscalculating  the. general  tone 
and  temper  of  Parliament.  Ho  had 
spoken  of  the  presence  of  16  or  17 
IHster  Members  who  would  not  allow 
the  present  Government  to  do  anything 
in  the  way  of  concession  or  justice  to 
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Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  miaunder- 
atood  the  position  and  desires  of  those 
Ulster  Members.  They  were,  at  ail 
events,  just  as  deeply  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  Ireland  as  a  great  many  of 
the  hon.  Members  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House.  They  had  been  attacked 
as  the  fiepresentatiTes  of  that  landlord 
class,  three- fourths  of  whose  estates 
were  said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  English 
usurers.  If  that  was  the  oaso,  they  had 
manifestly  an  immense  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  Ireland.  Men  in  their  finan- 
cial position  would  be  the  very  men  to 
whom  it  would  be  of  intense  import- 
ance tiiat  Ireland  should  be  law- 
abiding  and  prosperouB.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  interests  of  the  Irish 
landlords  would  be  safe  in  the  hands 
of  an  Irish  Parliament.  Was  there  ever 
a  Parliament  which  made  more  sacrifices 
of  time  and  energy,  of  traditions  and  of 
prejudices,  of  the  principles  of  political 
economy,  and  of  juatice  and  equity,  than 
the  last,  in  the  vain  and  futile  hope  of 
satisfying  those  who  made  each  succes- 
sive concession  a  ground  for  coming  for- 
ward with  further  demands  ?  He  be- 
lieved that  if  they  were  to  deal  with  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  Ireland,  protect- 
ing the  rights  and  interests  of  tho  ma- 
jority, while  considering  and  carefully 
desirinff  to  serve  the  interests  of  thegreat 
body  of  the  people,  it  was  in  that  House 
that  that  work  could  and  would  be  ac- 
complished, and  that  it  would  be  accom- 
plished far  better  there  than  by  any  Par- 
liament assembling  in  Dublin.  The  hon. 
Member  for  SUgo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had 
thrown  out  a  hint  that  if  his  Party  as- 
sisted or  allowed  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  carry 
an  Amendment  against  the  Government, 
the  Liberals  might  themselves  be  sub- 
sequently thrown  out  by  the  votes  of  the 
Irish  Members.  In  that  case,  he  (Mr. 
Clarke)  was,  he  believed,  expressing  the 
feeling  of  a  very  large  numbw  of  uiose 
who  sat  on  his  (the  Conservative)  side, 
that  if  the  Government  which  took  the 
place  of  the  existing  one  was  a  Govern- 
ment in  which  the  opinions  of  the  noble 
Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington) 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Goschen)  were  sufficiently  represented, 
and  in  which  they  held  authority,  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland  would  be  quite 
mistaken  if  they  thought  the  Conserva- 
tive Party  would  join  them  in  any  at- 
tempt to  eject  such  a  Government  from 
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Office.  The  immediate  neoessity  of  the 
moment  was  the  good  government  of  Ire- 
land ;  that  was  the  object  of  the  House  ; 
and  the  great  body  of  the  House,  with- 
out distinction  of  Party,  would  be  pre- 
pared to  support  any.  administrator  of 
affairs  in  Ireland  who  showed  himself 
determined  not  to  yield  to  the  invitation 
to  establish  a  separate  Legislature  for 
Ireland,  but  who,  subject  to  that  limita- 
tion, proceeded  to  endeavour  at  once  to 
enforce  the  law  of  the  country  as  it  should 
bo  enforced,  and  to  study  the  interests  of 
the  people.  It  was  possible  there  might 
bo  a  change  of  Government ;  and  it  was 

Srecisely  because  those  who  sat  on  the 
bnservative  side  and  spoke  without 
dread,  without  anxiety,  and  without  bit- 
terness of  the  possibility  of  a  change  of 
Government,  that  a  Government  which, 
while  refusing  legislative  disunion,  would 
steadily  endeavour  to  serve  the  interests 
of  Ireland,  would  have  the  steadfast 
support  of  many  on  his  side  of  the 
House.  They  had  had  the  advantage  in 
that  debate  of  a  distinct  avowal  from  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  of  the  aims  of  his 
Party.  If  this  debate  went  on  to  its 
end,  if  no  Amendment  was  moved,  if  the 
Address  was  agreed  to,  tiie  country  would 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
underground  influences  or  infarigues  had 
not  hitherto  sapped  the  fidelity  of  the 
Liberal  Party  to  that  which  he  believed 
was  essential  to  the  cause  of  good  go- 
vernment of  the  Empire — the  mainten- 
ance of  the  Legislative  Union  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Mr.  MATHEB  said,  he  must  apolo- 
gize for  interrupting  the  debate  upon  the 
Irish  Question;  but,  taking  advantage 
of  the  presence  of  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Council  on  Education,  he  must  say 
that  he  was  painfully  struck  with  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Man- 
chester (Mr.  Houldsworth),  in  seconding 
the  Address  yesterday,  on  the  proposed 
Koyal  Commission  to  consider  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Education  Acts,  inasmuch 
as  he,  in  aposition  almost  official,  strongly 
denounced  the  operations  of  the  Act  of 
1870.  He  felt  that  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  HUng- 
worth)  might  possibly  be  j  uatified,  when 
he  said  that  the  Commission  would  not 
be  a  Commission  fairly  representing  the 
opinions  of  tho  House  and  of  the  coun- 
try, if  the  definition  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  of  what  it  was  to  do  and 
to  consider  was  accepted.   The  hon. 
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Member  had  declared  that  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Education  Act  had  been 
unjuat  to  a  lu>ge  number  of  voluntary 
scbools  in  the  country,  and  that  that 
injustice  was  extremely  detrimental  to 
the  welfare  of  the  nation.  He  (Mr. 
Ifather)  took  exception  to  tliat  Btate- 
meni  aa  being  a  gross  exaggwation  of 
tiie  case ;  and  he  di£ferea  from  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  cheered  the  hon.  Kern- 
.ber  for  Manchester.  The  operation  and 
administration  of  the  Education  Act  in 
the  larger  towns  of  the  country — he 
spoke  irom  experience — and  in  Man- 
ohester  had  been  conducted  with  the 
most  sacred — he  thought  that  was  not 
too  strong  a  word — regard  to  those  in- 
stitutions which  existed  before  the  Edu- 
cation Act  of  1870  came  into  force.  The 
efficient,  well- managed  voluntary  schools 
then  existing  in  Manchester  and  other 
towns  had  been  immensely  benefited 
bj  the  operations  of  the  Act,  by  the 
rancation  given  in  them  being  made  of 
a  higher  and  more  far-reaofaing  charac- 
ter than  it  formerly  was.  There  was 
not  in  the  whole  country  a  voluntary 
school  that  had  suflFered  in  the  least 
from  the  Education  Act  of  1870  that 
was  worthy  of  existence  at  all ;  but  such 
had  been  put  into  a  more  efficient  con- 
dition, and  only  those  schools  had  gone 
to  the  wall  which  were  inefficient  and 
cumbered  the  ground.  He  wished  it  to 
be  understood  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  did  not  represent  the 
entire  feeling  of  that  large  industrial 
commttoity.  Their  constituencies  were 
contiguous,  and  they  represented  much 
the  same  class  of  people ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Mather)  spoke  with  some  authority, 
having  served  on  the  Salford  School 
Board  for  12  years.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  declared  that  the  Act 
leqnired  revision,  and  its  operations 
carefully  examined,  for  the  purpose  of 
restricting  and  taking  some  power  and 
control  from  the  boards  which  they  had 
previously  exercised.  He  ventured  to 
say,  from  his  experience,  that  the  con* 
trol  and  powers  which  the  boards  had 
exercised  during  the  last  12  years  in 
Manohester  and  Salford  had  never  been 
used  except  in  the  cause  of  education, 
both  in  board  and  voluntary  schools. 
On  both  boards  the  majorities  had  been 
continnously  composed  of  the  Ooneerva- 
tive  and  Church  Parties,  and  had,  there- 
fore, represented  the  sectarian,  or  so- 
eaUedrwgiousintemsts  in  education.  He 


looked  forward  to  the  work  of  thia  Hoyal 
Oommission  with  far  greater  expectation 
than  if  he  thought  it  would  merely  take 
into  consideration  no  wider  question 
than  that  of  a  few  deorepit  voluntary 
schools.  The  working  classes  ought  to 
have  still  greater  power  of  exercising 
their  faculties  by  oeing  taught  to  be 
more  scientific  and  more  artistic  in  in- 
dustrial and  technical  schools.  Then  they 
would  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
in  the  immediate  future  the  working 
man  would  take  a  different  and  a  higher 
rank  than  at  present,  in  comparison 
with  the  highly  educated  artizane  of 
some  other  nations.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester  had  told  them  of 
new  markets  to  be  opened  up  for  our 
trade  in  Burmah  ;  but,  in  his  own  opi- 
nion, what  they  had  to  look  forward  to 
was  a  consuming  power  continually  in- 
creasing at  home,  effected  by  an  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  our  work- 
ing classes.  The  policy  with  regard  to 
the  annexation  of  Burmah  would  be 
judged  on  the  issue  whether  it  was  just 
or  unjust,  and  not  with  reference  to 
the  opening  up  of  new  markets.  His 
opinion  was  that  the  best  markets  for 
Ikiglish  industries  were  those  which 
were  nearest  home.  The  wants  of  civi- 
lization, rather  than  those  of  semi-civi- 
lized or  barbarous  countries,  were  thos6 
which  best  suited  the  manufactures  we 
ought  to  produce ;  and  if  we  would  only 
endeavour  to  satisfy  those  wants  by  pro- 
viding for  the  improved  education  of  the 
children  of  this  country  there  need  be 
no  fear  for  our  industrial  future. 

Mr.  BABTLEY  said,  he  thought  that 
with  regard  to  Ireland  they  had  come 
to  where  two  ways  diverged.  The  one 
was  a  road  on  which  each  step  required 
the  greatest  caution,  and  which  was 
dark  and  diffioolt,  but  which,  if  boldly 
taken,  would  lead  to  safety ;  the  other 
seemed  easy,  but  was  dangerous  and 
treacherous,  and  would  lead  them  into 
an  abyss  of  revolution  and  disaster. 
He  believed  that  the  right  way  was 
firmly  and  distinctly  to  maintain  the 
law  as  it  stood,  and  that  anything  else 
would  only  tend  to  promote  and  foster 
the  idea  of  disloyalty.  They  must,  un- 
doubtedly, make  up  their  minds,  first 
of  all,  to  maintain  the  law  in  its  pre- 
sent state,  before  they  thought  of  re- 
forming and  improving.  During  the 
first  three  years  of  the  last  Parliament 
Ireland  had  monopolized  a  great  part 
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of  the  attention  of  Parliament.  Invhat 
vay  bad  the  heroic  legielation  which 
had  then  been  passed  tended  to  pro- 
mote the  well-being  of  Ireland  ?  They 
had  had  the  Disestablishment  of  the 
Ohurob,  the  two  Land  Acts,  the  Ar> 
rears  Act,  and  others,  none  of  which 
had  done  the  good  to  the  ootintry  which 
was  confidently  predicted.  Since  1868 
she  had  been  going  backwards ;  why 
should  another  sop  be  given  in  the  form 
of  County  Government  ?  "Would  it  tend 
to  promote  juetice  in  that  country,  or  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  in  handing  over 
the  government  to  what  would  practi- 
cally be  the  National  League?  These 
oonceasions  had  been  made  to  Ireland 
simply  and  solely  because,  from  time  to 
time,  each  side  of  the  House  had  com- 
peted for  the  Irish  vote.  The  late  Go- 
vernment had  in  1880  refused  to  renew 
an  Act  which  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  enable  the  law  to  be  maintained  in 
Ireland,  and  had  had  to  retrace  its  steps ; 
and  in  1885.  he  regretted  to  say,  nis 
own  Party  had  done  the  same.  Those 
who  depended  upon  the  Irish  Tote  de- 
pended upon  what  could  not  be  trusted; 
the  Party  which  bad  given  so  much 
to  Ireland  had  not  gained  one  seat  in 
that  country  at  the  last  Election.  The 
Irish  Paity  wanted  separation,  and 
nothing  less.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  spoke  plainly  out- 
side the  House ;  while,  from  his  mild 
speech  in  that  debate,  it  appeared 
that  they  would  be  satisfied  with  a 
few  millions  for  the  present.  The 
policy  of  always  giving  to  Ireland  was 
the  greatest  possible  mistake.  The  first 
principle  was  to  maintain  the  law.  Ho 
considered  that  the  perpetual  saying 
"that  something  must  be  done  for  Ire- 
land "  was  one  of  the  great  curses  of  our 
relationship  with  that  country.  Ire- 
land, at  the  present  time,  had  no 
practical  grievance.  Irehmd  had  all 
the  advantages  which  this  country  en- 
joyed. No  doubt,  Ireland  had  had  a 
bad  agricultural  time,  llronical  cries 
of  "No,  no!"/'*o"*  ^rish  Jf/embers.] 
Well,  he  was  glad  to  hear  that ;  but 
if  she  had  had  a  bad  time  she  wan  no 
worse  than  England  and  other  countries. 
It  was  said  that  Ireland  wanted  capital. 
"Was  that  to  be  wondered  at  with  the 
legislation  which  had  been  going  on  ? 
Ireland  was  as  free  as  England,  and 
certunly  freer  than  America.  For 
was  it  to  be  supposed  that  any  State 

Mr,  Bartloy 


in  America  would  be  tolerated  if  it 
treated  the  United  States  with  dyna- 
mite as  the  Irish  had  treated  this  coun- 
try ?  All  he  could  say  was  that  America 
would  have  found  a  short  way  to  put  a 
stop  to  it.  The  only  grievance  of  Be- 
laud was  a  sentimental  one — ^that  she 
formed  part  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land— and  this  g^evance  many  ^ater 
nations  than  Ireland  would  like  to 
share ;  but  it  was  one  which  England 
would  n  ever  allow  to  be  removed. 
The  only  power  of  this  agitation  con- 
sisted in  the  86  votes;  and  he  trusted 
that  both  Parties  in  that  House,  leav- 
ing aside,  of  course,  a  few  "faddists," 
would  unite  to  uphold  the  Constitution, 
and  to  oppose  all  idea  of  separation. 
The  integrity  of  the  Empire  was  of 
greater  importance  than  the  triumph  of 
Party.  "What  Ireland  wanted  was  a 
firm  and  decided  maintenance  of  the 
law,  which  was  tho  primary  condition 
of  government ;  and  he  hoped  that  the 
powers  necessary  for  that  purpose  would 
be  embodied  in  what  should  be  called 
an  anti-Ooercion  Act,  which,  might  be 
made  applicable  not  to  Ireland  alone, 
but  to  the  United  Kingdom.  When, 
under  the  provisions  of  such  an  Act,  the 
maintenance  of  the  law  in  the  country 
was  restored,  the  power  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell)  would  fade  away. 

Mr.  A.  R.  D.  ELLIOT  said,  a  great 
deal  might  be  urged  on  this  important 
question  of  coercion  pro  and  eon  ;  but 
there  was  a  much  more  important  sub- 
ject before  the  country  than  the  mere 
question  of  inserting  fresh  clauses  in  & 
Criminal  Law,  or  whether  this  or  that 
measure  should  be  passed.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly the  case  that  for  the  last  five 
or  six  weeks  the  whole  country  from 
one  end  to  the  other  had  been  disturbed 
by  this  question  of  Home  Bule,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  was  ono  of  the  greatest 
questions  that  had  arisen  within  the 
last  generation.  He  regretted  to  say 
that  in  the  new  House  of  Commons  they 
bad  not  had  in  the  two  days*  debate 
that  amount  of  leading  which  they  had 
a  right  to  expect.  The  whole  country 
had  been  ringing  with  one  subject.  The 
Press  had  been  full  of  it;  and  yet  they 
had  but  one  speech,  and  that  from  their 
great  Leader,  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian.  He  should  like  to  hear  a 
great  deal  more  than  that  from  the 
Leaders  of  the  Liberal  Party.  The 
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questioa  of  Home  Bule  was  not  bo  pro- 
minent when  they  were  before  the  elec- 
tors as  it  was  now ;  but  they  hod  dia 
ooased  the  question  of  Home  Hule  to 
some  extent,  and  he  should  like  hon. 
Members  to  say  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons wbat  they  had  said  to  their  con- 
stitaents.  He  remembered  that  a  few 
months  ago  he  sat  below  tbe  Gangway 
with  several  of  his  hon.  lEViends.  There 
were  the  two  hon.  Members  for  Man- 
chester ^Mr.  Sla^  sndMr.  Jacob  Bright), 
and  there  was  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Hopwood).  Better  and  steadier  Mem- 
bers of  the  Liberal  Party  never  eat  in 
that  House  than  those  with  whomhe  need 
to  sit  in  that  part  of  the  House.  Where 
were  they  now  ?  He  should  like  to  ask 
why  they  were  not  there  ?  The  reason, 
he  believed,  was  this— that  those  hon. 
Members  followed  in  their  policy  the 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian.  If  they  had 
had  any  idea  in  their  minds  that  any 
policy  of  this  kind  was  to  be  suggested, 
they  would  have  been  bound,  as  honest 
men,  to  tell  the  electors.  The  views  of 
the  Liberal  candidates  were  not  con* 
coaled  during  the  battle  of  the  General 
Hection.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  the  Bossendale  Division  of  North- 
East  Lancashire  (the  Marquess  of  Hart- 
ington),  who  was  not  now  in  his  place, 
went  over  to  the  North  of  belaud  during 
the  very  height  of  the  contest,  and,  per- 
sonally, he  was  very  glad  he  did  go 
over.  What  did  he  say,  with  the  full 
sanction  and  approval  of  the  Liberal 
Partf — because  not  one  Member  of 
Parliament,  not  one  leading  statesman 
on  their  side,  ventured  for  a  moment  to 
throw  doubt  or  discredit  upon  the  views 
held  by  the  noble  Lord?  The  noble 
Lord  told  the  people  of  Belfast  that  the 
differences  between  Conservatives  and 
Liberals,  important  no  doubt,  were  as 
nothing  to  the  differences  which  divided 
loy^  men  from  disloyal  men.  That 
k&d  of  language  was  held  not  only  by 
those  who,  like  the  noble  Lord,  were 
Whigs — a  name  certainly  not  to  be 
ashamed  of — but  also  by  other  hon. 
Members  of  a  very  different  type,  such 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  John 
Bright),  who  had  been  so  long  identified 
with  Birmingham.  That  was  the  way 
in  which  they  of  the  Liberal  Party  went 
to  the  country,  and  now  what  did  they 
find  hero  ?  He  hoped  he  did  not  find 
may  departure  &om  the  line  recently 

VOL.  OOOIL  [thibo  nctixs.] 


taken  ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  if 
there  was  to  be  no  departure  from  it 
they  should  be  told  there  was  to  be  no 
departure.  He,  for  one,  could  only  say 
that  if  this  debate  came  to  an  end  with- 
out a  speech,  and  a  speech  expressing 
such  views  as  he  had  indicated,  from 
the  noble  Lord  and  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  whom  he  had  very  con- 
siderable faith,  the  more  youthful  Mem- 
ber for  the  town  of  Birmingham,  he 
could  only  say  that  they,  the  liberal 
Party,  were  left  in  that  House  in  the 
position  of  a  helpless  crowd.  However 
admirable  the  selection  of  the  constitu- 
encies might  be,  they  were  nothiug  better 
than  a  crowd  unless  they  were  led. 
What  they  wanted  was  leading,  and 
leading  of  a  definite  and  certain  kind. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian,  for  whom  no  one  had 
a  highor  respect  than  he  had,  was  a 
little  too  humble  in  the  way  in  which 
he  had  deecribed  his  position  in  that 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  think  that  unless  he  was 
occupying  the  position  of  First  Minister 
of  the  Grown  he  had  not  any  gigantic 
responsibility.  For  his  part,  bethought 
the  position  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman held  and  his  great  abilities  and 
eminent  services  to  the  country  made 
the  responsibility  weigh  upon  him 
wherever  he'eat.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman spoke  of  the  Government  as 
being  responsible;  but  was  he  not  one 
of  those  who  governed  the  country  as 
much  aa  any  who  sat  in  that  House  ? 
\_Cr%ei  of  "No,  no!"]  Hon.  Members 
said  "No;"  but  he  did  not  tbink  they 
quite  followed  his  meaning.  In  the 
House  of  Commons  they  were  often 
rather  narrow  and  limited  in  their  views 
of  the  word  "Government,"  for  those 
who  governed  the  country,  in  fact,  were 
very  often  men  who  sat  upon  the  one 
side  of  the  House  as  upon  the  other. 
He  hoped  they  would  have  clear  and 
plain  language.  The  Gentlemen  whom 
he  saw  around  him  on  the  Liberal 
Benches  were  a  mere  perversion  of  the 
Liberal  Party.  And  those  who  thought 
that  these  Benches  at  present  repre- 
sented the  Liberal  Party  would  some  day 
or  other  find  themselves  uncommonly 
mistaken.  He,  for  one,  had  read  with 
immense  satisfaction  those  words  in  Her 
Majesty's  Speech—  * 

*'  I  am  resolutely  opposed  to  any  distnrbanes 
of  that  fuadamental  law," 
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that  was,  the  Iiegislatire  Union  between 
Ireland  and  Great  Britain— 

"And  in  reeiating  it  I  am  ooarinoed  that 
I  shall  be  heartily  Bupportedby  my  Parliament 

and  my  people." 

He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
with,  that  paragraph  he  thoroughly 
and  entirdy  agreed,  and  he  wished 
to  congratulate  Her  Majesty's  Ad- 
visers that  that  appeal  h^  been  made 
to  Parliament,  which,  at  all  events, 
had  not  been  made  in  vain.  They  had 
heard  Bome  explanations  asked  for  as 
to  why  no  Amendment  was  moved. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North- 
ampton had  said  the  Speech  bound  no 
one ;  but  he  thought  that  it  did,  be- 
cause if  they  differed  with  that  they 
were  certaioty  bound  to  come  forward 
and  say  so.  They  knew  what  the  real 
reason  was ;  it  was  that  not  a  single 
Member  below  the  Gangway  dared 
move  such  an  Amendment.  For  his 
part,  he  was  prepared  to  vote  for  that 
paragraph  in  the  Speech,  and  he  be- 
Ueved  the  greater  part  of  the  Liberal 
Party  would  support  it.  ["  No,  no !  "1 
If  the  hon.  Member  who  said  "Ko" 
believed  that,  let  him  put  it  to  ihe  test. 
This  question  was  important,  and  the 
views  of  the  Liberal  Party  should  be  de- 
clared before  the  debate  came  to  a  close. 
The  whole  country  was  waiting  for  it. 
There  was  no  closer  attendant  upon  the 
House  of  CommonB  than  the  right  hon. 
G-entleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
but  he  was  not  the  only  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman ;  and  he  wanted  to  hear — and  he 
knew  that  the  majority  of  the  Liberal 
Party  wanted  to  hear — what  other  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  had  to  contribute  to  the 
debate.  Owing  to  the  hesitation  which 
seemed  to  have  come  over  so  many,  they 
were  in  some  serious  danger  of  drifting 
to  he  knew  not  what.  This  was  not  the 
time  to  discuss  in  detail  the  merits  of  the 
Home  Bule  Question ;  but  what  they  had 
to  do,  as  reasonable  men,  was  to  bear  in 
their  minds  what  it  was  that  Home  Bule 
really  meant.  The  Government  had  de- 
scribed it  as  severance  of  Legislative 
Union ;  but  it  would  not  hold  good  for  a 
moment.  They  heard  a  good  deal  about 
good  policy  and  management,  and  how 
to  manage  their  own  affairs;  and  he  could 
only  say  he  honestly  believed  that  the 
country  was  in  want  of  outspoken, 
simple  honesty,  and  he  hoped  as  this 
debate  went  on  there  would  oe  no  lack 
of  that  quality.   He  did  not  think  there 
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would  be  from  those  who  sat  on  those 
(the  Liberal)  Benches ;  but  those  utting 
there  now  were  not  the  Liberal  Party— 
they  were  the  Irish  Members  who  wen 
attached  to  the  Liberal  Party.  In  con- 
clusion, he  would  appeal  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers and  right  hon.  Members  to  come 
forward  and  tell  them  what  they  thought 
the  policy  of  the  country  ought  to  be.  It 
was  the  function  of  the  Leaders  to  Imd 
them ;  and  he  satd  without  any  hesitation 
that  if  any  Leader  of  the  Liberal  Party 
came  forward,  and  appealed  to  them — 
and  not  only  them,  but  the  whole  coun- 
try— to  maiutoin  the  Legislative  Union 
of  the  three  countries—he  cared  litUo 
whether  it  was  the  noble  Lord  or  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Birmingham — he  felt  sure  that  which- 
ever of  these  Gentlemen  it  might  be  who 
spoke  for  the  country  and  desired  to 
maintain  the  Union,  he  would  rally  at 
his  back  those  who  would  make  him  the 
principal  Leader  of  the  Liberal  Party. 

Mb.  GBEQOBY  said,  he  hoped  that 
some  expression  of  opinion  would  be  got 
from  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  fVont 
Opposition  Bench  in  regard  to  this  im- 
portant subject.  As  for  himself,  he 
would  give  an  independent  support  to 
any  Government  that  would  muntain. 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire. 

Mb.  THOBOLD  B0GEB8  observed, 
that  an  hon.  Gentleman  had  that  even- 
ing compared  their  fellow-countrymen 
in  Ireland  to  highwaymen  and  wolves. 
That  did  not  seem  to  h^m  to  be  a  par- 
ticularly conciliatory  spirit  in  which  to 
approach  the  great  question  between  the 
two  peoples.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Boxburghshire  (Mr.  A.  Elliot), 
with  an  audacity  which  he  hardly  ex- 
pected from  a  Scotch  Member,  had  for- 
gotten the  very  fundamental  rule  whioh 
had  alwi^  governed  Constitutional  op- 
pcwition  in  that  House,  and  which  was 
laid  down  by  so  great  a  Conservative  as 
the  late  Sir  Bobert  Peel— namely,  that 
it  was  not  their  busineea  to  announce  a 
policy  until  they  were  called  on.  It  waa 
not  just,  fair,  or  generous,  to  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  to  demand  of  them 
that  they  should  explain  before  thur 
imitators  and  their  enemies  what  policy 
they  intended  to  adopt  with  regard  to 
Ireland.  The  House  had  been  told  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  crime  prevail- 
ing in  Ireland.  That  had  been  denied 
by  Irish  Members ;  and  he  frankly  told 
the  House  that  he  would  as  Boon  believe 
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them  as  he  vonld  believe  the  Dublin 
Correspondent  of  TTu  Times,  Nothiog 
had  done  more  ^arm  to  the  good  rela- 
tions between  the  English  and  Irish 
peoples  than  the  incessant  tmmpetings 
of  those  Solomons  of  the  day— the  daily 
papers.    He  r^retted  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  heM  the  threat  of  coercion 
over  the  Irish  people.   He  believed  that 
no  greater  political  blunder  could  be 
committed  by  any  Government  than  the 
establishment  of  a  special  Criminal  Law, 
and  he  repented  very  much  tbat  he  had 
ever  supported  coercion.   Nothing  could 
be  baser  than  the  temporary  alliance  of 
the  Tory  and   Irish  patriot.  That 
alliance  had  borne  its  fruits,  and  one 
result  of  it,  at  any  rate,  was  to  convert 
him  for  the  fnture  against  supporting, 
nnder  any  circumstances  whatever,  a 
single  scintilla  of  special  criminal  legis- 
lation for  Ireland.   That  legislation  had 
been  tried  over  85  years,  and  it  had 
fuled.  If  they  adopted  it  again  over  a 
rimilar  period  they  would  only  embitter 
still  more  the  Irish  people,  who  ought 
to  be  our  natural  allies  and  our  friends. 
The  present  state  of  things  brought  dis- 
honour upon  this  country.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Eoxburglishire  had  told 
them  about  the  sentfrnents  of  the  people 
of  England.  Had  he  ever  reflected  that 
there  were  2,000,000  Irishmen  in  Eng- 
land, and  had  he  ever  found  the  slightest 
bittemes?,  the  slightest  hostility,  on  the 
part  of  the  English  working  men  to- 
wards their  Irish  fellow-countrymen  ? 
He  had  no^  except  on  the  part  of  some 
foolish  persons.    Bid  they  believe  that 
if  Scotland  was  governed  by  Englishm^ 
on  the  lines  on  which  they  had  governed 
Ireland  th^  would  not  have  rebelled  ? 
If  be,  an  Englishman,  had  been  governed 
in  the  same  way  as  the  Irish  had  been, 
he  confessed  that  he  should  have  been 
s  rebel,  and,  perhaps,  a  village  ruffian. 
Those  who  were  distinctly  responsible 
should  endeavour  to  settle  this  great 
problem,  and  not  claim  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Opposition  anything  more  than 
the  high  duties  and  the  great  privilege 
of  criticizing  tbat  which  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  might  submit. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
—(Mr.  Bunter.) 

The  CH  ANCELLOB  op  the  EXOHE- 
QIJEB  (Sir  MioHABL  Hioks-Beach)  :  I 
imderstand  that  the  hem.  Membw  makm 


this  Motion  with  the  view  of  proceeding 
with  his  Amendment  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  House.  With  that  under- 
standing, and  being  aware  that  there 
are  not  a  few  hon.  Members  who  desire 
to  introduce  Bills  of  which  they  have 
given  Notice  without  being  compelled  to 
Bit  up  till  a  late  hour,  I  willingly  yield 
the  Motion. 

Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

Debate  further  uHjoumed  till  Monday 


next. 


MOTIONS. 
 0  


LAin)  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT  (1881)  AMElfD- 
MENT  BILL. 

On  Sfotion  of  Mr.  Connolly,  Bill  to  amend 
"The  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881,"  ordered 
to  bo  lirought  in  by  Mr.  Connolly,  Mr. 
Pabnell,  Mr.  Tixotht  Healt,  Mr.  Beztok, 
and  Mr,  William  O'Bhien. 

Bill  pre$mted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  1.] 

COTTmr  OOTEBNHEKT  (iBELASD)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  John  O'Connor,  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  better  govomnient  of  Oonnties 
ID  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
John  O'Coxnok,  Mr.  Timothy  Healt,  Mr. 
Sexton,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Ueyuolds,  and  Mr. 
Hmall. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  tbe  first  time.  [Bill  2.] 

POLICE  POR0E8  ENFBAJfCHISEMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Henry  Selwia-Ibbetson, 
Bill  for  the  complete  oof  ranch  iaement  of  tbe 
Police  PorceB  of  the  United  Kingdom,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbbt- 
BON,  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  Mr,  Radcliffb 
Cooke,  Mr.  Cowek,  and  Sir  Gkoboe  Kussell. 

Bill  preiented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  3.] 

CHURCH  PATRONAGE  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr,  Itylands,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  the  Sale  of  Church 
Patronage,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Rtlands,  Mr.  Leathah,  Mr.  Ubnbt  Fowlbb, 
and  Ur.  Brimtow. 

Bill  pretmtedt  and  read  the  flnt  time.  4.] 

POOR  LAW  QUABDIANS  (XBELAITI))  BILL. 

On  Uotion  of  Mr.  Edward  Haxriagton,  BUI 
to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  election  and 
eoDStitoUon  of  Boards  of  Poor  Law  Ctuardiana 
in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Edwaud  Haruinoton,  Mr.  Edkond  Dwtbk 
GitAY,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Tikothy  Hbalt,  and 
Mr.  JonDAN. 

Bill  prtatnted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  6.] 

CHtmOH  OF  800TLABD  BILL. 
Cotuidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.} 
Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
more  the  House,  That  leave  be  g^ven  to  bring 
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in  a  BiU  to  declare  the  Oonatitation  of  the 
Chorch  of  Scotland. 

ResolDtion  reportti  .'—Bill  ordtrti  to  be 
lirought  in  by  Mr.  Fiklat  and  TheMarqtteu  of 
Stapforb. 

BiUjrrvHfffA^  and  read  tlie  first  time.  [BiU  6.] 

FTTfiZJO  HEALTH  ACTS  (IUFB0TE1IE3IT  EX- 
PENSES) BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Dodda,  BiU  to  amend  the 
Fublio  Health  A.cts  in  relation  to  Private  Im- 
provement Expenses,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
Dv  Mr.  Doniis,  Sir  Edwahd  Rebd,  Mr.  Aknold 
MoELET,  Mr.  William  Cook,  and  Mr.  Bullabp. 

BiU  prtBented,  andreadtho  first  time.  [BiU  7.] 

PABLIAUEHTABT    ELZCTIOHS  (eETUBNISO 
OFFIOBBS  expenses)  (IBELAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Tuite,  BiU  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  the  Expenses  of  Kotiimin^ 
Officers  at  Farliamentai^  Elections  in  Irclan<^ 
trdercd  to  ho  brought  in  by  Mr.  Tuitb,  Mr. 
CuANCB,  Mr.  Timothy  Harrington,  Mr. 
Maubicb  Healt,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Blaine. 

BiUpf¥»«^«f,  and  read  the  firbt  time.  [BiU8.J 

HUITICIPAL  FEAHOniBE"  (IBELAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  James  O'Brien,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Municipal  Fran- 
chise in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  James  O'Bribv,  Mr.  Tikotht  Habbinqton, 
Mr.  KicHAHD  PowBB,  Mr.  Mayhb,  and  Mr. 

FXTBB  M'DOMALD. 

BiU  presenttd,  and  read  tlie  first^timo.  [BUI  9.] 

LAB0UBEB8  (IBELAHD)  AOT0  AHEND- 

HENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Mayne,  BiU  to  amend  the 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Acta,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Matne,  Mr.  T.  P.  0'CoI^^OB,  Mr. 
William  O'Bbibn,  Mr.  Sexton,  and  Mr. 
Shbeut. 

BflljirvMiitef,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUllO.] 

TEKTIBB  OV  TOTN  HOUSES  (iBELAZm) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  CriUy,  BiU  relating  to  the 
Tenare  of  Honses  in  Towns  in  Ireland,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Crillt,  Mr.  Small, 
Mr.  T.  D.  Uullitan,  Mr.  Peter  M'Donalu,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonds. 

"RiWpreitn  ted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  11.] 

NATIOITAI.  SCHOOL  TEAOHEBS  (iBBLASD) 
BILL. 

On  UoUon  of  Mr.  WUUain  O'Brien,  BUI  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  National  School 
Teachers  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  William  O'Bbien,  Mr.  Justin  Huhtly 
M'Cabtht,  Mr.  Sbxton,  Mr.  Edmond  Dwver 
Gbat,  and  Mr.  Conwat. 

BUljvwmM,  and  read  the  fimt  time.  [BiU12.] 


BEGISTBATION  OF  VOTERS  (iBELAirD)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Dillon,  BiU  to  amend  the 
Lav  rdating  to  the  Hegistration  of  Totws  in 
Ireland,  0n£rMftobebroaghtinbyMr.  Dillox, 
Mr.  Maubicb  HBALT.Mr.  Chakor,  Mr.  Timotht 
Hbalt,  Mr.  Habrinoton,  and  Mr.  Small. 

"BSSlprntnttdt  and  read  the  first  time.  [DiU  IS.  ] 

tnarxBSiTT  bsuoatiov  (ibbland)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Talor,  BiU  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  UniTersity  Education  in  Ire- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Lalob, 
Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  John  Redmond, 
Mr.  Edmond  Dwyeh  Gbat,  and  Mr.  Clancy. 

'BiW.preettUed,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  U.] 

SALMON  FISHERTES  (iRELAITD)  BILL. 

On  ^lotion  of  Jfr.  Hooper,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  Saltnon  FiaherieB  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brouf;ht  in  by  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr. 
Timothy  Hbalt,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Lane,  Colo- 
nel Noi-AN,  and  Mr.  Leamy. 

Yi\[\pruented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  Ifi.j 

BUTTER  SUBSTITUTES  BILL. 

On  Illotion  of  Mr.  Conway,  BiU  to  regulate 
the  importation,  manufacture,  and  s^e  of 
Butter  Substitutes,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr,  Conway,  Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Johk  O'Connor, 
Mr.  Leauy,  Mr.  Fimccanb,  and  Mr.  Biooab. 

'SSlpretenied,  and  read  l^e  first  time.  [BIU  16.] 

CBOFTEBS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  The  Marqness  of  Stafford,  BUl ' 
to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  tenure  of 
land  by  Crofters  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  ScoUand ;  and  to  make  other  provisions  for 
improving  the  condition  of  the  Cnifters,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  The  Marqness  of  Stapfobd 
and  Dr.  Farqvhabson. 

BiUjfrrMMts^  and  read  the  first  ^e.  [BUI  17.] 

TKminOAL  EDUOATIOir  (ntELAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  P.  J.  Power,  BiU  to  pro- 
mote Technical  Education  in  Ireland,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  P.  J.  Power.  Mr.  T.  P. 
Sullivan,  Mr.  Murfuy,  Mr.  Lane,  Mr,  A. 
O'Connor,  and  Mr.  Edmond  Dwybb  Qbat. 

BiU  prttmiedt  and  read  the  first  time.  [BOl  1 8.] 

HOUSIfia  OF  TOBEINO  CLASSES  US  TOWNS 
(lBBLA2n>)  BOX. 

On  Motion  of  lit.  O'Kelly,  BiU  to  provide 
for  the  better  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
in  Towns  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  O'Kbllt,  Hr.  Edmoxd  Dwtbr  Gray,  Mr. 
MuRPHYf  Mr.  HoopBB,  and  Mr.  Johk  Sbd- 

MOMD; 

BUI pretenUd,  and  read  tiie  first  time.  [BiU  19.] 

UUHIOIPAL  BOTTHDABIES  (DUBXJN)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Chance,  BUI  to  provide  for 
the  Extenuon  of  the  Municipal  Bonndaries  of 
DaUin,  whred  to  be  ttnmgM  in  by  Hr 
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Chakcb,  Mr.  T.  D.  Scllitak,  Mr.  Edmonb 
DwTBR  Gbat,  Mr.  Timothy  Hakrikotok,  and 
Mr.  MoBf  HT. 
WXpT$ientei^  and  read  the  flnt  time.  [BiU  30.  ] 

BATES  (dUBLIx)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Sheehy,  BiU  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  the  collection  of  Rates  in 
Dublin,  ordend  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Sheeht, 
Mr.  Edmoxd  Dtttsr  Ghat,  Mr.  Matnb,  Itlr. 
HBitKT  Oiix,  and  Mr.  Tuotht  HARBmaTON. 

"BSMpretrnted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  21.] 

PKITATB  SILL  LE0I8LATI0N  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Sellar,  BiU  to  amend  the 
system  of  Frivato  Bill  Le^alation  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr. 
SsLLAR,  Sir  liTOM  Pi.AYFAiR,  Mr.  Kaikbs,  Mr. 
JoBx  MouLEY,  and  Mr.  Hobrrtsom. 

"BiiXpreientedt  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  22.] 

BOtrNDABIBS  OF  TOWNS  (iBELABS)  BII.I.. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Boynolda,  BiU  to  extend 
Che  Bonndaries  of  certain  Cities  and  Towns  in 
Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Kbtkolds,  Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Skall,  Mr.  Ttiite, 
and  Mr.  Wiluah  Aubahaii. 

BiUpr«Mni«f,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  23.] 

PABLIAMBNTASY  ELECTIONa  (POLLfl)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Joseph  Cowen,  BiU  to 
VTOTide  that  at  every  General  Parliamentary 
Election  aU  the  Polls  shall  ba  taken  on  the 
same  day,  altered  to  be  brought  in  bv  Mr. 
Joseph  Cowek,  Mr.  Labovchesb,  ana  Mr. 

BiUprMMtel,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  24.] 

HBFSESEBTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT 
(1884)  EXTEiraiON  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Bobert  Fowler,  BiU  to 
amend  the  Law  rdating  to  the  Beprescntation 
of  the  People,  by  amenmng  and  extending  the 
Bervioe  Fnuadiise,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Sir  BoBEHT  Fowler,  3Lr.  Lionel  Coubn,  Mr. 
Hnrr,  and  Sir  Bofer  Lethbridoe. 

Bill prttmled,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  2fi.] 

a)PYHOLD  BITFBANOBIBEMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Charles  James,  BiU  to 
amond  the  Copyhold  Acta,  and  for  the  Enfran- 
chisement of  (^pybold  and  Customary  Lands, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Charles 
Jambs,  Mr.  Gbboort,  Mr.  Stattobd  Howard, 
Mr.  FsROnBOH,  and  Mr.  Mbllor. 

BiU preemttdf  and  read  the  first  time.  [BtU  28.] 


SALE  OF  mroXtCATIBO  UQVOBS  ON 
8DNDAY  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Joseph  Pease,  Bill  for 
Closing  Public  Houses  on  Sunday,  making  ex- 
ception for  the  sale  of  beer  daring  certain 
boars,  and  for  the  Metropolitan  District,  ordered 
to  be  brongfht  in  by  Sir  Jobefh  Pbase,  Mr. 
Fauuk,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Wilson. 

KU pntmitHi,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  27.] 


FOLIOS  constables'  peksions  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Lord  Claud  John  Hamilton 
BiU  to  make  provision  respecting  the  Pensions* 
Allowances,  and  Gratuities  of  Police  Constable* 
in  Great  Britain,  and  their  widows  and  chil- 
dren, and  to  make  other  provisions  respecting 
the  Police  of  Great  Britain,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Lord  Claud  John  Hahilton, 
Sir  Henrt  Selwin-Idbbtsok,  Mr.  Baikes,  and 
8ir  Geoboe  Kl-sszll. 

BiRprettnted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  28.] 


pisheby  fibbs  and  habboubs 
(ibeland)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Carew,  BUI  to  amend  and 
extend  the  Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours  (Ire- 
land) Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Cauew,  Colond  Nolan,  Mr.  William  Corbet, 
Mr.  O'Ebllt,  and  Mr.  Babet. 

BUlpreteHted,  and  read  the  first  Ume.  [BiU  29.] 

TBEE3  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Gilhooly,  BiU  to  encoarsKe 
the  Planting  of  Trees  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Oilhoolt,  Mr.  Tiiiotht 
Harrikgtok,  "Mr.  Mabch,  Mr.  Pxmb,  and  Mr. 
O'Eanlon. 

BiHpreMented,  and  read  the  flnt  time.  [BiU  30.] 
UETROPOLITAN  BOABD    OF    WOEKS  (fIEB 

bbioade  expenses)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Tatton  Fgerton,  BiU  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Expenses  of  Uie 
Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Tatton  Eozbton,  Sir  Jambs 
M'Gaui^Hooo,  and  Mr.  Bidbb  Ooob. 

BiUjfrwmfAf,  and  read  tiie  first  time.  [BiU31.] 

TOBAOCO  (ibeland)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  T,  P.  O'Connor,  BiU  to 
permit  the  growth  of  Tobacco  in  Ireland,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr. 
PxNB,  Mr.  Barbt,  Mr.  Condom,  and  Mr. 
O'Haitlon. 

hmpruonted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  82.  J 


contagious  diseases  acts  bepeal  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  James  Stuart,  BiU  to 
repeal  the  Contagious  Diseases  AotSf'l&Cd  and 
ltl69,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  James 

Stuaut,  Mr.  Staxsfbld,  and  Sir  Robert 
Fowler. 

BUiprmnted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  33.] 

ubtbopolttan  boabd  of  works  (watxb 
supply,  &c.)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  James  M'Garel-Hog^, 
BiU  to  confer  farther  powers  upon  the  )f  etropoli- 
tan  Board  of  Works  with  respect  to  the  Supply 
of  Water,  ordered  to  be  bronght  in; by  Sir 
Jaitbs  M'Qarbl-Hogo,  Mr.  Bhtcb,  Sir  Georqb 
Bossbll,  and  Colonel  Hdohbs. 

BOlprteented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  34.] 
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zjOEHsma  LAWS  (asiendment)  (local 

conxbol)  bill. 
(ksuiitr^  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Sev^tti,  That  the  Chairman  he  directed  to 
move  the  Houae,  That  leave  he  givon  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Liconeing  LawH  by  ca- 
tabliahing  Liceosiag  Boards  to  exercise  Local 
Control  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  eziBting 
licences. 

ResoluUoD  reported :  —  Bill  ordered  to  he 
brought  in  hy  Mr.  Stafford  Howasd,  Mr. 
IlOULDBVOKTU,  And  Mr.  C.  T.  Dteb  Acland. 

BiUpresented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  35.] 

VAIR8   AND  UARKBT8    (TOIXS)  (iRELAIID) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  8oxton,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Lav  relating  to  Tolls  at  Fain  and  irarkots  in 
IroUnd,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Kir. 
Sextoh,  Mr.  Hatdbs,  Mr.  Hakbis,  Mr.  J. 
P.  O'Bkibh,  Mr.  Cbancb,  and  Mr.  Jcstin 
M'Cartht. 

BmpretmUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [811186.] 

QUARTEB  sessions  (BOROTJOns)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  JEr.  Powell  Williams.  Bill  to 
repeal  certain  provisions  relating  to  Quarter 
Sessions  (Borongha)  of  "  The  Municipal  Corpo- 
rations Act,  lfl82,"  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Powell  Williams,  Mr.  John  Buiqut,  Mr. 
Hebbbrt  Olaustoxb,  and  Mr.  Houldhworth. 

BOipretented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  37.] 

TENUBB  OF  LAND  (SCOTLAND^  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Barclay,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  the  Tenure  and  Occupancy 
of  Land  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Bauclat,  Sir  CJeokce  Balfour,  Dr. 
FARQVHABsoy,  and  Mr.  Ehslbmont. 

Bill prtnnUdt  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  38.] 

PBOBATION  OF  FIRST  OFFENDERS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Iloward  Vincent,  Bill  to 
permit  tbo  conditional  release  of  First  OfTundcra 
upon  Probation  in  certain  cases,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Howard  Vikcrnt,  Sir 
Hbnbt  Selvih  ■<  Ibbbtson,  Sir  Algernon 
BouTUwicK,  Mr.  Lawson,  and  Mr.  Molloy. 

"BiOlprmnttd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  39.] 

rOBT  AND  HABBOTIR  AUTHOHITIES  BILL, 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Matthew  Kenny,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  consutution  of 
Fort  and  Harbour  Authorities  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Matthew 
Kennv,  Mr.  BiooAR,  Mr.  Jvstin  Hintly 
M'Cartht,  Mr.  Peter  M'Donald,  Mr.  James 
O'DoHBRTV,  and  Mr.  Tihotht  Haubinoton. 
BiUptvMttfm^  andread  the  first  time.  [Bill  40.] 

LAND  PURCHASE  FACILXTIES  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  M'Laren,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  the  compensation  of  owners 
of  Land  aoqnimd  for  uadertakiogs  of  pnhlio 


utiUty,  ordered  to  he  brought  in  by  Mr. 
M'Labbn,  Mr.  Joseph  Boltoh,  Mr.  HouiM- 
woRTu,  and  Mr.  Jbssb  Collinos. 
BiMprmnttd^  andread  the  first  time.  [Billil.] 

6ITE8  FOB  SCHOOLS,  &0.  (iBSLAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Jfr.  Jordan,  Bill  to  facilitate 
tho  acquiring  of  Sites  for  Schools  and  Churches, 
and  for  Residences  for  Clergymen  and  School 
Teachers  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Jordan,  Colonel  Nolan,  Mr.  Ghancb,  Mr. 
liEYNoLDS,  and  Mr.  Flynn. 

Bill  ^wflfn^,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  42.] 

LANDLOBD*S  BIOHT  OF  DI8TBE88 
ABOLinOH  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir.  Crompton,  Bill  to  abolish 

the  Landlord's  Right  of  Distress  for  tho  rent  of 
agricultural  holdings  in  England,  and  his  right 
of  priority  over  the  other  creditors  of  the  tenant 
in  England,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Crojifton,  Mr.  Winterbotham,  Mr.  ARXHcn 
Elliot,  and  Mr.  Britnnbr. 
Bill^Men^^rf,  and  road  the  first  time.  [Bill  43.] 

UETROPOLITAN    BOARD    OF  WORKS 
(THBATRES,  &0.)  BILL. 

On  j^fotion  of  3Ir.  Rider  Cook,  Bill  to  confer 
further  powers  upon  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  for  inspecting  Theatres  and  Music  Hall^, 
and  granting  certificates,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Rider  Cook  and  Sir  Jakes 
M'SARBL-Hoao. 

Bill  preunted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  14.] 


BURIAL  LAW  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Contidtred  in  Gommitteo. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Sesohed,  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
move  the  House,  That  leavo  be  pven  ta  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  Ute  further  AAi«idment  of  the 
Burial  Laws. 

Resol  ution  reported :  —  Bill  ordered  to  he 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Osdornb  Morgan,  Mr. 
IIbnky  H.  Fowlbb,  Mr,  Bichaxd,  and  Mr. 
Cautbli.  Williams. 

BilXprettnttd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  45.] 

BXFLOSITS  SITBSTAITOES  ACT  (1883) 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  ^  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bill  to 
amend  "  Tho  Explosive  Substances  Act,  1883," 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Hsbbbht 
Maxwell,  Lord  Algernon  Pbroy,  Mr.  Long, 
and  Sir  Robert  Fo^\xbu. 

BiWpretenUi,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  46.] 

BANEBUFTOT  C^KB^^^^) 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Peter  M'Donald,  BUI  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  Bankruptcy  in  Ire- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pbtbb 
M'Donald,  Mr.  Henry  Gill,  Mr.  Clancby, 
Mr.  John  O'Connor,  and  Mr.  O'Hanlon. 

B\31prM»nUij  and  nad  the  fint  time,  [ffill  47.] 
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LUn)  (HIOHI.ANDS  AND  ISLAKDS)  BUX. 

On  Motion  of  Mi.  Uavin  Clark.  Bill  to 
amend  Laws  reUting  to  the  tenure  of  Land 
in  the  Hi^^ilands  and  Islands  of  Scotland, 
orrfwerf  to  &  bronght  in  by  Mr.  Gavin  Clark, 
Mr.  Macfarlane,  Mr.  Macdonald,  Mr.  Mack- 
intoab,  Mr.  Jease  Collings,  and  Mr.  Bart. 

WlprttiUtdy  and  zead  the  flnt  time.  [Bill  48.] 


UA&BIAOB  WITn  A  DECEASED  WIFE*3 

BISTEK  BIIX. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hcneage,  Bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  Lew  aa  to  Marriage  with  a  Doceoticd 
Wife's  Sister,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr, 
Heneage,  Mr.  Broadhurat,  Mr.  Albert  Qrey, 
Mr.  Puleston,  Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Bart,  and 
Mr.  Arch. 

Bill pmstOed,  and  read  tlw  first  time.  [Bill  49.] 


ItABBlAOES  (yoNCOKFOBUiaT  CHAPKLS) 
BUI.. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Shirley,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Jaws  r^Hng  to  Marriages  in  Nonconformist 
Chapels,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Shirley,  Sir.  M'lver,  Mr.  Nownei,  Sir  George 
SitweU,  Mr.  Conybeare,  Sir.  Leicester,  Mr. 
Johns,  and  Mr.  Channing. 

Bill  pruenUd,  and  read  tike  first  time.  [Bill  60.  ] 


BEER  ADULTERATION  BIIX. 

On  Motion  of  Baron  Dimsdale,  Bill  for  the 
better  secoring  of  Purity  in  Beer,  ordtred  to  be 
brought  in  by  Baron  Dimsdale,  Mr.  Koatcb- 
'bnll-Hiwcssen,  Mr.  Halsey,  Mr.  Itound,  and 
Mr.  Abel  Smith. 

BUI prtiented,  and  read  the  flnt  time.  [Bill  61.] 


sfibits  ik  bond  ;,obeat  bbitain  and 
ibeland)  bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Seiohed,  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
move  the  House,  that  leave  bo  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  dealing  with  the  Boadiog  of  Spirits  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Resolution  reported :  —  Bill  ordered  to  be 
Imraght  in  Mr.  Flrnn,  Colonel  Nolan,  Mr. 
John  O'Connor,  Mr.  Peter  M'Donald,  and  Mr. 
CHanlon. 

Bill preeenttd,  and  road  the  first  time.  [Bill  62.] 


AIXOTHBNTS  AND  SMALL  HOLDINGS 
BILL. 

On  MoUon  of  Mr.  Jesse  ColUngs,  Bill  to 
facOitsie  tiie  creation  of  Allotments  and  Small 
Holdings  of  Land,  ordered  to  be  brought  id  by 
Ur.  Jesse  Collings,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Broadhurat, 
Osptain  Vtiraef,  Mr.  Arch,  Dr.  J^oster,  Mr. 
Flower,  Mr.  Cobb,  and  Mr.  Newnee. 

BilijvMmiM^  and  read  the  fint  time.  [Bill  63.] 


CHURCH  BOARDS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  5Ir,  Albert  Grey,  Bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  (^nrdi  Boards, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir.  Albert  Gr^, 
Mr.  Stafford  Howard,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Jfr. 
M'lver,  Mr.  Houldaworth,  Sir  U.  Kay-Shuttle- 
worth,  and  Mr.  Genid  Balfonr. 

Bill^rsMiifftf,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  64.] 

UININO  LEASES  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Conybeare,  Bill  to  regn- 
late  the  granting  of  Mining  Leases  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Cornwall  and  Devon ;  and  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  the  payment  of  wages  of  miners 
and  the  inspection  of  mines,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr,  Borlaso, 
Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  M'Laren,  Mr.  Bbke,  and  Mr. 
Saonders. 

BUI  prt$enUd,  and  read  tiie  first  time.  [BiU  66.] 

SHOF  HO0B3  BEQUUTION  BILL. 

On  Slotion  of  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Bill  to  limit 
the  Hours  of  Labour  of  children  and  youug 
persons  in  Shops,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Sir  John  Lubbock,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Maonaghten, 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  Mr.  Rathbone. 

Bill  jirMmfatf,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  56.] 

ALLOTMENTS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Finch-Hatton,  BUI  to 

encourage  and  facilitate  the  provision  of  Allot' 
menta  for  Cottagera,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Finch-Uattou,  ilr.  Birkbeck,  and  Vis- 
oount  Newark. 
B'illpregeiited,  and  read  the  flrattime.  [BiU57.] 

OAUE  LAWS  AUSNDME.VT  BILL. 

On  Alotioa  of  Mr.  Menzies,  Bill  for  the 
better  protection  of  occupiers  of  land  against 
injury  to  their  crops  and  lands  from  Ground 
and  other  Game,  ordered  ta  bo  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Menzies,  The  Marquess  of  Stafibrd,  and  Dr. 
Farquharson. 

impmmUdt  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  68.] 

BBBB  ADVLTBIIATION  (NO,  2)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Birkbeck,  BiU  for  better 
securing  the  purity  of  Beer,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Birkbeck,  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  Mr.  Charles  Hall,  Mr.  Fellowes,  and 
Mr.  Joseph  Coweu. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  69.] 

EICPLOYERS'  LIABILITY  ACT  (1880) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Bill  to 
amend  "  The  Employers*  Liability  Act,  1880," 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor,  Dr.  Comnuns,  Mr.  Sexton,  and  Mr. 
Jesse  ColUngs. 

BiU  pretsnted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  60.  ] 

TXTHB  BENT-CHABOE  (eXTBAOBDINABT) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Norton,  BiU  to  amend  the 
Law  relatiDg  to  Extraordinary  Tithe  in  iwpeci 
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of  any  speciid  caltivation  of  land,  and  to  make 
reaaonablo  compensstioa  to  the  present  Tithe 
owners,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Norton, 
Hr.  Koatclkball-HugeBsen,  and  Mr.  Fomfret. 
^UprtwiUd,  and  read  thefint  time.  [Bill  61.; 

3CABBU0ES  (qOTTBS  OF  aOLEUNISATIOH) 

BILL. 

Oa  Motion  of  Mr.  Carvell  WilliamB,  Bill  for 
extoodiDg  the  Hours  within  which  Marriages 
may  be  lawfully  Bolemnised,  ordtred  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Carrell  WiUiams,  Mr. 
Bidiard,  and  Mr.  lace. 

BillprffMfA^  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  62.] 

TITHE  BEKT-CHAROE  (eXTRAORDINAHT) 

BEDEUFTION  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Bolton,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Tithe  Commutation  Acts  as  to  Ex- 
traordinary Tithe  Rent-Chargo  on  hop  grounds, 
orchards,  fruit  plantations,  and  market  gardeos ; 
and  to  provide  for  fixing  the  capit^  value 
thereof  and  the  redeoiption  of  the  same,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Thomas  Bolton,  Mr. 
Thorold  Rogers,  Mr.  Borlase,  and  Sir  John 
Lnhbock. 

Bill  jiFMMfM^  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  63 .] 

OATHS  BILL. 
ConeidtreA  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Stiolved,  That  the  Chairman  bo  directed  to 
move  the  House,  that  leave  be  ^ven  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Oaths. 

BesoluHon    reported  ordered    to  be 

hronght  in  by  Mr.  Beneant  Simoa,  Mr.  Stans- 
feld,  Mr.  Heneage,  Mr.  Charles  Russell,  and 
Mr.  Ohanoing. 

BiUprmfif*^  and  read  the flrrt  time.  [Bill  64.] 

TITHE  BBNT-CHAROE  AUENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Brookfield,  Bill  to  com- 
mute Extraordinary  Tithe  Ront-Chargo,  and 
otherwise  amend  the  Titho  Commutation  Acts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Brookfield  and 
Mr.  Farquharson. 

Bill  preeented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  65.] 

BEER  ADULTERATION  (nO.  3)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Quilter,  Bill  for  betttor 
securing  the  purily  of  Beor,  ordered  to  bo 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Quilter,  Mr.  Duokham,  Hr. 
Heneage,  and  Mr.  Everett. 

Bill;>r«MnfA^  and  read  the  first  tinie.  [Bill  66.] 
WOBKHOirSE  CHILDBEN  BILL. 

Oa  Motion  of  Mr.  MoUoy,  BiU  to  amend 
and  regulate  tho  instmotion  ot  Children  in 
Workhouses,  ordered  to  he  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Molloy,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  and  Mr.  Howard 
Vincent. 

BWipreieHled,  and  read  the  finttimd.  [BUI  67.] 


TUBBAKT  KOUNTAZN  OBmiTO  AKD  SEA 
WBACK  (IBELAKD)  BIXL. 

On  l^totion  of  Mr.  Small,  Bill  to  amend  the 
IjBW  relatiopf  to  Turbary  Mountain  Grazing 
lAndfl  and  Soa  Wrack  Beds  in  Ireland,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Small,  Mr.  James 
O'Doherty,  Mr,  Conway,  Mr.  Crilly,  and  Mr. 
Alexander  Blaine. 

Bill  preeented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  68.] 

THEATRES,  &C.  (METROPOLIS)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Dixon-  [JarUand,  BiU  for 
tho  hotter  regulation  of  Theatres  and  Music 
Halls  in  the  Metropolis,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Dixon-Hartland  and  Mr.  Macfarlane. 

Tiilipre$eitted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  69.] 

PABLIASCBNTAXY    FBANCBISE  (XXTENSIOX 

TO  "WOMEN)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Woodall,  Bill  for  extending 
the  Parliamentary  Franchise  to  Women,  or- 
dered to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Woodall,  Sir 
Robert  Fowler,  Ht.  Uouldsworth,  Mr,  Hling- 
worth,  Mr.  Stansfcld,  and  Mr.  Torke. 

BiUpretettted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  70.] 

LAND  COLTIVATIOU  BILL. 

On  ^Motion  of  Mr.  Bradlaogh,  Bill  to  promote 
the  better  Cultivation  of  Luid.  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Bradlangh,  Mr.  Labondiere, 
Mr.  Arch,  and  Mr.  Burt. 

BUIj>r0Wfifn^andreadtheflrsttime.[BiU71.] 

LIQUOK  TBAFHO  LOCAI.  VETO  (SCOTLADI}) 
BILL. 

Cotuidered  in  Committee. 

[la  the  Committee.) 

Sesolred,  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
move  the  House,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  enable  owners  and  occupiers  in 
hurgbs,  wards  of  burghs,  parishes,  and  districts 
in  ScotUnd  to  prevent  the  common  sale  of  In- 
toxicating Liquors,  or  otherwise  to  have  effec- 
tual control  over  the  Drink  Traffic  within  such 
areas. 

Resolution  reported  :  ■ —  Bill  ordered  to  he 
brought  in  by  Mr.  M'Lagan,  Dr.  Cameron, 
Mr.  Mackintosh,  Mr.  Noel,  Mr.  Cameron  Corbet, 
Mr.  Jacks,  Mr.  Mark  Stewart,  Mr.  Laeaita,  and 
Dr.  Clark. 

BiU  fr»«iif^,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BUI  72.] 

FISHEBT  ACTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

On  Itlotion  of  Mr.  Jacks,  BiU  to  consolidate 
and  amend  the  Fishery  Acts  applying  to  Scot- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Jacks, 
Mr.  Dodds,  and  Mr.  Beith. 

^iHpreaented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  78.] 

8ALV   OT  UTTOXIOATim  UQITOBS  OV 
SUNDAY  (DUBKAU)  BILL. 

On  MoUon  of  Mr.  Theodore  FW,  BiU  to 
prohibit  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  SMpKn  on 
Snndays  in  the  connty  of  Dorham,  ordered  to 
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be  brouRht  in  by  Sir.  Theodora  Fry,  Mr. 
Walter  James,  Mr.  Doddi,  Mr.  Riobardson, 
Mr.  Goarley-,  and  Mr.  Paulton. 

BilljtmMfMCtaQd  read  Uie  first  time.  [Bill  74.] 

MUNICIPAL  ntASCHISS  (iBELANO)  (NO.  2) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  Bill  to  asrimiUte 
the  Manicipal  and  Parliament&rjr  Franebise  in 
Ireland,  ardtred  to  bo  brought  in  by  Ur. 
Johnston  and  Mr.  De  Cobain. 

Bill  pruentei,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  75.] 

employees'  liabiutt  act  (1880) 

A1CERDM2NT  (NO.  2)  BIU.. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Burt,  Bill  to  amend  *<  The 
Employers'  Liability  Act,  1880,"  ordartd  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Mr. 
Joicev,  Mr.  Haldane,  and  Mr.  Lockwood. 

BiU preaettled,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  70-] 

UHCLAIUED  DEPOSITS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  fidmand  Bobertson,  Bill 
to  provide  for  the  Publication  of  ITnclumed 
Stocks,  Shares,  Deposits,  and  Debentures  in 
Trading  Companies,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Ur.  Edmund  Bobertson,  Dr.  Clarlr,  and  Mr. 
Watt. 

Billjw««<tfrf,  aadread  the  first  time.  [BU177.] 

TEAICWATB  ACTS  (IBELAKD)  AKBNDHBNX 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Nolan,  Bill  to  amend 
the  IVamwaya  Acts  (Ireland),  ordertd  to  be 
broughi  in  by  Colonel  Nolan.  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'ConnOTt  ^*  Fi^^i  Mr.  Haixis,  and  Mr. 
Molloy. 

BUlprguntid,  and  read  the  first  time .  [BUI  78.] 

ECCLESIASTICAL  ABSESSHBHTS  (sOOTLAND) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Finlay,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  as  to  Kodesiastical  Assessments  in  Scot- 
land, ordered  to  be  brongbt  in  by  Mr.  Finlay 
and  Mr.  M*Lagan. 

BiHpretmtfd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  79.] 


SANITATION  OF  HOUSES  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Dixon-Hartland,  BiU  for 
the  better  Sanitation  of  Houses  in  the  Metro- 

gilis,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Dixon- 
artland  and  Sir  Edmund  Lechmere. 
BiHpretenttd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  80.] 

ICETBOPOUTAN  BOABl}  OF  irOHKS  (KEEPHTO 

OF  fibewood)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  James  M'Uarel.Hog^,  BiU 
for  the  safe  keeping  of  Firewood  withtu  the 
limits  of  the  Metropolia,  ordered  to  be  brought 
iDbySirJamesM'Oarel^Hogg  and  Mr.  Morgan 
Howard. 

^MprctrntUi,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  Si.] 


PAHLIAMENTABY  ELECTIONS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Conyboare,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Acts  relating  to  the  Kcgistration  of  Voters 
and  the  conduct  of  Parliamentary  Elections, 
ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  Oooybearet  Mr. 
Macdonald  Cameron,  Mr.  lawson,  Mr.  Hob- 
house,  and  Mr.  Shirley. 

Bill preunttdt  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  82.] 

LAND  TENtTRE  AND  TEANSFEB  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ince,  BiU  to  amend  "  The 
Settled  Land  Act,  1882,"  and  for  the  simpUfica- 
tion  of  Titles,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Ince,  Mr.  Courtney,  and  Mr,  Stanhope  Kenny. 

BiU and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  83,] 

PABLIAJfENTABT    BLEOTIOHS  (BETUBNINO 
OFFIOEBS'  expenses)  (sOOTLAKD)  BIZX. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hanter,  Bill  to  proyidefor 
the  payment  of  the  Expenses  of  Beturning  Offi- 
cers at  Parliamentary  Elections  in  Scotland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr. 
Barclay,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Esslemont,  and  Mr. 
Edmund  Robertson. 

BiU pretmted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  84.] 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Btiohed,  That  the  House  will,  at  the 
riamg  of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn  till 
Bfonday  next— (JTr.  Ahn-Din^lat.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  qoarter  after 
Tvelre  o'dook  tiU 
Hcmdaynext. 


HOUSE    OF  LOBDS, 
Monday i  2bth  Janumy,  1886. 


MlNUTES.J-PtJBtic  Bill— FSnt  Reading— 
Land  Registry  •  {?). 

Several  Xiords — Took  the  Oath. 

BURMAH— THE  BRITISH  AtTTHORITIES 
-MILITARY  EXECUTIONS  —  THE 
PROVOST  MARSHAL. -QUESTION. 

The  Mabqitess  of  BIPON  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreiga  Affairs, 
Whether  he  had  received  any  answer 
vith  regard  to  certain  proceedings  al- 
leged to  have  taken  place  at  Mandalay 
under  the  orders  of  the  Provost  Ifar- 
shal? 

The  XJNDEE  SEOEETART  of 
STATE  H>B  INDIA  (Lord  Habeib)  : 
My  Lords,  I  am  able  to  inform  the  noble 
jyiarq^uess  on  all  the  points  raised  the 
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other  day  except  the  first,  which  has 
reference  to  the  question  of  the  photo- 
graphing  of  the  men  who  were  about  to 
be  executed.  The  reply  received  under 
that  head  is  from  the  Chief  GommiH- 
Bioner  at  Bangoon,  and  is  as  follows : — 

"Rangoon,  Jan.  23. — First  point— namely, 

fhotographingprisonOTsat  momentof  execution, 
am  telegraphing  to  Mandalay  for  fuller  infor- 
mation." 

On  the  point  as  to  a  certain  prisoner 
having  been  asked  questions  under  fear 
of  death,  the  reply  Irom  Mr.  Bernard 
is — 

"It  U  true  tbat  Provost  Marshal  did  place  a 
man  nispected  ci  treastmable  corremondunce  in 
foar  of  instant  death  in  order  to  induce  him  to 
give  information  which  might  have  criminated 
tno  memhera  of  Burmese  Durbar.  On  hearing 
of  this,  I  pointed  out  to  Provost  Marshal  that 
evidence  extorted  was  valueless,  and  that  it  was 
contrary  to  all  laws  to  extort  endenco  by  moral 
tortare,  and  I  requested  that  similar  proceed- 
ings might  not  recur.  I  believe  Provost 
Marahal  had  dona  nothing  of  the  kind  on  any 
previous  occauon,  and  wiu  not  do  anything  of 
the  kind  ogun." 

Then  follows  a  telegram  from  the  Vice- 
roy— 

"  It  is  alflo  clear  that  Provost  llfarsbal  has 
proceeded  in  most  unjustifiable  manner,  at  all 
events  in  one  case.  I  have  telegraphed  to 
Prendergast  direct,  that  if  primd  faeU  case  is 
made  out  against  Provost  Marshal  on  one  of 
the  counta  mentioned,  ho  and  any  other  officers 
implicated  should  be  suspended  from  their 
functions,  and,  if  proved  guilty,  visited  with 
the  Boverost  penalty." 

A  telegram  from  the  Yioeroy,  dated 
January  24,  says — 

"  "We  have  English  Civil  officers  and  Police 
officers  in  command  in  each  of  the  five  districts 
— Mandalay,  Minhla,  Ningyan,  Pagan,  and 
Uyingyan.  These  officers  aro  snpported  by 
troops,  and  they  are  working  through  local 
Woons  and  Thagyis.  Rest  of  country  is  nomi- 
nally dominated  by  Hlootdaw  or  Burmese 
Supreme  Council.  At  several  points,  Bhamo, 
Tagain^,  Hwebo,  Ava,  Upper  Chindwin,  Lower 
Cliindwm,  Myodauog,  we  havo  military  detach- 
ments stationed  with  Civil  officers  in  attend- 
ance. At  present  country  is  still  undermilitary 
occupation.  Though  rebels  taken  in  arms  on 
the  field  day  are  liable  to  be  shot,  no  one  is  to 
bo  shot  or  punished  by  Civil  officers  otherwise 
than  after  trial.  Then,  in  districts  nomi- 
nally under  Ulootdaw,  sentences  of  death  can- 
not bo  carried  out  by  Native  officials  or  other- 
wise than  on  responsibility  of,  and  after  trial 
by.  Civil  officer  who  may  be  nearest  the  ground. 
Prisoners  punished  under  martial  law  by  Pro- 
vost Marahal  or  by  commanding  officers  do  not 
come  under  Civil  officers*  cognizance,  while 
country  is  under  military  occupation.  My  hope 
is  that  within  few  weeks'  time  I  may  be  in 
poution  to  post  Civil  officers  bathed  by  troops  in 
renuuning  districts  of  cooi^iy.*' 

LoriRarrU 


The  map  that  the  noble  Karl  (the  Earl 
of  Kimberley)  alluded  to  will  be  placed 
in  the  Library  ;  it  is  not  a  recent  one,  as 
it  is  dated  1875. 

The  Eaei.  of  KTMBERLET  eaid, 
that  tbe  real  point  he  had  in  view,  io 
inquiring  about  the  map  the  other  day, 
was  to  ascertain  the  preoi&e  territory 
which  had  been  annexed  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Dominions. 

imXi  LIEUTENANCY  OF  IRELAND. 

BESOLDTION. 

TuK  Easl  of  KILUOBEY,  in  rising 
to  moTe-~ 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  the  time 
has  now  come  when  the  post  of  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  may  be  abolished  with  advantage," 

said,  the  gravity  of  the  question  which, 
he  had  the  honour  to  bring  before  their 
Lordships  at  a  time  when  anything  con- 
nected with  Ireland  was  of  unusual  in- 
terest would,  he  trusted,  be  a  warrant- 
able oxcuse  for  his  asking  at  their  Lord- 
ships' hands  all  the  indulgence  which 
the  difHculties  of  his  position  required, 
lie  had  been  painfully  conscious  of  the 
fact  that,  amongst  the  Members  of  their 
Lordships'  House,  there  were  no  less 
than  four  past  Viceroys  of  Ireland, 
two  being  present ;  and,  no  doubt,  if 
the  duties  of  bis  Excellency  the  pre- 
sent Lord  Lieutenant  did  not  necessi- 
tate bis  presence  in  Dublin,  he  also 
would  have  been  present.  It  had  been 
his  originfd  intention  to  move  this  Be- 
solution  last  Session ;  but  he  was  told 
the  occasion  was  inopportune,  and  was 
advised  to  postpone  it.  At  that  time 
there  was  one  more  past  Viceroy  in  their 
Lordships'  House ;  ovA  since  then  the 
hand  of  death  had  removed  from  their 
midst  one  whose  place  it  would  be  hard 
to  fill,  and  whose  loss  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  make  up  for.  It  might  be  said 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Abercorn  that  he 
had  no  enemies,  for  even  his  political 
opponents  vied  with  his  closest  followers 
in  the  expression  of  their  admiration 
and  regard  for  him.  Of  him  it  might  be 
said  that,  having  arrived  at  the  highest 

ftinnade  of  personal  popularity,  he  never 
ost  the  charm  which  be  held  over  bis 
fellow-countrymen  until  the  grave  dosed 
over  him.  He  would  miss  the  friendly 
criticism  of  the  late  Duke  of  Abercorn 
with  regre^  and  he  would  look  io  others 
to  supply  similar  criticism,  especially  to 
his  noble  Priend  who  had  twice  br»re(t 
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the  acknowledged  dangers  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy  of  Ireland  (Earl  Spencer). 
He  yielded  to  no  one  in  his  admiration  of 
the  ability  and  the  indomitable  courage 
with  which  the  noble  Earl  had  served  his 
Party.  He  not  only  spoke  his  own  senti- 
ments, but  those  ox  the  entire  loyal  popu- 
lation of  Ireland — though  many  of  them 
ware  opposed  to  him  in  politics,  and  did 
not  share  the  admiration  of  tiie  noble  Earl 
for  the -great  Ohief  of  his  Fiuty — when 
he  said  that  they  were  ten  times  better 
cared  for  and  ten  times  better  off  under 
tiie  high  pressure  of  that  noble  Earl's 
Administration  than  they  were  now  under 
that  of  his  amiable  and  more  popular 
Successor.  In  this  case  they  preferred 
the  fortiter  in  re  to  the  auaviter  in  modo. 
The  subject  of  his  Besolution,  as  their 
liordships  were  aware,  was  no  new  one. 
The  abolition  of  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant had  been  before  Parliament  on 
many  occasions.  It  was  an  Office  which 
had  existed,  he  believed,  for  700  years ; 
but  that  was  no  reason  why  it  should 
exist  for  ever.  Its  abolition  was  moved 
in  1823,  in  1830,  in  1844,  in  1860,  and 
in  1858  i  and  the  opinions  of  many  emi- 
nmt  Btateflauen,  both  for  and  against, 
were  ventilated  on  those  occasions.  The 
history  of  Ireland  repeated  itself  with 
the  fidelity  of  a  stock-piece  at  a  Pro- 
vincial theatre — the  piece  was  always 
the  same,  and  the  only  change  was  in 
the  actors.  The  question  had  always 
been  and  was  now  a  non- Party  question ; 
and,  therefore,  he  would  look  with  the 
more  confidence  to  their  Lordships  for  a 
fair  and  impartial  hearing.  In  addition 
to  the  debates  reported  in  Hansard,  he 
had  sought  for  information  from  The 
Timet.  He  had  aleo  found  a  great  deal 
of  interesting  information  in  The  Life 
and  LeiUrs  of  Mr.  Croker,  and  The  Me- 
moir* of  Ur.  Orwiile;  but  he  would  not 
presume  to  ocoupj  too  much  of  their 
Lordships'  valuable  time,  nor  to  flood 
tbe  House  with  a  series  of  long  and  un- 
necessary quotation^  inasmnon  as  they 
were  within  easy  access  for  their  Lord- 
ships, and  it  was  more  than  probable 
that  they  were  far  better  acquainted 
with  them  than  he  was.  When  he  looked 
back  to  Hamard's  JJebatet  he  saw  that 
such  men  as  Lord  Althorp,  Lord  Grey, 
Mr.  Shcol,  Lord  John  Kussell,  Mr.  Bemal 
Osborne,  and  Mr.  Hume  had  taken  part 
in  the  discussion.  Once,  and  once  only, 
the  question  of  the  abolition  of  the  Lord 
Lieatenancy  of  Ireland  was  mooted  in 


their  Lordships*  House,  and  that  was 
in  June,  1850,  the  year  in  which  Lord 
John  Bussell  introduced  a  Bill  on  the 
subject  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  Marquess  of  Londonderry  of  that 
day  succeeded  in  anticipating  the  in- 
troduction of  the  measure  by  taking 
advantage  of  an  opportunity  given  him 
of  presenting  various  Petitions  from 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  and  others 
interested  in  the  trade  of  that  City.  On 
that  occasion,  while  all  the  Members  of 
their  Lordships'  House  adnutted  the 
desirability  of  raising  a  discussion,  they 
one  and  all  said  they  considered  the 
occasion  inopportune,  and  yet,  with  great 
inconsistency,  insisted  on  debating  the 
matter  at  considerable  length.  At  the 
end  of  the  Session  of  1850  the  Bill 
lapsed.  Since  1858,  so  far  as  he  could 
make  out,  the  matter  had  never  been 
before  the  attention  of  Parliament ;  and 
there  was  the  fact  that  although  in  1858 
a  Motion  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Boe- 
bnck  was  thrown  out,  the  one  in  1850 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority.  To 
keep  the  trade  of  Dublin  going  was  the 
only  excnse  for  maintaining  the  Office. 
There  were  other  argument  for  uphold- 
ing the  Office ;  bat  they  were  all  more  or 
less  of  a  sentimental  nature,  and,  there- 
fore, all  the  less  forcible.  For  instance, 
one  distinguished  Irishman,  now  a  Judge, 
was  heard  to  say  in  defence  of  the  re- 
tention of  the  Otfice  that  it  would  be 
hard  lines  if  an  Irishman,  who  was  pre- 
cluded from  basking  in  the  sunshine  of 
Koyalty,  should  not  have  an  opportimity 
occasionally  of  airing  himself  in  the 
moonshine  of  the  Viceroy.  If  that  was 
the  strongest  argument  that  a  great  and 
distinguished  lawyer  could  raise  in  that 
day,  he  thought  there  was  not  much  to 
be  said  in  its  favour.  The  objection  as 
to  the  difficulty  of  coming  to  London  to 
attend  a  lev^  was  merely  a  sentimental 
one.  In  these  days  sentimental  objeo- 
tions  had  very  uttle  weight.  These 
were  days  in  which  only  practical  ob- 
jections had  any  weight.  Sir  Peter 
Teazle's  views  with  respect  to  sentiment 
were  very  much  like  his.  He  believed 
they  were  extremely  proper  and  popular. 
He  did  not  think  the  Bules  of  their  Lord 
ships'  House  would  prevent  him  giving 
a  quotation  from  The  School  for  Scandal; 
but  it  was  unnecessary,  since  all  their 
Lordships  must  he  acquainted  with  the 
expressions  made  use  of  by  that  iras- 
cilue  Baronet   It  was  amusing  to  look 
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back  and  find  even  such  a  great  and 
eminent  statesman  as  Lord  John  Kussell 
talking  about  the  facilities  of  comuiuni- 
cation  as  they  existed  in  1850  in  com- 
parison with  those  which  existed  in 
1805.  He  believed  he  was  right  in 
stating  that  Lord  John  RuBsoll  actually 
quoted  from,  if  ho  did  not  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House,  a  copy  of  Brad' 
»haw^»  Railway  Guide  ;  but  if  he  (the  Earl 
of  KUmorey)  wished  to  quote  from  any 
publication  to  show  the  onormous  strides 
which  had  been  taken  within  the  last  35 
years,  he  would  refer  to  the  records  of 
scientific  institutions  and  papers  road  at 
scientific  meetings ;  and,  looking  at  the 
records  of  the  marvellous  inventions  of 
the  last  35  years,  he  found  there  were 
no  inventions  which  excited  more  marvel 
and  admiration  than  the  telephone. 
What  were  tho  facilities  of  communica- 
tion in  1850  to  those  in  the  present 
day  ?  As  the  locomotive  had  superseded 
the  old  stage  coach,  so  the  telepboQe  had 
oast  into  the  shade  other  marvellous  in- 
ventions which  at  one  time  it  was  thought 
impossible  to  supersede.  In  the  present 
day  it  was  not  impossible  for  tho  noble 
Marquess  in  Downing  Street  to  hold  an 
animated  conversation  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Irdand  in  Dublin 
Castle,  nor  was  it  more  difficult  for  His 
Bo^al  Highness  the  Commander^in- 
Ohief  to  give  his  order,  vivA  mee,  to 
Prince  Saxe-TVomar.  This  disposed  of 
the  argument  brought  forward  in  their 
Lordships*  House  in  1850  by  the  Duke 
of  Wellington.  That  objection  was  that 
in  cases  of  disturbance,  in  the  absence 
of  tho  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  could  give 
orders  to  the  troops  ?  He  saw  no  possi- 
ble difficulty,  in  the  absence  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  of  directions  being  given 
with  regard  to  the  Forces.  He  main- 
tained that  facilities  for  communicating 
were  now  so  great  that  there  was  no- 
thing to  prevent  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
answering  with  rapidity  any  question 
put  to  him  by  the  Oommandor-in-Chief 
of  the  Forces.  Tho  same  facility  would 
enable  him  to  transmit  his  orders  to  the 
Oommander-in-Ohief,  and  to  take  steps 
to  see  them  properly  carried  out.  Al- 
though science  had  done  much  to  alle- 
viate their  sorrow  and  to  mitigate  their 
distress,  it  had  not  yet  provided  them 
with  the  same  means  of  communication 
between  England  and  Ireland  that  now 
existed  between  Birkenhead  and  Liver- 
pool.  There  always  had  been,  and  lie 
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feared  there  always  would  be,  one  great 
and  insuperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
the  realization  of  all  the  schemes  of 
reconciliog  Irishmen  to  England;  and 
that  was  the  nauseating  barrier  that 
existed  between  the  two  countries — 
hine  illcE  laerymce.  It  might  be  that  the 
opening  of  the  Mersey  Tunnel  the  other 
day  might  give  a  fillip  to  science ;  and  he 
trusted  their  Lordships  would  all  live  to 
see  a  submarine  tunnel  betweeA  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  constructed.  Bat  they 
had  communication  by  means  of  some 
of  the  finest  steamers  in  the  world ;  and 
what  was  the  journey  from  Dublin  to 
London  ?  What  would  their  forefathers 
have  thought  of  their  making  complaints 
of  a  journey  of  from  10  to  12  hours' 
duration,  when  they  were  accustomod  to 
travel  on  a  coach  for  days  and  nights 
together?  As  to  the  danger  of  travel- 
ling, although  there  were  occasions  on 
which  outrages  were  committed  in  rail- 
way carriages,  they  were  very  few  and 
far  between  when  compared  with  the 
dangers  which  were  run  on  the  King's 
highway  in  the  time  of  stage-coach  tra- 
velling. AVhat  was  the  journey  from 
Dublin  to  London  now?  Why,  it  was 
simply  the  rapid  whtrliag  along  of 
their  recumbent  bodies,  surrounded  by 
every  luxury  and  oomfort.  He  regretted 
tiiat  the  iKwd  Ohanoellor  of  Irela^  was 
not  present.  His  appearance  was  well 
known  to  their  Lordships,  and  they  would 
readily  agree  with  him  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  showed  no  signs  of  de- 
cay, although  he  was  frequently  subject  to 
the  fearful  ordeal  of  these  constant  jour- 
neys. He  was  stating  a  fact  when  he  said 
it  was  not  unusual  for  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Four 
Courts  in  Dublin  on  Monday,  to  run 
over  by  the  mail  to  attend  a  Cabinet 
Council  on  the  Tuesday  afternoon,  and 
to  return  to  the  Four  Courts  on  tho 
AVednesday  as  fresh  as  if  he  had  not 
undergone  the  slightest  fatigue.  It  was 
an  acknowledged  fact  that  science  had 
now  minimized  the  geographical  difficul- 
ties between  the  two  countries.  He  took 
leave  to  oonolude  that  the  positioa  in 
which  the  present  Ijord  Lieutenant  had 
lately  found  himself,  harassed  and  worn 
by  the  innumerable  difficulties  and  un- 
avoidable annoyances  of  Office,  strength- 
ened not  a  little  his  argument  that  the 
administrative  and  State  functions  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  should  no  longer 
be  combined  in  one  man.   That  unfor- 
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timate  oombmation  onght  never  to  have 
existed.  It  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  a  great  mietake  in  the  Act  of 
Union ;  and,  as  far  as  he  oould  judge,  it 
was  acknowledged  by  the  statesmen  of 
that  day  that  the  combination  was  a 
mist^e.  Lord  John  Bussell,  on  the 
introduction  of  his  Bill,  on  the  17th  of 
Hay,  1850,  said—  . 

"  In  fact,  the  Members  of  the  present  OoTem- 
ment  have  for  a  very  long  time  had  in  con- 
templation the  meaaure  I  have  now  to  propose, 
and  when  Lord  Clarendon  went  to  Ireland  he 
vent  there  on  a  distinct  understanding  with  me 
that  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  would,  if 
Parliament  should  concur  with  us,  be  totally 
abolished."— (3  Mansardliiq,  171.) 

Later  on  his  Lordship  said — 

"B  Appears,  however,  at  the  time  of  the 
Cnion  wiUi  Ireland  the  subject  of  the  abolitioQ 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenancy  was  taken  into  consi- 
deration by  the  Sovereign  who  then  ruled  the 
destinies  of  this  country."— 173.) 

His  Lordship  then  proceeded  to  quote 
from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Addingtou ;  and 
he  (the  Earl  of  Eilmorey),  from  a  gene- 
ral riaumi  of  the  speeches  of  that  day, 
was  led  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  an 
acknowledged  difficulty,  and  that  it  was 
handed  as  a  legacy  from  one  Cabinet  to 
another,  where  it  was  looked  upon  with 
BO  much  distaste  that  when  a  memoran- 
dum on  the  fiubjeot  came  to  the  top  it  was 
at  ODoe  put  to  the  bottom.  It  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  point  to  a  stronger 
argument  in  favour  of  his  suggestion 
than  that  50  years  after  the  Union  an 
able  statesman  like  the  late  Lord  John 
Boasellshould  hareproposed  to  the  House 
a  Bill  to  carry  out  what  he  was  now  ad- 
Tocating,  and  left  the  matter  in  abeyance 
Bolely  on  the  ground  that  more  important 
matters  were  engi^ng  attention.  It  was 
no  secret  that  he  (the  Earl  of  Eilmorey) 
deeired  to  see  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  abolished  as  at  present 
constituted.  He  wished  to  see  the  ad- 
ministrative fanotions  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant transferred  to  a  Secretary  of  State 
for  Lreland,  whilst  those  of  ceremonial 
might  very  well  be  allowed  to  slip  into 
oblivion  as  unnecessary  and  out  of  place. 
It  should  be  remembered  that,  however 
vehemently  he  might  attack  the  evils 
which  arose  from  the  Office  of  Lord 
lieutenant,  nothing  should  fall  from 
his  lips  in  any  way  to  reproach  those 
who  liad  snccesrively  held  that  high 
Office,  and  dlsoluugea  the  onerous  du- 
ties of  Lord  lieutotatant.   What  he 


wanted  to  see  abolished,  was  not  the 
holder  of  the  high  Office,  but  the  system 
which  had  imposed  on  so  many  Noble- 
men the  thankless  combination  of  poli- 
tical patronage  uid  Viceregal  State.  Ho 
knew  that  Lord  Lieutenants  had  con- 
ducted the  social  administration  of  the 
country  with  the  greatest  ability.  But 
faithfully  as  they  had  discharged  their 
duties  in  that  respect — right  royally  as 
they  had  spent  their  money  and  distri- 
buted their  favours- why  were  they 
weighed  down  by  politics  ?  He  saw  no 
reason  whatever  why  the  machinery  of 
administration  and  the  ceremonial  of 
Royalty  should  ha  coupled  in  what  was 
only  a  mock  Court.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  Sorereiga  had  no  politics,  and 
therefore  he  contended  that  the  Bepre- 
sentative  of  the  Sovereign  should  have 
no  politics.  The  principle  had  been 
broken  through  from  the  very  com- 
mencement so  far  as  Ireland  was  con- 
cerned, and  he  hoped  the  words  of  the 
late  Lord  President  would  be  well  con- 
sidered when  he  said — 

"  However  high-minded  and  well-intentioned 
the  Lord  Lieateoant  might  be,  it  is  impoasiUg 
for  him  to  be  anything  else  than  a  Party  man." 

Now,  these  few  words  struck  at  the  root 
of  the  evil  of  which  he  complained.  He 
said  that  the  Office,  being  a  political  ap- 
pointment— however  kind  and  humane 
the  Viceroy  might  bo,  and  however  well- 
intentioned,  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  an  unruly 
people  with  more  than  passing  success. 
A  new  Xiord  Lieutenant's  policy  was  in- 
variably the  reverse  of  his  Predecessor's ; 
and  however  anxious  a  Lord  Lieutenant 
might  be  to  strike  out  a  line  of  his  own, 
and  to  make  a  new  departure,  he  in- 
evitably found  that  his  endeavours  were 
hampered  and  rendered  futile  by  the 
officialism  of  Dublin  Castle.  He  be- 
lieved more  influence,  more  power,  and 
more  beneficent  results  would  have  ac- 
crued firom  the  successive  Administra- 
tions of  Lord  Lieutenants  since  the  Act 
of  Union  if  their  number  had  been 
fewer  and  their  term  of  Office-longer. 
But,  for  his  own  part,  he  hoped  sincerely 
he  should  never  see  a  Lord  Lieutenant 
again.  He  was  not  so  careless,  having 
regard  to  the  wholesale  abolition  which 
he  proposed,  as  to  forget  to  make 
some  suggestions  as  to  what  should  bo 
substituted  for  that  which  wasabolished. 
To  discharge  some  portion  of  the  duties 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  he  had  sug- 
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gested  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary 
of  State  fox  Ireland,  and  he  would 
award  him  such  a  salary  as  would 
enable  him  to  keep  up  the  customary 
grants  of  money,  and  to  continue  the 
customary  patronage  to  the  charitable 
institutions  of  the  oountiy ;  and,  in  re- 
lation to  those  other  duties  performed 
by  tiie  Iiotd  Lieutenant,  he  should  have 
a  scheme  to  submit  which  he  knew  would 
not  only  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
loyal  section  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects 
in  Ireland,  but  which  was  the  only  one 
to  soothe  the  savage  breast  of  the 
Separatist  and  bring  the  rebel  back  to 
reason  and  allegiance.  It  might  be 
said  that  the  Dublin  trade  had  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  this  matter  in  the 
past,  and  that  it  might  have  a  great 
weight  in  dealing  with  the  subject  in 
the  future.  He  did  not  know  exactly 
what  Ihiblin  trade  consisted  of.  Some 
might  say  it  was  whisky ;  some  might 
say  it  was  poplin ;  but  diose  who  took 
the  trade  view  of  the  case  were  really 
not  those  who  carried  on  an  Irish  trade, 
but  they  were  chiefly  dressmakers  and 
others  who  represented  London  and 
Paris  firms.  If  tkere  were  a  single 
Irish  trade  or  industry  which  could  be 

Eromoted,  or  which  could  bo  better 
ept  alive  by  the  retention  of  the  Office 
of  Lord  Lieutenant,  he  should  be  the 
last  man  in  the  world  to  desire  to  see 
that  Office  done  away  with.  But  there 
was  not  a  single  trade,  so  far  as  he  could 
discover,  which  would  be  affected  one 
way  or  the  other  by  the  retention  or 
abolition  of  the  Lord  Lieutenancy.  Who 
would  be  affected  ?  It  would  not  affect 
the  hotel  keepers;  it  would  not  cause 
less  traffic  on  Uie  railways ;  the  tailors 
would  make  as  many  pairs  of  trousers, 
the  boot  makers  as  many  pairs  of  boots, 
and  the  carriage  builders  would  make 
as  many  carriages  as  they  did  now.  The 
question  of  the  abolition  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy,  be  was  aware,  could  not 
bo  raised  and  passed  over  in  a  few 
words.  There  was,  of  course,  that  large 
question  of  the  privileges  enjoyed  by 
the  presence  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  his  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  the 
various  charitable  institutions  and  hos- 

ftitals  in  Ireland  generally,  and  in  Bub- 
in  in  particular,  and  which  had  done 
BO  mucn  good  for  the  country.  He  cer- 
tainly would  not  think  of  submitting  a 
scheme  which  would  rob  those  institu- 
tions of  any  of  their  privileges.  It 
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was,  as  he  had  said,  a  scheme  which 
would  attach  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  be  appointed  such  a  salary  as  would 
enable  him  to  meet  the  claims  of  chari- 
table institutions  in  the  future  as  thev 
had  been  met  in  the  past,  t  He  proposed 
to  raise  from  the  ashes  of  an  anomalous 
Office  thePhoenizof  a  new  and  more  prac- 
tical post,  and  to  establish  it  altogether 
upon  a  more  reasonable  and  responuble 
basis.  That  no  injury  should  accrue  to 
Ireland  by  the  loss  of  the  costly  acces- 
sories of  Viceregal  glitter,  he  suggested 
that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  ^onld 
submit  to  Her  Majesty  the  long- 
entertained  and  long-silent  but  now 
loudly-expressed  complaint  of  her  Irish 
people,  and  urge  upon  her  gracious 
consideration  their  fervent  prayer — 
namely,  that  as  for  many  years  past  in 
England  and  Scotland  where  there  were 
any  public  duties  for  lioyaltj  to  per- 
form, and  the  Sovereign  was  not  able 
to  be  present,  she  was  officially  repre- 
sented by  a  Boyal  Deputy,  so  should 
the  same  course  be  taken  with,  reference 
to  Irish  institutions.  They  desired  that 
in  great  public  ceremonies  the  Queen 
should  be  represented  by  Royalty,  and 
not  by  a  mock  Court,  which  was  a  base 
imitation  of  the  real  thing.  The  Court 
in  London  had  been  considered  suffi.- 
cieot  for  the  extremes  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales;  and  he  thought 
that  it  should  be  quite  sufficient  for  the 
extreme  parts  of  Ireland.  Irish  people 
who  were  desirous  of  paying  personal 
respects  to  Her  Majesty  would  gravitate 
to  the  Metropolis  if  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ancy were  abolished,  and  would  help 
to  swell  the  rank  and  file  of  those  who 
constituted  the  retinue  of  the  Ooort. 
During  the  recent  visit  of  the  Prince 
and  Inincess  of  Wales  to  Ireland,  it 
was  found  that  the  ceremony  of  being 
presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  did  not 
count  as  a  presentation  to  the  Sovereign, 
which  ke  considered  the  otimax  of  ano- 
malism.  H^e  hoped  that  in  any  remarks 
he  had  made  he  had  not  said  anything 
which  would  be  painful  to  the  feelings  of 
those  distinguished  Noblemen  who  had 
occupied  the  Viceregcil  Chair  in  the  past, 
or  to  any  of  their  relations.  He  did  not 
profess  to  be  original ;  but  he  conld 
not  help  making  use  of  epithets  such 
as  "mock,"  after  studying  this  sub- 
ject in  the  books  and  papers  which 
ho  had  recently  perused.  Wbilst  on 
this  subject   he   could  not  refrain 
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£romqaotiiig  the  words  of  an  article 
in  7w  Timet  in  1858,  which  was 
made  to  say  that  in  conceding  a  mock 
Gonrt  to  Ireland  Eaglishmen  only  did 
so  as  they  would  give  glass  beads  to 
savages.  The  language  of  the  present 
day  was  pretty  strong ;  but  he  thought 
that  that  far  exceeded  anytKing  xSi&i 
was  DOW  written.  When  the  late  Lord 
John  Bussell  introduced  his  Bill  in  the 
Oommons,  he  held  out  what  in  vulgar 
parlance  was  called  a  "sop."  He  sug- 
gested that,  to  assist  ia  the  passing  of 
the  Bill,  the  Irish  people  should  be  led 
to  understand  that  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  would  pay  them  a  visit  not  only 
once,  but  frequently.  That,  bethought, 
was  a  very  unfair  thing  to  have  done. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  bait  took ; 
but,  at  any  rate,  the  Motion  was  passed. 
There  was  not,  however,  the  slightest 
chance  in  1 886  of  anything  of  that  sort 
being  placed  before  the  Irish  people, 
because  they  knew  that  it  would  be  un- 
reasonable to  expect  Her  Majestj^  to  so 
severely  Btrain  her  health  and  time, 
neither  would  they  for  a  moment  ex- 
pect His  Boyal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wades,  whose  hands  were  already  full, 
to  undertake  the  duty.  Although  the 
Irish  people  might  rejoice  to  see  His 
Boyal  Highness,  they  would  not  expect 
to  see  in  him  the  accepted  deputy  of 
their  Sovereign;  but  what  people  in 
Ireland  bore  in  mind  was,  that  there 
was  another  of  Her  Majesty's  sons, 
whose  name  and  title  lent  themselves 
not  a  little  to  the  occasion ;  and  it  would 

give  the  greatest  pleasnre  all  over  Ire- 
ind,  and  considerably  reduce  what  was 
now  called  disloyal  feeling,  if  an  an- 
noancement  were  made  semi-officiaUy 
that  a  Boyal  residence  was  to  be  pur- 
chased for  the  Duke  of  Oonnatight, 
who  should  represent  Her  Majesty. 
No  particular  duration  of  time  need 
be  named  for  the  ezifltence  of  the 
Office;  it  would  do  a  great  deal  of 
good,  and  tiie  people  would  always 
know  that  there  was  living  among 
them  one  of  the  Eoyal  Princes  whom 
they  could  justly  call  their  own.  One 
of  the  objects  he  had  before  him  was 
to  impress  u|K>n  their  Lordships  that 
the  Act  of  Union  was  not  complete,  and 
that  it  was  not  too  late  to  make  it  com- 
plete by  taking  these  steps  in  the  right 
direction,  and,  by  asnmuating  the  law 
of  Ireland  to  tiiat  fA  England,  to  draw 
the  two  natiom  together.    What  he 


wished  to  see  was,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Gk)vemment  should  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
abolish  the  Office  of  Viceroy,  and  estab- 
lish a  Secretary  of  State,  who  should  be 
an  Irishman,  if  possible ;  if  not,  both 
the  Under  Secretaries  should  be  taken 
from  the  ranks  of  resident  Irishmen. 
Then  a  Bill  should  be  introduced  nving 
suitable  salaries  to  these  officials,  what 
was  even  more  important  was  that 
Dublin  Castle  should  be  thoroughly  re- 
organized, placed  thoroughly  under  the 
complete  control  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  put  into  proper  touch  with  all 
boards  of  official  administration  through- 
out the  country.  At  present  there  was  a 
great  complaint  that  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient connection,  in  feeling  or  other- 
wise, between  bodies  like  the  Irish 
Board  of  Works  and  Dublin  Castle.  In 
the  event  of  the  changes  he  proposed 
being  made,  the  Secretary  ought,  of 
course,  to  have  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet ; 
and  it  was  also  indispensable  that  he 
should  have  a  private  residence  in  Ire- 
land, as  well  as  an  official  one.  It  had 
alwaysbeenasourceofcomplaiotthat  Ire- 
land had  been  governed  by  Englishmen ; 
and  the  only  thing  that  could  be  said  in 
its  favour  was  that  it  was  like  Uie  doctor 
who  said  that  he  could  always  prescribe 
better  for  his  patients  when  he  never 
saw  them.  With  regard  to  the  changes 
he  had  proposed,  he  was  reminded  of 
the  saying  that  if  you  could  not  get 
what  you  wanted  you  must  put  up  with 
what  you  could  get ;  he  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  noble  Marquess,  if  he  in- 
tended to  reply,  would,  at  all  events,  see 
his  way  to  carry  out  some  of  the  changes 
proposed.  It  was  impossible,  without 
possessing  the  power  of  prophecy,  to 
conjecture,  with  the  slightest  degree  of 
certainty,  what  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Prime  Minister  would  say,  even  if  he 
condescended  to  notice  the  speech.  Pro- 
bably the  noble  Marquess  would  ad- 
minister to  him  a  rebuke  for  having 
dared  to  occupy  so  much  of  their  Lord- 
ships* valuable  time,  and  for  having 
struggled  to  his  feet  into  paths  where 
statesmen  feared  to  tread.  If  the  noble 
Marquess,  however,  did  administer  a 
rebuke,  he  hoped  it  would  be  a  kind  one, 
and  that  he  (the  Earl  of  Kilmorey )  should 
have  sufficient  spirit  left  to  accept  the 
rebuke  with  fitting  humility,  especially 
when  he  remembered  that  it  came  &om 
such  a  distinguished  statesman  as  the 
Prime  Himster.  But  perhaps  the  noble 
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Marquess  might  eaj  that,  although  it 
posaessed  some  defects,  there  were  some 
points  in  bis  scheme  worth  oonaidera- 
tion,  and  that  he  might  promise  to  take 
some  action  in  the  matter.  If  he  did 
not  succeed  in  impressing  upon  their 
Lordships'  House  the  advisableoess  of 
abolishing  the  Lord  Lieutenancy  in 
favour  of  a  Secretaryship  of  State,  at 
any  rate  lie  would  have  the  consola- 
tion of  knowing  that  he  had  given  their 
Lordships  a  great  subject  for  their  care- 
ful and  dispassionate  consideration. 

Moved,  *'  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House 
the  time  haa  now  come  when  the  post  of  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Irelaod  may  be  sboliBhed  with 
advantage."— (TA«  £arl  of  Kilmorey.) 

Eabl  GOWFER  thought  that  a  great 
deal  was  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  Mo- 
tion which  had  been  brought  before 
them.  After  the  exhaustive  manner  in 
which  it  liad  been  treated  he  did  not 
intend  to  make  a  long  speech ;  but  as  he 
had  had  the  honour  of  holding  the  Office 
of  Lord  Lieutenant  he  thought  that  he 
might  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words. 
He  did  not  place  the  same  stress  as  the 
noble  Earl  had  laid  upon  the  functions 
of  Yicer^al  hospitality,  or  upon  the 
effect  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 's  Court 
upon  the  trade  of  Dublin.  The  func- 
tions of  hospitality  and  the  Court  held 
at  the  Castle  were,  some  time  b^o,  mat- 
ters of  oooeiderable  importance ;  but 
now,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  communi- 
cation between  Bublin  and  London, 
they  wrae  of  very  little  importance. 
While  he  filled  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant he  must  say  that  he  did  so  with 
very  mixed  feelings.  The  hospitable 
part  of  the  duties  he  looked  back  to 
with  great  pleasure.  There  was  some- 
thing so  essentially  kindly,  hospitable, 
and  generous  in  the  Irish  nature,  which 
made  him  look  back  with  pleasure  on 
that  part  of  his  experience,  and  made 
his  duties  very  easy.  The  people  were 
so  generous  and  hospitable  themselves, 
and  80  willing  to  respond  cordially  to 
any  civility  which  one  might  attempt  to 
show,  that  entertainments  were  very 
pleasurable  things.  At  the  same  time, 
he  could  not  deny  that  the  people  who 
attended  ^nwing-rooma,  balle,  and  other 
Oastle  entertainments  were,  as  a  rule, 
either  those  who  were  what  might  be 
called  "  the  English  garrison  "  ^  the 
people  quartered  there — a  large  number 
of  officials  and  others  who  came  because 
they  thought  that  as  long  as  a  Court 
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was  held  in  Dublin,  it  was  their  duty  to 
show  respect  to  the  Bepreeentative  of 
the  Queen  by  attending.  Of  this  last 
he  had  an  example  at  the  time  he  was 
in  Ireland.  At  the  beginning  of  his 
first  Castle  season  the  uoveroment  of 
the  day  was  not  at  the  time  very  popu- 
lar with  the  upper  classes  in  Ireland, 
and  there  was  a  feeling  prevalent  that 
there  would  be  a  genei^  resolution  not 
to  attend  his  levees.  But  ^  when  the 
levee  was  held  several  gentlemen  dif- 
fering from  him  in  politics  made  a  point 
of  coming  to  attend.  Amongst  these 
latter  he  might  mention  the  present 
Lord  Chancellor  —  whom  he  did  not 
know  personally  at  the  time — ho  came 
over  specially  to  Ireland,  and  remained 
only  a  few  hours  in  Dublin  in  order  to 
attend.  There  was  howevw,  nobody 
who  wished  to  attend  a  drawing-room 
or  a  levee  who  could  not  do  so  by 
coming  over  to  London.  So  much  for 
this  part  of  the  matter.  Of  course, 
there  was  also  the  question  of  the  trade 
of  Dublin.  In  these  days,  when  trade 
was  everywhere  very  stagnant,  one  most 
be  sorry  that  anything  in  Dublin  or  else- 
where should  have  the  effect  of  taking 
money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  trades- 
men. He  and  others,  no  doubt,  would 
be  venr  sorry  for  their  sakes  that  any 
such  thing  should  take  plaoe.  Bat  he 
thought  &at  80  far  as  the  moouraging 
trade  was  concerned  there  was  really 
not  any  serious  importance  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  question.  There  was 
absolutely  nothing  in  the  duty  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  which  could  not  be 
performed  by  a  Secretary  of  State,  who 
would  have  power  as  Lord  Spencer  had 
power.  He  could  not  see  why  Lord 
bJpenuer  should  not  have  been  called 
Secretary  of  State  for  Ireland.  Mr. 
Smith  had  now  gone  over  to  Ireland, 
and  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet ; 
and  anyone  appointed  to  the  Office  of 
Lord  Lieutenant  with  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary in  the  Cabinet  would  find  himself 
in  a  very  unenviable  position.  It  was 
always  disagreeable  to  have  nominal 
respon8ibility,and  to  bethe  nominal  head, 
when  the  man  who  waa  supposed  to  be 
your  subordinate  had  the  real  power. 
He  thought  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  have  some  difficulty  in  fincUog 
anyone  to  fill  the  Office  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. In  times  of  disturbance 
men  were  ready  to  serve  the  Queen  and 
country;  but,  howerer  anxious  they 
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might  be,  he  thought  it  would  be 
asking  too  much  ox  them  to  expect 
them  to  occupy  that  position.  If  there 
was  a  Secretaiy  of  State  appointed  in 
substitution  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  he 
would  have  an  Office  in  London  and  in 
Dablin.  He  would  go  backwards  and 
forwards.  In  quiet  times — if,  indeed, 
they  were  ever  to  have  quiet  times  again 
— certain  advantages  would  be  occa- 
sioned by  having  a  great  deal  of  the 
business  concentrated  in  London.  He 
thought — judging  from  his  former  ex- 
periences in  Ireland — that  there  was  a 
great  deal  too  much  of  a  disposition  to 
refer  everything  to  theCentral  Authority 
of  Dublin.  Not  only  what  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  buBiuess  was  submitted 
to  tiie  Castle,  but  everybody  who  had 
anything  to  do  with  Ireland  would  ac- 
knowledge that  there  was  a  tendency  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  or  of  a  class  of 
them,  in  that  country  to  trust  too  little 
to  themselves,  and  too  little  to  local 
aetion,  and  to  cume  up  to  the  Castle  at 
every  little  difficulty — in  former  times 
he  would  hare  said  for  every  little  job, 
though  he  hoped  it  did  not  exist  now. 
ETeiytfaing  that  might  be  wanted  caused 
these  people  to  come  up  to  the  Castle, 
and  have  it  done.  If  they  could  trans- 
fer the  business  to  London  in  these  days 
of  telegraph,  railways,  and  steamers, 
this  condition  of  things  could  be  broken 
down  and  done  away  with.  The  Chief 
Secretary  or  Secretary  of  State  could  go 
backwards  and  forwards,  and  everything 
could  still  be  done  in  Ireland  which 
could  not  be  done  in  this  country.  He 
knew,  of  course,  that  the  question  of 
abolishing  an  Office  that  had  existed 
for  600  years  was  most  important  and 
difficult.  It  was  impossible  not^to  con- 
sider it  in  connection  with  the  existing 
state  of  things,  or  how  it  should  be 
r^rded  in  connection  with  the  ques- 
tion of  Home  Bule,  which,  after  all, 
was  the  great  question  of  the  day,  and 
one  which  was  concerning  and  occu- 
pying the  minds  of  all  men,  and  on 
which  everybody's  thoughts  were  fixed 
more  than  on  anything  else.  Now, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers— the  great  bulk  of  them — were  not 
disposed  to  have  a  very  close  union  with 
England,  and  they  had  taken  up  the 
question  of  abolishing  the  Office  of 
Lord  Lieutenant.  He  could  not  help 
thinking  that  those  Members  did  so  at 
a  time  when  they  thought  that  Home 

TOL'  OOOn.    [nrmn  SBRXES.'] 


Bule  was  altogether  out  of  the  sphere 
of  practical  politics.  If,  however,  they 
really  thou^t  there  was  a  chanco  of 
getting  Home  Eule,  they  would  feel 
that  there  would  be,  as  in  Canada,  a 
Governor  or  Lord  Lieutenant  absolutely 
necessuy.  He  was  one  of  those  vho 
considered  Home  Bule  impossible,  and 
that  they  could  never  grant  a  separate 
Parliament  to  Ireland.  It  could  not  be 
too  soon  thoroughly  known  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  any  Party  to  do 
this ;  and  feeling  that,  and  as  a  great 
deal  of  the  business  connected  with  the 
Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  could  be  done 
in  London,  the  announcement  that  the 
Government  intended  to  do  away  with 
the  Office  would  be  as  good  as  a  delibe- 
rate statement  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  do  anything  to  sever  the  Union.  He 
considered  the  present  a  very  opportune 
moment  to  declare  that  this  last  vestige 
of  what  was  once  a  separate  Gonstitutioii 
should  be  done  awaywith. 

The  Earl  of  HOwTH  said,  that  not- 
withstanding the  many  objeotiouB  to 
the  proposal  he  could  not  reiCrain  from, 
supporting  it.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  that  the  importance  of  trade  in 
connection  with  the  Viceregal  Office  had 
been  somewhat  overlooked ;  and  he 
trusted  that  if  the  Lord  Lieutenancy  was 
abolished  a  Eepresentative  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty would  still  hold  a  Court  in  Dublin. 
Two  "Viceroys  had  lately  ruled  in  Ire- 
land— one  with  uniform  firmness,  and 
the  other  with  uniform  kindness,  and  it 
remained  for  history  to  record  which 
was  most  successful.  He  agreed  that  in 
reference  to  the  expenditure,  imme- 
diately the  result  of  the  Viceroyalty,  the 
question  was  a  very  small  one;  but  it 
was  one  which  could  not  be  entirely 
overlooked.  His  principal  objection  to 
the  Yiceroyalty  was  based  on  the  fact 
that  it  was  a  political  office.  If  they 
looked  to  India,  Canada,  and  the  Colo- 
nies, the  Viceroy  or  Governor  General 
continued  to  hold  the  Office  in  spite  of 
any  change  of  Ministers.  In  Ireland  if 
the  Office  was  continued  it  should  be  the 
same.  The  Office  of  Viceroy  was  now 
in  abeyance ;  and  what  they  desired  to 
know  was,  how  long  it  would  remain  so 
before  something  was  done  in  connec- 
tion with  that  part  of  the  Administration 
in  Ireland  ?  There  was  a  sum  of  about 
£20,000  a-year  which  was  granted  for 
the  uphol(6ng  of  the  Office  of  Lord 
Lieutenant;  and  he  etrongly maintained 
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that  although  that  OfBce  yr&a  in  abey- 
ance the  sum  ought  to  be  available  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses 
of  what  might  be  term^  a  Boyal  resi- 
dence in  Ireland.  He  sincerely  trusted 
that  if  another  Lord  Lieutenant  was  not 
to  be  appointed  there  would  be  eveiy 
one  or  two  years  a  visit  paid  to  Ireland 
by  an  illustrious  Prince  representing 
Her  Uajesty ;  and  he  believed  that  those 
periodical  visits  would  be  an  effective 
substitute  for  what  ha  hoped  was  tho 
defunct  Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Eabl  FOETKSCUE  said,  that  two 
and  a-half  years  experience  in  holding 
the  Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
had  convinced  his  father  that  the  main- 
tenance of  that  Office  was  not  only  un- 
necessary but  undesirable.  Not  only 
that,  but  what  he  (Earl  Fortescue)  him- 
self saw  there  during  the  same  time, 
acting  as  he  was  as  his  father's  private 
Secretary,  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Office  ought  to  be  abolished.  He 
should  support  the  Motion,  believing 
the  time  to  be  very  appropriate  for 
carrying  out  the  object  at  which  it 
aimed.  In  Becnring  Uiat  object  they 
would  efface,  as  far  as  poBsible,  all  re- 
miniscences, and  discourage  also  all 
hopes,  of  the  revivfU  of  a  separate  Par- 
liament and  a  separate  Administration 
in  Ireland. 

Lord  FITZGEEALD  said,  that  it 
would  be  difficult  for  any  Government 
in  future  to  appoint  a  new  Lord  Lieute- 
nant  if  the  House  passed  a  Besolution 
against  the  continuance  of  the  Office. 
He  considered  it  inexpedient  in  the  face 
of  the  Besolution  that  they  should  bind 
themselves  in  this  matter  before  they 
had  a  definite  proposition  before  them. 
It  was  quite  true  the  noble  Earl  who 
had  introduced  the  Motion  had  made 
BU^estions ;  but  they  must  fall  to  the 
ground,  as  they  were  not  the  suggestions 
of  the  Government.  Indeed,  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  Government  had  any 
plan  upon  the  subject ;  but  he  knew  this 
— that  the  Motion  came  by  surprise  to 
the  whole  of  Irelandi  which  country  as 
yet  had  had  no  opportunity  to  express 
any  opinion  whatever  upon  the  matter. 
If  they  were  to  affirm  the  Besolution  he 
saw  no  way  out  of  it.  There  were  great 
difficulties  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject. It  was  not  merely  the  abolition  of 
an  ancient  Office  that  should  be  consi- 
dered. There  was  another  question — 
namely,  the  substitution  of  something 
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else  in  its  place  ;  and  they  were  now 
asked  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  abolition 
of  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  before 
they  knew  what  was  to  be  given  in 
return  for  it.  If  the  Office  was  to  be 
abolished  no  sentimental  views  should 
be  allowed  to  prevent  its  abolition. 
There  was  no  law  or  statute  requiring 
the  appointment  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant. 
The  government  of  Ireland  might  be 
carri^  on  without  one ;  but  it  would  be 
exceedingly  awkward  to  have  the  Office 
abolished  before  they  knew  what  scheme 
the  Government  had  in  store  in  substi- 
tution, and  before  they  had  had  an  op- 
portunity of  considering  and  discussing 
it.  When  Lord  John  Bussell  brought 
forward  this  question,  it  was  by  Bill,  and 
not  by  Besolution.  The  difficulties  of 
the  subject  were  so  great  that  the  Bill 
was  abandoned,  although  it  was  carried 
through  the  Commons  by  a  large  majo- 
rity. It  should  not  bo  foj^tten  that  if 
they  abolished  the  Viceregal  Office  an> 
other  important  Office  would  fall  with  it. 
He  referred  to  the  Office  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  Ireland.  What  Dublin 
precisely  wanted  was  to  be  let  alone. 
He  believed  if  she  had  no  legislation  frar 
many  years  to  oome  they  would  find  that 
there  would  not  be  a  more  prosperous  or 
happy  oil^  in  the  United  Kingdom.  He 
felt  it  was  very  undesirable,  and  very 
unadvisable,  before  the  country  was  in 
any  sense  in  a  contented  state,  to  enter- 
tain such  a  proposal.  He  believed,  more- 
over, that  the  country  ought  to  have 
time  to  consider  the  proposal  before 
their  Lordships  committed  themselvea 
to  an  abstract  Besolution  which  really 
there  had  been  as  yet  no  opportunity  to 
consider. 

LoED  WAVENET  said,  he  thought 
it  should  be  laid  down  as  a  distinct  prin- 
ciple that  there  was  no  need  for  thia 
change ;  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  the 
opinion  of  the  oountn^  was  not  favoor- 
able  to  the  abolition  of  the  post  of  Lord 
Lieutenant.  He  was  awue  that,  on  hie 
side  of  the  House,  at  all  events,  it  was 
a  tradition  of  their  policy  that  the  Lnd 
Lieutenancy  should  be  abolished.  A. 
substitution,  however,  was  bo  difficult 
— touching  so  many  tender  and  subtle 
webs — that  there  must  be  a  remedy  of 
some  other  kind.  He  believed  the  re- 
medy for  the  present  state  of  things 
would  be  found  m  making  the  Office  more 
or  less  of  a  permanent  character.  The 
first  thing  to  do,  in  his  opinion,  was  to  lift 
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the  Lord  Lieutenancy  above  the  level  of 
Party  politics,  and  so  change  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  he 
should  become,  in  a  certain  sense,  a  Con- 
stitational  Sovereign,  and  not  merely 
TOpresent,  as  he  now  did,  the  Imperial 
Parliament  of  this  country.  Thus,  for 
instance,  he  would  appoint  him  to  the 
poet  for  a  term  of  fire  years ;  and,  as  the 
BepreeentatiTe  of  no  school  of  politics, 
he  would  be  able  to  vindicate  that  law 
which  the  Irish  only  required  to  know 
was  being  steadily  and  persistently  en- 
forced to  obey. 

The  MAHQtTESs  of  SALISBURY  : 
My  Lords,  my  noble  Friend  at  the  Table 
made  an  able  and  interesting  speech,  a 
speech  which  I  am  sure  will  do  much  to 
stimulate  opinion  and  discussion  upon 
the  important  question  to  which  it  re- 
lates. If  we  were  merely  dealing  with 
a  speculative  subset  from  an  historical 
point  of  view,  I  confess  my  sympathy 
and  my  assent  would  be  completely  at 
the  service  of  my  noble  Friend.  But  my 
impreouou  is  that  there  is  no  maxim  of 
politics  which  has  been  more  generally 
accepted  by  statesmen  during  the  last 
80  years  than  that  the  Lord  lieutenanoy- 
af  Ir^nd  was  Buperfluous ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  has  been  no  conclusion 
more  usually  arrived  at  than  that  it  was 
necessary  to  postpone  the  practical  con- 
sideration of  the  subject.  When  that 
course  has  been  followed  out  by  men  of 
different  minds  and  of  different  opinions 
in  various  circumstances,  it  appears  to 
me  that  there  must  have  been  some  very 
good  reason  for  doing  so.  Nobody  can 
doubt  but  that  the  Lord  Lieutenancy  is, 
what  is  called  in  these  days,  only  "a 
snrviral."  It  arose  in  very  different 
times  and  circumstances.  It  represented 
the  difficulty  of  reaching  Dublin  from 
London  at  a  time  when  adverse  weather 
might  make  the  difficulty  of  oommuni- 
cation  between  the  two  countries  an 
afilair  of  weeks.  At  that  time  it  was  ne- 
eewaiythat  there  should  be  a  Represen- 
tative of  the  Sovereign  in  Ireland.  But 
that  necesmty  has  entirely  passed  away. 
My  noble  Friend  went  at  some  length 
into  the  scientific  facilities  which  exists 
for  governing  Ireland  from  London.  My 
impression  is  that  he  exaggerated  them 
a  utde.  But  the  thing  which  he  pro- 
poses could  no  doubt  be  done  if  we  had 
no  past  history,  no  present  feeling,  no 
danger  of  misconstruction,  and  no  dis- 
turbanoe  of  the  nwmal  condition  of 


things  to  iek.Q  into  account.  I  will  go 
further.  I  think  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenancy is  not  only  anomalous,  but  in 
some  respect  it  is  inconvenient.  The 
noble  Earl,  who  has  been  a  former  Lord 
Lieutenant,  dwelt  on  this  inconvenience 
in  strong  languf^.  He  spoke  of  the 
future ;  out  I  understood  him  to  be 
referring  to  the  past.  He  said  it  was 
very  inooUTenient  for  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  be  in  the  Cabinet  and  have 
all  the  power,  and  for  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  be  without  power  altogether. 
And  he  went  on  to  say,  in  effect,  that  the 
position  was  so  degrading  that  he  did 
not  understand  how  anyone  could  accept 
it. 

Eabl  COWPEE  :  I  did  not  use  the 
word  *'  degrading." 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURT  : 
Perhaps  not-  That  was  my  impression. 
I  hope  he  will  forgive  me  for  saying  that 
the  observation  has  not  made  it  more 
easy  for  the  Government  to  provide  an- 
other Lord  Lieutenant;  and  if  there  is  any 
delay  in  appointing  that  useful  officer, 
I  hope  the  person  who  is  impeached 
will  be  the  noble  Earl  opposite.  Un- 
doubtedly there  is  a  certain  anomaly 
and  inronrenience  in  the  fact  of  the 
officer  who  is  nominally  subordinate  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  sitting  in  the  Cabi- 
net and  settling  the  policy  which  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  is  to  pursue,  and  the 
orders  he  is  to  obey ;  and  it  is  pos- 
sible that  a  little  &iction  may  some- 
times arise  in  these  circumstances.  And 
more  than  that,  where  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant is  taken  into  council,  and  where  he 
has  a  share  in  fixing  the  policy  which  his 
Chief  Secretary  really  directs,  you  al- 
ways have  the  incouTenience  of  a  double 
Qovemment,  and  an  occasional  weak- 
ness in  the  direction  of  affairs  in  conse- 
quence. Therefore,  I  quite  agree  with 
my  -noble  Friend  that  if  we  had  to  be^a 
again  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  have 
a  Lord  Lieutenant.  But  I  am  afraid  I 
must  follow  the  long  course  of  precedents 
before  me  by  saying  that  I  do  not  think 
this  an  opportune  moment  for  entertain- 
ing this  question.  After  all,  except  for 
its  inconvenience,  the  Lord  Lieutenancy 
does  not  do  very  much  harm.  And 
whom  should  we  please  by  abolish- 
ing it?  la  it  the  Loyalists  who  are 
very  largely  interested  in  the  trade  of 
Dublin  ?  I  very  much  doubt  whether 
that  excellent  and  patriotic  body  are 
vary  anxious  for  its  abolition,  ^lould 
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we  please  the  Nationalists  ?  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly glad  to  Iiear  the  outspoken 
language  of  my  noble  Friend  (Earl 
Cowper),  a  former  Viceroy,  as  to  the 
possibilities  of  Home  Bule.  I  listened 
to  that  language  with  the  most  hearty 
sympathy,  and  I  desire  to  re-echo  it ; 
but  when  he  went  beyond  that  and  said 
that  the  best  way  to  teach  the  Nation- 
alists that  you  would  not  give  them 
Home  Bule  was  to  give  them  a 
more  centralized  Government,  that  was 
going  to  the  other  extreme.  I  would 
rather  put  it  in  this  way — that  un- 
doubtedly the  substitution  of  a  Chief 
Secretary,  with  his  offices  m  London, 
for  a  Lord  Lieutenant  would  be  to  in- 
crease, and  not  to  diminish,  centraliza- 
tion, and,  therefore,  would  displease  the 
Party  known  as  Nationalist,  as  well  as 
the  Party  known  as  Loyalist.  I  do  not 
know  that  to  increase  the  subjects  on 
account  of  which  Ireland  is  displeased 
with  England  would  be  precisely  the 
wisest  course  to  pursue  at  the  present 
time.  There  is  another  point  to  which 
allusion  has  been  made.  I  think  it  was 
my  noble  Friend  at  the  Table  who  said 
that  he  looked  forward  to  the  time  when 
everyone  who  desired  to  be  presented 
would  come  to  London  for  the  pur^se. 
Well,  but  that  means  a  very  consider- 
able displacement  of  the  class  of  pensons 
who  under  ordinary  eircumstanoes,  at 
least}  add  to  the  larade  of  the  country  and 
keep  money  in  it,  by  giving  employment 
to  industry  and  prosperity  to  trade.  Is 
the  present  condition  of  Ireland,  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  trade,  one  which 
should  be  selected  for  the  performance 
of  an  operation  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  diminishing  the  causes  of  pros- 
perity and  trade  ?  On  the  contrary,  the 
great  evil  resulting  from  past  circum- 
stances in  the  case  of  Ireland  is  that 
money  is  leaving  the  country  too  fast, 
and  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  it 
there ;  and  gratuitously  to  add  to  these 
causes  of  impoverishment  seems  to  me 
to  be  very  injudicious  in  the  present 
state  of  things.  I  do  not  think  on  either 
side,  on  the  side  of  the  abolition  or  on 
the  side  of  the  retention  of  the  Office, 
that  the  arguments  are  of  that  otot- 
whelming  importance  that  I  should  ap- 
prehend an^  great  disaster  either  way. 
But  weighing  the  arguments  against 
each  other,  not  with  respect  to  their 
importance,  but  with  respect  to  the  time 
at  which  the  Motion  is  made,  I  am  oom- 
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pelled  to  agree  with  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  opposite  that  the  time  is 
not  opportune ;  and  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  could  not,  I  think,  without 
a  derogation  from  their  dufy,  give  any 
countenance  to  the  Motion  of  the  nobw 
Earl. 

The  Eabl  op  KIMBEBLEY  said, 
he  also  agreed  very  much  with  what  had 
fallen  from  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
behind  him  (Lord  FitzGerald).  This 
was  by  no  means  an  easy  question  to 
settle.  It  oonld  not  properly  be  die- 
cussed  as  an  abstract  Motion,  but  only 
when  there  was  a  distinct  and  well- 
conceived  plan  laid  before  the  House. 
There  were  a  great  many  questions  that 
had  to  be  deut  with  in  oonddering  the 
abolition  of  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  they  were  of  such  a  cha- 
racter that  they  could  only  be  dealt  with 
by  the  responsible  Government.  The 
noble  Earl  at  the  Table  suggested  that 
the  proposed  Secretary  of  State  should 
permanently  reside  in  Dublin ;  but,  of 
course,  he  would  have  to  be  in  London 
for  a  great  portion  of  every  year.  In 
that  they  had  before  them  the  real  diffi- 
culty in  the  matter,  as,  undoubtedly,  the 
Chief  Secretary,  if  in  the  Cabinet,  waa 
practically  the  superior  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  Until  all  the  questions 
that  were  involved  in  this  matter  were 
fully  before  the  House  —  and  before 
the  House  on  tlw  advice  ot  the  Qo- 
vemment  of  the  day~he  maintained 
it  would  be  exceedingly  imprudent  and 
hasty  for  the  House  to  come  to  die  con- 
clusion that  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant should  be  abolished.  It  had  been 
said  that  there  visa  no  Statute  com- 
pelling them  to  appoint  a  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  ;  but  there  certainly  were 
Statutes  providing  that  certain  things 
should  be  done  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  \ 
and,  for  this  reason,  legislation  was  ab- 
solutely necessary.  He  agreed  with  a 
great  deal  that  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury)  had  said ;  but 
he  could  not  detach  the  present  pro- 
posal from  the  whole  question  of  p^ii^ 
with  regard  to  Irish  affairs.  The  time 
might  come  when  it  might  be  expe- 
dient to  abolish  the  Office;  and  as  a 
personal  opinion,  looking  ai  it  from  a 

general  point  of  view,  he  should  be  in- 
.ined  himself,  providing  that  the  admi- 
nistration could  be  satisfactorily  ar- 
ranged for,  to  take  the  view  that  there 
woidd  be  an  advantage  in  abolishing 
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the  Lord  Lientenancy.  There  was  always 
a  weakness  in  having  a  dual  office,  even 
altfaoagh  there  might  he  an  excellent 
tmdeTBtanding  hetween  the  two  officers. 
At  the  same  time,  he  thought — and  he 
had  thought  so  during  the  period  when 
he  had  filled  the  position  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant— that  there  was  very  consider- 
able disadvantage  in  not  having  Irish 
affairs  directly  represented  in  the  Oahi- 
net;  for  without  that  representation  Irish 
affairs,  which,  he  was  sure,  were  as  im- 
portant as  any  others,  were  apt  not  to 
get  that  consideration  and  full  attention 
which  they  dederfed.  He  concurred  with 
the  noble  Marquess  that  the  House 
should  suspend  its  judgment  in  regard  to 
thisBesolution ;  although,  if  brought  for- 
ward in  a  practical  form,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  abolition  of  the  Yioeroyalty 
might  be  one  deserving  considerable  at- 
tention. 

The  EiRL  of  KILMOEEY  said, 
that  having  elicited  the  expression  of 
o|Hnion  which  would  be  useful  in  the 
country,  and  which  he  thought  was  not 
altogether  hostile  to  the  principle  of  his 
Beecdnticm,  he  would  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  Motion. 

Motion  ^by  leave  of  the  House)  wttk- 
drawn. 

GOVERNMENT  OP  IRELAND -MINIS- 
TERIAL POUOY.— RESOLUTION. 
LoBD  WAVENET,  in  moving— 

"  That  the  MiniBterial  plan  tor  government 
of  Ireland  be  iotroduced  forthwi^,  and  take 
piecedanc«  of  all  poblio  buBineBa  up  to  report," 

said,  he  must  complain  of  the  prolonged 
silence  of  the  Government,  and  declared 
that  the  debate  on  Thursday  evening 
had  satisfied  no  one.  This  he  knew 
from  private  Mmimnniofttions  he  had 
received  from  Ireland.  He  had  no 
dflrira  whatever  to  interfere  with  the 
diaerelion  of  the  Government,  nor  did 
he  deare  to  promote  a  discosuon  upon 
this  point  by  any  remarks  which  he 
might  make;  but  they  had  now,  as  it 
were,  come  into  a  new  world,  and  they 
had  a  very  altered  state  of  affairs  to  face. 
It  might  be  asked  why  he  had  brought 
the  matter  before  their  Lordships  ?  It 
was,  first,  because  he  desired  that  in  all 
Gonfitttutional  matters  the  House  should 
reserve,  exercise,  and  vindicate  its  rights 
in  these  Oonstitutional  matters ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  because  he  thought  the 
matter  ooud  be  dealt  with  in  a  calmer 
tone  tiuut '  "  ebewheie."  He  viehed 
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to  put  the  matter  plainly  in  a  few  sen- 
tences ;  and  he  assured  the  Government 
that  people  were  waiting  with  great 
anxiety  for  their  answer,  and  for  the 
policy  which  it  was  intended  to  intro- 
duce. People  in  England  had  no  con- 
ception of  me  excitable  and  exasperated 
state  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
public  mind  &ere  was  in  a  condition  he 
never  knew  before.  Day  by  day  tho 
tide  was  rising,  which  he  feared  would 
saturate  the  country  with  even  greater 
dangers  than  those  which  even  now  ex- 
isted. He  said  in  no  exaggerated  terms 
that  even,  in  the  peaceable  districts  he 
knew,  where  they  were  desirous  of  carry- 
ing on  quietly  their  home  industries, 
a  sensible  alteration  had  taken  place  of 
late.  The  people  were  determined  to 
have  a  reply  which  would  satisfy  them 
that  peace  and  security  would  be  theirs. 
He  hoped  the  mission  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith  would  be  productive  of  good  re- 
sults; but  he  feared  otherwise.  Mr. 
Smith  had  been  brought  up  in  the 
Enfflish  school  of  politicians,  and  he 
doubted  if  he  would  be  able  to  obtain 
all  the  information  necessary  to  form  a 
sound  judgment.  Parliament  had  al- 
ready neglected  too  much,  and  thought 
too  little  of  their  responsibilities  with 
regard  to  Ireland.  They  foi^ot  how 
great  a  difference  there  was  not  only  in 
the  character,  but  in  the  free  way  in 
which  matters  were  looked  at,  and  in 
fact  had  not  the  same  political  effect  in 
both  countries.  For  instance,  the  elec- 
tion to  all  offices  of  trust  were  dependent 
on  public  taxes  in  England.  He  re- 
membered some  years  ago  how  a  very 
powerfully  constituted  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Oommons,  sitting  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Elective  Boards  for  Oounties  and 
its  success,  had  so  little  evidence  that 
no  Airther  proceedings  were  to  be  taken. 
There  must  be  a  combination  which 
would  mutually  aim  at  the  adjustment 
of  body  poUtio ;  and  he  held  that  an 
experiment  to  be  a  success  must  be  car- 
ried  through  all  the  adverse  circum- 
stances which  might  arise.  The  position 
which  the  Irish  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  hoped  to  attain  was  in- 
consistent with  the  maintenance  of  Im- 
perial power ;  and  he  therefore  cordially 
approved  the  firm  words  which  were 
read  from  the  Throne  when  Parliament 
was  opened  by  Her  Majesty.  But  those 
words  were  not  enough  by  themseWes. 
Xa  the  fevered  and  disturbed  state  of 
pnblio  opinion  in  Irelaad  at  the  present 
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time  it  wae  of  vital  importance  that  the 
Government  ehould  give  the  country, 
Tithout  delay,  a  clear  indication  of  their 
intended  policy.  It  was  the  wish  of 
many  people  in  Ireland  to  subject  the 
classes  possessing  most  intellectual 
power  to  the  rule  of  uneducated  men, 
and  the  strange  spectacle  was  there 
seen  of  the  persecution  of  its  own  mem- 
bers by  a  paitioular  class.  He  alluded, 
of  course,  to  "  Boycotting,"  which  kad 
wrought  such  evil  aa  was  difficult  to 
oonceive.  To  show  how  greatly  this 
form  of  intimidation  had  spread  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  tell  the  House  that  the 
heads  of  some  of  the  most  powerful 
banks  in  the  country  had  hesitated  to 
support  resolutions  of  loyalty  because 
they  feared  to  imperil  the  money  of  their 
shajeholders,  having  the  example  of  the 
run  upon  the  Bank  of  Ireland  before 
their  eyes.  No  one  could  have  any 
conception  of  the  state  of  things  unless 
it  came  home  to  him.  The  matter  was 
not  confined  to  the  banks,  for  they  could 
not  place  their  cattle  on  board  ship, 
they  could  not  drive  them  to  market  or 
|>erform  any  of  the  functions  of  honest 
industry  without  running  the  risk  of 
being  ruined  or  of  bringing  ruin  to 
those  witii  whom  they  were  dealing. 
No  time  should  be  lost  by  the  tioTern- 
ment  in  putting  down  such  a  state  of 
things.  They  could  def^  the  world  in 
arms ;  but  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
defy  the  murder  and  burning  which 
went  on  throughout  the  country.  Never 
was  there  a  time  more  favourable  for 
bringing  back  the  people  to  a  condition 
in  which  they  would  respect  the  law. 
He  had  been  perfectly  astounded  at  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  corruption  bad 
spread.  This  was  no  time  for  tampering 
with  the  solid  resistance  to  law  which 
existed  in  Ireland.  Where  an  example 
could  be  made  without  harshness  let  it 
be  made.  If  a  municipality  showed 
that  it  was  determined  in  its  resistance 
to  authority  then  take  from  it  the  charge 
which  it  did  not  deserve  to  have.  With 
regard  to  one  question  which  had  been 
brought  up — namely,  that  of  a  Boyal 
residence  m  Ireland — he  warned  them 
that  it  would  become  a  centre  for  all  in- 
trigues ;  but  let  the  Constitutional 
Sovereign  pass  through  her  territories 
freely,  unbidden,  and  spontaneously, 
and  he  was  prepared  to  assert  that  Her 
Majesty  would  meet  with  a  reception  as 
warm  and  as  hearty  as  any  she  had  ever 
leceired  in  any  part  of  her  dominioiui. 

Zord  WavtMif 


Ho  stood  by  the  side  of  their  Boyal 
Highnesses  when  they  visited  Ireland, 
and  was  able  to  speak  of  the  absolute 
sincerity  of  the  reoeptioa  they  received. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Office  of 
Lord  Lieutenant,  above  all  others,  should 
be  outside  Party  politics.  No  doubt  be 
should  be  a  man  in  whom  both  Parties 
had  confidence ;  but  they  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  this  particular  in  other  diree- 
tions,  and  would  find  none  with  regard 
to  Ireland.  In  conclusion,  he  begeed 
to  move  the  Besolution  of  which  he  had. 
given  Notice. 

Moved,  "  That  tho  liEni«terial  plan  for  govem- 
mant  of  Ireland  be  introdoced  forthwith,  and 
take  precedence  of  all  pnbHc  bnaineM  up  to 
report."— (TA^  lord  Waviney.) 

The  Mahqxtbss  of  SALISBURY:  My 
Lords,  I  suppose  that  the  noble  Lord 
does  not  propose  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  the  Motion  which  he  baa 
made,  but  rather  regards  it  as  the  tex.t 
of  the  interesting  speech  to  which  we 
have  just  listened,  because  the  Motion 
itself  is  hardly  applicable  to  the  state  of 
Business  in  this  House.   It  asks — 

"  That  the  Ministerial  plan  for  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  be  introduoisd  forthwith,  and 
take  preoedence  of  all  puhlio  buaisess  up  to 
report." 

If  the  Ministerial  plan,  as  the  noble  Lord 
says,  is  introduced  into  this  House,  I  do 
not  imagine  that  there  will  be  anything' 
in  the  way  of  our  ordinary  Business 

which  would  make  it  impossible  to  go  on 
with  it.  I  think  that  this  Motion  rather 
looks  like  as  if  it  were  intended  for  the 
other  House,  and  I  am  afraid  that  a  Oon> 
stitutional  objection  might  be  taken  to 
it  from  that  point  of  view.  But  the  mat- 
ter to  which  the  noble  Iiord  has  referred 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  gravest  that 
can  occupy  us  at  any  time,  and  I  do  not 
difi'er  very  much  from  many  of  the  criti- 
cisms which  have  fallen  from  him.  It 
is  undoubtedly  true  that  in  addition  to 
the  positive  and  actual  evils  with  whidi 
we  have  to  deal — and  they  are  very  great 
indeed — we  have  also  to  deal  with  an  ex- 
cited state  of  public  opinion  in  Ireland, 
and,  perhaps,  to  some  degree  in  this 
country,  which  I  hardly  need  say  enor- 
mously ag^avates  the  task  of  those 
charged  with  the  maintenance  of  public 
order  and  the  preservation  of  peace,  and 
increases  tenfold  the  difficulties  that  lie 
before  us.  If  it  had  not  been  ibr  the 
excited  state  of  public  feeling  I  cannot 
imagine  how  such  an  interpretation  of, 
9sA  oommfiataxynpon,  oar  int«iiitkni%  m 
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appears  to  hare  affected  the  minds  of  the 
noble  Lord  and  many  others,  could  have 
come  into  circulation.  We  are  unfortu- 
nately in  theoondition  which  wasspoken  of 
bya  great  American  President — "We  are 
changing  horses  at  the  moment  of  cross- 
ing ^e  stream."  We  thought  it  essen- 
tial that  the  Minister  who  would  have 
the  conduct  of  any  propositions  which 
ve  might  make  to  Faniament  should 
satisfy  us  and  himself  thorough^  on 
certain  points  by  conference  with  the 
authorities  in  Ireland  before  we  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament  steps  which  we 
proposed  to  take  for  remedying  the  great 
evils  upon  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
dwelt.  But  to  found  upon  that  neces- 
sary act  of  circumspection  the  imputa- 
tion that  we  had  the  intention  of  in- 
definitely delaying  any  explanation  of 
oar  policy,  or  any  action  of  the  kind,  is  so 
exaggerated  an  interpretation  that  I  can 
only  attribute  it  to  this  very  excited  ttate 
of  public  opinion  which  conj  ures  up  dan- 
gers greater  than  those  by  which  the 
community  is  actually  surrounded.  I 
imagine  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
Buoh  a  hasty  Motion  as  this.  I  appre- 
hend that  we  shall  be  rery  shortly  in  a 
position  to  make  an  announcement  to 
Parliament ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  be  able 
to  explain — it  may  be  in  a  day  or  two— 
the  steps  which  we  think,  at  all  events, 
will  do  much  to  remedy  this  terrible  and 
scandalous  state  of  things.  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  delayed  more  than  24  or  4  8  hours  ; 
and  I  hope,  at  all  events,  the  noble  Lord 
will  acknowledge  that  in  taking  steps 
to  perfect  what  we  proposed,  and  to  be 
fully  armed— which,  in  dealing  with 
Parliament,  where  everything  is  care- 
fully questioned,  is  not  least  necessary — 
with  all  the  facts  by  which  our  (pinion 
ie  supported,  we  have  not  outstepped 
that  Constitutional  prudence  which  it 
behoves  every  QoTemment  to  observe  in 
a  conjuncture  so  grave  as  this,  and  which 
is  in  no  way  inconmstent  with  the  re- 
solntioB  firmly  and  promptly  to  meet  the 
evils  which  we  are  responsible  for  meet- 
ing. 

The  Eari.  of  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  think  the  noble  Marquess  has 
somewhat  misunderstood  the  criticisms 
which  have  been  passed  on  the  proceed- 
ings of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  It 
is  not  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  somewhat  vague,  or  that 
they  are  to  be  blamed  for  the  appoint- 
meat  <rf  a  new  Ghief  Secretary ;  but  the 


fault  we  find  with  them  is  that  the^, 
having  been  in  OiEce  for  some  six 
months,  and  having  had  all  the  oppor- 
tunities of  forming  opiuionB  as  to  the 
policy  which  should  be  pursued,  have 
suffered  Parliament  to  come  together, 
and  have  informed  us  that  they  have  not 
made  up  their  minds  as  to  the  course 
they  would  pursue.  And  whilst  I  am 
glad  to  leam  from  the  noble  Marquess 
Uiat  a  very  ahort  time  is  likely  to  elapse 
before  they  make  known  their  policy,  I 
own  I  am  lost  in  astonishment  at  the 
mode  in  which  that  resolution  as  to 
policy  is  approached  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  because  it  appears  now  that 
after  we  have  been  informed  tliat  they 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  wait  until 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  time  fully  to 
examine  the  state  of  affairs  in  Ireland, 
in  point  of  fact,  after  48  hours,  or  even 
24  hours*  residence  in  Ireland,  he  is  to 
be  suddenly  endued,  by  a  kind  of  second 
sight  I  suppose,  with  the  means  of  giving 
to  the  Government  that  advice  which 
they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain,  and 
enable  them  to  announce  a  policy  in 
what,  I  agree  with  the  noble  Marquess, 
is  one  of  the  gravest  conjunctures  which 
this  ooun^  has  found  itself  in  for  many 

fears.  When  that  policy  is  produced, 
am  sure,  such  is  the  keen  sense  on  all 
sides  of  the  difficulties  of  the  situation, 
it  will  be  fairly  and  I  hope  justly  judged ; 
but  I  cannot  say  that  we  shall  come  to 
it  with  an  anticipation  of  a  satisfactory 
policy  being  announced,  so  far  as  we 
can  judge  from  the  singular  and  most 
unsatisfactory  mode  of  preparation  for 
that  policy  which  the  noble  Marquess 
has  just  announced. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  Hooae)  witk- 

drawn. 

IRBI.AKD  (EE^ECTOBAL  STATISTICS). 
UOTIOn  POB  A  BXTURN. 

Moved  for  Eeturn — ■ 

1.  Of  the  number  of  regutered  electors  in 
each  coanty,  city,  and  borough,  or  divirioa  of  a 
connty,  city,  or  boroug;h,  in  Ireland  returning  . 
members  to  Parliament ; 

2.  Of  the  number  of  electors  who  voted  In 
each  of  the  above  at  the  late  general  election ; 

3.  Of  the  number  of  electors,  voting  in  each 
of  the  above  at  the  late  general  election,  who 
declared  themselves  illiterate. — {Tht  £ta-l  of 
Limtriek.) 

LoBD  DE  BOS  said.  Returns  1  and 
2  could  be  granted.  There  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  supplying  them ;  and  as 
to  the  third,  the  Sneriffis  must  be  referred 
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to  i  but,  no  doubt,  no  difficulty  would  be 
met  vith  in  obtaining  it  alio. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bsttim  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 

House. 

QREECE-COIXECnVE  NOTE  OF  THE 
ETTHOPEAN  POWETIS— QUESTION. 

The  Earl  OF  LIMERICK:  Before  the 
House  adjourns  I  wish  to  put  a  Question 
to  tho  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  It  is  a 
Question  dealing  with  the  reports  which 
have  appeared  in  the  evening  news- 
papers as  regards  Greece.  Tho  state- 
ment is  that  some  despatch  or  communi- 
cation has  been  made  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  that  Power.  Terbaps 
the  noble  Marquess  is  in  a  position  to 
state  whether  there  is  any  truth  in  tho 
paragraph  ? 

The  Maequess  of  SALISBUEY  :  My 
Lords,  there  has  been  no  isolated  action, 
on  the  part  of  Her  Uajesty 'b  Qovemment 
with  regard  to  Greece ;  but  six  Powers 
— Hussio,  Austria,  Germany,  France, 
Italy,  and  England — have,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
presented  a  OoUectivo  Note  to  the  Greek 
Government  intimating  to  them  that,  in 
the  absence  of  any  just  cause  for  war 
between  Greece  and  Turkey,  any  naval 
attack  on  Turkey  will  not  be  permitted. 

LAND  EEOrsntY  BILL. 

A  Bill  to  make  temporary  provision  for  tlie 
conduct  of  tho  buaincsa  of  the  oilico  of  Land 
EegUtry— "Was  prumted  by  Thn  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ;  read  1* ;  to  be  printed;  and  to  be  read 
2»  To-tMrnw;  andStandiag  OrdarNo.XZXV. 
to  be  considered  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 
with.    (No.  7.) 

House  adjourned  at  Seven  o'clock, 
Ull  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  OOMUONS, 
Monday,  2Bih  JaHmrjf,  1686. 


Several  other  Members  took  and  sub* 
scribed  the  Oath. 

MINUTES.]  —  Sblbct  Committeb  —  Public 
Petitions,  appointed  and  nominated. 

Public  Bills  —  Ordered  —  First  Reading  — 
Lunacy  (Vacating  of  Seats)  •  [85] ;  Sporting 
Lands  Eating  (Scotland)  •  [86]  ;  Merchant 
Shipping  Act  (18S4)  Amendment  *  [67] ;  Sale 

Zordde  So9 


of  Intoxicating  liquors  on  Sunday  (Corn- 
wall) *  [88]  ;  Private  Lunatic  Asylums  (Ire- 
land) *  [^9] ;  Access  to  Mountains  (ScoUand)  * 

^itMnm—iSiwnghmBa*  [66]. 

QUESTIONS, 


THE  SUEZ  CAKAl. 

Sir  CnAHLES  AV.  DILKE  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  he  can  inform  the  House  what 
is  tho  present  position  of  the  question 
pending  between  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment and  the  Suez  Canal  Company,  as 
to  the  C9nscnt  of  Egypt  to  the  widening 
of  the  Canal  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bottbke)  :  The  Suez  Canal 
Company  having  applied  to  the  Egyptian 
Government  for  their  consent  to  an  si- 
tuation of  their  Statutes  in  connection 
with  ibe  loan  of  £4,000,000  vhich  they 
wisb  to  contract  for  the  purposes  of  the 
new  works  of  inxprovoment,  the  Egyptian 
Gh>vernment  have  refused,  on  the  ground 
that  the  project  involves  the  widening 
of  the  Canal  beyond  the  dimensions 
authorized  by  the  original  concession, 
and  that  the  consent  of  the  Khedive 
must  be  obtained  to  this  feature  of  the 
plan.  The  Company  bold  that,  as  the 
works  are  to  be  executed  within  the  limits 
of  the  land  belonging  to  them,  there  is 
no  legal  or  equitable  ground  for  this 
contention.  Her  liajesty'a  Qovemmeot 
has  taken  the  advice  of  certain  legal 
persons  in  respect  to  it,  and  Papers  are 
now  before  vxo  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown. 

Mb.  SUTHERLAND :  With  reference 
to  the  reply  now  made,  1  would  be  glad 
if  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  would  state 

whether  he  is  aware  that,  so  far  from  the 
Suez  Canal  Company  requiring  addi- 
tional territory  for  the  purpose  of  exca- 
vating, or  rather  enlarging,  the  present 
channel  of  the  Suez  Canal,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  fact  that  the  Canal  at  present 
covers  the  ground  which  is  now  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  enlargement, 
and  all  that  ifi  necessary  is  that  a  further 
excavation  be  made  in  the  space  already 
covered  by  the  water  of  the  Canal  7 

Mb.  BOURKE  :  In  a  matter  of  fact 
of  this  kind,  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend, 
I  should  not  like  to  give  a  deBnite  answer 
which  would  be  taken  as  official ;  but  I 
know  my  hon.  Friend  is  so  very  weU 
acquainted  ofi^ially  with  .  evezything 
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connected  with  this  question,  and  also 
irith  the  details  of  the  construction  of 
the  Suez  Oanal,  that,  in  aU  probabiUtj, 
the  assertion  he  has  made  is  aoourate. 

ARMY  (DISOTPLINE)— DISORDERS  IK 
BELFAST  BARRACKS. 

Mb.  EWART  asked,  Whether  the 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  QoTemment 
has  been  called  to  recent  disorders  in 
Belfast  Barracks,  in  which  a  girl  was 
maltreated,  and  a  man  unfortunately 
lost  his  life;  and,  whether  any  military 
investigation  has  taken  place,  or  wilt  be 
instituted,  in  respect  to  the  same? 

Thb  financial  seoretaey, 
war  department  (mr.  h.  s. 

NoBTncoTE) ;  Attention  has  been  called 
to  certain  disgraceful  tranaactions  which 
took  place  at  Belfast  Barracks  during 
the  New  Year  festivities  of  a  Highland 
battalion.  The  sergeant  who  maltreated 
a  girl  has  been  remitted  for  trial  by  the 
Givil  power.  The  assailants  of  the  sol- 
dier who  lost  his  life  hare  not  yet  been 
identified.  A  military  investigation  by 
the  Staff  officers  sent  specially  from 
Dublin  has  taken  place,  and  the  matter 
is  still  engaging  the  most  serious  atten- 
tion of  the  military  authorities. 

POST  OFFICE-PARCEL  POST. 

Me.  HEATON  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  "What  impediment  delays  the 
connection  of  the  English  parcel  post 
with  the  system  in  operation  in  France 
and  Italy,  in  the  same  manner  as  has 
recently  beoi  done  in  Germany  and 
Belgium ;  and,  when  there  is  a  possibi- 
lity of  the  impediment  being  overcome  ? 

Thb  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Lord  JoBN  Manners)  :  There  has  been 
no  delay,  so  far  as  this  Department  is 
concerned,  in  pursuing  the  negotiations 
with  the  French  and  Italian  Post  Offices 
for  the  establishment  of  a  parcel  post 
with  this  country.  An  agreement  on 
the  main  points  has  been  arrived  at; 
and  I  hope  to  be  in  a  position  shortly  to 
pot  the  whole  scheme  before  the  Trea- 
Buiy.  It  is  understood  Uiat  legislative 
sanction  will  have  to  be  obtained  both 
in  France  and  Italy  to  what  is  pro- 
posed. 

FISHSBIES  (SOOTLAND)— PRIVATE 
PIEBS— PIER  DUES. 

ICb.  UAOFABLANE  ashed  the  Lord 
AdTOoate,  U  his  attention  has  been  called 
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to  an  action  brought  by  Sir  John  Orde, 
baronet,  before  the  Sheriffs'  Court  at 
Lochgilphead,  against  a  number  of  fish- 
ermen, to  recover  certain  dues  for  the 
use  of  a  pier ;  if  he  can  say  under  what 
Act  of  Parliament,  or  other  sufficient 
authority,  the  said  quay  was  erected ;  if 
the  quay  is  erected  upon  public  or  pri- 
vate property ;  and,  if  upon  public  pro- 
perty, if  he  will  take  steps  to  allow  of 
the  free  use  of  it  by  the  fishermen,  or 
cause  its  removal,  so  as  to  leave  the  fore- 
shore  free  ? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Mac 
sonaxd)  :  The  actions  which  took  place 
some  little  time  ago  were  not  brought 
to  my  notice  until  I  saw  the  Question 
of  the  hon.  Member  on  the  Paper. 
Actions  were  raised  for  dues  at  a  pier 
called  Kilmorey  Pier,  which  was  erected 
in  1813  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Kilmorey, 
who  was  an  ancestor  of  Sir  John  Orde. 
From  that  time  forward  dues  have  been 
paid  for  the  pier,  amounting  in  the  case 
of  fishermen  to  the  sum  of  5^.  per  boat 
for  the  use  of  the  pier  during  the  year. 
The  pier,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  waa 
not  erected  under  any  Act  of  Farliaiaent. 
It  was  erected  as  a  private  enterprize,  in 
a  similar  manner  to  many  such  piers 
in  that  part  of  Scotland.  It  is  erected 
partW  on  private  property  belonging  to 
Sir  John  Orde,  and  he  appears  on  the 
valuation  roU  as  the  proprietor  of  the 
pier,  and  is  rated  upon  it.  The  pier 
cannot  be  used  without  the  nse  of  pri- 
vate property.  I  have  no  power  to 
order  its  removal.  I  am  satisfied  that 
it  is  for  the  convenience  of  the  fisher- 
men, and  I  am  not  prepared  to  take  any 
steps  with  regard  to  it. 

Mb.  MAOFARLANE  asked  if  the 
House  was  to  understand  that  it  was 
the  law  of  Scotland  that  the  owner  of  a 
pier  erected  partly  upon  his  private  pro- 
perty and  partly  upon  pubuo  property 
could  levy  dues  irom  fishenuea  and 
others  using  it? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Mao- 
donald)  :  I  believe  it  to  be  the  law  of 
Scotland  that  whrai  a  pier  has  existed 
for  so  long  a  period  as  from  1813  to  the 
present  time,  without  objection  on  the 
part  of  anybody,  the  proprietor  cannot 
be  by  the  Crown  turned  off  and  the  pier 
taken  down.  Any  person  is  entitled  to 
raise  the  question  of  law  ;  but  I  am 
satisfied  it  would  not  be  wise  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown  to  raise  any  sodi 
question. 
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SJ3A    AND    COAST    FISUERIES.  (IRE- 
LAND)—TRAWLING  IN  GALWAY 
BAY. 

CuLONEL  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretaiy  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  If  he  can  ascertain,  through 
the  Constabulary  or  otherwise,  if  ti^e 
great  majority  of  the  fishermen  and  the 
inhabitants  residing  near  Galway  Bay 
would  desire  that  trawling  ehould  be 
prohibited  in  the  wholo  or  part  of  the 
Bay,  as  it  was  formerly  in  Galway  Bay 
and  now  is  in  Dubliu  Bay  ;  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  Keport  of 
Lord  Dalhousie's  Trawling  Commission 
of  last  year,  and  if  he  is  aware  that  this 
Keport  in  general  terms  coincides  witli 
the  views  of  the  Galway  fishermen,  that 
trawling  may  be  often  hurtful  in  bays 
to  other  kinds  of  fishing;  and,  if  he 
will  endeavour  to  give  effect  to  the 
wishes  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
fisbermen,  if  their  opinions  are  found  to 
agree  with  the  latest  and  best  sdentiBc 
evidence  procorable? 

8ia  WILLIAM  HAET  DYKE  (who 
replied)  said  :  I  have  no  doubt  the  fact 
is  as  stated  in  the  first  paragraph  of  this 
Question.  From  a  Beport  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries, 
I  gather  that  in  the  course  which  they 
adopted,  after  due  inquiry  with  regard 
to  trawling  in  Galway  Bay,  there  is 
nothing  inconsistent  with  the  views  of 
the  Trawling  Commission  of  last  year, 
as  expressed  in  their  Iteport.  The  duty 
of  determining  such  matters  is  imposed 
by  an  Act  of  Parliament  on  the  In- 
spectors  of  Fisheries. 

POST  OFFICE- OVERHEAD  WIRES  — 
THE  BECENT  SNOWSTORM. 

Sib  HENBT  TYLEB  asked,  Whether 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  failures 

of  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  used 
overhead  in  the  Metropolis  during  the 
recent  snowstoi'm,  and  to  the  accidents 
which  have  been  occasioned  thereby ; 
whether  a  Beturn  of  these  failures  and 
these  accidents  will  be  prepared  and 
presented  to  the  House ;  and,  whether 
any  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  this 
constantly  increasing  danger  to  all  per- 
sons using  the  streets  of  the  Metro- 
polis ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Lord  John  Manhbbs)  :  My  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  failure  of  tele- 
graph wires  during  the  reoent  snow- 


storm ;  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
state,  in  reply  to  the  Question  of  the 
hon.  Member,  that  no  case  of  accident 
to  any  human  being  haa  been  caond 
by  the  wires  belonging  to  the  Post 
Office.  A  large  proportion  of  the  over- 
head wires  in  the  Metropolis  do  not 
belong  to  the  Post  Office  ;  and  the  De- 
partment has  no  means,  therefore,  of 
furnishing  the  Beturn  asked  for.  The 
policy  of  the  Post  Office  for  many  jeaw 
past  has  been  to  substitute  underground 
for  overhead  wires  in  London,  and  also 
in  other  large  citim,  wherever  the  extra 
expense  involved  could  be  justified;  and 
since  my  appointment  I  have  given  re- 
newed instructions  on  this  point.  I  may 
add  that  the  mileage  of  postal  telegraph 
wires  in  the  Metropolis  on  the  Slst  of 
December  was  9,832  miles,  of  which 
9,005  miles,  or  about  ll-12th8,  were 
underground  wires.  In  the  Eastern 
Central  and  Western  Central  postal  dis- 
tricts, which  comprise  the  half  of  the 
Metropolis,  there  were  only  44  miles  of 
overhead  wires  the  property  of  the  De- 
partment. As  the  House  is  aware,  s 
Select  Committee  was  appointed  last 
Session  to  consider  the  law  relatinj;  to 
the  control  over  telephone,  telegraph, 
and  other  wires,  and  made  a  Beport;  but 
it  has  not  been  considered  desirable  to 
take  action  in  the  direction  of  the  course 
recommended  in  that  Beport. 

IMPEOVBMENTOP  LAJTDED  PROPERTY 
(lEELAUD)-LEGISLATION. 

Me.  MABUM  asked  the.Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
introduce  Bills  to  consolidate  and  amend 
the  Acts  for  facilitating  the  improve- 
ment of  landed  property,  and  for  the 
drainage  and  improvement  of  lands  in 
Ireland,  especially  in  view  of  the  pre- 
sent depressed  condition  of  the  1abou^ 
ing  classes  in  Ireland  ? 

The  8E0BETAET  (Mr.  Jackson): 
Yes,  Sir ;  it  is  my  intention  to  move  on 
an  early  day  for  leave  to  introduce  Bills 
for  consolidating  and  amending  the  Acts 
referred  to. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (.SCOTLAND)-MR. 
11.  W.  RENTON,  PROCDilATOR  FISCAL 
OF  EAST  FIFE. 

Da.  CAMEBON  asked  the  Lord  Ad- 
Tooate,  Whether  Mr.  R.  W.  Benton,  Soli- 
citor, of  Oapar,  haa  been  appointed  Pro- 
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curator  Fiscal  of  the  Eastern  Dirision  of 
Fifeshire ;  and,  if  Bo,[it  he  would  please 
state  the  date  of  the  appointment  and 
the  salary  attached  to  the  office ;  and, 
■whether  Mr.  Benton's  oommission  con- 
tains  &nj  provision  restncting  him  from 
Migagiuf;  directly  or  indirectly  in  private 
practice  ? 

The  LOED  ADTOOATE  (Mr.  Mac- 
dohald):  ISx.  Benton  was  appointed 
hy  the  Sheriff  Procurator  i^soal  of 
Xifeshire.  That  appointment  has  not 
yet  been  confirmed.  The  salary  is  £600 
a-year,  and  the  Sheriff  did  not  in  his 
nomination  debar  Mr.  Benton  from  pri- 
vate practice. 

De.  CAMERON  gave  Notice  that  if 
Mr.  Benton's  appointment  was  con- 
firmed, he  should  call  attention  to  the 
conditions  when  his  salary  came  before 
the  Honae  in  Gommittee. 

GLEBE  LANDS  (IBELAND)-PUR- 
CHASERS  UNDER  THE  LAND 
ACT  OF  1869. 

Mb.  0*fiBI£N  ashed  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  Whether^  in  view  of  the 
distressed  condition  of  the  poorer  classes 
of  purchasers  by  right  of  pre-emption 
of  glebe  lands  in  Ireland,  owing  to  the 
largeness  of  the  purchase-price,  fixed  at 
a  time  of  exceptional  prosperity,'  and 
owing  to  the  heavy  depreciation  of  every 
description  of  stock  and  farm  produce 
in  recent  years,  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  their  relief  by  enabling  them 
to  obtains  loans  from  the  State  or  from 
the  Church  Temporalities  Commissioners 
of  the  fourth  part  of  the  purchase-money 
supplied  by  themselves  (which  was  in 
most  cases  raised  from  money-lenders 
at  exorbitant  rates  of  interest),  on  the 
same  reduced  terms  as  to  interest  that 
they  are  now  offered  under  the  23rd  sub- 
section of  the  Land  Purchase  Act,  with 
respect  to  the  three-fourths  advanced  by 
the  Commissioners  on  mortgage;  and, 
whether  the  benefit  of  the  23ra  section 
can  be  extended  to  purchasers  who  held 
short  terminable  leases  of  their  holdings, 
and  npon  whom  the  agricultural  depres- 
sitm  has  told  with  equal  severity  ? 

Thb  SECEETAKY  (Mr.  Jackson): 
In  reply  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
Question,  I  have  to  say  that  the  question 
how  far  the  terms  allowed  to  purchasers 
of  church  lands  under  the  Act  of  1869 
eoold  be  modified  was  most  carefully 
considered  by  the  GDvemment  when  the 
Foichase  Act  of  last  Session  was  under 
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disoussion ;  and  it  was  decided  that  no 
change  in  these  terms  could  be  justified, 
except  that  embodied  in  the  23rd  section 
of  the  Act  of  1885.  The  Government 
see  no  reason  to  modify  this  conclusion, 
and  are  not  prepared  to  propose  the 
legislation  which  would  be  required  to 
carry  out  the  hon.  Member's  present 
suggestion.  With  regard  to  the  second 
paragraph,  the  23rd  section  of  fhe  Act 
of  1885  extends  to — 

"Any  land  which  is  held  immediately  from 
or  under  the  Commisuonera  by  virtue  of  any 
lease  or  teoaDcy," 

and  this  would  seem  to  cover  snch  cases 
as  those  now  referred  to. 

TRADE   AND  COMMEEIOE— BOUNTIES 
TO  ITALIAN  8UIFPINO. 

Me.  TOMLINSON  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemment  have  any  infor- 
mation with  respect  to  an  Act  lately 
passed  by  the  Parliament  of  Italy  giving 
a  bounty  to  Italian  ships;  and,  whether 
they  have  any  objection  to  lay  on  the 
Table  a  Copy  of  the  Act  with  a  transla- 
tion? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.E.  Stahhope)  : 
Yes,  Sir ;  we  have  received  a  copy  of  the 
Act  recently  passed  in  Italy  giving  boun- 
ties to  Italian  shipping,  and  if  my  hon. 
Friend  will  move  for  it  a  translation 
of  it  shall  be  published.  It  may  pro- 
bably not  be  necessary  to  circulate  the 
Italian  version  also. 

TARIFF  AND  CUSTOMS  ACT,  1876- 
FORFEITUEES. 

Me.  KING  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Section  179  of  "The  Tariff 
and  Customs  Act,  1676,"  by  providing 
that— 

"  Every  person  who  shall  be  found  to  have 
been  on  board  any  ahip  or  hoat  liable  to  for- 
feitare  ehall  forfeit  a  sum  not  ezceedior  one 
handted  poimda,  and  may  be  taken  before  a 
justice  to  be  dealt  with," 

by  its  terms  exposes  innocent  persons  to 
conviction,  the  Government  wiU  consent, 
at  an  early  day,  to  repeal  or  revise  that 

section  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EXOHE- 
QUEB,  in  reply,  said,  his  attention  bad 
been  called  to  that  matter  by  the  Ques- 
tion, and  he  certainly  was  of  opinion 
that  the  law  as  it  stood  at  present  could 
not  be  defended.   He  wotud  communi- 
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cate  with  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
on  the  subject,  to  soe  what  amendment 
should  be  made  in  the  law. 

TUEKEY  — TREATMENT  OF 
CHRISTIANS. 

Me.  BRTCE  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  fen:  F(»reign  Affairs,  Whe- 
ther the  attention  of  Her  Majeety's 
GoTemmeot  tas  been  ctdled  to  reports 
which  have  recently  appeared  in  the 
newspapers,  of  acts  of  roligioua  op- 
pression practised  by  the  Turkisli  autho- 
rities upon  ChriBtian  subjects  of  the 
Sultan,  in  violation  of  the  engagements 
repeatedly  contracted  by  the  Sultan's 
Government  for  the  securing  of  religious 
liberty  within  his  dominions ;  and,  whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  Government  will  in- 
quire into  the  facts ;  and,  if  satisfied  of 
their  existence,  remonstrate  with  the 
Turkish  Government  upon  the  subject? 

The  UNDEE  SECRETAKY  of  STATE 
(Mr.  Bovsee)  :  The  rumours  in  queslion 
have  not  escaped  the  attention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's  Government,  and  are  at  the  pre- 
sent time  the  subject  ot  inciuiry  by  Her 
Majesty's  Bepresentative  at  Constanti- 
nople, in  communication  with  the  branch 
of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  in  that  city. 
I  may  mention  that  of  the  16  persons 
who  were  stated  by  the  Evangelical 
Alliance  to  have  disappeared,  and  were 
supposed  to  have  been  imprisoned,  some 
have  now  been  discovered  to  bo  at  largo. 
When  the  facta  have  been  thoroughly 
investigated,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  be  ready  to  make  representations  to 
the  Porto  lis  to  any  departure  by  the 
Turkish  of&ctals  from  the  principles  of 
the  Hatt-i-Houmayoun  of  which  there 
may  be  sufficient  evidence. 

ARMY— RICHMOND  BARRACKS, 
DUBLIN. 

SiE  JAMES  FEUGUSSON  asked, 
Whether  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  insanitary  state  of  Richmond  Bar- 
racks, Dublin  ;  and,  whether  any  Special 
Reports  have  been  made  upon  the 
drainage  and  other  circumstances  of  the 
Barracks;  and,  in  that  case,  whether 
any  early  steps  will  be  taken  to  remedy 
the  defects  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY, 
WAS  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  H.  S. 
NoBrmxjTE) :  The  attention  of  the  War 
Department  has  been  drawn  to  the  in- 
sanitary state  of  Eiohmond  Barracks, 
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Dublin ;  but  their  unhealthiness  is  be- 
lieved to  be  attributable  rather  to  the 
condition  of  the  neighbourhood  gene- 
rally than  to  any  special  defects  in  the 
drainage  or  ventilation  of  the  barracks 
themselves.  It  is  under  consideration 
whether  any  steps  can  be  taken  to  im- 
prove the  sanitary  condition  of  Richmond 
Barracks. 

MADAGASCAR  —  TREATY  WITH 
PRANCE. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  Stato  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  he  can  communicate  to  the 
House  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  alleged 
to  have  been  made  between  the  Queen 
of  Madagascar  and  the  French  Republic ; 
and,  if  he  is  aware  if  freedom  of  worship 
for  the  native  Christians  is  secured 
thereby  ? 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  aaid,  he 
had  given  Notice  of  a  Question  on  this 
subject  whicb  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  be  able  to  answer  now. 

TheUNDERSEORETABYopSTATE 
(Mr.  Bottrre)  :  We  are  not  in  possession 
of  the  precise  terms  of  the  Treaty.  T7ntU 
the  text  of  the  French  Treaty  has  been 
received,  I  am  unable  to  state  whether 
its  provisions  are  inconsistent  with  tbe 
Treaty  rights  of  Great  Britain.  As  to 
the  Consul,  a  new  Consul  has  just  been 
appointed,  but  has  not  left  for  Mada- 
gascar. Meanwhile,  there  is  an  Acting 
Consul  at  Tamatave,  a  paid  Yice  Consul 
at  tho  capital,  Antananarivo,  and  unpaid 
Vice  Consuls  at  various  points  on  the 
coast. 

CEIMB  AND  OUTRAGE  aEELAND)— 
ALLEGED  CRUELTY  TO  A  "  BOY- 
COTTED" WOMAN. 

Mr.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  asked, 
Whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  on  the 
occasion  of  a  deputation  to  Lord  Salis- 
bury, that  a  boycotted  woman  in  Ire* 
land  was  held  down  by  her  neighbours, 
while  a  dog  gnawed  her  legs;  and,  if 
true,  whether  any  persons  have  been 
arrested  for  the  outrage  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HART  DYKE  :  I 
will  answer  this  Question,  at  the  re- 
quest of  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith).  The  statement  in  question 
appears  to  bs  based  upon  the  following' 
evidence  wbioh  was  given  by  a  '*  Boy- 
cotted" man  named  Donoghue,  in  a 
case  of  assault  upon  his  wife  and  child 
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by  a  neighbonr  named  Mrs.  SoUiTan. 
The  case  occurred  in  the  Hill  Street 
district  in  County  Cork — 

"  Heard  Mrs.  Sullivan  call  the  names.  I  left 
my  spade  and  came  down.  Saw  my  vife  down, 
Un.  tjoUiTas's  eon  holding  her,  and  she  fisting 
her  with  a  stone,  tsaw  the  dog  tearing  my 
wife'ii  legs.  The  dog  ran  away.  Sly  wife 
lifeless  against  the  ditch.  Went  to  the  police. 
Had  to  call  in  l)r.  Leadn.  He  has  been  at- 
tending my  wife  and  son.  She  has  not  beai 
able  to  wal^  since." 

Mrs.  Donoghue  swore  that  "the  dog 
was  set  at  her."  The  magistrates  im- 
posed a  sentence  of  two  months'  impri- 
eonment  on  Mra.  Sulliran  for  each  as- 
fiaalt. 

Mb.  HEALY:  Might  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether,  as  a  matter  of 
£ut,  this  case,  which  was  one  of  assault 
arising  out  of  a  dispute  between  two 
women,  was  not  amicably  nettled  out  of 
Gourt  and  the  sentence  of  two  monthe' 
impiisonment  withdrawn  ? 

S»  WILLIAM  HABT  I)Y£E  said, 
that  he  must  ask  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  to  give  Notice  of  his  Question. 

Mr.  HEALY  gave  Notice  that  he 
would  repeat  his  Queetion  on  an  early 
day. 

NAVT-SHIPBUILMNa  ON  THE  TYNE. 

Me.  BEOADHUEST  asted  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Whether  his 
ittention  }uu  been  called  to  the  delay  in 
tile  building  of  tiie  naval  vessels  now  in 
the  course  of  construction  on  the  Tyno  \ 
and,  whether  this  delay  is  is  oonsequence 
of  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  tlie  firms 
introsted  with  the  work,  to  enforce  a  re- 
daction of  wages  to  a  less  rate  than  that 
which  was  paid  at  the  timo  the  estimates 
were  made  and  the  contracts  entered 
into  for  the  building  of  these  vessels  ? 

The  rmST  LOED  (Lord  Geohge 
Hamilton)  :  I  am  informed  that  there 
has  been  a  difference  between  certain 
ahip1>aildeTB  on  the  Tyne  and  some  of 
the  men  whom  they  employ ;  but  I  do  not 
kaov  the  exact  cause  of  the  dispute. 
The  ships  now  bnilding  on  the  Tyne  for 
the  Admiralty  are,  so  far  as  their  con- 
atmotita  is  concerned,  in  advance  of  the 
Eitimate  made  last  year  of  their  pro- 
bable progress ;  and,  in  all  probability, 
a  Supplementary  Yote  viU  be  required 
to  provide  funds  for  the  payments  the 
contractors  can  claim  over  the  provision 
mads  in  the  EstimatM  of  the  present 
fiosBdaljear. 


ExtcuUmu,  ai4 

BITRMAH— THE  BRITISH  AUTHORITIES 
— MILITABYEXECUTIONS-THE  PRO- 
VOST MARSHAL. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India^  Whether, 
since  the  Annexation  of  Upper  Burmah, 
the  control  of  affairs  is  under  the  Chief 
Commissioner  and  the  Military  authori* 
ties  are  amenable  to  his  orders  in  regard 
to  the  treatment  of  the  Burmese ;  and, 
whether  they  exercise  any  uncontrolled 
power  of  life  and  death  under  aity  sort 
of  Martial  Law  ? 

Me.  OSBOENE  MOEGAN  asked, 
whether  the  prisoners  stated  to  have 
been  shot  by  order  of  the  Provost.Mar- 
shal  at  Maudalay  were  subjected  to  any 
form  of  trial ;  and,  if  so,  bow  and  for 
what  offences,  and  under  what  law,  if 
any,  were  they  tried  ? 

Tub  SEORETAEY  of  STATE  (Lord 
EAHDOLrn  CnaficinLL) :  I  imagine  that 
part  of  the  Question  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  is  of  a  highly 
teehnioal  and  legal  nature,  and  as  such 
he  will  hardly  expect  me  to  answer  it 
without  Notice.  I  can,  however,  give 
the  House  a  good  deal  of  information  in 
answer  to  the  Question  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  George  Campbell)  has 
placed  upon  the  Paper,  and,  perhaps, 
will  also  to  some  extent  answer  the 
Questions  put  to  me  the  other  day  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr. 
Cameron).  With  regard  to  the  Ques- 
tion on  the  Paper,  the  Viceroy  informs 
me  that  the  original  instructions  to 
General  Prendergast,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Expedition,  and  therefore 
re^nsible  for  everything  that  was  done 
while  the  military  operations  were  going 
on,  were  to  this  effect — that  he  and  Mr. 
Commissioner  Bernard  were  to  establish 
a  Civil  jurisdiction  as  soon  as  the  Mili- 
tary authorities  could  pacify  Uie  dis- 
turbed districts.  Mr.  Bernard  has  tele- 
graphed to  the  Viceroy — 

"  The  present  state  of  affairs  with  reference 
to  the  Civil  and  Alilitatr  jumdiction  is  as  fol- 
lows:—We  have  EngUsh  Civil  offioon  and 

S'lice  officers  in  command  in  each  of  the  fire 
Btricta  of  Slandalay,  Minhla,  Ningyan,  Fasan, 
and  Alyingyan.  These  officers  are  supported  by 
troops,  and  they  are  working  through  local 
Woons  and  Thagyis." 

Of  course,  in  these  diatricte  obvioiuly 
Civil  law  prevails — 

"  The  rest  of  the  country  is  nominally  do* 
minated  by  the  Burmese  Supreme  Council." 
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I  cannot  pTonounee  the  Native  name  for 
that  body. 

"  At  several  points,  however  —  Bhamo, 
Taking:,  Slwebo,  Ava,  Upper  Chindwin, 
Lower  Chmdwin,  and  Myodaong  —  we  have 
military  detachmeDta  ttationed,  with  Civil  offi- 
cers in  attendance.  At  present  the  country  is 
■till  nnder  military  occupation." 

Mr.  Bernard  goes  on  to  say  that — 

"  The  rebels  taken  in  arms  on  the  field  are 
liable  to  be  shot ;  no  ono  is  to  be  shot  or  pun- 
ished by  Civil  officers  otherwise  than  after  trial. 
In  districts  noDunally  under  the  Burmese 
Supreme  Council  aentcnces  of  death  cannot  he 
carried  out  by  Native  officials  otherwise  than 
on  the  responsibility  of,  and  after  trial  by,  the 
Civil  officers  who  may  be  nearest  the  aground. 
The  prisoners  punished  under  martial  law  by 
the  Invest  Marshal  or  any  of  the  officers  do 
not  come  under  the  Civil  officer's  cogniiience 
while  the  country  is  under  military  occupation. 
My  hope  is  that  in  a  few  weeks'  time  1  may  be 
in  a  pcmtion  to  post  Civil  officen,  only  hacked 
by  noopa,  in  the  remaining  diBtricto  of  the 
country." 

That  is  all  the  information  I  have  in  my 
possession  with  reference  to  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Baronet  on  the  Paper. 
With  regard  to  the  Questions  asked  me 
on  Friday,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the 
information  in  my  possession  is  far  from 
satisfactory.  The  Viceroy  telegraphs  to 
me  that  it  is  clear  that  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal has  proceeded  in  a  most  unjusti- 
fiable manner ;  at  any  rate,  m  one  case. 
That  alludes  to  the  case  where  evidence 
vas  sought  to  be  extorted  by  placing  a 
prisoner  apparently  under  the  fire  of 
soldiers.  The  Viceroy  says  be  has  tele- 
graphed to  General  Prendergast  direct- 
ing that  if  a  primd  faeit  case  is  made 
out  against  the  Provost  Marshal  on 
either  of  the  coimts  mentioned,  he  and 
other  officers  implicated  are  to  be  sus- 
pended from  their  functions,  and,  if 
proved  to  be  guilty,  to  be  visited  with 
the  severest  penalty.  Mr.  Bernard  tele- 
graphs from  Rangoon  to  the  Yiceroy 
that  he  is  still  investigating  or  asking 
for  information  at  Mandalay  as  to  the 
allegations  with  regard  to  the  Prorost 
Marshal  pbot^rapUng  prisoners  under 
execution,  mth  regard  to  the  second 
point,  Mr.  Bernard  says — 

**  It  is  tnie  that  the  Provost  Marshal  did 
place  a  man  suspected  of  treasonable  corree- 
pondonce  in  fear  of  instant  death,  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  give  inrormation  which  would 
have  criminated  two  members  of  the  Burmese 
Durbar.  On  hearing  of  this,  I  pointed  out  to 
the  Provost  Marshal  that  evidence  extorted  was 
TalndesB,  and  that  it  was  contnuy  to  all 
taw  "— 


[Orie*  of  "  Oh,  oh !  "  from  ihe  Smt 
jRuUrt  and  eriet  of  "Order!"] — I  am 
giving  the  House  the  best  information 
I  can — 

"  to  extort  evidrace  by  moral  torture.  I  re* 
quested  that  similar  proceedings  might  not 

recur." 

The  result  of  the  Viceroy's  telegrams 
would  undoubtedly  be  that  the  Provost 
Marshal  will  be  suspended,  and  the  cbseet 
and  most  rigorous  investigation  will  be 
made  into  the  officer's  conduct ;  and  if  it 
should  turn  out  that  he  had  so  disgraced 
the  Queen's  Army,  I  make  no  doubt 
whatsoerer  that,  in  the  Viceroy's  words, 
'  *  the  most  exemplary  punishment  wUl  be 
meted  out  to  him." 

Sm  GEOBGE  CAMPBELL  asked, 
whether  Burmese  resisting  the  conquest 
of  their  couotry  were  to  bo  treated  as 
rebels — to  be  treated  as  rebels  taken  in 
arms ;  and,  further,  whether,  in  case  of 
such  a  jurisdiction  being  exercised  by 
the  Military  authorities,  the  noble  Lord 
would  direct  some  record  of  these  trials 
to  bo  kept,  so  that  so-eallod  rebels 
should  not  be  shot  without  any  record  ? 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHtTRCHHiL: 
I  imagine  that  when  King  Theebaw  and 
the  Burmese  Army  surrendered  it  w&s 
held  by  the  Military  authorities  that 
regular  military  resistance  had  oome  to 
an  end.  The  Military  authorities  are 
occupied  now  in  putting  down  what  is 
called  dacoity,  which  is  another  word 
for  brigandage.  The  daooita  are  bands 
of  armed  mon,  who  did  not  attack  the 
British  troops,  but  who  attacked  the 
Burmese  villagers,  burnt  their  houses, 
and  plundered  the  towns.  As  long  as 
the  country  was  in  military  occupation 
the  daooits  would  be  tried  by  Martial 
Law  if  taken  in  the  field  and  red- 
handed  ;  but  in  districts  where  the  Eng- 
lish Civil  officer  has  troops  under  his 
command,  then  I  imagine  duioity  wiU 
be  put  down  by  the  Civil  officer's  Court, 
according  to  the  form  of  the  English 
law.  Records  will,  of  course,  be  kept 
of  all  proceedings  of  this  kind. 

8m  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  I  beg 
to  give  Notice  that  Z  shall  take  the  ear^ 
liest  opportunity  of  calling  attention  to 
this  very  important  question. 

Mr.  O'KELLT  asked,  whether  ordem 
had  been  given  to  stop  the  shooting  of 
prisoners  taken  in  arms  in  Burmahf 

Me.  CONTBEABE  :  The  noble  Lord, 
in  his  first  answer,  spoke  of  "  rebels," 
and  in  his  second  answer  he  e^ke  of 
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dsooits,  I  beg  to  ask  whether  dacoits 
and  rebels  are  synonymous  terms  ? 

LoED  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  believe  I  did  not  use  the  word  rebels. 
With  regard  to  the  Qaealion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Eoacommon  (Mr.  O'Kelly), 
Ur.  Bernard  telegraphs  to  ibe  Viceroy 
in  the  following  words  r — 

**OntaiiL  pretender  had  nued  viUnges  and 
uMBUitted  other  orimes.  He  was  captured  1^ 
BarmeM  officers,  and  Hot  to  Huidalay  for  trifu. 
The  pretender  admitted  the  truth  of  the  charges, 
bnt  said  he  was  not  aiming  at  the  Throne  of 
Uandalay,  bat  at  the  Throne  of  one  of  the  Shan 
StatM.  The  trial  was  conducted  by  the  Bur- 
Buse  Snpreme  Court,  and  the  prisoner  was 
sentenced  to  death ;  bnt  the  British  authorities 
had  pointed  out  that  if  execution  were  to  take 
place  they  must  have  evidence  themselves,  as 
the^  coQid  not  execute  on  the  strength  of  the 
decision  of  the  Bormese  Supreme  Court." 

It  was  fiirtber  pointed  out  that  if  the 
facta  of  tke  charges  were  proved,  the 
lifs  of  the  pretender  would  be  forfeited. 
Colonel  Sladen  liad  agreed  to  conduct 
further  (inquiry  personally.  I  have  not 
beard  the  result ;  but  I  will  make  fur- 
ther inquiry. 

Db.  CAMEBOK  asked,  would  the 
noble  Lord  consider  the  propriety  of 
laying  Papers  on.  the  Table  on  the  sub- 
ject? 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  will  lay  all  the  information  poseible  on 
the  Table,  and  as  quickly  as  possible. 

INDIA— THE   UNCOVENANTED  CIVIL 
SERVICE. 

Ur.  SEBJSAirr  SIMON  asked  the  Se- 
cretaiy  of  State  for  India,  Whether  any 
iteps  have  been  taken  to  remedy  the 
grievancoB  of  the  uncovenanted  Civil 
Servants  of  India,  as  set  forth  in  the 
Memorial  presented  by  them  to  the  In- 
dian Qoverament  two  years  ago  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Lord 
Eahdolph  Churchill),  in  reply,  said, 
he  had  not  eeen  any  Memorial  from  the 
Indian  police,  who,  he  understood,  were 
the  Civil  Servants  alluded  to.  If  those 
officers  had  grievances,  they  would  be 
included  in  the  Indian  Committee,  which 
he  wished  rery  much  to  see  appointed. 

SALE  OP  INTOXICATING  LIQUOfiS- 
LEGISLATION. 

Mb,  T.  WATSON  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  When  the  Oo- 
TOament  intend  to  introduce  their  mea- 
snres  dealing  with  the  Sale  of  Intoxicat- 
ing  Liquors  and  the  Licensing  system  ? 


Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,  any  proposals  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  to  make  for 
the  purpose  of  dealing  with  the  sale  of 
intoxicatiog  liquors  and  the  licensing 
system  will  be,  so  far  as  I  know,  em- 
bodied  in  the  County  Qovemment  Bill. 
I  do  not  think  I  can  give  any  further 
answer  than  that. 

SEED  SUPPLY  (IRELAND)  ACT- 
FOURTH    INSTALMENT   OP   RATE  — 

POSTPONEMENT  OF  PAYMENT. 

CoLoxEL  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If,  in  consideration  of  the  difficul- 
ties caused  by  the  agricultural  depres- 
sion, he  would  permit  such  unions  as 
might  apply  for  more  time  to  defer  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  and  last  iustal  - 
ment  of  the  Seed  Bate  for  another  twelve 
months  ? 

Sm  WILLIAM  HART  DYKE  (who 
replied)  said,  this  was  more  a  Question 
for  the  Treasury  than  for  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary. He  would  ask  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  to  postpone  it  for  a 
few  days. 

INDUSTRIES  AND  SALMON  FISHERIES 
(IRELAND)  — THE  SELECT  COMMIT. 
TEES-RE-APPOINTMENT. 

Mr.  sexton  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  with  regard  to  the 
recommendation  made  by  the  Select 
Committees  on  Irish  Industries  and  Irish 
Salmon  Fisheries  at  the  close  of  the  last 
Parliament,  Whether  the  Government 
intend  to  move  for  the  appointment  of 
Select  Committees  to  carry  on  and  con- 
clude the  inquiries  in  question  ? 

TheCHANCELLOE  op  thbEXOHE- 
QUER,  in  reply,  said,  the  Qovemment 
would  be  prepared  to  assent  to  a  Mo- 
tion for  the  re-appointment  of  these  Com- 
mittees. 

ENGLAND  AND  GREECE— COLLECTIVE 
NOTE  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  POWERS. 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  wish  to  put 
to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  AHairs  a  Question  of  which  I 
have  not  heen  able  to  give  him  Notice, 
but  which  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  an- 
swer. It  is,  Whether  the  telegrams 
which  appear  in  this  morning's  papers 
to  the  effect  that  a  communication  has 
been  addressed  by  Sir  Horace  Rumbold, 
our  Minister  at  Athens,  to  the  Gbeek 
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Prime  Minister,  on  behalf  of  Lord  Salis- 
bury, in  which  there  is  alleged  to  be 
contained  a  threat  in  regard  to  the  action 
of  the  British  Fleet,  are  correct  ?  Per- 
haps, also,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
triU  be  able  to  give  to  the  House  the 
terms  of  such  communication — if  any 
such  communication  has  been  made; 
and,  if  not,  perhaps  he  will  say  whether 
the  telegrams  are  substantially  accu- 
rate f 

ThbUNDEESEOEETAETofSTATE 
(Mr.BoiTBKE):  In  answer  to  the  Questidn 
of  therighthon.  Gentleman,  Ihave  to  state 
that,  at  the  instance  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  the  six  Great  Powers  pre- 
sented a  Collective  Note  to  Greece  yes- 
terday, intimating  that  a  naval  attack 
by  Greece  upon  the  Ottoman  Empire 
would  not  be  permitted.  No  answer  to 
that  Collective  Note  has  been  received 
by  Hor  Majesty's  Government. 

Ms.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  wish  to 
point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  has  not  answered  my  Question. 
The  telegrams  speak  of  a  special  com- 
munication presented  by  Sir  Horace 
Bumbold  on  behalf  of  England,  and  not 
of  a  GolleotiTe  Note  presented  by  the  six 
Powers.  I  Tish  to  know  whether  any 
such  special  oommunication  has  been 
made  oy  the  English  Minister;  and 
whether,  if  so,  it  contains  a  direct  threat 
that  the  British  Fleet  will  be  sent  to 
Athens  to  prevent  any  naval  movement 
on  the  part  of  Greece  ? 

Mr.  BOUEKE  :  I  am  sorry  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  give  me  Notice 
of  this  Oueation.  I  do  not  think  that, 
in  a  matter  of  this  importance,  I  should 
be  justified  in  stating  more  than  I  have 
done.  What  I  have  stated  is  perfectly 
accurate ;  and  it  contains  all  ue  infor- 
mation I  am  instructed  to  lay  before  the 
House  at  the  present  moment. 

Mb.  CHAMBEELAIN  :  I  beg  to  give 
Notice  that  I  will  repeat  my  Question 
to-morrow. 

PARUAUENT— BTTSINESS  OJt  THE 
HOTJSB-CONDITION  OP  IRELAND. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON:  I  wish 
to  ask  Kr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
a  Question  of  which  I  have  given  bim 
private  Notice — namely,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  contemplate  pro- 
ceeding de  die  in  diem  with  the  considera- 
tion of  the  New  Eules  of  Procedure ;  or 
whether  they  will  suspend  any  such  dis- 
cussions for  the  production  of  mea- 

Jfr.  Ohamb*rlam 


sures  dealing  with  the  condition  of  Ire- 
land ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  In  reply  to  my  noble  Friend,  I 
may  remind  him  that  when  I  stated  it 
was  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  ask  the  House  to  g^ve 
speeial  facilities  for  the  discussion  of  the 
New  Eules  of  Procedure,  I  added  that  it 
was  subject  to  the  intervention  of  any 
specially  urgent  or  important  Business. 
Any  legislative  proposals  in  regard  to 
Ireland  of  the  nature  referred  to  by  me 
on  Thursday  last,  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  might  think  it  their  doty 
to  make,  could  not  properly  be  delayed 
as  my  noble  Friend  seems  to  fancy. 

THE  ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABtJLART. 

LoED  CHARLES  BEEESFOED :  I 
wish  to  put  a  Question  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  of  which  I  have  given 
him  private  Notice,  having  regara  to 
rumours  which  have  been  lately  circu- 
lated as  to  the  future  control  of  the 
Police  Force  in  Ireland.  I  beg  to  ask, 
Whether  the  Government  will  give  an 
assurance  that  the  Boyal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary will  be  maintained  as  at  pre- 
sent constituted— an  Imperial  force? 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EXOHE- 
QUEE  :  In  reply  to  my  noble  Friend,  I 
really  cannot  understand  how  any  donbt 
could  have  arisen  as  to  the  attitude  or 
intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
on  this  subject.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland,  speaking  in  * '  another  place  " 
a  few  days  ago,  denounced  m  the 
strongest  terms  any  proposal  to  hand 
over  the  Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  to 
any  other  control  or  authority  than  that 
which  at  present  exists.  He  spoke  ou 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Govemmeoit, 
and  with  the  fall  concurrence  of  hia 
Colleagues. 

PARLIAMENT— THE  NEW  RULES  OF 
PROCEDURE. 
Mb.  RAISES  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  ihe  Exchequer,  Whether,  having  re- 
gard to  the  inconvenience  that  would 
arise  in  the  conduct  of  Public  Business 
in  the  event  of  the  first  Resolution  re- 
specting Parliamentsry  Procedure  being 
affirmed,  and  the  second  Resolution 
being  subsequently  rejected  by  thia 
House,  he  would  consent  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  former  until  the 
House  had  arrived  at  a  decisitm  vpon 
the  latter  proposal  ? 
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The  OHANOELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER: I  should  wish  to  consider  any 
suggestion  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman with  that  care  to  which  it  is  en- 
titled ;  but  the  Government  has  placed 
the  Eules  on  the  Paper  in  the  order 
which  they  thought  would  be  most  con- 
Tenient,  and  at  present  I  see  no  reason 
for  departing  from  that  order. 

Mb.  raises  :  In  the  event  of  these 
Rales  being  proposed  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand,  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  I  shall  move  the  Previous  Question 
in  respect  to  the  first  Resolution,  end 
that  I  shall  move  the  rejection  of  the 
second. 

ORDMJR  OF  THE  DAY. 

ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER  MA- 
JESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

ADJOUBNXD  DEBATE.    [tHIBD  mGHT.J 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [2Ist  January.] — 
[See  page  92.] 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  r0$umed. 

BURMAH  (MIUTABY  OPERATIONS)  — 
INCIDENCE  OF  COST. 

Mb.  HITKTER,  in  rising  to  move,  as 
an  Amendment,  to  add,  at  the  end  of 
the  6th  paragraph,  the  words — 

*'But  Ihin  House  humbly  expreseea  to  Hor 
Hajerty  thdr  reeret  that  the  Rereoues  of  India 
have  heen  api^ed  to  defrav  the  expensea  of  the 
military  opcrationa  carried  on  iu  the  Kingdom 
of  Ava,  without  the  consent  of  ParHament  as 
required  by  'The  Goremmcnt  of  India  Act, 
1868, '  " 

said,  the  noble  liOrd  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  made  an  appeal  to  the  House 
on  Tlviraday  night  to  close  the  debate 
on  the  Addrees,  and  in  the  conTse  of 
that  appeal  addressed  a  suggestion  to 
him  (Bir.  Hunter)  that  he  should  bring 
on  this  subject  at  a  later  st^e ;  but  the 
noble  Lord  spoke  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  scope  and  terms  of  tho 
Amendment.  The  noble  Lord  seomcd 
to  him  to  speak  under  the  impression 
that  the  Amendment  was  one  to  chal- 
lenge tho  policy  of  tho  Goveinment  with 
respect  to  the  war  of  annexation  in  Bur- 
mah.  That  was  not  the  object  of  the 
Amendment.  It  related  to  only  one  of 
the  questions  which  arose  out  of  the  ac- 

VOIi.  OOOIl.    [thibd  series.] 


tion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
Burmah  ;  but  the  question  was  wider 
than  the  Burmese  Question,  and  raised 
an  issue  of  the  most  important  character 
with  regard  to  the  exercise  of  a  real  and 
effective  control  by  that  House  over  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  Government  of 
India.  AVhat  were  the  circumstanoea 
under  which  this  question  came  before 
the  House  ?  When  the  last  Parliament 
was  prorogued,  no  indication  had  been 
given  to  the  country  of  any  difficulties  in 
connection  with  King  Thcobaw,  which 
were  to  end  with  the  appropriation  of 
his  Kingdom  ;  but  when  the  new  Parlia- 
ment met,  it  was  announced  that  a  terri- 
tory, the  exact  limits  of  which  it  might 
be  difficult  for  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  define,  but  which  was  generally 
supposed  to  cover  an  area  nearly  as  large 
as  the  whole  of  France — that  that  terri- 
tory bad  been  added  to  the  Empire. 
He  did  not  discuss  at  that  moment  the 
policy  of  the  annexation.  He  did  not 
ask  whether  it  was  in  accordance  with 
those  principles  of  international  morality 
that  ought  to  govern  the  conduct  of 
every  great  nation ;  but  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that,  whether  it  was  right  or 
wrong,  it  was  one  that  involved  grave 
and  far-reaching  consequences.  He  be- 
lieved, when  a  union  of  two  distinct  races 
under  one  Government  was  attempted 
to  be  formed,  that  union  would  meet 
with  the  most  happy  results  if  it  was  a 
union  founded  upon  mutual  consent  and 
mutual  interest ;  but  they  had  this  re- 
markable fact — that  a  great  territory  had 
been  added  to  this  Empire  without  the 
consent  of  the  people  of  Burmah,  and 
without  the  consent  of  the  people  of 
England;  nor  did  he  think  that  the 
transactions  which  had  recently  taken 
place  in  Burmah  were  calculated  in  any 
remarkable  degree  to  win  the  affections 
and  love  of  her  people.  No  doubt, 
there  were  expressions  in  the  despatches 
of  military  omcers,  suggesting  and  in- 
dicating that  they  had  the  consent  of  the 
people ;  but  these  statements  were  not  in 
harmony  with  the  principles  of  human 
nature.  It  might  be  considered  by  some 
persons  to  show  very  bad  taste  on  the 
part  of  the  Burmese  people ;  but  the 
Burmese  people,  like  all  other  peoples, 
would,  ho  submitted,  rather  bear  the 
vices  of  their  Native  Rulers  than  the  vir- 
tues of  foreign  officials.  Ihis  annexa- 
tion had  been  carried  into  effect  by  a 
Government  with  respect  to  which  he 
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would  not  employ  any  dispar^ng^  epi- 
thet; but  ofwhich.it  could  not  be  de- 
nied that  it  did  not  pouesa,  either  in 
ihis  or  the  last  Parliament,  that  degree 
or  kind  of  support  which  was  the  usual 
basis  of  a  firm  Administration.  Tt  was  a 
Government  that  represented  a  minority 
in  England,  and  that  had  met  over- 
whelmingdefeatin  Ireland,  Scotland,  and 
"Wales.  Those  facts  alone,  he  thought, 
would  justify  some  objection ;  but  his 
specific  complaint  was  that  this  action 
had  been  taken  in  disregard  of  the  very 
statutory  provisions  which  were  intended 
to  secure  to  Parliament  the  control  over 
transactions  that  might  compromise  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  the  Empire. 
The  words  of  the  65th  section  of  the  Act 
of  1858  were— 

"  Except  for  preventing  or  repeUisg  actual 
invamon  of  Her  Mi^eity'a  Indian  Possessions, 
or  under  other  sadden  and  urgent  neceiaity,  the 

Eevonuefl  of  India  ehaXX  not,  without  the  consent 
of  hoth  Houses  of  Parliament,  be  applicable  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  any  Military  operation 
carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of  such 
PoBioBsions  by  Her  Majesty's  Forces  charged 
upon  such  Bevenues." 

Let  him  remind  the  House  of  the  ciroum- 
stances  under  which  that  provision  was 
introduced  into  law.  When,  in  1858, 
the  Grown  took  over  the  direct  Gorem- 
ntent  of  India,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
permit  a  departure  from  Oonstitutional 
priooiples,  and  to  sanction  in  the 
Indian  J}epartment  a  separate  purse, 
not  under  flie  direct  control  of  the  House 
of  Gommons.  That  was  a  necessary 
exception,  not  entirely  free  from  danger. 
The  danger  was  perceived,  and  it  was 
met  by  a  proposal  emanating  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone),  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  late  Lord  Derby  upon  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  the  day,  and 
that  proposal  was  embodied  in  the  sec- 
tion which  he  had  read.  The  object  of 
the  section  was  thus  described  by  Lord 
Derby,  who  said — 

"  The  same  constitutional  cheek,  therefore, 
was  imposed  upon  the  Crown  with  regard  to 
troops  serving  in  India  which  was  imposed 
with  respect  to  troops  serving  in  every  other 
part  of  the  globe.  If  the  claase  were  not 
agreed  to,  it  would  be  perfectly  competent  for 
any  anc<nistitutional  Sovereign" — 

and  the  right  hon.  GenUeman  referred 
to,  commenting  on  the  speech,  added, 
or  unconstitatlonal  Minister  " — 

"  to  employ  the  whole  of  the  Bevennee  and 
teoops  ol  India  for  any  purpose  which  the 


Crown  might  direct,  without  the  neceeaty  of 
going;  to  Parliament  for  the  advance  of  a  single 
duIhBg."-^a  Bmu»d,  [151]  1697-8.) 

Two  great  interests  were  intended  to  be 
safeguarded  by  that  provision.  There 
was  the  interest  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, and  there  was  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  India.  It  was  necessary  to 
protect  the  liberties  of  this  country 
against  what  might  occur  under  an  un- 
constitutional Minister.  If  that  provi- 
sion were  not  law,  there  would  he 
nothing  to  hinder  a  Minister,  of  his  own 
choice,  without  the  knowledge  or  sanc- 
tion of  Parliament,  from  bringing  over 
an  Army  of  Sepoys,  and  bringing  them, 
not  only  to  the  Mediterranean,  but  (0 
this  country,  and  also  as  far  as  Dublin 
and  Tipperaxy.  It  was  necesrary,  also, 
to  protect  the  Indian  Exchequer  from 
the  predaton^  attacks  of  selfish  interests. 
They  learned  from  the  newspapers  that 
the  Native  Press  of  India,  with  almost 
entire  unanimity,  condemned  the  action 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  Bur- 
mah.  There  could  be  little  doubt  that 
if  the  consent  of  the  Indian  people  were 
required  for  the  expenditure  of  their 
own  money,  not  a  single  shilling  could 
have  been  obtained  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Burmese  "War.  "Was  that  not  aa 
important  consideration  for  the  judg- 
ment of  that  House,  if  it  was  called 
upon  to  sanction  such  an  6zpenditu«  ? 
But  the  money  had  been  spent  without 
giving  to  that  House  any  opportunity 
of  estimating  the  justice  or  wisdom  of 
the  courso  that  had  been  pursued ;  and 
by-aud-by  the  noble  Lord  the  Secrataiy 
ol  State  for  India,  or  his  Succeaeor, 
would  come  down  and  ask  the  House 
to  sanction  that  which  had  been  done, 
and  which  could  not  be  undone.  The 
ITouse  might  possibly,  if  the  question 
were  open  to  it,  hesitate  before,  in 
the  present  unsatisfactory  state  of  the 
finances  of  India,  it  would  impose  any 
additional  burden  upon  the  Indian 
people,  either  for  the  purpose  of  a  war 
of  annexation,  or  for  the  cost  of  admi- 
nistering a  Province  which  it  was  now 
admitted  would  not  pay  its  way.  The 
Act  of  1858,  and,  in  particular,  the  pro- 
vision to  which  he  (Mr.  HunterJ  had 
alluded,  had  been  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion in  that  House.  In  the  Autumn 
Session  of  1878  his  lamented  Friend 
the  late  Hr.  Pawcett  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Motion  to  seinction  an  expen- 
diture from  the  Bevenues  of  India  upon 
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the  war  in  Afghanistan ;  and  in  the  ] 
course  of  that  debate  several  hon.  Mem- 
bers took  occasion  to  point  out  that  the 
Qoremment,  in  that  war,  had  pursued 
an  illegal  course,  and  it  was  illegal  be- 
cause it  was  without  the  sanction  of 
Parliament.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  IioUiian  seconded 
the  Amendment,  and  stated  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  Government  had  clearly 
broken  the  Act  of  Parliament.  That 
Tiew  was  supported  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bury  (Sir  Henry  James),  and  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Denbighshire  (Mr. 
Osborne  Morgan),  and  generally  by  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench.  But  they  were 
overpowered  by  numbers  when  it  came 
to  the  vote ;  for  the  Government  of  that 
day  possessed  a  large  majority  in  that 
Honse.  The  Government  were  driven, 
in  order  to  justify  themselves,  to  main- 
tain the  proposition  that  the  consent  of 
I^Iiament  need  not  be  given  before 
the  expenditure  was  incurred,  but  that 
it  was  sufficient  if  that  sanction  was  given 
afterwards.  However,  that  contention 
was  thoroughly  pulverized  in  the  speeches 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  to  whom 
he  had  referred.  Such  a  constnictiou 
took  away  from  the  Act  all  its  virtue 
and  effect.  It  would  deprive  Parlia- 
ment of  the  power  of  control  over  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment, and  would  leave  them  the  barren 
privilege  of  consenting  to  an  irr&vocablo 
act,  or  the  equally  barren  privilege  of 
dissenting  from  it.  Moreover,  the  ex- 
ceptions which  were  mentioned  in  the 
section  iteelf  clearly  proved  that  pre- 
TiouB  consent — the  only  consent  that 
had  any  meaning— was  intended,  be- 
cause  the  section  spedGed  certain  cases 
where  the  previous  consent  might  not 
be  Tequired.  There  were  exceptions 
provided  for,  such  os  to  prevent  or  repel 
an  actual  invasion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Dominions,  or  under  other  sudden  and 
urgent  necessity.  When  tho  Indian 
Empire  was  in  danger  the  Government 
were  empowered  to  act  promptly,  with- 
out waiting  for  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment. Had  there  been  any  danger 
in  the  present  case  ?  He  thought  not ; 
indeed,  it  would  be  impossible  to  cnn- 
oeivo  any  case  where  there  wag  less 
danger  to  the  Empire  of  India  than 
from  the  Kingdom  of  Ava.  It  was  a 
Kingdom  sepaiated  from  the  sea  by  a 
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British  Province,  and  all  importations  of 
arms  or  ammunition  must  pass  through 
British  Custom  Houses.  The  Govern- 
ment of  India,  very  properly,  he  thought, 
took  advantage  of  its  position,  and  pre- 
vented the  importation  of  arms  and 
ammunition.  The  consequence  was  that, 
in  a  military  sense,  for  years  past  the 
Kingdom  of  Ava  had  been  entirely  at 
our  mercy.  "With  regard  to  tho  other 
exception,  had  there  been  any  sudden  or 
urgent  necessity  ?  The  annexation  of 
Burmah  was  not  a  new  idea.  It  had 
not  occurred  to  tho  minds  of  our  officials 
in  India  for  the  first  time  since  Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued.  For  many  years 
there  had  been  an  Annexation  Party, 
not  only  among  the  merchants  of  Ran- 
goon, but  also  in  the  ranks  of  the  Go- 
vernment Service.  So  far  back  as  1869 
thero  was  a  protest  addressed  to  the 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Burmah,  warning 
him  not  to  pursue  such  a  course  of  con- 
duct with  respect  to  the  King  of  Ava  as 
would  result  in  annexation.  This  much 
was  gathered  from  a  letter  addressed  by 
Lord  Mayo  to  the  Chief  GommissioneF 
of  Burmah,  in  which  he  warned  him 
against  aggressive  tendencies.  The  let- 
ter was  dated  the  11th  of  January,  1869  ; 
and  in  it  Lord  Mayo  said,  from  certain 
expressions  he  had  observed  in  some  of 
the  letters  of  the  Chief  Commissioner,  it 
occurred  to  Mm  that  it  was  possible  that 
the  views  of  the  officers  of  the  Commis- 
sion as  regarded  British  policy  in  Bur- 
mah did  not  altogether  agree  with  those 
entertained  by  the  Government  of  India. 
Lest  there  should  be  the  slightest  mit- 
apprehension,  Lord  Mayo  said— 

"  I  think  it  my  duty  to  iofonn  you  that  I  am 
wholly  opposed  to  any  icterfereDce  in  the  affairs 
of  foreign  Statea  that  can  be  byanytonoorable 
means  avoided.  The  future  annexation  of 
Burmah,  or  any  of  its  adjacent  States,  is  not  an 
event  which  I  either  contemplate  or  desire.  On 
tho  contrary,  I  should  view  with  extreme  regret 
and  disapproval  any  course  of  action  that  would 
impose  upon  the  British  Govemtnent  the  neces- 
sity of  occupation,  or  of  asBoming,  even  in  a 
temporary  manner,  the  govemment  of  any  of 
the  States  lying  a^iacent  to  the  Provinces  now 
in  yoar  charge?' 

In  1881  a  more  determined  attempt  was 
made  by  tho  Annexationist  Party  to 
force  tho  hand  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment in  order  to  bring  about  an  armed 
intervention.  Tho  cry  then  was  that 
King  Theebaw  had  granted  monopolies 
that  were  injurious  to  British  trade.  It 
tnmed  out,  ultimately,  that  the  only 
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monthly  of  any  importaooe  that  was 
given  was  in  the  article  of  "cutoh,"  end 
mat  tliftt  monopoly  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bombay- Buimah  Trading  Oorpora- 
tion,  the  very  same  Company  which  had 
now  supplied  the  annexationists  with 
that  which  theijr  dmired,  in  founding  a 
good  cry  for  interrention.  The  only 
other  matter  that  was  at  all  new  in  the 
position  of  Burmafa  was  in  respect  to 
the  controvernr  between  the  Kiog  of 
Burmah  and  this  Bombay  Corporation. 
He  would  not  enter  into  that  question, 
or  express  any  opinion  as  to  which 
party  was  right  or  wrong.  But  he 
would  ask  the  House  to  consider  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  transaction 
that  could  be  construed  into  any  sudden 
and  urgent  necessity  for  military  opera- 
tions. In  the  first  plaoe,  suppose  it  had 
come  to  the  worst,  and  that  the  decree 
of  KiDg  Theebaw,  of  which  the  Bom- 
bay Corporation  complained,  had  been 
executed,  it  could  only  have  given 
rise  to  a  daim  for  dam^es,  which 
might  probably  have  been  properly 
pressed  by  the  Indian  Government ; 
but  that  Qovemment  did  not  appear  to 
have  been  very  anxious  to  settle  the 
difficulty.  It  was  proposed  by  the 
British  Gk>Temment  to  xWer  this  ques- 
tion to  arbitration.  But  to  what  arbi- 
tration ?  The  arbitrator  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Viceroy.  That  was  a 
new  idea  of  arbritration.  He  had  never 
before  heard  of  an  arbitration  in  which 
one  of  the  pities  had  the  right  to  select 
the  Judge.  He  could  scarcely  conceive 
with  what  object  this  form  of  arbitra- 
tion was  put  forward,  except  with  the 
certainty  that  it  would  be  refused.  If 
the  manner  in  which  King  Theebaw 
had  been  treated  was  to  be  imitated, 
and  the  British  Government  was  to  act 
upon  the  principles  which  had  been  ap- 

Sued  to  Burmui  in  dealing  with  other 
tates,  they  could  not  be  surprised  if 
the  Sovereigns  of  other  States  took 
warning,  ana  were  chary  of  bestowing 
oonorasions  and  privileges  upon  British 
subjects.  But,  so  farlrom  this  contro- 
versy coming  within  the  category  of  a 
sudden  and  urgent  necessity  menacing 
the  British  Empire,  it  appeared  that  the 
controversy  could  have  been  settled. 
That  was  evident  from  a  letter  written 
by  Mr.  Jones,  the  agent  or  representa- 
tive of  the  Bombay  Company,  to  the 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Burmah,  dated 
the  2l8t  of  September  last  year.  He 
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said  he  could  have  settled  the  question, 
and  it  would  have  been  in  the  interests 
of  the  Company,  In  a  pecuniary  sense, 
to  have  settled  it;  but,  having  been 
assisted  in  the  way  they  had  been  by  the 
Government,  he  was  not  going  to  doit. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  Foa 
INBIA  (Lord  Bandolfh  Cbubchill)  : 
The  date  of  that  letter,  please  ? 

Mb.  hunter  :  The  2 1st  September. 

Loud  RANDOLPH  OHUfiCHILL: 
Is  it  in  the  Blue  Book  ? 

Mb.  HUNTER  said,  it  was  a  letter 
published  in  Th9  Timt».  It  was  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  Burmah,  and  was  an  official 
communication.  He  ventured  to  say 
that  if  an  illustration  had  been  desired 
to  point  a  moral,  and  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  Constitutional  safeguards 
that  were  provided  by  the  Act  of  1858, 
a  better  illustration  could  not  have  been 
found  than  this  annexation.  To  make 
a  military  promenade  np  to  Mandalay 
was  an  easy  thing.  To  issue  a  Proclama- 
tion of  Annexation  was  easier  still.  But 
that  step,  once  taken,  waa  very  hard  to 
retrace.  If  Parliament  was  to  exerdad 
its  judgment  on  the  important  and  grave 
issues  that  were  jmbmitted  to  it,  it  ought 
to  be  able  to  preserve  that  judgment 
unfettered  by  aots  that  could  not  be  re- 
called. There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  presence  of  an  English  Administra- 
tion in  Mandalay  closed  some  questions. 
But  it  opened  other  questions,  which 
might,  in  the  long  run,  prove  more 
serious  than  those  which  were  closed. 
No  one  could  study  the  history  of  the 
conquest  of  Burmah  by  this  country 
without  being  forced  to  this  concdusion 
— that  the  same  influence  and  forces 
which  had  driven  the  Government  to 
Mandalay  would  not  permit  it  to  rest 
there;  but  these  same  inflnoioeB  and 
forces  would  sooner  or  later  bring  us 
into  collidon  with  the  Chinese  Empire. 
He  said  noUiing  with  respect  to  the  oom- 
plioatioiiB  looming  in  the  not  distant 
future  with  European  Pow»8.  Surely 
a  great  question,  so  vitally  affecting  the 
interests  of  this  country,  ought  not  to 
be  withdrawn  from  the  consideration  of 
Parliament.  It  was  to  secure  this  that 
Section  56  of  the  Act  of  1858  was  passed. 
It  was  a  section  of  great  value  to  the 
English  people ;  aod  to  the  Indian 
people  it  was  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance that  that  House  E&ould  exercise  a 
jeaiouB  guaidianship  over  ikem  rights 
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and  interests.  The  Act  of  1858,  and 
the  gracious  Froolamation  of  Her  Ma- 
je«6y  in  the  same  year,  were  regarded 
by  the  people  of  India  as  their  Magna 
Ckarla.  The  provioions  of  that  Act  had 
been  ridated.  He,  therefore,  asked  the 
House  to  adopt  the  Amendment  he  now 
moved,  in  order  to  maintain  the  law  and 
to  vindicate  its  own  statutory  rights  and 
Conatitutional.  poff  era. 

Mb.  OOmfBEABE  seconded  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  end  of  the  Cth  paragraph,  to  add  the 
words — "  But  tliia  Ilouae  humbly  expresses  to 
Her  Majesty  their  regret  that  the  Revenues  of 
India  hare  been  applied  to  defray  the  expenses 
oC  tfao  mtfitary  operatioiw  earned  oa  ia  the 
Kingdom  of  Ava,  without  the  coDsent  of  Par- 
liament as  required  by  'The  GoTemment  of 
India  Act,  1S53.'      (Jfr.  Hunter.) 

Question  proposot],  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
^GicriARD  AVeustkb)  said,  he  was  sure 
that  hon.  Members  would  be  glad  to 
welcome  the  h<ni.  and  learned  Member 
for  North  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter)  as  a 
pftrtio^tator  in  their  debates.  There 
■were  many  Bubjects  on  which  the  great 
experience  and  learning  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  would  be  able  to  assist 
the  House ;  but  he  (the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral) must  confess  he  was  sorry  that  it 
should  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  as  a  new  Member, 
to  move  the  present  Amendment;  be- 
cause he  (the  Attorney  General)  would 
venture  to  submit  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  somewhat  mis- 
understood the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  Act  of  1858,  and  that,  under  existing 
circumstances,  there  could  not  be  any 
substantial  ground  for  the  Amendment. 
He  therefore  proposed,  with  tho  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  to  deal  with  the  legal 
argument  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qentlemau  hadadvaneed,  and  then  to  say 
a  word  or  two  upon  seme  of  the  general 
considerations  by  which  he  fatud  sup- 
ported his  Amosdment.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  North  Aberdeen 
had  been  a^^iing  before  the  House 
as  though,  by  the  action  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  it  had  already 
been  decided  that  the  expenses  of 
the  operations,  the  responsibility  of 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  fully 
recognized,  were  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
£er«ntte0  of  India.   He  (the  Attorney 


General)  begged  to  point  out  that  nothi^ 
of  the  kind  had  been  decided.  The 
question,  no  doubt,  might  be  raised,  as 
a  similar  question  was  raised  in  1878  by 
the  Motion  of  Mr.  Eawcett,  against 
charging  the  Bevenues  of  India  with  the 
expenses  of  the  operations  in  Afglwft- 
istan.  He  thought  a  few  minutes'  consi- 
deration would  show  hon.  Members,  even 
if  they  had  not  the  advantage  of  the  Wal 
training  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  NorUi  Aberdeen,  that  the  section  to 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  had 
referred  imposed  certain  restrictions,  not 
one  of  whidi  had  been  in  any  way  neg- 
leoted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  had 
argued  as  though  it  were  unjustifiable  in 
the  Government  to  go  to  war  without  the 
previous  consent  of  Parliament.  The 
same  question  was  raised  indirectly  in 
1878,  and  the  then  Attorney  General 
(Sir  John  Holker)  showed  that  that  was 
by  no  means  a  correct  coustructioa  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  The  question  was 
involved  iu  the  terms  of  the  54th  section 
of  the  Act,  that  section  providing  that, 
when  an  order  was  sent  to  India  direct- 
ing the  actual  commenoemeut  of  hostili- 
ties, the  fact  of  such  order  being  sent 
should  be  communicated  to  botii  Houses 
of  Parliament  within  three  months,  if 
they  were  sitting,  and,  if  they  were 
not,  within  one  month  after  the  nest 
meeting  of  Parliament.  He  thought  he 
need  scarcely  point  out  that  two  alterna- 
tives wore  contemplated  by  tho  section — 
the  commencement  of  war  at  a  time  when 
the  House  was  sitting,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  House  was  not  sitting.  In  the 
latter  contingency,  which  applied  to  the 
present  case,  the  responsibility  of  those 
who  undertook  the  operations  was  to 
communicate  the  fact  to  Parliament  one 
month  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
He  submitted,  therefore,  that  to  any- 
one who  was  capable  of  appr^iating 
the  plain  language  of  the  section,  it  could 
not  have  been  passed  without  it  being 
in  liie  contemplation  of  those  vho 
were  responsime  for  the  enactment 
that  war  might  be  declared  without 
the  consent  of  Parliament,  otherwise 
there  would  have  been  no  object  in  say- 
ing the  fact  should  be  communicated  to 
Parliament  within  a  month  af  tor  its  next 
meeting.  Passing  on  to  Section  55,  he 
submitted  that  it  provided  for  a  state 
of  things  not  within  the  purview  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member's  Amend- 
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ment.  It  enacted  tliat,  except  for  pre- 
Tentioff  or  repelliDg  actual  invasion  of 
our  Inc  lian  FoBsessionp,  the  Berennes  of 
India  should  not,  without  the  consent  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  be  appli- 
cable to  defraj  tho  expense  of  any  mili- 
tary operations  carried  on  beyond  the 
frontiers  of  such  PoBsesBioue.  The  state 
of  circumstances  contemplated  by  the 
section  was  the  preventing  or  the 
repelling  of  invasion ;  but  what  was 
the  case  which  was  to  depend  on  this 
state  of  circumstances  ?  It  was  whe- 
ther the  Hevenues  of  India  should  or 
should  not  be  applicable  to  defray  the 
expense  of  military  operations.  The 
House  would  see,  therefore,  that  it  was 
not  a  question  of  whether  war  should 
be  undertaken  or  not.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  no  doubt,  honestly 
wished  to  raise  a  great  question  ;  but  he 
(the  Attorney  General)  should  like  to 
point  out  that  the  question  whether  war 
should  be,  or  should  not  bo,  commenced, 
and  whether  military  operations  should 
be  undertaken,  rested  with  the  Advisers 
of  Her  Majesty  at  the  time,  and  it  was 
not  a  question  of  previously  obtaining 
tho  sanction  of  Parliament.  The  hoD. 
and  learned  Member,  in  his  Amend- 
ment, which  expressed  the  regret  of  the 
House  that  the  Itovenues  of  India  were 
to  be  employed  in  the  operations  in 
Burmah,  assumed  that  that  question 
had  already  been  determined  which 
must  be  submitted  to  the  House ;  and 
if  he  ohose,  when  the  debate  arose  on 
the  question  as  to  how  the  expenses 
were  to  be  defrayed,  be  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  raising  any  objection  he 
thought  proper  as  to  the  course  of  action 

Sursued  by  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
ut  he  (the  Attorney  General)  trusted 
that  he  had  shown  the  House  that  the 
responsibility  of  beginning  the  military 
operations  was  to  bo  determined  by  Her 
Majesty's  Advisers,  subject  to  the  con- 
dition that  certain  communications  were 
to  be  made  to  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, with  the  addition  that  the  ques- 
tion as  to  how  such  expenses  should 
be  borne  should  be  governed  by  the 
decision  of  Parliament.  When  he  re- 
membered that  this  question  practi- 
cally formed  the  subject  of  a  solemn 
debate  in  1878,  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  took  part,  and  when 
he  remembered  that  the  action  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  that  occasion 

The  AUcmejf  General 


was  supported  by  a  majority  of  1 10,  and 
that  it  did  not  please  the  Par^  opposite 
to  alter  the  law  during  tiie  five  years 

they  had  been  in  Office,  he  ventured  to 
think  that  Her  Majesty's  present  Ad- 
visers would  have  been  shirking  re- 
sponsibility if  they  had  hesitated  to  act 
under  the  circumstances,  because  they 
were  afraid  that  some  such  Motion  as 
this  would  be  brought  forward.  While 
the  hon.    and  learned   Member  dis- 
claimed, at  the  beginning  of  his  speech, 
any  intention  to  call  in  question  the 
eneral  policy  of  the  Government,  he 
ad  thought  fit  to  make  certain  state- 
ments 11'hich,  if  they  remained  unan- 
swered, might  seem  to  lead  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Qovemment  had  acted 
indiscreetly  or  improper^.   It  was  no 
part  of  his  (the  Attorney  General's)  duty 
to  argue  whether  or  not  there  was  a 
sudden  or  urgent  necessity  in  this  case ; 
but  no  one  who  would  candidly  read  the 
contents  of  the  Blue  Book,  instead  of 
referring  to  letters  in         Timet,  and 
other  newspapers,  which  did  not  appear 
in  it,  could  doubt  that  there  was  a 
sudden  and  urgent  necessity  which  jus- 
tified the  action  of  the  Government.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  had  spoken  of 
the  Bombay  and  Burmah  Corporation  as 
though  it  was  a  body  which  merely  hod 
some  claim  against  the  Burmese  Go- 
vernment which  might  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  arbitration.   For  20  years  the 
Bombay  and  Burmah  Corporation  had 
been  in  intimate  relations  with  the 
Burmese  Authorities.   The  dispute  be- 
gan by  suggestions  being  made  that  the 
Bombay  and  Burmah  Corporation  had 
bribed  the  present  Governor  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Ninghyan,  with  a  very  large 
bribe— namely,  six  lacs  of  rupees,  in 
order  to  cover  their  frauds.    Upon  that 
suggestion  being  at  once  challenged  the 
Burmese  ofilcials  shifted  their  ground, 
and  alleged  that  the  Bombay  and  Bur- 
mah Corporation  had  not  paid  a  suffi- 
cient amount  under  the  leases  of  1880, 
and  that  they  had  defrauded  the  foresters 
who  had  been  in  their  employ.  He 
would  undertake  to  demonstrate  to  any 
hon.  Member  that  thore  was  no  founda- 
tion for  either  of  those  charges.  When 
the  charges  were  made,  they  were  only 
supported  by  the  testimony  of  a  few 
discharged  servants,  orof  perstuisaetuig 
under  the  oompiilsioa  of  the  Burmese 
Government.    The  Bombay  and  Bur- 
mah Corporation  courted,  nom  the  be- 


Digitized  by 


383         Majesiy'a  Most 

ginning,  a  tborongb  investigation  of 
the  charges  made  against  them ;  but 
thej  were  unable  to  secure  either  the 
snbstantiation  of  the  charges,  or  an  in- 
vestigation. But  tho  matter  did  not, 
by  any  means,  stop  there.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  referred  to  the 
qnestion  as  a  mere  money  demand, 
which  might  be  made  the  subject  of 
arbitration,  or  an  action  for  damages; 
but  there  were  other  con  side  rations.  In 
tho  end  of  1882  and  the  beginoing  of 
1883,  a  new  lease  having  boon  arranged, 
the  Corporation  paid  down  in  advance 
for  the  right  of  cutting  wood  in  the 
forests  no  loss  than  four  and  a  half  lacs 
of  rupees.  He  wanted  the  IIousg  to 
understand  that  this,  which  was  called 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  a 
money  claim,  was  something  which  was 
alleged  by  the  Burmese  Government  as 
having  happened  with  reference  to 
timber  In  1882.  Having  paid  that  large 
amount  in  advance,  this  Corporation 
had  other  considerations  which  ought 
to  have  influenced,  and  he  trusted  did 
influence,  their  minda.  They  had  in 
their  employ  several  thousand  persons, 
of  whom  no  less  than  2,000  were  British 
subjects ;  and  instead  of  the  Government 
of  Burmah  simply  declining  to  accept 
the  proposals  for  arbitration,  or  saying 
that  some  other  tribunal  must  be  de- 
vised, whereby  the  questions  in  dispute 
could  be  determined,  on  the  24th  Sep- 
tember, four  days  after  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  told  tho  House  the 
dispute  might  have  been  amicably  set- 
tled, they  demanded  payment  of  23  lacs 
of  rupees  from  the  Corporation  in  respect 
of  those  alleged  breaches,  On  the  24th 
of  September  this  was  the  condition  of 
matters,  as  stated  in  a  telegram  from  the 
Bombay  and  Burmah  Corporation — 

"  BunncBQ  soldiers  insist  on  stopping  the 
rafts,  notnitfaataDding  the  orders  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  Ninghyan.  He  has  no  power  to  enforce 
huorden.  Soldiers  have  fired  oa  several  of 
oar  xafta.  Itoftmen  are  friffhtened,  bave  been 
arrested,  and  put  in  the  itocu  by  soldiers." 

There  were  various  degrees  of  opinion 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  Govern- 
ments ought  to  forbear ;  but  it  seemed 
to  him  (the  Attorney  General)  that 
Her  Maj^j''8  Government  had  some 
duty  to  x>^rform  towards  the  2,000 
British  Bubjeots  who  were  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Bombay  and  Burmah  Cor- 
'pontiim.  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber WMtld  hvn  a  ftirUier  oppor- 
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tunity  of  criticizing  the  conduct  of 
the  Government;  but  he  (the  Attorney 
General)  submitted  that  that  conduct 
was  not  to  be  criticized  by  a  side  wind, 
on  a  Motion  made  by  way  of  suggestion 
that  some  condition  in  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment had  not  been  fulfilled  before  the 
operations  began.  He  only  desired  to 
add  that,  having  given  his  careful  con- 
sideration to  the  matter,  and  looking  at 
it  not  only  aa  a  lawyer,  but  aleo  with  the 
object  of  finding  out  which  side  was  in 
the  right,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
form  an  opinion,  he  had  come  to  the 
distinct  conclusion  that  there  was  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  charges 
made  against  the  Company,  and  that 
those  who  represented  Burmah,  know- 
ing they  were  in  the  wroog,  were  at 
once  proceeding  to  enforce  their  un- 
righteous and  improper  demands  by 
force,  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
could  not  allow  to  pass  unnoticed.  The 
general  policy  of  the  Government  in 
matters  of  this  kind  rested  in  far  wiser 
hands  than  his ;  but  it  was  well  known 
that  prompt  action  in  these  matters  did 
not,  as  a  rule,  lead  to  prejudicial  results. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  few  hundreds  might  pre- 
vent the  ultimate  loss  of  thousands,  and 
that  the  expenditure  of  a  few  thousands 
might  prevent  the  ultimate  loss  of  tens  of 
thousands ;  and  when  it  was  suggested 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  ought 
to  have  stayed  their  hands  before  they 
undertook  the  responsibility  of  these 
operations,  he  ventured  to  point  out  that 
they  were  inviting  criticism,  because 
the  question  of  how  this  expenditure 
was  to  be  met  was  still  open  ;  and, 
in  his  opinion,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  have  been  entirely  want- 
ing in  their  duty  to  the  country  and 
the  first  principles  of  government  if, 
having  made  up  their  minds  that 
there  was  a  case  for  prompt  and  ener- 
getic action,  and  in  view  of  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  law  for  which  they 
contended,  they  had  delayed  to  under- 
take these  operations. 

Mn.  GLADSTONE:  Like  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down,  I  do  not  feel  it  necessary  to 
enter  at  any  very  great  length  into  the 
question  that  has  been  raised  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Mover  of  this  Amend- 
ment. But  I  must  say,  in  passing,  that 
this  being  the  first  opportunity  we  have 
had  of  hearing  the  hon.  and  learned 
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Mover,  I  have  listened,  in  two  respects, 
with  great  pleasure  to  Ms  speech.  I 
thought  the  general  principles  he  pro- 
pounded were  eminently  sound ;  and 
otherwise  he  appeared  to  be  a  Gentle- 
man who,  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
proved  to  us,  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner,  his  power  to  bear  a  very  useful 
and  distinguished  part  in  the  discussions 
of  this  House.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  the  Mover  of  the  Amendment 
is,  in  this  respect,  I  think,  unfortunate 
— that  the  Amendment  lie  has  moved 
doOB  not  cover  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
ground  he  undoubtedly  occupied  in  Ma 
speech.  The  Amendment  only  raises 
the  question— one  of  grave  importance, 
no  doubt,  but  still  the  comparatively 
narrow  question — of  who  is  to  meet  the 
expenses  that  have  been  incurred  ?  But 
a  ooDsiderable  portion  of  his  speech  un- 
doubtedly touched  what  is  a  deeper 
matter — namely,  the  merits  of  the  con- 
duct of  Her  Majesty's  Qovernmont  in 
this  very  important  matter.  I  would 
keep  those  two  questions  entirely  dis- 
tinct. The  Attorney  General,  I  am 
bound  to  say,  has  kept  them  entirely 
distinct.  But,  before  referring  to  either 
of  them,  I  must  undertake  to  point  out 
to  the  Attorney  General  that  there  is  a 
palpable  error  in  the  proposition  with 
which  he  concluded  his  speech,  because 
he  contended  that  the  Farliament  of 
1878  passed  a  direct  judgment  upon  this 
question.  I,  without  hesitation,  say  that 
this  is  an  entire  mistake.  I  quite  agree 
that  the  argument  was  made,  and  made 
with  great  decision,  certainly  by  myself, 
with  regard  to  the  construction  of  the 
Act.  I  quite  admit  that  the  whole  tone 
and  temper  of  that  Parliament  was  en- 
tirely the  opposite  to  our  contentions  ou 
that  and  on  other  matters  which  have 
been  since  dealt  with  in  a  somewhat 
different  way.  The  issue  was  not  raised 
on  the  Motion,  and  no  decision  was 
iven  by  the  Farliament,  directly  or  in- 
irectly,  upon  the  construction  of  the 
Act.  With  regard  to  the  Eecond  part  of 
the  speedi  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, and  which  touched  the  same 
subject-matter  as  the  second  portion  of 
tile  hon.  and  learned  Mover's  speech,  I 
agree  undoubtedly  with  the  hon.  end 
learned  Gentleman  to  this  extent — and 
it  is  a  very  important  agreement— that 
I  do  not  think  the  House  is  at  this  mo- 
ment in  a  condition— even  if  the  ques- 
tion had  been  raised  by  the  Amendment, 
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and  it  has  not  been — to  pronounce  that 
there  was  no  sudden  or  urgent  necessity 
in  the  condition  of  things  in  Burmah 
which  led  to  the  action  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.    If  there  was  a  sudden 
and  emergent  necessity,  then,  by  the 
confession  of  all  parties,  it  waaopento 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  proceed 
without  obtaining  the  prior  assent  of 
Parliament  to  the  employment  of  Indisii 
Forces,  or  to  creating  a  charge  upon 
Indian  Bevenues.    In  other  timee  it 
has  been  in  this  condition — that  qaes- 
Uons  of  the  most  vital  importance — 
questions  of  war,  of  conq,ueBt,  far  la^er 
in  their  character  even  than  this — vers 
decided  without  the  smallest  hope  or 
possibility  that  Parliament  would  exer- 
cise any  control  over  them  whatever.  In 
this  instance,  I  think  I  need  only  say 
that,  as  regards  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  keep  my  mind  entireJy  open.  I 
noticed  on  a  former  night  a  sentence 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  not 
because  I  thought  it  conveyed  a  doc- 
trine in  distinct  and  intelligible  terms, 
but  because  I  thought  it  somewhat 
more  savoured  of  a  doctrine  that  this 
House  ought  to  watch  with  consideraUe 
jealousy  and  reserve— namely,  the  doc- 
trine that  a  dvii  vrrong  infiiot«d  aa  Bri- 
tish Bubieotfi  constitutes  a  case  on  account 
of  which  we  are  to  go  to  war.    It  is  a 
very  large  and  a  very  grave  question.  I 
am  far  from  denying  that  the  right  of 
going  to  war  may  arise  upon  it ;  but  the 
general  proposition  that  warlike  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  undertaken  upon  that 
ground  is  a  proposition  which  we  onght 
to  hesitate,  I  think,  to  inscribe  among 
our  political  axioms.   The  speech  of  the 
hon-  and  learned  Gentleman,  I  may  say, 
on  this  port  of  the  question,  I  thought, 
was  open  to  some  exception  ;  because  he 
argued  this  war  aa  though  it  had  grown 
entirely  out  of  the  rolations  of  the  trading 
Company  and  the  Burmese  Govemtaeot. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  much  more  was 
involved  than  the  question  between  the 
Company  and  the  Burmeee  Government; 
and  though  I  do  not  deny  that  there  is 
force  in  the  plea  that  the  conditions 
interests  of  the  2,000  persons  Omfdi^Bd 
by  the  Company  were  matters  for  con- 
sideration, yet  I  think  if  there  is  to  bj 
an  ultimate  defence  and  justificatdoB  of 
the  conduct  of  Her  Majesty's  Govere* 
ment  with  respect  to  making  war  ondti* 
annexation  of  Burmah — uid  at  present 
I  do  not  aay  whether  there  will  or  wiU 
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not  be  each  a  joatification — that  it  oer- 
tainly  miiBt  be  drawn  from  broader  and 
deeper  considerationa  than  the  mere  re- 
lations of  a  Company  with  the  Burmese 
QoTenunent.  I  do  not  know  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member's  intention ;  but  I 
doubt  whether  the  House  will  approach 
thu  question  batiBfactorily  by  any  divi- 
sion on  the  Amendment  now  before  us. 
In  asking  the  House  to  assent  to  this 
outlBj,  uie  GoTemment  will  have  to 
make  a  Motion,  wbioh  will  aff(nd  ample 
and  legitimate  opportunity  for  consider- 
ing the  question  of  tfao  liability  of  the 
Indian  BeTenues ;  uid  with  respect  to 
the  matter  which  constitnted  so  great  a 
part  of  tkhe  speech  of  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment,  and  which  was  not  touched 
by  the  Amendment  itself.  I  venture  to 
hope  that  the  House  will  not  be  called 
to  decide  anything  by  voting  upon  the 
Ammdment.  I  must  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  more  legal  and  professional 
portion  of  the  speech  of  the  Attorney 
(j^eneral-  He  has  stated  his  views  to- 
night, as  he  has  done  daring  his  short 
experience  in  this  House,  with  great 
clearness  and  force;  and  he  has  referred 
to  the  argument  made  use  of  by  the  late 
Sir  John  Holker  when  he  so  honourably 
filled  the  pouUon  now  ocoapied  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Oentleman.  Though  I 
differed  much  from  Sir  John  Holher  in 
polities,  this  I  will  eay— that  I  appre- 
ciated and  admired  his  legal  knowlec^e. 
I  nerer  heard  a  legal  argument  from  Sir 
John  Holker,  whether  I  agreed  with 
him  or  not,  without  great  {Measure  and 
admiration  for  the  masterly  way  in  which 
he  handled  his  subject.  Therefore,  I  do 
not  approach  this  subject  under  pre- 
judice. But  I  must  give  fair  notice 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
that  I  am  prepared  to  contest  to  the 
uttermost  his  legal  doctrine  as  to  the 
construction  of  the  Act  of  Parliament. 
The  doctrine  was  advanced — I  do  not 
like  to  use  the  word  extravagant — but 
in  tiie  most  advanced  form  it  was  capable 
of  assaming  by  the  Eurl  of  Iddesletgh ; 
and,  if  I  remember  his  contention,  he 
argsed  thss:— He  said  there  is  nothing 
in  the  Act  of  Pariiament  to  prevent  the 
advance  of  the  money  from  the  Indian 
Treasury ;  and  if  Parliament  subse- 
qoeatly  determines  that  those  advances 
Bfaflll  be  repaid,  and  the  charge  shall  be 
finaily  borne  by  the  Oou^dated  Fund, 
then  the  Act  of  Parliament  has  been 
satisfied.   That  I  also  nadsistuul  to  be 


the  contention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
GoQtleman  bad  sat  as  long  as  I  have  sat 
in  this  House  during  a  multitude  of 
Indian  wars— during  the  first  Afghan 
War,  during  the  Sdnde  War,  during  the 
Persian  War — [General  Sir  Oeobqe 
Balfour:  And  the  Cliinese  Wars.] 
Well,  the  C^nese  wars  are  a  very  pain- 
ful subject.  As  far  as  my  recollection 
goes,  I  do  not  know  that  those  wars 
raised  this  particular  question.  Uy 
recollection  rather  is  tiiat  in  the  case  of 
the  greater  <3l  these  conflicts,  in  the 
Ohinese  War  of  1839,  we  had  a  per- 
fectly free  hand,  ai^d  were  able  to  pass 
judgment  upon  the  question,  irre* 
spective  of  any  financial  embarrass- 
ment. Bat  in  these  cases  to  which  I 
have  referred— and,  perhaps,  the  list 
of  them  could  be  enlarged  —  what 
Parliament,  and  what  suocessve  Parlia- 
ments, felt  was  that  they  were  reduced 
to  a  state  of  absolute  impotence.  The 
question  came  before  them  simply  as  a 
question  of  censure  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, fmd  in  no  other  practical  shape. 
The  clause  of  the  Indian  Government 
Act  of  1858  was  intended  to  provide  an 
effectual  remedy  fbi  th^  misi^ef.  Not 
iu  every  case.  That  olaose  was  much 
considered— I  do  not  s^  it  was  much  de- 
bated iu  this  House.  It  was  intended  to 
proride  a  remedy ;  but  not  in  every  case. 
It  was  generally  felt  that  where  there 
was  actual  or  meditated  invasion,  there 
you  must  be  content  to  take  the  risks  of 
compromising  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  leaving  the  Indian  subject 
practically  without  remedy.  It  was  felt 
that  the  exception  of  invasion  was  not 
wide  enough,  but  that  another  exception 
should  be  introduced,  and  that  was  the 
case  of  sudden  and  urgent  necessity. 
These  were  words  which,  in  the  hands  of 
the  Goremment,  might  be  elastic  words; 
but,  nevertheless,  it  was  necessary,  un- 
doubtedly, to  have  a  provision  of  that 
kind  m  the  Act  of  Parliamwit ;  and  so 
far  I  admit  that  it  is  not  possible  for  us 
to  exercise  any  previous  control.  But  I 
affirm,  in  the  boldest  and  most  confident 
manner,  that  the  purpose  of  Parliament 
was,  setting  aside  the  case  of  invasion, 
and  the  case  of  sadden  and  ni^ent  neces- 
sity, to  provide  a  prior  control  for  Par- 
liament in  questions  of  this  kind.  What 
is  the  contention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  ?  His  oonteutioa  is  that  the 
whole  olgect  of  the  cLaose  was  to  reserve 
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the  question,  who  is  to  pay  ?  Then,  I 
can  only  say,  most  deploTablo  is  the 
position,  not  only  of  the  Indian  tax- 
payers, but  of  the  British  taxpayers  also. 
Because,  according  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Uentleman,  how  stand  the  British 
taxpayers  ?  In  respect  of  wars  and  like 
operations  conducted  in  all  other  parts  of 
the  globe,  we  have  a  tolerably  effective 
control.  I  will  not  go  now  into  the 
technical  question ;  bat,  on  the  whole,  it 
is  well  known  that,  although  the  pre- 
rogative of  making  peace  or  war  is  in 
the  hands  of  Her  Majesty,  yet  the  wars 
made  by  this  country  are  generally, 
through  the  privileges  and  rights  of  this 
House,  practically  under  an  effective 
prior  control.  But  how  stand  we  under 
the  doctrine  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  in  regard  to  these  wars  that 
canbe  made  by  the  Indian  Army?  Under 
that  doctrine  we  have  no  control  what- 
ever in  regard  to  these  wars. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
EicHABD  Webster)  :  Yea  ;  we  have. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  What  control 
LavO  we,  then?  Parliament  usually 
prorogues  at  the  end  of  July,  and  meets 
again  six  months  after.  The  Indian 
Forces  may  be  operating  to  any  extent 
daring  the  whole  of  that  period;  and 
then  were  is  nothing  for  the  House  of 
Coomions  to  do  but  to  say  in  the  subse- 
quent Session  whether  they  will  or  will 
not  pay  the  bill.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  say  that  we  have  no  Parliamen- 
tary control  whatever  over  these  wars. 
We  have  no  power  remaining,  except  to 
condemn  the  Government.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  may  say  that  I  have 
not  been  complimentary  in  my  remarks 
to  the  Parliament  of  1878;  but  he,  in 
his  observations,  has  been  most  uncom- 
plimentary to  the  Parliament  of  1858, 
and  the  Government  of  1858,  and,  I 
may  say,  to  a  series  of  Parliaments 
which,  have  groaned  under  the  state  of 
things  tliat  provioasly  existed  with  re- 
gard to  wars  made  from  India,  and  by 
means  of  the  Indian  Army.  Well,  Sir, 
I  would  remind  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  of  what  were  the  sensations 
in  this  country  produced  by  the  first 
Afghan  War.  Ho  may  remember  that 
such  was  the  belief  in  the  responsibility, 
in  the  error,  and  perhaps  almost  in  the 
crime,  of  that  war — such  was  the  uni- 
versal sentiment  of  public  opinion  in 
respect  to  it,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
sentimeot  of  the  perfect  ha^esaneas  of 
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this  House  and  this  Government  in  pre- 
venting a  repetition  of  such  things,  that 
Mr.  Roebuck,  in  1843,  under  the  Oc* 
vemment  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  made  a 
Motion  to  inflict  retrospectively  the 
severe  censure  of  this  House  upon  a 
Government  that  had  been  out  of 
Office  for  two  or  three  years;  and  it 
was  only  with  difficulty  that  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  exercising  all  the  skill  and  ia- 
fluenee  he  possessed,  could  restrain 
House  of  Commons,  and  ihe  large  ma- 
jority that  confided  in  him  at  that  period, 
from  pronouncing  that  censure.  I  do 
not  wish  to  go  further  at  this  moment ; 
or  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament ;  but  I  think  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  himself  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  say  that  if  his  construction 
of  this  Act  is  right  our  position  is  this — 
Dividing  the  word  geographically  into 
those  regions  which  are  accessible  to 
the  Indian  Army  and  those  regions 
which  are  not,  Parliament  can  control 
the  military  action  of  the  Advisers  of 
the  Crown  in  the  regions  which  are  not 
accessible  to  the  Indian  Army.  Bat 
with  respect  to  those  which  are  acces- 
sible, the  Government  are  under  no  ne- 
cessity or  occasion  whatever  to  come  to 
this  House  for  prior  sanction — they  can 
operate  through,  the  Indian  Anny,  and 
then  content  themselves  with  presenting 
to  us  the  bill  after  the  whole  matter  is 
at  an  end.  Tho  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman proposes,  by  his  construction  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  to  convict  the 
Parliament  of  1658,  and  all  those  who 
had  to  do  with  it  then,  of  the  crime  of 
what  I  should  call  political  idiotcy. 
["Hear,  hear!"  and  laughter.]  I  was 
obliged  to  say  as  much  as  this ;  because 
the  general  question  involved  is  one  of 
extreme  importance.  It  ianot  nowle^- 
timately  before  us  in  connection  with 
the  present  state  of  things.  AVhat  is 
tho  present  state  of  thion  ?  The  nohid 
Lord  (Lord  Randolph  OhurchiU)  may 
undoubtedly,  three  or  four  weeks  hence, 
if  he  thinks  fit,  raise  the  doctrine  of 
1878  in  its  full  bmadUi— namely,  that 
the  Act  of  Parliament  does  not  tonoh  a 
case  in  which  India  pays,  provided  that 
she  is  subsequently  repaid.  That  is  the 
high  doctrine  on  the  subject.  But  when' 
ever  that  high  doctrine  is  broached,  ve 
on  this  side  of  the  House  shall  be  bound 
to  meet  and  contest  it.  Then  the  noble 
Lwrd  may  have  it  open  to  him — aad 
I  hope  lia  will  take  that  eonzse— -to  paas 
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by  that  high  dootrine  altogether.  If 
there  were  a  sudden  urgent  necessity, 
then  he  would  not  require  that  doctrine 
at  all.  I  know  not  which  plea  will  be 
raised ;  but  when  the  proper  time  comes 
undoubtedly  ve  shall  see.  I  leave  my 
mind  entirely  open  and  unprejudiced 
with  respect  to  this  case,  which  involves 
many  considerations  of  great  difficiilty 
and  importance.  I  hold  the  construction 
of  the  Aot  of  Parliament  to  be  not  only 
clear,  but  to  be  of  Tital  moment  to  the 
preservation  of  the  Privileges  of  this 
House.  I  hope  that  on  the  merits  of 
the  question  we  may  not  be  driven  to  a 
division  at  present,  especially  on  a  Mo- 
tion which  would  but  imperfectly  ex- 
press its  own  purpose,  and  on  which 
ve  should  rote  with  very  imperfect 
knowledge. 

The  SEGEETARY  op  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Lord  Randolph  Ohdechill)  : 
I  imagine  that  the  House  will  be  in- 
clined to  follow  the  advice  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone),  and  will  for- 
bear discussing  the  general  policy  in- 
volved in  the  war  with  Burmah,  and  the 
annexation  of  that  territory  to  the  Do- 
miniona  of  the  Grown.  I  imagine, 
moreover,  that  that  course  will  be  agree- 
able to  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way, and  possibly  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  moved  this  Amendmont, 
as  he  is  now  aware  that  it  will  be  my 
duty  under  the  Aot  of  Parliament,  within 
a  month  from  the  first  day  of  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament,  to  place  before  the 
House  a  formal  Besolution  sanctioning 
the  war  by  authorising  the  payment  of 
the  ezpensM  caused  by  it  out  of  the  Be- 
venues  of  India.  A  legitimate  and  a 
more  conventrat  occasion  for  debate  will 
then  arise.  And  I  am  the  more  con- 
firmed in  that  opinion  from  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  him- 
self; because  I  am  convinced  that  if 
there  is  one  quarter  of  information  to 
which  he  has  not  gone,  and  to  which  he 
ought  to  go,  it  is  the  official  Blue  Book, 
and  the  further  record  which  has  been 
placed  before  the  House  by  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  obvious  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  has  not  been  disposed  even  to 
consult  t^t  Blue  Book,  or,  if  he  has  con- 
sulted it,  he  evidently  is  not  disposed  to 

?laee  the  slightest  rdiance  upon  it ;  but 
beiteve  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tlemaa  hae  aot  studied  it.    I  am  not 
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surprised  at  this,  because  the  time  that 
has  elapsed  since  it  was  laid  before  the 
House  has  been  so  short.  That  being 
so,  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  within  a 
very  brief  compass,  if  the  House  will 
kibdiy  grant  me  its  iudulgmce.  I  wish 
to  support,  as  far  as  I  can,  every  word 
which  fell  Jrom  the  Attorney  General, 
and  with  great  respect,  but  at  the  same 
time  with  perfisot  oonviction,  to  contest 
every  word  which  has  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition.  I  think  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  the  House  that,  in  support  of  my 
assertion,  I  can  call  to  witness  acts  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  and 
very  recent  acts.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  advised  me  to  avoid  basing 
the  action  of  the  Government  upon  what 
he  calls  the  high  doctrine,  that  the 
proper  interpretation  of  the  Statute  is 
the  one  placed  upon  it  by  the  Attorney 
General — namely,  that  the  Government, 
the  Crown,  and  the  Ministers  of  the 
Grown,  have  the  undoubted  right  to  de- 
clare war,  to  initiate  hostile  proceedings, 
without  the  prior  sanction  of  Parliament, 
whether  by  the  Indian  Army  or  the 
Forces  of  the  Grown.  That  was  the 
doctrine  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  I 
believe  it  to  be  the  Constitutional  doc- 
trine. In  the  case  of  making  war  by  the 
British  Porces  in  Europe,  obviously  the 
power  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  very 
great;  because,  within  almost  a  few 
hours  of  acts  which  lead  to  hostilities 
being  done,  the  Government  is  bound  to 
come  to  Parliament  for  a  Vote  of  Credit, 
and  Parliament  has  at  once  the  power 
to  arrest  proceedings  by  refusing  the 
credit.  Therefore,  there  is  no  helpl^* 
nes9  whatever  of  the  House  of  Commons 
as  far  as  hostilities  in  Europe  by  British 
Forces  are  concerned.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  House  of 
Commons  is  perfectly  helpless,  if  our 
contention  of  the  interpretation  of  the 
Statute  is  right,  in  the  event  of  war 
being  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Indian 
Forces.  In  the  first  place,  I  venture  to 
deny  altogether  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons is  helpless,  even  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  right ;  because  the  very 
remarkable  illusb-ation  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  of  the  action  of 
Mr.  Eoebuek  proves  that  the  House  of 
Commons  is  not  helpless.  [An  hon. 
Membeb:  Two  years  after.]  Well,  if 
the  House  of  Commons  could,  on  the 
Motion  of  Mr.  Boebuok  two  or  three 

[TimdNisM.'] 
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years  after  the  occurrence,  when  another 
GovernmeDt  was  in  Office,  take  hostile 
action,  that  would  almo&t  have  amounted 
to  an  impeachment  of  thoservanta  of  the 
Crown  who  were  responsible  for  the 
course  pursued;  and  if  it  required  all  fhe 
power  and  influence  of  Sir  Kobert  Peel 
to  restrain  the  House  of  Commons  from 
taking  that  action,  how  can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  contend  that  the  House 
of  Commons  is  perfectly  helxiless  with  re- 
gard to  the  present  Burmese  War,  ^ther 
as  regards  censuring  the  Government, 
evacuating  the  country,  or  sanctioning 
the  payment  of  the  expMises  of  the  war 
out  of  the  Revenues  of  this  country? 
Tlie  House  of  Commons  can  censure 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  if  it  should 
be  of  opinion  that  its  action  in  this  mat- 
ter has  been  immoral  or  wicked,  and  it 
can  evacuate  the  country  and  replace 
King  Theebaw  on  his  Throno.  The 
House  of  Commons  can  direct  that  the 
Kevenue  of  this  country  should  bear  the 
charge,  and  not  tho  Indian  Eevenuo. 
There  is  only  one  thing  which  the  House 
of  Commons  cannot  do.  It  cannot  go 
back  upon  the  action  which  the  Crown, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  Prerogative  on  the 
rospondbility  of  the  Advisers  of  the 
Crown,  has  committed.  It  cannot  pre- 
vent the  expenditure  from  having  been 
incurred.  \^Laught0r.'\  Hon.  Qentlemen 
who  laugh  do  not  understand  my  con- 
tention, and  I  do  not  think  they  wiU 
laugh  so  loudly  when  they  find  that  the 
very  action  I  am  contending  for  is  within 
the  power  of  the  Crown  ;  and  the  action 
which,  as  I  am  contending,  is  within 
the  power  of  the  Grown  was  actually 
performed  by  the  rigbt  hou.  Gentleman 
in  the  late  Government.  The  contention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  that  it  is 
not  enough  that  Parliament  should  be 
able  to  say  afterwards  whether  Indian 
Bevenue  should  be  expended  or  not. 
That,  he  says,  is  not  the  construction 
of  the  Statute;  the  construction  of  the 
Statute  is,  tJbiat  the  Qoremment  intend- 
ing to  spend  Indian  Bevenue  or  British 
Bevenuemnet  obtain  the  consent  of  Par- 
liament before  a  single  shillingof  Indian 
Bevenuo  can  be  expended.  Now,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  construction  has 
never  been  adopted  by  any  Government, 
Conservative  or  Liberal.  I  take  the 
case  of  the  third  China  War  of  1859; 
and  I  am  under  the  impression  that  at 
that  time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
a  seat  in  the  Government.   I  find  that 
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the  order  for  Indian  troops  to  fake  put 
in  that  war  was  issued  in  SeptemWi 
1869  ;  and,  of  course,  the  cost  of  iia 
Expedition  from  India  was  defrayed  out 
of  Indian  Bevenue.  More  than  tluit, 
although  certuB  portions  of  the  extra* 
ordinary  charge  were  paid  out  of  Im- 
perial Bevenue,  the  ordinary  cha^e 
was  paid  out  of  Indian  Bevoiue.  lha 
expenditure  began  in  September,  1$59, 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  V8>  ft 
Member  of  the  Govwnment,  and  no 
Vote  of  Credit  was  taken  from  the 
House  of  Commons  till  March  16, 1860 
— five  months  after  the  oommencemeat 
of  the  war.  Now,  why  do  n.othon.Gra- 
tlemen  opposite  laugh  ?  However,  I  am 
not  going  to  rest  on  1859,  the  evil  days 
before  the  great  Beform  Bill,  when  thfi 
majesty  of  the  people  was  not  re|»re- 
sented  in  this  House.  So  I  will  take 
another  case— that  of  the  Abyssiniaa 
War.  The  order  for  Indian  troops  to 
lake  part  in  that  war  was  issued  from 
this  country  in  August,  1867,  a  Conser- 
vative Goverament  being  then  in  Office; 
and  the  Besolution  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  Indian  Bevenue  towards  the 
expenses  of  tliat  war  was  not  brought 
before  the  House  of  Commons  till  No- 
vember 28,  1867 — four  months  after- 
wards. Therefore,  the  GonservatiTfl 
record  is  a  little  bettor  than  the  Liberal 
record.  Then  I  oome  to  the  Afgbaa 
War  of  1878.  An  order  went  for  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  on  Novem- 
ber 21,  1878,  and  the  Besolution  amo- 
tioning  the  payment  of  the  expenses  out 
of  Indian  Bevenue  was  brought  forward 
in  December,  1878— the  Qovernoient,  if 
I  recollect  aright,  summoning  a  special 
Autumn  Session  of  Parliament  to  sane* 
tion  that  war.  Now,  Sir,  I  oomo  to  ths 
recent  Administration  of  the  right  hoii< 
Gentleman.  It  was  the  unhappy  lot  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  conduct 
more  than  one  "military  operation;" 
and  in  one  of  these  "military  opera- 
tions "  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
Colleagues  very  properly  decided  that 
Indian  troops  should  bear  a  useful  part, 
and  that  in  the  security  and  indepeod- 
eace  of  Egypt  the  interestsoflndiawere 
very  closely  concerned.  So  Indian  troops 
were  ordered  to  take  part  in  the  Bgyp* 
tian  Expedition  of  1882.  Orders  were 
sent  from  the  India  Office  on  July  24 ; 
and  here  I  will  admit  that  the  Govem- 
ment  acted  with  immense  promptitude, 
and  only  the  most  microscopio  critwisia 
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winch  ingenuity  cotild  deviae  oan  be 
passed  upon  their  condnot ;  bnt,  never- 
theless, they  broke  the  law.  [A  laugh.'] 
I  am  not  contending  that  they  broke  the 
law;  I  am  contending  that  the  right 
hoo.  Gentleman  opposite  contends  that 
they  broke  the  law.  Well,  ordera  had 
bsen  sent  on  the  24th  of  Jnly,  prepara< 
tiCTs  for  those  orders  had  been  going 
on  toT  some  days  beforehand,  and  con- 
siderable expenditure  had  actually  been 
incurred  in  India ;  but  the  sanction  of 
Fnrliament  was  not  taken  till  the  27th 
of  July.  [Mr.  Gladstonb:  Hear,  hear !] 
What  about  the  contention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ?  How  about  the  help- 
lessness of  Parliament  ?  The  money 
had  been  spent  in  India,  and  Fu-lia- 
ment  was  utterly  helpless  to  prevent  its 
being  60  spent.  What,  then,  is  the  con- 
tention of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ? 
Either  it  is  that  the  prior  sanction  of 
Parliament  must  be  obtained  before  a 
single  shilling  is  expended — 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  "Befbre  a  single 
shilling  is  expended  "  are  not  my  words 
at  dl.  I  know  too  well  the  uniform 
practice  to  which  the  British  Yotee  and 
every  other  Vote  is  subject. 

LoBD  EANDOIiPH  CHUBOHILL : 
I  heg   the    right  hon.  Gentleman's 
pardon.    I  understood  him  to  argue 
UUdem  verhii  from  his  contention  of 
1878;  and  if  he  will  refer  to  Hamard 
he  will  find   that  he  conetrued  the 
word   "  defray "  as  containing  and 
meaning  the  issue  of  money ;  and  for 
the  issue  of  money  he  contended  that 
the  prior  sanction  of  Farliament  was 
necessary.    But  there  I  admit  that  only 
sveryfine-drawneriticismcan  bebronght 
to  bear  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
should  not  have  thought  of  making  such 
a  eritioism  had  it  not  been  for  the  tre- 
meadoasW  high-flown  doctrine  which 
theri^hon.  Gentleman  laid  down.  It 
is  obvious  that  the  period  of  time,  small 
as  it  was— 'three  days— was  a  fatal  flaw 
in  the  virtue  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Howsrer,  I  come  to  a  case  far  more 
glaring,  which  utterly  destroys  the  posi- 
tion teiktm.  up  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman.  I  come  to  the  second  Egyptian 
War— the  Suakin  Expedition — and  there 
I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  from  the 
India  Office  exactly  the  amount  of  money 
which  was  spent  before  Pariiament  was 
asked  to  vote  one  shilling.    Orders  were 
B«)t  from  the  India  Office  for  Indian 
towpa  to  go  to  Snakift  on  the  8th  of 


Pebruary,  1885,  and  the  sanction  of 
Parliament  in  the  form  of  a  Besolution 
was  not  demanded  until  the  6th  of  March 
— a  whole  month  nearly.  What  becomes 
of  the  prior  sanction  of  Parliament  now  ? 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  care 
to  know — because,  of  course,  his  atten- 
tion was  BO  taken  up  with  the  general 
conduct  of  the  Government  that  pro- 
bably he  does  not  know  the  details  of  the 
expenditure  connected  with  Egypt — 
£350,000  of  Indian  money  was  disbursed 
before  the  sanction  of  Parliament  autho- 
rized the  expenditure.  It  was  expended 
between  the  8th  of  Februaiy  and  the 
5th  of  March.  Now,  see  to  what  lengths 
the  Expedition  had  gone  before  the 
sanction  of  Parliament  was  obtained. 
The  whole  force  had  been  embarked, 
and  was  aboard  the  transport.  They 
could  not  possibly  have  prevented  that 
force  from  being  embarked,  nor  the 
transport  being  engaged.  A  transport 
had  been  engaged;  troops  had  been 
embarked;  9,000  camp  followers  had 
been  eng^ed ;  5,500  camels  had  been 
purchased  between  the  date  when 
the  Government  was  first  instmoted  to 
prepare  for  the  deroatch  of  a  force—* 
namely,  the  8th  of  February — and  the 
date  that  Parliament  was  informed  ;  in 
addition  to  which  large  liabiHties  were 
incurred  by  the  Government  of  India  for 
contracts  for  transports,  although  the 
actual  payment  did  not,  perhaps,  fall  to 
be  made  on  the  instant.  Now,  observe, 
I  doubt  very  much  whether  the  Burmese 
War  up  to  the  present  moment  has  coat 
£360,000,  well  within  the  margin  of  the 
right  hon.  Geutleman.  I  ask  the  Houso 
after  such  habitual  practice  of  Liberal 
and  Conservative  Governments  with  re- 
gard to  wars  in  which  Indian  troops  took 
part — and  there  is  not  a  single  instance 
on  record  in  which  the  prior  sanction  of 
Parliament  has  been  asked— I  ask  tho 
House  how  it  could  really  now  be  con- 
tended that  that  is  the  meaning  of  the 
Statute,  and  that  the  Statute  is  absolutely 
worthless,  and  that,  in  the  words  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  it  "must  have 
been  drawn  by  idiots,"  unices  it  bears 
that  meaning  ?  Obviously,  Sir,  the  per- 
sons who  drew  the  clause  in  question 
were  under  the  wing  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself.  I  am  not  saying 
that  in  the  least  degree  in  a  jeering 
way.  I  think  it  is  a  most  valuable 
clause,  one  which  does  bring  the  Govern- 
ment under  Ifhe  control  of  Fariiamont ; 

[ThirA  Night.'] 


Digitized  by 


347 


Addtetttn 


{C0UM0N8}  AnitctrtoMn-  348 


but  which,  at  the  eame  time,  does  not 
fetter  the  initiative  of  aotion  on  which 
the  Eof^lish  OoTernment,  and  far  more 
the  Indian.  Government,  must  depend. 
I  contend,  therefore,  that  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  Statute  is  this— that  the 
Indian  GoTemment,  acting  under  the 
instniction  of  the  Advisers  m  the  Grown, 
can  undoubtedly  declare  war,  and  can 
use  the  Indian  Bevraue  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  declaration  of  war,  if  Indian 
troops  are  employed  in  such  war,  must 
be  oommunioated  to  Parliament  within 
three  months,  if  Parliament  is  sitting ; 
and  if  Parliament  is  not  sitting,  within 
a  month  after  it  meets.  That  is  un- 
doubtedly within  the  power  of  the  In- 
dian Government ;  on  that  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Statute  they  have  invariably 
acted,  and  on  that  they  are  acting  now. 
As  I  said  before,  the  object  of  the 
Statute  is  to  prevent  the  Crown  using 
the  Indian  Bevenues  without  the  con- 
sent of  Parliament  for  carrying  on  war- 
like operations,  and  that  the  House  of 
Oommons  can  do.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons can  arrest  the  whole  of  the  mili- 
tary operations  in  Bormah.  It  can  order 
the  immediate  evacuation  of  the  country 
and  the  restoration  of  King  Theebaw ;  it 
can  order  the  payment  of  any  indemnity 
almost  that  the  Hoase  of  Commons 
chooses,  in  case,  in  its  philanthropy,  it 
should  determine  that  that  benevolent 
Monarch  has  been  wronged.  That  is 
the  power  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
and  I  cannot  see  how  that  great  power 
can  be  reconciled  with  the  expressions 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  threw 
his  hands  up  to  Heaven  and  talked  about 
the  utter  helplessness  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  would  not  have  taken  part 
in  this  debate,  after  what  has  fallen  &om 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  extraordinary  contention  he 
has  raised.  I  do  hold  that  I  have  shown 
to  the  House  that  by  the  reasonable 
construction  of  the  Statute  and  by  the 
invariable  praotioe  the  Oovermnent  have 
acted  within  their  legal  and  just  rights. 
I  shall  be  prepared,  when  the  proper 
time  arrives,  to  defend  the  action  of  the 
Government  upon  that  suhjeot.  But  I 
do  believe  that  in  the  position  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  fill  I  should  be 
utterly  false  to  all  that  ia  absolutely 
essential  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  my  Office,  and  the  immense  responsi- 
bility that  must  ultimately  repose  on 
tiie  Indian  Secretary,  if  I  had  not  at 


once  contested  the  doctrine  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — a  doctrine  which  I 
venture  to  say  might,  in  the  future,  if 
accepted  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  ratiGed  by  Parliament,  bring  utter 
ruin  on  the  Indian  Government.  I  viU 
not  further  detain  the  House  to-night 
At  the  first  opportunity  which  will  be 
most  oonvenient  to  the  House  I  wilt  be 
pr^ared  to  move  the  formal  Resolntioa 
sanctioning  the  Burmese  War  and  an- 
nexation. I  have  no  doubt  whatever  as 
to  what  the  verdict  of  the  House  of 
Oommons  on  that  issue  will  be.  If  I 
could  bring  it  on  to-morrow  I  would  be 
delighted  to  do  so;  because,  I  will  own, 
I  am  more  than  proud  to  have  had  the 
responsibility  of  recommending  to  mj 
Colleagues  the  action  which  has  been 
taken  in  regard  to  Burmah ;  and  I  am 
proud  of  belonging  to  a  Government 
which  has  added  to  the  Dominions  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  enterprize  of  British 
commerce,  and  which  has  added  to  the 
area  of  civilization  and  of  progress  bo 
vast  and  sn  valuable  a  possession. 

Mr.  hunter  said,  that  in  response  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gtootls- 
man  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Ur. 
Gladstone),  and  oongideriog  that  the 
main  issues  on  this  question  must  come 
up  for  discussion  at  another  time,  he 
would  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
AGRICULTURAL  DEPRESSION. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BABGLAT,  in  rising  to 
move,  as  an  Amendment,  after  the  word 
"  Agriculture,"  in  the  11th  paragraph, 

of  the  words — 

"  And  humbly  to  represent  the  presung  ne- 
cesBity  for  securing  without  delay  to  the  cnlti- 
vators  of  the  soil  such  conditioDS  of  tenure  as 
Trill  aid  and  encourage  them  to  meet  the  new 
and  trying  circunutaQcea  in  which  Um  Agri- 
culture of  the  Coantry  is  placed," 

apologized  for  introducing  the  qumtion 
at  this  stage  on  the  ground  of  its  urgency 
and  importance,  and  the  small  prospect 
there  was  of  finding  an  opportunity  for 
some  months  to  come  of  discussing  the 
subject  of  agricultural  reforms.  This 
question  of  Land  Heform  was  discussed 
during  the  General  Election  as  one  of 
the  most  urgent  questions  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Parliament.  It  was  true 
that  now  Parliamentary  exigencies  had 
brought  the  Irish  Question  to  the  fore- 
most consideration  of  ParUament;  but 
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the  GoTemment  had  made'  no  propoei- 1 
tion  to  deal  with  the  question,  and  mean- 
time he  thought  the  time  of  the  House 
could  not  be  better  employed  than  in 
coDsidering  whether  any  measure  might 
be  introduced  to  relieve,  so  far  as  legis- 
lation could  do  so,  the  present  condition 
of  the  agricultural  industry.  In  discuss- 
ing the  question  he  would  assure  the 
House  that  he  had  no  hostility  to  the 
landlords  as  a  class.   Few  of  them  were 
free  to  manage  their  estates  as  tbey 
thought  proper,  evea  if  tbey  had  the 
inclination  to  do  so;  and  he  was  pur- 
snaded  that  if  they  knew  their  own  in- 
terest they  wonld  as  eagerly  support  the 
reforms  he  intended  to  urge  as  the  cul- 
tivators of  the  land  themselves.  No  one 
doubted  the  existence  of  agricultural 
depression.    The  Government  referred 
to  the  subject  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  and,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  in  a 
very  hopeless  manner.    They  did  not 
make  auy  suggestion  whatever  of  any 
remedy.    Unfortunately,  the  Govern- 
ment confessed  themselves  as  incompe- 
tent and  impotent  to  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion as  with  the  Irish  difficulty.  The 
agricultural  depression  was  keenly  felt 
by  all  classes.  If  it  were  of  a  temporary 
nature  they  would  endeavour  to  bear  it 
as  cheerfully  as  possible,  encouraged  by 
the  hope  of  better  times ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, it  had  assumed  a  permanent  cha- 
racter.  In  former  times,  if  the  crop  was 
deficient  in  this  country,  the  farmer  was 
to  some  extent  compensated  by  receiv- 
ing a  higher  price  fur  his  produce.  But 
for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  although 
the  seasons  had  been  bad,  the  price  of 
wheat  had  been  falling ;  and  within  the 
last  18  months  or  two  years  the  price  of 
live  stock  had  fallen  somewhere  about 
30  per  cent.   During  the  last  seven  or 
eight  years  the  development  of  the  rail- 
way system  bad  opened  up  the  great 
wheat-producing  oentres  of  India  and 
America;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
coat  of  transit  by  sea  had  beoi  very 
largely  decreased.  The  competition  with 
the  foreign  producw  had  now  reached 
an  acute  st^e ;  and  he  was  convinced 
that,  under  uie  present  conditions  on 
which  they  held  their  lands,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  farmers  of  this  coun- 
try to  maintain  the  competition.  He 
did  not  wish  to  go  into  any  elaborate 
calculation  as  to  me  relative  cost  of  pro- 
ducing wheat  in  India  and  America  and 
this  country ;  bttt  la  America  the  farmer 


held  his  land  at  almost  a  nominal  price. 
Theprioe  of  land  in  the  wheat  centres  was 
not,  perhaps,  more  than  5<.  an  acre  in 
fee  simple,  while  nearer  the  centres  of 
shipment  the  price  would  not,  perhaps, 
be  more  than  50«.  an  acre.  The  farmer 
worked  his  land  himself;  and  though 
the  wages  of  labour  might  be  higher, 
the  cost  of  producing  an  acre  of  wheat 
was  Itiss  than  in  this  country.  A  great 
advantage  enjoyed  by  the  American 
farmer  was  that  he  could  cultivate  his 
land  as  he  pleased.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  British  farmer  had  to  pay  for  his 
laud  a  very  considerable  rent.  He  could 
not  grow  such  crops  as  he  pleased,  and 
in  many  oases  he  could  not  dispose  of  his 
crops  in  the  most  advantageous  manner. 
Then,  if  he  intended  to  develop  the  re- 
sources of  the  soil,  he  had  no  security  for 
his  capital.  How,  then,  was  it  possible 
for  the  competition  of  the  British  farmer 
to  go  on  ?  Would  it  be  possible  for  their 
manufactures  to  prosper  if  tho  manu- 
facturers were  obliged  to  carry  on  their 
business  under  similar  conditions  to 
those  of  tho  farmers?  Of  course,  he 
should  be  referred  to  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Act  passed  by  the  last  Go- 
vernment; but  that  Aot,  as  he  hod 
pointed  out  at  the  time,  had  been  a  de- 
lusion end  a  snare.  There  had  been 
two  or  three  years'  experience  of  it,  and 
there  was  a  general  consensus  of  opi- 
nion in  England  and  Scotland  that  it 
failed  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case. 
Farmers  thought  it  safer  to  abstain  from 
making  claims  imder  the  Act,  and  to 
allow  matters  to  go  on  as  before,  than  to 
attempt  to  avail  themselves  of  its  pro- 
visions. One  obstacle  to  their  doing  so 
was  the  clause  which  provided  that 
tenants  should  not  be  compensated  for 
any  improvements  that  wwe  due  to  the 
inherent  capabilities  of  the  soil.  That 
was  a  very  elastic  phrase,  which  skilful 
arbitrators  made  to  cover  any  improve- 
ment. Again,  tenants  under  leases  were 
estopped  by  heavy  penalties,  which  might 
quadruple  the  rmt,  for  varying  the  rota- 
tion of  crops.  Under  the  clause  which 
enabled  landlotrdsto  make  counter-cdaims 
for  compensation,  landlords  had  turned 
to  account  unsuspected  terms  in  the 
leases,  and  in  some  cases  had  succeeded 
in  claiming  much  more  than  the  tenants. 
In  the  face  of  such  facts,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  regard  the  Act  as  meeting  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  The  great  ob- 
jeet  to  be  aimed  at  was  to  stimulate 
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tenants  to  make  improveiueats  by  Becur- 
ing  to  them  the  advantages  derived  from 
them,  and  the  Act  altogether  failed  to 
do  that.  With  the  foreign  competition, 
the  deoreased  cost  of  transport,  and 
other  causea,  the  natural  protection  of 
the  British  farmer  had  been  reduced  by 
one-half  in  20  ^ears.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  if  the  British  farmera  had  fair  rents, 
freedom  to  make  the  m(»toutoftheirland, 
and  security  for  their  capital,  they  would 
be  able  to  maintain  their  position  against 
farmers  in  any  part  of  the  world.  The 
British  farmer  had,  in  his  proximity  to 
markets,  a  natural  protection  equal  to 
not  less  than  40<.  per  acre  ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  best  markets  in  the 
world.  He  held  that  they  ought  to  bo 
able  to  bold  their  position  against 
farmers  in  any  other  country,  provided 
they  had  fair  conditions  of  tenure. 
An  illustration  of  what  might  happen 
in  this  country  had  been  furnished 
by  the  experience  of  America.  Some 
30  years  ago,  when  the  wheat  fields 
in  the  Central  States  of  America  were 
opened  up  by  the  railway,  and  wheat 
from  there  was  delivered  in  the  Eastern 
States  at  a  price  at  which  it  could 
not  be  produced  in  these  latter  States, 
it  was  supposed  that  the  land  in  the 
Eastern  States  would  become  practi- 
cally valueless,  and  no  doubt  there  was 
a  great  amount  of  depression  among 
the  farmers  for  some  time ;  but  in 
almost  every  case  in  the  Eastern  States 
the  farmers  owned  their  own  land,  and 
had  free  scope.  So,  in  a  short  time,  those 
farmers  turned  their  attention  to  dairy 
farming,  to  poultry  rearing,  and  the 
produce  of  vegetables  and  fruit ;  and 
the  consequence  was  that  the  State  of 
New  York  was  now  yielding  from  two 
to  three  times  the  value  of  agricultural 
produce  which  it  did  20  years  ago.  Bri- 
tish farmers  Tanted  the  same  freedom 
that  had  enabled  the  fanners  of  the 
Eastern  States  to  meet  their  difficulties. 
Of  dairy  produce,  poultry,  vegetables, 
and  fruit  we  imported  not  less  than 
£20,000,000  worth  annually.  He  did 
not  say  that  all  that  could  be  produced 
in  this  country ;  but  a  very  large  pro- 
portion could,  if  the  farmers  had  freedom 
to  cultivate  as  they  chose.  Moreover, 
there  would  be  a  great  development  in 
the  consumption  of  those  articles  if  they 
were  supplied  in  the  large  towns  at  a 
reasonable  price.  That  was  the  ex- 
ample they  had  from  the  Eastern  States 
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of  America.  He  did  not  say  that  legis- 
lation could  do  everything  to  relieve  the 
existing  agricultural  depression.  The 
farmers  must  do  much  for  themselves; 
but  before  they  could  be  called  upoa 
to  act  for  themselves  they  must  have 
freedom  of  action;  they  must  have  se- 
curity of  capital;  and  th^  must  have 
the  raw  material — the  land— at  a  mode* 
rate  price.  He  submitted  that  Farlia- 
ment  ought  to  secure  to  the  man  who 
cultivated  the  land  a  fair  rent,  and  also 
such  freedom  and  conditions  of  cultiva- 
tion as  would  enable  him  to  make  the 
most  of  the  land.  He  should,  at  the 
same  time,  have  security  of  capital,  so 
that  he  might  be  fullj  satisfied  in  his 
own  mind  that  when  he  invested  his 
capital  in  the  soil  of  the  country  he 
would  have  the  right  to  reap  the  foil 
fruits  of  his  industry,  capital,  and  skill. 
These  were  the  changes  which,  in  his 
opinion,  were  absolutely  necessary  for 
any  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
British  farmer.  With  such  conditions 
as  those  he  had  enumerated,  tho  farmer 
would  be  encouraged  to  put  capital  in 
the  soil ;  and  if  his  skill  and  experience 
■were  not  fettered,  as  they  were  now,  he 
could  compete  successfully  with  the 
foreign  producer.  Referring  to  the 
position  of  the  farmers  of  SooUand 
under  the  lease  system,  he  pointed  out 
that  Scottish  farms  were  held  almost 
entirely  under  the  system  of  19  years' 
leases.  Of  late  years  there  had  been  a 
great  fall  in  the  price  of  agricultural 
produce,  and  the  position  of  those 
farmers  who  entered  into  such  leases 
four  or  five  years  ago  was  a  very  serious 
one  indeed.  They  felt  it  to  be  impos- 
sible to  make  the  rent  out  of  the  land, 
owing  to  the  great  reduction  in  the  price 
of  agricultural  produce.  The  farmers 
of  Scotland  were  very  much  in  the  posi- 
tion of  a  manufacturer  who  had  con- 
tracted at  a  fixed  price  for  his  raw  mate- 
rial for  a  period  of  19  years,  and  who 
found  soon  after  that  there  was  a  reduc- 
tion of  30  or  35  per  cent  in  the  price  of 
the  manufactured  article.  The  fanners 
asked  either  that  they  should  have  a 
re-valuation  of  their  farms  by  indepen- 
dent and  competent  authorities,  or,  if 
that  was  denied,  that  the  landlords  would 
allow  them  to  leave  their  farms.  But  it 
was  said  this  would  be  an  interference 
with  contract,  and  no  doubt  it  would  be  a 
great  interference ;  but  Parliament  had 
interfered  already  when  the  necew^ 
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was  shown,  and  of  tlie  neeeasity  in  this 
ease  tliere  waa  no  doubt.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  Her  Majesty's  QoTernmettt 
would  express  some  opinion  on  this 
question  favourable  to  the  views  which 
he  had  indicated.  He  could  assure  the 
House  that  this  was  a  very  serious 
question  in  {Scotland.  Few  could  look 
forward  with  equanimity  to  ruin  such  as 
was  steadily  approaching,  the  farmers, 
and  which  would  overwhelm  them  if  the 
present  rents  were  exacted.  Much  the 
same  causes  were  in  operation  all  over 
Scotland  as  prerailed  in  the  West  High- 
lands ;  and  if  this  Constitutional  appeal 
received  no  response  from  Parliament,  a 
state  of  circumstance  would  arise  with 
vhich  it  might  be  diffloalt  to  deal.  He 
knew  that  many  fanners  were  looking 
forward  with  the  greatest  anxiety  to  see 
what  Parliament  would  do  in  the  matter. 
Of  oonrae,  he  was  aware  that  a  greatmany 
landlords  had  given  considerable  abate- 
ments of  rent.  Those  abatements,  how- 
ever, were  uneatiBfactory  in  this  respect 
— ^that  although  they  might  afford  tem- 
porary relief  to  the  farmer,  they  did  not 
secure  a  future  reasonable  rent,  such  as 
was  necessary  to  induce  him  to  make  the 
exertion  necessary  to  lift  agriculture  out 
of  its  present  depressed  condition.  Some 
landlords  were  having  their  estates  re- 
valued, and  if  the  re-valuation  was  real 
and  not  a  sham,  it  was  creditable  and 
wise.  Landlords  who  made  an  impartial 
re-valnation  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
anj  proposal  of  the  tenants,  and  their 
conduct  would  not  be  interfered  with  by 
any  action  of  Parliament  such  as  he 
BQggested.  What  he  really  asked  from 
Farltament  was  to  do  what  those  wise 
and  pndent  landlords  were  doing 
for  themsdves,  in  order  to  put  their 
estates  in  a  safe  position.  In  asking  for 
the  support  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  CoIUngs),  he  said 
he  was  himself  in  favour  of  the  in- 
crease of  small  holdings ;  and  he  should 
be  prepared  to  ash  Parliament,  at  the 
proper  time,  to  co-operate  in  assist- 
ing landlords  and  tenants  to  break 
up  the  larger  forms,  in  order  to  sup- 
pij  a  large  proportion  of  the  people 
with  land  to  cultivate.  He  contended 
that  an  increase  of  small  holdings  was 
very  advisable  in  the  interests  of  the 
landlords  and  the  larger  farmers  them- 
B^Toa^*-  would  next  refer  to  the  case 
of  die  agvicaltural  labourer.  If  they 
were  to  maintain  their  position  in  farm- 
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ing  a  much  larger  amount  of  labour 
must  be  employed  on  the  soil.  In  Scot- 
land the  married  ploughmen  with  their 
families  composed  a  most  exemplary 
class.  They  were  sober,  industrious, 
and  self-denying,  and  in  bringing  up 
their  children  they  sought  to  equip  them 
well  for  the  world;  but  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  the  house  accommodation  they 
had  was  not  what  it  ought  to  bo.  For 
that  the  landlord  was  responsible.  The 
farmer  llad  not  hitherto  been  in  a  posi- 
tion to  do  for  the  agricultural  labourer 
what  he  would  like  to  do ;  but  when 
the  farmer  was  made  secure  he  would 
find  it  his  interest  and  his  duty  to  pro- 
vide the  labourer,  if  not  with  the  "three 
acres  and  a  cow,"  of  which  they  had 
lately  heard  so  much,  with  at  leiast  as 
much  land  as  he  could  conveniently 
cultivate  in  his  spare  hours,  and  in 
many  oases  with  tlie  cow  also.  He  oonld 
tell  hon.  Qentlemen  opposite  that  the 
idea  of  throe  acres  and  a  cow  did  not 
seem  quite  so  impracticable  or  so  absurd 
to  the  labourers  as  it  appeared  to  be  to 
them;  and  the  extension  of  the  system 
of  giving  small  patches  of  land  to  the 
agricultural  labourers  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  would  probably  secure 
more  sx^port  for  Conservatism  than  tho 
establishment  of  a  Primrose  Habitation 
in  every  parish  throughout  the  country. 
The  question  which  he  had  brought 
forward  was  a  pressing  one.  It  might 
be  delayed— it  could  not  be  evaded  ;  and 
the  longer  it  was  delayed  the  greater 
would  be  the  suffering.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber concluded  by  moving  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Oehebal  Sib  GEOBGE  BALFOUK 
seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

By  ineerting,  after  the  word  "  Agrioultare," 
io  the  nth  paragraph, the  words  "  aod  hatnbly 
to  represent  the  pressing  necessity  for  secarine 
without  delay  to  tlie  ctutiTaton  «  thesofl  men 
conditlona  of  tenure  bs  will  aid  and  encoorage 
them  to  meet  the  new  and  trying  drcnniBtanoea 
in  which  the  Agriculture  of  the  Country  is 
placed." — (Jfr.  Barelay.) 

Question  proposed,  "Thatthose  words 

be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  mark  STEWART  said,  he  was 
not  surprised  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay)  had 
addressed  the  House  in  the  manner  he 
had  done.  He  reco^zed  among  the 
various  platitudes  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  givw  them  some  portions  of 
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those  nnmeroas  speeches  which  had  been 
faUy  recorded  in  Northern  newspapers. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  hon.  Qentle- 
man  had  adduced  any  new  matter  on  a 
very  important  subject ;  and  while 
deeply  sympathizing  with  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  he  (Mr.  Stewart)  could 
not  i^iree  with  tiie  varioas  remedies  the 
hon.  Member  proposed.  For  himself, 
he  expressed  the  gratification  he  felt,  in 
coQunon,  he  was  sure,  with  the  whole 
House,  at  the  sympathy  manifested  in  the 
gracious  8peechfrom  the  Throne  with  the 
deplorably  depressied  state  of  agriculture 
and  trade.  There  was  great  distress  in 
every  branch  of  agriculture,  and  in  none 
was  there  risible  any  symptom  of  re- 
Tival.  The  dairying  department,  which 
had  long  striven  to  meet  in  some  degree 
the  difficulties  of  the  times,  was  now 
suffering  soTerely  from  the  recent  fall  of 
prices.  Representing,  as  he  did,  a 
purely  agricultural  county,  he  could 
state  that  occupiers  of  land  who  had 
hitherto  braved  that  disastrous  period 
ootdd  no  longer  rely  on  that  sjrstem 
to  pay  their  rent  If  agrioultoro,  the 
greatest  indaatry  of  the  British  Isles, 
suffered,  the  whole  countty  must  suffer 
with  it,  and  the  well-being  of  vast  num- 
bers of  people  who  were  totally  unfitted 
for  any  other  employment  or  vocation  in 
life  was  at  stake.  He  had  not  perceived 
that  much  commiserationhadbeen  shown 
by  hon.  Members  opposite  for  the  hard- 
ships existing  among  the  county  consti- 
tuencies which  they  were  so  anxious  to 
represent.  Even  in  the  Manifesto  and 
the  speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  the 
nofortimate  condition  of  agriculture  was 
wholly  ignored.  It  was  not  fair  to  taunt 
the  landlords  with  taking  as  much  as 
they  oould  get ;  because  the  tenants  had 
held  their  farms,  as  a  general  rule, 
during  prosperous  times,  and  had  made 
their  money  out  of  the  land.  The  him. 
Member  had  alladed  to  the  state  of  Ire- 
land ;  but  that  was  not  a  very  happy 
illustration,  for  they  heard  anything  but 

Cring  accounts  of  the  worlung  of  the 
d  Act,  fixity  of  tenure,  and  fair  rent. 
These  were  matters  to  he  settled,  not 
merely  by  debates  in  the  House,  but  by 
practical  observation.  It  had  been  sug- 
gested that  the  system  of  yearly  valua- 
tion by  the  Fiars  Courts  in  Scotland 
might  be  extended  to  the  rents  of  farms ; 
and  he  might  point  out  that  something 
of  the  kind  already  existed  in  certain 
parts  of  the  eonntiy,  teata  being  in- ! 


creased  ox  dimizu^ed  u  the  prios  td 
wheat  rose  or  fell.  That  gave  the  ten- 
ant a  fair  ohancs  of  pikying  his  zest, 
even  though  prices  became  exceedingly 
low.  The  pnoes  of  dairy  pioduoe,  &c., 
might  also  be  taken  into  oonudeiatton, 
and  in  thai  way  some  satisfaoUon  was 
now  given  by  perpetual  abatement  of 
rent.  Landlords  were  not,  as  was  some- 
times represented,  turning  a  deaf  ear  to 
their  tenants'  grievances.  Thoae  who 
were  able  were  glviog  very  large  abate- 
ments of  rent.  Some  were  not  able  to 
do  so.  They  were  themselTse  id  lUffi- 
culties  through  no  fault  of  thetr  own. 
The  class  was,  in  his  opinion,  to  be 
judged  by  those  who  had  the  means, 
and  who  were  willing  to  distribute  that 
means.  The  hon.  Member  had  twitted 
the  Conservatives  with  believiog  and 
propagating  the  story  of  three  acres  and 
a  cow.  Well,  that  was  a  story  which 
served  the  Liberal  Party  a  good  turn 
during  the  early  part  of  the  1^  Qensrsl 
Election,  and  the  xight  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  ObAmberlun)  waited  a  long  time 
before  he  repudiated  its  authnship.  So 
long  as  it  served  the  purpose  for  whu^ 
it  was  originated,  the  three  actes  and 
the  cow  doctrine  was  held  to  be  the  pet 
child  of  the  improvement  of  the  agiiotl- 
turol  labourer's  social  condition.  Speak- 
ing as  a  landlord,  and  as  one  interested 
in  the  management  of  a  large  property, 
be  might  say  it  had  been  his  desire  and 
his  practice  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
small  farms,  although  he  knew  how 
much  the  pocket  suffered  through  the 
necessity  for  building  suitable  steadings. 
What  landlords  did  not  like  was  that 
their  land  should  be  compulsorily  seized 
at  the  option  of  some  Local  Authori^. 
He  might  also  mention  in  this  cooneo- 
tion  that  he  had  known  many  Instanoes 
where  a  labourer  who  had  a  garden  at- 
tached to  his  dwelling  allowed  a  part  of 
it  to  run  wild  rather  ihuL  cultivate  it 
Members  on  tiiat(the  Conservative}  ude 
of  the  Honse  womd  be  delighted  if  any 
way  oould  be  shown  by  whidi  tiie  agri- 
cultural labourer  could  be  provided  with 
the  necessary  capital  to  buy  his  cow, 
and  sufQcient  plant  to  farm  three  or  four 
acres  of  land.  He  would  be  the  first  to 
encourage  in  every  possible  way  that 
spirit  of  self-depondence  which  was  so 
much  to  be  desired  among  the  agricul- 
tural community.  He  trusted  they  would 
see  many  email  proprietorships  take  tiie 
jdaoe  of  some  of  the  laiaer  farms ;  but 
it  must  be  lemembexed  that  the  fonnt^ 
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tion  of  those  large  farms  had  been 
oaosed  by  the  fact  that  hitherto  it  had 
been  found  imposnble  to  make  the  small 
holdings  pay.  Even  the  la^e  farmers 
found  it  difficult  to  make  a  living  in  these 
distressful  times.  It  had  been  suggested 
that  estates  ^uld  be  re-valned,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  it  would  come  to  that 
ijf  these  bad  times  continued.  Many 
landlords  who  knew  the  impossibtlity  of 
getting  the  present  rents  would  tako  a 
reasonable  view  of  the  matter,  and  be 
satisfied  with  a  thoroughly  fair  re- 
valnatiou,  although  it  waa  no  easy  mat- 
ter in  the  present  condition  of  affairs, 
and  with  such  large  importations  of 
grain  and  meat  from  America,  to  fix 
what  a  fair  valuation  was.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Barclay)  found  feult,  to 
some  extent,  with  the  system  of  19 
years'  leases  ;  but  although  that  system 
had  not  found  much  favour  in  England, 
it  had  been  popular  in  Scotland,  and 
had  done  a  g^reat  deal  of  good  until 
theee  very  de^nressing  times  set  in.  The 
tenant  had  practical^  the  entire  control 
of  the  land  for  the  19  years;  and 
although  the  landlord  reserved  certain 
ecmditional  powers,  he  had  never  known 
a  case  in  which  they  had  been  exercised. 
In  oondusion,  he  expressed  his  disap- 
pointment wiUi  the  working  of  the  Arbi- 
tration or  Beferee  Clause  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Holdings  Act.  There  was  no  sort 
of  confidence  in  it,  and  it  ought  to  be 
amended.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
would  not  deem  it  hecessary  to  move  his 
Amendment  to  Her  Majesty's  Most 
Oraoious  Speech. 

Gbkebal  Sib  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
said,  he  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  Amendment  of  his  boo.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Forfarshire.  The  hon. 
Member  who  had  spoken  last  had  con> 
fined  himself  to  deprecating  the  remedies 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire 
had  soj^^ted,  and  had  refruned  from 
giving  the  House  the  benefit  of  his  own 
knowledge  uid  experience,  as  he  nught 
very  ww  have  done.  It  would  have 
been  oeefhl,  as  well  as  interesting,  to 
have  heard  the  results  from  the  10,000 
cows  kept  by  the  Pairy  Company  of 
whidi  the  hon.  Member  was  Chairman. 
The  remark  had  been  made  that  there 
waa  groat  difficulty  in  saying  what  the 
causee  of  the  existing  depression  really 
were.  He  would  mention  one  cause. 
He  believed  that  most  of  the  land- 
lords had  the  welfare  of  the  farmers 


at  heart ;  but  he  said  distinctly  that  one 
of  the  groat  causes  of  the  evil  was  the 
inability  of  the  farmers  to  pay  their 
rent.  In  1866  the  farm  rentals  of  Eng- 
land, Walee,  and  Scotland  amounted 
to  £46,000,000  per  annum,  and  since 
that  time  ikey  had  gone  on  increasing 
till  they  reached  a  sum  of  no  less  than. 
£58,000,000.  In  this  way  £12,000,000 
of  rental  had  been  added  to  the  farmers* 
bnrdens  since  1855.  That  fact  pointed 
to  one  way  by  which  the  farmers  could 
be  relieved;  if  they  would  bring  back 
the  rentals  of  1 855  they  would  in  some 
degree  enable  the  farmers  to  pay  rents. 
It  was  far  from  his  desire  to  advocate 
the  ruin  or  unjust  spoliation  of  land- 
lords, because  he  well  knew  that  no 
class  could  bo  injured  without  injuring 
all  classes.  His  object  was  to  enable 
landlords,  farmers,  and  labourers  to 
live.  But  whilst  landlords  had  had 
high  rents,  farmers  had  suffered.  He 
believed  that  the  £400,000,000  of 
capital  necepsary  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  land  by  the  farmers  had  been  nearly 
exhausted;  but,  neverthelMs,  he  had 
great  hopm  that  if  only  Parliament 
would  give  security  to  the  farmers  they 
would  be  able  to  find  capital  wherewith 
to  carry  on  advantageously  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  country.  It  was  essential 
that  the  fanning  should  be  so  improved 
as  to  yield  more  produce  to  meet  the 
high  rente ;  but  if  the  present  system 
of  poor  cultivation  were  continued  the 
tenants  would  disappear,  and  the  fields 
already  out  of  heart  from  insufficient  ma- 
nuring would  be  still  further  destroyed. 
Abatements  of  rent  were  only  partial  re- 
medies, andtheremustbesomethingmore 
substantial.  As  to  the  labourers,  he  might 
say  that  in  his  part  of  the  countiy  the^ 
had  shown  a  surprising  degree  of  intelli- 
gence. Their  dwellings,  however,  were 
quite  insufficient  for  their  comfort ;  and 
unless  Parliament  enabled  the  farmers 
to  provide  the  necessary  cottages  they 
must  look  forward  to  still  greater  evils 
iu  the  country.  He  advocated  the  con- 
clusions of  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Barclay),  and  maintained  that  if  no 
remedy  were  devised  evils  might  occur 
the  same  as  in  Ireland.  He  urged  that 
information  should  be  obtained  and  pub- 
lished as  to  the  value  of  the  produce 
that  was  raised  on  the  soil.  As  to  the 
question  of  small  farms,  he  had  the  con- 
viction that  small  farms  would  be  more 
Buocessful  and  would  pay  better  than 
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laige  onea.  He  etrongly  urged  tiiat  tiie 
landlords  should  have  more  regard  for 
the  old  farmers.  Many  farmen  had 
gone  away  mined,  and  their  place  had 
been  taken  by  younger  men  by  no 
means  so  well  qutUified  to  till  the  land  as 
the  old  farmera. 

OoLOKEL  BEOOKFIELD  said,  he  was 
quite  ready  to  second  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Kinoardineshire 
(General  Sir  George  Balfour)  in  advo- 
cating any  moderate  measures  for  the 
welfare  <n  agrioulture  in  general ;  but  it 
was  not  ri^t  tiiatthe  impression  should 
get  abroad  that  agricultural  depression 
was  confined  to  one  part  of  the  Kingdom 
only.  Those  who,  like  himself,  repre- 
sented  essentially  agricoltund  oonsti* 
tueneios  in  the  South  of  Engluid  were 
more  altTe  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
represented  more  persons  directly  inte- 
rested in  agriculture  than  even  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member.  The  object  of  the 
present  debate,  he  thought,  was  liable 
to  be  lost  sight  of,  especiedly  by  new 
Members.  That  object  was  to  send  a 
loyal  Address  to  Her  Majesty  in  reply 
to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  and  he 
did  not  believe  that  any  particular  agri- 
cultural interest  would  be  advanced  by 
further  delaying  the  adoption  of  the 
Address.  It  was  true  that  affairs  had 
reached  a  desperate  pass  ;  but  when  the 
time  came  for  disonssine  the  grievances 
of  agrioulturisto  it  would  be  found  that 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  matter 
fOTmed  a  much  stronger  Party  than 
those  who  occupied  the  very  sparsely 
filled  Benches  that  ovwing.  Speaking 
for  the  part  of  the  oonntry  which  he  re- 
preeented,  he  must  say  that  one  of  the 
most  essential  measnres  which  they 
looked  forward  to  was  the  revision  of 
the  present  system  of  local  taxation.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Kincardineshire 
avoided  the  general  cant  of  the  day,  and 
admitted  that  it  would  be  desirable  that 
rents  should  be  as  high  as  in  1855.  It 
WM  for  the  interest  of  all  that  we  should 
have  good  rents,  good  prices,  and  good 
wages.  There  were  some  who  seemed 
to  grudge  that  their  landlords  should 
get  good  rents;  but  these  gentlemen 
praotieally  ignored  the  labourers  as  well 
as  l^e  landlordfl,  uid  only  thought  of 
the  tenants,  wiA  whena  they  happened 
ftw.  the  moment  to  be  identified.  But 
&ie  progress  of  denuxvaoy  was  so  rapid 
—["Hear,  hear!"]— that  Gentlemen 
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who  said  "  Hear,  hear ! "  would  pro- 
bably disappear  from  the  House  alto- 
gether in  the  course  of  time,  uid  it 
might  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  pre- 
side over  a  House  of  Gommons  entirely 
composed  of  agricultural  labourers ;  but 
SB  they  advanced  in  that  direction  they 
would  sooner  or  later  have  to  consider 
whether  they  would  not  impose  retalia- 
tory tariffs.  The  tendency  of  thought 
in  all  classes  of  society  was,  he  observed, 
moving  in  that  way.  Our  present  com- 
mercial polity  was  more  or  less  suicidal. 
[Cr«»  o/" "  No ! "]  Well,  he  spoke  his 
own  opinion,  and  he  believed  they  maat 
sooner  or  later  cease  the  custom  of  giv- 
ing to  foreign  countries  that  which  was 
meant  for  ourselves.  He  was  unaUeto 
support  the  Amendment;  but  he  coi^ 
dially  agreed  with  many  of  the  observa- 
tions that  fell  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Forfarshire  (Mr.  Barclay). 

Me.  ESSLEMONT  said,  two  hon. 
Members  opposite  had  sneered  at  the 
speeches  which  had  been  delivered  from 
his  side  of  the  House ;  bnt  he  could 
assure  them  that  those  speeches  repre- 
sented the  feelings  of  the  agricultural 
intoroBt  in  the  Norih,  and  that  they 
could  not  be  ignored.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  who  had  just  resmned 
his  seat  had  assured  them  that  there 
was  a  sentiment  of  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  hon.  Gentlemen  representing 
agriculture  on  the  opposite  side  towards 
bon.  Membffls  on  his  side ;  but  he  would 
point  out  that  it  was  against  the  omis- 
sion of  that  sentiment  from  Her  Ha- 
jesty's  Gfracious  Speech  that  thejr  wne 
now  protesting.  There  certainly  was 
an  allusion  to  the  depression  of  trade 
and  agriculture ;  but  he  would  tell  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  that  more 
was  wanted  than  sympathy.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  most  practical  way 
of  giving  evidence  of  sympathy  was 
by  landlords  grautiag  such  a  redaction 
of  rents  as  would  enable  the  tenant  to 
tide  over  the  prevailing  depression  until 
the  arrival  of  better  times.  He  wished 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  tell  the 
House  what  were  the  tenant  farmers 
and  crofters  to  do  who  did  not  live  under 
a  beneficent  landlord  who  had  given  a 
reduction  of  rent  ?  But  he  would  alto 
ask  whether  it  was  fair,  ot  consistent 
with  a  proper  independence  of  spirit  and 
of  action,  that  the  agricultural  interest 
should  be  placed  in  the  pomtion  of  reci- 
pients of  uie  mere  charity  of  the  land- 
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Jordfl;  and  vhethex  the  ciioumBtanoes 
w«re  »ot>  maski  as  eatitUd  them  to  mors 
than  ih«  (Aarit?  of  thoae  under  yrkom 
they  sat?   It  appeared  to  him  that 
nothing  would  bo  much  depreciate  the 
spirit  and  enterpriee  of  agriculture  as 
a  sense  of  dependence  on  the  charity  and 
beneficence  of  proprietors.    "What  the 
tenant  farmers  wished  was  that  the 
regulations  under  which  they  held  their 
farms  should  be  such  as  to  give  to  the 
proprietor  his  fair  and  equitable  rights, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  prerent  the 
possibility  of  their  hard-won  earnings 
being  confiscated.    The  present  Land 
Iaws  had  been  made  entirely  in  the 
interesta  of  .the  proprietors,  and  against 
tho  interests  of  the  tenants.   He  did  not 
blame  former  Parliaments  for  having 
passed  laws  in  their  own  interests; 
nothing  else  could  hare  been  expected, 
when  uie  a^cultural  labourers  and  the 
small  farmers  were  unrepresented ;  but 
he  would  ask  hon.  ICembers  opposite 
to  give  their  best  oonsidOTation  to  the 
present  emergencies  and  oiroumstanoes, 
and  say  candidly  whether,  under  the 
present  Laud  Laws,  a  remedy  may  be 
found  for  the  depression.  He  had  heard 
with  great  pleasure  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Oity  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell) 
the  expression  of  his  opinion  that  if  there 
were  a  fair  aud  equitable  settlement  of 
the  important  subject  of  the  Land  Laws 
a  fair  solution  of  a  great  part  of  the 
grievances  felt  in  Ireland  would  be 
arrived  at.    As  far  as  Scotland  was  oon- 
csmed,  he  was  quite  satisfied  that  ex- 
actly the  same  feeling  and  sentiment 
prevailed  there ;  and  that  if  they  were 
fortonato  enough  to  see  such  a  measure 
brought  fbrwud  as  would  be  satisfao- 
tory  and  fair  and  equitable  both  to 
tile  proprieton  and  occupiers  of  the 
land  a  lu^  amount  of  oonientment 
would  be  produced,  and  a  great  stimu- 
lus to  enterprize  and  energy  among 
the  agricultural  population  would  be 
afiorded.    An  hon.  Member  on  the  op- 
posite side  had  suggested  that  rente 
should  be  fixed  upon  fiar ;  but  he  stopped 
short  in  implying  that  the  Government 
would  give  effect  to  that  opinion.  He 
(Mr.  Esslemont)  believed  that  if  rents 
were  settled  on  the  principle  of  fiar  it 
would,  to  a  large  extent,  meet  the  pre- 
sent difficulty.    The  depression  of  prices 
had  placed  those  fanners  who  wwe 
under  leases  in  a  position  in  whidi  they 
Wfixe  uaaUe  to  pay  fhe  tentt  that  they 


had  promised.  It  was  quite  true  that 
fannant  in  Scotland  had  entonraged 
leases;  bat  he  would  remind  the  House 
that  leases  of  19  years  were  all  very 
well  when  land  for  50  years  was  in* 
creasing  in  value  at  the  rate  of  about 
1  per  cent  per  annum.  Times  were 
changed  now  ;  and  it  was  not  reasonable 
to  say  that  the  farmers  ought  to  hare 
fureeeen  the  great  factors  which  had 
recently  oome  into  play.  The  bringing 
of  food  from  all  parts  of  the  wwld  1^ 
the  reduction  of  the  cost  of  transit  was 
a  factor  in  itself  sufficient  to  have  iipset 
all  the  calcttlati(ms  formed  by  eitiier 
landlords  or  tenants.  In  the  circum- 
stances, he  appealed  to  the  Qoremment 
to  meet  the  em^ency  by  such  a  reme- 
dial measure  as  would  prevent  the 
teoant — if  he  was  obliged  to  oontinne 
his  lease — from  losing  all  his  oftpital, 
and  all  his  eateiprize  and  spirit.  They 
must  not  expect  that  the  tenant  farmers 
would  be  put  off  with  a  mere  sentiment 
of  sympathy.  He  must  earnestly  give 
it  as  his  opinion,  formed  on  long  expe- 
rience, and  with  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  agriculture  in  Scotland,  that  if  reme- 
dial measures  were  not  proposed  in  the 
present  Parliament,  a  state  of  things 
would  arise  which  would  be  disastrous 
to  the  tenant  farmers,  and  inimical  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country.  The 
tenant  farmers  and  labourers  did  not 
wish  any  measure  which  would  bring 
disaster  to  the  landlords.  An  hon. 
Msmber  opposite  had  asked  why  the 
landlord  should  not  got  a  good  rent  if 
it  was  earned,  and  there  was  nothing 
against  that ;  but  what  the  tenant 
farmers  of  Scotland  objected  to  was  the 
giving  to  the  landlord  of  a  large  rent 
which  he  had  not  earned,  uid  had  done 
nothing  to  earn,  but  whioh  the  tenant 
iiintters  and  eroften  and  labourers  had 
earned  by  their  enterprize  and  industry. 
The  country  had  been  made  rioh,  not 
by  the  landlords,  but  by  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  labourer  and  the  farmer  ; 
and  they  wanted  was  that  the  pro- 
prietor should,  by  law  and  justice^  share 
in  the  depression.  Beyond  that  the 
fanners  and  labourers  did  not  want  to 
go.  They  desired  to  deal  generously 
and  respectfully  with  the  landlords ;  but 
they  ought  not  to  be  asked  to  yield  up 
t^e  last  penny  they  had  earned  to  those 
who  had,  in  many  oases,  contributed 
nothing— ["  Oh,  oh ! "  anA«h«er»\ — ^yee ; 
and,  in  meet  oases,  very  .little  to  that 
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wealth  and  progress  which  had  been  so 
marked  during  we  last  half-centuiy. 

VisooTTHT  OBIMSTON,  in  opposing 
the  Amendment,  said*  he  vished  to  caU 
attention  to  the  question  of  leases.  They 
had  had  very  strong  eridence  of  their 
inutility  in  the  case  of  the  Sister  Islo, 
where,  only  a  short  time  ago,  a  law  was 

{)assed,  which  practically  gave  a  Id  years* 
ease,  at  what  was  then  considered  a  low 
rent,  to  large  numbers  of  agricultural 
tenants.  But  now,  from  the  language 
of  hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  it  ap- 
peared that  there  was  hardship  in  having 
to  pay  that  rent,  on  account  of  the 
prevaUiog  depression.  But  it  would 
be  a  hardship  on  a  landlord  to  give  a 
reduction  of  rent  on  leaseholds,  as  he 
got  no  proportionate  increase  of  rent  in 
prosperous  times.  Therefore,  he  Uiought 
that  leases  were  not  good  for  agricultu- 
rists. Again,  he  did  not  approve  of 
l^lislation  as  between  landlord  and 
tenant ;  for  they  all  stood  upon  the  same 
gronnd— landlord,  tenant,  and  labonrer 
— and  must  stand  or  fall  together.  It 
was  necessary  to  promote  that  good 
underslonding  and  good  feeling  which 
alone  made  a  community  prosperous 
and  happy  ;  and  he  was  convinced  that 
that  great  desideratum  could  only  be 
attained  by  friendly  action  between  the 
landlerd  and  the  tenant  and  by  their 
assisting  each  other.  In  these  hard  times 
landlords  had  reduced  rents,  tenants 
were  foregoing  a  portion  of  their  re- 
turns, and  even  the  poor  labourers  were 
receiving  a  less  wage  than  a  few  years 
ago;  but  he  was  convinced,  if  they 
hoped  for  prosperity,  they  must  not  act 
(me  against  the  other,  for  they  were  all 
an  the  same  boat,  and  would  sink  or 
swim  together.  The  I<egidature  might 
take  steps  to  aid  those  who  were  coa- 
oemed  in  agriculture  by  rdieving  the 
pressure  of  local  burdens,  like  the 
edncation  rate  and  highwav  rate.  He 
could  not  understand  why  the  landlords 
should  be  the  tmly  sufferers  from  legis- 
lative action.  If  legislation,  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  the  landlord,  were 
passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  tenant,  the 
labourer,  in  his  turn,  would  very  soon 
cry  out  against  the  farmer.  He  did  not 
approve  of  legislative  interference,  when 
satisfactory  results  might  with  more 
facility  be  arrived  at  by  mutual  arrange- 
ment. In  England,  tenants  could  mi^e 
almost  wlutt  terms  th^y  pleased  with 


landlords,  for  thxae  were  more  farms  to 
let  now  than  tenants  to  take  them.  He 
held  that  the  landlord  should  reoognize 
that  his  fortune  was  indissolubly  Iwund 
up  with  that  of  ^e  tenant  and  the 
labonrer,  and  maintained  that  the  inte- 
rests of  all  parties  would  be  best  served 
by  conductiofctheir  business  as  friends. 

Mb.  JAMES  ELLIS  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  many  of  the  remarks  that 
had  fallen  from  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting 
on  that  side  of  the  House  during  the 
course  of  the  debate,  and  he  should  sup- 
port the  Amendment  because  he  be- 
lieved that,  at  the  present  time,  the 
agricultural  question,  as  a  whole,  was 
the  greatest  question  that  could  occupy 
the  thoughts  of  the  Government.  He 
thought,  moreover,  that  the  matter  ought 
to  be  g^ven  due  prominence  in  the  rej^y 
to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  He 
would  never  have  been  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  he  should  never  have 
taken  part  in  politics  at  all,  if  it  had  not 
been  from-  the  wrongs  he  had  suffered 
as  an  agricultural  tmant.  When  he 
was  21  years  of  age  he  was  silly  enough 
to  take  a  farm  on  an  annual  tenancy. 
Thank  goodness  he  had  other  things  to 
do  besides  farming,  or  he  would  have 
been  ruined.  On  that  farm  he  planted 
trees,  mode  improvements,  and,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  built  cottages,  and  what 
was  the  result  ?  At  the  end  of  14  years 
he  received  six  months'  notice  to  quit, 
and  his  trees,  his  improvements,  and  his 
property  to  the  value  of  £800  were  taken 
from  him.  That  was  how  he  had  been 
treated ;  and  from  then  to  the  end  of  hta 
life  he  had  determined  that  he  would 
fight  on  the  side  of  the  agricultural 
tenant.  This  was  not  his  case  alone. 
It  was  the  case  of  his  ancestors,  and  the 
case  of  the  people  who  were  living  around 
him,  and  who  had  been  robbed.  His 
fathor  had  taken  a  farm  on  an  agree- 
ment that  he  should  kill  tiiose  vermin, 
the  rabbits ;  but  a  young  man  came  into 
the  property,  and  when  be  grew  up  he 
was  like  the  Israelites  in  Egypt,  he  did 
not  know  Joseph.  He  was  eaten  out  of 
the  farm ;  for  when  he  attempted  to  kill 
the  rabbits  he  was  warned  off  the  land. 
He  had  no  freedom  ;  and  until  they  had 
free  men  on  the  farms,  and  in  their  vil- 
lages, the  same  thing  would  happen. 
His  ancestors  for  ages,  on  both  sides, 
had  been  tenant  farmers.  [Xott^A^dr.J 
Did  they  think  they  would  stop  his 
spsakiiig  by  laug^ung  ?  H«  told  them 
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his  ancestors  for  ages  were  tenant  far- 
mers ;  and  although  he  was  not  a  tea- 
ant  farmer  now  himself,  he  had  got  still 
a  bit  of  land  that  he  occupied,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  say  he  lost  money  by  it.  "WTio- 
ther  the  Government  or  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  took  up  this  question  or  not, 
hon.  Members  on  the  OppoBitiou  side  of 
the  House  were  determined  to  do  bo. 
The  real  question  at  issuo  was,  whether 
the  people  who  tilled  the  land  were  not 
the  people  who  should  own  it  ?  He  should 
support  the  Amendment,  although  it  did 
not  in  every  particular  meet  his  views. 

Thh  lord  advocate  (Mr.  Mac- 
dokald)  said,  he  presumed  that  the 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
would  not  be  led  into  the  belief  that 
the  state  of  the  country  was  that  the 
landlords  were  combined  together  for  the 
purpose  of  oppression  and  behaving  un- 
fairly to  thar  tenants  at  the  present  time. 
He  presumed  that  there  was  no  relation 
of  life  in  connection  with  which  there 
were  not  to  be  found  numerous  instances 
of  gross  and  scandalous  injustice ;  but 
to  bring  up  for  purposes  of  argument, 
as  fair  specimens  of  the  state  cd  things 
in  this  country  at  the  present  time,  those 
isolated  illustrations  adduced  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  (Mr. 
James  Ellis)  was  manifestly  unfair  and 
misleading,  and,  in  fact,  reduced  a  sub- 
ject of  the  most  grave  and  serious  im- 

Srtance  to  the  level  of  the  burlesque, 
e  could  not  help  noticing  through- 
out the  debate  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion had  been  fareated  by  hon.  Hem- 
bers  who  had  spoken  on  the  oppo- 
edte  side  as  if  the  whole  depression  at 
present  oppresring  this  oountiy  related 
to  (Mrricnltnre  alone.  All  womd  agree, 
on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  a  time  of 
great  depression  in  all  classes  and  posi- 
tions of  life ;  and  when  hon.  Gentlemen 
considered  the  matter  with  care,  they 
would  come  to  the  certain  conclusion 
that  they  never  could  have  a  long  and 
severe  agricultural  depression  in  a  coun- 
try like  ours  without  that  depression 
spreading  its  wave  of  misery  beyond 
those  who  cultivated  the  soil.  Theycould 
not  possibly  impose  upon  the  landlords 
of  this  countiT  more  than  their  fair  share 
of  the  general  depression  without  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  a  great  number  of 
people,  who  were  iust  as  much  labourers 
as  ttioM  who  cnhiTMed  the  soil.  It  was 
quite  esftain  that  the  landlords  of  this 
coottbydM  not      tbo  smto  tiiey  re- 


ceived for  the  purpose  of  hoarding  them 
up.  Thoy  had  a  large  expenditure  of 
money,  and  many  of  them  employed  a 
large  number  of  people.  But  it  was 
equally  certain  that  the  moment  it  be- 
came necessary  to  give  reductions  of 
rents  it  at  once  became  imperative  to  re- 
duce their  establishments,  and  thus,  ulti- 
mately, the  labouring  classes  would 
suffer.  Therefore,  these  things  could 
not  be  considered  in  a  narrow  spirit,  or 
in  reference  to  a  state  of  depression  ap- 
plicable to  one  particular  industry  alone. 
Agricultural  depression  reacted,  and 
must  always  do  so,  upon  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  oommunity,  Now,  if  that  was 
so,  Her  Majesty's  Goremment  took  a 
proper  step  last  Session  in  endeavouring 
to  discover  the  cause  of  this  depression, 
not  merely  in  the  agricultural  interest, 
but  in  all  other  interests  in  which  this 
country  carried  on  its  hitherto  prospe- 
rous work.  This  step  was  wise  and  de- 
serving of  support.  He  ventured  to  ask 
whether,  now  that  this  agricultural  de- 
pression was  being  pressed  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  new  Parliament,  it  had  been 
wise  or  unwise  of  the  Government  to 
propose,  last  July,  that  a  Royal  Oom- 
mission  should  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  this  subject ;  and  if  the  right  non. 
Gentlemen  who  sat  opposite,  and  whom 
he  was  sorry  to  see  represented  during 
this  important  debate  only  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  late 
Lord  Advocate  and  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  late  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland— if  those  Gentlemen  thought 
the  proposal  of  the  Government  a  wise 
one,  he  asked,  if  the  Opposition  deemed 
it  a  proper  response  to  make  to  that 
effort  to  find  a  remody  for  a  very  serious 
matter  to  practically ' '  Boycott "  it  ?  He 
hoped  before  the  debate  dosed  to  hear 
from  them  what  practical  suggestions  they 
had  formed  in  their  own  minds  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  this  great  difficulty; 
for  he  presumed  they  would  not  be  told 
that  the  difficulties  had  arisen  since  the 
present  Government  took  Office.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Barclay)  had  told  them  that  agricultural 
depression  had  existed  for  a  period  of 
about  1 0  years.  If  that  were  so,  he  (the 
Lord  Advocate)  wanted  to  know  who  it 
was  who,  during  that  time,  had  had  the 
best  opportunity  of  studying,  and  exami- 
ning, and  finding  out  the  causM  of  that 
depresnon  ?  He  wanted  to  know  what 
stotistioa,  what  infonaadon.  the  latsOo- 


Digitized  by 


867  Addrsuin  (COUUONS}  Anmer  to  Ber  368 


Tanuneni  obtdned,  from  the  time  they 
were  in  0£Bce,  for  the  puTpose  of  in- 
fonning  their  Sueoeraors  as  to  the  roal 
state  of  tlungs  7  The  hon.  Member  for 
Forfarshire  told  them  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  a^icultural  depression  had 
become  of  a  pemaneut  character.  For 
his  own  part,  he  (the  Lord  Advocate) 
trusted  that  was  not  so,  and  he  felt  sure 
that  the  hon.  Member  bad  stated  the 
case  rather  too  broadly.  But  his  state- 
ments indicated  the  hopeless  condition 
into  which  many  men  bad  fallen  in  con- 
sequence of  the  agricultural  depression 
having  lasted  so  much  longer  than  any 

X 'cultural  depression  which  bad  taken 
e  during  the  memory  of  any  Member 
of  that  House.  If  that  was  so,  it  was 
quite  plain  that  it  could  not  be  met  by 
any  empirical  or  carelessly  thought-out 
remedies.  It  was  better  to  wait  for  the 
result  of  the  inquiry,  than  to  adopt  a 
hiutty  remedy  whioh  mi^ht  bring  about 
a  voTse  condition  of  affairs  than  that  at 
present  prevailing.  They  bad  heard 
speeches  on  the  subject  from  Gentlemen 
who  were  honestly  and  deeply  intraested 
in  the  subjeot — from  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Aberdeenshire  (Mr.  EsslemoDt) 
and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Kincardineshire  (Sir  George  Balfour). 
He  (the  Lord  Advocate)  bad  listened 
carefully  to  those  hon.  Members*  speeches, 
and  what  had  been  the  real  and  practical 
remedies  proposed  by  them?  He  found 
that  the  remedy  suggested  as  regarded 
his  own  country  had  been  practic^ly  the 
abolition  of  19  years'  leases.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  rather  inclined  to 
agree  that  this  was  a  practical  sugges- 
tion. But  when  hon.  Members  found 
fault  with  the  19  years*  leases  as  being 
the  system  under  which  the  landlords 
found  a  means  of  oppressing  their 
tenants,  if  they  would  only  look  back  to 
the  history  of  Scotland  they  would  find 
that  it  was  in  the  iuterests  and  at  the 
desire  of  the  tenants  that  the  19  years' 
leases  were  instituted,  and  what  was 
more,  in  the  year  1855,  which  had  been 
referred  to,  under  that  system  the  far- 
mers of  Scotland  were  in  a  very  pros- 
perous oonditioo.  The  19  years'  leases, 
iiowerer,  might  have  proved,  in  some 
respects,  to  be  a  failure  under  the  present 
depression ;  and  he  thought  landlords 
and  tenants  alike  were  satisfied  that  a 
modification  of  the  system  was  necessary 
^  long  as  this  exceptional  and  (vu^ing 
depression  existed.   But  he  trusted  th^ 

ThrZorttAiwaitt 


were  all  satisfied  that  it  was  exceptional 
— exceptional  in  its  sererity  and  in  its 
length.  If  it  was  not  exceptional  in  its 
severity  and  in  its  length,  then,  to  that 
extent,  it  vas  an  incurable  depressitm, 
and  no  means  they  oould  take  would  have 
the  effect  of  restoring  agriculture  to  the 
state  of  prosperity  in  which  it  once  stood. 
If  the  present  state  of  things  were  to 
continue  to  exist  which  now  existed,  then 
at  all  times  landlords  and  tenants  must 
be  worse  off,  and  they  would  only  hope 
that  the  labourer  would  not  be  worse  off 
too.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Kincardineshire  made  a  suggestion  that 
money  should  be  found  in  the  form  of 
capital,  to  enable  tenants  to  carty  on  their 
farms  and  work  them  better  than  they 
could  do  at  the  present  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  having  lost  so  much  and 
being  so  depressed  in  mind.  He  (the 
Lord  Advocate)  thought  that  was  a  most 
practical  suggestion ;  bnt  was  it  not  a 
suggestion  which  must  be  worked  out 
after  some  inquiry  as  to  how  it  was  to  be 
done,  as  to  the  means  by  which  it  was  to 
be  carried  out,  and  as  to  the  results 
which  might  he  expectedfrom  it  7  How 
could  that  be  better  done  than  by  means 
of  an  inquiry  before  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, which  necessarily  must  take  some 
time  to  complete  its  labours  ?  Was  it 
notwiser  to  take  some  time  in  considering 
what  they  were  going  to  do  to  meet  the 
greatand  trying  crisis  than  to  adopt  some 
empirical  remedy,  the  adoption  of  which 
might  turn  out  worse  than  the  original 
evil,  at  the  suggestion,  perhaps,  of  per- 
sons who  bad  not  deeply  studied  the 
question  ?  Another  practical  suggestion 
he  had  beard  was  to  create  market 
gardens  and  grow  fruit  trees.  There 
was  no  doubt  that,  wherever  a  man  could 
get  a  market  for  the  produce  of  a  market 
garden,  he  could  not  have  a  better  in- 
vestmoit  for  his  money;  but  did  any 
hon.  Member  suggest  litat  that  was 
really  a  solid  and  practical  remedy  for 
this  agricultural  depression  which  was 
crushing  the  whole  country  at  the  present 
moment?  It  might  benefit  one  man 
out  of  100.  So  far  it  was  a  valu- 
able and  useful  suggestion ;  bnt  those 
who  lived  near  large  towns,  and  so  bad 
a  market  for  produce,  were  surely  clever 
enough  to  understand  their  own  interests. 
Was  there  at  present  any  lack  of  good, 
cheap  garden  produce  in  their  great 
townsf  ["Yes!"]  Very weU, thee, if 
there  vm,  they  mwud  be  forapptopdat!- 


Digitized  by 


369         Maje»iy*t  Moat  [  Janvabt 


25,  1886]  Qraeiout  Speech.  S70 


ing  a  certain  amount  of  land  for  market 

gardens.  Did  any  hon.  Member  suppose 
that  if  a  landlord  thought  he  could  get  a 
reasonable  rent  out  of  his  land  at  the 
present  moment  by  turning  it  into  a 
market  garden  he  would  not  turn  it  into 
such  a  garden?    Some  time  ago  they 
had  had  a  practical  suggestion  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lottiian  (Mr.  Gladstone)— a  man  of 
great  experience  in  life,  and  no  doubt  of 
great  experience  as  regarded  agricultural 
matters.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
saggeetion  was  that  farmers  should  take 
to  growing  strawberries.   He  (the  Lord 
Advocate)  could  not  say  but  that  was  a 
vary  large  and  iocreasing  industry  in 
Scotland.   It  so  happened  that  the  soil 
of  Aberdeenshire  waa  specially  favour- 
aUo  to  the  growth  of  that  excellent 
fruit*  and  a  very  large  trade  was  d.(me  in 
sen^g  strawberries  to  London.  In- 
deed, it  might  be  said  of  Aberdeen  that 
strawberries  grown  there  found  a  sale  in 
the  market  later  in  the  season  than  other 
fruit  produoed  in  more  southern  dis- 
tricts.   But  he  would  again  ask  whether 
anybody,  even  if  they  took  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  as  the  best  guide  they  could  get 
on  any  subject,  supposed  that  the  agri- 
cultural depression  would  be  matwially 
affected,  even  to  the  extent  of  1  per  cent, 
by  the  growth  of  strawberries  ?  The 
hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire  had  spoken 
of  what  had  happened  in  Ireland,  and 
said  that  the  agitation  had  spread  itself 
to  the  Western  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  Scotland,  and  was  now  croppng  up 
also  in  Wale^  and  that  very  soon,  if  they 
did  not  take  care,  it  would  oooar  in 
Forfarshire  and  Kincardineshire.  He 
(tho  Lord  Advocate)  recollected  how 
they  were  told,  many  years  ago,  that 
the  whole  and  sole  reason  for  having  any 
such  legislation  as  they  had  had  for  Ire- 
land was  that  Ireland  was  an  entirely 
exceptional  country ;  and  if  the  Western 
Highlands  of  Scotland  were  not  looked 
upon  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  eat 
opposite  him  as  being  entirely  excep- 
tional in  Scotland,  he  should  like  to 
know  why,  in  the  Crofters  Bill  which  the 
late  GoTornment  brought  in  last  year, 
they  expressly  named  only  the  counties 
on  the  West  Ooast  and  the  Islands  of 
Sootiand?    Kow,  however,  they  wore 
told,  thai  the  ag^tion  was  spreading 
OT«rthe  wfaokfof  ScotUttdaswell.  The 
hoik  H^Qdier  had  r^vondied  faim  fi»r 


smiling,  but  had  quite  miriuterprated  hia 
smile.  He  oould  not  help  smiUng,  when 
he  recollected  how  Parliament  was  drawn 
into  legislation  for  Ireland  upon  what 
proved  to  be  the  hollow  pretence  that 
Ireland  was  an  entirely  exceptional 
country.  As  he  had  referred  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Ireland,  he  must  say,  judging  from 
the  tone  of  Irish  Members  who  eat  below 
the  Gangway,  that,  whatever  the  present 
Government  might  resolve  to  do  m  con- 
nection with  this  matter,  he  did  not  ^nk 
they  could  find  much  encouragement 
from  the  sucoees  of  the  bbh  Land  le- 
gislation. What  waa  now  a^ed  for 
waa,  that  there  should  be  some  one  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  to  value  pro- 

Eerty.  That  had  been  done  under  the 
land  Act  of  1 881 ,  following  that  of  1 87 1 . 
It  was  supposed  at  the  time  tiiat  the 
Irish  Land  Act  of  1881  would  be  abso-' 
lutely  ftnal,  and  woidd  remove  all  dis- 
content in  Ireland.  Now,  however,  they 
found,  from  the  wayin  which  hon.  Gentle- 
men from  Ireland  expressed  themselvef, 
that  never  at  any  time  were  the  people 
so  discontented,  as  an  agricultural  popu- 
lation, than  they  were  after  the  heroic 
legislation  of  1 87 1  and  1881.  They  were 
told  the  present  was  a  Government  in  a 
minority ;  and  they  were  called  upon  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  to  go  in  for  legislation  the 
same  as  they  themselves  had  gone  in 
for  before,  which,  by  the  declaration  of 
some  Gentlemen  who  spoke  on  that 
side,  had,  in  so  far  as  it  had  been  in- 
tended to  produce  contentment  and 
peace  in  Ireland,  been  a  total  failure. 
["No,  no!"]  He  observed  that  it  waa 
not  hon.  Qmtlemen  from  Ireland  who 
said  "  No,  no ! "  When  up  to  this  time 
any  etat<nnent  was  made  with  which 
Irish  Members  disagreed  the  House 
soon  heard  the  voices  of  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen ;  but  they  were  silent  now.  For 
instance,  in  the  course  of  the  debates 
which  had  already  taken  place  he  had 
heard  cries  of  great  dissent  when  it  was 
suggested  that  Ireland  was  not  in  the 
most  miserable,  degraded,  and  held- 
down  condition.  But  they  made  no  sign 
of  dissent  when  it  was  stated  that  tihe 
legislation  of  1871  and  1881  had  not  pro- 
duced contentment  in  Ireland.  WeU,  if 
that  was  the  state  of  matters,  he  ven- 
tured to  say  that  the  Government  wonld 
be  justified,  and  would  have  enough  to 
do  in  tile  coming  Session,  vhefcluir  it 
VMe  a  HiniBtoy  in  a  minority  or  nti/itf  in 
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carrying  what  nndoubtedly  was  the  first 
necessary  sequel  of  the  legislation  of  last 
Session,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  local 
Boards  to  the  counties.  The  depression 
iu  Ireland,  Sootland,  and  Wales  and 
England  was  not  one  bit  greater  at  that 
moment  than  it  was  at  any  time  during 
the  last  Session.  ["Yes,  yos!"]  Well, 
it  was  greater  in  this  sense,  no  doubt, 
that  it  was  still  protracted  for  a  greater 
length  of  time  ;  but  it  was  only  greater 
in  that  respect.  They  knew  how  long  it 
had  prevailed ;  but  he  ventured  to  think 
that  if  it  bad  lasted  for  10  years  they 
had  some  reason,  when  hon.  Gentlemen 
rose  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hous« 
fund  asked  the  Govemment  to  onre  it  in 
their  first  Session,  to  inquire  why  it  was 
nevei  dealt  with  before.  The  jwesent 
Goremmentt  had  not  before  them  the 
materia  prepared  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment for  dealing  with  it ;  and  if  they 
woold  supply  the  information  which  they 
did  collect  for  the  good  of  the  country 
upon  that  matter,  and  show  them  that 
the  Boyal  Oommission  appointed  by  the 
Government  was  unnecessary,  then  he 
thought  they  would  have  something  to 
say  on  the  question.  The  first  duty  of 
this  Parliament  was  to  carry  out  what 
neoesaanly  must  be  the  sequel  of  the 
legislation  of  last  Session — namely,  to 
confer  a  measure  of  local  government 
upon  those  who  lived  in  the  counties. 
That  was  absolutely  essential  as  their 
first  duty ;  for  the  reason  that  whatever 
were  the  grounds  that  might  be  given 
for  the  course  which  was  taken  last 
Session,  it  was  undoubtedly,  in  ordinary 
luiffiu^fe,  a  putting  of  the  cart  before 
the  Aorse.  The  natural  course  was  to 
confer  upon  dwellers  in  the  counties  the 
management  of  their  own  afifain  in  the 
oonntieB,  as  a  training  for  the  exercise 
of  that  more  important  franchise  which 
required  greater  political  education  to 
enable  them  to  me  it  with  advantage  to 
the  State.  In  saying  that  ho  was  only 
quoting  the  words  of  the  noble  Marquess 
opposite  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington), 
who,  in  speaking  on  the  question  before 
it  was  quite  settled  whether  a  Franchise 
Bill  was  to  be  brought  forward,  ex- 
pressed a  decided  opinion  that,  in  the  first 
place,  the  people  ought  to  be  trained  by 
the  exercise  of  the  local  franchise  before 
they  received  the  franchise  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Members  to  Partiameni.  The 
result  of  that  oouzse  would  be  tiiat  they 
would  hare  a  far  better  body  of  poUio 


opinion  bearing  upon  the  great  questions 
which  were  raised  in  tbe  Ainendment. 
They  would  have  county  councils,  who 
could  discuss  these  matters  and  bring 
great  light  to  bear  upon  them,  which 
would  be  moat  useful  in  any  future  legis- 
lation which  might  be  thought  wise. 
He  feared  he  had  detained  the  House 
too  long  on  the  question  of  the  tenure  of 
land.  ["  No,  no  !  "]  If  not,  he  should 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  small  farms,  and  on  what 
should  be  done  for  the  labourers.  As 
regarded  small  farms,  he  knew  of  no 
landlord  who  had  any  objection  what- 
ever to  the  establishment  of  small  farm 
holdings ;  but  he  ventured  to  say 
that  no  one  could  Bu^;est  a  time 
at  which  it  was  more  difSoult  to 
carry  out .  any  such  excellent  scheme 
thfm  ft  time  when  everybody  was  short 
of  money:  They  could  not  possibly 
establish  a  large  number  of  new  farms 
without  an  immense  outlay  in  enabling 
the  new  small  farmers  to  have  a  roof 
over  their  heads  within  reasonable  reach 
of  their  farms,  and  to  have  proper  farm 
buildings,  proper  approaches,  and  every- 
thing required  to  make  farm  work 
satisfaotory.  It  was  a  most  difficult 
thing  to  determine  how  that  was  to  be 
done.  Some  people,  possibly,  might 
propose  that  a  large  sum  should  be 
given  by  the  State ;  but  the  matter  was 
one  which  required  to  be  considered 
with  the  greatest  and  most  earnest  care, 
for  fear  they  should  make  any  mistake 
in  the  line  they  adopted.  If  they  could 
at  once,  by  the  wave  of  a  magician's 
wand,  establish  a  number  of  small  farms 
throi^out  the  country,  it  might  be  of 
the  greatest  possible  benefit ;  but  it  was 
a  delusion  and  a  snare  if  it  were  im^ined 
that  by  any  such  means  they  could  make 
the  country  carry  a  great  increase  of  the 
population  of  the  present  time.  ["  Oh, 
oh  !  "]  He  repeated  that  it  was  a  de- 
lusion and  a  snare  to  imagine  that  they 
could,  by  establishing  a  certain  number 
of  small  farms,  get  rid  of  the  difficulty 
that  the  population  of  this  country  in- 
creased BO  rapidly  and  so  enormously, 
that  the  people  from  the  country  dis- 
tricts were  constantly  crowding  the 
towns,  and  that  labour  in  the  towns  was 
thereby  made  extremely  cheap,  to  the 
benefit  of  the  manufaoturer.  Wlien 
people  talked  so  much  about  the  land- 
lords, he  thought  it  might  be  vemem* 
bsfed  ttlao  that  then  were  oertauL  thiagfl 
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vliich  happened  in  this  country  which 
were  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  manu- 
faotorers  in  the  way  of  getting*  cheap 
labour.  One  word  about  the  labourers. 
As  to  them,  he  knew  something  himself 
of  the  Scott^h  labourer  in  counties.  He 
used  to  spend  the  summer  months  in  his 
youth  iu  one  of  the  best- farmed  counties 
in  the  world,  he  supposed — the  county 
of  Berwick — and  he  could  say  that  at 
the  time  to  which  allusion  had  been 
made — between  1860  and  1860— there 
was  not  a  more  comfortable  set  of  people 
for  their  position  in  life  than  the  hinds 
of  Berwickshire,  and,  he  believed,  of  the 
neighbouring  counties.  They  were  well 
off;  their  houses  were  clean  and  well 
appointed;  their  families  were  well 
cared  for;  and  they  themselves  were 
contented,  well-fed,  and  happy.  He 
knew  something  of  them,  and  did  not 
epeak  from  having  merely  driven  along 
the  roads.  These  men  had  no  except 
tional  privileges,  exo^t  through  the 
farmer  for  whom  they  worked.  They 
eot  their  long  run  of  potatoes  in  a  field ; 
they  kept  weir  cow ;  and  the  farmer 
gave  them  the  grass  for  the  oow. 
["  Hear,  hear  !  "]  Hon.  Members  cried 
"  Hmut,  hear !  "  but  was  it  not  perfectly 
obvious  that  that  was  given  them  as 
part  of  their  wages?  Do  not  let  them 
suppose  that  a  thrifty  Scottish  farmer 
was  going  to  allow  a  cow  to  graze  on  his 
farm  and  not  take  account  of  it  f  The 
use  of  the  field  for  the  cow  was  an  easier 
way  of  paying  wages  than  by  giving 
money,  and  the  laboiuwrs  also  got  a  good 
deal  in  kind,  which  probably  would  be 
objected  to  now  on  the  ground  of  being 
i^^nst  the  Truck  Act.  What  was  wanted 
in  the  case  of  labonrers  was  continuous 
and  reasonably-paid  work.  They  never 
could  have  that  if  th^had  an  ovOTgrown 
population ;  and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  oelow 
the  Gangway  would  transfer  a  large 
number  of  storving  operatives  from  Bir- 
mingham, Hjtnehester,  and  other  large 
towns  on  to  the  soil  in  tlie  counties  they 
would  find  that  a  new  difficulty  would 
arise  again  in  the  course  of  half  a  gene- 
ration. If  they  would  devote  all  these 
men  to  celibacy  they  might  do  some- 
thing with  such  a  scheme;  but  people 
always  forgot  that  putting  down  a  cer- 
tain nnmbw  more  of  persons  on  a  parti- 
cular spot  meant  an  exceptional  increase 
of  the  population  within  a  certain  time, 
whiob  necessarily  must  lead  to  raoigra- 
tioftat  oae  time  «v  another  be&ve  my 


long.  It  must  lead  either  to  nnigration 
into  the  towns  where  the  workmen  would 
compete  one  against  the  other,  or  to 
some  land  where  there  was  less  compe- 
tition ;  and  he  ventured  to  say  they  would 
never  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  about  the 
labouring  population  of  this  country  as 
long  as  people  went  about  pretending  to 
them  that  they  would  not  really  benefit 
themselves  by  going  abroad.  L*'*-*^» 
oh  !  "]  They  could  not  possibly  sustain 
surplus  population  when  wages  were 
low ;  and  they  oould  not  raise  wages 
until  they  had  got  work  enough,  and 
just  the  proper  number  of  people  to  do 
it  to  get  good  wages.  They  might  fight 
as  they  pleased  against  that  law ;  but 
that  law  would  defeat  them  in  the  end. 
As  regarded  emigration,  they  all  in  that 
House  belonged  to  what  were  called  the 
better  classes  in  life,  and  tiiey  went  in 
for  emigration.  There  was  scarcely  a 
man  with  a  large  family  who  had  not 
one  son  either  in  India,  Australia,  or 
America ;  and  when  men  went  about  to 
persuade  the  population  that  it  was 
cruelty  to  induce  them  to  emigrate,  they 
did  a  grievous  harm  to  the  ignorant 
people  whom  they  deceived.  He  would 
conclude  by  thanking  the  House  for  the 
atteatton  with  which  they  had  listened 
to  him ;  and  if  he  did  not  now  allude 
to  the  Orofter  question  it  was  because 
there  was  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
which  would  give  another  opportunity 
of  speaking  upon  that  subject. 

Mb.  DTJOKHAM  said,  that  in  Eng- 
land farmers  had  the  best  market  in  the 
world  iu  which  to  sell  their  produce ; 
and  yet  on  all  bauds  a  Isrge  area  of 
land  was  in  a  sterile  state,  and  much 
more  was  going  ont  of  cultivation.  This 
must  arise  from  a  want  of  security.  For 
many  years  tenants  were  ruined  by  the 
preservation  of  game ;  and  even  in  times 
of  oomparative  prosperitjr  landlords  did 
nothing  to  improve  the  homesteads  and 
protect  the  valuable  properties  of  the 
manure  from  being  washra.  away  by  the 
rains.  Such  a  system  had  an  inevi- 
table tendency  to  reduce  the  number  of 
tenants  and  the  capital  of  the  occupiers. 
The  Lord  Advocate  had  assumed  that 
there  was  substantially  no  difference  in 
the  depression  between  last  year  and 
this ;  but  since  last  year  the  prices  of 
live  stock  had  been  reduced  by  20  per 
cent,  whilst  com  was  further  reduced  in 
prioe.  No  improvemrat  in  prices  oould 
be  axpeotedf  witii  the  immense  TesHk 
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tbat  were  crossing  the  Atlantic,  bringing 
Ameriean  produce  that  was  distributed 
by  our  railways  at  preferential  rotes, 
\vhile  wages  were  rising  and  local  taxa- 
tion increasing.  India,  too,  and  even 
Anstralia  were  now  sendiog  large  quan- 
tities of  wheat  to  this  country ;  in  fact, 
Bucoessfully  competing  with  America. 
Something  must  be  done  to  enable  the 
occupiers  of  the  soil  to  compete  with 
foreign  producers.  True,  rents  were 
being  reduced ;  but  the  merely  casual 
and  temporary  reduction  of  routtj  kept 
occupiers  in  a  state  of  uncertainty ;  they 
felt  that  should  an  unfortunate  out- 
break of  war  take  place,  and  prices 
rose,  rents  would  be  raised.  Xand 
ought  to  be  let  in  such  a  way  that  the 
tenant  could  pay  the  rent  from  year 
to  year  without  having  to  go  hat  in 
hand  to  the  landlord.  A  sitting  tenant 
now  had  no  security,  for  he  knew  that 
as  soon  as  there  was  any  temporary 
advance  in  the  value  of  the  produce  his 
rent  would  be  raised,  and  he  would 
have  to  pay  an  increased  rent  for  the 
very  improvements  be  had  made  with 
his  own  capital.  Compensation  ought 
to  be  paid  before  rent  was  raised,  the 
same  as  it  would  be  had  he  to  quit  his 
holding  and  an  increased  rent  obtained 
from  his  successor.  One  of  the  worst 
clauses  in  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act 
was  that  prohibiting  compensation  for 
what  were  called  the  inherent  capabili- 
ties of  the  soil.  If  rents  were  to  be  re- 
gulated by  the  price  of  wheat,  as  sug- 
P^ted.'they  woidd  be  low  indeed.  The 
increase  of  live  stock  was  hindered  by 
the  withholding  of  compensation  for 
com  consumed  on  a  farm ;  and  restric- 
tions of  this  kind  operated  most  preju- 
dicially against  the  adoption  of  the 
measures  ^led  for  by  foreign  competi- 
tion. Belief  from  local  taxation  would 
aid  a  little.  The  burden  of  local  taxa- 
tion was  felt  by  the  farmers  of  England 
more  than  of  Scotland.  There  half  the 
rates  were  paid  by  the  landlords.  The 
Scotch  tenantry  had  been  shrewd  enough, 
when  they  saw  freah  impositions  threat- 
ening them  to  make  that  arrangement; 
but  in  England  the  farmers  had  sub- 
mitted almost  without  remonstrance 
until  they  were  weighed  down  with  the 
burden.  It  was  remarkable  that  agri- 
culture had  been  omitted  from  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Commission  now  sitting,  for 
the  Report  of  which  the  Lord  Advocate 
suggested  the  House  should  wait  before 


dealing  with  the  question ;  and  he  be- 
lieved  that  no  agricnltanl  authority 
was  asked  to  eit  npon  it.   The  queatioa 

of  valuation  for  rating  purposes  must 
come  to  the  front ;  and  he  hoped  that 
before  long  there  would  be  a  good  and 
equitable  system  propounded.  The  far- 
mer, further,  had  also  to  fight  against 
preferential  rates,  which  was  most  un- 
just, and  formed  one  of  the  numerous 
questions  affecting  agriculture  demand- 
ing earnest  consideratiou. 

Mn.  LONG  said,  that  direct  attacks 
had  been  made  upon  landlords  as  a  class, 
and  it  had  been  denied  that  the  remis- 
sion of  rents  afforded  any  isecuriiy  to  the 
tenants.  But  siu-ely  there  was  nothing 
better  calculated  to  give  a  feeling  of 
security  to  tenants  than  the  fact  that  ia 
hard  times  landlords  were  ready  to  meet 
them  half  way.  There  was  no  good  to 
be  gained  by  pointing  out  an  evu  unlesB 
they  could  suggest  a  remedy.  It  was 
said  that  the  tenant  wanted  eeourity ; 
but  surely  the  best  security  he  could 
have  was  that  he  knew  the  landlord 
would  do  almost  anything  to  keep  him 
on  his  farm.  He  had  great  sympathy 
with  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, because  it  expressed  to  a  very  large 
extent  his  own  feelings  regarding  the 
matter.  He  felt  tbat  the  present  state  of 
agriculture  demanded  a  greater  attention 
than  it  had  hitherto  received  from  either 
Party  in  the  House.  The  present  de- 
pressed condition  of  agriculture  was 
certainly  grave  enough  to  justify  every 
word  in  which  the  hon.  Member  for  For- 
farshire had  described  it.  The  oonditioH 
not  only  of  the  tenant  farmers  of  the 
country,  but  also  of  the  landlords,  was 
so  bad  that  it  demanded  the  iaetuita- 
neouB  and  prompt  attenti<ni  of  Parlia- 
ment. Bat  was  there  anything  in  the 
Amendment  which  would  justify  them 
in  voting  for  it,  thereby  leading  the 
House  to  beUeve  that  if  it  was  passed 
the  condition  of  agriculture  would  be  im- 
proved, or  that  it  would  bring  about  a 
better  state  of  things  to  the  farmers? 
His  opinion  was  that  the  tenant  farmers 
desired  to  be  placed  on  a  fairer  footing 
with  those  who  at  present  competed  with 
them ;  they  wanted  a  fair  field  and  no 
favour,  and  then  they  would  be  able  to 
hold  their  own.  At  present  the  faxmers 
were  heavily  handicapped  with  foreign 
competition ;  and  it  was  absurd  to  say 
that  their  position  would  be  materially 
improved  if  better  aeouxity  of  tenure 
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wweonlygrftnted.  Therewere,nodoubt, 
instanoes  in  which  landlords  had  lament- 
ably failed  to  do  their  dntr-  The  hon. 
Member  for  Leiceetershire  (Mr.  Ellis)  had 
detailed  circumstances  in  which  he  and 
hie  ancestors  had  suffered  at  the  hands 
of  landlords.  They  could,  at  all  events, 
congratulate  him  on  the  very  satisfactory 
ftppearance  which  bo  distressed  a  farmer 
presented  at  the  end  of  such  a  long  re- 
cord of  unfair  treatment.  But  it  seemed 
to  him  that  he  and  his  ancestors  must 
hare  walked  very  eamly  into  a  snare 
vhkh  must  have  been  openly  laid  for 
them ;  and,  with,  great  respect  for  the 
iion.  Member,  he  questioned  rezy  much 
whether  the  majority  of  tenant  farmers 
wonld  walk  so  blindly  into  a  similar 
snare,  or  be  bo  proud  to  talk  about  it 
afterwards.  Did  the  hon.  Member  for 
Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay)  believe 
that  if  tenants  were  given  seeurity  of 
tenure  it  would  induce  them  to  speed 
more  money  in  the  cultivation  of  their 
holdings  ?  Did  the  hon.  Member  pro- 
pose a  fixed  rent  and  a  fixed  statutory 
term  during  which  tenants  should  enjoy 
their  holdings?  How  would  the  hon. 
Member  be  able  to  guarantee  that  in 
four  or  five  years'  time  a  similar  fall 
would  not  take  place,  and  leave  the 
farmers  much  in  the  samo  position  as 
they  were  in  now  ?  He  was  certain  that 
if  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  tenant- 
farmers  of  England  as  a  body — he  spoke 
not  of  Scotland,  the  oircumstancee  of 
which  he  did  not  know—to  state  what 
they  desired  most  th^  would  express  a 
preference  to  be  left  to  the  arrangements 
which  they  were  able  and  competent  to 
make  with  their  landlords,  rather  than 
that  legislation  should  be  pasBed  for 
them  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  hon, 
Member  for  Forfarshire.  In  many  of 
the  epeeohes  which  had  been  delivered 
that  evening  a  strong  feeling  had  been 
apparent  that  the  landlords,  as  a  body, 
were  opposed  to  the  well-being  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  tenants.  Putting  on 
one  side  the  question  that  the  interest  of 
the  landlords  must  be  bound  up  with 
that  of  the  tenants,  he  believed,  as  a 
rule,  it  would  be  found  that  the  land- 
lords and  the  tenants  were  as  good '. 
friends  aa  any  two  dasses  in  the  length 
and  Iveadth  of  t&e  country.  So  far 
froui  {here  being,  either  Sn  ^e  Oonaer- 
TatiVft  'ndikB  or  among  the  landlords  of 
the  oonntrj  gmeraUy,  any  feeling  op- 
posed to  the  real  intarests  of  the  tenant- 


farmers,  he  believed  that  if  any  hon. 
Member  proposed  measures  which  had 
a  practical  chance  of  clearly  benefiting 
tenant  farmers  as  a  class  he  would  find 
them  supported  from  all  quarters  of  the 
House,  and  by  landlords  as  well  as  by  te- 
nant farmers.  The  hon.  Member  for  Bris- 
tol (Mr.  Coasham)  the  other  day  charged 
theTory  landlords  and  Tory  parsons  with 
having  "  Boycotted  "  those  in  this  coun- 
try who  had  voted  for  the  Liberals.  If 
that  was  his  honest  opinion  it  showed 
that  his  knowledge  of  the  question  upon 
which  he  spoke  was  very  slight  indeed ; 
and  if  his  information  with  regard  to 
"  Boycotting  "  in  Ireland  was  as  accu- 
rate as  his  description  of  the  course  he 
asserted  had  been  taken  by  the  Tory 
landlords  and  the  Tory  parsons  in  Eng- 
land, his  remarks  were  not  calculated  to 
throw  much  light  upon  the  subject. 
Above  all,  his  remarks  proved  con- 
clusively that  the  hon.  Member  did  not 
know  much  about  the  question.  He 
defi^  the  hon.  Member  for  Bristol  to 
prove  that  the  Tory  landlords  or  the 
Tory  parsons  had,  as  a  class,  "Boy- 
cotted "  the  tenant  farmers  or  anyone 
else.  No  doubt  they  might  at  times  have 
done  things  which  they  would  not  like 
to  defend  in  every  particular;  but  had 
the  Liberals  done  nothing  of  which  they 
had  reason  to  be  asham^  7  It  seemed 
to  him  idle  to  make  charges  of  this  kind 
and  attaching  them  to  particular  classes 
and  to  a  particular  Party-  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  question  of  a^oultnre 
called  for  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
Government,  no  mattw  which  Party 
happened  to  be  in  power  at  the  time. 
Unless  the  Government,  whether  Tory 
or  Libera],  realized  that  the  agriculture 
question  had  reached  veiy  serious  di- 
mensions —  unless  they  were  prepared 
to  put  it  in  the  forefront  of  their  pro- 
gramme, and  to  deal  with  it  not  upon 
Party,  but  upon  national  lines — they 
would  fail  to  do  that  which  the  counti^ 
expected  them  to  do.  In  this  connection, 
too,  the  Government  might  welt  turn 
their  attention  to  the  subject  of  railway 
rates  and  charges.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  a  monstrous  state  of  things  that  rail- 
ways in  this  country  should  convey  home 
produce  at  double  the  rates  which  were 
chai^^  for  that  coming  firom  foreign 
countries.  If  was  for  the  interest  of  the 
whole  country  that  something  shonM'he 
at  once  done  to  stimulate  the  great  in- 
dustry of  agriculture. 
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Ub.  J.  B.  BAIiFOUB  observMl  that, 
liaTiDg  regard  to  the  coarse  the  debate 
had  taken,  be  did  not  think  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Forfarshire 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay)  owed  any  apology 
to  the  House  for  having  brougnt  this 
subject  under  its  liotice.  His  hon. 
Friend  had  set  forth  in  the  forefront  of 
his  speech  the  magnitude  and  import- 
ance of  the  depression  which  now 
affected  the  agricultural  interest ;  and 
that  depression  Iiad  been  painted  in 
even  darker  colours  by  hon.  Members 
who  had  spoken  on  the  opposite  side. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Kircudbright 
(Mr.  Mark  Stewart)  had  complained, 
indeed,  of  the  failure  of  Members  on 
the  Opposition  Benches  duly  to  appreciate 
the  depression  of  agriculture,  and  the 
tone  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Bye's  (Oolonel  Brookfiold's)  remarks 
had  been  somewhat  similar.  That  was 
quite  a  mistake ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
£e  must  observe  that  if  the  state  of  the 
agricultural  interest  was  so  urgent  and 
important,  surely  it  might  fairly  have 
been  expected  that  the  Govemment 
would  have  indicated  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  their  view  whether  any  re- 
medy for  the  evil  was  possible  by  way  of 
legislation.  That  was,  however,  exactly 
what  the  Qovemment  had  not  done; 
and  it  was  on  account  of  their  omission 
to  do  it  that  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Forfarshire  was  brought 
forward.  His  hon.  Friend  did  not  de- 
sire to  oommit  those  who  might  give  a 
general  assent  to  his  Amendment  to  any 
of  the  particular  provisions  that  he  had 
8U£^;ested.  His  Hon.  Friend  had  stated 
his  own  views,  that  was  all ;  and  he  com- 
plained that  the  Government  had  no- 
thing whatever  to  su^^est.  All  Uiat 
C^uemen  on  the  othra  side  had  urged 
in  answer  was  only  a  reorimination 
against  those  who  hoi  de(dined  to  serve 
on  the  OoD&nuBsion  on  the  Depression  of 
Trade,  as  if  thrar  refusal  implied  indif- 
ferenoe  to  that  question.  But  all  who 
had  followed  the  course  of  the  discussion 
on  the  appointment  of  that  Commiesion 
must  have  been  very  well  satisfied  that 
those  who  declined  to  serve  on  it  gave 
what  most  of  them  on  that  side  thought 
very  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  not 
serving.  These  reasons  might  be  very 
shortly  simimarized  in  two  sentences. 
In  the  first  place,  there  had  been,  and 
was,  a  very  prevalent  idea  that  it  was 
what  was  oommonly  called  a  "Fair 


Trade"  Oommission  ["No!"];  aad, 
secondly,  those  who  justly  appreciated 
the  magnitude  of  the  agricultural  ques- 
tion felt  strongly  that  a  Boyal  Commis- 
sion would  iu  this,  as  in  so  many  othw 
cases,  prove  a  way  of  postponing  or 
shelving  it.  The  idea  that  it  was  a 
"  Fair  Trade  "  Commission  derived  con- 
firmation from  the  speech,  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Hye,  who  had 
pointed  out  that  the  only  remedial  mat- 
ter, after  local  taxation,  related  to  hostile 
foreign  tari£fs.  If  the  Government 
thought  that  nothing  but  an  inquiry 
into  the  causes  of  trade  depression  gene- 
rally, and  all  over  the  world,  could  be 
suggested  by  way  of  amending  the  con- 
dition of  thetenant  farmers  and  labourers 
of  this  cotmtry,  it  was  well  that  that  fact 
should  be  generally  koown.  But  surely 
while  there  was  no  doubt  a  connection 
between  the  cardinal  industry  of  agricul- 
ture and  all  other  indusbiee  uid  &ades, 
thore  were  also  points  relating  to  the 
occupancy  and  tenure  of  land  which  coiUd 
be  considwed,  and  on  which  the  judg- 
ment of  Parliament  could  be  taken  quite 
apart  from  and  independently  of  the  in- 
quiry before  the  Boyal  Commission.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Kirkcudbright  (Mr. 
Mark  Stewart)  had  spoken  of  the  very 
slender  references  mEuie  to  that  matter 
by  Liberal  candidates,  and  particularly 
by  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Gladstone), 
atthelateElection;  but  if  that  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  read  the  speech  delivered  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend  at  Dalkeith,  he  woiild 
find  that  the  question  of  the  land  had  not 
been  overlooked.  Thequestionof  theland 
had  been  put  in  the  fore&ont  by  the 
Liberal  Party. 

Mb.  MABK  STEWABT  explained 
that  what  he  had  remarked  upon  was 
the  almost  entire  absence  from  liberal 
speeches  of  any  allusion  to  the  depressed 
state  of  the  agricultural  interest. 

Mb.  J.  B.  BALFOUB  said,  if  the . 
hon.  Member  only  meant  that  there 
were  few  expressions  of  barren  sympathy 
with  agricultural  distress  from  Liberal 
candidates,  he  might  be  right ;  be- 
cause those  who  aspired  to  seats  in  that 
House  hoped  to  have  something  more 
practical  to  offer  than  mere  commisera- 
tion. A  great  deal  had  been  said  about 
the  Agricultural  Holdings  Acts.  Well, 
no  one  who  had  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  framing  of  those  Acts  considered  that 
they  were  perfect.  They  were  a  very 
great  step  at  the  time  j  but  they  could 
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not  shat  their  eyes  to  the  experience 
they  had  had  einoe  the  passing  of  those 
Aoto.  There  was,  by  general  o(»uent.  a 
variety  of  defects  in  them  vhioh,  lie 
lioped}  it  would  be  possible  to  amend. 
One  of  the  points  to  be  oonsidraed  re- 
lated to  seourity  for  traanfs'  improre- 
menta.  Again,  while  the  case  of  the 
farmer  was  very  ui^ent,  that  of  the 
labourer,  by  uniTersal  consent,  also  re- 
quirod  to  bo  dealt  with  at  a  very  early 
date.  Why  should  they  delay  the  in- 
trodiiction  of  a  mesBure  providiDg  the 
labourer  with  an  allotment,  or  a  bit  of 
land  to  cultivate  as  hia  own,  until  the 
inquiry  into  the  general  state  of  trade 
was  concluded  ?  Nothing  like  irritation 
or  indignation  against  a  particular  class 
existed  on  his  side  of  the  House.  What 
they  desired  was,  that  all  the  classes  in- 
terested in  the  land,  and  certainly  in- 
cluding the  landlords,  should  each  be 
placed  on  an  equitable  footing,  by  which 
they  should  all  receive  a  just  ware  in 
the  products  of  the  soil.  He,  therefore, 
hoped  it  would  be  clearly  understood 
that  there  was  not  the  least  wish  to  deal 
tinjuBtly  with  any  class ;  and  he  would 
be  sorry  if  any  Qovemment  were  to  do 
anything  that  would  have  that  effect. 
This  was  not  the  time  or  the  place  for 
those  who  were  merely  expressing  regret 
that  a  particular  matter  had  been  en- 
tirely overlooked  in  the  legislative  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  to  table  their 
own  schemes.  He  thought  no  one  who 
had  followed  the  discussions  throughout 
the  electoral  campaign  could  doubt  that 
there  were  remedies,  whether  they  might 
meet  with  the  approval  of  this  House  or 
not,  that  the  laws  relating  to  the  tenure 
and  occupancy  of  land  were  not  perfect, 
and  that,  not  being  perfect,  and  the 
magnitade  and  importance  of  the  evil 
being  reoc^iiized,  it  was  the  incumbent 
and  nigMit  duty  of  those  who  had  to 
frame  the  Speech  for  Her  Uajeat7  to 
make  some  suggestion  by  way  of  amend- 
mrat  which  might,  at  ail  events,  miti- 
gate, if  it  did  not  entirely  remove,  those 

evils.   

Tra  CHANOELLOE  of  the  DUOHT 
OF  LANOASTEE  (Mr.  Ohaplim)  :  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  has  blamed  Her  If  a- 
jetl^'s  Government  because  while  call- 
ing attention  to  the  £aot  of  agricultural 
depression  we  have  not  indicated  a 
remedy  for  it.  I  admit  that  it  is  very 
AitRMfit^  at  tiie  present  time,  to  anggeet 


a  ronedy  for  that  depression.  The  real 
cause  of  the  depression  is  to  be  found  in 
the  great  depreciation  in  the  prioeof  agri- 
cultural produce  which  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  few  years.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose tibat  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman anticipated  that  either  the  present 
or  any  other  Government  would  be  pre- 
pare d  to  come  to  Parliament  with  pro- 
posals for  any  artificial  means  of  raising 
the  price  of  agricultural  produce;  and 
unless  such  proposals  were  made  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  suggest  anything  that 
would  be  a  remedy  for  that  depression. 
One  of  the  great  complaints  that  hare 
been  made  by  agricxdturists  for  years 
past  is  that  the  land  is  heavily  and  un- 
fairlyrated.  If  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
study  the  Speech  &om  the  Throne  he 
would  have  seen  that  a  measure  dealing 
with  County  Government  will  shortly  be 
laid  before  the  House,  and  that  mea- 
sure will  propose  to  give  substantial 
relief  to  the  land  with  regard  to  local 
burdens.  The  hon.  Member  for  Here- 
fordshire (Mr.  Duckham)  has  suggested 
that  the  burden  of  the  rates  might  be 
divided  between  the  landowners  and  the 
farmers.  That  is  one  of  the  recom- 
mendations which  was  made  by  the 
Koyol  Commission  appointed  some  few 
years  ago  by  a  Conservative  Govern- 
ment ;  but  although  the  Liberal  Party 
have  been  in  Office,  with  the  exception 
of  the  last  few  months,  ever  since  that 
recommendation  was  made  they  have 
taken  no  steps  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Wiltshire  (Mr. 
Long)  has  also  expressed  some  anxiety 
that  recommendations  should  be  made 
for  the  relief  of  agricultural  depression ; 
but  the  only  suggestion  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  made  himself  is  one  with  regard 
to  preferential  railway  rates,  which  is  a 
subject  that  has  already  engaged  the 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
Moreover,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  scarcely  been  10  days  in  Office  when 
they  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  pro- 
pose an  Address  to  Her  Majesty  pray- 
ing her  to  appoint  a  Boyal  Ocnnmusion 
to  inquire  into  all  the  causes  of  the  de- 
pression of  trade.  That  Commission  is 
now  engaged  in  investigating  the  whole 
qnestion ;  and  it  is  no  doubt  considering, 
among  other  subjects,  the  question  of 
preferential  railway  rates.  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  Mover  of  this  Amend- 
ment that  this  is  a  most  important  and 
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ffvare  question ;  Vat  X  i^o^  ""T"^^ 
vmX  ihB  Tight  hon.  Kember  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  in  his  speech 
made  no  reference  to  it,  and  suggested 
no  remedy  for  the  evil.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  no  doubt  laboured  under  the 
same  difficulty  that  the  Gorernment 
do  in  proposing  any  adequate  remedy 
for  agnfiultural  depression.  One  feature 
is  eucouraguog.  AU  classes  throughout 
the  country  are  beconiing  alive  to  the 
fact  that  it  is  a  matter  of  great  import- 
onoe  not  only  to  those  who  are  directly 
connected  with  agriculture,  but  to  all 
classes  of  the  oommnnity.  The  only 
danger  I  fear  is  that  some  of  those  who 
are  not  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  sub- 
ject may  be  led  into  wishing  to  adopt 
gome  oi  those  remedies  which  have  been 
frequently  proposed,  and,  if  adopted, 
Tould  prove  to  oe  wholly  delusive.  In- 
deed, their  only  effect  would  be  to  aggra- 
vate and  increase  the  existing  depres- 
sion. What  is  the  case  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  Barclay), 
who  has  moved  the  Amendment  on  this 
occasion  ?  I  confess  I  have  experienced 
some  difficulty  in  finding  out  exactly 
what  he  wants.  He  has  contrasted  the 
position  of  a  farmer  in  England  with 
that  of  a  farmer  on  the  other  eide  of 
the  Atlantic.  He  talked  about  the  ge- 
neral consensus  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  farmers  of  the  country;  but  per- 
haps he  will  forgive  me  for  sayicg  that 
I  altogether  question  his  right  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  farmers  of  the  country. 
.He  told  us  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Agri- 
cultural Holdings  Act  has  proved  a 
complete  failure  altogether.  Fioally,  he 
said  that  the  three  essential  require- 
ments are  freedom  of  cultivation,  se* 
curity  for  capital,  and  moderate  rents. 
I  should  be  aisposed,  generally  speak- 
ing, to  answer  those  three  requirements 
in  way.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  farmer,  at  tho  present  time,  is  abso- 
lutely master  of  the  situation.  The 
difficulty  in  these  days  is  not  for  a  far- 
mer to  get  a  farm,  but  for  a  landlord  to 
find  a  tenant.  In  such  circumstances, 
if  a  farmer  fails  to  make  an  agreement, 
which  gives  him  freedom  of  oiutivation, 
security  for  capital,  and  moderate  rent, 
he  has  nobody  to  blame  but  himself.  I 
will  give  an  instance  which  occurred 
only  a  few  days  ago.  I  was  reading 
a  letter,  which  was  addressed  by  one 
of  the  best  fanners  in  Eup^land  to 
a  man  who  was  generally  considered  to 
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be  an  excellent  landlord.  It  was  a 
letter  resigning  his  farm,  which  was  a 
first-class  farm,  in  admirable  order,  and 
thoroughly  equipped  with  every  modem 
requirement,  and  it  was  let  at  what  the 
tenant  admitted  to  be  a  reasonable  rent. 
"Well,  what  is  thepurport  of  that  letter? 
The  purport  of  the  letter  was,  in  the 
first  place,  to  express  the  writer's  grief 
at  finding  the  time  had  come  when  it 
was  absuutely  necessary  for  him  to 
givo  up  his  farm.  A  more  kindly  or 
more  generous  letter  was  never  written 
by  a  tenant  to  a  landlord ;  but  what  ho 
says  is  thisn- 

I  have  had  saoh  heavy  Iobks  for  many 
jrean  that  it  is  imposnble  for  me  to  continue 
in  this  business,  xou  hare  granted  me  erery- 
thing  I  ask  ;  you  have  made  reductions  of  rent, 
which  have  been  liberal  in  tho  extreme,  and  for 
the  last  iew  years  I  have  never  made  a  request 
which  was  not  acceded  to  by  you.  If  your 
farm  is  worth  Amninf  at  all,  it  is  worth  a 
great  deal  more  than  I  am  paying  yoa  at  tho 
present  time." 

[Oppotition  laughter.']  Hon.  Members 
opposite  seem  to  think  that  this  is  a 
matter  for  laughter  and  amusement ; 
but  I  venture  to  think  that  they  very 
much  under- estimate  the  gravity  of  the 
position.  So  grave  and  serious  is  that 
position,  that  in  treating  it  as  a  matter 
of  amusement  hon.  Members  are  labour- 
ing under  a  great  mistake.  The  writer 
of  this  letter  winds  up  in  this  way— 

"  If  your  farm  ia  worth  fanning  at  all,  it  ia 
worth  s  great  deal  more  than  I  am  paying  you 
at  the  present  time ;  hut  bo  serious  has  the 
agricultural  position  become,  that  I  must  de- 
cline an^  longer  to  invest  capital  in  anything 
of  the  kmd." 

The  hon.  Member  for  Tor&rshire  (Mr. 
Barclay),  when  he  contrasted  the  posi- 
tion of  the  English  farmer  with  ^at  of 
the  fumer  in  America,  suggested  that 
if  there  were  more  freedom  of  cultiva- 
tion here,  as  in  America,  farmers  might 
embark  more  largely  on  dairy  business 
than  they  do  at  present.  The  fact  is, 
that  that  has  already  been  done  in  a 
great  many  parts  of  England,  with  this 
resiilt — that  the  competition  in  that  line 
of  industry  has  already  become  so  great 
that  prices  have  depreciated,  and  some 
farmers  have  been  obliged  to  give  it  up. 
Allow  me  to  say  a  word  or  two  on 
the  subject  of  freedom  of  cultivation. 
"  Freedom  of  cultivation  "  has  a  capti- 
vating sound ;  but  there  are  two  parties 
to  be  considered  'in  the  matter.  Al- 
though it  may  be  desirable  on  the  one 
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hand  that  farmere  should  have  ae  much 
freedom  of  cultiration  as  can  be  allowed, 
and  as  is  oompatible  with  the  interests 
of  the  landlord,  I  do  not  suppose 
that  evea  the  hon.  Member  for  For- 
farahire  would  desire  to  allow  free- 
dom of  onltiTatioii  to  such  an  extent 
that  a  fanner  might  hold  a  farm  for 
tiiree  or  four  years,  cnltiTftie  it  as  he 
Hked,  ruin  it  irretrievably  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  then  hand  it  back  to  the 
laudlrad.  What  security  would  the 
landlord  have  for  his  own  protection 
and  fair  treatment  ?  Tet  that  is  the 
meaning  of  freedom  of  cultiTation  unless 
precautions  are  taken  for  the  fair  treat- 
ment of  the  landlords;  and  on  that 
point  the  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire 
had  not  one  word  to  say.  The  hon. 
Member  talked  a  great  deal  about 
aecnritf  of  capital.  "What  did  he  mean 
by  it  7  For  my  own  part,  I  was  under 
the  impression  that  when  the  Agricul- 
tural Holdings  Bill  was  brought  in  a 
few  years  ago  absolute  security  was 
conferred  upon  the  farmer.  The  gene- 
ral effect  was  either  that  the  Act  would 
be  adopted  by  landlord  and  tenant  at 
the  same  time,  or  tHae  that  where  either 
landlord  or  tenant  deored  it,  liberal 
arrangements  would  be  made  on  terms 
mntafuly  agreeable  to  those  who  entered 
into  them.  Although  I  have  Hstened 
attentively  to-night  to  every  word  that 
has  been  said,  I  cannot  say  that  I  heard 
a  single  syllable  from  any  hon.  Member 
which  leads  me  to  believe  that  at  the 
present  moment  there  is  any  real  griev- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  farmer,  on  the 
ground  that  he  has  no  security  for  the 
capital  he  invests.  The  real  object  of 
the  hon.  Member  began  to  crop  out 
towards  the  close  of  his  speech.  The 
pith  uf  the  speech  was  a  plea  on  the 
part  of  the  hon.  Member,  on  behalf  of 
the  Scotch  farmers,  for  permission  to 
break  their  leases  before  tribunals  which 
should  establish  fair  rents  over  the 
whole  of  the  country.  If  there  is  one 
moral  mon  than  another  to  be  drawn 
from  this  debate  it  is  this — ^that  the 
debate  is  a  severe  condemnation  of  the 
system  of  leases  which,  not  many  years 
ago,  was  exceedingly  popular  with  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject  of 
leases  in  reply  to  the  arguments  put 
forward  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Having 
made  this  proportion,  the  hon.  Member 
proceeded  to  say  that  it  would  be  de- 
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nounced  at  once  as  a  great  interference 
with  the  freedom  of  contract.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  made  a  mistake.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  with  regard 
to  leases  does  not  involve  so  much  inter- 
ference  with  the  ireedom  of  contract  aa 
a  distinct  breach  of  existing  contracts. 
But  as  that  was  the  position  taken  up 
by  the  hon.  Member  let  me  say  a  word 
more.  I  want  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
whether,  if  the  lease  is  to  be  broken  in 
the  interest  of  the  tenant  because  timea 
are  bad,  he  will  pledge  himself  to  this 
— that  the  lease  shall  be  broken  in  the 
interest  of  the  landlord  when  times  are 
good? 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY:  I  did  not 
advocate  fixed  rents. 

Me.  CHAPLIN;  I  am  not  talking 
about  rents ;  I  am  talking  about  leases ; 
and  I  ask  if  the  hon.  Member  will 
pledge  himself  to  the  proposition  that 
when  times  are  good  the  lease  shall  be 
broken  in  the  interest  of  the  landlords? 

Mb.  J.  W.  BABOLAY :  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  accept  re-valuatioa  from 
time  to  time. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  From  time  to  time ! 

Mb.  J.  W.  BAEOLAY  :  The  Bill 
which  I  introduced  last  year  proposed 
that  there  should  be  re-valuation  every 
seven  years. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  Then  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, as  I  underetand,  proposes  that  in 
the  interest  of  the  tenuit  the  lease  shall 
be  broken  at  any  period  when  times 
are  bad ;  but  that  in  the  interest  of 
the  landlord  it  shall  only  be  broken 
every  seven  years !  [Mr.  J.  W.  Babclat: 
No.]  Then  I  should  like  to  know  what 
it  is  that  the  hon.  Member  does  mean  ? 
I  feel  the  deepest  sympathy  with  tenants 
iu  Scotland,  who  are  suffering  £rom  tlie 
fact  that  they  have  entered  into  a  long 
lease  in  times  of  prosperity,  and  who 
are  now  suffering  greatly  because  they 
hold  these  leases  in  depressed  times. 
But  I  must  confess  it  seems  to  me  that 
unless  hon.  Membera  are  prepared  to 
adopt  a  course  which  would  be  mani- 
festly ui^ust  to  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
contact  the  only  way  of  dealing  with 
the  hardship  is  to  leave  it  to  the  gene- 
rosity and  good  feeling  of  the  landlords 
in  Scotland  to  make  such  arrangements 
with  thoir  tenants  as  the  necessities  of 
the  times  may  require.  From  all  the 
information  which  has  reached  me  from 
time  to  time,  that  is  being  done  to  a 
largo  extent  at  the  present  time,  and  it 
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viU  continne  to  be  done.  The  hon. 
Geotleman  also  deeired  to  have  fair 
rents ;  but,  to  my  great  surpriee,  he 
illustrated  his  argumeut  in  that  direc- 
tion by  a  reference  to  Ireland.  We  all 
know  what  bos  followed  from  the  adop- 
tion of  that  principle  in  that  country. 
Will  any  hon.  Member  on  that  side  of 
the  House  tell  me  that  the  institution  of 
fair  rents  in  Ireland  has  been  either  to 
the  advantage  and  prosperity  of  that 
country,  or  that  it  has  tended  in  any  way 
to  the  derelopoient  of  agriculture  in 
Ireland?  All  1  can  say  is  this- — that  if 
the  same  consequences  were  to  follow 
from  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  fair 
rents  in  any  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Dominions  as  we  witness,  to  our  sorrow, 
in  Ireland  at  the  present  time,  God 
forbid  that  I  should  lire  to  see  the  day 
when  the  system  should  be  introduced 
into  England !  Does  the  hon.  Member, 
or  thoee  who  think  with  him,  really  be- 
lieve that  much  advantage  is  to  be 

f ained  by  the  adoption  of  that  system  ? 
f  so,  I  would  venture,  with  great 
respect,  to  refer  him  to  some  observa- 
tions made  on  that  subject  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Iiothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  not  long  after 
I  came  into  the  House,  during  the  pas- 
sage through  Parliament  of  the  Irish 
Luid  Act  of  1870,  in  which  he  absolutely 
demolished  the  proposal  of  fair  rent 
even  as  applied  to  Ireland,  and  proved 
conclusively,  even  to  demonstration,  that 
the  adoption  of  the  principle  could  only 
have  the  result  of  demoralizing  the 
•"whole  mass  of  the  people  in  that 
country.  Whether  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  right  in  his  forecast  or 
wrong,  I  will  leave  it  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  decide.  For  myself,  I  can 
see  no  relief  whatever  for  the  present 
agricultural  depression  in  the  institution 
of  fair  rents  proposed  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. Neither  do  1  believe  in  the  further 
proposition  which  has  been  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  large  farms  of 
tiie  oountiy  should  be  broken  up.  It 
seems  to  me  a  strange  proposal  that  if 
mea.  of  capital,  with  the  advantage  of 
every  appliance  of  science,  have  failed  to 
make  agriculture  pay  by  breaking  up 
the  large  farms  and  putting  them  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  nave  neither  capital 
nor  the  same  means  of  turning  them  to 
aooount  they  will  be  made  to  pay.  This 
system  has  been  tried  largely  for  years 
in  the  part  of  the  country  which  I  have 

Mr.  Oht^Un 


jinwer  to  Ser  388 

the  honour  to  represent.  There,  great 
tracts  of  country,  which  formerly  were 
large  estates,  have  been  broken  up  and 
divided  into  thousands  of  small  holdings, 
which  are  occupied  and  farmed  at  the 
present  time.  What  is  the  result?  If 
hon.  Members  will  sometimes  take  the 
trouble  to  refer  to  the  Keports  of  the 
Koyal  Commission  on  Agriculture — and 
they  certainly  do  contain  a  great  deal  of 
valuable  information— I  think  a  very 
brief  study  of  those  Eeporta  will  show 
them  that  among  all  the  different  classes 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  much 
aa  they  have  Buffered,  of  landlords, 
tenants,  and  labourers,  all  put  together, 
there  is  not  one  class  whose  sufferings 
can  for  a  moment  be  compared  to  those 
of  the  freeholders  of  Liucolnshire  farm- 
ing these  small  holdings  into  which  the 
hon.  Member  desires,  in  the  interests  of 
the  country,  to  see  the  land  generally 
broken  up.  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  that 
it  was  possible  to  say  something  more 
encouraging  in  regard  to  agricultural 
prospects  than  I  am  able  to  say  to-night. 
There  is  only  one  gleam  of  hope  under 
present  circumstances  which  I  continue 
to  cherish,  and  it  is  this — that  I  cannot 
believe  it  is  possible  that  foreign  oouu' 
tries  can  continue  for  any  prolonged 
period  to  send  us,  at  a  profit,  their  pro- 
duce at  the  prices  which  prevail  at  die 
present  time.  If  I  am  right  in  that, 
then,  as  a  matter  of  course,  prices  would 
rise  at  once ;  and  with  a  nse  of  prices 
for  agricultural  produce  we  may  be  sure 
that  the  relief  of  agrioultural  depression 
would  commence.  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  only  one  thing  we  can  do  at  the 
present  time  ;  and  that  has  been  alluded 
to,  in  touching  terms,  by  my  noble  Friend 
the  Member  for  Hertfordshire  (Viscount 
Grimston) — namely,  that  all  classes  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  must  be  prepared 
to  make  self-sacrifices,  and  do  all  within 
their  power  to  help  each  other  through 
this  terrible  and  disastrous  period  of 
depression.  I  believe  that  has  been 
done  already  to  a  great  extent.  We 
have  heard  much  of  landlords,  and  the 
rents  they  receive,  and  the  terms  upcm 
which  they  ought  to  receive  rent ;  and 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  appeu  to  ^ink, 
from  the  tone  of  the  speeches  delivered 
to-night,  that  landlords  have  waited  for 
their  lectures  before  they  adopted  a 
course  of  reducing  and  remitting  largely 
the  rents  paid  to  them  by  their  tenants. 
It  does  not  follow  that  because  every 


{00HM0N8} 


Digitized  by 


889         MajesUf^t  Most 

landlord  in  the  countiy  does  not  thiok 
it  necessarj  to  advertise  the  fact  when- 
ever he  makes  a  large  reduction  that  he 
has  been  slow  to  take  that  course.  If  I 
were  to  tell  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  all 
I  know  with  regard  to  the  enormous  re- 
duction of  rent  that  has  taken  place 
already,  and  the  enormous  reduction  of 
the  incomes  of  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  landlords  throughout  England,  I  think 
I  should  tell  them  something  which  I 
suspect  would  astonish  a  great  many  of 
them.  If  there  is  nothing  to  be  con- 
demned on  the  part  of  the  landlords— 
and  I  do  not  think  there  is,  for  I  believe 
they  have  behaved  well  and  rightly,  and 
have  come  forward  nobly  to  do  their  doty 
in  this  time  of  agricultural  depression 
— still  less  have  I  one  word  of  complaint 
against  the  tenant  farmers,  who  have 
shown  singular  patience,  pluck,  and 
energy  in  the  most  difficult  and  trying 
circumstances.  Nothing  is  more  re- 
markable, or  does  them  more  credit,  than 
this — when  after  six  or  seven  j^ears  of 
such  bad  seasons  as  were  probably  never 
paralleled,  when  it  was  impossible  to  do 
justice  to  their  farms,  and  when  it 
pleased  Providence,  at  the  end  of  that 
weather,  to  send  them  fine  weather  and 
fine  seasons — nothii^  is  more  remark- 
able than  the  way  they  buckled  to,  and 
did  everything  in  the  power  of  men  of 
business  to  restore  the  character  of  their 
occupation.  Then  with  regard  to  the 
labourers.  I  should  like  to  say  ono 
word  on  that  subject.  It  is  with  great 
regret  that  I  observe  that  they,  too,  at 
last  have  begun  to  feel  the  e£feot8  of 
agricultural  depression.  For  several 
years  they  probably  suffered  less  from 
the  prevailing  agricultural  depression 
than  any  other  class  engaged  in  agri- 
culture ;  bnt  I  regret  to  say  that  the  time 
at  last  has  come  when  it  has  begun  to 
hear  most  heavily  and  disastrously  upon 
them.  Their  wages  have  fallen  to  a 
degree  whioh  fills  me  with  compassion. 
I  know  this — that  in  my  own  county, 
where  aght  or  ten  years  ago  the  la- 
bourer  was  receiving  wages  at  the  rate 
of  per  day,  he  is  now  receiving 
not  more  than  2«.  per  day,  and  I  have 
been  told  that  even  that  rate  will  be 
reduced  during  the  coming  winter.  That 
means  much  suffering  not  only  to  him, 
but  to  the  family  he  has  to  support.  I 
have  often  thought  that  it  was  won- 
derful how,  upon  such  a  miserable 
pittance  as  2«.  per  day,  an  agricultural 
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labourer  should  be  able  to  bring  up  his 
family  and  maintain  his  home  so  re- 
spectably and  admirably  as  many  of 
them  do.  But  that  is  not  aU.  Not  only 
have  wages  fallen  largely,  but  great 
numbers  of  labourers  are  out  of  em- 
ployment altogether;  and  I  am  afraid, 
before  this  winter  passes,  that  the  num- 
ber will  be  largely  increased.  What  is 
to  be  the  remedy  for  all  this  ?  How 
am  I  to  be  blamed,  speaking  on  the  part 
of  the  Conservative  Government,  be- 
cause I  am  unable  to  submit  measures, 
or  to  put  before  the  House  proposals, 
which  are  adequate  to  deal  with  so  grave 
a  position  and  so  serious  an  emergency 
as  the  present  is?  Has  anything  fallen, 
from  any  hon.  Gentleman  to-night  which 
can  be  considerod,  for  a  single  moment, 
as  an  effectual  remedy  for  the  agricul- 
tural distress  ?  If  there  has  been,  or 
if  there  is  anything  to  be  said,  I  can 
only  join  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wiltshire  (Mr.  Long)  in 
saying  that  we  would  rally  as  one  man 
in  doing  all  that  lies  within  our  power, 
within  legitimatebounds,  to  relieve  the  de* 
prossion,  and  to  help  those  who  are  suffer- 
ing to  tide  over  ^eir  difficulties  until 
the  time  may  come  when  we  may  look 
forward  to  happier  and  brighter  times. 

Mr.  LIONEL  COHEN  said,  he  would 
ask  for  that  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
the  House  which  was  usually  accorded  to 
any  Member  who  rose  to  address  it  for 
the  first  time.  There  were,  besides,  special 
reasons  why  he  should  ask  for  the  foi'- 
bearance  and  indulgence  of  the  House 
in  making  a  few  observations  upon  this 
question.  He  was  the  first  new  Member 
who  had  risen  to  claim  especial  sym- 
pathy on  the  ground  of  his  being  a  * '  Boy- 
cotted" individual,  as  a  humble  Member 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Trade  and 
Agriculture.  It  might  afford  some  con- 
solation  to  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sat  on 
his  right,  below  the  Ministerial  Gang- 
way, when  they  saw  that  in  his  case  tho 
process  had  not  been  attended  with 
those  unfortunate  results  ascribed  to  it 
in  the  Sister  Island.  Indeed,  he  might 
say  that  he  looked  with  some  degree  of 
hope  and  confidence  to  the  action  of  that 
much-maligned  body,  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Trade ;  and  he  hoped  it 
would  have  the  effect,  through  the 
operations  of  commerce,  of  securing 
without  delay  those  conditions  of  tenure 
whioh  alone  could  fit  both  tenant  far- 
mers and  labourers  for  the  new  and 
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trying  circometancee  in  vhibh  they  were 

{meed.  He  thought  he  was  justified  in 
ooking  to  the  operations  of  commerce 
for  a  remedy.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Famell),  in  his  address 
the  other  night,  attributed  the  difficul- 
ties in  which  his  country  was  placed 
mainly  to  agricultural  depression.  The 
chain  between  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture was  a  close  one,  and  rirettcd  by 
many  links;  and,  as  a  commercial  man, 
representing  a  commercial  and  artizan 
constituency,  he  had  some  cauee  to  com- 
plain that,  notwithstanding  the  closeness 
of  the  links  of  the  chain  between  com- 
merce and  agriculture,  the  general  dis- 
cussion on  the  Address  had  all  tended  to 
enlist  the  sympathy  of  the  House  on  the 
side  of  those  engaged  in  agriculture, 
whereas  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
large  pursuits  of  commerce  had  neither 
recelTed  notice  nor  sympathy.  AVhat 
was  the  causa  which  brought  about  all 
these  agricultural  difficulties?  In  the 
first  place,  taking  a  wide  range,  it  was, 
no  doubt,  the  operation  of  political  mis- 
trust in  different  parte  of  the  Kingdom. 
Capital  was  stagcantto  an  extent  which, 
in  the  course  of  a  long  business  experi- 
ence, he  hardly  ever  recollected.  With 
that,  enterprize  became  dormant,  em- 
ployment became  difficult,  and  those  en- 
gaged in  commerce  were  unable  to  pay 
the  prices  formerly  paid  for  agricultural 
produce.  This  acted  and  re-acted  all 
over  the  world ;  and  the  result  was 
shown  both  in  the  condition  of  the 
tenant  farmer  and  of  the  labourer. 
Therefore,  he  maintained  that  the  con- 
ditions were  both  direct  and  immediate 
in  the  operation  of  commerce  upon  the 
produce  of  the  land.  They  had  been 
told  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Lin- 
colnshire (Mr.  Chaplin)  that  it  was 
impossible  to  do  that  which  was  asked 
for  by  legislation.  In  that  opinion 
he  ventured  humbly  to  concur ;  but 
it  was  not  impossible,  by  confidence  and 
by  encouragement,  to  free  our  trade  in 
some  degree  from  the  shackles  which 
surrounded  it,  and  to  give  an  impetus  to 
commerce.  There  were  three  modes  by 
which  the  agriculturist  and  the  labourer 
might  be  benefited.  The  first  was  by 
enabling  better  prices  to  be  secured  for 
articles  of  consumption.  The  second  was 
by  giving  the  producer-  bett^  facilities 
for  carrying  his  produce  from  one  part 
of  the  country  to  another  at  fair  and 
equitable  rates ;  and  the  thixd  was  by  eo 
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regulating  the  incidenoe  of  taxation  that 
no  undue  burdens  should  be  laid  upon 
the  Bhoulders  of  those  who  were  en- 
gag^  in  the  oaltivation  of  the  land. 
He  ventured  to  ask  the  House  with  con- 
fidence whether,  if  more  attention  were 
paid  to  these  three  brandies  of  Economio 
Science,  a  speedier  result  would  not  be 
secured  for  the  agricultural  interests 
than  by  going  into  Committee  or  bring- 
ing in  Bills  with  complex  clauses  deal- 
ing with  a  subject  so  difficult  as  the 
tenure  of  the  land  ?  The  first  way  to 
secure  better  prices  was  to  encourage 
traders  to  send  their  goods  to  all  parts 
of  the  world.  In  connection  with  this 
point  he  must  say  that  he  had  heard 
with  apprehension  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Qladstone) 
speak  of  their  adventures  in  Bormah  as 
treading  on  dangerous  ground.  That 
was  not  the  way  in  whidi  the  merohants 
and  traders  of  foreign  countries  were 
spoken  of  by  the  statesmen  of  those  coun- 
tries. It  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, no  matter  to  what  Party  it  be- 
longed, not  to  present  a  cold  shoulder  to 
mercantile  industry  —  he  did  not  mean 
to  operations  that  were  improperly 
carried  out,  or  subject  justly  to  fine  and 
penalty  in  the  various  countries — but  to 
hold  out  an  encouraging  hand  to  those  of 
their  merchants  who  were  engaged  in 
commercial  enterprise  abroad.  To  the 
collapse  which  had  attended  some  of  the 
commercial  enterprizes  of  the  coimtrj 
to  a  considerable  extent  the  depression 
of  agriculture  was  due.  As  a  Member 
of  the  Boyal  Commission  on  Trade,  it 
would  not  become  him  to  say  in  what 
direction  their  inquiry  tended ;  but  he 
wished  to  observe  that  he  repelled  most 
emphatically  the  observations  of  the 
right  hon,  and  learned  Member  for 
Clackmannan  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  when 
he  said  that  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mission had  entered  upon  their  labours 
with  a  preconceived  bias,  and  with  pre- 
possessions in  favour  of  one  set  of  econo- 
mical doctrines  over  another  aa  governing 
remedial  measures.  He  had  yet  to  learn 
from  any  Member  of  the  Commission 
that  he  had  entered  upon  the  inquiry 
with  any  other  object  than  the  desire 
and  intention  of  following  it  out  for  the 
benefit  of  trade  and  agriculture  free 
from  all  prejudices  in  favour  of  any  of 
those  economic  doctrines  which  some 
hon.  Gentlemen  wrongfully  attributed 
to  them.    He  came  now  to  another 
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subject — OQO  of  the  moat  important 
questions  wltioh  could  oocupy  tbe  mind 
of  the  Legislature.    It  was  no  Fart^ 
question,  and  the  difficulties  attending  it 
vere  very  great,  because  it  badlarge  and 
powerM  interests  to  struggle  against— 
he  referred  to  the  question  of  the  carry- 
ing trade  for  the  purposes  of  home  trade. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Banbury  Divi- 
sion  of   Oxfordshire   (8ir  Bernhard 
Samuelson)  had  done  good  service  by 
calling  attention  in  his  able  pamphlet, 
which  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every 
hon.  Member,  to  the  difl&oulties  which 
the  producers  of  this  country  were  sub- 
jected to  in  the  carrying  of  their  goods. 
Whatever  the  result  of  the  Commission 
might  be,  that  was  a  matter  which  would 
need  all  the  attention  it  could  receive 
from  every  section  of  the  House,  so  as 
to  secure  to  the  producer  that  freedom 
in  removiog  his  goods  from  one  part  of 
the  country  to  another  which  was  en- 
joyed by  producers  in  foreign  countries, 
and  also  in  their  own  Cmonies.  The 
third  branch  of  the  subject — ^namely, 
the  incidence  of  taxation,  was  too  large 
and  too  difficult  a  matter  for  him  to 
venture  to  obtrude  upon  the  House  in  a 
maiden  speech  at  that  hour  of  the  even- 
ing; but  he  desired  to  say  that  local 
taxation  was,  in  this  country,  placed 
almost  entirely  upon  the  shoulders  of 
those  who  resided  in  the  locality,  whereas 
abroad  it  was  placed,  to  a  great  extent, 
upon  the  consumer  in  the  shape  of 
octroi  duties.     The  next  question  was 
the  desirability  of  securing  improvements 
without  delay.    There  was  no  royal  road 
to  prosperity,  as  they  would  find  out 
when  they  began  to  turn  the  comer,  as 
he  certainly  hoped  they  would  do  shortly. 
Frosperity  could  not  be  secured  rapidly, 
but  only  by  the  gradual  process  of 
time,  and  by  studying  these  eoonomio 
questions  in  no  Farty  spirit.   The  col- 
lapse of  the  industry  of  the  country  was 
the  cause  of  the  low  prices  of  produce, 
and  the  low  prices  of  produce  were  the 
causes  of  the  depression  of  agriculture. 
The  whole  thing  worked  round  in  a  con- 
tinual circle,  the  effect  of  depression  both 
in  trade  and  agriculture  rebounding  on 
the  condition  of  the  agricultural  la- 
bourer and  the  tenant  farmer.  Already 
the  words  "too  late"  had  brought 
grief  and  sorrow  upon  the  country  ;  and 
he  sincerely  hoped  that  the  same  words 
would  not  be  made  to  apply  to  the  com- 
merce and  agriculture  of  the  country. 


He  trusted  that  due  care  would  be  taken 
not  to  apply  the  improvements  of  com- 
merce too  late.  If  they  wasted  their 
time  in  quarrelsome  legislation  it  would 
be  impossible  to  introduce  the  improve- 
ments that  were  necessary ;  and  the  result 
would  be  that  commeroial  enterprise 
would  leave  the  shores  of  this  country, 
and  trade  would  be  directed  into  other 
channels.  It  was  in  the  hope  that  this 
discussion  would  have  a  tendency  to 
draw  greater  attention  to  the  pursuits  of 
commerce  than  they  had  already  received 
that  he  had  ventured  to  obtrude  himself 
on  the  notice  of  the  House.  He  had 
now  only  to  thank  the  House  for  the 
patience  with  which  they  had  listened 
to  him. 

SiE  EICHAIiD  TEMPLE  rose  to 
address  the  House,  but  was  received  with 
loud  calls  for  a  division.  The  hon.  Ba- 
ronet said,  that  if  he  was  in  Order  he 
would  move  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— {Sir  Richard  Temple,) 

The  OHANOELLOB  of  the  EZOHE- 
QTJSR  :  My  hon.  Friend  behind  me  is 
anxious  to  address  a  few  words  to  the 
House  on  this  subject  as  representing  a 
great  agricultural  county;  but  he  was 
received  in  a  way  which  induced  him  to 
think  that  some  Members  of  the  House 
did  not  care  to  listen  to  him  at  this  hour 
of  the  morning.  I  trust  that  my  hon. 
Friend  will  withdraw  his  Motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  and  that 
the  House  will  be  disposed  to  receive 
with  favour  the  remarits  he  wishes  to 

8m  EIOHARD  TEMFLE  said,  ho 
was  quite  ready  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  his  right  hon.  Friend;  and  he 
would,  therefore,  withdraw  the  Motion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  again  proposed,  "That those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Sm  RICHARD  TEMPLE  said,  that 
it  was  all  very  well  for  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  to  cry  "'Divide;"  but  it 
was  impossible  to  divide  until  the  re- 
marks which  had  been  made  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  had  received  a 
complete  answer  from  that  side  of  the 
House.  As  the  Leader  of  the  House 
had  just  observed,  he  (Sir  Biohard 
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Temple)  represented  a  great  agricultural 
constituency.    lie  was  also  personally 
connected  with  the  land,  and  he  had  had 
the  management  of  allotments  which 
had  been  successful  under  the  arrange- 
ments which  had  endured  for  many 
years.    He  therefore  trusted  tbat  those 
who  took  an  interest  in  the  question 
would  be  good  enough  to  listen  to  the 
remarks  he  intended  to  make,  seeing 
that  they  came  from  a  practical  man. 
He  would  remind  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site that  they  were  askod  to  remodol  the 
conditions  of  tenancy  in  reference  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil ;  but  the  debate 
BO  far  had  been  so  inconsequential  that 
he  claimed  permission  to  remind  the 
House  that  the  principal  class  among 
the  cultivators  of  the  soil  was  composed 
of  tho  farm  labourers.  There  was  in  the 
oonntry  plenty  of  land  available  for 
allotments  if  the  labourers  would  tako 
it;  but  something  more  was  desired; 
because  the  truth  of  the  matter  was  that 
when  the  land  was  offered  to  the  la- 
bourers for  allotments  they  sometimes 
refused  to  take  it.    The  fact  was  that 
while  allotments  of  limited  area,  favour- 
able situation,  and  fertile  soil  answered 
well  enough,  on  tho  other  hand  allot- 
ments of  average  soil  were  apt  to  fail. 
Instances  of  such  failure  were  common 
in  the  West  of  England.    Market  gar- 
dening had  been   alluded   to  during 
the  debate ;  and,  no  doubt,  that  was 
an  industry  suited  to  the  allotment  sys- 
tem.   He  was  himself  connected  with  a 
constituency  which  was  one  of  the  great 
centres  of  market  gardening;  and  be 
was  satisfied  that  he  was  only  re-echoing 
the  opinion  of  his  constituents  when  he 
stated  that  market  gardening  might 
easily  be  overdone.   If  it  were  to  be 
overdone  by  means  of  an  allotment 
system  artificially  introduced,  the  prices 
market  gardening  produce  would  bo 
BO  lowered  that  the  industry  would  cease 
to  be  profitable.   Much  was  said  about 
farms  lying  waste,  and  waiting  only  for 
labour.    The  meaning  of  that  was  that 
such  fetrms  should  be  cut  up  into  allot- 
ments.   But  it  was  forgotten  that  such 
a  parcelling  out  required  capital — -per- 
haps £500  for  each  allotment  of  three 
or  four  acres.    The  agitators  who  urged 
this  never  indicated  how  this  capital 
was  to  be  raised,  or  how  the  allotment 
holder  was  to  pay  tho  interest.  Nor 
was  it  fair  to  compare,  as  was  too  often 
done,  the  rents  of  allotmeuta  having 
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specially  good  land  with  the  average 
rent  of  farms  having  various  sorts  of 
land,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent.  But, 
apart  from  these  larger  allotments  on 
which  the  labourer  was  to  subsist  with- 
out working  for  wages,  he  was  heartily 
in  favour  of  small  lulotments — half-an- 
acre  or  so  —  attached  to  the  cottages 
of  farm  labourers,  whereby  they  could 
supplement  their  earnings,  and  whereon 
they  could  employ  themselves  for  the 
good  of  their  families  when  employment 
with  the  farmer  might  be  slack  and 
wages  Irregular.  If  this  system  could 
be  rendered  universal  the  farm  labourers 
could  never  be  the  victims  of  enforced 
idleness  and  consequent  want.  He  de- 
nied that  the  rents  which  were  asked  for 
allotments  were  at  all  too  high. 

Sm  AEOHIBALD  CAMPBELL 
asked  the  permission  of  the  House,  as 
the  Bepresentative  of  a  constituenoy 
largely  agricultural  as  well  as  commer- 
cial, to  say  a  few  words.  Any  person 
who  looked  round  and  saw  the  condition 
of  agriculture  or  trade  throughout  the 
country  must  regard  it  with  the  very 
greatest  amount  of  feeling.  As  far  as 
his  experience  had  gone — and  it  had  been 
a  pretty  long  one— as  to  landlords  and 
tenants— at  all  events  as  to  landlords  and 
tenants  in  Scotland— it  was  felt  there 
was  great  community  of  interest  between 
the  two  classes-  In  Scotland  there  was 
a  deep  feeling  that  although  the  agri- 
cultural depression  might  become  worse 
than  it  was  at  present,  the  best  way 
they  could  get  over  it  was  by  mutual 
confidence  and  concession.  He  was 
thankful  to  think  that  that  confidence 
had  not  been  misplaced,  either  by  the 
landlords  or  by  the  tenants.  The  fact 
of  the  matter  was  that  the  land  was  only 
worth  what  it  could  produce.  If  pro- 
duce came  in  from  foreign  countries  in 
larger  and  larger  quantities  year  by 
year,  continually  depreciating  the  prices 
of  the  produce  and  commodities  which 
the  tenants  supplied,  it  was  very  clear 
that  the  profits  on  both  sides  must  de- 
crease. The  landlords  were  willing  to 
accept  tbat  position ;  but  they  asked 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  make 
fair  bargains,  such  as  were  made  in  all 
trades  —  that  freedom  of  bargain  and 
contract  between  landlord  and  tenant 
should  be  preserved.  If  they  felt  con- 
fident of  that,  and  then  made  a  bad 
bargain,  they  must  take  the  conse- 
qu^ces.  They  hoped  and  trusted,  after 
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the  erperience  they  had  had,  that  they 
might  be  able  to  hold  their  own,  and  that 
they  might  be  able  to  make  fair  arrange- 
ments oetvreea  themselves  —  between 
landlords  and  tenants — to  keep  up  lhat 
great  system  of  agriculture— one  of  the 
largest  and,  as  hctd  been  well  said,  one 
of  the  oldest  trades  in  the  country. 
Landlords  felt  that  their  pro&ta  might 
be  less ;  but  they  wero  willing  to  face 
the  altered  state  of  things,  if  they  were 
only  allowed  to  trust  to  conQdence  be- 
tween man  and  man.  Hon.  Members 
had  spoken  of  the  necessity  of  cultivating 
a  great  deal  of  the  land  now  Ijing 
waste.  "What  was  the  reason  that  land 
was  now  Ijing  waste  ?  Some  of  this 
land  might  appear  fair  to  those  who 
looked  upon  it;  but  he  was  bound  to 
say  that  when  the  matter  was  fully  in- 
vestigated, it  would  be  found  that  the 
land  would  hardly  pay  the  interest  on 
the  capital  required  to  break  it  up.  If 
the  money  which  had  been  expended  by 
tho  Buke  of  Sutherland  had  been  laid 
out  on  other  improvements,  instead  of 
on  trying  to  improve  land,  the  noble 
Dnke  and  a  great  many  of  his  people 
would  have  been  much  better  off.  Costly 
experiments  like  the  cultivation  of  waste 
land  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
capital ;  and  he  asked  whether  it  was 
likely,  with  the  continual  changes  and 
the  dif&calties  which  had  to  be  con- 
fronted, that  capital  would  be  put  in 
the  land  if  landlords  did  not  expect  to 
get  some  return  for  it  ?  He  knew  that 
2  per  cent  was  oon«dered  very  good 
percentage  upon  money  invested  in  land, 
landlords  were  willing  to  take  less  than 
tiiat  if  they  could  only  look  for  some 
fruit  of  their  industry.  He  was  perfectly 
certain  that  nothing  was  so  misohievous 
as  interference  between  ^ose  who  were 
most  interested  in  the  better  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land — namely,  the  landlords 
and  tenants.  If  they  were  only  allowed 
to  fight  the  battle  out  themselves,  he 
felt  perfectly  certain  that  in  his  part  of 
tho  country,  at  any  rate,  the  good  feel- 
ing prevailing  would  enable  them  to 
tide  over  the  present  depression.  At 
the  same  time,  if  any  measure  could 
be  proposed  by  which  the  local  taxa- 
tion could  be  made  more  equitable, 
he  should  be  most  happy  to  co-operate 
in  such  a  measure.  He  thanked  the 
House  for  the  kindness  with  which 
they  had  received  this,  his  maiden 
aprnch. 


Mb.  KIMBEB  said,  that  a  careful 
reading  of  the  proposed  Amendment 
would  show  that  it  involved  a  dilemma, 
either  horn  of  which  wfm  either  a 
political  or  a  logical  absurdity.  Hon. 
Members  would  notice  that  the  Amend- 
ment stated  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment should  have  recommended  Her 
Majesty  to  say  that  she  would  propose 
measures  of  law  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing to  one  class  of  individuals — culti- 
vators of  the  soil— certain  favourable 
conditions  of  tenure,  such  as  would  en- 
courage them  to  cope  with  their  present 
adversity.  Now,  a  law  "to  secure  con- 
ditions of  tenure  "  meant  that  the  con- 
tract between  the  cultivators  of  the  soil 
and  the  persons  with  whom  they  would 
have  to  make  the  contract — namely, 
the  owners  of  the  soil  —  would  have 
to  be  made  either  voluntarily  or  com- 
pulsorily.  If  voluntarily,  it  was  ob- 
vious that  no  law  was  required,  seeing 
that  it  was  competent  for  the  cultivators 
and  the  owners  of  the  soil  to  make  any 
contract  they  pleased.  To  propose,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  a  measure  of  law 
should  be  passed  which  should  impose 
a  forcible  condition  on  the  landlords 
involved  this — that  one  class  of  per- 
sons in  the  country,  a  very  important 
one — the  owners  of  the  soil — should 
not  be  allowed  to  make  a  contract 
with  that  freedom  with  which  other 
Glasses  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  were 
at  liberty  to  make  contracts.  If  Par- 
liament imposed  such  a  condition,  it 
would,  in  fact,  transgress  one  of  those 
primary  conditions  upon  which  the  pros- 
perity of  this  and  of  any  country  which 
had  any  prosperity  at  all  was  founded — 
that  was,  the  freedom  and  inviolability 
of  contract.  Whether  the  law  which 
the  Mover  of  the  Amendment  suggested 
was  to  be  imposed  com^ulsorily  or  not, 
there  was  involved  that  infringement  of 
those  commercial  laws  upon  which  this 
country  had  founded  its  greatness  ;  and 
he  (Mr.  Kimber)  asked,  if  they  were  to 
interfere  on  behalf  of  one  class  because 
of  the  depression  of  the  time,  what  was 
to  be  said  about  the  other  classes  who 
were  also  suffering  from  the  depression  ? 
Let  them  even  take  the  case  of  the  stock- 
broker who  had  bought  Stocks  at  80, 
the  value  of  which  had  now  been  reduced 
to  60.  Was  he  to  have  an  alleviating 
law  passed  by  which  he  was  to  have  his 
contract  subjected  to  re-valuation  by  rea- 
son of  after-  evoits  which  showed  he  had 
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snffered  great  loss?  What  was  to  be  said 
of  the  merchant  who  had  bought  a  ship- 
load of  merchandize  to  arrire,  and  then 
found  there  was  no  market  in  which  to 
sell  the  goods  ?  Was  he  to  be  relieved, 
or  to  be  entitled  to  relieve  himself,  at  the 
expense  of  the  other  parties  to  the 
contract  ?  Where  was  this  relief  to  end 
if  they  were  to  cancel  the  power  which 
nowexisted,  and  had  existed  in  this  coun- 
try practically  for  all  time,  to  buy  and 
sell  in  a  free  and  open  market  ?  The 
moment  they  cancelled  that  power,  that 
moment  they  would  interfere  seriously 
with  liberty  of  action ;  they  would  accept 
a  principle  which,  if  carried  to  its  full 
extent,  would  deprive  the  people  and 
commerce  of  the  country  of  everything 
that  could  be  called  by  the  name  "  free." 
What  would  be  thought  of  any  English- 
man or  Scotchman — he  believed  the  case 
of  the  Sister  Island  was  exceptional —who, 
having  made  a  bargain,  wished  to  back 
outof  it  when  he  found  it  working  disad- 
Taatageonsly  to  himself?  Was  not  the  ful- 
filment of  a  bargain  a  matter  of  honour? 
A  man  who  did  not  face  adversity  when 
it  befell  him  was  no  longer  a  man.  A 
man  was  only  a  man  when  he  stood  by 
the  bargaios  he  had  made ;  and  when 
once  there  was  a  general  disposition  to 
escape  from  the  ill-effects  of  bargains  it 
would  be  found  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  had  departed.  He  did  not 
at  all  wonder  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  late  Lord  Advo- 
cate (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  should  make  a 
sort  of  apology  for  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment  by  telling  the  House  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Forfarshire  (Mr.  Barclay)  did  not  mean 
to  propose  any  particular  law  of  a  hard- 
utd'&st  oharaoter^  but  that  all  he  com* 
plained  was  that  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
Ternment  had  not  announced  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  their  intention  of  intro- 
ducing some  measure  of  law  to  provide 
for  these  special  conditions  of  tffliure. 
He  would  like  to  know  what  would  have 
been  the  result  if  they  had  all  sat  down 
together,  and,  as  business  men,  at- 
tempted to  frame  a  law  such  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire  seemed  to 
desire  ?  How  would  they  have  described 
such  a  measure  ?  He  was  not  quite  sure 
whether  he  would  not  have  been  entitled 
to  have  appealed  to  the  Speaker  whe- 
ther, as  a  matter  of  Order,  it  was  com. 
petent  for  Her  Majesty's  Goveniment 
to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  pat  a  panu 
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graph  in  Her  Gracious  Speet^  which 
invdved  two  such  political  absardities 
as,  on  the  one  hand,  the  making  of  a 
law  to  permit  people  to  do  that  vhioh. 
they  could  now  do  voluntarily,  or,  <m 
the  other  hand,  the  making  of  a  law  to 
compel  people  to  make  oontracte.  In. 
the  great  speech  which  the  right  hon. 
Oentieman  tius  Member  finr  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  made  in  Leeds  in  !8S1, 
he  described  the  Land  Bill  of  1881, 
which  afterwards  became  law,  as  a  great 
innovation  upon  the  principles  of  free- 
dom of  contract — one  which  could  only 
be  justi6ed  in  the  case  of  Ireland  by  the 
most  exceptional  circumstances.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  it  so  great 
a  sacrifice  in  &vour  of  the  exceptional 
circumstances  of  Ireland,  and  an  inno- 
vation which  was  not  to  be  treated  as  a 
precedent,  that  in  a  speech  which  he 
delivered  after  the  Land  Bill  had  become 
law  he  spoke  of  the  time  when  the  coun- 
try might  be  able  to  'revert  to  the  old 
system  of  freedom  of  contract.  What 
were  the  words  he  used  f  l^erighthoa. 
Gentleman  said— T" Divide^  divide!"] 
He  (Mr.  Eimber)  begged  to  move  that 
the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — (Jfr. 
Kimlwr^ — put,  and  n^aHved. 

Question  put,  "That  those  words  He 

there  inserted." 

The  House  divided:— Ayes  283;  Noes 
211 :  Minority  28. 


AYES. 


Abraham,  W.  (Olam.] 
Abraham,  W.  (Ltme- 

riok,  W.) 
Allison,  B.  A. 
Arch,  J. 
Ashcr,  A. 

Balfour,  rt.  hon.  J.  B. 
BarboQT.  W.  B. 
Beith,  Q. 
Biggar.  J.  O. 
Blades,  J.  H. 
Blaine,  A. 
Blake,  T. 
Bolton,  J.  C. 
Bolton,  T.  H. 
Borlase,  W.  0. 
Brown,  A.  H. 
Bmnner,  J.  T. 
Burt,  T. 
Bym«,  (i. 
Cameron,  0. 
Cameron,  J.  M. 
Campbell,  H. 
Garev,  J,  L. 


Chamberlain,  rt.  hn.  J, 
Chambetiain,  B. 
Chance,  P.  A. 
CluuiniDS,  F.  A. 
Clancy,  J.  J. 
Clark,  G.  B. 
Cobb,  H.  P. 
Cobbold,  F.  T. 
Coleridge,  hon.  B. 
Coiling,  J. 
Commma,  A. 
Compton,  Lord  W.  G. 
Condon,  T.  J. 
Connolly,  L. 
Conway,  M. 
Oonybeare,  C.  A.  Y. 
Cook,  E.  B. 
Cook,  "W. 
Coote,  T. 
Corbet,  W.  J. 
Ooaaham,  H. 
Cox,  J.  B. 

Cozena-Hardy,  H.  H. 
Crareni  J. 
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Cnwfovd.  W. 
Cramer,  W.  R. 
Crilly,  D. 
CrotnptoD,  C. 
Cnrrie,  Sir  D. 
Dillon,  J. 
Duckham.  T. 
Dnncaa,  D. 
EUi«,  J. 
Esmonde,  Sir  T. 
Eaaleniimt,  P. 
Faiqubanon,  Dr.  B. 
Fenwick,  0. 
Ferguson,  J.  E.  J. 
FinlayBoii,  J, 
Fmncane,  J. 
rtotch«r.  B. 
Flower,  U. 
Flynn,J.  C. 
Foley,  P.  J. 
Forstcr,  Sir  C. 
Foster,  Dr.  B. 
Fox,  F. 
Gibb,  T.  E. 
OiUiooIy,  J. 
GiU,  H.  J. 

oia,  T.  P. 

Gladstone,  H.  J. 
Goarley,  E.  T. 
Gray,  E.  D. 
Grenfell,  W.  H. 
Grey,  Sir  E. 
Haldane,  R.  B. 
Barker,  W. 
Harriogtop,  E. 
Harris,  M. 
HaydflQ,  L.  P. 
Hayne,  0.  Seale- 
Hoaly,  M. 
Healy,  T.  M. 
Hooper,  J. 
Hunter,  W.  A. 
Ince,  H.  B. 
Jacks,  W. 
Jeakina,  D.  J. 
Johna,  J.  W. 
Jordan,  J. 
KeUy,B. 
Kenny,  U.  J. 
Eitching,  A.  O. 
Labouchere,  H. 
Tiacaito,  0.  C. 
Lalor,  E. 
Lano,  W.  J. 
LawBon,  H.  L.  W. 
Leahy,  J. 
l^my,  E. 
IveiceBter,  J. 
Mocfarlane.  D.  H. 
Maclean,  F.  "W. 
M' Arthur,  A. 
M'Carthy,  J. 
M'Carthy,  J.  H. 
M'Donald,  P. 
H'Kenna,  SirJ.  K. 
M'Lagaa,  P. 
Mamm,  E.  H. 
Mason,  8. 
Mayne,  T. 
Molloy,  B.  C. 
Uontaga,  B. 


Moulton,  J.  F. 
Newneg,  G. 
Nolan,  Colonel  J.  F. 
Nolan,  J. 
O'Brien,  J.  P.  X. 
O'Brien,  P.  J. 
O'Brien,  W. 
O'Connor,  A. 
O'Connor,  J. 
O'Connor,  T.  P. 
0'D(Aerty,  J.  B. 
0*Hea,P. 
O'KeUy,  J. 
Pamell,  C.  8. 
Pickersgill.  E.  H. 
Pieton,  J.  A. 
PoweU,  W.  R.  H. 
Power,  P.  J. 
Pulley,  J. 
Pyne,  J.  D. 
Redmond,  J.  E. 
Redmond,  W.  H.  K. 
EeynoldB,  W.  J. 
Richardson,  T. 
ffigby,  J. 

Roberta,  J.(Cnrvn.  E.) 
Roberta,  J.  (Flnt.  Bgs.) 
Roe,  T. 

Rogers,  J.  E.  T. 
Russell,  E.  R. 
Saunders,  W. 
Sexton,  T. 
Shaw,  T. 
Sheehan,  J.  D. 
Sheehy.  D. 
Sheil,  E. 
Small,  J.  F. 
Smith,  W.  B. 
Spencer,  hon.  C.  R. 
Spenslev^  hon.  H. 
Spioer,  H. 
Stack,  J. 

Stafford,  Marqnew  of 
Stovonson,  F.  8. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sallivan,  D. 
Sullivan,  T.  D. 
Sutherland,  T. 
Tanner,  O.  K. 
Thomas,  A. 
Tuite,  J. 

Yerney,  Captain  E.  H. 
Wason,  E. 
Watson,  T. 
•Watt.  H. 
Wayman,  T. 
West,  Colonel  W.  C. 
Westlake,  J. 
WiU,  J.  S. 
Williams,  A.  J. 
Wason,  H.  J. 
Wilson,  J.  (Durham) 
Wilson,  J.  (Kdinbgh.) 
Winterbotham,  A.  B. 
Teo,F. 

Balfour,  Sir  G. 
Barclay,  J.  W. 


NOES. 


Agg-Gardner,  J.  T. 
Ainslie,  W.  G. 
Allsopp,  G. 
Amherst,  W.  A.  T. 
Ashmead-Butlett,  E. 
Badeu-Povell,  G.  8. 
Baggallay,  £. 
Baily,  L.  R. 
Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  G.  W. 
BarUey,  Gt.  0.  T. 
Barttelot,  Sir  W.  B. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baumann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  right  hon.  Sir 

M.  E.  Hieks- 
Beadol,  W.  J. 
Bereaford,  Lord  0.  W. 

De  la  Peer 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bigwood,  J. 
Birkbeck.  E. 
Blaine,  R.  S. 
BlundeU,  CoLH.B.  H. 
Boosor,  U.  G.  0. 
Boord,  T.  W. 
Bourke,  right  hon.  R. 
Bridgeman,  Ool.  hon. 

F.  C. 
Briatowo,  T.  L. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.  F. 
BrookBeld,  A  H. 
Brooks,  J. 

Burdett-Ooutts,  W.  L. 

Ash-B. 
Burghley,  Lord 
Campbell,  Sir  A. 
Campbell,  J.  A. 
Chaplin,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Charringtou,  S. 
Coddington,  W. 
Cohen,  li.  L. 
Commotill,  AdmL  Sir 

J> 

Compton,  F. 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Coope,  O,  E. 
Corbett,  A.  0. 
Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D. 
Courtney,  L.  H. 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cross,  rt.  hoa.  SirR.  A. 
Cross,  H.  y. 
Cubitt,  right  hon.  G. 
Curzon,  viscount 
DawsoD,  R. 
De  Cobain,  E.  S.  W. 
Denison,  E,  W. 
Denison,  W.  B. 
De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
Dimsdale,  Barun  R. 
Dixon-Hartlaad,  F.  D. 
Duncan,  Colonel  F. 
Dancombe,  A. 
Dyke,  rt.  hn.  Sir  W. 
H. 

Edwardee-Moss,  T.  0. 
Elgertos,  hn.  A.  J.  F. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  de  T. 


ElUs,  Sir  J.  W. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Ewart,  W. 
Ewing,  A.  O. 
Feilden,  Lt-Oen.  R.  J. 
Fellowea^W.U. 
Fergu8eon,rt.  hn.Sir  J. 
Field,  Captain  E. 
Pinoh,  G.  H. 
Fineh-Hatton,  hon.  H. 

E.G. 
Fidier,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  R.  tJ.  P. 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Forwood,  A.  B. 
Fowler,  Sir  B.  N. 
Fiuer,  General  C.  C. 
Gardner,  R.  Richard* 

BCD' 

Gatfaome-Kody,  hott. 

J.  8. 
Gent-Daria,  R. 

Qibson,  J.  G. 
Giles,  A. 

Goldsworthy,  Major- 

General  W.  T. 
Gorst,  Sir  J.  E. 
GsashBDiTt  hon.  Or.  J. 
Green,  E. 
Greeaall,  Sir  G. 
Gregory,  G.  B. 
Grlmston,  Vieeount 
Gunter,  Ool.  B. 
HaU,  0. 

Hallett,  Colonel  F.  0. 

Hughes- 
Halsey,  T.  P. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J. 
Hamiltcw,  Lord  B. 
Hamilton,  Lord  F.  S. 
Hamilton,  right  hon. 

Lord  G.  F. 
ITamley,  Gen.  SirB.B. 
Hanbury,  B.  W. 
Hankey,  F.  A. 
HardcBstle,  E. 
Hardcaetie,  F. 
Hartington.  M&rq.  of 
Heaton,  J. 
Heueoge,  E. 
Ilervey,  Lord  F. 
Hickman,  A. 
BiU,  Lord  A.  W. 
Holland,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

H.  T. 
Holmes,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Hope,  right  hon.  A.  J. 

B.  B. 
Houldsworth,  W.  H. 
Howard,  J. 
Howard,  J.  U. 
Hughes,  Cdonel  E. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Hunter,  Sir  G. 
Hntton,  J.  F. 
Isaacs,  L.  H. 
Jackum,  W.  L.  . 
James,  ft.  horn.  Sic  H., 
Jeuingfl^  L.  3* 
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Johoeton,  W. 
•Tod OH,  P. 

Kav-Hhuttleworth,  Sir 

U.J. 
Kennaway,  Sir  J.  H. 
EcQvon,  hoD.  G-.  T. 
Ker,  R.  W.  B. 
Kirabor,  H. 
Kiog,  U.  S. 
Kinnear,  J.  B. 
Knattihbull-Hugesscn, 

hm.  H.  T. 
Lavrence,  Sir  T. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Lethbridge,  Sir  R. 
Lewiaham,  Viacoont 
LleweUyn,  E.  H. 
Lloyd,  W. 
Long,  W.  H. 
Macartney,  J.  W.  E. 
Macdonald,  rt.  hon.  J. 

H.  A. 
Maclean,  J.  M. 
^['Calinont,  Captain  J. 
Manners,  rt.  hon.  Lord 

J.  J.  a. 

Marriott,  rt  hn.  W.  T. 
HartotuMaj.  O.  B.  H. 
MaxweU,  Sir  H.  E. 
MUla,  C.  W. 
Mora:an,  hon.  F. 
Mount,  W.  a. 
Mowbray,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

J.  E. 
Mnlholland,  H.  L. 
Mnrdoch,  C.  T. 
Norria,  E.  S. 
Northcote,  hon.  H.  8. 
Norton,  R. 
O'Neill,  hon.  R.  T. 
Paget,  K.  H. 
Pearce,  W. 
Pease,  Sir  J.  "W. 
Peaso,  A.  E. 
Pelly,  Sir  L. 
Percy,  Lord  A.  M. 
PiLkington,  G-.  A. 
Plunket,  rt.  hon.  D.  B. 
Pomfret,  W.  P. 


PoweU,  F.  S. 
Price,  Captain  G.  E. 
Ritchie,  C.  T. 
RobcrtBon,  J.  P.  B. 
Rothschild,  Baron  F. 

J.  do 
Round,  J. 
Russell,  Sir  G. 
Sandys,  Lieut-Col.  T. 

M. 

Saandcrson,  Maj.  E.  J. 
Solator-Booth,  rt.hn.G. 
Belwin  -  Ibbetson,  rt. 

hon.  Sir  U.  J. 
Seton-Karr,  H. 
Sidcbottcro,  W. 
Sitwcll,  Sir  G.  R. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  D. 

Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stanley,  rt.hon.Col.  F. 
Stanley,  K.  J. 
Stewart,  M. 
Sturrocb,  P. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Tipping,  W. 
Tollemache,  H.  J. 
Toniliason,  W.  E.  M. 
Trotter,  H.  J. 
Tylor,  Sir  H.  \V. 
Valentine,  C.  J. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  H. 
Walsh,  hon.  A.  U.  J. 
Waring,  Colonel  T. 
Watson,  J. 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 
White,  J.  B. 
Whitley,  E. 
Winn,  hon.  R. 
Wodehonse,  E.  R. 
Wortley,  C.  B.  Stoart- 
WroughtoD,  P. 
Torke,  J.  R. 
YoQog,  C  E.  B. 

TBLLBRS. 

Douglaa,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond,  Col.  W.  H. 


Main  Question  proposed. 
Debate  arising. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  IThat 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,"— (JTr. 
Jm»*  C«llimf9,) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  adjoumtd  till  To-morrow. 
MOTIONS. 


FUBUO  FETTTIONS. 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  Petitions 
presented  to  the  Hoose,  with  the  exception  of 
such  as  relate  to  Private  Bills  ;  and  that  such 
Committee  do  classify  and  prepare  abstracts  of 
the  same,  in  snch  form  and  manner  as  shall 
appear  to  them  best  suited  to  convey  to  the 


House  all  requisite  information  respecting  their 
contents,  and  do  report  the  same  from  tune  to 
time  to  the  House  ;  and  that  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  do  set  forth  the  number  of  signatures 
to  each  Petition  only  in  respect  to  those  sifrna* 
tares  to  which  addresses  are  affixed ; — And  that 
such  Committee  have  power  to  direct  the  print- 
ing in  exletiso  of  such  Petitions,  or  of  such  parts 
of  Petitions,  as  shall  appear  to  require  it; — And 
that  such  Committee  have  powor  to  report  their 
opinion  and  observations  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  do  consist  of 
Sir  Charles  Forhtbh,  Mr.  William  Lowtkbh, 
Mr.  Catekuish  Bkntisck,  Marquess  of  Staf- 
ford, Colonel  Bbidoemam,  Sir  Charles  Tbn- 
KANT,  Mr.  Mvlhollamd,  Viscount  Lymihotox, 
Sir  Abthdr  Bass,  Mr.  Richabd  Powbe,  Sir 
Herbbbt  Maxwell,  Mr.  M'Laoan,  Mr.  Bsot- 
NALi)  YoBKR,  Mr.  Hbitrt  Tollemache,  and 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'CosNon. 

Ordered,  That  Three  ho  the  qp.OTa.mj— {Sir 
Chmrlet  Forttir.) 

LTJNACT    (TACJlTIira  OT  BEATs)  SILL. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  in  regard  to  the  Vacating  of  Scats  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  ordered  to  be  hronght  in  by 
Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Charles  Russell,  Mr.  Pnle- 
ston,  and  Mr.  William  Corbet. 

"BTMpretinttd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  86.] 

SPORTINQ  LANDS  EATING  (sCOTLAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  as  to  the  Rating  of  L^nds  occupied  for 
Sporting  Purposes  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Dr.  Cameron,  Marquess  of  Staf- 
ford, Mr.  Mackintosh,  and  Dr.  Farquharaon. 

Bill  preeented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  80.] 

UEBOHANT  SHIPFimi  ACT  (1834)  AHEHD- 
UENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  King,  Bill  to  amend  *'  The 
Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1854,"  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Kimber,  Mr. 
Baggallay,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

Bul preeented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  87.] 

aALE  OF  INTOXIOATIKG  UQUOKS  OB 
SUin)A7  (CORNWALL)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Borlase,  BiU  to  prohibit 
the  Sale  of  Tntoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  in 
CornTrall,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Borlase,  Sir  John  St.  Aubyn,  Mr.  Courtney, 
Mr,  C.  T.  Dyke  Acland,  Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr. 
Bickford  Smith,  and  Mr.  David  Jenkins. 

Bill  preeented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  8S.] 

PRIVATE  LTJNATIO  ASYLUMS  (IBKLAND) 
BILL, 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  William  Corbet,  Bill  to 
alter  and  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Private 
Lunatic  Asylums  in  L^land,  and  to  make  other 
and  more  suitable  provision  for  paying^patienta> 
onfrrnf  to  be  brought  in  bvBIr.wjlUain  Corbet, 
Mr.  Dillwyn,  Mr.  P.  J.  Power,  Dr.  Cameron, 
and  Sir.  Mayne. 

hm  preeented,  and  read  the  first  tine.  [BiU  89.] 
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ACCESS  TO  KoinriAnrs  (Scotland) 

BIZX. 

On  Hotion  td  Mr.  Bryce,  Bill  to  aocore  to 
the  public  the  right  of  Access  to  MountamB  and 
Moorlaada  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Bryce,  5Ir.  Cheney  Bolton,  Mr.  Ilalduno, 
Mr.  D.  Crawford,  Sir  Henry  fioacoe,  and  Mr. 
Edward  Russell. 

Bill  preunted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  80.] 

DOUBLE  RETURN. 

SCOTLAND  DIVISION  OF  LIVERPOOL 
AND  BOROUGH  OF  GALWAY. 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houso 
that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from 
Thomas  F.  O'ConDOr,  esquire,  returned 
as  a  Member  for  the  Scotland  Division 
of  Liverpool,  and  for  the  Borough  of 
Galwaj.  making  his  election  for  the 
Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool ;  and  the 
said  Ijetter  was  read  as  followeth : — 

Jan.  25. 

Sir, 

Having  bem  elected  for  both  the  Scotland 
Divition  of  Liverpool  and  the  Borough  of  Oalwav, 
I  btg  to  inform  you  that  I  elect  to  tit  for  the 
Seotleiid  Divition  of  Liverpool. 

Tour  obedient  Servant^ 

T.  F.  (ycoNrnx. 

Th»  Sight  Ron. 

The  Speaker. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 
One  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF  L0BD8, 
Thusday,  26M  January,  18S6. 


MINUTES.]- T^Wife  tM*  OatA-Th«  Lord 
Ueadlcy. 

Vcvuc  Btu  —  Second  Stading  —  Gmmittee 
ntgaii€ed  —  Third  S»a£ng~-lMai  B^jatry 
(7X  And  patted. 

NEW  PEER. 
William  Boiler  :FuIlerton  Baron  El- 
pfainstone  in  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  called  Scotland,  having  been 
created  Baron  Elphinstone  of  ^pMn- 
etoae  in  the  county  of  Haddington— W as 
(in  the  usual  manner)  introduced. 


LAND  BEOI8TRT  BILL.-(No.  7.) 
{Tht  lord  Chanoellor.) 

SECOND  BEADINa. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Thb  LOBD  OHANOELLOB  (Lord 
Halbbubt),  in  moving  tiiat  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time,  said,  the  mea- 
sure had  become  necessarj  in  conse- 
quence of  the  death  of  Mr.  Brent  Spencer 
Follett,  Q.C.,  who  had  for  some  years 
been  Chief  Begistrar  of  the  Land  Be- 
gistry  Office,  and  because  no  provision 
had  been  mfide  in  the  Act  of  Parliament 
which  constituted  the  office  for  the  duties 
of  the  Begistrar  being  performed  by 
another  Begistrar,  and  it  might  be  that 
any  proceedings  in  the  office  in  regard 
to  titles  of  land  would  be  void.  It  was 
therefore  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done ;  but  as  considerable  dis- 
satisfaction had  been  expressed  at  the 
amount  of  business  done  and  at  the  dis- 
proportionate expenditure  of  the  office, 
it  had  been  thought  inexpedient  to  make 
a  permanent  appointment,  especially 
pending  the  proposed  alterations  in  re- 
gard to  land  transfer,  which  subject  the 
Government  hoped  shortly  to  deal  with. 
The  Land  Transfer  Bill  would  indude 
provisions  for  the  registration  of  land 

generally,  and  for  the  discharge  of  duties 
y  the  Begistrars.  Under  ul  the  cir- 
stances,  the  Government  thought  it 
would  be  desirable  to  make  temporary 
provision  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  vacant  office.  He  begged  to  move 
Uie  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Moved,  "ThattheBillbenowread2-." 

— (7%e  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly ;  Conunittee  negatived :  Then  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  XXXV.  eomidered  (ac- 
cording to  Order),  and  ditpented  with  ; 
Bill  read  3%  and  paeeed,  and  sent  to  the 
Oommons. 

HooM  adjoomed  at  Half  past  Four  o'clock, 
to  Thursday  next,  a  quarter  past 
Foot  o'dock. 


HOUSE  OF  UOMMONS, 
Tuesday,  26M  Janmry^  1886. 


MINTJTES.]— Sblect  CoMMirrBa— Standing 
Orders;  Selootion, nmAMfytf. 
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Several  other  Members  took  and  sub- 
scribed the  Oath. 

PRIVATE  SVSISJSSS. 

PARLIAMENT- STANDING  ORDERS. 
Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 
nominated :  —  Ordered^  That  the  Com- 
mittee do  consist  of  Twelve  Members  :• — 
Mr.  Joseph  Coweit,  Mr.  Dwybr  Gkay, 
Mr.  Halset,  Mr.  William  Lowtueb, 
Sir  John  Mowbbat,  Colonel  Nolak,  Mr. 
ItAiKEs,  Mr.  CaAto  Sellar,  Mr.  Stans- 
FELD,  Sir  Charles  Tennant,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  and  Mr.  Yoree  were  nominated 
Members  of  the  Committee.— (iStri/bAn 
&.  Mowbray.) 

COMMITTEE  OF  SELECTION. 
HOUIITATIOlf  07  COUICITTEB. 

Motion  made,  £tnd  Question  pressed, 
"  That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do 
consist  of  Nine  Members." — {Sir  John  R. 
Mowhray.) 

Dr.  CAMERON  said,  the  functions 
of  the  Committee  of  Selection  were, 
under  ordinary  cironmatanoes.  not  very 
important  or  responsible.  They  had 
the  duty  of  appointing  Members  to 
serve  on  Private  BillCommitteea — a  duty 
that  involved  no  feeling  of  political 
partizanship ;  and  the  duty  of  appoint- 
ment had,  no  doubt,  been  performed  as 
^ciently  and  fairly  as  anyone  could 
desire.  Up  to  two  years  ago  the  nomi- 
nation of  Members  to  serve  on  Commit- 
tees involved  nothing  in  connection  with 
Party  politics  or  Publio  Business ;  but 
two  years  ago  the  Bule  was  passed  to 
refer  two  classes  of  Public  Bills  to  Grand 
Committees,  and  on  that  occasion  the 
selection  of  Members  to  serve  on  these 
G^rand  Committees  was  entrusted  to  the 
Committee  the  appointment  of  which 
was  now  moved.  On  that  occasion, 
when  the  Committee  was  nominated,  it 
was  considered  that  the  change  proposed 
to  be  made  in  its  functions  had  so 
greatly  increased  its  importance  that  its 
constitution  should  berecondidered ;  and  a 
long  and  somewhat  acrimonious  debate 
resulted  in  the  number  of  Members  of 
the  Committee  being  augmented  from 
five  to  eight.  In  passing,  he  might  call 
attention  to  one  circumstance  he  could 
not  understand.  He  found  that  in  the 
Standing  Order  it  was  provided  that  the 
Committee  of  Selection  should  consist  of 


the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders,  who,  4x  officio,  was  to 
be  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Se- 
lection, and  seven  other  Members,  eight 
in  all.  That  was  the  provision  he  found 
in  the  Standing  Orders,  in  the  edition  so 
late  as  August  last.  If  the  action  of  the 
Eule,  entrusting  to  the  Committee  the 
selection  of  Members  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee, rendered  it  necessary  for  the 
House  to  reconsider  the  constitution  of 
that  Committee,  then  the  nature  of  the 
new  Rules  of  Procedure,  which  it  was 
proposed  to  submit  to  the  House  in  the 
present  Session,  rendered  it  doubly 
necessary  to  be  vigilant  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee.  When  the 
Grand  Committees  were  appointed,  only 
two  classes  of  Bills  were  proposed  to  be 
sent  to  them,  and  when  those  Bills  came 
back  from  the  Committees  the  House 
was  at  liberty  to  reconsider  any  Amend- 
ments made,  and  re-open  the  whole  sub- 
ject; but,  under  the  proposed  new  Rules 
of  Procedure,  it  was  proposed  that  a 
number  of  different  Select  Committees 
on  Public  Bills  should  be  appointed, 
and  that  virtually  the  entire  powers 
the  House  in  Committee  exercised  over 
the  details  of  the  Bills  should  be  en> 
trusted  to  those  Committees,  so  that, 
when  the  Bills  came  back  to  the  House, 
the  House  would  be  deprived  of  that 
opportunity  of  thorough  discussion  it 
had  hitherto  enjoyed.  When  the  Bills 
came  back  without  Amendments  they 
were  to  be  set  down  for  third  reading, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  propose  any 
Amendment — it  would  have  to  be  done 
on  a  Motion  for  the  re-committal  of  the 
Bill.  When  the  Bills  came  back  with 
Amendments  the  House  was  to  have  anop- 
portunity  of  considering  them ;  but,  those 
being  considered,  then  the  question  of 
third  reading  was  to  be  put  without  de- 
bate. He  would  not  now  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  proposed  new  Rules  of  Procedure ; 
but  it  became  very  evident  that  the 
Committee  to  whom  it  was  proposed  to 
entrust  such  powers  should  he  very 
carefully  selected.  As  he  had  said,  in 
selecting  Members  to  serve  on  Private 
Bill  Committees,  no  Party  quoetions 
were  involved.  From  his  point  of  view, 
the  constitution  of  the  tribunals  before 
which  Private  Bills  were  promoted,  and 
the  means  offered  for  discussion  of  Busi- 
ness, were  utterly  unsatisfactory,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  by  any  contrivance 
to  make  them  worse ;  but  with  that,  for 
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the  moment  he  wm  not  ooncsriung  him- 
self.  But  now  it  was  proposed  to  en- 
trust to  the  Oommtltee  of  Selection  the 

selection  of  Select  Committees,  to  whom 
all  Public  Bills,  unless  thej  were  Money 
Bills,  were  to  be  referred.   It  was  ad- 
mitted, in  connection  with  any  Commit- 
tee on  a  public  matter,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary the  existence  of  Patty  feeling  should 
be  recognized,  the  division  of  Select 
Committees  was    determined  by  the 
Whips  ;  so  many  Members  to  represent 
tho  Qovernment,  so  many  representing 
the  Opposition,  and  so  many  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).    But  the 
appointment  of  these  Committees  was 
always  made  by  the  House ;  and  if  any 
unfairness  was  thought  to  exist  in  the 
nomination,  it  was  open  to  any  Member 
of  the  House  to  oh^lenge  the  nomi- 
nation.  But  when  a  Committee  was 
appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 
the  House  had  no  opportunity  of  doing 
any  such  thing ;  the  nominations  were 
made  by  the  Committee  sitting  in  pri- 
vate, and  the  House  was  depriredof  all 
jurisdiction  in  the  case.    He  did  not 
wish  to  impute  to  any  Member  of  that 
Committee  any  but  the  highest  con- 
scientious motives ;  but  it  was  obvious 
that  amaa  entertaining  particular  poli- 
tical views  would  think  that  the  best  and 
most  sensible  Member  likely  to  thrash 
out  any  subject  would  be  a  Member  of 
his  own  Fari^,   Thus,  without  any  con- 
Bcions  bias,  a  Committee  would  be  found 
twuBtitnted  in  a  manner  more  or  less 
refloating  the  composition  of  the  Com- 
mittee <n  Selection.   That  rendered  it 
very  important  to  look  to  the  composi- 
tion of  that  Committee  before  placing  it 
in  a  position  in  which  it  might  be  soon 
called  on  to  exercise  most  important 
functions.    He  supposed  it  was  no  secret 
that  certain  difl'srences  of  opinion  existed 
in  the  manner  in  which  they  regarded 
political   questions  between  the  two 
wings  of  the  Liberal  Party.  Probably 
there  was  as  much  difference  as  to  the 
standpoint  from  which  questions  were 
regarded  between  Whi^a  and  Hadicals 
as  between  certain  portions  of  the  Con- 
servative Party  and  the  Whigs.  That 
being  so,  it  was  but  proper  that  the 
lUdical  element  should  be  represented 
to  au  extent  oommensurate  with  its 
strength  and  importance  in  the  House 
on  that  Committee,  which  would  have  to 
Select  the  Grand  Committees  or  the 


Select  Committees,  as  they  were  called, 
which  would  have  to  deal  with  all 
legislatdon  that  came  before  the  House. 

In  the  proposed  Committee  of  nine, 
only  one  Eadical  was  nominated  among 
the  number.  As  for  the  followers  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork, 
they  were  very  well  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves ;  they  did  take  care  of  them- 
selves on  the  last  occasion,  and  were 
pretty  certain  to  get  what  they  desired. 
But  another  section  of  the  House,  in  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  be  included,  con- 
sisted of  ScotchBepresentatives,  who  were 
not  80  pertinacious  in  ventilating  griev- 
aikoes  they  might  feel.  Scoteh  Members 
were  represented  by  a  single  name,  and 
of  course,  in  nine,  they  could  not  well 
expect  a  great  many  more;  but  the 
Gentleman  selected  was  a  Con8er?ative ; 
and  if  it  was  necessary  to  treat  the  com- 
position of  the  Committee  from  a  Party 
point  of  view  he  would  point  out  that 
six-sevenths  of  the  Scotch  representa- 
tion were  Liberal,  and  therefore  it  was 
doing  anyl hi ng  but  reflecting  the  nature 
of  that  representation  to  nominate  a 
Scotch  Conservative  Member.  Scotch 
representation  was  only  conceded,  if  he 
remembered  rightly,  after  the  vigorous 
remonstrance  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Barclay).  So  long  as  the  duties  of  the 
Committee  were  unimportant,  so  long 
as  they  had  to  deal  with  ^vate  and 
notPublicBusiness,  its  composition  wasa 
matter  of  littie  importance.  Its  business 
had  been  to  select  Members  almost  in  a 
sort  of  rota  for  service  on  Private  Bill 
Committees,  and  the  manner  in  which 
that  was  done  left  no  ground  for  com- 
plaint. When  it  was  proposed  to  en- 
trust it  with  the  selection  of  Grand  Com- 
mittees the  question  of  the  constitution 
of  the  Committee  of  Selection  was  natu- 
rally raised,  and  serious  alterations  were 
made  in  that  Committee  ;  and  now,  when 
it  was  proposed  to  entrust  the  Committee 
with  far  greater  and  more  responsible 
duties,  it  was  proper  that  the  House 
should  seriously  consider  the  nomina- 
tions. It  might  be  said  that  the  new 
duty  to  which  he  referred  had  not  yet 
been  imposed  on  the  Committee.  That 
was  quite  true ;  but  if  they  allowed  this 
Committee  of  Selection  to  be  appointed 
without  challenge,  then,  when  the  new 
Bules  of  Procedure  came  before  the 
House,  they  would  be  told  if  they  made 
any  objection  that  tiie  new  Bules  were 
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Icnown  io  the  Eonse  when  this  Com- 
mittee was  appointed,  and  no  protest 
vas  made.  At  least  he  thought  that  a 
protest  should  be  made;  and  to  emphar 
size  that  protest  lie  would  more  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  were  it  not 
that  hj  doing  so  he  should  formally 
debar  the  right  hon.  Baronet  from 
making  explanations. 

Sir  JOHN  E.  MOWBRAY  said,  the 
hon.  Member  grounded  his  objection  to 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  the 
hypothesia  that  under  new  Bules  of  Fro- 
oedure  new  duties  would  be  imposed  on 
the  Oommittee.  But  the  new  Bules 
were  not  yet  before  the  Hoiue,  and  it 
was  a  nither  strong  hypothesis  to  as- 
sume th^r  adoption  as  a  reason  for  not 
appointing  a  Committee  having  neces- 
sary duties  to  perform.  When  the  new 
Bales  were  before  the  House  for  discus- 
uon,  then  would  be  tlie  time  to  consider 
whether,  in  view  oi  new  duties  to  be 
entrusted  to  it,  the  question  of  a  recon- 
stitution  of  the  Committee  should  be 
raised.  But  there  were  present  duties 
for  the  Oommittee  to  discharge ;  whether 
important  or  not,  they  were  necessary 
for  the  conduct  of  Private  Bill  legisla- 
tion. Undoubtedly,  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber eaid,  in  1882,  in  view  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Grand  Committees  the 
Oommittee  of  Selection  was  enlarged, 
after  an  important  discussion,  to  eight 
Members,  subsequently  raised  to  nine 
to  meet  the  views  of  hon.  Members 
front  Ireland.  In  the  nominations  the 
object  was  to  secure  Gentlemen  of  known 
experience,  and  the  House  atlai^e  wonld 
admit  that  hitherto  the  Oommittee  had 
well  performed  its  duties.  It  wonld  be 
invidious  to  go  into  the  various  shades 
of  opinion  represented ;  and  he  could 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  Party  con- 
siderations were  set  aside  by  the  Oom- 
mittee upstairs ;  but  it  would  be  observed 
that  in  the  endeavour  to  secure  Gentle- 
men of  large  Parliamentary  experience 
there  had  been  included  frum  the  Op- 
position side  of  the  House  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  West  Derbyshire 

Siord  Edward  Cavendish),  the  junior 
ember  for  Bradford  (Mr.  Illingworth), 
the  hon.  Member  for  Longford  (Mr. 
Justin  M'Carthy),  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Leeds  (Sir  Lyon 
Flayfair),  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Bed- 
ford (Mr.  Whitbread). 

Mb.  J.  W.  BABCLAY  said,  he  re- 
gretted that  the  ezplanaiionai  the  right 
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hon.  Baronet  was  not  at  all  satisfaotory. 
In  the  last  Parliament  he  raised  this 
question  in  consequence  of  the  Scotch 
Bepresentative  being  selected  from  the 
Conservative  Party,  and  a  concession 
was  then  made,  another  Scotch  Member 
being  added  to  the  Committee,  who, 
however,  did  not  now  represent  a  Scotch 
constituency.  New  Members  should 
understand  that  important  duties  would 
devolve  on  this  Committee.  To  it  wonld 
be  referred  the  selection  of  Members  to 
serve  on  Private  Bill  Committees,  and,  in 
many  cases,  on  Hybrid  Committees;  and, 
according  to  the  proposal  in  the  new 
Bules  of  Procedure,  the  Committee 
would  be  entrusted  with  the  duty  of 
selecting  Committees  on  Public  Bills. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  retorted  upon 
his  hon.  Friend  tiiat  it  would  be  time  to 
raise  his  objection  on  the  discussion  of 
the  new  Bules;  but  be  did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  urgency  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  Committee  of  Selection. 
It  might  very  well  be  deferred  for  some 
time.  The  House  appeared  to  be  in  a 
transition  state,  and  might  very  well 
defer  consideration  of  this  subject  for  a 
time,  in  order  to  give  the  fright  hon. 
Gentleman  and  those  who  advised  him 
time  for  consideration  of  their  position, 
and  to  submit  new  proposals  to  the 
House.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
nominations,  but  he  thought  the  num- 
ber too  few.  It  was  all  very  well 
in  former  times,  when  the  two  Parties 
were  very  distinct  and  divided  in  the 
House,  and  the  principle  of  equal  repre- 
sentation was  followed  by  appointing 
half  from  each  side  of  the  House ;  but 
Irish  Members  had  secured  recognition 
of  their  claims,  and  the  old  method  was 
revised.  He  did  not  wish,  and  he  did 
not  think,  that  Party  considerations 
should  entirely  determine  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  Committee ;  he  did  not 
think  that  the  question  of  nationality 
should  decide  it ;  but  there  were  prac- 
tical reasons  why  the  Oommittee  should 
be  fairly  representative  of  the  House. 
It  was  obviously  desirable  that  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Selection  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  acquainted  with  the  general 
sense  of  the  House,  and  with  the  special 
qualifications  of  Members;  and  there 
would  be  more  probability  of  that  in  an 
increased  and  proportion  al  representation 
of  each  country.  Then  it  was  obvious 
that  if  the  Oommittee  was  to  select  Mem- 
bers who  were  to  give  decisions  on  l^blio 
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Bills,  the  Ifembers  appointed  ahoold  be 
selected  from  the  Tarioos  Parties.  The 
Oommittee  of  Selection  should  be  very 
considerably-  increased,  securing  better 
representation  of  the  feeling  of  the 
House,  and  better  qualification  for  its 
responsible  duties.  He  did  not  wish  to 
raise  a  point  of  Order;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  explained  why  he 
had  deviated  from  the  Standing  Order 
in  nominating  nine  Members,  the  Stand- 
ing Order  pronding  that  the  number 
should  be  eight  That  was  a  point  to 
which  he  would  direct  attention  ;'  and 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  opportunity  of  expla- 
nation, and  for  the  purpose  of  allow- 
ing time  for  further  consideration,  he 
begged  to  niove  the  adjonrnment  of  the 
debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*' That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
—{Mr,  J.  W.  Sarday.) 

Mb.  BAIKBS  said,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  adjourn  the  debate, 
seeing  that  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  a  matter  of  ordinary  business 
arrangement.  The  names  now  proposed 
were  those  of  Gentlemen  who  would 
command  the  confidence  of  the  Honse ; 
and  he  would  remind  the  hon.  Membor 
who  moved  the  adjournment  that  one 
or  two  of  the  names  were  proposed  ex- 
pressly in  recognition  of  a  somewhat 
similar  complaint  made  in  the  last  Par- 
liament. The  names  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bradford  (Mr.  lUingworth)  and 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend  Sir  Henry  Wolff, 
who  was  then  Member  for  Portsmouth, 
were  added  to  give  to  the  Committee  a 
certain  infusion  of  new  blood.  Having 
regard  to  the  past  services  of  the  Gentle- 
men nominated,  he  could  not  but  think  it 
would  be  a  rather  bad  example  for  a  House 
anxious  to  earn  a  good  name  in  the  coun- 
try for  prompt  attention  to  business  if, 
on  the  threuiold,  they  stumbled  over 
the  nomination  of  a  Committee  for  or- 
dinanr  business  upstairs.  He  could  not 
but  think  that  the  hon.  Member,  on  re- 
flection, would  think  there  was  hurdly 
sufficient  reason  for  postponement.  The 
House  was  full;  the  names  proposed 
were  well  known  ;  and  he  could  not  be- 
lieve the  House  at  a  future  time  would 
be  better  qualified  than  now  to  arrive  at 
a  conclusion. 

Mb.  THOMAS  WATSON  said,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  addressing  a 


number  of  practical  men.  Would  he, 
therefore,  be  good  enough  to  explain 
why  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  the 
Committee  to-day  rather  than  a  few 
days  hence  ? 

Sia  ROBERT  FOWLEE  said,  as  he 
understood  one  objection  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Committee,  it  was  that 
th  e  right  h  on .  Member  for  Leeds, 
who  represented  Edinbargh  University 
in  the  last  Parliament,  was  no  longer  a 
Scotch  Member.  Bat,  though  his  right 
hon.  Friend  had  changed  his  seat,  he 
had  not  lost  his  knowledge  of  Scotch 
matters.  It  seemed  absurd  that  the 
Private  Business  of  the  House,  and 
some  of  its  Public  Business,  too,  should 
be  delayed  and  thrown  out  of  gear  be- 
cause his  right  hon.  Friend  had  changed 
his  seat  from  Edinburgh  to  Leeds. 

Db.  CAMERON  said,  one  reason  for 
adjournment  was  that  in  1883,  when 
the  Committee  was  iu  a  similar  position, 
the  appointment  was  not  made  until  the 
27th  of  February,  a  month  subsequent 
to  the  present  date.  Another  reason  for 
adjournment  was  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  not  answered  the  objection 
raised  to  the  effect  that  the  Standing 
Order  provided  that  the  Committee 
should  consist  of  eight  Members.  That 
was  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  last  edi- 
tion of  the  Standing  Orders,  August, 
1885;  and  that  prevented  him  from 
moving  the  omission  of  eight  to  insert 
a  larger  number.  That  being  so,  it 
appeared  to  him  an  irregularity  that 
showed  the  rather  loose  manner  of  con- 
stituting the  Committee,  when  the  Chair- 
man gave  Notice  of  a  Motion  in  direct 
contravention  of  Standing  Order  98,  to 
which  he  referred.  For  this  reason,  and 
because,  two  years  ago,  the  Committee 
was  not  appointed  until  February  27, 
and  no  one  suffered  inconvenience  in 
consequence,  the  appointment  might 
very  well  be  deferred  for  a  few  days. 

Sir  JOHN  R.  MOWBRAY  said,  he 
oould  assure  the  hon.  Member  there  was 
nothing  irregular  in  tho  Motion.  Last 
year,  or  the  year  before,  the  number 
was  enlarged  to  nine,  and  the  House 
agreed  to  the  appointment.  The  House 
met  earlier  this  year ;  Private  Bills  had 
to  be  grouped,  Members  had  to  be  com- 
municated with,  and  there  must  be 
delay  and  inconvenience  if  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee  was  delayed. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  felt  they 
should  hesitate  to  interfere  with  l^e 
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regular  conne  of  BuBineaa  in  matters  of 
this  kind  at  the  present  stage,  unless 
there  were  very  strong  and  clear  grounds 
for  doing  so.  The  objections  were  ui^ed 
at  an  earlier  hour  than  he  UBually 
attended  the  regular  course  of  Business, 
and,  perhaps,  be  had  hardljr  heard  them 
all.  He  could  hardly  think,  in  the  in- 
terest of  Scotland,  there  was  any  great 
reason  to  complain,  or  to  found  a  Mo- 
tion for  postponing  the  nomination.  He 
^d  not  know  whether  any  other  sub- 
atantial  objection  had  been  or  could  be 
taken ;  and  when  there  were  no  objec- 
tions of  a  solid  or  substantial  character 
he,  in  matters  of  detail,  felt  a  disposition 
to  defer  to  the  authority  of  old  Members 
experienced  in  these  matters,  and  to 
whose  labours  the  House  was  consider- 
ably indebted.  As  at  present  informed, 
it  might  be  imperfeoUy,  he  should  be 
sorry  to  see  Uie  Motion  pressed  to  a 
diTision. 

Question  put. 

The  House  (7tin(<^.*— Ayes  43;  Noes 
899 :  Majority  356.— (Dir.  list,  No.  2.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

»  Mr.  J.  W.  BAEOLAY  moved,  "That 

the  Committee  do  consist  of  fi^en 
instead  of  nine  Members." 

Me.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
has  exhausted  his  right  of  speaking. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  name  of  Lord  Edward 
Cavendish  be  placed  upon  the  Com- 
mittee."—('8tr  J9hm  M.  Mowhr^y.) 

Db.  CAMERON  said,  he  had  been 
careful  to  explain  that  he  had  not  made 
bis  protest  on  any  personal  grounds,  but 
purely  upon  generu  considerations.  But, 
having  made  a  protest,  he  desired  to 
intimate  that  he  uiould  take  action  upon 
the  matter  when  the  new  Rules  were 
]^ooeeded  with,  if  ever  they  did  come 
on  for  discussion.  He  should  then  have 
an  opportunity  of  pressing  his  objection 
to  the  policy  of  placing  such  large 
powers  in  the  hands  of  ue  Committee 
of  Sdection.  Having  made  his  protest, 
he  wonld  not  connder  it  proper  to  ob- 
trude himself  further  on  the  time  of  the 
House,  or  to  waste  time  by  challenging 
the  various  names  upon  the  list.  He 
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should,  thwefore,  Dot  make  objection  to 
any  of  the  names. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lord  Edward  Oavehdish,  Mr.  Odbitt, 
Mr.  Harcoubt,  Mr.  Illotowobth,  Mr. 
Justin  M'Cartht,  Mr.  Oeb  Ewnro,  Sir 
Lyon  Playfaie,  Mr.  Whitbbxab,  and 
the  OHAnucAV  of  the  Sslxct  OomrrrEB 
on  Standiho  Obdbrs,  nemuM^  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee. 

QUESTIONS. 


THE  STATE  OP  IRELAND -LEOTSLA- 
TION  FOR  THE  SUPPRESSION  OP 
THE  NATIONAL  LEAGUE  —  THE 
PROTECTION  OP  MPB,  PROPERTY, 

ORDER,  &c. 

Thb  chancellor  orraE  EXOHE- 
QXTER  (Sir  Michael  Hioes*Beach)  : 
Sir,  I  beg  to  give  Notice,  on  behalf  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Cliief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  that  on  Thursday  next 
he  will  move  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
Bill  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the 
National  League  and  other  dangerous 
associations,  for  the  prevention  of  in- 
timidation, and  for  the  protection  of  life, 
property,  and  public  order  in  Ireland. 
In  the  event  of  the  debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress in  reply  to  Her  Majesty's  Gra- 
cious Speech  not  being  concluded  be- 
fore Thursday,  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
move  the  postponement  of  the  Oilers 
of  the  Day  m  order  to  give  my  right  hon. 
Friend  an  opportunity  of  bringine  for- 
ward his  Motion ;  and  we  shall  ask  the 
House  to  give  precedence  to  this  mea- 
sure on  every  day  on  which  it  may  be 
set  down.  It  is  our  intention,  Sir,  to 
follow  this  measure  by  a  Bill  dealing 
with  Ihe  Land  Question,  pursuing  in  a 
moreextenrive  sense  the  policy  inmoated 
by  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  last  Ses- 
sion. 

FORESHORES  AND  FISHIKOS 

(SCOTLAND). 

Mb.  MACFABLANE  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Ezdiequer,  If  he  will  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  lay  upon  the  Table,  a 
Return  of  all  persons  to  whom  the  rights 
of  the  Crown  to  foreshore  and  ezolnslve 
fishing  privileges  have  been  granted 
around  we  coasts  of  Scotland ;  the  date 
of  such  grants;  the  consideration  for 
which  they  were  originally  granted ;  Uie 
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rent  or  other  ooBsideration  nov  received 
for  such  rights;  and  their  probable 
value  to  the  grantees ;  also  a  Beiurn  of 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  still  re- 
tained by  the  Crown  ? 

The  8E0RETAEY  (Mr.  Jackson)  : 
If  the  inform<Ltion  desired  were  limited 
to  time— 8BJ  to  the  last  30  years— it 
vould  be  poBuble  to  prepare  a  Be- 
tuni  of  all  perBOns  to  whom  any  Crown 
rights  to  aumon  fishioga  or  foreshores 
in  Scotland  have  been  sold  or  leased, 
with  the  dates  of  grant  and  the  con- 
sideration paid,  whether  in  a  lump 
sum,  or  as  rmt  to  the  Grown.  Such  a 
Betnin  would  be  mainly  a  eompilation 
from  Papers  presented  to  this  House  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  Commissioners 
of  Woods  and  Forests.  But  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  estimate  the  preeent 
value  of  these  rights  to  the  grantees ; 
and  it  would  be  neither  possible  nor  ex- 
pedient to  give  a  Beturn  of  such  pro- 
perty still  in  the  possession  of  the  Crown. 
As  to  the  last  point,  however,  I  believe 
that  the  presumption  at  law  is  that  all 
foreshores  and  fisheries  of  the  kind  re- 
ferred to  belong  to  the  Crown,  unless  an 
adverse  title  can  be  proved.  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  communicate  with  me,  I 
will  arrange  with  him  the  form  of  a 
Betom  which  can  be  given. 

INLAUD  REVENUE-ILLICIT  STILLB 
(SCOTLAND). 
Dr.  0A113SB0N  asked  the  Secretary 
to  &e  !&eaBury,  Whether  he  has  any 
objection  to  lay  upon  the  Table  a  copy 
of  tiie  Oorrespondence  between  Mr. 
Winans  and  the  Oommissionen  of  In- 
land Bevenue  relative  to  action  of  cer- 
tain excise  officers  searching  for  illicit 
stills  on  land  oocuj^ed  by  him  as  deer 
forest  ? 

The  SECBETABT  (Mr.  Jackson)  :  I 
think  it  would  be  contrary  to  practice 
to  present  Correspondence  of  this  na- 
ture to  Parliament.  But  the  Board  of 
Inland  Bevenue  have  no  objection,  and 
if  the  hon.  Member  will  oommnnicate 
with  me  I  will  arrange  for  his  seeing  it, 

ABHT— THE  TESTINa  OV  SIDE  ARMS 
—DEFECTIVE  BAYONETS. 
Mr.  HICKMAN  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  it  is  true 
that  the  defective  bayonets  were  made 
in  Germany ;  and,  if  not,  where  they 
Tere  made  and  of  what  steel  7 
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Tbb  I-INANCIAL  SECBETABT, 
WAE  DEPABTMENT  (Mr.  H.  8. 
Northcote)  :  The  bayonets  which,  under 
the  new  and  more  severe  test,  have  been 
found  defective  fall  under  two  categories; 
the  one  long  triangular  Martini-Henry 
bayonets,  and  the  other  sword-bayonets. 
The  former  class  have  all  been  made  in 
England,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  at  the 
Enfield  Pactory.  They  were  manufac- 
tured of  oruoible  steel  snppUed  either  by 
Messrs.  Pirth  and  Sons  or  by  MesarB. 
Saunderaon,  both  being  Sheffield  firms. 
The  sword-bayonets  were  made  many 
years  ago^  partly  at  Enfield,  from  ate&l 
supplied  by  the  above-named  firms,  and 
partly  in  Germany.  It  is  not  known 
whence  the  steel  came  from  which  the 
German  arms  were  made.  The  majo- 
rity of  the  defective  sword-bayonets  are 
of  German  make. 

Mb.  CABBITTT  said,  he  wished  to 
know  how  many  years  ago  these  bayo- 
nets were  made,  and  whether  the  name 
of  the  firm  and  the  date  of  their  mana- 
facture  were  stamped  upon  them  ? 

Mr.  H.  S.  NOETHCOTE  :  I  cannot 
answer  the  Question  without  Notice ;  but 
a  full  Beport  is  being  made  on  the  sub- 
ject by  Colonel  Arbutlmot,  and  wiU 
shortly  be  presented  to  flie  House. 

Caftaih  FELLOWES  asked  who- 
ther  Cavalry  swords  would  be  submitted 
to  as  severe  a  test  as  the  bayonets  had 
been  ? 

Mr.H.S.NOETHOOTE:  Theywillbe 
submitted  to  a  severe  test ;  but  whether 
it  will  be  as  severe  as  the  bayonet  test  I 
will  leave  the  Surveyor  General  to 
answer. 

PARLIAMENTARY  OATH  (HB. 
BRADLATJGH). 
Mb.  BAIKES  asked  Mr.  Chanoellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether,  having 
regard  to  the  judgment  of  the  Ooart  of 
Appeal  in  the  ease  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral V.  Bradlaugh,  by  which  it  was  de- 
clared that,  "  as  long  as  the  defendant 
remained  in  his  present  state  of  mind^ 
he  would  be  incapable  of  taking  the 
oath  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act," 
and  also  to  the  statement  made  by  him 
in  hie  letter  to  Mr.  Speaker,  printed  in 
the  Votes  of  this  House  of  the  I3th 
January  ]886,  that  he  was  ''advised 
that,  as  a  matter  of  law,  a  state  of  facts 
once  established  is  presumed  to  exist 
until  the  contrary  is  proved,'*  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  are  prepared  to 
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tttke  inunedtate  aotlcm  in  this  Hoiue 
to  proTODt  the  lioaourable  Member  for 
Noithunpton  from  sitting  and  yotine 
in  this  HouBe  untU  he  has  eBtabliahea 
hie  capability  of  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  or  until  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal  is  reversed  by  a  higher 
tribunal  ?   

Mh.  LABOTTOHE]^  asked  Mr.  Ohan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer,  If  he  could 
state  whether,  irhen  action  was  taken 
against  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton, the  Goremment  would  also 
consider  whether  they  should  not  also 
take  action  against  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Bristol  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beaoh),  who  had  ren- 
dered himself  liable  to  a  fine  of  £500 
and  the  loss  of  his  seat  by  speaking  be- 
fore he  took  the  Oath  ? 

The  OHAN OELLOB  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  am  bound  to  say,  in  reply  to 
the  latter  Question,  that  my  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  action  contemplated  would 
be  that  it  is  extremely  undesirable.  In 
re{[ard  to  the  Question  of  my  right  hon. 
!Fnend,  now  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northunpton  (Mr.  Bradlangh)  has, 
Sir,  in  consequence  of  your  ruling, 
gone  through  the  form  of  taking  and 
subscribing  the  Oath,  the  validity  of 
that  form,  in  his  case,  now  that  it 
has  been  gone  through,  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  question  for  the  Courts  of  Law ; 
and  I  understand  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  now  prosecuting  in  the  House  of 
Lords  his  appeal  from  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal.  Therefore,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  take  action  in  this- 
Hoose  upon  the  subject. 

RAILWAYS— PISH  TEATFIO  RATES. 

Hb.  MACDOKALB  CAMERON 
asked  the  Freudent  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whether  the  Oovemment  will 
consider  the  expediency  of  taking  suoh 
'  action  as  will  induee  the  several  Bail- 
way  Companies  in  the  United  Kingdom 
to  make  such  reduction  in  their  Fish 
Tra£B.o  Bates  as  will  enable  the  fishing 
population  of  our  northern  coast  towns 
to  bring  their  products  into  competition 
with  those  now  being  imported  from 
the  Continent  of  Europe  ? 

Thk  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hopb)  :  Sir,  we  propose  shortly  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  deaung  with  the  rates  and 
charges  of  Bailway  Oomwrnies ;  and 
in  the  preparation  n  that  Sill  we  have 
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undoubtedly  taken  into  consideration 
the  point  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member.  :I  may  add  that  we  have 
lately  received  a  numerously  signed 
Petition  from  those  interested  in  the 
fish  trade  in  the  North  of  Scotland ;  and 
I  have  sent  copies  of  it  to  the  BaUw»^ 
Companies  oonoemed  asking  for  their 
observations  upon  it. 

LAND  REOISTRT  OFFICE  —  THE 
REGISTRAR. 

Me.  BTLANDS  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  the  Oovem- 
ment will  postpone  filling  up  the  vacancy 
which  has  occurred  in  the  ofBoe  of  Re- 
gistrar of  the  Land  Registry  Office,  until 
the  House  has  had  the  opportunity  of 
considering  the  constitution  of  the  Land 
Registiy  Office  with  the  view  either  of 
abolishing  it  altogether  or  of  extending 
its  operations,  so  as  to  justify  the  ex- 
penditure connected  with  it  ? 

Mn.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  office,  of  Re- 
gistrar at  the  Land  Registry  Office  with 
a  salary  of  £2,fi00  per  annum,  has  be- 
come vacant;  whether  the  business  of 
the  said  office  is  very  slight ;  and, 
whether  Government  will  abstain  from 
filling  it  up  until  it  can  be  ascertained 
whether  said  office  can  be  abolished 
without  inconvenience  to  public  into- 

Thb  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  The  duties  of  the  Office  of 
LandBegistrar  will  be  provided  for  with- 
out any  fresh  appointairat.  My  noble 
and  learned  iFriend  the  Ijord  Ohuioellor 
has  introduced  a  Bill  in  "another  place" 
to  enable  the  necessa^  provisional  ar- 
rangements to  be  made;  and  we  hope 
that  this  House  will  assent  to  that  Bill 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 

SPAIN— THE  COMMERCIAL  NEGO- 
TIATIONS. 

Mb.  palmer  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  this  Government  is  negotiating 
a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  the  Spanish 
Government  so  as  to  place  the  imports 
from  this  Country  under  the  most  favoured 
nation  clause  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Boubke)  :  When  Sir 
dare  Frad  proceeded  to  Madrid  he  waa 
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requested  to  give  early  attention  to  the 
Bnbject  of  the  unsatisfactoTy  position  of 
the  commercial  relations  between  this 
country  and  Spain.  Preliminary  com- 
municatione  have  taVen  place  between 
him  and  the  Spanish  Ministers ;  but  the 
new  Spanish  Ministry  does  not  appear 
to  be  ready  as  yet  to  enter  upon  com- 
mercial negotiations.  The  hon.  Member 
may  be  assured  that  this  question  will 
continue  to  receive  the  best  attention 
both  of  the  Foreign  Office  and  of  Her 
Uajesty's  Legation  at  Madrid. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  desired  to 
know  whether  it  was.  the  intention  of 
Her  Majesty's  GovenunMit  to  include 
in  these  negotiations  the  oommeroial  re- 
lations between  this  country  and  the 
Spanish  Colonies  ? 

Mb.  BOUBKEi  Yes,  Sir. 

THE  MATJEITIUS— MR.  COCKBURN 
STEWART. 

Mb.  HEATON  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  Is  Mr.  Oockbum 
Stewart,  late  Colonial  Secretary  of  Mau- 
ritias.  still  in  the  service  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government ;  and,  has  this 
gentleman  satisfactorily  replied  to  the 
charges  alleged  against  him  at  Mau- 
ritius ? 

Thi  SEORETAET  op  STATE  (Colo- 
nel Stamxby)  :  Mr.  Oookbum  Stewart, 
Assistant  Colonial  Secretary  of  Mauri- 
tius, Btill  holds  that  office.  He  is  now 
on  leave,  but  is  about  to  return  to  Mau- 
ritius, where  an  inquiry  will  be  held  as 
to  the  diarges  whi(^  have  been  made 
i^ixut  him. 

• 

ASMT— QTTARTERMASTEBS. 

Bb.  CLAKEC  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  If  Quartermasters  are  at 
present  ineligible,  by  War  Office  Eegu- 
lations,  for  employment  in  the  Fay, 
Ordnance,  Commissariat,  and  Prison  De- 
partments ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  grounds 
those  officers  are  debarred  from  appoint- 
ments in  these  Departments  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECEETAET, 
WAR  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  H.  S. 
Nobthcote)  :  There  is  no  rule  absolutely 
prohibiting  such  appointments; but,  prac- 
tically, quartermasters  are  ineligible  for 
appointment  in  all  the  departments,  be- 
cause, as  a  rule,  they  are  too  old  to  be 
fwpointed  to  the  junior  grades.  When 
the  Army  Pay  Department  was  formed, 
it  was  delibwately  intended  that  it 


shoald  act  in  relief  of  the  eompnlsory 
retirement  to  which  captains  were  liable. 

With  this  view,  appointments  were  re- 
stricted to  lieutenants  and  captains.  As 
quartermasters  can  serve  till  55  years  of 
age,  the  same  reason  for  opening  the 
department  to  them  does  not  exist. 

GBEEOE-COLLECTIVE  NOTE  OF  THE 
EUROPEAN  POWERS. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  it  is  true  that  the  British 
Minister  at  Athens  has  been  instructed 
by  Lord  Salisbury  to  inform  M.  Delyannis 
that  the  British  Government  was  pre- 
pared to  send  a  fleet  into  Greek  waters, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  an 
attack  upon  Turkey  by  sea  ? 

Mr.  HEATON:  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  that  Question, 
I  wish  to  ask  him  the  following  on  the 
same/ subject  —  namely.  Whether  hia 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  follow* 
ing  statement  made  to-day  by  the  Corre- 
spondent of  The  Timet : — 

"Lord  Batisbnrjr's  sennble  action  is  most 
opportune  for  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  kiadlr 
to  Greece  herself.  Telegrams  have  come  in  aU 
the  afternoon  and  eveninfi:  teitifying  to  the  joy 
which  all  parts  of  this  Empire  feel  at  being 
relieved  from  the  honible  nightmare  of  a 
European  war?" 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  only  reading  extracts  from  a 
newspaper.  The  reading  of  such  ex- 
tracts is  not  asking  a  weetion  of  a 
Minister. 

The  TTNDER  SECBETABT  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Boitbkb)  :  In  reply  to  the 
Qumtion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  I  have  to  state  that  no  such 
instruction  was  sent. 

Ma.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  wish  to 
ask  another  Question  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  of  which  I  have  not 
giveuNotice ;  but  I  think  hewill  find  that 
it  is  included  in  the  terms  of  the  Notice 
I  have  already  given.  I  wish  to  ask 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  six  Powers, 
at  the  instance  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, presented  a  Collective  Note 
intimating  that  a  naval  attack  by  Greece 
on  Turkey  would  not  be  permitted;  and 
whether  it  is  a  fvit  that,  previons  to  the 
presentation  of  this  Collective  Note, 
HwMigMty'a  Minister  at  Athens  had  an 
interview  with  M.  Delyannis,  and  in- 
formed him  that  in  case  this  threat  were 
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dinregarded  the  BritiBh  Heet  would  be 
Bent  into  Greek  waters  P 

Me.  BOUEKE  :  I  think,  Sir,  that  in 
the  first  place,  with  respect  to  the  firat 
part  of  the  Question  of  the  right  hon. 
G-entleman,  my  reply  yesterday  was  a 
sufficient  answer.  As  to  the  last  Ques- 
tion, it  is  quite  a  di£ferent  one.  I  am 
sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see 
that  a  Question  ofsuch  great  importance 
cannot,  consistently  with  my  duty,  be 
answered  without  Notice. 

Kb.  J.  OHAUBEKLAIN :  I  beg  to 
oall  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gon- 
Ueman  to  the  Question  on  the  Paper, 
Whether  the  British  Minister  at  Atliena 
haa  been  instructed  bjjr  liord  Salisbuxy 
to  inform  M.  Delyannis  that  the  British 
Government  is  prepared  to  send  a  fleet 
into  Greek  waters ;  and  I  now  ask  whether, 
at  the  interview  which  was  held  between 
M.  Dalyannis  and  the  British  Minister, 
this  intimation  was  given? 

Ma.  BOUEKE:  Exactly;  I  quite 
understand  the  Question.  I  have  an- 
swered the  Question  which  is  on  the 
Paper,  which  is  quite  different  ^m  the 
one  which  is  now  put  to  me.  I  have 
said  no  such  instruction  as  is  referred  to 
in  the  Question  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  Bent  to  our  Minister  at 
Athena.  That  was  the  Question  on  the 
Paper,  and  that  is  my  answer.  But,  I 
must  repeat,  it  would  not  be  consistent 
with  my  duty  to  answer  the  Question 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  puts  to 
me  now  without  Notice. 

Mb.  J.  OHAMBEELAIN  :  I  beg  to 
give  Notice  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  I  will  put  another  Question  to  him, 
and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
unsatisfactory  nature  of  his  answers 
hitherto,  I  mil,  on  the  Beport  stage  of 
the  Address,  if  we  ever  get  to  it,  call 
attention  to  this  subject. 

ISELAND  (ETIOTIONS)— THE  RETURNS. 

Mb.  DILLON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  When  the  Irish  Evic- 
tion Betums  for  quarters  ending  Sep- 
tember and  December  1885  will  be 
published  ;  and,  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  a  Betum  of  the  number 
of  Uivil  Bill  processes  and  ejectments 
served,  and  judgments  marked,  in  the 
four  quarters  of  1885  respectively  ? 

Me.  BBODEICK:  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  that  Question  I 
would  like  to  ask  whether,  at  the  same 
time,  a  Betum  would  be  furnished  of 

Mr.  J.  Chmh0rlim 


the  oases  of  crime  and  outrage  which 

have  occurred  in  Ireland  ? 

Thb  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  foe 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  :  The  Return 
referred  to  in  the  first  portion  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  Question  was,  I  be* 
lieve,  presented  on  the  2lBt  instant,  and 
will  soon  be  ready.  As  regards  the 
second  part  of  the  Question,  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  Government  has  any 
means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of 
procMses  and  ejectments  which  have 
been  served;  but  if  the  hon.  Member 
desires  a  Eeturn  of  those  entered  in  the 
books  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  he  can 
obtcun  it  if  he  mores  for  it  in  the  ordi- 
nary course. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  whether 
the  number  of  processes  served  could 
not  be  ascertfoned  &om  the  Civil  Bill 
officers  ? 

Me.  holmes  :  I  will  make  inquiries 

on  the  subject. 

COUNTY  OOVEBNMENT  —  KEPEESEN- 
TATIVE  COUNCILS. 

Mb.  SAUNDEES  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  When  the  Go-> 
vemment  intend  to  introduce  the  mea- 
sure for  establishing  Eepresentative 
Councils  for  Ooun^  Govenunent  in 
Great  Britain  ? 

The  OHANCELLOE  op  the  EXOHE- 
QUEE :  I  am  unable  at  present  to  name 
a  day  for  the  introduotion  of  the  mea- 
sure. 

GIBRALTAE— ZEBEHE  PASHA-THE 
ORDINANCE.  ^ 

Hb.  DILLON  asked  the'Seoretaiy  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  Under  what 
authority,  and  by  what  Law,  Zebehr 
Pasha  is  detained  a  prisoner  in  GibriU- 
tar ;  and,  how  it  is  {ooposed  to  hold 
him  prisoner  ? 

The  SECEETAET  op  STATE  (Colo- 
nel Stanlbt)  :  2jebehr  Pasha  is  detained 
in  custody  at  Gibraltar  under  the  autho- 
rity of  an  Ordinance  of  the  Legislature 
of  Gibraltar,  a  copy  of  which  is  given 
in  Parliamentary  Paper  166  of  April, 
1885.  I  am  not  in  a  ^sition  to  say 
how  long  he  will  be  detamed. 

CBDONAL  LAW— ASSAULTS  UPON 
CHILDREN. 

Mb.  CONYBEABE  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  H<nae  Departatent, 
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Whttther  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  tKe  case  tried  by  Mr.  Mansfield,  at 
the  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court, 
of  a  man  who  quairelled  with  his  mis- 
tresa's  fire  m<mth8  old  baby  and  brutally 
beat  it  on  the  arm,  who  excused  himBelf 
on  the  ground  that  he  did  it  in  a  fit  of 
temper,  and  was  ordered  to  find  security 
in  the  sum  of  Ato  pounds  to  be  of  good 
behaviour  for  the  next  three  months ; 
and,  whether  he  will  take  any  and  what 
steps  in  order  to  protect  innocent  infants 
for  the  future  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
B.  AssHBToH  Caoss),  in  reply,  said,  he 
had  learnt,  with  regard  to  the  case  re- 
ferred to,  that  no  sensible  injury  was 
inflicted  on  the  child.  Although  the 
Secretary  of  State  bad  power  to  advise 
the  Sovereign  to  remit  a  sentence,  he 
had  no  power  to  interfere  in  order  to 
make  the  punishment  heavier. 

OENEBAL  GOBDON-A  PUBLIO  UONU- 
MENT. 

Colonel  BEOOKFIELB  Cfor  Sir 
SoBEBT  Fowlee)  asked  the  First  Com- 
miasioner  of  Works,  Whether  he  has 
taken  any  stepa,  pursuant  to  the  Vote 
obtfuned  last  Session,  for  the  ereotion 
of  a  public  statue  to  the  late  General 
Gordon  ? 

Thb  first  commissioner  (Mr. 
PLrsKEx) :  Having  carefully  considered 
the  subject,  I  decided  to  ask  Mr.  Hamo 
Thorneyoroft,  A.R.A.,  to  undertake  the 
execution  of  the  statue  of  the  late  Gene- 
ral Gordon  which  was  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment last  summer ;  and  I  am  glad  to 
be  able  to  infomthe  House  thai  he  has 
already  made  considerable  progress  with 
vhat  appears  to  me  to  be  avery  beanti- 
fal  design  for  the  purpose. 

NAVY  ESTIMATES— 8HIPBUILDIN(J 
VOTES. 

Db.  CAMERON  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty*  Whetiier  tiiere  is  any 
foundation  for  the  report  published  in 
TAe  Daily  Nm»  of  the  19th  instant  to 
the  effect— 

"  That  discovery  hasjaBtbeeninade  at  the  Ad- 
miralty of  s  deficiency  amounting  to  4200,000 
in  connection  with  the  ShipbuildingVotes  ;  " 

and,  if  so,  whether  it  is  true,  as  stated, 
that  It  has  hitherto  been  the  praotioe  of 
the  Oonstniotion  Department  to  iwiTiiTniM 


the  work  done  by  contract  each  year  so 
as  to  ensure  a  b^anoe  on  the  Contract 
Yote  to  make  good  any  deficiency  that 
may  arise  in  the  Dockyard  Vote  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Mr.  EiTomE) : 
The  statement  that 

"  A  discoTory  has  just  been  made  at  the  Ad- 
miralty of  a  deflcieacy  amounting  to  £200,000 
in  connection  with  the  Shipbuildmg  Vote  " 

is  somewhat  misleading.  The  facts  are 
that  the  progress  which  has  been  made 
with  the  i^ps  building  by  contract  has 
been  in  advance  of  the  Estimates  made 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year.  This, 
I  think,  the  House  will  consider  a  mat- 
ter not  of  regret,  but  of  congratulation. 
The  result  is  that  payments  will  have  to 
be  made  this  year  to  contractors  of  about 
£200,000  in  excess  of  the  amount  taken 
for  that  purpose  in  the  Estimates  for  the 
year.  with  reference  to  the  second 
Question,  I  may  say  that,  for  some 
years  past,  the  whole  amounts  inserted 
in  the  Estimates  for  contract  work  have 
not  been  so  expended  ;  but  ooDsiderable 
sums  have  been  used  for  the  purchase 
of  stores,  and  for  Dockyard  wages.  In 
1880-1  the  saving  on  Contract  Votes 
was  £78,917  ;  in  1881-2  it  was  £50,030; 
in  1882-3  it  was  £76,204;  in  1883-4  it 
was  £157,899;  and  in  1884-5  it  was 
£47,791.  Of  these  Bavings,  roughly 
speiOcing,  dunn«  the  past  fire  years 
£300,000  has  been  appropriated  to 
Dockyard  wages  and  purdiase  of  stores. 

"WAE  OFFICE— THE  POWDER  MAGA- 
ZINE AT  BERMUDA. 

Sib  EDMUND  COMMEEELL  asked 
the  Financial  Secretary  at  War,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  great  danger  to  the  dockyard  at 
Bermuda  from  uie  close  proximity  of  the 
powder  magaaine,  and  its  faulty  oon- 
Btruotion  and  condition,  which  hare  been 
repeatedly  represented  by  the  Militaiy 
and  NavfJ  Oommanders  in  Ohief,  notably 
by  the  late  Director  of  Fortifications ; 
and,  what  steps  are  in  contemplation  to 
remedy  such  a  serious  danger  to  life  and 
Government  property  ? 

The  financial  SECSETARY, 
WAR  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  H.  S. 
Noethcoth)  :  Steps  are  in  course  of 
being  taken  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  magazine,  which  shall  supersede 
the  magazine  referred  to  in  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Officer's  Question. 
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EOTAL  003niI8SI01I  ON  MERCHANT 
SHIPPING. 

Mr.  BADEN-POWELL  aaked  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  If  he 
can  give  the  House  any  information  as 
to  what  has  become  of  the  Koyal  Com- 
mission on  Merchant  Shipping  ? 

ThePEESIDENT  tMr.  E.  Stanhopb)  : 
The  natural  curiosity  of  my  hon.  Friend 
has  been  largely  shared  by  others  among 
UB.  He  is,  no  doubt,  aware  that  the  Qo- 
Ternment  has  no  control  orer  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Boyal  CommisBion  on 
Merchant  Shipping;  but,  from  inquiries 
which  I  hare  made,  I  learn  that  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Commission  is  likely 
to  take  place  on  Friday  next. 

Mii!TtnnP.RS>  PLACES— PROTECTION 
OF  SEATS. 

Mb.  MITOHELL  HENSY:  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  wish,  Sir,  to  address  a  Ques- 
tion to  you,  which,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  Parliament,  I  addressed 
to  your  Predecessor.  It  is  with  refer- 
ence to  the  mode  of  securing  seats  in 
this  House.  I  think  it  is  understood 
that  the  only  mode  in  which  a  Member 
can  secure  a  particular  seat  for  the  night 
is  by  placing  his  hat  upon  it  and  attend- 
ing Prayers,  and  aftenrards  depositing 
a  card  in  the  place  pronded  for  the  pur- 
pose on  the  back  of  the  bench.  I  wish 
to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether  it  is  permissible 
tot  hon.  Members  to  come  down  to  the 
House,  and  to  place  hats,  which  are  not 
their  own  working  hats,  but  duplicate 
hats— Teiy  often  wideawakra— upon  the 
seat,  and  then  to  leave  the  House  and 
go  about  their  ordinary  busineas,  and 
thus  claim  the  right  of  retaining  the 
seat  during  the  evening? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Glas- 
gow (Mr.  Mitchell  Henry),  I  have  to 
say  that  the  conditions  of  securing  a 
seat,  so  far  as  the  hats  are  concerned, 
are  these: — In  the  first  place,  that  the 
hat  should,  undoubtedly,  be  the  bond 
fiit  ordinary  hat  in  daily  use  by  the 
hon.  Member.  The  second  condition, 
which  is  almost  implied  in  the  first,  is 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  owns  the 
hat  must  be  within  the  precincts  of  the 
House,  either  in  the  Oommittee  Booms 
upstairs,  or  elsewhere  in  the  House. 
The  third  condition  is  that  he  must 
attend  Prayers  himself  before  he  can 


secure  a  seat.  I  will  only  remind  the 
House  that  the  wlude  question  is  one 
of  mutual  arrangement  and  courtesy 
between  Member  and  Member;  and  al- 
though I  do  not  wish  to  anticipate  it 
for  a  moment,  should  any  inconvenience 
be  felt  it  would  be  my  duty  to  revert  to 
the  Standing  Order  on  the  subject, 
which  I  will  read  to  the  House — 

"  No  Member's  name  may  be  affixed  to  any 
seat  in  the  House  before  the  hour  of  Prayers; 
and  that  the  Speaker  is  to  s^ve  directi<m8  to 

the  doorkeeper  accordingly 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— BELIEF  OF 
DISTRESS  IN  THE  ARBAN  ISLANDS. 

Mb.  CLANCT  :  I  desbe  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  Ques- 
tion which  I  do  not  think  will  require 
any  Notice.  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman,  Whether  the  promised  Bill 
for  the  protection  of  life  and  property 
in  Ireland  will  contain  any  provisions 
for  the  saving  of  the  lives  of  the  hun* 
dred  families  now  threatened  with  star- 
vation in  the  Islands  of  Arran  ?   

Thb  chancellor  opthe  EXCHE- 
QUER :  At  present  I  can  nve  no  in- 
formation as  to  the  detfluus  of  the 
BiU. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)  —  ABBETIBIX 
UNION— RELIEF  OF  THE 
LABOURERS. 

Mk.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Might 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
Whether  the  GoTemment  is  aware  that 
the  labourers  in  the  Union  of  Abbeyleix 
are  at  present  threatened  with  death 
from  starvation ;  whether  the  Abbeyleix 
Board  of  Guardians  have  telegraphed  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  per- 
misaion  to  extend  outdoor  relief  to  these 
labourers,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  refused  to  sanction  the  issue 
of  outdoor  relief;  and,  whether  the  Irish 
Government  will  communicate  with  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  the  difficulty  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  cannot  answer  this  Question 
without  Notice.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  put  fho  Question  to  the  Re- 
presentative of  the  Department  about 
which  the  ioformation  is  required.  [£>tM 
of  "  Where  is  Smith  ?  "]  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  in  the  absMioe  of 
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my  right  lioii.  Friend,  I  hare  no  doubt 
would  be  prepared  to  anaver  fhe  Ques- 
tion. 

PARLIAMENT— ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  WOODALL  said,  he  wished  to 
put  a  Questioa  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Kzchequer  in  regard  to  the  order  of 
Business  to-morrow.  The  Parliamentary 
IFianchise  (Extension  to  Women)  Bill 
was  down  for  second  reading  on  that 
day.  It  was  admitted  to  be  a  question 
of  great  importance ;  and  seeing  that  it 
was  largely  supported  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  and  that  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  as  well  as  the  Ghanoellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  had  expressed  a  desire 
for  an  early  decision  upoa  it,  might  he 
ask  that  Wednesday,  at  any  rate,  might 
he  left  sacred  to  private  Members,  who 
had  so  few  opportunities  of  making 
progress  with  legislation  ? 

The  chancellor  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB,  in  reply,  said,  the  question  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  referred  was 
one  of  undoubted  importance,  although, 
perhaps,  he  did  not  concur  in  the  hon. 
U«ntleman'a  views  upon  it.  If  the  Bill 
did  not  come  on  to-morrow,  he  did  not 
eee  bow  the  question  was  likely  to  be 
^urly  discussed  during  the  present  Ses- 
sion. Under  these  dronmstaiuses,  he 
would  not  press  the  prosecution  of  the 
debate  on  we  Address  to-morrow. 

Mb.  LABOUOHEBE  asked,  whether 
he  was  to  understand  that  they  were' 
going  on  with  the  debate  on  the  Address 
to-morrow,  or  whether  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Gentiieman  (Mr.  Woodall)  was  to 
be  put  down  as  the  firat  Order  ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  or  not  it  would  be  necessary 
that  evening  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  upon  the  Address  until 
after  that  Bill  ? 

Thk  CHANOELLOE  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  that,  according  to  the  Orders 
of  the  House,  Private  Business  on  Tues- 
days and  Wednesdays  took  precedence 
of  any  debate  ou  the  Address;  and, 
therefore,  he  had  given  Notice  of  the 
Motion  which  he  was  about  to  move, 
that  ihe  Order  for  resnnuDg  the  ad- 
journed debate  on  the  Address  should 
have  precedence  over  Notices  of  Motion 
on  that  day.  He  did  not  intend  to  make 
a  similar  Motion  to-morrow. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  wished, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  House,  to 
ask  what  would  be  the  Motion  made  on 
the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  QoTemment 
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with  reference  to  the  course  of  Business 
at  the  close  of  the  debate  that  evening  ? 
He  believed  it  had  been  expected  by 
many,  at  any  rate,  that  the  debate  on 
the  Address  would  proceed  to-morrow. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  did  not  intend  to  proceed  to-morrow 
with  that  debate;  but  that  the  second 
reading  of  a  Bill  of  great  interest  was 
to  be  allowed  by  the  Qovemment  to 
take  its  place ;  and  the  debate  on  that 
second  reading,  he  presumed,  in  its 
natural  course,  would  occupy  Wednes- 
day. Therefore,  was  he  to  understand 
&om  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
would  move  that  night  that  the  debate 
on  the  Address  should  be  adjoomed 
until  Thursday  ?  Or  what  Motion  would 
he  propose  to  make  7 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  that  he  should  make  no 
Motion  with  regard  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  on  the  Address.  Any 
hon.  Member  who  thought  fit  to  do  so 
would,  at  the  proper  time,  be  entitled  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  that  debate. 
It  would  then  stand  over  till  Thursday, 
and  on  Thursday  he  would  make  the 
Motion  of  which  he  had  given  Notice. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  I  apprehend  the 
day  should  be  named  on  which  the  ad- 
journed debate  is  to  be  resumed.   

TheOHANOELLOB  oftheEXOHE- 
QUER :  I  apeak  with  aU  deference  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentlenian*s  far  greater 
experience  ;  but  I  should  apprehend 
that  in  the  ordinary  course  of  Business 
the  debate  on  the  Address  would  be 
adjourned  till  the  next  Government 
night,  which  is  Thursday. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  COWEN:  Would  it 
not,  Mr.  Speaker,  be  competent  for  any 
private  Member  to  move  that  the  de- 
bate on  the  Address  be  proceeded  with 
to-morrow  instead  of  a  Bill  introduced 
by  a  private  Member  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  If  I  may  be 
permitted,  I  should  like  to  ask  you.  Sir, 
if  to-night,  at  the  proper  time,  a  Mo- 
tion is  made  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  and  if  no  other  Motion,  be  made^ 
what  would  be  the  e£Fect  on  the  debate 
relating  to  the  Answer  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  ? 

Mb.  speaker  :  It  would  be  neces- 
sary  to  name  a  day  to  which  the  debate 
would  be  adjourned,  and  that  course 
could  be  taken  day  by  day. 

Me.  PARNELL:  I  beg  to  aak,  Sir, 
whether,  in  the  event  of  the  debate  on  ^ 
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Address  being  adjourned  till  Thursday 
by  the  House  to-night,  it  would  not  ne- 
cessarily stand  as  the  first  Order  of  the 
Day  for  Thursday ;  or  whether  the  Oo- 
Temment  woold  not  hare  the  power  of 
its  own  accord — as  Thursday  will  be  a 
OoTemment  night  —  of  putting  some 
other  Business  before  it  ? 

Ub.  SFEAEEB  :  A  Motion  wonld 
have  to  be  made  that  the  Order  of  the 
Day  should  be  postponed  in  order  to 
make  way  for  any  other  Motion. 

DOUBLE  RETmN. 


EASTERN  DIVISION  OF  DONEGAL  AND 
OSSORT  DIVISION  OF  QUEEN'S 
COUNTY. 

Mr.  Abthttk  O'Connor,  returned  for 
the  Basteru  Division  of  Donegal,  and 
for  the  Ossory  Division  of  Queen's 
County,  stated  that  he  elected  to  sit  for 
East  Donegal. 

MOTION. 

PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 

HOUSE. 

The  oh  ANOELLOE  op  the  EXOHE- 
QTJEB  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-BbjCch)  :  I 
beg,  Sir,  to  propose  the  Motion  of 
which  I  have  given  Notice — 

'*  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  resuming 
the  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Address,  in  An- 
Bwer  to  Her  MigMty'B  Moot  GraciouB  Speech, 
have  precedoice,  thii  day,  over  the  Nonces  aX. 
Motion!." 

In  doing  BO  I  should  wish  to  explain 
in  a  very  few  words  the  position  which 
I  thought  it  proper  to  take  up  with 
reference  to  to-morrow.  I  had  under- 
stood that  there  was  a  very  strong 
feeling  on  both  aides  of  the  House  in 
favour  of  an  early  discussion,  and,  if 
possible,  a  decision  on  the  important 
question  deidfe  with  by  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Woodall). 
Well,  Sir,  for  that  reason,  when  the 
hon.  Member  appealed  to  me  not  to 
propose  the  resumption  of  the  debate 
on  uie  Address  to-morrow,  in  order  that 
hie  Bill  might  be  discussed,  and  bear- 
ing in  mind  my  own  intention  to  pro- 
pose the  postponement  of  the  debate 
on  the  Address  on  Thursday,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  request  of  the  htm.  Mem- 
ber was  one  to  which  I  might  properly 
WMftde.  We  have  no  irtdL  wlnitmr  to 


accede  to  that  request  unless  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  House  that  we  should  do 
so.  But  if  it  is  the  desire  of  the  House 
that  the  hon.  Member's  Bill  shall  be 
postponed  to  an  indefinite  day,  and  that 
the  debate  on  the  Address  should  oc- 
cupy to-morrow,  without,  so  far  as  I  can 
chance  of  arriving  at  acondunon, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  agree 
to  that. 

Motion  made,  uid  Question  proposed, 

*<That  the  Order  of  ttie  Day  for  resaming 
the  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Addrev,  in  An- 
swer to  Her  M^yesty's  Most  Gracioas  Speech, 
havo  precedence,  this  day,  over  the  Notices  of 
Motions." — {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  Then,  Sir,  do  I 
understand  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman understands  it  to  be  the  desire 
of  the  House — and  certainly,  so  far  as  I 
am  able  to  gather  it,  I  think  it  is  the 
general  desire  of  the  House— that  this 
Private  Bill,  however  important,  ahonid 
not  interfere  with  the  debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress, and  if  this  Motion  is  agreed  to  to- 
night, in  that  case  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  likewise  ontsent  to  give 
Kotice  of  a  similar  Motion  to-morrow  f 

ThiOHANOELLOB  ofthbEXOHE- 
QTTEB:  Z  will  make  inquiries  in  the 
course  of  the  evening. 

Mb.  DILLON  said,  that  before  this 
Motion  was  put  he  would  like  to  make  a 
few  observations  upon  what  seemed  to 
him  the  extraordinary  course  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  Government.  He 
thought  that  this  Motion  should  not  be 
allowed  to  pass  by  the  Members  of  that 
House,  more  especially  by  the  Members 
who  represented  the  Irish  people,  with- 
out taking  the  present  opportunity,  the 
only  one  they  would  hare,  of  entering 
their  protest  against  the  extraordinary 
course  which  was  being  adopted  by  the 
Govemmrat,  The  Gbvmnment  did  not 
state  their  intention  when  they  were 
laying  the  Most  Gracious  Speech  of  Her 
Majes^  before  the  House,  although 
they  had  had  ample  opportunities  pre- 
viously of  finding  out  all  that  Uiey 
desired  as  regarded  Ireland.  If  they 
had  not  then ,  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  affairs  of  Ireland  had  reached 
that  condition  that  immediate  action 
on  their  part  was  required,  he  wonld 
ask  hon.  Members  what  could  have  oc- 
curred within  the  past  three  or  four 
days  which  had  indaced  the  OovMn- 
nwKt  to  peiAttm  ifaii  flKtrMidbmj 
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somenault  ?  They  were  told  that  if  on 
the  receipt  of  information  which  they 
were  led  to  suppose  was  awaited  from 
Ireland  

.  Me.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
must  point  ont  to  the  hon.  If  ember  that 
he  would  not  be  in  Order  in  discussing 
the  Irish  Question  on  the  Motion  for  the 
postponing  for  this  day  of  the  Notices 
of  Motion. 

Mb.  DILLON  said,  he  would  not, 
then,  continue  that  line  <^  argument; 
bat  he  had  supposed  that  theie  was 
some  connection  between  the  two  mat* 
ters.  Of  course,  he  bowed  to  the  decision 
of  the  Speaker,  and  he  would  confine 
himself  to  the  observations  he  had  to 
offer  upon  the  question  whether  the 
Orders  of  the  Bay  shoTiId  be  postponed 
for  the  purpose  of  making  way  for  the 
debate  on  the  Address.  The  point  to 
which  he  wished  to  address  himself  was 
this — that  Tuesday  also  was  a  private 
Member's  night.  Either  the  subjects 
raised  in  the  Queen's  Speech  firomthe 
Throne  were  of  such  importance  as  to 

i'ustify  the  House  in  postponing  the 
business  of  private  Members,  so  as  to 
enable  the  cmisideratian  of  the  Speech 
to  be  proceeded  •mXk  from  day  to  day, 
or  else  they  ^ere  not  of  sufficient  im- 
portanoe.  The  House  had  been  led  to 
believe,  until  that  evening,  that  the 
Speech  would  be  proceeded  with  from 
day  to  day;  and  what  he  wanted  to 
know  was  this — what  reason  had  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  given  to  induce  the 
Houee  to  oonseni  to  the  postpooement 
of  the  Orders  of  the  Day  that  evening, 
which  would  not  apply  equally  wellon  to- 
morrow, and  equally  WW  on  Thursday  ? 
He  thought  the  House  were  entitled, 
before  they  agreed  to  the  Motion,  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
state  the  reasons  why  they  should  agree 
to  it.  One  new  fact  had  certunly  come 
under  the  notice  of  the  House,  and  it 
was  that  the  Government  did  not  con- 
sider the  questions  raised  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  to  be  of  suffi.oient  importance  to 
justify  the  House  in  proceeding  with 
the  discussion  of  them  from  day  to  day, 
until  they  could  arrive  at  a  conclusion 
upon  them.  He  should  like  to  have 
some  little  information  as  to  the  Forms 
of  the  House.  He  was  not  much  versed 
iwith  them,  having  been  for  a  long  time 
absent  from  the  House,  and  having  been 
^bt^tn^  iatocnqptedf  vhen  he  was  a 


Member,  when  he  attempted  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  House. 
The  argument  he  had  been  endeavour- 
ing to  bring  out  when  he  was  called  to 
Order  by  tiie  Speaker  was  this — that 
the  statement,  now  for  the  first  time 
placed  before  the  House,  that  the  de- 
bate was  to  be  interrupted,  and  for  all 
thoy  knew  interrupted  for  a  week,  a 
fortnight,  or  it  was  exceedingly  likely 
to  be  even  longer,  if  the  Bill  annoonocd 
to  be  brought  forward  on  Thursday  was 
pernsted  with,  was  of  so  startlmg  a 
nature  that  the  debate,  if  postponed  at 
all,  would  have  to  be  postponed  for  a 
very  long  time.  Indeed,  if  the  debate 
the  Government  proposed  to  continue 
that  evening  were  of  so  little  importance, 
he  failed  to  see  why  it  should  be  allowed 
to  interfere  at  all  with  the  privileges  of 
private  Members,  whose  opportunities 
were  certainly  not  very  enormous. 

The  SBCBETARY  of  STATE  fok 
INDIA  (Lord  Baxsolph  Ohubchill)  : 
I  think,  Sir,  I  can  answer  the  Questions 
of  the  hon.  Member  in  a  manner  which 
wiU  satisfy  him.  The  course  which  the 
Government  propose  to  adopt  to-nigpht 
is,  I  imagine,  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  course  adopted  on  all  former  occa- 
sions when  the  debate  on  the  Address 
has  not  been  concluded  within  the  first 
week  in  which  the  House  met.  In  re- 
cent years  the  debate  has  been  generally 
of  a  prolonged  nature;  and  me  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone) 
will,  I  think,  bear  me  out  when  I  say 
that  on  several  occasions,  when  the  de- 
bate on  the  Address  was  not  concluded 
before  the  first  private  Members'  night, 
a  Motion  of  this  kind  was  always  made 
in  order  to  enable  the  House  to  deal 
with  the  debate  on  the  Address  before 
proceeding  to  other  Business.  There- 
fore, there  is  nothing  extraordinary  in 
the  courae  which  the  Government  have 
adopted.  Also  the  hon.  Member  will 
perceive,  ifh^  looks  at  the  Notice  Paper, 
that  there  is  no  Motion  of  any  private 
Member  of  any  very  great  importance — ■ 
certainly  no  Motion  of  any  importance 
compared  with  the  Motion  which  tiie 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse 
CoUings]  is  going  to  submit  to  the 
House.  The  House  will  perceive  that 
there  is  additional  reason  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  make  the  Motion  they 
have  made  to<night.  There  is  no  reason 
I  know  of  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
die  debate  on  the  Addvees  ntty  not  orar 
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dade  before  Thursday ;  and  on  Hiurs- 
day  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  stated  that 
he  will  make  a  Motion,  if  the  debate  on 
the  Address  is  not  concluded,  to  bring 
another  subject  before  the  notice  of  the 
House — a  subject  vtich  he  considers  of 
the  highest  and  most  important  oharao- 
ter;  a  subject  to  which  further  debate 
on  the  Address  must  necessarily  gire 
way.  Those  are  the  reasons  which  the 
GoTomment  have  for  making  this  Mo- 
tion ;  and  I  think  tlie  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  and  others  will  be  in- 
clined to  agree  that  there  is  nothing 
extraordinary  or  abnormal  in  the  Mo- 
tion, and  nothing  at  Varianoe  with  the 
regular  and  estaouBhed  practice  of  Par- 
liament. 

Mr.  FABNELL:  I  apprehend,  Sir, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Government,  in 
making  the  Motion  now  under  discus- 
sion, is  not  found  fault  with,  except  on 
the  ground  of  the  incompleteness  of  the 
Motion  itself.  It  appears  to  me  that  it 
would  be  well  for  vie  House  to  decide, 
on  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
whether  the  debate  on  the  Address 
should  be  interrupted  in  the  extraordi- 
nary and  unprecedented  way  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  From 
the  hasty  examination  I  have  been  able 
to  make,  it  certainly  seems  to  me  that 
the  debate  on  the  Address  has  soaroely 
ever,  if  ever,  been  interrupted  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  suerests  that  it 
should  be  interrupted  on  uaa  occasion. 

Me.  SPEAKER:  I  must  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  Question  is 
not  one  of  the  interruption  of  the  debate 
on  the  Address,  but  the  continuation  of 
the  debate  on  the  Address.  It  is  the 
ordinary  Motion  which  is  made  when  it 
is  considered  desirable  to  postpone  the 
Motion  standing  in  the  names  of  private 
Members,  so  as  to  allow  the  debate  on 
the  Address  to  be  proceeded  with. 

Me.  PAENELL  :  With  the  view  of 
putting  myself  in  Order,  I  shall  move  an 
Amendment  to  the  Motion.  I  propose 
to  leave  out  all  the  words  in  the  Motion 
after  the  word  "preoedenoe,"  in  order 
to  insert — 

"  On  all  daya  on  vhich  it  is  set  down  over 
Notieei  of  Motions  and  Orders  of  the  Daj," 

BO  that  the  Motion  will  then  read — 

**  Thai  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  reminingr  the 
Adjoumed  Debate  on  the  Address,  ia  Answer 
to  Her  M^erty'e  Uort  Qracioos  Speaoh,  have 


precedence  on  all  days  on  which  it  is  set  down 
over  ^  Notices  of  Motions  and  Orden  of  the 
Day." 

I  wish,  Sir,  in  other  words,  to  ask  the 
House  to  deal  with  this  question  as  a 
whole,  and  to  settle  it  now,  so  that  out 
Business  may  not  be  interrupted  to- 
morrow by  a  Motion  to  give  precedence 
to  the  Address  over  the  BUI  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Woodall),  and 
so  that  it  may  not  be  interrupted  again 
on  Thursday,  as  promised  by  the  Go- 
vernment, by  a  Motion  with  regard  to 
precedence  for  coercive  measures  against 
Ireland.  I  think.  Sir,  we  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  deal  with  this  question  now,  and 
to  decide  whether  we  shall  adhere  to 
existing  precedents,  which  I  believe  are 
all  on  one  side ;  or  whether  we  shall 
declare  that  the  debate  on  the  Address 
shall  be  a  continuoiu  proceeding,  as  it 
has  always  been  u^  to  the  present  date, 
and  shall  not  be  interrupted  each  day 
by  questions  of  the  relative  importance 
of  this,  or  that,  or  the  other  Bill.  I  wish 
to  direct  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  all 
human  probability,  if  the  course  which 
the  Government  has  foreshadowed,  and 
if  my  important  Amendment  be  not 
agreed  to,  the  discussion  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
(Mr.  Jesse  Collings)  cannot  be  con- 
cluded to-night,  and  that  instead  of  re- 
suming the  discussion  on  that  Amend- 
ment to-morrow  you  will  turn  aside  to 
the  discussion  of  a  Bill  on  the  undoubt- 
edly important  question  of  female  fran- 
chise, and  that  instead  of  resuming  the 
debate  on  Thursday  yon  will  turn  aside 
to  the  other  question  of  the  coercion  of 
Ireland.  I  would  ask  English  agricul- 
tural Members,  returned  by  the  counties 
of  England,  whether  they  think  they  will 
be  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituents, if  they  allow  the  Government 
to  turn  them  away  from  the  discussion 
of  the  very  important  subject  of  the 
agricultural  situation  in  England,  and 
the  rights  of  the  agricultural  labourers 
on  the  Land  Question  7  The  motive  and 
desire  of  the  Government  appears  to 
be  self-evident.  Their  stratagems  are 
various.  An  Amendment  was  placed 
on  the  Paper  late  last  ni^t,  juat  before 
the  ac^oumment  of  tibe  Souse — I  have 
no  doubt  as  the  result  of  harried  con- 
sultation and  communications  between 
the  front  Treasury  Beneh  and  their  fol- 
lowers—an Amendment  to  insert  after 
the  word  "Agriculture,"  in  tiie  llth 
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paragraph  «f  the  Speeoh,  the  foUowing 
Tords: — 

**ADd  hamblyto  represeDt  to  Her  Majesty 
the  ugtury  wUdi  Trade  and  Agriculture  boQi 
in  tbie  Goimt^  and  the  OoIonieB  are  Buffering 
in  coQsequeDoe  of  the  natem  of  Bounties 
granted  hf  foreign  Fowm." 

The  Government  desired  to  put  for- 
ward for  disousaion  any  question  rather 
than  the  question  of  the  interests  of  the 
labourers  in  the  English  counties  ;  and 
when,  Sir,   aa  I  understand,  by  the 
ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker,  the  hen.  Mem- 
ber, who  gave  Notice  of  the  Amend- 
ment I  have  quoted,  was  unable  to  out 
out  the  precedence  obtained  by  the  faon. 
Member  for  Ipswich,  the  front  Treasury 
Bench  resort  to  another  stratagem.  They 
give  Notice  that  on  Thursday  they 
will  inteiTupt  the  debate  on  the  Address 
in  order  to  get  on  to  the  question  of  Irish 
CkMroioa ;  and  then,  following  the  lead 
which  was  unwittingly  given  them  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke  on  Women 
Suffrage,  they  eagerly  jump  at  that 
question  also,  with  a  view  to  getting  rid 
of  another  day,  so  as  to  render  it  more 
likely  that  the  discussion  on  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
may  be  futile,  rain,  and  of  no  issue 
whatever.   I  think  it  must  be  evident 
to  the  House  that  if  we  are  to  proceed 
in  order  and  with  due  reverence  to  the 
Throne,  we  must  go  on  with  the  debate 
on  the  reply  to  the  Speeoh  from  the 
Tlirone  until  it  has  been  concluded. 
The  device  of  the  Q-overnment  must  be 
patent  to  everybody — namely,  to  drag 
in.  any  question,  they  can  for  the  purpose 
of  evadiiw  debate  on  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich,  just  aa 
the  drowning  man.  dutches  at  a  straw. 
The  disousnoa  upon  the  Address  has 
not  been  carried  on  at  any  excessive 
length  up  to  the  present  time,  and  the 
Amendments  have  not  been  pressed  with 
undue  pertinacity.   I  recollect  occasions 
when  Amendments  to  the  Address  occu- 
pied a  fortnight  in  debate;  and,  as 
yet,  two  nights  only  have  been  taken  up 
this  Session.    There  is,  therefore,  no 
ground,  from  any  point  of  view,  for  the 
claim  of  the  Government  to  interrupt 
the  proceedings  in  connection  with  the 
Ad&esB  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Irish  Coercion,  and  to  get  rid  of 
the  agricultural  qaeBtion  which  was 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich. 
The  only  way  in.  which  ^e  House  can 
prevent  the  lost  of  time  and  energy  wUl 


he  by  agreeing  to  some  such  Amendmoit 
as  I  now  propose. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HTlATiY  seconded  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  oat  all  the  words  after  the  word 
"  precedence "  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in 
order  to  add  the  vords.  "  on  all  days  on  wUch 
it  is  set  down  over  Notices  of  Motions  and 
Orders  of  the  Day."— (Ifr.  Famell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  DC  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Queetion." 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAEOOTTET  said, 
there  seemed  to  be  no  doubt  that  the 
House  was  placed  in  a  somewhat  diffi- 
cult position  by  the  announcement 
which  the  Government  had  made.  Eveiy- 
one  would  agree  that,  whatever  the 
causes  that  might  lead  to  the  necessity, 
it  was  a  veiy  inconvenient  process,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  that  the  Address  to  the 
Crown  should  be  postponed  to  an  inde- 
finite period.  But  he  wished  to  suggest 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Pamell)  that  he  might  confine  the 
purport  of  his  Amendment  to  that  day 
and  to-morrow.  If  that  course  were 
followed,  the  House  would  have  time  to 
ascertain  how  matters  stood.  The  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
(Lord  Bandolph  Churchill)  had  sug- 
gested that  the  debate  on  the  Address 
might  be  concluded  to-day  or  to  -morrow. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  that  suggestion ; 
because  every  Government  wm  bound  to 
do  everything  in  its  power  to  hasten  the 
conclusion  of  a  debate  upon  an  Address 
proposed  by  itself.  The  House  had  dis- 
posed the  previous  evening  of  two 
Amendments  to  the  Address  j  and  he  saw 
no  reason  why  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse 
Collisgs)  should  not  be  disposed  of  that 
night.  The  other  Amendments  might 
then  be  disposed  of  to-morrow  ;  and  thus, 
the  discussion  arising  out  of  the  Address 
having  been  concluded,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  interrupting  the  debate. 
But  the  whole  matter  was  hypothetical, 
and  could  not  be  determined  until  they 
should  see  what  progress  was  made  with 
the  various  Amendments  set  down  for 
that  and  the  following  evening.  If  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  should 
think  fit  to  modify  his  Amendment  so  as 
to  limit  its  effect  to  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday, the  House  would  probahly  find 
a  convenient  way  out  of  the  diffiooltLee 
which  had  uiem. 
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Mb.  FINOH-HATTON  observed  that, 
as  one  of  the  English  Members  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  tho  Citj  of 
Cork  (Mr.  Pamell),  he  was  anxious  to 
lose  no  time  in  taking  up  the  challenge. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
had  threatened  English  county  Members 
with  the  displeasure  of  their  constituents 
if  they  did  anything  to  postpone  the  dis- 
ouBsion  of  the  interesting  question  about 
to  be  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings).  Probably 
hi8.(Mr.  Finch-Hatton's)  was  about  the 
wont  case  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  could  have  cited ;  be- 
cause his  was  a  purely  agricultural  con- 
stituency, which  took  the  greatest  possi- 
ble interest  in  the  question  to  be  brought 
forward  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich. 
He  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  had  himself  laid 
on  the  Table  a  Bill  similar  to  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich.  He  begged 
to  tell  the  hon.  Member  that  his  consti- 
tuents, interested  as  they  were,  would 
wish  that  it  and  every  other  subject 
should  be  postponed  in  favour  of  the 
consideration  of  an  important  question 
affecting  the  integrity  of  the  Empire. 
His  oonstituents  would  approve  the  pre- 
oedence  of  any  measure  whioh  the  re^ 
sponsible  Advisers  of  the  Crown  might 
hold  to  be  necessary  for  the  re-assertion 
of  the  supremacy  of  the  law  in  Ire- 
land. 

Me.  WOODALL  said,  he  would  be 
very  sorry  to  press  the  Motion ;  but  it 
certainly  did  appear  to  be  extremely  in- 
convenient for  the  House  to  tie  its  hands 
with  regard  to  what  might  be  its  possible 
action  on  Thursday  next.  He  thought 
that  when  the  proposal  was  made  to- 
night that  the  debate  be  adjourned,  the 
sense  of  the  House  should  be  taken  as 
to  whether  it  should  be  adjourned  over 
to-morrow,  or  until  to-morrow. 

TheCHANGELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  very  much  agree  with  what 
has  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Clentle- 
man  the  Member  for  Derby  (^r  William 
Harcourt^ ;  and  after  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Woodall), 
of  course  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  proceed  with  the  debate 
on  the  Address  to-morrow.  Therefore, 
the  matter  could  be  simplified  by  the 
amendment  of  the  Motion  as  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby,  to  which  the  (Jovemment 
would  be  willing  to  accede.  Bat,  in  my 


own  defence,  I  may  saythatlhavesimply 
followed  invariable  precedent  in  giving 
Notice  of  Motion  as  appHcable  to  a  single 
day.  Thehon.MemberfortheCityofCork 
(Mr.  Farnell)  made  a  suggestion  which 
I  must  most  earnestly  repudiate.  He 
seemed  to  suggest — and  the  remark  was 
received  with  cheers  by  hon.  Members  in 
that  quarter  of  the  House— that  we  were 
endeavouring  in  this  way  to  get  rid  of 
the  agricultural  question,  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings) 
wishes  to  raise  on  the  Address.  I  never 
heard  a  more  baseless  assertion  made  in 
this  House.  We  have  placed  this  Mo- 
tion on  the  Paper  in  order  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  bringing  forward  his  Amend- 
ment this  evening ;  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  chiefly 
instnimental  in  postponing  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  is  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  himself. 
AVe  are  extremely  desirous  that  the 
House  should  get  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich.  I  had  supposed,  when  I  made 
a  conditional  promise  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Woodall),  that 
it  would  be  perfectly  possible  that  that 
discussion  could  be  dosed  by  a  division 
to-night ;  but,  if  that  be  not  possible,  it 
might  be  resumed  and  concluded  to- 
morrow. We  in  no  way  shirk  the  issue 
to  be  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ips- 
wich. But  with  regard  to  the  additional 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork,  that  we  should  tie  the 
hands  of  the  House  and  the  Government 
with  reference  to  all  days  until  the 
debate  on  the  Address  should  be  con- 
cluded, I  must  most  earnestly  entreat  the 
House  not  in  any  way  to  sanction  such 
a  Motion  as  that.  What  it  means  is 
simply  the  delay  of  the  proposal  whioh 
we  feel  it  our  du^  to  make  to  the  House 
on  Thursday.  I  dare  say  that  several 
hon.  Members  may  think  that  we  have 
been  some  time  in  making  up  our  minds 
before  presenting  this  proposal  to  the 
House.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  lhat 
we  have  been  very  reluctantly  foived  to 
the  conviction  that  such  a  proposal  is 
necessary.  But,  having  arrived  at  that 
conviction,  it  is  a  necessary  corollary  that 
the  proposal  should  be  placed  before  the 
House  without  delay,  and  that  the  House 
should  be  asked  by  the  Government  to 
press  it  forward  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion whioh  may  be  possiblfi. 
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Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Everyone  must, 
I  think,  subscribe  to  vhat  has  been 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  with  regard  to  the  Motion  of 
which  he  has  ^ren  Notice  to-day.  That 
Motion  is  in  perfect  form  and  regularity, 
and  when  we  are  prepared  I  presume 
we  may  assent  to  it  without  any  diffi- 
culty or  objection.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  that  he  has  given 
a  Notice  to-day  wbidi  raises  a  new 
question  of  very  great  importance  with 
regard  to  the  order  of  Business  of  the 
House — namely,  whether  it  is  desirable, 
either  with  a  view  to  the  observance  of 
the  usual  practice  of  this  House,  or 
with  a  view  to  the  ultimate  despatch 
and  expedition  of  any  measure,  that  the 
Ctovernment  should  interpose  Business 
of  great  importance  in  the  middle  of 
the  discussion  of  its  own  Address  ?  We 
have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in 
former  years  In  the  discussion  of  such 
questions.  But  what  I  wish  to  put  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Oity  of  Oork 
(Mr.  Farnell)  iS}  that  that  is  a  question 
of  very  great  importance,  uj^n  which 
it  is  eztrem^y  diffioult  to  give  a  con- 
duBire  judgment  at  a  moment's  notice. 
I  should  certainly  wish  myself  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  referring  to  former 
cases — even  cases  of  Irish  legislation, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  are  nearly  analo- 
gous, and  which  would  afford  us  light 
upon  the  subject.  What  I  wish  to  point 
out  is  that  the  suggestion  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  near  me  (Sir  William  Har- 
oourt)  prejudices  no  one.  It  determines 
the  course  of  Business  to-day  and  to- 
mortoWt  and  leaves  us  in  a  condition 
to  inquire  between  this  time  and  to- 
morrow what  may  be  the  bearings  of 
the  very  im^rtant  question  raised  by 
the  Notice  given  on  behalf  of  the  Go- 
vemment  to-night.  I  certainly  would 
suggest — and  I  hope  it  may  be  done 
with  the  general  consent  of  ue  House, 
if  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Oork  assents— that  the  form  recom- 
mended by  my  right  hon.  Friend  near 
me  should  be  adopted ;  because  by  to- 
morrow we  should  be  in  a  position  to 
select  in  our  minds  and  adopt  some 
definite  oouise  with  regard  to  uat  pro- 
posal. 

Mb.  JESSE  OOUJNGB  said,  he 
thought  that  there  would  he  no  diffi- 
culty upon  his  own  side  of  tike  Heiue 
in  brii^g;izig  tiie  diBoasBio&  upon  his 


Amendment  to  a  close  that  night.  He 
was  glad  to  see  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Ohanoellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  disposed  to  do  his  best 
upon  his  side  to  bring  it  to  an  early 
conclusion.  With  regard  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Spalding  Division  of  Lincolnshire  (Mr. 
Finch-Hatton),  he  ventured  to  say,  from 
his  knowledge  of  constituencies,  in- 
cluding the  hon.  Gtentleman's  own,  that 
even  that  formula — ^whioh  they  ex- 
pected, but  not  quite  so  soon — about 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire  would  stand 
the  Govemment  in  little  stead  if  the 
interests  of  the  labourers  were  put 
aside  by  a  side  wind. 

Mn.  PARNELL  said,  that  he  was 
very  willing  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone), provided  it  were  distinctly  un- 
derstood that  the  Government  would 
allow  the  judgment  of  the  House  to  be 
taken  on  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  OoUings) 
either  that  night  or  to-morrow. 

Amoidment,  by  leave,  mtMreun. 

Amendment  proposed,  at  the  end  of 
the  Question,  to  add  the  words,  "  and 
To-morrow  over  other  Orders  of  the 
Day  and  the  Notices  of  Motions." — 
{Sir  William  Sareourt.) 

Question,  "That  those  words  be 
there  added,"  put,  and  agrMd  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put. 

Ordered^  That  tlie  Order  of  the  Day  for  r«- 
saming  the  Ai^  earned  Debate  on  the  Address, 
in  answer  to  Her  Majesty's  Most  Gtadoiia 
Speech,  have  precedence,  this  day  over  the 
Notices  of  Motions,  and  To-morrov  orer  other 
Orders  of  the  Day  and  the  Notices  of  Motions. 
— (Jfr.  Chancellor  of  tkt  Etdu^utr.) 

ORDER  OF  TBE  DAT. 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER  MA- 
JESTY'S MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

ADJOTJBNSD  DEBATE.     [fOTTRTH  mOHT.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [2l8t  January.  1 — 
[See  page  92.] 

Question  again  proposed. 

.  Debate  resumed. 

[Fourth  2^U.1 

Digitized  by 


443  AidfMt  <n  {OOm 

ALLOTMENTS  AND  SMALL  HOLDINGS* 

Mb.  JESSE  OOLLINGS,  in  rising  to 
move  the  following  Amendment  to  the 
Address : — 

'*  But  thu  Houw  humbly  npreeaes  iU  rogret 
that  DO  maaaures  are  annpanced  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty for  the  present  relief  of  these  classes,  and 
especially  for  affordiuo;  fadlities  to  the  agricul- 
tniallaboiuraTs  and  ouien  in  tiie  rural  distriots 
to  obtain  allotments  and  small  holdings  on 
equitable  terms  as  to  rent  and  security  of 
tosare," 

said,  he  thought  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  depression  existed,  and 
that  it  was  felt  both  in  town  and  coun- 
trj,  but  especially  among  the  labouring 
classes  in  rural  districts.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  a  further  reduction  might 
be  made  in  the  wages  of  farm  labourers  ; 
but,  seeing  that  the  rate  now  varied  from 
12>.  to  9«.  per  week  only,  there  was 
scarcely  room  for  any  further  reduction. 
Indeed,  the  only  mystery  was  how  a  man 
and  his  family  oould  exist,  far  less  live 
in  comfort,  on  such  a  miserable  pittance. 
Worse  than  that,  there  were  large  and 
increasing  numbers  of  men  out  of  work 
altogether.  They  had  been  glad  to  hear 
the  Xeader  of  the  Opposition,  in  his 
speech  upon  the  Address,  refer  to  the 
niot  that  the  labourers  were  now,  for  the 
first  time,  represented  in  that  House, 
and  express  his  belief  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  regret  on  that  side  of  the 
House  that  there  was  no  reference  made 
in  Her  Majesty's  Graoious  Speech  to  the 
labourers,  and  to  some  further  means 
of  bettering  their  condition.  Now,  al- 
though there  were  so  many  labourers 
out  of  work  in  the  rural  districts,  yet  no 
one  would  pretend  to  say  that  in  the 
necessities  of  agriculture  there  was  not 
plenty  of  work  for  them.  The  land  in 
every  direction  was  crying  outfor  labour; 
and  without  labour  it  was  absurd  to  ex- 
pect land  to  producewhatit  ought  to  yield. 
It  was  said  that  the  farmers  could  not 
afford  to  employ  labour.  But  it  was 
certain  theycould  not  afford  to  farm  with- 
out labour.  Therefore,  it  came  to  this — 
the  labourer  was  standing  idle  because 
the  farmers  could  not  employ  him,  and 
there  was  no  means  by  which  he  could 
get  on  to  the  land  to  work  it  on  his  own 
account.  The  consequence  was  that  the 
labourers  were  dying  from  the  soil,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  the  land.  This 
was  a  workman's  question  in  town  as 
well  as  countiy.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  eay  one  word  in  favour  of 
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allotments  and  small  holdings)  for  every- 
one who  was  formerly  opposed  to  them 
seemed  now  to  have  changed  his  opi- 
nion. ["  No,  no ! "]  That  seemed  to  oe 
the  case  at  the  meeting  at  'WillisU 
Booms ;  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  (Mr.  Chaplin),  who  on  for- 
mer occasions  had  strenuously  opposed 
the  principle,  had,  during  the  past  three 
months,  been  making  speeches  of  the 
most  gushing  character  in  favour  of 
allotments  and  small  holdings.  Whe- 
ther that  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
labourer  had  got  the  vote  he  would  not 
say ;  at  any  rate,  the  whole  question 
had  now  assumed  a  different  aspect  alto- 
gether from  what  it  presentedpreviously. 
During  theElectionsthemost  unbounded 
interest  was  shown  in  this  question  by 
the  rural  population.  As  to  the  three 
acres  and  a  cow,  the  labourer  was  not 
such  a  fool  as  to  suppose  that  he  would 
get  something  for  nothing ;  but  he 
thought  that  some  legitimate  means 
should  be  provided  for  giving  him 
access  to  the  land.  Onoe  let  him  get 
possession  of  the  three  acres,  there  was 
little  doubt  that  by  his  own  thrift  and 
his  own  efforts  the  cow  and  many  other 
things  would  speedily  follow.  He  de- 
precated the  leaving  of  the  solution  of 
the  question  to  voluntary  associations. 
He  had  not  a  word  to  say  against  pri- 
vate enterprize ;  but  he  wanted  to  know 
why  any  associations  were  wanted?  If 
each  individual  landlord  would  take 
the  matter  in  hand,  the  thing  would 
be  done  without  an  associatioD.  But 
what  was  wanted  was  something  be- 
hind that — ^that  if  the  thing  were  not 
done,  labourers  should  not  be  left  to  the 
mercy  of  voluntary  effort,  or  to  the  land- 
lord or  farmer.  Hon.  Members,  no 
doubt,  knew  what  was  going  on  be- 
tween the  various  sections  of  the  terri- 
torial part^  and  the  labourers.  A  Con- 
servative journal  at  I^wich  had  said — 

"  Surely  the  men  must  now  recognize  the  fact 
that  they  may  use  their  votes  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  injure  their  best  interests.  They  will  ^t 
neither  three  acres  of  land  or  a  cow.  They  will 
have  proliably  luss  vork  and  lower  wages.  The 
labouring  men  who  have  gone  liadical  cannot 
be  surprised  if  they  lose  liie  sympathy  and  co- 
operation of  CoDserratiTe  landlords  and  Con- 
servative fanners." 

To  his  knowledge  such  writings  were 
read  to  his  labourers  by  a  farmer. 
When  they  talked  of  "Boycotting"  in 
Ireland  let  them  remember  that  Uiese 
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were  words  read  to  men  content  to  work 
for  9«.  and  Ids.  a-week  to  keep  their 
children  from  starving.  He  had  Tisited 
Lamboume,  and  there  he  found  a  beau- 
tiful village  falling  into  decay  and  the 
grass  growing  in  the  streets.  In  the 
whole  village  there  were  not  two  e^gs 
to  be  got  fm  break&st.  Bear  in  mind 
that  theyimported  2,250,000  eggs  daily ; 
but  if  a  French  villager  visited  Lam- 
bourne  would  he  not  say — "What  fools 
these  English  are  to  send  to  us  when 
they  have  every  facility  here  for  sup- 
plying themselves."  There  was  nothing 
new  in  his  proposal  from  what  had  been 
brought  forward  since  the  time  of  Eliza- 
beth, except  the  compulsion  where  it 
was  needed,  and  that  compulsion  would 
not  be  carried  out  where  the  supply  of 
land  was  sufficient.  As  to  the  recom- 
mendation for  the  sale  of  glebe  lands, 
whatever  reply  the  Government  might 
make  to  this  Amendment,  he  hoped  they 
would  not  play  the  labourers  false  in 
any  way;  in  other  words,  that  they 
-would  not  pretend  to  give  a  benefit 
whidi  the  simering  labourers  would  not 
actnally  realize.  Glebe  luids,  if  sold  at 
all,  mnst  be  9old  without  imy  conditions. 
Besides,  many  clei^men  had  their 
glebes  badly  situated  for  the  purposes 
desired  by  labourers.  In  some  parts 
there  was  plenty  of  glebe  land  and  few 
people ;  while  in  other  districts  the 
people  were  numerous  and  no  such 
land.  Therefore,  the  labourers  would 
thank  the  Government  for  nothing. 
What  they  wanted  was  machinery  by 
which,  where  a  fair  and  legitimate  de- 
mand for  land  existed,  it  should  be  had 
at  a  fair  price,  and  on  a  tenure  that 
would  not  depend  on  touching  the  hat 
to  eitiier  parson  or  squire ;  but  on  con- 
dition that  the  holders  of  it  should  be 
independent,  P^ng  nnt  for  it,  and 
cultivating  it.  Tha  Siboiirers  had  a  fUr 
r^ht  to  aak  for  that  They  were  told 
that  nothing  oould  be  done,  the  price  of 
com  was  so  low.  If  they  put  com  out 
of  the  question  there  was  still  plenty  of 
scope.  They  had  butter  which,  in  his 
younger  days,  used  to  sell  at  7d.  per  lb. 
now  double  the  price ;  fowls  which 
they  used  to  sell  at  It.  Id.  now  2$.  6d.; 
cheese,  pork,  vegetables,  and  other 
small  articles  of  food,  all  requiring  that 
minute  industry  which  the  large  farmer 
could  not  well  give,  but  which  a  peasant 
proprietary  comd  well  bestow.  Articles 
of  food  other  than  com  were  im- 


ported to  this  country  to  the  value, 
in  the  aggregate,  of  £50,000,000, 
and  every  pennyworth  of  wWoh  they 
ought  to  produce.  Fair  Tradiers  talked 
with  alarm  about  a  few  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  foreign  manufactures — girders, 
for  instance — brought  from  Belgium  and 
from  France ;  but  th^  had  not  a  word 
to  say  about  the  fact  that  we  imported 
£5,000,000  worth  of  cheese  annually 
into  this  country.  When  they  had 
£50,000,000  worth  of  food  imported 
every  year  at  prices  very  much  higher 
than  those  which  prevailed  40  years 
ago,  and  when  they  had  the  material 
for  its  production  at  hand  and  the 
labour  standing  idle,  he  wanted  to  know 
why  that  food  was  not  produced  at  home? 
Supposing  a  Manchester  manufacturer 
had  plenty  of  material  and  plenty  of  la- 
bour lying  idle,  while  his  books  were 
overflowing  with  orders,  such  a  state  of 
a£fairB  woxild  not  be  tolerated  for  a  mo- 
ment ;  and  yet  that  was  a  parallel  to  the 
present  condition  of  agriculture.  ["No, 
no  They  had  in  this  eonntty  what 
prevailed  nowhere  else  that  he  knew  of, 
a  landleas  peasanbry.  The  agricultural 
labourer  had  been  reduced  by  legislation 
from  the  position  of  haying  an  indepen- 
dent interest  in  the  land  to  that  of  a 
mere  hireling.  The  labourers  had  been 
forced  by  successive  migrations  into  the 
towns,  and  thus  they  had  a  proletariat 
in  this  country  such  as  did  not  exist 
anywhere  else  that  he  was  aware  of  in 
Europe.  He  claimed  for  this  population 
a  measure  of  Land  Reform  wmoh  he  con- 
tended would  be,  in  reality,  a  most  Oon- 
servative  measure.  He  was  horrified  to 
think  that  hon.  Members  opposite — the 
territorial  party — could  not  see  the  dan- 
ger that  attached  to  their  present  posi- 
tion, a  danger  f^m  which  the  measure 
hejproposed  would  save  ihem ;  but  if  they 
resisted  that  measure  they  would  go 
further  and  fare  worse.  He  had  much 
pleasure  in  moving  the  Amendment 
which  stood  in  his  name. 

Captaiw  VERNET  remarked,  that  it 
was  no  slight  advantage  to  a  new  Mem- 
ber, when  he  for  the  first  time  claimed 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  that  he 
had  the  privilege  of  seconding  an 
Amendment  which'  would  undoubtedly 
command  the  sympathy,  if  not  the 
active  support,  of  Gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  There  was  no  Party, 
from  the  noble  Marquess  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  to  his  (Captain  Yer- 

[Fourth  Ifight,'] 


Digitized  by 


\ 

{COMMONS}  Atumr  toS$r  m 


4 17  Addrsu  t» 

Bey8*)hoa.  Opponent  iaNorth Bucks  (Sir 
Samuel  Wilson),  daring  the  last  £leo- 
tton  which  had  more  completely  identi- 
fied themaeWes  with  this  question  than 
the  ConservatiTe  Party.  In  erery  Tillage 
and  town  the  OosservatiTe  candidate  had 
never  failed  to  explain  how  he  had  been 
misunderstood,  and  how  hard  it  was  upon 
him  that  it  should  be  supposed  he  was 
not  interested  in  this  question  of  allot- 
ments; therefore,  hon.  Qentlemen  oppo- 
site would  fiiad  it  diffioult  to  go  into  the 
Lobby  in  opposition  to  the  Amendment. 
The  noble  Marquess  (the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury),  in  his  famous  speech  at  New- 
port, had  even  proposed  to  eacrifioe  the 
precious  glebe  lands  to  provide  allot- 
ments for  labourers.  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Honiton  (Sir  John 
Kwnaway)  had  divided  the  House  into 
four  Parties — the  "Great  Conservative 
Party,"  the  "  Moderate  Liberal,"  the 
"JRadieals,"  and  the  "Irish."  The 
"Moderate  Liberal"  he  (Captain  Yer- 
n^)  had  some  difficulty  in  laying  his 
hand  upon ;  but  he  took  it  that  the 
moderate  liberal  was  one  of  those  Li- 
berals who  were  led  by  the  Liberal 
Pukea.  and  the  Liberal  Dukes  had 
ondoubtedly  identified  themselves  with 
the  allotment  question.  Hie  Badioal 
Farfy  would,  aa  a  matter  of  oouree,  sup- 
port the  Amendment :  so,  too,  would 
the  Irish  Members,  as  representing  a 
warm  and  sympathetio  race,  always  ready 
to  throw  itself  on  the  side  of  the  op- 
pressed, and  would  countenance  every 
measure  for  their  relief.  He  daimed, 
therefore,  for  the  Amendment  the  sup- 
port of  all  Parties  in  the  House.  Another 
reason  which  concerned  all  was  the  fact 
that  whereas  for  eome  months  past  the 
ftgrioultural  labourer  was  merely  "in 
ue  air"  now  he  was  literally  iu  the 
House ;  and  every  Member  must  feel  how 
appropriate  it  was  that  a  house  largely 
efected  by  the  agxioultuxal  labourers  for 
tiie  first  time  in  the  annals  of  our  Consti- 
tution should  give  its  earliest  attention 
to  a  question  whioh  elosely  ^eoted  their 
interests.  The  Amendment  proposed  to 
address  the  Queen,  in  answer  to  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  in  such  words  as 
would  be  very  grateful  and  acceptable 
to  Her  Majesty,  who  was  always  most 
accessible  to  the  humblest  of  her  sub- 
jects— that  Sovereign  whose  whole  life 
had  been  governed  oy  a  "  fundamental 
law  "  laid  down  by  herself— her  loyalty 
to  her  people. 


Amendment  proposed, 

By  inserting,  after  the  word  "transient,"  in 
the  ilth  paragraph,  the  words  "  but  this  House 
hamblj  expresses  its  regret  that  no  measures 
are  annoanced  hj  Her  Majesty  for  the  present 
relief  of  these  classes,  and  especially  for  afford- 
ing faoilities  to  the  agricultural  labourera  and 
ot£ers  in  the  rural  districts  to  obtain  allotmenta 
and  small  holdings  on  equitable  terms  as  to  rent 
andeeourity  of  tenure.  —{3fr.  Jg»»«  (Jollingi.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Thk  OHANCELLOB  ov  thb  DUCHT 
OP  LANCASTER  (Mr.  Chaplin)  :  Sir, 
it  may,  perhaps,  be  for  the  convenience 
of  tiiia  House  if  I  ask  permission  at  once 
to  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUings),  and 
to  the  Amendment  which  he  has  placed 
on  the  Paper.  Of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  I  am  bound  to  say  that, 
considering  his  Amendment  amounts  to 
a  Vote  of  Censui-e  on  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, one  supported  by  weaker, 
feebler,  more  miserable  arguments  I 
never  heard  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
life.  Sir,  the  hon.  Member  was  good 
enough  to  warn  us  of  the  danger  we 
should  incur  by  opposing  his  Amend- 
ment. I  do  not  see  that  danger  in  the 
least.  We  are  perfectly  olear  as  to  our 
position;  and  before  I  liave  oonoluded 
my  observations  I  hope,  to  some  extent 
at  least,  to  be  able  to  convert  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  at  all  events,  to  a  portion  of 
our  views.  He  made  one  observation  in 
the  course  of  his  speech — and  which,  I 
confess,  somewhat  surprised  me — that 
the  agricultural  labourer  iu  this  country 
was  not  such  a  fool  as  he  was  thought. 
I  do  not  know  whoever  thought  he  waa 
a  fool,  unless  it  was  the  hon.  Member 
himself ;  but  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
the  agricultural  labourer  of  this  country 
is  not  such  a  fool  as  to  be  taken  in  by  the 
speech  whioh  the  hon.  Member  has  de- 
livered. Now,  Sir,  the  paragraph  in  the 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  alluded  in  his 
speech  refers  in  terms  of  regret  to  the 
f^t  that  no  material  improvement  is  to 
be  noted  in  the  condition  of  the  trade 
and  agriculture  of  the  Kingdom;  and 
the  burden  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Amendment,  although  I  am  bound  to 
say  his  speech  was  much  narrower  than 
his  Amendment,  is,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  ax&  to  be  blamed  because 
they  have  announced  no  measures  what- 
ever in  the  Gracious  Speech  from  the 
inirona  for  the  present  relief  of  those 
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classes  who  are  suffering  from  the  pro- 
longed depression  in  trade  and  agricul- 
ture. Now,  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
will  forgive  me  if  I  exprras  mj  opinion 
at  once  that  his  Amendment  is  justly 
open  to  grave  condemnation  upon  two 
different  grounds— on  the  ground  that 
it  is  unreasonable  on  the  one  hand,  and 
wholly  inaccurate  on  the  other.  The 
hon.  Member  said  nothiog  in  his-speech 
about  trade,  although  hia  Amendmeat 
directly  refers  to  it.  His  Amendment  is 
utterly  unreasonable  eo  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  attitude  which  Her  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters have  adopted  towards  those  who 
are  suffering  from  depression  in  trade  ; 
because  he  must  know,  and  the  House 
must  know,  as  I  had  oocasioa  to  state 
last  night,  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  already  appointed  a  Boynl 
GommisBion  of  Inquiry  into  that  sub- 
ject. Nothing  could  be  more  unusual 
or  unreasonable  than  that,  having  j  ust 
appointed  a  Boyal  Commission,  we 
should  in  the  Speech  ^m  the  Throne 
announce  any  measure  dealing  with  this 
question  before  we  have  received  any 
!^eport  or  recommendation  of  any  kind 
whatever  from  the  Commission.  With 
regard  to  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
towards  those  who  ere  suffering  from 
depression  in  agriculture,  I  say  that  the 
Amendment  is  wholly  inaccurate.  What 
measares,  except  those  which  are  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Boyal  Speech,  did  the 
hon.  Member  expect  that  we  should  an- 
nounce ?  It  is  perfectly  true  that  agri- 
culture is  suffering,  as  it  has  been  suf- 
fering for  a  long  period  of  years,  from 
serious  and.  severe  depression.  What 
have  been  the  causes  of  that  depression  ? 
It  began  with  a  series  of  bad  seasons, 
such  as  I  know  of  no  parallel  to  be- 
fore. When  they  passed  away,  and 
we  were  blessed  once  again  with 
sunshine,  then  the  prices  of  agri- 
cultural produce  fell  to  a  degree  that  I 
believe  is  without  precedent  for  many 
years  in  the  history  of  this  country. 
Does  the  hoir.  Member  think  that  we 
ought  to  have  introduced  a  measure 
attempting  to  deal  with  those  causes  ? 
He  knows,  as  well  as  I  do,  why  it  was 
impossible  to  do  so.  I  entertain  the 
strongest  possible  opinion  that  the  pre- 
sent agricultural  depression  Is  mainly, 
if  not  entirely,  owing  to  the  great  depre- 
ciation of  the  prices  of  agricultural 
produce.  [Mr.  Jesse  Coxuiras :  What 
produce  ?]   All  agricultural  produce.  I 
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should  have  liked  the  hon.  Member  to 
have  named  to  the  House  some  of  those 
articles  to  which  he  referred  as  having 
risen  in  value — [Mr,  Jebsx  OoLUsas : 
Butter]  but  that  he  entirely  omitted 
to  do.  That  is  my  opinion  as  to  the 
cause  of  agricultural  depression ;  and, 
as  I  have  said,  the  hon.  Member  knows 
perfectly  that  we  are  absolutely  power- 
less to  introduce  any  measure  dealing 
with  the  prices  of  food.  And  even  if 
the  present  Cabinet  had  the  inclination, 
which  they  have  not,  it  would  be  per- 
fectly impracticable,  hopeless,  and  im- 
possible, in  the  present  House  of  Com- 
mons at  all  events,  to  carry  such  a 
measure,  whatever  may  be  the  case  at 
some  time  in  the  dim  and  distant  future. 
Well,  Sir,  I  mentioned  last  night  that, 
though  it  was  impossible  to  deal  in  any 
way  with  the  question  of  prices,  we 
had  indicated  in  the  Boyal  Speech  our 
intention  to  do  something  which  we  be- 
lieve will  be  in  th«  direction  of  re- 
ducing the  cost  of  production.  A  sen- 
tence in  one  of  the  paragraphs  of  the 
Boyal  Speech  indicates  clearly  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  intend  to  intro- 
duce measures  which  will  involve  the 
consideration  of  the  whole  question  of 
the  incidence  of  local  burdens.  I  say, 
therefore,  it  is  wholly  inaccurate  upon 
that  ground,  if  upon  no  other;— but 
there  are  other  grounds  besides — for  the 
hon.  Member  to  say,  in  his  Amendment, 
that  DO  measures  whatever  have  been 
announced  by  the  Government  for  the 
relief  of  the  classes  suffering  from  agri- 
cultural depression.  But  l^e  hon.  Mem- 
ber, before  he  has  had  the  opportunity 
of  learning  what  we  may  propose,  ia 
obliged  to  fiash  his  own  proposal  upon 
the  House  of  Commons  without  an 
hour's  delay.  He  says  we  ought  to 
bring  in  a  measure  enabling  the  labourer 
to  obtain  allotments  on  equitable  terms 
and  with  security  of  tenure,  and  that  if 
we  do  that  he  is  convinced  we  shall 
solve  the  whole  question,  agricultural 
depression  will  disappear,  and  all  will 
be  prosperous.  Whatever  the  House 
may  think  of  this  Amendment  there  is 
one  thing  about  it  at  all  events  about 
which  we  shall  agree,  and  that  is  that 
it  is  by  no  means  original;  and,  indeed, 
though  the  hands  are  the  hands  of  Esau 
it  ia  the  voice  of  Jacob ;  or,  it  would  be 
more  accurate  to  say,  that  the  hand  is 
tiie  hand  of  Jesse,  but  the  voice  is  the 
voice  of  Joseph.   The  proposal  we  have 
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before  ns  is  neither  more  nor  leas  than 
our  old  Iriends  iJie  "  three  aeres  and  a 
cow,"  odk  dressed  up  in  Parliamentary 
guise.  What  we  really  have  to  con- 
sidsr  to-night  is  not  the  short  and  in- 
conolasiTe  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich,  but  the  scheme  of 
the  right  hon.  Gendeman  the  Member 
for  Birmingham  (Mr.  Joaeph  Cham- 
berlain), which  he  put  before  the  electors 
BO  assiduoualy,  energetically,  and  ably 
during  the  electoral  campaign  which  haa 
just  come  to  a  cloae.  I  hope  the  House 
will  notaupposol  am  prejudiced  against 
these  propositions  because  they  are 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman.  On 
the  contrary,  in  some  of  the  objects  he 
has  in  view  I  cordially  sympathize  with 
him ;  while  of  others  I  entirely  dis- 
approre.  The  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
assumed  that  it  was  unnecessary  for 
him  to  argue  the  question  at  the  present 
time,  because  there  was  no  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  allot- 
ments  and  small  holdings.  I  take  ex- 
ception to  ihat  observation  altogetiier. 
I  draw  a  great  distinction  between  allot- 
ments on  the  one  hand,  and  what  are 
railed  small  holdings  on  the  other. 
What  I  understand  by  an  allotment  is 
this — a  piece  of  land  either  immediately 
attached  to,  or  within  a  convenient  dis- 
tance from,  a  cottager's  home  for  which 
the  only  capital  required  is  his  own  labour 
and  his  spade,  and  of  a  size  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  grow  garden  produce 
for  himself  and  for  his  family,  and  for 
another  very  important  member  of  the 
establishment — ^namely,  for  faispig.  Now, 
Sir,  I  do  not,  in  the  least,  wish  to  dog- 
matize aa  to  what  ought  to  be  the  size 
of  an  ELtlotment  of  this  kind  or  the 
distance  it  should  be  from  the  occu- 
pier's home.  These  are  matters  of 
detail  upon  which,  no  doubt,  Members 
will  have  much  to  say  in  the  Aiture. 
We  have  in  the  House  Members  who 
will  be  able  to  ^ve  practical  informa- 
tion on  that  subject;  and  among  them 
there  is  one  whose  opinion  on  the  point 
will  be  of  great  value.  I  moan  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Norfolk  (Mr.  Arch) ; 
and,  howevermuch  some  of  us  may  differ 
from  him,  I  am  sure  both  sides  of  the 
House  will  welcome  the  hon.  Member  on 
this  question  as  the  Bepresentative  of  a 
class  for  the  first  time  returned  in  this 
House.  If  I  may  be  permitted  to  aay 
so,  I  even  hope  he  will  take  an  oppor- 
tunity, in  the  courae  of  this  debate,  of 


expressing  hie  views  on  this  question.  I 
remember,  some  years  ago,  having  the 
opportunity  of  examining  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber as  a  witness  before  the  Boyal  Agri- 
oulturd  OmmissioD  ;  and  I  was  much 
struck  by  the  evidence  he  gave  on  ihat 
occasion.  I  hope  he  will  correct  me  if 
I  am  wrong;  but,  if  I  am  right,  he 
rather  seemed  to  hold  the  opinion  at 
that  time  that,  for  an  allotment  such  as 
I  have  deecribed,  probably  about  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  was  the  most  conve- 
nient size  for  a  labourer  to  cultivate  for 
himself,  and  the  distance  from  his  home 
ought  not,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
exceed  more  than  half  a  mile.  If  I  am 
correct  in  my  assumption,  they  are  pro- 
positions with  which  I,  for  one,  should 
cordially  agree.  "  A  small  holding,"  on 
the  other  hand,  I  take  to  be  either  a 
freehold,  or  smalt  tenancy,  on  which  the 
occupier  lives,  to  which  he  looks  for 
his  means  of  livelihood,  and  on  which  the 
whole  of  the  labour  is  supplied  by  the 
family  dwelling  upon  the  holding.  I 
say  at  once  I  look  upon  the  provision 
of  allotments  for  agricultural  labourers, 
provided  they  are  not  too  large,  pro- 
vided they  are  let  at  a  fair  and  reason- 
able rent,  and  provided  they  are  at  a 
reasonable  distance  from  their  homee, 
as  an  unmixed  good  to  the  rural  agri- 
cultural population.  On  the  other  hand, 
small  holdings,  such  as  I  have  described, 
I  regard,  for  reasons  which  I  will  pre- 
sently state,  as  a  much  more  question- 
able boon.  Let  me  add  that  a  good 
deal  has  been  done  in  this  country  in 
the  direction  of  providing  allotments 
already.  The  other  day  I  saw  a  calou- 
lation  made  by  Major  Cragie,  Secretary 
to  the  Oentral  Chamber  of  Agriculture, 
and  based  upon  the  latest  avmlable  Re- 
turns—those for  1873,  since  which  there 
must  have  been  an  increase — from  which 
it  appears  that  there  was  in  this  country 
242,542  allotments  of  the  nature  I  have 
described  ;  and  as  the  Census  showed 
there  were  765,169  agricultural  la- 
bourers, the  proportion  was  one  allot- 
ment to  every  three  labourers  in  the 
kingdom  even  in  those  days.  The  hon. 
Member  spoke,  I  thought,  if  not  in  words 
of  condemnation,  in  terms  of  the  very 
faintest  praise,  of  an  Association — the 
Landowners*  Association  —  which  has 
been  formed  in  this  country  within  a 
comparatively  recent  period.  I  am. 
greatly  indebted  to  Lord  Onslow,  the 
Seoretazy  of  that  Association,  for  infor- 
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mation  with  which  he  has  snppliecl  me, 
and  whioh  shows  what  is  being  done  in 

this  direction  that  Asaociation  at  the 
present  time.  I  am  told  that  a  large 
number  of  landowners,  including  many 
Members  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  owning  among  them  about 
1,800,000  acres  of  land,  have  already 
joined  this  Association.  They  have 
been  oommunioated  with  as  to  their 
views  on  the  subject,  and  they  re- 
plied to  this  effect— they  are  disposed  to 
Bolint  applications  for  land  adjacent  to 
villages  and  not  already  so  let  to  be  held 
in  allotments,  and  generally  to  afford 
facilities  for  the  extennon  of  the  system 
to  the  ^^icultural  labourers  employed 
on  tiieir  eatateo.  I  thiuk  this  is  some 
answer  to  tiie  question  put  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswieh  -as  to  why  an  Asso- 
<nation  is  wanted  at  all.  There  may  be 
another  reason  for  it.  That  Association 
is  wanted,  I  should  say,  and  is,  perhaps, 
eminently  necessary,  in  order  to  counter- 
act tbe  mischief  sought  to  be  done  by 
the  hon.  Member  and  some  of  his  asso- 
ciates as  between  landlords  and  tenants 
and  labourers  of  this  country.  It  may 
be  true — I  am  not  prepared  to  deny  it 
— that  there  may  be  something  still 
wanting  to  be  done  in  this  direction ; 
and,  where  that  is  the  case,  Her  Ma> 
jes^s  Ooverament  are  perfectly  ready 
and  prepared  to  enoonrage  and  facilitate 
a  wide  and  general  extensioa  of  the 
system  of  allotments  throughout  the 
ooontry.  Here,  u;ain,  I  am  obliged  to 
charge  the  hon.  lumber  not  only  with 
inaoouraoy,  but  with  what  appears  to 
me  to  be  extreme  impatience  on  his  part ; 
because,  before  he  had  heard  a  word  on 
the  subject  of  the  proposals  which  might 
be  forthcomiag  from  the  Government, 
he  took  the  opportunity  of  subjecting 
them  to  a  sweeping  oondemnation. 
"  Glebe  lands !  What  is  the  use  of 
them?"  says  the  hon.  Member;  "we 
want  no  glebe  lands ;  we  want  the  la- 
bourers to  be  perfectly  free."  Nothing 
would  satisfy  them  but  that  word  which 
is  of  so  much  blessing  and  comfort  to 
tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Momber 
for  Birmingham  —  that  blessed  word 
compulsion."  Tho  House  will  recol- 
lect that  this  suggestion  to  fatnlitate 
the  sale  of  glebe  lands  was  among  the 
most  prominent  of  the  propositions  put 
forward  by  Lord  Salisbury  in  tifie  great 
nteeefa  whioh  he  made  at  Newport  during 
uie  coarse  of  the  electwal  campaign.  I 


am  bound  to  say  that  when  I  read  that 

speech  I  thought  at  the  time  that  I 
had  never  read  anything  more  happily 
designed  than  his  proposal  to  meet  a 
double  object  greatly  in  need  of  atten- 
tion. Every  one  who  is  acqusinted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  agricultural 
situation  must  know  that  among  the 
classes  who  have  suffered  from  agricul- 
tural depression  few  people  hare  felt  it 
more,  or  have  suffered  from  it  so  much,  as 
that  class  of  the  clergy  who  derive  their 
income  from  glebe  lands.  Their  difBcnl- 
ties  and  troubles  in  this  respect  are  in- 
creased by  the  great  difficulty  of  selling 
glebe  lands  under  the  law  as  it  exists  at 
present.  The  Qovemment  recognise  that 
fact,  and  they  recognise  something  else 
besides,  and  that  is  that  there  is  still, 
perhaps  in  many  portions  of  the  coun- 
try, a  large  unsatisfied  demand  for 
allotments  at  fair  and  equitable  rents. 
Tho  importance  of  this  part  of  the  ques- 
tion of  fairness  of  rents  has  been  recog- 
nized in  all  previous  legislation,  which 
for  many  years  has  dealt  with  this  ques- 
tion. It  was  only  I  think  in  1876  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Sir  K.  Assheton  Cross)  passed  a  Bill 
called,  I  think,  the  Allotments  Exten- 
sion Bill,  in  which  one  of  the  main  pro- 
visions was  that  the  allotments  for 
which  it  is  intended  to  provide  should 
be  held  at  fair  and  ei^itable  rants. 
That  is  a  doctrine  to  which  I  heartily 
subscribe. 

Mb.  JESSE  OOLUN0B :  What  Bill 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refer  to  7 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  I  am  speaking  from  memory. 

Mr.  JESSE  C0LLINQ8 :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  refer  to  the  Allot-^ 
ments  Extension  Act  of  1882  ? 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  referring  to 
the  Bill  passed  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  HomeDeportmentin  1676. 
I  think  it  was  called  the  Commons  Act ; 
but  I  have  forgotten  the  name  of  the 
measure.  We  propose,  in  consequence, 
so  to  alter  tho  existing  legislation  as 
to  facilitate  the  sale  of  glebe  lands 
by  the  clergy  upon  terms  and  conditions 
whioh  will  be  specially  designed  for^  the 
benefit  and  advantage  of  the  ^^cul- 
tural  labourers  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
for  the  relief  of  the  clergy.  The  only 
limit  that  I  remember  in  this  dixcotion 
in  the  speech  which  Lord  Salisbury  made 
at  Newport  was  this — that  he  was  not 

Q  2  [f^h  NigM.'\ 
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prepared  to  sanction  pttrchase  by  com- 
pulsion. If  th.e  hon.  Member  for  Ips- 
wioh  knew  as  much  as  I  do  about  the 
condition  of  the  clergy  who  derive  their 
incomes  from  glebe  lands,  and  the  hard- 
ships they  suffer,  he  would  be  well 
aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  necessity  for  compulsion  in  this 
matter.  It  is  notorious  how  much  many 
of  them  have  suffered.  I  know  scores 
of  instances  myself.  I  have  known, 
over  and  over  again,  of  a  glebe  farm 
having  been  given  up  and  placed  on  the 
clergyman's  hands  in  such  a  foul  condi- 
tion that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  find 
atenanttotake  it  again.  The  clergymen 
who  do  their  duty  in  their  parishes  can- 
not possibly  afford  the  time  to  superin- 
tend their  farms  in  such  a  manner  as  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  their  successful 
cultivation.  The  result  is  that  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  in  all  probability,  you 
will  find  that  the  dei^men  placed  in 
this  position  are  not  only  ready  and 
willing,  but  are  keenly  desirous  of  sell- 
ing that  which,  in  too  many  cases  of  lute 
years,  has  proved  to  be  nothing  but 
an  incumbrance  to  them.  If  that  be 
done  you  will  find — and  this  is  my  an- 
swer to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich,  who  said  that  proposals 
of  this  kind  would  not  be  of  the  smallest 
use  whatever — in  a  great  number  of  the 
parishes  of  England  land  thrown  upon  the 
market  of  just  about  the  right  amount 
and  probably  just  about  the  rightdescrip- 
tion,  and  situated  in  places  such  as  are 
requisite  and  most  suited  for  the  ogri- 
cultural  labourers  of  the  country.  There 
remains  for  me  nothing  to  deal  with 
but  the  question  of  small  holdings;  and, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  I 
^ould  like  to  aaj  a  few  words  on  that 
subject.  The  House  will  have  per- 
ceived that  I  am  heartily  in  favour  of  a 
large  extension  of  the  system  of  allot- 
ments. I  do  not  believe,  however  great 
that  extension  may  be,  that  it  will  do 
anything  whatever  to  remove  the  effects 
of  agricultural  depression.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  likely  to  have  any  effect  of 
that  kind ;  but  I  do  think  that  it  will  do 
more  to  add  to  the  comforts  of  the  homes, 
and  to  improve  the  material  condition  of 
the  rural  population  of  this  country,  than 
anything  else  you  can  do  that  is  either 
practicable  or  possible  at  the  present 
time.  But  with  regard  to  a  large  creation 
of  small  holdings  by  the  action  of  the 
Legislature,  I  hold  a  totally  different 

Mr.  Chaplin 


opinion  altogether.  I  am  satisfied  that 
not  only  woiud  it  do  nothing  to  mitigate, 
but,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have  pre- 
cisely the  opposite  effect,  and  it  woiild 
only  tend  to  aggravate  and  increase  the 
agricultural  depression  of  which  we  all 
so  much  complain.  Something,  no  doubt, 
may  be  said  m  favour  of  small  tenancies; 
but  I  have  yet  to  learn  whether  by  amejl 
holdings,  as  a  general  rule,  small  ten- 
ancies or  small  freeholds  are  meant  by 
the  author  of  this  Amendment.  I  admit 
that,  in  many  cases,  a  tenant  of  a  small 
farm,  holding  his  farm  under  favourable 
occupation,  has  probably  been  able  to 
weather  the  storm  of  depression  as  well 
as,  and  possibly  better  than,  some  of 
his  neighbours  in  larger  occupations; 
but  the  small  tenancy  is  one  thing,  and 
the  small  freehold  is  another.  My  ex- 
perience is,  that  of  all  the  classes  who 
have  suffered  most  at  this  time  from  agri- 
cultural depression  the  small  freeholders 
of  the  country  have  been  the  worst.  I 
am  afrud,  howev«*,  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Birmingham 
differ  with  me  altogether  as  to  the  cause 
of  agricultural  depression  quite  as  much 
as  I  differ  from  them  as  to  the  remedy 
for  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Birmingham  has  put  his 
views  and  his  theories  very  distinctly  be- 
fore the  country ;  and  I  should  like  for 
a  moment  to  remind  the  House  of  what 
they  are.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  a  speech  at  Birmingham  on  the 
9th  of  November  last.  He  there  dis- 
closed to  the  country  what  were  his 
views  as  to  the  real  cause  of  the  agri- 
cultural depression  at  the  present  time. 
He  said  that  the  soil  of  the  country  was 
in  a  few  hands,  and  that  was  the  real, 
the  true,  and  permanent  cause  of  the 
depression  which  we  all  reg^ret.  His 
remedy  was  equally  simple.  It  was  not 
to  return  to  a  protective  tariff,  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  rente  of  the  landlords.  No, 
Sir,  I  should  think  not.  Any  man  who 
made  that  proposition  in  these  days  for 
that  purpose  would  be  simply  mad,  and 
would  certainly  be  called  so.  But  it  is 
to  be  found,  he  says,  in  a  radical  reform 
of  the  Laud  Laws  of  this  country.  I  wish 
to  make  two  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  first  of  them  is  this.  It  is 
an  entire  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
Tory  Party  and  Gentlemen  on  this  side 
of  the  House  generally  are  in  any  degree 
whatever  opposed  to  a  lu-ge  disbibittion 
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of  load  among  the  people  of  this  oonu- 
try.  Ott  the  contrary,  it  ia  the  one 
thing,  speaking  for  myself,  that  I  de- 
sire at  the  present  moment  more  than 
anything  else  in  tho  world.  And  that  is 
a  doctrine  which  I  havfi  preached  for 
yeazs  past  both  in  this  House  and  out 
of  it.  There  are  many  reasons  why  I 
should  think  this  desirable  to  be  done; 
but  I  will  content  myself  with  giving 
one  to-ntght  to  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, which  will  bo  a  guarantee  of  the 
complete  sincerity  of  my  convictions  on 
this  point.  I  wish  to  see  a  large  addi- 
tion to  the  owners  of  land  in  this  coun- 
try, because  land  is  no  longer  the  same 
safe  kind  of  property  that  it  used  to  be. 
[^LaughterJ^  Tliat  is  not  my  only  rea- 
son ;  I  said  that  there  were  many  ;  but 
it  is  the  one  reason  which  I  said  I 
would  give  as  a  guarantee  of  my  perfect 
sincerity.  It  is  notorious  that,  day  after 
day,  attacks  of  all  sorts  aro  being  made 
on  landed  property  at  the  present  time 
ixom  all  kinds  of  quarters  of  the  world, 
any  one  of  which,  or  most  of  which, 
if  carried  out,  would  be  most  in- 
jurious, not  only  to  the  land  itself,  in 
my  opinion,  but  to  those  who  are  un- 
happily the  owners  of  it.  And  a  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  owners  of  land 
such  as  I  desire  is,  I  think,  the  surest 
and  perhaps  the  only  safeguard  against 
the  predatory  instincts  of  a  class  whoso 
Socialistic  schemes  have  found  such 
powerful  exponents  in  these  days,  and 
which  are  so  admirably  represented  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  The 
second  observation  I  wish  to  make  is 
this — I  quite  admit  that  there  may  be, 
and  I  acknowledge  that  there  are,  de- 
fects in  the  existing  Land  liaws ;  and, 
where  that  is  the  case,  there  is  no  per- 
son in  this  House  who  is  prepared  to  go 
further  in  the  direction  ox  wise  and 
judicious  reform  than  myself.  But,  in 
my  opinion,  it  ia  perfectly  idle  and 
ludicrous  on  the  part  of  the  Liberals,  or 
any  other  person — I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  excuse  me  for  saying  so 
—to  assert  that  they  are  the  cause  of 
the  existing  depression.  What  are  the 
facts  ?  As  everyone  knows,  some  10 or 
12  years  ago  we  reached  a  general 
pitch  of  agricultural  prosperity  in  this 
countiy,  such  as  was  not  known  to  have 
been  approached  by  any  other  country 
in  the  world.  Nor  was  that  prosperity 
confined  to  agriculture  alone.  I  re- 


member the  right  bon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  md  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone) making  a  remarkable  speech 
about  that  period,  which  attracted  great 
attention  at  the  time ;  and  in  it  he  de- 
scribed the  general  prosperity  of  tho 
countiy  as  being  so  great  as  positively 
to  be  increasing  "  by  leaps  and  bounds." 
And  no  doubt  he  was  accurate  in  the 
statement  he  then  made.  But,  in  the 
face  of  such  a  statement  as  that,  am  I 
not  strictly  justified  in  saying  that  it  is 
worse  than  idle  and  ludicrous  —  it  is 
mischievous  in  tho  extreme — for  Gen- 
tlemen in  the  position  of  the  riglit  hon. 
Member  for  Birmingham  to  go  about  the 
country  denoimcing  the  very  laws  and 
the  very  same  conditions  under  which  the 
summit  of  agricultural  prosperity  was 
reached  as  the  sole  and  only  cause  of 
agricultural  depression  at  the  present 
time?  If  the  House  will  give  me 
its  attention  a  moment  longer  I 
can  cdso  show  them  that  if  the  pro- 
posals of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham  were  adopted  they  would 
inevitably  lead  in  the  courso  of  time  to 
the  very  thing  that  he  abhors — nameh-, 
the  re-impoaition  of  protective  tariffs. 
How  did  he  support  his  case  on  that 
occasion?  He  referred  to  Franco  as  an 
illustration  of  the  advantages  of  small 
holdings,  and  contrasted  the  number  of 
owners  of  land  in  France  with  the  num- 
ber in  England.  He  said  that  you  have 
6,000,000  owners  of  land  at  present 
in  France,  and  that  5,000,000  of  them 
own  less  than  10  acres.  "That  is  the 
condition,"  he  said,  "  which  I  wish  to 
bring  about  in  England."  "Why  did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  conceal  from 
his  Birmingham  audience  this  very 
important  fact  —  that  those  5,000,000 
small  proprietors  in  France  had  never 
been  ^le  to  exist  without  a  system  of 
protection ;  and  that  bo  extreme  is  their 
position  that  only  within  the  last  few 
months  the  protective  duties  in  France 
have  been  raised  to  such  an  extent,  as  I 
have  been  informed  within  the  last  few 
days — though  I  do  not  vouch  for  the 
accuracy  of  the  information — that  the 
price  of  bread  in  some  of  the  towns 
of  France  has  risen  to  nearly  la.  a 
loaf.  [Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  :  The  duty 
on  wheat  is  df.  a  quarter.]  I  am 
persuaded  that  that  would  be  the  in- 
evitable result  in  this  country  from  the 
adoption  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
view.  The  withholdbg  of  this  impor- 
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tant  fact  from  his  hearers  at  Birming- 
ham is  a  specimen  of  tho  candour  and 
faimoBs  mth  which  he  has  dealt  with 
this  whole  queBtion  of  land.  I  can  only 
fiupposethat  he  knew  the  people  he  was 
addressing  pretty  well,  and  thought 
that  anything  was  good  enough  for  an 
audience  at  Birmingham,  who  probably 
were  more  prejudiced  and  even  less  well 
informed  on  this  subject  than  the  tight 
hon.  Oenfleman  himaelf  apparently  was. 
Xu  making  these  obserrationa  I  have  no 
desire  whatever  to  say  anything  that 
should  be  offensiTe  to  tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman;  bnt,  at  the  same  time,  he 
took  00  prominent  a  position  on  this 
question  and  made  bo  many  speeches  on 
it  in  the  Beceas,  oontaioing  so  many  ex- 
traordinary Btatements,  that  it  is  im- 
possible, on  this  occasion,  not  to  call 
attention  to  them.  Here  is  anothrr. 
Speaking  at  Hull,  on  August  6,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said — 

"  Now,  I  go  on  to  the  reform  of  the  Land 
Law.  It  lies  at  the  root  of  the  whole  matter. 
Affricnlture  is  the  greatest  of  all  our  industries, 
when  it  is  depieiwd  all  the  othon  follow 
suit*' 

That  is  quite  true,  and  I  agree  with  it. 
Then  he  went  on  to  describe  the  enor* 
mous  market,  the  great  gain  that  would 
be  produced  to  our  manufacturing  in- 
terests if  by  any  means  a  revivU  of 
prosperity  oould  be  aecured  to  agri- 
culture. Again  I  agree  with  him.  I 
remember  that  some  years  ago,  in  some 
of  his  writings,  Mr.  Giffen  made  a  state- 
ment on  this  subject  that  atruck  me  as 
truly  remarkable.  I  know  not  how  far 
it  was  accurate ;  but  he  is  admittedly  a 
great  authority.  It  was  as  to  the  value 
of  the  home  market — and  agriculture 
was  the  main  element  in  the  home  mar- 
ket as  a  purchasing  power  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  country — and  he  com- 
puted  its  purchasing  power  to  the  manu- 
faeturers  to  be  eight  times  as  great 
as  that  of  all  the  other  markets  in  the 
world.  Well,  in  order  to  accomplish 
that  great  purpose  this  is  what  is 
going  to  happen  according  to  the  right 
Hon.  Gentlemen.  He  says  the  land  must 
be  held  so  as  to  give  the  largest  amount 
of  employment  to  the  greatest  pogsible 
number  of  people,  and  so  as  to  get  the 
greatest  possible  amount  of  produce  from 
the  soil.  I  can  tell  him  how  to  do 
it.  Let  him  take  or  buy  a  good-sized 
arable  farm — I  can  easily  accommodate 
him  with  one  at  thia  momeot— let  him 


trench  it— that  is  to  say,  dig  it,  instead 
of  ploughing  it — let  him  manure  it 
highly,  and  then  grow  wheat  upon  it. 
In  that  way  he  would  be  strictly 
fulfilling  all  the  conditions  that  he 
desired  to  lay  down  in  his  own 
words.  The  general  result  he  will  find 
to  be  this — that  he  has  employed  an  in- 
credible amount  of  labour— in  his  own 
words,  he  would  employ  the  greatest 
possible  number  of  persons;  he  would 
grow  a  most  extraordinary  crop,  I  know 
not  how  many  quarters  to  the  acre;  and 
at  the  end  of  the  process  he  would  have 
an  incredible  large  balance  at  the  bank 
against  him,  and  he  would  be  extremely 
lucky  if  he  did  not  find  himself  in  the 
Bankruptcy  Court.  "Well,  these  were  the 
propositions  seriously  put  forward  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  ["No,  no!"] 
What  is  the  use  of  saying  No!  no! 
I  have  quoted  his  own  words.  They 
have  never  been  contradicted  by  him, 
and  he  cannot  deny  them.  I  say  that 
these  were  the  propositions  seriously 
put  forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  the  country  to  insure  the  prosperity 
of  agriculture.  It  would  be  about  as 
wise — that  is  to  say,  it  would  not  be  one 
whit  more  foolish — ^for  him  to  go  to  the 
manufacturers  of  this  ooontry  and  tdl 
them  to  banish  all  their  machinery  and 
all  the  improvements  that  science  has 
effected  for  them,  to  go  back  to  the 
hand  looms  and  the  spinning  wheels  of 
their  ancestors,  and  then  go  forth  and 
endeavour  to  compete  successfully  in  all 
the  foreign  markets  of  the  world  with 
the  other  nations  who  are  already  em- 
barrassing you  £0  seriously.  I  ask,  what 
is  there  in  the  experience  or  the  infor- 
mation of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
and  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Birming- 
ham to  ahow  that  they  have  any  reason- 
able g^und  to  expect  a  great  agricul- 
tural success  from  turning  the  farms  of 
this  country — as  I  understand  they  de- 
sire to  do— into  a  number  of  small  free- 
holds or  small  holdings?  I  remonber 
that  when  the  Agricultural  Commission 
was  sitting  we  uought  it  part  of  oni 
duty  to  make  a  most  dose  and  eareflil 
inquiry  into  the  whole  of  the  question. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  never  lose  an 
opportunity  of  having  a  slap  at  that 
Oommiseion  and  saying  how  worthless  it 
was,  and  how  much  of  the  publio  money 
was  wasted  on  it ;  but  if  they  will  take 
the  trouble  to  study  some  small  portion 
of  the  mass  of  valnable  infomattoa  son- 
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tained  in  its  Beport  they  would  possess 
a  great  deal  more  knowledge  on  some 
branches  of  the  subject  than  they  now 
show-  It  was  our  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  results  of  this  system,  not  only  at 
home  but  abroad ;  and  if  I  am  not 
wearying  the  Houne  at  too  great  length 
I  should  like  to  give  in  a  few  words 
some  of  the  results  of  that  information. 
And  I  ask  the  attention  uf  the  House 
because  it  is  really  a  matter  of  enormous 
importance.  We  sent  Commissioners  to 
Bussia  and  to  France. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  QneBtion! 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  What  doea  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  said  "Ques- 
tion!" 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  That  is  the  question. 
The  question  I  am  dealing  with  is  an 
Amendment  in  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  condemned  for  not  intro- 
ducing provisions  into  the  Queen'sSpeech 
for  providing  small  holdings  for  the  be- 
nefit of  agricultural  labourers.  I  am  en- 
deavouring to  show  how  completely  the 
system  of  small  holdings  has  failed  not 
only  in  this  country,  but  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
the  assurance  to  interrupt  me  by  crying 

Question ! "  I  am  not  to  be  thvarted 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  shall 
make  my  referenoes  to  this  Beport,  even 
though  I  may  not  have  done  so  but  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  interruption. 
What  is  the  case  in  Prance  ?  We  sent 
a  man  of  great  ability  and  who  was 
well  versed  in  this  subject  to  France, 
and  in  hie  Beport  he  says — 

"The  peasant  proprietor  exiata  rather  than 
liroa  ;  he  rarely  eats  meat,  hia  diink  in  a  vine 
eoontry  ia  made  from  water  poured  over  the 
already  pressed  grapes." 

And,  again,  he  says— 

"Their  wives  beoome  prematarel^  old  from 
field  labour,  and  bent  from  carrriDg  heavy 
loads." 

What  ie  the  information  that  we  obtain 
from  Busaia  7  A  remarkable  article  ap- 
peared in  TA«  Quarterly  B^puw  in  1881, 
and  which,  I  believe,  haa  never  been 
contradicted,  in  vhioh  the  following 
paragraph  appeared:— 

"It  IS  agreed  on  all  aides  that  complete 
fulnre  has  been  tho  reanlt  of  the  expetimenta 
made  to  Russia  in  1861  and  eubse^ueatly  by 
stimalating  the  cooveruon  uf  thQ  large  estates 
into  small  propertiee." 

Is  not  that  the  question,? 


<*  From  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other 
the  peasant  proprietors  are  in  a  state  of  semi- 
starvation  ;  while  in  several  of  the  other  Baltic 
Provinces,  once  the  richest  in  agricultural  pro- 
duce, starvation  haa  assumed  the  form  of  wide- 
spread famine^  which  the  Government  is  en- 
gaged in  aUevuttuig  by  connderable  grants  of 
money." 

So  I  might  go  on  reading  evidence  to 
support  my  contention  that  peasant  pro- 
prietary has  been  a  failure.  ["No, 
no!"  An  hon.  Mehbbb:  Stourton.] 
Tee,  I  will  tahe  Stourton ;  for  I  know 
something  of  it,  and  was  eeveral  years 
ago,  in  happier  days,  in  the  hafoit  of 
hunting  in  that  oountry,  and  I  am  ready 
to  admit  that,  to  a  t^ain  extent,  the 
system  at  Stourton  has  succeeded.  And 
why  has  it  succeeded  there  ?  It  is  be- 
cause the  population  of  the  village  are 
people  who  do  not  look  for  their  liveli- 
hood to  their  freeholds ;  they  are  en- 
gaged in  trades  of  various  kinds,  and 
their  holdings,  unless  my  memory  has 
deceived  me,  are  in  the  nature,  not  of 
small  holdings,  but  of  allotments,  of 
which  I  have  spoken  in  terms  of  bo 
much  praise.  Let  me  say  one  word 
about  the  large  number  of  freeholders 
who  have  existed,  and  who  do  exist,  in 
several  parts  of  the  county  which  I  re- 
present. In  the  Isle  of  Axholme  and 
along  the  coasts  of  Lincolnshire  large 
tracts  of  oountry,  which  were  formerly 
great  estates,  have  all  been  broken  up, 
and  are  populated  entirely  by  people  of 
this  description.  I  have  visited  many 
of  them.  I  have  walked  over  their 
farms.  I  have  conversed  with  hundreds 
of  them.  I  know  something,  from  my 
own  observation,  of  their  condition  and 
their  lot ;  and  I  have  not  the  smallest 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  great  as  have 
been  the  sufferings  of  many  classes  con- 
nected with  agriculture  during  the  last 
few  years,  they  will  not  compare,  for  a 
single  moment,  with  the  hardships  ol 
the  lot  which  has  been  borne — borne 
unflinchingly  and  tn  the  bravest  manner 
—by  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Lineolnshire.  From  all  the  experience 
I  hare  had,  however  much  I  might  de- 
sire it  in  my  own  interests,  I  should  be 
utterly  uAworthy  of  the  confidence  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  or*  of  thotw 
whom  I  represent,  did  I  pretend  to  be- 
lieve, for  a  single  moment,  that  the  crea- 
tion of  small  holdings  in  great  dis- 
tricts throughout  the  country  would  have 
the  smallest  effect  in  remedying  the 
agrioultural  depression  we  are  now  suf- 
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'eriag  from.  I  have  nothing  more  to 
say  upon  that  head,  and  I  thank  the 
House  for  the  patience  with  which  it 
has  listened  to  me  ;  hut  I  should  like  to 
BBj  one  word  upon  the  position  of  the 
county  Members  who  have  been  warned 
by  the  hon.  Member  opposite  of  the 
dangers  which  they  incur  by  their  pre- 
sent action.  TVe  laugh  at  those  threats. 
We  do  not  believe  in  the  danger  which 
they  forbode  for  a  moment.  I  speak  not 
only  as  a  Member  of  the  Government, 
but  as  a  county  Member,  as  a  country 
gentleman ;  and  I  would  say  for  myself 
and  for  them  that  this  is  a  question 
which  we  feel  to  bo  of  peculiar  in- 
terest for  ourselves.  "We  claim,  Sir,  that 
we  have  some  practical  knowledge  and 
experience  of  this  question.  We  live 
upon  the  same  estates  as  those  people 
whom  the  hon.  Member  desires  to  be- 
friend ;  we  dwell  among  them,  and  to 
many  of  them  we  are  personally  knowo. 
I  have  always  thought  that  it  is  one  of 
the  happiest  incidents  of  English  country 
life  that  you  will  find  on  many  an  estate, 
for  generation  after  generation,  people 
and  landlords  dwelling  together,  whoso 
families  have  existed  on  the  same  soil 
for  generations  past.  The  sentiments 
and  the  feelinga  that  have  been  on- 
gendered  by  relations  of  this  kind  be- 
tween them  have  not  died  away  in  Eng- 
land, and,  please  God,  they  will  never 
do  BO ;  and  we,  the  landlords,  are 
prompted  in  our  actions  and  views  upon 
this  question  by'feelings  of  regard,  as 
well  as  by  feelings  of  duty,  to  deal 
liberally,  generously,  and  justiy  towards 
the  people  of  this  country.  In  fine,  I 
claim  this,  at  least — that  we  know  as 
much  of  the  condition  of  the  people  as 
those  who  now  come  forward  on  their 
behalf ;  and  that  we  are  ready  to  meet 
and  to  recognize  the  just  requirements 
of  the  rural  agricultural  population  of 
this  country  quite  as  much  as,  and 
possibly  more  effectually  than,  any 
Alderman  of  Birmingham,  or  any 
member  of  the  Caucus,  however  distin- 
guished he  may  be  as  a  politician  and 
a  statesman  in  this  Houso.  X  hare  done. 
I  have  endeavoured,  as  clearly  as  I  oouH, 
to  put  the  views  of  the  Government 
upon  this  question  before  the  House.  I 
have  shown  that  there  is  no  monopoly 
whatever  possessed  by  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Members  opposite  of^the  desire  to 
deal  out  full  jubtico  to  the  agricultural 
labourei's  of  this  country  in  tms  respeet, 

Mr.  Chaplin 


I  have  made  it  clear  that  we  yield  to 
none  in  the  importance  we  attach  to 
a  wide  and  general  extension  of  the 
system  of  allotments  throughout  the 
country  at  fair  and  equitable  rents, 
where  it  does  not  happen  to  prevail  al- 
ready. Those  are  the  views  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's  Ghivemment  upon  this  question, 
and  I  believe  that  they  are  the  views 
of  the  OoQservatire  Party  as  a  whole ; 
and  being  what  they  are,  we  are  met 
by  hon.  Members  opposite,  before 
they  have  ever  seen  -  our  measures,  be- 
fore they  can  possibly  be  aware  of  what 
they  contain,  before  they  have  heard 
the  views  upon  the  subject  of  any  one 
sin;>le  Member  of  the  Government,  with 
a  Motion  which  is  simply  a  direct  Vote 
of  Censure  on  the  Govornment  in  re- 
ference to  this  question.  That  is  a 
matter,  of  course,  for  the  House  of 
Commons,  by  its  verdict,  to  decide ;  the 
issue  Tests  with  them,  and  not  in  any 
way  with  us.  But,  speaking  for  myseu 
and  the  Government,  I  say,  emphatically, 
"No"  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member ;  and  if  we  should  be  defeatedi 
then  let  others  prepare  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  heritage  which  we  received 
from  our  Predecessora,  and  which  we 
can  assure  them  that  nothing  but  an 
overwhelming  sense  of  duty,  when  we 
had  the  opportunity  of  abandoning  it, 
would  ever  have  induced  na  for  a  single 
moment  to  retain. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  In  the  closing 
sentences  of  his  speech  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  rose  to  truly  an  heroic  strain, 
and  warned  us  of  the  consequences  to  be 
expected  in  the  event  of  our  carding 
the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend.  Upon 
that  subject  I  shall  not  enter.  I  shall 
always  assume,  until  I  know  to  the  con- 
trary, that  hon.  Gentlemen  give  their 
votes  with  deliberate  consideration  of 
the  matters  before  them,  and  thai  thej 
are  prepared  to  take  the  conaequenoee 
of  their  votes.  But  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— if  he  will  permit  me  to  say  so, 
if  it  does  not  indicate  too  much  assurance 
on  my  part — ^has  taken  an  extraordinary 
course  on  the  |>re8ent  occasion.  Having 
been  put  up  m  the  interests  of  the  Go- 
^'^mment  to  make  a  defensive  speech 
agai.'st  my  hon.  Friend's  Motion,  he  has 
made  ft  .-speech  critical  and  offensive— I 
use  the  teiri  as  opposed  to  defensive — 
and  has  foun^  time  and  space  largely. to 
descant  upon  a^cultural  depression  and 
the  speedieB  of  my  right  XUend 
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the  ICember  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  Oham- 
berlain),  with  regard  to  which  no  issue 
is  raised  by  the  Motion  of  my  hon. 
Friend.  I  would  renturo  to  pass  by 
those  Bubjects  altogether,  and  to  ask 
what  an  the  roasoas,  upon  the  merits 
of  the  case,  whioh  Ihe  right  hon.  Qea- 
tloman  has  giron  ua  to  induce  ns  to  vote 
agaiiuit  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend. 
He  saya  that  the  Amendment  was  pro- 
posed in  speech  of  very  slight  argument 
and  of  an.  extremely  conoise  character. 
I  will  not  say  that  it  has  beea  opposed 
in  a  speech  of  a  character  that  can  be 
described  aa  peculiarly  eoncise.  But  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  went  so  far  as  to 
accuse  my  hon.  Friend  of  being  inaccu- 
rate, unreasonable,  and  inexact.  Now, 
Sir,  I  hold  that  my  hon.  Friend  was  not 
inaccurate,  but  that  his  inaccuracy  was 
simply  this— that  my  hon.  Friend  has 
decHned  to  recognize  the  Commission  of 
Inqnity  into  the  depression  that  exists 
as  a  measure  of  present  relief.  If  this 
had  been  the  proper  place  and  time  for 
disoosaing  that  Commission  my  hon. 
Friend  might  have  gone  a  great  deal 
further,  and  not  only  declined  to  recog- 
nise the  Oommission  in  that  character, 
but  hare  said  a  great  deal  more  on  the 
Bnbject  of  the  Commission  which,  no 
doubt,  on  a  proper  occasion  will  be  said 
in  this  House.  But  my  hon.  Friend,  I 
hold,  is  perfectly  accurate ;  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  disguise  the  fact  that  the 
point  of  his  Motion  is  not  the  general 
depression  of  trade  or  agriculture,  but 
is  the  duty  which  my  hon.  Friend  thinks 
to  be  incumbent  upon  the  Government 
and  the  House,  and  the  assurances 
which  he  thinks  it  right  to  give  the 
agricultural  labourer  respecting  that 
duty  as  to  adopting  special  measures  in 
the  rural  districts  to  obtain  allotments 
and  small  holdings  on  equitable  terms 
as  to  rent  and  security  of  tenure.  The 
light  hon.  Gentleman  in  very  decisive 
terms  eondemna  the  system  of  small 
freeholds.  But  his  objection  is  totally 
irrelevant  to  the  Motion,  for  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
which  points  to  small  freeholds.  It  is  a 
Motion  which  points  to  obtaining  allot- 
ments on  equitable  terms  as  to  rent  and 
security  of  tenure.  There  is  plenty  of 
aeeurity  of  tenure  with  freehold.  That 
was,  therefore,  an  entirely  irrelevant 
srgament.  I  was  very  aotry  to  hear  the 
right  hoa.  Gentleman  condemn  the  sys- 
tem of  tho  .•19«11  proprietary  olaas» 


though  that,  like  almost  everything  else 
in  his  speech,  was  irrelevant  to  the  issue 
before  us.  I  regret  to  hear  him  utter 
that  condemnation,  though  my  belief  is 
that  if  we  were  able  to  argue  the  matter 
a  totally  different  colour  would  be  given 
to  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  wilt, 
perhaps,  allow  me  to  say  this — that  be- 
tween the  periods  immediately  suoceed- 
ingthe  Peace  of  1815  and  the  year  1867,  ' 
when  I  myself  had  in  Paris  intercourse 
with  the  greatest  economists  of  that 
country,  the  increase  in  the  taxable  agri- 
cultural value  of  France  in  that  period  was 
very  considerable,  and  greater  than  the 
corresponding  increase  in  the  same  period 
in  the  three  Kingdoms  under  the  rule  of 
Her  Majesty.  In  face  of  facts  of  that 
kind — facts  which  cannotbe  shaken— the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  be  alow  in 
condemning  the  system  of  small  hold- 
ings. I  will  not  allow  myself  to  discuss 
these  questions;  but  I  will  come  to  the 
subject  before  us,  and  keep  to  it  in  the 
strictest  sense.  What  has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  offered  ua  by  way  of  remedy 
for  the  existing  distress?  He  has 
glanced  at  a  protective  tariff;  but  he 
has  carefully  stated  to  the  House  that 
he  would  not  propose,  or,  at  any  rate,  is 
not  prepared  to  support,  a  protective 
tariff  which  shall  have  for  its  aim 
the  increase  of  landlords'  rent;  but 
while  he  is  so  severe  on  the  speeches  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham, 
and  is  eo  severe  on  the  proprietary  sya- 
lem  in  France,  he  has  not  said  one  single 
word  in  condemnation  of  a  proteotiTe 
tariff  generally. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  said  the  present 
Cabinet  has  given  .no  indication  of  any 
inclination  of  that  kind. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  the  present  Oahinet 
Ims  no  inclination  of  that  kind.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
not  a  Member  of  the  present  Cabinet, 
although  the  Treasury  Bench  is  graced 
by  his  presence.  But  if  the  answer 
which  he  has  now  given  to  me  is  meant 
for  a  de6nite  answer,  then,  whether  the 
present  Cabinet  has  that  inclination  or 
not,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  per- 
fectly free  to  entertain  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  complains  very  much 
that  we  will  not  wait  to  hear  his  mea- 
sures. What  measures  has  he  proposed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  labouring  man? 
A  re- adjustment  of  local  burdens.  Sir, 
a  great  re-adjustment  of  local  burdena 
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is  wanted ;  but  not  in  the  vay  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  is  not 
a  re-adjustment  which  is  to  take  charges 
off  the  rates  in  order  to  lay  them  upon  a 
fund  supported  and  supplied  by  the  la- 
bour of  the  country  in  a  far  greater  pro- 
portion than  the  rate  fund  is  &upphed  ; 
the  re-adjustment  that  is  wanted  is  the 
settlement  of  aceounta  with  the  landed 
interest,  which  for  many  years  past  has 
recommended  and  obtained  these  trans- 
fere  from  the  rates  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  every ahilliog  of  which,  in  the  rural 
distriota,  iriU  ultimately  go  to  nothing 
but  to  increase  the  rent.  We  are  under 
no  obligation  to  wait  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  us  his  measures, 
unless  he  oftsures  us  that  his  re-adjust- 
ment of  local  burdens  is  to  be  founded 
on  principles  altogether  different  from 
those  upon  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  based.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
glanced  at  other  measures  which  were 
to  meet  this  case.  I  was  astonished,  Sir, 
when  I  heard  him  gravely  propose  this 
measure  for  selling  glebe  land  aa  any- 
thing approaching  a  remedy,  or  an  ex- 
pedient for  a  remedy,  for  the  general 
condition  of  the  agricultural  labourer. 
Why,  Sir,  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
ri^ht  hou.  Gentleman  that  there  are  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  clergy  who  have  the 
misfortune  to  hold  glebe  farms,  and  no 
doubt  that  portion  has  suffered  ex- 
tremely ;  and  it  may  be  a  great  object 
with  them  to  sell  their  glebe  lands.  I 
am  afraid  this  is  a  very  bad  time  for 
the  purpose,  though  I  quite  admit  that 
good  may  come  out  of  it.  No  doubt 
some  questions  may  arise  with  the  per- 
sons to  whom  they  are  sold  aa  to  the 
conditions  which  may  be  imposed  upon 
the  sale.  But  what  I  wish  to  point  out 
ia,  that  to  speak  of  dealing  with  glebe, 
lands  as  a  general  remedy  for  the  con- 
dition of  the  agricultural  labourer  is 
preposterous.    What  is  the  number  of 

fiariahes  in  the  country  having  glebe 
and,  I  should  like  to  know  ?  I  know 
something  of  the  ecclesiastical  endow- 
ments iu  this  country ;  and  I  veiy 
greatly  doubt  whether  tliere  are  more 
than  20Q  or  300  out  of  11,000  parishes 
in  this  country  that  hare  globe  farms. 
IpriMof  "Oh,  oh!"]  I  will  only  say 
that,  while  I  have  great  doubts  whether 
there  are  more,  I  have  great  oonBdence 
that  there  are  not  dOO  with  glebe  farms. 
You  tell  me  that  there  are  other  pieces 
of  glebe.    Certainly,  there  are  small 


meadows  and  pieces  of  pasture.  Bat 
are  the  clergy  willing  and  desirous  of 
parting  with  these  ?  Not  at  all ;  they 
are  eminently  convenient  in  most  places. 
Where  aro  the  vicarages  ?  Do  not  the 
vicarages  of  this  country  include  large 
portionsof  the  rural  population — are  they 
not  numbered  by  thousands  7  Where 
are  the  glebes  ?  They  form  part  of  the 
rectorial  endowment,  and  that  is  quite 
enough  condemnation  of  such  a  pro- 
posal. 

Mb.  E.  H.  PAGET :  No ;  there  are 
vicarial  glebes  as  wt^U. 

Uk.  GLADSTONE:  In  accidental 
cases,  certainly,  where  they  have  been  ac- 
quired under  special  arrangements ;  but 
the  vicar  was  essentially  dependent  upon 
the  small  tithes ;  and  the  basis  of  the 
vicarage  was  sudi  that  there  is  nothing 
like  ^ebe  land  attached  to  it.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is,  as  I  have  said,  prepos- 
terous to  put  forward  this  proposal 
about  glebo  land,  which  is  altogether 
partial  and  accidental  in  the  mode  of 
its  dispersion  over  the  country,  as  a 
means  of  remedying  the  condition  of 
the  aRriculturol  labourer.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  these  farms  are  in 
the  right  position.  How  does  he  haoxt 
that  ? 

Mh.  CHAPLIN :  Many  of  them. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Some  of  them 
are,  I  have  no  doubt,  and  others  are  far 
away,  not  within  the  limit  of  half-a-mile 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  allows 
for  his  boun^ry.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has,  I  will  admit,  been  large  in 
his  praise  of  allotments.  He  says  they 
are  excellent  things.  Does  he  really 
rely  on  the  estimate  of  the  number  of 
allotments  he  gives  us  on  the  authority, 
I  thiok,  of  Major  Craigie,  and  say  there 
are  about  500,000  allotments?  Is  there 
a  Government  Eetum  to  that  effect?  Is 
it  a  Government  Beturn,  or  is  it  the  opi- 
nion not  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  of  Major  Craigie  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  A  Government  Ee- 
turn  taken  in  1873. 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  These  allotments 
have  been  counted  ? 

Mb.  CHAPLIN:  Yes;  counted. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  very  scep- 
tical as  to  whether  the  allotments  of  this 
country  have  been  counted  and  tabled  in 
a  Beturn.  But  I  cannot  say  tliat  allot- 
ments perfectly  meet  this  case.  In  the 
first  place,  an  allotmeot  is  really  what  a 
cottage  garden  ought  to  be.   It  is  in 
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the  nature  of  a  cottage  garden ;  but  it  is 
a  very  imperfect  cottage  garden.  Exactly 
bo;  but  the  right  hon.  Qeutleman  has 
not  said  one  word  about  cottage  gardens. 
A  cottage  garden  of  adequate  size  would 
be  a  far  greater  boon  to  the  agricultural 
labourer  than  an  allotment.  The  right 
hon.  Qentleman  eimply  tells  us  that 
there  are  about  500,000  of  these  allot- 
ments, and  that  to  the  extension  of  these 
allotments  the  GoTemment  are  extremely 
friendly.  In  what  iray  ?  To  their  ex- 
tension by  Tolontary  operation ;  and  not 
oiLly  does  he  utterly  condemn  and  pro- 
scribe any  application  of  compulsion 
under  any  form,  however  equitable,  but 
he  has  no  proposition  in  any  way  to 
bring  public  assistance  to  bear  for  the 
increase  of  these  allotments.  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  there  is  another  question 
entirely  vital  to  the  agricultural  labourer 
and  lying  at  the  root  of  this  subject.  It 
is  not  equally  applicable,  I  grant,  in  all 
parts  of  the  country ;  but  it  is  not  so 
much  as  touched  in  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  condemns 
small  holdings  on  the  one  side,  and  ap- 
prores  of  allotments  on  the  other ;  but 
IS  there  nothing  between  what  he  terms 
small  holdings  and  allotments?  Is  there 
no  such  thing  in  any  part  of  this  oountiy 
as  pasture  for  a  cow  ?  Is  there  any  ques- 
tion more  important  either  for  the  physi- 
cal or  moral  welfare  of  the  population 
than  an  increase  in  the  supply  of  milk  ? 
I  believe  that  there  is  nothing  more  im- 
portant for  the  welfare  of  the  farmer, 
nothing  more  important  for  the  labourer 
for  his  health  and  strength  and  for  the 
health  of  his  children.  I  know  that  Scot- 
land is  suifering  grierously  at  this  mo- 
ment from  the  enormously  augmented 
difficulties  of  obtaining  adequate  sup- 
plies of  milk.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does  not  throw  out  any  hope  or  extend 
the  smallest  grain  of  his  sympathy  to 
this  question ;  although  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  contemplates 
enabling  the  agricultural  labourer  to 
obtain  uie  command  of  pasture  which 
may  enable  him  to  keep  a  cow  and  add 
partially  to  his  wages,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  obtain  a  good  supply  of  milk. 
The  whole  of  that  subject  has  been  en- 
tirely overlooked  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman in  his  speech.  Now,  Sir,  I  have 
stated  the  main  purpose  of  my  hon. 
Friend  behind  me — and  I  must  say  I 
tbooght  he  addressed  the  House,  Hke 
hi«    Seconder,    with    much  intelli- 


genoe  and  much  moderation — and 
his  main  purpose  is  to  obtain  a  re- 
cognition of  the  condition  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourer  in  respect  of  the  land. 
I  hare  told  my  oonstituents,  and  it 
is  my  conscientious  belief,  that  it 
is  painful  and  grievous  to  witness 
the  almost  entire  divorce  between  the 
labouring  rural  population  and  the  land 
of  the  country  on  which  the^  live.  And 
it  is  time  and  it  is  requisite  for  the 
House  to  consider  whether  they  will 
give  an  indication  of  their  feelings  in 
that  respect.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  instructive 
to  refer  to  history.  If  this  proposition 
be  Socialistic,  it  is  Socialism  of  very  old 
date ;  because  in  the  last  year  of  the 
reign  of  George  III.,  or  in  the  first  of 
George  IV.,  in  close  neighbourhood  to 
the  iU-omened  Six  Acts,  the  unreformed 
Parliament  of  that  day  did  recognize  the 
condition  of  the  agricultural  labourer  as 
a  worthy  object,  not  only  of  general 
solicitude,  not  only  of  voluntary  asso- 
ciations, which  seem  to  be  the  climax  of 
the  views  and  desires  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  but  as  an  object  of  just  soli- 
citude for  local  public  authorities.  It 
gave  powers  to  local  public  authorities, 
in  the  first  place,  to  let  lands  which  be- 
longed to  the  pariah;  in  the  second 
place,  to  acquire  lands;  and,  if  I  re- 
member right,  it  gave  the  aid  of  the 
public  purse  to  facilitate  the  terms  on 
which  they  were  to  be  acquired.  Does 
the  House  think  that  that  was  a  right 
principle  or  not  f  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman makes  no  refereuce  to  it.  His 
speech,  on  which  he  said  the  Govern- 
ment takes  its  stand,  excludes  every- 
thing of  the  kind.  There  is  to  be  no 
intervention  of  authority ;  there  is  to  be 
nothing  beyond  voluntuy  association. 
Now,  Sir,  I  say  that  I  recognize  the 
principle  which  was  recognized  between 
60  and  70  years  ago — that  this  matter 
is  a  just  subject  of  public  solicitude  for 
public  authorities.  Here  I  make  what 
some  may  call  an  admission— namely, 
that  before  ^ou  can  make  it  an  object  of 
effectual  sohcitude  of  public  authorities 
you  must  have  a  thoroughly  good  and 
efficient  local  government.  When  I 
read  the  Speech  of  Her  Majesty  it  was 
not  satisfactory  to  me  on  that  head. 
What  it  seems  to  speak  of  is  the  transfer 
of  existing  functions  to  a  new  repre- 
sentative council;  but  these  enlarged 
functions  it  seems  wholly  to  exclude. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred 
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to  this  subject,  in  my  opinion,  in  a  man- 
ner so  limited  and  go  restrained  as  to  be 
totally  unsatisfactory  to  the  country.  I 
make  no  attack  upon  him,  or  upon  any 
Gentleman,  further  than  to  endeavour 
to  expose  the  futility  of  his  argument 
and  the  insufficiency  of  the  provisions 
he  offers;  but  this  I  must  say,  with  re- 
gard to  the  introduction  of  a  public 
authority  elsewhere  in  Europe— that  it  is 
common  for  local  authorities  to  hold  land 
which,  shall  be  made  available  for  the 
labouring  rural  population ;  and  I  cannot 
Bee  wliy  aomethiog  of  this  kind,  when 
we  have  good  local  government  prevail- 
ing, should  not  bo  brought  about  in  this 
country.  I  cannot  see  it  for  my  life. 
But  nothing  of  the  kind  is  to  be  found 
in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. On  the  contrary,  be  looks  to 
the  action  of  individual  landlords  and 
voluntary  associations  limited  to  the 
extension  of  allotments. 

Me.  CHAPLIN :  All  I  said  on  this 
point  was  that,  in  the  speech  £  quoted, 
Lord  Salisbury  said  he  woald  not  sanc- 
tion purchase  by  conipulsion. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  That  is  what  he 
will  not  sanction.  But  what  I  am  in- 
quiring is  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  he  will  sanction.  I  am  speak- 
ing of  allotments,  and  that  by  voluntary 
agencies,  which  I  suppose  can  go  on 
and  flourish  or  die  entirely  apart  from 
any  favour  of,  or  encouragement  by,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Now,  Sir,  the 
question  of  compulsion  is  a  question 
on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
looks  as  if  there  were  something 
wicked  in  the  nature  of  it.  But  com- 
pulsion for  public  objects  is  recognized 
in  principle.  It  may  be  that  it  may  be 
found  difficult  to  apply  compulsion  in 
the  case  of  expropriations  or  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  the  labouring  men  with 
jrortions  of  the  land.  One  thing  I  will 
say  fearlessly  in  the  presence  of  my  hon. 
Friend — namely,  that  you  can  haro  no 
compulsion  for  that  purpose  which  is  not 
consistent  with  perfect  fairness  and 
equity  to  individuals ;  but,  subject  to 
that  condition,  compulsion  is  a  matter 
fit  to  be  examined  and  considered  by 
this  House.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
with  a  good  local  authority  and  the 
judicious  use  of  public  aid  on  the  safest 
oasis  as  to  security  much  might  be  done 
short  of  compulsion  ;  but  I  am  by  no 
means  prepared  to  say  that  compulsion 
is  to  be  shut  out.   If  it  is  shut  out  in 


the  views  of  the  Government  I  will  not 
consent  to  shut  it  out.  I  will  examine 
it  fairly  and  candidly,  and  with  the  be- 
lief that  should  the  necessity  be  found 
stilt  to  exist,  it  is  possible  that,  likecom- 
potition  in  railways,  comptJsion  hanging 
ovor  landlords  may  do  a  great  deal  of 
good.  Unquestionably  there  is  a  great 
object  in  view ;  and  if  that  great  object 
oannot  otherwise  be  obtained,  compul- 
sion  has  nothing  in  the  nature  of  it 
which  ought  to  induce  us  to  shrink  from 
its  consideration.  I  think  my  hon.  Friend 
has  stated  his  case  with  moderation  and 
fairness,  though  he  entirely  avoided  as- 
sociating his  Motion  with  the  details  of 
any  particular  plan.  That  was  no  part 
of  the  purpose  of  my  hon.  Friend.  I 
am  not  aware  that  he  has  receded  from 
any  of  the  details  of  any  particular  plan, 
or  that  he  did  not  reserve  his  own  liberty 
on  the  subject  of  them.  But  ho  points 
out  to  us  objects  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance which  ought  to  be  attained,  objects 
which  are  legitimately  for  the  care  of 
public  authorities  ;  objects  to  which  the 
public  can  lend  the  most  valuable  aid ; 
and  objects  which  the  public  ought  to 
seek,  if  necessaiy,  even  by  the  agency 
of  the  principle  of  compulsion.  I'o  re- 
store to  the  old  local  communities  of  this 
country  something  of  that  character  uf  a 
community,  in  which  jtbe  common  inte- 
rests of  the  individual  labourer  may  be 
BO  managed  as  to  associate  him  with  the 
soil  in  a  manner  much  more  ofi'ectual 
than  that  in  which  he  is  associated  at 
present— these  I  take  to  be  views  which 
we  ought  to  thank  my  hon.  Friend  for 
having  laid  before  the  House,  and  I 
heartily  hope  we  shall  adopt  his  Motion 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mk.  FINOH-HATTON  said,  that  he 
would  admit  that  the  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  was  one 
which  not  only  interested  all  county 
Members  who  sat  for  agricultural  con- 
fctituencies,  but  was  also  of  the  greatest 
public  importance ;  and  he  eympatbized 
entirely  with  the  desire  of  the  hon. 
Member,  so  far  as  it  tended  towards 
bringing  this  question  before  the  coun- 
try with  a  view  to  its  early  settlement. 
The  hon.  Member  had  expressed  regret 
that  Her  Majesty's  Speech  made  no 
specific  allusion  to  the  question  of 
allotments.  That  was  not  a  matter  of 
so  much  regret  to  himself,  as  it  would 
have  been  if  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
hod  shown  a  disimdination  to  deal  witti 
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&e  aabjetetbj  legislation.  But  he  must 
make  an  addition  to  that  etatement,  and 
it  vas  painful  to  him  to  make  it.  In 
listening  to  the  speech  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Buchy  of 
Lancaster  (Mr.  Ohaplin)  he  found  it  was 
true  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  did  not 
say  that  the  Qovemment  would  not  take 
any  action  in  the  matcer.  At  the  same 
time,  he  thought  his  right  hon.  Friend 
did  not  tell  the  House  what  the  Govern- 
ment would  do.  Until  they  heard  further 
from  some  Member  of  the  Government 
what  course  Her  Majesty's  Miuisters  in- 
tended to  take— which  he  hoped  would 
be  before  the  close  of  the  debate — he 
mast  hold  that  the  explanation  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
was  not  complete  or  satisfaclory  to  those 
who»  like  himself,  sat  for  agricultural 
eonstitnonciea.  He  had  himself  given 
Notice  of,  and  received  permission  to 
introduce,  a  Bill  on  thisquestion,  and  he 
did  not  yield  even  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  in  the  interest  which  he 
personally  took  in  the  subject.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  hon.  Member  had  great 
elaims  upon  the  gratitude  of  the  public 
for  the  devotion  he  had  shown  in  work- 
ing for  this  cause;  but  he  (Mr.  Finch* 
Hatton)  also  claimed  for  himself  a  hum- 
bler, although  he  hoped  a  useful,  part 
in  it.  For  more  than  100  years  his 
family  had  granted  allotments,  and  had 
found  the  system  to  succeed.  The  con- 
stituency which  he  represented — the 
Spalding  Division  of  Lincolnshire — was 
composedahnostexclusivelyof  those  who, 
in  one  rank  or  another,  obtained  their 
living  firom  the  soil ;  and  he  thought  he  had 
a  right  to  protest  against  the  manner  in 
vhich  hon.  Members  on  the  Opposition 
aide  of  the  Houro  sometimes  arrogated 
to  themselves  the  exclusive  right  to  re- 
present the  labourers.  It  might  be  in- 
teresting to  inquire  whether  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich,  who  sat  for  a  bo- 
rough, had  more  agricultural  labourers 
in  Ipswich  than  he  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton) 
himself  bad  in  his  constituency.  He 
doubted  whether  the  hou.  Member  had 
as  man^  as  he  had.  But  the  real  ques- 
tion which  the  House  had  to  decide  was, 
whether  or  not  it  could  go  some  way 
towards  unravelling  the  practical  dtffi.- 
onlties  wMeh  beset' this  question?  The 
weakest  part  of  the  Bpeei^  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipawich  was,  that  he  did 
not  give  any  exact  definition  of  what  he 
meant  by  tea  aUotment  of  land,  nor  state 


whether  the  principle  of  compulsion  was 
to  he  extended  to  <me  class,  or  to  other 
classes  of  allotments ;   or  whether  it 
was  to  go  fiuther,  and  create  tiiose 
freeholds  which  had,  in  many  cases, 
caused  considerable  suffering  to  their 
owners  during  the  late  period  of  agri- 
cultural depression.    There  was,  how- 
ever, an  important  distinction  to  be 
drawn  between  the  different  kinds  of 
allotments.    First  of  all,  there  was  an 
allotment  which  bo  might  describe  as  a 
quantity  of  land  "as  large  as  the  agricul- 
tural labourer  would  be  able  to  cultivate 
to  bis  profit  in  his  spare  time  by  his  own 
work.    He  held  that  it  was  to  the  public 
advantage  to  bring  within  the  reach  of 
every  agricultural  labourer  in  the  King- 
dom an  allotment  of  that  description ; 
and  in  the  Bill  which  he  hoped  some 
day  to  biing  before  the  notice  of  the 
House  it  would  be  provided  that  if  the 
voluntary  system  did  not  make  provision 
for  these  allotments  being  given  re- 
course would  be  had  to  compulsion  in 
the  hands  of  local  authorities,  such  com- 
pulsory powers,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
being  safeguarded  by  proper  restrictions. 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
atone),  while  apparently  in  favour  of 
compulsion,  in  his  speech  attempted  to 
deal  with  matters  of  detail,  he  commit- 
ted himself  to  several  inaccuracies.  On 
the  question  of  glebe  lands,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  showed  that  he  had 
no   knowledge  as  to  their  number, 
for  he  said  he  did  not  believe  that  out 
of  the  11,000  vicarages  or  rectories  in 
the  Kingdom  more  than  200  or  300  had 
glebe  farms.  He  (Mr.  Finoh-Hatton)  did 
not  think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  anywhere  near  the  truth  when  he 
made  that  etatement.    Then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  these  glebes 
were  rectorial,  and  not  vicarial  at  all. 
That  also,  he  knew,  was  not  a  correct 
statement.    As  to  the  number  of  agri- 
cultural allotments  existing  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  quoted  the  number  from  a 
Return  as  being  something  like  2-50,000. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  had  weighted  himself  so 
little  with  the  details  of  this  matter  that 
he  did  not  even  know  of  the  existence  of 
this  central  Beturn.    On  that  document 
the  whole  point  of  the  present  number  of 
allotments  might  be  supposed  to  tarn;  and 
yetthe  ri^thon.Ckntleman  didnotknow 
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of  its  existence.  Thentherighthon.  Gen- 
tleman stated  tbat  the  Ohanoellor  of  the 
Dad^  of  Lancuter  made  no  allusion, 
in  hu  speech,  to  "eott^;6  giudens," 
which  he  said  were  reaUy  more  im- 
portant than  allotments  to  the  labourer. 
It  was  true  that  the  Ohanoellor  of  the 
Dachy  of  Lancaster  did  not  refer  to 
"cottage  gardens;"  but  was  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  igDorant  of  the  fact  that  the 
Government  now  in  Office  carried 
^  through  the  House,  last  Session,  a  Bill 
by  which  they  gave  rural,  sanitary,  and 
other  authorities  power  compulsorily  to 
take  land  for  "cottage  gardens  The 
nght  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  bare 
taken  judicial  cognizance  of  that  Act. 
So  far  he  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton]  did  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  con- 
tributions to  the  details  of  the  matter 
were  of  a  vezy  reliable  character.  He 
would  draw  a  broad  distinction  between 
the  allotments  of  which  he  (Mr.  Finch- 
Hatton)  was  speaking  and  those  which 
were  advocated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich.  The  allotments  of  which  he 
was  speaking,  and  which  he  woidd  pro- 
vide for  a  labourer,  seemed  to  have  this 
claim  upon  the  public — that  they  would 
enable  him  to  utilize  his  spare  capital— 
that  was  his  spare  time — in  the  only 
way  in  which  he  could  do  so  to  advan- 
tage. There  was  a  growing  and  urgent 
necessity  for  such  allotments;  for  now, 
when  wages  were  so  low  that  it  was 
difficult  for  a  decent  family  to  keep  body 
and  soul  together,  that  was  the  time 
when  they  should  give  the  labourer  every 
facility  for  adding  to  his  wages.  But 
the  case  was  different  if  they  gave  the 
labourer  an  allotment  so  large  that  it 
would  withdraw  him  from  his  daily  work 
and  w^fes,  to  which,  after  all,  he  must 
look  as  the  mainstay  of  his  livelihood. 
The  real  question  at  the  bottom  of  these 
difficulties  was  one  that  was  asked,  but 
.not  answered,  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich.  That  hon.  Gentleman  inquired 
why  it  was  that  so  much  land  lay  idle, 
and  that  so  many  labourers  were  unem- 
ployed ?  Tohi8(Mr.Finch-Hatton'8)  mind 
the  simple  answer  was,  because  the  prices 
that  farmers  and  labourers  equally  were 
able  to  obtain  for  what  they  produced 
from  the  soil  were  not  remunerative. 
But  if  they  were  going  to  have  compul- 
sion by  public  authority,  let  them  take 
care  that  they  did  not  oonu>el  a  man  to 
his  own  disadvantage.   Let  them  not 


withdraw  a  labourer  from  his  work  to 
oulUivate  two  or  three  acres  of  land,  be* 
cause  that  would  deprive  him  of  his 
wages,  and  the  farmer,  for  whom  also 
they  ought  to  have  some  thought,  of  his 
best  labourers  at  the  very  moment  he 
wanted  tJiem  most.  But  from  another 
point  of  view,  while  they  advocated  com- 
pulsion in  certain  cases,  let  them  take 
care  that  they  did  not  get  rid  of  a  good 
deal  worth  keeping.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  would  admit  the  great  advan- 
tage of  an  extension,  as  far  as  possible, 
of  allotments  upon  the  voluntary  system ; 
because  then  they  would  get  landlords  to 
give  their  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
to  the  kind  of  land  that  was  most  suit- 
able, and  to  those  friendly  good  offices 
OS  well,  which,  under  a  hard-and-fast 
rule,  might  easily  disappear.  The  hon. 
Member  hod  alfuded  to  the  voluntary 
Association  set  on  foot  by  a  Member  of 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  (the  Eari  of 
Onslow),  and  the  statistics  of  tbat  Asso- 
ciation were  very  useful  in  showing  how 
far  the  voluntary  system  might  go.  They 
showed  tbat  the  owners  of  1,500,000 
acres  of  land  either  had  granted  allot- 
ments already  or  were  willing  to  do  so. 
But  he  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  was  not  tiiere 
to  deny  that  it  would  be  puerile  to  rest 
altogether  on  volnntary  efforts ;  because 
they  would  then  get  all  the  good  land- 
lords on  their  side,  and  leave  the  bad 
landlords  untouched.  He  thought  and 
hoped  he  bad  made  his  own  position 
clear  to  the  House  upon  this  matter. 
There  was  one  class  of  cases  on  which 
he  would  bring  compulsion  to  bear,  an- 
other on  which  he  would  not.  There 
was  a  line  as  broad  and  distinct  as  tbat 
which  divided  one  side  of  the  House 
from  the  oUier,  between  the  two  classes 
of  allotments.  There  was,  however,  a 
third  class  of  allotments  that  he  re- 
garded with  favour  quite  as  great  as 
that  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
— namely,  "grass  cottage  holdings,"  or 
"cow  cottages,"  as  they  called  them  in 
Lincolnshire.  But  they  must  remember 
that  there  was  a  very  great  difference 
between  allotments  of,  say,  half-an-acre 
and  these  larger  plots  of  land,  and  that 
great  difficiilty  aroeo  when  they  got  to  a 
largo  allotment.  The  difficulty  in  larger 
plotd  of  land  was  that,  in  order  to  work 
them  properly,  the  tenant  must  have 
some  capital  besides  his  own  labour. 
If  the  HooBe  talked  about  oompulsoiy 
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lUlotmenta  of  tUs  kind  to  labourers,  he 
would  ask,  did  they  propose  to  provide 
the  tenaots  of  these  allotments  not  only 
vith  the  land,  bat  mth  the  capital  to 
work  it?  If  tbey  did  not,  the  tenant 
would  have  to  pay  a  double  rent—the 
first  to  the  public  authority  for  the  land 
itself,  the  seoood  to  the  perooa  from 
whom  they  would  encourage  him  to 
borrow  tbe  oapttal.  The  labourer  ought, 
in  some  way  or  other,  to  have  saved 
sufficient  money  to  stock  the  land  when 
it  was  g^ven  to  him.  But  though  it 
would  be  difficult  to  apply  compulsion 
in  the  matter,  it  might  be  well  to  enable 
the  local  authorities  in  certain  cases  to 
help  a  man  to  place  his  foot  on  tbe  first 
rang  of  the  ladder  whicdi  would  lead  him 
npwatds.  That  approaohed  very  nearly 
to  the  'old  idea  of  *'  three  acres  and  a 
cow."  The  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  had 
recommended  that  cottagers  ^ould  pro- 
duce more  eggs.  He  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton) 
did  not  know  how  three  acres  of  grass- 
land and  a  cow  would  tend  to  the  pro- 
duction of  more  eggs.  The  hon .  Member 
had  brought  forward  an  Amendment  prac- 
tically regrettiug  that  the  question  did 
not  find  expressioD  in  the  Queen's  Speech. 
Well,  he  (Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  must  say 
that,  if  the  Government  did  not  go 
further  that  night  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Obancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  had  gone,  and  announce 
their  intention  to  take  up  this  mat- 
ter and  deal  with  it,  he  should  be 
Tery  dissati^ed,  and  should  find  it  very 
diffionlt  to  support  them.  He  was  not 
to  be  told  that  Uie  simple  fact  of  selling 
the  glebe  lands  was  an  moswer  to  this 
qnestion,  or  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty ; 
for  aHhongh  he  would  admit  that  it  was 
a  happy  idea,  he  did  not  admit  that  it 
covered,  or  even  nearly  covered,  the 
whole  ground.  If,  however,  the  Go- 
vernment would  give  him  an  assurance 
that  they  would  deal  with  the  question 
he  would  have  far  greater  confidence  in 
leaving  it  in  their  hands  than  he  would 
have  in  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Ips- 
wich. One  of  his  reasons  for  not  feeling 
confidenee  in  the  hon.  Member  for  Ips- 
vioh  in  Gonneotton  with  the  question 
was,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  come 
down  into  the  Division  which  he  (Mr. 
Pin(di-Hatton)  had  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent, during  the  late  Election,  and  made 
a  series  of  speedies,  in  which  he  ex- 
plained  to  the  labourers  of  that  Division 


his  own  thecvy  as  to  thm  aUotments. 
He  [Mr.  Finoh-Hatton)  had  very  much 
to  tiiank  the  hon.  Member  for  in  the  re- 
sult of  those  speeches ;  for  he  believed 
they  contributed  much  to  induce  the 
electors  to  transfer  their  confidence  to 
himself.  Another,  and  even  a  stronger, 
reason  was,  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
already  attempted,  in  his  Act  of  1882, 
to  deal  with  a  very  sinall  part  of  this 
great  question,  but  with  so  little  sue- 
cess,  that  a  Committee  of  that  Houso, 
appointed  to  inquire,  inter  a'.ia,  into  the 
working  of  that  very  Act,  reported 
that— 

The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  carrying  it  oat 
were  largely  due  to  the  difficiilty  of  iateipreting 
some  of  ita  main  provisions ; " 

and  that— 

"fiirther  legislation  was  urgently  needed  to 
clear  op  the  obscuritiea  of  the  Aot,  and  to  pro- 
vide better  machinery  for  its  vorktag." 

That  Eeport  was  prepared  by  a  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who,  no  doubt,  would 
command  the  confidence  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  —  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre. 
He  trusted  that  before  the  debate 
closed  they  would  hear  something  as  to 
what  the  Government  intended  to  do; 
for  Her  Majesty's  Government  must 
know  that  he,  and  hon.  Members  who 
felt  with  him,  were  placed  in  a  great  dif- 
fioul^  if  they  could  not  know  exactly 
where  t^ey  stood  on  this  qnestion.  That 
difficulty  was  Teiy  mooh  increased  by  the 
peculiar  oircumstances  of  the  moment. 
He  admitted  that,  in  most  cases,  it  was 
an  inconvenient  practice  to  endeavour  to 
anticipate  the  discussion  of  measures  of 
which  hon.  Members  had  given  Notice  ; 
but  he  did  not  at  all  regret  the  general 
discussion  that  had  taken  place.  On 
the  contrary,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
the  means  of  stimulating  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with  the  subject.  Un- 
der the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case,  it  was  very  difficult  for  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  his  side  of  the  House  to  give  the 
hon.  Member  such  support  as  they  might 
otherwise  feel  inclined  to  give;  for  he 
respectfully  submitted  that,  important 
as  this  question  undoubtedly  was,  it  was 
not  the  main  issue  before  the  country 
andtheHoose.  Beli6ving,'as  those  on  his 
dde  of  the  House  did,  that  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  deal  with  the  main 
issue  fearlessly,  frankly,  and  entirely, 
they  very  much  deprecated  that  the 
judgment  of  the  House  should  be  taken, 
adregra^   or  otherwise,   upon  Her 
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U^st^'c  QoTernment  on  any  other 
questioa  than  the  roam  issue.  He 
would,  therefore,  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ipewich  whether,  after  the  assur- 
ance with  which  he  (Mr.  Finoh-Hatton) 
hoped  the  debate  would  cIobo,  he  would 
not  be  satisfied  wiUi  a  diaonssion  on  Uua 
question?  ThehoiL.lf^barf«Ipawioh 
(if  he  might  ap^j  to  him  for  a  moment  a 
phrase  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  had 
so  happily  described  himself  that  it  had 
already  become  classical  as  an  auto- 
biography) was  an  "old  Parliamentary 
hand,"  and  he  ought  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  discussion  which  he  bad  thus  been 
able  to  secure  beforehand  for  the  sub- 
ject upon  which  both  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber and  he  himself  proposed  to  deal ; 
and,  although  the  hon.  Member  might 
personally  desire  the  defeat  of  the 
CK)vemment,  still  there  was  the  country 
behind ;  and  hon.  Members  would  not 
deny  tluit  what  the  oountry  wished 
was  that  an  emphatic  judgment  should 
be  pronounced  up(m  Her  Majesty's 
Gorernment  upon  th«r  Irislv  policy. 
If  some  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
get  up  and  say  that  Her  Majesty's 
GoTerament  were  prepared  to  deal 
with  this  subject,  the  issue  between 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  simply  be 
the  academic  issue  as  to  whether  the 
language  of  the  Queen's  Speech  might 
not  be  improved  by  the  introductiou  of 
the  word  "allotment,"  and  whether  it 
ought  not  to  be  so  introduced.  There 
would  be  no  real  issue*  and  a  division 
would  not  be  taken  upon  anything  like  a 
dear  and  decided  difference  of  opinion 
between  them.  He  trusted  some  ex- 
planation would  be  forthcoming  as  to 
how  far  the  GoTomment  were  prepared 
to  go  in  dealing  with  the  matter ;  and, 
if  so,  for  the  reasona  he  had  etated,  he 
would  again  say  that  he  would  have 
far  greater  coi]£denoe  in  leaving  this 
question  in  the  hands  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  than  in  the  hands 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich. 

Mb.  HENEAGE  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  hon.  Members  for  Lincoln- 
shire were  as  divided  in  the  House  upon 
agricultural  questions  as  they  were  upon 
the  questions  of  Protection  and  Free 
Trade  during  the  late  Election.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Spalding  Division 
(Mr.  Finoh-Hatton)  seemed  to  have  for- 
gotten that  the  right  hon.  Gentlenuui 


the  Ofaanoelior  of  the  Duchy  of  Laaft* 
caster  (Mr.  Chaplin)  said  **No,"  on  the 
part  of  the  Oabiuet  and  the  Government, 
to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswiuh  (Mr.  Jesse  Colliags).  [CriM 
of  No,  no !  "1  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man used  the  word  No  "  in  tlM  most 
unphatio  way — a  monosyllable  he  was 
not  likely  to  forget.  The  h<m.  Unnbw 
for  the  Spalding  Division,  after  having 
spoken  for  something  like  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  with  an  eager  eye  towards 
the  door,  made  an  appeal  to  the  Treasury 
Bench ;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  cheered  him  whm  he  said  he 
hoped  there  would  be  an  announcement 
made  different  to  that  made  by  the  re- 
sponsible MioistOT  for  Agriculture.  Was 
there  a  Cabinet  Council  sitting  now  in 
order  that  the  Government  might  make 
another  change  of  front ;  and  was  that 
change  of  front  to  be  an  additional  rea- 
son why  the  House  should  put  oonfidence 
in  the  Ministry?  He  should  have  thought 
twice  perhaps  a  week  ago  before  he 
supported  any  Amendment  to  the  Ad- 
dress  if  the  Government  had  said  they 
were  going  to  deal  in  a  aatisfactory  way 
with  Ireland.  If  they  had  produced 
Bills  which  he  thought  would  tend  to 
the  benefit  of  that  oountry  he  might 
have  thought  twice  before  he  supported 
this  Amendment;  but  it  appeared  they 
had  no  more  opinion  upon  L-eland  tiian. 
they  had  upon  agriculture.  A  woek 
ago— nay,  not  a  week  ago,  hardly  four 
days  ago — the  House  were  told  to  wait 
until  the  new  Oliief  Secretary  had  as- 
sumed his  duties ;  and  now  the  Govern* 
ment  could  hardly  wait  with  common  de- 
cency for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
return  to  his  place  in  the  House.  Now, 
what  was  to  be  said  of  this  Amendment  ? 
The  House  had  listened  to  a  veiy  long 
speech  from  the  Ohanoellor  of  the  Daohy 
of  Lancaster,  in  which,  as  he  (Mr. 
Heneage)  i^ain  asserted,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  "  No  *'  emphaticAlly  to 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich,  and  now  they  were  told  they 
were  to  have  some  other  communica- 
tion. 

Mn.  CHAPLIN  remarked  that  he  said 
"No"  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member.  He  did  not  say  "  No  "  to  his 
proposition. 

Mk.  HENEAGE,  continuing,  said, 
that  if  one  thing  had  been  notioeaUe  in 
1h,e  debatOf  it  had  been  how  elosely  the 
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hon.  Ifomber  far  Ipawioh  Bpoke  io  his 
Amendment;  and  that  the  proposition 
he  nad«  was  quite  in  acxMnrdance  with 
die  Amendment:  and  he  (Mr.  Heneage) 
vegretted  he  ooaid  not  say  as  mneh  tor 
Uie  roeech  of  the  Ohanoellor  of  the  Duchy 
or  wat  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Spalding  Division.  The  Ohancellor  of 
the  Daohy  of  LancaBter  had  spoken  of 
the  ruin  that  bad  overtaken  the  free- 
holders of  the  Isle  of  Aiholme ;  but 
the  right  hon.  Gtentleman  forgot  to  say 
that  min  came  upon  them  because 
they  had  not  bought  their  holdings 
out  and  ont.  Their  land  iras  heavily 
mortgaged,  and  their  condition,  conse- 
quently, was  very  different  from  that  of 
people  who  oould  pay  for  the  land  which 
they  bought.  He  asserted,  both  from  a 
landlord's  point  of  view  as  well  as  from 
an  oecnpiera  point  of  view,  that  neither 
landlcn^  nor  ocoupier  oould  hold  or 
could  £um  land  with  advantage  to  them- 
selvee  upon  borrowed  money ;  but  this 
did  not  affect  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Member  tor  Ipswich,  because  what  the 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  do  was  to 
give  facilities  to  labourers  to  acquire 
allotments.  On  all  large  estates  there 
were  plenty  of  allotments  of  all  eizes, 
and  on  that  point  he  differed  irom  his 
hon.  Frieod  the  Movot  of  the  Amend- 
ment As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  to  the 
advanti^e  of  the  landlord  that  there 
shoald  be  allotmenta  of  all  sizes,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  ten  up  tenant 
farmers  who  might  pass  on  from  a 
anwU  holding  to  another  holding  of  a 
larger  sise.  The  Amendment  simply 
ptOTided  for  allotments  where  there  were 
none  alrwdy.  It  was  weU  known  that 
there  were  a  large  number  of  parishes 
in  which  no  cottager  oould  get  even 
a  garden.  That  was  so  in  the  case 
of  parishes  which  did  not  belong  to 
any  particular  owner — pariahea  in  which 
it  was  no  particular  owner's  duty  to 
provide  allotments.  It  was  so,  too,  to  a 
great  extent,  in  the  case  of  cottages  which 
had  been  built  by  speculators.  AVith 
regard  to  the  question  of  glebe  lands,  he 
had  simply  to  say  that  that  was  so  much 
a  question  of  benefit  to  the  clergy  rather 
&anto  the  labourer  tiiat  he  might  let  it 
MM  by.  [Crt«  0/ Oh,  oh  I "]  Well, 
he  <»}ngTatulated  tbe  labourers  upon  any 
advantages  they  might  get  out  of  the 
£liiiKtie«  to  be  afforded  bom  the  sale  of 
glebe  luids.  The  main  contention  was 
that  the  aUotment  of  ail  others  whi^di 


was  most  preotons  to  any  labourer  was 
that  of  a  garden  adjacent  to  his  own 
house,  where  he  could  spend  a  short 
time  after  a  meal,  or  on  a  summer's 
evening.  As  to  larger  holdings,  he 
thought  it  yres  very  necessary  that  there 
should  be,  in  every  parish,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  what  in  Lincolnshire  were  called 
cow-cottagfiB.  The  labourers  were  di- 
vided into  three  classes.  There  were 
those  who  were  eimply  the  servants  of 
the  farmefs  ;  there  were  those  who  were 
known  as  day  labourers,  and  lived  in 
cottages  on  or  near  the  farms ;  andthero 
was  a  third  class  of  labourers,  and  the 
most  useful  class,  as  a  rule — namely, 
those  who  were  known  as  independent 
labourers,  who  lived  in  the  villages,  and 
who  worked  by  the  piece.  They  were 
the  men  who  did  Uie  greater  part  of  the 
draining  and  skilled  work  on  the  dif- 
ferent forms.  It  was' of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  have  a  number  of  such  men 
in  every  parish — men  upon  whom  reli- 
ance oould  be  placed  ;  men  who,  when- 
ever they  were  not  required  elsewhere, 
could  work  on  their  own  holdings.  There 
was  the  very  g^atest  difficulty  in  many 
parishes  to  get  milk  and  eggs  and  but- 
ter— indeed,  if  it  were  not  for  the  exist- 
ence of  cow-cottages,  the  ordinary  la- 
bourer would  be  unable  to  get  milk  or 
butter.  He  hoped  that  if  any  legislation 
took  place  on  the  lines  of  Uiis  Amend- 
ment in  the  large  open  parishes,  and  in 
other  parishes  where  the  landlords  were 
not  resident,  some  attention  would  be 
given  to  the  subject  of  cow-cottages.  The 
chief  evils  which  ought  to  be  remediod 
were  those  arising  from  the  absenteeism 
of  landlords,  and  from  the  possession  of 
so  much  land  by  corporations.  The 
Ecclesiastical  Oommissioners  alone  held 
one-twentieth  of  the  land  of  England. 
The  fact  was  that  where  the  landlords 
did  not  take  a  real  interest  in  their 
properties,  tbe  agents  found  it  much 
easier  to  deal  with  a  few  large  tenants 
than  with  a  great  number  of  small  tenants ; 
and  where  the  agents  had  the  entire 
management  of  estates  they  found  the 
labourers  were  neglected.  He  himself 
should  vote  for  the  Amendment,  and  he 
could  assure  the  hon.  Member  for  Spal- 
ding (Mr.  Finch-Hatton)  that  ho  was  not, 
in  the  lea^t  degree,  deterred  by  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  Government  being  de- 
feated. After  all  their  vacillation  and 
incapacity,  after  their  inability  to  save 
t^msdvesfrom  defeat  last  night  without 
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the  help  of  Liberal  Members,  it  was 
quite  clear  die  GoTemmeut  could  not 
last  very  long.  If  thoy  could  not  last 
very  long,  the  sooner  they  vera  turned 
out  of  Omce  the  better. 

Mb.  BIBKBEQE:  said,  that  he  be- 
lieved there  was  no  county  in  England 
in  which  the  cottage  garden  allotmeQt 
system  was  more  thoroughly  carried  out 
tban  in  NorfoIIc;  and  a  visit  to  any 
cottage  garden  show  in  the  county 
would  prove  how  advantageously  it 
worked  for  the  labourers.  These  allot- 
ments, however,  were  generally  con6ned 
to  the  limits  of  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  as 
labourers  had  no  time  to  cultivate  more. 
On  Lord  Leicester's  estates  in  Norfolk 
the  labourers  were  some  time  ago  given 
half-an-acre  in  addition  to  their  gardens ; 
but  after  three  years  they  petitioned  to 
have  the  amount  reduced  to  one-quarter. 
He  disagreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich,  who  saw  iu  the  extension  of 
allotments  a  remedy  for  agricultural 
depresflion.  What  was  wanted  was 
such  a  return  of  agricultural  prosperity 
as  would  enable  tenant  farmers  to  pay 
the  labourers  higher  wages.  The  effect 
of  a  general  allotoients*  scheme  upon  the 
ratepayers  of  the  country  would  be  that 
they  would  have  to  pay  very  high  rates 
indeed  in  respect  of  interest  upon  the 
outlay  on  allotments,  when  the  cottagers, 
as  would  frequently  happen,  could  not  pay 
their  rents  tbemselvos.  However,  he  was 
entirely  in  favour  of  garden  allotments, 
and  would  support  the  Bill  of  his  hon. 
Friend  theMember  fortheSpalding  Divi- 
sion of  Lincolnshire,  which  proposed  to 
deal  with  the  subject.  He  should  also  be 
perfectly  ready  to  agree  in  adopting,  in 
connection  with  it,  the  priueirle  of  com- 

Sulaion,  which  bad  already  been  intro- 
uoed  into  the  country  b^  no  less  a 
person  than  the  present  Prime  Minister 
in  the  Act  which  had  been  passed  last 
August. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  ABCHr  Sir.  I  have 
no  intention  of  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House  with  a  long  speech ;  but  I  tfainb 
I  have  a  just  ri^ht  to  address  the 
House  on  this  subject.  I  am,  as  you 
are  aware,  the  Hepresentative  of  a  class 
whose  interest,  whose  happiness,  and 
whose  comfort  I  believe  Gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  are  anxious  to 
improve.  With  regard  to  the  allotments 
question,  I  can  remember  when  it  was 
one  of  the  most  difficult  things  in  the 
world  for  a  labourer  in  a  village  to  obtain 
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anything  like  a  decent  allotment ;  but 
during  the  past  Hyears  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  hon.  Gentlemen — both  liberal 
and  Conservative — have,  to  some  happy 
extent,  seen  their  way  clear  to  grant  and 
extend  these  allotments.  The  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  Chap- 
lin), when  speaking  last  night  upon  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Priend  the 
Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Barclay),  said  that  the  small  free- 
holders in  Mid  Lincolnshire  were  in  a 
very  destitute  condition.  Xhavewatched 
all  my  life  the  working  of  a  freehold, 
and  the  energy  and  contentment  of  a 
freeholder ;  and  it  is  quite  true  that 
whore  a  man  has  had  a  heavy  mort- 
gage on  his  little  freehold  he  has  had 
a  difficulty  to  face.  But  I  have  been 
pleasantly  surprised  to  find  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  the  great  anxiety 
there  is  now  to  improve  the  agricul- 
tural labourers*  position.  Fourteen  years 
ago,  when  I  was  asked  by  my  own 
brethren  in  the  counties  if  I  could  insti- 
tute something  to  improve  their  condi- 
tion, my  policy  was  denounced,  my 
actions  were  oondonmed,  and  not  a  few 
labourers  were  "Boycotted."  I  know 
that  there  are  good  landlords  and  bad 
landlords,  and  tiie  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich,  I  think,  does 
not  in  the  least  interfere  with  good  land- 
lords who  are  willing  to  grant  land  for 
their  labourers ;  but  are  there  not  places 
in  the  country  where  labourers  are 
almost  next  to  landless  ?  Where  have 
the  majority  of  the  unemployed  men  in 
our  towns  to-day  come  from  ?  They 
have  been  divorced  from  the  soil,  and 
they  have  been  driven  into  our  towns. 
To  my  mind,  the  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  ia 
not  BO  much  to  cure  agricultural  depres- 
sion as  to  cure  the  poverty  of  agricul- 
tural labourers.  How  can  that  poverb^ 
be  arrested  if,  during  certain  portions  of 
the  year,  the  working  men  in  our  villages 
are  thrown  out  of  employment?  My 
remedy  for  years  has  been  this — that  u 
you  do  not  require  the  services  of  work- 
men to  till  the  land  of  the  tenant  farmer, 
then,  in  the  name  of  common  justice  and 
humanity,  allow  him  some  land  to  till  for 
himself.  I  think  the  Amendment  of  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  is  quite  oppor- 
tune. When  I  read  the  Speech  of  Her 
Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  which 
expressed  sympathy  with  the  distress 
t^t  was  prevalent  not  only  in  trade  but 
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in  agricnltaTe,  I  took  it  certainly  to  mean 
this — •*  Tou  are  in.  a  terribly  pOTorty- 
atricken  oondition.  Your  lot  in  life  is 
3iard.  Ton  are  without  employment,  and 
inthont  money,  and  consequently  must 
be  without  food.  I  know  your  lot  is 
hard,  but  I  have  no  remedy."  It  seems 
to  me  something  like  this — that  sup- 
posing as  an  individual  I  were  sufifering 
intense  bodily  pain,  and  I  sent  for  a 
medical  adviser.  He  looks  at  mo,  he 
sees  me  writhing  in  agony,  and  he  says — 
"  I  have  not  a  single  ingredient  in  my 
snrgeiy  that  I  could  apply  to  assuage 
your  pain."  "Would  it  not  be  natural 
enongn  for  me  to  seek  the  advice  of  some 
more  skilled  physician  ?  If  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  no  remedy  for 
this  distress,  then,  I  think,  the  country 
will  Tory  soon  look  out  for  another  phy- 
Bician  who  faaa  a  practical  remedy  al- 
ready at  hand.  The  right  hon.  Member 
fbr  Mid  Lincolnshire  blamed  the  hon. 
Memberfor  Ipswich  because  he  had  pre- 
scribed no  remedy ;  but  I  confess  that 
I  have  not  yet  found  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  that  side  of  the  House  prescribing 
any  remedy  themselves.  If  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  this  side  of  the  House  have  not 
prescribed  the  right  sort  of  medicine,  the 
Government  at  the  present  time  have 
every  opportunity  of  finding  that  medi- 
cine and  relieving  the  distress.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lincolnshire  said  last  night  that 
wagts  had  gone  down  in  that  ounty 
from  18*.  to  12«.  per  week.  He 
expressed  great  surprise  and  wonder 
how  these  poor  people  manage  to  live. 
Now,  I  think  I  sbaU  be  quite  in  place 
if  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  try 
to  Hve  upon  that  wage  for  three  months 
himself — then  he  will  be  able  to  solve 
the  problem.  He  further  said  that, 
while  wages  were  low,  numbers  of  men 
were  ont  of  employment.  Well,  if  it  is 
difficult  for  a  man  with  12«.  a-week  to 
support  himself,  his  wife,  and,  perhaps, 
three  or  four  children,  what  a  sorry 
plight  those  men  must  be  in  who  are 
out  of  employment  and  have  no  wages 
at  all.  Hon.  Gentlemen  have  said  that 
about  a  qtiarfcr  of  an  acre  is  sufficient 
for  a  wo»ing  man  in  a  village.  There 
may  be  some  working  men,  such  as 
shepherds  and  carters,  who  would, 
perhaps,  be  contented  with  a  rood  of 
ground ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  a 
Tory  large  number  of  the  labourers  in 
Konolk~and  I  am  speaking  now  from 


my  own  experience  in  that  county — 
would  only  be  too  glad  if  they  could 
rent  an  acre  or  two  at  a  fair  market 
price.  On  the  other  hand,  I  do  not  find 
any  human  or  Divine  law  which  would 
confine  me,  as  a  skilled  labourer,  to  one 
rood  of  God's  earth.  If  I  have  energy, 
tact,  and  skill  by  which  I  could  cultivate 
my  acre  or  two,  and  luy  my  cow  into 
the  bargain,  I  do  not  eee  any  just  reason 
why  my  energies  should  be  crippled  and 
my  forces  held  back,  and  why  I  should 
be  content,  as  an  agricultural  labourer, 
with  a  rood  of  ground  and  my  nose  on 
the  grindstone  all  the  days  of  my  life. 
We  want  to  put  an  end  to  pauperism ; 
and  I  am  prepared  to  say  among  my 
class  there  are  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  working  men  who  hate  pauperism, 
and  who  have  a  perfect  horror  of  Itw 
workhouse.  But  if  we  are  to  be  cut 
down  to  12*.  a-week,  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  acknowledged  was  a 
very  small  wage,  and  if  these  men  by 
their  energj'  can  supplement  those  wages 
by  another  10«.  or  12».  into  the  bargain, 
I  want  to  know  why  it  should  not  be 
done,  and  the  pauperism  of  the  country 
lessened  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  of  men  in  France  having  to  work 
very  hard,  and  appearing  very  old  when 
they  were  almost  young.  He  said  they 
carried  fodder  to  the  cows,  and  went 
milking,  and  the  rest  of  it ;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  forgot  to  tell  us 
that  they  were  their  own  cows.  I  have 
seen  the  women  in  Somersetshire,  Wilt- 
shire, and  Dorsetshire  milking  other 
people's  cows,  and  having  very  little  of 
the  milk  which  they  drew  from  them. 
I  cannot  understand  for  the  life  of  me 
why,  if  an  English  workman  can,  by 
thrift  and  industry  and  care,  manage  to 
secure  to  himself  and  his  family  a  cow, 
he  should  not  have  the  opportunity  of 
doing  80.  The  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  means  that.  Wo 
do  not  ask  for  borrowed  funds,  or  for 
the  land  to  be  given  us,  and  we  have  no 
desiro  to  steal  it.  What  the  Amend- 
ment asks,  and  what  I  ask  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  both  sides  of  tho  House,  is, 
whether  the  time  has  not  come  when 
these  thousands  of  industrious  and 
willing  workers  should  no  longer  be 
shut  out  from  the  soil,  and  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  fair  free- 
hold, and  produdng  food  for  themselves 
and  tboir  families  ?  Why  are  these  men 
ont  of  work  ?   Is  it  because  the  land  is 
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BO  well  oultirated  thai  no  more  of  their 
labourisreqaired'?  I  travel  this  country 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  I  have 
an  idea  I  knov  vhen  land  is  cultivated 
and  vhen  it  is  not  as  well  as  any  Glentle- 
man  in  this  House.  I  say,  fearless  of 
contradiotioD,  that  there  are  tens  of 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  waiting  for 
the  hand  of  the  workman ;  and  what  this 
House  ought  to  consider  and  aim  at  is 
to  use  every  legitimate  means  to  bring 
the  land  that  cries  for  labour  to  the 
labourer  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  ad- 
dressing in  this  House  large  landed 
proprietors;  and  will  any  hon  Qentle- 
man  attempt  for  one  moment  to  deny 
that  the  best  cultivated  estate  is  the 
best  for  the  landlord  ?  When  I  look  at 
this  question  I  go  almost  out  of  the 
region  of  Party  politics.  It  is  not  a 
landlord's,  a  tenant  farmer's,  or  a 
labourer's  question  ;  it  is  the  question 
of  the  people,  and  they  will  very  soon 
make  it  their  question.  We  are  not 
Socialists — not  in  the  offensive  mean- 
ing of  the  word ;  but  to  a  certain 
extent  we  are  Socialists,  because  we 
are  social  beings.  We  like  social 
comforts  and  social  society;  but  we 
have  a  great  aversion  to  social  society 
paid  for  out  of  the  poor  rates.  An 
hon.  Gentleman  said  last  night  that 
it  was  beyond  the  power  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North- West  Norfolk  to  raise 
wages.  I  thought  it  was  equally  im- 
possible for  landlords  in  this  country  to 
force  up  rent.  We  have  always  been 
told  that  the  price  of  labour  would  be 
regulated  by  what  it  is  worth  in  the 
market.  That  is  just  what  land  has  got 
to  be.  Bfy  idea  of  justice  in  land  is 
this— Uiat  if  I  have  to  sell  as  a  tenant 
farmer  my  produce  extremely  cheap, 
then  I  say  the  rent  of  my  land  shoiud 
be  extremely  cheap.  But  the  time  has 
come  for,  and  this  Parliament  has  been 
elected  ve^  lai^ely  to  carry  out,  some 
just  and  wise  measure,  not  only  for  the 
improvement  of  the  tenant  farmers — 
and  Heaven  knows  they  want  some- 
thing, some  of  them — but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  labourers  and  for  the  beoeQt  of 
the  country.  When  I  look  around  on 
this  side  of  the  House  I  see  several  hon. 
Gentlemen— a  fair  number  of  Liberal 
Members — who  have  been  returned  by 
the  votes  veiT  largely  of  the  agricultural 
labourers.  They  know  that  during  the  ^ 
eontestsinTariousdivisions  the  labourers  ' 
expressed  a  very  great  desire  for  l«ad  to  ; 
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cultivate  for  themselvee.  They  naturally 
concurred  with  that  idea ;  but  I  have 
never  heard  any  Liberal  candidate  pro- 
mise the  labourers  three  acres  and  a  cow. 
For  myself,  I  never  made  such  a  Taia 
promise.  Something  which  dropped  from 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Lord  Advo- 
cate last  night  somewhat  grieved  me. 
When  he  was  wpeaking  of  the  labourers 
of  Scotland  I  think  he  called  them  hinds. 
I  should  like  to  inform  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  that  though  our 
lot  in  life  has  been  one  of  poverty, 
though  we  were  bom  in  humble  cot- 
tages, at  the  same  time  we  look  upon 
ourselves  as  men.  I  think  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
would  feel  very  much  annoyed  if  we 
were  to  call  them  aristocratic  goats.  The 
labourers  of  this  country  know  they  are 
men.  They  havo  largely  contributed  to 
the  constitution  of  this  House;  and  Z 
hope  it  will  bo  able  to  show  houMtly  and 
fairly  to  the  labourers  who  haje  seat  as 
here  t^t,  at  least,  we  did  our  best  ta 
redress  their  grievances,  to  dry  their 
tears,  to  wipe  away  their  sorrows,  and 
to  place  them  in  the  position  of  free 
men. 

Mn.  DAWSON  said,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  had  asked  the  House  to  ap- 
prove of  two  principles — the  principle  of 
allotment  and  the  principle  of  small 
holdings.  Now,  if  they  came  to  speak 
of  the  principle  of  small  holdings  he 
found  himself  somewhat  at  issue  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich.  He 
would  agree  with  what  the  hon.  Member 
said,  or  anyone  said,  as  to  the  land  of 
the  country.  He  believed  there  were 
too  few  landlords  and  too  few  email 
holdings.  An  increase  in  the  number 
of  holdings  would  be  to  the  benefit  of 
the  countiy  at  lar^.  From  a  purely 
political  ^int  of  view,  he  was  sure  the 
UonserTatiTe  side  oi  the  House  would  be 
the  first  to  welcome  the  proposals  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  to  establish  a 
peasant  proprietary  in  the  country,  for 
there  was  nothing  which  had  a  greater 
tendency  to  make  people  Oonservatives 
than  to  know  that  they  had  something 
to  lose.  He  believed  it  would  be  for 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country  and  the 
stability  of  its  institutions  that  there 
ehould  be  more  holdings.  If  he  might 
be  allowed  to  say  so,  there  was  no  one 
in  any  part  of  the  House  who  would 
dissent  from  the  remark  of  the  hon, 
Uembev  for  Nortb-Weet  Norfolk  (Ur. 
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Aioh)  in  the  eloquent  straiDs  in  wliich 
he  spoke  of  the  parsonal  aspirations  of 
the  ogriculbiral  labonren  to  rise  above 
the  poaitioQ  in  vbioh  tbey  began  life, 
and  take  a  small  holding.  But  if  they 
vere  to  bare  small  holdings  tbey  must 
be  in  the  posaessioii  of  mm.  who  held  as 
owners  or  as  peasant  proprietors  their 
own  land.  If  he  were  himself  about  to 
take  a  small  plot  of  land  ho  would  think 
over  it ;  and  be  should  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  he  would  rather  be  the 
holder  of  that  land  as  tenant  than  as 
owner  of  it  in  his  own  right,  for  this 
reason — because  though  in  proaperoos 
years  ho  would  bo  tho  gainer,  yet  in  bad 
years,  of  which  they  had  had  so  much 
experienco,  he  would  bo  thrown  book 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  when  these 
were  gono  ho  would  have  no  one  to  ap- 
peal to ;  whereas,  if  he  were  only  a 
tenant  fanner,  he  could  rely  on  the  in- 
dalgonoe  of  his  landlord.  riranical 
thttrt  from  the  Iritk  Benchesr^  An  hon. 
Member  frout  Ireland,  only  the  other 
night,  had  spoken  in  terms  of  praise  of 
the  generosity  of  English  landlords. 
When  he  found  he  could  not  carry  on 
his  business  be  would  turn  to  some 
other  mode  of  life.  Tho  hon.  Member 
for  Ghimsby  (Mr.  Heneage),  insinuating 
that  the  Government  were  not  in  favour 
of  such  a  thing,  said  the  supporters  of 
the  Amendment  were  in  favour  of  a  man 
buying  land  if  he  were  able  to  pay  for 
it.  Well,  if  a  man  were  able  to  pay  for 
land  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  doing 
BO.  There  were  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  acres  offered  for  sale,  as 
hon.  Hembers  vould  see  on  looking  at 
their  newspapers  every  Saturday.  If  it 
were  true,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
West  Norfolk  said,  that  the  new  pea- 
sant proprietary,  whose  cause  he  adro* 
cated,  did  not  want  to  borrow  the  capital, 
where  was  the  necessity  for  the  Motion  7 
But  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  peasant 
proprietor  there  were  grave  objections 
to  the  Ecbeme.  A  great  French  autho- 
rity had  drawn  a  dreadful  picture  of  the 
condition  of  the  peasant  proprietary  in 
that  country ;  and  if  this  were  the  condi- 
tion of  a  peasant  proprietary  abroad, 
where  so  many  artificial  means  were 
taken  to  keep  up  the  price  of  agricul- 
tarftl  produce,  how,  in  the  more  un- 
favourable climate  of  England,  could  a 
peasant  proprietary  exist,  when  no  arti- 
ficial mews  were  adopted  of  keeping  up 
the  ptioes,  and  when  men  with  oapitu 


behind  them'  were  being  brought  to  the 
verge  of  ruin  in  large  numbers  ?  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  WestBirmi  ngham 
(Mr.CHiambetlain)8aid  hewotdd  do  any- 
thing to  increase  the  prodnotion  of  land ; 
but  authorities,  both  Zkglish  and  French, 
concurred  in  saying  that  the  production 
of  wheat  was  not  half  as  vaxuAi  per  aore 
in  France  as  it  was  in  England.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  was  unable  to 
agree  to  that  portion  of  the  Motion  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswioh 
asked  the  House  to  subscribe  to  the 
doctrinoof apeasantproprietary.  When, 
however,  he  came  to  the  question  of 
allotments,  that  was  on  entirely  different 
matter.  There  was  no  one  in  the  Honse 
who  would  offer  the  smallest  stumbling- 
block  to  extending  the  system  of  allot- 
ments. He  could  not  oonceivo  anything 
that  they  should  support  more  than  that 
tho  man  who  toiled  all  day  . on  the  pro- 
perty of  anotiier  should  have  himself 
some  little  property — a  quarter  or  half 
an  acre — which  ho  might  cultivate  for 
his  own  benefit.  During  the  Election 
something  was  said  about  compulsory 
purchase  being  a  species  of  plunder. 
As  a  very  humble  Member  of  the  Oon* 
servative  Party  he  ventured  to  dissent 
from  that  doctrine,  for  it  seemed  to  him 
that  no  charge  of  plunder  could  bo 
levelled  against  the  principle  that  a  fair 
market  price  should  be  given  to  anyone 
for  the  land  taken  from  htm.  The  doc- 
trine had  been  laid  down  over  and  over 
again— in  the  purchase  of  land  for  rail- 
ways, in  the  Artizans'  Dwellings  Act, 
and  in  other  measures.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  say 
that  he  believed  that  voluntary  efforts 
would  very  largely  meet  this  question  of 
ejlotments ;  but  if  voluntary  propositions 
of  landlortk  did  not  suffice  to  meet  this, 
then  he  believed  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary, and,  if  so,  then  right  and  justifiable, 
to  carry  out  some  measure  by  which  the 
common  wealth  might  be  protected,  and 
by  which  men  should  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity in  every  district  of  the  country  of 
becoming  the  owners  of  allotmenta.  But 
while  agreeing  with  that  doctrine,  how 
could  he  support  the  Amendment  ?  The 
bon.  Member  for  Ipswich  complained 
that  no  measures  were  announced  in  the 
Queen's  Speech,  and  said  they  wanted 
the  machinery  to  assist  labourers  to  get 
the  land.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  speak- 
ing at  Idington  on  the  1 6th  June,  eaid— 

Night,'\ 
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■*  The  flret  duty  of  the  new  Parliament  would 
ho  the  completioa  and  extonaion  of  tho  syatcm 
of  local  government.  This  was  a  necessity 
prior  to  alinost  any  change  in  other  directions. 
iTiero  were  numeroaa  other  changes — tem- 
perance  reform,  reform  of  taxation,  and  great 
social  questions  which  were  pressing  for  solu- 
tion ;  hut  local  goveromeut  was  the  instrument 
wherohy  alone  it  was  possihle  for  those  matters 
to  bo  properly  and  effectually  dealt  with." 

On  looking  at  the  Queen'8  Speech,  he 
found  that  looal  County  Gorernment 
Boards  were  definitely  put  forward;  and 
therefore  the  maohineiy  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thought  necessary,  and 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
said  was  all  he  wanted,  was  provided. 
He  also  found  in  the  Gracious  Speech  a 
proposed  reform  of  the  laws  relating  to 
the  transfer  of  land,  and  that  was  all 
the  right  hoc.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmiogfaam  wanted  when  he 
said  he  wanted  no  new-fangled  doc- 
trines, but  only  the  simplification  of  tho 
transfer  of  land ;  and  yet  the  House  was 
asked  to  say  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Terument  had  not  hinted  in  any  way  at 
any  reform.  He  was  tempted  to  believe 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  must 
have  drawn  up  the  Amendment  before 
he  read  the  Gracious  Speech ;  or,  if  not, 
then  he  was  driven  to  the  hypothesis 
that  in  his  own  heart  the  hon.  Member 
was  not  afraid  the  Government 
would  do  too  little,  but  that  with  a  pru- 
dent regard  to  a  possible  change  of 
voting  on  the  part  of  the  agricultural 
electors  he  was  afraid  the  Government 
were  going  to  do  too  much.  With  the 
permission  of  the  House  he  desired  to 
refer  to  another  matter,  about  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  had  said 
but  little,  and  that  was  the  condition  of 
the  population  of  their  large  towns.  He 
hoped  that  the  Hoyal  Commission  on 
Trade  would  be  a  success ;  that  the  evi- 
dence it  collected  would  be  valuable, 
and  its  Beport  a  benefit  to  the  public. 
But  the  presentation  of  the  Beport  and 
waiting  for  the  gradual  results  of  an 
allotmentsystem  werenecessarily  matters 
of  time ;  and  he  desired  to  touch  upon  a 
subject  which,  in  his  opinion,  brooked 
no  del^.  He  would  earnestly  press 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Government 
the  position  of  tens  of  thousands  of  their 
fdlow-countrymen,  who  at  this  moment 
did  not  ask  for  charity,  but  for  some 
work  whereby  they  could  keep  body  and 
soul  together.  There  was  nothing  more  : 
remarkable  or  more  touching  than  the  j 


fact  that  though  thousands  did  not  know, 
when  they  rose  in  the  morning,  whether 
they  woold  get  a  crust  of  bread  before 
night,  they  would  do  any  sort  of  work 
rather  than  darken  the  doors  of  a  work- 
house. They  asked  for  work.  The 
struggle  for  existence  was  very  despe- 
rate, and  could  be  seen  in  every  trade. 
Hundreds  of  men  could  be  seen  standing 
at  the  docks  waiting  for  a  chance  of  the 
10  or  20  vacancies  there  might  he,  aad 
in  reply  to  any  sort  of  an  advertisement 
of  a  situation  there  were  crowds  of  ap- 
plicants. All  these  things  spoke  of  a 
otmdition  of  matters  which  must  be 
altered  if  the  government  of  the  country 
was  to  be  continued.  People  were 
driven  out  of  the  country  aud  came  to 
London  trying  to  find  work,  and  they 
thus  made  matters  worse.  Ho  knew  of 
an  instance  where  he  met  a  man  who 
had  walked  with  his  family  from  Lan- 
cashiro  to  London  and  arrived  penniless. 
He  thought  how  terrible  must  be  the 
condition  of  affairs  when  a  man  could 
come  to  Loudon  without  a  penny  and 
without  a  friend,  go  into  the  crowd,  and 
disap^ar  like  a  snowflake  on  the  sea. 
He  might  be  told  that  that  doctrine  was 
a  dangerous  one— th^  doctrine  of  ask- 
ing for  public  works  to  be  carried  out 
by  the  Government.  He  might  be  told 
it  was  Socialistio.  He  did  not  oare  for 
that  if  it  saved  men's  Uvea.  It  might 
be  said  it  was  against  political  economy ; 
but  he  did  not  care  what  it  was  against 
if  it  effected  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
intended ;  and  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
if  political  economy  told  them  it  was 
wrong  for  a  Government  to  use  some  of 
its  resources  to  aid  those  who,  from 
circumstances  beyond  their  own  control, 
could  not  get  work,  then  he  was  bound 
to  say  the  sooner  they  got  rid  of  such  a 
doctrine  the  better.  He  apologized  to 
the  House  for  having  thus  kept  them. 
He  knew  how  valuable  was  its  time,  and 
it  was  only  because  he  was  almost  de- 
spairing of  the  lives  of  many  hard  work- 
ing and  honest  men  who  were  utterly 
unable  to  get  help  that  he  had  appealed 
to  the  House,  in  the  hope  that  some- 
thing mig^t  be  done  by  the  Government, 
whether  it  was  Liberu  or  Oonservative, 
to  relieve  them  without  delay. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  Sir,  the  House 
has  listened  with  interest  to  the  two 
speeches  which  have  just  been  de- 
livered. All  of  us  must  sympathize 
with  the  objects  which  the  hcra.  Mem- 
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ber  for  East  Leeds  (Mr.  BawBon)  and 
Weet  Norfolk  (Mr.  Arch)  have  in  Tiew ; 
but  heavy  indeed  will  be  the  responsi- 
bility that  rests  upon  hon.  Members 
of  this  House  if,  carried  away  by  the 
objects  vhioh  these  hon.  Members  and 
whick  we  all  have  at  heart,  they  venture 
in  pursuit  of  these  aims  to  embark  on 
a  course  which  may  not  lead  to  the  ao- 
complishmeat  of  tiiose  aims.  We  all 
oome  to  the  consideTataon  of  this  Mo- 
tion frmh  from  an  electoral  campaign  ; 
we  are  all  bound  by  speeohes  which 
we  have  made  during  the  Becess.  \In- 
tefrupivm.']  I  trust  that  hon.  Mfem- 
bers  be]ow  the  Gangway  and  ft-om  Ire- 
land wifl  remember  that  they  have  had 
a  courteous  hearing  from  this  House, 
and  that  those  who  may  be  obliged  to 
speak,  perhaps  somewhat  in  opposition 
to  the  popular  current,  may,  at  least,  ex- 
pect an  indulgent  hearing.  I  say  that 
a  heavy  responsibility  rests  as  much 
upon  those  wno  propose,  or  vote  for,  or 
promote,  measures  which  may  not  lead 
to  tlie  objects  at  which  they  are  aimed 
as  rests  upon  those  who  oppose  those 
BwasnieB,  oecaase  they  do  not  believe 
in  their  hearts  and  consdenoes  that 
they  will  achieve  tiiose  ends;  and  so 
I  say,  as  I  have  said  nkany  times 
during  the  late  electoral  campaign,  it 
is  not  enough  to  come  forward  and  pro- 
fess sympathy  with  the  aims  proposed 
nnlew  we  believe  the  measures  pro- 

f)sed  will  practically  realize  them, 
trust,  as  Radical  audiences  have  been 
perfectly  prepared  to  listen  to  argu- 
m«its  when  they  believed  they  were 
honestly  brought  forward,  bo  in  the 
House  of  Oommons  it  may  be  permis- 
sible to  come  forward,  even  in  what 
may  be  a  somewhat  unpopular  cause, 
W3d  to  examine  the  proposals  that  are 
put  b^oro  this  House,  in  order  to  see 
whether  they  will  hold  water.  I  would 
widi,  at  the  ontset  of  the  few  remarks 
I  will  make,  to  say  that  this  is  a  great 
subject;  and  those  who  sit  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  as  well  as  those  who  sit  on 
the  other  side,  know  how  great  a  subject 
it  is — a  subject  almost  too  great  to  bo 
disposed  of  in  one  night's  debate — a 
subject  which  reaches  deep  down  into 
society  ;  and  a  Bubjeot,  no  doubt,  which 
requires  careful  examination.  I  ask 
myself  what  is  really  at  the  bottom  of 
the  MotiotL  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber'fov  Ipswich  (Mt.  Jesse  Collings)? 
Itiadiait&e  State  should  step  in.  Xhe 


position  is  that  it  is  assumed  that  volun- 
tary effort  has  now  failed;  that  the  com- 
munity should  come  to  the  rescue ;  and 
that  we  should  put  upon  the  community 
at  large  tasks  which  I  doubt  whether  the 
Local  Authorities  will  be  able  satisfac- 
torily to  perform.  If  it  can  be  contended, 
and  if  there  are  men  who  believe,  that 
the  substitutton  of  the  community  for  the 
individual,  in  this  matter,  will  not  pro- 
mote the  object  whidi  ve  all  have  at 
heart,  bnt  that  it  may  even  retard 
it,  I  say  that  they  would  be  traitors 
to  their  consciences  and  traitors  to 
the  cause  which  is  before  them  if  they 
did  not  speak  out  before  the  House 
of  Oommons,  and  tell  hon.  Members 
what  they  believe.  I  had  thought, 
I  may  say  almost  till  to-nigbt,  that 
there  was  a  large  body  of  Liberal 
opinion  which  believed,  according  to  the 
older  traditions  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
that  to  substitute  the  community  in 
order  to  do  a  duty  which  individuals 
ought  to  perform  was  a  somewhat  dan- 
gerous step  to  take.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  said  that  we  all  come  fresh  from 
our  electoral  campaign ;  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  oomes  forward  at  a 
very  early  date,  supported  by  a  Isrge 
number  of  hon.  Members  on  this  side, 
to  advocate  the  cauEe  fur  which  he  con- 
tended during  that  campaign.  Similarly, 
those  who  have  broken  a  lance  on  the 
other  side  are  bound  to  come  forward  to 
state  their  opinions  in  this  House,  as  they 
have  stated  them  to  their  constituents. 
We  had  before  us  during  the  campaign 
what  has  been  called  an  authorized  pro- 
gramme and  an  unauthorized  pro- 
gramme. The  unauthorized  programme 
contained  -four  points  with  regard  to 
which  I  will  not  weary  the  House;  bo- 
cause  I  feel  that  anyone  who  read  onei 
tithe  of  tlie  speeohes  which  have  been 
made  during  the  Becess  must  have  been 
almost  surfeited  with  thoBO  four  points. 
Having  been  engaged  in  a  somewhat 
warm  controvert  upon  this  very  matter 
with  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  C!ham- 
berlain),  I  should  like  to  be  allowed  to 
congratulate  him,  with  good  humour, 
this  evening,  upon  the  fact  that  he  has 
transferred  a  serious  item  in  that  un- 
authorized programmeinto  what  isnow, 
apparently,  the  authorized  programme 
of  the  Liberal  Party.  I  trust  he  will 
aooept  the  compliment  in  the  spirit  in- 
which  I  offer  it.  But  I  must  Esty  t^. 
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I  did  not  uaderstand  ifaat  during  the 
late  oampaigD  the  acquisition  by  the 
Gommunity  of  huids  for  the  purpose  of 
letting  out  Uiose  lands,  eitlier  in  allot- 
ments or  in  email  holdings,  was  a  por- 
tion of  the  authorized  programme  with 
whicli  we  went  to  the  oonstituencies. 
X  may  have  been  mistaken,  and  perhaps 
X  was ;  beoause  X  remember  the  right 
hoo.  Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles 
W.  Dilke)  said  you  could  read  this 
question  of  allotments  into  the  autho- 
rized programme.  I  did  not  know  that 
on  occasions  like  this  you  would  have  to 
lead  anything  into  programnua.  I 
think  it  is  somewhat  hard  upon  those 
who  believed  that  thie  was  an  opeu 
question*  and  that  jou  might  be  as  good 
a  Liberal  if  you  had  faith  ia  the  action  of 
the  indindual  as  if  you  beUeved  in  the 
action  of  the  State.  But  now  X  under- 
stand it  isput  forward, on  authority,  that 
the  Party,  as  a  whole,  will  endorse  that 
which  has  practically  been  in  the  un- 
authorized programme,  and  which  has 
been  the  chief  point  in  the  pr<^ramme 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain). X  confess  that  it  is  not  possible 
for  me  to  be  oonverted  by  three  days 
of  Parliamentary  discus^on.  Conver- 
sions,  I  admit,  proceed,  in  these  days, 
with  some  rapidity.  X  must  say  that 
we  have  seen  three  interesting  days. 
On  the  first  day  there  seemed  to  me  to 
be  a  greater  conversion  towards  Home 
Kule  uian  we  had  ever  judged  possible. 
On  the  secrad  day  there  was  a  lai^ 
minority  practically  for  introducing  the 
*<  three  F's"  into  the  United  Kingdom. 
On  the  third  day  the  proposition  is,  as  I 
understand,  that  we  are  to  give  power 
to  municipalities  iu  order  to  promote 
small  holdings  and  allotments  under  a 
system  of  compulsion  as  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr. 
Jesse  Ceilings).  Although  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  somewhat  reserves  himself 
upon  that  point,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
his  reserves  were  not  stated  with  that 
firmness  which  would  lead  one  to  sup- 
pose that  any  great  resistance  would  be 
made  if  the  proposal  were  pressed. 
And  BOW,  Mr.  Speaker^  let  me  put  my- 
self right  with  the  House  in  this  matter. 
Those  who  hftve  done  me  the  honour  of 
reading  aaytbin^^  that  I  hartt  said  on 
this  subject  wiU  know  that  X  do  not 
yield  to  anypoe  in  my  desire  to  inoreaM 
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the  number  of  the  {woprietora  of  land. 
They  will  know  that  I  believe,  as  many 
hon.  Members' have  stated  this  evening, 
that  it  would  strengthen  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  would  lead  to  untold  social 
advantages,  if  you  could  increase  the 
number  of  those  who  are  pn^rietors  of 
the  soil.  I  have  repeatedly  stated,  far- 
ther, that  it  appeara  to  me  a  matter  of 
supreme  interest  that  oven  if  you  oould 
not  increase  the  number  of  proprietois 
of  the  soil  there  should  be  more  persons 
cultivating  small  holdings,  and  espe- 
cially that  the  number  of  allotmeats 
should  bo  increased  as  far  as  possible. 
These  are  not  late  views.  [_A  lauffh."]  I 
do  not  know  why  the  hon.  Member 
for  Argyllshire  (Mr.  Macfo^ane)  Bh<»ld 
laugh. 

Mb.  MACFARLANB  :  I  can  assoze 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  X  was  not 
laughing  at  anything  which  fell  {torn. 

him. 

Mr.  (50SGHEN :  No  one  can  antici- 
pate that  hon.  Members  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  antecedents  of  every 
Member  of  this  House.  But  X  wish  to 
state  it  as  a  fact,  which  I  trust  my  hon. 
Friends  will  accept  from  ma,  that  long 
before  the  recent  agitation  I  had  stated 
in  public  over  and  over  again  this  view 
— that  X  am  entirely  in  favour  of  the 
multiplication  of  the  number  of  owners 
and  also  entirely  in  favour  of  the  ays* 
tern  of  allotments;  and  if  this  Motion 
went  no  further  than  this — than  to  ex- 
press, as  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  XiOthian  (Mr.  Gladsbme)  has  ex- 
pressed to  the  House  this  evening,  the 
opinion  that  the  divorce  of  the  agricul- 
tural labourer  from  the  soil  was  a  cala- 
mity to  this  country — if  that  mere  ab- 
stract proposition  was  in  this  Motion,  X 
should  vote  for  it  with  as  great  en- 
thusiasm as  any  hon.  Member  sitting  on 
this  side  of  the  House. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  That  would 
be  perfectiv  useless. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  That  would  be  per- 
fectly useless,  says  my  hon.  Friend.  But 
it  was  because  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  considered 
that  to  be  the  point  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's Motion  that  he  has  consented  to 
vote  for  it  this  evening. 

Mb.  JEISSB  OOLLINGS :  I  did  not 
mean  to  say  it  would  be  perfectly  aae- 
less;  butX  ia  tended  to  imply  thai  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  vote  for  ib 
it  i|  would  b»  pwfedJy  .npoisss.  . 
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Mb.  GOSOHEN  :  Why  should  my 
hon.  friend  consider  that  I  would  rote 
for  it  if  it  would  be  perfectly  useless  ? 
That  is  the  kind  of  spirit  to  which  I 
object.  I  consider  the  hon.  Member's 
Motion  not  to  be  of  much  utility,  as  I 
shall  show  if  I  ooDtinne  my  remarks. 
But  my  argument  is  this — that  my  right 
hon.  £Viend  theMember  for  Mid  liothiaA 
hAS  said  that  the  point  of  my  hon. 
Friend's  Amendment  is  that  it  expresses 
the  desire  that  we  should  put  an  end  to 
th»divoiee  o£  the  agricultural  labourer 
fiomtiM  soil.  I  eay  again,  though  I  may 
enute  the  hilarity  of  hon.  Members, 
that  if  ti^is  were  a  mere  alwtraot  propo- 
sition X  would  vote  for  it.  But  I  should 
know,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  wm  not 
doing  much  to  promote  the  cause  which 
my  hon.  Friend  has  at  heart.  It  may  be 
ai^ed,  then,  why  object  to  the  Motion  of 
my  hon.  Friend  ?  I  think  it  was  remarked 
by  some  hon.  Member  this  evening  that 
Toa  ought  not  to  raise  false  hopes ;  and 
I  believe  that  in  this  Motion  of  my  hon. 
Friend  l^ere  lorka  a  danger  of  raising 
fabe  hopes  among  a  great  portion  of  the 
agricultural  labourers.  Therefore,  I  do 
sot  think  I  am  justified  in  voting  for  it. 
Toa  think  otherwise ;  therefore  you  may 
be  justified  in  voting  for  it.  Bui  those 
who  believe  that  in  the  partioidar  plans 
pnt  forward  by  my  hon.  Friend  there 
uu^s  the  danger  of  arresting  that  spon- 
taneoas  development  wbioh  is  now  in 
progress  will  vote  against  it.  Is  there  no 
progress  now  ?  [Mr.  Jesse  Collings  : 
No. "I  My  hon.  Friend  says  *'No."  I 
euinot  admit  that.  I  believe  in  the  pro- 
gress of  public  opinion ;  and  if  the  hon. 
Member  wishes  it,  I  will  give  him  the 
credit  of  having  stimulated  that  public 
ojHnion,  and  of  having  done  good  ser- 
vice thereby;  bnt  I  believe  that  the 
public  opinion  roused  during  this  dis- 
cussion will  be  infinitely  more  valuable 
in  promoting  the  system  of  allotments 
and  small  holdings  than  tiie  legislation 
which  he  wishes  to  stimulate.  I  admit 
that  lamUovds  have  b^en  roused.  I  be- 
lieve ^ai  all  that  has  been  said  may 
]uiT»  stimulated  some  landlords  who 
wera  somAwhat  blind  to  their  duty.  It 
may  havft  enoouraged  them  to  perform 
that  duty.  But  I  say  that  that  public 
issling  bas  been  routed ;  that  there  is  in 
poagreBS  at  this  moment  a  large  deve- 
lopment of  the  system  of  allotments; 
Bnd.  tthat  /there  are  a  large  numbto  of 
Undlords^wliO'^ar^  most^ttxieuB'to 


mote  it ;  and  why  should  they  not  do  so  ? 
Is  there  anything  against  the  interests 
of  landlords  in  promoting  the  system  of 
allotments  ?  Most  proper  distinctions 
have  been  drawn  this  evening  between 
the  system  of  allotments  and  small 
holdings.  I  ^^rae  with  those  who  think 
that  while  it  is  absolutely  (^ain  that 
the  extension  of  the  system  of  allot- 
ments would  be  of  vast  adranti^  to  the 
whole  community,  the  question  as  re- 
gards small  holdings  is  not  so  decided. 
With  regard  to  small  holdings,  it  is  fui 
economical  question  upon  which  there 
is  much  to  be  said.  I  make  this  admis- 
sion to  my  hoD.  Friend  and  to  the  House, 
if  hon.  Members  care  to  know  my  opi- 
nion on  the  subject.  Although  it  may 
tell  against  my  own  argument,  I  should 
prefer  to  see  a  larger  number  of  persona 
farmiuff^  their  own  land  as  small  holdings 
than  a  larger  number  of  holdings  nnder 
an  opposite  system.  I  am  so  convinoed  of 
the  social  advantages  of  having  a  large 
number  of  persons  interested  in  the  soil, 
of  having  the  agricultural  labourers  in- 
terested in  the  soil,  that  I  would  gladly 
put  np  with  a  smaller  aggregate  produo- 
tion  of  wealth  in  order  to  see  this  larger 
number  interested  in  the  soil.  I  make 
that  admission  in  ordw  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers may  see  that  I  am  not  blind  to  this 
movement  vhioh  has  been  so  enoouraged 
by  the  right  hon.  Membm  for  West 
Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Ohamberlain).  But 
I  would  ash  the  right  hon .  Gentleman  this. 
You  want  machinery  to  carry  this  system 
out  It  is  all  very  well  to  pass  an  ab- 
stract Eesolution;  but  I  think  everyone 
will  agree — my  hon.  Friends  on  this 
side  of  the  House  will  agree — with  me 
when  I  say  that  no  man  would  be  justi- 
fied in  voting  for  the  Eesolution  of  my 
h(m.  Friend  unless  he,  at  the  same  thne, 
believed  that  you  can  invent  such  a 
machinery  as  would  carry  it  out  satis- 
factorily. You  would  not  vote  in  the 
abstract  for  eucb  a  proposal,  raising  the 
h<^es  of  the  agricultural  labourers,  if 
you  thought  that  your  machinery  would 
ultimately  prove  imperAKit.  My  hon. 
Friend  beKeves  that  were  oan  be  a  per- 
fect machinttry,  and  therefore  he  is  jus- 
tified in  submittiog  bis  proposal  to  the 
attention  of  the  House.  But  other  hon. 
Members  say — "  Why  not  try  it  atr  an 
experiment  ?  "  I  say  it  is  a  dangerous 
experiment,  because^  by  trying  the  ex- 
periment, you  may  discourage  ihevohin- 
tavy  movemottt  ihat^is  now  going  oil. '  I 
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can  fancy  that  many  landlords  who  are 
now  prepared  to  give  allotmentH  might 
much  prefer  lhat  they  should  soil  their 
land  to  the  community,  and  that  then 
the  community  should  undertake  all  the 
disagreeable  labour  of  collecting  the 
rents  from  the  tenants  of  all  those  small 
allotments.  I  think  you  would  remove 
a  great  part  of  the  duty  from  the  land- 
lords, and  would  remove  from  them  that 
to  which.  I  attach  the  greatest  import- 
ftnee-— namely,  the  sense  of  duty  that 
they  ought  to  give  these  allotments. 
["No!"]  Surely,  although  they  may 
disagree  with  me,  h(m.  Members  will 
see  that  that  is  an  extremely  probahle 
result.  Do  you  believe  that  if  the 
State  or  the  community  comes  in  and 
says,  "  On  me  rests  the  responsibi- 
lity of  carrying  out  this  movement," 
yon  will  not  disoourage  the  individual 
action  of  the  landlords?  [;"No!"] 
That  may  be  a  matter  of  opinion ;  but, 
oonsoientioudy  holding  it,  I  am  bound  to 
believe  that  it  will  discourage  the  sense 
of  duty  and  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
the  landlords,  and  I  am  bound  to  express 
that  opinion  to  the  House.  Then,  if  the 
House  will  permit  me,  I  will  enter  for  a 
moment  upon  another  qaestion — ^Are  we 
certain  that  this  maohinery  would  suc- 
ceed ?  It  may  be  an  extremely  costly 
process.  We  hare  had  to>night  a  curi- 
ous proposition  put  before  ns — namely, 
that  the  small  freeholders  have  done 
worse  during  the  late  agricultural  de- 
pression than  the  other  farmers  of  small 
iioldings.  Why  should  a  man  who  pays 
no  rent  fare  worse  than  the  man  who 
has  to  pay  rent?  Here  are  holdings 
farmed  by  individuals  who  havo  no  rent 
to  pay,  and  yet  it  is  said  that  they  have 
not  done  so  well  as  those  who  pay  rent. 
Why  is  that  so  ?  I  can  imagine  one 
good  reason  for  it ;  and  it  is  that,  in  re- 
gard to  those  small  holdings,  the  re- 
pairs have  to  be  done  by  the  landlords, 
and  Uie  farm  buildings  have  to  bo  looked 
after,  and  that  all  ^ose  various  items 
of  expenditure  the  landlord  has  to  bear, 
whUe  the  tenant  of  the  small  holding 
has  only  to  look  after  his  own  affairs ; 
whereas,  on  tho  other  hand,  the  small 
freeholder  has  to  pay  for  the  repali-s 
himself.  What,  then,  is  the  result  ? 
On  the  small  holdings,  under  your  pro- 
posed system,  who  is  to  do  the  landlord's 
repairs  ?  Suppose  you  have  got  in  some 
neighbourhood  40  or  60  small  holdings,  I 
ask  my  faoB.  Friend  who  is  to  do  the  land'- 
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lord's  repairs  ?  I  cannot  get  an  answer 
from  my  hon.  Friend.  I  am  not  going 
to  be  so  discourteous  as  to  press  him  for 
an  answer;  but  I  will  repeat — who  is 
to  do  the  repairs?  I  will  tell  him  who 
would  have  to  do  them.  They  would 
have  to  be  done  by  tho  landlord.  And 
who,  under  this  plan,  is  the  landlord  f 
The  community — ^that  is,  the  ratepayers. 
Then,  I  ask,  in  those  small  holdings,  if 
there  are  to  be  any  farm  buildings  on 
tiiem  at  all  ?  Are  the  ratepayers,  com- 
posed of  all  classes  of  the  comraunity, 
to  step  in  and  make  the  landlrard'a  re- 
pairs on  all  of  them  ?  And  are  the 
Local  Authorities  to  do  all  the  jobs  on 
the  farm  7  Are  they  to  see  to  the  drain- 
age ?  Are  you  to  have  an  army  of  In- 
spectors and  officials  of  the  Local  Autho- 
rities who  are  to  do  all  these  jobs?  I 
say  it  is  a  far  more  serious  thing  for  the 
Local  Authorities  to  undertake  this  work 
than  the  hon.  Member  who  proposes  this 
abstract  Resolution  seems  to  imply  in 
the  Eesolution.  I  ask  my  hon.  Friend, 
as  a  candid  man,  whether  I  am  not  en- 
titled to  put  to  liim  this  question  ?  [Mr. 
Jesse  CoLLTNGS  :  No!]  Myhon.Fri«id 
says  that  I  am  not  entitled  to  put  it. 
Then  I  must  say  that  he  has  the  courage 
of  his  opinions.  [Mr.  Jessb  Oozxmos : 
Here  rhetoric]  I  should  like,  however, 
to  press  this  matter,  and  to  ask  my  hon. 
Fnend  for  an  answer.  My  point  is  this — 
the  repairs  must  be  done  by  somebody. 
You  may  say  that  the  tenant  can  do 
them  himself.  If  so,  then  he  will  be 
in  the  position  of  the  freeholder,  who 
has  not  succeeded.  The  answer  must 
be  either  that  the  tenants  must  un- 
dertake the  repairs  themselves,  or  tho 
Local  Authorities  are  to  do  them ;  and 
I  submit  the  point  of  my  argument 
to  the  House,  to  the  country,  and  to 
the  ratepayers  at  large— namely,  that 
any  system  under  which  the  ratepayers 
are  to  become  the  landlords  of  these 
small  holdings  will  involve  them  in  a 
very  considerable  expense  indeed— will 
inToIre  them — and  here  is  my  point — 
in  so  large  an  expenditure,  and  in  so 
much  liability,  that  I  doubt  whether 
much  will  come  of  tho  proposals  of  my 
hon.  Friend.  I  have  argued  against 
the  substitution  of  the  community  for 
the  individual  for  the  performance  of 
a  duty  which  the  individual  oug^  to 
perform  himeelf.  I  go  beyond  that, 
and  I'  say  that  the  whole  busintes  of 
laadowning,  if  y«a  put  it  mto  the- 
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hands  of  tlio  Local  AuthorUiea,  is 
surrounded  with  so  much  expense,  ao 
much,  danger,  so  much  liability  to  job- 
bing, so  much  liability  to  parish  squab- 
bling aod  dispute,  that  I  fear  the  excel- 
lent intentions  ol  my  hon.  Friend  will 
fail,  and  that  he  may  bare  a  vast  ma- 
chinery xaiaing  great  hopes  in  the  minds 
of  the  agriooltural  popiuation,  and  that 
fhoae  hopes,  vhen  ve  oome  to  work 
them  oat  in  a  Bill,  will  not  be  fulfilled. 
Those,  therefore,  are  just  as  much  ^e 
friends  of  the  agricultural  labourers 
who  say  that  they  are  against  this  pro- 
posal, and  do  not  believe  it  will  be 
effectual,  as  those  who  put  it  before  the 
House  with  a  light  heart.  But  there 
was  another  point  in  tho  speech  of  my 
hon.  Friend  to  whioh  I  wish  to  be 
allowed  to  allude.  He  spoke  of  the 
right  of  the  labourers  to  the  land. 
Then,  are  the  Local  Authorities  to  have 
no  option,  in  the  matter  ?  I  ask,  how  will 
it  be  if  the  Local  Authorities  do  not  give 
effect  to  the  notion  that  the  labourers 
have  a  right  to  the  land  ?  If  they  are 
frightened  at  the  expense,  and  do  not 
jpve  effect  to  the  notion  of  my  hon. 
Friend  that  the  labourers  have  a  right 
to  the  land,  is  it  not  dangerous  to  use 
language  ia  this  House,  and  to  endorse 
that  lan^age  by  a  Resolution  passed  by 
a  majority  of  this  House,  which  will 
conrey  the  impression  that  we  believe 
that  the  labourers  have  a  right  to  the 
land,  and  then  leave  it  to  the  Local  Au- 
thorities, who  may  give  effect  fo  it,  or 
who  may  adopt  a  very  different  prin- 
ciple 7  I  am  as  anxious  as  anyone  that 
the  labourer  should  have  the  land  ;  but 
it  is  not  only  a  question  of  the  rights  of 
agricultural  labourers,  but  of  the  town 
artizans  that  is  concerned.  I  ask  the 
lum.  Member,  and  those  who  are  going 
to  support  his  Amendmrat,  whethor  they 
liold  that  in  towns  all  Uio  arUzans  have 
a  light  to  their  tenements  ?  The  agri- 
cultural labourer,  my  hon.  Friend  may 
contend,  cannot  live  without  the  land. 
He  is  depressed  in  his  condition,  and  the 
House  desires  to  raise  his  tiatus;  and 
therefore  my  hon.  Friend  says  he  has  a 
right  to  the  land.  But  are  there  not 
tens  of  thousands  of  artizans  in  the  large 
towns  who  wish  to  have  their  tenements 
at  a  fair  and  equitable  rent  ?  And  then 
is  the  next  step  to  be,  when  we  pass 
from  the  fair  and  equitable  rent  for 
agricultural  land,  a  fair  and  equitable 
rent  for  hooae  property  for  the  atticans  ? 


I  notice  that  cheers  are  no  longer  general 
from  hon.  Members  around  me  ;  and  I 
should  like  to  know  from  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  whether,  if  a  proposition 
had  been  made  that  the  artizans  in  the 
towns  were  entitled  to  a  fair  and  equi- 
table rent  for  their  tenements,  he  would 
hare  endorsed  it  f  But  see  the  danger 
we  are  incurring  when  we  embark  upcm 
the  question  on  the  ground  of  right.  3j 
it  not  certain  that  the  artisans  in  the 
towns  would  follow  out  this  concession 
as  to  right,  and  would  say  you  must 
regulate  the  rents  of  our  tenements  for 
us  in  the  towns  on  the  same  principle  as 
you  regulate  those  of  the  agricultural 
labourer  ?  I  know  men  in  this  House 
who  are  perfectly  prepared  to  under- 
take a  measure  of  that  kind.  But  if 
that  is  not  the  view  of  the  majority,  I 
ask  is  it  wise— is  it  not  in  contraven- 
tion of  all  past  traditions  of  both  sides 
of  this  House  —  that  the  community 
should  undertake  this  great  task,  which 
my  right  hon. — my  triumphant  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain)  has  called  "  restoring 
the  labourer  to  the  land?"  Are  we 
going  to  embark  upon  that  oonrsef  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
quoted  an  old  Statute  of  about  70  years 
ago  to  show  that  there  was  nothing  new 
in  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  (J-entle- 
man  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman  said  that  the 
Statute  of  George  III.  had  for  its  object 
the  very  aim  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Birmingham.  But  why  should 
this  old  Act  be  quoted  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  if  it  has  not 
been  successful  ?  I  am  opposed  to  the 
Besoiution  and  to  tho  measures  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  because  I  believe  that 
past  legislation  in  that  direction  has 
failed.  [Mr.  Jesse  Collinqs:  No;  it 
was  not  compulsory.]  Yes;  my  hon. 
Friend  says  it  was  not  compulsory. 
But  then  compulsion  is  the  very  point 
which  has  been  reserved  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian.  My  hon.  Friend  tho  Member 
for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  ColUngs)  and 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  have  achieved  great 
things  already  in  introducing  the  articles 
of  their  unauthorized  programme  into 
our  discussions ;  but  they  have  not  yet 
succeeded  in  inducing  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  to  accept  the 
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principle  of  compulsion ;  and  if  there  is 
DO  compulsion,  then,  the  proposals  of  my 
riglit  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  will  share  tho  fate  of  the 
Act  of  George  III.  "With  the  experience 
of  that  Act  before  us,  I  ask  is  it  wise  to 
embark  i^fresh  upon  this  legislation? 
[An  hon.  Meubee  :  Make  it  compul- 
sory.] Yes;  with  compulsion  you  will 
do  much.  But  is  the  Liberal  Party  pre- 
pared to  adopt  the  principle  of  compul- 
sion ?  [**  Tes ! "]  That  is  not  a  general 
cheer.  Nor  do  I  observe  a  cheer  from 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian.  If  compulsion  is  intro- 
duced, well  and  good;  you  may  run 
great  danger,  at  the  same  time  you  may 
give  some  effect  to  the  proposals  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich,  i  But  if  there 
is  no  compulsion,  you  will  be  simply 
stopping  what  is  now  in  progress  in  the 
way  of  development,  without  having  the 
advantage  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  pro- 
posals. I  must  thank  the  House  for 
having  listened  to  what  I  have,  most 
reluctantly,  laid  before  them — namely, 
an  economical  argument  upon  a  night 
when  the  fate  of  the  Gk>vnrnment  is  at 
stake;  but  I  wish  to  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  I  will  protest,  with  all  the  energy 
in  me,  against  any  charge  that  may  be 
made  against  me,  that  because  I  and 
those  who  think  with  me  may  vote 
against  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend, 
we  are,  therefore,  wanting  in  sympathy 
with  the  objects  he  has  at  heart,  or  at 
all  wanting  in  sympathy  with  Libe- 
ralism. I  want  to  know  since  when 
this  proposal  formed  part  of  the  creed 
of  the  general  Liberal  Party  ?  ["Oh ! "] 
If  I  am  challenged  upon  this  point  I  am 
perfectly  prepared  to  take  up  the  chal- 
lenge. I  ask  what  was  the  date  of  the 
conversion — if  they  are  converted — of 
the  Leaders  of  the  Liberal  Party  upon 
this  question  7  If  this  proposal  is  to  be 
part  of  the  creed  of  the  Liberal  Party,  I 
ask  why  was  it  not  included  among  the 
points  of  the  Manifesto  of  my  right  Hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  I^thian? 
Why  were  there  not  five  points  instead 
of  four  in  that  Manifesto  ?  I  protest 
against  any  charge  that  may  be  made 
against  any  who,  \\ke  myself,  pleaded 
before  our  constituencies  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  of  free  contract— the  cause 
of  individual  duty  against  the  duty  of 
the  State — that  because  wo  cannot  go 
into  the  same  Lobby  on  this  question, 
after  three  days  of  the  Seeaion,  we  are 
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wanting  in  allegiance  to  the  Liberal 
Party.  I  believe  that  everyone  on  this 
occasion  is  entitled  to  vote  precisely 
as  he  chooses.  It  is  not  included — H 
cannot  be  included'— in  the  authorita- 
tive programme  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
because,  if  it  werb  so,  my  right  hon. 
Friends-— those  of  them  who  have  been 
silent  on  this  point  during  the  late 
Elections— would  have  felt  it  their  duty 
to  plead  it  before  the  country  at  the 
time,  and  then  the  electors  who  went  to 
the  poll  and  who  returned  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  this  House  would  have  known 
whether  or  not  they  were  voting  for  a 
compulsory  system  of  allotments  and 
free  holdings,  and  adopting  practically 
the  programme  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
J.  Ohamberlatn)  and  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse 
Oollings). 

Me.  BRADLAUQH  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  tho  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  ( Mr.  Chaplin)  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  excessively  miserable  condi- 
tion oi  5,000,000  or  6,000,000  of  the 
French  peasantry ;  but  I  did  not  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  Gentiemftn  to  ad- 
duce  anything  ia  the  shape  of  facts  to 
illustrate  that  misery.  There  is,  how- 
ever, this  fact  by  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  eat  down  could 
illustrate  it  beyond  the  possibility  of  con- 
tradiction— namely,  that  in  1871,  when 
the  great  French  Loan  was  contracted,  it 
was  nearly  all  subscribed  for  in  France 
by  the  very  peasantry  whom  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  to-night  pictured  as 
being  in  exceeding  misery  on  their  small 
holdings.  There  are  one  or  two  matters 
which  have  been  raised  this  evening 
which  seem  to  me  to  demand  a  little 
attention.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Spalding  Division  of  Lincolnshire  (Mr. 
Finch-Hatton)  has  invited  hon.  Man- 
bers  from  Ir^and  not  to  proceed  to  a 
division  on  the  ground  that  tho  issue 
which  is  raised  is  not  what  he  calls  the 
main  issue.  AVby,  in  every  election 
contest  in  the  country  this  very  question 
was  raised  by  hon.  Members  opposite, 
and  by  many  candidates  who  are  not 
there  now,  in  the  hope  of  casting  ridicule 
upon  the  Liberal  Party.  If,  then,  it  is 
not  the  main  issue,  I  know  not  what  is. 
What  is  the  main  issue?  Is  it  some- 
thing sprung  upon  us  because  the  Cabi- 
net has  collapsed,  and  desires  to  find  a 
new  issue  to  x^eve  than  in  tbe  oooniry 
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&om  iKe  difficuHiea  of  their  present 
poation  ?   Were  it  not  for  one  or  two 
words  which  have  been  spoken  with 
authority  by  the  right  hon.  GentlMuan 
who  has  just  addressed  the  House,  and 
which  demand  some  reply,  I  would  leave 
the  matt«r  here.    But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  asked  whether  labourers 
have  nghtt  to  land,  and  whether  artizans 
in  towns  have  rights  7   Surdy  artiHuii 
in  towns  and  labourers  iu  the  oountry 
have  a  rightto  life.  Life — not  all  endur* 
ance  from  day  to  day ;  life  not  mere  suf- 
fering and  the  dragging  on  of  an  exist- 
ence from  week  to  week  ;  but  life  with 
some  real  pleasure  and  oomfort  in  it  The 
oountry  mnstbe  poor  indeed  which  cannot 
give  that  life.   The  land  hitherto  has 
been  held  by  the  landlords  under  re- 
siriotiTe  laws,  which  have  given  the  la- 
bourers butlitde  freedom  beyondthe  mere 
right  to  exist ;  and  the  amount  of  misery 
produced  in  the  country  has  been  so 
terrible  that  a  Betum  laid  on  the  Table 
the  House  in  1867  shows  such  a  state 
of  onr  agricultural  population  as  would 
be  a  disgrace  to  any  dviliKed  country  in 
the  world.   A  lamented  Bishop  recently 
deceased — [A  law^fh] — whom  I  honour, 
although  other  hon.  Members  may  not 
— ^placed  on  record  the  condition  of  the 
agrusultural  population  in  the  Bastem 
and  Southern  districts  of  England  in 
words  so  terrible  that  if  they  did  not 
come  from  a  high  authority  it  would  be 
impossible  to  believe  thorn.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asks  if  there  has  not 
been  some  improvement  ?   Yes ;  there 
hare  been  improvement?;  but  to  whom 
are  thanks  due  ?  To  the  agricultural  la- 
boarers  themselves  and  not  to  the  land- 
lends,  who  remained  deaf  and  dumb  and 
motionless  until  the  ghost  of  a  vote 
frightened  them  in  their  sleep.  The 
improvements  never  came  until  the  agri- 
cultural labourers  united  themselves, 
and  they  have  slowly  oune  since  the 
agricultural  labourers  united  themselves. 
["No!"l   Either  hon.  Hembers  who 
shout  "Kol"  have  not  made  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  faots,  or  they 
desire  to  ignore  them.  Unfortunately, 
the  laots  are  beyond  dispute,  and  we 
are  asked  now  whether  oompulsion  is  to 
be  used  towards  the  owners  of  the  land  ? 
Why  not?   The  landlords  have  com- 
pelled the  labourers  as  long  as  they 
dare ;  they  have  held  them  down  by  law 
as  long  as  they  could;  and  now  there  is 
«D«iuleafioiii^  j»  the  part  of  those  who 
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have  votes,  to  free  themselves.  And 
now  the  very  remedy  the  landlords  have 
employed  is  complained  of,  and  they 
resent  every  proposal  to  apply  the  lash 
they  have  so  remorselessly  used  them- 
selves. \_A  laugh.']  I  am  not  astonished 
that  hon .  Members  laugh  at  these  things, 
because  it  shows  one  of  two  things— 
either  that  they  have  not  made  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  condition  of 
the  people  upon  whom  they  live,  or  that 
they  are  willing,  for  the  sake  of  a  Par^ 
vote,  for  the  moment  to  ignore  it.  It 
is  my  intention  to  go  into  the  Lobby  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse 
Oollings) ;  and  I  will  only  say,  in  con- 
clusion, that  there  is  one  item  of  re- 
pairs neglected  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down,  and  that 
is  the  impossibility,  in  any  bill  of  re- 
]iflirs,  of  rehabilitating  a  shattered 
Cabinet. 

Mb.  long  :  I  should  be  sorry  to 
detain  the  House  at  any  length,  and 
should  not  have  risen  only  that  I  desire 
to  say  a  word  in  answer  to  the  charge 
which  has  been  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh). 
The  hon.  Member  says  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  say  "  No  "  when  he  charges  the 
landlords  with  never  havingmored  hand 
or  foot  in  support  of  the  labourers.  I 
admit  that  shouting  "  No ! "  is  not  a 
sufficient  answer ;  bat  I  could  produce 
proof  that,  somewhat  more  than  40 
years  ago,  the  landlords  did  their  beat 
to  help  their  labourers  by  providing 
suitable  allotments  at  fair  and  just 
rents.  I  feel  sure  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Oollings) 
will  himself  admit  that  the  charge  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  has 
made  is,  in  the  case  of  many  landlords, 
most  unjust.  I  admit  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
action  of  the  hon.  Member  to-night; 
and,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  always 
been  a  cordial  supporter  of  the  system 
of  allotments,  and  even  of  small  hold- 
ings. I  should  not,  however,  have  risra 
at  this  late  hour  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  challenge  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton,  which  made  me  anxious 
to  express  my  regret  that  in  supporting 
a  Motion  like  this,  which  he  ought  to 
have  advocated  in  a  non-Party  spirit  for 
the  benefit  of  the  community  at  large, 
he  should  hare  taken  advantage  of  the 
occasion,  under  the  pretence  of  ad- 
Taoadug  the  laboorers'  interrats,  for  the 
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purpose  of  making  an  unjust  attack 
upon  laadlorda  who  have  always  done 
their  best  to  improve  the  condition  of 
their  agricultural  constituents. 

Thk  FRESIDBNT  of  thb  LOCAL 
GOTBBNMENT  BOABD  (Hr.  A.  J. 
Baltotjb)  rose  after  a  pause,  during 
Thick  Mr.  Speaker  again  put  the  Ques- 
tion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said : 
I  waited,  Sir,  until  you  put  the  Ques- 
tion, because  I  certainly  supposed  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Weat  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain) 
would,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  have 
given  his  opinions  to  the  House;  and  I 
more  especially  thought  so  after  the 
challenge  that  has  been  thrown  down, 
in  no  ambiguous  language,  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Edinbai^h  (Mr.  Goschen),  who  sits  on 
the  same  Bench  with  himself,  and  who 
is  one  of  the  Members  of  the  same 
Party.  The  speech  of  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  one  of  ute  most 
intereeting  delirered  in  the  oonrse  of  & 
meat  interesting  debate.  I  shall  have 
something  to  say,  although  not  muob,  in 
regard  to  the  right  hon.  Gtentleman's 
Spaeth  later  on ;  but  the  chief  interest 
of  that  speech  to  those  who  sit  on  the 
Goyernment  Benches  oondsts  in  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  concluding  scene  of  a 
drama  which  has  been  acted  during 
the  past  eix  months,  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Edinbui^h  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham have  been  struggling  together  over 
the  body  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone). The  result  of  that  struggle  was 
long  ambiguous.  We  did  not  know 
which  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  pull 
the  faaraest,  and  which  wonld  come 
triumphant  oat  of  the  contest.  I  appre- 
hend that  the  doubt  has  this  evening 
been  settled  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Edinburgh 
admitting  himself  to  be  beaten.  He 
has  relinquished  the  last  hold  on  the 
body  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and  he  has 
surrendered  that  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
body  and  soul,  to  the  care  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham.  Now,  Sir,  the  accusation 
levelled  agaiDst  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  this  debate  is  that  we  have 
not,.in  the  course  of  theQueen's  Speech, 
announced  to  the  House  that  we  were 

Mr,  Zottff 


going  to  bring  forward  measures  to 
relieve  that  agricultural  distress,  the 
gravity  of  which  Her  Majesty's  Speech 
has  acknowledged.  Sir,  what  founda- 
tion is  there  for  that  chaise  ?  There 
are  no  fewer  than  four  measures  men- 
tioned in  the  Queen's  Speech  which 
have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  quertion 
before  the  House,  and  dealing  with  tSie 
tenure  of  land  in  this  country,  and  the 
conditionof  thoseclaeses  whodepend  upon 
land.  We  have,  in  the  first  place,  made 
an  announcement  that  the  iucidenoe  of 
rating  is  going  to  be  altered.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Ijothian  boldly  assumes  that  any  mea- 
sure for  altering  the  incidence  of  rating 
proposed  from  this  side  of  the  House 
would  be  of  a  nature  to  take  the  rates 
ofiF  the  land  and  throw  them  upon  la- 
bour. What  right  has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  make  that  rash  assump- 
tion P  Until  he  sees  the  measure  before 
the  House,  it  would  be  well  for  him  not 
to  assume  that  the  Gk»vemment  mean 
to  carry  out  the  programme  which  he 
has  been  good  euongh  to  lay  down  for 
them.  Then  there  is  the  Bill  dealing 
with  the  sale  of  glebe  lands;  the  BiU 
dealing  with  land  transfer,  which  is 
made  a  cardinal  point  in  the  Soyal 
Speech  ;  and  no  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
will,  I  presume,  have  the  hardihood  to 
say  that  a  Bill  for  facilitating  land  trans- 
fer is  not  likely  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  agricultural  labourer.  Then,  finally, 
we  have  a  Bill  which,  more  than  any 
other,  bears  on  this  question — the  Local 
Government  Bill.  When  that  Bill 
comes  before  the  House,  if  ever  it  does 
come,  hon.  Gentlemen  will  be  in  a  better 
position  than  now  to  judge  how  far  the 
Goremntent  mean  to  deal  with  this 
question.  As  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Ohaplin),  in  his  admirable  speech  at  the 
beginning  of  this  debate,  pointed  out, 
there  are  two  questions  which  have  been 
brought  before  the  House  about  which 
absohtte  confusion  seems  to  reign  in  the 
mind  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site. There  is  the  question  of  allotments 
on  the  one  side,  and  on  the  other  that 
of  small  freeholds  and  small  tenancies. 
Not  only  are  those  questions  totally  dis- 
tinct, but  they  belong,  in  my  opinion, 
to  totally  diETerent  provinces  of  legisla- 
tion. Allotments,  like  sanitary  ques- 
tions, are  connected  with  the  general 
comfort  and  well-being  of  the  popula- 
tion.  Dealing  with  allotmente  will  net 
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be  an  attempt  artificially  to  alter  the 
natural  channels  in  which  industry  is 
flowing.  But  to  substitute  small  free- 
holds for  large  freeholds,  and  small 
holdings  tox  large  holdings,  though  I 
should  a^e  with  those  who  have 
apoken  this  evening  that  thereby  great 
atalnlity  might  be  given  to  our  institu- 
tions, and  great  solidity  to  the  bases  of 
our  society,  is  a  question  belonging  to 
an  entirely  different  province  of  legisla- 
tion, and  one  wliicb  should  be  en- 
tered into  by  a  Government  with  the 
utmost  caution.  It  will  be  admitted, 
I  think,  that  any  effort  to  alter 
artificially  the  channels  in  which  a 
great  industry  should  flow  should  have 
in  its  favour  a  great  primd  fane  case.  Is 
there  a  great  primd  faoie  case  for  the 
Government  at  once  taking  in  hand  a 
measure  for  a  great  multiplication  of 
fre^olds  and  small  farms?  We  have 
amj;de  means  of  making  a  comparative 
estimate  of  the  systems  of  tenure  by 
looking  on  the  Continent,  seeing  what 
is  going  on  there,  and  comparing  it  with 
what  is  going  on  here.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  spoke  of  the  labourer 
being  divorced  from  the  soil ;  and  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  brought  forward 
this  Motion  described  the  labourer  in 
tho  present  ciroumstances  in  England  as 
being  in  a  state  of  dependence.  In  what 
way,  I  ask,  is  the  agrioultural  labourer 
divorced  from  the  eoil  any  more  than 
the  miner  is  divorced  from  his  colliery, 
or  the  ootton  spinner  from  the  mills  in 
which  he  works  ?  Is  it  degrading  for 
an  Englishman  to  work  for  weekly 
wages  7  If  it  is  not  degrading,  then 
why  do  lum.  Members  apply  these 
depreciatory  epithets  to  that  great  mass 
of  our  fellow-oountrymea  who,  like  the 
artizans  in  the  towns,  and  the  agrioul- 
tural labourers  in  the  country,  are  work- 
ii^for  weekly  wages?  I  quite  agree 
that  we  should  endeavour  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  agricultural  la- 
bourer ;  but  is  it  certain  that  their  con- 
dition would  be  improved  by  a  Bill 
which  would  produce  a  large  increase  of 
small  holdings  and  small  farms  ?  I  wish 
to  lay  before  the  House  one  or  two  facts 
which  ought  to  convince  hon.  Members 
that  they  should  pause  before  any  such 
legislation  is  undertaken.  In  the  most 
prosperous  Provinces  of  France,  where 
these  small  tenements  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman speaks  so  highly  of  exist  in  large 
aumb9»,  X  find  Uiat  the  weekly  wages 


amount,  in  some  cases,  to  8«.  bd.^  in 
others  to  8e.  9^.  and  8«.  2d.,  and  in  some 
districts  the  labourer  gets  Is.  per  day. 
When  I  heard  the  hon.  Member  for 
North-West  Norfolk  (Mr.  Arch),  who 
made  an  admirable  and  interesting 
^>eeoh,  describe  how  hard  it  is  for  a 
labourer  to  live  on  14«.  a-week,  I  was 
reminded  of  a  sentence  in  a  French 
treatise  relating  to  Normandy,  in  which 
tho  writer  enthusiastically  says— 

"In  these  districts  wues  are  1S«.  a-week. 
Is  not  that  enough  to  produce  oontentment  and 
hanaony  between  the  labourer  and  fanner  P  " 

3uoh,  Sir,  is  the  condition  of  the  la- 
bourer in  (he  most  favoured  Provinces 
of  France,  where  these  small  holdings 
flourish.  As  I  am  on  this  subjeot,  I 
would  remind  the  House  that  while  it 
is  true,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain)  says,  that  there  are 
8,000,000  peasant  proprietors  in  France, 
it  is  also  true  that  3,000,000  of  them 
are  too  poor  to  pay  taxes.  On  the 
ground  of  indigence,  they  are  excused 
from  paying  taxes.  When  I  am  told 
that  the  Eoglish  labourer  is  ill-housed 
and  ill-lodged — a  proposition  whidi  may 
be  true  partially  of  certain  districts  in 
the  country,  but  which  emphatically  is 
not  true  as  a  general  proposition  dealing 
with  the  whole  country — I  am  reminded 
of  deecriplions  of  the  average  peasant 
house  in  Normandy.  These  descriptions 
are  given  by  the  same  authority  I  have 
already  quoted — an  autiiority  not  an 
enemy  to  small  holdings— who  says 
that  the  peasants  live  in  houses  narrow, 
low,  inconvenient,  dirty,  and  unwfaole- 
some.  Th«D,  again,  let  me  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a  Oommis- 
sioner  sent  out  in  connection  with  the 
Agricultural  Commission  desmbes  the 
system  of  small  holdings  in  Belgium  to 
be  one  of  high  rent  and  low  wages.  I 
am  not  saying  that,  on  general,  social 
grounds,  I  do  not  desire  to  see  a  large 
increase  in  small  freeholds  and  small 
tenures  j  but  I  am  trying  to  explain  to 
the  House  that  in  making  a  compara- 
tive survey  of  countries  where  these 
small  tenures  exist,  and  of  this  coun- 
try, there  is  nothing  to  convince  me 
that  the  one  is  so  superior  to  the  other 
as  to  induce  us  to  enter  upon  tho 
difficult  and  almost  hopeless  task  of 
creating  such  tenures,  except  in  so  far 
as  this  result  would  naturally  follow  from 
incroased  facilities  for  the  transfer  of 
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land.  So  much  for  the  first  part  of 
the  question.  I  now  oome  to  what  is 
more  immediately  before  the  Huus^- 
namely,  the  question  of  aHotmenbs ;  and 
I  have  here  to  eupt^ementthe  stfUeoient 
made  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Ohan* 
cellor  of  the  Duohy  (Mr.  Ohaplin).  The 
hon.  Oentleman  the  Member  for  GrimBby 
(Mr.  Heneage)  boldly  assumed,  in  the 
course  of  hia  speech,  that  there  has  been 
a  change  of  front  on  the  part  of  the 
Gorerament.  I  can  assure  the  bon. 
Gentleman  that  there  has  been  no 
change  of  front.  The  Government  pro- 
pose, as  they  always  have  done,  that 
in  the  Bill  dealing  with  Local  Govern- 
ment power  should  be  given  to  the 
Local  Authority  to  be  constituted  by 
that  Bill  to  deal  with  this  question  of 
aUotmenfs.  It  is,  and  always  has  been, 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  give 
those  Local  Bodies  power  to  deal  with 
this  question.  I  feel  as  mnch  as  any 
man  in  the  House  the  force  of  the  criti- 
cisms passed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  'Member  for  East  Edinburgh 
(Mr.  GoBchen)  upon  any  attempt  to  give 
power  of  any  kind  to  the  Local  Authority 
to  deal  with  this  question.  But  I  wonld 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  is 
nothing  new  in  Eoglish  legislation  to  give 
such  powera  to  Local  Bodies.  Powers  are 
already  given.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man alluded  to  the  Act  of  George  III. ; 
but  that  Act  is  not  the  only  one  relating 
to  this  point.  The  Act  of  George  III. 
was  amended  in  the  time  of  W  illiam  lY. ; 
but  the  Act  of  William  IV.  is  not  the 
only  or  the  most  recent  Act.  There  is 
still  another  Act,  which  was  passed  in 
I843f  which  gave  power  to  certain 
bodies  to  deal  with  parte  of  common 
lands,  .and  let  them  out  as  allotments. 
If  thwe  is  any  fundamental  and  Tiial 
objection  to  the  possession  of  powers 
of  this  kind  by  a  public  authority,  that 
objection  clearly  would  apply  to  the 
case  of  those  authorities  who  have,  by 
the  Commons  Act,  power  to  deal  with 
these  questions.  The  Government  do 
not  conceive,  in  the  provision  which 
they  intend  to  submit,  that  they  have 
departed  from  the  sound  "  traditions 
of  English  legislation."  Now,  Sir, 
I  want  to  know  why  the  Government 
are  threatened  vrith  a  hostile  division 
because  th^  have  not  mentioned  in 
Her  Majesty's  Speech  that  this  specific 
and  spedal  question  is  to  be  dealtrwith 
in  the  new  Local  Qovemment  Bill? 

Mr,  A.  J.  £al/our 


There  is  another  qnestion  of  still  greater 
importance  than  the  question  of  i^lot- 
ments — the  question  of  temperance. 
Well,  this  has  not  been  mentioned  in 
the  Queen's  Speech.  That  also  will  be 
dealt  with  by  the  n«w  Bill.  But  hon. 
Gentlemen  come  down  and  tjireatened 
the  Gtovemment  with  a  hostile  HotioB, 
not  because  the  question  m  not  to  be 
dealt  with,  but  because  we  do  not 
catalogue' the  special  provisions,  in  detail, 
which  our  Bills  are  to  contain.  Is  that 
consistent  with  the  traditions  of  Paiiia- 
ment  ?  Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone),  on  the  first 
night  of  the  debate  on  the  Address, 
used  these  words — 

"  I  wish  to  say  that,  so  far  as  is  possible, 
and  BO  far  as  I  may  venture  to  recommend  a 
pnictico  which  I  believe  to  bo  to  the  advantage 
of  the  House,  I  do  believe  it  ia  best,  as  far  as 
we  can,  that  we  should  be  content  to  rccogaiza 
the  Speech  from  the  Throno  and  the  Address 
moved  in  eooseqaence  of  it  as  presenting  to 
ua  an  outline  of  what  we  havo  to  do,  rather 
than  a  convenient  occasion  for  tho  diioasnon 
of  the  several  parts  of  it  in  detail." 

I  wish  that  the  practice  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  in  accordance  with  hia 
theory.  The  Government  have  pre- 
sented in  outline,  as  recommended  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  measures  they 
wish  to  present  to  the  House  without 
giving  the  details;  and  because  we  have 
done  BO  we  are  threatened  now  with  a 
hostile  vote.  Sir,  if  the  object  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jesse  Oollings)  is 
simply  and  solely  to  benefit  the  agricul- 
tural kbourer — if  he  has  nothing  in  view 
but  to  extend  the  system  of  allotments, 
would  not  his  best  course  hare  been  to 
wait  until  the  time  comes  when  the  Oo- 
verament  bring  in  their  measure,  and 
then  to  amend,  it,  if  he  thonght  it  re- 
quired amendment,  or  to  reject  it  if  he 
thought  it  deserved  rejection,  and  to 
substitute  something  else?  Can  any- 
thing, from  the  labourers'  point  of  view, 
be  gained  by  the  Amendment  now  be- 
fore us  ?  Absolutely  nothing.  Pass  this 
Amendment  to-night  by  what  majority 
you  choose,  and  not  a  single  labourer  in 
the  country  will  be  one  iota  nearer  to 
the  possession  of  his  allotment.  The 
fact  is  so  patent,  so  obvious,  that  I  am 
almost  tempted  to  conclude  that  those 
who  move  this  Amendment  and  those 
who  support  it  have  some  other  object 
in  view  than  that  whioh  lies  ostensibly 
on  the  face  of  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
QentUman.    But  if  there  is  oaotber 
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olijeet  in  vieir,  as  may  be  infstrtd  from 
the  recent  ooDvenion  of  tbe  right  hon. 
GteotlemaB  (Mt.  Gladetoae)  to  the  doo- 
IrineB  of  the  right  hon.  Ifember  for 
Wast  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Oham- 
berUin),  that  object  is,  and  can.  only 
bS}  to  turn  out  the  Goremment  and 
coma  in  themselTeB.  Ji  that  be  ac, 
vonld  ib  not  have  been  more  Bimple-~ 
ironld  it  not  hanre  been  more  straigbt- 
fbnrsTd,  mors  in  accwdanoe  vith  the 
traditionB  of  the  House,  to  move  on  this 
Address  a  Tote  of  "  No  Oonfidenoe  "  in 
Her  Ma^esty'fl  QoTeniment  ?  The  Go- 
vemment  tell  you  it  is  a  subject  with 
vhich  they  mean  to  deal  themselves. 
The  QoTemment  tell  you  it  is  a  subject 
with  which  they  always  intended  to 
deal ;  and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  are  deter- 
mined not  to  wait  to  see  their  proposals — 
if  their  object  is  to  hurl  the  (ioTemment 
from  their  places  and  come  in  tbem- 
selveB,  against  that  we  have  nothing 
to  say.  We  only  complain  of  the  means 
adopted  to  attain  that  end.  I  do  hope, 
in  order  to  preserve  intact  the  traditions 
of  the  House,  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  deids  with  the  Queen's  Speech,  it 
may  seem  good  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  to  withdraw  his  support 
to  the  Amendment,  and  to  bring  for- 
ward a  Vote,  at  a  later  stage  of  the 
debate,  which  would  raise  the  true 
issue  which  is  before  the  House.  Not 
the  issue  of  allotments,  but  the  issue 
of  Ireland — the  issue  of  Ireland,  which, 
while  you  have  the  agricultural  la- 
bourer and  his  fortunes  on  your  lips, 
during  the  whole  course  of  this  debate, 
I  doubt  not,  occupied  your  minds. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  OHAMBEELAIN: 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  opened  his  speech 
by  a  direct  challenge  to  myself,  and  an 
inquiry  as  to  why  I  had  not,  up  to  that 
moment  addressed  the  House,  and 
&TOiKred  hon.  Members  with  my  views 
on  iMs  smbjeot.  Well,  Sir,  certainly 
I  thought  that  the  House,  and  all  who 
had  any  interest  in  this  matter,  were 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  opinions 
I  have  espreased  in  the  country  over 
and  over  again,  and  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  delay  the  House  from  a 
division  by  any  repetition  of  them.  Tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  thinks 
that  I  was  called  on  to  do  so  aiter  the 
speech  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  ior  East  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
QoBohen) ;  and  he  stated  that  my  right 

VOL.  OOGIL   [thzbd  sxbies.] 


hon.  jpriead  made  a  direet  appeal  and 
challenge  to  me.    I  certainly  did  not 
uaderstabd  his  speech  in  that  light  He 
offered  me  his  oongratulatious,  which  I 
aoojept  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  wero 
offered;  and  he  repeated,  with  great 
eloquence  and  earnestness,  the  argu- 
ments against  the  proposals  I  have  sup- 
ported in  the  country — arguments  to 
which  I  have  already,  again  and  again, 
replied  ;  and  the  only  new  point  in  tho 
speech  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  was  the 
nai've  and  ingenuous  expression  of  his 
disappointment  at  finding  that  three 
acres  and  a  cow  are  a  part  of  the  autho- 
rized programme.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
has  really  no  one  to  blame  but  himself 
for  the  disappointment  which  he  has 
experienced.   What  right  had  he  to 
say,  as  he  did  in  the  country,  that  the 
poposals  which  I  have  made  again  and 
again  in  favour  of  the  wider  distribution 
of  land,  and  for  increasing  the  facilities 
for  allotments  for  labourers — what  right 
had  be  ever  to  say  that  that  was  excluded 
from  the  authorized  programme  of  the 
Liberal  Party  ?   I  read  the  Manifesto 
of  my  tight  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lolhian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  with  at  least 
the  sameattentionasmy  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
Goschen) ;  and  I  found  in  it  a  statement 
that  the  Liberal  Party,  if  they  were  cailod 
into  Of&ce,  would  be  prepared  to  bring  in 
a  great  scheme  of  Local  Government ; 
and  the  hope,  also,  that  it  might  be 
possible  to  extend  the  functions  and 
authority  of  those  Local  Bodies,  so  as 
to  secure  that  a  larger  number  of  per- 
sons should  be  placed  upon  the  land. 
Well,  Sir,  all  that  I  can  say  is  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  thought 
mys^  justified  in  making  the  proposals 
which  I  have  made,  which  were  in  some 
sort  the  details  and  the  fringe  of  the 
great  programme  of  the  liberal  Party ; 
and  if  it  was  not  indttded,  at  any  rate 
it  was  not  exduded ;  and  there  was  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  there  was  any 
other  Member  of  the  Liberal  Party 
except  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Goschen)  who  was  pledged  against  It 
Well,  now,  Sir,  the  debate  has  shown 
that  I  was  right,  and  my  right  hon. 
Friend  was  wrong.    He  baa  congra- 
tulated me,  and  I  sincerely  and  respect- 
fully condole  with  him.    And  if,  Sir,  I 
were  inclined  to  condole  with  my  right 
hoQ.  Friend  when  he  made  his  own  con- 
fession, I  am  still  more  inclined  to  con- 
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dole  with  him  after  the  speeoh  of  Hie 
light  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour).  For  what  nas  the  right 
hoD.  Qeatleman  told  us?  He  has  told 
us,  forsooth  !  that  it  was  always  the  in- 
tention of  the  Oonflervative  Qovernment 
to  do  this  thing,  which  is,  in  the  eyes  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend,  the  greatest 
heresy  of  which  any  GoTemment  can  be 
guilty — that  they  are  going  to  call  in 
the  aid  of  the  community  to  assist  indi- 
viduals in  doing  that  which  they  ought 
to  do  for  themselves.  They  are  going 
to  aak  the  community  to  undertake  the 
repairs  of  small  holdings,  and  they  are 
going  to  introduce  intolooal  goreroment 
jobbery  and  mismanagement.  And,  Sir, 
these  statements  have  been  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and  my 
right  hon.  l^end  the  Member  for  East 
Edinburgh  (Sfr.  Gosohen)  has  promised 
to  vote  for  them.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
is  going  to  exchange  sides  ;  but  I  do  not 
think  he  will  gain  much  by  the  exchange. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  says 
this  has  always  been  the  intention  of  the 
GDvemment,  Well,  8ir,  never  was  a 
secret  better  kept.  Why,  Sir,  what  hap- 
pened at  the  beginning  of  the  evening  ? 
We  listened  to  alengthy  and  most  earnest 
and  vigorous  speech  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Ohancellor  of  the  Xhiohy 
(Mr.  Chaplin)  ;  and  not  one  suggestion, 
not  one  hint,  did  he  give  us  of  any  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  produce  this  great  scheme  for  faci- 
litating allotments  in  oonneotion  with 
their  £ooal  Government  Bill.  Not  a  bit 
of  it.  Not  only  so ;  but  after  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  (lb.  Jesse  Ooliinigs) 
proposed  the  Amendment,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wound  up  his  eloquent  ora- 
tion by  saying — "  I  shall  meet,  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswi(^  (Mr.  Jeese 
Gollings)  with  a  bold  and  anetnnpro- 
mising  '  No.'  " 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  My  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
is  not  present ;  but  I  am  sure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  wish  to  mis- 
represent my  right  hon.  Friend.  What 
he  said  he  should  meet  with  an  uncom- 
promising "No"  was  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswioh. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Quite  so ;  but  all  I  can  bbt  is  that  our 
ideas  of  what  constitntes  a  bold  and  un- 
compromising "No"  must  AiB&r  very 
considerably.   The  right  hsm.  Gentle- 

i&.  Jbtijfh  Chamifrkin 


man  (Mir.  Chaplin)  was  going  to  meet 
the  Amendment  wilii  a  bwd  and  imoaw> 
promising  "No I"  But  how  doea  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  the  Presdent  ot 
the  Local  CKiremmeDt  Board  meet  it  f 
He  meets  it  by  the  statement  which  I 
am  bound  to  say  no  Member  on  the 
other  side  ever  heard  a  word  of  before, 
that  the  Government  are  going  to  deal 
with  this  subject  by  giving  large  faoili- 
ties  for  the  increase  of  allotments  in 
connection  with  their  Local  Govemmaat 
Bill.  That  is  not  a  bold  and  uncompro- 
mising "No;"  but  I  should  rather, 
under  the  cironmetanoes,  say  that  it  is  a 
compromising  "No."  It  is  a  very  carious 
thing.  Sir,  that  this  kind  of  compro- 
mising negative  baa  oome  before  from 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  oppoeite,  for 
I  remember  a  discussion  we  had  across 
the  Table  in  this  House  at  the  end  of 
the  last  Session  of  the  last  Parliament 
about  the  Bill  for  medical  relief.  Then, 
also,  the  proposal  was  made  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Ipewich  (Mr. 
Jesse  Gollings) — whom  I  must  congra- 
tulate on  his  success  in  converting  the 
Gk}vemment  Bench — and  then,  aleo,  the 
answer  given  was,  in  the  first  place,  a 
bold  and  unoompromising  "  No  ;  "  and, 
in  the  last  place,  c<Hnplete  and  humi- 
liating surrender.  But  the  surrender 
did  not  carry  the  counties,  and  the  sur- 
render in  the  present  Parliament  will 
not  save  the  Government.  I  am  sorry 
that  it  should  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  be  tiie  channel  for  these  two 
confessions  on  the  part  of  hh  Govezn- 
ment.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  adced 
why  it  is  that  we  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  support  an  Amendment  hostile 
to  the  Government,  and  why  we  have 
not  waited  for  the  proposals  which  ho 
intends  to  make  ?  I  can  only  reply  that 
we  could  only  judge  the  nature  of  those 
proposals,  before  the  astounding  state- 
ment which  we  have  just  listened  to,  by 
the  description  of  them  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  ;  and  there  the  ^^roposals  of  the 
Government  were  described  as  a  trans- 
fer of  the  functions  of  the  Quarter 
Sessions  and  other  county  authorities 
to  a  new  Local  Authori^.  We  were 
not  told  how  this  new  authority  was 
to  be  constituted  ;  and  I  have  some 
difficulty  in  believing  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  sneh  a  body  aooording  to  the 
view  of  the  present  Government  would 
hare  been  satisfaotory  to  the  House. 
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Vrnther,  vliat  we  were  told  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  Gkremment  to  effect  a 
transfer  ol  functions,  in  our  opinion, 
dearly  preduded  them  from  making  such 
a  proposal  as  the  Frerident  of  the  Looal 
GoremmeDt  Board  now  aaje  they  always 
had  in  their  minds.  At  the  present  mo- 
ment,  the  Quarter  Sesdons  cannot  pur- 
diase  luid  for  allotment.  If,  ther^cwe, 
the  Looal  Goremment  Bill  ia  to  be  a  BUI 
for  the  mere  transfer  of  functifma,  how 
can  it  contain  the  joOTisiona  which  we 
favour  ?  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  :  The 
Guardians.]  Oh,  then,  it  is  to  the  old, 
unused,  unsacoesaful  powers  which  were 
committed  to  the  Guardians  by  an  Act 
of  George  III.,  70  years  ago,  that  the 
Government  intend  to  rerert — an  Act 
which  has  been  ridiculed  already  in  the 
course  of  this  debate.  This  is  the  raln- 
able  power  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  prepared,  and  which  he  and  his 
Govemment  always  intended,  to  transfer 
to  the  new  authority  whom  they  will 
create  if  Uiis  House  permits  them  to  do 
BO.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
upon  promises  of  this  hind  that  the 
Movm  o&n  rely.  We  support  a  hostile 
Amendment,  in  the  firat  place,  heoaiue 
the  conation  and  claims  of  the  agrioul- 
tnxal  labourers  being  one  of  the  great 
quesliaas  raised  at  the  last  Election,  it 
is  our  bounden  dnty,  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, to  ri^e  their  claim,  and  call 
upon  the  Government  to  do  them  justice ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  because  we 
have  no  confidence  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  either  do  justice  to  the  agri- 
etdtural  labourw  or  to  any  other  ques- 
tion with  which  they  may  be  called  upon 
to  deal. 

Thb  OHANOEUiOB  on  thb  EXOHE- 
QTJEB  (Sir  Michael  Hioks-Bsaoh)  : 
Sir,  I  am  glad  that  at  last,  after 
a  long  and  interesting  debate}  we 
hare  a  clear  statement  £ram  the  Bench 
o^osite  as  to  tiie  real  intention  and 
meaning  of  the  Motion  before  the  House. 
We  do  not  wonder  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  J.  Ohamberlain)  feels  it 
inoumbent  upon  him  to  attempt  to 
redeem  all  those  wild  and  astounding 
pm>mi8es  that  were  made  at  the  General 
Election  to  the  deluded  agricultural  la- 
bourer. But  it  is  even  more  of  a  piece 
witii  the  political  history  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  should  take  up 
a  Motion  which,  I  believe,  has  been 
bnught  forwaxd  in  all  uncerity  by  the 


hon.  Member  for  Ipewidi  (Mr.  Jesse 
Oollings),  and  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North- West  Norfolk  (Mr.  Arch),  whom 
I  am  tare  all  of  us  are  glad  to  wel- 
oome  in  this  House,  whatever  we  may 
think  of  his  opinions — it  is  even  more 
of  a  piece  with  the  past  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  should 
use  this  Motion  as  what,  to  the  groat 
bulk  of  thoaewhowill  vote  for  it,  it  really 
is— namely,  a  Furty  move  to  turn  the 
Government  out  of  Office.  Sir,  in  the 
courae  of  the  debate  we  have  hud  a 
speech  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  East  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
GoBchen),  who  is  still  a  Member  of  the 
great  Liberal  Party ;  and  we  have  had 
that  speech  repUed  to,  but  not  ade- 
quately, by  the  right  hon.  Genttemau 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham.  Sir, 
I  think  the  House  will  await  with  some 
curiosity  the  reply  to  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  which  I  anticipate 
will  be  made  by  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Member  for  the  Boasendale  Division  of 
Lancashire  (the  Marquess  of  Hartiag- 
ton).  I  am  surmised  to  hear  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
say  that  he  had  no  reason  to  believe  that 
any  other  Member  of  the  liberal  Party, 
except  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Edinburgh,  objected  to 
the  inclusion  of  these  proposals  of  his  in 
the  authorized  programme  of  tho  Leader 
of  the  Opposition.  What  was  it,  then,  to 
which  the  noble  Marquess  opposite  re- 
ferred when  he  spoke  of  proposals  of  a 
Socialistic  tendency  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  not  included  in  that  programme  ? 
I  should  like  to  hear  this  evening  from 
the  noble  Marquess  what  is  his  opi- 
nion of  the  scheme  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  has  now  triumphantly  rai- 
forced  up<m  the  right  hon.  Gentieman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (^Mx.  Glad- 
stone)— whether  he  still  muntains  his 
opinion  that  it  does  not  form  part  of  the 
authorized  programme  of  the  Liberal 
Party,  and  that  it  is  of  a  Socialistic 
tendency?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  was 
very  hard  upon  my  right  hon.  Eriend  the 
Presideutof  theLooal  Government  Board 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  because  he  said  that 
he  had  made  a  disclosure  never  heard 
before,  to  the  effect  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  intended  to  propose  that 
the  Local  Authorities  in  the  counties 
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sliould  be  inrested  with  powers  to  facili- 
tate the  acquiaition  of  allotments  bj  the 
labouring  classes.   I  can  only  say  that, 
so  far  from  that  being;  a  new  principle, 
as  bas  been  said  in  this  debate,  it  is 
a  principle  which  has  been  accepted 
and  adopted  in  legislation  for  many 
years  past;  and  although  there  are 
points  connected  with  the  question  of 
compulsion  to  which  I  cannot  hold  out 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  any  hope 
tKat  Her  Majesty's  GoTemmeut  would 
be  able  to  adhere,  yet,  if  tHe  right  Kon. 
Gentleman  does  attach  any  importance 
to  the  statement  made  by  my  right  hon. 
IFriend  that  the  Local  Authorities  will  be 
invested  with  these  important  powers,  in- 
stead of  supporting  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich,  he  ought  to  have  invited  him  to 
withdraw  his  Motion,  in  order  that  we 
might  have  an  opportunity  for  laying  our 
proposals  before  the  House.    The  hon. 
Member    for  Ipswich  has   taken  a 
long  and,  as  I  believe,  a  sinoere  in- 
terest in  this  question.    He  took  up 
the  case  of  the  agricultural  labourer 
before  the  agricultural  labourer  had  a 
vote.   I  cannot  say  as  much  for  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
west  Birmingham.   I  believe  that  in 
all  guilelessness,  in  all  earnestness,  and, 
I  may  say,  in  all  impatience,  the  hon. 
Uember  for  IpswioK  bas  placed  this  Mo- 
tion on  the  Notice  Paper ;  but  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  some  one  craftier 
than  himself  has  since  that,  so  to  speak, 
"  got  at "  the  hon.  Member;  for  I  believe 
that  otherwise  ho  would  either,  after 
discussion  of  that  which  is,  after  all,  a 
mere  detail  in  the  great  programme  of 
legislation,  have  withdrawn  his  Amend- 
ment, in  order  that  he  might  put  for- 
ward to  the  House  bis  own  proposals  in 
the  shape  of  a  Bill  or  a  Motion,  or  that 
be  woiud  have  endeavoured  to  engraft 
Amendments  on  the  Government  scheme 
rather  than  press  to  a  division  this 
evening  a  proposition  vague  and  in- 
conclusive in  itself,  and  one  whioh, 
as  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  already 
said,  coula  not,  even  if  carried,  ad- 
vance the  cause  of  the  agricultural 
labourer  one  incb  in  the  direction  in 
which  he  desires  to  go.    No,  Sir ;  as  we 
now  know,  this  is  not  a  move  for  the 
benefit  of  the  agiicultural  labourer.  It 
is  a  move  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition, 
made  for  two  reasons — in  tbe  first  place,  ' 
to  turn  tbe  present  Government  out  of 
Office.  Well,  I  cau  assure  bon.  and  right  i 


■  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  if  fbe  re- 
I  suit  of  the  division  to-night  should  be 
imfavourable  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment we  shall  accept  the  decision  with- 
out regret.    We  assumed  Office  reluct- 
antly; and  we  shall  leave  it  willingly 
ai  soon  as  we  are  assured  that  we  do  not 
possess  the  support  of  this  House.  Bat, 
Sir,  tbe  success  of  this  Motion  will  have 
another  and  graver  result  than  tbe  defeat 
of  Her  Majesty's  Govemmmt;  and  that 
is  very  well  known  to  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen below  tbe  Gangway  wbo  took 
so  novel  and  remarkable  au  interest 
earlier    tills    evening    in  seouring 
a  divirion  on  tbe  Motion  of  the  bon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  before  Thursday 
next.    Those  hon.  Gentlemen  know  well 
that  the  success  of  this  Motion  will  not 
only  defeat  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
but  that  it  will  also  defeat  the  policy 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
announced  that  they  believe  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  pursue  with  reference  to 
Ireland.    That  result  may  be  grateful 
to  them ;  but  will  it  be  equally  grateful 
to  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site ?  ["  Hear,  hear ! "]  Then  let  Uiem 
undertake  the  difficulties  which  we 
have  had  to  face.    But  this  I  will 
say— if  the  probable  result  of  this  Mo- 
tion be,  as  hon.  Members  io  tiiat  quarter 
of  the  House  desire,  to  plaoe  in  Office  a 
right  bon.  Gentleman  wbo  only  on 
Thursday  last  made  a  apeeoh  in  this 
House  full  of  the  vaguest  possibilities 
with  reference  to  the  future  connection 
of  the  two  Kingdoms,  then  I  do  earn- 
estly and  sincerely  press  on  hon.  Mem- 
bers wbo  value  the  Legislative  Union 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  as 
much  as  we  do  to  think  once,  twice,  and 
thrice  before  they  allow  their  sinoere 
desire  to  promote  tbe  interests  of  tbe 
agricultural  labourer  to  induce  them, 
through  this  vague,  unnecessary,  and 
untimely  Motion,  to  commit  the  future 
of  their  country  to  the  gravest  dangers 
t^t  ever  awaited  the, people  of  ^g- 
land. 

Thb  Mabqttess  of  HABTINGTON: 
Sir,  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  wbo  has 
just  sat  down  bas  called  upon  me  to 
state  my  opinion,  and  the  course  I  shall 
take  on  this  Amendment,  before  the 
Hoiise  goes  to  a  division;  and  I  must 
admit  that,  considering  the  large  amount 
of  attention  which  I  have  been  called 
upon  to  devote  to  the  subject  in  the 
coarse  of  speeohes  to  my  constittteDts 
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some  short  time  ago,  it  is  not  unreaaon- 
able  that  I  should  state,  in  the  fewest 
possible  words,  what  course  I  feel  bound 
to  take.  Kow,  Sir,  I  am  not  going 
into  a  disoasaion  on  the  merits  of  this 
question  at  this  hour  of  the  night.  I 
might  have  been  prepared  to  do  so  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  evening,  or  I 
may  be  prepared  to  do  bo  on  a  future 
occasion.  All  that  I  think  I  need  say  is 
this — that  I  agree  to  a  very  great  extent 
with  much  that  has  fallen  from  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East  Edin- 
burgh (Mr.  Q-oschen) ;  and  I  foel  bound, 
in  consistency  with  the  language  which 
I  used  to  my  constituents  at  the  Election, 
to  oppose  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ip8wich(  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings). 
Sir,  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  "West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Ohamber- 
lain)  has  made  some  observations,  which 
I  think  he  was  peifeotly  justified  in 
making,  upon  the  want  of  consistency 
which  has  characterized  the  statements 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  this  and 
other  matters.  Certainly,  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  recognize  the  statement  which 
has  just  been  made  by  the  right  hon. 
GenUeman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour) 
with  the  statement  made  in  an  earlier 
period  of  the  evening  by  the  right 
non.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  (Mr.  Chaplin).  I 
can  well  understand  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Edinburgh 
can  have  very  little  more  satisfaction  in 
supporting  Her  Majesty's  Government 
than  he  would  hare  in  supporting  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich. 
But  while  I  agree  with  my  right  hon. 
Friend  in  the  course  he  is  going  to  take, 
I  may  say  that  if  there  had  been  time  I 
should  have  put  my  opposition  on  a 
somewhat  lower  and  somewhat  different 

f-ound  from  that  which  he  has  taken, 
have  never  said  that  I  was  opposed  to 
legislation  on  this  subject.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  have  always  said  that  provision 
for  allotments  and  possible  provision  for 
small  holdings  to  be  occupied  by  the 
labouring  cIe^os,  or  by  a  small  class  of 
tenant  farmers,  was  an  object  which 
was  very  much  to  be  desired.  I  have 
said  that  1  desired  that  object  to  be  ac- 
oompliBhed  by  natural  and  self-acting 
means,  and  that  it  was  through  the  ope- 
ration of  those  natural  causes,  freed 
from  all  restraint,  that  I  looked  forward 
with  so  nrach  hope  to  a  better  distribution 


of  the  land  of  this  country.  But  I  have 
never  proposed  or  said  thatthe  operation 
of  the  publio  authorities  must  necessarily 
be  excluded  from  this  question.  I  hare 
admitted  thatthe  oompulsoiy  aoquisition 
of  land  for  various  public  purposes  has 
been  sanctioned  by  various  enactments ; 
and  that,  therefore,  I  was  totally  unable 
to  join  in  the  cry  of  conEscatian  which 
has  been  raised  in  reference  to  this 
question;  and,  further,  that  if  I  were 
satisfied  as  to  the  details  and  the  proper 
constitution  of  the  authorities  to  whom 
such  powers  might  be  safely  entrusted, 
I  was  not  going  to  commit  myself  against 
the  consideration  of  such  questions. 
Therefore,  I  entirely  agree  with  what 
was  said  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  when  he 
stated  that  this  question  was  not  excluded 
from  the  policy  which  was  laid  before 
the  country  by  my  right  hon.  Frifflid 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone). Certainly,  I  have  never  treated 
it  as  excluded,  and  I  have  never  con- 
sidered it  as  excluded.  But  what  I  have 
never  understood  until  this  evening  is 
that  it  was  intended  that  the  Liberal 
Party  should  be  invited,  at  the  first 
assembling  of  Parliament,  to  lay  down 
a  vague  and  wide  declaration  establish- 
ing a  principle  without  having  under 
consideration  the  details  of  the  measure 
by  which  that  principle  is  to  be  carried 
out,  or  tho  character  of  the  authorities  to 
whom  its  execution  is  to  be  entrusted. 
That,  Sir,  is  the  reason  why  I  find  my- 
self unable  to  support,  and  on  the  con- 
trary obliged  to  oppose,  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich,  which 
appears  to  lav  down  a  principle  novel  in 
itself,  and  of  very  wide  extent,  without 
taking  any  security  from  the  House  that 
that  principle  will  be  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  objection  that 
I  have  always  taken  since  this  subject 
has  been  before  the  country  is  that  it 
baa  been  given  a  far  wider  importance 
than  that  which  belongs  to  it.  I  thought 
that  it  raised  too  great  hopes — I  trust 
not  false  hopes — in  the  minds  of  the 
agricultural  labourers  of  the  country. 
I  thought  that  it  led  them  to  think  that 
by  tho  operation  of  Parliament,  acting 
through  some  Local  Authorities  not  de- 
fined and  not  yet  created,  the  prospect 
was  being  held  out  to  them  that  their 
position  was  to  be  definitely  and  per- 
manently improved ;  whereas,  I  beUeve, 
all  great  or  permanent  improvement  in 
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their  porition  is  only  to  be  eflfected  in 
the  same  way  aa  that  of  other  olasaea  in 
this  country  has  been  accomplished — 
through  their  own  exertions,  and  through 
the  increased  and  increasing  prosperity 
of  the  whole  country.  Sir,  I  trust  that 
the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes 
has  within  recent  years — I  am  not  speak- 
ing of  the  last  year  or  two — been  greatly 
improved.  I  believe  that  the  wages  of 
the  agricultural  labourers  have  been  in- 
creased ;  I  believe  that  their  standard 
of  living  has  improved,  and  that  their 
houses  have  also  been  improved.  To 
what  has  all  this  improvement  been 
due  ?  It  has  been  due  to  tbe  increased 
spirit  of  iudependenoe,  to  the  increased 
intelligence  and  power  of  combination 
which  has  been  exercised  by  those  agri- 
ctdtural  labourers,  in  tbe  same  way  as 
the  other  labouring  olasses  throughout 
t^e  country  hare  been  able  to  im- 
prove their  condition.  But  if  you  are 
to  tell  them  that  they  are  to  look 
forward  to  some  other  agency  —  not 
to  their  own  exertions,  or  to  their 
own  power  of  combination,  but  that 
they  are  to  look  to  something  which, 
if  it  is  not  charity,  very  closely  re- 
sembles charity — then,  Sir,  I  am  afraid 
you  will  take  away  from  them  one  of 
the  greatest  inducements  and  one  of  the 
greatest  stimulants  to  exertion  which 
have,  to  a  great  extent,  already  im- 
proved their  condition,  and  which,  I 
believe,  will,  if  left  to  their  full  opera- 
tion, still  further  improve  their  con- 
dition. Well,  Sir,  I  also  attach  great 
importance  to  the  consideration— much 
dwelt  upon  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  GKtscfaen)  to-night — that  the  hopes 
which  were  thus  raised  might  be  doomed 
to  disappointment  of  another  character. 
These  benefits  are  to  be  conferred  on  \ 
the  agricultural  labourers  by  Local 
Authoiities  at  the  expense  of  the  rates, 
or,  if  not  at  the  expense  of  the  rates, 
by  the  investment  of  money  raised  on 
the  security  of  the  rates.  AVhat  gua- 
rantee have  we  at  present  that  even 
if  legislation  of  tbis  sort  be  car- 
ried into  effect  the  representatives  of 
the  ratepayers  will  be  inclined  to  give 
it  any  very  extended  operation  ?  We 
have  already^  in  our  great  intelligent 
manufacturing  towns,  some  experience 
upon  this  point.  The  representatives  of 
the  ratepayers  have  already  the  power 
of  expending  the  rates  for  various  pur^ 
poses  of  publio  improvement ;  bat  Uiey 
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hare  ^own  themselves  extremely  slow 
to  exercise  it.  They  hara  shown  them- 
selves generally  far  more  oareful  of  the 
ratepayers'  pockets  than  anxibua  to 
embark  in  new  and  untried  schemes 
for  the  benefit  of  those  for  whose  interest 
powers  were  granted.  Well,  Sir,  what 
reason  is  there  to  believe  that  very 
similar  results  will  not  happen  in  rurfu 
communities,  and  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  ratepayers,  however  they 
may  be  elected,  will  not  be  very  alow 
in  risking  the  money  of  the  ratepayers, 
which  it  is  their  duty  to  administer  in 
schemes  of  this  sort?  Therefore,  Sir, 
I  think  that  great  disappointment  is 
likely  to  ensue  from  the  comparatively 
limited  operation  which  I  anticipate  any 
scheme  in  this  direction  is  likely  for 
a  very  considerable  number  of  years 
to  have.  I  am  extremely  anxious  not 
to  delay  the  House  upon  this  question — 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  anything 
further  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
I  should  refer  to.  The  House  will  easily 
understand  thai  it  is  not  an  agreeable 
duty,  but  that  it  is,  indeed,  a  painful 
duty  on  my  part,  to  separate  myself 
in  any  degree  from  those  with  whom 
I  have  so  lone  acted,  and  with  whom 
I  hope  to  be  able  still  generally  to  act. 
I  can  entirely  bear  out  what  has  been 
said  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  to-night — 
that  I  have  never  understood  that  the 
advocacy  of  these  measures  was  in  any 
degree  excluded  from  the  policy  of  the 
Liberal  Party.  I  have  alvays  recog- 
nized that  any  Member  of  the  Liberal 
Party  was  free  to  advocate  those  mea- 
sures, and  to  advocate  them  to  the  very 
fullest  extent;  but  also,  in  justice  to 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
East  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Qosohen),  I  must 
admit  that  I  had  never  until  to-day 
understood  that  the  laying  down  of  a 
wide,  a  far-reaching  principle  of  the 
kind  embodied  in  this  Amendment  was 
to  be  adopted  as  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
whole  Liberal  Party.  I  am  anxious  to 
say  that,  iu  my  opinion,  the  whole  of 
this  quostion  depends  upon  the  details  of 
the  proposed  measure.  I  am  anxious  to 
see  tbe  details  of  the  measure,  whether 
it  be  brought  in  by  Her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Government  or  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse 
CoUings).  To  any  measure  dealing  with 
this  question,  from  whatever  qnart»  in 
the  House  it  may  be  introduced,  I  am 
willing  to  give  a  candid  and,  I  hop^  a 
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fair  consideration.  But  certainly,  Sir,  I 
feel  it  would  bo  inconsistent  with,  eveiy- 
thing  which  I  hare  said  upon  this  sub- 
ject during  tho  last  few  months  if  I  were 
to  take  this,  the  earliost  and  the  strongest 
opportunitj  of  which  I  can  avail  myself, 
of  placing  in  tho  Address  in  reply  to  Her 
Majesty's  Gracious  Speech  a  paragraph 
pledging  myself  and  pledging  the  House 
to  the  adopiion.  of  a  principle  without 
having  any  oonception  whatever  of  the 
authorities  by  whom  that  principle  is  to 
be  carried  out,  or  of  the  details  by  ^hiob 
it  is  to  be  administered. 

Oueslion  put. 

The  House  divided  :—Ajea  829  j  Noes 
250:  Majority  79. 
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Smith,  A. 
Smith,  B. 

Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stanley,  rt.  hn.  Col.  F. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  M. 
Sturrock,  P. 
Temple,  Sir  B. 
Tippmg,  W. 
TolUuche,  H.  J. 
Tomlinson,  W.  B.  M. 
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TELLEBS. 

Douglaa,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond,  CoL  W.  H. 


Main  Question,  as  amended,  pro- 
posed. 

TheOHANOELLOE  of  tbb  EXOHE- 
QT7EB  :  Of  course,  Sir,  we  quite  appre- 
ciate the  nature  of  Uie  vote  at  which  the 
House  has  arrived ;  and  I  think  that  the 
proper  course  for  me  to  take,  remember- 
ings that  tiie  ordinary  meeting  of  the 
House  to-morrow  would  be  at  an  early 
hour,  is  to  move  that  the  House,  at 
its  riung,  do  adjourn  until  Thursday 
next 

Me.  SPEAKER:  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  not  yet  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

Thb  OHANOELLORoptheEXOHE- 
QUEB :  Then,  Sir,  I  first  move  the 
^journment  of  the  debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Debate  be  adjourned  till  Thurtday^** 
— {Mr.  Chancellor  of  th$  Meehequort) — 
put,  aud  agreed  to. 

The  chancellor  of  thb  EXOHE- 
QUKR :  I  beg  to  move  that  the  House, 
at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  until  Thursday 
next. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
this  House,  at  the  rising  of  the  House 
this  day,  do  adjourn  tiU  Thurtdayt"— 
{Mr.  Chaneelhr  of  the  .£!r0A«g'»«',)— put, 
and  agreid  to. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  am  afraid  I  am  again  in  fault 
on  a  matter  of  form.  My  intention  was 
to  move  the  immediate  adjournment  of 
the  House.  I  be^  to  move — "  That  this 
House  do  now  adjourn." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  do  now  adjourn."— 
{Mr.  Chaneelhr  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
do  not  see  why  the  House  should  not  go 
on  and  get  through  with  its  ordinary 
Business.  As  we  hare  beaten  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  once  this  evening,  I 
hope  he  will  not  put  us  to  the  trouble 
of  beating  him  again  on  this  qnestioa 
of  adjournment. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  It  appears  to 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  my  recollection 
of  many  cxiticd  votes  in  this  House, 
that  the  course  proposed  to  be  taken  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  is  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  custom  and  the  precedents.  There- 
fore, if  the  Government  feel  that  iu  con- 
eequcnoe  of  the  vote  that  has  been 
arrived  at  by  the  House  it  is  desirable 
that  they  should  examine  their  position, 
it  is  the  uniform  custom  of  the  House 
to  suspend  the  immediate  prosecution 
of  Business ;  and  I  think  that  tho  adop- 
tion of  any  other  course  would  be  incon- 
venient, and  Tould  probably  lead  to 
confusion. 

Question  put,  and  t^reei  to. 

HooM  a4Jo°™ed  at  a  qoarter  after 
One  o'dook. 


{Fourth  Night.'\ 
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EOLTj  of  the  LORDa 
The  LOED  OHANOELLOE  ae- 
quaiotod  the  House  that  the  Clerk  oi 
the  Pajliamepta  had  prepared  aad  laid 
it  on  the  Table  :  The  fiame  vas  (wdered 
tohe printed.  (No.  8.) 

SeTOral  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

SAT  FIBST. 
The  Lord  Houghton,  after  the  death 

of  his  father. 

QUEEN'S   SPBBCH  — HEE  MAJESTY'S 
ANSTTER  TO  THE  ADDRESS. 

Thb  lord  steward  of  the 
HOUSEHOLD  (The  Earl  of  Mottnt- 
Bdoouubb),  in  reporting  Her  Bfftiest^r's 
Ansver  to  Address,  said ;  My  lAras, 
I  am  coiamuide4  bv  thft  Qaeen  to '  de- 
liver to  this  House  the  Graoious  Answer 
which  Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
send  by  me  in  response  to  the  loyal 
Address  unanimously  passed  by  your 
Lordships  ia  acknowledgment  of  the 
Graoious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  The 
reply  is  as  follows  :— 

I  ram  yott  rineetely  for  jxm  loyal  ftnd 
dutifol  Address. 

"  I  rely  with  confidence  upon  your  hearty  co- 
operation and  BBsiBtance  iu  My  endeavoura  to 
advance  tha  heat  inteiests  of  My  Empire,  and 
to  proiuote  the  happiness  aad  prosperity  of  all 
claws  of  My  people." 

I  hard  to  more  that  this  Gr&oioas  Mes- 
from  Her  Majesty  be  printed  and 
circulated  among  your  Lordships. 

Motion  agreed  fo. 

Addre3s  and  Answer  ordered  to  be 
prinkd  andpubUthed. 

PARLIAMENT—  ADJOURNMENT  -  RE- 
SIUNATION  OF  THB  MINISTRY. 

Thb  LOED  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Viscount  Ceawbeook)  :  My 
Ijords,  in  the  abaenco  of  my  noble  Friend 
(the  Marquess  of  Salisbury),  I  have  to 
inform  your  Lordships  that  in  conse- 
quence of  what  has  happened  "else- 
where "  a  commumoatlon  has  been  made 


by  the  Government  to  Her  Majesty.  My 
noble  Friend  has  now  gone  to  Osborne, 
and  has  requested  me  to  move  that 
this  House  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

Motion  affraed  U, 

House  adjoomed  at  half  past  Four  o^clock, 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter  before 
Eteren  o'cisok. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Thurtday,  28t&  JeMWH^,  1886. 


MINUTES.]— Nbw  Mbicbsb  Swobw  —  Tha 
Hon.  Sidney  Herbert, Croydon. 

Several  other  Members  took  and  sub- 
scribed the  Oath. 

PAHtUMBHT — PaiVATB  BTliS. 

<if4«red.  That  the  Chadrman  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Ordera  hare  leave  to 
seek  a  Conference  with  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittoea  of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  the  porpoee 
of  determining  (uodor  Standing:  Order  79)i  in 
which  House  of  Parliameat  tho  respectire 
Private  Bills  should  be  first  considerod,  and  to 
report  tho  same  to  Uie  House.— (5*r  John  Uote- 
irkjf.) 

PARLIAMENT  —  ADJOURNMENT  —  RE- 
SIGNATION OF  THE  MINISTRY. 

TheCHANCELLOE  opthe  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  Michael  Hioks-Beaoh): 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  to  inform  the  House 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  vote  at  which 
this  House  arrived  on  Tuesday,  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers,  at  thoir  meeting 
yesterday,  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to 
address  a  communication  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty, of  the  precise  nature  of  which  it 
is  not  at  present  proper  fur  me  to  in- 
form the  House;  but,  as  the  result  of 
that  communication,  my  noble  Friend 
(the  Marquess  of  Salisbui-y)  has  re- 
ceived Hor  Majesty's  commands  t} 
attend  at  Osborne,  and  he  has  gone 
there  to-day.  It  is  not  possible  for  me 
to  make,  at  present,  any  more  definite 
announcement;  and  it  is  not  likely 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  do  so  to- 
morrow. Therefore,  I  shall  conclude 
with  a  Motion  that  this  House,  at  its 
rising,  do  adjourn  until  Monday.  Of 
course.  Sir,  in  circumstances  such  as 
those  in  which  we  are  noir  placed,  it 
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lias  been,  I  beliere,  almost  the  mvariable 
custom  that  ordinary  Business  should 
not  be  proceeded  vith.  I  think  it  will 
be  obvious  to  the  House  that  we  are 
not  at  present  in  a  poritlon  either  to  be 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  that  Buri- 
neee,  or  to  give  any  satisfactory  or  suffi- 
cient answers  to  questions  that  might 
be  asked  aa  to  the  views  or  intentions  of 
the  Gtovemment.  And  therefore,  Sir, 
although  this  is  a  matter  purely  for  the 
consideration  and  determination  of  the 
House,  if  the  House  should  accept  the 
Motion  which  I  shall  make,  I  shall 
afteTvards  propose  that  the  House  do 
immediately  adjourn.  I  beg  to  move 
that  this  House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjoom 
until  Monday  next. 

Question,  "  That  this  House,  at  its 
rising,  do  adjourn  till  Monday  next," — 
{Mr,  Chanegflor  of  iht  Hxchtjuer,) — put, 
and  a^Md  to. 

The  oh  ANCELLOK  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB :  I  beg  to  move  that  this  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Question.  '*  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn,"— (Ifr.  Chan94Uor  ef  the  E»ch«- 
gwTj) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

HotUM  a^jovrned  aceordinffly  at 
half  after  Four  o  olocic 
till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE    OF  LOBDS, 
Monday^  let  February,  1886. 


Several  Loida— Took  the  Oath. 

FAKLIAMEXT  —  ADJOTTSKIEENT  —  BE- 
SIQNATION  OF  THE  MINISTRY — 
STATEMENT  OF  THE  MABQTIES8 

OF  SALISBTJRY. 

The  MAEaTJEsa  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  I  have  Bioaply  to  state  to  the 
House  what  is  already  very  well  known 
to  jou — namely,  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment—the late  Government— -I  dp 
not  know  what  to  call  it — have  resigned, 
and  that  Her  Majesty  has  been  gra- 
douslyjpleased  to  accept  their  resigna- 
tion, r  understand  that  Mr.  Gladstone 
has  gone  down  to  psborue,  and  has 
undertaken  the  task  of  forming  a  Go- 
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vemment;  and,  undw  the  ciroumatanpes, 
I  have  now  to  move  that  your  Lordships 
do  adjourn  until  Thursday. 

House  acyoarood  at  half  past  Four 
o*61ook,  till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Ton  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  OOUMONS, 
Monday,  lei  f)iiruary,  1886. 


NEW  WRITS. 

For  Galway,  v.  Thomas  P.  O'Connor, 
esquire,  who,  having  been  returned  as  a 
UCembw  for  the  said  Borough  of  Galway, 
and  also  for  the  Borough  of  Liverpool 
(Scotland  Division),  hM  elected  to  ait 
for  the  Borough  of  Liverpool  (Scotland 
Division). 

For  Queen's  Oounty  (Osaory  Divieion)^ 
V.  Arthur  0'Oonn<Kr,  esquire,  who,  having 
been  returned  as  a  KembOT  for  the  said. 
Queen's  County  (Ossory  Division),  and 
also  for  the  County  of  Donegal  (Eastern 
Division),  has  elected  to  sit  for  the 
Oounty  o£  Donegal  (Eastera  Division). 

NEW  MEMBEB  6W0BN. 

The  Eight  honble.  Hugh  Culling 
Eardley  Obilders,  for  the  Burgh  of 
Edinburgh  (South  Divinm). 

PARLIAMENT  —  ADJOURNMENT  —  RE- 
SIGNATION  OF  THE  MINISTRY  — 
STATEMENT  OP  THE  CfHANCELLOB 
OF  THE  EXCHEaXTEK. 

TheCHANOELLOBofthbEXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  Michael  Hioes-Bbaoh)  : 
Sir,  I  have  now  to  state  to  t^e  House 
that  Her  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  accept  the  resignation  of  Her 
Miaisters;  and,  consequently,  we  only 
hold  Office  until  our  Successors  fire  ap- 
pointed. I  have  further  to  inform  the 
House  that  Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  require  the  attendance  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone)  at  Osborne,  and 
that  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
kissed  hands  on  receiving  Her  Majesty's 
commands  to  form  an  Administration. 
At  his  request,  I  beg  to  move  that  this 
House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  until 
Thuraday  next. 
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QnestioD,  "  That  this  House  will,  at 
the  rising  of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn 
till  7»ttr«(fay,"— (Afr.  Chancellor  of  tfu 
^eXfyutfr,)— -put,  and  o^rMtf  to. 

Question,  "  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn," — (  Jfr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
fu«r,)— put,  and  agrwi  to. 

Hoaw  a^onmed  at  half  after  Four 
o'clock  tai  Thursday. 


HOUSE  OF  LOEDS, 
Tufdajf^  2nd  Fehruary,  1866. 


Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial 
Biuittess  csdj. 

HouBe  sdjonmed  at  Four  o'clock, 
to  Ilmraday  next,  a  quarter 
past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF  LOKDS, 
Thurtday,  4th  February,  1886. 


Sereral  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

PARLIAimrr— ADJOURNMENT. 
The  Mabquess  of  SALISBUET  :  My 
Lords,  I  understand  that  it  is  the  wish 
at  tha  House  to  a^onm  until  Monday; 
hut  there  is  Judicial  Business  which 
makes  it  necessary  to  meet  to<morrow  for 
that  purpoao.  I  therefore  move  that 
your  Lordships  now  adjourn. 

Motion  agrMi  to. 

House  adjourned  at  half  past  Foot  o'clock, 
till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Four  o  do^. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
l%undafff  itk  Fehruaryf  1886. 


A  Member  took  luid  subscribed  the 
Oath. 


NEW  WEITB. 

For— 

Edinburgh  County,  e.  Eight  honble. 
■William  Ewart  Gladstone,  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury. 

Derby  Borough,  v.  Bight  honble.  Sir 
William  Yeroon  Haroooit,  Ohanoollw 
of  the  Exchequer. 

Edinburffh  (Southern  Division),  f. 
Eight  honble.  Hugh  Culling  Ewdl^ 
OmlderB,  Secretary  of  State. 

Stirling  District  of  Burghs,  v.  Bight 
honble.  Henry  Campbell-BannermsQ, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Birmingham  ("Western  DiTision),  p. 
Eight  honble.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  Pro- 
sident  of  the  Local  GoTernment  Board. 

Hawick  District  of  Burghs,  «.  J^ght 
honble.  George  Otto  Trerelyan,  Seoretsiy 
for  Scotland. 

Sheffield  Borough  (Brightside  Divi- 
sion),  V.  Eight  honble.  Anthony  John 
Mundella,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

Hackney  Borough  (South  Division] 
V.  Charles  Eussell,  esq^uire.  Attorn^ 
General. 

PARLIAMENT— ADJOURNMENT. 

The  8E0EETART  to  thb  TEEA- 
8UEY  (Mr.  Arnold  MoRLaY) :  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  House,  at  its  rising, 
do  adjourn  until  Saturday  next  at  S 

o'clock. 

8ia  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  Sir, 
I  only  rise  for  the  purpose  of  expressing 
a  hope  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  will,  on  Satur- 
day, be  able,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
House,  to  inform  the  House  on  what 
day  the  Goremment  anticipate  that  tlt^ 
will  be  ready  to  proceed  with  Business. 
I  do  not  ask  that  question  now,  because 
I  expect  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  be 
barmy  in  a  position  to  answer  it. 

Question,  "  Thpt  this  House  will,  at 
the  rising  of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn 
till  Saturday,  at  Three  of  the  clook,"— 
(i&-.  Arnold Morhyf)~-p\it,  andi^rtedto. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn," — (Ifr. 
Arnold  Jfor/tfy,)— put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  a^onmad  at  s  quarter 
before  Five  o'cbuk 
tiaSatnrdqr, 
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HOUSE    OP  LOBDB, 

IHdaif,  5ih  Fthmaryi  1886. 


Their  LordshipB  met  for  Judicial 
Bosinees  only. 

Eoiue  a^onmed  at  a  quarter  before  Two 
o'elook,  to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  00UU0N8, 
SMtwriay,  6<A  Faitntary,  1886. 


The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 

A  Member  took  and  subscribed  the 
Oath. 

NEW  WRITS. 

Jbr— 

Newcastle  uponTyne,  p.  JohnMorlej, 
esquire,  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Leeds  fSoathern  Division),  v.  Bight 
honble.  Sir  Lyon  Playfair,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council. 

Great  Grimsby,  v.  Edward  Heneage, 
esquire,  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
I^ancaster. 

Berwick  County,  v.  Hoable.  Edward 
Marjoribanks,  Controller  of  the  House- 
hold. 

Bedford  Connly  (Southern  DiTision), 
«.  OyrU  Flower,  esquire,  Commissioner 
of  the  Treasury. 

Stafford  County  (North  Western  Divi- 
n<m),  V.  George  Granville  Levesoii 
Gower,  esquire,  Oommissioner  of  the 
Troasury. 

Clackmannan  and  Kinross,  v.  Bight 
honble.  John  Blair  Balfour,  Lord  Advo- 
cate of  Scotland. 

Elgin  Distriotof  Bui^hs,  v.  Alexander 
Asher,  esquire.  Her  Majesty's  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland. 

Banff  County,  v,  Eobert  William  Du£F, 
esquire,  Commissioner  of  the  Admiralty. 

Northampton  County,  v.  Honble. 
Charles  Bobert  Spenoer,  Groma  in 
Waiting." 
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PAELTAMENT— ADJOUKNMENT. 

IttaoUftd,  That  this  House,  at  the  rising 
of  the  House  this  day,  do  adjourn  tiU 
Tkurtday  18th  Februaiy.— (ifr.  Arnold 

House  seamed  nt  a  quarter  before 
Four  o*dook  tfll  Thnnday 
I8th  Febnuoy. 


HOUSE    OF  LORDS, 
Mndayt  Bth  Fdhrum-yf  1886. 


The  Lord  Halsbttbt— Chosen  Speaker 
in  the  absence  of  the  Lobd  Ohanobllob 
and  the  Lobds  Couuibsiokers. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure; 
and  resomed  by  the  Lobd  (£aitokllob. 

LORD  CHANOELLOll. 
The  Earl  GaAMTJLLE  acquainted  the 
House  that  Her  Majesty  bad  been 
pleased  to  create  the  Bight  Honourable 
Sir  Farrer  Herschell,  Knight,  Ijord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  a  Peer  of 
this  Bealm,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Her- 
schell of  the  city  of  Durham,  and  his 
Lordship,  having  retired  to  robe,  was 
introduced  in  the  usual  manner. 

PARLIAMENT— ADJOURNUENT. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE:  Hy  Lords,  I 
beg  to  move  that  the  House,  atitsriung, 
do  adjourn  until  Thursday,  the  ISAl 
instant;  but,  as  there  is  some  Judicial 
Business  to  be  disposed  of,  it  will  meet 
r  that  purpose  in  the  meantime. 

Motion  agrted  to. 

Hoose  adjoamed  at  a  quarter  past  Four 
o'clock,  ^  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Ten  o'cdook. 


HOUSE    OF  LORDS, 
TWnftiy,       Feirmry,  1886. 


Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial 
Businesa  only. 

HonSB  adjourned  at  One  o'elook,  to 
Tbinsday  next,  a  qiiarter  past 
ToBo'duKA:. 
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HOUSE    OF  LOBDS, 
Thwr»ia*/j  Wth  Febntary,  1886. 


Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial 
Business  only. 

Honsa  adjourned  at  a  qaarter  before 
Foar  o'clock,  tiU  To-morrov, 
half  part  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
IHioy^        Febrmty,  1886. 


Their  Lordships  met  for  Jodioial 
Business  only. 

HoQBC  adjourned  at  Foar  o'clock,  to 
liooday  next,  Eleven  o'clock. 


£imwm,  MO 


HOUSE  OF  LOEDS, 
Mondatf,  15th  Febnuay,  18it6. 


Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial 
Busineffi  only. 

House  adjourned  at  Two  o'clock,  till 
To-morrow,  half  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
2\teeday,  16th  Fthmmyt  ISS^* 


The  Lord  Bishop  of  Truro— Took  the 
Oath. 

Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial 
Bofliness  only. 

Honee  adjonmed  at  a  qaarter  before 
Two  o  dock,  to  Thursday  nexi  a 
quaritt  past  Ten  o'clock. 
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THE  MINISTEY 

Of  tiih  Rronr  Howoubabli  WUilAM  EWAET  GLADSTONE,  ' 

As  FOHH£D  OH  AoCEEFTAIfCE  OF  OfFICE  IN  FSBKUABT,  1886. 

THE  CABINET.  " 

Fbst  Lord  of  the  TreaBtuy  (Prime  Miniiter]  Right  Hon.  WtLLtAH  Ewabt  GLAnsTONB. 

Lord  ChATicellOT ......  Right  Hon.  I4>rd  Hbsscukll. 

Lord  President  of  the  Council    ,      .  Right  Hon.  Earl  Spencer,  K.G-. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer     .      .  Right  Hon.  Sir  William  V.  Haucourt. 

SecTctaty  of  State,  Home  Department    .  Right  Hon.  H.  C.  E.  Cuilders. 

SeoretMy  of  State,  Foreign  I^tartment  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Rosbbbbt. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  .      <  Bight  Hon.  Earl  Gbahtille,  K.G. 

Secretary  of  State  for  War       ,      .      .  Right  Hon.  Henky  Camfbell-Eamnsbhait. 

Secretary  of  State  for  India    .      .      .  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Kihberlsic. 

Kirat  Lord  of  the  AtkDiralty      .      .      .  Right  Hon.  Marquess  of  Ripok,  K.G-. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade     .      .  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Mukdella. 

President  of  the  X^ocal  CrOTemment  Board  .  Right  Hon.  Joseph  Ohambbblain. 

^as:rS'4^'D''.^i£n;f !°'} g»ko.  o™  t^™.™. 

Chief  Seeretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant    .   Right  Hon.  John  Moblbt. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET, 
Fi^  ifarahal  Commanding  in  Chief  .      .  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Cambbidob,  K.(i. 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland   .      .      .      Right  Hon.  Earl  of  ABSRDBBir. 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and*^ 

Vice  President  of  the  Committae  of  >■  Right  Hon.  Edwabd  HmnbIob. 

Conncil  for  Agrlcaltore  ...  J 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  (rf  Coim-\  t,.      tt««  a:,         tk  v 

cU  on  Education  /  ^'^^^  Piawaib,  K.O.B. 

^^d^^*""""'     ^"'^       ^''^"''}  Bis"  Hon.  Earl  of  Moblbt. 
Foatmaster  Gmenl  Right  Hon.  Lord  Woltebtoit. 

(SirE.  J.  Bbed,  E.C.B. 
Lovds  of  the  Trtuicy    .      .      .      .    ^  Ctnn.  Flowsr,  Esq. 

^G.  G.  Lkvbbon  Gowbb,  Esq. 

! Admiral  Lord  John  Hay,  Vice  Admiral  Sir  An- 
^ONY  HiLBT  H08KIKB.  Vice  Admiral  Wilsok 
Gbaham,  Rear  Admiral  Jambs  Elfhinbtokb 
Ebbkixb,  and  Bobebt  W.  Dttff,  Esq. 

Joint  S««tarie.  10  the  Trea..^      .  {fr^.^'SS^.^T"' 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty     .      .      .  Joun  Tomlinson  Uibbbbt,  Esq. 

Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade        .      .  C.  T.  D.  Aclasd,  Esq. 

Secretary  to  the  Local  Qovenunent  Board  Jesse  Collinob,  Esq. 

Under  Secretary,  Home  Department      .  Henry  Broadhitrst,  Esq. 

Under  Secretary,  Foreign  Department      .  Jaubs  Brycb,  Esq. 

Under  Secretary  for  Colonies  .      .      .  Bight  Hon.  Gborqb  Osbornb  Mobgah. 

Under  Secretary  for  War  .      .      .      ■  Lewd  Sakdhubjst. 

Under  Secretary  for  India     .      .      ,  U.  Kat-ShdtTlhwobth,  Bi. 

Paymaster  General  

Sorreyor  General  of  Ordnance  W.  Woodall,  Esq. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Department  Hbrbbrt  Gladstonb,  Esq. 

Judge  Advocate  General    ....  Johit  William  Mellob,  Esq.,  Q.O. 

Attorney  General   Charles  Russell,  Esq.,  Q.C. 

Sofidtor  General   Horace  Uatbt,  Esq.,  Q.O. 

SCOTLAND. 

Lord  AdToeaie  Right  Hon.  Johx  Blaib  Balpovb,  Q.0. 

BoHcitor  General  Alexakdeb  Abubb,  Esq.,  Q.0. 
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Chief  Secretaiy  to  tlie  Lord  Idsoteamt     .  Bi^t  Hon.  Jobk  Hobut. 
Attorney  General  .      .            .      .      Saxifbl  Walxeb,  Ebck,  Q.a 
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MUTOTES.]— Prawo  Bra*— Krt*  JImA'iv— 
Women*!  Sofflsge*  (10);  Uisrii^ei  YaU- 
dity*(ll). 

NEW  PEEE. 
Sir  Charles  Henry  Mills,  Baronet, 
having  been  created  Baron  Hilling^on 
of  Huliogdon  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex— ^Was  (in  the  usual  manner)  intro- 
duoed. 

Several  Lords— Took  tiie  Oath. 

BBPBE8BNTATIVE  PESfi  FOB  SCOT- 
LAND. 

The  Olerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery 
delirered  his  certificate  that  the  Earl  of 
Dund<niald  had  been  elected  a  B>epre- 
seniBtire  Peer  for  SootLand  in  ike  room 
of  tibie  Lord  Borthwiok,  deceased. 

POLICY  OF  HEB  MAJESTY'S  GHDVERN- 
MKNT. 
UIHI8TERLU.  STATEICBHT. 

Earl  GRANVILTjB  :  I  am  afraid, 
from  the  large  attendance  and  certain 
intimations  that  have  been  given  in  the 
public  Press,  that  some  of  your  Lord* 
ships  are  expecting  some  very  oom- 
prehensive  statement  from  the  Go- 
vernment as  to  their  policy.  ["  Hear, 
hear!  "]  I  think  that  my  noble  Friend 
who  cheered  that  observation  can  hardly 
be  aware  of  what  the  precedents  have 
been  on  the  subject.  Public  men  have 
often  thought  it  necessary  to  give  per- 
sonal reasons  for  Uie  resignation,  the  re- 
fusal, or  the  acoeptonce  of  Office.  But 
it  is  only  in  a  vety  small  minority  of 
cases  that  ^e  Prime  Minister  —  and 
BtiU  less  his  Beioesentative  ia  the 
Chamber  in  which  he  does  not  himself 
sit— has  made  a  general  statement  of 
the  views  of  the  Qovemment  on  such 
an  occasion  as  this.  It  is  less  necessary 
now  than  in  even  some  of  those  cases, 
from  the  ciroumstanoe  that  the  last 
General  Election,  and  also  the  by-elec- 
tions ^hich  have  since  taken  place,  have 
given  an  opportunity  to  the  Leader  of 
the  Liberal  Party — who  is  now  the 
Prime  Minister— to  take  a  general  view 
in  regard  to  the  polioy  of  that  Party. 
I  will|  however,  gire  to  your  Lordshipa 


a  very  short  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
a  meagre  account  of  the  Government 
Buaiuesa  ia  this  House.   Not  only  that, 
but  your  Lordships  may  excuse  the 
irregularity  of  my  adverting  to  the  same 
subjeot  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment.   Tour  Lordships  may  have  heard 
me  state  on  many  former  occwdons  bow 
desirous  I  have  personally  been  to  pro^ 
vide  measures  of  importanoe  for  the  early 
consideration  of  your  Lordships  during 
the  Sesmon.  You  are,  no  doubt,  aware  of 
the  diffioalties  which  have  presented 
themselves,  not  only  to  me  but  to  my 
Predecessors,  in  that  respect;  and,  in- 
deed, I  have  often  had  to  apply  almost  in 
f/trmd  pauperis  to  the  other  House  that 
measures  might  be  brought  forward  here 
which  it  was  thought,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  might  be  more  advauf^pe- 
oaely  introduced  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.   There  are  one  or  two  small 
Bills,  of  which  I  cannot  give  you  the 
particulars  now,  which  I  trust  my  noble 
Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Lord  Sandhurst)  wilt  produce. 
There  is  the  Bill  with  r^ard  to  Scotch 
Burgh  Police  and  Improvements  —  a 
very  formidabte  Bill,  containing  be- 
tween £00  and  600  clauses,  which  will 
be  immediately  introduced.   I  am  au- 
thorized by  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  say 
that  he  will  introduce  to  your  Lord- 
ships  a   Bill   dealing   with  lunacy, 
which,  as  to  its  main  provisions,  has 
the  great  authority  of  the  Earl  of 
Selbome.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
Mr.  Gladstone  will  make  a  statement 
with  regard  to  Govemmmt  Business  in 
"another  place."    I  need  not  remind 
the  House  that  considering  the  date  at 
whibh  we  have  now  arrived— the  18th 
of  February — ^it  will  require  all  the  Go- 
vernment days  for  the  necessary  finan- 
cial requirements  before  Uie  1st  of 
April.  Then,  my  Lor^,  as  to  the  great 
anxiety  about  Ireland,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  natural  or  reasonable  that  your  Lord- 
ships and  others  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  expect  that  within  10  days 
of  the  formation  of  the  Government 
they  should  produce  out-and-dried  the 
final  measures  with  regard  to  the  bum- 
in^  questions  which  affect  Ireland  at 
this  moment.    I  would  mention  that  in 
J  841,  when  Sir  Robert  Peel  took  the 
Government,  the  repeal  of  the  Com 
Laws  was  the  subject  of  the  hour.  Sir 
Bobert  on  that  occasion  merely  an- 
nounced an  Ammdmettt.  ThatAxaoid' 
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meikfc  TM  k^t  aeoret  until  it  was  de* 
aeribed  fi-ve  months  after  Sir  Bobert 
Peel  had  undrartakea  the  GoTemmfflit. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  think  that  any- 
ene  will  sappose  that  a  few  week*— 
not  montha— «re  too  mueh  for  the  oon- 
sdenUion  by  Hw  Mi^eslfy's  jneeent 
Adviaen  ci  aabatMitial  meaavies  which 
they  may  have  to  intro^ue  with  regard 
to  Ireland — with  r^ard  to  ita  sooial 
state,  with  regard  to  its  crime,  with  re- 
gard to  the  {ttl£lment  of  contracts,  and 
with  regard  to  personal  liberty  of  ac- 
tion. All  these  subjects  will  require  the 
fiUleat  attention,  and  the  time  I  hare 
mentioned  will  not  be  thoc^ht  too  much. 
But  Mr.  QladBtone,  I  believe,  and  I 
hare  reason  to  know,  intends  to  state  to 
tiiB  House  of  Commons  that  it  is  his 
hope  that  after  that  period  he  will  be 
able  to  make  a  statement  as  to  the  oha- 
xactat  of  those  meaenres.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  give  to  the  House 
aay  iwematore  acoount  of  what  those 
measures  may  be.  J.  venture  to  express 
a  hope,  however,  that  your  Lordshipa 
will  forbear  from  thinking  that  it  ia  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  they  should  be 
an  exaet  copy  of  the  lay  figure  which 
was  oreated  yesterday  in  a  neighbour- 
ing hotel — ^which  lay  figure  was  violently 
attacked  by  its  creator.  Perhaps  be- 
fore I  sit  down  I  may  be  allowed  to 
8nn;eet  a  very  humble  hope  that,  con- 
si&ring  the  very  excited  state  of  public 
opinion  on  the  two  different  sides, 
public  men  will  think  it  their  duty  to 
avoid  as  mueh  as '  poeuble  making 
passionate  appeals  to  those  excited  feel- 
ing, and  try,  on  the  contrary,  to  induce 
as  moch  as  po^ible  that  judicial  frame 
of  mindf  which,  I  am  convinced,  is  the 
Bda  ohanoe  of  giving  efficient  considera- 
tion to  the  prouem. 

Thx  MiJtQinaa  07  SALISBURY: 
ICy  Lords,  the  very  interesting  state- 
ment of  the  noble  Earl  with  respect  to 
the  Buraness  of  the  country  amounts,  as 
I  gathm  it,  to  this— till  the  let  of  April 
the  House  of  Lords  will  be  occupied 
with  the  question  of  lunacy ;  and  that 
on  the  lat  of  April  the  Prime  Minister 
will  be  prepared  to  give  an  account  of 
his  policy  with  respect  to  Ireland.  The 
occasion  and  the  subject,  I  suspect,  will 
be  found  to  be  well  suited.  The  noble 
Earl  defends  the  singularly  meagre,  as 
he  admits,  account  of  the  intentions  and 
policy  of  tiie  Qovemment  by  telling  us 
that  at  the  General  Election  the  Leaders 
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of  the  Liberal  Farfy  had  an  opportunity 
of  stating  befoxa  the  counfaty  what  their 
policy  was.  But  a  good  many  things 
have  happened  since  the  General  Elec- 
tion. At  the  time  of  the  General  Eleo- 
tion  the  two  Ijeaders  of  the  liberal 
Partj  were  Mr.  Gladstcme  and  tite  Mar- 
qnesB  of  Hartington.  Sinoe  the  General 
Election  we  have  seen  a  Government 
formed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  of  which  the 
Marquess  of  Hartington  does  not  form 
a  part.  The  noble  Earl  must  admit  that 
that  is  a  very  interesting  circumstance ; 
and  that  it  is  sustained  by  the  further 
fact  that  upon  the  Bench  opposite 
we  no  longer  see  the  familiar  figure 
of  the  late  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty (the  Earl  of  Northbrook) ;  that  the 
Woolsack  is  occupied  by  a  very  distin- 
guished but  a  different  occupant ;  that 
the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Derby),  who 
has  sat  on  more  sidee  of  the  House  than 
one,  is  no  longer  found  upon  thatBench 
— in  fad^  that  many  changes  and  many 
defieienoies  may  be  noticed  in  the  pha- 
lanx that  is  opposed  to  us.  It  ia  natural 
for  ua  to  ask,  then,  have  thoae  thinga 
happened  by  accident?  Is  it  a  mere 
accident  of  destiny,  or  is  there  any  change 
in  the  opinions  which,  among  theLeaders 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  were,  at  the  Gene- 
ral Election,  understood  to  be  the  policy 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  which  has  caused 
this  division  in  their  ranks  ?  It  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  doubt  that  the  repre- 
sentations which  were  made  to  the  people 
of  England  at  the  time  of  the  Gencnral 
Election  of  the  policy  of  the  Leaders  of 
the  Liberal  Party  no  longer  represent 
the  facta  as  they  exist.  And  we  have 
further  matter  for  disquietude.  Figorea 
have  been  joined  to  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment— the  Badical  Govemmant — which 
were  never  seen  there  befnre,  especially 
in  that  matter  of  Ireland.  You  suppose 
fixnn  thoae  who  are  appointed  to  govern 
Ireland  that  their  opinions  have  some 
relation  to  the  future  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  must  be  taken  as  indi- 
cating the  path  which  the  Government 
intefids  to  pursue.  Well,  I  do  not  mean 
to  deduce  any  inferences  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen ;  but 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  is  a  Gentleman  who  has 
never  concealed  his  opinions — a  Gen- 
tleman whose  opinions  are  of  the  very 
strongest  kind,  and  were,  only  two 
monus  ago,  supposed  to  be  held  in 
reprobation  by  both  Parties  in  the 
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State.  Wbea  ve  Bee  Hie  extraordi- 
nary  phenomenon  of  this  (Gentleman 
responsible  noT  for  the  government  of 
Ireland,  nttjoff  in  the  same  Oabinet 
with  the  late  viceroy  of  Ireland,  who 
was  supposed  to  represent  specially  the 
support  of  the  Unum  between  the  two 
oountries — ^when  you  see  such  a  pheno- 
menon as  that,  surely  we  are  entitled  to 
ask  for  some  better  satisfaotion  than  to 
be  referred  to  the  1st  of  April  for  the 
explanation  of  the  eztraorclinary  cir- 
cumstance. Somebody  must  have  re- 
nounced the  opinions  of  his  life.  We 
wish  to  know  who  it  is?  We  wish  to 
know  whether  we  are  to  look  to  the  former 
opinions  of  Mr.  U orley,  or  to  the  former 
opinions  of  the  nobleEarl  CEarl  Spencer), 
'as  indicating  the  path  along  which  the 
GK)Temment  mean  to  go?  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Earl  referred  to  the  precedent 
of  Sir  Eobert  Peel.  In  the  first  place, 
the  alteration  of  the  Oom  Laws  in  1842 
is  scarcely  to  be  treated  as  a  matter  of 
the  same  intense  and  vital  moment  as 
fhe  Union  which  insures  the  integrity  of 
the  British  Empire.  But  we  must  say 
something  more.  Sir  Itoberfe  Peel  had 
been  for  years  in  Opposition.  He  had  had 
no  opportuni^  of  studying  the  circum- 
stances and  the  facts  on  which  a  finan- 
cial policy  must  be  founded.  Those 
noble  Lords  opposite  have,  on  the  other 
hand,  been  for  years  in  Office.  They 
have  not  been  absent  from  Office  except 
for  a  brief  period  of  repose.  They  come 
back  after  seven  months,  and  they  tell 
us  that  this  subject  is  to  be  put  off  till 
the  Istof  April.  It  is  one  which  has  occu- 
pied their  days  and  their  nights  in  medi- 
tation. Will  they  not  lift  up  a  comer 
of  the  veil ;  will  they  not  give  us  a  hint 
of  the  direction  in  which  their  medita- 
tions tend  ?  My  Lords,  they  are  treating 
Parliament  with  singnlar  levity;  thOT 
are  treating  the  publio  interests  wim 
singular  levity,  if,  instead  of  deter- 
mining in  the  formation  of  a  Oovem- 
meot  what  shall  be  the  great  main  lines 
of  their  policy,  they  put  into  one  rpom 
men  differing  in  every  possible  direction 
on  the  main  subject  of  the  day,  and 
trust  to  the  chances  of  discussion  to 
furnish  them  with  a  policy.  I  will  only 
say,  in  conclusion,  that  not  only  is  it 
FarKament  that  is  treated  badly,  but 
this  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death  to  Ire- 
land. While  yon  are  putting  off  matters 
to  the  Ist  of  April,  everv  social  interest 
is  j  eopardized  in  Ireland.   Property  has 
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become  unsaleable,  business  cannot  be 
oonducted,  men  wiU  not  trast  men,  and 
no  one  knows  what  the  fntore  is  to  be. 
In  spite  of  tiiie,  and  while  all  this  is 
going  on,  the  Qovemment,  simply  be- 
cause they  have  ohosen  to  assume  Office 
\rithoat  an  agreement  on  the  elementaxy 
lines  ctf  the  polity  they  are  to  porsue, 
bid  ns  wait  to  see  what  chance  will  give 
us  in  six  weeks  for  the  policy  of  tbe 

Empire.   

Ths  Eakl  op  OAMPERDOWN  said, 
that  he  conld  not  help  stating  tiiat  the 
remarks  made  upon  his  side  of  the 
House  by  the  noble  Earl  (Eari  Gran- 
ville) were  unsatisfactory.  He  did  not 
expect  that  the  noble  Earl  would  come 
down  and  make  a  comprehensive  state- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Qovemment 
with  regard  to  their  policy ;  but  he 
had  thought  it  likely  that  in  refer- 
ence to  the  great  question  of  Irdand 
— the  one  question,  indeed,  that  was 
before  the  country  —  something  more 
would  have  been  said.  He  had  expected 
that  time  would  be  asked  for  presenting 
a  measnre ;  but  be  did  not  expect  that 
the  subject  would  be  passed  over  so 
lightly  by  the  noble  Earl,  and  that  they 
would  be  told  it  conld  not  be  brought 
before  their  Lordships  for  snch  a  long 
time  as  the  Ist  of  April.  They  must 
consider  what  had  happened  sinoe  1880, 
during  which  period  the  present  Minis- 
ters had  been  in  Office,  with  one  interval 
of  six  months.  Mr.  Oladstone  had  made 
statements  that  he  had  given  Ireland  the 
most  anxious  and  earnest  attention — 
that  he  had  been  considering  the  state 
of  that  country  night  and  day — and  now 
the  Government  asked  to  pos^ne  all 
questions  in  reference  to  Ireland  till  the 
Ist  of  April,  and,  perhaps,  for  a  much 
longer  period.  Let  them  but  considw 
the  position  as  it  affected  Ireland,  this 
country,  and  Parliament.  Business  in 
Ireland  was  entirely  at  a  standstill,  and 
would  remain  so  until  some  measure  was 
brought  forward  dealing  witili  the  mat- 
ter. Administration  was  at  a  standstill, 
and  it  must  be  until  it  was  known  what 
was  to  be  the  plan  of  future  administra- 
tion. Parliament  was  in  a  state  of 
anxious  suspense  and  expectation,  and 
it  must  be  until  they  knew  the  plans  of 
the  Gttvemment.  This  anxiety  on  their 
part  was  the  very  reverse  of  unreason- 
able. It  was  only  natural  and  right; 
it  was  their  duty  to  be  anxious.  He 
would  not  enter  into  details;  b«t  &e 
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flt^ementi  wluoh  had  been  made  by 
Ur.  Gtadsione  were  of  a  very  vagae 
duTftoter,  aad  they  would  oomprehend 
idmoBt  any  chaise  iaUie  adminiBtntionof 
Lreland  &om  an  ind^endeat  Paili  ament 
down,  to  some  leater  meaaure  of  Home 
Bole.  Then  it  was  notorious  from  the 
statements  of  the  Press  that  the  other 
Ministers  did  not  hnow  what  the  in- 
tuitions of  Ur.  GHiadBt<me  were.  There 
were  discrepancies  between  the  state- 
ments of  Mr.  Gladstone  and  those  of 
other  Ministers.  It  was  said—  and  it 
might  be  admitted — that  inquiry  was 
zteoessary  with  regard  to  what  was  to  be 
done  in  Ireland;  but  Mr.  Morley,  a 
persoaal  friend  of  his,  tfst  whom  he  had 
the  highest  personal  respect,  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  the  virtual  Buler  of  Ire- 
land, had  moat  decided  opinions  about 
which  ^ere  was  no  mistake  whatever, 
and  this  inquixy  would  be  condooted,  in 
a  great  measure^  under  his  guidance. 
Did  not  that  fact  seem  to  prqudge  the 
inquiry?  Then  Mr.  Panbsll  ai^  his 
Party  had  made  no  concealment  of  what 
they  expected  to  be  the  outcome  of  this 
moTement;  they  had  stated  distinctly, 
witlun  the  last  few  days,  that  they  ex- 
pected a  Farliment  to  be  set  up  in 
Dublin.  In  these  circumetanoes,  was  it 
-unreasonable  that  they  were  in  a  state 
of  great  anxiety  and  suspense,  and  that 
they  were  most  anzioDS  to  hear  the  Mi- 
niaterial  statement  ?  AU  would  hope  that 
they  would  see  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
m.ake  it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
for  every  day  of  delay  would  increase 
tiie  ^fficultiee  of  tJie  position  of  that 
coimtry. 

LoBD  ASHBOUBNE :  I  waited  after 
the  noble  Eail  resumed  his  seat  in  the 
hope  tha^  the  noble  Earl  who  not  long 
ago  was  the  Bepresentatire  of  the  Que«i 
in  Ireland  (Earl  Spencer)  would  rise  and 
state  what  his  views  were  in  regard  to 
Ireland.  No  doubt  it  is  true  that  a 
new  Government  is  entitled  to  considera- 
tion ;  but  tiiere  are  others  who  are  en- 
titled to  consideration  as  well,  including 
this  House  and  the  public  opinion  of  the 
conntry.  When  we  are  referred  to  the 
Election  addresses  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister  and  other  Ministers  foran  indi- 
eatkm  of  their  policy,  it  is  forgotten  that 
many  things  have  happened  ainoe  those 
addresses  were  delivered ;  and  there  are 
many  tilings  oontained  in  those  addresses 
which  imperatively  require  explanation 
at  the  earliert  posnble  mosieat  Xhe 


Prime  Minister  indioatod,  ia  hit  Electa 
address,  that  Ireland  required  the  con- 
sideration of  three  most  important  ques- 
tions— namely,  sodal  order,  the  Land 
Laws,  and  loiial  gOT«mmeat.  I  know 
full  well,  as  an  Irishman  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  Ireland,  that  land  diffi- 
culties lie  at  the  root  of  much  of  the 
diseontent  and  disorder  of  Ireland ;  and 
therefore  I  would  welcome  any  sugges- 
tion which  would  indicate  Bomethina^like 
a  resolute  intention  on  the  part  of  any 
Government  to  grapple  with  that  diffi.- 
oulty ,  so  as  to  settle  it  on  the  lines  of  j  us- 
tice  and  of  fairness.  The  Government,  in- 
deed, might  well  have  asked  for  some 
time  before  they  should  be  called  upon 
to  submit  a  measure  for  its  solution.  I 
would  make  the  same  admission  with 
referenoe  to  local  goveram«it.  But  I 
note  this  extraordinary  fact— that  in  the 
statement  of  what  we  are  to  be  told  on 
the  Ist  <tf  April  the  noble  Earl  (Eail 
Granville)  did  not  intimate  that  any 
statement  would  be  made  then,  or  at  any 
other  time,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  reference  to  local  government. 
He  intimated  that  on  the  1st  of  April 
we  were  to  bo  told  something  of  what 
the  Government  intended  in  refer- 
enoe to  social  order,  to  crime,  intimi- 
dation, and  personal  liberty.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  omission  was 
intentional  or  accidental  on  the  part 
of  the  noble  Earl ;  but  it  is  extra- 
ordinary that  he  used  the  ezpressioa 
more  than  once  that  the  questions  re- 
lating to  It^and  are  burning  questions, 
and  tnere  are  no  questions  more  burning 
at  this  time  than  those  he  omitted.  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  some  ez;^lana- 
tion  how  it  is  that  a  Cabinet  constituted 
like  the  present,  Emd  having,  I  assume, 
Bomepoint  of  agreement,  will  apply  them- 
selves to  the  work  of  embodying  their 
point  of  agreement  in  a  Bill.  I  have 
read  the  speeches  of  publio  men  on  both 
aides  in  this  question,  and  those  who 
have  had  to  deal  with  the  government 
of  Ireland  are  entitled  to  have  their 
words  keenly  and  jealously  scrutinized. 
Mr.  Trevelyan  has  been  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  lieutenant,  and  now  occu- 
pies a  high  position  in  the  present  Go- 
vernment. He  is  a  trained  literary 
men;  and,  speaking  with  much  and 
avowed  deliberation,  and  with  all  the 
weight  of  his  experi^ioe,  he  used  these 
remarkable  words  on  the  31st  erf  De- 
oember  last— 
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"  Tbdfe  ii  on^  point  irhidi,  im  the  oomniB 
CMitroTSTnei,  pQlmo  mfin  ought  to  flx  qnite 
clearly  in  their  minds ;  and  that  is  that,  as  far 
AS  law  and  oider  and  Uie  peace  of  the  countiy 
U*  oaneenied,  there  i»  no  half-way  house  be- 
twsBB  enttre  Mpaxation  and  abaoloto  Imperial 
omtK^" 

Now,  tiuB  Btatem«nt  comes  not  only  fh>m 
a  late  Chief  Seoretary,  but  from  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  existing  Oabinet.  It  ia  the 
BtatemMit  of  l^e  trosted  Friend  and  poli- 
tical Oolleagne  of  the  noble  Earl  oppo- 
site (IWl  Spencer).  I  think,  at  all 
events,  we  are  entitled  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion— Does  that  statement,  made  bo  de- 
liberately, represent  the  views  of  the 
OoT«mment,  or  only  those  of  Mr.  Tre- 
Velyan,  which  he  is  at  liberty  to  act 
upon  when  he  thinks  proper  by  with- 
drawing from  the  Government  at  his 
own  convenience  f  Mr.  Trevelyan  also 
said— 

"  But  to  np  the  name  and  oatward 
femhlance  of  a  Union  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  put  into  the  hfuidi  of  the  enemies  of  that . 
Umon  fall  Ikenoe  to  Jraep  Inland  in  disorder 
ia  a  p^Uoy  which  I  do  not  think  will  oom- 
naad  itaetl  to  those  who  best  know  the  coun- 
try." 

This  is  the  last  quotation  I  will  make 
fnoa  the  speeches  to  which  we  have 
been  n&rred  by  the  noUe  iBarl  as 
beW  an  explanation  the  views  of 
tibe  OovenuDMit  BuflKciei^  to  exonerate 
him  from  the  necessity  of  making 
any  further  statement  on  the  subject. 
I  put  this  question  before  your  Lord- 
ships and  the  oountiy.  Do  these  words 
BOW  represeat  the  settled  convictions  of 
the  present  Qoverument?  If  they  do 
not,  in  what  respect  do  th^  fall  short 
of  them ;  and  in  what  respect  do  the 
present  Qoverament  reserve  to  them- 
adves  the  right  of  a  partial  examina- 
tion ?  My  own  belief  on  tiiese  subjects 
is  known  to  your  Lordships.  I  believe 
that  to  satisfy  the  Famellite  demands 
would  be  fatal  to  the  best  interests  of 
t^s  country^,  and  destructive  of  the  in- 
terests of  £he  loyaii  minority  in  Ireland. 
This  wovld  be  to  the  Empire  a  lasting 
diflgmoe  and  a  pwrniment  didionour. 
AwBiaing  that  (m  the  lAnd  and  local 
goveniment  questions  the  Government 
weee  entitled  to  ask  for  time  to  formu- 
late their  woposale,  does  the  same 
excuse  apply  to  that  s^at,  living, 
auxioufl  question  now  really  bo  acute  in 
!b*elaadT~the  queslioa  of  social  order  ? 
The  oxitiQisms  made  noble  Loorda  op- 
posite on  the  paoagwph  of  Qiadoos 

iMrd  Aahhowme 


Majesty's  Speech  framed  by  the  late 
Gtovemment  dealing  with  the  position 
of  Ireland,  was  that  it  did  not  go  fax 
enough-~^iat  it  was  not  sufficiently  dear 
and  predse.  That  was  the  point  of  the 
critieUm  of  the  present  Government, 
who  were  then  in  deposition.  noble 
Friend  the  tiien  Bnme  Minister,  and  my 
right  hon.  Friend  Sir  Mioha^  Hieks- 
Beach,  the  then  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Oommons,  a  few  days  after,  in  the  clearest 
and  plainest  way  indicated  what  was  the 
intention  of  the  late  Government  with 
refwence  to  this  urgent  and  pressing 
question  of  the  restoration  of  social  order. 
The  present  Gt>veniment  knowing  the 
exact  position  of  affairs,  Mr.  Gladstone, 
joined  by  Mr.  Pamell  and  his  followers, 
promptly  turned  out  the  Gtovemment. 
The  responsibility  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, having  elected  to  turn  out  the 
late  Government  directly  on  the  state- 
ment as  to  the  actual,  immediate  neces- 
sity of  prompt  action  being  taken  to  put 
down  crime,  fikwik  intimidation,  and  re- 
store social  oxdnr,  ia  a  responnbiMty  that 
cannot  be  defenred  five  or  six  weeks. 
The  qnestdon  ia  aonte;  it  is  one  that 
most  be  settted  and  met  by  something 
like  an  adequate  statement.  I  read  this 
morning  a  speech  which  was  quite  re- 
cently made  on  the  occasion  of  the  debate 
on  the  Address  by  the  noble  Earl  the 
Lord  President  of  the  Oounoil  (Earl 
Spencer).  How  did  the  noble  Earl  then 
describe  the  position  of  Lrdandf  He 
said — 

"  I  greatly  fear  that  the  condition  of  Ireland 
with  regard  to  intimidation  and  'Boycotting  '  is 
more  serious  than  it  has  erer  heen  hefcare ;  and 
if  this  be  so,  I  maintain  that  it  has  increased 
ten-fold  or  a  hundred-fold  unce  I  had  the 
responfflbility  of  the  Irish  Ooremment." 

Those  were  grave  and  weight;^  wwds ; 
they  wwe  tiie  words  of  a  Minister  en- 
titled to  speak  with  great  authori^  on 
the  subject.  I  ask  this  question  now, 
and  I  am  entitled  to  an  answer.  Can  it 
be  said  that  the  condition  of  Ireland  has 
improved  since  tiie  noble  Eari,  less  than 
a  lostnij^  ago,  uttered  those  words? 
Is  that  a  state  of  facts  which  is  urgent — 
aoutdy  urgent — which  must  fill  every- 
one desirous  of  seeing  Ireland  truiquU 
and  calm  with  great  imd  increasing 
anxiety ;  and  is  that  a  state  of  foots 
which  can  be  ptrt  aside  until  the  1st  of 
April,  and  until  the  Government  have 
made  up  their  mind  as  to  how,  if  at  all, 
tlugr  would  deal  vUh  the  question? 
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TKeift  WM  no  mutake  as  io  the  attitnde 
of  the  late  CtorarameDt  on  this  question. 
They  found  in  many  parts  of  Ireland 
that^  ihf  Iftir  of  the  Nationsl  Leaf!:ae, 
whiehsuiotioned intimidation  and  "Boy- 
cottittgr,"  vaa  so  powerful  that  unless  it 
vu  ohmked — and  pran^%  oheaked— it 
would  beoome  in  those  ustriots  more 

S>we>fal  than  the  Goremment  of  the 
neen .  The  late  Ministers  decided  that 
the  Government  of  the  Queen  ehonld  pre- 
vail. What  is  the  positicMi  of  the  pr^ 
sent  GoTemment  ?  They  s^  they  will 
keep  in  suspense  the  decision  as  to  whe- 
ther, the  (Government  of  the  Queen  is  to 
prevail  or  not.  That  is  a  very  serious 
matter.  Is  there  any  possibility  of  a 
doubt  that  intimidatiDn  does  prevail  so 
widely  that  it  has  beoome  a  soandal  and 
a  disgraoe  to  the  country?  The  noble 
Earl  said  that  the  intimidation  is  greater 
than  ever  it  was  before.  If  he  knows 
that,  does'not  his  own  Oabtnet  believe 
him  f  If  they  did,  why  is  it  that  they 
are  to  wait  five  or  six  weeks  to  find  oui 
what  is  the  state  of  the  case?  Tho 
statement  of  lAto  noble  Earl  (Earl  Gran- 
ville) has  left  us  not  in  the  dark,  but 
in  an  aonte  fog:.  The  only  light  I 
have  been  able  to  get  is  from  the 
remarkable  docum^t  addressed  by  Ifr. 
(Uadstone  to  "My  dear  Lord  DeYesci" 
— one  of  the  most  singular  transEus- 
tione  that  ever  ocourred  in  a  civilized 
country.  Has  any  of  your  Lordships 
read  that  remarkable  production  with 
a  clear  understanding  as  to  what  it 
is  intended  to  convey?  What  is  its 
meaning  ?  As  a  speoimen  of  elaborate 
oOBStn^ion  and  never-ending  sentences 
it  is  a  marvel.  It  is  a  general  invita- 
tion to  all,  whether  well-informed  or  ill- 
informed,  to  write  letters  to  the  Prime 
Ifintster  for  all  time.  I  ventdre  to  ask 
yma  LordsfaipB  was  there  ever,  stoee  Cton- 
stitiztional  QoTerament  was  established 
in  this  conntry,  suoh  a  method  adc^ted 
by  a  Premier  for  obtaining  information 
to  guide  the  deHberations  of  the  re^n- 
sible  Ministers  of  the  Orown?  The 
Prime  Minister  invites  oommunioations ; 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  never 
uses  a  substantive  without  a  qualiffing 
adjective,  and  he  therefore  invites  free 
ommnmiicatians  of  views.  But  he  in- 
vites free  communication  of  views  with 
tiiis  qnalifioation— that  he  wonld  Hke 
tiiffln  to  he  views  whidi  wonld  be  most 
likely  to  snpply  fiill  and  authentic  know- 
ledge bb  to  vluitin  Aeirish  itf  (he  IdA. 
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people.  Where  has  (he  Prim©  Minister 
been  for  the  last  five  or  six  years,  and 
where  have  his  Oolleagues  been  ?  The 
Prime  Minister,  having  invited  these 
letters^  saying  that  he  'would,  like  to 
have  these  views  and  anthentic  informa- 
tioo,  tays  tikat  much  as  he  would  lik# 
the  views  he  wonld  highly  value  in^ca- 
titms.  Now,  "  indioationa  "  is  a  curious 
woi^.  They  may  mean  anything,  uidl 
am  tempted  to  suggest  that  they  may 
mean  nothing.  But  the  right  h<m. 
(il^ntleman  goes  on  again  to  give  some 
kind  of  clue  to  the  hind  of  indications 
which  he  would  value.  He  says, 
"espedally  if  they  go  to  the  heart  of 
the  question  before  us."  Now,  can  any 
of  your  Lordahips  suggest  what  is  the 
meaning  of  this  ?  I  have  read  it  with 
ever-increasing  admiration  and  wonder; 
and,  I  would  ash,  have  the  present  Go- 
vernment no  knowledge,  have  they  never 
considered  this  question  for  themselves  ? 
I  see  upon  the  Government  Bench  two 
noble  Lords  who  have  been  Lord  lieu* 
tenants  of  Ireland ;  and^ere  are  aim  in 
the  Cabinet  two  Ministers  of  ability  and 
experience  who  have  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  OMef  Secretary ;  and  it  Is  simply 
trifling  with  the  nation  at  this  time  df 
day,  with  these  means  of  knowledge  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Govomment,  to  write 
such  a  document  as  that  written  by  the 
Prime  Minister.  What  were  the  present 
G^ovemment  in  Office  five  years  for  if,  at 
this  moment,  -fhey  are  to  be  considered 
as  tyros  who  know  nothing,  who  are 
incapable  of  learning  anything  from 
one  another,  and  who  appeal  to  some- 
body for  "indications  whi<^  go  to  the 
heut  of  the  question  ?  "  There  is  some 
method,  after  all,  in  this  prooedure  of  the 
Prime  Minister.  Does  it  not  look  very 
likethe  " old  Irandspaning-for time?'** 
Under  ovdinsiry  oiiottmstances  I  wonld 
make  no  objection  to  time  b^ng  taken ; 
but  this  is  sot  s  junotnre  when  yon  can 
play  fast  and  loose  with  the  position  of 
affairs  in  Ireland.  If  I  were  a  suspicious 
man  I  would  hazard  the  sugsvetinn  that 
the  caution  uid  re^eeuce  ox  the  noble 
Earl  on  this  subject  are  those  of  a  man 
who  was  not  sore  that  he  had  anything 
to  disclose,  or  whether,  if  he  said  any- 
thing, he  would  not  ofilsnA  one-half  of- 
his  (Jolleagues. 

Ea»i  GKANVILLE  !  I  rise  to  give 
an  explanation.  I  will  only  say  that  I 
feel  bound  to  resist  the  teinpta:tion  given 
by  the  noUe  Mar^uMs,  Muk  stm  mor»  1^ 
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the  noble  and  learned  LorJ.  What  I 
wish  to  do  ia  to  remoTO  an  impression 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
seemed  to  gather  from  the  words  which 
I  used.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what 
those  wofds  were ;  bnt  what  I  wished  to 
convey  was  that  the  Government  did  not 
concentrate  their  attention  on  the  ques- 
tion of  repression  or  coercion  in  Ir^aud. 
WhAt  I  stated  was  that  the  Ooremment 
were  dealing  wit^  the  whole  Irish  Ques* 
tion ;  and  on  the  wh.ole  Irish  Question 
they  intended  to  make  a  statement  in 
what  appeared  to  them  to  be  a  very 
short  time,  considering  the  gravity  and 
importance  of  the  subject. 

TflE  Eabl  op  MILLTOWN:  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  whether 
"  Homo  Bute  "  will  ctnne  within  "the 
whole  Irish  Question?" 

[No  reply.] 
DISTURBANCES  IN  THE  METROPOLIS. 

QUESTIONS.  OBSEUYATIOKS. 

The  Earl  op  LIMERICK,  in  rising 
to  call  attention  to  the  unprotected  state 
of  the  streets  on  Monday,  8th  Febnia^, 
although  it  was  well  known  that  dis- 
turbances had  been  threatened ;  and  to 
ask  what  instruoUoDs,  if  any,  had  been 
given  to  the  police ;  and,  further,  whe- 
ther any  proceedings  have  been  or  will 
be  taken  against  persons  who  incited  to 
disturbance,  and  who  threaten  further 
and  rerolutiooary  disturbances  in  the 
future  when  they  are  better  prepared  ? 
said,  that  the  events  which  disgraced 
the  Metropolis  on  Monday  were  so 
well  known  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
lay  them  at  any  length  before  their 
Lordships.  It  would  not  be  proper  for 
him  to  go  into  the  incitements  to  dis- 
turbance which  were  made  vse  of  by 
certain  persons,  as  that  matter  was  now 
being  investigated  in  a  Oourt  of  Law. 
Their  Lordships  were  all  aware  that  a 
meeting  was  held  in  Trafalgar  Square 
on  the  8th^  instant ;  and  in  alluding  to 
that  meeting  he  would  express  an 
cmtnion,  which  was  probably  shared  by 
their  Lordships,  that  those  who  con- 
vened that  meeting,  and  the  greatpropor- 
tion  of  those  who  took  part  in  it,  were 
altogether  innocent  of  the  offences  which 
were  afterwards  committed.  It  was 
evident,  too,  from  the  fact  that  the  sub- 
scriptions for  the  relief  of  the  unem- 
ployed still  continued  to  pour  in,  that 
tfaA-pnblio  were  able  to  disorimlttate  be- 
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tween  genuine  working  men  and  those 
agitators  who,  with  the  assistance  of  tho 
criminal  classes,  worked  so  much  mis- 
ohief  in  tiie  West  End  on  Monday  week. 
FreviouB  to  then,  there  had  been  meet- 
ings of  Social  and  Democratic  Olubs, 
at  which  the  announcement  had  been 
made  of  the  intention  of  making  a  de- 
monstration; and  he  should  imagine 
that  tiiose  facts  must  hare  been  known 
to  the  police.  He  wfwinformedon  good 
authority  that  on  the  Thursday  previous 
the  police  were  assured  that  certain 
persons  were  getting  up  a  meeting  in 
Trafalgar  Square ;  that  they  ezp^ted 
to  be  able  to  maintain  peace  at  that 
meeting;  bnt  that  they  anticipated  dis- 
turbances on  the  part  of  certain  peraons 
who  were  going  to  interrupt  it ;  and 
that,  althoDgh  they  thought  there  would 
be  peace  at  the  meeting  itself,  they 
could  not  be  answerable  for  disturb- 
ances in  the  streets.  The  meeting,  when 
it  took  place,  promptly  divided  itself 
into  tn-o  parts,  and  one  of  the  sections 
of  the  crowd  was  addressed  in  violent 
language  by  several  agitators,  and  was 
asked  to  prepare  themselves  for  a  ornsado 
against  the  rich.  Excited  by  this  lan- 
guage, they  proceeded  to  parade  through 
the  streets.  At  first,  little  damage  was 
done;  but,  gaining  courage  from  im- 
punity, they  broke  windows,  rifled 
shops,  and  attacked  carriages,  not 
sparing  even  ladies,  and  one  lady  at 
least,  he  regretted  to  hear,  was  seriously 
injured.  For  two  hours,  apparently, 
there  was  no  interference  on  Uie  part  of 
the  police,  nor  any  attempt  to  put  this 
violent  conduct  down.  Now,  he  put  it 
to  their  Lordships — and  he  had  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  the  crowd  in  the 
early  part  of  its  career—whether  at  the 
first  start  from  60  to  1 00  police  might 
not  have  prevented  any  dama^  what- 
ever ?  Why,  then,  when  this  crowd 
was  seen  leaving  Tra&dgar  Square,  was 
it  not  stopped  ?  Why,  during  its  pro- 
gress through  tlie  streets  for  two  hours, 
was  there  nothing  done  ?  Surely  it  did 
not  take  all  that  time  for  the  Metro- 
politan Police  to  get  together  100  or 
200  men.  Why,  again,  was  it  that  the 
first  check  given  to  the  mob  was  in  Ox- 
ford Street,  that  check,  too,  being  ad- 
ministered by  a  few  police  who  were 
got  together  on  the  spot,  and  who  were 
not  collected  through  any  central  order 
from  Scotland  Yard?  After  all  that 
had  happened  one  -was  boood  to  oon- 
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eider  the  consequenoes.  There  was  ooa- 
siderable  destruction  of  property ;  'h^t 
that  was  not  the  worst  feature.  By  far 
the  worst  featnre  was  the  disturbance  of 
trade  and  business  which  oeourred,  and 
the  belief  which  the  mob  might  entertain 
thaty  having  had  that  impunity,  they 
would  bare  impunity  also  <m  future 
oocauons.  It  remained  to  be  oooeidered 
vho  vas  to  bittme.  Thwe  was  no  doubt 
tiiat  Fariiament  looked  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  as 
the  man  who  bad  the  control  of  the 
police.  It  was  his  duty  to  see  that  the 
police  did  their  duty.  They  were  in* 
formed,  on  good  authority,  that  a  De- 
partmental Committee  had  been  formed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  those 
riots,  and  that  the  head  of  that  Oom- 
mittee  was  the  Home  Secretary  himself. 
Well,  it  could  soaroely  be  supposed  that 
the  Committee  would  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Home  Secretary  himself; 
nor  was  it  to  be  expected  that  that  right 
bon.  Gentleman  would  conviot  himself 
before  the  Committee  over  which  he  was 
called  upon  to  preside.  The  Commit- 
tee would  merely  come  to  a  dedsiou 
whether  his  saborainates  had  properly 
discha^ed  thmr  duty.  But  that  was 
not  n^oient,  nor  oould  it  relieve  the 
Home  Office  of  responsibility  for  pre- 
serriog  &e  peace  and  security  of  the 
lleiropoUs.  He  trusted  they  would  not 
be  referred  to  the  Beport  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  a  complete  answer,  but  would 
be  told  whether  any  instructions  to  the 
police  bad  emanated  from  the  Home 
Office ;  and,  if  so,  what  those  instruc- 
tions were  ? 

Viscount  MIDLETON,  who  had  a 
Kotioe  to  the  same  eifeot  on  the  Paper, 
and  asking  what  precautions  would  be 
taken  in  mtnre  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  similar  outrages,  said,  be  wanted  to 
have  a  clear  statement  whether  any  in- 
formation Irom  the  police  reaohed  ilie 
B^nne  CW&oe  as  to  the  probable  oharao- 
ter  and  outcome  of  the  demonstration  ? 
He  ventured  to  think  that  no  satisfactory 
answer  could  be  given  by  any  such  Com- 
mittee as  bad  been  appointed  by  the 
Home  Office.  What  was  wanted  was 
an  independent  inquiry  as  to  how  the 
Home  Office  acted  in  the  matter.  They 
all  knew  the  peculiar  views  entertained 
by  the  present  Home  Secretary  (Mr. 
Ghildexs)  as  to  the  class  of  persons  to 
whom  the  police  should  be  entrusted  in 
the  Sister  Isle,  fie  belwred  that  had 


it  not  been  for  the  lawlessness  which 
prevailed  on  the  other  side  of  St.  Ceorge's 
Channel  there  would  have  been  little 
disturbance  '  in  the  Metropolis.  He 
should  like  to  know — and  the  House 
bad  a  right  to  the  information-— whether 
tiie  police  authorities  had  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Home  Office  what  were 
the  dangers  and  perils  of  allowing  tiiese 
demons&ations  to  take  place  in  the 
middle  of  so  orowded  a  city  as  the  Me- 
tropolis ?  Sir  Biohard  Hayne,  he  knew, 
entertained  very  strong  opinioas  upon 
the  subject ;  and  he  should  like  to  heu 
whether  the  Government  had  arrived  at 
any  very  distinct  conclusion  as  to  per- 
mitting them  in  the  future  ?  The  fact 
that  it  was  possible  for  men  to  be  hustled 
and  robbed,  for  women  to  be  insulted, 
little  children  stoned,  and  shops  sacked 
within  a  couple  of  hours  in  some  of  the 
most  erowded  and  busiest  thoroughfares 
of  the  greatest  city  in  the  world  would 
scarcely  be  considered  satisfactory  by 
reasonable  men,  or  propwly  accounted 
for  by  those  responsible  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  public  order.  It  had  been  said 
that  au^  gatherings  afforded  a  safety- 
valve  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  by 
enabling  them  to  express  their  opinions 
freely ;  out  since  the  Beform  Bill,  and 
now  that  London  abounded  with  large 
halls,  where  the  utmost  freedom  of 
speech  could  be  indulged  in,  there  was 
really  no  occasion  for  out-door  demon- 
strations. The  only  two  purposes  which 
they  could  possibly  serve  were  intimida- 
tion and  obstruction.  This  latter  was 
most  undoubted ;  for  hours  before  and 
after  such  demonstrations  had  taken 
place  the  thoroughfares  were  thronged 
by  an  excited  and  sometimes  angry 
crowd,  business  waa  oftentimes  sus- 
pended, perforce,  representing  a  very 
serious  money  loss  to  many  ^o  could 
ill  afford  to  submit  to  it,  and  those  per- 
sona who  were  in  the  habit  of  using  the 
streets  forlegitimatepurposea  were  com- 
pelled to  travel  by  anotW  route.  He 
entirely  agreed  that  the  outrages  of 
Monday  week  last  were  not  the  work  of 
the  honest  working  man,  but  were  per- 
petrated mainly  by  the  criminal  class. 
He,  for  one,  waa  not  sorry  that  these 
things  had  happened.  Sooner  or  later, 
he  was  certain  that  the  weakness  of  the 
Home  Office  on  this  particular  subject 
would  meet  with  some  severe  lesson ; 
and  his  only  wonder  was  that  it  had  not 
beenmcoe  aevere.  He  hoj^  that  now 
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the  (Jovernment  would  not  only  be  irise, 
but  wise  in  time,  and  would  give  assur 
ances  to  the  House  that  they  coneidered 
themaelveg  respousible  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  law  and  order  in  the  Metropolis, 
and  that  they  would  use  such  means 
and  measures  as  would  prevent  for  the 
future  such  things  as  ooonrred  to  the 
disgrace  of  London  last  Monday  week. 

LoBD  DORCHEST£R  said,  he  wished 
to  give  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
some  information  which,  even  if  they 
were  in  possession  of  it,  th^  might, 
perhaps,  be  reluctant  themselves  to  give 
to  their  LordahipB.  He  hod  that  very 
day  seen  a  letter  from  tbeoonntry,  dated 
January  29,  in  which  it  was  positively 
stated  that  riots  would  occur  on  Febru- 
ary 8,  and  that  the  intention  of  the  mob 
was,  in  the  words  of  the  letter,  "to 

Slunder  the  squares  and  pull  down  the 
lubs."  He  thought  that  that  prophecy 
bad  been  pretty  well  fulfilled,  for  a 
mora  melancholy  Bpectacle  he  had  never 
seen  in  any  country  than  the  West  End 
presented  last  week.  He  believed  he 
VBfl  ^ght  in  saying  that  there  was  a 
lai^e  TOrce  of  police  in  a  garden  not 
very  far  from  Staflford  House,  and 
another  body  in  a  courtyard  near 
Arlington  Street,  tbougb  for  what 
spedai  purpose  was  best  known  to  them- 
selves; and  the  Inspector  in  charge  of 
the  latter  body,  Vhen  appealed  to, 
simply  said  "  he  knew  his  duty  and  had 
received  his  instructions."  "What  the 
latter  "were  he  did  not  say ;  but  they 
certainly  appeared  not  to  be  to  protect 
the  public  streets.     There  was  one 

foliceman  at  Mr.  Ghilders's  residenoe  iu 
"iccadiUy,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  other  Ministers  were  equally  well 
guarded — and  that  tliat  solitary  con- 
stable was  instrumental  in  prevent- 
ing a  lady  being  turned  out  of  her 
brougham  by  some  sharp  practitioner. 
There  was  hardly  a  place  whicb  af- 
forded  such  facilities  for  putting  away 
large  bodies  of  men  as  did  the  vici- 
nity of  Trafalgar  Square ;  but  with 
the  exception  of  the  policeman  he 
had  referred  to,  and  two  sentries  at  the 
War  Office,  who  effectnally  protected 
like  glass  of  that  establiwment,  not 
one  single  attempt  at  protection  ap- 
peared to  have  been  made.  The  mis- 
chief done  their  Lordships  had  probably 
seen  ;  but  it  was  a  mere  trifle  compared 
to  the  moral  humiliation  that  oame 
from  the  Aiot  that  sueh  {ttoeeedings 

ViteowU  MidUton 


should  be  possible  in  a  country  Hke 
this.  The  Home  Secretary,  he  tiwngbt, 
could  hurdly  have  been  less  instructed 
upon  the  matter  tlwa  the  lady  who 
wrote  the  letter  on  the  29th  of  January. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  say  on  whom 
should  rest  the  blame  fbr  the  inaction  of 
the  police ;  but  he  wished  to  observe, 
with  reference  to  the  poeitian  whioh  the 
Home  Secretary  filled  in  the  Ootut  of 
Inquiry,  that  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
oould  hardly  be  expected  to  oeosure 
himself.  It  was  like  a  court  martial,  of 
wbieh  the  President  waa  trying  himself, 
and  mi^t  end  in  the  engineer  being 
"  hoist  mth  his  own  petard." 

VisoouNT  O^NBBOOK  obeerved, 
that  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite (Lord  Dorchester)  raised  a  ques- 
tion which  was  very  important,  and 
that  was  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Childera  himself  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  ocm- 
duot  of  the  authorities.  Against  that 
he  must  protest  as  being  opposed  to 
precedent  and  reason  and  justice.  He 
did  not  at  all  impugn  Mr.  Cbilders's 
Committee ;  but  it  was  obvious  that  the 
first  question  which  would  be  asked  of 
any  penon  coming  before  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  whether  orders  ware  or 
were  not  sent  ftom  the  Home  Office  ? 
At  any  rate,  tfae  oondnot  of  the  Hkmie 
Office  might  immediately  come  into 
question.  It  might  be  a  proper  pro- 
ceeding for  the  Home  Secretary  to  in- 
quire, as  between  himself  and  the  police, 
whether  they  had  fulfilled  his  orders, 
and  if  not  why  not  ?  That  was  properly 
a  departmental  inquiry ;  but  what 
the  publto  really  wanted  to  know 
was,  whether  it  was  possible  that  tho 
streets  oould  again  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  riotous  mob  as  upon  that 
and  other  oooaaiona?  He  trusted  that 
the  noble  Lord  who  represented  the 
Home  Office  (Lord  Thurlow)  would  be 
able  to  say  that  there  would  in  this,  as 
in  former  inetanoes,  be  an  ind^tendent 
Oommission  appcnnted  to  investigate  tiie 
whole  ciTOunutauceB  of  the  ease.  An 
investigation  of  that  kind  shoald  be 
held  in  the  interests,  of  the  working 
olasses  themselves,  in  order  that  they 
mig^t  be  cleared  of  all  oomplioity  in  tho 
outrages  that  were  committed.  He  be- 
lieved most  eamestiy,  from  having  seen 
the  mob  when  it  began  its  outrages  at 
i^e  Carlton  Olnb,  that  it  did  not  r^«w- 
wnt  in  aoyeeaae  the  vnem^yed  people 
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of  the  Metropolis.  Its  eharaotw  was 
quite  dxfFerent,  and  it  was  swelled  by 
some  of  the  worst  charaoters  in  London. 
In  justice  to  those  who  had  been  in- 
jured,  to  the  working  men.  who  had 
been  misrepresented,  and  to  the  public 
at  large,  an  independent  Connuiiaion 
ooght  undoubtedly  to  be  appointed. 

IiOBD  STAKLET  of  ALDERIiET 
said,  he  wished  to  ask  if  Her  Majesty's 
Ghirezamentwonldlayonthe  Table  of  the 
Hoass  a  oopj  of  the  police  orders  making 
noeoMny  aaaagemisnte  with  regard  to 
the  meeting  in  Xrafialgar  Square  on 
Monday  the  8th  instant;  also,  if  suoh 
arAera  were  submitted  in  the  6rst  in- 
rtanoe  jbr  approval  to  the  Home  Secre- 
taiy,  or  issaed  on  the  sole  responsibility 
of  the  Ohief  Oommissiouer  of  Police? 
He  bdiered  that  much  unmerited 
obloquy  had  been  heaped  upon 
Edmand  Henderson,  and  that  oootLand 
Tard  had  been  made  a  scapegoat  for  the 
Home  Office.  Although  by  a  Statute  of 
Qeoarge  IV.  the  Chief  Oommissioner  of 
Folioe  was  under  the  orders  of  the  Home 
Office,  yet  during  his  long  tenure  of 
that  Office  Sir  Biobaxd  Mayne  had  been 
TirtnallyindepeDdent  of  the  Home  Office, 
and  responsilue  for  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Metropolis;  butsinoehisdeath,  andespe- 
dally  dnoe  Sir  WilUun  Harooart  had 
bem  Hraie  Seoretary,  the  Home  Office 
had  been  encroaditng  oonttaaonsly  upon 
ike  prorinoeof  the  ehief  police  au&oii> 
ties,  and  bad  instituted  a  new  depart- 
ment in  the  Home  Office  for  the  maaage- 
ment  of  the  police.  Not  very  long  ago, 
in  Westminster  Hall,  on  the  oeoasion  of 
the  presentation  of  awards  to  the  con- 
stables who  were  injured  by  the  dyna- 
mite expk)sion.  Sir  William  Hiiroourt 
pnUicIy  declared  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  was  the 
head  of  the  police.  The  Ohief  Oom- 
misdoner  had  tiins  been  taught  to  ex- 
instruotians  on  all  critical  occasions 
Hxe  H(Hne  Office,  and  this  par^yzed 
the  action  of  the  Chief  Oommissioner. 
H»  Majesty's  Ministem  ooght  to  be  made 
avaie  diat  they  lay  under  auspidoo,  of 
•onaxTaaae  wiu  w  riots ;  (me  of  thmr 
Oollsagnea  (Mr,  OhamberlaiD)  had  used 
language  wfaioh  was  as  mndk  an  iaeite- 
meni  to  riot  as  the  laognage  used  by 
the  leaders  o/  the  mob  in  Trafalgar 
Sqnare ;  an  erenii^  newspaper  had  an- 
nouced,  four  days  before  ttie  evMit,  that 
sn  attack  would  be  made  ca  the  Gubs ; 
aod  maahu  iaiomad&fm  had  h§eD.  eon- 


veyed  tixrough  other  ohannels  to  the 
Home  Office  some  hours  before  the  riot. 
There  was  another  public  expectation, 
wbioh  had  been  disappointed — namely, 
the  resignation  of  the  Home  Secretary 
after  the  ealamities  of  Monday  the  8th, 
and  that  of  some  others  of  the  Ministers. 
Lord  Hertington  had  set  a  high  example^ 
and  Sir  Henry  James  had  set  a  still 
higher  one.  The  next  best  thing  to  de- 
olming  to  joia  an  unsound  Administra- 
tion would  be  to  retire  from  it  now  that 
they  had  seen  their  Colleagues'  wonls 
translated  into  deeds.  The  conduct  of 
Her  Msjesty'sMiniatenwas  bearingout 
a  saying  of  Tacitus — "  Couimmi  /mm 
dMpiei  virCutM,"  which  meant  that  if 
they  bad  so  little  regard  for  their  repu- 
tation as  to  associate  with  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain, they  must  be  expected  to  despise 
the  virtues  whicb  were  the  outcome  of 
obedience  to  the  Ten  Commandments. 

LoBC  FITZGEEALD  said,  he  also 
wished  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  a 
very  practical  question— namely,  were 
they  prepared  to  compensate  those  suf- 
ferers whose  property  had  been  stolen 
or  injured  by  me  rioters,  inasmuah  as 
those  losses  were  the  consequence  of  the 
default  of  one  or  other  of  the  public 
B^artments?  A  century  and  a-half 
ago  the  Boyal  Guards  BueoessfuUy 
quelled  the  riot  in  Salisbury  Court  be- 
tween  the  Tories  and  the  Whigs;  and 
their  soooess  on  that  occasion  might 
have  induced  the  auUiorities  to  have  re- 
oourse  to  their  sftrrioes  on  the  8th  iustant. 
It  would  be  well,  if  the  police  did  not 
interfere  on  such  oooasiona,  that  there 
should  be  some  interference  by  the 
military  auUiorities.  If  the  people 
whose  property  had  been  damaged  were 
not  oempensB^ed  by  the  Government 
they  would  get  no  redress  at  all,  for  it 
was  a  delusion  to  suppose  that  legal 
action  would  assist  them.  In  the  exut- 
ing  condition  of  the  law  he  was  con- 
fid^t  that  if  £1,000  oould  be  reoorered 
from  the  Hundred  it  would  be  done  at 
the  cost  of  £3,000  or  £4,000  in  law  ez- 
penses.  He  believed  that,  in  this  case, 
nine-tenths  of  the  property  in  question 
had  been  stol«i ;  and  although  the  re- 
maining tenth  might  poasiMy  bs  re- 
oorered, it  would  only  be  xecorered 
uudw  circumstances  that  would  make 
the  {woceeding  insufferably  unjust,  and 
at  a  eost  of  four  times  the  amount  ob* 
talned.  When  the  pcaotaoe  oi  bdding 
the  Hundred  liable  for  damage  of  that 
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kind  first  origiiuited  &ere  was  no  police, 
no  police  tsx,  no  atandiiuf  Army,  and 
no  Home  Secretary ;  and  in  those  days 
it  might  hare  been  just  to  call  on  the 
Hundreds  to  foe  their  own  police  and  to 
protect  thonaelres.  But  the  oircum- 
stances  now  wore  wholly  changed,  and 
an  action  against  the  Hundred  in  such 
a  case  would  be  as  unfruitful  and  un- 
wise as  it  would  be  entirely  unjust. 
The  police  tax  was  now  represented  not 
by  thousands  or  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds,  but  by  millions  of  money ; 
and,  he  asked,  should  a  law  which  was 
made  at  a  time  when  there  were  no 
|K^ce,  and  when  the  policy  of  the  law 
was  to  make  the  Hundred  police  iteelf, 
be  allowed  to  continue  at  a  period  when 
erery  householder  paid  his  quota  to  the 
great  police  and  military  forces  kept  up 
for  the  public  protection?  If  the  law 
was  sonnd,  end  maintainable  on  sound 
principles,  he  would  suggest  to  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
Boxk  that  it  ought  to  be  made  simpler. 
But  if  it  was  unjust  and  unsound,  and 
could  not  be  maintained  on  principle,  it 
should  be  swept  from  the  Statute  Book'; 
and  if  compensation  was  given,  it  ought 
to  be  given,  not  at  the  expense  of  the 
Hundred,  but  from  the  public  finances. 

LoKD  THUELOW  said,  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  place  before  their  Lord* 
ships  as  succinctly  and  as  olearly  as  he 
oouldi  on  behalf  of  the  Home  Office,  the 
statement  of  facts  as  they  stood  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  Home  Bepartment. 
At  the  outset,  he  desired  to  say  that  he 
was  extremely  glad  that  those  Questions 
had  been  pnt  by  noble  Lords  that  even- 
ing. It  was  difficult,  he  thought,  to 
imagine  any  question  that  could  be  more 
worthy  of  the  careful  consideration  of 
Parliament  th&n  the  scenes  which  oc- 
curred in  the  streets  of  that  Metropolis 
last  Monday  week.  It  was  impossible 
to  imagine  a  subject  into  which  it  was 
more  important  to  have  a  careful,  minute, 
and  searching  inquiry,  and  on  which  it 
was  more  important  to  re-assure  the 
public  mind.  That,  at  any  rate,  was 
the  view  taken  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion ;  and  he  oould  assure  their 
Lordships  that  Mr.  Ohilders  had  not 
only  couited  and  challenged,  but  would 
insist  on  the  moat  seardhij^  iaqoiry  into 
all  the  oiieumstanoes  which  had  been 
y^ured  to,  imd  whieh  had  resolted  in 
mdi  griemiu  loaa  to  inaooe&t  and  pea«e* 


fulcitizois.  He(lK»rdThiirlow>didiioi 
complain  of  the  terms  in  which,  the  Qoea- 
tions  had  been  put  by  noble  Lords  on 
both  sides  of  the  House.  In  his  hnmble 
opinion,  if  there  ever  was  a  snbjeot  on 
which  it  was  fitting  to  use  strong  las- 
guage,  and  to  express  just  indignation, 
it  was  with  reference  to  ciroumstanoes 
such  as  those  that  they  were  now  deal- 
ing with.  Their  Lordships  were  aware 
that  it  was  not  till  Saturday,  the  6th  of 
Februai^,  Mr.  Childers  received  irom 
Her  Majesty  the  Oueen  at  Osborne  the 
Seals  of  t^e  Home  Office.  Mr.  Childers 
did  not  return  to  London  that  day  until 
past  7  o'clock,  and  he  did  not  on  that 
evening  visit  the  Home  Office.  On 
Sunday  he  did  not  go  to  the  Home  Office ; 
it  was  not  uustomary  for  the  Home  Se- 
cretary to  do  BO.  The  permanent  offl- 
ciab  would  sot  have  been  tiiere;  and 
the  nsual  practice  was  followed  on  that 
occasion  as  to  forwarding  to  the  Home 
Seoretarj's  residence  the  Home  Office 
and  other  Oabinet  boxes  containing  de- 
spatches on  matters  of  urgency.  Those 
boxes  were  received  at  the  Home  Secre- 
tary's private  residenoe  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, and  his  right  hon.  Friend  examined 
their  contents.  They  contained  no  allu' 
uon  or  referoioe  whatever  to  the  meet* 
iag  which  was  anticipated  to  take  place 
on  the  following  day.  On  Monday,  the 
day  of  the  riots,  Mr.  Childers  went  to 
the  Home  Office  and  got  there  at  11 
o'clock.  It  was  his  first  appearance  at 
the  new  Office  that  had  been  entrusted 
to  his  care ;  and  it  was  his  first  duty  to 
make  himself  pttsonally  ac<^uainted,  not 
only  with  the  current  busmess  of  the 
Department,  but  with  the  Tarions  offi- 
cials representing  the  heads  of  that  De- 
payment.  He  accturdingly  conferred  with 
those  Qentlemen,  and  examined  into  the 
current  business  of  ^e  Home  Office. 
The  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  (Sir  Edmund  Henderson) 
called  upon  him  at  1  o'clock  iu  the 
afternoon.  The  first  inquiry  which  Mr. 
Ohilders  made  of  Sir  Edmund  Henderson 
was  whether  he  had  taken  ample  pre- 
cautions in  reference  to  the  meeting  that 
was  then  about  to  take  place  in  Trafalgar 
Square?  That  gentieman  replied  that 
he  had  takea  ample  precautions,  and 
more  than  he  would  otherwise  hare 
done  had  it  not  been  that  at  that  mo- 
meottheOorecnmenthad  ehangedhttids. 
Mr.  Ohilders  farther  aaked  Sir  fidauuid 
HeiMtoBion  ^he&m  he  had  taken  imto 
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oonsicleratioa  the  daDgwona  obaracter 
of  the  mob  tbat  might  be  gathered 
toge4h«r?  The  latter  replied  that  the 
matter  bad  been  oarefoUj  considered 
both  by  Sir  B.  Assheton  Gross,  the  out- 
going Home  Secretary,  and  himself, 
and  tbat  ample  provision  had  been 
made ;  tbat  the  police  on  duty  had  been 
doubled  in  the  Square  itself  and  in  the 
sorrounding  streets  ;  and  that  a  body  of 
660  constables  iroald  be  held  in  reserve 
in  Scotland  Yard.  In  addition  to  that, 
the  Chief  Commiasioner  of  Police  in- 
formed Ur.  Ohilders  that  the  Office  of 
Works  had  made  an  examination  of  the 
hustings  which  had  been  prepared  in 
Trafalgar  Square,  from  which  the  orators 
were  to  address  the  mob.  The  erections 
had  been  found  Bubstantially  constructed, 
and  were  not  likely  to  prove  a  source  of 
danger  in  any  way,  by  removal  or  other- 
wise. He  therefore  ventured  to  say  that 
it  was  perfectly  clear  tbat  at  that  time — 
half-past  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon — 
Hr.  Ohilders  had  certainly  ample  reasons 
to  feel  convinced  tbat  all  proper  pre- 
eantirais  had  been  taken.  Mr.  Ohilders 
remained  at  the  Home  Office  the  whole 
of  that  day,  with  the  exception  of  one 
brief  interval  of  about  an  hour  in  the 
middle  of  the  day.  It  was  not  xutil  a 
quarter  betos«  7  o'dook  in  the  evening 
uiat  the  first  official  intamation  reached 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  that  the  riots 
had  taken  place.  [LangUtr.']  It  was 
quite  true,  as  had  oeen  statod  in  The 
Timtn  by  a  writer  signing  himself  "One 
who  knows,"  that  Mr.  Ohilders  did  re- 
o^vealetter  about  So'dock  fromaf  riend, 
stating  that  disturbances  h  ad  taken  place. 
Immediately  after  receiving  that  letter, 
Mr.  Ohilders,  of  course,  commucicated 
with  the  police  in  Scotland  Yard ;  but  it 
WAS  not  until  a  quarter  to  7  o'd.ock  that 
special  information  reached  him  as  to 
the  chuacter  of  the  riots  which  had 
bceurred.  The  moment  that  inf  ormation 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  (Jenueman  he  oommnnioated  with 
the  War  Office,  with  the  Adjutant 
General  of  the  Army,  and  inatrnotioDB 
were  at  onee  ^ven  to  the  various  oom- 
mandere  of  troops  in  Londou  in  ttie 
difTerent  barracks  to  have  the  men  in 
readiness  to  turn  out.  Instructions  were 
also  ^ren  to  provide  for  the  attendance 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace  at  the  barracks, 
if  their  services  were  required.  Hav- 
ing taken  those  precautions,  Uie  next 
mattw  -wbioh  oalled  for  the  atteatiw 


of  the  Home  Secretary  was  the  question 
of  taking  proceedings  against  the  prin- 
cipal persons  who  had  incited  the  mob 
in  Trafalgar  Square,  and  who  were  re- 
sponuble  for  the  disastrous  consequences 
which  followed.  Mr.  Ohilders  lost  no 
time  in  consulting  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Grown  and  other  hi^h  offlcialB  on 
tbat  point.  Their  Lordships  were  awaro 
that  this  was  a  question  which  was  by 
no  means  so  simple  or  so  easy  of  solu- 
tion as  was  generally  supposed  by  the 
uninitiated.  It  was  a  question  which 
required  careful  weighing  and  considera- 
tion before  a  Minister  could  arrive  at  a 
knowledge  whether  the  evidence  that 
might  be  brought  forward  would  bo 
sufficient  to  secure  a  conviction.  The. 
delay  which  occurred  before  the  legal 
steps  were  taken  could  not  be  held  to 
be  otherwise  than  beneficial.  The  re- 
sult of  the  consultation  with  the  I>aw 
Officers  of  the  Crown  was  that  sum- 
monses were  issued  for  sedition  against 
four  of  the  principal  speakers— Hynd- 
man,  Bums,  Williams,  and  Champion. 
The  sununonses  were  issued  on  Satur- 
day night,  and  made  returnable  on 
Wednesday  morning.  On  Wednesday 
morning  those  persons  submitted  to 
their  summonses  at  Bow  Street;  and, 
as  their  Lordshiin  were  aware,  the  ordi- 
nary conrae  of  the  law  was  now  being 
proceeded  with,  and  they  must  leave 
Uie  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  proper 
legal  authorities.  Their  Lordships  also 
knew  that  the  Home  Secretary  imme- 
diately afterwards  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  most  carefully  into 
all  the  oircumstances  of  the  case ;  and 
in  connection  with  that  point  he  (Lord 
Thurlow)  could  not  agree  with  what 
bad  been  said  by  the  noble  Viscount 
opposite  (Viscount  Oranbrook),  that  it 
was  an  extraordinary  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  Home  Secretary  to  preside 
over  that  Committee.  Taking  into  con- 
sideration the  circumstance  that  the  Go- 
remment  had  only  then  assumed  Office, 
and  the  assnianee  of  the  Ohief  Commis- 
sioner of  Police  that  ample  waoautions 
had  been  taken  after  consultation  with 
the  late  Home  Secretary,  he  oould  not  seo 
tliat  Mr.  Ohilders  was  impUoated  in  any 
way  in  the  matter ;  and  it  was  only  right 
and  proper  that  he  should  undertake  Ac 
arduous  doty  of  preddiog  over  the  busi- 
ness of  that  Committee.  Hecalledtohis 
aid  four  Gentlemen  in  whom  he  beliered 
the  country  would  place  ooofidense— 
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Iiord  "Woloeley,  Lord  Edivard  Cftvou- 
diefa.  Sir  Hanrj  Holland,  and  Mr. 
IRitoliie.  Tlieae  Oentlomen  had  been 
attending  from  three  to  four  hours  at 
the  Home  Office  irom  day  to  day  ever 
since.  They  bad  taken  a  great  deal  of 
evidence,  and  had  examined  a  great 
many  witnesses,  and  had  not  yet  arrived 
at  the  close  of  their  examination.  It 
was,  however,  autioipated  that  they 
would  arrive  at  the  conclusim  of  their 
labours  before  many  days  were  over. 
Their  Beport  would  contain  recommen- 
dations vmich  would  be  those  not  of  the 
Home  Secretary  himself,  but  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee,  the  responsi- 
bility of  acting  on  the  recommendations 
resting  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Home 
Secretary.  The  Committee  would  re- 
port to  Parliament  in  a  few  days;  and 
be  thought  their  Lordships  would  agree 
with  him  in  thinking  that,  pending  the 
result  of  the  Beport,  it  would  be  pre- 
mature to  pursue  the  discussion  further. 
Her  Majesty's  Gloyernment  recognized 
that  it  was  the  first  and  essential  duty 
of  a  Government  to  protect  life  and  pro- 
perty, and  maiutaiu  order  in  the  streets 
of  tbe  Metropolis.  Her  Majesky*a  do- 
vernment  had  taken  ample  precautions, 
in  their  opinion,  to  iasure  the  fulfilment 
of  that  requirement,  and  they  would  not 
relax  their  endeavours  in  that  direction. 
The  peace  of  London  was  in  the  hands 
primarily,  no  donbt,  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police,  a  force  which  was  seoond  to  none 
in  the  world  for  efi^ent^.  It  was  a 
force  which  was  admirably  officered  by 
able  and  gallant  men.  It  was  also  suffi- 
ciently lai^e  in  numbers  for  tiie  per- 
formance ox  any  duty  it  was  likely  to  be 
called  upon  to  discharge.  The  Police 
Force  bad  at  its  back  the  armed  Faroes 
of  the  Crown,  which  could  be  called  out 
at  a  moment's  notice.  The  police,  more- 
over—as did  not  appear  to  be  generally 
recognized — had  perfect  independence  of 
action,  and  could  act,  and  would  act  if 
required,  with  vigour  and  rapidify*  with- 
out any  previous  oonaultation  with  the 
Home  liepartment.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary for  the  police  to  get  instructions 
from  the  Home  Office.  The  Obief  Oom- 
missioner  of  the  Police,  in  oases  of 
urgency,  acted  on  hie  own  authority, 
and  reported  afterwards.  In  oondnston, 
he  (Lord  Thurlow)  wished  to  re^assure 
their  Lordships  and  the  country  ^ene- 
rall^  that  the  Government  bad  no 
anxiety  as  to  the  future ;  but  thc^y  would 
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not  relax  their  endeavours  to  preteDt 
any  recurrence  of  those  lamentable  and 
lawless  events  to  wlnob  the  attention 
of  their  Lords^s  bad  so  propwly  been 
called. 

Earl  FOETBSCUE  fsaid,  that  the 
speech,  they  had  just  listened  to  was  of 
an  unsatisfactory  nature.  As  a  former 
Bej^resentative  in  two  ParliamraUs  ot 
one  of  liie  largest  Ms^K^litan  cossti- 
tnenoies,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Metropolitan  Commission  of  Sewers,  he 
(Earl  Fortescue)  had  had  importunities 
of  learning  from  tradesmen  (Ht  the 
Metropolianov  seriotts  was  the  loae  of 
oust(«&  to  many  classes  of  shops  evoi 
fW>m  a  temporary  interroptifm  of  traffic, 
and  still  more  from  any  divetnoa  ol  it 
by  breaking  up  the  surfaoe  of  Ae 
tboroughflare  in  front  of  their  premises* 
The  plunder  and  the  destruction  of  glass 
in  shops  were  by  no  means  the  only 
losses  sust^ned  by  the  shopkeepers  on 
that  long  line  of  march  through  which 
the  mob  ranged  unobecked.  The  riots 
did  not  afifect  those  thoroughfares  altme. 
Trading  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
the  Metropolis  was  cheoked  and  impeded 
by  want  of  confidence  and  the  alarm 
which  was  spread  abroad.  Many  shop- 
keepers would  be  able  to  date  their  day 
of  ruin  in  these  times  of  depresuon 
from  the  disturbances  which  had  taken 
place.  Besides  injury  to  dropping, 
there  had  been  a  loss  of  w(wk,  an  ab* 
sence  of  orders,  and  a  relootanee  to 
embait  in  fresh  undertakings,  conse- 
quent on  the  removal  of  capital  from  this 
country.  Mr.  Froude  had  stated,  in  his 
last  instructive  and  interesting  book, 
that  the  novel  legislation  of  the  last  few 
years,  and  the  novel  doctrines  pro- 
pounded by  Cabinet  Ministers,  had 
driven  mudi  capital  out  of  England, 
thus  confirming  publicly  what  he  (Earl 
Fortescue)  had  been  t<dd  confidentially 
by  several  friends  they  had  been  doing 
latterly.  The  bad  examjde  of  London  had 
beenalreadymore  or  lessfollowedin  other 
towns.  AVas  it  nothing  that,  in  times  of 
great  depression,  the  depariure  of  capital 
should  be  thus  accelerated  and  ang- 
mented  to  go  elsewhe»  to  gire  em- 
ployment to  foreign  workmen,  while 
thonauids  of  onr  own  wwkmen  required 
it  ?  He  had  reasfm  to  beUere  that  this 
was  one  of  the  oonsequences  of  the 
events  of  last  week.  L%  appeared  that 
Mr.  Childers  was  well  aware  that  a 
meeting  oif  this  sort  was  about  to  be 
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held ;  but  he  nerer  -took  the  precavtioii 
of  insistu^  that  information  ahoald 
be  regularly  sent  fo  him  of  the  course  of 
proceedings.  He  eat  apart,  unmoved 
and  indifferent,  like  the  gods  described 
by  Lucretius.  Apart  from  the  force  of 
police  m  King  Street  and  Scotland  Yard, 
the  Home  Smretary  had  at  the  Horse 
Guards,  St.  James's  Palace,  and  etee- 
where  Idfe  Guank  and  Foot  Guards, 
available  at »  momoit's  notioe,  to  check 
the  rioters.  The  fact  that  the  riot  should 
faaTe  bera  allowed  by  the  authmities 
to  go  OD  lor  sometiung  like  two  hours 
in  some  of  the  principal  West  End 
thoroughfares  semned  to  imply  au 
amount  of  apathy  and  want  of  capacity 
on  the  part  of  the  Home  Secretary  which 
was  almost  incredible.  He,  at  least, 
whatever  others  might  have  been,  was 
in  fault ;  and  instead  of  occupying  the 
Ohair  on  a  Oommittee  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  misconduct  of  others, 
Mr.  Chtldere  ought  to  hare  hia  own 
helplessness  and  incapacity  inquired 
into.  By  law,  erery  Secretary  of  State 
was  competent  to  perform  the  doties  of 
a  Beoretaiy  of  State ;  and  it  was  strange 
that  no  liinistw  should  have  realized  the 
ntuatim  and  taken  acUon,  setting  aside 
oardoMmy  afl  one  would  in-  the  case 
of  a  fire.  It  was  amazing  that  no  one 
had  the  moral  courage  and  the  energy 
to  see  that  the  rioting  was  checked,  as 
it  might  easily  have  been,  at  its  com- 
mencement. 

Trb  BEOBETABT  of  STATE  pob 
THB  COLONIES  (Earl  Grahtillb)  :  My 
Lords,  I  think  that,  in  the  whole  course 
of  his  speech,  the  noble  Earl  has  care- 
fully avoided  referring  to  a  single  word 
in  the  statement  made  by  my  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Thurlow)  on  behalf  of  the 
Govwnment.  As  to  the  alarming  state- 
m«it  tiiat  it  has  already  come  to  his 
knowledge  that,  in  the  case  of  a  friend 
of  his,  capital  is  leaving  tiiis  country  in 
oonseqaenoe  of  what  has  oocnrred,  he 
did  not  nudco  that  infOTmation  oom|^ete, 
and  inform  your  Lorddiipfl — what  it 
-would  be  ezoeedin^y  Interesting  to 
know — to  what  partimilar  country  it  is 
that  English  capital  is  going  in  order  to 
be  perfeotily  safe,  or  even  more  safe  than 
it  u  in  tus  country.  When  the  noble 
Earl  talks  about  the  lamentable  apathy 
and  the  incapacity  of  Mr.  Ohilders,  or 
what  might  hare  been  done  by  him,  or 
by  any  Secretary  of  State,  I  really  can- 
not oMioeire  that  any  of  your  Lordships 


can  see  what  is  ^e  drift  of  the  noble 
Earl.  I  am  really  astonished  at  it  after 
the  speech  of  my  noble  Friend,  and  I 
can  only  think  that  the  noble  Earl  has 
not  heard  that  statement.  His  conten- 
tion seems  to  be  that  it  was  apathy  for 
Mr.  Ohilders  not  to  hare  called  upon  the 
40  Life  Guardsmen  who  were  at  the 
Horse  Guards,  and  possibly  put  himself 
at  their  head.  Now,  I  enonld  have 
thought  it  would  not  hare  been  wise 
in  a  leister  just  eome  into  Office  to 
set  aside  the  police  af  a  time  of  this 
sort.  The  whole  tiring  turns  npon  this 
— that  it  happened  without  Mr.  Ohilders 
being  aware  of  it.  

Easl  FOETESOtTE :  Hear,  hear ! 

Eael  GRANVILLE :  Your  Lord- 
ships hare  heard— and  if  the  noble  Earl 
refers  to  the  statement  he  will  find — 
that  Mr.  Ghilders  went  to  the  Home 
Office  for  the  £rst  time  at  1 1  o'clock  in 
the  morning  ;  that  a  communication  had 
been  made  oy  Colonel  Henderson  to  the 
late  Secretary  of  State,  a  statesman  of 
experience ;  and  that  Colonel  Henderson 
had  received  orders  to  take  odditioiud 
measures  for  the  public  security;  and 
that  he  had,  therefore,  taken  precautions 
which  he  otherwise  would  not  hare 
takm  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  cUs' 
order.  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  make  the 
attaek  the  noble  Earl  has  made.  If  the 
police  authorities  were  of  opinion  that 
all  necessary  precautions  had  been 
taken,  would  it  not  hare  been,  in  the 
highest  degree,  imprudent  in  the  Home 
Secretary,  quite  new  to  his  Office,  to  in- 
terfere with  the  experienced  Commis- 
sioner at  the  head  of  the  police,  or  to 
hare  altered  the  arrangements  ?  Whe- 
ther it  was  desirable  that  a  large  body 
of  police  should  hare  been  required  for 
the  protection  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess  

Thb  Mabquess  or  SALI8BUBY: 
No ;  it  was  not  n^  house  th^  were 
watching — ^it  was  a  different  house  alto- 
gether. 

Eabl  GBANTILLE:  Howerer  that 
may  be,  everyone  is  agreed  that  this 
was  a  most  lamentable  event,  and  that 
there  were  great  laohet  on  the  part  of 
the  police  or  someone  ;  but  erery  means 
have  been  taken  to  discorer  who  was 
responsible,  and  to  take  all  precautions 
as  will  make  it  perfectly  impossible  that 
such  a  thing  can  happen  again.  Not- 
withstanding the  statement  which  has 
been  made,  it  seems  strange,  if  he  heard 
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for  the  noble  Earl  to  try  to  bring  a 
personal  obarge  avainst  Mr.  CAiiiden, 
and  to  fasten  on  uim  a  charge  vhioh 
appears  to  me  sbscdntely  withont  fl»nnda- 
tion. 

Eabl  FOBTESO0E :  I  must  be  al- 
lowed to  say  ibaXf  owing  to  an  unfor- 
tunate impeneotion  in  mj  hearing,  I  did 
not  hear  all  that  the  noble  Lena  (Lord 
Thnrlow)  said ;  but  I  heard  quite  enough 
to  justify  all  that  I  said.  I  have  shown 
that,  quite  apart  from  the  poUoe,  the 
Home  Seoretary  was  not  by  any  means 
helpless  if  he  had  taken  prompt  mea- 
sures, as  he  ought. 

Thb  MARQTrass  OF  SALI8BTTRT :  I 
regret  to  say,  my  Lords,  that  I  am  one 
who  was  not  convinced  of  the  entire 
innocence  of  Mr.  Childers  by  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Thnrlow).  Tour  arrangements 
for  defending  the  Metropolis  and  main- 
taining order  have  lamentably,  difias- 
troualy,  and  contemptibly  broken  down. 
It  is  impossible  to  use  words  too  strong 
to  express  the  nature  of  the  breakdown 
which  has  taken  place.  The  noble  Lord 
talks  of  other  capitals  being  insecure, 
^niat  is  rery  possible ;  but  t^ey  are  in- 
secure for  good  reasons,  because  there 
is  a  very  dangerous  revolt  against  ihe 
Civil  powers  ;  and  then  there  is,  no 
doubt,  a  struggle,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  insecurity  may  result.  But 
here  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind ;  there 
was  no  real  danger  whatever ;  and  it  is 
edmply  because  of  an  absolute  break- 
down of  the  machinery  for  the  mainte- 
nance oi  order  that  all  this  terrible 
disorder  occurs.  What  did  Mr.  Ohilders 
do  ?  I  see  an  illustrious  Admiral  (the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh)  sitting  on  the 
Benoh  near  me.  I  would  eulmut  to  him 
what  he  would  tibink  if  a  captain 
wrecked  his  ship,  and  came  home  and 
said  it  was  a  very  disgraoefiil  thing ;  that 
there  had  been  great  laohn  somewhere ; 
and  that  he  was  going  to  appoint  a 
court  martial,  on  which  he  would  him- 
self sit,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of 
the  first  lieutenant  and  ^e  crew.  What 
would  his  opinion  have  been  of  such 
proceedings  ?  The  noble  Lord  seems  to 
have  the  idea  that  the  blame  may  be 
oonveniwitly  distributed  among  three 
different  peraons,  with  the  result  of 
leaving  Mr.  Childers  entirely  innocent. 
The  first  persons  who  were  to  blame 
were  the  Home  Office  officials,  who  did 
not  convey  to  Mr.  Childers  on  Sunday 

Earl  OremilU 


information  as  to  the  approaching  riot. 
The  seoood  person  to  blame  was  BAi 
Edmund  HendevBon,  with  whraa  Hr. 
Childers  had  an  interview  at  1  o'olsck 
on  Monday ;  and  the  third  person  was 
tiie  unfortunate  Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross, 
who  had  an  interview  with.  Sir  Edmund 
Henders(m  m  tihe  Friday  before,  and 
who,  apparently,  was  gmag  to  set  on  foot 
— but  did  not  do  BO— 80  pnfeet  a  svstem 
of  precaution  that  it  should  go  Uke  a 
clock,  which,  having  been  once  wound 
up,  should  continue  to  operate  without 
anyone  looking  at  it  any  more.  Mr. 
Childers  seems  to  have  lived  in  a  species 
of  conventional  seclusion.  He  was  abso- 
lutely ignorant  of  what  evoybody  else 
in  London  knew.  Everybody  knew  that 
there  was  going  to  be  an  attempt  at 
disturbance.   

EiBi  aRANVILLE:  No,  no! 

The  MABOtmss  of  SALISBURY: 
Well,  I  have  met  many  People  who  had 
told  the  ladies  of  their  numliee  to  ke^ 
out  of  the  wa^,  as  a  riot  was  appre- 
hended ;  and  it  was  annonnoed  in  the 
newspapers  some  days  befwe.  But  not 
only  tJut ;  besides  living  in  a  state  (tf 
conventional  seclnsion,  Ur.  Cbilders 
shows  an  entire  absence  of  curiosify, 
and,  having  heard  from  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  that  the  arrangements  were 
satisfactory,  he  appears  to  have  asked 
no  questions,  nor  informed  himself  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  arrangements,  nor  re- 
quired any  r^ort  from  any  office  as  to 
how  matters  were  going  on ;  but  to  have 
allowed  the  thing  to  go  on  as  if  it  was  one 
not  intereBting  to  the  Home  Secretary, 
until  he  casuimy  heard  of  it  by  means  of 
a  lady's  letter  about  half -past  d  o'clock. 
I  should  have  thought,  irom  the  mere 
noise  made  by  these  men,  that,  seeing 
how  near  it  was,  somebody  in  the  Home 
OfiSce  would  have  found  out  that  every- 
thing was  not  right.  I  heard  with  regret 
that  the  Gtovemment  are  not  gmngfo 
give  an  independent  Oommission.  ^Sha 
fact  that  Mr.  Childers  has  thrown  the 
blame  right  and  left  on  one  and  another 
makes  it  very  important  that  we  should 
have  some  inquiry  not  under  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Ohilders  himself.  The  noble 
Lord  has  given  us  a  very  able  account, 
in  which,  no  doubt,  all  the  droumstanceB 
favourable  to  Mr.  Childers  have  been 
brought  forward  with  great  skill ;  but.it 
is  only  one  account  of  the  transaction, 
and  has  not  been  subject  to  cross -exa- 
mination. AU  theottier  defendante'  de- 
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feneee  have  beea  rwidly  ininured  into, 
and  c9ro89-dZBiniaed  07  ^ilfu  men.  Ur. 
Ohitders's  defeuee  is  BimplygiTenbythe 
noble  Lord  aorMs  the  Table,  ana  no 
means  hare  been  taken  to  ascertain  how 
far  this  fireedom  from,  responsibility 
really  extends,  and  how  far  it  covers  the 
injury  that  has  been  done.  We  mast 
r^;aidthe  manwhowas  inohargeatthe 
time  as  primarily  responnble  for  the 
breakdown  that  took  place.  There  may 
be  oiroamstanoes  of  djafenoe  in  the  case 
in  Ur.  Ohilders'a  favoar ;  but  they  are  cir- 
cumstances that  he  must  plead.  He  is 
on  his  trial.  He  must  show  that  he  was 
exonerated  by  the  circumstances  he 
|deads,  and  must  show  it  by  prodndng 
them  before  some  tribunal  more  inde- 
pendent than  the  one  of  which  he  him- 
self is  the  Chairman.  It  is  impossible 
to  overrate  tJie  evil  which  this  lament- 
able oocurrence  has  caused.  It  is  not 
only  timt  it  has  injured  our  reputation, 
and  exposed  us  to  the  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt which  we  deserred ;  but  it  has 
cre^sd  a  great  danger  in  Xiondon  in  the 
future.  B  has  been  the  halnt— I  do  not 
say  or  think  it  is  a  good  one — tax  many 
years  past  for  yaiious  sects  of  people  who 
have  particular  causes  or  opinions  to  re- 
present to  go  in  procession  through  the 
streets ;  and,  ooi^ding  in  the  guardian- 
ship of  the  police,  people  have  always 
looked  upon  them  as  innocent,  and 
ttiey  hare  created  no  apprehension  on 
ibe  part  of  the  population  and  no 
interruption  of  trade.  All  that  immu- 
nity is  now  at  an  end.  Whenever 
there  is  a  procession  in  future  there  will 
be  a  panic  among  the  shopkeOTters  along 
the  line  which  it  takes,  and  ail  the  pro- 
gresa  of  ocnnmeroe  and  transactions  of 
bnnness  will  be  put  a  stop  to.  I  do  not 
think  the  evil  is  at  all  the  less  for  what 
has  takm  place  sinoe.  We  have  had, 
nnfivtonatuy  in  one  sense,  and  most 
fbrtunately  in  another,  a  very  huge  sub- 
BCription  for  tiie  unempl<^ed  foUowing 
immediately  on  this  riot.  I  should  be 
vexy  sorry  indeed  that  the  subscriptions 
for  the  unemployed  should  drop  off;  but 
it  is  an  unfortunate  and  unl^ppy  ex- 
aggeration of  the  evil  resulting  from 
tms  nnfortunate  neglect  of  the  Home 
Office  and  the  police  that  people  must 
form  the  conduaion  that  it  is  solely  on 
aooDunt  of  what  took  place,  and  to  the 
violent  measures  that  were  pursued,  that 
this  suoconr  was  bron^t  forward  by 
the  oUasee  attbe  West  End.  These  are 


most  lunentable  remits,  and  I  think  the 
Oovemxuent  have  acted  most  unwisely 
in  attempting  to  screen  the  Office  which 
is  primflffily  responsible  ftvm  full  and 
independent  inquiry;  and,  unless  they 
reverse  their  dedaion  in  that  respect 
no  measnres  they  may  h»eafter  take 
against  the  police  by  way  of  pnnidiment 
for  what  has  taken  place  will  reecave 
llie  sanction  and  approval  of  the  pnbUo 
or  of  Parliament. 

This  SEOBETART  of  STATE  foe 
INDIA  (The  Earl  of  KiubeblhtJ  said, 
he  quite  agreed  with  the  observations  of 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Salisbury)  as  to  the  ill  effects 
of  this  unfortunate  riot ;  but  he  would 
appeal  to  the  noble  Marquess  as  to 
whether  it  was  a  fair,  or  even  a  generous, 
thing  to  endeavour  to  fix  the  blame  upon 
Mr.  Ohilders  ?  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, the  Home  Secretary  was  tlus 
responsible  person  in  these  matters  \ 
bn^  under  the  oiicnmstances  of  the 
present  ease,  it  was  absolutely  prepos- 
terous to  bring  a  oharKO  against  Uie 
p»sent  occupant  of  uat  poet,  Mr. 
Ohildera.  He  (the  Earl  of  ^imborley) 
had  had  some  experience  of  tlie  sup- 

Eression  of  riots  and  dealing  with  large 
odies  of  men  in  Ireland ;  and  if  he  had 
found  himself  in  tlie  position  of  Mr. 
Ohildera,  and  had  been  informed  that 
measures  had  been  taken  by  the  Ohief 
Oommissioner  of  Police,  which  that  offL- 
oial  oonsidered  to  be  sufficient  to  cope 
with  a  disturbance,  he  should  have  oon- 
sidered himself  in  the  last  degree  im- 
prudent, and  wanting  in  that  discretbn 
which  ought  to  belong  to  a  man  in  his 
situation,  if  he  interfered  with  the  de- 
tails of  the  arrangements,  and  took  upon 
himself  reepondmlity  which  he  could  not 
under  the  eiroumstanoSB  disohaiwe.  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  noble  Marquees 
himself,  or  any  man  placed  in  Mr. 
Ohilders's  position,  would  have  acted  so 
rashly  as  to  interfere  with  the  police  in 
these  matters.  Had  the  Home  Seoretaiy 
done  80,  it  would  have  been  likely  to 
have  brought  about  results  for  which  he 
would  have  been  personally  and  most 
gravely  responsible.  The  suggestion 
that  Mr.  Ohilders  did  his  best  to  shift 
the  responsibility  from  his  own  shoulders 
was  not  fair,  nor  was  it  at  all  likely  to 
promote  harmonious  action,  or  to  aid  the 
^vemment  in  their  determination  to 
restore  confidence.  To  turn  the  matter 
into  an  attaok  on  Ur.  Ohildeis  wanld 
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not  oondooe  to  any  good  result.  He  had 
no  desire  to  relieve  Mr.  Ghilders  through 
his  Collea^es  from  any  part  of  the  re- 
sponsibility vhioh  attached  to  him ;  but 
let  them  not  obBCore  the  matter.  He 
trusted  they  vould  not  be  led  away  from 
the  true  issue  by  what  he  would  almost 
say — thoi^h  he  did  not  wish  to  offend— 
appeured  to  be  a  desire  to  makeiwlitical 
capital  out  of  the  subject.  Oonaidering 
the  peculiar  circnmBtanoes  of  liie  case, 
he  thought  it  was  far  better,  and  muoli 
more  likely  to  conduce  to  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation and  a  good  result,  that  Mr. 
Obilders  should  have  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  inquiry  which  was  now 
taking  place  into  the  matter. 

ViscoTTNT  ENFIELD  asked  the  Lord 
Ohancellor,  whether  the  inhabitants  of 
the  "Western  portion  of  the  Metropolis, 
whose  property  was  either  destroyed  or 
injured  during  tiie  riots  on  Monday, 
8th  February,  had  an^  legal  claim  to 
redress  and  compensation  ;  if  so,  whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  or  the 
Oseulaton  Hundred  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  was  liable  to  make  good  such 
compensation  ? 

The  LOED  OHANOELLOE  (Lord 
Hkbsohxll)  :  I  need  hardly  say  that 
I  should  be  at  ^  times  m<wt  anxious 
to  give  any  assistance  in  my  power  to 
the  noble  Viscount,  and  to  your  Lord* 
ships'  House ;  but  the  Question  which 
the  noble  Viscount  puts  to  me  now  is 
one  raising  a  point  which  may  possibly 
come  before  this  House  for  its  judici^ 
decision.  It  is  strictly  a  question  of 
law,  pertaining  to  the  construction  of 
one  or  more  Acts  of  Parliament ;  and 
I  am  quito  sure  the  noble  Yiscoimt  and 
your  Lordships  will  feel  that,  consider- 
ing the  question  may  come  before  the 
House  for  judi<nal  decision,  and  that  it 
may  be  my  lot  to  take  part  in  such 
judicial  decision,  it  would  be  improper 
that  I  should  now  exj^naa  a  legal  opinion 
upon  it.  I  feel  tiiat  it  wonld  not  only  be 
prejud^ng  a  ease  which  I  may  have  to 
determme  after  argument,  but  that  I 
might  be  giviog  false  confidence  to  those 
who  might  depend  upon  an  opinion 
given  by  one  in  my  position,  and,  under 
the  circumstances,  be  led,  perhi^s,  to 
take  steps  which  they  might  afterwards 
find  they  had  reason  to  regret.  There- 
fore, the  noble  Viscount  will  feel  that  it 
is  from  no  discourtesy  to  him  or  to  this 
House  if  I  think  it  undesirable  I  should 
answer  a  purely  legal  Question. 

3%e  SarJ  o/Mmhorhy 


TsE  Eabl  07  MXLLTOWN  aaid»  he 
wished  to  ask  Her  Majes^s  Ctovem- 
ment,  whether  any  measures  were  taken 
by  the  Home  Office  to  restore  oonfidenoe 
in  the  Metropolis  on  Tuesday  the  9th 
and  Wednesday  the  10th  instant ;  and, 
whether  the  recommendation  to  the 
citizens  on  both  sides  of  the  river  to 
dose  thor  shops  and  protect  their  pre- 
mises was  given  by  direoti<m  of  the 
Home  Secretary  ?  X  repcni  was  ciron- 
lated  on  Wednesday  that  a  mob  was 
coming  from  Deptford,  and  the  shops 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  were 
closed,  nor  did  anything  appear  to  have 
been  done  to  restore  confidence.  The 
presence  of  some  military  in  the  streets, 
or  of  bodies  of  police  at  certain  points, 
would  have  had  that  effect ;  but,  so 
far  as  the  public  knew,  nothing  had 
been  done,  except  what  excited  only 
greater  alarm — namely,  directions  by 
the  police  to  the  shopkeepers  to  cl<»e 
their  shops. 

LoED  THUELOW,  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  Home  Secretary  took  what  he 
considered  to  be  ample  precautions  to 
insure  tiie  safety  of  the  town  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday.  He  communioated 
also,  as  he  (Lord  Thnrlow)  had  stated, 
with  tiie  Aqjutant  Qeneral  of  the  Anz^ ; 
and  the  result  was  that  the  troops  were 
held  in  readiness  to  act  at  any  moment, 
and  magistrates  were  prepared  to  assist 
if  required.  There  was  no  foundation 
whatever  for  the  rumour  which  had  got 
abroad,  that  the  police  on  the  other  aide 
of  the  river  warned  the  people  to  shut 
their  shops  in  anticipation  of  further 
riots.  The  Home  Secretary  requested 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson  to  make  inquiry 
into  the  point ;  very  careful  inquiry  had 
been  made  of  all  the  police  officers  who 
were  on  duty  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day, and  such  a  warning  had  not  hwa 
traced  to  any  of  them ;  n<me  of  them 
admitted  having  warned  any  shop- 
keepers whatever  to  shut  up  their  shops. 
Nor  was  there  any  truth  in  the  rumour 
that  the  pdtce  at  one  time  had  given 
instructions  to  have  barricades  erected, 
or  prepared,  or  got  ready  for  erection, 
at  certain  strategic  points. 

The  Earl  of  GALLOWAY  said,  he 
couldj  not  say  personally  .that  shop- 
keepers were  warned  by  the  police  ;  but 
a  certain  head  of  a  bank  in  ^t.  James's 
Street— at  the  very  moment  that  he 
called  in  there  —  namely,  about  12 
o'clock  on  the  day  after  Uie  riots— iu- 
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formed  bim  that  he  bad  been  bo 
cautioned. 

The  Eahl  of  LIMEBIOK  said,  the 
order  might  not  have  been  issned  from 
bead-qnaiten ;  but  Aero  appeared  little 
donbt  tbat  it  was  oironlated. 

The  Eael  op  MILITOWN  said,  that 
unless  the  public  were  informed  of  the 
steps  taken  by  the  Government,  those 
measures  were  absolately  useless  for  the 
purpose  of  reatoring  confidence. 

LoED  THURLOW  said,  that  noble 
Lords  would  probably  not  have  to  wait 
many  days  before  they  would  obtain 
full  information  upon  the  points  re- 
ferred to. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  EUROPE-POLICY  OF 
HER  MAJBSTTS  GOTERNMEKT. 

The  Mabquess  of  SALISBBBY: 
Before  the  House  adjourns,  I  wish  to 
ask  the  noble  Earl  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  "Whether  he 
can  give  us  any  information  witb  regard 
tothepolioy  of  Her  Majesty's  Qovernment 
in  South-Eftetern  Europe  ? 

The  SEORETAHY  op  STATE  (The 
Earl  of  Bobebery)  :  I  am  extremely  in- 
debted to  the  noble  Marquessf  or  the  Ques- 
tion which  be  has  just  put.  I  should,  but 
for  the  discussion  in  the  early  part  of 
the  evening,  have  intervened  witb  a 
statement  which  I  have  prepared  on  the 
Tery  subject  to  which  the  noble  Marquess 
has  referred ;  but,  the  attention  of  the 
House  having  been  directed  to  Ireland, 
I  had  no  opportunity  of  doing  so.  Even 
at  this  late  hour,  bowever,  I  think  it 
moat  desirable  that  some  sudi  statement 
should  be  made,  for  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vemment  are  extremely  anxious  that 
there  should  be  no  doubt  or  ambiguity 
with  regard  to  their  policy  in  Eastern 
Europe.  At  this  moment  any  such  doubt 
or  ambiguity  might  lead  to  results  of 
extreme  gravity.  No  one  is  better  aware 
than  the  noble  Marquess  of  the  critical 
state  of  affaire  in  Eastern  Europe.  Servia 
and  Bulgaria  are  by  no  means  disarmed ; 
while,  further  South,  Greece  and  Turkey 
are  face  to  face  and  armed  to  the  teeth. 
On  the  other  band,  there  is  this  conso- 
latory reflection —  that  the  Great  Powers 
of  Europe  are,  I  believe  without  a  single 
exception,  resolved  upon  the  main- 
tenanoe  of  peace.  If,  therefore,  on  one 
Bide  we  have  the  elements  of  local  dis- 
turbance, which,  if  kindled,  nu^ht  at 
any  moment  raise  a  conflagration  in 
Europe  of  which  it  migbt  be  difficult  to 

VOL.  OCCn.    [thibd  seiues.] 


see  the  Hmits  or  the  end,  on  tlio  other 
we  have  the  firm  determination  of  ttte 
(}reat  Powers  of  Europe  that  peace  shall 
not  be  disturbed.  That  object  appears 
to  us  to  be  extremely  desirable  in  itself ; 
while  as  to  the  means  by  which  it  is  to 
be  secured  there  is  a  general  agreement 
among  the  Gh^at  Powers.  With  regard 
to  Greece,  we  find  engagements  entered 
into  involving,  if  necessary,  measures  to 
prevent  a  rupture  of  the  peace  by  that 
country.  It  would  not  be  possible,  in 
my  opinion,  to  set  those  engagements 
aside,  even  if  it  were  desirable  to  do  so, 
and  we  shall  certainly  act  upon  them  ; 
but  I  think  they  are  judicious  in  their 
spirit  and  their  nature.  We  desire  not 
merely  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Europe, 
but  to  protect  Greece  against  herself. 
We  can  only  view  with  apprehension,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Hellenic  Kingdom, 
the  result  of  a  single-handed  conflict  be- 
tween tiiat  count^  and  Turkey ;  and  if 
there  were  any  fear—  of  whidt  hazily 
there  is  none—  of  its  ceasing  to  be  sin  gle- 
handed,  it  might  involve  the  imminent 
risk  of  a  European  war.  We  are,  there- 
fore, determined  to  maintain  these  en- 
gagements, and  to  act  upon  them  with 
firmness,  if  necessaiy. 

women's  suffrage  btix  [n.L.] 

A  Bill  for  extonding  tbo  right  of  voting  at 
Parliamentary  elcctionB  to  duly  qualified  women 
— Wai pretmted'\iy  The  Iiord  Denman;  toad  I*. 
(Ko.  10.) 

UABRIAOES  VAIIDITT  BUX.  [h.^-I 

A  Bill  to  remove  donbta  ai  to  the  validity  ol 
certaio  marriages— Was  ^r«M»t«<  by  The  Lnd 
Bishop  of  Carlisle;  read  1'.  (No.  11.) 

Hoiue  a^oamed  at  a  quarter  pait  Seven 
o'olocfc,  till  To-morrow,  a  qaarter 
past  Ten  o^elock. 


HOUSE  OF  OOUBCONS, 
Thwndat/,  18M  Fehntary,  1886. 


A  Unnber  took  and  subscribed  the 
Oath,  and  another  Member  made  the 
Affirmation. 

MINITTES.]— FuBLio  BtLU—Seemd  Reading 
—  FarlUmentary  FranchiBO  (EztensioQ  to 
Women)*  [70]. 

Si&md  siading— deferred  to  Seteet  CemmitUe— 
Shop  Honxs  BegukUon  [56]. 
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NEW  MEMKEBS  SWORN. 

John  AIoyBias  Blake,  esqaire,  for 
Osrlow  County. 

The  Honble.  Edvard  KaigoribankB, 
tor  Berwick  Oounty. 

The  Sight  honUe.  Sir  'V^liam  Qeorge 
GranviUe  Vmables  Yenum  Harooun, 
knight,  for  Derby  Boroagh. 

Alexander  Asher,  esquire,  for  Elgin 
District  of  Bnrghe. 

The  Bight  honble.  Anthony  John 
Mundella,  far  Sheffield  (Brightsxde 
Division). 

Cyril  Flower,  esquire,  for  Bedford 
Oounty  (Luton  Dirision). 

The  Bight  honble.  John  Morley,  for 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

TheBighthonble.  John  Blair  Balfour, 
for  Oombioed  Counties  of  Olaokmannan 
and  Kinross. 

The  Honble.  Charles  Kobert  Spencer, 
fer  Northampton  Oounty  (Mid  Division). 

The  Bight  honble.  Edward  Heneage, 
for  Great  Grimsby. 

Charles  Bussell,  esquire,  for  Hackney 
(South  Divuiott). 

The  Bight  honble.  George  Otto  Tre- 
velyan,  for  Hawiok  Distriot  of  Burghs. 

The  Bight  honble.  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain,/or  Birmingham  (West  Division). 

The  Bight  honble.  Sir  Lyon  Playfair, 
K.C.B.,  for  Leeds  (South  Division). 

Bobert  William  Duff,  esquire,  for 
BanflF  Oounty. 

The  Bieht  honble.  Hugh  Culling 
Eardl^  Ohilders,  'for  Burgh  of  Edin- 
btii«h  (South  DiTision). 

^e  Bight  honble.  Henry  Campbell- 
Bannermao,  for  Stirling  District  of 
Burghs. 

George  Granville  LevesoD  Gower, 
MQuire,  for  Stafford  County  (North 
Western  Division). 

Sir  James  Porter  Oorry,  baronet,  for 
Armagh  Oonnty  (Mid  Division). 

NEW  WHITS  ISSUED. 

For-~ 

Flintshire,  t>.  The  Bight  honble. 
Biehard  de  AgniJa  Grosvenor,  com- 
monly  called  Lord  Biehard  Grosvenor, 
Ohiltem  Hundreds. 

Somerset  County  (Southern  Division), 
V.  The  Bight  honble.  Frederick  Edward 
Gould  Lambart,  eommonly  called  Vis- 
count  Kilooursie,  Vice  Ohambwlain  of 
ihi»  HonsehoM. 


Cardiff  Borough,  v.  Sir  Edvaid  James 
Beed,  E.C.B.,  Commissioner  of  the 
Treasury. 

Borough  of  Grantham,  v.  John  Wil- 
liam MmI<»,  esquire,  Judge  Advocate 
General. 

N£W  MEUBEB  SWOBN. 

The  Bight  honble.  William  Ewatt 
Gladstone,  for  Edinburgh  County. 

OOKTKOVBHTED  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  House  that 
he  had  received  tiie  following  OcHnmuni- 
cation  from  tiie  Jud^^  selec^d,  in  pur- 
suance of  The  Farbamentary  Elections 
Act,  1868,  forthe Trial  ofElection  Peti- 
tions : — 

St.  Andrews  Election. 

The  Farliamentarjr  Election!  Act,  1»66. 

Unto  tho  Bight  Honoarable  the  ^«aker  of 
thfl  House  of  Commons. 

We,  Andrew  Bntherford  Clark,  Lord  EnUier- 
iord  Clark,  and  BoWt  Lee,  XiOrd  Lee,  two  oi 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  Scotland, 
and  two  of  the  Judges  for  the  time  being  for 
the  trial  of  Blection  Petitions  in  Scotland,  pur- 
soant  to  "  The  Farliamantary  Eleetions  Act, 
1868,"  and  "The  Parliamentary  and  Coirapt 
Practices  Act,  1879,"  do  hereby  certify,  That, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  trial  of  an  Election 
Petition,  at  the  instance  of  Sir  Bobert  Anstni- 
ther,  of  Baleaakie,  Fife,  barooet,  a  candidate  at 
the  £Ieoti<m  for  the  St.  Andrews  District  of 
Buigbs  in  December  I88d,  praying  to  hare  it 
determined  that  the  doable  Hettim  made  at  the 
said  Election  wau  an  undue  Return  within  the 
meaning  of  the  said  first-mentioned  Act,  and 
that  the  Fetitionw  was  duh'  elected,  and  onght 
to  have  been  returned  as  Member  for  the  said 
District  of  Burgha,  which  trial  was  on  the 
I5th  instant,  and  on  this  day,  holden  before  us 
in  Edinburgh,  we  did  find  and  determine  that 
the  said  Return  was  an  nndne  Return  wiUiin 
the  meaning  of  the  said  Act,  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioner, the  said  Sir  Robert  Anstruther,  baronet, 
was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned as  Member  for  the  said  St.  Andrews 
District  of  Burghs. 

Given  under  oar  hands  at  Bdinbotgh,  this 
letii  day  of  Fehnxary  1886. 

Ahd.  B  Clikx. 

BoBBST  Lib. 

The  evidence  taken  at  the  trial,  under  the 
authori^  of  the  Shorthand  Writer  of  the  Hoose 
of  Commons,  is  traosmittod  with  the  foregoiDg 
Gertifleate.  A.  R.  0. 

B,L. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  do 
attend  this  House  forthwith  with  the  last  Ro- 
turn  for  the  St.  Andrews  District  of  Burghs, 
and  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  nams 
of  StephoL  Williamson,  esquire. 

Hie  Olerk  of  the  Ch«wn  attMuiiag,  amended 
the  Betun  aooordiogly. 
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POLIOY  OP  HER  MAJBSlrrS 
GOVERNMENT. 
UTNISTBaiAZt  STATKimrr. 

Thb  FIK8T  LOED  op  the  TBEA- 
SURT  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstonb)  :  Sir,  I 
vieh  to  give  Notice  that  I  shall,  on  Uon- 
day,  move  to  refer  the  question  of  tiie 
Frooednn  of  the  House  of  Oomnums  to 
a  Select  Oomnqttee.  I  may  add  l^t  it 
vas  onr  intention  to  propoBe  that  this 
Select  Oommittee  slHniid  be  of  a  number 
coQsiderablj  exoeedingthe  usual  number 
of  15.  PerhapB  I  may  be  permitted  to 
go  further,  and  state  for  the  convenience 
of  the  House,  and  as  far  as  we  can  fore- 
cast it,  the  course  of  Public  Business. 
First,  with  respect  to  the  AdJress — 
which  comes  on  to-night — it  may  be  for 
the  conTenience  of  Hon.  Gentlemen  to 
Icnow  that  we  propose,  after  having  fully 
considered  the  subject — a  novel  one  in 
some  points  of  view — to  accept  the  Ad- 
dress in  substance  exactly  as  it  is— that 
is  to  say,  the  portion  of  it  which  may  be 
considered  to  oe  virtually  adopted  by  the 
House  down  to  the  Amendment  of  my 
hou.  "BnaaA.  the  Member  for  Ipswich 
(Mr.  Jesse  OoUings),  which  was  carried 
by  a  majority ;  and  likewise  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  Address  down  to  the 
dose,  as  far  as  the  substance  is  con- 
cerned. But  the  lapse  of  time  requires 
some  grammatical  changes— strictly  and 
purely  grammatical— to  make  the  Ad- 
dress congruous  and  consistent  with  re- 
ference to  the  circumstauoea  which  now 
exist.  I  could  state  those  grammatical 
changes ;  bat  I  think  they  would  be 
hardh-  intelligible  to  the  House,  and 
that  I  had  better  reserve  them.  Then, 
Sir,  I  have  to  say  that,  that  beix^p  the 
case,  we  should  not  he  able  to  give  onr 
assent,  I  am  afraid,  to  any  Amendments 
that  might  be  moved  to  the  Address- 
one  of  which  we  have  already  heard 
irom  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Norttk  Bedfordshire  (Mr.  Magniac)— for 
the  obvious  reason  that  if  we  were  to 
entertain  any  one  Amendment  we  could 
not  consistently  refuse  our  assent  to  the 
introduction  of  other  subjects,  and  I 
think  considerable  confusion  would  pro- 
bably result.  I  may  also  say,  in  regard 
to  one  of  the  Amendmmts  of  which 
Notice  has  been  given;  relating  to  the 
crofter  population,  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend  near  me  (Mr.  Treveiyan)  wUl  to- 
^ght  give  Notice  of  his  intuition  to 
iotroduoe  a  Bill,  on  a  vexy  eaily  day, 


with  reference  tQ  that  subject.  So  much 
for  the  subject  of  Procedure,  and  so 
much  fbr  the  subject,  urgent  undoubt- 
edly, of  the  crofbars.  After  that  the 
House  wjll,  I  am  sure,  have  regard  to 
the  date  which  we  have  now  reached. 
We  are  now  at  ISoa  ISth  of  February. 
There  ave  eight  days  at  the  oonusimd  of 
the  Clovemmeot,  aooordiag  to  Uls  usage 
of  the  House,  between  this  time  9nid  the 
22nd  of  March,  on  or  about  which  date 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  introduce  a 
Financial  BiU  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
serving the  law  in  regard  to  the  Ac- 
counts of  the  year  and  passing  the 
Estimates.  These  eight  days,  we  must 
calculate,  will  probably  be  reqmred  in 
the  main  for  disposing  of  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  of  the  present  year, 
and  for  dealing  with  the  great  Totes  of 
the  Military  and  Naval  Services,  in 
order  to  place  those  Services  in  cash, 
and,  in  conformity  with  usage,  to  enable 
the  Business  of  uie  country  to  proceed 
in  a  regular  maimer.  We  do  noi^  there- 
fore, contemplate  any  serious  interrup- 
tion to  that  course  of  Business  within 
the  period  I  have  named.  An  hon. 
Member  opposite,  the  Member  for  South 
Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston),  has  given  me 
NoUoe  of  his  intmtion  to  as!  a  Ques- 
tion to-morrow  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  Ireland,  and  the  iotentians 
o£  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  re- 
gards Ireland.  I  will  anticipate  the 
answer  to  the  Question  as  far  as  I 
am  able,  because  I  have  no  doubt 
the  House  will  make  all  due  allowance 
for  the  droumetances  of  the  case,  not- 
withstanding all  the  information  I  can 
give.  Sir,  from  the  first  moment — and 
the  first  moment  has  hardly  poased  since 
the  Cabinet  met  for  the  first  time  on 
M<«day — we  have  made  our  first  oara 
tU«  Btate  of  Ir^Iaodf  and  tlu  subject  wiU 
be  one  occupying  onr  uioeaaing  otton- 
tion.  I  may  say— fbr,  indeed^  it  has 
been  announced  in  the  addressee  of 
various  Members  of  the  Government  to 
their  constituents — that  we  do  not  pro- 
pose to  meet  the  case  of  Lreland  by  sug- 
gesbmg  to  the  House,  at  the  present 
moment,  the  re-enaotment  of  repressiv<e 
criminal  legislation.  Of  course,  we  are 
well  aware,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  whb 
has  just  given  his  Notice  has  observed, 
that  the  state  of  Ireland  requires  tlu 
closest  attention,  and  is  not  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  merely  n^ativo  assnrtion. 
Onr  desire  is,  and  our  endeavoav  will 
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be,  to  i&faradnce  measnrea  of  a  positive 
and  Bubatantiye  character  in  the  House, 
which  may  deal  with  the  ease  of  Ire- 
land in  the  Tariotu  aapeots  in  whidi  it 
is  now  presented  to  us^  both  in  reapeot 
to  social  order,  which  must  necessarily 
be  on  all  occaeions  the  question  first 
offering  itself  to  the  notice  of  an  Execu- 
tive GfoTemment,  with  respect  to  the 
great  subject  of  land,  and  with  respect 
to  any  measure  which  requires  attention 
in  connection  with  the  future  govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  and  the  method  of  that 
government.  The  time  which  will  ne- 
cessarily be  occupied  with  the  financial 
Business  of  the  year  will  be  studiously 
applied  by  us  to  maturing  as  rapidly  as 
possible — [Lauffhter  from  the  Oppontion\ 
— I  do  not  know  whether  the  implica- 
tion is  that  there  are  Gentlemen  in  this 
House  to  whom  the  state  of  Ireland  is  a 
subject  so  easy  that  they  have  in  tibieir 
minds,  ready  for  production,  some 
simple  and  aatisfaotory  method  of  deal- 
ing with  it.  That  is  not  our  view  of  ^e 
matter.  Our  view  is  that  the  subject  is 
one  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  one 
of  very  great  complexity  and  of  enor- 
mous responsibility.  Therefore,  we  shall 
not  fear  to  ask  the  House  for  such  time 
as  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  give  the 
subject  the  consideration  which  we  think 
it  requires.  I  was  about  to  say  that 
after  that  neoeseary  financial  Business 
has  been  gone  through — and  I  named 
the  22nd  of  March  as  the  date  when  the 
House  will  probably  hare  disposed  of 
the  most  urgent  matters  of  Supply — ^b^ 
that  time  I  shall  hope  to  he  in  a  condi- 
tion to  make  some  further  indication  to 
the  House  as  to  either  the  whole  or  some 
part  of  the  proposals  we  may  have  to 
make  for  dealing  wil^  the  substantive 
and  positive — and  I  hope  in  a  somewhat 
permanent  form— with  the  great  ques- 
tion of  the  state  of  Ireland.  That,  Sir, 
is  what  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject  of 
the  course  of  Public  Business.  If  there 
is  any  other  question  which  hon.  Mem- 
hers  wish  me  to  answer  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  do  so. 

SiE  MIOHAEL  HIOKS- BEACH: 
We  shall,  Sir,  I  apprehend,  upon  the 
resumption  of  the  debate  on  the  Address 
in  answer  to  Her  Uiy'esty's  Qracious 
Speech,  have  an  opportunity  of  com- 
menting upon  the  somewhat  sutprising 
etatement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
reference  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  towards  Ireland.  It  would 

Mr.  W.  E,  OUulttone 


not.  of  course,  he  in  Order  few  me  to 
make  any  comment  upon  that  matter 
now ;  but  I  would  ask  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  to  be  good  enou^  to  in- 
form us  precisely  of  the  grammatical 
Amendments— as  he  has  been  fAeased 
to  characterize  them— which  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  make 
in  the  Address,  so  that  we  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  them 
before  being  called  upon  to  resume 
the  debate.  I  would  nirther  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  will 
place  on  the  Paper  the  terms  of  the  Be- 
lerence  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  Procedure ;  and  whether  it  is 
his  intention  to  frame  any  Resolutions 
or  Standing  Orders  of  the  nature  of  those 
which  I  placed  on  the  Paper  when  I  was 
responsible  for  the  Business  of  the 
House,  in  order  to  give  that  Committee 
some  material  for  its  consideration  with 
the  authority  of  Her  Majes^p^'s  Govern- 
mentf 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  Un- 
doubtedly I  will  place  upon  the  Table  the 
terms  of  the  Eef  erence  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee as  we  shall  propose  them  ;  and  I 
will  then  make  snch  a  statement  of  our 
intentions  in  regard  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  as  I  hope  will,  in  sub- 
stance, meet  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  With  respect  to  the  gram- 
matical Amendments  which  we  propose 
to  make  in  the  Address,  I  will  explain 
them  at  once  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, if  he  has  the  Address  in  his  hands 
and  will  be  good  enough  to  follow  me. 
I  conceire  the  Address  to  have  been 
substantially,  though  not  formally, 
adopted  by  the  House  down  to  the 
woia  "  tenure "  in  the  paragraph  re- 
lating to  f^ricuUnre  which  was  adapted 
upon  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Eriena  the 
Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Col- 
lings).  The  first  Amendment  is  in  the 
paragraph  relating  to  Ireland,  in  the 
last  paragraph  but  one  of  the  second 
page,  the  ninth  line  from  the  bottom  of 
the  ]page.  The  next  paragraph  will  not 
require  any  amendment  whatever,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  until  we  get  to  the  word 
"leads,"  towards  the  close  of  the  para- 
graph. When  we  get  to  near  the  end 
of  the  paragraph,  in  the  fourth  line  from 
the  end,  I  shall  propose  to  substitute 
the  word  "  led  "  for  the  word  "  leads ; " 
and  in  the  last  line  bat  one  to  aubstitnte 
the  word  "look"  for  the  word  "looks." 
The  next  paragraph  rektes  to  the  mea- 
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fiures  which  it  wastheioteutioaof  the  late 
GoFernment  to  aubmit  to  Parliament; 
but  as  we  could  not  very  well  recognize 
any  responsibility  in  reference  to  their 
intentions,  I  propose  to  substitute  the 
word  "  would  "  for  the  word  "  will,"  in 
the  first  line  of  that  paragraph.  In  the 
last  line  bnt  one  of  we  same  paragraph, 
after  the  word  "  IreAand,"  I  propose  to 
sobrtatute  the  word  was  "  £or  the  word 
is ; "  and  after  the  word  "  measures," 
in  the  same  line,  to  subrtitute  the  word 
"would"  for  the  word  "will."  The 
next  Amendment  is  one  which  is  in- 
tended to  correct  an  error  in  the  original 
drafting  of  the  Address.  The  last  para- 
graph but  two  of  the  Address  runs 
thus — ' '  Humbly  to  thank  Her  Ma- 
jesty that  a  Bill  for  facilitating  the  sale 
of  Glebe  Lands,"  and  so  forth.  That 
paaaage  will  require  the  insertion  of  cer- 
tain words.  We  do  not  mean  to  be 
critics  of  the  style  of  those  who  have 
gone  before  us  ;  but  we  think  the  para- 
graph requires  the  insertion  of  some 
iroras  to  thank  Her  Mtnesty  for  making 
known  to  us  that  tihe  Bui  for  fhe  sale  <u 
Glebe  Lands  "would"  be  introduced. 
Then,  in  the  second  line,  I  propose  to 
Btrike  out  the  word  "  will,"  and  insert 
the  word  "  would."  The  next  para- 
graph— the  last  but  one — doee  not 
appear  to  require  any  amendment 
whatever ;  and  in  the  last  paragraph  we 
propose  to  strike  out  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  second  line.  The  paragraph  now 
runs — 

<•  Humbly  to  assare  Hor  H^esty  that  our 
careful  coosideratioo  shall  be  given  to  the  snb- 
jecU  which  Uer  Majesty  has  recommended  to 
ODT  attention,  and  to  the  measures  which  may 
be  submitted  to  as." 

Of  course,  we  cannot  refer  to  the  sub- 
jects and  measures  which  the  late  Go- 
Temment  proposed  to  submit ;  and  we, 
therefore,  propose  that  the  last  para- 
graph dioiud  read  as  follows: — 

"Humbly  to  assure  Her  Majesty  that  onr 
earefnl  crauideraticm  ahall  be  nven  to  the 
neanms  which  may  be  sabmitted  to  us.'* 

These  are  the  Amendments  whioh  we 
propose. 

QUMSTIONS. 


80in!H-EA6TEKN  EUROPE-aBEECE 
AND  TUBKEY. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  COWEN :  I  wish  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
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he  is  in  a  position  to  inform  the  House 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of 
Greece ;  what  action  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
vernmeut  will  take  in  the  event  of  the 
Greek  Fleet  attempting  to  attack  the 
Turkish  ports  ;  and,  wnether  the  Go- 
vernment is  acting  in  concert  with  all 
the  Foweifl  <nC  Europe ;  and,  if  not,  what 
Powers  have  dissented  ? 

The  FIEST  LOKD  (Mr.  "W.  E. 
Gx>adsionb)  :  I  should  like  to  answer 
the  Question  with  the  greatest  caution. 
I  should  have  answered  with  greater 
advantage  if  I  bad  had  a  little  Notice 
of  the  Question  ;  but  I  hare  before  me 
the  substance  of  a  statement  which  will 
bo  made  by  my  noble  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  My  noble  Friend  and 
his  Colleagues  with  him  are  of  opiuioa 
that  it  would  bo  most  injurious  that 
there  should  at  this  moment  be  any  am- 
biguity as  to  the  views  and  intentions  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  It  might 
be  most  iigurions  to  leave  in  doubt 
what  those  views  and  intentions  are. 
We  recognize  the  critical  state  of  affairs 
in  Eastern  Europe,  and  we  are  aware 
how  much  depends  upon  the  action 
which  may  be  taken  in  respect  of 
Greece.  The  affaira  in  the  Balkans 
are  by  no  means  settled;  but,  of  course, 
those  affairs  may  be  very  materially 
affected  by  what  happens  in  regard  to 
Greece.  Beference  has  been  made  in 
the  Question  to  the  Concert  of  Eiu-ope, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  full  satisfac- 
tion that  the  Great  Powers  of  Europe 
have  been  acting  together  upon  this  occa- 
sion ;  and  in  the  spirit  of  that  Concert 
we  shall,  undoubtedly,  continue  to  act. 
It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  us  to  be  able 
to  follow  without  any  deviation,  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  in  the  course  which  appears 
to  us,  according  to  our  best  knovAedge, 
to  have  been  marked  out  by  our  Prede- 
cessors in  Office  with  respect  to  this  very 
important  question  of  peace  in  Eastern 
Europe.  On  entering  OflBce  I  may  say 
that  the  very  first  step  taken  by  ns  was 
to  ascertain  precisely — in  fact,  it  was 
taken  by  myself  individually  at  the  mo- 
ment when  I  had  accepted  Office  at  the 
bauds  of  Her  Majesty — fo  ascertain 
exactly  the  state  of  the  engagements  of 
the  late  Government — that  being  the 
point  which  it  was  our  first  duty  to  con- 
sider— and  to  let  it  be  known  beyond  all 
possibility  of  doubt  that  Uiese  engage- 
ments would  be  strictly  adhered  to.  Of 
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eODrse,  it  is  possible  to  draw  a  ^stinotiou 
between  engag;Qmenta  and  the  policy 
which  led  to  those  engagements ;  but  I 
am  bound  to  say  that,  while  adi^ting 
the  eng^ements  as  a  mattea:  of  good 
faith,  we  see  no  reason  to  separate  onz- 
selves  from  a  poliey  which  we  believe  to 
be  directed  to  the  peace  of  Europe  and  to 
the  maintenanoe  of  public  right,  and  I 
-miut  also  say,  in  our  judgment,  to  the 
trne  interests  of  Greece  herself.  I 
think  that  is  the  substance  of  what  will 
be  said  by  my  noble  Friend  in  the  other 
House. 

Mh.  JOSEPH  OOWEN:  I  only  fur- 
ther wish  to  ask  whether  all  the  Powers 
are  in  concert  on  this  question,  or 
whether  there  is  anyone  dissenting  ? 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  The  Note 
which  formed  the  basis  at  our  proceed- 
ings is  a  Collective  Note  to  whieh  all  the 
six  Gbeat  Powers  are  patties;  and  all 
the  8i±  Powers  have,  I  believe,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  as  far  as  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  Umi  proceedings,  urged 
upon  Gh<eece  the  wisdom  and  rapedienqy 
of  adopting  the  coarse  recommended  in 
the  Note. 

THE  ECCLESIASTICAL  COMMIS- 
6I0NER&— fiXTAAOBDINABY 
TITHE. 

Mb.  T.  H.  BOLTON  asked  the 
Bight  honourable  gentleman  the  Mem* 

her  for  the  University  of  Oxford,  as  an 
BecleaiaBtieal  Commissioner,  Whether 
he  has  seen  a  £eport  in  The  Tunbridgt 
Welh  Advertiser,  of  the  5th  February 
instant,  of  a  trial  in  the  Tunbridge 
County  Court  of  Kent  (Eden  v.  Yineou), 
by  which  it  appears  that  a  Mr.  Charles 
Gideon  Stevens,  a  witness  who  described 
himself  as  "the  Agent  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners"  assisted  the 
Vioar  of  Ticehurst  in  the  levying  of  a 
distress  for  extraordinary  tithe ;  and, 
whether  it  ia  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  or  their 
.agents  to  assist  clergymen  to  distrain  for 
the  recoTwy  of  extraordinary  titiie;  and, 
if  not,  whe^er  the  Commissioners  will 
instruct  their  agents  not  to  interfere  in 
Bueh  mattecs  in  future  ? 

Sib  JOHN  K.  MO  WHEAT,  in  reply, 
aaid,  Mr,  Stevens  was  not  an  agent  of 
the  Eoclesiaatical  Commissioners,  and 
that  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
3!cclesiastiGal .  Commissiosiers  or  their 
agents  to  assist  clergymen  to  distrain 
for  extraordinary  tithes ;  and  they  were 

Jfr.  W.  S.  Gkdttme 


not  aware  that  in  any  case  oay  of  thmr 
agents  had  em  interfered  in  sodi 
matters. 

PRISONS  (IRELANDJ-^MOTTNTJOY 
CONVICT  PRISON. 

Mn.  AHTHUR  O'OONNOB  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  liiea- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  representations 
made  by  the  Catholic  Chaplain  ia 
Mountjoy  Convict  Prison,  and  published 
in  tiie  last  Beport  of  the  General  Pri- 
sons Board,  with  regard  to  the  punish- 
ments inflicted  in  that  prison;  and, 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  men,  Ihe  ma- 
jority of  them  weak  in  body  as  well  as 
in  mind,  sometimes  to  the  number  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  at  a  time,  are  chained 
at  the  right  wrist  and  the  right  ankle 
with  a  chain  varying  in  weight  from  five 
to  ten  pounds,  and  sometimes  so  kept 
day  and  night,  without  inteimission,  for 
months  7 

Thb  chief  SBCBETAEY  (Mr.  John 
Moklbt)  !  I  have  seen  the  chaplain's 
letter  referred  to  in  the  Question,  and 
have  been  furnished  with  a  Beport  from 
the  General  Prisons  Board,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  mechanical  restraint 
of  a  chfun  is  adopted  in  the  case  of  cer- 
tain refractory  convicte,  and  it  Is  need  in 
England  as  well  as  in  Ireland.  It  is 
regarded  as  of  a  more  humane  character 
than  the  alternative  of  separate  confine- 
ment, as  it  permits  of  daneerous  pri- 
soners taking  exercise  and  being  em- 
ployed in  public  work.  It  is  never 
applied  until  after  medical  examination  ; 
and  prisoners  wearing  it  are  put  under 
periodical  report  with  a  view  to  its  re- 
moval as  soon  as  safety  permits.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Mountjoy  Prison  states 
that— 

"  In  no  case  has  he  or  would  he  certify  a  pri- 
soner to  be  fit  for  such  restraint  if  he  were  weak 

in  body  or  mind." 

If  the  hon.  Member  will  kindly  look  at 
Appendix  31  of  the  Board's  Annual  Ee- 

{)ort  he  will  see  that  particulars  are  pub- 
ished  of  all  cases  in  which  convict  pri- 
soners have  been  placed  under  this  or 
other  restraints.  I  should  add  that  the 
heaviest  chain  applied  is  stated  to  weigh 
only  4}  lbs.,  while  a  lighter  one  is  gene- 
rally used;  and  that,  at  the  present 
moment,  out  of  698  male  convicts  in 
Moimtjoy  Pris<Hi,  only  three  are  wearing 
obains. 

Mtt.  ABTHUB  O'CONNOE  said,  he 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
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read,  on  tbia  queation,  the  Beport  of  the 
Boyal  Oommiwoa  widfdi  repented  a  few 
years  ago. 

PBISONS  (IKBLAND)-SUICn)ES  IN 
GALWAT  OAOL. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  he  has  observed, 
from  the  last  Beport  of  the  I^-isons 
Board,  that  the  onlj  prison  in  which 
Buicide  occurred  in  the  jear  1884-5  was 
Galway  Gaol ;  and  that  there,  within 
twelve  weeks,  three  prisoners  committed 
suicide  by  hanging ;  and,  whether  any 
8|>wial  investigation  was  made  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  prison,  or  the  treat- 
ment of  the  prisoners  therein  ? 

The  chief  SEORETABY  (Mr.  John 
Moblkt)  :  The  three  cases  of  anioide 
referred  to  by  the  fajon.  Gentleman  vere 
investigated  by  Ooroner'a  inquests ;  and 
the  jury  decided  in  each  case  that  no 
blame  attached  to  any  of  the  prison 
officials.  In  one  case  a  special  inquiry 
was  held  by  a  member  of  the  Board, 
who  came  to  a  like  conolueion.  The 
prison  was  visited  three  times  last  year 
by  Dr.  MacCabe,  Medical  Offtcer  of  the 
Board  ;  and  he  certifies  that  the  treat- 
ment of  the  prisoners  there  is  humane 
and  coneiderate. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT   BOARD  (IRE- 
LAND)—REPORT  OF  INSPEOTOR  ON 
THE  PROPOSED  AMALGAMATION  OF 
PORTIONS  OF  THE  DONOUGHMORE 
UNION  WITH  THE  UNIONS  OF  ROB- 
CREA  AND  ABBEILEIX. 
Mb.  AETHTTB  O'CONNOR  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  belaud.  Whether  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  yet  considered  the 
Report  of  their  Inspector  upon  the  pro- 
posed amalgamation  of  portions  of  the 
Donoughmore  Union  with  the  Unions  of 
Roscrea  and  Abbeyleix ;  and,  how  soon 
their  decision  will  be  made  known  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
MoBiiEy) :  The  Report  has  not  yet 
reached  ike  Local  Government  Board. 
I  understand  the  Inspector  awaits  some 
im^portant  Returns  to  enable  him  to  com- 
plete it. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DRAINAGE 
(IRELAND)— THE  BARROW. 

Me.  ARTHtTR  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  Finanpial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  the  Boyoi  OomiuiBsion,  ap- 
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pointed  lait  year  to  inquire  into  the 
druna^  of  the  Banow,  has  yet  ren- 
dered its  Beport ;  and,  if  not,  how  soon 
it  is  likdy  to  finish  tiie  inquiry  ? 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johk 
Moklxt)  (who  replied)  said :  Sirt  as  the 
Irish  Government  are  responsible  for 
this  Commission,  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler)  has  asked  me  to  answer 
this  Question.  The  Report  reached  us 
yesterday,  and  will  be  laid  upon  iha 
Table  without  loss  of  time. 

HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICE— THE  LONG 
VACATION. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked  Ur. 
Attorney  General,  Whether  he  will  oon- 
aider  the  possilnli^  of  making  aaanga- 
meats  for  preventiDg  the  annoal  deuy 
in  Taxation  and  other  Ohamber  buEoneaa 
during  every  Long  Yaoation  in  bo^  the 
Queen's  Bmeh  and  Chancery  Divisiona  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GKli^BAL  (Mr. 
Chables  Bussell),  in  reply,  said,  he 
had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Ohanoellor  to  the  inconvenienoe  referred 
to,  and  he  hoped  steps  would  be  taken 
to  remedy  it.  Indeed,  some  steps  in 
that  direction  had  already  been  taken. 

BURIAL  ACT,  1880— BURIAL  AT 

CHELMSFORD. 

Mh.  OARVELL  WILLIAMS  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  he  has  seen  in 
Thelktex  Weekly  Newt,  of  January  I5th, 
a  statement  to  the  effect,  that  at  the 
barial  of  Mrs.  Grinter,  of  Springfield, 
Chelmsford,  a  Wesleyan,  under  the 
Burial  Act  of  1880,  the  grave  was  dug 
in  an  isolated  portion  of  the  bnrial 
ground,  near  a  mbbieh  heap,  and  where 
the  mourners  had  to  stand  nearly  ankle- 
deep  in  mud ;  and  also  that  the  gates  of 
the  churchyard  through  which  the  barial 
ground  is  ordinarily  approached  were 
looked  by  order  of  the  Reverend  A. 
Pearson,  the  Rector,  and  the  mourners 
were  obliged  to  enter  through  a  gate 
used  only  for  carts  and  workmen ;  whe- 
ther he  will  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and,  should  they  be  authenticated, 
if  he  will  cause  proceedings  to  be  insti- 
tuted against  the  Rector  for  obstructing 
the  burial;  and,  if  he  will  consider  the 
expediency  of  including  in  any  measure 
for  improved  local  government  the  trans- 
fer of  the  control  of  parochial  biirial 
grounds  to  authorities  elected  by  the 
parishioners? 
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Thb  6E0HETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childebs):  In  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
I  have  to  say  that  I  hare  receired  a 
Beport  from  the  clergyman  of  the  parish, 
together  with  a  map,  showing  the  exact 
arrasgoment  of  the  ground.  It  appears 
that  the  gate  made  use  of  on  this  occa- 
sion was  oertaiuly  the  nearest  approach 
to  the  grave,  and  the  only  public  entrance. 
Oonsidering,  however,  the  inclement 
Btate  of  the  weather  and  the  presence  of 
the  heap  of  rubbish,  of  which  the  clergy- 
man said  he  was  not  aware,  it  would,  no 
doubt,  hare  been  better  if  the  gate  had 
been  unlocked  and  access  allowed  by  the 
cleaner  path.  But  it  does  not  seem  a 
matter  for  any  further  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  With 
regurd  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Ones* 
tidn,  I  am  not  at  present  in  a  position  to 
tepress  any  definite  opinion. 

POOR  LAW— OUTDOOR  RELIEF  DURING 
THE  EXISTING  DISTRESS. 

Mb.  ISAACS :  I  wish  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  a  Question  of 
which  I  have  given  him  private  Notice — 
namely,  Whether,  having  regard  to  the 
large  amount  of  distress  now  unhappily 
prevailing  consequent  upon  the  want  of 
employment  among  artizans  and  others. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  name  an  eariy  day  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Motion  on  the  Paper 
suggesting  that  the  Loeal  Government 
Board  should  be  instructed  temporarily 
to  relax  theiz  rules  as  to  the  granting  of 
outdoor  relief? 

The  first  LOBD  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stone) :  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will 
put  the  Question  to  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  as  it  more 
regularly  refers  to  that  Department,  and 
the  Question  is  new  to  me. 

Mb.  ISAACS:  I  put  it  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  it  was  at  his  suggestion  that  I  now 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  the  Question. 
I  have  copies  of  the  correspondence. 
["Order!"] 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (after  a 
brief  consultation  with  Mr.  Ceuubkb- 
LAiir)  said :  I  understand  that  there  is  a 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Member. 
The  effect  of  the  answer  of  my  right 
hon.  SViend  was  that  he  had  not  (»ntrol 
of  the  Business  of  the  House. 

Hb.  ISAACS :  And  suggested  that  I 
should  put  the  Question  to  the  Leader 
of  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment.   X  beg 


to  throw  mysrif  on  the  indnlgaue  of  fiie 
House  while  I  read  the  letter  received 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
I  should  not  have  taken  this  step  if  my 
statement  had  not  been  doubted,  {(kia 
0/ "Agreed!"! 

Mb.  SPEAKEE  :  There  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  need  of  explanation  on 
the  part  of  l£e  hon.  Member.  If  he 
proposes  to  put  his  Question  to  the 
Prime  Minister  he  is  pwfecMly  at  Hberty 

to  do  BO. 

Mb.  ISAACS  :  I  have  put  the  Qaee- 
tion,  and  the  Prime  Minister  has  sng- 
gested  to  me  that  I  should  have  ad- 
dressed it  to  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.   I  did  so  address  it. 

Ma.  SPEAKER :  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  address  himself  to  the  Fresi^t  of 
the  Local  GoTsmment  Board  he  wiUf  no 
doubt,  receive  an  answer. 

Mb.  ISAACS :  Then,  Sir,  with  the 
leave  of  the  House  I  will  address  tbo 
Question  to  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  I  will  take  the 
opportunity  of  asking  the  right  ben- 
Gentleman  whether  the  letter  which  I 
hold  in  my  hands  from  the  Local  Qo- 
rernment  Board  was  written  at  his  di- 
rection-— 

"  Sir, — I  am  directed  1>v  Hr.  ChambarlKin  to 
aoknowled^  ihe  receipt  of  your  oommaniatioTi 
of  the  9th  instant,  ana  to  remind  yon  that  it  in 
not  within  his  power  to  regulate  the  Buainewof 
the  House  of  Gammons.  Mr.  Chamberlain  can 
only  SDggMt  that  your  Qneation  ndgM  be  id- 
dresBod  to  the  Prime  lliniater  m  the  n<tMm- 
bling  of  Parliament  F" 

I  thereupon  wrote  to  the  Prime  Kinistor 
a  letter,  of  which  I  have  a  copy,  telling 
him  it  was  my  intention  to  address  a 
Question  to  him  on  the  re-assembling  of 
the  House. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBESLAEN:  I 
am  not  quite  certain  what  the  Questioa 
put  to  me  is.  Certainly,  I  admit  the 
authenticity  of  the  letter  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  just  read.  He  has  not, 
however,  read  the  letter  to  which  it  was 
a  reply ;  but  that  was  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  a  Motion  on  the  Paper,  and  he 
wished  to  know  from  me  whether  the 
Government  vrould  give  facilities  ixa  its 
lUsoOBdon  f  I  made  the  re|^  whidi  the 
hon.  Member  has  read.  Of  oonrss,  I 
assumed  that  he  would  oomnmaicate 
with  the  Prime  Minister,  and  gave  him 
fuU  Notice  that  he  proposed  to  ask  a 
Question  with  regard  to  the  Buaioeas  of 
the  House.  I  may  add  that  if  the  hon- 
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Member  desires  to  call  attention  to  the 
eabject-matter  of  his  Motion  I  cannot 
conoeiTe  that  he  will  have  any  difficulty 
in  doiDg  so  during'  the  debate  on  the 
Address,  and  I  be  prepared  to  give 
him  any  infonnatum  in  my  power. 

DI8TUBBAN0BS  IN  THE  METROPOLIS 
—ACTION  OF  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT—EXPLANATION. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  have  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Home  Affairs 
a  Question  of  which  I  have  given  him 
private  Notice  —  namely,  Whether  he 
-will  giye  the  House  any  explanation  of 
the  entire  absence  of  any  preparation 
for  the  maintenance  of  order  in  the 
streets  of  the  Metropolis  on  Monday 
-week  last,  on  the  occasion  of  a  demon- 
stration in  Trafalgar  Square;  why  a 
small  mob  was  allowed  to  commit  riot 
and  robbery  for  nearly  two  hours  with- 
ont  any  attempt  whatever  being  made 
during  that  time  on  the  part  of  the  au- 
thorities to  put  an  end  to  the  diabirb- 
ance  or  to  arrest  the  offenders ;  whether 
stops  have  bew  taken  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  the  repetition  of  such  dis- 
graceful proceedings ;  what  orders  were 
given  to  the  police  by  the  Home  Office 
on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  how  the 
sufl^rers  by  the  disturbances  are  to  be 
compensated  f 

LoKD  ALGERNON  PEECfT :  Before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  I 
would  ask  him  whether  he  will  state  to 
the  House  the  precautions,  if  any,  taken 

Srevious  to  the  meeting  in  Trafalgar 
qnare  on  February  8  to  prevent  a 
breach  of  the  peace  at  that  meeting; 
what  orders  the  police  had  received  as 
to  their  behaviour  at  the  meeting;  and 
from  whom  those  orders  had  proceeded  ; 
vhat  oommunicationB  and  orders  bad 
passed  between  the  police  luad  the  Home 
Office  during  the  day  of  February  8,  and 
at  what  time  such  ocmimunications  took 

tlaoe;  and,  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
[er  ifajesty's  Government  to  provide 
fall  oompensation  for  those  who  have 
suffered  loss  of  property,  and  in  some 
oases  ruin,  in  consequence  of  the  riot  of 
February  8? 

Sib  EOREET  FOWLER :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
he  will,  before  he  answers  the  Question, 
give  to  those  who  think  that  the  conduct 
of  the  poHce  in.  this  matter  has  been 
grossly  maligned  an  opportunity  of 
discoMingtiuit  most  important  questioii? 


Thb  SEORETART  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Chiuiebb)  :  I  have  received  on  this 
most  important  question,  as  my  hon. 
Friend  has  just  said,  no  less  than  il 
Notices  of  Questions ;  and  I  am  most 
anxious  to  give  the  House  the  very 
fullest  answer  in  my  power  to  those 
Questions.  It  appears  to  me,  consider- 
ing how  much  those  Questions  dovetail 
into  each  other,  and  refer  to  different 
times  and  different  days  in  connection 
with  the  events  of  last  Monday  week, 
that  perhaps  it  would  be  for  the  oon- 
venience  of  the  House  i^  instead  of 
giving  a  dry  answer  to  each  Question  as 
it  ocmies  up,  I  give  to  the  House  a 
narrative,  as  short  as  I  can  make  it,  of 
the  events  to  which  these  Questions 
refer ;  and  then,  if  I  have  missed  any 
point  in  these  Questions,  I  will  conclude 
by  answering  that  partionlar  point 
separately.  If  that  is  the  wish  of  the 
House,  I  will  give  now  the  best  narra- 
tive I  can  of  this  most  lamentable  event. 
I  returned  on  Saturday,  late  in  the  even- 
ing, from  receiving  from  Her  Majesty 
the  Seals  of  the  Home  Office;  and  on 
Monday  the  8th,  at  II  o'dock  in  the 
morning,  I  took  over  the  business  of  the 
Office.  It  was  my  first  du^  to  see  the 
principal  officers  of  the  Department 
itself,  and  also  to  see  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  the  Departments  turner  the  Home 
Office.  Of  the  latter,  of  course,  the 
Chief  Oommissioner  and  the  Assistant 
Oommiseioner  of  Police  were  among  the 
first ;  and  I  specially  requested  them  to 
see  me  as  early  as  they  could  in  the  day, 
in  order  that  I  might  ask  them  what 
had  been  done  in  respect  to  the  meeting 
in  Trafalgar  Square,  which  was  gather- 
ing at  the  very  time  I  saw  them.  I  saw 
them,  I  think,  between  12  and  I  o'clock 
that  day,  and  I  asked  them  to  tell  me 
what  arrangements  they  had  made  in 
view  of  that  meeting.  They  assured  me 
they  had  taken  ample  precanticms  for 
the  preservation  of  the  peace;  and  they 
told  me  they  had  given  the  same  assur- 
ance to  my  right  hon.  Friend  and  Fre- 
decessor  (Sir  B.  Assheton  Oross),  who 
held  the  Seals  of  the  Department  np  to 
the  evening  of  the  previous  Friday,  and 
whom  they  saw  on  Friday  morning. 
They  told  me  more  than  they  had 
been  able  to  state  at  that  time  to 
my  Predecessor,  because  they  were 
able  to  give  me  the  exact  number 
of  persons  whom  they  proposed  to  em- 
ploy.  Xhey  had  deotded  to  em;^y  on 
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the  oceanon  560  men  in  reeerre  round 
Trafalgar  Square,  besides  the  double 
patrols  in  the  Square  and  the  men  who 
were  necessary  to  guard  the  Monument 
and  the  works  la  the  Square  itself.  The 
House  is  doubtless  aware  that  on  these 
ocoasiona  it  has  never  been  the  custom — 
indeed,  it  has  always  been  considered 
unwise—to  show  what  is  called  the  entire '. 
force  you  hare  at  your  disposal,  from  the 
natural  fear  of  irritating  the  populace 
by  showing  a  large  number  of  police- 
men ;  but  the  whole  of  that  force  was,  as 
I  have  said,  in  the  immediate  Ticinity  of 
the  Square — part  of  it  in  the  Square 
itself,  and  560  men  at  the  police  o£B.ce 
close  by,  and  in  what  is  known  as  the 
St.  Oeorge*s  Barracks,  on  the  North  side 
of  the  Square.  I  asked  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner and  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner whether  they  were  aware  of  the 
special  character  of  the  meeting— that 
this  meeting  was  not,  as  many  of  those 
with  which  they  had  to  deal — called  and 
frejqueiLted  by  persona  with  one  single 
otrject,  but  was  a  meeting  in  iduoh  two 
antagonistic  bodies  were  expected  to 
take  part.  They  told  me  they  were  Itally 
aware  of,  and  had  made  fuU  allowanoe 
for,  that  fact ;  that  tiiey  had  determined 
to  bring  together  a  Tcry  much  lai^er 
force  of  poHce  than  would  have  been 
brought  together  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances ;  and  they  explained  to  me  the 
oommunicationB  which  had  taken  place 
on  the  subject,  and  what  was  the  opi- 
nion of  what  was  known  as  the  Working 
Men's  Committee— I  believe  the  proper 
title  is  the  London  United  Workmen's 
Committee — who  wrote  to  them  for  the 
first  time  on  the  Ist  instant,  the  Monday 
preceding  the  Monday  to  which  I  am 
referring.  That  is  the  answer  to  one  of 
the  Questions.  They  said  that  not  ooly 
had  they  provided  a  very  much  larger 
force  of  men  than  would  nave  been  the 
case  under  other  ciroumstanGes,  but  that 
the  Chief  Commissioner  himself  would 
be  on  the  ground  during  the  day ;  and 
that  was,  I  believe,  the  case.  Perhaps,  in 
passing,  I  may  inform  the  House  that  it  is 
not  the  custom  of  the  Police  Department 
to  submit  detailed  arrangements  as  to  the 
handling,  or  as  to  the  numbers,  of  police 
on  these  occasions  to  the  Home  Office. 
All  that  is  done — and  this  was  done  in 
the  present  case— was  to  furni^  the 
Home  Office  with  the  printed  order,  de- 
ta^g  1^  number  of  men,  and  how 
titsy  wwe  to  be  emplDyad;  and  that, 
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which  is  sent  as  usual  to  the  Home 
Office  for  record,  was  received  by  the 
Home  Office  in  the  early  part  of  that 
day.  Well,  Sir,  with  tliese  assurances 
and  these  details  given  me  by  the  Chief 
Commissioner  and  the  Assistant  Com- 
miflsioner,  I  felt  no  a&xiety  as  to  the 
powOT  of  the  poUoe  to  deal  wisely  with 
what  might  arise  in  the  course  of  the 
day.  During  the  day  I  remained  at  the 
Home  Office,  except  for  a  little  more 
thaa  half-an-hour,  till  half-past  7  that 
afternoon,  attending  to  the  regular  work 
of  the  Office.  At  about  half-past  6 
o'clock  I  received  from  my  own  house  in  ^**'  ^a. 
Piccadilly  a  note  relating  to  other  mat-  ^-''^V 
ters,  but  which  mentioned  that  t'herVSad 
been  a  riot  in  Piccadilly — [Zavghter'] — 
and  that  oertfun  damage  had  been  done. 

f R«n»U)»d  laughter.']  It  is  not,  Sir,  a 
aughing  matter,  and  I  am  statlog  to 
the  House  precisely  and  frankly  what 
occurred.  I  at  once  telephoned  from 
the  Home  Office  to  Scotland  Tard,  ask- 
ing for  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
message  whidi  had  so  reached  me ;  and 
a  littb  before  7  o'clock  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  and  Cfdonel  Pearson,  the 
Chief  and  Assistant  Commissioners  of 
Police,  came  to  the  Home  Office,  and 
told  me,  in  general  terms,  what  had 
happened  during  the  day,  especially  what 
had  happened  since  the  meeting  had 
broken  up— that  a  disorderly  body  of 
men  went  Westward,  doing  great  damage 
on  the  way,  through  Pall  Mall,  up  St. 
James'  Street,  in  Piccadilly,  and  then, 
after  passing  through  the  Park,  in  South 
Audley  Street  and  North  Audley  Street. 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson  reported  to  me 
that  at  that  time  there  was  no  further 
disturbance,  and  I  told  him  to  be  careful 
to  report  anything  which  might  arise, 
and  if  there  was  any  renewal  of  the  dia> 
turbanoe.  However,  Sir,  nothing  of  the 
kind  ocourred.  Perhaps,  at  this  moment, 
I  might  say,  what  is  evidently  not  the 
impression  of  some  hon.  Gentlemen,  that 
it  is  not,  and  never  was,  usua^  during 
the  progress  of  meeting  of  this  cha> 
raoter,  to  make  periodical  reports  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  I  have  made 
careful  examination  of  the  question, 
and  I  am  stating  what  has  strictly 
occurred.  It  is  obvious  that,  in  the 
case  of  an  ordinary  meeting,  any  in- 
terference by  the  Secretary  of  State 
would  only  hamper  the  operations  of 
the  police.  But  it  is  usual,  and  also 
prop«r,  to  report  any  incideiit  of  great 
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consequence  exteznal  to  the  meetrogf ; 
and  ia  this  case  I  am  only  telling  tbe 
House,  Tithout  any  remai^  or  obser- 
Tationa  of  my  own,  what  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  told  me— that  ho  waa  wait- 
ing, before  informing  me  of  what  had 
happened,  for  fall  reports  from  the  sere- 
ral  inspeotors  of  the  divisions.   I  make 
no  remark  upon  that  statement.   I  pro- 
ceed to  what  happened  on  Tuesday.  I 
came  to  the  Office  very  early  in  the  day, 
and  I  considered  what  were  the  duties 
that  were  incumbent  upon  me.    It  ap- 
peared to  me  that  three  duties  lay  before 
me — -first,  to  take  most  active  steps  to 
prevent  any  recurrence  of  anything  ap- 
proaching the  disorders  of  the  day  be- 
frae,  and  also  to  take  the  most  ef&oient 
steps  to  calm  the  public  mind.  The  second 
was  the  duty  of  punishing  those  who 
instigated  the  riot  of  the  day  before ;  and 
the  third  was  to  inquire  whether  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  day  were  due,  in  any 
degree,  to  official  neglect.   The  first  was 
our  primary  duty,  and  I  will  tell  the 
House  what  I  did  in  that  matter.  In 
the  first  place,  I  instructed  the  Chief 
Oommiasioner  of  Police  at  onoe  to 
strengthen  his  force  by  calling  up  all 
the  recruits  who  had  been  already  ac- 
cepted.   This  gave  him  immediately  an 
additional  force  of  600  men,  and  those  I 
arranged  with  him  should  be  sent  at 
once  to  the  less  exposed  divisions  of  the 
town,  so  that  the  best  men  oould  be 
brought  in  from  those  divisions  to  help 
to  keep  order  in  the  more  exposed  and 
central  divisions.   In  the  second  place,  I 
asked  the  War  Department  to  instruct 
the  Oeneral  Oommanding  the  Home  Dis- 
trict to  hold  at  our  immediate  disposal 
men.  belonging  to  each  battdion  of  the 
Foot  Guards  and  each  regiment  of  tiie 
Household  Oavaliy,  and  thns  in  that 
way  to  add  several  thousand  men  to  the 
force  we  mij^t  require  to  meet  any 
emergency.    Lord  Wolseley,  the  Adju- 
tant General,  came  to  the  Home  Office, 
and  these  arrangements  were  concerted 
with  him;  and  I  made  also  the  necessary 
arrangfflnents  for  magistrates  to  aocom- 
pany  the  military  force  who  might  be 
called  out  to  assist  the  police.  Thirdly, 
I  instructed  the  Chief  Commissioner  to 
take  all  jposeible  measures  to  calm  the 
public  mmd.  I  will  here  say  at  once  there 
IS  no  truth  whatever  in  ^e  statements 
whleh  have  appeared  to  the  effect  that 
ordmv  were  iMued,  «ther  by  the  Hom6 
Offiee  or  &e  F^ice  AufbontieB,  to  bsnl* 
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cade  streets  or  houses,  or  to  wam  fradet> 
men  to  shut  up  their  shops.  I  have 
looked  very  carefully  into  this,  and  I 
find  these  mmours  which  have  been  so 

Srevalent  wore  absolntely  without  foun- 
ation.    ["No,  no!"]    It  is  possible, 
of  course,  that  out  of  13,000  constables, 
some  individual  constable,  without  au- 
thority, may  have  used  language  which 
was  not  of  a  prudent  or  pacifying  cha- 
racter ;  I  have  to  say  distinctly  that  no 
such  orders  were  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly given  by  the  Home  Office,  or  by 
the  heads  of  the  poHoe,  and  that  these 
remarkable  telegrams  I  have  received 
during  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  each 
of  which  waa  the  subject  of  investiga- 
tion,  were  thoroughly  nnfounded.  The 
result  of  these  measures  was  that  by 
Thursday   these   apprehensions  had 
oalmed  down,  and  the  publio  felt  that 
the  arrangements  made  by  the  police 
onder  oar  ai^erintendence  were  suffi- 
cient.  The  second  dnty  which  it  ap- 
peared to  me  was  inoambent  upon  me 
was  to  bring  the  instigatorB  to  justice, 
and  I  tell  the  House  what  we  did  in 
this  respect.  These  instigators  were  not 
persons  connected  with  either  the  Fair 
Trade  movement  or  the  leaders  of  the 
unemployed,  who  had  oonvened  the 
meeting;  but  they  were  the  Socialist 
agitators,  who  came  in  such  numbers  to 
the  Square.    No  delay  was  allowed  to 
occur  m  dealing  with  these  men.  Euly 
ou  Tuesday  I  called  a  meeting  at  the 
Home  Office  of  the  three  Under  Secre- 
taries there,  of  one  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Police,  and  of  the  Treasury  Solicitor  ; 
and,  an»r  taking  preliminary  steps, 
those  gentlemen  met  again  a  short  time 
afterwards  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
Attorn^  General  was  present  on  the 
occasion.   We  decided  at  once  that  the 
head  of  the  Criminal  Investigation  De- 
partment of  the  Police— that  is,  Mr. 
Monroe — should  at  once  collect  evidence, 
and,  with  the  aid  of  the  Treasury  Soli- 
citor, should  get  up  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible a  proper  case  for  summary  pro- 
ceedings against  these  people;  and  on 
Wednesday,  the  following  day.  the  evi- 
dence so  collected  was  reported  to  me  at 
the  Home  Office.    On  Thursday  a  fresh 
meeting  of  those  who  had  met  before 
took  place  at  the  Home  Office,  at  which 
the  whole  cf  the  evidence  collected  was 
oarefnlly  «msidered ;  and  I  then  found 
that  the  prevalent  opinion  was  tiial  p»- 
oentfings  ought  to  be  taken,  not  inike 
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natare  of  summarr  proceedings,  but 
that  the  people  ought  to  be  committed, 
if  the  magistrate  would  commit  them, 
for  trial  in  the  usual  way  by  indictment. 
This  view  was  supported  by  the  most 
eminent  legal  opinion ;  and  I  have  to 
tender  my  thanks  to  my  right  bon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Bury 
(Sir  Henry  James),  who  was  tbe  Attor- 
ney General  in  the  last  Liberal  Gtoveia- 
ment,  and  who,  In  the  necessary  and 
enforced  absence  of  the  present  Attorney 
General  that  evening,  rendered  us  moat 
valuable  assistance.  I  gave,  accord- 
ingly, final  instraotions  on  Friday  to  the 
Treasury  Solicitors  for  tbe  necessary 
steps  to  be  taken  for  Uie  prosecution  of 
these  persons.  The  summonses  were,  I 
believe,  issued  on  the  following  day. 
They  were  returnable  on  Wednesday  last. 
The  four  defendants  were  brought  before 
the  magistrate,  and  from  that  moment 
the  matter  left  my  hands,  and  will  be 
dealt  with  according  to  the  usual  processof 
law.  So  much  for  tbe  steps  which  we  took 
to  punish  the  instigators  of  these  riots. 
Meanwhile  we  were  considering  the 
third  branch  of  my  duty  in  this  respect 
—that  is,  the  best  way  of  inquiring  into 
the  disturbances,  and  especially  into  the 
oonduct  of  the  police  in  connection  with  the 
matter.  My  personal  difficulty,  in  whicb 
I  am  sure  I  shfdl  have  some  sympathy 
irom  the  House,  was  that  I  had  only 
gone  to  the  Home  Office  on  the  very  day 
Utat  tbe  Department  itself  was  new  to 
me.  I  bad  never  served  as  Under  Secre- 
tary at  the  Home  Office.  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  police  arrangements, 
except  that  which  any  Member  of  the 
Government  might  have ;  and  I  thought 
I  should  be  undertaking  a  very  serious 
business  with  considerable  inexperience 
if  I  decided  to  act  alone  in  an  inquiry 
under  these  circumstances.  I  therefore 
asked  four  Gentlemen  to  associate  tbem- 
selves  with  me  in  conducting  this  in- 
quiry— four  Gentlemen  whose  names  I 
taought  would  be  a  sufficient  guarantee 
that  the  inquiry  would  be  conducted  in 
a  most  thorough,  most  impartial,  and 
most  intelligent  manner.  The  results 
of  the  inquiry  will  not  relieve  me  of  a 
angle  shred  of  responsibility.  I  wish  to 
state  this  to  the  House  in  the  most  em- 
phatic terms.  Although  associated  with 
mo  in  making  the  inquiry,  they  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  action 
which  it  will  be  mj  duty  to  take  in  con- 
aeqaence  of  what  is  disclosed  by  this  in- 
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quiry,  which  I  shall  take  strictly  on  my 
own  responsibility.  The  aim  of  the  in- 
quiry was  to  ascertain  who  was  to  blame, 
and  why  and  wherefore  this  system  has 
broken  down.  Those  who  are  associated 
with  me  in  the  inquiry  have  met  four 
times  during  the  present  week,  after  the 
preliminary  meeting  of  Saturday  last ; 
and  I  may  state  to  the  House  that  at 
this  moment  the  inquiry  f^proaches 
completion,  so  far  as  nie  conduct  of  the 
police  on  Monday  last  was  concerned.  I 
hope  it  will  be  completed  before  next 
Monday.  I  shall  lay  the  Heport  on  the 
Table  without  any  delay,  and  with  it  a 
Memorandum  of  the  decision  at  which  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  arrive ;  and  I 
feel  confident,  when  the  result  of  tbls 
inquiry  and  the  evidence  and  the  whole 
proceedings  of  those  who  have  acted 
with  me  and  my  own  decision  in  tbe  mat- 
ter are  laid  before  the  House,  both  hon. 
Members  and  the  public  outside  will  be 
satisfied  that  the  inquiry  has  been  a 
most  searching  one— that  no  stone  has 
been  left  unturned  to  get  to  the  root  of 
the  matter,  and  to  do  so  without  bias  or 
prejudice.  I  greatly  regret  that  the  in- 
quiry is  not  completed  at  this  moment; 
but  when  the  eviaenoe  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  tbe  Committee  are  before  the 
country  I  think  it  will  be  seen  that  that 
was  entirely  inevitable.  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  acquaint  the  House  with  this— 
that  the  evidence  has  disclosed  a  state 
of  circumstances  in  respect  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  police  wliioh  will 
require  my  serious  attention  with  tbe 
view  to  an  immediate'  remedy.  There 
seems  to  be  some  misconception  with 
respect  to  the  relations  between  tho 
Home  Office  and  the  Police  Authorities. 
These  relations  are  practically  the  same 
as  those  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  with  tbe  General  of  an  Army  in 
the  field,  though  in  each  case,  whether 
with  respect  to  the  War  or  Home  De- 
partment administrative  and  financial 
questions  are  submitted  to  and  dealt 
with  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  he  is 
responsible  for  the  appointment  of  the 
principal  officers.  The  details  of  move- 
ments of  such  as  those  on  Monday  week 
are  purely  under  the  responsibiuty  of 
the  Chief  Commissioner,  and  a  perusal 
of  the  evidence  we  have  taken  will  show 
this  dearly.  But  if,  after  the  inquiry  is 
complete,  a  change  in  any  respect  of  this 
kind  appears  to  mo  desirable,  I  shall 
lose  no  time  in  making  any  necessary 
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amendment,  and  at  once  commanioating 
to  Parliament  my  intentiona.  I  have, 
in  the  oonrse  of  thia  narrative,  answered 
Bereral  of  the  Questions  that  hare  been 
pnt  to  me.  As  to  those  put  by  the  late 
Home  Secretazy,  I  think  he  will  find 
fhat  I  have  substantially  answered  them, 
except,  perhaps,  as  to  the  last,  which 
refers  to  a  matter  which  ia  the  subject 
of  the  inquiry  now  proceeding,  I  shall 
prefer  not  giving  an  answer  now.  The 
Questions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  also  refer  to  matters 
which  are  subjects  of  the  present  in- 
quiry. In  reply  to  those  Questions  that 
I  have  not  yet  answered,  I  may  say  that 
efficient  steps  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
a  repetition  of  such  occurrences.  The 
hon.  Member  for  one  of  the  divisions  of 
Glasgow  asks  me  two  Questions.  One 
ia,  whether  it  was  true  that  the  powers 
of  the  Metropolitan  Oommissioner  of 
Folioe  are  bo  circumsoribed  as  to  render 
him  powerless  in  the  case  of  the  recent 
riots  ?  No ;  there  is  no  truth  in  that. 
The  powers  of  the  Oommissioner  of 
Police  were  ample  and  full,  as  I  have 
described.  He  then  asks  me  whether 
there  is  any  truth  in  the  statement  that 
the  Ohief  Commissioner  made  an  appli- 
cation to  the  Home  Of&oe  for  necessary 
powers,  and  that  these  were  refused  ? 
No,  Sir ;  there  is  no  truth  in  that  state- 
ment The  Commissioner  of  Police 
made  no  application  for  any  power 
which  was  refused.  In  reply  to  the 
Question  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Algernon  Percy),  I  have  to  say, 
positively,  that  no  special  orders  were 
issued  to  the  police  as  to  th^  behaviour 
at  the  meeting  in  question.  Their  orders 
are  contained  in  the  Regulations  of  the 
force.  The  noble  Lord  also  asks  me 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
propose  to  give  any  compensation  to  the 
persons  who  suffered  in  the  riot  ?  I  can 
only  say,  in  answer,  that  compensation 
to  persons  who  suffer  by  riots  is  supposed 
to  be  regulated  by  law ;  but  I  cannot 
say  that  in  my  opinion  the  law  ia  clear ; 
and  it,  therefore,  ia  not  in  m^  power  at 
this  moment  to  give  any  opinion  as  to 
what  compensation— as  to  how  persons 
who  have  suffered  can  receive  oom- 

Eensation  for  those  losses.   I  hope  I 
ave  now  answered  clearly  all  the  Ques- 
tioils  that  have  been  put  to  mo. 

Mr.  "W.  H.  smith  :  I  wish  to  ask 
whysome p^;^on of  the  500  men  who 
irm%'']imm  -l^'i^t  used  to  arrest 


the  riot  during  the  two  hours  which  it 
lasted  P  I  am  informed  that  SO  men  at 
any  time  during  those  riota  might  have 
pnt  a  complete  stop  to  the  riots. 

SniE.  A8SHET0N  CE0S8:  I  wish 
to  ask,  in  the  first  place,  whether  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  has  told  us  every^ 
thing  which  took  place  between  the 
Home  Office  and  the  Police  Authorities 
during  his  period  of  Office  ?  "Whether 
any  communications  had  been  made 
further  than  he  has  told  us  by  himself 
or  the  Under  Secretary  of  the  Home 
Office  with  the  police  in  reference  to 
these  transactions ;  and  I  also  wish  to 
ask  as  to  the  statement  be  has  made  that 
the  Home  Office  were  not  in  the  habit 
of  having  communications  with  the 
police  in  the  course  of  the  day  when  a 
meeting  was  to  take  place  ?  I  was  as- 
toush^  by  what  he  stated  of  the  matter, 
because,  by  the  experience  I  have  had 
at  the  Home  Office,  it  entirely  differs 
from  the  usual  course.  I  have  had  con- 
stant communications  with  the  police.  I 
also  wish  to  ask  how  it  happened,  if 
there  were  these  reserves,  none  of  them 
were  brought  forward,  when  it  was  clear 
that  a  sm^l  amount  of  force  would  have 
stopped  the  riot  ?  I  wish  to  ask,  also, 
whether  any  mounted  police  were  on 
duty  at  the  time,  because  they  are  ex- 
tremely  useful  P  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  made  a  full  and  long  state- 
ment ;  but  I  think  he  has  not  satisfied 
the  House  on  the  real  point  which  it 
wanted  to  know,  as  to  how  this  matter 
happened ;  and  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
some  opportunity  of  discussing  this  at 
greater  length  than  we  can  now,  because 
he  has  had  ^e  opportunity  of  making 
this  statement,  which  it  is  impossible  to 
answer  or  to  make  any  comments  upon, 
as  it  would  be  out  of  Order.  There- 
fore, I  wish  to  ask  what  opportunity 
will  be  given  of  discussing  this  ques- 
tion? 

Mb.  PIOTON:  I  also  wish  to  ask 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  at  the  very  time 
the  mob  was  marching  along  St.  James's 
Street  and  Piccadilly  breaking  windows 
a  considerable  force  of  police  was  idly 
guarding  Buckingham  Palace,  where 
there  was  no  riot ;  and  whether  any 
denial  can  be  given  to  .the  allegation 
that  warnings  had  been  given  to  the 
shopkeepers  m  the  City  by  the  police  ? 

Mb.  OHILDBBS:  Two  QuestiODsare 
put  to  me  almost  in  the  same  words  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  by  my 
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riglti  bon.  !£Viend ;  and  ilkoie  are  how  it 
was  that  these  people  were  in  the  pou* 
tion  to  oommit  this  riot  f  To  that  Qaes- 
tkm  I  can  onfy  say  that  it  is  what  we  are 
carefully  inquiring  into.  The  faot  is 
that  a  large  body  of  men  went  away 
westward  from  l^afalgar  Sqnare,  and 
they  oommitted  tSiese  depredations ;  and 
the  question  we  are  examining  at  this 
moment  is  how  iSbxsy  eame  to  be  allowed 
to  do  so,  and  that  is  the  question  which 
the  Police  Authoritiee  are  inquiring  into, 
and  as  to  which  it  would  not  be  proper 
for  me  to  say  more.  My  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Ficton)  asks  me  a  Question  whe- 
ther there  was  a  force  near  Buckiagham 
Palace?  It  is  perfectly  true.  There 
was  in  the  Mali  a  considerable  force  of 
police,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  sent  there  are  also 
amongst  those  bein^  investigated.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  also  asks  me  if 
other  communications  passed  between 
the  Police  Authorities  and  the  Home 
Office  ?  Bo  far  as  I  can  ascertain  there 
were  none.  I  can  only  speak  of  those 
which  passed  between  myself  and  others. 
I  am  told  that  none  passed  either  be- 
tween myself  or  other  members  of  my 
Department  and  the  Police  Authorities. 
As  to  the  alarming  rumours  in  the  City, 
it  is  perfectly  true  I  received  a  telegram 
from  a  Gentleman  who  is  a  Member  of 
this  House,  and  I  believe  an  Alderman 
of  the  City.  He  sent  to  me  a  very  alarm- 
ing telegram  begging  me  to  take  steps 
to  prevent  what  was  going  to  happen. 
We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  City 
Police  whatever.  The  Gty  Police  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Corporation,  and 
we  referred  to  Colonel  Fraser  to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  was  any  foundation 
for  the  rumour,  and  we  were  told  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  the  rumour. 
That  shows  how  easy  it  is  to  circulate 
unfounded  rumours.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  asks  me  whether  any 
mounted  police  were  presentfNomoimted 
police  were  employed  during  the  day. 
He  Anther  asks  me  a  Question  which  I 
thought  I  had  already  answered.  I  can 
only  speak  for  myself,  but  I  have  asked 
the  officials  at  the  Home  Office  and  Scot- 
land Yard,  and  they  both  tell  me  that 
during  the  progress  of  a  meeting  it  is 
not  customary  that  communications 
should  pass  between  Scotland  Yard  and 
the  Home  Office.  I  am  informed  that  it 
has  only  been  done  in  one  case,  during 
the  great  Beform  Bill  of  1 884,  when  two 
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oommiiBieationB  were  made  to  my  right 

hon.  Friend.  With  respeot  to  the  gene- 
ral practice  as  to  these  meetings,  I  think 
I  said  before  that  it  is  not  customary 
for  communioattons  to  pass  between  the 
head  of  the  police  and  the  Home  Offioe 
until  the  m«etiag  is  over ;  but  I  oan- 
fully  excepted  f^m  my  statement  uy 
aUnsion,  as  aqnestionoi  duty,  of  rmorts 
made  of  oeonrrenoes  after  sneh  as  tiiose 
which  took  place  on  IConday  week.  I 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
wait  for  the  result  of  the  inquiry  which 
is  being  got  through  with  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible. The  Committee  sit  four  hours 
daily,  and  the  evidence  is  being  printed 
from  day  to  day ;  and  not  an  hour  will 
be  lost  in  layii^  it  before  the  House, 
together  with  snoh  dedsion  as  1  have 

Sib  ROBERT  FOWLER :  At  what 
hour  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  re- 
ceive the  telegram  from  the  City  ? 

Mb.  CHILDERS  :  It  did  not  come  on 
Monday  at  all,  but  either  on  Tuesday  or 
^f^odiitfidft^e 

Mb.  RITOHIE  :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman made  nee  of  one  observati<m 
which  mifffat  lead  to  misoonoeption.  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  the  inquiiy 
was  to  ascertain  who  was  to  blame  for 
the  riot.  I  presume  he  used  it  in  the 
sense  as  applying  to  the  police  ? 

Me.  OHILDiatS :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  OOOKE  :  I  wish 
to  ask  whether  any  information  reached 
the  Home  Office  on  Tuesday,  the  9tb, 
the  day  after  the  riot  in  the  West  End, 
of  alarming  rumours  prevailing  in  the 
South  of  London  to  the  effect  that  a 
great  body  of  men  were  marching  £rom 
Greenwich  and  Deptford,  in  consequence 
of  which  many  thousands  of  persons 
assembled  in  Newington  Butts  uid 
Causeway  and  at  the  Elephant  and 
Castle,  and  created  so  much  alarm  as 
to  cause  the  shopke^ers-to  close  their 
shops;  and,  if  the  rumours  reaohed 
the  Home  Office,  what  stms  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  took  to  tS\a!j  the 
alarm? 

Mb.  CHILDERS  :  It  is  a  rather  diffi- 
cult Question  to  answer  oCF-faand.  Un- 
doubtedly on  Tuesday  and  on  Wednes- 
day very  alarming  rumours  did  reach 
the  Home  Office.  In  every  case  we  made 
inquiry,  and  found  those  rumours  were, 
almost  without  exception,  unfounded ; 
and  we  did  our  best  to  allay  public  uneasi- 
ness by  instiuoting  the  polue  to  give  in* 
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fonnatioii  that  thwe  waa  no  faondaiion 
for  TuaonrB. 

Snt  BOBEBT  FOWLER:  I  have 
to  ask  tlL«  Ti^ht  hon.  GeafJeman  wkat 
facilities  Jie  will  gire  tlie  House  for  dis- 
ouBMPg  the  matter? 

Mb.  OHILDERS:  I  caa  promise  to 
do  nothiog  more  than  to  lay  on  the  Table 
as  early  as  possible  the  eridenoe  now 
Iwing  taken  befiwe  the  Oonunittee;  it 
tiien  rests  irith.  the  House. 

8iE  BOBEBT  FOWIiEB:  Perhaps 
the  right  Hon.  Gfentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Qovemment  will  answer  the 
Question. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  It  is  impoaaible 
for  me  to  enter  into  that  question.  We 
must  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
evidence  and  the  Beport  before  we  can 
fix  any  day ;  besides,  after  what  I  have 
stated  about  Supply,  I  cfuinot  pledge 
n^^If  by  giving  any  precise  under- 

LoS)  ALGEBNON  PERCY :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary for  uae  Home  Department  whe- 
ther there  ia  any  truth  in  the  report  that 
while  the  mob  were  breaking  the  win- 
dows in  Pall  Mali  50  polioa  were  marched 
across  Waterloo  Place  to  the  Duke  of 
York's  Column,  with  distinct  orders  not 
to  interfere;  and  whether  15  police 
were  not  afterwards  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent the  mob  from  proceeding  &om 
Oxford  Street  down  Bond  Street? 

Mb.  CHILDEBS  :  The  noble  Lord 
has  given  me  Notice  of  some ;  I  will  ask 
him  to  give  me  Notioe  of  all  his  Ques- 
tions. Ko  order  was  ^ven  by  anybody 
for  the  police  not  to  interfere.  As  to 
the  movements  of  particular  bodies  of 
men,  I  eould  not  answer  the  Qoeetion 
without  Notioe. 

Sib  BOBEBT  PEEL:  I  wi^  to  in- 
dorse what  has  been  said  by  the  hon. 
Banmet  the  Member  for  w  City  of 
London  (iSir  Bobwt  Fovler) — tiiat  the 
House  should  be  allowed  full  oppor- 
imniy  of  disouBsing  a  matter  which  is  a 
disgrace  to  the  Metropolis  and  a  dis- 
credit to  the  Police  Force.  I  am  sur- 
prised that  no  one  has  got  up — [  Criet  of 
"Order!"] 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  will  confine  himadf  to 
putting  a  Question. 

Sib  BOBEBT  PEEL :  Yes,  Sir ;  I 
wilL  I  wish  to  ask  whether  an  oppor- 
timity  of  discussing  the  matter  wul  be 
giveD  00  Monday? 


Mb.  CHILDEBS :  I  am  myself  im 
favour  of  discussing  the  qnestion;  and, 
so  far  aa  I  am  ooaowned,  thwe  will  be 
no  delay  in  plamng  the  P^seb  befove 
the  House. 

Mb.  PULESTON  :  WiU  the  Papers 
be  printed  ? 

CHILDEBS:  Ym. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEiaHTON :  I 
wish  to  know  whether  this  Court  of  In- 
quiry, when  it  is  established,  will  be 

gretuuded  from  reporting  thai  the  Home 
eoretary  himedi  is  to  blame  ? 
[No  reply.] 

ITALT— ARHEST  OP  PKOPEMOE 
NIOHOL. 

Sib  HENBT  BOSCOE:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  a  Question,  of  which  I 
have  given  him  private  Notice,  Whe- 
ther he  can  gire  the  House  any  infor- 
mation as  to  the  arrest  at  Naples,  re- 
ported in  to-day's  Tim$$,  of  Professor 
Nichol,  of  Glasgow  University;  and, 
what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Foreign  Office  to  procure  Professor 
Nichol's  release? 

The  UNDER  SECEETABY  or  STATE 
(Mr.  Bbyce)  :  In  reply  to  the  Question  of 
my  hon.  Friend,  I  have  to  state  that  the 
Foreign  Office  are  not  in  possession  of 
full  details  connected  with  Nichora 
arrest ;  but  having  heard  of  the  fact, 
and  at  the  instance  of  his.  family,  the 
Secretary  of  State  immediately  in- 
structed Her  Majeely's  Ambassador  at 
Borne,  by  telegraph,  to  address  prompt 
representations  on  his  behalf  to  the 
Italian  Government.  The  charge  against 
Mr.  Nichol  was  that  he  had  carried  a 
Bwordstick  in  the  street,  an  act  whioh, 
as  we  are  informed,  is  severely  dealt 
with  by  the  law  of  Italy.  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  Sir  John  Lumley,  on  me 
day  following,  informed  Lord  Bosebery, 
by  telegraph,  that  Mr.  Nichol  was  not 
in  custody,  and  had  arrived  at  Bome 
iirom  Naples.  The  Italian  Government 
have  shown  great  courtesy  in  the  mat- 
tOT,  and  it  is  now  believed  that  it  will 
be  disposed  of  by  the  impomtion  of  a 
fine. 

THE  DEBATE  ON  THE  ADDRESS— 
PEESONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mb.  LLEWELLYN  said,  he  wished 
to  make  an  explanation.  He  under- 
stood that  certain  words  of  hie  at  a  poli^ 
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tioal  meejinff  in  the  country  had  giren 
offenoe  to  tne  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton. He  desired  to  withdraw  the 
words,  and  to  express  his  regret  to  the 
hon.  Member  and  the  House  for  having 
used  them. 

Mh.  BEADLAUGH  said,  be  need 
hardly  observe  that  he  accepted  the 
withiuawal  of  the  words  in  the  i^rit  in 
which  it  was  made. 

NOTICE  OF  REBOLVTIOn, 

EAST  INDIA,  BURMAH  (EXPENSES  OP 
MIUTABY  OPEaATIONS). 

The  UNDEB  SEOKETABT  of 
STATE  JOB  INDIA  (Sir  Uohtbed 
EAT-Suuxi'iiEWOBTH) :  I  beg  to  give 
Notioe  thai  on  Monday  I  will  more — 

"  Thai,  M^jeity  having  dtreoted  a  MiH- 
taiy  ezpeditj<«  of  Her  forces  (diargod  upon 
Indian  revenues  to  be  despatched  against  the 
King  of  Ava,  this  Hoase  consents  that  the  re- 
venues of  India  shall  he  applied  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Military  operations  which  may 
be  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Indian  possessions," 

LoED  EANDOLPH  OHUEOHILL: 
Is  it  absolntely  necessary  to  more  that 
on  Monday  ? 

SiE  UQHTEED  KAY-SHUTTLE- 
WOETH :  I  beliere  it  is  quite  neoes- 
sazy. 

Omsn  OF  THE  DAY. 

ADDBESS  IK  ANSWER  TO  HER  MA- 
JESTY'S MOST  GBAOIOITB  SPEECH. 

ADJOTJENED  DEBATE.     [nFTH  NIQHT.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Main  Question,  as  amended 
[26th  January.]— [See  page  92.] 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  again 
proposed. 

Debate  retunud. 

Mb.  FLUNKKT  said,  he  thought  the 
House  would  agHee  with  him  that  it  was 
not  very  easy,  on  the  firat  blush,  to  fol- 
low the  enlanation  which  had  been 
g^Ten  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  the 
course  which  he  and  the  Gorernment  in- 
tended to  take  with  reference  to  the 
Address  in  answer  to  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  At  first  he  did  not  himself 
fully  understand  it ;  but,  so  far  as  he 
had  been  able  to  realize  the  effect  of  it, 
he  would  ask  the  leave  of  the  House  to 
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call  attention  to  what  that  effect  must  be. 
There  were  about  that  explanation,  in  a 
very  remarkable  degree,  evidences  of  the 
appropriateness  of  that  epithet  which  the 
nght  hon.  Gentleman  had  applied  to  him- 
self— "  an  old  Parliamentary  hand."  It 
was  a  very  skilful  way  of  getting  rid  of 
the  difficulty,  and  of  a  diBagreeablo  sub* 
ject,  and  of  preventing,  as  far  aspossible, 
any  diaouasiou  of  it  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  It  was  on  the  1 0th  para- 
graph of  the  Address  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment was  defeated:  and  the  11th 
paragraph  was  that  which  dealt  with 
the  agitation  for  the  Eepeal  of  the 
Union.  Now,  no  Amendment  was  sug- 
gested by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman; 
and,  in  point  of  fact,  there  would  be  no 
opportunity  of  referring  to  that  subject 
in  the  debate  on  the  Address,  or,  so  far 
as  he  could  see,  until  a  long  time  after 
the  22nd  of  next  month,  unless  some 
hon.  Member  who  had  not  already  spoken 
called  attention  to  it.  His  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  had  unfortunately 
already  spoken;  and,  therefore,  he  (Mr. 
Flunket)  ventured  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  position  in  which  they 
now  stood.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  that,  in  substance,  he  was  pre- 

Sared  to  accept  the  Address ;  but  what 
id  that  mean  in  &e  li^ht  of  the  qualifi- 
cations given  by  the  nght  hon.  Gentle- 
man when  the  Address  was  last  dis- 
cussed ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  by  no  means  involved  any  accept- 
ance of  the  statements  in  the  Address; 
and  in  order  to  make  that  clear  the  right 
hon, Gentleman  proposed  to  strike  ontcer- 
tain  words  enumerating  the  subjects  to 
which  consideration  was  to  be  given,  and 
to  substitute  the  words  "  the  measures 
which  may  be  submitted  to  Her."  Thusthe 
Government  were  avoiding  all  reference 
to  the  question  of  Ireland,  the  subjeot 
upon  which  the  late  Government  were 
really^  and  practically  defeated,  and  the 
question  whidi  was  absorbing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  whole  country  at  this  moment; 
and,  instead  of  leading  public  opinion, 
the  Gtovetument  were  depriving  Parlia- 
ment of  the  opportunity  of  discussing 
this  question  beyond  the  point  to  which 
it  had  already  gone.  That  course  was 
fatal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
It  would  not  be  possible  on  that  occasion 
to  enter  upon  that  large  subject.  But 
he  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  position  in  which  they 
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0tood— not  for  tKe  purpose  of  Party  re- 
oriminatioa  or  Fartj  advantage,  but 
speaking  as  an  Iriehman — [Zawj^A^r.] 
He  was,  perhaps,  entitled  to  say  to  the 
hon.  Member  iDterruptiog  him  that  he 
had  lived  longer  in  Irel^d,  and  knew 
more  of  Ireland^  than  he  did  —  he 
told  the  Prime  Minister  moat  seriously 
and  solemnly  that  if  he  permitted  that 
qnestioD  to  drift  away  to  some  time  in 
the  dim  and  distant  future — if  he  did 
not  assiire  them  that  on  tlie  22nd  of 
March  Parliament  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  gravely  discussing  his  pro- 
posals—  as  any  settlement  would  be 
better  than  the  state  of  unrest  in  which 
the  country  now  was— every  energy 
for  good  in  Ireland  would  be  completely 

Earalyzed.  He  would  ask  the  right 
on.  Gentleman  tiie  Prime  Minister, 
would  he  go  out  into  the  open  with  his 
proposals,  whatever  they  were,  and  give 
the  House  an  opportunity  of  dieoussiog 
(hem  ?  Would  he  give  his  Colleagues 
in  the  Cabinet  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
GUBungthem?  He  trusted  the  House 
vould  pardon  him  if  he  spoke  warmly. 
That  great  question  of  the  Kepeal  of  the 
Union  had  been  brought  much  to  ^e 
front,  partly  by  the  fact  of  the  return  of 
86  Membera  pledged  to  that  policy,  and 
partly  by  the  existence  of  an  organiza- 
tion in  Ireland  which  waa  overpowering 
the  Government  of  the  Queen  in  that 
country.  The  late  Government  had  met 
Parliament  with  a  definite  proposal  to 
deal  with  the  organization  which  bad 
set  at  defiance,  and  to  a  great  extent 
overpowered,  the  Government  of  the 
Queen  in  that  country,  and  with  a  defi- 
nite declaration  on  tne  qu^tion  of  Be- 
pedl  of  the  Union.  They  had  made*  a 
distinct  declaration  of  policy  on  the 

aaestion  of  Bepeal,  and  offered  a  direct 
ballenge  on  the  question  of  bringing 
forward  a  measure  to  deal  witih  the  or- 

Sanization  which  he  referred  ta  But 
le  IMme  Minister,  tor  his  own  part, 
declined  to  take  advantage  of  the  pro- 
posals of  the  late  Government,  or  to  be 
"led  into  a  trap"  by  taking  up  the 
challenge  thrown  down ;  but  imme- 
diately afterwards,  on  a  side  issue, 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  real 
issue,  defeated  the  late  Government,  and 
took  upon  himself  and  his  Colleagues 
the  responsibility  of  dealing  with  this 
great  subject.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man accepted  the  Address  in  answer  to 
tike  Qraoious  Speech  &om  the  Throne,  but 
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told  the  House  also  that  for  tibie  joeeent 
he  did  Bot  mean  to  tske  any  measures  «t 

all  of  a  coercive  ohoracter  to  put  down 
the  National  League  in  Ireland,  but  in- 
tended at  some  distant  date  to  name 
certain  measures  dealing  with  ^e  land 
Question,  and  any  other  question  which 
might  call  for  the  attention  of  Par- 
liament. What  was  the  practical 
effect  of  this  very  skilful  manner  of 
dealing  with  the  subject?  It  left  the 
National  League  in  possession  of  the 
field.  It  le^  the  National  League 
triumphant  through  a  great  part  of  Ire- 
land, and  postponed  to  some  distant  date 
the  discussion  of  the  question  of  the  Be- 
peal  of  the  Union ;  and  this  i^ter  the  en- 
couragement which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  given  to  the  agitation  by 
everything  he  had  said  and  done.  The 
great  charge  against  the  lateQovemment 
was  that  it  had,  by  l^e  experiment  of 
dispensing  with  exceptional  legislation! 
purobased  the  support  of  the  Separatist 
Party  in  Ireland  at  too  high  a  price.  He 
thought  tbat  the  preaent  Government 
was  open  to  tiie  cha^  that  after  that 
e^eriment  had  ftiled  tliey  had  adopted 
-  the  same  course  of  jurocedure—they  pro- 
posed to  proceed  in  Ireland  without  ex- 
ceptional legislation  at  double  the  price. 
How  had  that  arrangement  been  brought 
about  ?  By  reliance  on  the  vague 
phrases  used  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
which  might  mean  anything  or  nothing, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  agitation 
which  meant  the  Bepeal  of  the  Union. 
He  had  stated  that  he  would  insist  on 
the  authority  of  the  Crown  and  the  in- 
tegrity of  tlw  l^pirs^  and  such  Parlia- 
mentuy  guarantees  as  might  be  neces- 
sary to  preserve  that  integrity.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell)  was  gracious  enough  to  say  that 
there  was  nothing  that  he  oould  see  in 
granting  Home  Bule  that  intwfered 
with  these  conditions.  The  hon.  Member 
was,  of  course,  willing  to  let  the  Govern- 
ment down  as  easy  as  possible ;  but  on 
this  question  they  had  the  fresher  mind 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon),  who  stated  that  nothing  short 
of  absolute  and  unpontroUed  indepen- 
dence would  meet  the  demands  of  Irish- 
men  

Me.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  say  that  I 
did  not  use  those  words,  nor  waa  I  re- 
ported as  having  used  them. 

MB.PLUNKET:  Of  course,  if  the  hon. 
Member  said  he  did  not  use  those  words 
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be  vonld  vithdraw  them  «t  onoe.  He 
had  the  report  of  what  the  hon.  Ifem- 
ber  had  eaid.  The  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
IKUoa)  stated  that  aldMM^h  he  mig-ht 
be  called  an  extnme  Irishnian,  he 
vould  saj  that  he,  for  one,  was  ready  to 
shake  haads  irith  Engli^men.  They 
vould  turn  over  a  new  leaf  in  regard  to 
them  if  tii^  -would  restore  to  them  the 
eomplete  and  absolute  power  to  make 
laws  for  their  own  oounby.  Those 
were  the  words  need  1^  die  hon.  Mem- 
ber; and  he  (Mr.  Plunket)  had  not 
misr«)resented  his  meaning. 

Mr.  billon  :  Ton  nsed  the  word 
"  independence"  where  I  said  "absolute 
power  to  make  laws." 

Mb.  plunket  said,  he  thought  that 
he  had  not  misrepieseated  the  meaning 
of  the  hon.  Member  to  any  considerable 
extent.  He  believed  that  the  powers 
the  hon.  Gentleman  asked  for  conid  not 
be  reconciled  with  anything  but  a  sepa- 
rate Xiegislature,  uncontrolled  by  the 
British  Parliament.  No  Member  of  the 
HoQse  would  be  more  sincerely  glad 
than  be  if  it  were  possible  to  d^se 
flome  means  by  which  the  Tiews  and  de- 
sires (yf  hon.  uentlemm  rspmoilang  a 
large  number  of  oonstftnenoies  in  £re- 
land  ooidd  be  met  and  reconciled  with- 
out setting  up  a  separate  Legislature, 
which,  he  beliered,  wonld  be  fVaugbt 
with  consequences  the  most  fatal  to  the 
best  interests  of  hie  country,  and  which 
must  quickly  lead  to  the  separation  of 
the  two  countries.  Now,  in  what  posi- 
tiott  would  the  matter  stand  f  When,  at 
some  distant  period,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  be  oompelled  to  come  for- 
ward with  his  policy  on  this  subject — 
for  the  hon.  MemlJer  for  the  Oity  of 
Oork  was  very  willing  to  make  a  sur- 
render of  the  Goremment  as  easy  as 
possible,  for  he  would  gain  eTer3rthing 
by  the  delay— the  questlcu  would  then 
be  Ufbed  out  of  the  eategoiy  of  measures 
whieh  great  statesmen  haa  frequently 
declared  could  not  be  entertained  as  a 
practical  proposal.  This  was  because  it 
was  believed  to  be  deadly  and  destruo- 
tire  to  f^e  best  and  most  vital  interests 
of  the  country.  Besides,  the  measure 
would,  in  the  meantime,  receive  the  re- 
putation of  having  the,  at  least,  quali- 
fied support  of  the  Prime  Minister. 
They  would  find  that  those  who  were 
their  enemies  in  Ireland  would  have 
their  hopes  raised  to  the  utmost ;  and 
the  task  of  deaiiag  with  the  qnestion, 


and,  in  the  end,  disappolntii^  du»e 
hopes,  would  be  mora  difflonlt  tMn  ever. 
The  QovemmeBt  would  find  many  of 
their  Mends  in  Ireland  fstt  away  from 
them,  because  they  oould  not  expeet  men 
to  stick  for  ever  to  a  cause  that  seemed 
hopeless  and  helfdees.  He  did  not  ex* 
pect  the  Prime  MxniBter  to  bring  forwaircl 
his  proposals  at  once ;  but  he,  ft)r  onof 
desired  to  enter  his  protest  urainst  a 
TK^iey  which  he  feared  was  too  ^ely  to 
be  to  the  eonvenieoee  of  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen oppomte— namely,  letting  this 
question  dnft  along. 

ThbOHANOEIIoBoftbbRXOHB. 
aUBB  (Sir  Whjuau  Haacoubt)  t  Sir, 
I  rejoice  to  hear  a  speech  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hunket)  on  the 
subject  of  Irish  policy.  If  there  is 
anything  to  regret  in  the  existence  of 
the  late  Gktvernment,  it  is  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — one  of  the  greatest 
ornaments  of  the  House,  and  an  Irish- 
man of  whom  Ireland  is  ptoud-^was 
dumb  on  the  questiou  of  Ireland.  To- 
night we  have  heard  what  Lord  Bea* 
oonsfield  called  the  "first  wild  shriek  of 
liberty."  In  July  and  August  last, 
when  the  most  important  determina- 
tions,  which  <dumged  for  ever  the  policy 
of  the  Irish  Government,  were  taken  1^ 
the  late  Administration,  I  derired,  above 
all  things,  to  know  the  views  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  upon  those  critical  de- 
oisions.  On  that  oocasion  we  had 
speeches  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
and  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Rando^ 
Churdiill),  then  the  Member  for  Wood- 
stock, explanatory  of  that  policy.  There 
were  speeches  from  t^e  late  Solioitor 
General  (Sir  John  Gorst)  which  we  do 
not  forget,  nor  the  response  tiiey  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  the  Ulster  Mem- 
bers. Mr.  Gibson,  then  one  of  the  moat 
distinguished  Members  that  ever  sat  for 
Dublin  University,  who  was  subse- 
quently L(»d  Ohancellor  of  Lvland,  ap- 
TOoved  of  the  Xriah  policy  of  the  late 
Government.  In  the  jEteoeas  we  had  a 
remar^ble  revelation  from  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Bandolph  Ohurehill)  at 
Sheffield,  in  which  he  stated  that  a  con- 
sultation had  been  held  many  weeks 
before  the  last  Liberal  Government  was 
turned  out  as  to  the  course  of  Iri^h 
policy  without  the  knowledge  and  with- 
out the  responsibility  of  Government, 
and  that  the  Gentlemen  who  afterwards 
formed  the  late  Admiustnition  wen 
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detornuMd  to  tak«  a  .diffexont  couree. 
Those  were  ioiportwit  decisions  affeoting 
the  present  situation,  and  it  is  surprising 
that  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Flunket)  was  not 
then  heard.  The  right  hon.  Q«nUeman 
eomplains  of  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
present  GoTennnent  in  Btatuqaf  a  definite 
policj  for  Ireland,  and  asserte  that  the 
late  Administration  had  made  up  their 
minds  as  to  what  they  were  to  do  in  re- 
ference  to  the  National  League.  Is  that 
a£act?  Did  the  late  Qorenunent  an- 
nounce a  de&iite  poUot  on  that  subject 
in  the  Qaeea's  Speech?  What  was  the 
meaning  of  those  "  hynothelxoal  para- 
graplis  r  "  What  was  the  meaning^to 
horaow  another  phrase  from  Lord  Bea- 
consfield — of  that  "  transient  and  em- 
barrassed phantom"  vfaich  went  upon 
so  hurried  a  mission  to  Ireland  ?  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Bandolph 
Ohurchill),  in  an  address  to  his  new  con- 
stituents at  Faddington,  described  the 
late  Adminiatration  as  a  fortunate  Go- 
vernment till  the  day  of  the  Queen's 
Speech,  when  it  met  for  the  first  time 
with  a  bit  of  bad  luck.  But  the  fortu- 
nate Gbvemmeut  which  met  with  a  bit 
of  bad  luck  on  the  day  the  Queen's 
Speech  was  settledlost  "arespectableand 
estimable  Nobleman"  (the  Earl  of  Oar- 
narro^,  who,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
noble  Lord,  threw  up  the  goyemment  of 
Ireland.  That  was  theGoTsnimentwhich 
had  so  dedded  a  policy,  and  which  had 
made  up  its  mind  vith  regard  to  Ireland. 
But  the  noble  Lord,  in  this  same  speech 
which  he  delivered  the  other  night  to 
his  new  constituents,  stated  that  be  had 
no  particular  reason  for  doubting  that 
Lord  Camarron  had  differed  from  the 
Membera  of  the  late  Oabinet.  Well,  I 
should  hare  thought  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  a  difficult  thing  for  one  Oabinet  to 
describe  the  sentiments  of  another  upon 
a  given  policy  of  the  Gk>Temmeut.  The 
noble  Lord  is  not  poative  whether  the 
late  Lord  Lieutenant  for  Ireland  did  or 
did  not  agree  with  the  policy  of  the  last 
Oabinet;  but  I  mil  assume  that  he  did 
afp«e  with  his  GoUeagaes.  Then  why 
did  tiixB  estimable  Nobleman  tibvow  up 
the  goTerament  of  Ireland  on  the  day 
-  the  Queen's  Speech  was  d^vered? 
Then  there  is  another  official  who  is  not 
altogether  regarded  as  immaterial  to  the 
government  of  Ireland  —  I  mean  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
But  he  has  not  even  been  me&tioned,  and 
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until  wil^n  a  iew  hours  of  the  special 
missiou  of  the  right  htm.  Qentleman  tbQ 
Member  for  "Westrainater  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  one  would  have  supposed  that 
the  late  Government  never  knew  of  such 
a  person  as  a  Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  responsiblo  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland.  He  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
also  disagreed,  but  for  what  reason  we 
have  no  information.  All  we  know  is 
that  after  the  speei^  and  inspired  mis- 
sion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  Dub- 
lin in  the  poution.  of  Ohief  Secgretaiyi 
the  eminent  and  estimable  NoUenun  len 
Ireland;  amd  the  change  of  policy  of  the 
late  GoremmeDt.  agreed  upon,  it  ap- 
peared, inDecember,  was  then  announced 
to  the  publio.  That  ia  the  history  of 
what  I  veoture  to  say  will  remain  to  the 
latest  period  of  political  history  the  most 
extraordinary  paragra^  ever  occurring 
in  a  Speech  from  the  Throne.  But  wo 
are  almost  as  badly  off  as  the  late  Go- 
vernment, for  if  their  Lord  Lieutenant 
threw  up  t^  government  of  Ireland, 
oure  has  hardly  arrived  there.  Now,  if 
a  Govemment  which  had  been  in  (Moe 
seven  months  could  not  announce  a 

Eolioy  because  their  Lord  Lieutenant 
ad  thrown  up  the  government  of  Ire- 
land on  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament, it  woiud  certainly  be  unreason- 
aUe  to  expeot  the  present  Government, 
whose  Lord  Lieutenant  had  hudly 
reached  Dublio,  to  make  a  d^uite ptate- 
ment  with  regard  to  their  Irish  policy. 
We  must  have  time  to  receive  official 
information.  I  know  we  are  inferior  to 
the  late  Administration,  beoause  the 
noble  Lord  has  told  us  that  their  deter- 
mination not  to  renew  the  Crimes  Act 
was  taken  weeks  before  they  took  Office. 

LoED  BANDOLPH  OHUECHILL : 
No,  never.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  mistaken. 

Sia  WILLIAM  HABGOURT :  Well, 
that  is  my  recollection,  and  I  think  if 
the  noble  Lord  will  consult  the  unautho- 
rized version  of  his  speeeh  I  am  not 
very  incorrect. 

Lord  BANDOLPH  OHUBCHILL : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  leaves  out  a 
very  important  qualification.  I  said 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  who  fomed  the 
late  Administration  came  together  some 
time  before  the  question  of  renewing 
the  Crimes  Act  came  up  in  Faxliament, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  in  ab- 
sence of  offimal  information  that  might 
be  subsequeaitly  furnished,- it  did  not 
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appear  on  the  aarfaoe  of  things  that 
there  waa  cause  for  a  renewal  of  it. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HABCOUBT  :  I  am 
Borry  I  did  not  read  this  qualification. 
There  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  if  a 
GoTernment  finds  iaformatioa  that  leads 
them  to  reverse  their  policy  they  will 
^  tBO.  I  admit  that  it  was  a  very  im- 
portant decision ;  and  thoi^h,  no  doubt, 
the  noble  Lord  -wished  it  kept  a  secret, 
as  it  was  from  his  own  Party,  people  are 
indiscreet,  and  it  must  hare  got  out. 
But  I  will  not  dwell  on  that  except  to 
say  it  is  not  usual  and  not  very  prudent 
for  a  GK>vernment  with  responsibility  to 
come' to  such  a  determination.  But  I  do 
not  feel  justified  in  detaining  the  House 
upon  what  is  really  a  qriestion  how  long 
we  shall  continue  to  debate  the  Address. 
We  cannot  be  expected  now  to  make  a 
declaration  of  Irish  policy.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Gladstone)  has  said  he 
will  make  his  declaration  at  as  early  a 
period  as  he  prudently  can.  The  diffi- 
culties surrounding  toe  question,  the 
complexity  of  the  social  condition  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  difficulties  of  the  political 
situation,  have  been  admitted.  We 
must  be  cautious,  and  mast  discuss  this 
matter  in  as  temperate  a  spirit  as  we 
can.  No  man  can  admire  the  eloquence 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  more  than 
I  do;  but  the  question  is  hardly  im- 
proved, nor  can  it  be  determined,  by 
eloquence.  There  are  hard  questions  of 
fact  to  be  dealt  with.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Goremment 
does  not  intend  at  the  present  time  to 
make  any  proposal,  and  has  given  his 
undertaking  that  this  matter  shall  be 
brought  forward  at  as  early  a  period  as 
the  difficulty  and  complexity  of  the 
question  will  permit.  It  is  premature 
and  profitless  to  proceed  witJi  an  imper- 
fect oisonasion.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Flnnket)  says  the  Prime 
Minister  proposes  a  skilful  course ;  but 
I  say  it  IS  a  common-sense  course,  and 
that  any  other  would  have  only  proroked 
the  bitterest  disoussion  upon  a  question 
not  yet  ripe  for  discussion,  and  upon 
which  we  are  not  prepared  to  announce 
a  policy. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  said, 
he  should  not  have  taken  part  in  the 
debate  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  re- 
markable speech  of  the  Ohancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (8ir  William  Harcourt), 
in  reply  to  the  temperate  request  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Piunket).  They 
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were  now  asked  to  assent  to  the  Addnas 
in  reply  to  the  Speech,  which  contained 
paragraphs  declaring  that  the  Union 
was  a  fundamental  law  of  the  Kealm, 
and  announcing  that  measures  for  the 
restoration  of  social  order  in  Ireland 
were  to  be  introduced.  Now  the  Prime 
Minister  asked  them  to  'assent  in  sub- 
stance to  those  panum^he. 

Mb.  GLADeaX)NE:  Assent  to  the 
whole  substance  of  the  Address. 

LoBD  GEOBGE  HAMILTON :  As- 
sent to  the  whole  substance  of  the  Ad- 
dress; and  what  hie  right  hon.  Friend 
wanted  to  know  was,  whether  they  were 
to  assent  in  all  sincerity,  or  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  gaining  time  and  lulling 
to  sfeep  suBuioiona  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  created  in  every  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  ?  To  this  request 
they  had  the  speech  of  the  Ohancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
just  delivered,  which  was  merely  a  repe- 
tition of  one  of  his  hustings  harangues. 
It  was  unwise  of  the  Ohancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  call  attention  to 
past  controversies ;  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  tumble  to  pieces  In  the 
next  few  weeks,  his  impression  was  that 
the  right  hon.  QMitleman  would  be  veiy- 
glad  not  to  be  reminded  of  the  expres- 
sions which  he  had  used  in  those  speeches 
of  his.  The  last  occasion  on  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  addressed  a  public 
audience,  subsequent  to  the  elections, 
he  made  certain  remarks  of  a  peculiar 
character.  He  declared  that  he  was  not 
anxious  to  turn  out  the  late  Government. 
What  he  wished  was  "  that  they  should 
stew  in  their  own  Pamellite  juice."  And 
he  proceeded  to  say— 

"  They  would  then  stink  in  the  nosfrih  of 
the  country ;  and  when  they  were  flnng,  dis- 
credited and  disgraced,  to  Uie  countiy,  tiie 
nation  would  pronoonoe  final  jad^ent  upon 
them." 

That  waa  the  opinion  the  ri^t  htm. 
Gentleman  expressed  a  few  weeks  ago 
with  reterenoe  to  one  section  tiwt 
House  —  die  followers  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  tbe  City  of  Oork.  Did 
the  Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer  still 
entertain  the  same  views  ? — because, 
as  had  been  pointed  out,  the  National 
League  were,  at  the  present  moment,  in 
a  great  part  of  Ireland  in  possession  of 
the  field.  Was  it  to  be  supposed  that 
because,  in  June  last,  the  late  Govern- 
ment were  not  prepared  to  r«iew  the 
Ooerdon  Bill,  the  present  G^rmment — 
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things  haviBg  dereioped  much  sinoe  in 
Ireland — were  ju0ti0ed  in  vithholdiog 
all  mention  of  their  policy  for  the  reason 
stated?  What  was  that  reason f  That, 
although  the  GbTemment  came  into 
Office  on  the  Irish  Question,  they  vere 
in  such  a  position  that  they  were  not 
even  ripe  fat  the  aimouncemeni  of  any 
policy.  Speaking  for  himself,  having 
lived  a  large  part  of  his  life  in  Irelan(^ 
he  would,  imder  the  same  <aroum8tances, 
anrlve  at  the  same  decision  which  he 
arrived  at  last  June  as  to  the  Coercion 
Act;  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thought  they  were  wrong,  he  might 
have  reflected  upon  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre,  who  stated  that  it  would 
be  absurd  with  the  one  hand  to  largely 
extend  the  franchise,  and  with  the  other 
deprive  the  Irish  people  of  their  civil 
liberties.  This  only  showed  that  greater 
value  ought  to  be  attached  to  their  ulti- 
mate decision,  because  they  had  shown 
that  they  were  most  reluctant  to  intro- 
duce coercion.  As  the  late  Government 
had  been  practically  turned  out  on  the 
Irish  Qnestionf  their  Suocessors  ou^ht 
to  be  prepared  with  an  altemative  pohoy. 
What  was  the  soursa  which  the  Govem- 
ment  proposed  to  take  ?  They  proposed 
to  leave  uiem  absolutely  in  the  dark  for 
a  month  as  to  their  IriE^  proposals,  and 
then  to  commence  an  examination  of  the 
question. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  "We  have 
commenced  it  now. 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON :  You 
have  commenced  it  now  ? 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  Yes. 

LoED  GEOEGE  HAMILTON  said, 
the  examination  which  had  commenced 
was  to  apply  to  a  noble  Lord  (Lord  de 
Yesoi),  one  of  the  most  prominont  mem- 
bers of  the  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Union. 
Why,  Uie  right  hon.  Oentleman  had 
adopted  the  very  policy  which  he  had 
most  energetically  condemned  a  short 
time  back.  Some  years  ago  a  proposal 
vas  made  to  examine  into  the  griev- 
ances of  Ireland,  with  the  view  of  sug- 

§ eating  some  remedy,  and  the  right  hon. 
eotletnan  expressed  himself  with  great 
clearness  on  that  policy.  Here  was  the 
passage  which  he  happened  to  come 
aorosB  a  few  days  ago — 

What  is  the  proposition  P  He  (Mr.  Butt) 
says  great  diBsati^action  exists  in  Ireland,  and 
we  are  to  promise  to  inquire,  with  a  view  to  a 
rem  oral  o£  Uiis  diaaatisfaction.  If  dinatisiac- 
tion  exists  in  »  owuttiy,  does  he  thiak  the 


yague  promiie  of  an  intention  to  inquiro  into 
it  can  be  held  a  fitting  mode  in  which  a  great 
Assembly  like  the  Imperial  Parliament  Bhoald 
meet  that  state  of  th&gs  ?  I  soy,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  a  dangeroDs,  s  tricky  method  for 
Parliament  to  adopt  to  enoonnter  national  dis- 
satisfaction, if  it  really  exists,  with  the  assaronce 
that  may  mean  anything  or  nothing,  which 
may  .  .  .  attract  a  passing  breath  of  popularity, 
but  which,  when  ^e  day  of  trial  comes,  may  be 
found  entbely  to  fail  them.  It  is  a  method  of 
{MTooeeding  which,  whatever  Party  may  he  in 

fwer,  or  whateTOX  measures  may  be  adopted, 
tmat  this  House  will  never  condescend  to 
adopt." 

That  was  the  course  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Colleagues 
were  now  adopting.  [Mr.  Gladstone  : 
No.]  Well,  if  any  Minister  would 
get  up  and  state  that  they  had  made 
up  their  minds  on  the  two  important 
questions  mentioned  in  the  Address, 
they  would  remove  many  doubts  enter- 
tained in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
During  the  recent  elections  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
was  very  sarcastic  on  the  course  adopted 
by  the  late  Government.  He  spoke  of 
it  as  a  policy  of  soft  words  and  hard 
cash."  If  they  had  initiated  such  a 
policy,  they  did  it  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  Union ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment was  now  borrowing  the  policy  of 
soft  words  and  hard  cash,  a's  far  as  could 
be  made  out,  to  undermine  the  Union. 
If  there  was  any  one  person  in  the 
House  who  ought  to  have  been  pre- 
pared with  a  policy,  and  to  whom  they 
had  a  right  to  look  for  explanations,  it 
was  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
No  man  had  used  such  violent  Icmguage 
towards  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  and 
his  Friends  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  He  recollected  him  de- 
nouncing the  doctrines  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  (Mr,  Dillon)  as 
those  of  assassination  and  ^ason,  and 
he  declared  that  the  object  was  to  gain 
"nefarions  ends  by  felonious  means." 
That  was  the  language  the  Gfaanoellor 
of  the  Exchequer  applied  to  an  Associa- 
tion which  he  proposed  to  leave  para- 
mount over  Ireland,  and  who,  to-night, 
declined  to  indicate  any  step  for  putting 
down  what  he  had  so  strongly  con- 
demned. When,  last  year,  the  danger 
in  Ireland  of  the  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise was  pointed  out,  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, when  confronted  with  the  possibility 
of  85  Members  being  returned  to  Par- 
liament pledged  to  Home  Eule,  said  he 
had  sufficient  confidence  that  ho&.  Mem- 
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"bers  would  be  true  to  themaelves,  and 
that  any  oombioation  for  the  Repeal  of 
the  Union  would  be  met  by  the  English 
and  Scottish  Members.  Well,  85  euch 
Members  were  returned,  and  the  right 
hen.  Qentleman  was  true  to  himself, 
because  the  moment  he  found  he  could 
not  obtain  Office  without  the  co-opera- 
tion of  those  85  Members  their  co- 
operation was  inTited.  The  oiroam- 
stanoes  under  which  they  now  met  were 
of  a  very  grave  character ;  and  they  desired 
some  more  definite  expression  of  opinion 
ft-om  Her  Majesty's  Government  than 
any  that  had  as  yet  fallen  from  them. 
He  admitted  that  they  had  only  been  a 
short  time  in  Office ;  but  during  the  last 
six  years  they  had  held  Office  continually, 
with  the  exception  of  about  six  months. 
It  was  often  supposed  that  in  Ireland 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  views  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Pamell)  and  the  separation  of  the 
two  Kingdoms  incurred  great  obloquy ; 
but  the  person  whom  the  Irish  hated 
above  all  was  a  treaoherous  friend ;  and 
that  was  the  part  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  bad  been  pl»ing.  Either 
tibe  Government  intended  to  maintain 
the  Umon,  or  they  did  not  ibtend  to  do 
80.  The  longer  they  delayed  in  an- 
nouncing theit  decuion  the  greater 
would  be  the  difficulties  which  they  had 
to  encounter.  On  that  side  of  the 
House,  thoreFore,  they  asked  for  further 
information  to  be  given,  not  in  any 
Party  spirit,  but  in  all  sincerity,  because 
they  considered  themselves  bound  in 
duty  to  do  so. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN 
said,  he  did  not  propose  to  take  up  much 
time  in  replying  to  the  speech  just 
delivered  by  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
George  Hamilton),  and  which,  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  must  have  been  pre- 
pared in  consideration  of  some  different 
course  than  that  which  had  actually 
bean  taken  by  the  Government.  The 
noble  Lord  had  spoken  as  though  the 
Government  were  asking  the  House  to 
pledge  itself  definitely  to  views  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  and  his  Friends  were 
opposed  in  the  matter  of  Ireland.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Government  had  ac- 
cepted in  the  usual  form  the  Address  in 
answer  to  the  Queen's  Speech,  and  was 
neither  giving  any  pledge  nor  asking 
any  jiledge  from  any  Member  of  the 
House.  The  noble  Lord,  however, 
wiahed  to  obtain  a  pledge ;  for  he  asked^ 


both  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  his 
speech,  whether  the  terms  of  the  Address 
were  to  be  accepted  in  all  sincerity  as 
committing  the  Houso  and  the  Govern^ 
ment  to  the  propontions  contained  in 
the  Address  f  The  noble  Lord  had  had 
a  larger  Parliamentary  experience  than 
he  had  had  himself ;  and  the  noble  Lord 
ought  to  know,  by  this  time,  that  the 
Answer  to  Her  Majesty's  Speeoh  was 
always  bo  worded  as  to  commit  the 
House  to  nothing  except  that  they 
thanked  Her  Miajesfy  for  giving  them 
the  information  contained  in  the  Speech. 
In  fact,  throughout  the  whole  Address 
they  re-echoed  each  paragraph  of  the 
Queen's  Speech;  and,  of  course,  as  a 
matter  of  Constitutional  law,  it  was 
perfectly  understood  that  Her  Majesty, 
in  giving  them  that  information,  was 
acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Government 
which  was  in  power  at  the  time  when 
the  Speech  was  delivered.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  wished  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that,  in  accepting  the 
Address  to  the  Throne  practically  as  it 
had  been  prepared  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, they  were  not  asking  the  House 
to  pledge  itself  to  anything ;  and  they 
did  not  consider  that  the  &te  Govern- 
ment, in  putting  the  Addrras  before 
them,  asked  them  to  commit  themselves 
to  fmything  ather.  The  noble  Lratl 
now  said  that  the  time  had  come  when 
the  Government  must  express  them- 
aelves definitely  on  the  question  of 
Ireland.  The  noble  Lord  had  even 
gone  so  far  as  to  tell  them  that  they  had 
turned  out  the  late  Government  on  the 
question  of  Ireland.  Clearly  the  late 
Government  had  fallen  because  it  was 
utterly  impossible  that  it  could  retain 
OfiSce  any  longer.  He  thought  it  would 
have  been  a  litUe  more  decent  if  they 
had  left  Office  a  little  earlier.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  had  been  absolutely 
beyond  the  power  of  Gentlemen  on  his 
own  side  of  the  House  to  keep  it  in 
Office  any  longer.  It  was  a  physical 
impossibility  to  keep  an  empty  sack 
upright ;  and  the  late  Gtovemment  had 
been  in  tibiat  position  when  they  had 
met  Parliament  without  having  any 
policy  at  all,  either  upon  the  question 
of  Ireland  or  upon  any  other  question. 
Had  the  late  Government  had  any 
policy  on  any  subject  ?  Had  they 
any  policy,  for  instenoe,  with  regard 
to  the  question  of  the  condition  of 
the  agricultural  labourer  iipon  which 
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they  had  fallen  P  Well,  perhaps  they 
had  had  two  polides ;  but  tlie  two  had 
bran  utterly  different,  apd  inconsistent 
with  each  other.  There  had  hem  the 
poii^  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  been  the  Ohanoellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Iaii caster  (Ur.  Chaplin), 
which  had  been  announoed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  evening  of  the  debate ;  and 
then  they  had  had  the  totally  different 
policy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  who  had  preeeded  him 
in  the  Offloe  vhieh  he  now  held.  Kow, 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  Tory  maoh 
interested  in  the  condition  of  the  unem* 
ployed,  and  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  itby  the  Quel's  Speech. 
But  had  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  any 
policy  with  regard  to  relieviDg  the  dis- 
tress of  the  unemployed?  As  to  Ireland, 
they  had  had  no  other  poUcy  than  one 
of  hypothesis.  It  seemed  that  even  in 
a  Tory  Cabinet  they  had  not  altogether 
been  a  happy  family ;  and  it  was  only 
under  the  pressure  of  actual  Parliamen- 
tary conflict  that  they  had  made  up  their 
minds  to  say  something  definite.  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  George 
Hamilton)  had  informed  the  House 
that  he  had  warned  them  as  to  the 
danger  of  extending  ^e  firanohise  in 
Ii^nd.  Bat  what  was  the  aotion  taken 
by  one  of  his  noble  Colleagues?  In  a' 
speech  which  Uie  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Paddington  ^Lord  Randolph 
Churohill)  had  just  delivered  he  had  re- 
minded them  of  the  dangers  incurred  bv 
conferriug  the  franebiee  on  the  Irish 
people,  and  the  inevitable  reeultof  creat- 
ing a  majority  hostile  to  our  institutions. 
At  the  time  when  the  question  was  being 
discussed  a  Motion  had  been  made  by 
an  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Brodrick) 
to  refuse  the  extension  of  the  franchise 
to  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord  had  then 
epoken  of  this  proposal  as  a  re-aoUonary 
one,  and  as  a  slur  and  a  stigma  upon 
that  country. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHUROHILL : 
I  was  below  the  Gangway  then. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN 
wanted  to  kmrw  if  the  noble  Lord's  opi- 
nion changed  in  aooordance  with  the 
articulwr  seat  in  the  House  on  which 
esat? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  do  Dot  suppose  that  anything  said 
below  tiie  Gangway  could  possibly  bind 
anytme  sitting  here. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN  said, 
that  the  views  expressed  by  the  noble 
Lord  had  been  those  of  a  large  section  of 
his  Party,  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  was  now  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach),  of 
Lord  Iddesleigh,  who  was  then  in  that 
House,  and  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem> 
ber  for  East  Leicestershire  (Lord  John 
Manners),  and  some  six  or  seven  prO' 
minmt  Members  of  the  then  ^po- 
sition, who  had  walked  out  of  the  House 
rather  than  vote  in  favour  of  the  Amend- 
ment for  refusing  the  extension  of  the 
franchise  to  Ireland. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH  said, 
that  he  had  not  been  near  the  House  at 
the  time. 

Mr.  JOSEPHCHAMBERLAIN  said, 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bristol 
had  been  worse  than  he  had  supposed. 
It  appeared  that  on  the  ocoasiou  of 
this  important  Amendment,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  noble  Lord,  was  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  great  disaster,  and 
the  return  to  that  House  of  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  Irish  Members,  whose  action 
would  betoay  the  interest  of  the  counizy, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  any- 
where near  the  House.  Then  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  told  thraa 
that  they  had  turned  out  the  late  Go- 
vernment upon  the  Irish  Question.  That 
was  not  the  fact ;  but,  even  if  it  were  so, 
surely  the  ru3h\&  Lord  did  not  mean  that 
they  were  to  have  an  alternative  policy 
the  first  day  they  entered  Office.  That 
view  was  a  dinerent  one  from  that 
which  had  been  consistently  held  by  the 
Tory  Party  for  almost  a  generation. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  had  refused  to  prescribe 
until  he  was  called  in.  It  was  perfectly 
monstrous  to  ask  them,  in  a  matter  of 
this  difficulty  and  complication,  to  come 
to  a  oondusion  on  all  the  details  of  their 
poHoy  in  a  few  days,  when,  by  their  own 
confession,  the  Members  of  uie  late  Go- 
vernment took  six  months  to  consider 
their  policy,  and  had  not  come  to  a  con- 
clusion even  then.  In  a  speech,  again, 
which  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  had  made  at  Sheffield  he  had 
referred  to  the  sources  of  accurate  infor- 
mation whioh  the  late  Government  had 
possessed  with  regard  to  L^land,  and 
bad  told  them  that  weeks  before  the  late 
Government  had  fallen  they  had  come 
to  a  conclusion.  They  bad  beeoi  told  at 
first  that  there  had  been  nothing  whioh 
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would  Trarrant  tiie  Gfovenimeiit  in  ap- 
phing  tor  exceptional  powers  in  Ir^and. 
When  had  the  late  GoTemment  reoeived 
tho  information  upon  -which  they  had  de- 
termined to  apply  for  these  exceptional 
powers?  All  that  the  Queen's  Speech 
had  done  was  to  express  the  opinion 
that  it  might  he  neoessary,  xmder  certain 
oircumstancee,  to  make  some  further  pro- 
posal on  the  subject.  On  the  Thursday 
when  Parliament  met  for  the  disoussion 
of  the  Queen's  Speech  the  Gbvemment 
had  no  policy,  although  they  had  had 
six  months  in  which  to  get  special  infor- 
mation. The  late  Government  had  had 
six  mfHiths'  official  information,  and  the 
xaports  and  the  advice  of  the  Nobleman 
whom  they  appointed  as  Ijord  lientenant 
of  Iraland,  and  "whose  services  were 
deemed  so  valuable  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  this  position— though  it  was 
known  that  he  could  only  hold  it  for  six 
months;  and  yet  they  could  not  make 
up  their  minds  that  it  was  necessary  to 
introduce  coercive  measures.  Then  came 
the  little  incident  to  which  the  Obanoellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  referred.  They 
sent  a  distinguished  Member  of  their 
Administration  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  as 
Chi^  Secretary  to  Ireland ;  and  within 
24  hours  information  sent  by  him  by 
telegraph  was  deemed  suffioieut  to  out- 
weigh all  the  previous  information  sap* 
plied  to  them  by  Lord  Carnarvon  and  by 
the  Lord  Ohanc^or  of  Ireland.  In  24 
hours  there  was  a  grand  new  policy, 
and  a  declaration  that  the  Ghrveniment 
had  determined  apon  coercive  measures. 
The  motives  which  led  tiiem  to  adopt 
this  policy,  when  they  knew  that  tiiey 
were  going  to  fall  on  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr. 
Jesse  CoUings),  were  very  obvious.  The 
present  position  was  a  very  simple  one. 
The  Irish  Question  was  a  matter  of  the 
utmost  gravity,  complexity,  difficulty, 
and  importance.  As  it  presented  itself 
to  the  present  Government,  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  much  greater  |^avity  and  im- 
portance than  that  which  the  late  Go- 
vernment appeared  to  have  considered 
it.  They,  it  appeared,  had  only  this 
simple  point  to  decide — whether  or  not 
they  had  sufficient  information  of  out- 
rages in  Ireland  to  justify  them  in  intro- 
ducing a  coercive  or  restrictive  measure. 
Bnt  the  present  Government  had  always 
said  that  nothing  oould  iadose  them  to 
limit  thdr  oonsidaratifm  to  sueb  a  point 
as  that  without  oonsidaring  the  oondi- 


tiott  of  the  Land  Question  and  tika  de- 
mands now  for  the  first  time  framally 
promulgated  by  Bepresentatives  who 

were  dearly  entitled  to  speak  for  five- 
sixths  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  These 
were  all  questions  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  insisted  on  considering  to- 
gether; and  they  had  so  far  extended 
the  limits  of  the  inquiry,  and  made  it  the 
more  desirable  that  time  should  be  given 
for  arriving  at  a  conclusion.  If  hon. 
Members  asked  them  to-night  to  declare 
their  policy,  they  would  frankly  tell 
them  that  t^y  had  not  one  to  give. 
They  pledged  themselves  to  pursue  an 
inquiry  which  should  enable  them  to 
state  their  polioy.  That  inqmry  oom- 
menoed  on  Monmiy.  It  was  one  not  yet 
concluded.  It  was  thwr  desire  and  in- 
tention to  oonclude  it  at  as  early  a  date 
as  possible ;  and  as  soon  as  the^  could  his 
ri^t  hon.  Friend  the  Prime  Minister  had 
stated  that  the  result  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government's  deliberations  would  be 
communicated  to  the  House. 

Amendment  moved. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL  : 
I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  this  debate  to 
the  inconvenience  of  the  House ;  but 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  House 
has  met  Uiis  evening  are  of  a  very 
peculiar  and  grave  character,  and  there 
are  certain  matters  on  which  I  think 
Members  of  this  House  have  a  right  to 
ask  for  the  clearest  and  fullest  inn>rma- 
tion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  for  technical 
reasons  of  prooedure^  has  not  been  able 
hitherto  to  take  part  in  the  debate  whiidi 
has  been  going  on ;  bat  the  Amendment 
which  is  now  before  the  House  will 
afford  him  an  opportunity  of  answering 
any  inquiries,  if  he  thinks  it  wise  or 
prudent  to  do  so.  The  Government  have 
told  us  that  it  is  not,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, in  their  power  to  lay  their  state- 
ment of  Irish  policy  before  Parliament. 
They  have  not  told  na  at  what  time  they 
will  be  able  to  make  that  statement.  The 
PrimeMittister  seemed  tothink  that  on  or 
about  the  22nd  of  March  this  might  be 
done  ;  but,  fortunately  for  the  public,  a 
day  has  been  definitely  mentioned  in  the 
House  of  Lords  by  the  Bepresentative  of 
the  Government  there  on  which  the  Irish 
policy  of  the  Government  is  to  be  dis- 
fdosed.  The  date  is  a  most  interesting 
one,  though  of  a  most  ominous  character ; 
fbr  it  has  been  stated  in  the  House  of 
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Lords  fo-night  that  the  day  on  vhich 
the  Irish  policy  of  the  Government  will 
be  disclosed  to  Parliament  will  be  the 
celebrated  Ist  of  April.  I  cannot  think 
it  accidental.  I  imagine  it  must  be  a 
ooinoidence  that  the  day  has  been  chosen 
for  the  commencement  of  the  Govem- 
meat's  Irish  policy.  But  there  are  indi- 
oattona  of  a  policy  on  which  I  think  we 
have  a  right  to  question  the  Gorem- 
ment.  We  hare  a  right  to  question  the 
€h>veaiimeiit  on  the  indications  of  their 
polity,  which  are  afforded  hy  the  ap- 
pointment as  Chief  Seoretair  of  the  right 
nou.  Member  for  Newoaetle  (Mr.  John 
Morley).   We  have  a  right,  before  we 

Eart  with  this  Address,  to  ank  that  right 
on.  Gentleman,  who  has  avoided  taking 
part  in  this  debate  as  yet,  whether  he 
still  adheres  to  the  sentiments  about 
Ireland  which  he  expressed  a  short  time 
ago— in,  the  month  of  January— at 
Ohelmsford— sentiments  which  were  dis- 
tinctly made,  which  were  evidently  most 
carefully  prepared,  and  in  giving  which 
to  the  public  he  expressfy  said  that 
he  spoke  '*  advisedly."  We  have  a 
right  to  know — for  he  does  not  re- 
quire time  to  make  up  his  mind  on 
this  subject — whether  he  adheres  to 
the  policy  which  he  then  considered 
necessary?  I  know  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  a  man  of  honour, 
and  I  am  perfectly  certain  he  is  not  only 
acquainted  with,  but  is  possessed  by,  all 
the  honourable  traditions  of  English 
statesmanship.  Would  the  right  hon. 
Gentl«Dan  have  stated  as  definitely  as 
he  did  that  nothing  short  ot  the  "  ab- 
solute and  total  removal "  of  the  Irish 
Members  from  Westminster  was  ne- 
cessary in  January,  and  take  Office  in  a 
Liberal  Gh>vernm6nt  in  the  month  of 
February  prepared  to  abandon  that 
policty  ?  I  know  he  would  not ;  there- 
fore, there  is  an  indication  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
of  the  policy  which  the  Govemmeat  are 
going  to  pursue.  If  this  is  so,  why 
could  not  the  Government  state  it  now  ? 
The  Prime  Minister  has  sem  aiany 
Govwnmeatts  some  into  OiO^;  and  I 
would  ask  him,  was  thwe  ever  a  Go- 
veiamsnt  wluch  eame  into  Office  which 
did  not,  at  tiie  earliest  moment,  afford 
to  Parliament  a  general  outline  of  what 
their  policy  was  to  be  ?  The  late  GK)- 
vemment,  at  all  events,  did  not  mr  on 
that  point.  They  occupied  precisely  the 
MUM  time  as  the  pvesent  Goveranent 


bad  occupied  in  getting  themselves  to- 
eeUier;  and  on  the  day  they  met  Par- 
liament my  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  stated  clearly  to 
the  House  what  the  general  outline  of 
their  policy  would  be,  not  only  with 
regard  to  Ireland,  but  with  regard  to 
the  general  affairs  of  the  country.  But 
there  is  another  thing  on  which  we  are 
bound  to  ask  for  inK>rmation.  I  have 
alluded  to  the  indication  which  is 
afforded  us  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  Ireland  by  the 
appointment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Xfewoastle ;  but 
there  is  another  indication  which,  if 
possible,  is  stronger  still.  When  I  look 
on  the  distinguished  array  of  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  I  miss  a  weU-known 
face.  No  light,  or  ordinary,  or  trivial 
reason  can  be  alleged  why  I  do  not  see 
opposite  to  me  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Member  lor  Bossendale  (the  Marquess 
of  Hartington).  Viewing  the  great 
position  which  the  noble  Marquess  oc- 
cupied before  the  country  and  in  the 
Liberal  Party,  viewing  the  fact  that 
almost  since  the  year  1859  or  I860,  in 
every  Liberal  Government  which  has 
existed  mnce  then,  the  noble  Marquess 
has  taken  a  part — and  in  tiie  last  two 
liberal  Governments  a  most  prominent 
part — I  say  we  are  entitled  to  ask,  scdely 
on  public  grounds,  wl^  the  noble  Har- 
q^uess  has  refused  to  co-operate  with  the 
nght  hon.  Gentleman  at  the'  head  of  the 
Government  ?  Bearing  in  mind  the  un- 
equivocal and  straightforward  manner 
in  which  the  noble  Marquess  has,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  given  to  the 
public  his  views  about  the  government 
of  Ireland,  the  absolutely  unequivocal 
manner  in  which  he  has  pronounced 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Le^ative 
Union  between  the  two  oountnes,  we 
are  entitled,  in  the  absence  of  any 
explanation,  to  assume,  even  more  posi- 
tively than  we  assumed  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  NowoasUe,  that  the  ^icy 
of  the  Government  towards  Ireland  is  net 
the  maintenanoe,  but  the  destruction 
and  the  repeal  of  the  liCgialative  Union ; 
and  I  will  i^pealto  the  noble  Marquess 
to  say  whether  we  axe,  or  are  not, 
justified  in  arriving  at  that  eonolnnon  7 
These  are  points  on  whidi  the  public 
require  mformation.  The  whole  coun- 
try wanm  to  know  from  one  of  the  men 
at  the  head  of  paUie  afijurs — one  whom 
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the  Prime  Hinkter  roeoially  rafened  to 
in  his  first  Mid  Lothian  address— why 
he  no  longer  is  a  Member  of  the  Qorem- 
ment  of  the  Queen,  and  why  he  no 
longer  is  willing  to  oo-operate  with  the 
present  Prime  Minister  f  I  think  that 
we  are  pretty  correct  in  surmising  that 
the  same  reason  that  brought  about  the 
inclueitm  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Newcastle  led  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
noble  Marquess.  If  Bepeal  of  the  TJDi(m 
is  your  policy — ^and  obviously  it  is,  be- 
cause I  do  not  beliere  that  on  any  other 
question  the  noble  Marquess  would 
hare  parted  from  you-— if  that  is  your 
policy,  why  cannot  you  say  so  in  general 
trams  ?  You  ootdd  say  merely  that  the 
QoTflmment  have  come  into  Office  to 
carry  out  the  p(diey  of  independence 
which  fire-sixths  of  the  Irish  people 
demand.  That  must  be  your  policy, 
judging  from  the  inclusion  in  the  Qo- 
Temment  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Newcastle,  and  from  the  exclusion  of 
the  noble  Marquess,  and  why  not  avow 
it?  There  is  a  reastm  for  this  delay, 
and  beating  about  the  bush,  and  these 
references  to  old  speeches — a  most  in- 
cautious proceeding  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  ChanoelloT  of  tiie  Exche- 
quer. [Zdt^A^r.]  I  speak  with  the 
utmost  seriousness.  I  believe  that  the 
Bepeal  of  the  Union  would  be  a  fatal 
policy  for  Ireland;  but  if  there  is  a 
policy  which  can  by  any  means  be  more 
fatal  it  is  the  unnecessary  prolongation, 
tor  the  lowest  Party  purposes,  of  the 
dreadful  state  of  uncertainty  which 
exists  in  that  country.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Ohi«f  Secretary  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  would  destroy  the 
late  Government  because  their  Irish 
pc^y  was  inadequate.  That  was  the 
statement  of  the  Irish  Chief  Secretary, 
who  brushed  away  all  the  nonsense 
about  three  acres  and  a  cow. 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY:  I  beg  the 
noble  Lord's  pardon.  I  made  no  state- 
ment of  that  kind. 

Lord  BANDOLPH  OHUROHILL: 
I  hare  a  very  clear  reoolleotion  of  read- 
ing the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech 
with  the  greatest  interest  and  attention ; 
and  I  noticed  with  the  utmost  delight — 
not  only  for  oontroTersial  purposes,  but 
genenuly  for  the  credit  of  the  new  Go- 
vernment— that  he  stated  in  so  many 
words  thai  what  the  late  Ooveniment 
fell  on  was  the  question  of  Ireland,  and 
what  the  piesent  GoTemment  h«d  come 


in  upon  was  the  question  of  bdaod.  If 
I  am  wrong  in  that  I  apologize  to  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  if  he  will  do 
me  the  favour  of  referring  to,  I  think, 
his  first  speech  at  Newoa^ss  he  will 
find  I  have  not  misrepresented  him. 
That  being  so,  the  Government  are 
hardly  entitled  to  the  lai^e  amount  of 
time  whicdi  they  claim  to  dedide  on  their 
Irish  policy ;  and,  certainly,  if  it  is  to 
be  put  in  the  form  of  a  Bill  they  may 
take  more  time.  But  respecting  the 
general  outline  of  their  policy  with 
r^ard  to  social  order,  the  question  of 
le^slative  independaMte,  and  the  Land 
Question,  they  are  bound  to  take  the 
pubUo  into  their  confidence  at  a  far 
earlier  date  thui  the  let  of  April.  Bat 
if  they  will  not  accede  to  this  sug^^estioD, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  think 
it  imreasonable  in  us  to  call  upon  him, 
missing  from  his  aide  one  of  his  oldest, 
his  most  tried,  his  truest,  and  one  of  his 
most  experienced  Colleagues,  to  say  why 
that  noble  Marquess  no  longer  forms 
part  of  his  Government.  To  that  infor- 
mation the  public  is  entitled.  I  have 
risen  to  extract  it ;  and  I  do  not  think 
that  any  Member  will  assert  that  it  is  an 
unreasonable  or  unjustifiable  proposal. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONB:  f  shall  not 
attempt  to  interest  or  amuse  the  House 
by  following  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  deli- 
vered. If  I  understand  him  rightly, 
he,  on  the  first  day  of  our  meeting  Far- 
liammt  three  days  after  our  first  Cabinet 
Oonneil,  thinks  it  necessary  to  aeouae  us 
oi  unnecessarily  prolon^ng  tke  state  of 
uncertainty  in  Ireland  £»  the  lowest 
Party  purposes.  This  is  what  he  is 
throwing  off  in  the  character  of  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Oppowtion.  That  is  the 
accusation  for  which  he  thinks  he  has 
already  got  sufficient  ground.  All  I 
can  say,  Sir,  is  this — that  if  that  be  the 
spirit  in  wliich,  either  by  the  Govern- 
ment or  by  an  Opposition,  either  by  a 
Liberal  Party  or  by  a  Conservative 
Party,  or  by  an  Irish  or  Naticmalist 
Parfy,  the  great  questions  connected 
with  the  condition  and  future  of  Ireland 
are  to  be  treated  in  this  House,  it  is 
idle  for  any  man,  or  for  any  set  of  men, 
to  address  themselves  to  the  settlement 
of  the  difficulty.  Hi^is  extinguished, 
and  nothing  but  de^air  is  found  in  its 
place.  I  wall  not^  therefore,  rwly  to 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  spirit  of  that 
speech.  I  have  laid  4l*wn  «  reaolutipn 
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for  myself,  and  I  will  adhere  to  it  as 
long  as  human  nature  will  x>«nuit  me, 
that  in  addressing  mjs^f  to  this,  the 
most  difficult  and  arduous  <^  all  the 

Saestious  which  in  5S  years  of  political 
fe  I  hare  had  to  deal  with,  I  will  re- 
nounce from  the  very  first  every  motive, 
every  topic,  every  phrase  of  Party  aooa- 
sation,  and  will  studiously  avoid  to  the 
beet  of  my  humble  ability,  and  with 
aUowBooe,  perhaps,  for  human  in- 
firmxIieB— I  will  studiously  avoid  every 
word  whioh  am  j  ustly  excite  a  sentiment 
of  animosity,  either  on  the  part  of  Qen- 
tlemen  opposite  or  on  the  part  of  those 
Irish  Members  now  constituting  a  large 
majority  with  whom  upon  so  many 
occasions  in  the  former  Parliament  wo 
were  so  frequently  in  confiiot.  That, 
Sir,  is  my  apology — an  apology  whioh 
will,  I  hope,  last  and  hold  good  for 
some  time — for  not  noticing  the  accusa- 
tions of  the  noble  ■Lord.  Nor  will  I 
comment  on  the  inrcnmetance  of  his 
striving  at  the  very  first  mommt  of  his 
appearing  on  the  Opposition  Bench  to 
envenom  this  difficult  and  arduous  ques- 
tion by  the  introduction — [CHm  of 
"No!"]  Well,  I  would  take  away 
even  that  word  if  you  like.  To  en- 
venom a  question,  I  think,  is  not  an 
unnatural  comment  upon  the  speech  of 
one  who,  before  he  has  faoti^  either 
good  or  bad,  to  speak  upon,  thinks  it 
necessary  to  aconse  us  of  prolonging  the 
state  of  uncertainty  in  Ireland  fbr  the 
lowest  Party  purposes.  I  will  say  no- 
thing to  perplex  or  embarrasa  the  ques- 
tion ;  ana,  therefore,  instead  of  saying 
to  "envenom"  it,  with  regard  to  the 
meaning  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  will  an- 
swer it  in  such  respects  as  it  has  refer- 
ence to  me  with  respect  to  my  noble 
Friend  the  MembOT  for  Bossendale  (the 
If arquess  of  Hartingt<m).  I  heard  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beash)  a 
compHment  to  my  noble  Friend  In  ^e 
debate  on  the  Address,  on  account  of 
the  oteainesB  with  whioh  he,  at  any  rate, 
haddelivered  his  sentiments  on  the  sub- 

1'eot  of  the  Bepeal  of  the  Union,  and 
lad  exempted  nims^,  therefore,  from 
all  necessity  of  further  appeal  on  that 
subject.  Then  I  apprehend,  if  I  am 
o(mipetent  to  speak,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  or  question  whatever  about  Uie 
views  of  my  noble  Friend  in  that  matter. 
In  respect  to  the  oondnot  of  my  noble 
FMendi  the  noUeXjOvd  Appeals  to  me  to 


explain  the  motives  for  that  conduct.  It 
is,  however,  not  my  duty.  It  would  be 
a  gross  intrusion  on  the  rights  of  my 
noble  Friend  were  I  to  undertake  any- 
thing of  that  kind.  Whether  there  be 
occasion  fat  the  miestion  or  not,  it  is  a 
proceeding  entirely  unpreoedented  in 
this  House  to  call  upon  any  one  Mem*- 
her  of  this  House  to  ei^lain  the  motives 
of  another.  With  respect  to  the  legiti- 
mate portions  of  the  appeal,  and  ques- 
tions of  the  noble  Lord,  I  will  answer. 
The  noble  Lord  says  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Ohief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley) 
is  an  indication  of  the  spirit  and  ten- 
dency of  the  Qovemment.  Well,  Sir, 
he  has  asked  my  right  hon.  Friend  whe- 
ther he  adheres  to  the  expressions  o£  a 
particular  speech  delivered  by  him.  I 
cannot  presume  to  doubt,  speaking  for 
a  Oollea^e,  that  to  the  general  purport 
and  spirit  of  his  expressions  he  adhOTOS. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  not  in  posses- 
sion, nor  would  it  be  possible  for  me  to 
be  in  possession,  of  all  that  has  been 
said,  or  even  all  the  important  declara- 
tions that  have  been  uiade  by  my  Ool- 
leagnes;  batthisi  will  aay— 4hat,  sofiur 
as  I  know,  the  opinions  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend — and  I  lure  had  some  opportu- 
nities of  learning  them— I  anticipate  the 
greatest  advan^ge  from  the  aeoession 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  to  the  GKivem- 
meat ;  because  I  believe  that  in  a  per- 
fectly open  and  liberal  spirit  he  will 
apply  himself  to  the  consideration  of  this 
difficult  subject,  and  will  afford  to  us 
the  most  valuable  assistance  in  our 
efforts  at  its  solution.  Now,  the  noble 
Lord  appears  to  think  that  I  am  bound, 
on  this  occasion,  to  disonss  the  Repeal 
of  the  Union.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to 
discuss  upon  this  occasion  tcaj  Irish 
question  whatever.  H  I  enter  upon  a 
discussion  of  the  Bepeal  of  the  Union 
on  this  occasion,  how  am^I  to  reust,  as  I 
have  intimated  my  intention  to  redst, 
the  appeal  which  the  hon.  Mranber  for 
South  Tyrone  (Mr.  W.  0*Brien)  is.  of 
course,  from  his  position,  perfectly  en- 
titled to  take,  that  upon  this  occasion  we 
shall  discuss  the  subject  of  evictions  iu 
Ireland?  That  is  a  question  of  the 
deepest  interest,  and  of  greatest  im- 
portance; and  there  are  many  other 
questions  of  the  deepest  interest,  and  of 
the  greatest  importanoe,  which  are  open 
and  before  the  publio  mind  with  respect 
tolrrimd.  Foreitample,  t^e  questioBof 
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Booial  order  in  Ireland  may  admit,  and 
does  apparently  admit,  of  doubt  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  should 
be  dealt  with.  Sut  were  I  to  diacuu 
one  point  connected  with  this  social 
order,  or  with  the  integrity  of  the  Em- 
pire in  Ireland,  on  this  occasion,  I 
could  not  refuse  to  go  over  the  whole 
circuit  of  those  great  and  important 
subjects  with  the  certainty  of  occupying 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  and  with 
no  ftdvantage  (rhatever.  I  pass  on  from 
tiiis  portion  of  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  with  one  obsenratton.  The  noble ' 
Lord  has  said  that  whatever  indication 
may  be  drawn  from  the  appointment  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  J.  Morley), 
he  must  observe  that  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  are  to  be  inferred  from 
its  general  composition  and  its  general 
temper.  It  would  have  been  a  singular 
thing  if  we  had  inferred  the  intentions 
of  the  late  Government  from  the  speeches 
made  by  the  noble  Lord  while  he  still 
sat  below  the  Gangway,  and  when  no- 
body could  be  bound  at  all  by  ihe  utter* 
anoes  he  gave  forth.  Sir^  the  noble 
Lord  has  appealed  to  me  on  anothw 
point,  which  is  this — he  says  that  he 
appealed  to  me  to  know  that  upon  every 
ocoaaion  Governments  have  b^un  with 
a  general  declaration  of  policy.  I  an- 
swer the  noMe  Lord  f^nkly  in  the  nega- 
tive. It  has  not  been  the  rule  for  Go- 
vernments to  begin  with  a  general 
declaration  of  their  policy.  Upon  rare 
and  exceptional  occasions  declarations 
of  that  kind  may,  perhaps,  have  been 
made ;  but  I  would  almoet  venture  to 
say,  fully  admitting  the  trutii  of  the 
noble  Lord's  observation,  that  I  have 
witnessed  the  entrance  of  many  Govern- 
ments to  power,  and  I  would  venture  to 
say  that,  excepting  in,  perhaps,  two  or 
three  instances  out  of  something  like 
from  15  to  20,  no  such  thing  has  been 
done.  The  earliest  case  of  an  important 
Government  which  I  was  connected  with 
was  the  Government  of  Sir  Hobert  Feel. 
In  the  case  of  Sir  Eobert  Peel's  Govern- 
ment, which  entered  Office  in  Septem- 
ber, 1841,  the  policy  of  the  Gh>vemment 
was  inferred,  u  I  remember  right,  from 
what  had  taken  place  out-of-doors ;  and 
although  ^  Bobert  Feel  came  into  Office 
known  to  be  a  fiiend  of  the  principle  of 
the  Com  Law,  but  intending  to  amend 
the  Com  Law,  five  months  were  allowed 
to  elapse  before  Sir  ^bert  Peel  de- 
clared hia  intentions  with  regard  to  that 


law.  Now,  wiUi  respect  to  the  oaae  t&e 
noble  Lord  quoted,  he  says  that  when 
the  late  Government  entered  Office  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Miehael  Hioks- 
Beach)  declared  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vemment.  What  policy  did  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  declare  ?  Let  no  one 
suppose  for  a  monent  thai  I  am  finding 
fault  with  him.  I  received  the  state- 
ment of  his  polioy  in  a  spirit  wiUi  which 
I  think  I  may  aay  the  spirit  shown  to- 
night does  not  oorreepond.  The  open- 
ing statomait  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, wkioh  was  perfectly  judicial,  was 
a  statement  tiiat  men  was  rnxmh  in  the 
conduct  of  Earl  Spencer  that  he  diup- 
proved,  and  the  statement  that  the  late 
Government  had  determined  to  try  the 
experiment  of  governing  Ireland  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  old  method  of  repres- 
sive criminal  legi^tion.  They  were  not 
prepared,  in  the  state  of  circumstances 
they  had  before  them,  to  apply  to  Ire- 
land the  old  method — whitm  ibey  oon- 
sidered  an  antiquated  and  very  doublial 
method— of  repressive  criminal  legisla- 
:  tion.  That  waa  the  length  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  went ;  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  think  it  was  as  for 
as  he  could  be  fairly  expected  to  go. 
Well,  Sir,  that  length  we  have  gone 
already ;  that  declar  tion  we  hare 
already  made.  It  is  made  in  cor  ad- 
dresses to  our  coiMtitumts.  It  has  been 
made  by  me  in  this  House.  I  have  told 
you  that  according  to  the  knowledge  we 
are  able  to  acquire  of  the  condition  of 
Ireland,  although  that  condition  is  grave, 
and  requires  our  eldest  oousideratlon 
with  a  view  to  remedy,  yet  that  we  are 
not  prepared,  and  do  not  think  we  should 
be  justified  in  the  state  of  the  facts  as 
they  have  come  before  us,  in  asking  you 
at  this  moment  to  choose  for  your  form 
of  remedy  the  mode  of  repreeeive  cri- 
minal legislation.  We  have  gone,  Bir, 
a  great  deal  further  on  our  aocession  to 
Office  than  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
went ;  because  while  be  in  a  very  great 
degree,  I  think,  confined  himself  at  that 
time,  with  tiie  exception,  perhaps,  of  a 
very  limited  referraioe  to  a  renewal  of 
the  Land  Piuchaae  Act — while  he  con- 
fined  himsoU  in  the  main  to  the  great 
negative  announcement,  whidi  was,  in 
point  of  fact,  a  most  important  announce- 
ment, of  TK^c}',  and  was  destined,  as  he 
ought  to  have  seen,  to  exercise  infallibly, 
whoever  might  be  in  Office,  a  most  im- 
portant infiuence  on  the  future  pcdioy  of 
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this  country  with  regard  to  Ireland — 
while  he  oonfiaed  himself  to  that  nega- 
tire  statement,  we  have  not  confined  our- 
selTOs  to  ea^  a  negatire  statement ;  but 
we  said  that  it  will  be  oar  duty — iAia,t  it 
is  onr  immediate  duty — ^Uiat  it  is  a  duty 
the  ezeoutioB  of  which  has  abeady  been 
bmuQr— to  oonsidOT  carefully  and  iu  de- 
tail what  are  the  measures  ot  a  positive 
and  sabstantiTeoharacterwhieh  we  ought 
to  adopt  by  way  of  applying  a  remedy 
to  what,  I  tbink,  on  all  hands,  amidst 
all  our  differenees  of  view,  is  admitted 
to  be  the  greatest  enls.  Therefore, 
what  I  say  is  this — the  noble  Lord  found 
it  necessaiy  to  have  six  months  of  expe- 
rience and  inquiry  and  consideration 
about  the  state  of  Ireland ;  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  had  not  been  able 
to  make  up  his  mind  whether  coercive 
legislation  was  or  was  not  necessary. 
He  admitted  an  approximation  towards 
making  up  his  mind.  He  thought  it  was 
likely  to  m  neeessaiy ;  and  he  introduced 
that  somewhat  norel  form  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  of  acqusinting  the  House  with 
tiie  workings  of  the  mind  of  the  Cabinet 
on  this  dimoult  and  donbtfiil  subject, 
affsetin^  the  condition  of  that  oountry. 
That,  Sir,  is  the  answer  I  have  to  make 
to  the  noble  Lord,  and  indeed  substan- 
tially it  amounts  to  this.  The  noble 
Lord  says  that  to  ask  till  the  let  of 
April  as  a  date  is  requiring  a  time  un- 
reasonably long.  Well,  Sir,  I  would 
say  it  appears  to  me  that  that  is  rather 
a  questionable  declaration  on  the  part  of 
the  noble  Lord.  The  noble  Lord  took 
lis  months  to  consider  whether  he 
should  or  should  not  apply  coercive 
legislation  in  Ireland,  and  could  not 
make  up  his  mind.  

LoKD  BANDOLPH  OHnBGHILL: 
Where  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gather  thai? 

Mb.  W.  E.  OLADSTONB:  From  the 
Queen's  Speech,  which  you  advised. 

Lose  BANDOLPH  OHUBOHILL : 
Tho  Queen's  Speech  was  adopted  before 
Parliament  met. 

Me.  W.  B.  GLADSTONE :  Exactly  so ; 
lam  perfectly  awareof  that  circumstance. 
Queen's  Speeches  are  not  made  after 
Parliament  meets.  He  made  up  his 
mind,  I  admit,  in  three  days  afterwards ; 
and  it  is  a  subject  as  to  wfaieh  it  will  be 
necessary  to  question  the  Members  of 
the  late  GKjvemment  what  were  the 
events  vrhidh  passed  in  those  three  days 
wbldi  made  uem  adop6  the  resolution 


ikej  aimouneed;  what  was  the  course 
of  events  with  regard  to  outrage,  evic- 
tions, and  order,  and  the  various  points 
beai^ig  on  the  subject ;  what  were  the 
events  that  occurred  between  the  21  si 
of  January,  when  the  Speech  was  made 
in  this  House,  and  the  36th  of  January, 
when  we  were  told  that,  in  24  hours,  the 
poliOT  had  been  dedaied — what  were 
the  facts  belonging  to  these  four  days 
which  caused  the  mind  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  changed?  We  are  very 
anxious  that  the  House  and  the  public 
should  be  in  posaeesion  of  the  interest- 
ing information ;  and  that  information 
will  be  most  interesting,  as  beating  upon 
the  actual  political  situation,  as  well  as 
upon  the  views  and  proceedings  of  the 
late  Government.  8ir,  we  have  frankly 
given  a  pledge  to  the  House  that  no 
time  will  volnntarily  be  lost  by  us ;  that 
we  have  before  us  a  great  and  complex 
question,  the  most  complex  I  have  ever 
had  to  deal  with.  If  X  am  told  that  the 
uncertainty  in  Ireland  has  been  un- 
necessarily prolonged— I  must  say  I  am 
BO  desirous  to  avoid  oriminatton  that  I 
do  not  like  to  make  the  reply  that  sug- 
gests itself  to  me— I  want  to  know  why 
it  is  that  the  public  mind  has  been  in  a 
state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  (Jovem- 
ment  of  this  coun^  and  the  mode  of 
treatment  of  Ireland  since  the  result  of 
the-  General  Election  became  known  ? 
Why  was  it  that  we  heard  so  much,  and 
hear  so  much  to-night,  about  the  over- 
throw of  the  late  Government,  as  if, 
forsooth!  it  was  a  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance that  this  House  should 
not  be  contented  with  the  continued 
maintenance  of  a  Government  that  had 
250  supporters  out  of  a  House  of  670 
Members.  It  would  be  a  marvellous 
thing,  if  a  debate  be  rftised,  whether  on 
the  Motion  of  my  hon.  IMend  the  Mem- 
ber for  IpBwidi  (Mr.  Jesse  OoUings)  or 
on  the  proepeets  of  the  Irish  Question, 
that  this  astonishing  event  should  take 
place — that  a  Government  with  250  sup- 
porters should  continue  to  sit  upon  a 
Bench  which  is  uniformly  occupied  by 
those  who  have  the  confidence  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  of  Oommons,  or,  at 
the  very  least,  by  those  who  have  some 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  House  is  not 
prepared  to  do  otherwue  than  support 
them.  Well,  Sir,  when  the  late  Go- 
vernment— and  I  do  not  make  any  accu- 
sation about  it — determined  that  with 
their  250  supporters  they  intended  to 
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meet  FacUameot,  I  not,  in  my  own 
mind,  eondenm  ^em ;  bnt  I  taid  this — 
they  are  peifeotly  aware  of  the  principle 
that  a  small  minority  of  this  House, 
those  connected  with  a  small  minority 
of  fhia  Honse,  are  not  the  persons  who 
are  intended  to  earry  on  the  goTernment 
of  the  oonntty;  and  the  oonolnsion  I 
came  to  was  this — that  they  were  going 
to  contiBue  their  asaociatton  wit&  the 
hoD.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Oiiy  of  Cork  (Mr.  Farnell)}  and  to  en- 
deavour to  examine  whether  th^  could 
not  meet  this  great  Ixwh  qoeation  with 
some  worthier,  saferj  and  more  perma- 
nent method  than  the  <dd,  -oimi  and 
unsatisfactorily-tried  method  of  special 
criminal  legislation.  Sir,  I  should  have 
rejoiced  il  that  had  been  the  case.  [Op- 
position  lauffhter.']  I  hear  the  jeers,  if  I 
may  so  call  them.  They  proceed  &om 
Oentlemen  who  are  shocked  at  the  very 
barest  idea  of  friendly  relations  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Coik, 
and  almost  every  man  of  that  Party. 
How  many  Members  of  the  Party  oppo- 
site are  there  who  gave  utterance  to  such 
an  idea  in  Jufy  last,  in  August  last,  in 
September  last,  in  Ootober  last,  or  in 
November  last,  or  until  the  elections 
were  decided,  and  that  influence  upon 
tike  English  boroughs  had  been  seonred, 
which  haa  so  greaUy  contributed  to  swell 
the  ranks  of  the  minority  opposite  into 
a  respectable  minority?  I  was  drawn 
into  this  remark  from  the  interruption 
which  came  from  that  quarter  of  the 
House,  and  which  actually  suggested  to 
me  an  idea  I  had  no  intention  of  express- 
ing. I  should  have  rej<Hoed  if  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  arrived  at  the 
bold  resolution  to  face  tills  question  as 
a  substantive  question,  and  to  act  on 
the  proposition  which  the  Earl  of  Car- 
narvon gave  utterance  to  in  the  House  of 
Ijords  at  the  end  of  the  last  Session, 
that  you  oould  not  be  always  resorting 
to  coercion;  that  you  must  look  for 
something  better  than  coercion  as  a 
means  of  governing  Ireland ;  for  I  am 
ouite  sure  of  this— that  if  the  ririit  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  and  the  Ifarquess 
of  Salisbury  had  been  able  to  brace 
themsdves  to  such  a  resolution,  it  is 
poauble  that  thej  might  have  given  dis- 
satisfaction to  a  portion  of  their  own 
Friends ;  it  is  possible  that  they  might 
have  made  one  of  those  Party  sacrifices 
which  seem  now  to  have  gone  out  of 
fashion,  but  which,  in  other  days — ^the 
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dam  of  Sir  Bobert  Peel  and  the  Daks 
of  Wellington -^weredraued  the  highest 
honour — namely,  when  tiiey  saw  the 
opportunity  to  serve  the  eonntry,  to  oast 
to  the  winds  every  consideration  of  the 
effect  upon  the  Party,  and  to  secure  to 
the  nation  the  benefits  which  they  alone 
—Sir  Bobert  Feel  and  the  Duke  of 
Wellington — ^were  citable  of  securing. 
I  believe  that  is  the  ease  we  have  befora 
us;  but  I  do  not  presume — I  feel  the 
overwhelming  diffioulties  olthis  question 
to  any  Goveniment  that  takes  up  the 
nutttar— the  late  Government  came,  I 
think,  tea  wrong  dadiion;  bnt  sooh  are 
the  diffioulties  of  the  ease  that  I  do  not 
presume  to  blame  them.  I  had  thought, 
and  I  still  think,  that  there  were  some 
among  them  who  would  have  been  able 
to  face  the  danger  and  the  difficulty.  I 
have  a  strong  impression  that  men  among 
them,  and  eminent  men  among  them, 
were  prepared  to  take  that  course.  They 
oould  not  command  union  amon^  them- 
selves, and  before  their  difficulties  they 
have  fallen.  Of  their  action  I  say  I  do 
not  complain.  I  make  no  charge  against 
them.  In  doubtful  oases  and  in  en- 
tangled cases  of  this  kind  it  is  very  easy 
to  make  accusations,  and  the  more  violent 
the  accusations  are  the  more  easy  it  is 
to  make  them  and  the  lender  are  the 
cheers  they  evoke.  I  wish  to  renounce 
all  feelings  of  that  kind.  We  luive 
before  us  a  severe  labour.  We  vill  not 
lose  any  time ;  but  continue  to  address 
ourselves,  as  wehave  addressed  ourselves,, 
to  it.  We  will  not  rest  upon  the  ex- 
ample of  the  noble  Lord,  and  say  we 
must  have  six  months'  experience,  in- 
quiry, and  consideration  before  we  do 
what  he  did  not  do — anive  at  a  con- 
clusion. I  have  been  bold  enough  to 
indicate  to-night — so  earnestly  was  I 
desirous  to  meet  the  feeling  which  must 
prevail  in  this  difficult  state  of  oiroum- 
stanoes— that  within  no  long  time  after 
the  necessary  transactions  connected  with 
the  Estimates  are  oondnded,  I  hope  to 
be  aUe  to  open  to  some  degree  the  views 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  those 
positive  and  sabstantive  measures  of  a 
remedial  character  for  Ireland  which  we 
may  separate  by  calling  them  the  ques- 
tion of  social  ordM",  the  question  of  the 
land,  and  the  question  of  Ixish  govern- 
ment ;  but  which  I  believe  are  essen- 
tially associated  together  by  bands  so 
strcmg  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  man 
to  disjoin  them.   We  can  do  no  more. 
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We  cannot  spedc  of  th»  fotnne.  We 
atand  in  an-  attitude  in  wkioh  it  would 
have  been  absurd,  and  in  irhioh  we 
wmld  haT«  been  gmity,  if  we  had  pre- 
teoded  t9  do  move  than  I  have  indioated. 
X  liope  the  Hoose  will  accept  our  deela- 
laiion  in  the  good  fkiUi  In  which  it  has 
been  given,  and  not  approve  the  noble 
LMd'e  atiaolc,  and.  aooHW  m  of  "ptO" 
longing  anoflttaintr  about.  3ielazid  for 
Fa^  purposoB.  AU  tiusa  oha»M  of 
tiie  noble  Iio>d  we  pass  by  with  can* 
nderafale  equanimity ;  we  ahaU  strive  to 
do  oar  own  dot^  to  the  best  of  onr 
abUity,  and  th»  beat  of  men  can  do  so 
more. 

SiK  mOHAEL  HIOKB-BEAOH :  I 
had  some  expectation  that  &b  noble 
MarqnesB  the  Member  for  Boasendale 
(the  Karquesa  of  Hartingicm)  might 
have  amwered  the  appeal  of  my  noble 
friend  nenr  me  (Jjord  Bsndolph 
Ohacchill),  whiah  certainly  was  aii- 
dreeaed  more  direetily  to  him  tiian  to  the 
right  hon.  GentlWaan  opposite  (Mr. 
Ghidstona).  But  tbe  right  hon.  GKmtle- 
man  made  aome  lemadDr  in  the  coarse 
ot  hie  speech,  which  I  tSUnk  it  is  necee- 
aasy,  voy  shortly,  to  notioe.  T^e  ri^ht 
hem.  Ghmtitemaai  fl^peaved  to  question 
tiie  oonduot  of  the  Ute  Goveramoit  in 
rewlving  to  meet  Parliament  after  the 
cinamutanoes  of  the  General  Election. 
I  ean  only  say  tihat  that  was  a  decision 
wludi  we  arrived  at,  to  no  naall  extent, 
upon  the  etatemente  of  the  right  hon. 
Oflotlonan.  himself  as  to  hia  own  posi- 
titra.  We  had  the  best  of  reasoos  for 
b^eving  that  he,  at  any  rate,  did  not 
ooasider  that  he  commanded  a  majotity 
of  the  HfMise  of  Commons.  Whatever 
be  onr  ^ositioa  in  regard  to  this  As- 
■emUy,  in  our  beHef  no  Farty  has  a 
majoti^  in  this  House.  Thwe  are 
thraa  Baitiea  in  this  Hona^  and  time 
ahae  ean  show-  widoh  has  l&e  oonfi* 
denee  of  fhe  House  of  Oommone.  But 
no  soooer  did  we  meet  the  House,  and 
anmnmce  a  poiiey  withxefoMnoe  to  Iror 
land  wUch  inalnded,  buA  was  by  no 
means  solely  ecnnposed  of,  repi-essive 
legislaiio*,  than  mere  was  that  com- 
bination between  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  oppoRte  and  his  followers  and 
those  hfm.  Merabcore  who  sit  in  that  (the 
Irish)  quuter  of  the  House,  by  which 
he  sttoceeded  in  obtaining  that  majority 
on  whioh,  I  suppose,  his  Government  is 
now  based.  I  repudiate  the  suggestion  of 
ih»nghthon.  G*ntl«ttan  tint  our  pro* 


posals  with  Teferwoe  to  Ireland  were 
solely  ooin|M>Bed  of  ooeccive  legisl^an. 
In  our  belief,  and  in  the  belief  Isu^eet,, 
of  many  others  besides  ourselves— I 
suspect  in  the  belief  ol  the  noble  Mar>- 
quess  the  Member  for  Bossendale — the 
primary  and  most  urgent  neoeisity  in 
the  present  condilaoai  of  Ireland  is  to 
ascvre  the  stqaemaciy  of  the  Govemment 
of  the  Queen  tibonghont  the  whde  of 
that  oountry,  and  vindicate  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  law.  Bat  when  we  under- 
took to  submit  to  Fariiameut  measures 
for  that  purpose,  at  the  same  time  we 
undertook,  if  we  were  soocessful  in  pass- 
ing those  measures,  that  they  should 
be  immediately  followed  by  further 
Isgislatton  on  1h«  gr^t  question  c£  the 
land,  with  which,  I  may  venture  to  say^ 
my  right  hen.  friend  the  Member  for 
Westminatev  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  has,  in 
past  years,  shown  hims^  singularly 
qualified  to  deal.  But  what  is  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  afiSairs  ?  I  do  not  com- 
plain, for  a  moment,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  disdosad  to  as  his 
Irish  j^Hoy  to-night;  but  whai  I  do 
Udnk,  in  oommon  wi£h  my  sight  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Dublin  Uni- 
verstty  (Mr.  Flunket),  is  that  this  House, 
and  especially  Members  oonneoted  with 
Irelaud,  have  great  cause  to  complain 
that,  after  all  that  has  been  said  by 
ri^t  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sit  on  the 
Front  Bench  opposite  with  reference 
to  this  question,  the  declaration  of  that 
policy  is  to  be  postponed  for  more  than  a 
month  to  oome.  Now,  we  were  told  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  that  this  matter  haebeen  hie  daily 
and  his  nightly  study.  We  were  told 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Bkmingham  (Mr.  Joseph 
Ofaamberlain),  one  of  his  principal  Col- 
leagues, that  the  result  (U  the  General 
Eledicm  in  Irdamd  had  made  it  impera^ 
tive  that  attontiim  should  be  immediatdy 
called  to  tiie  oondition  of  the  country. 
Thorefore,  this  question  has  not  for  we 
first  time  ocoopied  the  attention  of  the 
Members  of  the  present  Govemment  on 
their  aooepting  Of&ce.  It  has  occupied 
their  attention,  by  their  own  admission, 
for  many  weeks  past ;  and  the  only  thing, 
in  fact,  of  which  they  could  stand  in 
need  when  they  assumed  Office  was  that 
official  information  which,  of  course,  is 
only  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govemment 
of  tiie  day.  Well,  now,  what  was  our 
oonolusion  cm  the  ofiQ,aial  information 
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which  xeaehed  as,  and  which  we  T9rj 
aorefally  eontidend,  with  nfacenee  to 
the  state  of  Ireland?  The  right  hon. 
Gentieman  has  twitted  us  with  hsring 
been  eix  monthB  in  making  up  our  minds 
ae  to  the  poHoy  

Ub.  W.  E.  GliABSIONEI :  I  found  no 
£anlt  whaterw  vitii  the  Goremment  for 
tiLkiag  eix  monf^  to  make  op  their 
minds;  I  found  fanlt  mth  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  (Ixwd  BandelphOhvrchiU) 
for  demanding  from  oa  a  declaivtlMi  on 
the  first  daj  of  our  meeting  Parliament 
aa  a  QoTemm»it. 

SiE  MICHAEL  HIOKS-BEAOH: 
Well,  but,  Sir,  it  is  not  aoourate — it  ie 
not  the  fact— to  saj  that  we  took  eix 
months  to  make  up  our  minds  in  the 
matter  at  all.  We  aixiTed  at  a  certain 
conolusion,  which  we  announced  to  the 
House  after  our  acoeptance  of  Office, 
with  reference  to  the  non-renewal  of  re- 
pressive legislation  for  Ireland.  We 
stated,  at  the  time,  that  we  came  to  that 
decision  in  the  belief  that  the  powers  of 
the  ordinary  law  would  be  sufficient  to 
enable  the  Government  to  deal  satisfac- 
torily with  the  state  of  Ireland.  That, 
of  course,  was  a  decision  that  required 
time  to  test.  It  was  tested  throughout 
the  autumn  —  I  announced  myself, 
during  the  autumn,  that  if  we  found  that 
the  powers  of  the  ordinary  law  were  in- 
sufficient for  the  purpose  we  should  have 
to  apply  to  Parliament  for  further 
powers.  At  the  time  that  Parliament 
met  in  January  we  were  in  this  most 
difficult  position — that  my  noble  Friend 
the  late  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (the 
Earl  of  Oamarvon)  had  resigned  that 
post,  and  the  Minister  primarily  respon- 
sible for  the  government  of  Ireland  was 
necessarily  new  to  bis  work.  What  did 
we  do  ?  We  did  not  alter  our  policy 
between  the  deUrexy  of  the  Gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne  and  the  day 
upon  whioh  I  anaonnced  the  intention 
of  Dry  right  boa.  Friend  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  dealing 
with  the  National  Leagae  and  othor 
societies  of  the  kind.  But  we  stated 
plainly  in  the  Speech  finm  the  Thnme 
that~ 

"  Although  there  has  been  daring  the  last 
year  no  marked  inereoBe  ot  serious  crime, 
there  la  in  many  places  a  concerted  reuBtanoe  to 
the  enforcement  of  legal  obUgatione,  and  I 
regret  that  the  practice  of  organized  intimida- 
tion continncB  to  exist." 

The  Speech  went  on  t&  say— 
Sir  Hieh/al  BieU-Bmh 


"NceffiMttwillbe  spared obUu  {>art  xdmf 
GoTenunent  to  protect  my  Iriih  Babjeot*  in  the 
exercise  of  their  legal  rigbts  and  the  enjoyment 
of  indiridaal  liberty.  If,  as  my  information 
leads  me  to  apprehend,  the  existing  protirions 
of  the  law  should  prore  to  be  iBads^nBte  to 
cope  with  these  growing  evUe,  I  look  with  con- 
fidence to  your  willingneaa  to  invest  my  Go> 
vernment  with  all  necessary  powers." 

That  was  the  statement  in  the  Spesob. 
What  did  it  point  to  ?  It  potnbsd  to 
this — that  v»  had  not|  at  tlutt  time^ 
actually  decided  what  mie  the  ptseiBe 
means  by  whioh  state  of  things 
which  we  described  wonld  be  most  sac- 
oessfully  met.  That  was  a  matter 
which  neeessarily  had  to  oc<H^y  very 
grave  attention ;  and  as  soon  aa  it 
was  possible  I  stated  to  the  House  the 
decision  at  which  we  had  arrived  upon 
the  recommendation  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Weatnin^er. 
I  will  venture  again  to  aesert  that  there 
was  absolutely  no  change  between  the 
declaration  in  the  Qrncians  Speech  fram 
the  Throne  and  the  annouucement  sub- 
sequently made  to  the  House  of  Oom* 
mens.  That  aonoimoement  was  baud 
upon  the  veiy  soioas  fact  whi^  ap- 
pears somehow  to  have  been  foi^ttea 
or  overlooked  by  the  Government  yi  the 
oouiise  of  this  disoussion.  We  stated 
our  opinion  as  to  Ihe  emoDs  condition 
of  Ireland  in  regard  to  social  order,  and 
the  neceeoity  which  had  grown  into 
existence  of  adopting  exceptional  mea- 
sures for  dealing  with  it.  Were  we 
right,  or  were  we  wrong,  as  to  the  facts 
of  the  preseot  social  condition  of  Ire- 
land? Were  we  right,  or  were  wo 
wrong,  as  to  the  power  exercised  by  the 
National  Le^^e  in  many  parts  of  the 
country,  as  to  the  supersesai^m  by  the 
National  Leagme  of  the  ordinoiy  govetno 
ment  of  the  eooatty,  and,  indeed,  erf  law 
itself  in  many  oases  P  If  we  were  wrong, 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  the  present 
Ohi«i  Beoratary  to  the  Lord  Lieute* 
naat  of  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
has  diffinent  infbrmatitm.  frun  that 
whioh  reached  us^  if  he  can  show  tluit 
the  state  of  Lrelasd  is  not  what  itwas 
deaoribed  to  the  House  *d  Ooosmons  by 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
late  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes),  then  let  him  sayso  to  the  House. 
Let  him  put  that  information  before  the 
country,  and  no  one  will  receive  it  with 
greater  pleasure  than  the  Members  of 
the  late  Government.  But  if  we  were 
ri^t  in  OUT  estimate  «f  ths  condition  o£ 
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Ireland,  then  all  I  can  say  is  this— that 
it  appears  to  me  nothing  can  be  grarer 
than  the  responsibility  Tbioh  the  present 
Qoremmeot  are  incurring  by  postponing 
for  more  than  a  month  any  attempt  to 
deal  with  a  etate  of  afifairs  which  would 
be  a  disgrace  if  suffered  to  continue  in 
any  dTilized  country.  The  right  hon. 
Gendeman,  I  remember,  in  one  of  his 
speeches,  twitted  us  with  what  he  sup- 
posed, at  the  time,  to  be  our  policy  of 
neither  gOTeming  Ireland  ourselreB,  nor 
allowing  Ireland  to  goTwn  itself.  Well, 
Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that,  at  any  rate  for 
some  little  time  to  come,  he  will  be  fol- 
lowing a  course  precisely  similar  to  that 
which  he  so  wrongly  attributed  to  us. 
He  is  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland ;  but 
I  wUl  venture  to  say  this— that  in  the 

? resent  state  of  affairs  in  many  parts  of 
reland  he  is  Ohief  Secretary  by  the 
grace  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Famell),  and  is  compelled 
to  act  according  to  tbe  bidding  of  &e 
National  League.  Well,  if  that  be  not 
80,  let  him  show  it  to  the  country.  Let 
him  come  forward  and  prove  that  my 
i^;ht  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Dublin 
University,  who  spoke  to-night,  weis 
wrong  in  his  description  of  the  condition 
of  the  country,  and  then  the  Government 
will  have  said  something  in  justification 
of  their  present  position.  Before  they 
came  into  0£Bce  they  pressed  on  us, 
through  the  Prime  Minister,  the  imme- 
diate ueceseity  of  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion. [Mr.  GLAnsTONE :  Of  declaring 
your  intentions.]  Well,  of  "  declaring 
our  intentions"  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
this  question  should  be  dealt  with.  He 
told  us ' '  that  whatever  should  be  done  for 
Ireland  ahouldbedone  with  all  thepromp- 
titude  that  the  nature  of  the  case  re- 
quired.'* Whatever  we  thought  adequate 
for  the  case,  whether  wi&  respect  to 
social  order  or  the  land,  *' let  us  know 
what  it  is ;  state  it  frankly  to  the  House." 
That  is  now  our  demand  to  him,  and  that 
demand  cannot  be  met  by  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  whole  question  for  more  than 
six  weeks.  Looking  at  what  we  believe 
to  be  the  present  condition  of  Ireland, 
I  think  nothing  can  be  graver  than  the 
responsibility  which  is  incurred  by  any 
Government  of  this  country  in  doing 
what  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  University  so  well  de- 
scribed OS  "allowing  matters  to  drift," 
I  trust  we  may  have  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  succeeded  to  the 


very  difficult  Office  of  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  and  whose  abilities,  I  am 
sure,  we  all  admire— I  trust  we  may 
have  from  him  some  statement  which 
may,  at  any  rate,  show  that  he  is  sensible 
of  the  grave  nature  of  the  oivaniEalion 
with  which  he  has  to  deal,  the  objects 
at  which  it  is  aimed,  and  the  evils  from 
which  the  country  must  suffer  if  it  is  not 
coped  with  in  a  very  different  spirit 
from  that  which  has  animated  the 
speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  to-night. 

SCOTLAND— CROFTERS  AND  COTTARS. 

Mb.  MA.OFAKLANE,  in  rising  to 
move,  as  an  Amendment,  the  insertion, 
at  the  end  of  the  1 5th  paragraph,  of  the 
folluwing  additional  paragraph  to  the 
Queen's  Speech : — 

'  *  This  House  hambl^  expreseea  ita  regret  that 
in  Her  Majeety's  Graoious  Speech  the  referenoe 
to  the  coDditioQ  of  the  people  in  the  Highlands 
and  lalandB  of  Scotland  is  of  a  vagne  and  in- 
definite charaoter,  and  contains  no  Batisfactory 
assurance  that  snch  LegiBlation  as  the  serioai 
nature  of  the  case  demands  will  be  ondertaken, 
and  iB  of  opinion  that,  until  a  Land  Bill  dealing 
in  a  compreheDsive  manner  with  the  proved  and 
admitted  grievances  of  the  Highland  People  has 
been  pasBed  into  Law,  the  Civil  or  Military 
ForcM  of  the  Crown  should  not  be  employed 
to  evict  those  People  from  thdr  hBreditaty 
homes," 

said  that,  no  doubt  in  common  with  a 
great  many,  the  House  would  be  glad  to 
hear  the  announcement  of  the  Govern- 
ment that,  on  Monday  next,  it  was  their 
intention  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with 
the  Land  Questiun  in  Scotland ;  but  it 
was  a  question  of  great  urgency,  and  he 
regretted  that  that  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  did  not  meet 
the  case  which  he  proposed  to  provide 
for,  if  the  House  would  accept  hia 
Amendment.  His  Amendment  was  not 
to  force  the  Government  to  legislate  for 
a  settlement  of  the  Land  Question,  for  he 
imagined  no  pressure  was  required  to  be 
put  upon  any  Government  to  compel 
them  to  see  the  absolute  necessity  of 
legislating  upon  the  question  with  a  view 
to  its  settlement.  It  was  different  a  few 
years  ago,  when  ho  first  took  the  liberty 
— whinh  was  then  thought  to  be  a  great 
liberty — of  moving  on  this  question.  It 
was  considered  a  great  liberty  because, 
though  he  was  a  Scotchman,  he  repre- 
sented an  Irish  constituency.  That  re- 
proach— 'if  reproach  it  were — could  no 
longer  be  applied ;  for  he  had  come  back 
now  to  the  House  without  that  stain  upon 
his  charaoter;  and  he  appeared,  as  a 

Digitized  by  Google 


YOIi.  COCII.    [thuu)  bkmeb.]  x 


6i9 


Aidrm  in 


{OOmiONS}  Anitm-  U  W>r  644 


Bootob  Uember,  to  plead  as  earnestly  aa 
he  oould  on  behalf  of  those  people  in 
whose  interests  he  had  put  down  his 
Amendment.  He  had  no  wish  to  take 
nj)  any  long  time  in  ^soussing  the  ques- 
tioD,  oeeause  his  proposition  was  a  T617 
rample  one.  He  oould  multiply  instanees 
by  the  hondred  wh»e,  in  publio  meet- 
ing, reeolutiona  vera  earned,  praying 
that  House  to  grant  auapension  of  evio- 
tion,  pending  the  pasnng  of  the  legis- 
lative measures  proposed  by  Govern- 
ment. His  proposal,  he  thought,  was 
not  without  precedent;  because,  although 
not  in  the  exact  form,  it  contained  the 
substance  and  spirit  of  Uie  ill-fated  Com- 
pensation for  Disturbance  Bill  of  1880. 
He  moved,  on  this  occasion,  to  ask  this 
High  Court  of  Parliament  to  grant  an 
injunction  to  restrain  one  of  the  parties 
to  a  suit  from  ruining  the  other,  pending 
the  decision  of  this  High  Court  on  their 
case.  That  was  literally  the  issue  that 
was  raised  by  the  Ameadment.  It  was 
an  appeal  for  inj  unction  against  one  who 
had  the  whole  power— the  power  of 
totally  ruining  and  banishing  if  he  ohose 
—from  tiieir  native  homes  as  many  as 
happened  to  reside  on  his  property.  He 
had  no  doubt  there  were  plenty  of  good 
landlords  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  Scotland ;  but  it  was  not  the  good 
landlords,  but  the  bad  landlords,  they 
had  to  legislate  for ;  and  he  was  on^  now 
asking  Uie  House  to  compel  the  bad 
landlord,  who  brought  shame  upon  the 
others,  to  do  that  which  the  good  land- 
lord would  do  of  his  own  accord.  By  the 
law  of  the  land  a  landlord  had  perfect 
libertgr  to  evict  a  man,  whether  in  arrears 
or  not,  upon  six  months'  notice;  and  the 
reason  he  asked  the  House  to  accept  his 
Amendment  was  because,  before  it  was 
possihle  for  the  Government  to  pass  their 
Bill  through  Parliament  and  bring  it 
into  effective  use,  tiie  eviction  seaaon 
woold  have  passed.  Hundreds  of  evio- 
tions  were  now  threatened  in  Soot- 
land  ;  people  were  having  notices  serv^ 
upon  them;  and  the  right  hon.  and 
leamed  Gentleman  (the  Lord  Advo- 
cate] knew  perfectly  well  that  in  the 
month  of  May  the  eviction  season  would 
set  in,  and  in  order  to  prevent  that  he 
moved  his  Amendment.  To  show  the 
lugency  of  what  he  asked  for,  he  would 
cite  a  few  instances,  but  without  giving 
the  names  of  the  people  or  the  places. 
The  statement  was  that  last  Mar- 
tinmas a  number  of  flio£ta»  were 

Mr.  Ua^arloM 


•erved  with  notices  of  removal.  Th^ 
had  all  their  rents  paid,  and  fheir 
crofts  consisted  of  2|  acres  of  the  poorest 
soil.  These  orofta  were  in  the  imme- 
diate vioiDity  of  the  mansion  house,  and 
were  of  a  character  that  no  farmer  would 
pay  more  than  £12  for  the  whole  seven. 
Yet  the  laird  derived  £84  a-year  from 
these  crofts.  These  people  went  on  to 
say  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 

Eay  these  rents,  and  that  hitherto  they 
ad  been  paid  by  contributions  sent  by 
their  friends  in  the  South.  In  their 
present  oircumatanooa  thi^  could  not  see 
what  they  were  to  do.  They  must  sub- 
mit to  the  law,  and  therefore  {o^pare 
for  eviction.  None  of  them  were  in 
arrears,  and  they  could  only  rely  upon 
the  Logidature  passing  some  measure 
to  stop  these  repressive  and  inhuman 
practices.  In  another  case,  reported  by 
the  Press  on  the  Uth  of  February,  it 
was  stated  that  a  meeting  was  held  at 
Cromarty  for  the  purpose  of  approach- 
ing the  landlord  for  a  reduction  of  rent ; 
uid  the  statement  was  that  Mrs.  Mao- 
Kenzie  declined,  aad  said  she  woi^d 
"put  the  whole  estate  under  fa]h>w 
rather  than  give  one  sixpence  of  reduc- 
tion." These  were  the  statements  that 
came  from  a  people  in  a  state  of  despair. 
In  moat  of  the  cases  in  which  evictions 
were  threatened  it  was,  no  doubt,  on 
account  of  heavy  arrears ;  but  how  did 
they  arise  ?  They  were  carried  forward 
from  one  tenant  to  another,  these  being 
kept  upon  the  factor's  books  in  terror$m 
over  the  tenants.  For  instance,  £6  was 
fixed  as  the  rent  in  the  books,  but  £5 
was  all  tbat  was  paid ;  but  after  a  time 
the  tenant  found  that  £1  a-year  had 
been  acoumulating  as  arrears  whioh  pro- 
vided the  excuse  for  eviction.  There 
had  been  no  disturbances  and  no  out- 
rages of  any  kind  throughout  tiie  whode 
of  Scotland.  This  was  a  peacefni,  legi- 
timate, and  Constitutlonar  demttid  that 
was  being  made;  and  he  appealed  to 
that  House,  to  the  Gentlemen  who  voted 
for  the  Compensation  for  Distorbanoa 
Bill,  who  voted  for  similar  measures 
for  Ireland,  for  the  Land  Act  in  Ire- 
land, and  for  all  the  legislation  that 
had  taken  place  in  Ireland,  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  corresponding  classes  in 
Scotland,  and  not  leave  them  in  destitu- 
tion because  they  were  peaceable.  Let 
them  not  teach  Uiem  to  break  the  law— 
that  was  a  lesson  that  had  been  taught 
in  Ireland;  but  he  hoped  that  his  eoun- 
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trymen  wonld  not  learn  it.  Iieg:itimate 
legislatton  vas  wfcatthey  required ;  and 
lie  asked  the  Honee,  as  a  first  step,  to 
Btattd  between  them  and  a  wrong-doer, 
and  not  between  them  and  good  land- 
lords— though  even  good  landlords  in 
Scotland  had  far  too  much  power — more 
power  than  ought  to  be  trusted  to  any 
individuals.  They  could  sell  their  land 
if  they  chose  to  Mi.  "Winans,  and  the 
sale  would  entitle  him  to  give  six 
months'  notice  to  the  whole  of  the  native 
population  who  were  not  under  leases. 
He  appealed  to  the  House  and  the  Qo- 
Temment  to  stand  between  those  people 
and  what  was  practically  aending  them 
out  of  the  country.  These  people  were 
attached  to  their  own  ooun^,  and  fae 
wanted  to  see  them  Uring  in  their  own 
glens  and  natire  hill-sides,  andnot  dwell- 
in^  in  the  slums  of  big  cities.  He 
wished  thev  had  more  oi  them  in  that 
position.  If  they  had,  they  would  not 
hear  so  much  about  the  distress  of  the 
unemployed.  There  was  plenty  of  land 
for  the  unemployed  if  they  could  get  it 
to  cultivate.  He  had  not  brought  alarge 
number  of  cases  before  the  notice  of  the 
light  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Tjord  Advocate;  but  it  was  not  because  he 
had  not  the  cases  to  bring  forward  in  wit- 
ness of  what  he  had  said.  Thenext  time 
this  matter  was  brought  forward  he 
would  read  ease  after  case  and  take  up 
hour  after  hour.  He  moved  this  Amend- 
ment with  regret.  He  should  have  pre- 
ferred if  he  had  been  in  a  position  to 
move  tliis  Amendment  when  the  late 
Oorernment  were  in  power— or  raflxer 
in  Office,  for  they  never  were  in  power. 
He  was  quite  sure  there  were  hon.  and 
right  bon.  Gentlemen  who  would  have 
supported  this  Amendment  under  those 
circumstances,  but  who,  under  existing 
circumstances,  would  not  be  able  to 
support  it,  and  he  thought  he  would 
probably  have  carried  it.  He  believed 
the  present  Government  seriously  meant 
to  deal  with  this  question,  and  that  they 
would  deal  with  it  in  a  very  difiEerent 
fashion  from  the  way  in  which  they 
proposed  to  deal  with  it  last  year,  for  a 
great  many  things  had  happened  since 
then.  Bnt  if  the  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  take  away  from  the  landlords 
the  power  of  evicting  the  people  for  no 
cause,  why  wonld  th^  not  do  it  by 
aoceptinf^  this  Amendment  two  or  three 
months  in  advance  of  their  Bill  ?  He 
ehonld  be  obliged  to'  ascertain  by  a 


division  the  state  of  opinion  in  fhd  Houee 
upon  the  question,  so  that  they  would 
know  who  were  their  friends  and  who 
were  the  foes.  In  conclusion,  he  begged 
to  move  the  Besolntion  whioh  stood  in 
his  name. 

Db.  OL  ABK,  in  seconding  the  Amend* 
ment,  said,  he  wanted  to  bring  be- 
fore the  House  some  facts  in  regard 
to  the  position  of  the  crofters  at  the 
present  time.  Two  or  three  years 
ago  the  hon.  Member  for  Argyllshire 
(Mr.  Maofarlane)  managed  to  get  the 
time  of  notice  for  eviction  changed 
from  six  weeks  to  six  months;  and  they 
knew  that  already  a  large  ntunber 
crofters  had  received  that  six  montha* 
notioe.  Under  the  Scotch  Act  those  who 
were  in  arrear  might  be  tamed  out  if 
they  were  40  days  in  arrear  before  some 
date  in  Hay ;  and  what  he  feared  was 
that  a  large  number  of  crofters  who 
were  utterly  unable  to  pay  rent  in  con- 
sequence of  the  new  condition  of  things 
would  be  turned  out.  The  crofter  did 
not  so  much  make  his  living  out  of  the 
land  as  on  the  sea ;  and  the  crofter,  iu 
his  capacity  as  farmer  and  in  his  capa- 
city as  fisherman,  had  lately  met  with 
an  unparalleled  condition  of  depression. 
As  a  farmer  his  stock  had  fallen  about 
50  per  cent  in  the  last  two  years.  In 
his  own  county  in  six  months  the  value 
of  stock  had  fallen  nearly  40  per  cent, 
so  that  if  the  crofter  sold  his  stock  to 
try  to  pay  his  rent,  even  then  he  could 
not  pay  it.  Of  course,  the  Urge  farmer 
felt  the  depression  nearly  as  muoli  as 
the  crofters,  and  they  also  required 
protection.  Only  they  had  got  capital, 
and  the  landlord  might  think  twice  be- 
fore he  killed  the  goose  that  laid  the 
golden  eggs— before  making  the  capi- 
talist farmers  bankrupt.  The  crofter 
had  been  paying  a  great  deal  for  his 
land  because  it  was  near  the  sea ; 
but  the  depression  in  the  land  had 
not  been  so  great  as  was  the  depres- 
sion in  the  fishing  industry.  The 
poor  people  w&te  told  to  go  to  sea  and 
fish ;  and  now,  just  as  they  were  driven 
away  from  off  the  best  tracts  of  the  land, 
&6  steam  trawlers  came  and  drove  them 
away  from  off  the  sea  by  destroying 
their  gear  and  nets.  The  condition  oi 
things  in  the  fishing  industry  was  very 
deplorable.  Baring  the  summer  a  large 
section  of  erofters  frmn  Boss-shire  and 
Inmness-shire  came  round  to  Wick  for 
the  Bummor  fishing,  and  expected  to 
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make  yrhaX  would  pay  their  nuts  and 
keep  tiheir  families.  But,  unfortunately 
for  the  oroftere,  last  year  Dearly  all  the 
fish-curera  went  bankrupt,  so  that  men 
who  a  few  years  ago  were  worth 
£20,000  were  now  only  worth  a  few 
pence.  The  fish  sent  to  Germany  and 
other  foreign  countries  last  year  did  not 
bring  to  many  of  the  ourers  a  price 
sufficient  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  barrels 
in  which  they  were  packed,  white  there 
was  groat  oompetition  from  othersources, 
and  tke  price  of  the  Norway  fiah  had 
been  reduced,  altogether  making  a  most 
unfortunate  fftate  of  things.  The  fisher- 
men had  been  content  to  get  5«.  or  10«. 
in  the  pound  from  tiie  oarears,  and  next 
year  it  was  difficult  to  conoeiTO  what 
dkoir  condition  would  be.  One  reason 
for  the  deplorable  condition  of  things 
was  because  of  the  action  of  the  Railway 
Oompanies,  who  had  so  much  abused 
the  power  given  them  by  Parliament  to 
make  a  differential  rate  of  carriage, 
which  was  much  against  the  home  pro- 
ducer, and  in  favour  of  foreigners. 
They  charged  no  less  than  £4  per  ton 
for  fish,  while  they  bought  salt  at  22a. 
and  potatoes  at  30s.  But  the  crofter, 
though  he  was  now,  from  circumstances 
which  he  was  not  able  to  control,  unable 
to  pay  his  rent,  did  not  forget  his  right 
to  the  land.  The  homes  of  the  crofters 
were  generally  those  which  they  had 
themsdves  built,  and  they  were  begin- 
mng  to  feel  desperate.  He  thought  the 
new  Scotch  SoCTetary  should  tiiink  twice 
befbre  he  sent  troops  to  the  Highlands 
to  teach  ttie  Highland  people  what  had 
been  often  taught  the  Irish  people — 
namely,  that  law  often  meant  organized 
injustice.  They  wanted  to  get  from  the 
Government  and  the  House  anaesurance 
that  the  men  who  were  unable  to  pay 
rent  from  causes  beyond  their  control 
should  not  be  sent  adrift,  but  should  be 
secured  until  some  remedial  legislation 
was  enacted.  He  had  much  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  Amendment  of  thebon. 
Uembor&r  Aigyllshire. 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  end  of  the  15th  paragraph,  to  iuBert 
the  words, — "  Thia  House  humhly  eipreasea  its 
regret  that  in  Her  Majesty's  Giiictous  Speech 
tile  reference  to  the  condition  of  tbs  people  in 
tbtt  BigUandB  and  Iilandt  of  Scotland  is  of  a 
Ta^e  and  indefinite  character,  and  contains  no 
satisfactory  assuranco  that  such  Legislation  as 
the  serious  nature  of  the  case  demands  will  he 
Ttndertdken,  and  is  of  opinion  that,  until  a  Land 
Bill  dafliiTtg  in  a  compniiCBiaTe  wwt^pt  with 
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the  proved  and  admitted  grievances  (A  the 
Highland  People  has  heen  passed  into  Law,  the 
Civil  or  Military  Forces  oi  the  Crown  should 
not  be  employed  to  evict  those  People  frovL 
their  horsditary  homes."— (Jfr.  Motif arlatte.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  thM«  inserted." 

Mr.  EODERIOK  McDONALD  said, 
he  had  lived  for  20  years  among  the 
orofters,  and  could  bear  out  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Membw 
for  ArgvUshire.  The  fishery  was  in  a 
dreadfully  bad  state,  and  the  crofters 
were  quite  unable  to  pay  their  rents, 
which  were  greater  than  the  holdings 
were  worth.  It  was  not  proposed  that 
the  dedaration  in  the  Amendment 
should  last  for  years,  but  only  for  one 
year,  by  which  time  the  ejectment  season 
would  have  passed,  and  they  hoped  for  a 
satisfactory  measure  enacted  by  the  Go- 
vernment. Surely  for  one  year  the  land- 
lords could  afford  to  let  the  matter  lie. 
If  the  landlords  meant  to  force  the  people 
to  pay  rents  it  simply  meant  driving 
them  off  the  land,  and  they  all  knew 
the  results.  An  eviction  was  simply  a 
sentence  of  death  to  many  of  those 
people.  It  was  all  very  well  for  the 
landlotrds  to  say — ""We  must  have  our 
rights ; "  but  the  people  had  rights  as 
well  as  the  landlords.  In  the  Highlands 
many  of  them  had  rights  supwior  to 
those  of  the  landlords.  How  many  of 
the  proprietors  had  bought  the  luid? 
The  Argyll  and  Sutherland  &mOies  had 
paid  nouiing  for  those  lands  on  which, 
these  orofters  lived;  and  he  hoped  that 
in  this  19th  oeatury  such  landlords 
would  not  be  allowed  by  means  of 
evictions  to  turn  the  people  adrift.  lu 
many  oases  fbe  laud  had  been  kept  for 
the  landLorde  by  the  strong  arms  of 
tiieir  forefathers,  and  by  nothing  else. 
It  was  no  use  trjing  to  get  blood  out  of 
.a  stone,  and  it  was  no  use  trying  to  get 
money  from  the  crofters,  because  for  a 
long  time  they  had  paid  their  rents  from 
money  they  did  not  get  from  their  crofts, 
and  now  they  had  no  more  to  pay.  He 
would  heartily  support  the  Amend- 
ment, hoping  that  Dj  this  time  next 
year  they  would  have  no  need  for  such  a 
Motion. 

Mb.  FIOTON  said  that,  as  on  English 
Member,  he  desired  most  beartify  to 
support  the  Amendmeoit.  He  had  taken, 
means  of  informing  himself  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  was  persuaded  of  the  urgent 
necessity  of  speedy  legisUtioji.  But 
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speedy  legislation  would  not  be  eafficient 
if  evictions  were  to  be  allowed  to  go  on 
in  the  interraL   He  had  no  sympathy 
with  men  wlio  could  and  wonid  not  pay 
their  rent;  but  ocoaaions  sometimes 
arose  when  a  large  number  of  tenants 
could  not  pay  owing  to  special  circum- 
Btancea;  and  then  it  was  only  fair  that 
other  portions  of  society  should  take  their 
part  in  the  burden,  and  not  throw  it  alt  on 
the  poor.   The  Report  of  the  Crofters' 
Gommiflsioners  in  1884  was  a  lamentable 
indictment  against  the  whole  system  of 
the  North-Western  Highlands ;  and  this 
state  of  things  had  been  growing  worse 
erer  since,  imd  evictions  were  becoming 
more  and  more  cruel.     The  Report 
showed  that  a  social  revolution  nad 
taken  place  in  these  districts,  in  the 
coarse  of  which  the  poor  toilers  had  been 
the  sufferers,  while  the  owners  had  up 
to  very  lately  been  the  gainers.  The 
Report  showed  that  there  existed  a 
patent  contradiction  between  the  Statute 
Law  and  the  immemorial  tradition  and 
custom  of  those  districts.   It  also  gave 
instances  in  which  whole  communities 
had  been  driven  from  the  land,  and  had 
been  huddled  between  the  mountains 
and  the  sea  on  comparatively  bare  and 
barren  tracts,  on  which  the  utmost  in- 
dustij  would  not  enable  them  to  live  in 
any  comfort.   Rights  had  been  unjustly 
invaded,  and  he  hoped  that  the  House 
would  not  trifle  with  this  matter.  Mr. 
Angus  Sutherland,  the  late  crofter  can- 
didate for  Sutherlandsliire,  recently  gave 
an  account  of  what  was  known  as  the 
Rosehall  case.   He  stated  that  in  1845 
the  estate  of  Rosehall  was  purchased  by 
Sir  James  Hathesou,  who  promised  the 
tenants  that  they  would  never  be  re- 
moved from  their  holdings  at  any  rate 
so  long  as  he  lived.  The  tenants  aocord- 
ingly  redlumed  mueh  of  the  land,  luid 
made  great  improvements.   The  estate 
was  then  sold,  or  rather  exchanged  for 
another,  and  all  the  tenants  were  served 
with  notices  to  quit  by  the  new  landlord. 
They  were  compelled  to  accept  the  land- 
lord's terms  or  forfeit  all  their  improve- 
ments; and  thriving  tenants  were  thus 
tamed  into  rack-rented  feuars.  He  said 
it  was  incumbent  on  the  Government  to 
take  good  heed  lest  the  extreme  pressure 
of  what  might  be  legal  rights,  but  were 
moral  irrongs,  should  drive  a  long-suffer- 
ing people  to  desperation,  and  bring 
about  bloodshed  and  disorder  in  hitherto 
eompasattr^y  peaeeAil  regions. 


The  secretary  foe  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tbetbltas)  :  I  have  listened  with 
'eat  pleasure  to  my  lion.  !Friend  the 
ember  for  Leicester  (Mr.  Ficton) ;  but, 
in  some  respects,  I  could  almost  have 
wished  that  the  hon.  Member  had  de- 
ferred his  speech  for  afewdays.    I  have 
no  doubt,  from  his  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  he  has 
much  in  reserve  to  tell  us ;  and  I  should 
be  glad  if,  some  three  or  four  days  hence, 
on  the  Motion  for  the  introduction  of  the 
Crofters  Bill,  and  still  more  on  the 
second  reading,  he  moves  again  the 
sympathy  of  the  House  as  he  has  moved 
it  to-night.   I  cannot  but  think  that  his 
speech,  and  the  interesting  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Argylh^ire  (Mr.  Mac- 
farlane),  are  somewhat  prematore,  or 
somewhat  tardy.   They  are  premature 
if  they  are  intended  to  excite  the  inte- 
rest of  the  House  in  those  provisions 
whidi  the  Government  intends  to  bring 
forward,:  and  which,  I  earnestly  thinK 
and  trast,  will  be  of  a  nature,  if  not  to 
satisfy,  at  any  rate  to  gratify,  those  hon. 
Members.  But  they  are  tardy  as  applied 
to  the  present  condition  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  Government.  The 
Amendment  to  the  Address  Trfiich  the 
House  is  asked  to  entertain  to-night 
states  that  the  House  humbly  expresses 
its  regret  that  in  the  Queen's  Gracious 
Speech  the  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland 
is  of  so  vague  and  ind^nite  a  oharaotev ; 
and  contains  no  satisfectory  aesuranoe 
that  such  legislation  as  the  serious 
nature  of  the  case  demands  will  be 
undertaken.  That  is  the  Preamble  to  t^e 
Amendment.   I  am  not  here  to  defend, 
I  am  rather  here  to  adopt,  the  Address 
in  answer  to  Her  Majesty^s  Oracdoua 
Speech ;  but  if  I  were  here  to  defend  it. 
I  should  say  that  the  line  and  a-half 
referring  to  a  measure  for  mitigating  the 
distressed  condition  of  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  Western  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  Scotland  would  cover  legislation  of  a 
sort  which  might  be  very  satisfactory 
even  to  advanced  Members  of  this 
House.    But  if  there  might  be  some 
justice  in  the  Amendment  three  weeks 
ago,  there  is  none  now ;  because  the  Go- 
vernment, through  theraouthof  the  Prime 
Minister,  has  promised — not  that  it  con- 
siders that  legislation  about  the  crofters 
is  of  great  importance,  but  that  it  con- 
siders it  almxjst  paramount,  for  the  very 
first  Notice     a  measure  that  has  been 
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given  by  the  present  Govemment — at 
any  rate,  the  first  Notice  of  any  measure 
of  importance —has  been  for  a  Bill  for 
improving  the  condition  of  the  crofters 
and  cottars  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  Scotland.  I  ask  the  House  whether 
it  is  a  fair  reward  to  a  QoTerument 
which  has  shown  itself  so  anxious  to 
grapple,  and  to  grapple  rapidly  and 
Uioroughly,  with,  tiiis  great  question — 
whether  it  is  fair  to  reject  the  earnest 
appeal  of  the  Prime  Minister,  who  has 
given  this  pledge,  which  you  may  be 
sure  he  wiU  moke  good — not  to  insert 
Amendments  in  this  Address;  and  I 
think  hon.  Members  will  have  to  i^ow 
Terystrona  cause  indeed  for  inserting 
{his  Amenomant,  beoause  it  is  an  Amend- 
ment of  a  very  serious  nature.  The 
Amendment,  after  the  Preamble  thai  I 
have  quoted,  goes  on  to  declare  that  the 
House  is  of  opinion  that  until  a  Land 
BiU  dealing  in  a  comprehensive  manner 
with  the  proved  and  admitted  grievances 
of  the  Highland  crofters  has  be^n  passed 
into  law  the  Civil  and  Military  Forces 
of  the  Grown  should  not  be  emj^ioyed  in 
evicting  the  people  from  their  here- 
ditary holdings.  I  earnestly  trust  that 
before  voting  hon.  Members  will  con- 
sider the  very  serious  nature  of  the 
Amendment  for  which  they  are  voting. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Caithness-shire 
(Dr.  Clark),  in  his  interesting  speech, 
referred  to  the  great  diatrera  of  the  fish- 
ing population,  and  to  the  manner  in 
-whicn  they  are  sofifering  by  the  compe- 
tition of  trawlers,  and  by  the  discrimi- 
nating rates  of  railways.  I  should  like 
to  a^  the  hon.  Member  for  Caithness 
whether  the  fishing  population  of  the 
Western  Highlands  are  the  only  fishing 
population  in  the  United  Kingdom  that 
are  suffering  from  bad  trade  and  de- 
pression ?  If  that  is  not  the  case,  why 
should  we  adopt  such  a  strong  remedy 
as  that  of  suspending  the  ordinary  ope- 
ration of  the  law  in  their  case,  and  in 
their  case  alone  ?  I  must  frankly  own 
that  I  would  not  assent  to  such  a  pro- 
posal. Before  adopting  it,  two  facts 
would  have  to  be  established.  One  of 
these  two  facts  would  be  that  the  popu- 
lation that  was  going  to  be  specially 
benefited  by  suoh  a  very  strong  proposal 
aa  this  was  suffering  from  any  great 
grierance  of  a  nature  requiring  to  be 
remedied,  or  from  any  great  danger; 
and  the  other  thing  that  would  have  to 
establiohed  wmud  be  Uiot  it  hod  been 
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up  to  this  time  entirely  n^Iected  by  Par- 
liament. But  are  the  people  of  these 
Highlands  and  Islands  suffering  under 
any  very  great  grievance  from  evic- 
tions, or  firom  any  danger  of  evictions  ? 
I  am  glad  to  think  that  at  a  time  like 
this  in  England  and  Scotland  the  land- 
lords ere  treating  their  people  with  that 
sort  of  consideration  which  ought  to 
exist  between  the  landlords  and  the 
tenants.  [**  Oh,  oh !  "1  I  will  not  say 
it  is  being  done  everywhere;  but  I  know 
of  many  cases  in  England  and  in  Scot- 
land where  large  reductions  are  being 
given,  and  very  fireely  given— perma^ 
nent  reductions — and  where  the  eviction 
of  an  old  tenant  is  the  very  last  idea 
that  would  occur  to  the  mind  of  the 
landlord.  But  are  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  at  this  moment  the  districts 
where  there  is  an  exception  to  this  rule  ? 
Are  the  Highlands,  during  the  last  two 
years,  districts  where  evictions  are  being 
ruthlessly  carried  out  ?  If  there  can  be 
any  charge  brought  against  the  late 
Government,  or  against  the  Government 
which  preceded  it,  it  would  be — not  that 
evictions  in  the  Highlands  were  too 
easily  carried  out,  but  that,  practically, 
there  were  no  evictions  at  all,  even  where 
rents  could  not  be  obtained.  There  is 
no  part  of  the  country  in  which,  at  this 
moment,  there  is  such  immense  and  such 
general  arrears  as  in  certain  parts  of  the 
Highlands ;  and  to  tell  the  House  of 
Commons  that  during  the  lastsix  months, 
that  during  the  last  two  years,  there 
have  been  any  exceptional  crop  of  evic- 
tions is  to  tell  tiiem  something  which  is 
not  a  fact ;  and,  unless  It  is  confirmed  by 
the  most  powerful  evidence,  the  House 
could  not  be  induced  to  accept  such  an 
extremely  strong  Besolution.  But  it  is 
not  the  case.  There  is  a  general  feeling 
among  the  landlords  of  the  Highlands, 
as  there  is  a  feeling  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  in  the  country  in  general, 
that  the  crofters  of  the  Western  Islands 
are  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition, 
which  ought  to  have  been  altered  long 
ago  by  legislation,  and  that  that  is  the 
districtin  which,  of  all  others  in  the  coun- 
try, the  power  of  eviction  ought  to  be 
less  ruthlessly  and  most  merdf  ully  used ; 
and  I  do  not  believe  I  am  ocaggeratiDg 
when  I  say  that  th»e  is  no  district  in 
these  Islanda  where  the  peo^e  hare 
be«i  in  less  danger  of  eviction  than  they 
were  in  the  crofting  districts  of  Scotland. 
Now;  I  come  to  the  question,  of  what 
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lias  been  done  for  the  crofters  in  this 
respect  by  the  Honso  of  Oommona. 
Never  was  so  strong  a  Hesolntion  passed, 
giring  so  very  marked  a  lesson  in  the 
direction  of  doing  the  utmost  to  mitigate 
the  rights  of  landlords  to  the  Exeoatire 
GoTernment,  as  the  Resolution  that  was 
passed  on  the  14th  of  November,  1884, 
at  the  instance  of  a  dlstingaished  Irish 
Member,  has  vindicated  his  right  to 
take  up  the  cause  of  the  orof  ters.  The 
Bmolution  was  as  followB : — 

IteatdTfld  "  ^tliat,  in  the  oiniiion  of  this  House, 
it  is  the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's  GovemmeDt  to 
sive  effect  to  the  recommeDdations  of  the  Boyal 
OcHDiniBuon  upon  the  oondition  of  the  crofters 
aad  oottaia  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of 
Scotland,  or  to  apply  such  other  remedies  as 
they  deem  advisable;  and  that  this  Honse 
couture  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Royal 
Oommisflion  at  page  110  of  its  Beport,  that 
'  The  mere  Tindication  of  authority  and  repree- 
uon  of  resistance  would  not  establish  the  rela- 
tions of  matual  confidence  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  in  the  absence  of  which  the  Country 
woold  not  be  truly  at  ;^oe,  and  all  oar  inquiries 
and  oouDBels  would  be  expended  in  Tun.'  " 

That  is  the  Besolution  under  which,  at 
this  moment,  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
are  being  administered— the  unanimous 
iBesolution  of  the  House  of  Oommona, 
giving  the  greatrat  moral  sanction  in  its 
power  to  the  theory  that  the  rights  of 
the  landlord  should  not  be  pressed.  On 
that  Besolution  the  landlords  of  the 
West  of  Scotland  have  acted,  and  since 
that  Besolution  was  passed  evictions 
have  not  been  oppressive ;  and  to  say 
that  they  were  numerous  would  bo  to 
say  something  which  is  very  far  from 
the  fact  in  ihe  Western  Higblands. 
While  I  may  have  been  willing  to  give 
a  passive  assent  to  that  Besolution,  I 
cannot  go  further ;  the  Government 
cannot  go  further,  and  lay  down  the  opi- 
nion that  the  law  is  not  to  be  supported. 
The  hon.  Member  asks  whether  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  prepared  to  send 
troops  to  enable  Mr.  winans  to  make 
any  fresh  evictions  in  order  to  extend 
his  deer  foresto?  During  the  last  six 
months,  under  a  Oonservative  Govern- 
ment, no  troops  have  been  sent  into  that 
district ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  ia  very 
likely  that,  under  a  Liberal  Government, 
any  troops  will  be  sent  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. We  desire  to  find  a  remedy,  not 
in  making  any  declarations  of  this  sort, 
but  in  bringing  in  and  pressing  forward 
a  Bill  giving  the  largest  measure  of  pro- 
tection and  comfortto  the  crofting  popu- 
lation that  the  general  sense  of  the 


country  and  the  wisdom  of  Parliament 
will  aUow  us  to  give.  I  am  bound  to 
say  I  was  rather  struck  by  the  speech  of 
one  hon.  Member  who  represents  the 
crofters,  and  by  the  faet  that  he  insisted 
so  very  much  upon  one  side  of  their 
difficulties  and  grievances — namely,  that 
of  the  want  of  fixity  of  tenure  and  of 
fur  rent,  while  hs  said  so  little  of  what 
I  believe  the  orof  ters  themselves  fed  is 
at  the  bottom  of  their  diffioolties,  and 
that  is  the  want  of  more  land.  I  hope 
I  have  given  sufficient  reasons  to  induce 
the  House  to  sympathize  with  me  in  my 
earnest  appeal  to  the  hon.  Member  and 
those  who  act  with  him  not  to  press  this 
Amendment  ou  the  Address.  If  he  does 
press  it  he  will  be  sure  to  find  in  the 
Lobby  against  him  many  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  sympathize  with  his 
clients  with  a  sympathy  almost  as  strong 
as  his  own,  and  some  who  have  a  know- 
ledge not  immensely  below  even  his 
great  knowledge  of  what  they  really 
want.  I  wish  to  present  a  further  argu- 
ment to  the  House  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject.  It  is  a  most  important  thing  that 
just  at  this  moment  we  should  not  pass 
a  Besolndon  of  the  House  of  Commons 
which  weakens  the  authority  of  the  law, 
which  refuses  to  allow  the  Government 
to  discriminate  between  those  cases  in 
which  rent  is  retained  in  the  hands  of  the 
person  who  is  able  to  pay  his  rent,  and  be- 
tween those  casesinwhicha  crofter  is  suf- 
fering hopelessly  under  arrears  brought 
about  by  an  oppressive  state  of  the  law. 
There  is  another  reason  connected  with 
the  Western  Highlands  why,  at  this  mo- 
ment, we  cannot  afford  to  relax  the  au- 
thority of  the  law.  There  is  the  ques- 
tion of  rates.  The  authorities  have 
great  difficulty  in  getting  rates  from  the 
occupiers,  and  from  other  people  be- 
sides ;  and  if  the  House  of  Commons 
pass  this  Besolution,  which  I  fe^  bonnd 
to  sa^  is  an  unjust  and  an  improper  one, 
and,  in  face  of  the  l^islation  which  the 
Government  promise,  a  most  unneces- 
sary one,  you  will  weaken  the  hands  of 
the  parochial  authorities  in  colIectiDe' 
those  rates,  and  bring  about  a  state  ox 
things  which  will  be  most  disastrous 
and  most  discreditable,  and,  to  the  edu- 
cation of  those  districts  more  especially, 

Jerhaps  quite  fatal.  I  trust  that  what 
have  said  will  not  be  considered  as  in 
any  way  showing  a  want  of  sympathy 
with  the  condition  of  the  crofters ;  but 
I  earnestly  hope,  in  view  of  what  I  have 
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said,  and  the  promise  of  tiie  Goreniment 
to  introduce  a  meaeiire,  the  hon.  Ifem- 
1>er  will  see  bis  way  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BABOLAY  said,  hebepw;od 
to  congjatnlate  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
Ueman  on  his  appointment  in  the  Mi- 
nistry as  Secretary  for  Scotland.  He 
seemed,  however,  to  be  but  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
Western  Highlands.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pos- 
sessed any  exact  information  as  to  the 
number  of  eviotions,  or  the  number  of 
notices  which  had  been  served  to  pro- 
duce evictions  at  the  coming  term.  He 
had  been  informed  that  no  fewer  than 
200  notices  of  eviction  were  served  to 
become  due  in  May  last  year.  A  diffi- 
culty  arose  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  law.  The  croftera  claimed  the 
benefit  of  the  Agrioultural  Holdings 
Act ;  and  it  was  found  upon  trial  in 
Edinburgh  that  tiie  landlords  must  give 
six  months'  notiee  to  the  tenants,  they 
hAving  failed  to  do  so.  He  had  ob- 
served  from  the  newspapers  that  some 
landlords  had  served  notices  of  eviction 
in  a  wholesale  manner.  Those  notices 
would  come  into  force  on  the  15th  of 
May  next,  and  it  was  then  that  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation  would  arise. 
Then  was  the  time  when  the  landlords 
in  the  Highlands  would  have  to  appeal 
to  the  forces  of  the  Crown  in  order  to 
carry  out  those  arbitrary  and  unjust 
evictions.  The  hon.  Member  for  Argyll- 
ahire  (Mr.  Macfarlane)  did  not  ask  the 
suspension  of  evictions  to  be  carried  out 
indefinitely,  but  only  until  the  Bill  of 
the  Qovemment  came  into  effect.  It 
was  feared,  and  with  too  taMoh.  reason, 
that  a  great  number  of  evictions  would 
take  place  in  the  Highlands  in  May 
next.  Notice  had  been  served  by  the 
landlords  to  ^t  effect ;  and  if  the  Bill 
of  the  Qovemment  became  law,  it  would 
not  come  into  operation  in  time  to  pre- 
vent the  landlords  carrying  out  the 
evictions  at  Whitsuntide.  He  thought 
the  House  was  called  upon  to  express 
its  opinion  on  this  question,  and  to  say 
that  the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the 
Grown  should  not  be  used  for  evicting 
tenants  in  the  Western  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  -  Unless  the  (Government 
adopted  some  such  opinion  as  this, 
there  was  great  reason  to  apprehend 
sericms  difficulties  in  Scotland  in  May. 
The  reeponsibitity  for  maintaining  the 


peace  of  those  districts  would  reet  upcm 
the  right  hon.  GentlemaD.  Heshoidd 
be  sorry  to  encourage  any  movement 
for  the  non-payment  of  rent;  but  then 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
Highluida  knew  that  the  tenaute  had 
not,  at  the  present  time,  the  means  of 
paying,  either  from  farming  operations 
or  from  fishing ;  and  he  thought  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  intervene  to  prevent  the 
landlords  taking  advantage  of  such  a 
state  of  circumstances  to  evict  carofters. 
There  were  many  cases  in  which  the 
holdings  of  the  crofters  were  wortiiless 
for  the  purpose  of  making  rent.  They 
were  really  a  foothold  for  the  men  on 
the  soil,  and  the  rents  had  always  been 
paid  from  fishing,  or  by  some  members  of 
the  family  going  to  some  other  part  of 
Scotland  and  paying  the  rent  of  those 
who  remaiiLed  at  home.  He  considered 
that  the  case  was  sufficient  to  justify 
the  action  whidi  the  hon.  Member  had 
recommended  to  the  House.  Thesna- 

fienae  of  eriotiona  would  only  affect  bad 
andlords;  and  he  thought  the  case  cS 
the  crofters  was  quite  as  strong  as  that 
of  the  Irish  peasants  when  the  Govern- 
ment brought  in  a  Bill  in  former  years 
to  suspend  evictions.  The  people  in  the 
Western  Highlands  were  a  law-abiding, 
godly  people,  and  no  one  would  accuse 
them  of  turbulence  unless  they  had  good 
cause  for  the  complaints  they  had  made; 
and  he  should  have  thought  the  Go- 
vernment, under  very  difficult  circum- 
stances, would  have  been  very  glad  to 
accept  the  Motion. 

Sm  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  wished 
to  join  the  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay)  in  congratulating 
the  right  hon.  GenUemon  (Mr.  Tre- 
velyan)  upon  his  appointment.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  in  the  course 
ox  his  speech,  i^own  an  earnest  sym- 
pathy with  the  grievances  of  the  crofters, 
and  in  the  indication  which  he  had  given 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with  those  grievances  in  a 
strong  Bill.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  that,  in  the  language  used  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  r^ard  lo 
the  suspension  of  evictions,  he  had 
taken  a  somewhat  unfavourable  view  of 
the  case  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Argyll- 
shire. He  thought  that,  at  this  mo- 
ment, the  relations  between  landlords 
and  crofters  in  the  Western  Highlands 
were  very  much  strained;  and  there  was 
a  fear  that,  unless  notices  of  evifition 
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irare  withheld,  trouble  would  ensue  in 
that  region  at  an  early  date.  On  the 
whole,  howerer,  he  thought  the  hon. 
M«nber  would  be  wise  in  listening  to 
tiie  appeal  whicb.  had  been  made  to  Um, 
and  not  press  his  Amoidment  in  view  of 
the  Bill  promised  by  the  Qoremment. 

Mb.  BOYB  KIKNEAB  eaid.  that 
there  were  one  or  two  points  in  the 
speech  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  on 
which  he  wished  to  m^e  a  brief  lemark. 
The  first  was  the  statement  that  had 
been  made  as  to  the  improbability  of 
troops  being  employed  to  carry  out  evic- 
tions under  a  Liberal  CK>verDment.  But 
it  was  a  fact  that  under  iho  last  Liberal 
GoTemment  troops  were  sent  to  carry  out 
the  service  of  writs,  the  result  of  which 
would  be  the  eviction  of  crofters;  and, 
therefore,  there  oould  be  no  security 
that  t^  would  not  happen  again  merely 
because  a  Liberal  Govemment  was  in 
power.  Anoth»  statement  was  that 
there  existed  in  other  parts  of  this  King- 
dom a  gttieral  depression  in  agriculture 
calling  for  a  remedy  ;  but  that  was  uo 
reason  why  the  remedy  desired  in  this 
ease  should  be  refused  because  it  did  not 
embrace  every  other  case.  There  was, 
however,  one  point  in  the  Bpeeoh  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  which  would  lead 
him  to  join  in  urging  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Amendment ;  and  that  was  the  pro- 
mise giv«i  that  in  the  proposed  Bill  of 
the  Government  it  was  intended  to  take 
powers  for  preventing  evictioDB  in  all 
cases  in  which  they  ought  not  to  be 
oarriedout.  ["No,  no!"]  If  it  were 
not  so  he  was  very  sorry,  and  in  that 
case  he  did  not  see  that  it  was  easy 
to  avoid  voting  for  the  Amendment. 
True,  it  proposM  the  stoppage  of  evic- 
tions of  every  sort,  and  he  could  not 
lumestly  support  a  Bill  which  should  in- 
volve that  principle,  because  there  might 
be  oases  in  which  eviotiona  mi^ht  be 
legitimate  and  proper.  There  might  be 
cases  in  which  tenants  could  pay  their 
rents  and  would  not.  The  law  ought  to 
distinguish  between  the  two  classes  of 
cases^  But  this  could  easily  be  done  in 
any  measure  to  be  introduced.  If  he 
were  mistaken  as  to  the  scope  of  the 
Government  Bill,  it  was  the  duty  of 
Scottish  Members  and  of  Liberal  Mem- 
bers fr<Hn  every  part  of  the  £ingdom 
to  vote  for  the  Amendment,  ^hat  he 
desired  was  that  sudh  modifioations 
should  be  introduced  into  the  present 
lanr  as  would  be  neoessaxy  to  make  it 


Oraciou$  S^«ech.  658 

m<H*e  oomistent  with  justice-  No  law 
would  command  the  xeepeot  of  the 
people  of  this  country  except  in  so 
far  as  it  was  based  on  justice.  The 
great  changes  in  circumstanoea  which 
had  taken  place  since  the  bargains  and 
leases  were  entered  into  should  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Those  changes  had 
not  been  brought  about  by  the  landlord 
or  the  tenant.  They  had  oome  upon  us 
by  causes  altogether  beyond  the  control 
of  any  human  being ;  but  it  ought  to  be 
recognized  that  they  were  upon  us.  As 
he  had  said,  what  he  and  others  desired 
was  to  modify  and  alter  barg^uns  entered 
into,  80  aa  to  make  them  what  fair  and 
just-minded  men  would  enter  into  at  the 
present  time.  He  would  siqiport  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MAODONALD :  I 
only  rise,  Sir,  on  account  of  an  observa- 
tion which  was  made  by  ^e  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Argyllshire  (Mr.  Maofadane), 
which,  although  not  intended  to  be  used 
in  an  offensive  sense,  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  words  in  the  Address  may 
mean  no  more  than  that  a  measure  was 
to  be  introduced  for  relief  by  the 
parochial  authorities.  I  have  no  desire 
to  protract  the  debate  upon  the  Address ; 
but,  as  such  a  suggestion  has  been 
made,  I  think  it  right  to  state  publicly 
that  there  was  no  such  intention  on  the 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  late  Government 
in  placing  those  words  in  the  Queen's 
Speech ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  our 
intention  to  introduce  a  measure  which 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  for  Argyll- 
shire and  the  Members  from  Scouand 
who  have  spoken  in  this  debate  would 
have  found  to  have  been  a  iM>mewhat 
comprehensive  measure.  "I  have  only 
to  say  that  no  description  of  that  mea- 
sure could  hare  been  more  unlike  reality 
than  the  suggestion  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Argyllshire  has  made.  I 
think  it  is  necessary,  however,  to  give 
some  explanation  on  behalf  of  myself 
and  my  Colleagues  in  tJje  late  Govern- 
ment who  propose  to  vote  against  this 
Amendment.  We  vote  against  it  be- 
cause we  are  satisfied  that  it  can  serve 
no  good  purpose.  It  expresses  the  re- 
gret of  the  House  that  in  the  Queen's 
Speet^— 

"The  r«ference  to  the  condition  of  the 
people  in  the  Highlands  and  Isluida  of  Soot- 
tenia  is  of  a  vagae  and  indefimte  character ;  " 

whereas  it  is  proposed  to  amend  that 
oonditioa  by  the  BUI  which  is  promised 

Digitized  by  Googk 


{FEBRTTAftY  18,  1886} 


{OOMMOXS}  Atmrn-ioBir  660 


659  Addrm  in 

to  be  bxougbt  into  the  Hoobc.  TKe 
latter  part  of  tlw  Eesolntioii,  if  passed 
by  this  House,  vill  declare — 

"That  until  a  LadcI  Bill  dealing  in  a  com- 
preheasive  maimer  with  the  proved  and  ad- 
mitted grievanceB  of  the  Higmand  People  huB 
heen  puund  into  L»w,  tiie  Civil  or  Military 
Foroea  ot  the  Grown  sbonld  not  be  Mnployed 
to  evict  thoH  People  from  their  hereditary 
homes." 

Suoh  a  Beaolution  ought  not  to  be 
passed.  The  word  "satisfactory"  is 
itself  most  vague.  Satisfactory  to  whom, 
the  nation  or  the  crofters  ?  and  satisfac- 
tory on  what  basis  ?  I  have,  therefore, 
no  hesitation  in  supporting  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Seeretary  for  Scotland,  that  tbe  Amend- 
ment should  be  withdrawn. 

Ub.  HOiABEN:  My  rieiit  hon. 
IViend  the  Secretary  for  Secmand  has 
made  an  appeal  to  the  liberal  Members 
to  vote  against  this  Amendment.  He 
tells  us  that  it  would  be  injurious  and 
improper  in  us  to  carry  this  Besolutlon 
in  the  face  of  the  promise  whioh  Her 
Majesty's  Oovemment  hare  made  to 
defd  immediately  with  this  preesing 
question.  But  in  the  same  speech  lie 
was  candid  enough,  to  tell  us,  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  measures  of  the  Gk>- 
Tornm^it  as  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet, 
that  the  Bill  proposed  to  be  introduced 
will  not  deal  with  the  salient  point  of 
the  Amendment.  He  intimated  that 
the  BUI  will  contain  no  provisioQ  for 
suspending  the  process  of  erictions, 
which  hon.  Members  from  Scotland 
assure  us  will  be  put  in  force  about 
Whitsuntide.  A  few  Sessions  ago  we 
had  a  similar  Amendment  proposed  in 
thB  Address  by  Members  froai  Ireland ; 
-and  the  present  Prime  Minister  on  that 
occasion  accepted  the  principle  in  the 
analogous  case  of  that  oountry.  He 
caused  a  Bill  to  be  brought  in  dealing 
with  erictions,  in  the  shape  of  oompen- 
sation  for  disturbance ;  and  so  impor- 
tant was  that  Bill  considered  that  all 
the  Business  of  the  House  was  bus- 
pended  in  order  that  it  might  be  passed. 
We  do  not  ask  now  for  any  revolutionary 
measure,  or  that  criminals  or  offenders 
should  be  sumiorted;  but  we  aimply  ask 
that  these  unfortunate  orofters  who  have 
had  notice  of  eviction  served  upon  them 
shall  not  beevicted  unless  tiieir  case  does 
not  happen  to  come  within  the  four 
comers  of  the  Bill.  In  the  event  of  the 
Bill  becoming  law,  I  presume  tSiat  it  is 

Jfr.  J.  S,  A.  Miudmald 


impossible  to  pass  it  between  this  and 
Whitsuntide ;  and  I  suppose  that  tiie 
landlords  are  not  disposed  to  give  any 
pled^  that  th^  will  not  earr^  out 
evictions  in  the  meantime.  We  simply 
aak  now  that  the  liberal  Party,  who 
have  come  back  from  the  oonntay 
pledged  to  deal  with  this  Land  Question, 
should  give  effect  to  the  pledges  which 
they  gave  to  their  constituents,  and 
take  ue  only  opportunity  whidi  offers 
itself  between  this  time  and  Whitsun- 
tide to  obtain  a  declaration  from  the 
Government  that  they  will  not  use  the 
Civil  or  Military  Forces  at  their  di8]^08al 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  evictions. 
The  Government,  not  with  any  intention 
of  being  unfair,  but  owing,  I  presume, 
to  a  mirtake,  have  mixed  up  this  ques- 
tion with  the  analogous  question  of  a 
reftisal  to  pay  rates  and  taxes.  My 
opinion,  ana  that  of  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  this  part  of  Scotland,  is 
tiiat  the  refusal  to  pay  rates  and  taxes 
has  arisen  from  abortive  attempts  to  en- 
force evictions  for  non-payment  of  rates. 
But  the  principal  persona  who  are  re- 
fusing to  pay  rates  and  taxes  are  not 
the  crofters,  but  the  landlords  who  have 
been  evicting  the  crofters.  All  I  ask  is 
that  the  Forces  of  the  Crown  should  not 
be  used  in  turning  outthese  unfortunate 
crofters  pending  legislation  to  meet  their 
case ;  and  unless  I  receive  some  assur- 
ance from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Scretary  for  Scotland  that  it  is  proposed 
to  withhold  the  employmentof  theForces 
of  the  Crown  for  that  purpoae  I  shall 
vote  for  the  Amendment,  and  I  trust 
that  other  Members  on  tiiie  «de  of  the 
House  will  take  the  same  course. 

Mb.  DONALD  OEAWFOED :  I  am 
very  unwilling  to  protract  ihe  debate ; 
but  I  think  that  the  speeches  which  have 
already  been  made  would  convey  a  wrong 
impression  to  the  House,  and  induce  it 
to  be  believed  that  a  majority  of  Mem- 
bers, who  sympathize  with  the  case  of 
the  crofters,  are  in  favour  of  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Argyllshire  (Mr.  Macfarlane).  I  think 
I  am  justified  in  speaking  in  the  name 
of  those  who  sympathize  deeply  with  that 
part  of  the  population,  because  in  regard 
to  my  own  constituency  —  North -East 
Lanark— although  it  is  not  a  crofter  con- 
stituent^, and  although  it  consists  of  a 
hard-working  and  industrious  popula- 
tion enMged  in  induBtriea  different  from 
that  of  the  crofters,  I  may  say  that  no 
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queetion  waa  preued  more  strongly  upon 
my  notice  duriog  the  election  than  the 
Bubject  of  the  crofters  ;  and  there  are 
very  few  Alembera  in  the  House  whose 
acquaintance  with  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  dates  as  far  back,  in  the  early 
period  of  their  lives,  as  my  own.  I 
confess  that  I  am  not  surprised,  for 
certain  reasons,  that  this  Amendment 
has  been  pat  forward.  Id  the  first 
place,  I  think  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber fta  Argyllshire  is  justified  in  the 
observations  he  made  with  reference 
to  the  paragraph  in  the  Address  to  the 
Crown.  If  any  tiling  more  than  some 
eleemosynary  measure  of  relief  waa  can- 
templated  by  the  words  which  have  been 
placed  in  the  Address,  lUiink  that  those 
words  hare  been  chosen  with  singular  in- 
felicity. There  is  also  this  further 
point.   After  the  Hesolutioa  which  was 

Sassed  last  year  there  was  a  Bill  intro- 
uoed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government — 
the  Oovernment  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  Gladstone) — dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject. That  Bill  might  easily  have  been 
passed  in  the  oourse  of  last  Session ;  and 
the  Prime  Minister  made  an  appeal  to 
the  late  Government,  when  the  change 
of  GoTemmeut  occurred  and  they  came 
into  Office,  that  that  Bill  should  be 
passed.  That  appeal  was  not  listened  to, 
and  the  request  of  the  present  Vubm  Mi- 
nister was  rejected ;  and  I  think  that 
mueh  allowance  must  be  made  for  the 
crofters,  after  the  patience  which  they 
and  their  friends  have  manifested,  io 
seeing  legislation  promised  year  after 
year  which  would  give  them  relief, 
but  which,  when  the  moment  eomes 
when  it  ought  to  be  carried  to  com- 
pletion, has  been,  by  one  accideDt  or 
another,  retarded  and  set  aside.  I 
submit,  however,  that  there  is  scarcely 
anything  which  could  justify  such  a 
sweeping  interference  with  the  ordinary 
action  of  the  law  in  the  enforcement  of 
oontracts  as  is  proposed  in  tiiia  Amend- 
ment, I  say  "scarcely  anything"  he- 
oaose  I  think  there  is  one  state  of  cdr- 
cumstanoes  which  might  justify  it ;  and 
lihat  is  if  evidence  were  produced  of  a 
^stematic  intention  to  evade  a  Bill  just 
coming  on  by  evioting  as  many  persons 
as  possible  for  the  purpose  ca  getting 
such  evictions  carried  out  before  the 
Bill  was  passed.  But  we  have  no  evi- 
dence of  Uiat  kind,  and  no  allegation  of 
thf^t  nature  at  all;  and  although  the  hon. 


Member  for  Argyllshire  has  said  that 
he  could  string  a  number  of  instances 
together  and  lay  them  before  the  House, 
if  it  would  not  weary  the  House,  he  did 
not  do  so.  Well,  I  appreciate  his  ge- 
nerous oonsideratioR  for  the  House  in 
that  respect ;  but  I  submit  that  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  lay  such  evidence 
before  the  House  before  such  an  inter- 
ference with  the  action  of  the  law  as 
this  could  be  agreed  to.  It  is  a  far 
more  sweeping  measure  than  the  Com- 
pensation for  Disturbance  Bill,  betnuse 
tiLat  Bill  proposed  to  arrest  evictions 
under  the  provisiona  of  an  Aot  of  Par- 
liament, whereas  in.  this  case  we  are 
asked  not  to  proceed  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  bat  arbitrarily  to  stay  the 
hands  of  the  authorities.  I  think  that 
the  assurance  of  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
laud  ought  to  satisfy  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  moved  the  Amendment,  and  I 
hope  that  he  will  not  press  the  Beeolu- 
tion.  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member 
that  there  are  many  hon.  Members  in 
the  same  position  as  myself,  who  have 
the  warmest  sympathy  for  the  object 
which  he  has  at  heart,  and  who  will  vote 
with  him  and  speak  for  him  if  necessary, 
tmlesB  the  promised  measure  is  one  of  a 
tiioroughly  libwal  and  satisfactory  cha- 
racter, and  one  which  will  completely 
satisfy  the  just  demands  of  the  crofters. 

Mb.  SAUNDEBS  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  has  been 
pleased '  to  state  to  tite  House  that, 
in  his  opinion,  scarcely  anything  can 
justifj^  the  adoption  of  ^is  Amendment. 
Now,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  case 
should  be  put  the  other  way.  Oan  any- 
thing justify  Idle  evictions  which  will 
take  place  unless  this  Amendment  is 
passed  P  The  very  faet  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  promised  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  improve  the  eondition  of  the 
crofters  shows  that  these  impending 
evictions  will  take  place  under  unjust 
conditions.  As  an  ^glish  Member  and 
as  a  Member  sitting  on  this  (the  Mi- 
nisterial) side  of  the  House,  I  am  de- 
sirous of  finding  any  reason,  if  I  pos- 
sibly oan,  for  adopting  the  appeal  which 
is  made  to  us  on  behalf  of  tne  Govern- 
ment ;  bat  I  can  find  no  each  reason.  It 
is  p^fec^  clear  that  no  Bill  oan  be  in- 
troduced imd  carried  through  this  House 
which  will  prevent  the  evictions  which 
will  take  place  next  May,  if  the  Amend- 
ment which  has  been  proposed  is  not 
carried.  I,  therefore,  cannot  absolve 
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my  conscience  from  the  necessity  for 
voting  for  this  Amendment,  whatever 
inconvenience  may  arise  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GoTeromeDt  in  consequeace.  t 
am  quite  snre  that  if  hon.  Members 
realize  tiie  fact  that  the  vote  they  are 
now  about  to  give  may  cause  hundreds 
of  honest  men  to  be  evicted  from  their 
homes  they  will  hesitate  before  they 
reject  the  Amendment  which  would 
save  the  crofters  from  such  a  fate. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — ^Ayes  104 ;  Noes 
234 :  Majority  130.— <Div.  last,  Ko.  4.) 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
t^*9d  to. 

Oomnuttee  ^ptinUi,  to  draw  up  an  Address 
to  l>e  presented  to  Her  Majesty  upon  the  said 
Besolution : — TAx.  Glajistonb,  The  Chamoeij.oh 
of  the  ExcuEQusB,  Mr.  Sbcrbtaky  Childbrb, 
Mr.  MuNDSLLA,  Mr.  Hoklbt,  Mr.  Cakpbbll- 
Baknbbiuk,  Mr.  Brtos,  Mr.  Abnold  Mohlet, 
Sir  TToKTBBD  £at-Shuttlxwobth,  and  Mr. 
AoLAMD,  or  any  Three  of  them To  withdraw 
immediately :  —Queen's  Speech  rtftmi. 

THE  ADDRESS  IN  AKSWER  TO  THE 

QUEEN'S  SPEECH. 

Beport  of  Address  hrought  up,  and  read, 
as  follows : — 

Most  Obaciom  Sotbbbion, 

' '  Wb,  Yoor  M^eaty'e  moit  dutiful  and  loyal 
■ul^ecta,  the  Oommms  of  the  United  Kingdom 
oC  Onrnt  Britain  sad  IsdMBii  in  PaElianwnt 
asiemUed,  "beg  leave  to  eonr^  to  Toax  Ifo- 
jesty  our  thanks  ier  the  Ontoioiu  Speech  whioh 
yonr  Usjesl^  has  addresHd  to  both  Houses  of 
FarUameat. 

"  We  humbly  Uiank  four  Majesty  for  in- 
forming ua  that  Tour  Mtyeaty'a  relations  with 
other  Fowsra  continue  to  be  of  a  friendly 
ohaxaoter. 

*'  We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  the  difference  which  exitted,  when  Yonr 
Majesty  last  addreeaed  us,  betwesn  Tonr  Ma- 
jesty's Govatnment  and  tiiat  of  Boaaia,  on  tiie 
snbjeot  of  the  Bonndsries  of  A^jhsnistaa,  has 
been  sataafaotwily  a4jasted,  and  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  Convention  which  will  be  laid  before 
U9,  the  Eoglieh  and  Kuasian  CommiBBionerst 
with  the  full  conourrence  of  Your  Mcyesty's 
Ally,  the  Amir  of  Afghanistan,  have  been  en- 
gaged in  demarcating  the  frontier  of  that 
Country.  We  a«uro  Yonr  Majesty  that  wo 
leam  with  satisfaction  that  Yonr  M^esty  trust 


that  their  work  may  tend  to  secure  the  Con- 
tinuance of  peace  In  Central  Asia. 

"  We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
forming  us  that  a  rising  in  Eastern  fioamelia 
has  given  expresnon  to  the  desire  of  the  ^thalri- 
tants  for  a  change  in  the  political  anangamente 
under  whi<&  they  were  placed  by  the  Treaty  of 
Berlin,  and  that  Yonr  Majesty's  object,  in  the 
negotiations  which  hare  followed,  has  been  to 
bring  them,  according  to  their  wish,  under  the 
rule  of  the  Priaca  of  Bulgaria,  while  maintain- 
ing  unimpiured  the  essential  rights  of  His  Im- 
perial Majesty  the  Sultan. 

"  We  thank  Your  Ufgesty  for  Informing  us 
that  undsr  a  Ocnvention,  concluded  witii  the 
Ottoman  Porta,  Oommiffiioners  lutva  been  ap- 
pointed on  behalf  of  England  and  Turkey  to 
confer  with  His  Highness  the  Khedive,  and  to 
report  upon  the  Measures  required  for  securing 
the  defence  of  Egypt  and  the  stability  and 
efficiency  of  the  Government  in  that  Conntry. 

"We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
forming us  that,  greatly  to  Your  Majesty's  re- 
gret, Your  Majesty  was  compelled,  in  the  month 
of  November,  to  declare  War  agiunst  Theebaw, 
the  King  uf  Ava;  that  acts  of  hostility  on  bis 
part  agonal  Yonr  Majesty^s  subjects  and  the 
interests  of  ,Your  Majesty's  Empire  had,  rince 
his  accession,  been  deliberate  and  continuous  ; 
that  these  had  necessitated  the  withdrawal  of 
Your  Majesty's  Representative  from  his  Court  ; 
and  that  Your  Majesty's  demands  for  redress 
were  systematically  evaded  and  disregarded. 

"  We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  an  attempt  to  cou&scate  the  property  of 
Your  Mi^esty'a  subjects,  trading  under  agree- 
ment in  his  dominions,  and  a  refusal  to  settle 
the  dispute  by  arbitration,  convinced  Your 
Majesty  that  the  protection  of  British  life  and 
property,  and  the  cessation  of  dangerous  anarchy 
in  Upper  Burnuih  could  mdy  be  effected  by 
force  of  arms. 

"  We  araurs  Your  Majesty  that  we  leam  with 
satisfaction  that  the  gallantry  of  Your  Majesty's 
European  and  Indian  Forces  under  Lientenant- 
Qeneral  Sir  Harry  Prendergast  rapidly  brought 
the  Country  under  Your  Majesty's  power ;  and 
we  humbly  thank  Yonr  Majesty  for  informing 
US  that  Your  Mt^eaty  has  decided  that  the 
most  certain  method  of  sosniing  peace  and 
order  in  those  regions  is  to  be  found  in  the  per- 
manent incorporation  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ava 
with  Your  Majesty's  Empire. 

"  We  thank  Your  Majesty  fur  informing  us 
that  the  time  whioh  has  elapsed  since  Your  Ma- 
jesty assumed  the  direct  Government  of  India 
makes  it  desirable  that  the  operation  of  the 
Statutes  by  which  that  change  was  effected 
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shonld  be  carefully  inveBtigRt«d,  and  for  com- 
mending this  important  matter  to  our  earnest 
attention. 

*<  Wa  astnre  Voor  Mt^esty  that  we  learn  with 
■Btisfitction  that  a  protracted  negotiation  re- 
specting the  lights  of  the  Eepablio  of  Franca 
on  the  Coasts  of  Nevfoondlsnd  under  the  Treaty 
of  TTtncht  has  been  hrooght  to  a  satisfactory 
conolusion  by  an  Agreement  which  will  be  laid 
before  ns  and  before  the  L^islature  of  Kev- 
foondland  as  soon  as  it  assembles^  and  that 
an  Agreement  has  also  been  made  with  Spain, 
seouiing  to  this  Country  all  commercial  rights 
granted  to  Gernumy  in  the  Caroline  lalanda. 

"  We  humbly  thank  Yoor  Majesty  for  jn- 
f(srming  us  that  oar  consent  will  be  asked  to 
LegislatiTO  Measnrea  rendered  necessary  by  a 
OonTention,  on  the  snbject  of  Inteniational 
Copyright  to  whudi  Tour  Majesty  has  agreed. 

**We  humbly  thank  Tour  K^yesty  for  in- 
forming us  thai  the  Estimates  for  the  Ezpendi- 
turo  of  the  ensuing  year,  which  have  been 
framed  with  a  due  regard  to  efficiency  and 
economy,  will  be  submitted  to  us. 

"We  asBure  Tour  Majesty  that  we  learn 
with  regret  that  no  material  improvement  can 
be  noted  in  the  condition  of  Trade  or  Agricul. 
ture ;  and  we  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing 
ns  that  Tout  Meyesty  feels  the  deepest  sympathy 
for  the  great  number  of  persons,  in  many  voca- 
tions of  life,  who  are  sufTering  under  a  pressure 
which  Tour  Majesty  trusts  will  prove  to  be 
transient:  but  wo  humbly  express  our  regret 
that  no  measures  are  announced  by  Your  Ma- 
jesty for  the  present  relief  of  these  classes,  and 
especially  for  afTording  facilities  to  the  agricul- 
tural labourers  and  others  in  the  rural  districts 
to  obtain  allotments  and  small  holdings  on 
eq,aitable  terms  as  to  rent  and  seoiuity  of 
tenure. 

"We  humbly  thank  Your  M^esty  for  in- 
forming us  that  Your  Majesty  has  seen  with 
deep  sorrow  tiie  renewal,  since  Your  Majesty 
last  addressed  us,  of  the  attempt  to  excite  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  hostility  against  the  Legis- 
lative Union  Ix  twi^f^n  tliat  Country  and  Qreat 
Britain;  that  Your  ilajesty  is  resolutely 
opposed  to  any  disturbance  of  that  fundamental 
Law,  and  that,  in  resisting  it,  Your  Majesty  is 
convinced  that  Your  Miyesty  will  be  heartily 
sapporte^'.  t^^.^tnp  Parliament  and  Your 
People. 

"  We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us 
that  the  social  no  less  than  the  material  condi- 
tion of  that  Country  engages  Your  Majesty's 
anxious  attention ;  that,  although  there  has 
been  during  the  last  year  no  marked  increase 
o{  serious  cpmop  there  is  in  manjr  places  a  con- 


certed resistanoe  to  the  enforcement  of  legal 
obligations;  and  that  Your  Majesty  regrets 
that  the  practice  of  organised  intimidation 
continues  to  exist. 

•'  We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
forming us  that  Your  Majesty  has  caused  every 
exertion  to  be  used  for  the  detection  and  ponish- 
ment  of  tiiesa  crimes;  that  no  effort  will  be 
spared  on  the  part  of  Yonr  Migesty's  Qovem- 
ment  to  protect  Yonr  Mf^esty's  Irish  Sutijeets 
in  the  exen^  of  their  legal  rights  and  the 
enjoyment  of  individual  liberty,  and  that  if,  as 
Your  Majesty's  information  led  Your  Majesty 
to  apprehend,  the  existing  provisions  of  the 
Law  should  prove  to  be  inadeqnate  to  oope 
with  these  growing  evils,  Your  Majesty  looked 
with  oonfidsnoe  to  oar  willinguess  to  invest 
Your  Majes^'fl  Government  with  all  necessary 
powers. 

"We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  in- 
forming us  that  Bills  would  be  submitted  for 
transferring  to  Bepresentative  Councils  in  the 
CoanUes  of  Great  Britdu  local  business  which 
is  nov  transacted  by  the  Courts  oi  Qnarter 
Session  and  ofhw  aothoriUes ;  that  a  measure 
for  the  reform  of  County  Government  in  Ireland 
was  also  in  preparation ;  and  that  these  measures 
would  involve  the  consideration  of  the  present 
inoidence  of  local  burdens. 

"  We  hambly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  making 
known  to  us  that  a  Bill  for  facilitating  the  Sale 
of  Glebe  Lands,  in  a  manner  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  fhe  rural  population,  would  also  be 
submitted  to  ns ;  as  also  Bills  for  remoring  fiie 
difficulUes  whicfti  preroit  the  easy  and  oheap 
transfw  of  land ;  foi  IIutigatiI^'  the  distressed 
condition  lA  the  poorer  oUuaes  in  fite  Western - 
Highlands  and  IslaBds  of  SooOond;  for  tlu 
more  effsotnal  prevention  of  accidents  in  mines; 
for  extending  the  powers  of  &e  Baitway  Com* 
mission  in  respect  of  the  Regulation  of  Rates ; 
and  for  the  CodiSoation  of  the  Criminal  Law. 

"  We  assure  Your  Majesty  that  we  join  with 
Your  Majesty  in  trusting  that  results  beneficial 
to  the  cause  of  edncation  may  issue  from  a  Hoyal 
Commts^on  wluch  Your  Majesty  has  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Edncadon 
Acts. 

"  Wo  humbly  assure  Tour  Majesty  that  our 
careful  oonnderation  shall  be  given  to  the 
measures  which  may  be  submitted  to  us,  and 
that  we  eomeetly  trust  that,  with  r^;ard  to 
these  and  all  other  matters  pertaining  to  our 
fuaotions,  ibe  keeping  and  gnidsnoe  of  Almighty 
God  may  be  vouohsafed  to  us." 

Me.  JUSTIN  M'OARTHT:  Before 
the  House  passes  through  this  stage  of 
progre98j  I  should  like  tO  say  a  fev 
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words  witli  Teferotoe  to  mme  of  the 
Imh  questioDfl  raised  by  the  AddreBS, 
and  which  may  be  raised  again  on  this 
stage  of  Beport.  An  Amendment  to  the 
Address  stood  in  the  name  of  iny  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  SouISl  Tyrone 
(Mr.  W.  O'Brien).  That  Amendment 
refbrred  to  the  case  of  the  Irii^  tenant 
farmery  and  to  the  xwonr  and  hardship 
of  Irish  erictions,  ana  made  an  appeal 
to  the  Government  in  something  like  the 
same  spirit  as  the  appeal  made  on  the 
part  of  the  Scotch  crofters  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Argyllshire  (Air.  Macfar- 
lane).  We  might  hare  pressed  that 
Amendment  to  the  Address,  and  there 
were  many  reasons  why  it  might  be  sup- 
posed that  we  ought  to  have  done  so ;  but 
hon.  Members  with  whom  I  have  the 
honour  to  act  considered  it  better,  on  the 
whole,  not  to  press  the  Amendment  at 
the  time,  and  under  the  circumstances. 
We  felt  folly,  of  course,  the  respon- 
sibili^  we  undertook  in  refraining  nom 
messing  so  important  an  Amendment. 
We  feel  most  Keenly,  I  need  scareelT 
Bay,  the  hardships  and  miseries  towinw 
the  Irish  tenant  fiumers  ue  exposed, 
and  the  dangen  and  penalties  umost 
certain  to  fall  on  them  during  the  next 
few  mouths,  or  during  the  next  few 
weeks,  by  the  system  of  evictions  in 
Ireland.  We  know  full  well,  to  ovx 
sorrow,  what  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  GoTemment  called  a 
"shower  of  snow  flakes  "  in  the  shape 
of  eriotion  notices.  These  snow  flakes 
are  already  beginning  to  fall,  far  and 
wide,  over  Ireland;  and  we  know  well  the 
power  of  that  "  shower  of  snow  flakes  " 
to  extingoiah  the  fire  on  many  a  hearth. 
It  was  not,  I  need  not  say,  from  want  of 
knowledge,  or  any  want  of  apjoeciation 
of  the  importance  of  tiie  Amendment, 
that  we  did  not  ^ess  it.  We  liad  more 
than  one  reaatm  for  ihe  course  we  hare 
decided  upon  taking.  One  reason  was 
that  we  knew  the  CfoTomment  has  <mly 
recently  been  formed ;  that  it  is  acting 
now  nnder  dif&cult  conditions ;  and  we 
cannot  expect  Ministers  to  be  ready  with 
a  ftdl  and  dear  programme  of  policy  on 
all  points.  Another  reason  was — we 
thought,  if  we  pressed  forward  the 
Amendment,  we  might  be  misleading 
the  G^Temment  and  the  House  with 
regard  to  what  we  believe  to  be  the  re- 
lative importance  of  the  great  questions 
belonging  to  Ireland,  and  which  will 
hare  to  be  disoassed  in  this  8es8i<m 
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of  Parliament.  We  do  think  thai  the 
Govemment  might  hare  announced 
someliiing  in  the  natnre  of  a  measure  to 
prevent  indiscriminate  evictions  all  over 
Ireland.  The  right  hon.  Oentleman 
the  Seoreta^  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Tre- 
velyan)  was  veiy  strong  in  some  of  the 
statements  which  he  made  as  to  the  use 
of  Her  Vi^estv's  Forces  in  eanying  out 
evictions  In  Boodand.  He  reminded 
the  House  that  there  had  been  little  or 
no  use  made  of  the  troops  of  the  Queen 
to  enforce  the  carrying  out  of  evic- 
tions nnder  the  Tory  Government,  and 
thwefore  that  it  was  not  likely  that 
there  wotdd  be  mnch  use  made  of 
them  under  a  Liberal  Administration. 
I  think  he  was  reminded  on  his  own  side 
of  the  House  that  there  was  no  such  ab- 
solute guarantee  for  the  crofters  of  Scot- 
land in  that  matter ;  because,  under  a  pre- 
vious Liberal  Administration,  the  Forces 
of  the  Grown  had  been  used  to  earry 
out  evictions  there.  I  would  hope,  how- 
ever, from  the  statements  that  hare  been 
made,  that  the  Government  at  present 
in  Office  wiH  be  inclined  to  do  all  that 
th^  can  to  save  and  protect  the  unfot^ 
tnnate  tenant  farmer,  and  to  stand  be- 
tween him  and  the  reckless  use  of  the 
landlord's  power.  A  law  may  be  used 
so  as  to  be  either  undiscriminating  and 
merciless,  or  it  may  be  so  used  as  to  be 
discriminating  and  merciful.  I  hope 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  will  endea- 
vour to  use  his  great  power  and  in- 
fluence to  make  the  law  discriminating 
and  merciful  as  regards  the  tenant 
farmers  of  Ireland.  I  hope  he  will 
consider  and  distinguish  between  one 
eviction  and  another,  and  endeavour  to 
use  his  power — and  I  am  sure  he  is  so 
indined — ^in  a  manner  to  show  merer  to 
those  who  would  pay  and  meet  meir 
demtmds  if  they  oonfd,  bnt  who,  fVom 
disfoess  and  poTeriy,  hare  been  foroed 
into  the  o(maition  of  hopeless  debtors. 
But  whilst  we  thought  all  this,  there 
were  reasons,  as  I  have  said,  to  induce 
us  to  forego  the  moving  of  the  Amend- 
ment. We  did  not  wim  to  mislead  the 
Government  and  the  House  as  to  our 
idea  of  the  relative  importance  of  the 
Irish  questions.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Government,  in 
his  statement  this  evening,  told  us  t^at 
the  Ch>vemment  intend  to  deal  with 
three  important  subjects  concerning 
Irdaad.  Hnt,  Ihe  qoestion  of  sodiU 


Digitized  by 


669    TheAddrm  in  Arhtwtr     {Fkbbuxet  18,  1866}    to  iU  Quten't  Speech.  670 


Older  in  Ireland;  next,  what  be  pro- 
perly called  the ' '  great  question ' '  of  land 
in  Ireland ;  uid,  thirdly,  the  question 
of  the  future  goTentm^t  of  Ireland. 
Kov,  we  were  under  the  impresuon 
that  if  we  brought  forward  an  Amend- 
ment speciiUly  dealing  with  the  I<and 
Question,  and  no  other  Amendment, 
on  the  Address,  we  might  lead  the 
Government  and  the  House  to  be- 
lieve  that  we  considered  the  I^nd 
Question  the  most  important,  and  the 
most  pressing  of  all  the  Irish  ques- 
tions of  the  Session.  Mr.  Speaker, 
we  are  not  under  that  impression. 
I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  by 
the  House — and  I  believe  I  speak  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  National  Party 
in  this  House — ^that  we  consider  the 
great  question  of  Irish  National  Self- 
Government  above  and  beyond  in  im- 
portance all  other  questions,  and  com- 
passing all  other  questions  around  in 
its  magnitude  and  strength.  Indeed, 
if  that  question  were  settled,  all  other 
questions  would  settle  themselvM.  [front- 
etU  ^9r$  fi-om  the  Oppoeitim.']  I  per- 
fectly understand  that  cheer  from  the 
Benches  near  me  ;  but  I  can  assure  those 
hon.  Members  that  even  in  their  interests 
— in  the  interests  of  the  landlord  party — 
it  would  be  better  by  far  that  the  question 
of  Irish  National  Self- Government  should 
be  settLed  in  advance  of  all  other  ques- 
tions. The  Land  Question  might,  no 
doubt,  be  settled  before  the  question  of 
National  Self-Govemment.  But  the  land- 
l<»d  party  of  Ireland  in  this  House  may 
be  certain  that  if  the  settlement  of  the 
Land  Question  is  to  come  before  that  of 
Nationid  Self-Goveiqmei^  tine  settie- 
mrat  will  be  a  more  arduous  one  than 
a  settiemeni  that  cornea  after  tiie  ar> 
rangement  of  the  greater  question. 
Now,  the  Party  who  were  in  Office — 
the  Iste  Government— had  an  admirable 
chance  of  setUing  the  question  of  Self- 
Govemment  if  they  could  only  have 
brought  up  their  minds  to  the  level  of  the 
crisis.  They  might  easily  have  carried 
a  measure  of  Home  Government,  for  they 
would  necessarily  have  had  the  support 
of  a  large  number  of  Members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  below  the  Gang- 
way, and  they  might  have  carried  it, 
not  only  through  this  House,  but  most 
easily  through  the  House  of  Lords.  But 
scmwiow  they  lost  the  opportunity. 
The^  went  near  bringing  toe  horse  to 
the  ioDo^  but  vere  iwt  willing  or  aiUe^ 


at  &e  last  mommt,  to  take  the  jump. 
As  Atterbury  said  to  Swift— "There 
was  a  great  opportunity  lost  for  want  of 
spirit.''  Then  oame  that  mTsterions 
change  in  their  policy  of  which  we,  ilie 
outsiders,  only  see  the  outward  and 
visible  signs,  but  about  which  I  think 
there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  very 
curious  hi^ory  to  be  written  for  the 
instruction  of  a  future  generation. 
The  sending  over  to  Ireland  of  a 
right  hon.  Gentieman  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  from  this  House  on  a  mission  of 
inquiry,  and  the  proposed  visit  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South  Pad- 
dington  (Lord  Kaudolph  OhurchiU),  are 
amongst  the  incidents  that  will  have 
to  be  recorded.  They  first  sent  ovffl: 
an  inquiring  Gentieman,  a  Gentieman 
with  an  ear-trumpet,  and  now  th^ 
are  going  to  send  over  a  noble  Lord 
with  a  war-trumpet.  The  speedhee 
of  the  noble  Lord  on  this  subject  re- 
mind me  of  a  character  in  one  of  Ohavles 
Dickens's  books — ^the  famoiu  Sim  la^ 
pertit.  You  remember  that  Tappertit 
18  under  the  impression  that  a  great 
social  revolution  is  about  to  go  on,  and 
he  deolares  that  "  something  will  come 
of  it— I  hope  it  mayn't  be  human  gore." 
Thereupon  he  rushes  forthwitii  to  revel 
in  as  much  of  that  said  human  gore  as 
he  possibly  could.  I  hope  the  noble 
Lord  is  not  about  to  emulate  the  mis- 
sion of  the  immortal  Tappertit.  Hie 
sactred  missiui  has,  I  trusty  nothing  to 
do  with  human  gore;  but  I  do  not 
think  we  can  congratulate  him  on  this 
newest  ^ort  of  the  Tory  Party  to  make 
history  in  Ireland.  The  Home  Eule 
Question  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
Her  Majesty's  present  Advisers ;  it  is 
placed  espeinaUyin  the huids  of  one  of 
the  greatest  of  English  statesmen,  that 
statesman  who,  beyond  all  otiier  men,  is 
qualified,  andIbetieveisuixiouB,tobring 
it  to  a  satisfactory  settlement.  There  is 
one  other  reason,  and  I  desire  this  to  be 
brought  to  the  front.  Though  the 
statesman  now  at  the  head  of  the  Bealm 
is  vigorous  and  equal  to  the  great  task, 
we  cannot  count  upon  very  many  years 
of  his  active  services ;  and  it  is  on  him 
we  chiefly  rely,  amon^  all  English 
statesmen,  for  the  carrying  through  of 
this  great  measure  of  National  Home 
Kule.  Among  English  stttteemen  at 
presrait  I  can  see  no  one  anything 
like  so  well  qualified  as  the  present 
Prime  Minister  to  settle  the  qaestioa 
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of  ItiehHomeOoremment.  Any  states- 

mau  60  inclined  can  accomplish  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Land  Question ;  but  at 
present  I  see  no  one  so  well  quali- 
fied as  the  present  Prime  Minister  to 
settle  the  Home  Rule  Question.  That 
is,  therefore,  another  reason  why  we  are 
most  anxious  and  most  eager  that  there 
should  be  no  misunderstattdiag  as  to  the 
order  in  which  these  questions  should  be 
taken ;  that  it  should  be  clearly  under- 
stood ^at  the  question  of  Home  Rule 
must  take  precedence  of  every  other. 
The  IxuSi  Bepresentatires  and  the 
tnah.  people  are  anxious  to  settle  the 
question  of  Home  Bule,  and  are  clear 
uiat  it  mnat  come  first.  Nor  would  it 
be  possible  for  us  to  accept  with  good-, 
will  any  programme  or  arrangement 
which  would  put  that  question  later 
in  point  of  time  than  any  other  of  the 
great  questions  affecting  the  future  of 
the  country.  These  are  the  principal 
reasons  why  we  forbear  from  pressing 
the  Amendment.  We  claim  precedence 
for  the  great  national  question  of  Home 
Rule  over  every  other  question  affecting 
Ireland.  Wemalke  that  claim  inthename 
of  the  Irish  people,  and  in  the  interest 
not  only  of  the  bish  people,  but  of  the 
Ikiglish  people  as  well.  The  tenant 
farmers  ol  Ireland  will  undoubtedly 
saffer  in  the  next  few  months.  They 
have  suffered  much  already;  but  they 
am  a  patriotic  and  self-denying  class  of 
men,  and  they  will  thoronghfy  under- 
stand trhy  the  Ibrish  Members  of  the 
Houso  of  Oommons  demand  that  the 
National  claim  shall  bare  precedence  of 
any  claim  they  have  to  make.  I  would, 
therefore,  strongly  urge  on  the  Gbvem- 
ment,  if  they  are  determined  to  deal 
with  this  g^at  question  of  Home  Rule, 
not  to  interfere  with  the  chance  of  a 
satisfactory  settlement  by  postponing  it 
to  any  question  of  secondary  interest, 
however  intrinsically  important  that 
question  may  be.  Most  cordially  do  I 
wish  that  the  Prime  Minister  and  his  Col- 
leagues may  be  able  to  settle  this  qnaa- 
tion,  and  most  cordially  should  I  rejoice 
if  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
should  have  a  share  in  the  great  honour 
and  gratification  of  bringing  this  long 
and  perplexed  dispute  to  a  satisfaotory 
conclusion.  I  urge  upon  him  and 
all  the  Members  of  the  Government 
to  take  it  from  me,  aa  the  strong 
and  unanimous  feeling  of  the  Irish 
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people,  thatr  until  this  4^nestion  is  settled 

notning  can  be  settled ;  but  when  this 
question  shall  have  been  once  dealt  with 
in  a  satisfactory  way  all  the  other  di£&- 
culties  will  disappear  and  melt  away 
almost  in  a  moment. 

Majob  SAUNDERSON  :  Sir,  I  did 
not  think  that  I  should  ever  agree  in  any 
point  with  any  hon.  Gentleman  who  sits 
below  the  Gangway;  but  on  this  occa- 
sion I  entirely  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  on  one  point, 
and  that  is  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment should  deal,  in  the  first  instance, 
with  the  question  of  Home  Rule  in  Ire* 
land.  I  quite  reciprocate  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  the  non.  Gentleman  that 
that  is  the  question  of  the  hour,  and 
that  to  deal  in  the  first  instanoe  with 
social  order  and  then  with  the  question 
of  land,  holding  out  and  dangling  before 
the  eyes  of  the  Irish  people  the  possi- 
bility of  English  concession  which  should 
culminato  in  the  immediate  future  in 
the  establishment  of  an  Irish  Home  Rule 
Parliament,  would  be  about  the  most 
disastrous  course  of  policy  which  this 
House  has  ever  pursued.  I  think  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  that  Her  Ma- 
j'esty's  Government  will  give,  not  only 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway, 
but  to  one-third  of  the  Irish  population 
whom  I  and  other  Members  from  Ulster 
represent,  a  distinct  answer  aa  to  their 
intentions  about  a  separate  Legislature 
in  Ireland.  Her  Ma^'esty's  Government 
has  informed  the  Hx)uee  to-night— the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  told  us  that  St  is  not  fair  to  ex- 
pect that  when  they  have  assumed  the 
reins  of  power  for  so  short  a  time  they 
should  be  able  to  give  to  the  House  a 
clear  definition  of  what  their  Irish  policy 
will  be.  Certainly,  I  diould  not  be  so  un- 
fair as  to  imagine  that  we  could  ask  them 
to  place  on  the  Table  alt  the  details  of 
a  complicated  policy.  But,  Sir,  we  have 
had  distinct  indications  that  there  exist 
in  the  Cabinet  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man three  distinct  ideas  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  a  separate  Government  in  Ireland. 
We  have  the  speeches  which  have  been 
delivered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J. 
Morley).  We  have  also  the  speeches  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
the  Member  for  Haokney  (Mr.  0.  Bussell). 
But,  more  than  that,  we  have  bad  a  tele- 
graphic announcement  of  Home  Bule 
pohcy  from  th^  Prime  Minister  himself; 
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and  as  the  right  bon.  Qentleman  has 
never  denied  the  accuracy  of  that  tele- 
graphic announcement,  I  may  ta^e  it 
foi  granted  that,  at  any  rate  ia  the 
month  of  December,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  become  a  convert  to  the 
policy  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).  I  would  draw 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  and  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
the  remarkable  fact  that  that  auggtstion 
of  Home  Hule  being  conceded  to  Ire- 
land was  the  most  ezpeasire  announce- 
ment ever  made.  Nerer,  I  think,  .was 
80  costly  an  announcement  made  to  Eng- 
land aa  upon  that  occasion.  The  very 
idea  that  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  was 
inclined  to  taTour  a  Home  Rule  policy 
eent  down  the  shares  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  45  per  cent.  laugh.']  Hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  laugh  at 
that  statement;  but  they  have  no  money 
in  the  Bank  of  Ireland.  Kailway  as 
well  as  Bank  shares  fell  in  an  equally 
alarming  manner.  Every  preparation 
was  ma!de  for  a  political  exigency  of  a 
most  difficult  and  dangerous  kind ;  and 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  we  prepared  for 
GiTil  war.  J^Lauffhter.^  I  speak  in  the 
House  of  Commons  exactly  as  I  would 
speak  in  Ulster,  because  I  state  what  I 
know  to  be  absolutely  true  ;  and  that  is 
the  effect  which  the  announcement  of 
the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  had  upon  the 
condition  of  Ireland.  That  effect  was 
evidenced  by  the  effect  it  had  on  his  own 
Party  in  England,  for  it  was  not  simply 
upon  the  imagination  of  excited  Orange- 
men that  this  new  policy  of  the  Prime 
Minister  produced  an  effect,  but  also 
upon  hia  own  Party ;  for  we  found  that 
the  moment  that  indication  of  policy 
was  given  his  own  followers  in  England 
took  action,  and  declared  that  they  did 
not  coincide  with  that  new  policy.  Con- 
sequently, it  was  something  far  more 
serious  than  one  of  those  reports  whiih 
occasionally  find  their  way  into  the  pub- 
lic Press.  I  think  when  the  House  of 
Commons  recognizes  the  fact  that  even 
the  supposition  that  a  responsible  Mi- 
nister should  conceive  the  policy  of  con- 
ceding Home  Rule  to  Ireland  bad  such 
a  dieutrouB  effect  upon  Ireland,  t  ven< 
tore  to  sapr  that  the  House  of  Commons 
may  realize  what  effect  the  reality  of 
Home  Bute  vould  have^  Now,  Sir,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  told  us,  in  the  speech  he  made  at 
the  commencement  of  the  debate  upon 

VOL.  CCOII.   [thibd  bebies.] 


the  Address,  ih^t  he.hss  been  thxnkiag  oi 
this  Irish  Question  and  its  solution  both 
night  and  day.  Therefore  it  cannot 
have  come  upon  him  unawares.  Is  it 
too  much,  then,  to  expect  of  him  that  he 
will  give  us  some  definite  declaration—* 
"  aye  "  or  "  no  " — whether  he  has  de- 
cided to  concede  the  request  made  to 
him  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  ?  I  think  it  is  a  vBiy 
reasonable  request  which  the  Loy^ist 
part  of  the  Irish  population,  forming 
one-third  of  the  entire  population,  make 
upon  Her  Majesty's  Goremment  We 
are  placed  in  a  vary  neouliar  poaiUom 
at  the  ]^r«sent  moment.  We  are  told 
that  until  the  1st  of  Ajpril  we  sheJl  not 
have  any  definite  indication  of  what  He* 
Majesty's  Government's  policy  will  be. 
One  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
spoke  to-night — I  think  it  was  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain)  —told  us  that  they  hare 
at  the  present  moment  no  policy  on  the 
subject.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  has  given  us  an  in-* 
dication  of  how  he  intends  to  form  a 
policy — he  intends  to  enter  into  oorre- 

fondence  with  the  Irish  people.  NoWt 
do  not  think  that  that  is  a  practical 
method,  or  a  satiafactoiy  manner  of 
finally  determining  what  the  ultimate 
destiny  of  the  Irish  population  shall  be< 
The  question  of  Ireland,  is  to  undei^  a 
kind  of  incubation  at  the  instanoe  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman;  and  the  final 
hatching  of  the  egg  is  to  be  some  mesr- 
sure  wluch  will  give  peace  to  that  coun- 
try. That  is  a  proceeding  which  X 
venture  to  protest  against  in  the  name 
of  every  man  who  values  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  Ireland.  But  until 
the  lat  of  April  we  are  to  have  no 
opportunity  oi  speaking  in  the  House 
of  Commons  upon  the  nature  of  the 
legislation  proposed  to  be  introduced  for 
Ireland.  Therefore,  I  must  say  a  word 
as  to  the  line  on  which  that  poli^  is  to 
go.  We  object  to  Home  Bule  in  ^land 
for  two  reasons.  We  object  to  Home 
Rule  because  we  believe  that  legislative 
separation  would  be  an  unmixed  evil  to 
Ireland  herself.  I  admit,  however,  that 
that  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  Secondh-,  wo 
object  most  strong  to  the  Home 
Bulera.  There  is  one  fact  iu  the  calcu- 
lation which  is  an  absolute  certunt^, 
and  I  think  it  may  facilitate  die  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  ia- 
his  efforts  to  solve  the  Irish  problem. 
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That  oertain  fact.  Sir,  is  this— that  there 
is  no  doubt  vhaterer  as  to  the  hands  into 
which  the  reins  of  GoTemment  will  fall 
if  Home  Bule  is  conceded.  The  ques- 
tion we  have  to  ask  ourselrea  is  this. 
Have  the  Gentlemen  into  whose  hands 
the  reins  of  power  will  fall  given  ns  in 
the  past  any  indication  of  their  power 
to  carry  on  succeesfully  the  government 
of  Ireland  if  they  obtain  supreme  power 
in  that  country?  If  I  were  to  give  the 
character  in  which  I  view  hon.  Members 
sitting  below  the  Gangway,  I  might  pro- 
bably be  looked  upon  as  a  prejudiced 
witness.  ["No,  no!"  /rem  tkt  ffomt 
JRuU  MmtenJ]  I  am  afraid,  notwith- 
standing, that  it  might  be  so ;  and,  in 
fact,  I  might  be  called  to  Order  if  I  nsed 
language  as  strong  as  that  which  I  pro- 
pose to  read  in  a  quotation.  The  words 
are  those  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Prime  Minister  himself  in  a  speech  which 
he  delivered  at  Leeds.  It  is  not  what 
may  be  called  absolute  ancient  history, 
because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made 
the  ^eeoh  only  five  years  ago.  I  admit 
that  in  the  course  of  five  years  people  do 
sometimes  change  their  minds;  but  I 
think  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  distinctly  changed  his  mind  since ; 
this  speech  was  delivered  he  would  un- 
doubtedly, from  the  very  high  position 
he  holds  in  the  ooimtty,  have  said  that 
he  had  chanp;ed  his  mind  on  so  very  im- 
portant a  point.  This  is  what  the  right 
mm.  Gentleman  said  in  describine  the 
Party  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Oitv  of  Cork  (Mr.  Far- 
neU)— 

*'  For  n«arl7  the  first  time  in  the  history  <^ 
Cbristendom  a  body— a  small  body— of  men 
hare  aiissn,  who  are  not  ashamsd  to  preach  in 
bdand  the  doctrine  of  pablia  plunder.  I  take 
as  the  reprsSentative  o£  the  opinions  I  denounce 
the  name  of  a  gentleman  of  conndenble  ability 
— Mr.  Parnell,  the  Member  for  Cork,  a  gentle- 
man, I  will  admit,  of  oonriderable  abili^— bat 
whose  doctrioee  are  not  eooh  ae  really  need  any 
oonnderahle  ability  to  recommead  them.  If  you 
00  forth  npon  a  minion  to  dononUize  a  people 
By  teaching  them  to  make  the  property  of  their 
naiahboars  the  olfjeet  of  their  covetoue  desire, 
it  does  not  require  BDperhaman  gifto  to  find  a 
oertain  nnmbw  of  followers  and  adherents  to  a 
doctrine  such  as  that." 

If  I  had  used  that  language,  I  expect 
yon,  Sir,  would  have  called  me  to  Order. 
For  my  own  part,  I  ehotdd  never  have 
thought  of  desoribing  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Cktngway  as  robbers  led  by  a 
robber  chief.  But  these  are  the  words 
of  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman  the  Prime 


Uinister,  and  the  House  will  easity  un- 
derstand why  even  an  Eastern  dOTriah 
would  object  to  place  hims^  at  the 
dis|>oeal  of  Ali  Baba  and  the  Forty^ 
Thieves.  At  that  time  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  had 
40  followers.  It  is,  thwefore,  our  busi- 
ness to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  fact  that  we  absolutely  accept 
this  definition  of  the  character  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  and 
his  followers  as  being  perfectly  correct. 
The  House  will  easily  understand  that 
we  have  the  moat  determined  intention 
of  opposing  to  the  uttermost  any  Govern- 
ment formed  of  men  of  this  description. 
But,  perhaps,  the  House  may  imagine 
that  we  exaggerate  the  situation ;  and 
that  if  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  and  his  Friends  form  a  CFovem- 
ment  the  minority  will  be  treated  with 
perfeot  fairness  by  that  Assembly.  Per- 
haps the  House  will  allow  me  to  read  an 
extract  from  a  speech  delivered  very  re- 
cently by  a  rev.  gentleman,  a  supporter 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork;  and  if  this  speech  describes  ac- 
curately the  treatment  that  we,  the 
Loyalists,  believe  we  are  to  receive  if 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
ever  succeeds,  as  I  believe  he  never  will 
succeed,  in  dominating  the  p<^cy  of 
Ireland  it  is  necessary  I  should  read  it 
to  the  House.  The  speecih  was  delivered 
in  Dublin  in  the  course  of  the  late  elec- 
tion for  North  Dublin,  or  rather  upon 
the  declaration  of  the  polL  Ths  lan- 
guage nsed  was  not  altogether  Parlia- 
mentary ;  but  X  think  it  is  essential  that 
the  House  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
kind  of  language  which  is  used  in  Ire- 
land by  supx>orters  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. This  speech  appeared  in  The 
Fre«man*$  Journal,  in  The  Irish  Timet,  in 
2^  Dublin  ExprMs,  and  in  other  papers; 
and  I,  therefore,  suppose  that  it  may  be 
admitted  to  be  accurate.  As  I  hare  said, 
it  was  delivered  at  the  declaration  of  the 
poll  for  North  Dublin  by  the  Rov.  Father 
Beehan,  who  said— and  I  hope  the  House 
will  pay  attention  to  this  quotation,  for, 
at  any  rate,  the  words  are  remark- 
able— 

"  The  Castle  offidals.  with  distended  abdo- 
mens, would  have  to  go,  for  it  is  time  for  them 
to  be  on  the  ran.  They  (the  Nationalists)  wore 
not  straggling  merely  for  a  groen  fiag ;  they 
wanted  three  meals  a  day— [Oi«»/  "Trea- 
son !  "}— good  clothes  on  their  hacks— [CriiM 
"  Shame !"  J— and  sm]^ymentf or  honest  mm." 
["ahamaJ'J 
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That  doea  not  apply  to  hon.  Memben 
below  the  Gangway. 

"  The  election  was  over,  and  Qie  real  strnggle 
vaB  to  begin  now.  \?hat  they  wanted  now  waa 
the  apoils— the  loaves  and  fishes  of  all  those 
{dUows  vho  had  the  monopoly  up  to  this.  They 
wanted  men  of  their  own  to  be  the  officials  for 
this  country,  to  fill  every  sitoation  and  every 
occupation  that  they  were  qualified  for.  From 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and  the  topmost  man 
in  the  Castle  must  make  way  for  one  of  theirs, 
and  the  lowest  official  in  the  poorhouse  yonder 
moat  be  replaced  by  one  of  theirs.  What 
did  their  opponents  do  in  their  day?  They 
kept  overj-thing  to  themselves  ;  and  now  they 
might  thank  God  that  they  (the  NationaliBts) 
^ve  them  raw  and  nnboiled  jnstico." 

Now,  Sir,  that  is  exactly  the  point  that 
we  thoroughly  understand  in  Ireland. 
We  have  got  Bufflciently  epicurean  tastes 
not  to  dedre  that  the  article  should  be 
cooked  for  us  at  Westminster— [An  hon. 
Heubeb:  YouhaTecooked juries.]  The 
raw  and  unboiled  article  wbieh  would  be 
served  up  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  and  Lis 
Triends  would  entirely  disagree  with  the 
constitution  of  the  Irish  Loj'alists. 
Tlierefore,  we  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, and  his  Colleagues,  in  dealing 
with  tliis  question,  to  consider  first  of  all 
the  character  of  the  m,en  into  whose 
hands  the  Government  of  Ireland  must 
inevitably  fall  as  described  by  their  own 
Chief,  and  then,  to  come  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  say,  with  that  character 
staring  them  in  the  face — **  We  have, 
neveruieloss,  consented  to  dismember  the 
Empire,  in  order  to  satisfy  men  who  have 
been  described  so  aptly  and  so  justly  by 
the  Primelfinister  of  England.  I  cannot 
believe  that  the  House  vill  ever  consent 
to  dismomber  the  Empire  on  those 
terms.  What  would  they  ^ain  ?  They 
would  be  supposed  to  ^ain  one  great 
advantage,  and  that  is  in  the  absence 
from  this  House  of  the  Irish  Members. 
But  according  to  the  scheme  indicated 
they  would  not  gain  that  advantage. 
Tou  would  have  them  here  still.  In- 
deed, Ireland  appears  to  me  to  be  to 
England  what  the  Old  Man  of  the  Sea 
was  to  Sinbad  the  Sailor.  Ireland  has 
got  its  legs  round  England'sneok.  Take 
care,  lest  in  taking  Ireland  off  you  do 
not  break  England's  neck.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  CSty  of  Cork  and  his 
Friends  appear  to  take  this  position  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Thej  do  not 
advocate  a  polio; ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
stands  here  as  a  politioal  Warwick — to 
make  and  unmake  Kinistries  at  his  will. 


In  the  oaloulaiiou  the  hon.  Genflemaii 
has  made  he  has  oTerlooked  one  great 
political  factor.  He  may  succeed  once 
in  performing  this  operation ;  but  he  has 
overlooked  one  factor  which  he  will  find 
in  the  end  omnipotent  to  crush  him  and 
his  objects,  and  that  is  the  patriotism 
that  is  to  be  found  in  Ireland,  and  Uie 
love  of  England  still  to  be  found  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  when  the  House  of  Commons 
is  brought  face  to  face,  as  it  must  be  in 
the  immediate  future,  with  the  fact  that 
in  Ireland  they  must  learn  to  face  and 
crush  the  organization  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  is  the 
head—  that  they  must  either  do  that  or 
dismember  and  destroy  the  Empire  to 
which  they  belong,  they  will  form  one 
united  Party,  and  be  able  to  deal  most 
easily  with  the  hon.  Member  and  his 
followers,  retaining  still  the  honour  and 
glory  of  England  and  the  welfare  of  Ire- 
land. 

Address  agretd  U :  —  To  be  presented 
by  Privy  Councillors. 


SUPPLY. 

The  SEORETAEY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  FowLBR)  intimated 
that  the  House  would  be  asked  to- 
morrow to   go  into  Committee  of 

Supply. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  what  the 
Estimates  wore  which  the  Government 
proposed  to  take  to-morrow  ? 

Mr,  H.  H.  FOWLEE:  The  Civil 
Service  Sapplem«Ditary  Estimates. 

Betohfd,  That  this  House  wiJl.  To- 
morrow, resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
to  consider  of  the  Sap^y  to  be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty. 

Estimates  referred. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Retohod,  That  this  House  will,  To' 
morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
to  consider  of  the  Ways  and  Means  for 
raising  Uie  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty. 


SHOP  HOUaS  BEGHTLWroN  BILL. 
{Sir  John  huhbotk.  Mi:  Burt,  3£r.  Mamafhtont 
Sir  BoUH  Peoi,  Mr.  MatAbon$.) 

[bux  06.]   sBcosn  BBAsnrcr. 
Order  for  Seoond  Beading  read. 
Z  % 
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Sib  JOHN  LTTBBOOK :  I  hope  the 
HoDse  will  allow  me  to  proceed  with 
the  eeoond  reading  of  this  Bill.  The 
object  of  the  measure  ie  to  provide  that 
no  child  or  jouog  person  employed  Id  a 
lAop  shall  be  worked  for  more  than 
12  hours  in  a  da;^.  The  second  reading 
waa  passed  by  the  House  last  year 
without  a  diTision.  It  has  beeu  said 
that  the  Bill  has  since  uodergone  some 
aioctifioationB ;  but  that  is  not  so.  The 
BiU  is  practioally  the  same  measure  as 
waa  adopted  laat  year.  We  did  not 
propose  any  inspectioit  last  year,  nor  do 
we  do  BO  now ;  because  we  believe  that 
it  would  be  to  the  interests  of  all  shop- 
keepers that  the  others  should  conform 
to  tne  law.  Tfaia  is  no  question  between 
shopkeepers  and  their  assistants.  The 
great  majority  of  shopkeepers  are 
anxious  to  close  earlier.  I  have  been 
several  times  asked  whether  there  is 
really  any  need  for  this  Bill ;  whether  it 
is  possible  that  any  large  number  of 
young  persons  are  actually  employed  for 
BUHre  than  1*2  hours  in  the  day?  On 
this  point  I  may  remind  the  House  that 
last  ^ear  I  had  the  honour  to  present 
Petitions  from  almoet  all  our  large 
•ities,  and  finally  one  monster  Petition 
ooata^sing  many  thousands  of  aigna- 
tares.  A  meeting  was  held  last  June 
in  support  of  this  Bill,  which  was 
warmly  supported  by  tl^  Bishop  of 
London,  Cardinal  Uanning,  Earl  Stan- 
hope^  lAdy  John  Mannws,  and  Mr.  F. 
Harriaoii,  while  the  Chair  was  taken  by 
that  eminuit  Judge,  Lord  Bramwell. 
Loud  Bramwell  is  well  known  as  a 
staunch  supporter  of  individual  in- 
dependence, and  an  opponent  of  0o- 
Temment  interference  and  over-legisla- 
tion. But  he  varmly  supported  the 
present  Bill.    He  said —  . 

**  No  one  bad  a  doubt  of  the  propriet?  of  laws 
for  thfl  prerention  of  cnielty  to  animafa.  That 
most  lie  admitted  to  be  a  right  thing.  Why  F 
Because  they  wmo  helplesa ;  because  they  could 
sot  protect  themielres.  But  they  were  not 
more  h^leu  than  the  child— a  two-footed 
oreatsre,  who  was  eubjeoted  to  the  orders  and 
control  of  thoae  agaioat  whom  he  waa  powetlese 
to  struggle.  It  could  not  be  doubted  that  the 
BiU  which  Sir  John  Lubbock  had  brought  for- 
ward was  one  which  ought  to  receive  the 
•pproral  of  tiiat  meetiog.  He  beliov-od  a 
^orteoiog  of  the  shop  hours  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  everybody  concerned-  He  believed 
It  would  be  a  good  thing  not  only  for  those 
who  worked  in  the  shop,  bnt  for  their  em- 
ployer*. It  would  dbiiDish  expeaaaB,  and  the 
woilkpeo^  would  be  fresher  and  more  vigoroua 


in  the  service  of  their  master  than  they  oonld 
posnbly  be  now." 

The  Shop  Hours*  League  have  also 
collected  a  great  deal  of  evidence  on  the 
Bubjeet — evidence  which  I  am  aura  no 
one  can  read  without  warm  sympathy 
and  compassion.  To  make  my  case 
complete  the  House  will,  I  hope,  allow 
me  to  give  one  or  two  cases. 

Louisa  B  ,  aged  19,  drapery,  four  and  a 

h^  years  at  fiattersea. 

"  My  hours  are  from  8.30  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m., 
and  OD  Saturdays  until  12  p.m.  As  to  meals,  wo 
are  supposed  to  eat  our  food  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, and  then  return  to  the  ahop.  I  was  in 
perfect  health  when  I  entered  the  business, 
now  I  often  feel  ready  to  siak  dowa  for 
want  of  fresh  air  and  rest.  Before  the  end  of 
the  day,  and  especially  on  a  Saturday,  I  feel 
exceedingly  weary  and  depressed,  and  have 
diffionlty  in  standing  until  tae  clouk  stzikes  12. 
I  am  qoite  unfit  to  attend  a  place  of  wonhip  on 
Sunday  moniing." 

Amy  J.  L  ,  aged  19,  drapery.  King's  Cross. 

"  I  have  been  in  banaeas  three  years  at 
Poplar,  Haokney,  uid  where  I  am  now.  At 
Poplar  the  hours  woto  9  a.m.  io  10  p.m.,  at  the 
other  places  from  8.15  and  8.S0  a.m.  to  9.30 
and  10  p.m.,  and  at  12  p.m.  on  Saturdays.  It 
is  often  12.30  and  1  on  a  Sunday  morning  be- 
fore we  get  out  of  the  shop.  Meal  times,  about 
'IQ  and  25  minutes  for  dinner,  and  IS  minutes 
for  other  meals.  I  was  in  perfect  health  when 
I  first  went  Into  the  bouness.  During  the  last 
18  months  I  have  been  away  from  business 
three  times  through  illnesses,  which  the  doctor 
said  was  through  the  long  hours.  If  I  had  a 
little  ont'Of-door  exercise  I  should  be  much 
better;  and  I  think  it  might  be  arranged  for 
us  to  sit  some  time  during  the  day  when  we 
are  not  buqr.  I  am  always  thankful  whan 
Sunday  oomes ;  bat  I  am  aevw  fit  to  go  to  a 
place  of  worship  till  night." 

E.M. — in  a  shop  in  Camherwell — says — 

"Went  into  busineas  between  15  and  IC 
years  of  age.  The  avenge  hours  are  from  8 
and  8.30  a.m.  to  9.30  and  10  p.m.,  and  from 
11.30  to  12  p.m.  on  Saturdays.  In  my  present 
situation  we  have  no  stated  time  for  meals. 
We  eat  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  then  hurry 
back  to  the  shop.  Mover  before  I  went  into 
business  did  I  know  what  illness  was  ;  but  sinoe 
have  soaroely  known  what  it  is  to  be  free  from 
pain.  I  havff  overflowing  of  blood  to  the  head, 
which  causes  me  to  swoon  after  standing  a  long 
time.  I  scaroely  know  iriiat  it  is  to  stand  wit£ 
ease  for  the  vicuent  puns  in  my  feet  and  legs. 
My  feelings  at  the  end  of  the  day  are  so  dread- 
fully low  and  weak  that  I  scarcely  have  the 
strength  to  undress.  I  never  feel  thoroughly 
rested  when  I  have  to  g^et  up." 

Another  girl,  in  a  tbop  at  Beptford,  said — 

"  I  begin  at  8  a.m.  and  leave  at  10  p.m., 
Saturdays  8  a,m.  to  12  p.m.  We  have  from 
15  to  20  minutes  allowed  for  each  meal.  We 
are  very  often  called  forward  from  oar  meals 
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to  the  shop  to  attoid  to  coBtomerfl.  We  leavs 
our  meals  iialf  coDBunwd,  and  then  the  food  ia 
eithercoldorwegetnotnortj.  Wlien apprenticed 
to  the  dntpery  -aty  henltti  was  good  ;  bat  it  ia 
grsdoally  failing,  asd  the  doctor  isy*  I  an  io  a 
conaumptioD.  I  am,  therefore,  obliged  to  leare 
nt  the  end  of  the  month.  I  have  never  been  able 
to  get  for  a  walk  except  on  a  Sunday,  as  no 
respectable  girl  cares  to  go  out  between  10  and 
1 1  at  night  After  the  (aiigne  and  worry  of 
the  week  I  am  so  thoroaghly  worn  out  tiiat  my 
only  thought  is  to  rest  on  a  Bimday;  but  it  goes 
too  qaickly,  and  the  other  days  drag  on 
slowly." 

It  is  stated  that  probably  one-half  of  tbe 
draperB'  aacdstantsia  London  nerer  enter 
a  place  of  worship,  and  those  who  do  are 
80  drowsy  that  they  can  scarcely  keep 
awake.  The  cases  I  have  given  are  by 
no  means  of  an  exceptional  character. 
In  Islington,  out  of  250  shops  counted, 
200  were  open  at  9.30  p.m. ;  at  Hack- 
ney, 150  out  of  200  at  9.30;  in  Ham- 
mersmith, 200  out  of  260 ;  in  Kentish 
Town,  120  out  of  176  ;  in  Bow,  125  out 
of  175;  in  Bennondsey,  320  out  of  400 
atlOp.m.;  InLambeth,  350  out  of  450; 
in  Battersea,  140  out  of  200;  Poplar, 
120  out  of  150;  at  Stoke  Newington, 
325  out  of  800;  in  Whitechapel,  475 
out  of  600  at  10.15 ;  while  on  Saturdays 
a  large  proportion  of  these  shops  con- 
ttnne  at  work  till  midnight  It  must 
also,  of  eoune,  be  remembered  that  the 
assistants  hare  to  go  on  writing  some 
tune  after  the  shops  are  closed.  I  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  tbese  diatricts 
are  worse  than  others  ;  they  are  merely 
taken  as  samples.  Thus,  as  the  assist- 
ants begin  work,  on  an  average,  about  8 
in  the  morning,  their  actual  working 
hours  are  from  16  to  17  in  one  day,  and 
from  13  to  14  on  five  days  in  the  week. 
Probably  it  would  bo  within  the  mark 
to  say  that  tiie  majority  of  shopkeepers' 
assistants  work  from  75  to  90  bours 
a-week.  I  have  taken  these  illustrations 
from  London ;  but  the  evil  is  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  Metropolis.  In 
liTerpool  it  is  deeply  felt,  and  my  hon. 
Priend  the  Member  for  that  City  had 
last  year  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject The  Shop  Hours'  League  have  in- 
stituted inquiries,  and  they  state  that  at 
Brighton,  for  instance,  the  hours  are 
about  the  same  as  in  London ;  in  Bristol 
they  are  excessively  long ;  at  Chester, 
Derby,  Huddersfield,  Leeds,  York,  and 
elsewhere  they  are  about  80  per  week. 
At  Manchester  most  of  tbe  retail  shops 
hare  terribly  long  hours.  At  Boohdale 
"tii^  are  far  too  long,  and  ve  do  not 


know  how  to  shorten  them."  Thri 
Bill  contains  no  nev  principle  ;  it 
merely  extends  to  shops  that  whidh  is 
already  the  law  in  workshops ;  it  sug- 
gests DO  maehinery  or  inspection ;  it 
involres  no  expense ;  it  would  not  in- 
terfere with  trade ;  Uiere  would  not  be 
a  yard  of  stuff  or  an  ounce  of  tea  sold 
lees  than  now ;  and  we  should  lengtbm 
and  brighten  the  Krea  of  thousands  of 
these  poor  ofaildren.  Just  let  me  ask 
the  House  to  consider  what  14  hours  of 
work  mean.  We  oannot  reckon  less 
than  seven  for  sleep,  one  for  breakfast 
or  supper,  half-an-hour  for  dressing  and 
undressing,  one  hour  for  buying  neces- 
saries, doing  their  rOom,  &c.,  and  if  we 
allow  an  hour  for  getting  backwards 
and  forwards  we  haTO  accounted  for 
the  whole  24;  and  not  a  moment  is  left 
for  amusement,  or  self-improvement,  for 
fresh  air  or  family  life,  for  any  of  those 
occupations  whioh  cheer,  brighten,  and 
ennoble  life — in  fact,  we  literally  say 
that  not  only  have  they  not  a  moment 
to  themselves,  but  they  are  so  hard 
worked  that  at  the  end  of  tbe  week  they 
are  fit  to  drop  with  faUgue.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  all  Londtm  would  gain  if 
the  shop  assistants  had  greater  oppor- 
tunities of  intellectual,  moral,  and  8Jh- 
ritual  improvement.  Moreover,  me 
cruel  effect  of  the  long  hours  is  con- 
siderably increased  by  the  fact  that  tke 
unfortunate  assistants  have  to  stand  the 
whole  time.  This  long  standing  is  a 
terrible  evil.  How  injurious  standing 
is  we  may  cleariy  see  from  the  fact  that 
though  customers  remain  in  a  shop  for 
so  comparatively  short  a  time  they  arein- 
variably  accommodated  with  seats.  Con- 
sidering, however,  the  relative  need  of 
rest  as  between  the  assistants  and  their 
customers,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
seats  are  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
counter.  This  is,  happij(]r,  no  question 
between  ahopkeepers  and  tiieir  .aasist- 
auts.  There  is  no  such  difiermoe.  I 
believe  the  shopkeepers  are  almost  as 
anxious  to  close  as  the  assistants  them- 
selves. Ferhaps,  then,  it  may  be  said, 
why  not  leave  the  matter  in  their 
hands?  Because  in  almost  every  case 
the  arrangements  for  early  closing 
have  been  rendered  nugatory  by  the 
action  of  some  very  small  minority 
among  the  shopkeepers.  Over  and 
over  again  we  read  that  the  shop- 
keepers in  a  given  district  are  anxious  to 
close,  and  have  all  agreed  to  do  so  with, 
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perhaps,  a  slugle  ezceptien.  But  that 
aingle  exception  is  fatal.  One  after  an- 
other the  rest  gradually  open  again,  and 
the  whole  thing  breaks  down,  and  thus 
B  small  mmoritjr  tyrannize  over  the  rest. 
It  seems  dear  that  nothing  but  legisla- 
tion can  remedy  the  evil.  Toluntary 
action  has  been  tried  and  failed  orer 
and  over  again.  For  instuice,  in  1872 
a  Sonth  London  Drapers'  Assooiation 
waa  formed  in  order  to  shorten  the 
hours.  An  influential  Committee  waa 
formed,  and  about  250  drapers  joined 
the  ABsociation.  After  much  labour 
and  expense,  aud  a  great  deal  of  can- 
vaseing,  they  agreed  to  close  at  8.  This 
arrangement  began  on  the  2nd  of  Sep- 
tember ;  but  it  lasted  only  about  a  fort- 
night. One  byone  the  ehopakept  open.  At 
last  only  the  20  Committee menwere  left, 
and  then  the  whole  movement  collapsed ; 
but  before  finally  breaking  up  they  met 
and  passed  a  unanimous  resolution  that 
nothing  short  of  legislation  would  suffice 
to  shorten  the  hours  of  labour  in  retail 
shops.  I  might  quote  manyother  oases, 
but  will  only  refer  to  one.  At  Sunder- 
land a  similar  attempt  waa  made,  but 
Tory  Boon  broke  down  in  tbe  same  way. 
Indeed,  the  great  majority  of  shop- 
keepers would,  I  believe,  welcome  a 
Bill  which  would  prevent  a  small  mino- 
rity of  unprincipled  competitors  from 
obtaining  an  unfair  advantage.  The 
question  naturally  arises  whether  the 
passage  of  this  Bill  would  have  the 
eflfect  of  throwing  young  persons  out  of 
employment  f  Now,  in  tbe  first  place,  it 
is  estimated  that  from  one-half  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  shop  assistants  are  young 
persona  rangii^  from  12  to  21  years  of 
age,  and  the  conditions  which  regulate 
their  employment  would  govern  the 
rest.  Kforeoverf  the  great  majority  of 
shopkeepers  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
close  if  the  remainder  would  do  so. 
There  is,  indeed,  one  objection  to  fac- 
tory legislation  which  does  not  apply  to 
a  Bill  like  the  present.  It  is  obvious 
that  interference  with  manufacturers,  if 
carried  too  far,  might  drive  them  out 
of  the  country,  and  thus,  by  depriving 
our  factory^  population  of  work,  defeat 
its  own  object.  In  such  a  measure  as  I 
am  venturing  to  recommend  there  is  no 
such  danger.  The  shops,  on  the  whole, 
will  obviously  do  as  much  business-, 
whether  they  are  open  12  hours  or  14, 
though  the  shopkeeper  who  keeps  open 
may  fetch  away  a  littie  bneineiB  masx 
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his  more  merciful  or  considerate  neigh- 
bour.   No  one,  then,  cau  say  that  our 

aosals  are  of  a  character  to  injure 
),  while  they  would  brighten  and 
prolong  the  lives  of  thousands  of  our 
countrymen  and  countrywomen.  The 
hon.  Baronet  oonduded  by  moving  that 
the  ffill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (flu*  i/bAn  LvAhoeh,) 

Mb.  THOEOLD  EOGERS  :  I  en- 
tiraly  agree  with  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  I  think  it  is  a  sound  one,  in  the 
interests  of  the  community  and  of  young' 
people  themselves.  I  certainly  feel  that 
young  persons  between  13  and  18  years 
of  age  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  work 
more  than  12  hours  a-day;  but  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Bill  will  not  entirely  meet 
the  droumstonces  of  the  case.  I  have 
had  ag^at  deal  of  communication  with 

gersons  engaged  in  business  on  the 
outh  side  of  London ;  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  circumstances  under  whi<^ 
the  businesses  are  carried  on  there  are 
altogether  different  from  those  which 
apply  to  businesses  in  the  West  End  of 
London,  and  that  it  might  be  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  trade  to  include  indis- 
criminately all  businesses  in  this  Bill. 
I  hope,  therefore,  although  I  cannot 
object  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
that  after  it  has  been  read  a  second 
time  my  hon.  Friend  will  agree  to  refer 
it  to  a  Select  Committee.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  letter  from  one  of  the  principal 
traders  of  South  London — the  head  of  a 
very  large  firm  indeed — and  he  tells  me 
that  they  are  obliged  to  begin  business 
at  8.S0  in  the  morning.  They  have  to 
cany  on  the  business,  which  is  that  of  a 
drapeiy  establishment,  until  12  o'clock 
in  the  day,  when  the  hnsineas  itself 
begins  to  slaoken ;  and  from  that  time 
until  8  in  tiie  evening— I  am  speaking 
of  a  part  of  the  Metropolis  where  almost 
the  whole  of  the  community  are  a  la- 
bonriiig  people — the  writer  informs  mo 
that  he  might,  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, shut  up  his  shop.  But  at  8  in 
the  evening  the  business  begins  again, 
and  it  is  found  necessary  to  conduct  the 
greater  part  of  it  between  8  and  12 
o'clock  at  night.  I  cannot  help  thiuk- 
ing  that  if  the  Bill  of  my  hon.  Friend 
were  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  we 
should  get  evidence  from  pemons  en- 
gi^d  in  business  under  difEerent  oir- 
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cumsiuLcet  from  the  shopkeaperB  and 
tradesmen  of  the  West  End,  and  Uiat 
ve  ahould  get  some  evidence  which 
might  enable  iu  to  modify  the  provisione 
of  tilie  Bill,  BO  as  to  render  it  ueef  al  to 
oil  classes  of  the  commnttity.  I  am 
afraid  that  if  we  pass  it  in  its  present 
form  it  may  press  hardly  upon  many 
persona  who  are  not  in  ovOT-nourisbing 
circumstances  at  the  present  moment, 
and  who  will  feel  inclined  to  say  that  we 
hare  been  legislating  for  the  poorer 
parts  of  London  on  lines  altc^ether  in- 
applicable, however  suitable  they  may 
be  for  the  West  End  of  the  Metropolis. 
!Firm8  like  those  of  Uaishall  and  Snel- 
grore  and  others  may  be  able  to  shut 
up  their  establishments  at  6  or  7  o'clock 
in  the  evening ;  but  in  districts  inhabited 
by  the  poorer  classes  I  am  quite  certain 
that  the  shops  have  to  be  kept  open  for 
a  mnoh  longer  time.  This  oorxespondent 
of  mine  says^ 

**  From  8  until  9.30  we  take  as  mnoh  or  more 
moD^  SB  in  the  whole  of  the  previous  part  of 
the  day." 

He  states,  further— 

'*  Trade  U  not  prosperous  at  the  ^reeent 

moment. " 

And,  speaking,  perhaps,  a  little  angrily, 
he  asks — 

"  What  is  the  need  of  legislation  of  this ' 
tindP" 

He  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  most 
of  the  shops  at  present  voluntarily  close 
at  5  p.m.  upon  one  day  in  the  week:;  and 
he  adds  that  the  condition  of  the  assist- 
ants employed  in  the  shops  is  improv- 
ing every  year  without  pressure  being 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  employer.  I 
believe  that  that  is  the  ease.  I  cannot, 
as  I  said  at  first,  resist,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  I  ought  to  resist,  in  the  in- 
terests of  humanity  and  good  sense, 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill ;  but  I 
do  trust  that  when  it  has  been  read  a 
second  time  my  hon.  Friend  will  have  no 
objection  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. The  time  of  the  Session  is  very 
early ;  and  I  hope  that  every  Member 
who  would  serve  upon  the  Committee 
would  be  anxious  to  report  at  as  early  a 
date  as  possible.  I  hope,  also,  that  the 
Oommittee  would  be  able  to  find  out 
means  by  which  businesses  which  re- 
quire longer  hours  than  others  may  be 
satis&otorily  conducted. 

Thb  8E0EETAEY  op  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DSFABI1C£NT  (Mr. 


Ghzldbbs)  :  I  should  like  to  say  a  feir 
words  before  the  Bill  is  read  a  eeoond 
time,  seeing  that  the  matter  is  one 
whidi  must  come  tinder  the  oognisonoe 
of  the  Home  Office.  I  have  not  yet  had 
time  tiioroughly  to  conuder  the  whole 
qnestion ;  but  as  far  as  this  Bill  Ia3rB 
down  that  young  persons  between  the 
ages  of  13  and  16  should  not  be  woi^ed 
more  than  12  honrs  in  the  day,  which  is 
the  main  provision  of  the  BUI,  I  think 
that  everyone  in  this  House  will  agree 
that  young  persona  of  that  age  should 
not  be  overworked.  The  Home  Office 
look  upon  women  and  young  persons 
such  as  these  as  being  under  their 
charge  with  respect  to  the  amount  of 
work  which  they  may  be  called  upon  to 
do ;  and  I  cannot  deny  that  it  is  a  sound 
principle  they  should  not  be  wraked 
more  than  12  hours.  That  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  and  on  that  ground 
I  shall  not  object  to  the  second  read- 
ing. But  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  Bill  as  it  Btaads 
is  altogether  unworkable,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  accept 
its  provisions.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  UniTersity  of  London 
(Sir  John  Lubbock)  says  that  the  BUI 
proposes  to  exclude  from  its  operation 
those  employed  in  licensed  public-houses 
and  re&eshment  bars;  but  these  appear 
to  me  to  be  the  peieons  who,  of  all 
others,  require  protection,  and  who 
should  not  be  allowed  to  be  employed 
for  more  than  12  hours  a-day.  There- 
fore, I  do  not  think  that  that  is  a  pro- 
vision which  the  House  ought  to  adopt. 
Then  I  understand  my  hon.  Friend  to 
say  that  the  Bill  does  not  propose  to 
appoint  any  addititmal  Inspectors ;  and 
yet  the  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  Factories  and  Work- 
shops Act  of  1873  to  persons  employed 
in  shops.  But  if  you  do  not  employ 
persons  to  carry  on  the  duty  of  inspec- 
tion, how  are  you  to  enact  that  these 
young  people  employed  in  shops  are  to 
come  under  the  provisions  of  that  Act  ? 
Without  some  provision  in  regard  to  in- 
spection I  am  afraid  the  Bill  would  be 
altogether  unworkable.  I  will  only  say 
that  I  wiU  consider  very  carefully  the 
nature  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and 
wiU  be  prepared  to  state  my  view  at  a 
later  stage.  I  would,  therefore,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  House  to  allow  the 
second  reading  of  the  BUI  to  pass ;  but 
I  hope  my  hon.  Friend  wiU  alW  son* 
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iiiterraL  to  elapse— saj  six  ireeks  or  so>» 
before  taking  the  next  stage,  so  that  we 
might,  in  the  meantime,  have  the  advan- 
tage of  the  advice  and  opinion  of  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  matter,  and 
who  will  necessarily  be  entrusted  with 
the  working  of  a  measure  of  this  kind. 
As  to  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bormondaey  (Mr.  Thoroid  Bogers) 
that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  I  have  no  very  strong 
opinion  npon  the  matter ;  bnt  I  will  be 
prepared  to  accept  the  proposal  of  my 
kon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  Uni- 
Tersity  of  Ix)mlon  (Sir  John  Lubbot^), 
if  he  will  consent  to  defer  the  Oommtt- 
tee  stage  for  a  few  weeks. 

SmB.  A8SHETON0R08S:  I  hope 
that  we  are  not  going  to  discuss  all  the 
Bills  that  are  down  npon  the  Paper.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  wise  plan  to  adjourn 
the  House  after  we  shall  have  disposed 
of  tbis  Bill.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be 
wise  to  adjourn  before  we  come  to  the 
next  Order  of  the  Day.  ["No!"]  The 
right  hon.  Ghentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary has  said  that  he  agrees  with  the 
prinoiple  of  the  Bill.  I  confess  that  I 
do  not  see  anything  in  the  print-iple  of 
the  measure,  or  the  form  in  which  it  has 
been  drawn,  to  which  I  object;  but  I 
would  strongly  reoommend  the  hon. 
Baronet  in  ohrage  of  it  (Sir  John  Lub- 
bock), at  thiaearly  period  of  the  Session, 
and  after  the  appeal  which  has  been 
made  to  him,  bj  the  rigjit  hon.  (Gentle- 
man, either  to  poetpoae  the  Oommittee 
stage  for  six  we^,  or  eUe  to  refer  it  to 
a  Select  Oommittee.  Suchaoonrsewoold 
not  amount  to  the  ehelring  of  the  Bill, 
but  would  simply  insure  that  the  ques- 
tion would  receive  fall  consideration, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  difBculty 
which  has  been  raised  as  to  the  class  of 
persons  to  which  it  ought  to  apply.  My 
own  view  is  that  the  very  wisest  course 
to  take,  at  this  early  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion, would  be  to  refer  it  at  once  to  a 
Select  Ocftnmittee,  in  order  that  its  pro- 
viaions  may  be  thoroughly  discussed,  I 
am  quite  sure  that  a  Select  Committee 
would  be  able  fo  report  long  before  the 
six  weeks  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  referred  to.  I  therefore  hope 
that  the  hem.  Baronet  will  accept 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bermoudeey  (Mr.  Thorald  Eogera),  and 
refer  the  mMsure  to  a  Select  Committee : 
and  after  tbis  Bin  has  been  disposed  of 
I  hope  the  HOube  will  consent  to  ad- 
Mr,  Ckilden 


joom  without  proceeding  to  discass  aoy 
of  the  remaining  Orders  of  the- Day. 

SiE  JAMES  FEEGUSSON  :  Sir,  I 
should  wish  to  make  one  or  two  obsn*- 
vations,  as  I  happened  to  be  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Committee,  which  some  years  ago  sat 
and  considered  this  very  question.  I 
may  say  that  while  we  were  very  ready 
to  give  relief  to  young  persoos  employed 
for  long  hours,  yet,  for  thereasons  given 
in  our  Report,  we  did  not  see  our  way  to 
do  so  in  the  case  of  shop-workers.  If 
the  House  will  refer  to  this  Report  of 
the  Oommittee  they  will  find  a  g^-eat 
deal  of  information  given  on  the  evi- 
dence of  persons  from  many  quarters 
of  the  Kingdom.  The  question  pre- 
sented a  good  deal  of  difBculty  ;  and  I 
am  <^  opinion  that  domestic  industry 
is  a  thing  with  which  it  would  be  inex- 
pediefit  to  interfere,  and  that  legis- 
lation upon  it  would  probably  do  more 
harm  than  good.  We  must  all  ftel  Very 
much  sympathy  with  young  persons, 
women  especially,  who  are  employed  for 
long  hours ;  and  it  is  "within  my  know- 
ledge that  young  women  are  (rften  em- 
ployed for  14  or  16  hours  at  refresh- 
ment bars.  That  is  much  longer  tban 
the  time  during  which  young  people  are 
employed  in  shops,  or,  at  least,  in  such 
as  are  attached  to  dwellings  where  they 
take  their  meals.  Therefore  I  am  glad 
my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Ohilders)  has 
exercised  caution  in  giving  assent  fo  the 
Bill.  I  believe  that  hon.  fiTembers  will, 
on  consideration,  see  that  there  is  gireat 
reason  for  caution  before  giving  scope 
to  tfa^  boney<dettt  ideas  with  reference 
to  this  question. 

SiE  JOHN  LUBBOCK:  Sir, I  should 
be  very  glad  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  (Mr.  Ohilders).  If  the  House 
agrees  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
I  will  then  move  that,  it  bo  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

Motion  i^rted  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee."— (iS*r  John  LubhoeJc,) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mb.  BERE8F0RD  HOPE :  Sir,  as 
the  hour  is  late,  and  the  niext  Bill  on  the 
faper  is  an  important  ome,  which  there 
'trill  be  ptenty  of  o|FpotrtmutieB  «f  .'coa- 
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ndering  hereafter,  I  shall  now  more  the 
adjournment  of  the  Honse. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  do  now  ad]oum." — 
{Mr.  Samford  Scpe.) 

Me.  OOURTNET  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  op- 
pose the  Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. The  action  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  moving  the  adjournment 
of  the  House  is  but  too  transparent, 
and  it  19  one  which  I  think  ought  not  to 
be  passed  over  without  oomment.  At 
this  hour  I  am  not,  of  course,  disposed 
to  go  against  the  will  of  the  House;  but 
I  cannot  agree  to  the  proposal  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  until  it  is  ascer- 
tained. The  next  Bill  upon  the  Paper 
is  one  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  does  not  entertain  a  high  opinion; 
and  that,  no  doubt,  ie  the  secret  of  his 
wish  for  the  adjouniment.  But  I  do 
not  see  why  we  should  not  use  the  op- 
portunity which  is  now  before  us  of 
coDBidering  that  Bill,  as  it  is  yet  early — 
[Laughtgrl—in  the  morning.  If  I  have 
uie  imyilege  of  moving  the  second 
reading  I  shall  not  occupy  more  than 
five  minutes  in  giving  reasons  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bill ;  and  certainly  there  is 
no  reason  which  I  can  see  why  the 
House  should  not  be  asked  to  agree  to 
that  Motion.  I  hope  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  not  accede  to  the  Mo- 
tion for  the  Adjourument  without  a 
more  definite  reason  than  that  given  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentieman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Oambrldge,  of 
whom  the  Earl  of  Beaconefield  once 
■aid  that  no  sooner  did  we  begin  busi- 
ness in  February  than  he  wanted  to 
know  whott  we  should  rise  for  the  Easter 
holidays.  I  trust  the  House  will  not 
agiee  to  the  Motion  of  Qis  right  hon. 
Geotleman. 

Question  pat. 

The  House  dividsd: — Ayes  137 ;  Noes 
142:  Majority  fi.— (Dir.  List,  No.  6.) 

PARLIAMENTAEY  FRANCHISE  (EX- 
TENSION TO  WOMEN). -[Bill  70.] 
(Jfr.  WoadaU^  Sir  Eo&trt  Fowler,  Mr.  ffouldi- 
worth,  Mr.  IlUtigmi-th,  Mr.  Stamfeld,  Mr. 
Tork*.) 
SECOND  BBADHTO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mb.  OOUETNEY  ;  Sir,  when  I  op- 
posed the  Motion  for  the  adjournment 
«f  the  Bjonae  I  promised  that  I  would 


not  occupy  more  than  five  minutes  if  I 
had  the  privilege  of  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  intend  to 
keep  that  promiee.  I  must  apologize 
for  appearing  here  for  that  purpose, 
becauee  my  name  is  not  upon  the  back 
of  the  Bill ;  but  the  House  will  be  aware 
that  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Hanley  (Mr.  Woodall)  has  accepted  the 
position  of  Surveyor  General  of  Ord- 
nance, and  I  oan  only  regret  that  the 
Bill  has  now  passed  from  his  hands. 
In  the  meantime,  until  further  charge 
of  the  Bill  is  taken  by  some  hon.  Mem- 
ber, I  have  promised  to  look  after  it. 
Sir,  the  simple  ground  on  whieh  I  shall 
ask  the  House  to  accept  the  measare  is 
one  which  I  beHeTe  will  commend  itoelf 
to  hon.  Membws  on  this  side — ^it  rests 
upon  the  principle  laid  down  some  years 
ago  by  the  present  Prime  Minister,  that 
the  franchise  ought  to  be  extended  in 
every  case  unless  it  was  barred  by 
personal  nnfituess  or  political  danger. 
Now,  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  allege 
that  the  enfranchisement  of  women 
comes  within  either  of  these  qualifica- 
tions. We  have  already  given  the  fran- 
chise to  women  in  the  election  of  school 
boards,  and  also  in  the  election  of  muni- 
cipal councile,  and  in  each  case  in  the 
opinion,  which  has  been  verified  by  ex- 
perience, that  they  were  not  personally 
unfitted  to  exercise  the  franchise.  Now, 
what  is  the  allegation  made  as  to  the 
political  danger  of  giving  them  the 
franchise?  I  say  it  is  an  allegation 
which  I  am  Ashamed  to  hear,  and  one 
which  I  think  those  who  make  it  onght 
to  be  ashamed  to  utter.  They  say  that 
the  giving  of  the  vote  to  women  woxild 
be  politically  dangerous ;  they  refer  to 
Primrose  Leagues,  and  say  that  it  will 
add  to  the  Conservatire  strength  in  the 
country.  Now  I  do  not  believe  that. 
The  experience  we  have  had  of  the  use 
of  the  vote  given  to  women  in  connection 
with  school  boards  and  town  cotinoils  is 
not  consistent  with  that  deolaration. 
That  experience  shows  that  women  are 
divided  in  opinion  very  much  as  men 
are  between  the  two  political  Parties; 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
tiie  extaision  of  tiie  firancfaise  to  them 
would  lead  to  any  increase  of  Oonserra- 
tire  strei^ih.  Ev«n  if  it  w«re  so,  I 
should  notnentate  to  extend  it  to  them, 
I  hope  that  the  support  of  hon.  Members 
who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House  will  be 
giren  to  (he  BiU,  and  thcit  they  iriU  not 
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Bay  that  thoy  oppose  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  wom.ea  because  they  bolieTe  it 
will  benefit  one  political  Party  more 
than  another.  Now,  I  believe  that  if 
there  is  any  fear  of  danger  from  the 
Frimrose  League,  and  from  the  intro- 
duction therefrom  of  women  into  poli- 
tics— an  introduction  not  of  a  direct 
character — that  such  fear  or  such  danger 
will  be  lessened,  if  not  altogether  re- 
moved, by  giving  women  the  privilege 
of  claiming  to  vote ;  for,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  simply  because  they  have  not  been 
allowed  to  have  the  vote  as  a  prinl^e 
and  as  a  right,  and  to  feel  what  they 
owe  to  the  country  in  giving  their  vote, 
that  we  have  witnessed  the  action  of 
women  in  respect  'of  some  elections 
which  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
inspired  by  the  best  possible  motives. 
But,  Sir,  I  look  to  this  gift  to  have  the 
greatest  influence  over  the  character  of 
women  themselves.  Because  it  will  give 
them  a  lai^er  range  of  ideas,  because  it 
will  introduce  them  to  the  highest  and 
best  in  the  public  life  of  the  country,  I 
would  give  the  franchise  to  women.  I 
would  give  them  the  franchise  even  if  I 
anticipated  some  temporary  political 
danger.  But  there  is  no  ground  what- 
ever for  that  anticipation ;  experience 
has  shown  that  the  danger  is  imaginary. 
There  is  only  one  other  observation  I 
wish  to  make,  and  that  is  in  relation  to 
the  framing  of  this  Bill.  This  Bill  pro- 
poses to  give  the  electoral  vote  to  all 
women,  being  single,  unmarried,  or 
widows,  who  possess  the  same  qualifica- 
tions in  respect  to  property  which  now 
gives  to  men  the  right  to  vote.  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  seriously  said  that  dan- 
ger would  attach  to  the  gift  proposed  to 
be  given  by  this  Bill ;  and  I  most  sin- 
cerely and  confidently  recommend  the 
Bill  to  the  acceptance  of  the  House. 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.*' — (Mr.  Courtney.) 

Mb.  PULESTON:  I  do  not  propose 
to  detain  the  House  more  than  one  mo- 
ment. What  I  am  particularly  desirous 
of  saying  is  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
Members  of  the  House  will  support  this 
Bill  npon  grounds  altogether  different 
to  those  stated  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Bodmin  Division  of 
Cornwall  (Mr.  Courtney).  It  is  not  for 
the  House  to  consider  whether  there  is 
any  fear  of  danger  involved  in  the  en- 

J6*.  Courtnoy 


franohisement  of  women — the  question 
is  purely  and  simply  whether  women 
are  entitled,  under  our  Constitution,  to 
tho  franchise.  The  supporters  of  this 
measure  claim  that  the  franchise  rightly 
belongs  to  women.  Personally,  I  do 
not  share  the  opinion  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Courtney)  entertains  as  to 
the  effect  whit^  will  not  be  prodooed, 
nor  do  I  share  his  opinion,  as  to  the 
effect  which  will  be  prodoeed,  by  the 
passing  of  this  measure.  Single  women 
or  widows  who  pay  rates  and  taxes  either 
have  a  right  to  the  franchise,  or  they 
have  not.  I  claim  that  they  have  a 
right  to  it.  It  was  felt  by  many  that 
the  passing  of  thn  Franchise  Bill  last 
year  afforded  Parliament  a  fitting  op- 
portunity of  adopting  the  princi|de 
embodied  in  this  Bill.  I  regret  to  say, 
however,  a  great  many  hon.  Members— 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr. 
Illingworth),  and  others  whom  I  see 
sitting  near  the  hon.  Gentleman  now 
— though  pledged  to  the  principle  of 
this  Bill,  deliberately  voted  against 
the  proposal  to  engraft  it  upon  tiie 
Franchise  Bill.  I  contend  that  there 
would  have  been  very  little  difficulty  in 
passing  through  both  Houses  a  clause 
embodying  this  principle  in  tiie  Fran- 
chise Bill,  because  it  was  shown  that  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  Uranbeers  of 
both  Houses  were  Uien  in  favour  of  the 
enfranchisement  of  women.  Such  being 
the  case,  and  knowing  as  we  do  that 
at  least  100  Members  upon  the  Minis- 
terial side  of  the  House  pledged  to 
support  the  Bill  in  obedience  to  a 
Party  Whip  deliberately  went  into  the 
Opposition  Lobby  when  the  question 
was  introduced  during  the  passiog  of 
the  Franchise  Bill,  I  trust  the  second 
reading  will  beagreed  to  irithont  forUier 
delay. 

Mb.  EVERETT :  I  have  much  plea- 
sure in  supporting  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill.  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
there  is  no  class  of  people  now  exer- 
cising the  franchise  in  this  country  who 
would  ezeroise  it  more  intelligently  and 
more  independently  than  would  the 
class  this  Bill  proposes  to  enfranchise. 
I  know  many  women  who,  but  for  the 
fact  that  they  are  women,  would  be 
voters,  and  they  feel  most  keenly  the  de- 
privation they  suffer  in  not  being  al- 
lowed to  exercise  any  influence  in  the 
passing  of  the  laws  of  this  great  nation. 
We  have  a  lady  as  the  Soverogn  of  this 
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Kealm  ;  we  have  admitted  ladles  to 
exerciae  votes  in  respect  to  tlie  lower 
departments  of  public  life  ;  and  to  ex- 
clude them  from  any  voice  in  the  doings 
of  this  House,  where  measures  more  im- 
portant than  any  others  are  debated 
and  passed,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very 
unreasonable  and  inconsistent  proceed- 
ing on  our  part.  With  the  certain 
knowledge  that  a  large  number  of  this 
class  of  persona  would  exercise  the  fran- 
chise intelligently,  iodependently,  and 
with  an  earnest  desire  to  do  good  to  the 
country,  I  most  heartily  support  the  se- 
cond reading  of  this  BiU.  t  believe  tiiat 
by  passing  this  measnre  we  shall  still 
further  add  to  the  strength  which  was 
given  to  the  nation  by  the  extension  of 
the  franohise  during  the  last  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mk.  BEBESFORD  hope  :  I  appeal 
to  the  House  whether  the  length  and 
character  of  the  speeches  to  which  we 
have  just  listened  is  not  a  very  good 
argument  that  this  is  not  the  hour  or 
the  occasion  on  which  we  can  properly 
debate  this  measure  ?  Whether  the  BiU 
is  a  good  or  a  bad  Bill  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant Bill.  It  proposes  an  enormous 
and  unknown  addition  to  the  franchise — 
on  addition  to  the  franchise  of  a  class  of 
persons  totally  different  from  those  who 
nave  hitherto  voted.  It  comes,  too,  on 
the  very  morrow  of  the  largest  addition 
to  the  franchise  we  have  ever  had,  when 
I  think  everyone  might  have  wished 
and  have  expected  there  should  be  a 
little  breathing  time  to  see  how  the  ad- 
dition of  last  year  worked.  It  is  only 
by  the  merest  accident  that  it  has  been 
possible  to  bring  this  BiU  on  to-night — 
a  Government  night — and  now  we  are 
asked  to  hurry  it  through  with  five- 
minnte  speeches.  I  dare  say  the 
speeches  are  excellent.  Still,  they  are 
only  five-minute  speeches,  and  a  BiU  of 
this  sort  should  not  be  dealt  with  in 
five-minute  speeches.  In  point  of  fact, 
if  the  Bill  is  read  a  second  time  now  it 
will,  for  ^1  practical  purposes,  havebeen 
read  uodebated ;  fmd  to  carry  a  Bill  of 
this  nature,  exc^ent  as  it  may  be— and 
I  am  not  inclined  to  admit  it  is  excellent 
— would  be  nothing  less  than  a  scandal : 
it  would  be  a  misfortune,  because  it 
would  lower  very  considerably  the  na- 
tional respect  which  is  entertained  for 
the  way  we  do  our  business.  I  wish  to 
spare  the  time  of  the  House,  and  there- 
fore I  do  not  now  argue  the  Bill  on  its 


merits,  as  I  should  have  done  at  another 
and  more  reasonable  hour;  to-night  it 
is  quite  sufficient  to  argue  on  the  points 
I  have  mentioned.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Courtney),  who  moved  the  second 
reading,  pointed  out  that  it  was  only  pro- 
posed to  enfranchise  widows  and  spin^' 
ters,  and  not  married  women.  Whether 
that  is  an  advantage  in  itself  or  not— whe- 
ther it  is  an  encouragement  of  morality  or 
not,  I  will  not  say.  But  this  I  do  say — 
that  the  safeguard  is  tainted  with  the  pro- 
verbial woruilessness  of  all  safeguards. 
We  know  that  a  s^eguard,  generally 
speaking,  amounts  to  wist  to  be  thrown 
in  someone's  eyes.  If  we  allow  dust  to 
be  thrown  in  our  eyes  in  this  case,  we 
shall  in  a  short  time  see  very  respectable 
married  women  clamouring  at  our  doors 
and  demanding  a  share  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country, 

Mb.  JAMES  STUART:  I,  Sir,  also 
intend  to  make  a  short  speech,  although 
short  speeches  have  been  eo  much  com- 
plained of  by  the  right  hon.  Qentteman 
who  has  just  spoken  (Mr.  Beresfrad 
Hope).  I  am  rather  astonished  that  it 
should  be  felt  that  to  debate  a  subject  in 
five-minute  speeches,  if  they  are  to  the 
point,  is  a  disgrace  to  this  Araembly.  I 
am  Bure  that  a  Bill  like  this,  which  has 
been  so  long  before  the  country,  and  so 
frequently  I^fore  the  House  of  Oonmums, 
is  much  more  effectually  dealt  with  in 
subh  short  speeches  as  have  just  been 
deprecated  than  in  long  speeches.  I 
have  to  argue  in  favour  of  this  measure 
in  the  briefest  possible  manner.  It  is  a 
measure  of  justice,  Mr.  Speaker;  and  on 
that  ground  I,  for  one,  base  my  support 
of  it.  We  give  the  franchise  to  classes 
or  bodies  of  persons  for  a  double  reason — 
first,  because  they  have  their  own  in-  - 
terests  to  protect ;  and,  secondly,  for  no 
less  a  reason— namely,  that  it  is  very 
diffi.cult  to  ascertain  what  will  benefit  a 
given  class  of  people,  or  what  is  the  best 
way  to  deal  with  their  difficulties,  unless 
we  have  the  opinions  of  that  class  before 
us.  There  is  no  officially  recognized 
method  by  which  the  opinion  of  any 
body  of  persons  is  brought  to  the  notice 
of  this  House,  other  than  the  recording 
of  votes  at  the  ballot.  Women  are  at 
this  moment  gifted  with  a  considerable 
amoimt  of  political  infiuence.  That 
political  influence  is  now  exercised  free 
from  any  responsibility,  and  that  is  an 
evil  and  a  misfortune.  If  we  could  stop 
their  political  influence  we  might  get 
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rid  of  thd  misfortane ;  but  ve  «aiuiot  do 
that  now ;  and,  therefore,  why  not  attaoh 
responeibtlity  to  It?  I  beliere  that  the 
varied  misfortunes  which  hare  been  ao 
repeatedly  foretold  and  indicated  by  the 
right  hon.  Oeotleman  the  Member  for 
the  UniTersity  to  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  belong  will  vanish  under  the 
happy  touch  of  reapousibility. 

MjuCONYBEAEB:  I  do  not  propose 
to  detain  the  House  even  for  the  pro- 
verbial five  minutes,  but  merely  wish  to 
add  one  aigument  which  seems  to  have 
been  overlooked  by  hon.  Gtdntlemen 
who  have  already  ^oken — an  argument 
whiob,  X  think,  is  not  unworthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  House.  It  appears  to 
me  that  one  of  the  best  arguments  in 
favour  of  granting  this  measure  of  jus- 
iioe  to  those  who  have  been  denied  it  so 
long  is  that  women,  as  the  mothers  of 
future  generations,  can  and  do  exercise 
considerable  influence  upon  the  minds 
of  those  who  are  to  come  after  us.  We 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will 
be  to  the  interest  of  generations  yet  un- 
born that  the  mothera  of  our  poaterity 
i^ould  be  able,  by  having  the  vote,  to 
take  Buoh  an  interest  in  political  matters 
as  wiU  enable  them  to  Muoate  properly 
the  minds  of  their  children.  For  during 
the  early  years  of  childhood,  when  the 
infant  mind  is  most  open  to  receive  im- 
pressions^ it  is  from  the  mothor,  rather 
than  the  father,  that  the  child  derives 
that  instruction  which  it  mOat  readily 
asamilates.  No  one  can  have  studied 
the  history  of  this  country  without  know- 
ing that  ^s  question  has  been  debated 
many  years ;  and,  therefore,  if  we  can 
dispose  of  the  subject  now  in  fire- minute 
meeches  much  good  will  result. 

Mr.  EADCLIFFE  COOKE :  I  am 
one  of  the  many  new  Members  of  the 
House ;  and  if  I  feel  a  little  diffidence  in 
making  a  short  speech  n^n  this  Bill, 
the  House,  I  am  sure,  will  accord  me 
its  indulgence.  Sir,  it  does  astonish  me, 
as  an  Englishman  and  as  a  Member  of 
Uiis  deliberative  Assembly,  that  at 
1  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  in  three 
or  five-minute  speeches,  a  great  Oonsti- 
tational  change — a  ohange  greater  than 
any  that  has  evor  been  effected  in  any 
eountry  in  the  world — should  be  made 
by  a  jaded  Legislature.  [**  Oh ! "]  I 
suppose  that  I,  a  new  Member,  feel 
more  tired  than  experienced  Members, 
and  that  I  have  used  an  improper  word. 
I  heard  some  hon.  Membm  wltt>  >up- 

Mr.  Jantet  Stuart 


ported  this  Bill  apeak  of  havi^  had 
experience  of  women  franchise.  'V^eref 
I  think  that  it  is  only  in  the  somewhat 
wild  States  of  America — the  Mormon 
State,  for  instance — that  the  franchise 
has  been  given  to  women.  We  are 
asked  to  make  this  enormous  Constitu- 
tional change  on  such  experience  as 
that.  The  speeches  of  the  two  Mem- 
bers who  last  addressed  the  House 
were,  I  consider,  strongly  opposed  to 
the  measure.  Those  hon.  Members 
spoke  of  the  weight  and  importance 
in  the  country  of  married  women.  All 
the  advocates  of  this  measure  based 
their  support  of  it  upon  tiie  circum- 
stance that  the  grievance  which  one  sex 
suffers  springs  from  the  action  of  the 
othwaex,  and  that  those  grievanoes  can- 
not be  redressed  because  one  sex  have 
not  the  vote.  Now,  the  grievances  of 
which  women  complain  spring  from  the 
marital  relation.  I  suppose,  quite  un- 
consciously, I  have  been  very  amusing ; 
but  if  we  read  T^e  Woman'a  Suffrage 
Journal,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  me 
to-day,  we  find  that  it  is  because  of  the 
behaviour  of  the  husbands,  and  the 
rights  which  they  exercise  over  the 
property  of  their  wives,  that  the  women 
demand  the  franchise.  It  is  because 
husbands  come  home  drunk  and  kick 
their  wives,  and  sometimes  injure  the 
children — ^it  is  for  all  these  reasons, 
which  seem  to  me  to  be  associated  with 
the  marital  oonditloD,  that  the  franchise 
is  wanted  for  women.  Well,  the  hon. 
Members  who  bring  in  this  Bill  propose 
to  give  the  franchise  to  womw  who 
know  nothing  about  these  reasons, 
widows  who  had  known  something 
about  them,  and  spinsters.  Let  us  re- 
verse the  case.  Let  us  suppose  that  in 
this  country  the  franchise  was  conferred 
upon  women,  and  not  upon  men,  and 
that  we,  the  men,  wished  redress  from 
the  grievances  which  we  suffer  from  the 
women,  those  grievances  arising  only 
as  they  can  arise,  out  of  the  marital  re- 
lations. I  have  repeatedly  said  I  sup- 
pose I  am  very  amusing ;  but  I  would 
respectfully  ask  the  House  what  griev- 
fuices  spinsters  and  widows  suffer  from 
men  ?  Well,  should  we  be  satisfied  if 
it  was  proposed  to  give  the  franchise 
only  to  old  bachelors  and  widowers? 
The  hon.  Member  based  his  argu- 
ment upon  the  question  of  personal 
fitness,  yet  he  seeks  to  exclude  the  fittest 
of  Uieir  sex  who  are  eelected  for  the 
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moBt  important  fiinction.  IZaughUr.']  show  that  this  is  a  very  grave  qawtion. 
It  is  no  laughing  matter ;  it  is  getting  |  We  all  admit  that ;  for  it  is  dear  that 
beyond  that.  We  ore  exduding  the  |  the  Bill  would  interfere  with  the  politi- 
most  fitting  of  their  sex — namely*  those  ,  oal  prospeeta  of  this  country — and  still 
who  are  selected  for  the  moat  important  ]  more  so  on  any  future  extension  of  the 
functions.   All  the  grievances  suffered  franchise  hereafter.    Such  a  question 


by  women  arise  out  of  the  marriage  re- 
laticMQ.  Host  Members  in  this  House 
desirous  of  seeing  classes  repre- 


are 

sented,  and  the  class  of  women  who 
suffer  grievances  at  the  hands  of  men 
are  not  the  spinsters  and  widows,  but 
tite  married  women ;  and  if  women  are 
to  be  represented  at  all,  the  married 
women  ought  to  hare  thmr  interests 
xepresented  in  Farlianent.    Uy  hon. 
Priend  on  my  right  says  that  married 
women  do  not  pay  taxes ;  but  that  is 
not  the  point.  The  point  is  whether  we 
shall  give  women,  as  w<nnen,  the  rote,  or 
not.   Further  than  that,  if  we  pass  this 
Bill,  it  is  inevitable  that  we  must  even- 
tually admit  women  to  Farliameotary 
representation.  I  will  tell  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber why  I  think  so.    Will  women  be 
satisfied  by  being  represented  by  per- 
sons of  the  opposite  sex  ?   Is  it  likely 
they  will  be  satisfied  by  the  franchise 
being  given  to  widows  and  spinsters? 
It  appears  to  me  inevitable  that  they 
would  demand  to  hare  women  Bepre- 
sentatives  of  women.   We  are  not  satis* 
fied  unless  we  have  class  Bepreeenta- 
tives ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  women 
will  not  be  satisfied  unless  they  are  re- 
presented  by  their  own  sex.   I  hare 
only  one  word  more,  and  that  is  that  a 
measure  so  important  as  thid— more  im- 
portant than  any  Beform  Bill  th«t  was 
ever  introduced,  whatever   its  scope 
might  ultimately  be — ought  not  to  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  a  private  Member, 
but  should  be  dealt  with  on  the  respon- 
sibility of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Sir  EENBY  JAMES :  I  have  risen 
BO  often  in  past  Parliaments  to  discuss 
this  question  that  I  should  not  have 
taken  part  in  the  debate  on  this  Bill  if 
it  had  been  brought  on  under  ordinary 
<nraamatancea.  Z  do  not  intend  to  dis- 
onsB  the  merits  of  the  question  now 
but  I  think  that  an  opportunity  should 
be  afibrded  for  those  who  oppose  the 
measure  to  be  in  their  places.  My  hon. 
Friend  was  within  his  right  in  niovin| ' 
the  second  reading  of  tus  Bill ;  but  I 


does  not  deserve  to  be  dealt  with  in  five- 
minute  speeches.  In  this  new  Parlia- 
ment, when  the  subject  was  being  dis- 
cussed before  Members  who  had,  pro- 
bably, never  heard  it  discussed  before, 
I  think  that  so  imporiant  a  measure 
should  not  be  introduced  for  the  first 
time  at  this  hour.  At  all  events,  it  can- 
not be  dealt  with,  at  least,  from  &e 
point  td  view  of  those  ^ho  oppose  it  in 
fire-nunute  speeches;  for  they  have 
mnoh  to  say  upon  the  sabjeot,  and  the 
opportunity  is  not  afforded  them  to-nfght 
to  discues  it.  I  appeal  to  those  who 
support  the  Bill.  If  it  is  to  have  any 
weight  in  the  country,  will  it  not  be 
better,  before  voting  for  or  against  so 
grave  a  change,  to  learn  the  views  of 
the  occnpantsof  the  Ministerial  Benches? 
I  will  keep  my  word,  and  I  will  not  take 
part  in  the  discussion  of  the  Bill ;  but 
those  who  are  opposed  to  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  ought  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  addressingthe  House ;  and,  therefore, 
with  a  view  of  enabling  others  to  discuss 
ike  question,  I  beg  to  more  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— {Sir  Smry  JamM.) 

ThbOHANOELLOE  ot  THxEXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  Wllliam  HABOornr) : 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  force  in  what 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  has 
said  upon  this  subject.  When  the  lata 
Home  Secretary  (Sir  E.  A^heton  Ooss) 
suggested  that  we  should  adjourn  the 
House  I  quite  ooncuned  and  voted 
with  him,  and  I  am  sorry  that  the 
majority  was  not  in  favour  of  adopting 
that  ooxtrse.  Although,  after  all,  we 
might  deal  with  small  measures  on  the 
first  night  of  a  Session,  it  has  never 
been  according  to  custom  to  deal  with 
Bills  of  first-rate  importance  on  such 
ocoasions ;  and,  as  everybody  knows  &a,i 
this  is  a  measure  of  first-rate  in^Knrtanoe, 
nobody  expected  that  it  woula  oome  on, 
at  this  Srtting.    My  ri^t  hon.  and 


think  I  am  also  within  my  right  in  say- 1  learned  Priend  thought  very  properly 


ing  that  it  was  not  expeeted  that  the 
second  reading  would  be  taken  to-night. 
'fha.t  being  bo,  I  will  not  detain  the 
HouMi  by  entering  into  argomenta  to 


that  so  important  a  question  should  not 
be  taken'when  none  of  the  Leaders  of 
the  Part^  opposite  are  in  their  places. 
It  is  porfeotiy  certain  that  this  dxTiiu)& 
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vill  be  regarded  in  the  Honae  and  in 
the  country  as  a  sna;pped  diviBion . 
Everybody  knows  that  it  is  so.  Nobody 
expected  that  the  question  of  female 
Buffit^e  would  be  dealt  with  to-night ; 
and  it  would  not  be  fair  to  the  House 
or  to  the  country  that  in  a  new  Parlia- 
ment, and  at  euch  an  hour,  a  question 
of  such  magnitude  should  be  dealt  with 
in  this  absurd  way.  I  shall  certainly 
support  the  Motion  of  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate. 

Sm  JOHN  GOEST :  I  am  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
second  the  proposal,  because  the  Motion 
for  the  adjonrnmeot  of  the  House  was 
suggested  by  him  to  the  right  Kon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  opposite. 

IThb  OHANOELLOE  of  the  EXOHE- 
QXJEB :  It  was  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  late  Home  Secre- 
taw. 

8iE  JOHN  GOEST :  Wben  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite 
^Bir  Henry  James)  rose,  he  had  no 
intention  ox  moving  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  until  it  was  suggested  to  him 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  on  previous 
occasions  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  about  enbmission  to  the  will 
of  the  H  ouse  ;  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
division  taken  which  ehovred  the  will 
of  the  House,  it  was  that  which  was 
taken  a  short  time  ago,  when  the  House 
deliberately  decided  that  it  would  deal 
with  this  question  now.  What  is  the 
objection  to  this  course  ?  It  is  that  the 
question  has  not  been  adequately  dis- 
cussed. If  this  was  a  new  question, 
there  might  be  a  great  deal  in  that 
argument ;  but  it  is  a  very  old  question, 
and  has  been  discussed  over  and  over 
again;  and  although  we  have  had 
amusing  speeches  to-night,  there  has 
not  bean,  one  single  new  argument 
advanced  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
Now  the  House,  which  is  a  fall  one, 
has  decided  that  they  would  come  to  a 
division  on  the  second  reading  to-night. 
The  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  knows, 
and  we  all  know,  that  there  will  be 
ample  opportunity  for  those  who  oppose 
the  Bill  to  express  their  opinions  upon 
it  in  its  future  stages ;  but  I  do  not 
suppose  that  there  are  half-a-dozen  I 
Members  in  the  House  who  have , 
not  made  up  their  minds  upon  this 
subject  years  ago ;  and  all  I  ask  is  tiiat 


in  this  full  House,  in  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  House,  we  shall  be  allowed 
to  express  our  opinion  on  the  second 
reading  of  this  measure.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  hope  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  not  press  his 
Motion  to  a  division ;  but  if  he  does,  I 
trust  the  House  will  adhere  to  its 
former  decision. 

Mb.  T.  H.  HEALT:  I  should  like 
to  point  out  to  new  Members  what  the 
Motion  for  Adjournment  really  means. 
If  the  Motion  for  Adjourament  is  agreed 
to,  all  hope  of  passing  the  Bill  must  be 
abandoned,  for  it  will  inevitably  be 
blocked  or  talked  out  on  future  days, 
and  would  have  no  chance  whatever  of 
being  passed.  The  proposal  to  adjourn 
the  debate  is  exceedingly  disingenuous  ; 
but  the  eflfect  of  it,  if  passed,  would  be 
to  prevent  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  having  any  legislative  effect. 
The  supporters  of  this  Bill  are  entitled, 
when  tiiey  get  a  chance,  to  bring  it 
forward;  and  they  should  have  the 
courtesy  of  the  House  extended  to  them 
now  that  they  have  secured  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUABT :  The  history 
of  this  Bill  shows  that,  for  many  years 
past,  it  has  always  been  lost  because  of 
having  been  talked  out  on  a  Wednesday, 
or  because  of  having  been  blocked  after 
half-past  12  o'clock  at  night.  On  that 
ground,  and  because  the  measure  has 
been  fully  discussed  over  and  over  again 
in  past  years,  I  beseech  the  House  not 
to  lose  this  opportunity  of  passing  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  to  allow 
the  subject  a  fair  chance  of  being  con- 
sidered by  the  new  Parliament. 

Mr.  PULESTON:  Eeferenco  has 
been  frequently  made  to-night  to  the 
position  of  the  Bill,  and  its  chance  of 
coming  on  again  if  this  opportunity  is 
lost.  I  may  be  allowed  to  suggest  what 
will  be  easily  understood  by  evraybody 
— that  if  we  take  a  vote  on  the  question 
of  the  adjournment,  it  will  be  a  direct 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  not  only  a  direct  vote  against 
the  second  reading,  but  against  the 
principle  of  the  measure.  I  would  point 
out  that  this  is  not  the  first,  or  the 
second,  or  even  the  third  time  that  this 
and  similar  Motions  have  defeated  the 
Bill ;  and  I  shall  be  curious  to  know, 
after  we  have  taken  the  division,  how 
many  hon.  Gentlemen  pledged  np  to  the 
eyes  to  support  the  measure  have  gone 
iato  the  Iibbhy  on  a  Motion  of  this 
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kind  to  defeat  it,  as  they  did  last  year 
when  the  Beform  Bill  was  before  the 

House. 

Ma.  IlirNGWORTH  :  I  wish  to 
make  an  appeal  to  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Leader  of  the  Houee  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  for  one  moment.  It  will  be 
in  his  recoUection  that  many  Members 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  during  last 
Seauoii,  and  at  a  oritioal  moment  in  the 
progress  of  theBelbrm  Bill,  deliberately 
aupported  the  Goremment  when  they 
appealed  to  us  luit  to  giro  our  votes  in 
favour  of  this  measure.  Well,  to-night 
I  have  been  reproached  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Devonport 
(Mr.  Puleston)  for  the  course  I  took  on 
that  occasion.  I  would  remied  him  that 
I  got  up  on  that  occasion,  and  appealed 
to  the  House  not  to  jeopardize  the  mea- 
sure before  it,  but  to  postpone  the  vote 
on  the  principle  of  the  proposed  change 
to  a  time  when  the  matter  could  be  de- 
cided on  its  merits.  I  consider  that  that 
time  has  now  come,  I  should  be  quite 
content  if  25  out  of  every  100  Members 
hare  made  up  their  minds  on  the  Bill. 
When  the  Beform  Bill  was  before  us, 
and  that  ourions  move  was  made  by  the 
House  in  the  sudden  conversion  of  hon. 
and  right  hon.  Gtentlemen  who  were 
supposed  to  be  supporters  of  this  mea- 
sure, I  had  an  idea  that  the  feeling  then 
was  that  it  would  embarrass  the  Govern- 
ment to  e^end  the  franchise  to  women, 
and  might  lead  to  the  defeat  of  the 
Franchise  Bill.  I  would  remind  my 
hon.  Friend  that  it  wUl  be  found  that 
all  those  who  honestly  express  them- 
selvee  in  favour  

Me.  SPEAKEB  :  The  Question  before 
the  House  is  that  of  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate;  and  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  he  must  confine  him- 
self to  that. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  102 ;  Noes 
159 :  Majority  57.— (Div.  List,  No.  6.) 

SibHENBT  JAHES:  I  would  crave 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  just  to  say 
pne  word.  I  am  not  disposed,  if  I  may 
say  BO,  to  press  this  matter  further.  We 
have  made  our  protest  in  asking  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate ;  but  as  the 
adjournment  has  not  been  agreed  to, 
and  as  there  is  so  large  a  majority 
against  it,  it  would,  it  seems  to  me,  be 
discourteous  to  continue  further  oppo- 
oltion.  I  would  appeal  to  the  opponents 
ot  tho  Bill  not  to  tako  a  diviuon  against 
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the  second  reading.  If  we  do  the  result 
may  be  misunderstood  in  the  country. 
For  my  own  part,  I  shall  take  no  ehare 
in  any  division,  as  I  think  it  deairabU 
to  make  our  stand  on  another  stsge  of 
the  measure. 

Me.  CEEMER  :  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Sir 
Henry  James)  appeals  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  hun  to  postpone  the  const" 
deration  of  the  measure.  I  wish  to 
observe  that  there  are  many  Members 
of  the  House  who  would  have  been  glad 
to  have  spoken  on  the  subjeot  if  an  op- 
portunity liad  been  afiforded  them— hon. 
Gentlemen  who  feel  very  strongly  on 
the  subject  before  us.  For  myself,  I 
should  be  sorry  to  separate  myself  from 
my  political  Friends;  but,  in  common 
with  many  others,  I  feel  very  strongly 
on  the  matter,  and  should  have  liked  to 
have  spoken.  We  have,  however,  oome 
unprepared  to  do  so,  not  anticipating 
that  the  subject  would  come  on  to-night ; 
and,  under  the  circumstances,  I  think 
we  are  entitled  to  ask  the  indulgmce  of 
hon.  Members. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  seoond  time,  and  conmittei 
for  Tuesday  Snd  March. 

Retolved,  That  this  House  do  now  ad- 
journ.—(^r.  John  Talbot.) 

House  adjonmed  at  half 
alter  One  o'tdook. 


HOUSE    OP  LOBDS, 
IHda^t  19th  i^irHwy,  1886. 


Several  Lords — Took  the  Oath. 

MINUTES.]— Sebbional  Cokkittees— Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee,  appointtd  and  nomi- 
tucUd  ;  Comioittce  of  Saleotion,  appointed  and 
nominmtid. 

Public  Bius— JV»<   Brnding—Jjoiaaxij  Acts 

Amendment*  (12) ;  Lunacy*  (13). 

THE  mSIVEESlTY  OF  MALTA. 

QUBSnOK. 

VisoouMT  SIDMOUTH  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whe- 
ther he  would  lay  on  the  Table  a  Beport 
of  an  inquiry  into  certain  irregularitiea 
alleged  to  have  taken  place  in  connection 
with  the  matriculation  examination  in 
^  Umveiaity  of  Malta  ? 
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The  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  (Earl 
GhuBrmis),  in  reply,  said,  that  no  Be- 
port  upon  Uifl  Bubiect  had  been  received 
at  the  Colfniial  Office.  His  Fredeoessor 
in  Office,  in  eonsequence  of  a  Kotice 
■which  was  given  by  the  noble  Viscount, 
wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Malta  to  send 
a  Report  to  the  Colonial  Office ;  but  it 
had  not  yet  arrived.  "When  it  came  he 
would  look  it  through,  and  inform  the 
noble  Yisoount  whetner  there  would  be 
any  objection  to  its  production. 

BEPBESENTATIVE  PEEB  FOB  SCOT- 
LAND. 

The  lord  OHANOELLOE  ao- 
quainted  the  House  that  the  Olerk  of 
the  Parliaments  had  received  (bj  post) 
from  the  Lord  Olerk  Begister  of  Scot' 
land, 

Minutes  of  the  election  of  the  Earl 
of  Dundonald  as  one  of  the  sixteen 
Peers  of  Scotland,  4th  February  1886, 
in  room  of  Ounninehame  Lord  Borth- 
wick,  deceased;  ana 

Separate  Return  by  the  Xiord  Olerk 
Begister  of  certain  Titles  of  Peerage 
called  at  the  said  election,  in  right  of 
which  respectively  no  Toie  had  been 
received  and  counted  at  any  election  for 
fiftiy  yeara  then  last  past  (pursuant  to 
Aot  I4th  and  ISth  Tict.,  chap.  87.) 

BTAiroma  obbbbs  oohuittzs. 

The  Lords  following,  vith  the  Chairman  of 
Cotnmittees,  were  named  of  th«  Committee: — 

M.  Wincheiter.  L.  de  Boa. 

M.  Bath.  L.  Clinton. 

Ld.  Steward.  L.  Baye  and  Sele. 

E.  Devon.  L.  Balfoor  of  Barley. 

£.  Oarnarron.  L.  Boyle. 

K.  Oadogan.  L.  MonjwQ, 

E.  Milltown.  L.  Digby. 

E.  Belmore.  L.  Thurlow. 

E.  Chichester.  L.  Hopetonn. 

E.  Powifl.  L.  Foxford. 

£.yeralain.  L.  Oolcheater. 

E.  Morley.  L.  Silchester. 

E.  Amherst.  L.  De  Tabley. 

E.  Camperdown.  L.  Sudeley. 

.  E.  Ducie.  L.  Belper. 

E.  Lathom.  L.  Hartismere. 

V.  Hawarden.  L.  Penryhn. 

V.  Hutchinson.  L.  Wolverton. 

V.  Hardinge.  L.  Sandhurst, 

y.  Ereniley.  L.  ColTille  of  Cnlross. 

PBZTATfl  BILLS. 

All  Petitions  relating  to  Standing  Orders 
which  shall  be  presented  daring  the  prtsant 
Session  referred  to  the  Standing  Ordan  Com- 
nuttee  unless  otherwiw  ordered. 


OOIOOTTBE  at  siLEonoir. 

The  Lords  following ;  Tig., 

E.  Moriey.  L.  Boyle. 

E.  Lathom.  L.  ColvlUe  of  Culroaa. 

with  the  Chjurman  of  Committees  were  a|>- 
pointed  a  Committee  to  select  and  propose  to 
the  House  the  names  of  the  fire  Loras  to  form 
a  Select  Committee  for  the  considemtion  of 
each  opposed  Private  Bill. 

LUNAOT  ACTS  AACENDICKKT  BILL  f^EX.] 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  Aoti  tekting  to  luulioi 
—  Waa  prtaenttd  by  The  liOTd  Ghsacellor; 
read  l*.  (Ko.  12.) 

LUHACT  BILL  [h.L.] 

A  Bill  to  consolidate  the  enactments  reroeet- 
tng  lunatics  —  Was  prttmted  by  l%e  Lord 
Chuioellor;  read  1*.  (No.  13.) 

House  adjourned  at  half  past  Four  o'clock, 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter  before 
Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  OOUUONS, 

JFHdatft  I9th  Fdrtmyt  1886. 

KINTJTES.J—Niw  Hainisit  BwoBv— Stephen 

O'Mara,  eeqimo,/or  Queen's  County  (Ossory 
DivisioD). 

SsLBCT  CouMiTTBES— Printing,  t^tpoiuttd  and 
mminattd;  Mr.  Octavius  '^nghan  Morgan, 

appointed, 

SuppLT—emtiiferMf  In  CbMimfflw—OmL  Sxb- 
TioBs  (SirpFLnmiTlXT  EsiuuntB,  1885-4)  ; 
C1.ASBI. — -Pqbuc  Woaxs  ahd  Bciunrios, 
Votes  7,  10,  15;  Class  IL— Saubibs  axu 
Expenses  op  Civil  Dbpartukkts,  Votes  2, 
6,  6,  9,  10, 11,  15,  34,  41 ;  Class  IU.— Latt 
AKD  JuBTiCB,  Votes  5,  17,  27,  29. 

Public  Biua  —  Ordmd  —  Urtt  Mmding  — 
Ooal  Mines*  [92];  Glebe  Luds  *  [93]; 
Copyhold  and  Customary  Tenure  *  [94] : 
Common  Juries  Remunerauon*  [96];  Ground 
Oome  Act  (1880)  Amendment*  [96];  Bail- 
way  Regulation*  [97];  Education  (Scot- 
land) (Sdiool  Fees)  *  [98]  ;  Commoas  Ukd 
Inolosure  Acts  Amendment*  [99J;  FttrUa- 
mentary  Voters  Kenstratttm  •  [100]. 

Firat  Heading — Land  Registry  •  [911. 

Second  Seading  —  Theatres,  fto.  (Uetropcdia) 
[69],  (Msff  tt^'eurmd. 

QU£8TI0N8. 


EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  —  OOKPO- 
R4.L  PUNISHMENT  IN  S0H00L8- 
HILLE8DEN  NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 

Captain  VERNET  asked  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  case  of 
severe  corporal  punishment  inflicted  by 
Ellen  Schiolding,  schoolmistress  of  the 
Kalional  School,  Hillesden,  Bucking' 
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hamahiM,  on  Monday  IStii  Jannaxy 
1886,  upon  Harriett  S£nekbar7»  a  nuoni- 
tress,  aged  fonrteen  years,  for  the  offence 
of  laaghrag  in  oharch  the  previous  day ; 
and,  vhether  snoh  a  paoiYhment  for 
Buch  an  offence,  indicted  by  the  school- 
mistress in  school  hours,  and  justified 
by  the  school  managera,  meets  with 
the  approval  of  the  i^ucation  Depart- 
ment!' 

The  vice  PBESIDBNT  or  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Lyon  Playbaie),  in 
reply,  said,  this  was  one  of  the  oases, 
fortunately  very  rare,  in  whioh  a  teaoher 
panisbed  a  child  in  the  school  for  an 
offence  committed  in  the  church.  The 
punishment  was  unduly  severe,  and  the 
teacher  was  brought  before  the  magis- 
trates, who  dismissed  the  case,  but 
warned  the  mistress  to  be  more  careful 
in  future.  It  had  been  the  practice  of 
the  Department  to  abide  by  a  magiste- 
rial decision.  At  the  same  time  the  mis- 
tress had  been  reprimanded,  with  a 
warning  that  a  repetition  of  the  offence 
would  require  more  serions  action  than 
a  reprimand. 

BGYPT— WAK  IN  THE  SOUDAN-THE 
OARRISOy  AT  KABBALA. 

Ua.  O'KELLT  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary <rf  Stateibr  Fareign  Affairs,  Whether 
Her  Majesty'elate  Government  took  steps 
to  relieve  the  Egyptian  Qarrisoa  of  Kas- 
sala;  and,  if  so,  what  success  attended 
those  efforts,  and  what  is  the  present 
condition  of  the  town  and  garrisou  ? 

The  under  BEOBETABY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Betce):  The  relief  of 
Kaseala  was  the  subject  of  careful  con- 
sideration by  Her  Merjesty's  late  Go- 
vernment, as  appears  by  the  Parliamen- 
tary Papers  laid  before  the  House.  The 
various  proposals  made,. the  steps  taken, 
and  (he  results  could  hardly  be  explained 
within  the  usual  limits  of  an  answer  to  a 
Parliamentary  Question;  but  the  hon. 
Member  wiU  find  full  information  upon 
the  BuMect  in  the  Parliamentary  Paper, 
Egypt  No.  20, 1885,  recently  distributed, 
and  in  a  further  Paper  only  distributed 
this  momijig,  E^pt,  No.  3,  1886. 

Me.  O'KELLY  :  Have  the  Govern- 
ment any  information  in  regard  to  the 
present  coudition  of  the  Saasala  garri- 
son? 

Mk.  BBTCE:  The  hon.  Member  will 
find  the  latest  information  we  possess  in 
the  Paper  iseued  this  morning. 

VOL.  OOOIL    [thibd  sssies.') 


KmiOSIONB  IN  UINIBS— EEPOST  OF 
THE  KOYAL  COMMISSION. 

CoLOKBL  BLUNDELL  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment,  "Why  no  Eeport  bag  as  yet  been 
presented  by  the  Boyal  Oommission, 
appointed  in  1879 — 

'*  For  the  purpose  of  inqairing  and  rntortiiig 
whether,  with  respect  to  the  influence  of  nuotua- 
tioDs  of  atmospheric  pressure  apon  the  issue  of 
firedamp  from  coal,  to  the  adoption  ot  trust- 
worthy  indications  of  the  presence  of  firedamp, 
and  generally  to  modes  of  a^-stematic  observation 
of  tbe  air  in  mines ;  to  improved  methods  of 
TentilatioD  and  iUumioatioo ;  to  employment  of 
explosive  agents  in  the  getting  to.  minerals: 
and  to  other  particulars  relating  to  mines  and 
miniog  operations,  the  resources  of  acienee  fur- 
nish any  practicable  expedients  that  are  not 
now  in  use,  and  are  calculated  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  accidents  or  limit  their  disastrous 
consequences ;  " 

and,  how  soon  the  GommistionerB  may 
be  depended  upon  to  present  their  Re- 
port? 

The  SBOBETAET  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Childees),  in  reply,  said,  he  had  made 
careful  inquiry  as  to  the  dehiy  in 
production  of  this  Beport.  He  was 
assured  by  the  Chairman,  ol  the  Oommis- 
sion that  Hie  delay  had  been  inevitable, 
as  the  experiments  on  safer  methods  of 
blasting  had  been  too  important  to  be 
hurried  over.  The  Oommission  was  now 
sitting  three  days  a-week,  and  hoped  to 
have  their  Beport  ready  by  the  end  of 
the  month. 

THE  LUNACY  COMMISSIONKES  (IRE- 
LAND)-THE  REPORT. 

Mb.  W.  T.  CQBBET  asked  the  Ohief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Beport  of  the  Lunacy 
Commissioners,  Ireland,  for  the  year 
1884,  which  should  hare  been  issued 
last  year,  has  not  yet  been  delivered ; 
and,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  cause 
the  Annual  Beport  to  be  got  out  iu  a 
reasonable  time  after  the  expiration  of 
each  year  ? 

The  ohief  SECBETABT  (Mr. 
John  Moblet),  in  reply,  said,  the  Be- 
port was  in  course  of  preparation,  and 
no  time  would  be  lost  in  presenting  it  to 
Parliament. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  WRITERS. 

Me.  BIXON-HABTLAND  a^ed  Mr. 
Chancellmr  of  the  Ezehequer,  "Wliether 
an  early  reply  may  be  expected  from 

3  A 
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tb»  Lordfl  OoBuaie^i^rfl  of  Her  Ma- 
joity's  Trfluury  to  the  Memorial  of  the 
OiTU  Service  Writers,  wMoh  was  recom- 
'  mended  to  their  liordshipn'  favourable 
ooneideration  by  120  Membere  of  Par- 
liament nearlr  six  months  ago  ? 

THgCHANCEIJX)B  of  the  EXOHB- 
QTTEB  (Sir  Willux  Habooitbt]  said, 
that  this  matter  had  not  yet  come  before 
him ;  but  he  had  reason  to  believe  it 
■iranld  do  so  baftne  long; 

MBTROPOLIS-OEDER  IN  THE  ffTREETS 
—DUTIES  OF  THE  HOfitE  OFFICE. 

Ub.  BUBDETT-COUTTS  asked  the 
Beoretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, 'V^ether,  whm  full  notice  is  given 
of  a  public  meeting  to  be  held  in  the 
streets  of  London,  under  circumstances 
of  obvions  danger  arising  from  indus- 
trial depression,  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  practice  of  the  Home  Office  to  take 
the  initiative  in  the  defence  of  the  public 
peaoo  by  living  such  special  directions 
to  the  police  authoriiiea  as  will  support 
them  in  the  unusual  course  of  adopting 
severe  coercive  measures  towards  a 
public  demonstration  ? 

The  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
CoiLDEBs'l:  In  reply  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, I  hare  to  say  that  when  notice  is 

S'ven  of  a  public  meeting  to  be  held  in 
e  straetSf  the  custom  is  for  the  Gom- 
missionen  of  Bidicc  to  take  the  initiative 
by  issuing  such  orders  to  their  men  as 
they  may  think  necessary  for  preserving 
the  public  peace,  such  orders  being 
afterwards  sent  to  the  Home  Office  in  a 
.printed  form,  as  I  explained  yesterday. 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  different  course 
would  be  taken  if  there  was  danger  of 
the  peace  being  disturbed  by  industrial 
depression,  though,  nodoubt,  the  conduct 
of  the  Police  Authorities  in  dealing  with 
open-air  meetings  are  always  guided  by 
their  knowledge  of  the  objects  of  the 
meeting  and  me  behaviour  of  those 
attending  it 

TBE  MEBOHAKT  SESYICE-THE 

SUA.CK  "  OOLUMBINE." 
Hb.  jacks  asked  the  Secretary  to 
tho  Admiralty,  If  he  will  explain  why 
no  proper  search  or  pursuit  was  made 
aftot  the  smack  Columbut«y  which  lately 
drifted  from  Lerwick  to  the  Norwegian 
Ooast  with  an  invalid  on  board,  although 
two  of  Her  Majeety's  despatch  boats, 
the  Miffle  and  the  Aetm,  as  also  the 

Mr.  Dixon-Rartland 


fishery  cutter  ryfba^,  ««r*lyis^i^tn 
Graaton  Harbour  all  fully  manned  f 

The  SEOEETAET  to  thb  ADMI- 
BALTY  (Mr.  Hibbsbt),  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  telegram  asking  for  aseistanoe 
in  searching  for  the  smack  Colttmhiiu  did 
not  reach  &e  Admiraltjy  until  Tuesday, 
the  accident  havingoceumd  on  the  pre- 
vious Saturday.  The  .Aetivt  and  the 
Haif/e  were  Coastguard  sailing  yawls; 
the  Vigilantf  also  a  sailing  vessel,  he- 
longed  to  tho  Scotch  Board  of  Fisheries, 
and  was  not  under  Admiralty  orders. 
Looking  at  the  tinw  that  had  elapsed 
since  the  aoddent,  and  the  fact  that 
there  were  local  steamers  that  had  been 
emj^oyed  and  that  could  be  re-employed, 
the  Admiralty  informed  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  the^  had  no  vessel  that  could 
be  sent  to  search  for  the  smack  with  any 
hope  of  success.  He  might  add  that  if 
the  Admiralty  had  any  vessel  lying  at 
Lerwick,  or  anywhere  in  the  Immediate 
neighbourhood,  they  would  have  been 
very  glad  to  rmder  all  tiie  assistance  in 
their  power. 

]BDUCATI0N-^02I.ATIflin)ANaE  AT 
SCHOOLS. 

Mb.  JENNINGS  asked  the  Secretan- 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  li 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  large 
number  of  summonses  issued  against 
parents  of  the  poorest  class  for  not 
sending  their  children  to  school,  these 
summonses  in  many  instances  resnlting 
in  imprisonment ;  and,  whether  he  Is 
disposed  to  instruct  the  magistrates  to 
show  greater  consideration  and  lenieooy 
in  their  power  to  inflict  imprisonment, 
especially  in  oases  where  illness  or  great 
poverty  occanmis  fhs  non-attend«Me  of 
children  ? 

Ths  SEORETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Ohildess)  :  As  far  as  fike  Home  Office 
is  aware,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  the  law  is  being  administered  with 
harshness,  or  without  due  regard  to  all 
the  circumstances  of  each  case.  I,  Uiere- 
fore,  see  no  occasion  to  issue  instructions 
to  the  magistrates  with  respeot  to  thor 
duties  in  this  matter. 

Mb.  JENNINGS  said,  that  as  there 
were  40  summonses  before  the  Police 
Courts  lately  he  would  ask  the  Question 
again  on  Monday. 

TARIFF  AND  CUSTOMS  ACT,  1876. 

Mb.  king  asked  Mr.  OhanceUor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Whether  i«  view  of  the 
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faot  tut  SMtlon  179  of  "The  Tariff 
and  Oaetoms  Act,  1876/'  by  proTiding 
that— 

"Every  person  who  shall  he  found  to  have 
been  on  board  any  ship  or  boat  liable  to  for- 
feiture, shall  forfeit  a  snm  not  ezceediuK  one 
kmdrsd  poaodi,  and  nay  be  taken  bemra  a 
juitiM  to  be  dealt  mtb," 

by  its  terms  exposes  innocent  persons  to 
conviotioD,  he  proposes,  in  accordance 
with  the  answer  of  his  predecessor,  to 
take  early  steps  to  repeal  or  alter  that 
section  ? 

The  chancellor  op  the  HXOHE- 
QTIER  (Sir  William  Harcottet),  in 
leply,  said,  his  IVedecewor  called,  for  a 
Beport  on  this  subject  from  the  Oom- 
mimioner  of  Customs.  He  wonld  ask 
tiiat  this  Beport  should  be  communi- 
cated to  him,  and  the  matter  would 
then  receive  bis  consideration. 

THE  INDIAN  CIVIL  ADMINISTRATION 
—THE  GOVEfiNUBNT  OP  INDIA  ACT, 
1868. 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON  asked  the 
XToder  Secretary  cS.  State  for  India, 
Whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  by  The 
OMf  newspaper  on  the  9th  instant,  and 
by  The  Times  on  the  lOfeh,  that  certain 
exteasive  changes  in  the  oonstitution  of 
the  branebes  of  tbe  Indian  Civil  Ad- 
ministration will  shortly  be  brought 
under  oonsideration ;  whether  it  is  in- 
tended that  such  changes  will,  previous 
to  the  necessary  legislation  or  Orders, 
be  submitted  to  a  6^eot  Committee  of 
this  House;  and,  whether  Her  Majesty's 
GoTenunmt  intend  to  propose  a  Com- 
mittee upon  Indian  AdmiDiatration 
during  thepreaent  Session ? 

Mb.  HuNTEB  asked,  Whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  QoTamment  to 
appoint  a  Oopunittee  of  Inquiry  into 
ihe  operation  of  the  Goremment  of 
India  Act,  1868? 

Tbb  UNDEE  secretary  op 
STATE  (Sir  Ughtbbd  Kat-Shuttlb- 
worth),  in  reply,  said,  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  intention  to  bring;  such, 
changes  under  consideration  as  those 
xeferred  to  by  the  rig^t  hon.  Baronet. 
In  reply  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
Question,  he  had  to  state  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  intended  to  propose 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  the  ap- 
poiatment  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  In- 
quury.  Ferhapa  the  hon.  Member  for 
^orai  Abflfdeen  {Dk.  Hunter)  wotdd 
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allow  him  to  add,  in  answer  to  his  Qoe*- 

tion,  that  the  operation  of  the  Ootom- 
ment  of  India  Aet,  18S8,  would,  of 
course,  eome  under  the  conedderation  of 
the  Committee. 

DEPKESSION  OF  TRADE  AND  IN- 
DUSTRY-DISTRESS AT  SHIPBUILD- 
ING PORTS. 

Mb.  GOURLEY  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  If 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
serious  extent  of  the  distress  of  the 
artizan  classes  which  has  existed  for 
nearly  two  years  at  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  Bnipbuilding  ports  of  the  United 
Kingdom ;  if  so,  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemraent  intend  endeavouring  to 
ameliorate  the  distress,  by  promoting 
systematic  State  -  aided  Emigration, 
either  with  or  witiiout  the  co-operation 
of  the  agents-general  of  tiie  Oolonial 
Government? 

The  under  SEORBTAST  op 
state  (Mr.  OsBOBHS  Morgah),  in  repW, 
said,  his  attention  bad  been  called  to  the 
subject.  He  had  just  come  f^om  attend- 
ing a  very  large  and  representative  de- 
putation which  had  waited  upon  the  Se* 
cretary  of  State  on  this  subject.  Lord 
Granville,  after  hearing  the  views  of  the 
deputation,  expressed  his  deep  sym- 
pathy with  the  sufferers  from  the  state 
of  things  which  was  described  to  him, 
and  solicited  a  more  detailed  statement 
of  the  scheme  which  tho  Government 
were  asked  to  adopt,  especially  ^om  a 
financial  point  of  view.  Meantime,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  not  come  to 
any  decision  upon  the  question.  Bat 
the  extent  and  character  of  the  existing 
distress  were  the  aubjeot  of  careful  in- 
quiry by  the  Local  GOTemment  Board, 
who  were  also  giving  thdr  anxious  con- 
sideration to  the  various  suggestions 
which  had  been  made  for  its  relief.  He 
might  add  that  the  communications 
begun  by  Her  Majesty's  late  Govern- 
ment respecting  possible  means  of  assist- 
ing emigration  by  the  diffusion  of  in- 
formation for  intending  emigrants  were 
being  carried  on  by-  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  in  con jonotion  with 
the  Treasury,  with  the  Colonial  Agents 
General,  and  with  private  ossooif^ons 
who  promote  emigration,  bat  that  tt 
would  be  premature  to  announce  any 
final  dn^tm  on  the  matter  at  pre- 
Mnt. 

2  A? 
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UETBOPOLIS-LOKSON  UTTKIOIFAL 
BEFOBlf. 

Mb.  JAMES  8TUA£T  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, What  are  the  intentions  of  Her 
lCajeaty*8  Gh)rernnient  with  respect  to 
the  Reform  of  the  Municipal  uovem- 
ment  of  London  P 

The  SECBETAHY  of  BTATE  (Mr. 
Ckiluers)  :  My  hon.  Friend  will  under- 
stand tbat  it  is  impcesible  for  me  at 
the  present  moment,  within  a  few  days 
after  taking  Office,  to  giro  any  definite 
pledge  of  the  intentions  of  the  Gorern- 
ment  on  so  important  a  question. 

CGNTBAL  AMERICA.-THE  PANAMA 
CANAL. 

Ub.  MAGKUC  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  any  person  has  been  autho- 
rised, aa  has  been  stated,  to  represent 
this  Country  upon  the  inquiry  into  the 
condition  of  the  works  in  connection 
with  ^e  Panama  Canal  which  is  now 
being  held  upon  the  spot  under  the 
direction  M,  de  Iiesseps ;  and,  if  so, 
who  that  person  is,  and  what  are  his 
instructi(Hua  ? 

This  UNDEB  SEOBETABT  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bbtcx):  The  statement 
referred  to  is  inoorrect.  No  person  has 
been  authorized  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  represent  thia  oountiy  upon 
the  inquiry  in  question. 

Tfl£  SUEZ  CANAL. 

Mb.  MAGNIAO  asked  the  Under 
Seoretaty  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  legal  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  question  of  widening  the  Sues  OanaX 
which  the  late  GoTomment  informed 
the  House  was  being  taken,  has  yet 
been  obtained ;  if  so,  when  it  and  the 
case  submitted,  and  any  other  papers 
bearing  upon  the  question,  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  ? 

The  UNDEE  SEOEETAET  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Brtob)  :  The  opinion  has 
sot  yet  been  obtained  owing  to  the 
ehange  of  Government.  The  Imports  of 
the  law  Offloers  of  the  Crown  are  con- 
fidential Fapws,  and  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  usage  and  precedent  to  lay 
them  b^ore  Parliament.  As  soon  as 
the  oonmnmieationt  betveon  Her  Ma- 
ieatgr^s  Ooremment  and  that  of  Egypt 
hare  come  to  a  dieaaite  isnw  Papers  wUl 


be  laid  on  Hie  Table  wbioh  will  afbrd 
fuU  Information  upon  the  aubject. 

SCOTLAND— FABM  SERVANTS— A 
BOYAL  COMMISSION. 

Bb.  glare  naked  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  If  the  Goremment,  in  view  of 
future  legislation  regarding  the  agrionl- 
tnral  labourers,  will  appoint  a  Boyal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
of  the  farm  serrante  of  Scotland  as  to 
their  system  of  service  and  hours  of 
labour,  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
Bothy  system  is  still  carried  on,  and 
the  physical  and  moral  results  of  that 
system  ? 

The  SECEETABY  fob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Trbv£I<tan)  :  The  Government 
have  not  had  any  complaint  of  late  years 
with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  farm 
servants  in  Scotland  which  would  ap- 
pear to  call  for  the  appointment  of 
another  Boyal  Commission  —  always 
rather  a  serious  matter  when  there  are 
so  many  subjects  into  which  inquiry  is 
demanded.  The  condition  of  the  Scotch 
agricultural  labourer  was  very  fully  in- 
quired into  by  the  Commission  on  the 
Employment  of  Young  Persons  and 
Women  in  Agriculture.  In  point  of 
fact,  it  was  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  on 
all  subjects  relating  to  the  agricultural 
population;  and  the  Commission  devoted 
to  Scotland  the  whole  of  their  Fourth 
Eeport,  of  the  year  1870,  some  500 
pages  long.  I  cannot  think  the  state  of 
affairs  has  changed  sufficiently  to  de- 
mand fresh  inquiry ;  and  I  would  be 
very  glad  if  hon.  Gentlemen  examine 
this  Eeport  very  carefully  before  they 
make  up  their  minds  that  further  in- 
quiry is  necessary. 

INBU  (BENGAL)-LIiaAL  APPOINT- 
MBNTS. 

Mr.  HUNTEE  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India,  Whether  the 
Chief  Justice  of  Bengal  is  about  to  take 
leave ;  whether,  on  a  former  occasion 
when  the  Chief  Justice  took  leave,  the 
senior  puisne  Judge,  Mr.  Mitter,  was 
appointed  to  act  as  Chief  Justice  during 
biB  absence ;  and,  whether,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  the  same  course  would  be 
followed,  or  a  Judge  junior  to  Mr. 
Mitter  appmnted  ? 

The  under  SECBETAEY  of 
STATE  (Sir  Ugbtiubd  KAT-SHnriLB- 
wobth):  Sir  Biohard  Garth  has  ftnmd 
leave  of  absence  to  be  absolutely  neoee- 
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•ary,  beoftuse  of  the  state  of  bis  health' 
He  has,  at  the  same  time,  expressed  a 
vish^io  retire ;  and  I  have  reason  to  know 
that  bj  the  end  ef  Maroh  his  retirement 
irill  take  plaoe.  In  that  case  it  is  not 
likely  that  a  teaaporary  appointment  will 
be  necessary.  I  believe  that  what  is 
stated  in  the  seooad  paragraph  of  the 
Questioa  is  quite  ooireot.  There  has 
baea  a  rumour  that  Ur.  Joatioe  Oun- 
nin^^uui  would  be  appointed  to  aofe  in 
SirBiohard  Gharth's  absence;  bnt  tiiat 
rumour  has  no  foundation.  Nor  it  is 
true  that  there  has  been  an  intention  to 
pass  over  Mr.  Mitter. 

DEFBESSION  OF  TRADE  AND  INDUS. 
TRY— THE  TIKEMPLOTBD-HAR- 
BOTJRS  OF  REFUGE. 

SiE  EDWARD  BIEKBECK  asked 
the  rirst  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  AVhether 
he  will  give  his  serious  consideration  to 
the  advisability  of  employing  workmen, 
who  at  the  present  time  are  without  em- 
ployment on  account  of  the  existing  de- 
pression, in  order  to  carry  out  at  once 
the  necessary  works  for  the  formation  of 
harbours  of  refuge  on  the  East  and 
North  £aRt  Coasts  of  England  ? 

The  FIEST  LOED  (Mr,  W.  E.  Glad- 
stoztb)  :  It  would  more  properly  apper- 
tain to  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Govemment  Board  to 
answer  a  Question  rolating  to  the  em- 
ployment of  workmen  who,  unfortu- 
nately, are  out  of  employment ;  but  1  am 
very  glad  to  meet  the  Question  after 
having  communicated  with  my  right 
hon.  Friend.  And,  Sir,  what  I  have  to 
say  is  that  there  are  many  reasons  which 
would  prevent  me  from  holding  out  the 
expectation  desired  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man— namely,  that  we  would  carry  out 
the  necessary  works  for  the  formation  of 
harboursof  refuge  on  the  East  and  North- 
East  Coasts  of  England.  One  among 
those  reasons  is  that  there  has  been,  and 
there  is,  aided  by  the  public  in  a  bene- 
ficial manner,  a  large  amount  of  private 
enterprize  in  connection  with  works  of 
that  kind ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  an  an- 
nouncement such  as  the  Question  asks 
would  paralyze  that  private  enterprize, 
and  very  possibly  lead  to  the  dismissal 
of  a  number  of  persons  now  employed. 

CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND-SALE  OF 
ADVOW80N8. 

Vb.  BABTLEY  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treaauty,  Whether  his  attention 
baa  been  eaUed  to  the  sale  by  priyate 


auction  of  the  advowEon  of  St.  Cathe- 
rine's Ohuroh,  Abercromby  Square, 
Liverpool,  on  the  1 1th  of  February  last, 
when  it  was  reported  that  the  biddkig 
began  at  £100,  and  increased  by  small 
amounts  till  itreacbed£700,  the  reserved 
price ;  that  there  was  a  large  attend- 
ance, and  the  bidding  went  on  amid 
considerable  excitement  till  the  sum  of 
£1^065  waa  reached,  when  the  advow- 
Bon  was  sold ;  and,  whether  the  Gtovem- 
ment  will  bring  in  a  Bill  this  Session  to 
atop  such  a^s  in  the  Established 
Church? 

Thk  FIEST  LOED  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stone) :  I  am  oo^izant  of  the  evil  prac- 
tices connected  with  sales  of  the  rights 
of  Church  property ;  and  I  am  very  de- 
sirous that  Parliament  should  entertain 
favourably  any  reasonable  measure  for 
the  purpose  of  checking  or  putting  an 
end  to  these  abuses.  I  have  always  en- 
deavoured to  promote  and  obtain  facdli- 
ties,  aafaraslcouldjfordisonssingmea* 
snres  of  that  kind  in  this  House ;  but  I 
own  that  measures  of  that  kind  might 
Tery  well  be  left  in  the  hands  of  private 
Members.  I  do  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  present  state  of  its  actual 
and  possible  engagements,  conid  under- 
take to  bring  in  any  such  Bill. 

DEPRESSION  OF  TRADE  "AND  INDUS- 
TRY—THE COMMISSION  OF 
INQXnUY. 
Mb.  ASHMEAD-BAETLETI  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther ha  will  state  to  the  House  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Gkivemment  with  regard 
to  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the 
Depression  of  Trade  ;  and,  whether  Her 
Maj  esty's  Government  will  provide  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  continuance  of 
the  work  of  the  Commission  P 

The  PBE8IDENT  op  the  BOAED 
OF  TEAPE  (Mr.  Munbeixa)  :  I  am  de- 
sired by  the  Prime  Minister  to  answer 
the  hon.  Member's  Question.  I  may 
say  that  Uiere  is  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  depart  from  the 
usual  practice,  and  to  interrupt  or  inter- 
fere with  the  work  of  the  Eoyal  Com- 
mission. On  the  oontraty,  I  can  say,  on 
behalf  of  my  own  Department  and  of 
the  GoTeroment,  that  they  are  wilUng  to 
give  to  the  Commission  ail  the  informa- 
tion and  assistance  in  their  power. 

Me.  ASHMEAD-BAETLETT:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  answered 
the  latter  part  of  my  Qoeetion. 
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Mr.  MUNDELLA:  I  think  I  have, 
I  aaid  we  were  willing  to  give  "  all  the 
assistance  in  our  power." 

DEPRESSION  OF  TBADE  AND  INDUS- 
TRY—THE  INQUIRY. 

Hb.  a.  J.  BAIiFOITS  asked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Goremment 
Board,  Whether  he  intended  to  lay 
before  the  House  the  information  which 
he  would  ohtain  in  answer  to  the  in- 
quiry he  was  now  conducting  as  to  the 
degree  aud  the  extent  of  the  prevEdling 

The  PEESIDENT  (Mr.  Joseph 
CHAMBERLAm)  :  Tes,  Sir.  The  inquiries 
I  am  conducting  are  very  extensive.  I 
have  addressed  Circulars  to  various 
local  bodies  and  private  individuals; 
and  I  have  already  received,  and  still 
receive,  a  great  deal  of  information  on 
the  subject.  As  soon  aa  this  approaches 
oompletion  I  propose  to  lay  Papers  on 
the  Table. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE— THE  RECORDER- 
SHIP  OF  LIVERPOOL. 

LoBD  €!LAUB  HAMILTON  asked 
tlie  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, Whether  a  gentleman  had 
been  appointed  to  the  Becordership  of 
Liverpool ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  bad 
received  any  commnnioation  from  the 
Corporation  of  Livei^ool  with  regard  to 
the  salary  attacbioo;  to  the  office ;  and 
whether  any  reply  had  been  sent  ? 

The  8E0RETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Ohudxbs)  said,  he  should  reply  to  this 
Question  on  Monday,  the  Notice  of  it 
having  only  readied  him,  a  short  time 
aga- 
in reply  to  Sir  B.  Asshetoit  Cross, 

Mr.  OHILDEBS  said,  that  the  ap- 
pointment rested  with  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, and  not  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Dtudiy  of  Lanmater. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS     OP  THE 
HOUSB— THE  CHAIRMAN  OF 
COMMITTEES. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH:  I 
wish  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury a  Question  bearing  on  the  Busi- 
ness of  this  evening.  Supply  stands  as 
the  first  Order  of  the  day.  The  House 
is  aware  that  no  hon.  Gentleman  has 
yet  been  appointed  to  flit  the  Office  of 
Chairmw  of  Committees.   I  ihiak.  there  I 


is  a  general  feding  in  the  House  thak 
SQch  an  appointment  should  not  be 
made  without  previous  Notice^  and  with- 
out more  formalilty  than  the  ordinary 
Motion  that  a  oartain  Bfemfoer  should 
take  the  Chair.  Therefore,  I  would  ask 
the  right  boo.  Gentleoum  if  he  could 
now  state  to  tb«  House  whom  he  intends 
to  move  into  the  Chair  f 

Tbk  first  LOBD  (l£r.  W.  E.  Qx^ 
stone)  :  My  intention  was  to  conform  to 
the  usual  practice;  and  the  usual  practice, 
undoubtedly,  is  to  name,  at  the  time  when 
Supply  is  called  upon,  a  certain  Membw 
for  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Committee. 
But  whether  that  practice  ought  to  be 
altered  may  be  open  to  consideration, 
and  I  do  not  give  any  opinion  adverse 
to  such  a  view.  I  wi^  to  reserve  it  for 
impartial  consideration.  Undoubtedly, 
if  I  had  known  that  there  was  an 
anxiety  on  the  subject,  I  shoold  not 
have  had  the  least  difficulty  in  stating 
yesterday  what  we  propose  to  do.  I 
now  willingly  state  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  anticipation  of  the  possi- 
bility of  reaching  Supply  to-night,  that 
my  intention  is  to  propose  that  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  lor  the  Bodmin 
Division  of  Cornwall  (Mr.  Courtney), 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  under  a 
former  Admiinistration,  should  be  Chair- 
man of  Committees. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COTVEN  asted,  whe- 
ther, when  the  new  Eules  were  under 
consideration,  it  was  not  the  under- 
standing of  the  House  that  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  should  not  be  ap- 
pointed without  due  Notice  being  given, 
and  an  opportqnity  affinrded  for  fhll 
dieouseion  ? 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  I  think 
I  can  state  what  took  place.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  undarstanding  to  the  effect 
jast  stated  with  regard  to  the  Chairman 
of  Committees.  The  choice  of  Chair- 
man is  a  very  responsible  duty  resting 
on  the  GoTemment,  who  uniformly  pro- 
pose him ;  and  I  do  not  recollect  any 
announcement  of  an  intention  to  change 
the  existing  practice.  What  did  exist, 
and  may  have  led  to  the  misapprehen- 
sion, was  a  feeling  that  there  ought  to 
be  some  measure  adopted  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  what  were  called,  per- 
haps ratherirreverently/'casual"  Chair- 
men on  occasions  from  time  to  time.  In 
that  opinion  I  entirely  shared.  We  con- 
sidered a  plan  for  amendii^  what  we 
thought  required  ameudmeiU.  I  gave 
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Notice  of  iihis  plan  after  it  bad  been 
much  eonsidered,  in  the  hope  that  it 
Toald  reeeire  niiiTeraal  consent ;  but  a 
right- hoD.  Gentleman,  I  think,  if  I 
remember  right,  of  rarj  o«uiderable 
authority  on  such  matters,  inunediatelj 
blocked  my  Notice,  and  gave  intimation 
that  it  would  hare  to  be  eubjeot  to  full 
diaouanon,  and  it  may  not  be  in  my 
power  to  find  time  in  the  Honae  Sm  the 
porpoae.   

fint  BOBEBT  VOWIMR  inquired 
vhetfaev  the  ri^t  hem.  G«ntlemaii  would 
revive  l^s  Motion  ? 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  should 
be  disposed  to  revive  that  Notice,  pro- 
vided I  see  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
being  able  to  pass  it  without  a  serious 
demand  on  the  time  of  the  House.  I 
do  not  think  I  oould  undertake  to  find 
any  ooneidenble  portion  of  time  fbr  its 
dtaoiuBion. 

LOBD  RANDOLPH  OHTmOHILL*S  VISIT 
TO  BELFAST. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether,  with  a  view  to 
eventualities,  he  intends  to  detail  any 
official  shorthand  writers  to  accompany 
the  noble  Ix)rd  the  Member  for  South 
Paddington  on  the  oocaaion  of  his  visit 
to  Belfast? 

The  chief  SEOBETART  (Mr. 
JoHK  MoaLET}:  I  have  not  hitherto 
thought  of  tluB  course ;  but  it  shall  have 
my  be9t  consideration. 

On2>SE  OF  THE  DAT. 


SUPPLT^-COUUITTEE. 

Order  for  OoBimHtoe  read. 

Motion  made,  and'Question  proposed, 
"  ^at  Mr.  Speaker'  do  now  leave  the 
Ohair." 

EVICTIONS  <IRETAKD)-CASE  OP  THE 
WtDOW,  ANNE  SHATV,  00.  MONA- 
GHAN.— RESOLtlTION. 

Mju  X.  M.  HKAT.Y,  in  rising  to  call 
Mtentiou  to  the  eviction  of  the  widow, 
Anne  Shaw,  from  her  freehold  in  county 
Moliaghaa,  by  Mr.  Jesse  liojd, 
Clerk  of  the  Feace  of  thai  county,  and 
to  thp  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peal thereon  in  Beoeipber  Jjist ;  ft^4  to 


"  That  the  futufioatioB  of  tfas  reoocds  of  the 
Monsghan  Couaty  Court  hy  the  Clork  of  the 
Peace,  ohaerved  on  by  the  Coart  of  Appeal, 
calls  for  the  immediate'remoTtS  of  the  offlouls 
impliiated," 

said,  he  thought  some  apology  was  due 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
for  the  way  in  which  the  Motion  had 
necessarily  been  brought  on  while  the 
right  hon.  Geotleman  was  new  to  his 
Office,  and  therefore  could  not  be  sup- 
posed to  be  directly  acquainted  with  the 
facts  of  the  case.    Dublin  Castle,  at  any 
rate,  had  sufficient  notice  of  the  matter ; 
and  he  thought  it  was  most  unfortunate 
that  nothing  would  be  done  by  that  in- 
stitution for  the  chastisement  of  officiala 
in  Ireland,  except  direct  attention  was 
called  thereto  by  a  Motion  in  tbat  House. 
Mr.  Jesse  Lloyd  was  a  J.P.,  and  was 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  Mona- 
ghan  and  Chairman  of  the  Monaghan 
Board  of  Guardians.   He  was  also  a 
local  landlord,  and  the  person  who  did 
his  evictions  for  him  was  his  deputy  as 
Clerk  of  the  Peace — Mr.  J.  W.  Johnson, 
Some  two  years  ago  a  plot  of  ground, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Presbyterian 
Widows'  Fund,  sod  held  as  a  freehold 
by  a  Presbyterian  widow  named  Anne 
Shaw,  was,  by  some  mischance,  included 
by  the  Landed  Estates  Court  in  a  con- 
veyance of  certain  lands  to  Colondlioyd. 
Coloiud  Lloyd  thereupon  got  a  decree  for 
posaession  against  thu  poor  wonan,  and 
on  her  appealing  to  the  Judge  of 
Aasizes  the  Judge  affirmed  the  decree 
for  possession,  but  made  an  ordw  stay- 
ing the  execution  of  the  decree  until  she 
got  a  lease  of  the  premises  foe  her  life 
at  a  nominal  rent.    In  the  course  of  a 
few  months,  however,  Colonel  Llojd, 
with  his  deputy  Johnson,  toraed'  the 
poor  woman  out  of  her  holding,  and 
levelled  the  houee  to  the  ground  witboot 
giving  her  a  farthing  compenaation. 
Mrs.  Shaw  then,  by  the  lud  of  a  pvblie 
subscription — for  she  was  a  helpless  poor 
woman  of  80^  years  of  age —  brought 
an  action  against  Colonel  Lloyd  for  the 
specific  performanco  of  the  order  for  a 
lease  made  by  the  Judge  of  Assises. 
When  thia  matter  came  hefore  the  Court 
it  was  found  tliat  either  Colonel  Lloyd 
or  his  deputy  had  falsified  the  record  of 
the  judgment  given  by  tb«  .Judge  of 
Assize  in  their  own  Court  in  a  manner 
unfavourable  to  Mrs.  Shaw ;  and  this  con- 
duct on  ihfiir  j)art.  was  sharjily  oomr 
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mented  upon  by  Lord  Justice  Fitzgfibbon 
and  Lord  Justice  Barry.  After  the 
judgmeat  given  by  those  two  learoed 
Judges  be  (Mr.  Healy)  thought  Oolond 
Lloyd  should  not  be  fUioved  to  remain 
one  moment  longer  in  the  office  of  CQerk 
of  the  Peace.  The  ease  might  appear  a 
paltry  one ;  but  it  was  in  miniature  a 
picture  of  the  violence  of  the  oppression 
of  the  poor  in  Ireland.  ^Landlordism  ran 
through  every  pore  of  private  and  public 
life  in  Ireland,  and  poisoned  and  debi- 
litated public  justice  at  its  very  core. 
"When  those  landlords  committed  crimes 
for  which  they  ougbt  to  be  whipped  at 
the  cart-tftil,  and  even  when  their  deeds 
had  been  branded  as  crimes  by  a  Judge 
like  Mr.  Justice  Fitzgibbon,  they  were 
allowed  to  retain  their  positions.  They 
all  heard  a  great  deal  about  iDjuries  in- 
flicted in  Ireland  upon  people  who  were 
very  well  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
Beire»;  they  could  write  to  the  news- 
papers and  make  tbe  House  and  the 
country  ring  with  their  injuries,  while 
this  poor  woman  had  been  deprived  of 
her  rights  by  oppressors  who  were  re- 
ceiving public  money.  If  this  man's 
conduct  was  allowed  to  pass  unchal- 
lenged, he  would  say  that  no  matter 
how  the  figure  heads  in  public  positions 
changed  with  different  Gflvemments,  the 
men  at  tlie  wheel  were  the  same  old 
hands,  and  Dublin  Castle  remaioed  the 
same  as  regarded  the  protection  of  the 
oppressor.  In  conclusion,  he  begged  to 
move  the  Resolution  of  which  he  bad 
given  Notice. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That "  to  tbe 
end  of  tbe  Question,  in  order  to  add  tbe  words 
"  the  falsification  of  the  records  of  the  iVIona- 
ghan  County  Court  by  the  Clerk  of  tbe  Peace, 
observed  on  hy  the  Court  of  Appeal,  calls  for 
the  immediate  removal  of  the  officials  impli- 
oated,"— (ifr,  Timothy  Stal^^) 

—instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

The  chief  SEOEETAET  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  John  Moeley):  Ido  not  sup- 
pose that  any  Member  of  the  House  will 
think  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  has  done  any- 
tbtog  but  his  duty  in  bringing  before 
the  attention  of  the  House  what,  for  my 
own  part,  I  must  admit  is  a  very  serious 
and  disagTeeable-looking  affair.  The 
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hon.  and  learned  Member  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  he  could  not  expeot 
me,  who  hare  bem  so  short  a  time  in  my 
present  Office,  to  faATO  mastered  all  the 
details  of  the  case;  and  that  is  petfeotly 
trae,  and  I  faave  a  right  to  some  allow- 
ance in  -the  matter.  But,  in  fact,  the 
details  of  (he  case  betwem  Colonel 
Lloyd  and  Anne  Shaw  are  not  partioa- 
larly  important  in  forming  a  judgment 
on  the  issue  raised  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member.  As  I  am  informed, 
Colonel  Lloyd,  who  was  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  for  tbe  county  of  Monaghan, 
brought  an  action  of  ejectment  against 
Anne  Shaw.  It  was  brought  in  the  Oivil 
Bill  Court  of  Monaghan,  and  a  decree  got. 
Anne  Shaw  appealed ;  and,  by  consent 
the  decree  was  affirmed,  Anne  Shaw  to 
get  a  lease  of  the  place.  After  a  oon- 
siderable  time,  the  lease  not  having 
been  taken  out,  through  Shaw's  own 
default,  according  to  Lloyd,  he  executed 
the  decree,  and,  according  to  what  I  have 
long  looked  upon  as  a  very  barbarous 
usage,  pulled  down  the  house.  Anne 
Shaw  then  brought  an  action  compelling 
the  granting  of  a  lease,  and  for  damage. 
Lloyd  moved  to  remit  the  action  from  the 
Superior  Courts  to  the  County  Court; 
tbe  Court  of  Exchequer  refused  to 
grant  the  order  to  remit,  and,  on  appeal 
by  Lloyd,  the  Court  of  Appeal  con- 
firmed the  order  of  refusal.  Then  comes 
the  offence.  At  the  hearing  of  the  ap- 
peal two  documents  purporting  to  be 
copies  of  the  Judge's  order  at  the  Assizes, 
and  both  signed  by  the  Deputy  Clerk  of 
the  Peace,  were  produced,  one  of  which 
was  less  favourable  to  Anne  Shaw  than 
the  other ;  and  there  appears  to  be  no 
doubt  that  Lord  Justice  Fitzgibbon  did 
make  the  Tery  definite  condemnation  of 
this  duplicate  copy  of  the  decree  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 
The  difference  between  the  two  copies 
was  relied  upon  by  the  Court  as  one 
of  the  grounds  for  not  sending  the  case 
to  be  tried  before  a  Court  of  which 
Lloyd  was  an  official.  No  falsification 
was  attributed  by  the  Court,  and  no  ma- 
terials existed  for  forming  an  opinion  on 
the  question.  As  this  and  other  matters 
relating  to  the  case  form  the  subject  of 
an  inquiry  before  a  Judge  and  juiy,  I  am 
advised  that  it  wonld  be  contraiT'  to 
usage,  and  it  appears  to  me  it  would  be 
contrary  to  common  justice,  to  interfere 
in  the  matter  of  the  falsifying,  if  I  may 
use  the  word>  of  these  dotnimeais  antil 
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the  cage  itself  ia  decided.  I  can  only  pro- 
mise the  hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman 
that  if  I  am  still  in  Office  when  the  case 
is  decided,  I  will  not  lose  sight  of  it, 
and  eyery  efibit  will  be  made  to  impreBS 
upon  Utoae  whom  it  concerns  my  own 
▼ery  strong  opinion  of  what  ie  much 
wanted  in  Ireland-— not  more  by  one 
section  of  the  i>eople  than  another — a 
siriet,  and  acmpnlous,  and  Htwal  ad* 
herence  to  the  spirit  of  legality ;  and  in 
IdtiB  of  itself  not  very  important  case  it 
may  be  our  duty  to  affirm  a  very  grave 
principle,  and  possibly  to  read  an  im- 
portant lesson.  

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  that  after 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man he  would  not  press  his  Motion 
further,  and  begged  to  withdraw  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  tcithdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

AFFAIBS  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

QUEsnoirs.  obseatatiohs. 

Sxft  BOBEBT  FOWLBB,  in  asking 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Colonies,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  land  claims  in  Beohuana- 
laud,  the  title  of  the  Boers  to  land  in 
Zululand,  and  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
driuks  in  the  Transkeian  territory  ?  said, 
he  thought  that,  «Ten  though  they 
might  not  go  so  far  in  opinion  upon  the 
drink  question  as  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawaon, 
they  would  all  acknowledge  that  the 
drink  traffic  among  uncivilized  races  led 
to  great  abominations. 

Mb.  a.  W.  hall  asked  for  an  ex- 
planation of  the  meaning  of  Uie  Suzerain 
rights  which  Her  Majesty  exeroised  over 
Beshaattaland ;  and  for  some  informa- 
tion 6s  to  the  oommAtoial  relations  witii 
the  TranSTaal  ? 

Thb  under  SEOEETAKY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Osbobnb  Moboan),  in 
reply,  said,  that  on  the  7th  of  October 
a  Land  Commission  was  appointed  in 
Beohuanaland,  of  which  Mr.  Justice 
Shtppard  was  President,  supported  by 
two  other  Commissioners.  The  object 
of  the  Commission  was  to  inquire  into 
and  report  on  the  validity  of  land  claims, 
and  to  ascertain  what  persons  bad  good 
and  valid  titles  to  land.  The  Commis- 
sion hod  been  at  work  for  about  three 
mcmths,  and  had  apparently  g^ven  satis- 
faction. The  IttstructioxkS  given  by  Sir 
Hftroules  Bobiason  to  the  CommiBsioners 
w«re  in  pmi^  and  would  shortly  be 


issaed  to  the  House.  Those  Instruc- 
tions made  special  provision  for  marking 
off  a  sufficient  amount  of  grazing  and 
garden  land  for  the  support  of  the  Na- 
tive tribes;  and  the  Commission  were 
also  to  report  upon  the  validity  of  Euro- 
pean claims.  Affairs  in  Zululand  would 
not  be  allowed  by  the  present  Heads  of 
the  Colonic  Office  to  pass  as  matters  of 
indifEsrence  to  this  country.  He  would 
admit  that  the  country  was  not  in  a 
satisfactory  condition ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  could  be  termed  lawless.  During 
the  last  three  years,  subsequent  to  the 
death  of  Cetewayo,  numerous  inter- 
tribal disputes  had  taken  place,  in  the 
course  of  which,  the  Usutus  having 
called  in  the  Boers  to  assist  them  against 
the  Chief  Usibepu,  the  Boers  had  since 
remained  in  the  country,  and  established 
themselves  on  land  which  they  had  ap- 
propriated to  their  own  use ;  and,  there- 
fore, a  telegram,  dated  the  4th  of  Janu- 
ary last,  had  been  despatdied  to  Sir 
Charles  Mitchell  by  the  late  Colonial 
Secretai^,  which  be  read  to  the  House, 
and  which  marked  out  generally  the 
policy  which  the  present  Government 
were  prepared  to  follow  in  regard  to 
the  Boers  in  Zululand.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
in  the  Transkeian  territory,  he  was  not 
able  at  present  to  give  an  answer  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  Question,  having 
been  so  short  a  time— only  a  week — in 
Office,  and  he  thought  he  was  entitled 
to  fuller  Notice ;  but  if  the  Question 
were  repeated  next  week,  he  would  en- 
deavour to  give  the  fullest  information 
which  might  then  be  at  his  disposal. 
He  believM,  however,  there  was  a  pro- 
hibitory Proclamation  of  the  nature  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Bobert 
Fowler)  in  force  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 

Sib  FBEDEBIOK  STANLEY  said, 
he  desired  to  express  his  satiafaotion  at 
what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan)  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  policy  in  Zululand,  although  he  had 
not  been  able  to  hear  his  observations 
regarding  Bechuanaland.  He  (Sir 
Frederiok  Stanley)  was  glad  to  find 
that  Her  Majesty's  Advisers,  like  Hw 
late  ones,  were  not  prepared  to  .allow 
matters  in  Zululand  to  be  viewed  with 
indifference  in  this  ooontry.  He  muat 
firankly  take  upon  himself  any  bUme 
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th*re  mig^it  be  for  any  vaui  of  aotton 
dariDg  the  past  six  months  with  regard  to 
ZuluUnd.  When  Diniaulu,  the  son  of 
Cetewayo,  had  ianted  some  of  the  Boers 
ift  the  Transvaal  to  assist  him  in  the 
intertribal  war  beyond  the  fteserre,  oerr 
tain  of  the  Boers  took  advantage  of  the 
Treaty  that  was  made,  being  vague  in 
ita  terma  as  to  the  extent  of  the  land  and 
the  number  of  persons  to  whom  it  ap- 
plied. He  wishsd  that  he  could  ^ink 
that  both  the  Boers  and  the  Zulus  had 
been  otherwiBe  than  willing  to  leave  the 
Treaty  in  a  condition  that  waa  as  inde- 
finite as  possible.  In  faot,  he  folly  be- 
lieved thait  the  terms,  whioh  were  un- 
neoeaaarily  vague,  were  purposely  leftao 
with  the  kaowledgeof  many  personaupon 
bofii  aides.  A  very  muah  larger  number 
of  Boers,  in  consequence,  than  those 
with  whom  the  Zulus  had  been  in  cor- 
respondence flooked  ia,  acd  on  ^e 
strength  of  the  agreement  began  to 
settle  down  and  survey  or  "  ride  out  " 
part  of  the  country.  They  had  done  this 
in  the  name  of  a  body  which  was  set  up 
calling  itself  the  <<  New  Bepublic."  Mr. 
Esaellon,  the  ao-called  Secretary  of  State 
of  that  body,  a  gentleman  of  very  great 
ability,  oame  over  to  England  to  aee  him, 
and  to  ask  for  recognition  from  Her 
Majesty's  late  Qovemoient.  On  the  ad- 
rice  of  his  OoUeagues,  he  (Sir  Frederick 
Stanley)  was  compelled  to  reply  that  re- 
cognition could  not  be  accorded ;  and 
up  to  the  present  time  the  "  New  Be- 
publio"  had  not  been  recognized^  except 
as  a  certain  number  of  individuals  acting 
together  with  no  authority  as  a  State. 
The  "New  Republic,"  however,  or  per- 
sona acting  on  its  behalf,  began  to  mark 
out  farms  right  down  to  St.  Lucia  Bay, 
where,  whatever  might  be  the  value  of 
the  territory  as  regarded  the  future,  the 
Protectorate  of  this  country  had  been  de- 
olared.  That  was  knom  to  the  Boers, 
and  it  was  dear  that  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
T«nim«tt  could  not  allow  any  inter- 
ferenee  with  the  territory.  Perhaps  he 
might  Bay  that  having  xogard  to  the 
state  of  political  afiaizsi  and  of  the  poa- 
sibility  of  that  whioh  had  since  o<»ne  to 
pass,  he  did  not  wish  to  lead  the  Zulus, 
or  fmy  persons,  to  believe  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  going  to  take 
a  course  of  action  dietinctly  in  favour  of 
th«  Zulus,  or  one  di»tinotly  against  their 
claims ;  because,  having  in  view — and 
he  said  this  without  meaning  torb^  offen- 
sire— what  hod.  oepuicad,  in.  ^e  m»  of 
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a  reversal  before,  he  oosaidered  it  would 
bo  wrong  to  lead  them  to  believe  that 
this  country  would  give  them  aoeh  activ* 
anpport  aa  wonld  induce  them  to  take  up 
a  position  whioh  the  predecisions  of  the 
late  Gbvenunaat  might  not  sustain.  He 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  oonsulting  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer  upon  this  queakion ;  and 
his  views  as  to  what  aotion  with  regard 
to  Zululand  would  be  praotioable  and 
expedient  had  beeoi  nnbodied  in  oartain 
Papeca.  The  poliof  wlueh  he  (Sir 
Erederiok  Stanley)  was  prepared  to  re- 
commend to  hia  Colleagues,  but  whi^ 
cireumBtancee  had  prevented  him  doing, 
was  embodied  in  a  Mraaorandum  whidi 
he  frankly  placed  at  the  diapoa^  of  his 
noble  Friend  who  had  aucoeeded  him  in 
Office.  His  own  view  was  this—he  be- 
lieved that  the  Boers,  whether  they 
called  them  the  "  New  Bepublio  "  or  not, 
had  acquired  moral  ri^ts  to  some  ex- 
tent by  lapse  of  time,  by  tacit  rorognition 
on  the  purt  of  the  late  Government  and 
their  i^^deceesors,  and  by  ri^t  of 
Treaty,  although  the  latter  had  hem  Un> 
duly  strained.  They  eotdd  not,  there- 
fore, be  treated  aa  intwlojiers,  and  cer- 
tainly  ought  not  to  be  dia|>os8essed  by 
any  foroa  without  fuU  inquiy.  On  the 
other  hand,  aa  ho  iiad  stated,  titere  ootild 
be  no  moral  doabt  that  the  [h«aty  had 
been  strained  modi  too  far;  for  some 
who  certainly  had  taken  no  part  in  the 
war  now  claimed  under  the  agreement. 
The  Zulus  had,  for  the  first  time,  eub- 
mitted  the  state  of  affaira  to  ub,  in.  order  to 
effect  an  arrangement,  so  thai  now  there 
were  three  parties  oonoemed  in  these 
matters.  There  were  the  Boers  who 
fdaimed  the  farms  they  occupied,  there 
were  the  Zulus  who  asked  to  bedefended, 
and  there  was  Natal  whose  iiUmwsts 
were  the  most  important  of  all.  He 
was  not  without  hope  that  the  services 
of  some  person  posswed  of  iafluence 
like  Mr.  Bandolph — a  gendemaa  who 
had  the  rare  merU  of  combining  in  hu 
own  perscn  the  oonfidnun  both  of  the 
Dutch  and  the  English  Oolonista,  and 
who,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  locality* 
:  was  well  qualified  for  advising  vhak  the 
Oovemment  should  and  should  not 
allow— might  he  made  use  of  in  arrang- 
ing a  fair  boundary.  What  he  bad 
seen  in  the  newspapers  that  morning 
encouraged  him  in  thinking  that  that 
might  be  done.  He  did  nbt  belieye 
that  ^e  New  Bepublio  of  the  Boers 
would  be;  diisatiaMd.if,  mihiliiinfiifittef 


{COMMONS  [ 


Digitized  by  Google 


725    8iij^i*f-^€kil  Bwrvioesj    [Febihjabt  19,  1886}    Sfc.  EttmaUa,  1865-0.  726 


to  treat  with  than  as  a  Mparate  bodj, 
we  adrised  that  recognition  bj  the  Zulus 
of  certain  terow  to  be  prepared.  He 
believed  it  would  be  perfectly  conneteDt 
with  the  interests  of  this  ooontry,  of  the 
Zulus,  and  of  the  Tranevaal,  that  a 
delimitalacm  should  be  mode  bj  ami- 
caUe  arrangement,  though,  judgtag 
from  lSti9  pas^  he  did  not  suppose  it 
wonld  be  aftogether  free  from  danger  or 
difflottlfy.  He  thought  he  was  doing 
the  best  in  his  power  by  bringing  all 
these  matters  as  far  as  possible  upon  a 
road  whioh  would  be  eommon  to  the 
late  Goremment  and  their  Suoeeseors. 
He  was  simply  speaking  for  himself, 
and  he  was  g^d  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  said  that  Lord 
Granville  saw  no  reason  to  depart  from 
the  course  hitherto  pursued ;  and  he 
might  possibly  bring  these  matters,  with- 
out the  interpoeition  of  an  armed  force, 
!o  as  amicable  settlement.  Up  to  the 
time  he  Frederiok  Stanlegr)  left 
Office  the  latest  information  with  respect 
to  Bediaamdand  was  satiafiaoto^.  The 
Land  Oommissicm  was  either  sitting  or 
about  to  sU ;  and  nofiuBg  oonld  have  ex- 
ceeded the  satisfaotoxT  nature  of  the 
general  Keports  that  the  Oolcmial  Office 
had  received  on  the  subject.  As  those 
who  took  an  interest  in  the  matter  were 
aware,  the  late  Q^emment  departed,  to 
some  extent,  from  the  general  Pro- 
tectorate whioh  their  Predecessors  had 
assumed  in  respect  of  carrying  the 
Protectorate  up  to,  he  believed,  Parallel 
22.  They  did  not  think,  with  regard  to 
tiie  territory  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
Oope  Colony,  that  it  was  sufficient,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  extend  it,  or,  on  the 
other,  to  annex  it,  to  the  Oape  Oolony. 
S^erefote,  they  advised  Her  Majesty  to 
oxtend  her  dominion,  to  take  in  St^Ia- 
land,  and  that  over  that  territory  British 
lav  nught  be  administered  in  ute  same 
way  as  in  other  parts  of  Her  Majes^'s 
territories.  In  eonneotion  with  this  mat- 
ter he  must  mention  the  name  of  ICr. 
Shippard,  a  gentleman  who  commanded 
the  oonfidoice  of  every  place  to  which 
he  had  gone.  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson 
had  visited  Beehuanalaud,  and  had  seen 
how  Mr.  Shippard's  work  had  pro- 
ceeded ;  and  he  believed  that  the  country 
might  soon  settle  down  and  become  quiet 
by  means  of  the  police  which  had.  been 
established.   Those  who  knew  the  ooun- 

S said  that  the  police  wa:&  better,  for 
praotioal  purposes,  than  a  miUtacy 


force.  A  certain  attempt  which  might 
have  turned  to  filibustering  hod  been 
made  soon  after  the  establishment  oi  the 
police ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  take  the 
precautionary  step  of  arresting  certain 
persons  engaged  in  it.  If  filibustering 
was  promptly  dealt  with  in  that  w^, 
a  great  deal  wonld  be  done  for  the 
paoifioation  of  the  country.  The  reports 
iromBasntbland,  also,  were  highly  satis- 
factory. Too  much  could  not  be  said 
in  praise  of  the  Keeident,  Colonel  Clarke, 
who  exercised  a  remarkable  degree  of 
influence  ov«r  those  with  whom  he  oame 
in  contact.  The  Chiefs  appeared  to 
have  come  under  his  sway  ;  and  certainly 
the  pacification  of  Basutoland  was  greatly 
dne  to  the  personal  influence  of  that 
officer.  He  begged  to  apologise  for 
intruding  on  the  House ;  but  as  his  own 
action  had  been  alluded  to  he  thought 
it  right  to  state  what  had  taken  place 
when  he  was  at  the  Oolonial  Office. 

Uain  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair/'  put,  and 
agrtei  to. 

SUPPLY— OIVIL  SERVICES  (SUFFLE- 
MBNTABY  £8TIMAT£S,  1886-6). 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Tbb  FIBST  LOED  of  the  TREA- 
SITRT  (Mr.  W,  E.  Gladstone)  :  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Bodmin  Division  of  Oornvall  (Mr. 
Courtney)  take  the  Chair. 

Motion  agrtei  it. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  I. — Public  "Works  awd  Build- 

INQS. 

(1.)  £S,300,  Fmmiture  of  Public  Of- 
fifios,  Great  Britain. 

GsNKRAL  Snt  GEOBGB  BALF0T7B 
said,  that  he  oongratulated  tiie  hon. 
Member  for  Bodmin  (Mr.  Courtney)  on 
being  nominated  to  the  important  Office 
of  German  of  Committees,  and  felt  con- 
fident that  the  House  and  country  would 
be  well  pleased  to  have  the  benefit  of  that 
hon.  Gentleman's  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience in  that  Office.  He  (Sir  George 
Balfour)  would  alno  add  that  as  in  ^o 
new  Parliament  there  were  a  veiy  laif^ 
number  of  new  Members,  he  pveEmmed 
all  of  them  were  ftnxionsy  whi^e  seoaring 
Um  ettoiency  of  the  Pablio-  Seniee,- 1» 
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bring  about  a  more  tlioroagh  ooBdition 
of  eoonomy  in  the  Public  Ejcpenditure 
than  had  existed  hitherto.  He  trusted 
greater  attention  to  the  Estimates  would 
be  given  than  in  past  years.  He  re- 
gretted, therefore,  to  haye  to  point  out 
to  new  Members  that  there  was  no  in- 
formation contained  in  the  Estimates 
now  submitted  to  Parliament  which 
oould  possibly  afford  any  guide  to  them 
upon  points  of  that  nature.  In  point  of 
fact,  under  such  ciroumstancoB,  it  was 
almost  a  waste  of  lime  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  Estimates  at  all.  It 
would  be  better  to  pass  the  whole  of  the 
present  demand  of  £250,000  without 
discussion.  It  was  only  1  per  cent  of 
increase  in  the  Civil  Estimates,  and  the 
amount  annually  added  had  been  nearly 
£1,000,000  a-year. 
Vote  aj/rwd  to. 

(2.)  £500,  Metropolitan  Police  Court 
Buildings. 

Gbnebal  Sia  GEOEGE  BALFOUB 
asked  for  some  explanation  of  this  Vote, 
which,  upon  the  face  of  it,  was  intended 
to  be  applied  in  providing  better  acoom- 
modation  for  the  Wandsworth  Police 
Oourt.  That  was  a  q^ueetion  which  had 
been  before  the  House  for  eome  years, 
and  invariably  oineoted  to  boUi  by 
Uembeni  and  by  the  Goremment,  the 
plea  b«ng  that  until  liie  Hunioipality 
of  London  was  settled  the  reform  of  the 
"Wandsworth  office  could  not  be  enter- 
tained. Now,  without  any  warning  the 
money  was  asked  for,  and  he  wished  to 
know  how  the  matter  had  been  settled? 

The  9E0EETABY  to  the  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowxbe)  :  I  wish  to 
explain  that  the  Yote  is  due  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  better  accommoda- 
tion in  the  way  of  Police  Courts  in  Lon- 
don. As  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
has  said,  the  case  of  the  Wandsworth 
Police  Court  has  been  before  this  House 
for  10  years,  and  it  has  very  frequently 
been  a  matter  of  discussion.  Last  year 
the  House  expressed  a  strong  opinion 
that  the  Oourt  ought  to  be  improved, 
but  that  the  charges  ought  to  be  thrown 
upon  the  Metropdis.  Pending  the  pass- 
ing of  a  measure  for  reforming  Muni- 
(apal  Government  in  the  Metropolis,  it 
was  deemed  necessary,  in  order  to  secure 
the  proper  administration  of  justice,  Uiat 
something  should  be  done  with  regard 
to  the  Wandsworth  Police  Court.  It 
was  sv^^^ted  that  a  sum  of  £l,6Q0 
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should  be  spent;  but  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Ohaaeellor  of  the  Exdwattar, 
the  then  Hone  Sesretary,  wonld  not 
sanction,  in  the  first  instanee,  any  ex- 
penditure beyond  £1,000.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  Uie  total  oost  of  the  altera- 
tions which  have  been  made,  including 
the  hiring  of  the  Town  Hall  at  Wands- 
worth for  police  purposes,  has  not  er- 
oeeded  £800.  Under  the  circumstances, 
I  think  that  a  very  satisfaotory  settle- 
ment has  been  made  in  a  matter  in 
regud  to  whioh  there  has  certainly  be«k 
a  considerable  amount  of  pablio  inooo- 
venieace. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £300,  Dover  Harbonz. 

GmraaAL  Sir  GEOBGB  BALFOUR: 
I  think  that  the  Committee  ought  not  to 
be  called  upon  to  pass  this  Vote,  unless 
some  assurance  is  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
works  which  are  intended  to  be  under- 
taken in  the  future.    I  am  afraid  that 
the  unwiee  step  abready  taken  of  build- 
ing barracks  for  oonvicts  before  the 
House  has  had  a  full  and  clear  detail  of 
the  kind  of  harbour  works  and  cost 
thereof  will  be  pleaded  in  urging  on 
this  costly  harbour ;  and  if  this  item  is 
agreed  to  it  will  only  be  need  to 
strengthen  the  crv  of  Parties  for  the 
commencement  of  a  very  large  ex- 
penditure  indeed,  aa  to  the  propriety 
and  utility  of  wMch  there  are  very 
considerable  doubts.   The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  will  recollect  that 
Votes  have  already  been  taken  for  the 
erection  of  a  convict  prison  at  Dover,  as 
it  was  intended  to  construct  the  works 
in  connection  with  the  harbour  by  means 
<rf  convict  labour.   But  although  I  have 
repeatedly  asked  to  have  Estimates  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  I  have  invariably 
been  told  that  these  expenses  were  only 
preliminary.   More  than  once  a  distinct 
promise  has  been  given  that  before  any 
permanent  expenditure  was  undertaken 
a  full  explanation  as  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  works,  as'  writ  as  their 
cost,  and  saving  from  the  use  of  canals, 
would  be  given  to  the  House.  I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  complain  of  the 
manner  in  whioh  the  snbject  has  hitherto 
been  dealt  with ;  and,  so  far  as  Dover 
Harbour  is  concerned,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  money  proposed  to  be  spent 
would  be  better  used  for  iolprovhig  the 
fiidiery  harbours ;  bat  if,  on  the  respon- 
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sibility  of  the  QoTernmNit,  a  harbour  is 
deemed  essential  for  the  safety  of  the 
cavmtpy,  then  we  ouffht  to  hare  a  tho* 
Toag^y  efficient  harboar  of  a  much 
larger  area,  with  deeper  water  for  our 
big  vessel  so  that  the  expenditure  made 
upon  it  may  leally  prove  useful. 

Thu  SEORETABT  to  thb  TBEA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlkb)  :  I  quite 
agree  with  mj  hoa.  and  gallant  Friend 
that  Parliament  ought  not  to  abandon 
the  works  which  have  already  been  com- 
menced at  Dover,  and  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers are  entitled  to  know  exactly  what 
the  nature  of  the  step  is  which  we  are 
about  to  take.  The  House,  however, 
has  already  decided  that  there  shall  be 
a  harbour  at  Dover,  and  that  that  har- 
bour shall  be  constructed  by  convict 
labour.  Considerable  works  have  al- 
ready been  carried  out  there  in  connec- 
tion with  the  ereoU<m  of  a  convict  prison. 
The  sum  of  £300  in  the  present  Vote 
ia  uienrx*d  entirely  in  preliminary  ex- 
penses for  providing  plans  of  the  pro- 
posed workB  i  and  thwe  will  he  in  the 
Estiraatos  of  the  coming  ^ear  a  Tote  of 
£1,000  for  surveying  the  site  and  taking 
bearings.  After  that  has  been  done  the 
House  will  be  supplied  with  a  proper 
£atim(^e  of  the  cost  of  the  works ;  but  it 
ie  absolutely  impossible,  in  the  present 
position  of  the  matter,  to  submit  full 
plans  and  Estimates. 

Gehbiul  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUB : 
I  must  confess  that  the  answer  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
treasury  is  very  nnsatisfaotoiy.  Here 
we  are  involving  the  country  in  an 
admitted  ei^nditnie  of  upwards  of 
£1,000,000,  and  we  are  not  yet  in  poa- 
■ession  of  plana  to  sboT  what  the  nature 
of  Uie  work  ia  to  be,  or  vhat  eoet  will 
benltimat^y  entailed  upon  tiie  country. 
But,  like  most  raiginewing  work^  it  may 
to  eately  calculated  to  be  three  or  four 
times  this  sum.  No  doubt^  the  steps 
already  taken,  and  the  money  spent  on 
tanaoks  for  convicts,  will  be  pleas  for 
involving  the  country  in  a  large  expen- 
diture in  connection  with  the  employ- 
ment  of  oonvict  labour.  But  these  works 
and  the  outlay  were  inourred  in  the 
faee  of  strong  opposition  from  me. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  Qommittee  has  not 
xeeeived  a  f  olW  explanation,  and  I  feel 
boaadto  raise  my  voioftagaiut  the  Vote 
by  way  of  protesiL 
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pose  of  making  plans  and  ascertaining 
what  ought  to  be  theproper  i^te. 

Thb  SECRETAEY  to  the  TBGA- 
SURTCMr.  H.  H.  Fowian) :  Tea. 

Sn  HENBY  HOLL  AND :  It  is  quite 
dear  that  plans  are  aluwlutely  neces- 
sary before  anything  can  be  decided  upon 
as  to  the  future  wotIis,  and  before  that 
estimate  of  the  work  can  be  made  which 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  desires, 
and  which  the  House  will,  of  course,  re- 
quire to  see  before  any  Vote  for  the  ac- 
tual work  is  taken. 

Gbhbeal  8ie  GEORGE  BALFOUR : 
What  I  contend  is,  that  before  Govern- 
ment decided  upon  putting  the  country 
to  this  very  large  expenditure  they  ought 
to  have  made  all  the  inquiries  and  pre- 
pared the  plans  and  detailed  Estimates 
which  they  say,  by  this  £300  grant,  they 
are  only  now  beginning  to  make.  But 
full  inquiries  have  been  already  made, 
as  hon.  Members  can  find  out  by  re- 
ferring to  a  volume  of  harbour  plans 
laid  before  Parliament  in  1847-8.  The 
Admiralty  of  that  day,  moved  thereto  by 
Sir  Robert  Feel,  had  Dover  Bay  care- 
fully examined,  and  nine  of  the  most 
eminent  engineers  were  invited  to  pre- 
pare plans  for  a  harbour,  and  the  engi- 
neer estimated  the  cost  at  £4,000,000 ; 
aud  less  than  this  sum,  to  form  an  effi- 
cient harbour,  caonot  be  expected  to  be 
incurred.  I  believe  that  I  speak  the  opi- 
nion of  many  hon.  Members  when  I  say 
that  ^e  large  sum  of  money  which  wiU 
be  laid  out  in  constructing  this  great 
harbour  may  be  used  for  far  more  useful 
purposes  in  other  directions  —  40  or 
60  fishery  harbours  being  possible.  I 
believe  I  am fullyjustified  in  saying  that 
the  late  Earl  of  Beaoonsfield  strongly 
opposed  the  oottBtmddon  of  this  harbour, 
and  that  Sir  Stafford  Northoote  took  a 
similar  course.  Indeed,  in  the  House  of 
Iiords  one  of  the  moet  convincing'speeches 
against  the  harbour  was  made  by  Lord 
Beaoonsfield,  against  the  advocacy  of 
Lord  Granville  in  favour  of  a  harbour  at 
Dover.  A  Liberal  Government  has  been 
generally  understood  to  be  anxious  to 
reform  the  Public  Expenditure;  but  I 
cannot  say  that  they  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  the  present  instance.  I  do 
not  propose  to  offer  any  further  remarks 
to  the  Committee  in  reference  to  this 
Tote ;  but  I  wish  to  enter  a  strong  pro- 
test against  the  course  now  taken. 

SiB  ROBEBX  PEEL:  I  am  glad 
l^at  the  aMention  of  tiw  Secretary  to  tite 
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TreMory  ha*  been  o^ed  to  ^as  Vote ; 
and  I  ifish  to  know  whetliW)  after  what 
haa  &llen  from  tiie  hon.  and  gfUlant 
Membw  oppotite,  we  are  to  uodentand 
that  b;  passing  this  Tote  of  £800  we 
are  pledging  the  House  Oommcns  to 
the  future  espenditnre  either  of  a  sam  of 
£750.090,  or  of  £1,000,000— thesom  at 
-which  the  worin  are,  I  believej  esti- 
mated? 

Ths  SEORETABT  to  the  TRBA- 
8TIRT  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbe)  :  No. 

Sm  ROBERT  PEEL:  Then  I  am 
clearly  to  understand  tiiat  we  are  not 
pledging  the  coimtry  to  ^{di  an  expendi- 
ture? 

Th»  SEOEETARY  to  thh  TREA- 
81TRT  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlzb)  :  This  ex- 
penditure of  £800  commits  the  House 
of  Oommans  to  no  pledge  whaterer.  It 
is  simply  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
j^ana  for  ascertaining  what  the  works 
will  oost.  No  doubt,  works  hare  been 
going  on  flcnr  some  time  in  connection 
with  the  ereotum  of  a  large  convict 
establiflhment  for  the  parpose<»  carrying 
out  works  for  tiie  eztennon  of  Dorer 
Harboar.  Some  pressare  has  been  put 
upon  the  Government  to  accelerate  the 
works  in  reference  to  that  harbour ;  and 
my  Fredeoessor  in  Office  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  has  stated  that  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  ascertain  what  the  oost  of 
the  works  will  be  unless  this  preliminary 
inquiry  is  made.  The  sole  object  of  the 
Tote  is  to  aeoertain  what  the  worka  will 
oost. 

Sm  ROBERT  PEEL :  I  wii^  to  point 
out  to  the  Oommittee  and  the  country 
that  we  are  now  about  to  embark  in 
worka  which  will  eost  the  country,  ao- 
cwding  to  an  Estimate  which  has  been 
already  given,  a  sum  of  £750,000,  or 
probably  double  that  sum,  before  th^ 
are  completed.  Svocessive  Hiaistnes 
liave,  over  and  over  again,  refused  to 
sanction  that  expenditure;  and,  there- 
fore, I  feel  bound  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  course  whit^  is  now  being 
taken.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  in- 
judicious tbin^  even  to  vote  this  sum  of 
£300,  whffli  it  18  more  than  probable  that 
when  the  Estimate  for  the  coet  of  the 
works  oomee  before  the  Oommittee  we 
shall  be  told  that  we  have,  by  our  vote 
on  this  small  sum,  already  sanctioned 
the  work.  I  entirely  join  in  the  protest 
which  has  been  made  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  KincajniineBhire  (Sir 
Geoi^e  Balloar)  against  thia  ehip-idiad 
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way  of  eondooting  bneSaeee.  If  tiiSs 
lat^e  harbour  ts  required  at  Dover — and 
it  haa  been  held  not  to  be  required  by 
former  Oorerunente — let  the  Seoretny 
to  the  Treaaory,  or  some  other  UMxUm- 
of  the  GK>v«rament,  state  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  the  Government  to 
change  their  opinion,  and  why  th^  now 
eonsider  it  desirable  to  ask  FteKament 
to  undertake  the  wo^. 

The  first  LORD  o»  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  E.  Glamtohb):  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  accept,  with- 
out any  doubt,  the  assurance  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
that  this  is  not  a  Tote  which  altars  or 
changes  in  any  respect  the  position  of 
the  House  in  regard  to  Dover  Harbour 
beyond  what  is  expreesed  on  the  face 
of  the  Tote — namely,  that  it  is  intended 
to  procure  certain  plans  for  the  purpose 
oi  enabling  the  Hoaee  to  form  a  judg- 
ment as  to  the  nature  of  the  work.  X 
am  notmyself  distinctly  acquainted  with 
all  the  ^tails  of  this  question ;  but  I 
believe  that  the  worics  at  Dover  Hu- 
bour  are  very  mni^  needed,  in  ooase- 
quence  of  the  absolute  neoessity  of  find- 
ing employment  in  some  shape  or  other 
for  the  convicts.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Ofaaneellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
was  Home  Secretary  last  year,  will  be 
able  to  say  in  what  state  he  1^  the 
matter  when  he  gave  up  the  Offloe  of 
Home  Secretary ;  and,  no  doubt,  some 
Gentleman  on  the  Front  Bench  opposite 
will  be  able  to  explain  what  took  plaoe 
with  regard  to  it  when  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  were  in  Office.  I  can 
assure  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  that 
nothing  has  been  done  whidi  is  in  the 
slightest  degree  irregular. 

Mb.  BAKBB  i  I  rise  for  the  puitHue 
of  asking  for  information.  I  faMre  besu 
given  to  understand  that  tikis  is  simply 
a  question  of  preparing  plana  h^ul 
may  or  may  not  snbsequendy  be  carried 
out.  If  hon.  Members  will  look  a  little 
lower  down  pi^e  7,  where  a  statement 
is  made  in  ref^ence  to  the  Exp«idi- 
ture,  it  will  be  foond  that  the  details  of 
these  preliminary  expenses  ioohide  hire 
of  labour,  rent  of  offices,  and  the  salary 
oS.  a  foreman  of  works.  Thoee  who  are 
at  all  acquainted  with  the  building 
trade  will  be  aware  that  the  last  thing 
yon  do  before  you  commence  the  eoreo- 
tion  of  works  ia  to  employ  a  foreman  of 
worka.  I  never  heard  of  a  foreman  of 
works  being  employed  before  tiie  pLun 
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inr&  k«gaUrlx  lottmulaied ;  audr  there- 
ht9i  the  e^ftBttiioQ  Thich  has  just 
be«t  gima  ia  regard  to  this  Tote  ie  not 
OM  wluob  ia  vorthy  of  the  aMeotion  of 
the  Oooiauttee.  Aatwe  of  the  iww  Uem- 
ben  of  the  preaeat  Parliament,  I  most 
apdogize  for  intrudiDg  upon  the  atten- 
tioB  of  the  Oommittee ;  but  I  wirik  to 
paint  out  to  the  Committee  haw  impoa- 
■ible  it  is  for  those  who  are  deairous  of 
aoaiBtiDg  in  any  way  ia  obtaining  the 
retrenohment  of  the  Expenditure  of  the 
eountiytodoaowithjuetioa  tothemselvea, 
eoosidenng  tbat  the  document  oontaimD  g 
these  flstimates  was  only  given  to  hon. 
Hembera  this  morning.  I 'vrould  submit 
that  it  ia  moet  daairabia  theae  Yotes,  whe- 
tiier  oaly  aupplementary  or  on  aooount, 
should  be  plaoad  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
lCembe»  s<Hne  time  b^Eon  it  ia  poanble 
for  them  to  be  I»ought  fonraid. 

THBGHAl^aELLOBoFTBBBXOEE- 
QU£B  (Sir  WiLLxuc  Habootot)  :  1 
agne  witii  my  has.  Frieud's  remarks  as 
to  the  time  at  whi^  the  Esiimaiee  have 
been  laid  upon  the  Table ;  but  the  Go- 
vsmment  are  really  not  reapousible  for 
That  haa  taken  plaoe.   To-night  is  the 
Tety  earUeat  ni^t  on  whidi  it  has  been 
posaible  to  go  into  Supply ;  and  my  right 
otm.  Fiieao  at  the  head  of  the  (JoTetm- 
ment  said  last  night  that  there  were 
leally  very  few  dayaat  the  disposal  of  the 
Ooremmeot  before  the  i^ose  of  the 
fioancial  year  on  which  it  would  be  pos- 
able  to  deal  wiUi  theae  questtoea.  No 
doubt,  it  is  ineonrenient ;  but  that  in- 
wuTenience  is  ineritable.   Witii  r^pard 
to  DoTer  Harbour,  it  ia  now  two  yean 
^ee  tiia  matter  woa  disouaaed  in  the 
BooBe;  and  I  atated  tlheikf  -with,  I 
think,  the  aoqaieaoenoe  of  both  ndea 
of  the  House,  how  the  matter  stood.  I 
tiun  ooeapied  the  position  of  Home  Se- 
oretaiy;  andliiad  to  eonaider,  as  hon. 
0entlemen  who  precedjsd  and  suoeeeded 
me  know  very  well>  that  one  of  the  ques- 
tions which  pressed  for  aettiement  when 
the  Govern ment  came  into  Office  in  1680 
was  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  con- 
Tists  who  were  likdy  to  be  set  free  by 
the  a^roMlang  completion  of  tiie  works 
at  Portland,  CAiatfaam,  and  eleewhere. 
It  ia  a  nwai  importaat  part  of  oar 
peaal  system  thjit  there  ab.ould  be  some 
pabHo  worka  on  whkifa  couTiota  may  be 
employed.   TSuit  is  abaolotdy  essential. 
We  omild  not  aany  on  our  penal  ^atem 
with  any  adrantage  unless  we  had  some 
Ipnblia  irorifc  on  vfaioh  eonriat  Iflbimr 


could  be  em^cyed.  IHiau  we<  had-  to 
eonaideiE  what  were  Hob  woidu  vhkdi 
eould  bo  Cftniad  on  to  the  bast  adTun- 
tage  ondor  theae  otraumataooea ;  and  a 
Oomaaittee  was  mpoiatad  to  oonaidiBr 
the  riraL  <daima  of  Dover  and  i^lay  as 
suitable  etations  for  a  harbour  of  re- 
fuge. In  this  House  there  has  always 
beeu,  as  any  hon.  GenUeman  who  has 
taken  an  interest  in  the  question  knom, 
a  sort  of  rxTairy  in  regaod  to  the  eon- 
strucdou  of  a  harbour  of  refuge  between 
Filey  and  Dover.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  we  had  to  deal  with  the 
roughest  kind  of  labour,  and  not  with 
persons  who  could  be  employed  to  do 
work  here,  there,  and  every  whereL  Con- 
vict labour  can  only  be  emtdoyed  under 
very  striet  and  limited  conditionB.  The 
work  provided  should  be  auoh  aa  to  em- 
ploy a  large  nomber  of  man  in  theaame 
phma  for  a  long  time^  aa  othorviae  we 
oonld  B0t  afford  to  build  a  ^ison  fbr 
•them,  and  to  make  anangemsnts  that 
would  be  necessary  for  tMm.  There- 
fore, m  completing  the  lai^e  works  at 
Portsmouth,  Plymouth,  and  Chatham, 
where  you  hare  been  in  the  habit  of 
employing  oonriot  labour,  it  became 
essential  that,  in  continuing  to  employ 
that  labour,  you  should  provide  worlu 
of  a  aimilM  dioraoter,  upon  which  you 
would  be  able  to  en^loy  labour  of  the 
rough^t  kind,  and  whkh  works  them- 
seives  would  last  for  a  oonsideraUe 
period.  All  these  ctronmetanees  were 
carefully  considered  by  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Cabinet,  who  had  in  their  deUbera- 
tiooB  tiie  aasistanoe  of  eminent  naval  and 
military  mea.  The  qneationi  waa  fulty 
ooneidared  by  all  pajftiaa  intexeatad  in 
tiie  matter;  and  we  oame  to  ^  oonola- 
aion,  whi<^  waa  announeed  to  the 
House,  that,  on  t^  wh^,  it  was  denr- 
able  to  oontinite  and  complete  the  exten- 
sion of  Dover  Habonr  by  constructing 
another  breakwater  which  should  go  out 
at  right  angles  from  the  Admiralty  Pier. 
The  Oommittee  were  of  mdnion  that 
tiiat  was  the  best  work  whion  could  be 
undertaken.  It  was  a  matter  which  was 
under  coosideratioa  for  several  years ; 
and  there  have  been  plans  made — some 
lai^^  and  some  smwler — ^by  the  Dover 
Hubour  Commissioners  and  so  forth  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  works. 
Bat  we  determined  that,  on  the  whola, 
before  entering  npon  the  works  them- 
aelvear  it  waa  naeeasary  to  bnild  a  ^isoai 
for  ^  ooQvioti ;  and  tha  way  in  whi<^ 
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a  prison  is  bnilt  for  ooDviois  is  this.  In 
the  first  instance,  the  custom  is  to  erect 
a  small  prison  by  oontraot,  capable  of 
holding  a  lew  men,  and  when  that  has 
been  done  the  ooaTiots  themselves  are 
em|^07ed  in  building  a  larger  prison. 
It  18  proposed  that  we  should  employ 
something  like  1,000  mmatBorer ;  but, 
in  the  fint  iastaace,  there  wUl  be  built 
by  eontraot  a  prison— I  speak  fitom 
memory— capable  of  aooommodating  200 
men.  When  that  is  oompletad  and  the 
conricts  are  sent  there,  they  will  be  em- 
ployed in  building  the  larger  {ttison; 
and  I  b^eTe  that  that  work  is  now 
going  on — I  mean  the  building  of  this 
larger  prison.  That  is  my  recollection  of 
the  facts  of  the  case.  The  larger  ques- 
tion of  the  character  of  the  works  in 
connection  with  the  harbour  itself  has 
been  left  unsettled  ;  but  it  is  to  be 
settled  within  the  Tery  few  years  which 
it  is  estimated  the  building  of  the  prison 
will  ooBupy.  The  Prison  Vote,  accord- 
ing to  my  rsodleotion  of  the  matter,  is 
in  any  wayooBoemed  with  the  con- 
stmstion  of  Uie  harbour  itself.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Admiralty  hare  not  yet 
setded  that  question. 

The  SEOEETABY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (kfr.  Hibbxrt)  :  m. 

The  OHANOELLOK  op  thiEXOHE- 
QUER  (Sir  Williaic  Haboouet)  :  My 
boa.  Friend  says  that  that  has  not  been 
settled;  and,  therefore,  the  character  of 
^e  harbour  works  itself  is  still  un- 
decided, and  all  questions  as  to  the 
actual  dimensions.  The  porition  and 
the  cost  of  the  harbour  works  must  be 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  at  a  future  time.  Acoovding  to 
my  recollection,  the  Estimate  formed  of 
the  expMtditore  involred  in  building 
th«  prison  itself  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
between  £60,000  and  £60,000.  That 
•zpenditure  is  not  yet  completed.  In- 
deed, I  think  that  it  is  not  half  com- 
pleted. The  work  is  still  going  on,  and 
all  other  matters  are  stilf  in  abeyance 
and  nnder  the  control  of  the  Treasury. 

SiE  EOBEBT  PEEL:  I  think  the 
statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, in  conjunction  with  that  which 
has  been  made  by  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  tieoreitary  to  the  Treasury,  re- 
quires some  further  explanation  from  the 
Q-oremment.  The  late  Home  Secretary 
says  that  an  arrangement  has  been 
made  for  the  establii^mentof  a  harbour 
at  Dover  ;  and  in  the  positim  ho  now 
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ooonpies  as  CBumesUor  of  tiw  Sxcbaqnev 
he  informs  the  Oommitiee  that  we  are 
about  to  establish  a  oonviot  ^aon  at 
Dover,  at  an  expense  of  from  £AO,000 
to  £60,000,  for  the  purpose  of  under- 
taking works  whi<^  every  successive 
Gkivsznment  has  condemned  up  to  the 
present  hoar.  That  is  a  fact  within  my 
own  knowledge.  IreooUeet,  years  ago, 
expenditure  of  a  similar  chameter  bemg 
incurred  ia  connec^n  with  Alder- 
ney  Harbour.  Thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  pounds,  amounting,  in  the 
whole,  to  more  than  £1,000,000,  were 
thrown  away  upon  those  worthless 
works,  which  were  supposed,  at  the 
time,  to  be  of  some  advantage  to  us  in 
protecting  us  from  an  invasion  from 
France,  but  whidi  have  since  been 
proved  to  be  utterly  valneless.  The 
harbour  of  Dover  is  acknowledged  to 
be  valueless  as  a  harbour  of  refuge; 
and  yet  it  is  stated  that  convict  labour 
is  to  be  employed  there  for  the  purpose 
of  construotiDg  a  harbour  of  refuge. 
I  think  it  is  most  important  that  uie 
new  Parliament  now  assembled  hue, 
should  have  these  subjects  thoroughly 
threshed  out,  in  order  tikat  they  may 
understand  what  it  is,  in  these  days  of 
eooQomioal  professions,  they  ore  pledging 
the  country  to.  I  see  before  me  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  iat  Burnley 
(Mr.  Bylands),  who  has  always  taken 
great  interest  in  these  Estimates;  and, 
although  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  he  is  not 
a  Member  of  the  Government,  I  ht^e 
that  he  will  still  observe  some  of  that 
independence  of  oharaeter  which  has 
always  oharacterixed  him.  I  would  ask 
him  now  to  got  up  in  his  place  and 
make  a  statement  iu  confirmation  of 
what  I  have  stated.  In  the  few  re- 
marks addressed  to  the  Oommittee 
the  Prime  Minister,  the  right  hon. 
Gmtleman  alluded  to  the  neoeaul^  of 
finding  employmeat  for  convicts;  but 
what  I  wish  to  know  is,  whether  the 
Government  have,  in  any  way,  sanotioned 
the  expenditure  of  £50,000  or  £60,000 
on  a  convict  establishment  at  Dover, 
with  the  view  of  constructing  harbour 
works,  which  are  to  cost  at  least 
£700,000,  and  probably  £1,400,000  be- 
fore they  are  finished  f  Is  this  the 
object  for  which  a  eonviot  prison  u 
being  provided  at  Dover  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  convicts  who  have  neen 
released  from  the  oonstniotioii  of  pnbtio 
works  at  Portamooth  and  Flymoathf 


Digitized  by 


7a7   Sufpltf^Oipil  Smticai,    {FjsBHiriaT  19,  1886}   ^.  Ettimatgs,  lBU-6.  788 


In  my  opinion,  that  is  not  the  way  in 
rrbitk  the  expenditnte  of  &e  publie 
money  ehonld  be  carried  mi.  II  you 
want  to  emplmr  oonviots,  do  it  in  some 
other  way,  uid  not  in  the  o(nistrnotion 
(rf  works  which  ereryone  knows  will  be 
ot  no  Taloe  at  all  as  a  harbour  of 
refiage.  In  my  bumble  judgmeat  ve, 
in  this  House,  should  set  our  faces  at 
once  against  a  Vote  of  this  kind,  unless 
we  have  a  distinct  understanding  that 
we  shall  not  find  ourseWes  pledged,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  to  a  much 
larger  expenditure. 

Thb  OHANCELLOE  opthb  EXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  Wiujak  Habcovst)  :  The 
House  has  already  expressed  an  opinion 
aa  this  subject. 

8iK  EGBERT  FEEL:  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  mistaken. 

Thb  OHANOELLOR  of  the  EXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  Willluc  Habooubtj:  The 
House  expressed  a  deliberate  opinion 
upon  it  two  years  ago  at  my  invitation. 
The  propwition  wastiiat  there  should  be 
a  lurbour  ol  refuge  established  at 
Dover.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  present  whoi  the  sub- 
ject was  brought  forward.  [SirBoBSKT 
Pbbl:  I  was.]  Thou  the  right  hon, 
Baronet  mustknow  that  the  whole  matter 
was  considered,  and  that  the  House  came 
to  a  deliberate  opinion  that  the  works 
should  be  done,  and  authorized  the  com- 
meneement  of  tite  oonviot  prison.  That 
was  distinctly  the  case ;  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  will  refer  back  to  the  re* 
port  of  the  debate,  he  will  see  that  the 
whole  matter  was  fairly  placed  before  the 
House,  and  that  all  that  was  left  un- 
settled then  was  the  exact  plans  of  the 
bnakwater,  which  were  to  be  subject  to 
a  revision  emd  considwation  afterwards. 
The  House  was  distinotly  asked  to  pledge 
ite^  to  the  proposition  that  a  break- 
water sbonld  be  constructed  at  Dover, 
and  that  a  convict  prison  should  be  built 
for  the  purpose  of  making  provision  for 
the  convicts  who  were  to  be  employed  in 
making  the  breakwater.  That  proposi- 
tion was  deliberately  affirmed  by  the 
House;  and  what  is  now  left  for  the 
House  of  Commons  to  do  is,  to  say  what 
sum  they  propose  to  spend  upon  that 
breakwater.  That  is  the  only  question 
now  left ;  but  that  subject  cannot  be 
raised  on  the  Vote  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee. It  catt  only  be  raised  when  the 
Oraunittee  are  asked  for  a  Yote  to  de&ay 
iha  eost  of  the  harbour,  and  the  present 

VOL.  COCn.   [thibd  sebies.] 


Yote  is  only  ten  the  purpose  of  having 
plans  pr^aied. 

OanziuL  Sub  GEOBGE  BALFOUB : 
The  adoption  oi  the  Tote  woold  pledge 
the  House  to  more  than  that. 

Thb  CHANGELLOB  ov  the  EXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  "William  Haeoourt)  :  Not 
as  I  understand  it ;  but  I  did  not  prepare 
the  Estimate.  As  I  understand  the 
matter,  it  has  been  proposed  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  making  provision  for 
plans  in  reference  to  the  construction  of 
harbour  works.  I  am  sure  that  the  plans 
have  not  yet  been  prepared  ;  of  that  I 
feel  perfectly  convinced ;  and  there  must 
be  a  further  application  to  the  House 
before  anything  can  be  done  in  the 
matter.  When  the  House  is  asked  to 
vote  a  sum  of  mcmey  for  the  harbour 
works  the  whole  question  of  the  oon- 
struotion  of  a  harbour  of  refuge  will 
arise,  and  it  will  then  be  open  for  the 
House  to  say  what  should  be  done.  So 
far  the  details  of  the  harbour  works  have 
not  yet  been  laid  before  Parliament; 
but  the  House,  in  a  former  Session, 
on  the  distanot  statement  that  a  harbour 
was  to  be  made,  was  committed  by  its 
action  to  the  conatruotion  of  the  convict 
prison. 

Mr.  EYLANDS  :  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  confirm  the  general  statement 
which  has  been  made  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  Hiq  Chancellor  of  the  Exuhequer. 
I  recollect  perfectly  well  that  there  was 
a  proposition  made  by  the  Government 
that  money  should  be  voted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  a  prison,  with  the  ulti- 
mate view  of  proceeding  with  &ose 
harbour  works.  To  that  extent  the 
House  went.  I  am  bound  to  tell  my 
right  hon.  Friend  opposite  the  Member 
for  Blackburn  (Sir  Bobert  Feel)  that  I 
look  back  upon  the  House  of  Oommons 
in  the  last  Parliament  as  being  a  House 
as  little  disposed  to  regard  questions  of 
economy  as  any  House  which  ever  ex- 
isted. I  am  quite  sure  of  this— and  in 
this  respect  I  confirm  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  opinion — that  the  House  has 
never  yet  been  placed  in  posseaeiou  of 
any  Estimate  of  the  probable  expendi- 
ture on  these  works  in  such  a  manner 
as  would  justify  the  House  in  voting  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  carrying  on 
works  the  expediency  of  which  is  more 
or  less  doubtful.  Of  course,  we  areoom- 
mitted  to  the  construction  of  this  prison ; 
but,  as  I  understand  the  present  Yote,  it 
ia  a  Yote  o£  £300  on  aeoount  of  Dover 
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Harbour ;  and  wbat  I  am  afraid  is  that 
ire  ahall  he  told,  if  ve  paes  this  Vote  of 
£300,  that  we  have  committed  ourselves 
to  a  nnoh'  greater  ernenditure  for  fUtare 
iforha,   I  nnderetood  the  Ohaneellor  of 
the  Szohequer  to  g^e  a  pledf^,  whioh  I 
imagine  the  Oovernment  will  not  wieh 
to  depart  firom,  thait  before  the  House  is 
abaolntely  committed  to  any  enormous 
expenditore  for  works  whioh  bare  been 
shown  in  other  cases  to  be  aeeless,  the 
House  will  be  put  in  possession  of  all 
the  information  that  is  neeeeeary  to  con- 
firm their  judgment.   I  mnet,  however, 
remind  the  Ohaneellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Government  that  a  custom  has 
grown  up  in  Oommittee  of  Supply,  which 
may,  perhaps,  not  be  known  to  new 
Hembers  of  the  House,  by  whioh  a 
Member  of  the  Government  comes  down 
here  with  a  first  Vote,  and  having  ob- 
tained that  Yote  has  subsequently  con- 
tended that  the  House  had  been  com- 
mitted to  an  expenditore  for  a  special 
object.  I,  therefore,  think  that  when 
the  (Government  ask  fm*  a  ^nlimina;^ 
Vote  th^  are  bound  to  place  on  the 
£fltimates  the  total  sum  which  th&7  ex- 
pect to  expend  hereafter.    I  recollect, 
some  years  ago,  a  proposal  being  made 
in  connection  with  a  scheme  for  the 
ereotion  of  buildings  on  a  plot  of  land  in 
oloae  contiguity  with  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament,  tlpon  that  occasion  the  First 
Oommiseioner  of  Works  oamedown  to  the 
House  and  proposed  that  we  should  vote 
&  small  sum  of  money — some  £5,000 — 
for  preUmiDary  expenses,  lliat  Yote  was 
not  accompanied  with  any  statement  of 
&e  entire  expenditure  eontem|dftted, 
and  on  that  ground  I  was  suooessful  in 
oppodng  it;  and  in  oonseqneace  a  very 
lai^ge  expenditure  for  on  unneoeesary 
objeot  wasprevented.  In  this  ease,  if  we 
pass  this  Tote  irithottt  a  dietinot  under- 
standing from  the  Government  we  may 
find  ourselves  committed  to  a  very  large 
expenditure  indeed  for  a  useless  purpose. 
I  know  it  is  a  thankless  duty  to  oppose 
the  expenditure  of  public  money.  I 
know  that  men  who  oppose  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  get  far  more  abuse 
than  credit.    I  am  glad  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  !^me  Division  of 
Somersetshire  ^Mr.  Baker)  has  raised 
his  voice  on  thia  ocoasion  in  favour  of 
economy,  seeing  that  he  is  one  of  the 
new  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  have  been  returned  to  this  Par- 
liament.   I  am  confident  that  thc^, 

Mr.  SyUmd$ 


as  a  body,  will  not  allfnr  l&e  fact 
that  we  have  in  Office  a  Gtoveamment 
wMoh  belongs  to  their  own  Party  to 
form  any  ground  ftwnqip(»tuig  the  Qo- 
vemment  in  the  extravagant  expendi- 
ture of  public  money.  During  tin>  last 
Parliament,  when  a  Libwal  GevBrnment 
was  ia  power,  I  constantly  endeavoofed 
to  check  their  extravagance ;  but  I  do 
not  know  that  I  did  much  good.  I  re- 
ceived so  little  support  that  I  found  it 
was  hopelese  to  attempt  to  make  any 
impression  upon  the  Bsttmates,  which 
have  gone  on  increasing  from  year  to 
year,  until  they  are  now  a  perfect 
soandal.  With  regard  to  this  Vote  of 
£800,  and  seeing  Uiat  we  are  bound  to 
build  a  convict  prison,  it  is  only  reason- 
able to  ask  that  we  should  have  same 
statement  as  to  what  is  the  oontMnplated 
amount  of  expenditure  which  will  here- 
after be  incurred.  We  certainly  ought 
to  know  the  cost  of  the  work  costem- 
plated  within  £10,000,  £30,000,  or 
£30,000,  and  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
see  m  this  Bstimate  some  sach  state- 
ment. At  all  events,  «e  have  the  pledge 
of  the  Ohaneellor  of  the  Exchequer  tlmt 
in  voting  this  sam  of  £300  for  some 
purpose  which  I  do  not  exactly  under- 
stand we  are  not  committing  ourselves 
to  an  approval  of  any  scheme  of  a  large 
character,  involving  ultimately  a  very 
cfmsiderable  amount  of  expenditun. 
If  I  am  to  understand  that  no  Estimate 
will  be  taken  which  will  in  any  way  com- 
mit the  House  of  Commons  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  object  to  this  small  Vote. 

Mn.BITOHIE:  The  Department  with 
which  I  was  connected  in  the  last  Go- 
vernment (the  Admiralty),  tdthough  it 
had  really  no  eontrol  over  the  expeadi- 
ture,  was,  nevertheless,  the  D^iartmwt 
which  was  charged  with  carrying  oat 
the  engineering  works  in  oonneetion 
with  this  sdieme.  I  may  say  that  no- 
thing in  the  shape  of  harbour  work  has 
been  executed  by  the  late  Government, 
and  this  expenditure  of  £800  is  in- 
tended to  be  purely  preliminary.  As 
some  questions  have  been  asked  in  re- 
ference to  what  is  thought  to  foe  the 
contemplated  and  probable  cost  of  the 
works  in  oonneotion  with  this  harbour, 
I  will  tell  the  Oommittee  what  I  undw- 
stand  to  be  the  position  of  matte^.  The 
question  of  Dover  Harbour,  as  most 
hon.  Members  are  aware,  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  House  on  more  than  one 
oeoftuon,  aad  on  more  than  om  oeenion 
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has  h%eiL  ndirred  both  tO/Beleat  ud 
DepBrtmuital  Oommittee&  ZbaUeretliat 
the  oODoliinoii  anired  at  by  the  Tarions 
Commitleea  was  tiiat  a  karbonr  at  Doror 
would  be  an  extremely  tisefol  and  a  very 
desirable  ^ng.  Varioue  schemes  for 
that  pnrpoee  Kare  been  under  ooasidera- 
tion,  and  on  rarioue  ocoaatona  Bobemes 
have  been  adopted ;  and  X  think  that  the 
oontemplated  expenditure  upon  them 
has  varied  from  a  minimum  of  about 
£750,000  to  ft  maximum  of  £3,500,000. 

GEinmu.  Sia  OEOBGE  BAIjFOUR  : 
The  last  sdieme  was  estimated  to  ooet 
about  £1,000,000. 

Mb.  BITOHIB:  Perhaps  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Qeotleman  may  possess  informa- 
tion  whioh  I  do  not ;  but  my  information 
is  that  the  aoham*  involTing  the  mini- 
mmn  of  axpenditare  would  oort  about 
£760,000,  while  the  soheme  ooeanon- 
ing  the  maxinuim  otttl«y  would  in- 
toTto  an  expenditure  of  £2,500,000. 
tritimately  the  question  came  to  be  one 
between  two  different  schemes  —  one 
ooeiing  something  like  £1,000,000,  and 
anotfaerooetingsometiiing  like£7dO,000; 
and  I  may  say  that  the  more  ezpensiTe 
soheme  gave  deep-water  accommodation 
in  the  harbour  to  an  extent  oonsiderably 
greater  than  would  be  provided  by  the 
leas  costly  plan  involving  an  expendi* 
tare  of  £750,000.  It  was  ultimately 
resolved  by  Her  Majeety^s  Government 
in  1883,  as  I  understand,  to  adopt  the 
larger  of  these  two  schemes ;  and  they, 
therefore^  assented  to  a  pn^oeal  which 
was  made  to  (item  to  eonstruot  a  harbonr 
at  Dover,  with  a  very  large  amount  of 
deep-water  aocoamodatiott,  the  oMt  of 
whioh  was  to  be  sometfaiog  like 
£1,100,000.  It  is,  as  far  as  I  under- 
stand, upon  the  basis  of  that  assent  in 
1883  that  the  works  have  since  been 
proeeeded  with ;  and  the  works  have 
consisted  up  to  the  presMit,  as  the  right 
hon.  OentMUtan  (Sir  William  Haroourt) 
has  stated,  of  a  eonvict  prison,  which 
was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  housing 
the  convicte  to  be  employed.  Comaattees 
have  reported,  on  several  occasions,  that 
a  harbour  at  I>over  would  be  of  great 
benefit  both  to  the  Navy  and  the  Her* 
cantile  Marine ;  and  when  the  harbour 
was  decided  upon  it  was  thought  desir- 
able that  conviots  should  be  employed 
i^n  the  works.  Up  to  the  present 
time  the  only  expenditore  intmned  upon 
the  works  has  hem  the  expenditure  in- 
Gtund.  for  the  eouTiirt  prison.  ItfoUowe, 


U  ooutw,  fhai  baving-  gotte  to-  a  lar^ 
expense  in  building  a  convict  prison, 
and  it  having  been  so  frequently  decided 
that  a  harbonr  should  be  oonairuoted, 
that  the  House  will  be  asked,  and  will 
probably  Donsent,  to  the  construction  of 
a  harbour.  I  may  point  out  that  it  is 
oontemplated  that  when  the  harbour  is 
oompleted,  whioh  I  understand  will  not 
be  for  16  or  20  years,  it  is  to  be  handed 
over  to  a  Dover  Harbour  Oommiasion ; 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  dues  reoeived 
by  that  Oommiasion  for  the  use  of  the 
harbour  would  pay  a  £sir  interest  upon 
about  ona-half  of  the  total  ezpendi- 
tnre. 

Mb.  AETHUR  O'OONNOEs  I  do 
not  want  to  follow  the  hon.  Gentieman 
who  has  just  down  into  the  statistics 
with  which  he  has  ftvoured  the  Ckmi- 
mittee ;  but  I  desire  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  OoDunittee  to  one  aspect  of 
the  question  whioh,  up  to  the  present 
moment,  appears  to  have  been  lost  eight 
of.  It  ia  proposed  to  enter  into  a  large 
expenditure  of  public  money;  but  in 
regard  to  this  particular  service  it  is 
pr<^M>Bed  to  expend  the  whole  of  that 
money  in  Great  Britain.  We  have  it 
upon  the  authority  of  one  of  the  chief 
officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  within 
the  last  few  weeks,  that  a  very  muoh 
larger  sum  Is  raised  in  Ireland  by  Im- 
perial taxation  than  is  spent  in  that 
country.  We  have  for  years  been  con- 
tending that  the  distribution  <d  publio 
money  is  most  inequitable  as  r^iusds 
Ireland,  and  this  is  an  illustration  of 
what  we  oomphuaad  of.  We  have  oon- 
viota  in  Ireland  as  wall  as  ia  Englaad, 
and  eoasts  which  require  harbour  ao- 
wmmodatioo  in  Ireland  as  well  as  in 
country)  and  we  contribute  according 
to  our  resouroes  quite  as  moob,  as  tax- 
payers, as  those  of  England  to  the  PubKo 
Expenditure.  I  would  therefore  ask  the 
ChanoeUor  of  the  Kxohequer  what  he 
pr<^BPS  to  do  in.  regard  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  public  money  ?  Whatia  Ire- 
land to  get  for  the  purpose  of  eonstruot- 
ing  harbours? 

Thb  CHAIKMAN  :  I  must  call  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Gantlemaa  to  the 
fact  that  the  Question  now  before  the 
Oommittee  is  i^e  Question  of  Dover 
Harbour,  and  that  it  is  not  competent 
for  him,  uppu  that  limited  Question,  to 
cuter  into  the  question  of  the  dvtribn- 
tion  of  publio  momj  as  bafcveen  the 
Three  KingdinaB. 

2  B  2 
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Ux.  ARTHTTS  (VOONKOB:  Quto 
80.  I  com|d6tely  apprehend  that  point. 
But  ve  are  asked  to  rote,  out  of  the 
ooBiBon  funds  of  the  Empire,  moB^ 
which  is  to  go  exelusiToly  for  terrices 
in  oonnectioa  with  England,  whereas 
no&ioff  whatever  is  to  be  done  for  Ire- 
land. I  ol^ect  to  the  inequality.  We 
have  a  nnnbw  of  cooTisto  in  Ireland 
who  used  to  be  employed  in  the  Oore  of 
Oork.  They  might  be  em|d^ed  in  the 
perfoxnuuioe  of  precisely  simiutr  eenioes 
at  Gal  way  and  in  other  parts  of  Ireland ; 
and  I  think  it  was  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  late  Government  to  institute  some 
such  serrioes.  Perhaps  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  call  the  attention  of  the  Oom- 
mittee,  for  a  moment,  to  the  fact  that 
on  the  coast  of  the  county  of  which  I 
am  one  of  the  BepresentatiTes  —  the 
county  of  Donegal— not  long  ago  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  gun^boats  was  lost,  be- 
cause diere  was  no  accommodation  along 
that  coast  such  as  that  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  provide  on  the  Southern 
Coast  of  Eagland.  I  would  adc  that 
hen.  Uembers,  before  the  assent  of  the 
Irish  Bepreeentativefl  is  giren  or  even 
asked  for  to  this  partiaolir  Vote,  may 
be  informed  of  the  intentions  of  the  Qo- 
Tentmeat,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  em- 
ploymmt  of  convicts  in  England,  but  in 
reganl  to  the  pnblio  works  of  this  d«* 
soription  which  are  to  be  undertaken  in 
Ireland  as  well,  and  also  what  proportion 
of  the  Public  Expenditure  is  to  be  de- 
voted to  Ireland  for  this  kind  of  service  f 

Thb  oh  ANOELLOE  of  thb  EXOHE- 
QUEE  (Sir  Wiluam  Hahooubt)  :  I 
admit  the  reasonableness  of  the  request 
of  the  hon.  Member.  It  is  only  a  reason- 
able Teqvest  that  the  employment  of 
oonviots  in  useful  public  works  should 
not  be  confined  to  iWg^and,  but  that  em- 
|iloyment  ehonld  also  be  found  for  them 
IB  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  I  oan- 
not,  of  cmose,  Bay,  off-hand,  to  what 
extent,  or  in  what  manner,  employment 
on  osafiil  public  worka  can  at  tiie  pre- 
sent time  be  found  for  oonviets  in  ue- 
land.  A  demand  was  made  some  time 
ago  in  reference  to  Scotland,  and  it  was 
eare&dly  considered.  The  Government 
were  asked  that  convict  labour  should 
be  employed  in  connection  with  certain 
public  works  in  Scotland.  I  do  not 
know  in  what  state  the  matter  is  now ; 
but  we  did  consider  that  the  application, 
BO  fatt  as  the  harbour  of  Peterhead  was 
conesmed,  nd^t  be  oennted  to^  and  I 


believe  that  wotka  there  are  aetaaUj 
going  on  now.  I  shall  be  quite  pre- 
paxed  to  consider  the  reascffiableness  oi 
emplojring  c<»vi«t  labour  in  uBsful 
works  of  a  similar  oharaetw  in  Irdaod. 

Gaptaih  FIEIxD  :  I  would  like  to 
offer  one  word  to  the  Craimittee  on  this 
question  before  it  is  disposed  of.  I  traet 
that  BO  furtlMr  oppositifm  will  be  offsred 
by  the  Oommittee  to  this  Tote.  I^eak 
as  a  naval  man,  uid  I  can  say  lhat  all 
naval  men  warmly  suppcoi  the  Tots. 
The  hon.  Membw  who  has  just  sat 
down  compUuaed  that  similar  convict 
labour  is  not  employed  in  Irdand.  Not, 
I  know  the  whole  of  the  coast  all  roond 
Ireland,  and  I  must  congrattdate  the 
Irieh  people  on  possessing  alresd; 
magnificent  harbours  on  ihwt  oosat. 
[Colonel  Nouh:  Where?]  I  decline 
to  answer  questions  that  may  be  put  to 
me  while  I  am  addressing  the  Chidrman 
of  Committees.  The  case  is  entird;  diffe- 
rent with  regard  to  the  eoaat  of  England. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  no  haibour 
suitable  for  mea-of-war  to  call  at  be- 
twem  FortuDOUth  and  Hull ;  and  it  is  ci 
the  utmost  importanoe  not  only  that  ^ 
harbour  at  Dovev  ahould  be  completed, 
but  that  other  harbours  <rf  refuge 
should  be  constructed.  Naral  men  have 
been  anxious  to  see  the  harbour  at  Doiw 
completed ;  and  so  long  as  you  delay  its 
completion  you  can  have  very  little  le- 
gard  for  your  first  line  of  defence.  I  an 
swry  to  see  hon.  Members  quibbling 
and  carping  in  this  House  at  expeoses 
of  this  kind.  I  should  have  thoagbt 
that  the  first  maritime  country  in  the 
world  would  have  been  most  anxious  to 
spend  money  and  do  all  that  is  necessuy 
inprovidingharbouvsandcoalin^statifmi 
for  its  Navy  and  for  its  extensive  Com- 
mercial Marine.  Forei^ere  have  beea 
astounded  at  the  apathy  of  this  oonntqr 
in  regard  to  the  Mfefy  of  the  lives  m 
those  who  cany  (m  tlieir  oommeroe  qwa 
the  high  seas.  We  are  a  weaUhyenu- 
try,  aad  it  is  ridicalouB  f or  us  te  can 
about  the  expenditure  of  a  few  tJimtssu 
pounds  upon  a  harbour  which  would  be 
of  the  greatest  service  both  to  ships  of 
the  Boyal  Navy  and  of  the  Mercantile 
Marine.  I  am  afraid  that  tf  a  gtwi 
naval  war  were  to  break  out  this  coun- 
try would  be  in  a  state  of  great  ^arm 
in  regard  to  its  naval  stations ;  and  I 
submit  that  it  is  of  the  ittmost  iafwrt- 
Mice  to  provide  useful  eoaling  statHms 
in  the  event  of  war.  fiome  day  th# 
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ooontry  will  wafae  up  to  a  tmo  flense  of 
its  position ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  see  the 
opposition  vhtoh  has  been  raised  to  the 
Vote.  I  sincerely  hope  that  it  will  not 
be  pursued  further. 

Ifs.  HAI7DEL  OOSSHAM:  There 
hare  been  tvo  or  three  points  raised  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  upon  vhieh 
I  shoald  like  to  say  a  word.  I  have 
noticed  how  difficult  it  seems  to  be  in 
this  House  to  check  Expenditure  ;  and  I 
would  ask  hon.  Members  who  have  made 
their  first  appearance  in  the  House  to 
assist  by  every  means  in  their  power  in 
oheokinfi^  the  Public  iirpenditure.  I 
think  there  is  no  duty  we  owe  to  the 
conntry  which  is  more  incumbent  upon 
us  than  that  of  securing  economy  in  the 
!Es;penditure  of  the  country ;  and  that 
duty  falls  upon  us  with  greater  force  on 
the  present  occasion  on  aoconnt  of  the 
commercial  depression  irom  which  the 
country  is  suffning.  This  is  not  a  time 
for  naval  Gentlemen  to  press  upon  Par- 
liament the  necessity  of  iboreaeing  its 
EKpenditure.  Naval  men  are  only  in- 
fluenoed  by  the  fact  that  they  receive  a 
great  deal  more  money  than  tbey  pay  ; 
but  those  who  represent  the  oommerce 
and  industry  of  the  conntry  pay  much 
more  than  they  receive.  I,  therefore, 
hope  that  the  new  Members  of  this 
House  will  back  up  the  Government,  or 
any  other  Party  which  tries  to  check  the 
Expenditure ;  and  I  am  glad  to  welcome 
assistance  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House  in  keeping  down  Expenditure 
for  purposes  of  doubtful  utility.  As- 
sistance  from  that  aide  was  not  expected 
or  looked  for ;  and  although  the  conver- 
sion of  hon.  Membftrs  opposite  has  been 
brought  about  late  I  am  sure  it  will  be 
bnlra  -with  satisfiaotiCHi,  and  I  trust  that 
in  fiitnre  they  will  continue  their  assist- 
ance in  the  some  directicm  in  lessening 
the  Expenditure  of  the  country,  and  in 
making  it  more  in  accordance  with  the 
position  in  which  we  stand  in  regard  to 
agriculture  and  oommerce.  I  would 
seriously  urge  npon  the  House  the  du^ 
of  exercising  great  oare  in  future  in 
regard  to  the  Expenditure  of  the  coun- 

Mr.  GREGWRT  :  I  may  be  very  ob- 
tuse, but  I  must  oonfeas  that  I  do  not 
understand  the  purpose  for  which  this 
Vote  is  asked.  We  were  originally  told 
that  the  Vote  was  only  for  a  preliounary 
survey  before  we  were  ashed  to  enter 
into  a  large  expenditare  ioit  the  purpose 


of  oarxying  out  plans  in  conneotdon  with 
the  oonstroction  of  harbour  works,  which 
plans  were  to  be  laid  b^Mre  the  Hotne 
before  the  expenditure  was  entered  iato. 
As  I  gather  f»m  the  8|wacheB  which  haro 
been  made  by  the  hon.  Hemlwr  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  (lb.  Bitchie)  and  others. 
Parliament  has  already  sanctioned  a 
considerable  amount  of  expenditnre  in 
connection  with  these  works.  Acoord- 
ingto  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamlets  there  have  been  two  scdtemes, 
one  of  which  is  to  cost  £760,000,  and 
theother£l, 000,000 ;  but  I  am  certainly 
at  a  loss  to  understand  whether  or  not 
either  of  those  schemes  has  yet  reoeivea 
the  sanction  of  Parliament.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohancetlor  of  the 
Exchequer  tells  us  that  some  £50,000  or 
£60,000  have  already  been  voted  for 
the  pui^se  of  eons^oothig  a  oonviet 
prison  at  Dover  for  the  oeoolamodatioa 
of  1,000  convicts,  who  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  erection  of  tihese  works. 
We  are  told  that  we  have  already,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  by  assenting  to 
that  expenditure,  committed  ourselves 
to  the  works  which  are  to  be  ultimately 
undertaken  in  connection  with  the  oon- 
sttuction  of  a  harbour.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  think  it  is  as  well  ihat 
we  should  understand  cleariy  what  it  is 
we  are  asked  to  do.  It  is  true  that  this 
is  a  small  sum  ;  but  it  may  form  part  of 
a  mnch  larger  sum,  and  what  I  want  to 
know  is,  whether  it  does  form  part  of  a 
larger  snm  or  not  ?  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Government  have  aa  yet  given  us 
fUU  information  upon  that  point.  No 
doubt  right  hoB.  Gentlemen  onpoeite 
have  only  been  for  a  ehort  time  in 
Offio^  and  thw  may  have  had  very  little 
opportunity  for  examining  tibe  Esti- 
mate and  Hie  services  for  whidi  it  is 
xequired ;  but  I  think  it  would  have  been 
wul  if  it  had  been  expluned  that  the 
sum  asked  for  is  part  of  a  larger  sum, 
and  if  it  had  been  indicated  what  that 
larger  sum  is  to  be.  It  ought  certainly 
to  be  explained  whether,  by  passing  this 
Vote,  we  are  sanctioning  a  larger  expen- 
diture or  not.  Until  this  is  done,  and  we 
have  some  assurance  from  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  how  this  Estimate  is  formed, 
and  to  what  account  the  money  is  to  be 
placed,  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  as* 
sent  to  it. 

The  oh  ANOELLOR  or  the  EXOHE- 
OUEE  (Sir  William  HAECOtmi):  I 
have  already  wplained  how  the  matter 
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steads.  I  k&ve  stated  that  the  erection 
of  pOBon  was  Banctioaed  in  a  pre- 
viooB  Seeaion,  with  a  viev  to  the  ulti- 
mate eonstruotion  of  a  breakwater  io 
Borer  Harbour.  The  prison  itseU  wiil 
probablytake  three  orfour  years  to  build, 
and  uRer  it  ia  oompleted  and  ooeupied  the 
baiboar  works  would  be  oonuneaoed  by 
thBconTiotfl. 

Kb.'  GBEGOBY  :  What  is  to  be  the 
oost  of  the  harbour  works  ? 

The  OHANOELLOR  of  thk  EXOHE- 
QUEB  (Sir  William  Habooubt)  :  At 
the  express  wish  of  the  Treasury,  the 
engineering  works  in  eonneotion  with 
the  harbour  hare  been,  as  the  hon. 
Mnaber  for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr. 
Sitchie)  has  stated,  intrusted  to  the 
Admiralty ;  but,  of  course,  what  the 
House  ought  to  hare,  before  it  sanctions 
the  final  amount  of  expenditure,  is  accu- 
rate plans  of  the  breakwater,  and  an 
estimate  of  what  it  will  cost.  As  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Bitohie) 
has  stated,  there  have  been  two  eohemes 
aubmitted,  one  of  whioh  will  cost 
£760,000  to  oarry  out,  and  the  other 
£1,000,000,  which  will  give  mueh  better 
deep-water  aooommodation.  Between 
those  two  schemes  the  House  will,  ptac- 
tioaUy,  have  to  deoide ;  but  in  order  to 
make  the.plwa  it  is  neeessary  to  take 
soundings,  to  make  surreys,  and  to  incur 
a  certain  amount  of  expenditure  in 
making  them.  Certain  preliminary  in- 
quiries have  to  be  made  by  the  Admi- 
ralty as  to  the  physical  diffiuuities  to  be 
opexoume,  the  nature  of  the  bottom,  and 
eo  forth.  Pending  the  aoquisition  of 
this  necessary  prelimioary  information, 
40  plane  or  estimates  of  the  harbour 
have  been  prepared  or  can  be  made,  or, 
indeed,  wiU  be  required  for  Bomethiog 
Uke  three  years.  That  is  my  answer  to 
the  question  «f  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sussex  (Mr.  Grexory),  vha4i  the  money 
intruded  in  the  Yote  ie  asked  for.  The 
object  is  to  enable  the  neoeseary  plans 
«Dd  Qstimatea  to  be  framed. 

OxBflBA£  SiB  GEOBGS  BAI^FOUB: 
X  must  object  to  the  statement  which 
has  been  made  by  the  Chaneellor  of  the 
Bxnhequer.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
haa  quoted  a  Memorandum  which  hae 
not  been  laid  ifpua  the  Table  of  the 
House> 

Mb.  JAOKSON  :  The  hob.  Member 
ioK  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  has  asked 
what  this  Vote  is  for.  I  am,  to  a  large 
ex^t,  veapon^e  £ov  th»  Mtivated  awn 

Sir  WHUttm  Smvotiri 


of  money  which  appears  in  the  Vote; 
aad  I  am  bound  to  confirm  what  has 
been  stated  by  the  Chanoelior  of  the 
Exchequer — that  the  money  ie  meos^ 
sary  for  the  puqtose  of  preparing 
plans  and  making  estimates  as  to  the 
cost  of  the  wwks  before  undertaking 
the  oonstructioQ  of  the  harbour.  Whe- 
ther the  House  is  oommitted  to  tiis 
prineiple  of  oonatruoting  a  broakwatsr 
or  not  I  oannot  aay.  mj  hon.  Friend 
haa  eaid  that  the  present  GoTeramsnt 
have  not  been  long  in  Office ;  but  he  has 
himself  been  for  a  loog  period  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  he  must  be 
aware  that  the  House  has  already  sano- 
tioned  the  expenditure  required  for  the 
building  of  the  convict  prison  at  Dover, 
and  he  must  also  know  what  the  pur. 
pose  is  for  which  it  has  been  deoided  to 
remove  the  convicts  there— namely,  to 
find  them  «npioyment  in  the  oonstruc- 
tion  of  the  proposed  harbour  works.  It 
has  certainly  never  been  the  intention  of 
the  House  to  sanction  the  lar^  e^endi- 
ture  which  haa  already  been  ineurred  in 
connection  wUh  the  building  of  a  oonviot 
prison,  nnleea  it  was  alao  iatended  to 
use  the  labour  wbioh  it  is  proposed  to 
transfer.  I  can  asaore  my  ^n.  Friend 
that  this  ezpenditura  ia  necessary  ia 
ordw  to  comply  with  the  requiretneata 
of  the  Treasury  that  there  should  be 
an  estimate  of  the  total  oest  of  the 
harbour. 

Mb.  LABOUOHEJiE :  This  is  one  of 
the  Estimates  which  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  regard  with  a  oertaia 
amount  of  euspioion.  Whenever  the 
two  Front  Bentuies  agree  upon  an  Esti- 
mate I  think  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
every  independent  Member  to  oppose  it 
But  when  with  that  union  between  the 
two  Front  Benches  we  hare  the  Naval 
Members  of  the  Heuee  getting  up  and 
pressing  us  to  epend  a  littw  more  money 
there  is  additional  reason  for  opposing 
the  Tote.  I  have  liabened  attentively  to 
the  discussion  wbioh  has  taken  places 
and  I  think  that  it  explains,  to  some 
extent^  the  manner  in  which  the  publio 
money  is  wa^ed  and  squandered  in  this 
country.  It  appears  to  have  occurred 
to  fiomeoiie  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing, 
in  a  general  eort  of  way,  to  construct  ft 
harbour  at  Dover,  or  to  extend  the 
existing  harbour  by  building  a  break- 
water. A  practical  man  nught  be  «ip- 
poeed  to  consider,  in  the  first  insitance, 
vhat.  the  oost  w«nld  be-;  but  J  nv^r 


Digitized  by 


749    8upplif-^Ci»U  8«rvie»,  {FB»strAHir 


Id,  1866}    ^.  ^UrntUM,  1885w6.  730 


gather  from  the  han.  M«m1>er  tor  Leeds 
(Mr.  Jackson)  that  l^is  is  aOoaservatiTe 
Vote,  and  that  t«  are  asked,  in  the  first 
instaaoe,  to  pats  the  Vote,  and  then 
asoftrtaan  what  the  expense  of  the  works 
will  be.  [Mr.  Jaoksoit:  No.]  Well*  I 
do  not  know  that  thereis  ravoh  to  choose, 
in  iheae  matters,  between  one  side  of  the 
House  and  another.  Bofth  is  j  uet  as  bad 
as  tite  o^«r.  At  any  rate,  some  Gentle- 
men sHtmg  on  the  Front  Benches  hare 
eome  to  the  eoBK^noon  that  there  ought 
to  be  an  extouion  of  Dorer  Harbour. 
In  sttch  a  osee^  vhat  oonrse  -would  bnsi- 
zkOBs  men  have  taken  f  Tbey  would  hare 
ascertamed,  in  the  first  instance,  what 
tbe  harbour  would  cost. 

ThbOHANOELLOB  oftbb  EXCH£- 
QUSIB  (Sir  WiixiAM  HabOOTTWt):  "We 
had  a  Committee. 

Ms.  LABOUOHBRE :  They  had  a 
Committee.  We  know  very  well  what 
that  means.  The  Oommittee  said—' '  Let 
118  flist  build  a  prison  in  which  to  lodge 
the  etmricta  who  are  to  hnild  the  har- 
bour." They  spend  a  good  deal  of 
XDoney-'I  do  not  know  how  many  thou- 
sands of  poande— in  bnilding  this  prison, 
and  then  theC^iancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
tells  ns  the  Admiral^  and  the  Tceasury 
indulgeitt  a  litlto  oorrespondence.  Two 
plans  veve  sabDoitted,  one  of  which  is  to 
cost  £330,000,  and  Ae  other  £1,000,000. 
How  were  these  plans  made  ?  The  Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  tells  us  we  must 
expend  a  certain  amount  of  money  in 
order  to  make  a  plan ;  but  it  appears 
that  there  was  a  ^n  made  which  was 
considered  hoth  by  the  Treasury  and  the 
Admiralty. 

ThbOHANOBLLOR  <w  -m  EXOHS- 
QUEB(Sir'WiiJUHHABOOUKr):  Ayeot 
ago. 

Mb.  LABOUOHEBB  :  A  year  ago, 
and  jet  it  is  necessary  now  to  make 
Mirr^B  and  soondii^  and  borings,  in 
order  to  dedde  hxnr  to  make  this  har- 
hove^  I  BUppose  the  Oommittee,  before 
th^  arritea  at  a  decleioii,  had  some 
sort  of  evideiioe  before  them,  and  there 
must  hare  beeii  plans  before  the  Admi- 
ralty and  Treamrywitiiout  these  borings 
which  the  Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
t^ls  U6  must  now  be  made.  I  suppose 
Miat  l&eee  plans  have  been  pat  away  in 
some  pigeon-hole  and  forgotten ;  aud 
now  "we  are  to  begin  all  over  again  in 
order  to  prepare  mundinga  and  plans. 
We'  are  t<^d  that  seme  labourers  hare 
been  hited,  mmo  ettoee  obtained^  and 


we  are  asked  to  pass  the  salary  of  a  fare- 
man  of  works.  But,  at  present,  we  do 
not  know  what  the  plans  are  to  cost. 
Let  ns  have  something  dearly  before  ns 
in  order  to  show  ns  what  we  are  pledged 
to  before  we  pass  this  Vote.  Let  us 
hare  some  snffioient  data  as  to  &e 
soundings  and  botings  in  order  that  we 
may  ascertain  approximately  what  the 
harbour  will  oost.  As  this  is  almost  the 
first  Tote  proposed  in  the  new  Parliar 
ment,  I  &ink  tiiat  we  ought  to  inaugu- 
rate our  opinion  of  offieiakdom  by  at 
onoe  Toting  against  it. 

OoLomx  NOLAN :  I  want  to  point 
out  one  thing  in  regard  to  which  the 
late  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
lUtchie)  and  the  Ohanoellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer appear  to  be  agreed.  What  I 
complain  or  is  the  way  in  wiiich  the  Esti- 
mates are  presrated  to  Parliament.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 
(Mr.  Bitohie)  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  hare  told  ns  that  this  Esti- 
mate is  not  for  the  harbour ;  and  yet  we 
are  asked  to  vote  an  Estimate  "  of  the 
amountreqoired  in  the  year  1 S86  towards 
the  expense  of  ooustructing  a  new  bar- 
boor  at  Dover."  A  Tote  of  £800  is 
hudly  worth  dtsous^ng  if  it  were  not 
for  mo  faot  that  it  may  be  taken  to  have 
pledged  the  country  to  tib*  oonstruotion 
of  a  harboor.  I  was  one  of  the  Oom- 
mittee which  sat  to  incpiire  into  the 
question  of  constructing  harbours  of 
re^ge  ;  and  it  was  dearly  pointed  out 
that  several  harbours  of  refuge  are  re- 
quired, not  only  at  Dorer,  useful  as  a 
harbour  mi^  be  there,  n<^  only  as  a 
naval  station,  bnt  as  a  harbonr  of  re- 
fuge, and  also  in  other  situations  along 
the  coasts  <y£  ihe  Three  Kingdoms.  I 
am  not  going  to  propose  t^t  Parlia- 
ment should  spend  the  moa^  of  the 
country  in  constructing  the  haibours  of 
refuge  recommended  by  the  Committee ; 
bat  the  point  I  wish  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  tbe  Committee  to  is  that  point 
which  was  nased  1^  my  hon.  Friend 
i^e  Member  for  the  Eastern  Divinon  of 
Donegal  (Mr.  A.  O'Oonnor)  that  the 
Committee  proposed  several  hubonrs 
,  for  Ireland  as  well  aa  for  England.  Bat 
what  happened  ?  I  suppose  that  tiie 
late  Government  are  responsible  for  it ; 
but  the  late  Government  last  year  pro- 

fosed  an  Estimate  for  &  harbour  at 
'eterhead;  in  Scotland,  and  the  late 
Qovernment  adopted  it,  and  passed  it. 
The  newChmnnnent  bstre  now  intfe- 
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duced  another  Estimate,  and  the  late 
OoTernment  are  goinf^  to  support  it. 
Both  Parties  adopt  the  same  course. 
One  Party  submits  an  Estimate,  and  the 
other  passes  it.  Already  a  sum  of 
£600,000  or  £700,000  has,  I  believe, 
been  voted  for  the  hubour  works  at 
Peterhead.  I  do  not  at  all  object  to 
that,  because  I  believe  that  it  will  be  a 
very  useful  work.  These  harbour  works 
at  Dover  are  to  cost  dEl, 000,000.  But 
the  harbours  of  Ireland  have  had  no 
attention  paid  to  them  at  all ;  and  when 
we  put  a  Question  upon  the  subject  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  he  told  us  that  he 
had  not  yet  made  up  his  mind  about  it. 
I  allude  to  the  proposal  which  has  been 
made  for  employing  coDvicts  atGalway, 
in  regard  to  which  a  Question  was  put 
to  the  Government  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Donegal  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor).  I  maintain  that  the  Go- 
Temment  ought  to  make  up  their  minds 
upon  the  matter.  The  position  of  Gul- 
way  Harbour  is,  I  apprehend,  very  simi- 
lar to  that  of  Peterhead ;  but  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  already  gone 
to  a  lai^e  expenditure  in  Scotland, 
while  they  have  entirely  neglected  the 
interests  of  Ireland.  I  am  not  against 
the  principle  of  providing  Scotland 
with  harbours  of  refuge ;  but  I  think 
that  the  Government,  having  put  down 
£750,000  for  Peterhead,  should  putdown 
£1,000,000  or  £1,600,000  for  Dover,  in- 
stead of  this  miserable  sum  of  £300, 
and  should  then  make  provision  for  the 
construction  of  similar  works  at  Galway. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  South 
Sussex  (Captain  Field)  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  there  are  plenty  of  harbours 
on  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland;  but 
when  I  challenged  him  he  was  unable 
to  point  out  one  really  good  harbour. 
If  he  will  study  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Harbours  of  Kefuge,  he  will 
see  that  although  there  may  be  plenty 
of  good  roads  and  bays  there  is  not  one 
really  adequate  harbour. 

Mb.  0.  H.  WILSON:  This  question 
of  harbour  accommodation  upon  the 
Coast  of  England  has  been  discusBed 
repeatedly  in  this  House,  not  only  in 
connection  with  Dover,  but  with  other 
parts  of  the  Kingdom.  It  has  been 
contended  that  the  establishment  of  new 
harhonrs,  instead  of  being  of  advantage 
to  the  (»>mmercial  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, would  simply  be  a  sourM  of  «x- 
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pense,  invMving  the  outlay  of  a  sum  of 
moneyrariouely  estimated  from  £760,000 
to  £1,000,000,  and  also  lead  the  Bailway 
Companies  in  connection  with  such  har- 
bours to  damage  existittg  interests  by 
endeavouring  to  dtvert  sodsting  trades 
to  a  faarbomr  made  by  jmblio  mosey. 
It  is  proposed  to  ezpeu  this  money 
npon  harbour  works,  which  are  oon- 
sidered  to  be  ^togaUier  nnnqeeosary, 
instead  of  giving  relief  to  the  taxes 
upon  shipping.  One  demand  has  eon- 
tinually  been  made  upon  the  Govern- 
ment by  those  who  are  engaged  inearry- 
ing  on  the  commerce  of  the  country,  and 
lhat  is  to  relieve  them  from  the  pay- 
ment of  light  dues.  I  would  throw  out 
that  as  a  suggestion,  and  I  shall  cer- 
tainly vote  against  any  expenditure  in 
extending  the  harbour  at  Dover.  It 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  work  that  is  un- 
called for,  and  not  required  by  the  com- 
merce of  the  country. 

Mr.  BBADLAUGH  :  I  have  listened 
attentively  to  the  diffsrett  explanations 
which  have  been  made  in  regard  to  diis 
Vote;  and  I  want  now  to  undentand 
distinctly  what  I  am  voting  far.  Aoeord- 
ing  to  the  explanation  which  has  been 
given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer and  th«  late  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty (Mr.  Eitohie),  the  Vote  is  re- 
quired for  preliminary  expenses — or  for 
a  portion  only  of  the  preliminary  ex- 
penses. I  think  the  Committee  ought 
to  know,  before  they  vote  this  money, 
what  is  the  total  preliminary  expense  to 
be  voted. 

Mb.  IIXINGWORTH  :  I  think  that, 
at  any  rate,  this  discussion  will  prove 
to  be  serviceable  in  one  respect.  If  it 
is  said  that  we  are  to  vote  this  sum  of 
£300  without  an  EsUmate  of  the  total 
cost  of  the  works,  uid  simply  as  m  pre- 
liminary step  towards  an  inquiry  which 
may  enable  the  country  to  datsnnine 
whether  the  enormous  ttspendiiiure  of 
money  which  is  contemplated  in  connec- 
tion with  Dover  Harbour  shall  take 
place,  I  think  there  is  great  foree  in 
what  was  said  by  the  senior  Member 
for  Korthampton  (Mr.  Labouohere)  that 
the  whole  proceeding  in  regard  to  this 
Vote  is  of  a  most  unbusinesslike  cha- 
racter. The  main  question,  what  ex- 
pendittu«  ie  to  be  incurred  at  Dover,  is 
not  before  us ;  and  certainly  that  is  a 
■pmnt  which  ought  to  be  considered,  as 
well  as  this  prelimiaary  outlay  involviog 
souadinga,  boringa,  and  Aa  py^aMkion 
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of  plans.  We  are  told  that  when  these 
l^na  have  been  prepared  and  are  eub- 
mMited  to  Parliament,  with  an  Estimate 
baaed  on  them,  that  then  the  question 
viU  ariae  whethw  a  harbour  at  Dover 
ahall  be  oonstraoted  or  not,  and  that 
the  ereotion  d  the  oonviot  priacm  is  a 
seeondaty  matter.  Kov»  it  aeons  to  me 
that  the  Honae  and  the  Committee  have 
already  been  committed  to  this  scheme 
by  the  coarse  which  has  been  taken  with 
regard  to  it,  and  that  they  are  self-con- 
demned for  an  act  of  folly  in  having  ex- 
pended more  than  £50,000  in  the  shape 
of  preliminary  expenditure  in  connec- 
tion with  a  harbour  at  Dover  by  the 
building  of  the  convict  prison.  At  any 
rate,  the  oountry  ie  committed  to  the 
expenditure  of  this  £50,000  ;  but 
let  it  be  clearly  understood,  from  the 
Front  Benoh,  that  it  is  committed  to 
nothing  beyond  that  sum,  and  that  we 
shall  hereafter  be  able  to  go  into  the 
whole  tA  this  qoestion,  without  reference 
to  this  paltry  Vote,  aa  to  whether  the 
harbour  is  to  be  buiU  oa  not  I  do  not 
thiok  it  would  be  wise  to  object  to  a 
Vote  of  this  oharaoter,  which  I  take  to 
be  absolnbely  necessary  before  an  Esti- 
mate of  the  total  expense,  worthy  of  the 
consideratioD  of  the  House,  can  be  pre- 
pared. There  must  be  a  pr^iminary 
investigation  by  taking  the  necessary 
soundings  and  borings ;  and  I  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  only  in  too 
many  eases  the  country  has  been  involved 
in  doable  the  outlay  suggested  when 
the  original  Estimate  were  givui. 

If  B.  JOHNS :  I  am  sorry  to  find  my- 
self obUged  to  differ  from  several  of  the 
lion.  Uraabers  who  have  i^oken  on  this 
-^the  Liberal— side  of  the  House.  It 
•eems  to  me  that,  as  the  two  'SvmX 
BeoAes  have  agreed,  that  fact  has  ren- 
dend  it  more  neoesswy  Uiat  the  work 
ahonld  be  proceeded  with.  It  appears 
also  to  have  been  agreed  many  yeara  ago 
that  this  harbour  ought  to  be  construct^. 
["No!  "3  Pardon  me  for  saying  bo; 
but  if  that  were  not  toe  fact  the  erec- 
tion of  a  convict  prison,  in  this  position 
vrould  have  been  an  absurdity.  I  main- 
tain that  no  Government  would  ever 
have  thought  of  plaoing  a  oonvict  prison 
at  Dover^  unless  it  was  foar  the  purpose 
which  has  been  described  from  the  two 
I'xont  Benohea— 4tamely,  the  employ- 
meat  of  the  conviots  upon  the  c<mstruo- 
tion  these  great  works.  Although 
ve  au^  s^^pMv  to  be  vary  eooBomioal 
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in  the  face  of  the  country,  I  am  afraid 
that  we  are  certainly  very  wasteful  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  and  that  Kon. 
Members  have  been  occupying  the  valu- 
able time  of  the  House  in  an  unreason- 
able manner  this  evening.  As  a  prac- 
tical man  I  have  had  much  to  do  with 
the  expenditure  of  money  u^on  pub- 
lic works ;  and  I  say  that  it  is  impos- 
Mble  for  anybody  to  know  even  what 
the  preliminary  expenses  of  a  work  of 
this  description  will  amount  to.  You 
must  go  on  piece  by  piece,  and  it  is  only 
as  you  discover  what  the  soundings  and 
what  the  borings  and  the  physical  diffi- 
culties are  liiat  you  can,  tor  a  moment, 
arrive  at  anything  like  what  your  per- 
manent Estimate  is  to  be.  And  I  may 
tell  the  Committee,  further,  that  after  a 
permanent  Estimate  has  been  arrived  at 
it  is  certain  that  it  will  be  exceeded  in 
the  natural  course  of  events.   No  en- 

fineer,  howevw  eminent  he  may  be, 
as  evOT  executed  a  large  work  of  this 
oharaoter  witiiin  his  estimates.  He 
cannot  do  it.  He  can  <»ly  do  the 
best  possible  ;  and  ae  the  two  Front 
Benches  have  agreed  that  this  work 
ought  to  be  done,  it  follows  that  tiie 
money  required  for  the  preparation  of 
plans  should  be  voted  without  any 
more  discussion.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  senior  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouchere)  that  as  the  two  Front 
Benohffi  are  agreed  upon  this  matter 
we  ought  to  disagree  and  reject  the 
Vote.  If  that  is  to  be  the  ease,  we  had 
better  do  away  with  the  two  Front 
Benches  altogether,  and  leave  the  inde- 
pendent MeiiU>ers  of  the  House  to  con- 
duct the  whole  of  the  Business  of  th  e 
oountry.  I  trust  that  the  Vote  will  b  e 
agreed  to  at  onoo,  as  it  affinds  the  only 
possible  and  ^raotieal  mode  of  dealing 
with  the  queataon. 

Thi  SEOBETAItT  to  the  ADUI- 
BALTY  (Mr.  Hibbebt)  :  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  before  this  discus- 
sion closes.  As  to  the  question  whether 
the  House  of  Commons  have  agreed  to 
the  policy  of  coustructing  a  harbour  of 
refuge  at  Dover,  I  believe  that  that 
question  was  setUed  by  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  that  decisiMQ  was  only 
come  to  after  very  careful  oonsideration 
had  been  given  to  the  suWeot  by  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  this  House.  After  that  consi- 
deration it  was  decided,  not  only  by  the 
Home  Office,  bat  by  the  Admiralty  and 
Ireaaury,  ^t  a  oommenoement  might 
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be  made  at  Porer  in  the  arrangement 

that  were  neoemiy  for  carrying  out 

this  great  work.   With  respect  to  that 

piOTti<ni  of  the  ezpewUture  whit^  relates 

to  mahiug  proTiiioa  for  the  aooommo- 

dation  of  the  conTiets,  that  has  alzc^^y, 

I  heliere,  been  passed  hj  the  Hoqqs  of 

OonunonB ;  and  t^e  policy  iavelred  in 

the  erection  of  the  convict  prison,  has 

been  agreed  to  by  the  House.  I  myself 

remeinbw  a  dintussion  upon  this  ques- 
tion when  it  wss  decided  thai,  owing  to 

the  fact  that  the  vctla  CMried  oa  by  the 

conviots  at  Qhatham  and  PortsoMnth 

being  likely  to  come  to  an  end  in  the 

course  of  two  or  three  years,  it  was  de* 

sixable  to  find  other  voiJc  for  the  con- 
victs in  some  other  place.    Upon  that 

occasion  it  was  desid«l  thai  the  oonTict 

establishmenfiB  ought  to  be  tranafrared 
fromOhatham  anaPortsmouth  to  Dovvr, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  upon 
the  proposed  harbour  works.   The  ex- 
peaditare  of  the  £300  now  before  the 
Oommittee— and  probably  aforther  sum 
may  be  asked  for  in  the  i&Aimates  of 
next  year — is  really  an  economioal  pro- 
ceeding.   It  is  meant  to  obtain  infor- 
mation before  you  decide  upon  speeding 
your  money;  and  I  think,  upon  this 
ground,  that  it  is  a  very  proper  thing  to 
vote  this  £300,  and  also  any  further 
eapenditure  that  may  be  asked  for  in 
order  to  obtain  proper  aid  full  informa- 
tion.  If  the  Qorernment  wore  to  begin 
with  any  proposal  fnr  expenditure  upon 
a  work  of  this  kind  without  talong 
1x)ring8  and  souildiDgSr  A&d  deciding 
what  the  nature  of  we  works  for  the 
harbour  of  refuge  waa  to  be,  they 
mi^ht  be  open  to  blame  for  making  such 
a-pM^osal.    Bat  what  is  proposed  to  be 
done  IS  sinxply  to  ohtain  information  in 
order  to  enable  the  Admirally  to  prepare 
phuiB,  and  to  haTe  tm  Estimate  made  as 
to  what  the  ooet  of  the  works  will  be. 
When  those  plans  shall  have  been  pre- 
pared, and  the  Estimate  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House,  the  time  wiil  have 
come  when  the  House  will  have  to  de- 
cide whether  they  will  carry  out  such 
plans  or  not.    I  believe  that  the  pro- 
ceeding inrolved  in  the  present  Vote  is 
really  an  economical  one,  and  one  wbioh 
the  Honae  onght  to  aaseat  to. 

Yoie  tigf^  to. 


Class  H.— Saiasibs  aot  iExHnrsM  or 

(4.)  £450,  HouMof  doamonsQflees. 
Mr.  BibUri 


(fi.)  £8,780,  Foreign  Office. 
Mr.  HYLANDS:  I  wish  to  eaU  the 
attentioB  of  the  Committee  to  an  item 
in  this  Tote,  which,  Z  think,  is  one  tliat 
requires  oareiUl  explanation  and  eluci- 
dation.  For  several  years  past  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Foreign  Office  for  tele- 
grams has  been  very  large  indeed ;  aad 
when  complaints  have  been  made  in 
Oomrmittee  of  Supply,  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  finr  Foreign  Afioirs  has,  on 
several  ooeasi<»»,  nven  a  diettnot  nnderw 
taking  that  the  For«ign  Ofiee  would 
make  a  oaref^  eaamsnation  into  this 
expenditure  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  there  was  any  possilnKty  of 
reducing  it.    Now,  the  expenditure 
under  uiis  head  in  the  present  Vote 
includes  an  additional  sum  of  neatly 
£8,000,  the  orighial  Estimate  of  the 
Foreign  Office   telegraphic  ezpensee 
having  been  £10,000— thus  making 
£18,000  altogether.    I  do  not  know 
whether  hon.  Members,  who  have  only 
recently  had  an  opportnnify  of  read- 
ing the  Blue  Books  laid  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  sinoe  the  new  Pai^iameat  as- 
sembled, have  read  t^  Blue  Book  ttpon 
Foreign  Afikirs.   It  is  iraportaat  that 
they  shonld  do  so-j  and  they  wiil  find 
that  a  number  of  despatohes  are  etated 
to  have  been  reoeived  by  telegram.  Of 
course,  it  is  neoeesary  that  the  House  of 
Oommons  should  vote  the  money  re- 
quired to  pay  for  the  telegtaphia  charges 
of  the  Fercdgn  Office.   But  ear  com- 
plaint, year  after  year,  against  the  Fo- 
reign Office  is  that  they  hare  encouraged 
our  Ministers  abroad,  and  that  they 
themselves  at  the  Foreign  Office  have 
adopted  the  same  plan,  in  sending  de- 
spatches by  telegraph  when  there  is  no 
abcohite  necessity  for  telegraphing.  I 
have  no  wish  to  occupy  uie  attention 
of  tiie  Ocnamittee  by  giving  special 
instances ;  but  I  certainly  wish  to  press 
upon  hon.  Members  that  a  perusal  of 
some  of  tiui  telegrams  which  appear- 
in  the  Bhie  Book  reoently  li^d  on  the 
Table  of  the  Honee  justify  my  assertioa 
that  they  are  such  as  no  businees  man 
would  ev»  have  dreamt  of  incuning  the 
cost  of  sending  by  tdegra^  wire. 
Nearly  tbe  whole  of  them  might  just  as 
easily  have  been  sent  hy  the  Foreign 
Office  throu^  the  post,  and  the  ex- 
)ense  of  sending  them  by  telegraph 
wire  saved  to  the  'country.    My  hen. 
Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Fofeeign  AfiUn  <Mr>  Bryee)  «ill^>l  aa 
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quite  sure,  bring  his  mind  to  bear  upon 
^tbis  point  when  he  has  had  more  expe- 
rienee  of  the  dutiea  of  tbe  Office  to  which 
be  baa  recently  been  appointed.  His 
Predeoewors— the  nghthjon.  Member  for 
GheLsea  and  Xxird  £.  Fitanaurice — pro- 
mised me  that  tiiey  would  do  ao.  Mybon. 
Friond  is  fresh  to  the  Offioa ;  and  I  hope 
he  will  bring  aew  zeal  and  en«rgy  to  the 
discharge  of  its  duties.  I  ask  him  to 
look  at  the  nnmber  of  telegra^c  d«- 
Bpatobes  which  have  been  sent  to  the 
Foveiga  Offiea  from  Oonstantinople.  and 
whioh  are  oontained  ul  the  Blue  Book 
laid  u^n  the  Table  in  eonneotion  with 
the  Mueioa  to  the  East  of  Sir  Henry 
Brommond  Wolff.  I  em  ready  to  stake 
my  character,  as  a  business  man,  wh^ 
I  say  that  a  great  number  of  ih»  de- 
spatches to  which  I  refer  are  of  a  nature 
whioh  renders  it  utterly  absurd  that  the 
country  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
heavy  charges  for  telegraphing  from 
Constantinople  and  elsewhere-  If  they 
had  been  seat  by  post  it  would  equally 
have  answered  every  good  purpose.  Of 
courae,  in  oommeiUing  upon  the  matter^ 
I  do  not  include  messages  of  such  im- 
portance as  to  render  it  necessary  that 
with  the  quicknew  of  a  flash  of  ligbining 
they  should  be  made  known  to  the  Har- 
quess  oi  Soliabncy.  What  I  eomplaiu 
of,  aa  an  eTidenoe  of  vai^of  oare  on  the 
part  of  the  foreign  Office,  is  that  no  at- 
tempt appears  tobttre  been  made  by  the 
Bepreseotatires  of  that  Department  to 
brio^  sufficient  pressure  to  bear  upon  our 
Mittwersabroad  to  send  their  despatohes 
by  post  in  vriting  inatead  of  sending 
them  by  telegraphic  wire.  Hem.  Mem- 
bers will  see  that  the  total  sum  charged 
fcHT  ^e  Foreign  Offica.  telegraphic  de- 
spatohea  has  bem  increasing  ffom  year 
to  year ;  and  X  think  it  is  high  time 
that  some  attention  should  be  directed 
to  the  subject  with  a  view  to  the  oorree- 
tion  of  the  evil.  It  is  plain  that  we  carry 
Oft  the  business  of  the  Foreign  Office  in 
a  Most  extrarftga^t  maxm«r.  We  hare 
not  only,  ia  this  Vote,  changes  Cos  addl- 
tieasl  messenger^  but  alaoan  enonaoua 
ioerease  in  the  payments  for  telegrams. 
I  would  pcess  strongly  upon,  the  Oom- 
mittee  that  this  additioaU  eum  of 
£2,910  for  tekgnums  ought  not  to  be 
granted  without  some  explanation  from 
^r  Mi^esty'e  GtoTenuneot. 

Mb.  BEADIiiinaH :  Thi0  Toto  is 
one  whi^  appears  to  require  serioufl 
exiiiav^Uw  fmm  thp^a  iO'  ehn^ot 
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and  I  think  it  must  be  read  in  oonnestiou 
with  the  Tote  tot  the  Diplomatic  Ser- 
vice, which  appears  on  page  26  of  the 
jn-esent  Supplementary  Estimates.  I 
think  the  Committee  ought  to  know,  be- 
fore they  are  called  upon  to  agree  to  this 
Vote,  how  much  of  this  charge  of  £3,910 
for  additional  telegraphic  charges  is 
connected  with  the  item  of  £12,500  for 
telegraphio  ezpenditare  on  page  26.  It 
appears  to  me  that,  al^ngh  the  total 
sum  taken  in  the  Estimates  fbr  the  year 
for  these  tolegraphic  expenses  was 
£10,000,  the  Foreign  Office  hare  ma- 
naaed,  in  the  course  of  six  months,  to 
add  to  that  sum  a  total  increase  of 
£15,410,  being  £2,910  whioh  appears 
in  the  present  Vote  on  page  9,  and 
£12,500  which  appears  on  page  26  in 
connection  with  the  Diplomatic  Serrice. 
The  wording  of  the  two  itoms  gives  no 
inf  ormatioa  to  the  House  or  to  &e  Com- 
mittee, because  the  entry  is  simply 
"  telegraph  expenses  consequent  on  the 
stoto  of  affairs  abroad."  Both  items 
are  similariy  worded,  and  I  think  that 
before  we  vote  these  earns  we  ought  to 
be  told  how  much  of  each  Vote  is  for 
telegrams  in  connection  with  the  Mission 
of  Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff.  We 
cwtainly  ought  to  have  some  informa- 
tion to  show  the  Oommzttoe  hoir  this 
enoimoUB  increase  has  arisen,  and  hoir 
it  has  beea  found  neoeseary  to  exceed 
the  ohai^  of  £10,000  already  provided 
for  by  the  tremendous  sum  of  £12,500 
in  one  Vote,  and  £2,910  in  another,  in 
the  course  of  six  months.  Unless  some 
explanation  is  given,  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  move  the  rejeetioD  of  the  Vote. 

Thh  under  SEORETABT  o» 
STATE  POB  FOBEiaN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brtcb)  :  I  entirely  ooncur  in  the 
remarks  made  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Bylands)  as 
to  the  neeessify  of  carefully  watehing 
the  expenditure  of  the  Public  Depart- 
ments of  the  country.  No  doubt  it  is 
nu»t  impmrtant  tha^  as  far  as  possible, 
eeonomj  should  beohsecred  in  all  these 
matters;  and  I  belieTeit  is  the  desire 
of  those  who  represent  Her  Majesty 
abroad  to  observe  doe  economy  in  all 
their  tramsaotions.  This  is  a  Supple- 
mentary Vote  for  the  Foreign  Office,  and 
relates  only  to  telegrams  whiidi  hare 
been  sent  abroad.  If  hon.  Members 
will  examine  it,  they  will  see  that  the 
charges  wbtdx  appear  in  the  Vote  are 
cntiMi^  ior  tolegrama  sent  by  thiS 
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Foreign  Office  abroad ;  and  I  can  assure 
them,  from  my  own  ezperienee,  short  as 
it  is,  that  in  the  Foreign  Office  itself 
very  great  pains  are  taken  to  keep 
down  the  expenditore  on  tel^^phing. 
Of  course,  it  is  impossible  for  the  De- 
partment at  home  altogether  to  control 
the  discretion  of  our  lOnisters  abroad ; 
and  it  must  be  recDlIected  that  droam- 
stanoes  have  recently  oceuned  is  the 
South  and  South-East  of  Europe  which 
have,  to  a  certain  extent,  led  to  in- 
creased expenditure  in  this  respect — I 
mean  the  war  between  Serria  and 
Bulgaria,  and  the  delicate  position 
whioh  this  country  has  been  placed 
in  with  regard  to  Servia  and  Bulgaria 
and  Greece.  In  addition,  there  has 
been  Sequent  necessity  for  telegrams 
to  and  from  other  parts  of  the  world — 
as,  for  instance,  to  China.  But  most  of 
the  increase,  no  doubt,  has  been  due  to 
the  Serro-Bulgarian  and  Qreek  Qaes- 
ticms.  In  regfurd  to  the  chai^  for  mes- 
sengers, I  may  inform  the  Oommittee 
tihat  the  serrice  of  messengers  to  Con- 
stantinople was  reduced  firom  a  weekly 
to  a  fortnightly  sravioe  ia  1888 ;  but  it 
was  deemed  neoessary,  in  the  time  of 
the  late  QoTemment,  to  increase  the 
service  to  a  weekly  one.  It  has  now, 
however,  been  again  reduced  to  a  fort- 
nightly despatch.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  see  that  whatever  criticisms 
are  necessary  upon  this  question,  and 
especially  upon  the  Mission  of  Sir 
Henry  Drummond  Wolff,  to  whioh  I 
understand  thehon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  desires  to 
call  attention,  had  better  be  reserved 
until  we  reach  the  Vote  for  the  Diplo- 
matic Service  on  page  26.  I  am  afraid 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me,  at  this 
moment,  to  tell  him  how  much  of  these 
telegraphic  charges  is  due  to  the  Mission 
of  Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff.  I 
cannot  say,  without  further  inquiry, 
what  data  exist  at  the  £'oreign  Office 
upon  which  we  oould  distinguish  t^ese 
charges  from  those  for  other  telegrams. 
The  hon.  Member  will  also  bear  in 
mind  that  there  have  been  many  tele- 
grams sent  to  Constantinople  and  Egypt, 
some  of  which  come  under  the  head  of 
Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wcdflf a  Mission, 
while  others  do  not. 

Mb.  LABO0CHEEE:  Would  it  not 
be  better  that  in  future  the  t^egrams 
to  and  from  the  Foreign  Office  should 
be  given  separately  f  Why  should  we 

Mr.  Bryco 


not  specify  what  the  Mission  of  Sir 
Henry  Drummond  Wolff  has  cost  os  for 
tel^^ams  ?  It  appears  to  me  that  to 
have  two  items,  one  for  the  Fdreiga 
Office  and  the  other  for  the  Diplomano 
Service ;  to  tell  us  that  we  are  to  look  to 
the  Foreign  Office  Yote  for  the  cost  of 
telegrams  from  Ministers  and  to  another 
Tote  for  tiie  cost  of  tele^nuns  to  Minis- 
ters is  only  oonfusing.  The  h<».  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr,  Bryce)  will,  no 
doubt,  find  many  reforms  to  make  in  the 
Office ;  end  I  venture  to  suggest  that 
this  ia  one  of  those  to  whidi  he  should 
direct  hia  attention.  Another  reform 
I  would  suggest  is  wi^  regard  to  mes' 
sengers'  travelling  expenses,  the  total 
amount  of  whioh  for  the  year  is  £9,320, 
The  greater  number  of  letters  sent  to 
Constantinople  migbt  just  aa  well  be 
sent  by  post  as  by  messengers ;  and  I 
say  you  ought  not  to  have  a  messenger 
sent  there  every  fortnight ;  yon  oi^t  to 
have  a  messenger  sent  only  when  yon 
have  mattw  to  oommnnioate  whuA  it  is 
absolutely  nscessazy  shmild  be  kept 
secret.  I  say  tins  from  pniitioal  ex- 
perience at  uonstantinflnle,  because  I 
have  served  there,  and  I  know  that 
Ministers  abroad  often  write  sometUng 
in  (»rder  that  it  should  be  sent  hy 
Queen's  Messenger.  I  remember  that 
when  I  was  in  Constantinople  Sir  Hmry 
Bulwer  thought  he  wanted  some  pill»— 
he  wag  always  taking  medicine — and  he 
sent  home  a  despatch  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  them ;  we  counted  up  exactly 
what  was  the  eost  of  sending  the  mes* 
sengor  to  England  and  back ;  and  we 
found  that  the  cost  f o  the  countrv  "for 
this  box  of  pills  amounted  to  a  little 
above  £900.  If  the  hon.  (Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AfiEaire  will  establish  a  rale  that  instead 
of  having  mauMigers  going  oat  at  fixed 
times  they  should  only  go  when  thare 
is  something  to  send  by  them  whidi 
cannot  be  entnzsted  to  the  post,  I  am 
cwtain  that  this  charge,  whieh  amounts 
to  £9,000  a-year,  would  be  reduced  to 
£3,000  or  £4,000. 

Mb.  BBADLAUOH  :  I  am  afraid  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  does  not  do 
justice  to  his  Department.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  me  to  reserve  my  criti- 
cism until  we  come  to  the  Vote  for  the 
Diplomatio  Service  on  page  26 ;  but  I 
shall  be  nnable  to  do  that  ubIbsb  he  is 
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pgrapaved  io  i«U  me,  wiih  some  Avfpte  of 
preoiaion  when  that  Vote  is  reached, 
is  the  coat  ol  tiie  telegnons  firora 
Oonstei^inDple  and  London  in  eonnse- 
tint  iri&  Sir  Heaty  Dmrnmond  Wolffs 
Hissitm.  Unless  the  Iwn.  Gentleman 
giree  me  that  pledge  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  oppose  the  Vote. 

TheUNDEE  SECEKTAETorSTATE 
(Ur.  Bbtce)  :  I  must  inform  the  hon. 
BCember  for  Northampton  (Mr,  Brad- 
laugh)  that  I  am  not  at  this  moment  able 
to  state  what  proportion  of  the  chaige 
for  telegrams  is  due  to  the  Mission 
of  Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff.  I 
ean,  of  course,  make  inquiries,  and 
will  do  BO  if  the  boa.  Qaitleman 
wishM  it,  althongb  it  m^  possibly  turn 
out  that  there  would  be  some  (Ufflcnlty 
in  asoertaioing,  beeanse  aany  telegrams 
ma^  hare  been  sent  to  Bgypt  respecting 
which  it  would  be  hard  to  say  whether 
thsy  OBght  to  be  deemed  to  belmg  to 
Sir  Heoiy  DntmmoBd  Wolffs  Uiuion 
or  not 

Sib  BOBEET  FEEL :  I  wish  to  make 
(me  remark  on  what  fell  a  short  time 
ago  from  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampt<m  (ICr.  Labou{diere),  who  for  three 
or  four  years  has  constantly  brought  up 
bis  service  under  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  and 
the  story  of  his  piUs.  Now,  I  setrred 
under  &r  Henry  Bulwer,  and  I  say  it  is 
a  libel  upon  him  to  r^er  to  him  in  this 
w».  Feor  fellow !  he  has  gone  now ; 
tnd,  speaking  from  personal  knowledge, 
I  say  that  no  public  swrant  ever  served 
his  ooontry  better  l^an  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer.  I  protest  against  the  hon. 
HambttK^B  eonstantiy  bringins;  up  this 
subject  at  the  pilli  beoanae  he  was  in 
the  Di^omatio  fierrioe  at  Oonstanti- 
nople.  I  was  there  at  the  same  time, 
-and  I  entirdy  dissent  from  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member.  Bat,  with  regard 
to  this  Vote,  I  wish  to  ask  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
F<»wgn  Afibirs  one  question.  There  are 
two  dutiaot  Votes  for  telcwrams  in  these 
Estimates— one  for  the  Foreign  Office 
and  the  other  for  the  Diplomatic  Service 
— and  I  wish  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman 
if  he  can  tell  us  whethor  out  of  this  Vote 
a  sonuderoUe  sum  of  money  has  been 
sipended  in  connection  with  the  special 
XaniDn  of  Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff 
to  Oopstantinopls  or  Bgypt?  It  will 
char  the  nonnd  if  he  will  tell  us  that ; 
aadi  wDwd  point  ont  to  ilie  Seeretoiy 
totha  Txemtaif  (lif.  H.  H.  Fourier)}  oa 
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well  as  to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  it 
would  be  far  bettw,  instead  of  having 
two  Votes  as  there  are  hwe,  that  the 
Votes  for  the  Foreign  Office  and  Diplo- 
matao  Service  should  be  amalgamated ; 
because  then  the  House  would  know  ex- 
aotiy  the  vast  stmi  of  money  expended 
on  ^e  telegraphic  service  of  the  country, 
which  amounts  to  more  than  £100,000 
a-year.  I  think  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
can  give  an  assurance  that  this  will  be 
done,  it  will  go  a  long  way  to  remove 
the  oonftision  which  exists. 

Mn.BEADLAUGH:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs  misunderstands  me.  I  as- 
sume that  eveiy  tele^amsent  to  Sir  Henry 
Drummond  Wolff  is  recorded,  and  that 
the  cost  of  every  telegram  to  and  from 
Oonstantinople  and  Egypt  is  also  re- 
corded for  ine  purpose  of  making  up  the 
total  we  are  awed  to  vote.  It  seems  to 
me,  therefore}  13t«t  there  can  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  famishing  the  information  de- 
sired, and,  oonsequentiy,  that  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  Government  should  not 
give  it.  I  beg  to  move  that  the  debate 
on  this  Vote  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  BOUEKE  :  Z  wish  to  state  to 
the  Committee  what  I  know  about 
this  Vote,  and  to  say,  with  respect 
to  the  inquiry  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  that  I 
think  it  a  very  reasonable  one  in  view  of 
the  form  in  which  the  Vote  is  given  to 
the  Committee.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
if  the  hon.  Member  will  give  Notice  to 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Forei^ 
Affairs  he  will  be  able  to  obtain 
the  detailed  information  which  he  de- 
sires. It  is  a  fhot,  which,  of  course, 
everyone  connected  with  the  Foreign 
Office  knows,  that  every  telegram  is 
noted  at  the  Foreign  Office ;  and  it  is, 
therefore,  perfeotly  easy  to  make  out  a 
list  of  the  different  telegrams  sent  to  Sir 
Henry  Drummond  Wolff.  There  may 
possibly,  however,  be  a  littie  confusion, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  while  Sir  Henry 
Drummond  Wolff  has  been  in  Egypt  he 
has  performed  functions  connected  not 
only  with  his  particular  Mission,  but 
with  his  general  business  in  Egypt. 
Nevertheless,  as  I  have  said,  the  desired 
information  ean  easily  be  obtained  at 
the  Foreign  Office.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  hon.  Member  will  not  persevere 
in  bis  opposition  to  &e  Tote.  I  am  cer- 
tain that  if  he  adra  the  Question  of  my 
hon.  S^eBdonanothecdfl^hewillgetihe 
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-  iafbmalion  vhioh  ihe  dsnrM.  With  »• 
itianae  to  the  ragvestaonof  tiie  right  hon. 
Baionet  the  If  ember  for  BUukbum  (Sir 
Sobert  Fed)  that  it  vonld  eondaoe  to  the 
olwurer  undcnvtanding  of  the  Vote  it  tiie 
two  Setisutes  wmo  put  together,  1  am 
afraid  that  it  would  not  have  that  e£Feot. 
The  object  of  keeping'  the  Votes  sepa- 
rate is  nmply  to  show  the  enease  ia- 
eorred  for  tel^^ms  in  Eagland.and  the 
expense  inourred  abroad ;  and  of  course 
if  they  were  mixed  it  would  lead  to 
great  diffloulty. 

Ma.  BRADLA.UGH:  Mr.  Courtney, 
I  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
on  this  Vote,  and  shall  persist  in  that 
course  unless  I  get  an  undertaknig  from 
the  hon.  Gientmman  the  Under  Seoore- 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  that  the 
details  of  these  items  will  be  furnished. 

The  0HA3LBMAN :  It  is  not  compe- 
tent to  the  hon.  Member  t»  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  in  Committee. 
The  oonraa  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  to 
more  that  Progress  be  reported. 

Mb.  BBADLAUaH:  I  aak  pardon 
for  proceeding  in  ignonnoe  of  tike  Forma 
of  the  House.  I  repeat  that  unless  the 
promise  is  given  I  shall  hare  to  move 
that  Progress  be  reported. 

Thb  UNDEE  secretary  or 
STATE  (Mr.  Bbyok)  :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  put  a  Question  on  the  Paper 
asking  for  the  information  he  deeires  I 
will  do  my  beat  to  get  that  informatien. 

Vote  to. 

(6.)  £500,  Colonial  Office. 

.  (7.)  £31,  Bwkruptoy  Department  of 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

Ma.  BYLANBS :  There  is  one  point 
iaoonnection  with  this  Sstimate  to  which 
I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of 
tile  Committee  and  the  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Seoretarr  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
0.  T.  D.  Aohad).  I  see  that  by  this 
Supplementary  Estimate  there  is  a 
charge  under  B  for  Chief  Official  Be- 
ceiver's  Office  to  meet  possible  Deceasity 
for  increased  staff,  amountingto  £2,101, 
and  under  0  for  Country  Beceirers  paid 
by  Fees  and  Commission,  to  meet  pos- 
sible increase  of  remuneration  amount- 
ing to  £5,780,  making  a  total  additional 
sum  required  of  £7,881  over  the  Esti- 
mate of  1885*6.  Now,  I  presum.e  that 
although  this  is  put  down  as  possible  in- 
creased ezponditure,  there  is  reason  to 
suppose  that  it  is  an  expenditure  which 
has  been  aetoally  insutred,  and  that  it 
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cones  within  the  present  ^ncaetel  year. 
It  Is  qvite  elear  that  it  would  not  be 
ooneefeto  include  here  the  possible  ex- 
penditure of  next  year,  wbieh  sbeuldf  of 
eonree,  oome  forward  in  the  SaCimatoe 
of  18M-7.  I  onderataodi  faovever,  that 
the  fees  will  meat  the  expeoditiue  in 
qnestioD.  The  hon.  GentlemBin  will 
probably  be  able  to  gire  eome  infinma- 
tion  on  this  subject 

Tbe  SBCBETABY  to  tbx  BOABD 
ofTBADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  D.  Aonun):  The 
reason  for  bringing  this  Vote  befcwe 
Fariiament  in  tl^s  form  is  that  it  shows 
the  total  expenditure  for  1885.  The 
sum  of  £1,164  originally  TOted  by  Par- 
liament, itwas  b^eved,  would  hacre  been 
suffieient  for  the  expeaees  of  the  year. 
With  regard  to  the  additional  sum  re- 
quired, were  is  no  doubt  that  the  whole 
of  tiie  amount  will  be  received  and 
handed  over  to  tiie  Exchequer  in  the 
ordinary  course.  The  Treasary  is  autho- 
rized, under  the  Bankruptoy  Aotof  1863, 
Section  77,  to  pay  over  to  the  Board  of 
TradO)  in  aid  of  the  Vote  of  FaiHament, 
oat  of  receipts  fHHft  fee»and  dhideods 
on  iavestmenis,  any  sum  whieh  may  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  d>arges  inourred 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  salaries  and 
expenses  ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  there  is 
DO  reason  whatever  to  doubt  that  the 
whole  of  this  sum  will  be  received  and 
paid  into  the  Exchequer  during  the 
year.  The  present  Snpplemeatary  JSsti- 
mate  of  £81  has  been  presented  tat  the 
purpose  of  bringing  ^e  facta  dearly 
before  ^urlumient. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(8.)  £2,371,  Oharitiy  OommisaiMi. 

(9.)  £2,100,  Civil Serrice  OommisaioD. 

(10.)  £7^490,  IiowlGovemrafiiatBoazd. 

(11.)  Motion  made,  and  Ques^n  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceedisg  £3,430,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Chai^ 
which  will  oome  in  courM  of  pavnent  dsring 
the  year  aiding  <m  tbe  list  cuy  of  UsRn 
1886,  for  the  ExpanSM  of  the  Office  of  Hsr  Ma- 
jesty's Secretary  for  Scotland." 

Mb.  BYLANDS  :  I  should  like  to  say 
one  or  two  words  on  this  Estimate.  The 
Vote  before  the  Committee  is  a  new 
one.  It  is  tbe  6rst  time  that  we  have 
been  called  upon  to  pay  for  the  expenses 
of  tbe  Office  of  the  Secretary  for  Sootiand. 
I  believe  the  amount  asked  for  ia  only  a 
Toy  small  part  of  the  e«panditar>>  asoA. 
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iluvfc  mhta.  ire  mhm  to  bora  tiw  foil 
amount  to  be  ^xpettdod  next  year  it  vill 
T«ry  oooetderably  exoeed  &e  moderate 
jum  BOW  upon  th«  E^matos.  I  snp- 
poee  Jtoa.  Gentlemen  from  Sootlaikd  con- 
sider it  neeesaavy  to  bare  a  Central  De- 
partment for  Soottish  Business ;  but^  for 
myself  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  greatly 
dumbt  wlketbev  it  is  desirable  to  take 
that  Business  fnnn  tfae  Home  Office, 
and  in  a  vsy  Aat  nnut  lead  to  a  very 
lai^  ezpenditore.  Bat  what  I  viih  to 
draw  attentictn  to  is  the  fact  that  ve  are 
eoB^aatly  putting  nev  ofBciala  in  e>7ery 
department  of  the  State ;  we  oreate  new 
Departmmta  or  we  enlace  existing 
DepavtmexitB ;  and  we  bring  new  men 
into  the  Serrioey  but  we  never  seem  to 
take  any  steps  to  utilize  snpemumraa- 
ries— tbAt  is  to  say,  we  are  constantly 
pensioning  the  officials  of  Tarious  De- 
partments, and  we  neTer  ooniidor  wbe- 
tlier  these  p««on8  can  be  made  available 
for  the  PubHe  Service.  The  item  of 
pensions  is  increasing  so  largely  that  I 
bope  Her  Uajesty's  Government  will 
oee  that  steps  are  taken^  in  cooneotion 
vith  the  retirement  of  pablio  offioaaJa,  to 
■eoure  their  aeRvices  when  tiiey  are  »- 
qmrad.  I  do  not  spsakof  the  retirement 
of  men  past  the  age  of  servioe,  but  of 
those  who  are  retnred  at  an  age  when 
they  hw«  work  in  them.  There  are  many 
vrho,  having  been  retired,  cannot  get 
back  into  the  BerTioe,  became  all  the 
vacanciMi  are  filled  up  with  new  men, 
vrbo  originate  a  new  idiarge  for  salaries, 
and,  in  course  of  time,  have  to  be  pen- 
sioned in  their  turn.  I  dare  say  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treaeu^  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowlw)  can,  with  regard  to  this  Vote 
£»  the  Offiee  of  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
give  us  some  little  information  as  to 
what  tfae  expenditure  is  likely  to  be  for 
oanying  on  this  Dmartment. 

The  SEOEETAKY  to  thb  TJEtEA- 
SUET  (Air.  H.  H.  Fowmie)  :  I  quite 
agree  withmyhon.il^end  (Hr.  Bylands) 
in  his  mnarki  with  reference  to  the 
unsatisfactory  working  of  the  pension 
system.  I  entertained  the  view  when  I 
sat  below  the  Gangway,  and  I  say  now, 
that  when  a  man  is  employed  by  the 
State,  and  is  paid  by  ^e  State,  the 
State  has  the  right  to  fix  the  work  he 
shall  do;  and  if  the  State  has  the  right  to 
duoharge  Mm,  it  has  tbe  right  to  ap- 
point lum  to  such  other  duties  as  he  can 
pevform,  I  say  that  it  is  not  right  that 
a  nan  ehonU  be  penaioiifid  off  at  onoe 


simply  on  aecoont  of  the  aboHtiea  of  his 
offioe.  -  Tiisb  is  my  view>  end  I  oaa  aS' 
sure  my  hon.  Frumd  the  Member  for 
fiumley  that  I  shall  endeavour  to  npib^d 
it  to  the  best  of  my  power.  Theprineiple 
which  my  hon.  Friend  adTanees  has  been 
carried  out  in  oonneetion  with  tins 
Office.  That  was  exacily  what  the  late 
Cktvemient  did  when  they  sppointed 
Sir  Vimm  Sandfindto  be  UxiderSeere- 
taryfovSootiand.  His  pension  amooBtsd 
to  £l,3M  e*.  8«l,  and  he  ia  now  onfy 
drawing  £500  on  aoeonnt  of  that 
pension,  so  that  there  is  a  saving  of 
£863  6«.  StL  salary  by  that  ap^mnk- 
aenfc.  With  n^wenoe  to  the  staff  of 
the  Department,  that  was  settisd  before 
the  present  Government  came  into  Offioe; 
but  we  shall  do  our  best  rig^tfy  to  esti- 
mate what  the  cost  will  be.  The  Vote 
may  have  a  tendency  to  increase  ;  and,  no 
donbt,  it  will  become  a  question  tot  the 
House  to  consider  ultimately  what  is  the 
entire  amoxut-  necessary  to  cany  on  the 
Scottish  Business.  There  is  one  item 
which  does  not  appear  on  liie  Tote,  and 
to  which  I  think  tiie  attentaon  of  my 
hon.  lUend  the  Member  lor  Boral^ 
ongfat  to  be  called,  and  tiiat  is  the  nnt 
of  ue  office.  I  brieve  that  a  very  valu- 
able building,  which  would  earn  a  larae 
amonnt  of  rent,  has  been  devoted  already 
fur  the  Secretary  of  Scotland  Offioe. 
When  the  Estimates  come  forward  later 
in  the  Smion  with  reference  to  PubHc 
Buildings  my  hon.  Friend  will  hare  an 
opportunity  of  raising  and  discussing 
that  question ;  but  the  Tote  now  before 
the  Committee  is  ^mnly  to  provide  for 
the  working  of  the  (Mce  sinee  October 
last. 

Mtt.  J.  H.  -A.  MAODONAIiD :  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Hr.  H,  H. 
Fowler)  baa  referred  to  the  question  cEf 
rent  u  ui  OBpense  which  shouldi  be  put 
against  the  Offioe  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotiand.  The  house  rafened  to  is 
known  as  Dover  House,  uid  it  is  one 
whioh  I  took  a  great  deal  of  troable  to 
obtain  as  an  offioe  for  tb»  Seeretary  for 
Scotland,  -and  also  as  an  offioe  ior  my- 
self and  my  Successor  in  the  porition  of 
Lord  Advooate.  I  carefully  examined 
tibat  house  for  the  purpose  of  seein  g  whe- 
ther it  was  fit  for  use  as  an  offioe ;  and  I 
came  decidedly  to  the  opinion  that  no 
sane  man  weuLd  take  it  for  what  it  was 
then  intended — namely,  a  residence— 
without  an  expenditure  vastly  in  excesa 
oi  That  the  rent  of  the  hsmse  would  be 
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ia  tba  Bsxt  10  or  14  yean.  lEhesamiuy 
coBdition  of  tha  house  vu  aaoh  as  to 
make  it  qoite  unfit  for  a  person  who 
would  use  sooh  a  house  as  a  residenoe, 
aMkongh  it  might  be  quite  fit  for  a  Oo- 
verament  Office. 

Ma.  J.  WILSON  {Edinhirgh,  Cmtrai) : 
I  trust  the  Committee  will  not,  in  any 
degree,  be  influenced  by  the  remarhs 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
K^ands)  in  regaid  to  Boottiah  Busi- 
ness. ChnuidoiiBg  how  large  a  Be- 
Tenite  Sootland  yidda,  hov  1<^1  and 
peaoefal  are  its  inhabUauts,  aad  how 
little  (Government  money  is  ^>ant  aeioas 
the  Border,  I  think  this  money  shoald 
be  Toted  without  one  disseatient 
Toiee.  As  to  the  building  in  which 
Scottish  Bosineu  is  now  condaoted,  I 
Tisited  the  place  the  other  day,  and  I 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  end  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  3.  H.  A.  Mao- 
don  aid)  in  having  secured  such  an  ex- 
cellent office.  I  remember  when  the 
Scottish  Business  was  rel^^ted  to 
the  third  or  fourth  storey  of  one  of 
the  Home  Office  buildings — to  a  vsry 
small  and  dingy  room,  lUtle  else  than 
a  slum,  and  in  whit^  it  was  pev* 
fsot  disgrace  for  any  important  official 
of  the  BriticAx  Empire  to  transact  bwd- 
nesa.  Bat  it  wu  stiU  more  di^raee- 
ful  for  Seottish  Business  to  fae  cen- 
tralized in  >noh  an  insignificant  place. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Kylands)  has  questioned  whether  Scot- 
tish Business  would  be  done  more  effi- 
ciently under  the  new  rigirn*  than  under 
the  old.  My  experience  of  only  a  few 
days  is  that  it  is  very  much  more  effi- 
ciently done  than  before;  and  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  my  Friends 
ixom.  Scotland,  when  they  see  the  fine 
building  in  whioh  the  Scottish  Secre- 
tu7's  and  Lord  Advooata's  D^art- 
ments .  are  now  located^  will  be  well 
pleased  in  the  way  in  whioh  the  Busi- 
ness is  now  beingdonethere.  Although 
I  always  raise  my  voice  for  6oon<nay,  I 
think  Uiia  is  a  veir  jnoper  eqwnditnre ; 
and  I  hop^  therefore,  that  the  Vote  will 
be  paseea  imanimoasly. 

Mb.  BYLANDB  :  I  ahould  be  the 
last  Member  of  this  House  to  oppose  the 
wishes  of  Scotch  Mwibers.  I  have  the 
greatest  regard  for  them  and  their  Busi- 
ness in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I 
oaa  assure  the  hon.  Member  that  I  could 
not  for  one  mom«it  desire  that  Scotch- 
men ahonld  not  have  1^  beat  oppor- 
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tiutity  for  earaying  on  their  Buasess.  I 
am  not  an  authori^  competent  to  form 
a  confident  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
Scottish  Business  will  be  more  efficiently, 
performed  under  the  new  system ;  but 
it  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  show 
one's  attention  to  Scotland  by  spend' 
ing  mon^  whioh  is  not  required  to 
be  vpent.  The  point  is,  whether  or 
not  it  is  necessary  to  do  so;  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  cp< 
posito  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Mao^mald)  hM  not 
shown  any  veiy  great  regard  for  the 
Soottirik  (^ftoials,  beoanie  he  has  told  tto 
CTommittee  that  they  had  been  placed  in 
a  boose  under  such  sanitny  arraoge- 
mento  that  no  private  individual  would 
live  there,  because  he  would  probably  be 
oarried  off  by  typhoid  fever  or  diph- 
theria. The  right  hon.  and  learned  GeD< 
tleman  did  not  give  the  exact  facts  widi 
regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
house;  but  I  can  tell  hon.  Members  that 
our  experience  in  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons  is  Umt  when  we  begin  to  spend 
money  on  the  sanitary  improvement  of 
Public  Offices,  we  ofton  go  on  to  a  very 
much  larger  expenditure  than  ire  at  first 
imagine,  or  is  justifiaUe.  However, 
that  wiU  come  on  when  we  reabh  the 
Vote  for  Dover  Honse.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Secv^ary  to  the  Treasury  has  touched 
on  what  I  viahed  to  call  attention  to— 
namely,  that  a  large  estoblishment  is 
growinp^  up.  It  is  all  very  well  to  s^ 
that  this  money  should  be  voted  -unani- 
mously ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  ^w 
our  affection  for  Scotland  by  spendii^ 
£20,000  or  £  SO, 000,  when  probabbr 
£5,000  would  be  sufficient. 

Db.  CAMERON ;  I  was  very  mudi 
moved  by  the  logical  and  patriotic  ap- 
peal of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Edinburgh  (Mr.  3.  Wilson);  but  the 
matter  to  which  he  referred  was  not  one 
which  touched  on  the  economy  of  the 
house  in  question.  It  touched  upon  the 
conduct  of  Scottish  Business  ;  and  I 
much  regret  that  the  Secretary  iSor  Soot- 
land  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  ia  not  in  his  fdaee 
to  give  the  Oommittee  some  inlormiatzoii 
on  tha  subject.  The  Seeretary  to  the 
Treasnry  has  referred  to  the  experience 
of  Sir  Francis  Sandford  in  anower  De- 
partment— that  is  to  say,  the  Education 
Department.  The  Soottish  Secretary  Is 
now  the  President  of  the  EduoatiOQ  De- 
partment for  Scotland.  In  the  Educa- 
tion De|MrtmeBt,  as  formerly  consti- 
tatod>  &a  Fnuuis  Sandford  was  far  a 
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long  line  ohi«f;  and  ifaait  Office  was 
organized  in  aeoordanoe  «i^  certain 
rales,  amungst  vfaich  there  was  one 
against  the  functioiiaries  of  the  Depart- 
ment interfering  with  publio  affurs.  I 
believe  there  was  a  Qiroular  signed  by 
Sir  Francis  Sandford  to  the  effect  that 
no  person  oonneeted  with  the  Office 
should  mix  up  in  any  political  matters, 
or  interfere  in  any  pnblio  meeting ;  and 
BO  rigidly  waa  that  role  enforced  that  on 
one  occasion  an  official  who  was  present 
at  a  public  neeting,  having  ventared 
to  seewid  a  vote  of  ihanks  to  a  Kember 
of  ft  iSDnner  liberal  AdminietratioD,  was 
hauled  over  the  ooals  tfur  infidngement 
<d  that  Giroular.  Daring  the  last  Elec- 
tion the  question  of  free  education  was 
before  the  whole  Empire,  and  pro- 
minently b^ore  the  people  of  Scotland ; 
and  in  the  heat  of  tlut  Election  Sir 
Francis  Sandfwd  came  down  to  Glas* 
gow,  and  in  connection  with  the  opening 
of  some  schools  he  made  a  startling 
speech  upon  free  education— not  only 
upon  the  subject  generally,  but  he  took 
up  a  speech  in  which  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mundella),  then 
the  Tice  President  of  the  Oouncxl,  bad 
expressed  his  adhesion  to  free  education. 
Sir  Francis  Sandford  oriiieized  the  speedi 
of  the  right  hon.  Glentleman  most  mi- 
nutely, and  went  very  strongly  in  the 
opposite  direotion.  Of  course,  I  am  not 
going  to  discuss  free  edaoation  upon 
this  vote ;  but  I  think  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  pmni  out  that  if  it  was  wrong 
in  an  official  in  the  Education  Depart- 
moat,  as  administered  by  Sir  Francis 
Sandford,  to  mix  himself  up  in  publio 
affairs,  it  was  doubly  wrong  for  the  most 
impCH:tont  official  in  the  new  Ministry  to 
transgress  the  rale  he  had  laid  down 
elsewhere.  I  think  the  Oommittee  are 
entitled  to  some  expression  of  opiuitm 
upon  the  subject  from  the  Oovemment. 
Thrae  are  Tarious  matters  of  interest  to 
servants  in  Publio  Departments  which 
those  swrants  rery  naturally  desire  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  candidates  for 
seats  in  this  House.  For  example,  thw 
is  a  very  vital  qnastion  affeoting  the 
pcdioe — namdy,  thatof  sa^erannuaticoti 
but  the  poUoe  had  l>een  Laid  under  sivdi 
stringent  orders  that  none  of  them  ren- 
tnred  to  put  a  question  to  any  candidate 
at  any  public  meeting ;  and  anything  they 
did  aK  regar^ng  the  views  of  candi- 
dates on  that  subject  was  asked  privately, 
or  in  aooordanoe  with  the  stringent  nue 
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laid  down  for  Hiair  gmdance  thai  tiiey 
should  not  interfere  in  publio  matters. 
The  same  thing  occarred  in  connection 
with  the  Postal  Department.  The  Post 
Office  servants  had  their  grievances, 
and  they  desired  to  obtain  the  opinioa 
of  candidaites  regarding  their  grievances ; 
but  ihey,  also,  had  been  laid  under  sneh 
stringent  orders  that  they  were  afraid 
to  put  questions  in  public.  What  I 
maintain  is,  that  a  Demooratio  House  of 
OommoBs  ^onld  imsiri  npon  one  lav 
being  applied  to  publio  servants  in  what- 
ever capacity  they  SOTva  the  Grown.  If 
to  do  a  given  thing  is  not  propra  for  a 
policeman,  it  is  not  proper  for  an  As- 
sistant Secretary ;  and  if  it  is  not  proper 
for  a  telegraph  derk,  itfis  not  proper  f<n 
Sir  Francis  Sandford  ;  if  it  is  not  pro- 
per for  an  official  of  the  Education  De- 
partment to  take  part  in  political  dis- 
cussion or  in  public  meetings,  it  is  doubly 
improper  for  the  man  who  laid  down 
the  rule  to  transgrem  it  himself.  I 
think  we  are  entitud  to  an  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  point.  A  rather  important 
question  is  involved,  and  I  see  no  better 
opportunity  of  raising  it  than  that 
afforded  by  this  Vote. 

Mb.  J.  H.  A.  MAODONALD:  I 
should  like  to  make  an  explanation,  as 
I  was  rather  misnnderstood  by  the  hon. 
Gontlemau  the  Member  tox  Burnley 
(Ur.  Bylands).  I  do  not  wish  it  for  a 
moment  to  be  supposed  by  Members  of 
this  House  that  those  who  are  now  in 
office  in  Dover  House  are  being  sub- 
jected to  any  danger  from  unsanitary 
arrangements.  It  was  not  likely  I 
should  have  spent  a  few  months  in  the 
Office  if  I  had  the  least  Boepioion  it  was 
in  any  such  condition ;  but  wnat  I  wished 
to  lay  before  the  Committee  with  regard 
to  that  establishment  was  this — that  it 
was  in  such  a  state  when  I  first  saw  it  that 
while  it  could  be  rei^  easily  turned  into 
a  Qovemment  house  by  removing  the  bad 
sanitary  appliances  in  different  parts  of 
the  house,  it  was  quite  unfit  for  a  resi- 
dence for  any  person,  nobleman  or  noble 
lady,  as  it  was  formerly,  who  might 
have  wished  to  take  the  house  at  a  rent 
from  the  Government.  I  believe  that 
one  reason  wl^  it  stood  tenanHess  until 
we  got  into  it  was  that  people  were  ve^ 
suBpioious  as  to  tho  state  in  which  it 
was  ;  and  I  am  not  the  least  snrprised, 
judging  from  what  I  saw,  that  that  was 
so.  In  referenoe  to  what  has  been  said 
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fhd  hon.  Gerrtlenaan  the  Member  Cor 
Cnasgov  (Dr.  Oftmeron),  I  think  I  am 
iuBttned  in  Baying' a  vord  for  laj  right 
hon.  Friend  Sir  Francis  Sandford.  I 
am  sony  that  this  Vote  should  have 
been  made  a  peg  on  which  to  hang  an 
attack  on  that  right  hon.  Qentleman.  I 
understand  that  what  the  hon.  Gwtle- 
man  (Br.  Cameron)  wishes  to  inronte  to 
my  right  hon.  Friend  is  that  while  he 
was  an  official  !n  a  FabHe  Department 
he  took  part  in  what  was  reidly  a 
political  discnsaion:,  and  expressed  views 
contrary  to  those  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed  when  he  was  Secretary  to  the 
Education  Department.  Well,  Sir,  if 
that  were  tme,  it  would  be  a  serious 
charge ;  bat  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
will  see  in  a  moment  that  his  observa- 
tion is  hardly  a  correct  one  to  make  in 
regard  to  my  right  hon.  Friend.  The 
question  which  was  under  diecassi^i  by 
Sir  Francis  Sandford,  at  the  meeting  at 
which  he  spoke,  was  that  of  free  educa- 
tion.  I  understood  the  faon.  Gentleman 

to  say  that  

Du.  OAMEHON  :  I  said  that  Sir 
FranciB  Sandford  went  down  to  Glasgow, 
made  a  long  speech  on  free  education, 
cdtltttzing  and  attaokingthe  speeoh  made 
a  few  days  ago  by  his  former  Ohief . 

Mb.  J.  H.  A.  MAODONALD  :  That 
is  exactly  what  I  understood  the  hon. 
Geutleman  to  say.  No  doubt,  there  are 
some  questions  which  become,  to  a  cer- 
taiii  extent;  political,  because  they  can 
only  be  worked  out  by  the  £.Qances  re- 
quited being  obtained  by  Votes  in  this 
House ;  but  it  would  be  a  lamentable 
thing  if  questions  in  regard  to  education 
were  not  to  be  discussed  by  errerybody 
merely  because  something  had  occurred 
to  bring  education  into  the  political 
field.  1  think  the  question  of  free  edu- 
cation is  one  which  all  men  ought  to  be 
able  to  discuss  quite  freely  everywhere. 
The  onlj  reason  assigned  for  maintain- 
ing Uiat  the  question  was  in  any  sease 
a  ^Utioal  one  was  i^t  if  the  result 
whidi  some  people  denred  was  to  be 
attained  it  oould  only  be  by  Act  of  Par* 
liammt.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  that 
makes  any  question  connected  with  edu- 
cation a  politioal  one,  in  the  sense  that 
it  is  not  to  be  freely  discussed  by  public 
servants.  Oertainly,  I  should  regard  it 
as  a  very  great  misfortune  if  npoQ  edu- 
cational subjects  the  voice  of  such  a 
man  as  Sir  Frauds  Sttadfind  vas  to  be 
mlenced. 

JK*.  7.  JSr.  A,  MaoimM 


Kb.  B.  B.  RUSSEUi:  The  right 
hon.  and  leartted  Gl«itl«nan's  (Iff.  J. 
H.  A.  HaedoBald's)obMTVati<(»is  appear 
to  me  to  be  siognlaily  uofortumte, 
when  all  otu  recoUeotions  of  the  cha- 
racter of  tiie  reoent  poUtiod  eoDteat  art 
qnite  f^h.   There  was  no  more  dan- 
gerous question  than  ednoaticm  in  most 
of  the  constiiuenoioa  of  the  eowtiy; 
and  I  can  corroborate  what  has  been 
said  by  my  hoa.  Friend  and  OoUeagne 
(Dr.  Oameron)  in  respect  to  Sir  Franms 
Sandford's  speech  in  Glasgow.  That 
speetA  did  produee  an  unfoitnaate  effect; 
it  was  very  generally  regarded  as  an  in-' 
trusion  of  which  a  gentleman  in  his 
position  should  not  have  been  gu^ty  I 
and  I  think,  also,  it  was  an  inoeHvemenee 
to  which  Gentlemen  who  were  standing 
for  seats  in  Farliameot  ought  not  to 
have  been  subjected  from  anyone  in 
the  position  of  a  permanent  official.  As 
the  conduct  of  Sir  Francis  Sandford  baa 
been  referred  to,  I  will  veatore  to  say 
now  what  I  should  have  said  acHne  tins* 
ago  had  not  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Burnley  (Mr.  Xtylands)  risen 
before  me— namely,  that  it  does  appear 
to  me  not  derirabto  tiut  the  arrango- 
ment  of  offlcea  in-  a  now  Department 
sne^  as  this  of  llie  Semtaiy  for  3eot-. 
land  should  be  prompted  eoluy  by  con- 
siderations of  economy.    The  Under 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  bad,  as  we 
all  know,  a  very  brilliant  career  in  tbe 
CHvil  Service.    He  holds  a  very  dis- 
tinguished position ;  but  I  imagine  that 
he  received  his  paision  becanse  his  eer- 
vioes  had  reached  a  point  at  which  th^ 
might  be  suspended.  If  it  was  desirable 
that  Sir  Francis  Sandford  should  foe 
brought  into  the  service  of  the  eotontry 
again,  I  should  have  thought  he  might 
have  been  employed  with  much  greater 
advantage  in  an  Office  of  less  novel^, 
in  an  Office  of  less  importanoe,  in  m 
Office  in  whioh  it  was  of  less  oonseqaenoo 
that  good  and  firm  traditions  iriumld  be 
estabtished  by  some  permonMit  offimol 
likely  to  oocnpy  his  portion  for  a  long 
series  of  years,   ^ese  seem  to  me  to 
be  considerations  of  much  greater  im- 
portance than  the  saving  of  £500  which 
IS  derived  from,  the  pension  which  Sir 
Francis  Sandford  enjoys. >  At  any  rate, 
I  rejoice  very  much  that  my  hon.  Friend 
(Dr.  Cameron)  has  entered  this  protest 
against  an  incident  which,  I  repeat,  wae 
regarded  wit^  just  reprobation  when  it 
oooorred,  and  whiob,  I  Taotove  t*  wnff 
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WM  not  merely  »  devifitioiL  £rom  the 
ordinry  pmuttilk^  but  aa  aal;  liable  to 
produce  the  greatest  inooareiueiice,  be- 
cause oandidatee  for  seats  in  Farliament 
ongbt  to  be  free  to  disouse  politieal 
questions  and  eduoational  qaeiiions  at 
an  election  time  iritbout  intrvieion  from 
those  whose  position  may  give  them  ex- 
oeptional  advantages  in  we  disoussiw 
of  such  matters. 

Mb.  E88LEM0NT :  I  differ  from  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Edinburgh 
(Mr.  J.  Wilson)  in  any  such  notion  aa 
that  of  giving  effect  to  Liberal  views 
when  they  ^eot  any  part  of  a  constitu- 
enoy  or  of  the  country.  I  think  we  ought 
to  practise  economy  ail  round,  and  imleas 
we  do  that  we  shall  have  no  success 
whatever.  I  shall  uofc  go  into  the  ques- 
tion— the  ratherheatedqueBtion— which 
has  been  raised  in  regard  to  an  important 
official  connected  with  this  Department ; 
lint  I  do  maintain  that  it  is  very  much 
to  be  deured  that  there  should  be  some 
vuiformity  in  respect  to  the  action  al- 
lowed to  public  officials.  Xhere  is  no 
doubt  that  a  certain  porUon  of  our  pub- 
Uo  offioiala  toe  put  under  the  most  severe 
xestriotiona  wIUl  regard  to  any  expres- 
sion of  publiu  opinion ;  while  others,  en- 
joying positions  which  from  their  very 
nature  ought  to  cause  them  all  tbe.more 
to  observe  neutrality  upon  public  ques- 
tions, seem  to  take  advantage  of  those 
Tory  positions  to  ventilate  their  political 
views.  The  attention  of  the  Qtivem- 
xnent  should  be  directed  to  this  matter, 
so  that  there  should  be  no  difference  in 
respect  to  the  expression  of  public  opi- 
nion between  tilose  who  receive  £1 
a-week  and  those  who  receive  £1,000 
a-year ;  it  is  s^ctly  unfair  that  the  one 
should  have  his  mouth  closed,  while  the 
other  should  be  allowed  to  speak  as 
much  as  he  liked.  In  this  respect  an 
impartiality  should  be  shown  \niich  is 
not  now  shown.  ITothing  was  more 
emspiouous  during  the  recent  Election 
than  that  certain  State-paid  persons 
acted  as  prominent  agents  for  their  own 
politieal  Parties ;  while  others  were  not 
allowed  to  give  a  vote,  or  even  to  speak 
upon  public  que^ions.  My  chief  inten- 
tion in  rising,  however,  was  to  express 
the  opinion  that  the  Treasury's  atten- 
tion should  be  directing  to  economimxg, 
by  means  of  centralizing  the  Office  of 
Secretary  for  Scotland  as  much  as  pos- 
^h^f  ^e  expenditure  of  money  on  the 
tconsMtion  of  Scottish  Business.  I  hope 


that  by  uLeans  of  centralization  we 
have  a  more  e£&cient  system  of  business 
introduced  in  Scotland  withont,  neces- 
sarily, the  expenditure  of  any  more 
money.  The  disqns^ioa  we  have  had 
will  do  good  j  ba^  in  the  oiroumstancest 
I  thipk  we  ought  now  to  albw  the  Tote 
topaas. 

Db.  CAMEBQK  :  It  appears  to^^ 
ihei  the  advancement  of  Scottisn  Busi- 
ness would  bo  much  bettor  promoted 
by  the  appearance  on  tho  Front  Bench, 
during  the  di.scu.^sion  of  Sujttish  Busi- 
ness, of  some  (liTirial  eonnuetoJ  with,  the 
Scottish  Department  tlmn  tlit?  e.stabliah- 
ment  of  office^^.  I  aekcd  for  eomo  ex- 
pression of  Opiniou  on  the  part  of  the 
Qovernmcnt  en  tliis  very  poiDt — whether 
what  is  law  for  a  policeman  or  a  telfi'* 
graph  elerk  sliall  be  regarded  as  law  for 
a  permanent  ollLcial  in  a  higher  capacity? 
I  maintain  that  all  classes  of,  pu^b^ft 
servants  should,  iu  the  eyes  of  thisHoWi^ 
be  treated  in  one  and  the  same  manner. 
If  Sir  Francis  Sandford  is  well  qualified 
to  give  an  opinion  upon  an  eduoational 
question,  I  donirt  sea  how  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  late  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Maodonald]  can 
deny  that  policemen  and  telegraph 
clerks  and  Post:  Office  employit  are 
equally  well  qualified  to  give  intelligent 
opinions  on  questions  affecting  them- 
selves. I  contend  that  the  same  rule 
applies  to  public  servants  in  all  capaci- 
ties. When  Sir  Francis  Sandford  laid 
down  this  rule  for  his  aubordinates  he 
was  bound  to  attend  to  it  himself  ;  and 
unless  I  get  some  explanation  I  shai| 
regard  it  as  my  duty  to  divide  the  Comr-. 
mittee.  I  beg  to  move  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote  by  £dOO. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pot,  ' 

"Thatawun,aotexoeedingdS3,930|,bci9P:»ite4 
to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  wliich  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  31st  day  of  Kttrch  1S*»6,  for  tiie  Bx* 
Bel  of  the  Office  of  Her  Majesty's  Btck^tcry 

The  Committee  dwiSei: — ^Ayes  62; 
Noes  110  :   Majority  68.— (Div.  List, 

No.  7.) 

Original  Questioa  put,  and  Ofreed  to. 

(12.)  £100,  LordLieuteiumt's  House- 
hold, Irdond. 

(13.)  £169,  Valuation  and , Boundary 
Survey,  Ireland. 

2  0  2 
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Otiss  in. — Law  aitd  JtrsTioE. 

(14.)  £6,388,  County  Courts. 

Mb.  TOMIiINSON :  Mr.  Courtney, 
tiiere  ia  one  remark  I  desire  to  moke, 
and  it  arises  from  the  note  at  the  foot  of 
this  Vote.  The  mm  asked  for  addi- 
tional  sohwiM  of  the  officers  of  the 
Oounty  Courts  is  £6,388 ;  and  the  note 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Yote  is  as 
follows  :— 

Balaries  of  the  offleen  tA  the  Courts 
vary  wUh  the  tnuinesB.  The  number  of  actiona 
Iwouj^t  in  the  Coorta  has  ezoeeded  anticipa- 
tioBS.  llie  extrft  receipt!  vUl,  from  the  aame 
came,  exceed  the  Gitimate  hy  about  428,000.'* 

Now,  this  seems  to  raise  the  question  to 
which  I  have  alluded  on  former  ooca- 
uons — namely,  the  question  that  oertain 
portions  of  the  fees  reoeired  in  Courts 
of  Justice  require  some  revision.  I  be- 
liere  it  would  be  found,  if  we  had  any 
means  of  estimating  the  relative  amounts 
received  from  the  business  of  the  Courts, 
and  the  cost  of  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness, that  there  ia  a  very  large  sur- 
plus in  some  branches  of  the  Ijegisia* 
ture,  while  other  branches  do  not  pay. 
Some  County  Courts,  as  appears  &om 
tiiis  Vot^  pay  a  large  surplus  to  the 
State.  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  ooncara  in  the  view  which  I 
have  previously  expressed — that  the  fees 
of  a  Court  ought  to  be  so  re  arranged 
that  they  will  not  produce  more  than 
the  sum  necessary  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Court.  If  the  fees  received 
in  any  particular  Court  largely  exceed 
the  cost  of  carrying  on  the  business  of 
that  Court  it  is  quite  evident  that  in 
that  Court  we  are  really  selling  justice. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  who 
is  so  well  acquainted  with  matters  of 
this  kind,  is  prepared  to  t^row  any  light 
upon  tiie  very  extraordinary  discrepancy 
between  the  £6,388  asked  for  in  the 
foxm.  of  salaries  and  £23,000  which  it  is 
estimated  will  come  in  by  way  of  extra 
T0oeipts.  X  think  this  ia  a  subject  which 
is  worthy  of  some  attention.  If  it  is 
not  possible  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  vx.- 
planatioB  at  the  preseftt  moment,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  refer  to  the  matter  again  on 
a  future  occasion. 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALT:  I  agree  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  Oentlemau  the 
Member  for  ^^eston  (Mr.  Tomlinson) 


that  the  additional  charge  oi  £6,888  for 
County  Court  justice  is  a  somewhat  re- 
markable one.  In  Ireland  we  have  not 
one-tbirdor  one-fourth  the  County  Court 
business  which  you  have  in  England, 
and  yet  there  is  an  amount  of  increase 
in  the  Irish  Courts  far  greater  than  that 
in  the  English  Courts.  I  hope  we  shall 
hare  some  explanation  of  the  difference 
between  the  two  countries 

The  SECBETAKY  to  ihb  TBEA.- 
8URT  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowubr)  :  I  quite 
agree  with  the  riew  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  l^reston 
(Mr.  Tomlinson)  that  Courts  of  Justice 
should  Df^  their  own  way  as  for  as  pos- 
sible. Whatever  may  be  the  case  in 
regard  to  the  Superior  Courts,  the 
County  Courts  of  the  country  have,  to  a 
great  extent,  been  self-supporting  insti- 
tutions. The  reason  why  it  is  necessary 
to  ask  for  this  additional  sum  of  £6,383 
is  this.  The  Estimate  made  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  financial  year  contem- 
plated the  County  Court  business  being 
very  much  at  the  same  ratio  as  it  was  in 
the  preceding  year,  end  the  business 
had  neen  decreasing  rather  than  in- 
creasing. The  amoimt  of  litigation  or 
the  amount  of  money  spent  in  the  re- 
covering of  debts  it  is  impossible  to 
estimate  with  anything  like  aoouracy. 
During  the  preeoit  finannal  year  there 
has  been  a  la^e  increase  in  Oounty 
Court  litigation  in  this  country,  and  the 
result  of  that  litigation  is  that  the  extra 
fees— ordinary  fees — which  will  accrue 
to  the  Treasury  will  amount  to  some- 
thing like  £23,000 ;  while,  as  stated  at 
the  foot  of  the  Vote,  the  extra  expenses, 
in  the  shape  of  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Court,  will  only  be  about 
£6,000.  I  can  assure  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Mr.  Tomunson)  that 
there  has  not  been  much  profit  on  the 
year.  I  find  that  the  entire  amount 
paid  into  the  Treasury  in  1883-4—1 
have  not  got  the  Ketum  for  1884-5 — 
was  only  £404,000,  while  this  year  it  is 
£440,000.  There  wUl  be  an  amount 
added  to  the  £404,000  which  may  bring 
it  to  the  other  amount.  I  may  suggest 
to  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  that  this 
qua^on  might  be  raised  with  greater 
advantage  when  we  shall  have  all  the 
facts  more  correctly  before  us,  when,  for 
instance,  the  whole  of  the  County  Court 
expenditure  is  brought  under  the  notioe 
of  the  House.  This  sum  has  bem  |^id; 
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bat,  practically,  it  imposes  no  burden  on 
ibe  taxpayers.  There  can.  be  no  loss  to 
the  public  Exchequer,  because  fees  will 
oome  in  which  will  more  than  cover  the 
amount.  Of  course,  it  will  be  for  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Ohief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  to 
answer  the  question  of  the  bon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Derry  (Mr.  Healy)  in  reference  to 
the  County  Courts  of  Ireland,  in  regard 
to  which  (Courts  I  am  in  entire  igno- 
rauoe.  The  En^^ieh  Oounty  Courts 
pay  their  own  way,  and  I  wish  the 
Superior  Courts  did  the  same.  I  am 
BOrry  to  say  they  do  not. 

MB.  HOLLOY :  What  is  the  meaning 
of  the  words  at  the  foot  of  the  Vote — 
"The  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
Oourta  vary  with  the  business  ?  "  The 
oomplaint  which  has  been  frequently 
made  in  the  House  is,  that  this  payment 
of  the  officers  by  way  of  a  kind  of  com- 
mission upon  the  business  done  in  the 
Courts  has  been  the  cause  of  a  large 
increase  of  litigation,  amongst  the  poorer 
litigants,  in  cases  which  might  be  settled 
under  very  easy  circumstances.  When 
officers  of  a  Court  receive  commission 
upon  the  business  done  in  their  Court 
there  is  a  distinct  inducement  held  out 
to  them  to  cause  a  prolongation  of  Uti- 

fation  either  by  the  advice  they  gave  or 
y  the  action  they  took,  aay  in  aajoum- 
ing  a  ease,  or  arranging  that  there 
should  be  sometbiiur  the  way  of  an 
appeal.  We  have  had  several  discus- 
sions during  preceding  Sessions  upon 
this  question ;  and  the  opinion  generally 
expressed  has  been  that  the  officers  oif 
these  Courts  should  not  be  paid  by  way 
of  commission  upon  the  business  done, 
but  that  they  should  be  paid  fixed 
salaries  like  the  officers  of  other  Courts. 
I  must  confess  that  I  am  not  very  well 
instructed  in  this  subject ;  but,  as  far  as 
I  remember,  nearly  all  the  officers  of  the 
Superior  Courts  are  paid  fixed  salaries, 
while  in  the  County  Courts  the  system 
of  which  I  and  others  complain  still 
obtains.  It  is  easy  to  see,  not  to  use  too 
polite  language,  that  these  officers  do 
induce  business,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  litigaots,  but  for  the  benefit  of  their 
own  pockets.  1  cannot  expect  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treaenry 
(Hr.  H.  5.  Towlet)  to  say  that  he  will 
introduce  a  BUI  on  the  subject ;  but  I 
would  like  to  get  from  him  some  expres- 
mxm  of  opinion  whioh  woold  strengthen 


19, 1886}   4v.  SiatmaiM,  lSSS-6.  778' 

the  hands  of  thope  who,  like  myself  have 
Session  after  Session  drawn  attention  to 
the  point,  and  asked  that  some  reform 
take  place  in  this  very  unsatiBfaotory 
County  Court  system. 

Thb  SECBBTAET  vo  thr  TBEA- 
SURT  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowi^b)  :  I  quite 
admit  that  the  principle  of  payment  by 
fees  is  radically  unsound,  and  ought  to 
be  altered.  It  has  been  in  process  of 
discontinuance  in  County  Courts  now  for 
a  great  many  years.  When  Oounty 
Courts  were  originally  established— in 
1846 — most  of  the  joinoipal  officers  were 
paid  entirely  by  fees  levied  on  the 
suitors ;  but  that  system  was  abolished 
in  1856,  when  a  Boyal  Oommissioni 
which  sat  on  the  question,  recommended 
in  substitution  of  that  mode  of  payment 
the  system  of  payment  by  salaries.  But 
the  salaries  were  fixed  according  to  the 
amount  of  business  done;  and  my  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Molloy)  will  see  exactly  how 
the  amount  of  salary  may  Tary  even  if 
an  officer  is  not  paid  by  fees,  but  by  the 
amount  of  business.  The  scale  fixed  in 
a  large  number  of  Conrts  is  that  a  Be- 
gistrar  is  paid  £120  for  the  first  200 
plaints  entered  in  the  year;  £5  for  every 
25  plaints  beyond  that  number,  and  up 
to  1,000;  £4  for  every  25  plaints  from 
1,000  to  6,000;  and  then,  if  the  plaints 
exceed  6,000,  a  net  salary  is  paid  to  him 
of  £650.  If  the  plaints  exceed  8,000 
a  net  salary  of  £700  is  paid,  and  so  on. 
So  there  is  a  graduated  scale,  although 
officers  are  paid  by  salary.  Of  course, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  hare  a  uni- 
form scale  of  payment,  because  tiLere  are 
some  Courts  in  which  there  are  not  more 
than  2,000  plaints  entered  in  the  course 
of  a  year,  while  there  are  other  Courts 
in  which  there  are  as  many  as  12,000 
plaints  entered  annually.  And  so  there 
is  a  sliding  scale,  reflating  the  sdaries 
according  to  the  business  done. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  :  I  am  not  sure 
that  I  put  my  point  as  distinctly  as  I 
ought  to  have  done.  My  point  is  that 
the  excess  of  stamps  in  one  Court  is 
made  to  pay  the  deficiency  in  another 
Court.  For  instance,  I  believe  it  was 
almost  demonstrated  two  years  ago  that 
the  Chanoery  Division  pays  a  largo 

Eroportion  of  the  costs  of  the  criminal 
usiness  of  the  country ;  and  I  would 
ask  my  hon.  Friend  tha^  attention  may 
be  given  to  this  point. 

Vote  agreed  to. 
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{IB.)  Motion  made,  and  QuMtion  pro- 
posed, ' 

"  That  8  Sapplementarr  sum,  not  oxoeeding 
£1,327,  be  granted  to  B^er  MAjert^,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  conrsQ  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  th«  Slrt  day  of 
March  1886,  for  the  Salkrioi  and  fiipeam  of 
the  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Sootiand,  and 
other  Legal  Chaises." 

Db.  CAMERON :  I  should  like  to  Bsk 
for  eome  information  in  regard  to  tbe 
larger  item  in  this  Estimate.  I  regret 
the  absence  from  the  Honse  of  the 
Secretary  fc^  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
and  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  Bal- 

■put)  iiheir  abeenne  perhaps 

'(f 'tli^  GShtlemen  on  the  Front 
iitiotL  Beiidi  will  be  able  to  give  us 

 i^iinformatit^.    There  is  a  suspicion 

tKat  i&g&X  exposes  in  connection  with 
Crown  btisitei^  in  Scotland  are  very 
often  heaped  up  ;  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to 
know  somotllinl^  of  the  cause  of  our 
;  havinf;^  to  vote  this  rather  large  sum  in 
connection  with  a  matter  which.,  per- 
haps, may  not  be  deemed  oi  greai  im- 
portaiico  lit  "tt'.Demooratio  House  of 

Commons.  '  ' 

;   Mil.  JACKSON :  As  there  is  no  Scotch 
official  Eepresentative  here,  perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  that,  with  refer- 
ence to  this  Supplementary  Vote,  the 
increase  in  tho  i'>;pensea  under  Sub-head 
B  is  untiiLly  <}•■[,■  to  the  accounts  of  the 
agents  for  services  in  connection  with  tbe 
I^uderdale  and  Tjovat  Peerage  oases.  I 
know  that  this  account  was  most  care- 
fully criticized  by  the  Treasury ;  and  I 
believe  that  every  item  has  been  most 
carefully  taxed  by  tbose  whose  expe- 
rience justifies  them  in  expressing  an 
opinion  as  to  what  amount  ought  to  be 
paid.  The  account  has  received  the  most 
careful  attention,  and  each  item  has 
"been  vouched  for.    The  expenses  in- 
curred are  expenses  which  ought  to  have  ] 
been  incurred,  and  they  were  not  in  I 
■  excess  of  the  services  rendered.  { 
Mr.  JACKS :  I  have  no  doubt  that ' 
the  items  were  carefully  taxed  ;  but  it  \ 
Eoems  to  me  that  there  is  a  higher  ques- : 
tion  than  that,  which  is  this — What  pos- 
sible interest  could  it  be  to  the  people  of 
Scotland  how  this  process  was  carried ' 
on  ?    I  may  saj  that  unless  I  have  some ' 
proper  explanation  as  to  liowthe  money ' 
of  the  oommuniW  ie  being  paid,  in  a  | 
causb  in  which  tne  people  of  Scotland 


have  no  interest  whatever,  I  shall  most 
certainly  oppose  the  Vote ;  and  if  it  is 
not  against  the  Bules  and  custom  of  the 
House  I  will  ask  to  report  Progress. 

The  SECE:6tARY  TO  THE  TKEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  :  There 
were  Crown  interests  raised  in  regard  to 
these  two  Peerages,  and  these  items  are 
the  expenses  of  tbe  agents  attending  to 
the  interests  of  the  Crown.  What  the 
Treasury  have  to  do,  and  what  they  have 
done,  is  to  see  that  this  expenditure  is 
reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  amount, 
and  that  has  been  carried  out.  The  ac- 
count  has  been  passed  by  the  Treasury. 

Db.  CAMEHON  :  After  the  extremely 
lucid  explanation  which  has  been  given 
to  the  Committee,  and  the  evident  sin- 
cerity with  which  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
both  Benches  had  avowed  their  personal 
conviction  that  not  a  halfpenny  has  been 
uselessly  spent  in  this  case,  I  have  only 
to  say  that,  of  course,  there  is  "a  di- 
vinity that  doth  hedge  a  King;"  and 
it  would,  perhaps,  not  do  for  a  private 
Member  to  inquire  too  minutely  into 
what  really  are  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
and  what  are  the  interests  of  tbe  people 
in  this  particular  case.  But  it  does 
seem  to  me  to  be  rather  hard  that  if 
two  or  more  claimants  to  any  particular 
Peeraeie  crop  up  and  tell  us  that  so 
many  hundred  years  ago,  in  consequence 
of  their  ancestors  having  committed  some 
murder  or  other,  they  were  obliged  to 
fly  and  work  as  colliers,  or  some  cock- 
and-bull  stOTT  of  that  kind,  the  com- 
munity should  find  themselves  taxed  to 
the  extent  of  £  1 ,000  or  so  for  defending 
the  interests  of  the  Crown,  and  not  get 
some  less  unintelligible,  though  possibly 
not  less  satisfactory,  explanation  of  the 
account  than  we  have  now. 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT  :  I  quite  agree 
with  the  hon .  Member  for  Glasgow  (Br. 
Cameron)  that  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country  should  not  be  asked  to  vote 
£1,200  in  the  interest  of  the  Crown,  in 
a  case  of  this  sort,  without  a  single 
word  of  explanation  as  to  what  the  m- 
terest  of  the  Crown  or  the  interest  of 
the  people  is.  Without  wishing  to  di-. 
vide  the  Committee,  I  do  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  will  give  some 
explanation  as  to  what  the  intenst  of 
the  Crown  is  in  these  Peerages. 

Thb  SEORETAET  k»b  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tbstkltaxt)  :  I  regret  exceedingly 
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that  I  was  not  here  when  this  matter 
was  first  brought  up ;  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  my  preaenoe  on  that  occaaion 
would  haT«  bem  of  any  bmefit  to  the 
Gommittee  or  not.  The  ttitire  Busi- 
noBB  of  Scotland  —  the  administratiTe 
Buamess  —  has  been  hauded  over  to 
the  Scottish  Office  ;  but  the  only  De- 
partment which  has  been  retained  in 
the  hands  of  the  Home  Office  ia  that  of 
law  and  justice.  The  Yote  that  is  now 
before  us  undoubtedly  concents  law, 
and  possibly  concerns  justice  ;  and  I 
am  unable,  therefore,  to  contribute 
anything  to  the  deliberations  of  the 
Oommittoe  on  this  matter.  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  think  these  Votes  ahould 
be  examined  extremely  carefully.  We 
have  been  in  Office  only  a  fortnight, 
aod  I  take  it  that  the  Home  Office,  which 
is  concerned  with  law  and  justice,  is 
responsible  in  a  Tory  small  degree  for 
the  Vote  now  before  us.  This  is  one  of 
those  occasions ,  on  which  erery  hon. 
Member  must  make  up  his  own  mind, 
and  I  cannot  contribute  to  the  mode  in 
which  he  will  make  it  up.  If  hon.  Gen- 
tleman think  that  by  Totiog  for  this 
Estimate  they  are  voting  public  money 
for  an  ol^ect  .upon  which  publia  money 
should  be  expended,  I  should  strongly 
advise  them  to  rote  for  it.  The  money 
has  undoubtedly  been  paid,  and  there- 
fore that  is  a  very  strong  reason  for 
voting  it.  I  am  bound  to  say,  however, 
that  from  my  knowledge  of  what  took 
place  on  a  previous  occasion  I  do  not 
hiame  hon.  Members  who  make  a  pro- 
test of  this  kind. 

Kb.  M'CULLOOH:  I  can  scarcely 
allow  this  Yote  to  pass  without  entering 
my.  moat  earnest  protest  against  any 
such  exjiendittire  of  public  money.  It 
is  of  no  mterest  to  the  people  of  Scotland 
which  particular  member  of  a  family 
comes  into  a  Peerage,  and  I  cannot  see 
what  are  the  interests  of  the  Crown. 
I  think  we  should  have  some  assurance 
from  the  Front  Bench  that  such  an  ex- 
penditure shall  sot  be  entered  into  again. 
If  that  assurance  is  not  given  I  shall 
certaiDly  vote  against  the  item  in  ques- 
tion. 

Mb.  jacks  :  X  certainly  fail  to  see 
any  justice  in  saddling  the  people  of 
Sootliuad  with  £l,30Q  in  order  to  decide 
which  of  th^  aristocracy  is  to  enter  into 
1^9  p^neesion  of  a  •  certasQ  -portioa  of 
land ;  and*  theiefo|re,  X  beg  to  move  li^tA 
the  Yote  be  refused. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Yote  be  omitted."^(Jfr. 

Mb.  JOEKS:  I  should  like  to.  ask 
the  ChanoeUor  of  the  JBzohequer  what 
would  be  the  result  of  our  carrying  the 
Yote  against  htm  on  this  occasion? 
What  would  be  the  result  to  the  country, 
and  what  would  be  the  result  to  the  Se- 
cretary for  Scotland  ? 

The  CHANCEUiOI?  of  tuv.  EXCHE- 
dUER  (Sir  "William  llAKcoi  in ) :  I  do 
not  know  whether  thr  iiumey  wo\ild  be 

faid  by  the  Secretary  lor  Sciiiland;  but 
think  the  Comroiltee  ought  to  know 
really  what  the  Yote  is.  I  think  tbere 
seems  to  be  some  idea  that  it  is  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  the  claims  of 
people  for  Peerages^  m  3coU^^ ^bj^t 
that  is  not  so.  On,  J^^t^^r^ 
the  reverse.  There  wev;e  ipem^flsr^* 
ages  which  were  in  t  abeyance,  qt  ,iu 
doubt,  and  people  put  forttk  claims  to 
these  Peerages.  01  course,  if  they  h^d 
it  all  their  own  way,  tJie  public  yfo^^ 
very  likely  believe  that  they  had  a  ^ood 
claim.  The  view  of  tlio  Constitution, 
however,  has  been  tliat  when  u  man 
claims  a  s^t  in  tiie  IIou,sl-  of  Lords 
there  ought  to  be  a  judicial  investigatiou 
as  to  whether  or  not  ho  is  entitled  to  it ; 
and  for  that  purpose  it  is  necessary  that 
there  should  be  a  Queen'a  Proctor  to 
examine  whether  or  not  it  is  a  well- 
ibunded  claim,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
counsel  should  be  instructed  and  agents 
employed  by  the  Crown  to  examine 
such  claims.  That  really  is  the  chfi- 
racter  of  the  Yote  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Of  course,  the  Committee  may 
dedde  that  they  will  have  no  such 
ohai^ ;  but,  in  that  ccMse,  some  daim- 
ants  to  Peerages  wiU  not  be  opposed 
at  all  J,  , 

Mb.  ETLANDS  :  If  this  was  a  qiie^ 
tion  on  which  our  Scotch  Friends  were 
exclusively  interested  I  would  have  apo- 
logized for  interfering.  The  Chaiicellur 
of  the  Exchequer  hm  \mt  tlio  case  as 
well  as  it  can  be  put ;  but  it  h  none  tho 
less  very  lame.  I  wish  tp  relieve  the 
mind  of  the  hon.  MeffiljWf.jft^  fi?fijt- 
lasid — 

Mb.  JOHNS :  North-East  Warwick- 
shire. 

Me,  EXLANDS  :  The  hon.  Member 
for  Warwickshire.  I  beg  hie  pardon,  j;  I 
thought  he  came  from  Sco^lj^pd,  I  wish 
to  reUere  the  mind  ot  the  hon.  Member 
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who  had  some  doubts  as  to  what  wonld 
happea  if  this  Vote  was  not  paeeed.  It 
would  make  these  proceedings  in  Oom- 
mittee  a  perfect  farce  if  it  were  to  be 
said  that  beoanse  the  money  had  been 
spent  the  Oommittoe  was  bound  to  vote 
it.  The  explanations  wbioh  we  hare  re- 
o^rad  hare  been  rerj  lame  indeed. 
Oleffi-ly  the  public  may  Terr  naturally 
say  that  these  gentlemen,  who  apply  to 
be  admitted  into  the  ranks  of  the  Peer- 
age, should  defray  the  expenses,  or  that 
the  coate  of  litigation  should  be  charged 
to  the  parties  in  the  oaee.  Because  my 
Lord  Lorat,  or  some  other  worthy,  ex- 
oellent  gentleman,  thinks  that  he  is  en- 
titled to  a  particular  Peerage  and  goes 
to  law  about  it,  then  we,  who  hare  no 
interest  in  the  matter  at  all,  hare  to  pay 
the  costs.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it ;  and  I  oan  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Johns)  that  if  we  refuse  this  money 
my  impression  is  that  we  shall  neTer 
hare  such  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
again.  Do  not  be  alarmed  as  to  where 
the  money  has  to  come  from.  I  can 
promise  the  Oommittee  that  neither  my 
right  htm,  Frimdthe  Secretary  for  Sopt- 
land  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  nor  the  OhanoeUor 
of  the  Exchequer  will'  have  to  pay.  I 
will  guarantee  the  Seoretary  for  Scotland 
that  he  shall  not  have  to  pay  it,  and  I 
will  guarantee  the  Ohancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer that  he  will  not  be  called  upon 
to  pay  it ;  and  I  think  we  might  put  a 
slop  to  what  is  a  most  objectionable 
Vote  by  rejecting  it.  If  we  do  refuse  to 
vote  this  money  I  really  think  we  shall 
have  made  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. 

Mb.  JOHNS :  What  has  been  said 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Bylands)  hardly  satisSes  me.  What  I 
want  to  know  from  the  Ohanoellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  this— What  will  happen 
if  we  refuse  this  Vote  ?  It  appeara  to 
me  to  be  a  debt  incurred  while  hon. 
H«nbera  opposite  wen  in  power.  ["No, 
BO  I"]  Then  it  must  havo  been  paid 
very  recently — within  the  last  fortnight 
in  fact.  If  it  was  not  paid  within  the 
last  fortnight,  then  it  is  quite  clear  that  it 
must  fall  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Front 
Bench  opposite.  What  I  want  to  know 
is,  what  will  be  the  result  ?  If  the  hon. 
Member  who  spoke  last  is  right,  the 
result  of  OUT  refusing  to  pass  ura  Vote 
will  be  a  very  happy  one. 

Thb  CHANCELLOR  OF  THB  EXCHE- 
QU£B  (Sir  Wiumx  HaaootntT) :  After 

ifr.  Rylandn 


the  statement  of  the  hoa.  Member  for 
Burnley  (Mr.  Bylands),  who  appears  to 
have  guaranteed  evwybody,  the  hos. 
Member  need  not  have  any  fears  of  the 
result,  for  the  hon.  Member  for  Bnml^ 
had  dearly  badced  the  Inll.  I  am  sony, 
however, 'that  I  cannot  aay  whan  tiie 
money  was  pud,  or  iih&%  would  happen 
if  the  Tote  were  not  passed ;  but  I  abCHild 
reoommend  hon.  Hembento  besatiafied 
with  what  might  be  called  the  moral 
lesson  read  to-night,  and  which  I  ven- 
ture to  say  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  everybody  else  connected 
with  finance  on  this  Bench,  will  bear  in 
mind.  I  regard  the  hon.  Member  for 
Burnley  as  a  very  valuable  ally  of  the 
Treasury  Bencii  in  the  matter  of  eoo* 
nomy ;  and  no  amount  of  inveetive  whioh 
he  may  hurl  at  the  Treasuiy  Bench  on 
that  score  will  be  taken  ill  by  me.  The 
more  these  Votes  are  oritacized  the  better 
I  shall  be  pleased.  However,  it  is  no 
use  crying  over  spilt  mitk,  and  I  think 
we  might  pass  the  Vote. 

Mr.  OONYBEABE  :  I  do  not  think 
that  the  statements  we  have  received  on 
this  subject  have  been  at  all  satisfMitory, 
considering  that  this  is  amatter  in  which 
we  are  taking  money  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  poor  people.  I  wonld  ask  whe- 
ther the  claimants  to  these  two  Peerages 
were  successful  in  their  suits?  [Mr. 
JoHits :  One  was.]  If  one  was,  it  is 
clear  that  he  would  have  money  enough 
to  pay  the  costs  of  the  case.  If  one  was 
not  sncoessful,  then,  by  the  ordinaiy  rule 
whioh  renders  unsuoeessful  litigants 
liable,  he  ougjkt  to  be  condemned  in 
costs.  Now,  few  of  ns  on  this  side  of  the 
House  wish  to  see  additions  made  to  the 
Peerage  in  an  authorized  manner,  mudi 
less  in  an  unauthorized  manner;  and, 
therefore,  we  are  opposed  to  seeing  any- 
one go  into  the  Gilded  Chamber  at  tii« 
expense  of  the  taj^ayets.  The  sum  of 
£1,286  is  a  large  sum ;  and  when  it  ia 
known  tliat  the  greatest  diatreaB  esiets 
amongst  the  poor,  who  are  already  over- 
burdened with  taxes,  we  have  a  right 
to  insist  that  those  who  like  the  amuse- 
ment of  trying  to  get  Peerages  should 
pay  far  it. 

Mr.  J.  P.  B.  ROBBBTSON  :  If  the 
Committee  is  going  to  vote  on  this  matter 
it  is  as  well  that  I  should  state  what  are 
the  facts  of  the  case.  These  Estimates 
were  certainly  prepared  by  the  late  Ad- 
ministratiou ;  but  th«  costs  in  question 
were  not  iiooned  duftng  tiiait  imtHiA 
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Offlra.  I  vonld  qualify  that  statement, 
however,  hj  saying  that  the  proceedings 
in  one  of  the  disputed  Peerages  did  not 
wmelude  until  after  the  lutrqaesa  of 
Saliahuiy  came  into  power ;  but  in  each 
easo  the  proceedings  were  initiated  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Government  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Hid  Lothian  (Ur.  Gladstone).  I  do  not 
say  that  with  any  idea  of  throwing  dis- 
credit upon  the  proceedings  now  under 
dtBcuseion  and  supported  by  the  Go- 
Ternment,  but  rather  in  order  that 
the  Oommittee  may  be  informed  ee 
xi^ttTds  the  fact.  As  to  the  ground 
upon  which  the  Grown  appeared,  I  wonld 
explain  that  the  grant  of  Feeragas 
flows  from  the  Grown ;  and  they  eoiuer 
not  merely  pcivil^es,  but  a  share  in 
public  duties.  It  has  been  the  invwiable 
and  neoeesary  praotioeof  the  Grown  that 
wkwamer  a  linage  is  in  dispute  the 
Grown  should  interjXMO  in  an  impartial 
character^  in  order  to  see  that  the  Feer- 
{^e  does  not  get  into  the  hands  of  some 
pwaon  unaatboriEed  to  assume  it.  The 
proceedings  in  which  the  Grown  takes 

J>art  are  trafore  the  Gommittee  of  Frivi- 
egee,  and  the  part  the  Law  Officer  plays 
before  that  Gommittee  is  to  watch  the 
proceedings,  (md  at  the  close  to  give 
such  assistance  to  the  Gommittee  as 
may  enable  them  to  decide  according 
io  the  rights  of  the  case.  These  are  not 
nerdy  duties  which  relate  to  one  of  the 
XB^ortant  Frerc^atsres  of  theGrown^bat 
th^  are  abeolutely  neoeesary  so  long  as 
the  right  to  a  Peerage  confera  not  merely 
^vil^ses^butpubliodntaes,  whiohought 
to  be  aeonred  to  those  alone  who  oi^t 
toezeroiaethrai.  Aecor^ngly}  I  venture 
to  tUnk  that  the  expenditure  which  has 
been  incurred  is  a  very  necessary  portiott 
of  the  due  administration  of  a  by  no 
means  unimportant  part  of  the  right  and 
duty  of  the  Grown.  I  regret  &e  ab- 
sence of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Oentleraan  the  Member  forOlaokmannan 
(Mr.  J.  B.  B^our)  and  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Asher)  ;  and 
I  have  only  risen,  as  one  of  the  late 
Iaw  Officers,  to  fumiidi  the  Gommittee 
with  an  explanation  of  the  ground  on 
vhi<^  the  Glrown  appears  in  such 
oases. 

MK.BEADLAUaH:  We  hare  heard 
lifom  the  Treaanry  Bench  that  this  dis- 
enssion  wUl  act  aa  a  nomi  lesson  to  the 
Cikvmnmett.  WeU^  I  do  not  beUere  in 
FtoleoM  mionil kflMikfly  uidltfaiBktiu 


proper  way  to  teach  the  GoTemmant  a 
lesson  is  by  rec<»ding  our  votes  for  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  HOLLOY:  I  will  pat  it  to  the 
Oommittee  whattbisyote  really  amounts 
to.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  sum  is  for 
fees  for  the  two  legal  Gentlemen  who  re- 
present Scotland  in  this  House.  ["No, 
no !  "1  If  hon.  Gentlemen  deny  it  I  will 
ask  the  GKrvernmcnt,  does  not  this  sum 
represent  the  fees  paid  to  the  two  legol 
Gentiemen  iu  the  Goverament  who  act 
as  Attorney  and  Stdicitor  General  in  the 
Sootoh  Department  ? 

Db.  B.  MoDONALD  :  There  is  one 
point  of  view  from  which  this  mattor 
can  be  regarded  that  has  been  lost  sight 
of  up  to  this.  I  would  ask  where  are 
the  Gentlemen  hddtng  these  Beeragee 
at  the  present  time?  Are  tksy  not 
able  to  defend  themeelTCS  agannst  oth6r 
claimants;  and  is  it  necessary  to  ask  the 
people  to  pay  the  expense  of  such  mea- 
sures as  are  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
keep  their  titles?  It  seems  to  me  it 
is  the  business  of  those  who  hold  the 
titles  to  defend  them. 

Me.BAB:EB:  The  Gommittee  should 
not  lose  sight  of  the  question  of  justice 
in  this  matter.  I  bold  as  strongly 
as  any  Gentieman  sitting  below  the 
Gangway  the  feeling  that  we  should  not 
defend  the  hereditary  right  of  Gentlemen 
to  these  hereditary  Peerages ;  but  so 
long  aa  we  have,  as  part  of  our  Oonsti- 
tutiott,  to  uphold  the  hereditary  prin- 
ciple, thra.  I  must  admit  that  is  me  duty 
of  the  GoTcmment  to  eee  that  litigation 
on  the  Bul^ject  at  a.  Peerage  goes  in  the 
right  direction.  So  long  as  we  are  to 
tnuoLd  hereditaxy  Peerages,  I  hcdd  &at 
the  Goveniment  have  heon  ririit  in  the 
expenditure  of  this  m<nMy.  Though  I 
hold  a  strong  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
these  Peerages,  I  ehaU  feel  bonnd  to  vote 
for  the  Government. 

Mr.  KOLLOY  :  I  have  asked  a  ques- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  I  mean  to 
get  an  answer  to  it,  as  it  is  a  very 
reasonable  one.  There  is  a  sum  of 
£1,200  that  has  been  paid  for  Govern- 
ment agents  to  attend  the  examinations 
into  these  Peerage  questions.  I  hare 
stated  tiiat  &e  money  has  gone  in  fees 
to  the  Grown  counsel  or  their  represen- 
tatives. We  know  that  in  English  oases 
the  Attonaey  General  does  not  always 
attond  the  inquiries  himself ;  bat  I  tiiink 
he  ouafattodosoforhissahiry^lindths 
IiishLaT  OOsen-ia  M$k  ttmi  m  irell. 
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X  Tuniffteiit  tii&t  this  moB^  Is  paid  to  the 
Lav  Offioers  in  fees.  It  has  been  danied 
in  a  general  sort  of  fnmi  this  side ; 
bat  before  we  go  to  a  dirinon  I  intend 
to  get  an  answer  to  my  question.  I 
wish  to  know  whether  this  money  has 
or  has  not  been  paid  in  the  nataro  of 
fees  to  Grown  counsel  P 

Me.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD:  lam 
not  quite  in  a  position  to  answer  the 
question  put  by  the  hon.  Member;  but 
certainly,  judging  &om  my  own  ezpe- 
rienoe,  mothing  like  suck  a  sum  as  is  here 
pntdown  as  faaTingbeen  paid  tothe  agents 
of  the  Grown  for  serrices  in  cottneotion 
with  the  Lauderdale  and  Lovat  Peerage 
oases  has  reached  t^e  hands  of  those  who 
were  at  tlie  time  the  Officers  of  the  Otown 
in  SoaAaad.  When  the  Lauderdale 
Peerage  ease  was  before  the  House  of 
Lordsy  it  so  happened  thai  during  its 
oourse  titere  oame  a  change  of  Gorwn- 
ment;  and  as  my  right  hoa.  and  learned 
i'riratdthepment  LcwdAdrocate  (Mr.  J. 
B.  BaUonr)  was  tmableaiiy  longer  to  ap- 
pear on  bs^df  of  the  QrawBt  aoowding  to 
the  usages'of  the  State  and  PadUaraeatit 
was  necessary  that  the  new  Lord  AdTO- 
eate  and  other  oouusel  should  taJce  his 
place.  I  am  sot  here  for  one  moment 
to  defend  the  ordinary  pnactio^  wfaicdi 
takes  place  ia  theea  cases,  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate or  Solicitor  Oeneral  iat  Scotland 
being  employed,  as  distie^iBhed  from 
other  Grown  o&nals.  I£  the  Lord  Ad- 
Tooftte  is  instructed  to  appear  in  such  a 
ease  he  has  to  do  tbe  work:;  and  aa  long 
as  it  is  the  mnetica  that  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate flhoold  appear  and  attend  these 
oases  for  the  Grown  I  think  everyone 
irbo  knows  what  the  salary  of  that  func- 
tionary is  Ioie  the  duties,  he  has  to  do — 
evenona  who  maembecs  that  he  is  the 
£hEilmo  ProseoutoF^  hannff  to  take  ohai^ 
of  the  publia  prDsaoutions  in  Sootland, 
and  that  he  is  «pected,  as  part  of  lus 
dntieSf  to  find  a  seat  in  this  House,  and 
to  be  in  London  for  a  eonskderable  part 
of  the  year — will  agree  that  he  is  not  a 
highly-paid  offitnal.  I  thijik  that  even 
the  most  economioal  of  my  Friends  the 
Scotch  Members  will  not  deny  that.  But 
as  regards  the  fees  that  were  paid  to  the 
XtradAdraoate-i-or  rather  the  GentLaman 
who  was  the :  late  Iiord  Adroeaiie  until 
about  three  yrteka  ago— I  am  not  in  a 
posittioD  to  speak.  I  can  epeak  for  my- 
however ;  and  I  this  i^itb  per- 
fect certainty  flrea  my  reeeUeotionr*:- 
that  not  utttte  jthan  «no       »f^tiut.  tntu 


reached  the  Lord  Advocate  ot  the  late 
0eTetnment< 

Mb.  I.  U.  H£ALY :  It  upeara  to 
me  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
bra for  Northampton  (Mr.  -Bradlaogb) 
and  the  hon.  Hambev  for  Glasgow  <I^. 
Oameron)  have  taken  a  very  na-Badical 
view  of  this  Vote,  beoause,  I  understand, 
these  Gentlemm  object  to  a  gonuine 
House  of  Lards,  and  much  more  to  a 
bogus  one.  Aa  I  understand  it,  Uiey 
would  be  anxious  to  prevent  any  fraudu- 
lent person  going  to  the  House  of  Lords 
—any  person  who  bad  no  busraess  then. 
For  myself  I  object  to  the  Hoose  of 
Lords  in  Ut»  as  a  real  institution,  aod 
much  more  as  a  sham  one.  I  would  call 
attention  to  the  fact  thaA  in  the  Corrupt 
Praotioes  Act  there  was  iurerted  Aolause 
requiring  the  Attorney  General  or  his 
represeDtative  to  attend  inquiries  under 
tbak  measure  to  aee  who  uce  the  iudi- 
viduala  prc^erly  elected,  Mid,  if  neces- 
sary, to  pKOaaeote^yane  acting  iUegaUy . 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  sama  date  de- 
volves npon  the  Iaw  Officera  of  tiie 
Ckiown  iu  regard  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
It  ie  neoessary  that  -  they  should  aee 
that  that  House  is  not  filled  by  per- 
eoBs  wbo  have  bo  oUum  to  be  tJiere.  At 
the  same  time,  I  think  the  amount  of 
the  oharge  on  the  Yotes  is  extremely  ex- 
cessive. I  would  recall  to  the  mind  of 
the  Committee  the  fact  that  this  is  a 
Scotch  Peraage  case ;  and  that  in  an  Irtab 
case,  when  Mr.  Yilliers  Stuart  proae- 
outed  a  <daim  to  the  de  Yesci  Peerage, 
which  was  r^ected  on  the  ground  of 
bastardy,  there  was  no  charge  made  for 
the  atteodanoe  of  the  Irish  Solicitor  or 
Attorney  General.  I  do  not-sse  why  it 
should  be  costlier  for  Scotch  gentlemen 
to  appear  in- London  in  conoection  witii 
Ugai  matters  thui  for  Irish  gentlemen 
to  ozoBS  the  Channel  and  oome  to  London 
for  the  sanw  purpose.  I  think  it  would 
be  reasonable  to  object  to  the  extreme 
charge  proposed  in  the  Tote,  and  to 
oppose  the  Tote  if  a  redaotiDn,  in  the 
amount  were  proposed. 

Mb.  TOMLmSON:  I  desire  to  call 
attention  to  a  point  which,  I  think,  has 
cBcaped  notice.  It  is  ziow  proposed  that 
this  Vote  be  rejected  as  a  whole;  but 
there  is  a  portion  of  it  to  which  no 
one  has:  offered  any  objeoticm,  and 
that  is  the  expenditure  :  in  <  reganl  to 
Eeotion -PetLtioQB.  I  By.iefufjng  4^8 
Vote  wa  flhaU  .  be  ,z<tjeottiig  «o£t  on}y 
the  .sum  .fon  ,tha,  ;^«9vagi9  e§^.i»- 
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fewsd  to,  bat  slso  that  -vkfoh  has  re- 
ference to  Eleotion  Petitions.  I  do  not 
Ihink  hon.  Qentleraen  opposite  really 
Intend  to  do  that.  It  is  Hardly  vorth 
while  to  go  to  a  division  unless  the 
point  at  issue  is  put  properly  before  the 
Committee. 

Dr.  CAMERON:  I  omitted  in  my 
obserratioDs  the  point  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  referred  to.  As 
I  read  the  matter,  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  more  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
the  amount  of  £1,286.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Monaghsfn — [*'  No 
no!"]  —  I  beg  the  hon.  and  learned 
ICember's  pardon — he  has  a  ehoioeof  so 
many  seats  that  one  cannot  always 
remember  the  place  he  T8preaents~-the 
hon.  and  leamedMAmberforSonth  Derry 
(Mr.  Healy)  says  he  does  not  Vnow  why 
there  should  be  a  heavy  charge  in  con- 
nection with  a  Scotch  case,  when  there 
is  none  at  all  in  regard  to  Irish  cases. 
He  evidently  conld  not  have  listened 
to  the  arguments  of  the  ex- Lord  Advo- 
cate (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Maodonald)  just  now, 
because  he  told  the  Committee  most 
distinctly  that  it  is  expected  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland  shall  find  a 
seat  in  this  House;  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  knofps  perfectly  well 
that  no  such  thing  is  expected  or  ne- 
eesaary  itt  the  case  of  the  Irish  Attorney 
General.  It  is  as  well  to  disabuse  the 
"hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  mind  on 
this  subject.  If  that  had  been  put  for- 
"ward  as  a  reason  why  w«  should  vote 
this  sum  I  should  not  hare  objected  to 
it.  The  hon.  Members  who  havO  argued 
the  qneetioa  hftve  not  obtained  a  satis- 
factory answer  from  either  side  of  the 
House.  The  late  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.EobertBon)  said  the 
expense  incurred  was  necessary  for  the 
due  administration  of  the  law  in  Peerage 
cases;  then  his  Colleague  gets  up  and 
aays  he  does  not  know  where  nine- 
tenths  of  the  money  went,  ae  it  did  not 
go  into  his  pocket.  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  told  us,  in  his 
most  candid  speech,  that  he  had  once 
been  of  opinion  that  such  sums  should 
not  be  voted ;  but  since  he  has  taken 
Ilia  present  place  in  the  Government  it 
aeem^  tiiat  his  vievs  on  the  matter 
have  undei^ne  a  modi^eatioa.  He 
'admitted  titat  those  who  object  to  the 
Tote  -  are  justified  In  voting  Mfkinst 
it  \  and,  that  being  so,  I  firfhk  the 
beat  Way  of  ma^ng  our  objeoUon  to 


this  extravaganoe  is  to  vote  fat  the  re- 
duction. 

Motion,  by  leave,  uHh^aun. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  SopiplemeBtary  sam,  not  exceeding 
■£41,  be  grantbd  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defmy  the 
Charge  which  will  como  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  3Ist  a&y  of 
March  1S86,  for  tho  Shanes  and  Espensea  of 
the  OoHrta  of  Law  and  Justice  in  SooUBBd,«nd 
other  Legal  Obargea."— (Of.  Cameron.) 

TheOHANCELLOR  of  theEXCHE- 
aUER  (Sir  William  HAEoorBr):  I 
think  what  the  hon.  and  leanted  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Healy)  has  said  is  very  faiv. 
He  said  thatao  long  am  yon  hare  a  Honae 
of  Lords  it  is  proper  to  take  paias  tiiat 
it  should  be  mtegA  for  pwaona  wAu>  are 
entitlad  to  sit  there ;  and  that,  therefore, 
we  should  not  ohjeet  to  proper  pre- 
cautioBB  beii^  taken  for  toat  purpose. 
I  understood  him,  however,  to  say  that 
the  charge  in  this  Vote  might  be  ex- 
cessive. With  regard  to  die  omploy- 
ment  of  the  Irish  Attorsey  General  in 
Cases  of  this  kind,  I  am  not  able  to  state 
any  particular  instance;  but  I  should 
say-  that,  as  ■  matter  of  printnple,  a  man 
claiming  an  Irish  Peerage  may  be  on  a 
diffevenc  footing  to  one  daiming  a  Scotch 
Peerage.  There  may  have  been  some- 
thing peculiar  in  the  cases  undm  di»> 
oussion.  I  do  iLot  know  how  that  is ; 
but,  as  a  general  principle,  you  ought  to 
have  someone  to  see  tut  impmper 
psrsons  do  not  sit  in  tite '  Hoase  of 
Lords.  You  ought  to  have  a  pn^er 
tribunal  and  Law  Adviaeis  to  take  care 
of  that,  just  as  yon  have  to  BOG  that 
improper  persons  do  not  sit  in  thu 
House.  That  must  be  provided  fx,  and 
any  charge  it  necessarily  involvos  is,  in 
my  opinion,  a  proper  one  to-  throw  on 
the  public  funds.  No  one  will  deny 
that  proposition,  I  think.  It  would 
be  improper,  it  seems  to  me,  to 
argue  the  question  of  the  desirability 
of  having  a  seeoud  Chamber  on  the 
Vote  for  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice 
in  Scotland.  Whenever  tkat  ques- 
tion is  raised  it  should  be  raised 
directly.  If  yon  are  to  have  a  House 
of  Lo^s,  you.ou^t  to  have  some  pro- 
perly constituted  public  tribunal  fittingly 
mmished  with  advice  to  determine  whe- 
ther a  idaimaat  «1  it  is  ^ally  a  Meav 
bar  of  it -or -not.  That  iS'areasonaUe 
aafd  a  fah-  way  of  looking  at  tfa«  joatter; 
add  nopn^ndive  a§atikstt,l3iia)H»nBe4f 
Lotdaaa  an  ittfetftutiim-  ovghi  toJ»  al- 
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tewed  to  inflaence  our  minds  in  aniring 
ai  a  decision.  If  yoa  want  to  abolish 
Ae  House  of  Lords  nlse  the  question 
directly,  and  let  it  be  disctissed  by  people 
according  to  their  (^tinions,  and  do  not 
express  your  objection  to  it  by  throwing 
overboard  charges  for  the  services  of 
persons  vho  hare  been  employed  to  see 
whether  certain  indiTiduals  legally  are, 
or  are  not,  Members  of  that  House.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Healy)  fairly  admitted  the  force  of 
this  argument,  and  then  said  that  the 
oharges  made  in  the  Vote,  thoagb  sound 
in  principle,  ware  excessive  in  amount.  I 
cannot  express  an  opinion  on  that  matter. 
It  has  not  been  my  practice  to  examine 
into  these  matters,  though,  no  doubt, 
they  have  been  inquired  into  by  the  late 
BeOTStazTto  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson). 
It  was  the  duty  of  those  who  were  at  the 
Treasury  at  ue  time  these  Estimates 
were  prepared  to  see  that  they  were  pro- 
perly prepared.  I  do  not  think  we  can 
come  to  the  conclusion,  without  more  in- 
fermation  on  the  point  thAn  we  have  yet 
received,  thattheee  oharges  are  unreason- 
able and  unfair;  and  to  strike  outalarge 
part  of  them,  according  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  (Dr.  Cameron),  would 
not,  I  think,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
stated,  be  a  business-like  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Ck>mmons. 
Therefore  I  again  would  say  that  I 
think  the  Oommittee  might  very  well 
remain  Batisfied  with  the  appeal  which 
has  been  made  to  allow  this  Vote  to 
pass.  I  would,  at  any  rate,  make  that 
suggestion.  I  tiust  hon.  Members  will 
remain  satisfied  with  the  strong  expres- 
sion of  opinion  they  have  given,  and 
allow  the  Vote  to  pass. 

Mb.  HALDAKE:  There  is  at  lesst 
one  reason,  if  there  were  no  other, 
which  would  induce  me  to  support  the 
Vote.  I  am  under  the  impression  that 
if  R  Peor^e  is  once  vested  it  cannot  be 
devested ;  and,  therefore,  if  it  were  the 
practice  of  the  Crown  to  allow  claims 
like  that  to  the  Lovat  Peerage  to  go  un- 
contested the  result  would  be  that  there 
would  be  two  Lovat  Peerages  instead  of 
the  one  there  was  before.  ["  No,  no !  "] 
"Well,  at  any  rate,  that  is  my  impression 
as  to  the  state  of  the  law.  If  I  am 
right,  I  appeal  to  the  collective  sym- 
pathy and  collective  wisdom  of  those 
who  sit  on  Oiis  side  of  the  House, 
whose  feeling  has  been  bo  great  on 
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this  subject,  and  whose  desire  I  do  not 
doubt  is  to  allow  the  matter  to  go,  not 
as  a  questi(m  of  principle,  but  as  ou» 
of  detail. 

Mb.  J.  H.  A.  UAODOKALD :  I  took 

E^t  in  the  debate  rather  hurriedly, 
aving  only  jast  entered  the  House,  and 
not  having  heard  all  that  had  been  said. 
I  ^thered,  however,  that  part  of  the 
objection  to  the  Vote  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  is  with  re- 
gard to  the  largeness  of  the  amount. 
Is  that  so  ?  ["  No,  no  I  "]  I  heard  the 
word  "extravagant,"  which  implies  an 
over-charge.  It  should  be  understood 
that  in  this  case  the  charge  was  higher 
than  it  would  have  been  under  ordinary 
circumstances  for  the  reason  I  exfJained. 
before  —  namely,  that  owing  to  Hha 
change  of  Government  it  was  necessanr 
that  new  officials  should  be  iostmctedL 
It  was  hardly  to  be  expectsd  &at  new 
officials  womd  go  through  the  work  of 
getting  up  a  case  for  which  other  gen- 
tlemen had  been  paid  without  receiving 
remuneration  for  their  serrioea.  I  un- 
derstand the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
goes  to  the  cutting  down  of  the  whole  of 
this  "Vote.  Well,  I  think  we  are  bound, 
in  justice  to  a  public  official  like  Sir 
Theodore  Martin,  to  say  that  such  a 
course  would  be  in  every  sense  extra- 
vagant and  unjust.  Unless  Sir  Theo- 
dore had  refused  to  do  the  business 
he  was  entrusted  with,  the  outlay  must 
have  been  made  by  him.  He  could  not 
possibly  have  performed  bis  duty  with- 
out a  considerable  expenditure  of  money. 
As  he  was  bound  to  do  it  and  incur 
some  outlay,  I  say  it  would  be  an  outrage 
upon  justice  if  the  whole  of  the  amount 
of  the  chu'gee  he  had  to  meet  were 
struck  out  of  the  Estimates. 

Mb.  JOHNS:  I  think  that  what  has 
fallen  txom—\_Cri$»  of  «•  Divide  I"]  I 
hope  in  time  to  be  able  to  convmoe 
hon.  Members  that  I  shall  not  be  put 
down  by  this  means.  I  think  that 
what  has  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
J.  H.  A.  Macdon^d)  is  a  special 
reason  why  we  should  not  accept  this 
Vote.  If  we  are  to  have  a  double  ex- 
penditure like  this  every  time  there  is  a 
change  of  Government  it  will  be  a  most 
I  improper  waste  of  public  money.  I 
!  most  certainly  shall  always  oppose 
such,  and  I  shall  go  into  the  Liwby 
with  the  hon.  Q«ntI«Qiao  below  ths 
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Gangvay  (Dr.  Oaneron),  and  rote  fox 
the  reduction  he  lias  {oopoaed. 

Ub.  JAOESON  :  From  an  eoononucal 
point  of  new  fhta  is  a  question  of  some 
impoitanoe.  I  ceriamly  am  surprised 
at  my  hon.  Friend  the  Uember  for 
BniDlcnr  (Kr.  Bylanda)  having  taken  the 
eonne  ne  has  to-night ;  because  I  would 
lUDind  the  Oommittee  o^  the  faofe  that  it 
is  the  constant  endeavour  of  the  Trea- 
Btuy,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  of  its 
ptooeedinge,  to  out  down  the  Eetimatea 
to  the  lowest  possible  point.  If  the 
Committee  adopts  the  course  of  cutting 
down  this  Vote,  it  will  certainly  be  doing 
something  towards  weakening  the  effect 
of  the  action  of  the  Treasury — ["No, 
BO !  "j  Yes ;  you  will  be  doing  some- 
ttuDg  towards  weakening  the  action  of 
the  Treasury  in  cutting  down  these  items 
to  the  lowest  possible  amount.  I  would 
point  out  that  in  such  cases  as  this  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  make  a 
correct  Estimate  from  year  to  year.  I 
would  appeal  to  the  hon.  Uember  fox 
Bomley,  in  the  interests  of  economy, 
not  to  <H>POse  the  Vote. 

Hb.  Q*KELLT:  I  think,  if  any  rea- 
son were  necessary  to  induce  the  Oom- 
mittee to  refuse  to  rote  this  sum,  the 
reason  giren  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ought  to  be  oonclusive.  What  are  the 
statements  we  reoeiTe  irom  both  Front 
Beaches  ?  On  the  one  band,  we  are  told 
that  the  Vote  has  been  reduced  to  the 
Tsty  smallest  possible  amount.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  are  told  by  the  late  Lord 
AdTOoate  for  Scotland  (Ur.  J.  H.  A. 
Hacdonald)  that  only  about  one-teuth 
of  the  amount  has  passed  into  his  pocket ; 
and  we  hare  had  no  explanation  of  the 
mannor  in  which  the  other  nine-tenths 
have  been  epent.  Now,  leaving  aside 
the  question  whether  the  mon«y  ought 
evtt  to  have  been  voted— «ad  I  am  of 
opiuion  that  it  ought  juA — I  would  point 
out  that  the  posinon  of  a  Peer  is  a  very 
important  one.  It  is  a  position  which  a 
great  number  of  people  desire,  and  it  is 
one  which,  if  any  person  wants  it,  is 
worth  paying  for.  If  anyone,  therefore, 
goes  to  law  to  defend  his  right  to  such 
a  pontion — if  it  is  to  his  interest  to  go  to 
law  either  to  seeure  or  maintain  a  Feeir- 
age — he  ought  to  be  content  to  pay  for 
it,  aud  ought  not  to  come  to  this  House 
■to  pui  his  hands  into  the  pocket  of  the 
jnuUb  Iov  the  pnipaw. 


i9,  1886}    4*0.  Sf^mattt,  ISSfi'S.  W 
Question  put. 

The  Oommittee  JwATmI Araa  117; 
Noes  186 :  Ifigority  19.  —  (Dir. 

No.  8.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreti  to. 

(16.)  £4,069,  Oounty  Oonrt  Officers, 
&o.  Ireland. 

Ub.  DILLON:  There  are  two  or 
three  subjects  in  connection  with  this 
Vote  with  regard  to  which  I  wish  to  ask 
information  from  the  right  hon.  Qentle* 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Iforley). 
I  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  point 
out  to  Uie  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
enormously  costly  character  of  the  Irish 
County  Courts.   There  is,  first,  the  ori- 

final  Estimate  of  £96,316;  next,  the 
upplementory  Estimate  of  £3,000 ;  and 
then  the  sum  now  asked  for  of  £4,069, 
making  a  total  for  the  year  1885-6  (A 
£103,385.  However,  I  will  not  go  at 
length  into  that  point  at  the  present 
time.  I  merely  <&aw  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Seorstary  for  Ireland  to  tha 
fact  that  oUhough  the  business  done  in 
the  English  Oounty  Couzta  is  no  less 
than  30  times  as  great  as  that  in  ths 
Irish  Courts,  the  Estimate  for  the  latter 
is  greatly  disproportionate.  But,  chiefly, 
I  want  to  know  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  will  object  to 
furnish  a  Eetum,  and  give  information 
as  to  the  amount  of  business  done  in 
the  Irish  County  Courts  ? 

Thb  CHAIBMAN  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  present 
Supplementary  Estimate  consists  of 
three  items — the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Grown  and  Peace,  Tipperarv ;  the 
penmon  of  the  late  Clerk  of  the  Crown, 
Oounty  and  Oify  of  Dublin ;  and  the 
charge  for  additional  Bevislng  Bar- 
tistera.  The  hon.  Uember  must  con- 
fine his  remarks  to  these  particular 
items,  and  refer  to  other  subjects  only 
so  far  as  they  illustrate  his  remarks  upon 
those  items. 

Kb.  DILLON :  There  is,  under  Sub- 
head A,  a  charge  of  £721  under  tho 
general  description — salaries. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  see  that  in  the  foot-note  this  is 
restricted  to  one  particular  item. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Then  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  what  is  the  reason  that 
the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
and  Paooe  is  taken  in  a  Supplementary 
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Estfmate ;  and,  alw»  what  ia  Him  veaaon  | 
tiu  Im^  pMLBon  vhieb  ia  entered 
hen  of  £1,716  for  th»  lake  Clerk  of  the  | 
Orovn  for  ika  Gonnty  and  Oi^  of 
Dublin  ?  Why  was  it  granted,  and  why 
is  it  so  large  ? 

T.  U.  HViATiY :  The  amount 
charged  for  Berising  BanistMS  ia 
£4,a1&  Sappoaing  that  thsee  gentle- 
men were  paid  100  guineas  a-pieoe.  the 
amooat  fm  tlte  83  fioaattea  of  Ireland 
would  bft  £3,300,  to  nrhkh,  perhaps, 
mig^t  be  added  their  railway  fisffM.  fiat 
I  flom^lain  that  gentlemen  wen  sdeoted 
by  the  late  Tory  QoToaiment,  soma  of 
whom  were  tliemBelves  oaadidatea  as 
Tories  for  seats  in  this  Honso.  I  do  not 
want  to  take  up  time  unnoeeasarily  ; 
but,  undoubtedly,  in  the  ease  of  North 
Tyrone,  we  had  a  Berising  Barrister 
who  afterwards  stood  as  Tory  candidate 
for  South  Tyrone ;  and  I  tlunk  it  is  a 
terioDS  thing  for  a  Qorerament  in  Office 
only  six  months  to  appoint  gentlemen 
to  this  offiee  wko  were  admittedly  and 
arowedly  political  partisans.  I  see  in 
bis  pla4»  the  right  bon.  and  learned 
€tonuemaa  the  Member  for  Dublin  Uni- 
veesity  (Hr.  Hohnes),  who  will  not  die- 
p«te  it  whan  I  say  tiiat  Mr.  Kiab^  is 
Fnsident  of  the  ToiyOonatitiitional  CAab 
IB  DnUin,  and  diat  whan  that  geode- 
man  lelt  the  justice  seat  he  started  aa 
Omiserrative  candidate  £»r  North^nrae. 
I  wUl  not  say  that  hia  deoisiioiis  were  not, 
in  many  cases  fair,  and  reasonable ;  but 
in  many  others  the  Nationalists  con- 
sidered, whether  justly  or  not  I  will  not 
say.  that  they  were  unreasonable.  But 
I  will  say  that  gentimien  should  hare 
been  appointed  who  were  abore  sus- 
picion. There  are  many  men  in  Ireland 
who  do  not  attach  themselres  to  either 
political  Party ;  and  I  think  the  action 
of  tha  Qoremment  should  bare  been  not 
to  giro  lucratire  appointments  of  a  judi- 
cial character  to  their  friends.  With 
n^ard  to  the  point  saised  by  my  hou. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Ur. 
Dillon)  in  the  item  for  the  pension  for 
the  late  Olerk  of  the  Grown  for 
Oonnty  and  Oi^  of  Dublin,  I  think  that 
ia  that  matter  the  late  Gorenuaentadwd 
handaomely  towards  the  Oorooration  in 

Saying  the  saluy  oat  of  the  Oonaoli- 
stedFond.  This,  I  think,  is  the  6TBt  in- 
stance in  which  the  English  Govern- 
ment hare  taken  a  reasonable  view  of 
a  claim  of  the  kind.  With  regard  to 
the  salary  of  t^  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
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j  and  Fmqs.  Tippezagcy,  I  do  not  aea  why 
,  this  should  become  a  t^tedal  item, 
j  Again,  I  observe  farther  on  in  ^  Eati- 
matea  in  Vote  6  of  Class  Til.,  undev  the 
bead  of  Begistntion  of  Yotere,  IcalaQd, 
ia  a  total  eharge,  in  addition  to  the 
ofaacge  in  the  present  Vote  for  additional 
Beruing  Banisters,  <^  £17,000  for  the 
remnnraatioa  of  local  o£|ciala.  TheCom.- 
mittee  will  remember  that  last  year  we 
hada  debate  as  to  wbatoucbtto  be  paid 
for  die  ngistration  of  rotws  in  Ireland ; 
KoA  I  am  not  at  all  auie  that  the  OoTern- 
meat  hare  not  been  attempting  toaknnt 
the  ^nynwat  for  additional  Berising 
Barristers,  and  to  dirert  some  portioa  ol 
the  £17,000  which  was  intended  by  this 
House  to  go  in  defrayment  of  local 
chargea  in  uirour  of  the  Berising  Bar- 
risters. Therefore,  I  trust  we  shall 
hare  a  statement  by  the  Gorornment 
that  the  £17,000  voted  by  this  House 
last  year  in  reUef  <tf  local  taxation  will 
go  ponly  and  entirely  in  relief  of  pool 
rates,  and  that  not  a  esngle  6^.  wiU  go 
for  Berising  Banisters,  the  cost  of 
whose  remaneratktt  the  Honse  dedared 
should  be  borne  by  the  Consolidated 
Fund. 

Tbb  CHIEF  8ECBETABY  k>&  IB£- 
LAND  (Mr.  Jess  Moklet)  :  With  ze- 
gaid  to  the  inquiry  of  the  boo.  Menfaw 
for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  if  tiie  hon. 
Member  wiU  g^re  Notioe  the  Quee* 
tion  I  will  endearonr  to  satisfy  Mm. 
With  regard  to  the  point  raised  by  the 
bon.  and  learned  Mwnber  for  South  Derry 
rMr.  T.  M.  Healy),  I  will  leare  that  to 
be  replied  to  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
^eretscy  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler).  But  one  item  in  the  Estimate 
— ^namely,  that  which  relates  to  the  Be- 
rising Barristers,  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  tbey  were  paid  by  the  Aaj,  and 
that  an  nnder-Estimate  was  made  of  the 
amount  of  work  which  they  would  hare 
to  do.  The  original  Estimate  was  ex- 
ceeded because  the  sittings  were  unex- 
pectedly prolonged.  That,  at  least,  is 
what  I  understand  to  be  ^e  case. 

Mb.  HOIiMKS :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Deny 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Haaly)  has  refemd  to  the 
gentlemen  appointed  by  the  late  Gorem- 
ment  as  Berising  Barristers ;  and  he 
made,  in  the  course  of  his  statement,  one 
remark  which  I  cannot  agree  with.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  asserted  that 
there  wen  gentlemen  at  the  Irish  Bar 
who  were  not  attached  to  any  poUtioal 
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Party.  I  havea'prfltfyftlUaoqsaivtaDW 
vith  the  Irish  Bar,  and  I  think  that  any 
gtmttemfln  banging  to  it  -of  Buffieieut 
emloanoa  to  be  appointed  as  Bevuing' 
Barrister  M  gmer^lxicnmd  to  be  of  on* 
Eartj  OS  the  other;  and  it  would  be 
Tsrjr  dittotdt  to  ffet  20  or  30  gentlemen 
to  peiform  this  oaty  vkliout  goiag  to 
time  whom  I  may  call  p^itwal  pax>> 
tixus.  Of  oae  thing  I  am  snre — that 
Iho  gsatfemen  w^om  the  late  OoTern- 
iQMt  appointed,  equally  as  between  both 
poHtiftar  Parties,  eudeavciared  to  carry 
eat  thMr  dutias  in  a  spirit  of  jbimess. 
It  wi)l  be  found  that  they  selaoted,  nu> 
ueriealfy  speaking  at  any  vate,  no  gea- 
tkmea  who  were  Ctonserra^Tes  in  pre- 
fMeace  to  libnals.  The  remark  kas 
been  mad&  that  geiittletnen  appointed  to 
the  offiee  of  Bevising  Barrister  were 
tliemsehrw  candidates.  There  was  only 
one  such  oase,  and  that  case  has  been 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  South  Itervy.  At  tbe  time  Mr. 
Efsb^  was  a|»p(»ntBd>  ha  had.  never 
been  a  canffidate  fov  any  cMUiitoenoy} 
»r,  as  Ibet  as  the  late  Oorcrameat  w«ra 
Mnuwr  had  be  any  hitentian  of  becoming 
one.  I  may  say  that  he  had  no  snehin* 
tantiott,  for,  knowing  him  aei  I  do,  I  am 
qnite  sare  that  if  he  had  had  any  such 
ittiestion  he  would  never  have  aooepted 
the  offloe ;  while  I  b^eTe  that  Mr.  Kia* 
b^'sTepatation  at  the  Bar  was  atioh  as 
to  make  him  very  well  fitted  to  perform 
the  dnty  of  Berising  Barnstecr.  I  re- 
ooliect  Uiat  a  deoiaion  given  by  him  was 
conusented  up(m  very  iavourably  in  a 
jooraal  which  is  eaceedingly  ably  con- 
docted,  and  wiii^  belongs  to  IdkS  Na> 
tionalist  Party— ?^  Jl-Mmin'*  Journal 
la  that  paper  it  was  said  that  Mr,  £is* 
bey  had  given  a  deeinoii  in  support  of 
the  view  frequently  pat  forward  it, 
and  vhtoh,  I  beliere)  l»d  been  du^uted 
by  some  o&arBeTxsing  Banister.  Ibe 
hea.  aaad  laamed  Mamber  fbr  South 
Bttiy  has  TaHsiMd  to  ISr,  Kiebey  as 
being  the  President  of  a  OonsemtiTe 
Society  hi  Dublin.  [Mr.  T.  M.  Heax,t: 
Tiee  President.]  If  that  is  so  he  must 
bare  beoome  bo  within  a  few  weeka  of 
tile  present  time,  as  be  was  not  so 
iriiea  he  wae  appointed  Bevising 
Bsnirter.  With  regard  to  the  salary 
of  tin  Olerk  of  the  Peace  coming  upon 
tiie  Estinkates  fi>r  this  ysar,  I  preeame 
that  the  reason  is  that  this  is  the  first 
time  tiie  charge  has  been  voted,  the 
^•laiif  frevioudy  having  baAB-poid  by 


theeounty  oat  of  the  local  ratesj^  Thti 
hon.  and  learned  Member  has  also  re- 
ferred' to  the  noess  of  the  present  orer 
the  former  Bstimate.  -  He  haa  referred 
to  the  Act  of  PaxUammt;  and  it  is  ad-* 
mitted  on  all  hands,  I  bdiere,  that-thf^ 
Afit  was  iatended  to  refieve  the  Oik}  of 
Dtthlin  of  a  eham  vhioh  it  was  oon*> 
ndaved  ought  to  he  borne  by  Imperial 
funds. 

Mb.  DILLON  i  I  have  a  personal  in. 
terest  in  the  matter  of  Mr.  Kisbey's  ap^ 
pointmeni  It  is  perfectly  notorious 
why  he  was  sent  to  revise  the  li^  in 
North  Tyrone;  the  Tories  of  ttiatooanty 
made  a  trinzaph  of  the  fact ;  and  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  man,  woman,  or 
child  tiiwe  who  does  not  believe  that 
I  was  defeated  in  North  Tyrone  mainly 
by  Mr.  Eisbey.  If  it  be  difficult  to 
find  men  at  the  Bar  in  Ireland  who 
are  impartial  in  politiea  to  revise  the 
liaia  ofTotera,  it  is  a  soignlar  thing  that 
a  man  who  haa  proved  himself  to  be 
oue  of  the  btttereet  partisans  to  appear 
bafove  an  Iridi  oonstitttenoj,  and  -wha 
used  laDguaee  oaloulsted  to  eraiia  tiie 
bsfctareat  terag.  abould  be  adeoted  to 
revise  the  list  in  one  of  the  only  three 
eonstitnencies  in  Ireiuid  where  there 
was  a  ck»e  ocmtest.  It  is  a-  fsLct  well 
known  that  Mr.  Kisbey  returned  the 
present  Member  for  North  Tyrone.  I 
may  mention  the  oireumstaaoe  that  in 
Strabane  alone  14  minora,  sraae  of  them 
being  not  more  tium  14  years  of  age, 
voted  against  me. 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  the  right  hon.  andleamsd  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Dnbhn  Univer- 
sity (Mr.  Holmes)  haa  not  touehed  at  ail 
upon  the  jerrymandering  of  those  eon- 
atitaencies  in  which  there  was  a  doae 
contest.  It  will  be  raaembwed  that  20 
gentlemen  were  to  be  appointed  to  revise 
ue  lista  in  Ireland,  vt  was  quite  right 
that  they  ahaold  be  aelected  from  both 
poiitioal  Partie8-*-that  there  ahould  be 
some  Whigs  and  aome  Tories ;  but  the 
point  I  call  attention  to  ia  that  almost 
every  gentleman  supposed  to  be  of  Libe- 
ral leaning  was  sent  down  to  revise  the 
lists  in  ^OQ  irilds  of  Oork  and  Mayo, 
where  the  Nationalists  were  known  to  be 
999  to  one  of  the  voters,  and  that  a  Tory 
was  sent  down  to  reviae  the  lists  where 
the  contest  was  known  to  be  dose.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  '  -Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Dnbiia  UmveonBtty  is  faiinaelf  leeponaibla 
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iar  that  I  do  not  lidnk  he  is;  bst  I 
Imov  one  gentleman  who  MrsqKxniUe, 
and  that  is  8ir  William  Kaje,  a  member 
of  mout  of  the  Orange  Lodges,  a  gentle- 
man who  stood  for  the  City  of  Armagh 
against  Mr.  Bwesford,  the  late  Member. 
If  the  rieht  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Dublin  TTniTersi^  did 
not  appoint  Mr.  Kisbey  to  the  post  of 
BeviaisffBarrister  in  North  Tyrone,  it 
was  Sir  Will^m  Kaye— it  was  he  who 
pricked  the  list,  with  the  result  that  men 
who  were  supposed  to  be  qympathetiain 
polilioe  with  ns  were  sent  to  j^laoes  where 
we  were  in  an  aiormonsinuority,  vbile 
to  plaoes  where  the  Nationrasts  were  in 
B  small  minorify  the  men  who  were  sent 
were  Oran^men  to  the  backbone. 

Mb.  a.  BLAINE:  In  respect  to  this 
additional  charge  of  £1,632  for  Bevising 
Barristers,  I  deem  it  right  to  say  that 
Mr.  Oraig,  who  was  sent  down  to  re  rice 
the  list  of  voters  in  Mid  Armagh,  put  a 
Biuober  of  Tory  youths  under  2 1  years 
of  age  on  the  lut,  and  they  voted  at  the 
last  election.  When  a  Nationalist  ap* 
plied  for  his  vote  Mr,  Oraig  snspeoted 
he  was  under  31  years  of  age,  and  re- 
quired a  certificate  oi  age,  from  the 
Begistrar,  he  beiag  altogeUier  obtiviovs 
of  the  iuak  that,  until  the  year  1864, 
Ihere  waa  no  r«ister  of  births  kept  in 
Ireland.  We  have  also  to  complain 
that  Mr.  Oraig  ineerted  men's  names  as 
tiie  ooenpiers  of  properties,  whireai  the 
propertiea  were  oeeupied  by  woman. 
Another  trick  resorted  to  by  the  land- 
lords in  Mid  Armagh  was  to  fill  their 
tenants'  reaeipts  "  JKeoeived  from  the 
representatives,"  so  that  the  total 
rating  divided  by  the  representatives 
would  not  give  the  quaUfying  quotient 
required  by  law.  Mr.  Oraig  aooepted 
the  landlord's  books  jvoperly  cooked 
for  revision  that  women  and  not  men 
were  taaants,  though  the  men  paid  the 
rent  Mr.  (>aig  winked  at  this  fraud 
upon  the  law.  I  would  only  be  par- 
tiupaiing  in  these  illegal  pcooeediogs 
if  X  did  not  protest  against  an  amount 
a^earing  in  these  Estimates  for  the 
payment  of  services  rendered  to  one 
piurkioalar  Party  in  Mid  Armagh — 
namely,  the  Tory  Party.  There  is 
imofher  griarous  mattw  in  ocmneetion 
with  the  Mid  Aimagh  revision  of  which 
we  hftvo  to  oomplain.  While  Mr.  Oraig 
was  holding  a  Bevision  Oonrt  in  one 
part  of  tiie  diviedon,  Mr.  Biohard  Wilson 
aantUe,  0.0,  Comity  Qowfc  Jmi^B,  waa 
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holding  a  BavUiOn  Csortin  another  psH 
o£  the  ooustitaeiLc^.  While  Mr.  GarnMs 
was  thus  engaged,  an  officer  ot  his 
Oourt^a  civil  bill  officer — named  Wil- 
son, was  giving  evidence  for  the  Torj 
Parly  of  Armt^h  at  Mr.  Craig's  Court- 
that  is  to  ssy,  Mr.  Qamble  allowed  fais 
officer  to  serve  objections,  and  strike  off 
Nationalists  from  the  votem'  Hsts  for 
the  Tory  Party.  Z  snbmit  that  Judges 
wha  act  in  such  a  manner  are  alto- 
gether unworthy  of  pabMo  confiderooe. 
That  Ihey  have  not  the  eonfidence  of 
the  trabuo  I  am  qntto  aware.  Thsy 
go  about  ^Ting  hmg  lectores  on  the 
state  of  the  country.  Instead  <tf  sym- 
pathinng  wxtii  the  people  in  eonse- 
qoflnce  of  the  distress  iraich  prevaili, 
they  are  oonetantly  telling  us  about  the 
great  frauds  eommitted  by  people  who 
are  naaUe  to  pay  exorbitant  rents,  and 
yet  many  of  them  oonnive  at  fraud  them- 
selves. I  submit  that  Mr.  Biefaard 
Wilson  Ghimble,  Q.O.,  was  privy  to  the 
attendance  of  his  civil  bill  officer  at  the 
Bevision  Seeeion  held  by  Mr.  Orsig; 
and,  that  beingso,  I  wotdd  not  be  dtnng 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  ehallotge  thii 
Estimate. 

Mn.  HOLMES :  I  trust  the  Oommit- 
tee  will  allow  me  to  say  a  few  words  in 
raferense  to  the  last  observations  of  the 
hon.  and  Isamed  Gentleman  the  Men> 
ber  for  fiemth  Deny  (Mr.  HeaJy).  The 
hon.  and  learned  Chmtleman  nffcned  to 
a  droumatanoe  for  whieh  I  snmtose  he 
believed  there  was  some  foundation,  thsi 
Sir  William  Eaye,  the  Assistant  Secretary 
to  ^e  Lord  Lieutena&t,  was  the  gentle- 
man who  sent  ^e  Bevioing  Barristos 
to  the  different  counties.  It  would  be 
entirely  unworthy  of  me,  aa  a  Member 
of  the  Administration,  to  allow  uiy  blame 
such  as  that  to  rest  upon  a  pemunient 
offidal.  It  woxild  not  be  th«  duty  of  a 
permanent  official  to  undertake  sni^  a 
task,  and  it  certainly  was  not  nndert^sn 
by  Sir  William  Kaye.  The  responsible 
Qovemment  of  the  time,  the  Onfef  Se- 
cretary, with  such  assistance  aa  he  ooold 
get  from  the  Lord  Ohancdlor,  sent  tiie 
various  Bevising  Banisters  to  the  eonn- 
ties.  At  the  same  time,  it  ia  rig^t  tiie 
OMunittee  should  understand  that  the 
Qorenment,  and  no  ofibser  of  the  flo- 
vemment,  no  one  belonging  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  ih%  day,  and  no  permanmt 
official  connected  with  the  Clovemmeait, 
bad  anytiiing  to  do  witii  sending  Mr. 
hiabey  toNozih  T^Niie.  By  reason  of 
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the  extent  of  coiuil;/  Tyrone  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  have  in  the  county  iour  Re- 
Tising  Barriatera ;  and  foiu  were  selected, 
two  being  Liberals  and  two  Oonaerva- 
tivee.  It  then  rested  with  tiie  Ohairman 
of  the  county  to  allocate  the  various 
dirisions  amongst  the  gentlemeD  se-^ 
lected.  So  the  GoTemment  of  the  day 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it— beyond  no- 
nuDadng  the  four  gentlemen  for  the 
county,  they  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  Bending  of  Kr.  Kisbey  to 
Nor&  Tyroae.  In  reference  to  what 
the  hon.  Q«ntlenuui  the  Member  for 
South  AnnM;h<Ur.  A.B]^ue)  said  with 
respect  to  'i£t.  Oraig,  I  think  it  right  to 
sa^  that  Hr.  Craig  is  a  member  of  the 
Irish  Bar,  -who  has  been  at  well-known 
Eadical  for  many  years.  He  was  sent 
dowu  to  revise  in  Armagh,  being  a  gen- 
tleman very  competent  to  do  so,  as  far 
as  his  legal  knowledge  was  concerned, 
and  he  was  engaged  in  revising  the  lists 
in  Mid  Armagh,  it  being  supposed  at 
that  time  that  the  contest  there  would 
be  between  a  Conservative  and  Liberal 
—that  it  was  one  of  the  constitnencies 
which  would  not  be  eonteeted  by  a  Na- 
tionalist. I  cannot  see  how  a  Oonser- 
TaUve  QoTMrnment  can.  be  responsible 
for  the  action  taken — assuming  that 
theore  was  anything  wrong — by  a  Badi- 
cal  barrister  of  position,  sent  down  to 
revue  the  lists  in  a  constituenoy  in  which 
it  was  suj^osed  the  contest  would  take 
{ilaoe  between  a  Badioal  and  Uonserva- 
tive.  I  must  add  that^  from  what  I 
know  of  Ifr.  Craig's  character  and  legal 
knowledge,  I  am  sure  all  the  decisions 
he  gave  were  given  consoientioiisly,  and 
in  accordance  with  law. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Holmes) 
has  certainly  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag. 
What  is  his  confession?  His  oonfes- 
sioQ  is  that  the  Qovernment  did  take 
political  oiHisiderations  into  account,  be- 
cause in  the  case  of  Mid  Armagh  they, 
in  September  and  October,  considered 
tiie  ptditical  oomplexion  of  the  oonsti- 
taeney,  believing  that  the  contest  there 
would  lie  between  a  Tory  and  a  Liberal. 

Mb.  HOUtfSS :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Qsotlematt  is  oertainly,  though  uninten- 
tionally, miv^weaenting  what  I  said. 
The  result  was  that  the  contest  lay  be- 
tween a  Conservative  and  a  Nationalist ; 
Iwt  unquestionably  the  Government  did 
n(A  take  the  matter  into  consideration. 
In  the  case  of  Aimagh,  as  in  the  case  of 
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Tyrone,  Uie  Qovemment  selected  the  ne- 
cessary number  of  Bevising  Barristers, 
and  the  divisions  were  allocated  amongst 
them  by  the  Chairman  of  the  county. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  As  I  understood 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  GFentlemaUi 
I  did  not  see  how  his  argument  lay  un- 
less the  Government  gauged  beforehand 
what  the  nature  of  the  contest  would  b«. 
Anyhow,  as  he  has  repudiated  my  inters 

g rotation  of  his  words,  I  pass  the  matter 
y.  He  has  attempted  to  relieve  Bir 
WilUam  Eaye  of  responsibiUty.  I  do 
not  accept  his  defence  of  Sir  William 
Kay* ;  but  I  will  deal  with  that  gentle- 
man in  a  moment.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gendeman  says  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Kevising  Barrwters 
was  settled  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Ashbourne,  a  well-known  political 
partizan,  and  by  the  late  Chief  Secretary 
(Sir  William  Hart  Byke),  another  well- 
known  political  partizan  ~  in  other 
words,  taat  these  Gentlemen  bad  the 
power  of  thimble-rigging  as  to  the  -gen- 
tlemen who  should  be  sent  down  to  re- 
vise the  voters'  lists.  I  entirely  repu- 
diate that  view  of  the  matter.  Then 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
says  that  as  between  the  county  and  the 
divisions  of  the  county  the  Chairman  of 
the  county  had  the  power  of  allocating 
the  diviflioiu  in  which  a  particular  bar* 
rister  should  sit.  That  is  not  at  all  the 
provisioa  of  the  Act  of  1866 ;  because 
that  Act  provides  that  the  Bevising  Bar- 
risters are  to  settle  the  matter  between 
them,  each  gentleman  having  just  as 
much  power  as  the  other.  And  with 
regard  to  Sir  William  Kayo,  I  know  of 
my  own  knowledge  that  Bevising  Bar- 
risters who  had  to  go  down  to  counties 
which  it  was  expected  would  be  closely 
contested  were  summoned  to  the  Castle, 
were  met  by  Sir  WilUam  Kaye,  and  were 
bull-nosed  by  him  as  to  the  divisions  of 
the  county  they  should  go  to.  Of  course, 
if  I  were  to  mention  the  counties  it 
would  soon  become  known  who  my  in- 
formant was,  and  that  gentleman  would 
hare  little  ohence  of  any  future  employ- 
ment from  Sir  William  Kaye.  Upon  a 
future  occasion,  when  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen are  picked  out  as  suitable  to  act 
as  Bevising  Barristers,  they  should  be 
sent  to  the  different  counties  by  ballot, 
or  by  the  casting  of  lots.  If  such  a  sys- 
tem were  observed  there  oonid  be  no 
complaint  whatever.  I  think  that  is  the 
provision  oi  tiie  Act  of  196S  with  regard 
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to  the  Judges  wbo  have  to  by  Election 
FetitioDB;  and  surely  th«  revision  of 
voters  ia  a  matter  of  as  mu^  importance 
as  the  trial  of  a  Petition.  I  trust  that 
for  the  future,  when  the  Government 
Boleot  gentlemen  who  appear  to  be 
capable  to  conduct  HeviaLon  Sessions, 
those  gentlemen  will  be  sent  impartiallv ; 
ai^  the  only  way  in  which  they  can  be 
80  sent  is  by  ballot. 

Me.  MITCHELL  HENBY :  The  dis- 
tinguishing feature  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  (Gentleman  the  Membra 
for  South  Derry  (Mr.  Healy)  has  been 
the  use  of  two  extratnrdinary  terms — 
thimble-rigging  and  buU-Doaiug.  I  oon- 
fese  I  do  not  know  what  the  lattar  term 
means.  I  never  heard  it  before ;  but  I 
know  fhis — that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  recently  been  admitted 
into  the  Profession — the  grand  Profes- 
sion— of  the  Law.  He  is  a  barrister ; 
but  the  whole  of  his  speeches  are  calcu- 
lated to  leave  an  impression  on  the 
House  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an 
honourable  barrister  to  be  found  in  Ire- 
land. I  appeal  to  everybody  whether 
this  kind  of  parochial  criticism,  con- 
temptible and  miewable,  this  saturnalia 
of  opportunity,  this  casting  of  imputa- 
tions upon  men  as  honourable  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  is  to  be 
tolerated  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
There  has  been  introduced  the  name  of 
flir  William  Kaye,  a  man  of  the  most 
distinguished  eminence,  a  man  whose 
character  stands  too  high  to  be  black- 
ened by  the  jeers  of  hon.  Gentiemen  op- 
posite. What  is  the  issue  which  is  pre- 
sented to  US  ?  You  would  suppose  that 
whoever  is  selected  as  a  Kevising  Bar- 
rister in  Ireland  must  necessarily  be  a 
blackguard.  A  Hevising  Barrister  is 
called  upon  to  perform  a  judicial  duty  ; 
and  if  his  decisions  are  erroneous — and 
it  does  not  follow  that  a  Kevising  Bar- 
rister is  always  correct — there  is  an  ap- 
peal from  his  decision.  Why  did  not 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  appeal  against 
the  decisions  of  which  they  now  com- 
plain? They  prefer  to  come  here  to 
blacken  the  character  of  men  who  stand 
high  in  the  estimation  of  all  those  who 
know  what  honour  is ;  and  they  do  not 
Boruple  to  oast  imputations^  if  only  they 
can  be  unanswered,  upon  the  Pro&snon 
to  which  many  of  them  belong,  and  to 
which  others  of  them  are  aspiring  to 
belong.  I  trust  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  now  oomprifies  a  great 
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number  of  Members  who  are  new  to 

their  duties,  will  understand  that  the 
criticisms  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who  profess 
to  represent  a  great  nation  —  the  Insh 
nation — are  of  the  most  contemptibly 
parochial  character.  I  hopethe  new  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Morley), 
who  is  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  favour- 
able to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  will 
take  note  of  the  kind  of  criticisms 
which  is  resorted  to  by  them.  If  there 
has  been  any  wrong  done  by  the  Re- 
vising Barristers  in  Ireland,  let  them 
appeal  to  the  law,  as  people  in  England 
and  in  Scotland  do.  That  is  the  advice 
I  always  gave  to  them  when  I  was  the 
Bepresentative  of  an  Irish  constituency. 
[«  Oh !  "]  Certainly  it  is ;  and  the  rea- 
son why  1  oould  no  longer  represmt  an 
Irish  constituency  was  this— that  by 
violence  and  intimidation  those  who 
ought  to  have  given  their  votes  freely 
were  not  permitted  to  do  so. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  Mr.  Courtney, 
I  rise  to  a  point  of  Order,  and  I  ask 
you  to  require  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
resume  his  seat  while  I  state  it.  I  wish 
to  ask  you  whether  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Blackfriars  Division  of  Glasgow  (Mr. 
Mitehell  Henry)  have  any  relevance  to 
the  Vote  now  before  ihe  Committee  ? 

The  chairman  :  The  last  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  me 
to  be  divergent. 

Mn.  MITCHELL  HENBT:  I  quite 
admit  they  did  diverge ;  but  I  will  say 
this— that  when  I  was  an  Irish  Bepre- 
sentetive  I  took  exactly  the  same  line  I 
take  now.  I  told  hon.  Members,  who 
were  then  my  Colleagues,  that  they  were 
simply  degrading  their  own  country, 
and  preventing  the  promotion  of  their 
ends,  by  showing  they  had  no  notion  of 
fairness  in  their  criticisms.  It  is  per- 
fectly well  known  that  the  Revising 
Barristers  in  Ireland  were  impartially 
selected.  Surely  the  Nationalists,  who 
have  returned  86  Members  to  this  Hons^ 
might  indeoOTOv  be  contented  with  their 
success.  But  they  actually  grudge  the 
representation  in  this  House  of  any 
who  differ  from  them,  and  they  do  not 
care  what  imputations  they  cast  upon 
honour,  upon  truth,  upon  justice,  upon 
the  Profession  to  whieh  so  many  of  them 
belong,  and  to  which  many  others  de- 
sire to  belong  in  future  if  only  they 
can  pass  the  examination  ;  they  do  not 
care  what  imputations  they  oast  upon 
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their  own  Profession  if  by  any  chance 
they  can  give  pain  to  h<mourable  men 
wlio  have  not  an  opportiuuty  of  reply  in 
this  House. 

Vote  agntd  to, 

(17.)  Motion  made,  and  Question,  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  Sapplemmtary  sum,  not  excmding 
£7,400,  be  granted  to  Her  Hiyesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  oome  in  oourae  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  aay 
of  March  1886,  for  the  Oonstabolary  Force  in 
Ireland." 

Ma.  DILIiON :  There  are  two  items 
in  this  Supplementary  Estimate  wHch 
raise  a  question  of  the  very  utmost  im- 
portance, and  of  pressing  urgency  to 
the  Irish  people.  The  items  to  which  I 
allude  are  the  additions  of  £2,400  for 
the  traTelltng  expenses  of  the  Insh  Coa- 
stabulary,  and  of  £1,800  for  the  Trans- 
port Service.  In  the  first  place,  I  wish 
to  direct  the  attention  of  tbe  Committee 
to  the  extraordinary — I  may  say  tbe 
absurd — figures  of  this  additional  Esti- 
mate for  the  Transport  Service  of  the 
Irish  Cod  stabulary,  compared  with  the 
original  Estimate.  Tbe  original  Esti- 
mate for  the  Transport  Service  was 
£1,500,  and  tbe  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate IB  £1,800.  It  is  a  very  unusual 
and  extraordinary  oiroumstance  that  tbe 
additional  Estimate  largely  exceeds  tbe 
original  Estimate.  It  is  also  noticeable 
that  under  the  head  of  trayelling  ex- 

fienses  the  additional  Estimate  bears  a 
arge  proportion  to  tbe  original  Esti- 
mate. I  think  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  asking  the  Committee  to  consider 
most  earoestly  whether  it  is  not  high 
time  to  put  a  stop  to  tbe  monstrous 
waste  of  public  money  in  Ireland  in 
transporting  large  bodies  of  Constabu- 
lary from  place  to  plaoe,  sometimes  to 
where  they  are  not  wanted  at  all,  and 
Btill  more  frequently  to  where  tbey  are 
"wanted  to  do  infamous  wrong.  Now, 
what  is  going  on  at  the  present  moment 
m  Ireland?  Why,  Sir,  there  is  an  army 
of  Constabulary  moving  about  Western 
Donegal  at  enormous  cost  I  suppose 
that  ia  a  sbort  time  we  shall  be  called 
upon  to  vote  further  sums  for  the  expe- 
dition. In  my  opinion,  a  more  monstrous 
parody  of  government  was  never  under- 
taken in  any  country  which  pretends  to 
be  civilized.  Let  anyone  tf^e  up  The 
FT$«wMn^»  Jourml,  or  any  other  news- 
paper in  which  aocounts  of  the  expedi- 


tion are  given ;  and  he  will  admit  that,  if 
it  were  not  too  tragic,  a  more  ludicrous 
proceeding  could  ^rdly  be  imagined. 
The  aocounts  read  like  quotations  from 
Don  Quixoi*.  No  one  conld  believe  that 
anything  so  preposterous  could  go  on  in 
real  life.  Many  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee vokj  not  have  read  the  details  of 
tbe  expedition.  What  are  the  facts  f 
A  body  of  200  Irish  Oon8tabnIaiy,many 
of  them  transported  from  a  great  dis- 
tance, and  at  considerable  expense,  as 
one  sees  from  this  Estimate,  are  con- 
centrated at  Gweedore,  a  place  well 
known  for  its  natural  beauty  and  as  a 
fishing  resort,  to  assist  in  tbe  collection 
of  tbe  seed  rate,  a  rate  levied  with  tbe 
object  of  enabling  starving  tenants  to 
plant  their  land  with  potatoes.  These 
men  have  been  marching  and  counter- 
marching; and  up  to  the  present  mo- 
ment I  do  not  believe  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  levying  a  couple  of  pounds, 
while,  I  venture  to  say,  they  have  spent 
close  upon  £1,000.  \Ve  shall  be  called 
upon,  at  a  future  Sitting  of  the  Com^ 
mittee,  to  vote  for  tnat  expedition 
£  1 ,000  at  least.  I  put  it  to  the  common 
sense  of  the  Committee,  is  it  wise,  is  It 
sensible,  is  it  not  downright  madness,  to 
add  to  the  embarrassments  by  which  Uiis 
new  Administration  is  beset  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  such  proceedings  as  this? 
The  people  are  calling  upon  the  charitable 
Engtish  public  to  contribute  funds  to  re- 
lieve them.  We  are  told  by  everybody 
who  goes  into  tbe  district,  be  he  I^glish 
or  Irish,  that  the  people  are  starving. 
Anything  more  pitiable  or  more  absurd 
than  the  proceedings  as  detailed  in  the 
newspaperscoulduot  be  imagined.  There 
had  been  no  opposition  offered  to  the 
Constabnlaiy ;  but  the  people,  acting 
upon  the  advice  of  their  priest,  had 
abstained  from  congregating.  In  some 
instances  this  army  of  Constabulary 
seized  broken  chairs,  tables,  dressers, 

Elates,  iron  pots,  in  which  the  people 
ad  cooked  Uieir  food,  and  piled  them 
in  ttie  cart  following  the  army.  And  in 
one  instance,  amidst  the  screams  of  an 
unfortunate  woman,  a  widow,  and  bm 
children,  the  Con&tabulaiy  dragged  from 
a  remote  comer  of  the  cabin  and  carried 
off  some  potatoes,  all  that  the  family 
bad  to  subsist  upon.  And  I  am  in- 
formed that,  as  soon  as  the  great  expe- 
dition comes  to  a  close,  another  expedi- 
tion is  to  be  or^nized,  and,  perhaps, 
one  of  larger  dimenaioiUj  becausd  we 
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are  told  that  they  are  to  be  ntpported 
by  the  miHtary,  ao^  they  are  to  eriot 
these  miserable  people  from  their  hold- 
ings.   Nov,  I  pat  It  to  the  new  Chief 
Seoretarj  for  Ireland— undoubtedly,  he 
has  undertaken  a  mont  difficult  task; 
and  I  am  bound  to  say  thie-^that  I  do 
not  think  there  ever  came  to  Ireland  a 
man  who  had  a  better  chance  of  making 
a  mioceesfulGoverameDt  in  Ireland  than 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  proBent 
Ohlof  Secretary.   I  returned,  about  a 
week  or  two  ago,  from  a  joura^  to  a 
remote  part  of  the  oomty  of  Mayo, 
where  I  found  the  poor  people  are  ez- 
peoting  something  to  be  done  for  them, 
becanse,  as  they  said  to  me,  they  had 
been  told  that  Mr.  John  Morloy  was  a 
good  man.    Undoubtedly,  there  is  a 
feeling  spread  in  Ireland  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  going  to  do  something  for 
the  relief  of  the  people,  and,  undoubtedly, 
that  feeling  will  be  a  strong  factor  in 
helping  to  keep  the  country  quiet ;  and 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  GoTemment 
intends  to  turn  over  a  new  leaf,  and  to 
deal  wilii  the  people  In  a  kind  spirit 
while  they  are  maturing  their  plans,  I 
think  it  my  doty  to  bring  under  their 
notice  the  presnng  danger  that  attends 
the  employment  of  the  Constabulary  in 
those  insane  expeditions.   Now,  I  hare 
pointed  out  t^ese  two  usea  to  whieh  the 
Constabulary  are  put,  and  which  are 
not  only  utterly  fruiUess  and  absurd, 
bat  swells  the  cost  of  the  Constabulary 
to  a  statewhioh  is  utterly  monstrous  and 
absolutely  useless,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
constitotes   a  serious  public  danger. 
Now,  there  is  a  third  way  In  which  the 
Oonstabulary^ansport  is  increased,  and 
which,  I  am  fi-ee  to  admit,  is  a  subject  on 
which  arguments  can  be  advanced  on 
both  Bideb.    Mie  two  first  matters  I  have 
spoken  of  are  so  plain  that  no  awnment 
can  be  advanced  on  one  side,   xdo  not 
think,  for  instance,  that  any  man  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  fttcts  of  the  case  could 
defend  the  expedition  to  GNreedore.  The 
third  way  I  have  mocitioned  is  the  im- 
portant question  as  to  whether  the 
armed  Forces  of  the  Orown  are  to  be 
annoyed  as  well  as  the  Constabulary  in 
enfonnng  evictions  in  inland.  "Witiiout 
in^zy  as  to  the  eondititm  of  the  people, 
we  hdve  heard  the  statement  matle  the 
olftier'night  that  the  Government  will  not 
use  Cfaeeo  armed  forces  to  carry  out  evic- 
tions in  the  Western  Highlands  and  the 
lB9aikds  of  Scotland.   W^d  have  been  ap- 


pealing  in  this  House  for  five  years — 
appeaUng  to  the  Government  of  Ireland 
to  use  some  discretion  in  the  use  that  is 
made  of  this  police  force ;  and  there  are 
many  who  think  that,  if  our  appeal  had 
been  listened  to,  much  bloodshed  and 
disorder  would  have  been  prevented. 
Are  we  to  be  told,  and  are  we  to  tell  the 
Irish  people,  that  in  Ireland,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  is  to  be  no  inquiiy  even, 
and  no  expression  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  Goveznooent,  as  to 
whether  the  landlords  are  acting  harshly 
and  unjustly,  and  driving  men  to  abso- 
lute desperation  ?  Are  &e  Irish  land- 
lords to  have  the  whole  force  of  the 
Orown  at  their  backs?  I  make  these 
remarks,  as  I  said  before,  from  a  desire 
to  enable  the  Government  to  take  time 
to  settle  the  Irish  Question.  We  believe 
that  this  Govemment  desire  to  come  to 
a  settlement  of  this  question  in  a  friendly 
and  honest  spirit,  and  it  is  our  desire  to 
do  our  best  to  smooth  their  path.  But 
I  am  afraid  that,  whatever  may  be  our 
desire  to  smooth  the  Government's  path, 
ic  will  do  bnt  little  if  these  ruthless  evio* 
tions  are  to  be  allowed  to  continue.  In 
conclusion,  on  this  point  I  will  only  say 
that  I  have  travelled  through  the  wutem 

Eart  of  Donegal  lately,  and  I  can  say  I 
ave  listened  to  the  greatest  exaggera- 
tion in  this  House  as  to  the  reristanoe 
which  is  given  to  the  payment  of  ront  in 
that  district.  There  has  been  absolutely 
no  resistance  at  all.  I  can  say  that,  in 
East  Mayo,  rents  have  been  better  paid 
than  they  have  in  many  parts  of  Eng- 
land ;  but,  unfortunately,  there  was  a 
large  tail  of  tenants  in  all  those  places, 
who  assured  me  they  could  not  get  the 
rent ;  and  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that 
nothing  will  allow  this  armed  force  to 
evict  them.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power 
to  take  the  Chief  Secretary  to  see  these 

rasants ;  and,  after  having  seen  them, 
believe  that  on  no  condition  would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  sanction  the 
use  of  the  Forces  of  the  Crown  to  recover 
rent.  There  is  no  combinatitm  amongst 
these  people  to  resist  the  payment  of 
rent ;  but,  unfortunately,  lliere  are 
a  large  number  of  families,  who  are 
at  this  moment  with  a  rent  decree 
in  their  houses,  utterly  unable  to  pay 
the  rent  asked  of  them  or  to  borrow 
money ;  and  many  of  them,  having 
paid  their  rent,  are  left  in  a  starving 
condition,  and  will  soon  be  living  on 
the  rates.    I  therefore  feel  that  I 
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ought  not  to>  loBO  thia  opportunify 
of  making  wq  earnest  app^  to  the 
Ohief  Seoretary  not  to  puraue  tliis  ridi- 
culous and  senaalee»  course,  nor  to 
raise  up  obstooleB  frliieh  Hearen  knovs 
are  sufiioieDtly  numerous  for  him  al- 
ready. I  do  not  beliere  that  any  English- 
man ever  undertook  a  moro  difficult  taak 
than  that  of  ruling  the  Irish  people.  I 
am  bound  to  say  tiist  if  I  thought  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  oame  here  to  rule 
us  for  long  I  should  put  every  obstacle 
in  his  my.  IbeHere,  faowerer,  that  the 
right  hon.  QenUeman  honestly  desires  to 
do  his  best  in  this  respect ;  and,  holding 
this  opinion,  I  honestly  desire  to  remove 
every  difficulty  from  his  path,  because 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  viahee 
to  get  ont  of  the  country  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. That  is  the  reason  why  I  have 
a  feeling  of  friendship  for  the  present 
Obief  Secretary.  I  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  remember  that  although  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  were  loud  in  their  ineistaace 
on  the  mainlienance  of  law  and  order, 
and  would  back  its  maintenance  by  the 
use  of  public  money  for  employing  the 
armed  Force*  of  the  Grown,  they  sent 
a  Gtontleman  to  Iceland  a  few  months 
ago,  the  Earl  of  Gamarron,  who  gave 
great  ofFance  to  the  landlords,  because 
he  recommended  them  not  to  press  the 
Irish  people  too  far.  I  would  ask  the 
present  Chief  Secretary  to  improve  on 
the  example  set  him  by  the  Tory  Oo- 
Ternment,  to  g^as  tep  further,  end  from 
words  proceed  to  deeds.  A  Predecessor 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the 
government  of  Ireland  in  his  day  woo, 
to  a  great  extent,  the  affdctions  of  the 
Irish  people  by  an  act  which  brought 
down  upon  him  the  opprobrium  of  the 
Tory  elassee  in  Ireland ;  but  his  name 
baa  been  handed  down  with  feelings  of 
respect  and  admiration  by  the  people  of 
Ireland.  I  refer  to  Thomas  r>rum- 
mondi  who  in  a  time  of  agitation  com* 
pared  to  which  the  wildest  days  of  the 
Irfkud  League  was  only  child's  play,  when 
the  peopM  rebelled  at  the  injustice  of 
tithes,  refused  to  use  the  Irish  Consta- 
bulary to  ooUeot  the  tithes.  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Q«ntleman  to  begin  his  go- 
vernment of  Ireland  by  seading  a  mes- 
sage of  peace  to  the  Irish  people^  by 
showing  that  he  will  do  all  in  his  power 
to  check  the  hand  of  the  exterminator  in 
Ireland,  and  to  prevent  the  people  &om 
bung  driven  away  from  their  homes 


when  khwr  refusal  to  pay  rent  is  on  aft- 
count  Oil  t^oir  poverty.  If  he  vill  do  so, 
I,  for  my  part,  will  do  my  best,  by  the 
nercise  of  whet  influence  I  possess,  to 
smooth  the  path  of  the  right  hw.  Gentle- 
man's government  in  Ireland. 

Thb  chief  SEOEEXAIIT  von  IRE-, 
LAND  (Ur.  John  Mosi^t)  :  I  can  v«y 
oho»fally  renpond  to  tho  appMil  <u 
the  hon.  Uember  (Mr.  Dillon)^  and  I  do 
not  know  that  I  am  ocmoemod  to  repu* 
diate  the  motive  with  which  he  pro- 
mises me  his  sympatiiy  and  support. 
The  question  how  long  I  or  any  ^ig- 
liah  Minister  shall  rule  the  Irish  people 
is  a  question  to  which  we  are,  no  doubt, 
approaching  tolerably  near  to  a  solution 
one  way  or  the  other.  Upon  the  nar- 
rower point  of  the  evictions,  the  hon. 
Member  is  well  aware  that  I  have  as 
much  sympfUhy  as  he  has  with  the 
unfortunate  victims  of  the  social  cir- 
cumstances in  which  Ireland  is  placed. 
The  question  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  Military  Forces  of  the  Crown  are 
to  be  used  in  carrying  out  every 
eviction  for  which  the  shadow  of  leg^ 
title  or  justification  caa  be  made  out 
is  a  question  which  Executive  Minis- 
ters must  decide  for  themselves  on  their 
own  responsibility  upon  ea^  case  as  it 
arises.  I,  for  odo,  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  tikM  we  are  justified,  in  every  o»m 
in  which  a  shadow  of  legal  titU  iS  mads  ■ 
out,  to  bring  out  the  Multary  Forees  to 
execute  decrees  which  on  the  ground  of 
public  policy  seem  ioadvisable  and  un- 
necessary. So  fax  as  I  have  been  able  to 
gather  information  in  the  very  short  time 
that  I  have  been  at  ^e  Irish  Office,  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  is  justified  in 
saying  that  at  this  moment — I  do  not 
know  whether  hon.  Gentlmnen  oppoats 
will  differ — rents  are  being,  at  this  time,: 
very  fairly  paid  indeed.  In  oases  where- 
renta  a»  not  being  psid  they  seem  to 
me,  as  far  as  I  can  understand,  to  b« 
mostly  cases  where  it  is  as  absolutely  im- 
possible f6r  the  tenants  to  pay  themt  ss 
it  is  for  many  tenants  in  England  to  pay 
their  rents.  The  hon.  Member  will  not 
expect  me  to  offer  any  remarks  <m 
the  circumstanees  of  the  Gweedore 
evictions,  for,  in  truth,  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  them,  nor  am  I  respon- 
sible for  ^em,  and  it  dnss  not  fall 
within  my  province  to  criticize  them*  nor 
to  offer  any  defence  or  justification  of 
them.  As  for  the  future,  I  can  only 
repeati  in  another  way,  what  I  haya  *£•'. 
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ready  said — that  while  Te  shall  be  very 
careful  to  exact  respect  for  law,  aad  very 
careful  to  see  that  every  subject  of  the 
Queea  has  all  those  rights  to  which  he 
is  lefi^ally  entitled,  it  will  be  our  duty  to 
look  into  the  cases  as  they  arise ;  and  in 
no  case  where  it  can  possibly  be  avoided 
shall  we  be  inclined  to  resort  to  military 
force.  Jhe  particular  item  fo?  increased 
military  transport,  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber challenges,  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  due 
to  the  circumstance,  as  I  am  informed, 
that  the  Constabulary  are  unable  to  pro- 
cure cars  in  consequence  of  pressure; 
and,  therefore,  they  have  been  obliged 
to  provide  themselves  with  horses,  cars, 
and  harness.  The  hon.  Member  spoke, 
however,  rather  with  a  view,  as  I  gather, 
to  express  his  opinion  of  the  necessity  of 
a  policy  of  conciliation  with  regard  to 
evictions.  I  believe  that  the  more  the 
circumstanoes  of  Ireland  are  considered 
the  more  urgent  will  it  appear  to  all 
those  who  have  a  sense  of  responsibility 
to  use  and  exercise  the  power  of  the 
Crown  with  judgment  and  humanity. 

Ma.FLYNN:  Mr.  Courtney,  the  hon. 
Q^entleman  who  has  brought  before  your 
notice  his  criticisms  as  to  why  the  House 
should  not  pass  this  Tote  has  stated,  in 
dear  and  emphatic  terms,  the  reasons 
why  he  objeeta,  and  why,  on  behalf  of 
his  constituents  and  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, he  offers  his  protest  against  the 
passing  of  such  a  Vote  as  this.  I  also 
represent  a  constituency  which  has  in- 
structed me  on  every  occasion  to  offer 
my  protest  against  the  system  of  orga- 
nized eviction  in  Ireland  ;  and  in  speak- 
ing of  this  Vote  I  wish  to  be  understood 
as  representing  my  constituency  in  the 
protest  I  make.  I  feel  that  the  remarks 
of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Morley)  will 
be  received  in  Ireland  to-morrow  with  a 
thrill  of  gratification.  They  will  be  re- 
ceived, at  all  events,  with  this  feeling— 
that,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  countiy,  a  Gentleman  occupying  a 
responsible  position  has  spoken  of  the 
toiling  masses  of  Ireland  in  terms  of 
commiseration  and  sympathy.  "We  re- 
gret that  large  Supplementary  Estimates 
of  this  sort  have  to  be  brought  before  tiie 
House ;  but  we  sa^  that  they  hare  been 
necessitated  by  this  system  of  organized 
eviction,  which  has  been  entered  upon 
by  the  landlords  of  the  country.  I  am 
in  a  position  to  sav  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  has  stated  nothing 

Mr.  John  Morley 


but  the  dearest  and  most  palpable  truth 
when  he  has  told  this  Committee  that 
there  is  no  indisposition  in  Ireland  to  pay 
a  fair  rent.  We  think  it  a  very  cruel 
thing  that  the  Executive  powers  of  the 
Government  should  be  exercised  in  sup- 
port of  an  organized  system  of  evictions; 
and  we  are  glad  toobserve  the  considerate 
and  sympathetic  tone  in  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  approached  the  subject^ 
and  we  hope  sincerdy  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  see  their  way  to  deal  with  this 
question  in  a  kind  and  equitable  spirit 
I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the  Commit- 
tee that  it  involves  a  confiscation  of  the 
property,of  the  Irish  people  when  large 
forces  of  Constabulary  are  sent  on  these 
eviction  campaigns ;  because  it  is  within 
the  knowledge  of  all  that  these  evictions 
are  the  result  of  circumstances  over 
which  these  poor  people  have  no  more 
control  than  a  man  has  over  the  elements 
around  him.  If  carried  out  by  the  Con- 
stabulary, who  are  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  landlords  by  the  Executive,  the 
poor  people  are  thrown  out  on  the  road- 
side irequently  for  the  non-payment  of 
one  year's  rent.  I  feel  convinced  that  the 
people  of  Ireland,  as  I  have  said  a  minute 
ago,  will  read  to-morrow  with  fadings  of 
sincere  gratification  the  wise  and  gene- 
rous won^  that  hare  fallen  from  the  lips 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland ;  and 
I  believe  that  the  QovemmeDt  will  re- 
cognize  the  protest  which  has  fallen  from 
these  Benches,  and  that  we  have  so  pro- 
tested on  behalf  of  those  people  who  are 
desirous  of  meeting  their  engagements, 
but  who  cannot  be  expected  to  do  so  in 
times  such  as  the  present. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENfiY:  What  we 
mine  in  this  discussion  is  the  presence  of 
facts  to  enable  the  Committee  to  judge 
what  foundation  there  is  for  the  elo- 
quent speeches  on  the  subject  of  Irish 
distress  which  we  hear  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  I  will  not  yield  to 
any  man  in  mj  abhorrence  of  evictions. 
I  have  ever  raised  my  voice  against  them 
in  this  House;  but  there  are  evictions 
and  evictions.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillonj,  who  introduced  this 
dieoussion,  spoke  of  evictions,  or  threat- 
ened evioUons,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
covering seed  rate. 

Mb.  DILLON:  Nothing  of  the  sort. 
They  cannot  do  so.  The  hon.  Member 
does  not  understand  what  he  is  talking 
about.  They  cannot  be  evioted  for  the 
recovery  of  seed  rate. 
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Mb.    MmiHELL   HENEY :  The 
hon.  Member  mixed  up  evictions  with  hia 
statements,  and  said  that  the  Irish  Con- 
Btabulaty  has  been  nsfid  for  the  collec- 
tion of  seed  rate.    Well,  it  would  be 
more  candid  of  the  hon.  Member  if  he 
told  the  Committee  what  the  seed  rate 
was.   It  was  the  creation  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite.   That  is  the  fact,  and  I 
can  prove  it.   In  1879,  when  there  was 
a  period  of  great  distress  in  Ireland,  the 
OOTiserTative  Government,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  an  hon.  and  gallant  Member  oppo- 
site—the hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Galway  (Colonel  Nolan) — introduced  a 
measure  by  which  they  advanced  money 
to  a  very  large  amount  for  seed  pota- 
toes, which  was  to  be  repaid  in  a  certain 
number  of  years  by  the  levying  of  a  rate 
on  every  barony  which  had  borrowed 
the  money.    Well,  I  contended  at  that 
time,  and  I  now  know,  that  if  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  had  not  been  in 
such  a  hurry  to  bring  forward  his  mea- 
flure,  the  Government  of  that  day  would 
have  granted  the  most  reasonable  assist- 
ance of  seed  to  crop  the  ground  after  the 
famine  free,  gratis,  fbr  nothing.  We  did 
BO  in  the  case  of  the  French  people  after 
the  Amine.   Wo  sent  immense  quanti- 
ties of  seed  of  all  kinds  abroad,  [_Cries 
of  "Question!"]   I  know  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  do  not  want  the  truth  to  be 
tnown,  and  they  always  take  up  this 
attitude  when  disagreeable  fads  are 
being  put  forward.    As  I  was  saying,  in 
the  case  of  the  French  War  wo  granted 
— that  is  to  say,  the  English  and  Seotoh 
people,  and  I  daresay  the  Irish  people 
joined  with  them — to  the  French  pea- 
santry seed  potatoes,  grain,  and  other 
things,  for  the  purpose  of  cropping  the 
ground  for  another  year ;  and  we  did  it 
as  a  gift.  If  there  is  one  form  of  charity 
more  ihxD.  another  which  can  be  de- 
fended on  economio  and  philanthropic 
grounds,  it  is  that  form.   But  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  (^alway  intro- 
dnced  his  Bill,  and  proposed  that  the 
Irish  people  should  repay  the  amount 
which  was  lent  to  them.   The  Govern- 
ment, of  course,  jumped  at  the  jjroposal 
at  onco;  and  the  result  has  been  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  rate  has  not 
been  paid ;  but  over  and  over  again  appli- 
cation has  been  made  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  collection  of  the  tax.  Appli- 
cations of  that  kind  have  been  acceded 
to  attr  and  over  again  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  if  I  were  to  tell  tiie  Com- 


mittee of  the  cheating  and  fraud  that 
went  on  in  regard  to  that  seed  rate— how 
the  common  potatoes  grown  in  the  district 
were  taken  out  of  a  town  and  brought 
back  as  what  they  called  "champion 
potatoes "  from  a  distance,  and  re-sold 
at  10  guineas  a  ton 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  rise  to  Order.  I  want 
to  know  what  oonneMaon  there  is  be- 
tween the  long  detailed  history  of  the 
various  incidents  connected  with  the 
seed  rate  and  the  Estimate  before  the 
House  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  perfectly  in  Order  in  his  explanation  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  seed  rate. 

Mb.  MITCHELL  HENRY:  I  am 
never  sorry  for  these  interruptions.  I 
am  only  sorry  for  those  who  make  them, 
because  the  House  knows  the  incurable 
aversion  which  hon.  Members  who  repre- 
sent, or  claim  to  represent,  the  Irish 
people  have  to  the  elucidation  of  facts  and 
truth.  Well,  the  seed  rate  was  a  great 
farce.  T  do  not  remember  how  much  is 
outstanding ;  but  I  know  that,  after 
great  difBculty  in  eollecting  the  rate,  a 
great  many  years  have  elapsed  without 
the  amount  advanced  having  been  re- 
paid— ^for  we  are  now  in  1886,  and  the 
Bill  was  passed  in  1879  or  1880.  After 
so  many  years  a  large  portion  of  the 
seed  rate  still  remains  uncollected.  I 
believe,  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  that  his 
constituents  and  the  people  of  Donegal, 
and  also  the  people  in  that  part  of  Ire- 
land who  are  almost  always  at  the  door 
of  starvation,  are  unable  to  pay  their 
contribution. 

Me.  DILLON:  My  clients  paid  it 
long  ago. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY:  That 
is  the  county  of  Mayo.  Thejr  may 
have  paid  it — many  were  anxious  to 
— and  in  these  years  the  money  may 
have  been  paid;  but  the  people  of 
Donegal,  who  are  exceedingly  poor, 
and  the  people  of  Connemara  and  of 
some  parts  of  Kerry,  f^e  quite  unable  to 
pay  the  rate.  I  have  always  said  so ; 
and  why,  I  ask,  did  not  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  take  up  the  same  position? 
Why  did  not  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  who  were  in  the  House  at  tho 
time,  protest  against  the  Bill  of  their 
hon.  and  gallant  Colleague  ?  Why  did 
they  not  save  the  Irish  people  from  this 
impost  ?  I  always  protested  that  these 
people  were  utterly  unable  to  repay  this 
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money  that  was  granted  to  them  so 
many  yeara  ago  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  crop  their  ground ;  and 
I  hope  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
LientoDant  will  obtain  the  sanction  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  sweeping  away  of 
the  rate.  I  certainly  should  not,  how- 
ever, let  off  those  Unions  in  the 
South  of  Ireland  who  are  still  as  able  to 
pay  as  any  other  people  in  the  country, 
but  who  will  not  pay  if  they  can  pos- 
sibly help  it.  The  hon.  Uember  has 
spoken  of  coercive  measureB  for  the 
recoveiy-  of  the  rate ;  but  everyone  who 
knows  Ireland  must  be  aware  that  it  is 
to  be  divided  ioto  at  least  two  parts. 
The  people  in  the  South — the  people 
about  Dublin  and  the  people  of  Cork  and 
Limerick — are  welt  able  to  pay  their 
rents.  ["  Oh,  oh ! "  and  men  of  "  No !  "] 
I  say  that  confidently,  and  can  prove  it. 
^An  hon.  Membee  :  It  is  not  true.]  It 
xs  perfectly  true.  They  are  as  well  able 
to  pay  their  rents  as  any  people  in 
Great  Britain.  [An  hon.  Meubbb: 
Prove  it.]  The  tenants  in  Gonnemara, 
in  Kerry,  and  the  tenants  in  Donegal, 
who  chtefiy  derive  the  money  with 
which  they  pay  their  rents  from  labour 
in  England,  and  who  have  no  employ- 
ment when  trade  is  bad,  are  not  able  to 
pay  their  rents ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say 
that,  80  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  ' 
people  of  Oonnemara  have  made  the 
most  honourable  efforts  to  pay  their 
rents. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  roa  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  JoHirMottLET):  Hear,  hear! 

Mr.  MITCaELL  HENRY:  The 
Chief  Secretary  cheers  that  observation. 
"Why  hare  these  people  been  so  anxious 
to  pay  ?  Because  they  know  that  the 
encouragement  they  received  from  the 
Land  League  to  resist  the  just  payment 
of  their  rents  has  resulted  in  a  failure. 
Many  of  them  allowed  themselves  to  be 
evicted  at  the  instigation  of  the  Land 
League,  and  found  that  when  they  were 
turned  out  on  the  roadside  they  got  no 
assistance  from  the  large  funds  which 
have  been  subscribed,  and  which  are 
within  the  control  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  They  have  lenmt  a  lesson. 
The  people  in  C^nnemara,  in  Kerry,  and 
Donegal  hare  striven  to  pay  their  rents, 
and  all  honour  to  them  for  it.  They  have 
done  8o  because  they  have  lost  faitli  in 
those  who  before  recommemded  them 
not  to  pay,  and  then  deserted  them  in 
tiieir  needs. 


An  hon.  Uunxn :  Yon  say  that  b»- 
oauee  they  hunted  you. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY:  The 
people  who  have  not  paid  their  rents 
have  refused  at  the  instigation  of  the 
National  League.  There  ie  a  complete 
combination  not  to  pay  r«its,  and  the 
tenantry  oonld  not,  if  they  would,  hold 
out  against  them.  You  hare  only  to 
read  that  very  joumal  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  refwred  to  —  I%» 
Fr$«mMn*»  Jturuml — or  to  read  Utdttd 
Ireland,  ftnd  watch  the  advice  vhidi  is 
given  to  these  people  in  the  prosperous 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  often  actually 
given  by  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  now 
sitting  opposite  to  us  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  see  that  I  am  right.  They 
say — *'  If  you  have  got  any  money  take 
oare  to  olothe  and  feed  your  ofaUdrea, 
expend  your  money  for  all  those  pur- 
posse  which  yoa  think  are  beneficial  to 
yourself,  and  then,  if  you  have  anything 
leftover,  give  it  to  the  landlord."  Wel^ 
what  is  the  result?  Why,  notwith' 
standing  the  26  per  oent  redaction 
which  has  been  made  in  the  gross 
rental  of  Ireland  under  the  Land.  Act 
of  1 880,  the  tenants  have  actaalty  asked 
for  a  reduction  of  50  and  60  per  cent. 
They  have  very  properly  been  rafosad. 
fAn  bon.MziCBBB:  Not  by  the  Judges.] 
Take  the  oaae  of  the  Dake  of  Devon- 
shire. Did  they  not  attempt  to  intimi- 
date him  ?  Did  they  not  aek  an  enor- 
mous  reduction  which  he  refttsed  ?  [An 
hoa.  MKUBsa:  How  much?]  I  believe 
60  per  oent.  [**No,  no!  "J  I  believe 
it  was  that  amount.  [An  hon.  Mbhbbr: 
No;  about  20  per  oent]  However,  I 
will  undertake  to  say  that,  although  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  granted  a  reduction, 
it  was  not  more  than  about  half  the 
amount  that  was  a&ed  for.  The  ten- 
antry held  numerous  meetings  and  as- 
sumed a  threatening  aspect;  but  even- 
tually they  thought  it  better  to  pay.  And 
that  is  a  fair  example  of  what  is  con- 
tinually going  on  in  Ireland.  The 
House  is  not  to  be  hoodwinked  on  tJitis 
subject.  I  have  said  this  when  I  vaa 
an  Irish  Member,  and  I  wiU  repeat  it 
now  when  1  am  not.  What  is  the 
amount  of  the  deposits  in  ^  banks  of 
Ireland?  Upwardsof £30,000,000.  And 
to  whom  does  it  belong  ?  Why,  to  the 
prosperous  tenants  of  the  Sooth  and 
East  of  Ireland.  There  is  no  dearth  of 
money  omoaget  the  large  fannara  in 
Xrelaad.   OvA  of  10,  yean  they  bavo 
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had  12  good  years  of  exeeptioDal  prioea ; 
and  though  at  this  moment  prices  have 
faUem  very  Iot,  I  aay  poeitiTely  that  they 
are  not  as  low  aa  they  were  20  years 
ago,  when  renta  were  much  higher  than 
they  are  now.  It  is  ezaotly  the  sam« 
thing  in  the  dairy  counties  of  Ireland. 
The  price  oi  butter  is  low  at  this  moment ; 
but  what  is  the  reason  ?  Why,  it  is  per- 
fectly erident  and  well  known.  [  Criti 
of  "  Question ! "]  Xhis  ia  the  question. 
The  managers  of  the  Oork  Butter  Market 
have  told  the  people  why  it  is— «amely, 
beoauae,  through  the  mretched  manner 
in  which  the  C!ork  butter  is  made,  the 
Dutch  and  other  foreign  butter  can  beat 
it  out  of  the  market.  Let  the  people  of 
the  South  and  East  oi  Ireland  pay  th»r 
Tffltta  in  an  honourable  manner ;  let 
thnn  devote  themselves  to  the  improve- 
ment uf  their  a^ioulture,  and  there 
TTonld  be  no  difficulty  in  their  main- 
taining a  prosperous  position.  The 
Chief  Secretary  ought  to  know  that  the 
UDdoubted  misery  of  the  West  of  Ire- 
land is  made  the  fulcmm  by  means  of 
which  the  agitation  against  landlords 
end  the  outcry  against  rent  are  kept  up. 
Him.  Gentleman  opposite  know  this  as 
well  as  I;  and  at  their  *^nyta»i$  and 
pleasant  dunem  in  the  Ixish  parts  of 
Loadoa  they  tip  one  another  the  wink 
and  say  how  th^  ate  humbugging  the 
Brittsfaer.  They  are  humbugging  the 
Britiaheiv  and  they  know  it,  by  pre- 
tending that  ihe  condition  of  the  ten- 
antry in  the  East  and  South  of  Irelud 
is  like  that  of  the  tenantry  in  the  West 
and  in  Donegal.  I  have  spoken  plainly 
on  tkeee  points,  and  I  hope  the  Ohief 
Secretary  will  investigate  the  &mH8,  and 
find  out  whether  what  I  have  said  is 
true  or  not.  I  repeat  ^at  the  tenaotry 
in  ^e  prosperous  farming  portions  of 
Ireland,  thot^h  thoy  axe  now,  at  this 
moment,  receiving  a  much  lower  price 
for  their  produce  than  they  did  buore, 
are  exceUently  well  able  to  pay  their 
vents ;  but  other  people  i&  Oonneaoaia, 
Donegal,  and  puts  of  £erry  are  not 
able  to  pay  them,  and  ought  to  be  saved 
by  every  meana.  Oertainly  the  Fomes 
of  the  Orown  ought  not  to  be  employed 
i^^nst  them  in  iSteae  evictioas;  Bat 
thete  was  one  curious  .'oiroumstanoe  in 
the  statement  made  by  the  Ohief  8e«re- 
tary.  He  said  that  every  case  of  evic- 
tion and  of  the  employmeot  of  the 
£\>rees  of  the  Grown  would  be  oonei- 
dersd  individually  by  tiie  ExeautiTS 


authority.  Now,  that  is  not  the  law ; 
and  if  the  Chief  Secretary  is  to  make 
himself  the  appeal  for  the  decision  of 
the  Courts  of  Law  which  are  duly  con- 
stituted, he  will  have  a  task  which  not 
only  will  overwhelm  him,  but  will  over- 
whelm the  law  itself.  The  Porces'  of 
the  Crown  are  to  be  employed  to  make 
the  law  obeyed.  If  the  law  is  a  bad 
one  let  it  be  repealed  or  altered;  and 
Heaven  knows  that  I  have  in  this 
House  for  the  last  17  years,  over  and 
over  agaiu,  asked  for  the  repeal  of  those 
baish  measures  which  apply  to  one  part 
of  Ireland  a  law  of  eviction  which  ought 
not  to  be  applied  t<^  a  starring  and 
miserable  populatiou.  But  in  regard  to 
tho  rest  of  Ireland,  if  the  tenant  farmers 
who  are  rich  enough  will  not  pay, 
threaten  them  and  they  will  do  so ;  or 
if  they  do  not,  support  those  who  have 
a  right  to  the  land  just  as  much  aa  the 
tenants  have,  in  attempting  to  obtain 
their  due  by  the  sale  of  the  tenants' 
stock 

Mb.  HOLKES  :  The  rigU  hon.  Gea- 
tleman  opposite  (Mr,  J.  Alorley)  has  re- 
minded us  that  it  can  hard&  be  ex- 
pected that  he  can  know  mudi  of  this 
subject,  considering  that  he  has  been 
such  a  short  time  in  Office.  All,  I  think, 
will  agree  in  that ;  and  it  would  be  most 
unreasonable  to  assume  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  upon  every  Irish  ques- 
tion, can,  at  the  present  time,  have 
formed  a  definite  opinion.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  in  any  statement  he  has  made 
to-night  he  has  expressed  an  opinion  of 
first  impressioa,  and  is  prepared,  on 
further  consideration,  to  modify  or  en- 
tirely alter  that  opinion.  It  .would  not, 
I  think,  be  amiss  if  I  were  to  bring 
back  the  Committee  to  the  point  from 
which  this  discussion  started.  We  are 
discussing  the  Supplementary  Constabu* 
lazy  Estimate.  One  might  suppose, 
from  the  course  the  discussion  has  taken, 
and  even  from  a  large  portion  of  the 
Chief  Secretary's  own  address,  that  the 
reason  the  Estimate  has  been  increased 
beyond  what  was  originally  expected  is 
this — because  the  Gonstabulwy  have 
been  largely  employed  in  carrying  out 
•victiona— *and  that  in  oonsequenoe  of 
their  having  been  solazgely  employed  tho 
estimated  amoui^  was  not  snffiotont  for 
the  purposes  of  travelling  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses.  Now,  we  haraitfircmi 
the  Chief  Secretary,  himself,  mentioned 
in  an  incidental  and  vague  way^  ^ 
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end  of  hie  obserrations,  that  that  is  not 
the  rmson  for  the  increase  of  the  Esti- 
mate at  al!.  The  eause  of  the  increase, 

Ro  far  as  I  could  gather  from  the  Chief 
Secretary — and  he  appealed  to  myself 
as  to  my  own  knowledge  on  the  matter, 
which  oorresponds  entirely  with  his — is 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  Oonstabulary, 
during  aoonsiderable  portion  of  last  year, 
not  being  able  to  obtain  oars  and  to  hire 
horaes,  and,  in  some  cases,  to  procure 
even  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  they 
were  obliged  to  spend  capital  in  the 
purchase  of  oars  and  hOTses.  Tbej  were 
compelled  to  make  these  purchases  not 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
their  ordinary  Constabulary  duties,  but 
aetoally  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
£rom  neighbonring  towns  the  bread  and 
other  food  necessary  for  the  support  of 
the  men  in  Uta  harmcka.   I  might  eatk 
why  was  this?  Was  it  because  the 
peraons  who  earned  their  livelihood  in 
the  country  by  keeping  cars  for  hire 
were  indisposed  to  add  a  little  to  their 
inoomes  by  letting  their  cars  to  the  Con- 
stabulary ?   I  think  it  is  hardly  so.  It 
was  because  there  was  a  power  in  the 
country  which  ao  intimidated  the  men 
who  had  the  cars  for  hire  that  they  dare 
not  give  them  to  the  Constabulary, 
though,  again  and  again — wad  the  Con- 
stabudary  will  bear  me  oat — they  would 
have  been  perfectly  willing  to  do  bo  if 
the  National   League  had  permitted 
them.   Therefore,  when  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary appeals  to  tiiis  side  of  the  House 
and  asks,  Does  not  oar  experience 
oorrespond  with  hU  ii^rmation  that 
it    was    oiroomstauces  of   this  kind 
which  inToIved  this  additional  expendi- 
tore,  I  at  once  reply  in  the  amrma- 
tire.  But  there  were  other  portions  of 
ihe  right  hon.  Gentlenan'sobserrations 
a  little  more  questionable.  Beference 
has  been  made  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate to  what  are  called  "organised 
enotions ; "  and  hopes  have  been  ex- 
pressed that  the  Government  will  not 
giTe  any  support  to    any  sweeping 
plan  for  clearing   away  the  inhabi- 
tants from  lai^e  districts  —  from  the 
land  they  have  been  holding  and  the 
houses  they  have  been  occupying  for  a 
long  period.    I  am  afraid  that  some  ob- 
serrationa  fell  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemaa— thoagh  probably  be  did  not  use 
them  in  that  light — rather  suggesting 
iha  ideaof  aonothing  of  the  kind  being 
dona.  X  am  not  awase        iu  tfae  last 


12  mtmths  there  hare  been  anytfriotions 
that  could  be  said  to  be  of  that  cha- 
racter.   He  spoke  of  the  Q  weed  ore 
evictiona;  but  there  were  no  ericUons 
in  Gweedore  oonnected  with  (he  seed 
rate,  and  the  only  matters  referred 
to  in  the  debate  have  been  in  con- 
nection with  that  rate.    As  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on   the   other  side  (Mr. 
Mitchell  Henry)  knows,  but  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  can  scarcely  be 
expected  to  know,  people  cannot  be 
evicted  from  their  holdings  for  non-pay* 
ment  of  seed  rate ;  and  if  the  Consta- 
bulary have  been  used  at  all,  it  has  only 
been  for  protecting  whoever  might  be 
the  warrant  bearer  in  the  collection  of 
the  rate.    If  there  were  a  Betnm  of 
nulla  bona  no  penalty  can  be  attached  to 
those  liable  to  payment  of  Uie  rate.  A 
Betum  has  been  fnmiehed  as  to  the 
eriotionB  in  the  last  12  montiis.  I  think 
I  am  correct  in  the  statement — if  I  am 
not  the  right  hon.  Gbntleman  will  be 
able  to  correct  me,  though  I  believe  he 
will  bear  me  out — that  the  evictions  in 
Ireland  during  the  year  1 88fi  were  much 
less  in  number  than  in  1884.   I  believe, 
in  round  numbers,  the  number  of  evic- 
tions in  1884  were  about  4,000,  and  that 
in  the  year  following  they  were  3,000. 
But,  lest  the  Committee  should  carry 
away  a  misapprehension  as  regards  tiie 
meaning  of  these  figures,  I  ought  to 
state  that  these  were  evictions  that  ap- 
peared in  the  hands  of  the  Bheriff,  and 
that  in  a  large  pnniortion  of  oases—as 
always  happens — ^tne  persons  evicted 
were  restorad  either  as  tenants  or  care- 
takers.  These  numbers,  ther^re,  do 
not  represent  the  axsbaaX  number  of 
people  put  out  of  their  holdings,  bat  the 
number  in  which  evictions  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  Sheriff;  and,  as  I  have 
said,  there  was  a  substantial  decrease  in 
1685.  I  think  I  may  say  that  in  the  past 
five  or  six  months  during  which  I  nad 
some  experience  in  connection  with 
the  government  of  Ireland  there  were 
very  few  oases  in  which  it  was  necessary 
to  assist  the  Civil  power  by  even  the 
Constabulary,  much  less  the  MiKtaiy,  in 
the  carrying  out  of  evictions.    I  know 
that  occasionally  in  Ireland  the  tnrbu- 
lenoe  is  so  great  that  it  is  necessary  to 
give  that  a^stence;  bat  probably  the 
reason  why  it  was  so  seldom  necessary 
to  employHie  Constabulary  was  because 
then  were  so  few  evietionB.  Another 
sabjest  on  wU«b  the  right  hon.  Gentfe* 
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man  rather  suggested  that  there  might 
be  a  diSeience  oi  opinion  on  this  Bench 
from  the  inionnation  he  himself  has  re- 
ceived was  the  queetioD  of  the  payment 
of  rents  in  Ireluid.  I  am  able  to  say 
what  the  result  of  my  own  information 
on  that  subject  is.  I  think  in  a  great 
many  parts  of  the  country  rents  are  very 
fairly  paid ;  and  as  to  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said  in  that  respect, 
provided  he  does  not  apply  it  to  the 
vbole  country,  I  am  not  disposed  to  dia- 
agree  with.  him.  I  also  admit  ^at 
there  are  parts  at  Ireland  in  which,  at 
the  present  time,  it  is  very  diffliralt  for 
the  tenants  to  pay ;  but  the  same,  I 
think,  may  be  said  with  regard  to  the 
tenantry  in  some  parts  of  England  and 
Scotland.  I  think  the  right  hou.  Oen> 
tleman  will  bear  me  out  that  in  this  last 
class  of  cases  to  which  I  have  referred 
tenants  in  Ireland  are  treated  with  pre- 
cisely  the  same  indulgence  by  their  land- 
lords as  similar  persons  in  like  posi- 
tions in.  Scotland  and  England  have  re- 
ceived. But  I  would  refer  to  anothw 
class  of  oases  that,  unfortunately,  I  know 
have  existed  in  Ireland  to  a  consider- 
able  extent,  and  of  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  heard,  or,  perhaps,  has 
obtained  information  with  regard  to. 
I  know  ocfftain  parts  of  the  country 
in  which  the  rents  are  not  being  paid, 
not  because  the  tenants  are  not  able 
to  pay  them,  bat  because  they  are 
not  permitted  to  pay  them.  [CVi'm 
of  "Name!"]  It  would  be  perfectly 
impossible  for  any  person  rising  in  de- 
bate, as  I  have  done  at  the  present  time, 
to  give  such  cases  by  name.  But  I  say 
I  know,  from  information  I  can  tho- 
roughly rely  upon,  that  there  are  many 
cases  throughout  the  county  in  which 
the  tenants  on  a  particular  estate  oollect 
together,  and  pass  resolutions  declaring 
that  no  rents  shall  be  paid  unless  some 
exorbitant  reduction  of  40  or  60  per  cent 
is  allowed.  I  can  understand  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  a  landlord  to  inquire  into  in> 
dividued  oasee  on  his  property;  and  if  he 
finds  there  are  some  where  men  are  un- 
able to  pay  their  rent  to  give  them  time, 
and  treat  them  with  leniency ;  but  how. 
is  it  possible  for  a  landlord  to  deal  with 
tenantry  when  he  is  told  that  he  is  com- 
pelled to  give  a  rednotton  all  roundi 
irrespective  of  individtud  oaaes,  of  40, 
50,  or  60  ptf  cent  7  Has  the  ligbt  hon. 
Qentleman  never  hefurd  of  such  caaes— 
whfir9  •ome  of  the  tanaBta  have  stated 


that  they  would  lodge  the  amount  of  the 
reduction  so  agreed  upon  in  the  bank, 
rather  than  allow  it  to  go  into  the  land- 
lord's hands?  ["Oh!"]  One  would 
suppose  I  am  addressing  a  House  that 
knows  nothing  of  what  occurs  in  Ire- 
land. I  will  mention  a  very  recent  case 
which  occurred  in  Ireland — a  ease  of  a 
property  on  which  there  were  reported 
to  be  100  tenants.  The  tenants  were 
very  badly  off,  it  was  said ;  and  though 
some  had  bad  their  rents  judioiallyfixwl, 
it  was  impossible  for  any  of  them  to  pay 
the  Aill  amount  th^  were  ohu^^ed.  Ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  Beonver 
Judge  to  give  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent 
where  the  rents  had  not  been  fixed  by 
the  Xiand  Oommisnon,  and  of  40  per 
cent  where  they  had.  The  application 
was  supported  by  a  strong  affidavit ; 
and  it  was  said  that  it  was  impossible 
for  any  of  the  people  to  pay  their  rents ; 
but  before  the  case  had  proceeded  far  it 
appeared  from  the  Heceiver  himself  that 
a  fortnight  before  60  men  had  paid  the 
rents  in  fall,  and  a  number  of  others 
only  required  a  short  time  to  do  so.  So 
far  as  my  information  goes,  rents  are 
fairly  paid  in  Ireland  where  there  is  no 
external  force  acting  to  the  contrary ;  so 
far  as  my  information  goes,  where  rents 
cannot  be  paid  there  is  a  reasonable 
indulgence  shown  by  the  landlords. 
["  No  I  "J  Certainly,  up  to  the  present 
tim^  there  has  not  been  any  of  those 
wholesale  evictions  we  have  had  referred 
to  in  this  House ;  and,  so  far  as  I  oan 
judge,  the  same  policy  of  moderation 
which  has  been  pursued  in  this  respect 
by  the  landlords  in  the  past  will  con- 
tinue in  the  future.  There  was  one  re- 
mark of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  which  pro- 
duced at  the  time  upon  my  mind  a  strong 
impression  as  to  the  way  in  which  it 
would  be  received  in  Ireland,  and  which 
I  am  afraid  may  produce  disastrous  re- 
sults. The  hon.  Uember  for  North 
Cork  (Mr.  Flynn)  appeared  to  consider 
tiliat  the  observations  that  were  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  to-night  will  be  received 
tbroughoat  Ireland  with  the  greatest 
pleasure ;  and  he  appeared  to  base  that 
pleasure  on  the  supposition  that  help 
would  not  be  given  by  the  Government 
to  the  CSnl  power  in  oanying  oat  the 
law. 

The  CHISF  SEGBETABYkwIBE- 
LAND  (ICr.  Johr  Ugsomx)  :  I  said  timt 
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the  help  of  the  military  foice  would  not 
be  granted. 

Hk.  HOLHES:  The  military  force! 
The  occasions  on  which  the  military 
force  is  required  to  carry  out  th^  law  in 
Ireland  are  very  few  indeed.  The 
question  is  this.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
the  Sheriff  receives  the  writ  of  a 
Superior  Court,  and  he  says — "  My 
ba^Ss  are  endangered  if  they  oarry  out 
that  writ;" — the  question  is,  will  the 
Constabulary  proteot  the  bailiffs  ?  That 
is  an  important  question;  and  I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  assumed  in  Ireland,  after 
the  observationa  of  the  right  bon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
that  no  protection  will  be  given  the 
Oivil  Force  to  those  who  hare  to  carry 
out  the  law.  I  presume  thai  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secretary,  al- 
though not  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  not 
a  lawyer,  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
Sheriff  would  be  bound  to  execute  a  writ 
as  an  officer  of  a  Superior  Court ;  and  I 
oannot  understand  on  what  ground  the 
Executive  of  the  present  day  will  decline 
to  give  the  officials  of  the  Court  that  pro- 
tection which  he  will  require  in  doing  a 
duty  which  the  law  imposes  upon  him, 
and  renders  him  liable  to  penalties  for 
not  oarrying  out.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  stated  that  be  will  examine 
into  the  cases  individually,  and  determine 
the  particular  cases  in  which  assistance 
will  be  given,  and  in  which  it  will  be  re- 
fused. Has  the  rigbt  hon.  Gentleman 
taken  into  oonsideration  the  modiu  ope- 
randi of  this  proceeding  P  We  know  that 
the  present  Gorenunentis  a  Govemmsnt 
of  examination  and  inquiry ;  and  pro- 
bably it  ia  one  of  those  matters  which 
will  be  the  subject  of  their  examination 
and  inquiry,  which  are  the  proper  cases 
in  which  to  afford  protection  to  the 
Sheriff  in  executing  a  writ.  Bui  how  can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  whether 
the  writ  of  the  Court  covers  the  shadow 
or  the  substance  of  a  right  ?  Will 
be  set  up  in  Dublin  Castle  an  inquiry 
into  cases  in  which  the  Court  issued 
writs  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Sheriff  was  justiffed  in  executing  them 
or  not  ?  After  all,  great  allowance  must 
be  made  for  the  inexperience  of  the  rigbt 
hon.  Gentleman;  and  Ibelieve  that,  what- 
ever his  experience  may  be  in  other 
matters,  be  has  little  experience  in  any 
branch  of  the  Executive.  But  I  tlunk 
when  he  has  tried  to  carry  out  this  busi- 
ness, when  Ilia  experienoe  is  a  little 

Mr.  John  Morhy 


greater,  and  wben  he  has  pursued  his 
inquiries  in  thiBdiiectionalittleiurth<a>, 
be  will  find  that  he  is  saivotmded  in  his 
task  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  one  way  only 
for  the  Executive  to  deal  with  t^is  ques- 
tion, and  that  is  that  they  should  oairy 
oat  the  law;  and  if  the  £aw  be  unjust, 
and  if  it  be  not  eueh.  as  the  oiroumataaoes 
of  the  country  reqaive,  let  them  alter  the 
law.  Up  to  the  present  time  it  haa  nevev 
been  tolerated  that  Members  of  the  Go* 
vernment,  who  are  there  to  administer 
the  law,  should  sus{>end  that  law,  or  alt» 
it  according  to  tbur  own  views;  and  I 
am  sure  tlwt  the  right  boa.  Gmtieman, 
when  he  b^^s  to  consider  these  mattws 
a  little  more,  and  when  be  has  brought 
a  more  mature  experienoe  to  bear  upon 
them,  will  perceive  that  the  principle 
whicb  must  guide  bis  eonduot  is  that 
which  has  been  the  guide  of  those  who 
have  gone  beftn-e  them.  If  that  be  so, 
however  much  we  may  differ  from  him 
with  reference  to  his  views  upon  Irish 
subjects,  we  shall  have  no  difference  of 
opinion  with  him  on  the  necessity  of 
pressing  on  all  the  inhabitaais  of  Ireland 
the  observance  of  the  law. 

ThbOHANOEI*LOR  of  xheEXCHE- 
QUiaj  (Sir  WiLUAu  HAnoouET) :  I  rise 
just  to  say  a  few  words  with  reference 
to  the  rather  passionate  speech  of  the 
late  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes).  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
the  rigbt  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
approuihed  this  matter  at  all  in  the 
judicial  spirit  in  vhioh  my  right  hon. 
Eriend  tiiie  Chief  Seorstai^  to  uie  Ijord 
Idsutenant  of  Irdand  (Mr.  J.  Morley) 
addressed  himself  to  it.  1  do  not  think 
my  right  hon.  Friend  deserved  or  desired 
that  compassion  for  his  inexperience 
which  has  hew  expressed  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to-night. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend's  observations  havebeen  entirely, 
though,  no  doubt,  unintentionally,  mis- 
understood. After  all,  what  did  my 
right  hon.  Friend  say  with  reference  to 
the  use  of  the  military  in  respect  of 
evictions  and  the  collection  of  rents  in 
Ireland,  except  that  which  another  Col- 
league and  hon.  Friend  of  mine  said 
yesterday  evening  with  reference  to 
evictions  in  ScoUand  ?  I  undarstand 
that  tibe  doctrine  laid  down  in  each  ease 
waspreeteely  the  same.  When  I  was 
at  the  Home  Offioe  I  had  some  expe- 
rience with  regard  to  Scotland.  When  it 
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became  necesearj  to  employ  military 
force  to  vindicate  the  law,  great  care 
waa  taken  that  the  military  should  not 
be  employed  for  the  purpose  of  eviction 
or  the  coUeotioii  of  rents.  It  was  the 
condition  laid  down  in  allowing  the 
military  to  be  employed  in  the  Western 
Highlands  of  Scotland  that  they  should 
prevent  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  to 
punish  those  who  resisted  the  officers  of 
the  law,  and  that  they  were  not  to  act  as 
lentcolleotors.  That  [>rinciple,  I  believe, 
is  a  sound  one.  It  is  the  principle  in 
England,  and  it  was  acted  upon  in 
Scotland  two  or  three  years  ago.  I 
did  not  understand  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  to  say 
anything  more  than  that.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  did  not  say  that  if  the  law 
was  violated,  and  if  persons  resisted 
tbe  ofiBcers  of  the  law,  all  the  resoorcea 
of  the  Government  wiU  not  be  employed 
to  vindicate  the  law.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  has  said  nothing  of  that  sort.  He 
said  it  is  not  desirable  —  and  in  my 
opinion  it  is  not  desirable — to  employ  the 
Military  Forces  as  collectors  of  rents. 
It  is  true  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
said  that  there  ought  to  be  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  as  well  as  on  the  part 
of  proprietors  of  land,  a  sentiment  of 
humanity  toA  discriminationin  reference 
to  the  operation  of  evictions.  ["Hear, 
hear!  "  from  Home  Su'ert.j  That  is  all 
my  right  hon.  Friend  said.  ["  Oh,  oh  !  " 
fir<m  tk«  Opposition.']  I  am  sure  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  would  not  deny  that 
the  la&t  pound  of  flesh  onght  to  be 
exacted ;  and  the  Government  may  well 
act  Hke  a  just  judge,  and  bear  in  mind 
considerations  of  that  hind  in  a  spirit 
of  humanity.  The  Committee  has  heard 
what  my  right  hon.  Friend  said;  there 
is  nothing  in  what  he  said  that  appears 
to  me  to  be  otherwise  than  sound  and 
justifiable,  and  I  entirely  agree  wilh 

him.   

Hk.  SEXTON:  I  do  not  feel  con- 
cerned to  dhampion  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland ; 
but  I  must  81^  that  I  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  GenUeman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Sir  "William  Harcourt) 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is 
not  in  need  of  any  apology  or  vindica- 
tion from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Holmes),  who  sits  on 
ttiis  aide  of  the  House.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  perceives,  in  his  mind, 
the  principle  of  dviliaed  rule ;  and  I  be- 


lieve, and  am  glad  to  believe,  that  ha 
will  act  upon  it.  The  right  hon.  Gen' 
tleman  as  a  politician,  and  let  me  say 
as  a  statesman,  has  reached  an  eminence 
which  the  late  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land can  never  hope  to  reach.  His 
mind  is  at  present  clear;  but  I  warn  him 
that  the  position  of  Irish  Secretary  will 
make  him  acquainted  with  strange  com- 
pany ;  and  I  solemnly  say  that  it  would 
be  better  for  him  if  he  never  learned  a 
single  fact  about  Ireland,  trusting  to  bis 
own  abstract  perception  of  principle, 
rather  than  that  his  mind  should  be 
debauched  by  the  pettifogging  and 
cruel  chicanery  of  Dublin  Castle.  The 
right  hon .  and  learned  Gentleman  the  late 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  labours 
under  the  disorder  which  appears  to  be 
chrome  with  some  Four  Courts  lawyers 
— he  is  under  the  delusion  that  a  con- 
temptible and  feeble  case  can  be  dis- 
guised by  loudness  of  tone  andfeverish- 
ness  of  gesture.  But,  Sir,  he  has  not 
convinced  any  hon.  Member  in.  this 
House  that  it  is  possible  for  any  appre- 
ciable proportion  of  tenants  in  Ireland 
to  pay  their  rents.  I  offer  him  no  thanks 
for  the  small  admission  he  has  made. 
Does  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
deman  deny  that  the  prices  of  agricul- 
tural produce  have  &Ilen  40  per  cent  ? 
Does  he  know  that  Judge  Barrington 
has  taken  as  much  as  50  per  cent  off 
6xed  rents  f  Does  he  deny  that  the 
Courts  have,  with  the  solemn  sanction  of 
the  law,  given  reductions  of  15,  20,  and 
as  high  as  iO  per  cent  off  rents?  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
says  there  are  places  in  Ireland  where 
tenants  can  pay  rent,  but  where  they 
are  not  allowed  to  pay.  I  protest 
again  this  insinuation,  Mr.  Chairman, 
as  being  similar  in  politics  to  an  in- 
famous slander  in  private  life.  I  pro- 
test against  this  system,  which  is  a 
leaf  t&eu  from  the  book  of  the  Loyal 
and  Patriotio  tTnion,  who  send  their 
spouters  over  every  platform  in  England 
in  order  to  mislwd  honest  English 
people  who  are  disposed  to  do  justice  to 
Ireland.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  imitates  the  rttle  of  Mr. 
Smith  Barry,  which  gentleman  turned 
out  his  labourers  because  they  ventured 
to  ask  for  the  benefit  of  the  Labourers' 
Act;  this  gentlemao,  a  few  days  ago, 
said  that  he  knew  of  certain  cases  of 
"  Boycotting,"  and  when  asked  where, 
said — "I  dare  not  name  the  district," 
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We  can  understand  hit  fears ;  bat 
vhen  thft  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tlemui  the  htte  Attorney  G^eneral  for 
Ireland  aays  he  does  not  name  the 
diBtrict  in  whioh  "Boycotting"  exists 
— why,  it  is  absurd.  But  me  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says  he 
knows  districts  in  which  rents  can 
be  paid,  but  are  not  allowed  to  be 
paid.  I  challenge  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  give  the  name  of 
those  districts.  There  is  no  reason  in 
the  world  why  the  names  of  those  dis- 
tricts should  not  be  given.  Allusion  has 
been  made  to  the  evictions  at  Gweedore; 
and  it  has  been  attempted  to  cast  some 
doubt  upon  their  exifltence.  I  say  there 
is  nothing  more  shameful  in  the  history 
of  the  world  than  the  evictions  of  women 
that  have  taken  place  in  that  unfortunate 
portion  of  the  country  during  the  last 
two  or  three  years.  In  that  place  the 
landlord  first  threatened  the  tenants  that 
if  they  went  to  thelLand  Court  he  would 
take  wem  to  a  higher  Court  and  so  ruin 
them ;  he  then  ran  up  legal  costs ;  and 
it  is  a  fact  that  for  rents  uf  £1  as 
much  as  £3  or  £4  legal  costs  have 
been  added.  It  was  for  such  claims  as 
these  that  the  poor  people  were  evicted, 
and  then,  having  turned  them  out,  he 
used  his  power  as  outdoor  Guardian  to 
refuse  them  that  cold  charity — outdoor 
relief.  I  say  there  is  no  doubt,  from 
the  patent  facte  of  the  case,  from  the 
falling  prices,  and  from  the  manner  in 
which  ^e  means  of  the  small  tenants 
have  been  exhausted  in  order  that  they 
may  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  Arrears 
Aot,  that  there  preraiU  in  Ireland  a 
general  incapacity  to  pay  unreduced  or 
even  judioiu  rents;  and  I  invite  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  apply  to  the  case  the  strictest 
scrutiny  that  his  ability  or  his  experience 
may  suggest,  and  the  result  of  his  in- 
vestigations will  be  confidently  awaited 
by  us.  Now,  Sir,  some  controversy  has 
been  raised,  and  reference  has  been 
made,  to  the  course  pursued  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Drummond,  who  lived  to  enjoy 
an  unsoiled  reputation  as  Chief  Secre- 
tary, who  refused  to  use  the  armed 
Forces  of  the  Crown  in  the  case  of 
seizures  that  were  made  for  tithes.  Mr. 
Thomas  Drummond's  course  was  to 
despatch  an  armed  force  to  a  convenient 
mot ;  but  he  did  not  allow  it  to  approach 
the  place  of  seizure  imless  there  was 
proof  of  violence  and  breach  of  the  law. 

Jfr.  Stxi&n 


The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  ChaQ< 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  has  said  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  only  promised  that 
the  military  should  not  be  employed. 
Are  we  to  understand  by  that  the 
red  coats  ?  The  police  are  the  military 
of  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
smiles.  Was  he  ever  in  Ireland?  I 
can  assure  him  if  he  went  there  to- 
morrow be  would  not  know  the  police- 
men there  from  members  of  a  Bifle 
Brigade.  I  heard  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  with  hope,  because  I 
understood  him  to  mean  that  he  would 
in  future  consider  whether  or  not  the 
armed  Forces  of  the  Crown  should  be 
employed  on  the  merits  of  the  case. 
To  those  who  intervene  and  cry  out  for 
the  execntion  of  the  law,  I  say  that  a 
statesman  has  more  at  the  present 
crisis  to  condder  in  Ireland  than  Uie 
mere  enforcement  of  the  law  ;  he  has  to 
oonuder  the  public  peace,  the  prevention 
of  crime,  and  the  true  harmcmy  of 
society.  \_Ironical  ehMrs.2  Sir,  I  wish 
to  hare  a  clear  understanding  as  to  the 
engagements  we  have  had.  Are  the 
Executive  in  Ireland  to  consider  the 
merits  of  each  case  when  a  landlord 
proposes  to  evict  a  tenant  ?  What  are 
the  merits  ?  They  are  these.  If  there 
is  reasonable  ground  for  believing  that 
the  tenant  can  pay  the  rent  and  will  not 
pay  it,  then  the  merits,  from  the  Govern- 
ment point  of  view,  are  on  the  side  of 
the  landlord,  and  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  Executive  to  send  the  military 
there ;  but  if  it  is  clear  that  ^m 
causes  beyond  his  control  the  tenant  is 
not  able  to  pay,  then  I  say  that  the 
merits  are  upon  the  side  of  the  tenant 
I  understand  then,  from  the  declaration 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  that  in  the  latter 
case  the  armed  force  of  the  Crown  shall 
not  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
landlord  for  the  perpetration  of  what 
would  be  an  outrageous  act  of  cruelty. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said  that  the 
promise  given  with  regard  to  Scotland 
was  that  the  military  should  not  be 
used  with  reference  to  evictions.  Well, 
that  had  relation  only  to  the  soldiers. 

The  chancellor  of  TnE  EXCHE- 
QUER (SirWuxiAM  Habootjet)  :  I  did 
not  use  the  word  at  all ;  I  did  not  think 
it  the  proper  word  to  apply. 
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Mb.  3EXT0N :  I  am  not  speaking 
of  the  word,  but  of  the  force,  and  with 
regard  to  the  use  or  non-nse  of  it  at 
evictions.  But  the  Crovn  has  no  force 
in  Scotland  other  than  the  military ; 
uid,  therefore,  if  the  Government  in 
reapect  of  Scotland  holds  out  the  hope 
that  th^  will  not  use  the  military  at 
BTiotions,  they  hold  out  the  hope  that 
they  wiU  not  use  the  only  force  they 
have  at  their  diaposal.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  police  axe  the  military  force  in 
Ireland ;  the  soldiers  have  nothing  to 
do  with  evictions.  When  did  anyone 
see  a  soldier  at  an  eviction  ?  I  say 
without  fear  of  contradiction  that  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  in  speaking  of 
the  military,  alluded  to  the  red  coats, 
he  made  a  promise  which  has  no  re- 
lation to  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in 
Ireland  ;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  right,  we  have  no  hope 
that  the  on^  force  which  is  used  at 
erictions  in  Ireland  will  be  withdrawn. 
Now,  I  hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  or 
some  other  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment,  will  be  able  to  tell  us  that 
the  Government  will  act  in  the  same 
manner  luid  in  the  same  spirit  as  did 
Mr.  Thomas  Dmmmond  in.  his  day ;  and 
that  these  landlords,  who  are  endea- 
Touring  to  deprive  tenants  of  the  interest 
in  their  holdings  which  has  been  given 
to  them  by  Act  of  Parliament,  shall  not 
have  the  armed  Forces  of  the  Crown  at 
their  back.  The  equity  of  the  case  is 
clearly  on  the  side  of  the  tenant,  and 
we  claim  that  the  interval  which  will 
elapse  between  the  Act  of  1881  and  the 
final  Act  which  will  make  the  tenant 
owner  of  his  farm  should  not  be  em- 

Iiloyed  by  the  Crown  to  enable  the  land- 
ords  to  do  what  we  call  both  on  in- 
equitable and  dangerous  act.  Sir,  I 
hope  that  the  spirit  expressed  by  the 
ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland 
this  evening  will  be  manifest  in  his  future 
action.  Irish  Members  will  watch  the 
action  of  the  EzecutiTe ;  and  I  promise 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  s  spirit 
prevails  in  his  dealing  with  Irish  affairs, 
the  Government  may  approach  with  con- 
fidence the  matter  which  lies  at  the  root 
of  disaffection  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (who 
rose  amid  cries  of  "JXride! ")  said:  I 


do  not  propose,  Mr.  Courtney,  to  occupy 
much  of  ^e  time  of  the  Committee; 
and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  so  cour- 
teously crying  "Divide!"  will,  for  a 
short  space  of  time,  relapse  into  that 
silence  f^ioh  so  much  better  becomes 
them  than  any  effort  of  speech  which 
they  could  possibly  make  under  any  cir- 
cumstances^ shalltUl  the  sooner  bringmy 
remarks  to  a  termination,  .  I  would  not 
hare  risen  at  all  to-night  but  that  I  felt 
called  upon,  in  the  interests  of  absolute 
truth,  to  refute  the  statement  which  has 
been  made  in  the  House  by  the  present 
Member  for  Glasgow,  but  late  Member 
for  Galway  (Mr.  Mitchell  Henry).  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said  it  is  not  the 
fact  that  there  is  any  considerable  num- 
ber of  tenant  farmers  in  Ireland  outside 
the  district  of  Connemara,  in  which  he 
himself  lives,  and  outside  the  counties  of 
Donegal  and  Kerry,  unable  to  pay  the 
rents  required  of  them.  I  do  not,  for  a 
moment,  wish  to  say  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber wilfully  makes  a  mis-statement  to 
this  Ht)use  ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
if  he  knew  as  much  of  the  rest  of  Ire- 
land as  he  knows  of  Connemara — if  he 
had  travelled  for  any  length  of  time 
lately  through  tiie  different  oo unties  of 
Ireland — ^he  must  know  that  in  every 
county  in  the  country  there  is  just  aa 
much  inability  to  pay  rent  as  there  is  in 
Connemara.  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  the  Committee  that  in  the 
county  that  I  represent  (Fermanagh) 
dozens  and  dozens  of  honest,  hard-work- 
ing farming  people  told  me,  during  the 
late  election,  that  if  they  did  not  receive 
a  large  and  ready  reduction  of  rent — if 
the  landlord  demanded  his  pound  of  flesh 
— they  did  not  know  where  they  were 
to  get  the  money  from.  I  am  aware 
that  in  speaking  thus  of  the  dis- 
trict that  X  know,  and  through  which  I 
have  travelled  a  great  deal,  I  am  only 
speaking  as  other  Members  of  the  Party 
to  which  I  belong~could  speak,  with  equu 
truth  and  c«tainty,  of  the  particular  dis- 
triots  with  which  they  are  acquainted. 
I  must  add  that  it  is  absolutely  dishonest 
and  mischievous  for  an  hon.  Membw, 
who  has  some  acquaintance  with  Ire- 
land, to  come  down  to  the  House  and 
seriously  tell  Englishmen  and  Sootoh- 
men  who  have  come  to  the  House  for 
the  first  time— who  have  not  heard  the 
debates  upon  Irish  matters  in  this  House, 
and  who  know  little  or  nothing  of  Ire- 
land— that  the  farmers  throughout  ttie 
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whole  of  Ireland,  with  the  ezoeption  of 
three  districts,  are  able  to  pay  rent  with- 
out reduction.  I  beliere,  Sir,  that  such 
Btatements  are  more  calculated  to  cause 
discontent  and  disturbance  than  the 
preaching  of  the  most  fierce  opposition 
to  the  pajment  of  rent  that  I  or  the 
Party  to  which  I  belong  could  indulge  in, 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENEY:  I  rise 
to  Order,  Mr.  Courtney.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  really  no  right  to  misrepre- 
sent what  I  said.  'What  I  said  was  that 
the  tenants  of  Ireland  are  as  well  able 
to  pay  rent  as  the  tenants  of  England 
and|  Scotland.  I-  never  said  they  were 
able  to  pay  without  reduction. 

Me.  "WILLIAM  REDMOND :  If  the 
hon.  0-entIeman  had  restrained  the 
natural  feeling  of  uneasiness  which  of 
course  besets  him  at  hearing  his  state- 
ment straightforwardly  refuted  by  me, 
he  would  have  found  that  in  a  minute 
or  two  I  would  have  come  to  the  very 
point  which  he  made  when  he  said  that 
the  tenants  in  Ireland  were  just  as  well 
able  to  pay  as  the  tenauts  in  Eugland  or 
in  Scotland.  Such  a  statement  as  that 
must  lead  anyone  to  believe  that  the 
hon.  Member  has  a  very  poor  idea  of 
the  gttno^al  biowledge,  if  not  the  gene- 
ral intelligence,  of  Englishmen  or  Scotch- 
men ;  because  Englishmen  and  Scoteh* 
men  who  take  the  trouble  to  inquire, 
even  in  the  slightest  degree,  as  to  the 
relative  condition  of  the  Land  Question 
in  Ireland  and  in  Englnnd  will  find  that 
the  most  elementary  differeuoe  between 
the  Land  Question  in  Ireland  and  in 
England  rests  upon  this  fact — that  the 
way  in  which  tenants  in  Ireland  are  dealt 
witii  by  landlords  has  always  been— 
and,  I  believe,  unless  something  is  done, 
always  wiU  be— completely  and  abso- 
lutely di£Ferent  to  the  way  in  which 
English  landlords  have  dealt  with  their 
tenants.  There  is  no  similarity  what- 
ever between  the  relations  of  landlord 
and  tenant  in  Ireland  and  the  relation 
of  landlord  and  tenant  in  Bngland.  The 
^stem  is  similar,  and  it  is  bad;  but 
your  English  landlord  has  lived  with 
his  tenants.  He  has  inquired  into  their 
partionlar  case ;  he  has  spent  the  money 
which  he  has  got  from  their  earnings 
amongst  them;  and  he  is  of  the  same 
race  and  religion ;  but  in  Ireland  the 
landlords  of  whom  we  complain  most, 
and  the  landlords  who  hare  done  most 
to  bring  the  Irish  Land  Question  to  its 
present  critical  condition,  are  men  who 
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do  not  see  their  tenants,  who  are  dif- 
ferent in  race  and  religion,  who  are 
merely  and  only  connected  with  their 
tenants  through  the  medium  of  the  land 
agents,  who  care  nothing  about  their 
tenants  or  their  families  so  long  as  their 
land  agents  send  them  regularly  the  re- 
mittances of  the  rack  rents,  so  that  they 
may  live  pleasantly  in  parts  of  the 
world  remote  from  the  suffering  which 
their  unfortunate  serfo  in  Ireland  have 
to  under^.  The  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Mitchell  Henry)  did  not  tell  the  Com- 
mittee that,  although,  as  he  said,  Eng- 
lish and  Scotch  tenants  are  not  better 
able  to  pay  their  rents  than  Irish  tenants, 
in  many  parts  of  England  and  Scotland 
landlords,  and  large  landlords,  not  too 
celebrated  for  their  humanity  or  merci- 
fulness of  disposition,  have  given  re- 
ductions of  rent  unsolicited  — without 
waiting  for  agitation — while  in  similar 
cases,  only  more  grievous,  landlords  in 
Ireland,  even  in  the  face  of  bitter  agita- 
tion, have  not  given  reductiona  of  rent 
The  reductions  which  have  been  sparingly 
given  by  landlords  in  some  parts  of  Ire- 
land have  only  been  a  tardy  following 
of  the  example  which  was  set  to  them 
by  their  more  generous  and  more  re- 
spMtable  brothers,  the  English  and 
Sootoh  landlords.  And  many  and  many 
an  eviction  there  would  hare  been  in 
Ireland,  and  many  and  many  a  bitter 
time  there  would  have  been  for  farmers 
in  that  country,  if  a  number  of  Irish 
landlords  who  spend  their  money  in 
English  society  had  not  been,  out  of 
pure  shame,  compelled  to  give  some  re- 
ductions of  rent  to  their  tenantry,  when 
they  found  that  the  English  landlords, 
with  whom  they  mixed  in  society,  were 
making  remissions.  Sir,  I  would  not 
have  risen  to  address  the  Committee  at 
all  had  I  not  thoiight  that  I  should  be 
failing  in  the  fulfilment  of  my  duty  to 
an  Irish  agricultural  constituency  if  I 
sat  quietly  by  and  heard  Englishmen 
and  Scotchmen  told  that  the  great  bulk 
of  the  farmers  of  Ireland,  in  the  face  <d 
the  depression  of  trade  which  now  odsts, 
are  able  to  pay  their  rents.  Day  after 
day  I  receive  letters  from  men  who  are 
well  accredited,  whose  names  and  ad- 
dresses are  in  evidence,  complaining  of 
the  present  state  of  things;  I  have  re- 
ceived dozens  of  letters  in  which  the 
complaint  is  made  that  if  something  is 
not  done  to  induce  landlords  to  make 
remissions  of  rent,  or  i|  something  is  not 
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done  by  the  Government  to  prevent  evio- 
tioD,  the  writers  do  not  know  how  evic- 
tion is  to  be  avoideii,  or  what  they  are 
to  do  to  continue  in  the  country,  or  what 
they  are  to  do  to  get  the  money  with 
which  to  leave  the  country  if  they  are 
evicted.  We  know  that  in  Cork,  and 
Limerick,  and  Wexford,  and  Carlow,  and 
Queen's  County,  and  in  all  the  Soudiem 
counties  which  are  supposed  to  be  rich, 
the  farmers  oannot  pay  rent  unless  they 
get  reductions ;  and  knowing  this  it  is 
most  hurtful  to  us  to  hear  anhon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  had  some  connection  with 
Ireland  instilliog  it  into  the  ears  of 
Englishmen  and  Scotchmen  that  there 
are  only  a  few  corners  in  Ireland  where 
the  people  are  not  able  to  pay  their 
rents.  Believe  me.  Sir,  if  there  were 
only  the  few  corners  which  the  hon. 
Member  names  where  the  people  are 
not  able  to  pay  their  rents,  rents  would 
have  been  paid,  and  the  agitation  would 
not  have  attained  its  present  dimensions. 
It  is  simply  because  the  people  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  country  find  it 
difficult  to  pay  rent  that  the  agitation 
has  reached  its  present  height ;  and  it  is 
simply  because  the  people  throughout 
the  whole  conntry,  and  not  in  three  dis- 
tricts, are  in  distress,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  find  that  if  they  want, 
as  I  believe  they  do,  to  restore  peace 
and  tranquillity  in  Ireland,  they  will 
have,  sooner  or  later,  either  to  put  re- 
strictions upon  the  action  of  the  land- 
lords in  Ireland,  or  else  to  give  to 
Ireland  that  government  of  itself,  which 
will  of  its  own  accord,  and  as  one  of  its 
first  actioQB,  take  good  oere  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  are  not  compelled  to 
pay  rack  rents.  All  I  have  to  say,  in 
conclusion,  is  that  I  am  surprised  and 
grieved  that  a  feeling  of  shame  at  having 
been  thrust  out  of  the  representation 
of  an  Irish  oonstitaenoy  should  have  in* 
duced  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Mitchell 
Henry),  who  now  represents  a  Scotch 
constituenoy,  to  misrepresent  and  sland  er 
and  malign  the  Irish  people,  the  great 
sin  of  some  of  whom  was,  no  doubt,  in 
the  mind  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
thay  refused  to  accept  bis  services  any 
longer. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  I  am 
not.  Sir,  so  old  a  Parliamentary  hand 
as  some  others ;  but  I  am  a  sufficiently 
old  FarUamentary  hand  not  to  occupy 
the  Committee  very  loag  at  this  hour 
of  the  night.   I  should  not  have  ven- 
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tured  to  rise  at  all,  but  would  have 
been  content  to  leave  matters  as  they 
have  been  left  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  (Mr.  Billon),  who  spoke  the 
sentiments  of  us  all,  and  spoke  them 
well,  if  it  had  not  been  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr.  Mitchell 
Henry)  challenged  us  to  stick  to  facts. 
He  proceeded  himself  to  give  us  a  state- 
ment marked  with  such  iaaoonracy  that 
I  do  not  tlunk  it  is  necessary  to  follow 
him  in  detail.   The  few  facts  which  I 
wish  to  lay  before  the  Committee  will 
show  the  real  nature  of  the  charge  now 
placed  on  the  Estimates,  and  tlie  cha- 
racter of  the  district  where  the  money 
is  being  spent.    The  district  of  Gwee- 
dore  is  45,000  acres  in  extent,  and  there 
are  eight  landlords.    On  Captain  Hill's 
estate,  where  there  are  800  tenants,  the 
Land  Courts,  in  such  oases  as  could  be 
sustained,  gave  a  reduction  of  80  ^er 
cent.    The  number  of  ejectment  notices 
served  on  that  one  estate  in  the  last  four 
years  have  ranged  from  33  to  100  an- 
nually, and  there  are  now  a  lar^  number 
of  evictions  pending.    Mr.  Nizon,  who 
has  100  tenants,  also  had  his  rents  re- 
duced in  the  Land  Courts  30  per  cent. 
He  has  served  ejectment  notices  an- 
nually, and  the  number  of  evictions  now 
pending  is  20.    On  the  Earl  of  Leitrim's 
estate  there  is  at  present  no  eviction 
pending.  Thereare,  however,  1 1  tenants, 
and  every  one  of  those  men  was  evicted 
by  the  late  Earl.    On  another  estate, 
where  there  are  80  families,  there  are 
21  evictions  now  ponding.    Such  is  the 
district  in  which  the  police  have  been 
sent  to  collect  the  seed  rate — 100  police 
sent  to  enforce  44  warrants  for  an 
amount  not    exeeeding    £25.  They 
marched  into  the  district,  where  there 
was  no  outrage,   no  disturbance,  no 
gathOTiD^  even  of  the  population.  Th«y 
marched  from  house  to  bouse— many 
houses theyvistted  two  and  tiiree  times — 
and  TVith  this  result— l^at  in  one  oase 
the  mon^  was  paid,  because  there  wfts 
cash  upon  the  premites,  the  unfortunate 
tenants  having  just  sold  a  bullock  for 
30«.;  and  that  in  another  case  they 
seized  a  stone  of  oats  and  several  other 
things  to  realize  the  sum  of  6«.  9d, ;  and 
altogether  there  was  obtained  in  the 
whole  district,  by  the  aid  of  a  week's 
exertions  of  100  policemen,  something 
between  £2  ba.  and  £2  94. ;  and,  I  pre- 
sume, the  expedition  will  not  cost  much 
under  £200.   This  is  but  th«  poQuniary 
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aspect  of  th9  oaae ;  but  I  vish  to  briag 
aader  the  notice  of  the  Committee  the 
very  aeriouB  effect  whioh  this  state  of 
things  is  prodnoing  in  a  direction  which 
they  would  not  at  first  suspect.  I  bare 
received  from  one  district  a  letter  which 
tells  me  that  the  police  had  visited  the 
house  of  a  man  named  Peter  Bogeni, 
who  was  very  severely  dealt  with,  every- 
thing in  bis  small  holding,  including 
potatoes,  tubs,  and  dresser,  and  suoh 
thingSfbeiogseized.  Subsequently,  word 
was  sent  to  the  man  to  come  to  the 
barracks  and  try  to  arrange  to  get 
his  things  back. .  roor  Sogers  ooald  not 
possibly  raise  any  money,  yet  he  went 
to  the  barracks ;  and  the  Constabulary, 
taking  compassion  on  the  poor  fellow, 
at  once  raised  amongst  tlumselves  the 
amount  of  the  warrant — 14<.  Sogers 
thus  got  baok  his  potatoes,  about  eight 
cwt.,  and  his  small  household  utensils, 
and  went  away  happy.  If  the  Com- 
mittee cannot  see  the  siffziificanoe  of  this 
circumstance  they  have  less  intelligence 
than  I  imagine  them  to  have.  You 
send  200  policemen  into  this  quiet  and 
poor  district  to  seiee  all  the  worldly 

floods  of  the  most  wretched  of  the  popu- 
ation;  when  th^  have  seised  the 
goods  they  secretly  send  word  to  one  oi 
the  very  men  against  whom  thOT  were 
sent  to  come  to  the  barraoka,  and  them- 
selves give  him,  out  cd  their  own  pockets, 
sufficient  money  to  redeem  the  poor 
chattels  they  were  obliged  to  seize.  No 
wondw  there  are  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  the  men  now  in  the  Police  Force 
who  are  revolting  in  their  hearts  against 
the  detestable  work  you,  in  the  name  of 
law  and  order,  do.  I  assure  the  Com- 
mittee they  are  doing  a  work  of  which 
they  have  little  suspicion  when  they 
send  Constabulary  on  suoh  business  as 
that  which  has  lately  been  done  in  the 
district  of  Gweedore. 

Mb.  lane  :  I  do  not  intend  to  in- 
trude myself  very  long  upon  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  I  do  not  ^Ink  the  Iriedi 
Members  can  consent  to  this  Vote  being 
taken  without  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Modey^  replying  in  some  way  to 
the  point  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  made  in 
the  course  of  bis  remarks.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  in  answer  to  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Maya  (Mr.  Dilloa), 
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that  the  Government  would  take  care  to 
diecriminate  between  the  cases  in  whioh 
they  would  employ  a  military  force  in 
connection  with  eTictions  and  the  cases 
in  which  they  would  not  employ  such  a 
force.  I  am  quite  sure  I  express  the 
opinion  of  all  my  hon.  Friends  and  Col- 
leagues on  these  Beaches  when  I  say  I 
do  not  myself  believe  the  right  hoa. 
Gentleman  intended  any  deliberate  re- 
servation in  using  the  word  "  military  " 
in  contradistinction  to  the  word  "  Con- 
stabulai?;"  but  the  Committee  are 
aware  Utat  we  are  not  oonsidering  in 
this  Vote  any  question  in  connection 
with  the  Military  Establishment  of  Ire- 
land. We  are  dealing  solely  with  the 
Constabulary ;  and,  therefore,  I  think 
that  as  it  is  usually  the  Constabulary 
who  are  employed  by  the  Crown  to  assist 
in  evietions,  we  may  reasonably  expect 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  say 
whether  he  intended  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  will  grant  the  use  of  the  Consta- 
bulary on  the  occasion  of  every  eviction, 
and  the  use  of  the  military  only  u^n 
certain  occasions.  The  matter  is  so  im- 
portant that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
there  should  be  no  room  for  doubt  as  to 
what  farces  of  the  Grown  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  permit  to  be  used  in 
carrying  out  evictions  in  Ireland.  I  am 
myself  of  opinion  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  remains  in  Offiee  he  will 
honourably  carry  out  the  idea  which 
prompted  him  to  make  his  statement ; 
but  the  occupant  of  the  Office  of  Chief 
Secretary  changes  so  very  frequently 
that  I  think  it  would  be  very  useful,  &s 
a  guide  to  the  future,  that  the  words 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  used 
this  evening  in  his  ofBcial  capacity  should 
not  be  open  to  any  doubt  whatever. 
Without  any  intention  whatever  of  op- 
posing the  Yote,  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  cannot  see  his  way  to 
make  it  more  clear  to  the  Members  on 
these  Benches  and  to  the  Irish  people 
whether  he  had  in  his  mind  any  reeer- 
vation  as  to  the  use  of  the  military  and 
the  Irish  Constabulary  in  the  work  of 
eviction  f 

Original  Queetifm  put,  and  ayread  to. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next. 

Committee  to  «it  agmn  ufoa  Uuuhy 
next. 
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THEATfiES,  &a  (METROPOLIS)  BILL. 
{Mr.  DixoM-Hsrtidnd,  Mr.  McufmrUnu.) 
[BlXt.  69.]    SBCOVD  BXADIVO. 

Order  for  Second  Baading  read. 

Mb.  DIXON-HAETLAND :  I  beg  to 
move  the  eecond  reading  oi  this  Bill.  I 
hare,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  pointed 
out  the  danger  that  exists  in  the  Metro- 
polis  from  the  state  of  the  theatres  at 
the  present  time.  I  hare  mentioned, 
also,  the  Tarious  conflicting  jurisdic- 
tions that  exist  in  regard  to  theatres. 
There  are  no  less  than  six  different 
authorities  who  have  jurisdiction  over 
places  of  amusement  in  the  Metropolis. 
At  the  present  moment  there  are  no  less 
than  472  places  of  amusement  in  London ; 
and  these  are  attended  nightlj  by  about 
300^000,  or  an  arerage  of  1,500,000 
dunng  the  week.  A  great  number  of 
these  seekers  after  pleasnre  go  there 
-witbont  tlie  slightest  idea  of  the  danger 
to  which  tbey  are  exposed.  The  want 
of  exits  is  a  notorious  fact  in  regard  to 
these  places.  I  appeal  to  anyone  in  this 
House  to  say  whether  they  get  out  of 
any  theatre  in  London  under  10  or  12 
minutes ;  and  in  the  case  of  a  panic  the 
block  would  be  so  great  that  there 
would  be  great  difficulty  in  getting  out 
at  all.  The  danger  from  panic  in  these 
places  is  very  great  also ;  and  it  is  one 
that  ought  to  be  seen  to.  The  Home 
Secretary  opposed  the  Bill  the  last  time  it 
was  brought  forward  because  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  bad  sufficient 
jurisdiction ;  but  the  Metropditftii  Board 
of  Wor^  have  tbemselvee  brought  for- 
ward a  Bill  now,  showing  that  they 
have  not  suffioient  authority.  I  contend 
that  the  control  of  the  theatres  should 
be  placed  under  a  Oentral  Authority, 
and  that  that  authority  should  be  the 
Home  Secretary.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
was  not  the  proper  authority.  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  to-day  from  a  manager  of 
one  of  the  large  theatres  in  Jjondon, 
telling  me  of  an  application  which  had 
been  made  to  him  for  a  free  admission 
to  a  box  from  a  member  of  the  Metro- 
politau  Board  of  Works.  On  his  re- 
fusing to  comply  with  the  request,  the 
gentleman  wrote  back  and  asked  the 
manager  whether  he  knew  that  he  was  a 
memMr  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works,  and  that  his  theatre  would  be 
looked  after  if  the  <n4er  w^re  iiot  sent. 


The  Ifetropcditana  Board  in  oerbiinly  not 
the  proper  authority.  Oneoftheooriona 
anomalies  of  tiie  oonfliot  of  jurisdiotion, 
again,  is  that  on  Ash  Wednesday,  al- 
though the  theatres  are  all  closed  on  the 
Middlesex  side  of  the  water,  they  are 
all  allowed  to  be  open  on  the  Suney 
side.  This  Bill  is  based  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Select  Committee  of 
1866,  and  on  the  Beports  of  Captain 
Shaw.  At  this  late  hour  I  will  not  go 
further,  but  will  ask  for  the  second  read- 
ing to-night,  as  Amendments  can  be 
introduced  in  Committee. 

Me.  T.  H.  BOI/TON  :  I  beg  to  second 
the  Mention  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  There  is  a  very  strong  opinion 
among  the  theatrical  managers  of  the 
Metropolis  in  favour  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary becoming  the  qhief  authority  in 
dealing  with  ue  Metropolitan  llieatres 
rather  than  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works,  if  the  control  is  to  be  taken 
from  those  who  at  present  possess 
the  authority.  I  could  give  some 
very  conclusive  reasons  —  some  very 
strong  and  striking  facts— to  show  the 
desirability  of  the  adoption  of  this 
course ;  but  I  am  anxious  not  to  detain 
the  House  at  this  late  hour.  I  support 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member,  however,  ou 
the  understanding  that  after  going  into 
Committee  it  will  be  put  into  a  more  prac- 
tical shape  as  to  its  details  than  ft  Is  at 
the  present  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  «.  seomd 
time."— (i/r.  J)ixen'JJartland.) 

Thk  SEORETART  to  thb  TBEA- 
BURT  (Mr.  H.  fl.  Fowiasa) :  Practically 
the  same  Bill  as  the  one  now  before  the 
House  was  opposed  last  year  by  the 
Home  Secretary,  on  the  ground  that  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  have  full 
authority  in  this  matter,  and  that  the 
responsibility  ought  fo  rest  upon  those 
who  are  responrible  lor  the  government 
of  London.  It  was  said  that  the  Board 
has  not  such  full  authority ;  but,  however 
that  is,  the  hon.  Member  was  right  in 
saying  that  the  Metropolitan  Board  has 
introduced  a  Bill  this  Session  dealing 
with  all  the  matters  to  which  he  has 
alluded.  By  placing  the  theatres  under 
the  control  of  the  Home  Secretary  we 
should  be  saddling  the  Imperial  i^nds 
with  expenses  which  ou^t  to  be  bomd 
by  the  ratepayera  of  Xondon.  Why 
should  the  tfapayan  -of  Hba  vountry 

2  E  3 


Digitized  by 


839         Mr.  Oeiacitu  {OOMMONS}  Vatt^han  Morgan.  640 


—of  EditiTjureh  and  Qlasgov,  for  in- 
stance—be  culed  upon  to  provide  tor 
the  inspection  of  the  theatres  io  Lon- 
don? The  Home  Secretary  and  the 
Ohairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  are  absent  from  the  Honee  ; 
and  in  their  absence  I  would  anggest 
that  the  best  course  to  take  is  to  ad- 
joam  this  disonssion  to  the  same  day  on 
which  the  Bill  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
will  come  on,  and  then  we  can  hear  what 
the  Home  Secretary  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Metropolitan  Board  have  to  say 
on  behalf  of  their  respective  Depart- 
ments. I  beg  to  move  that  the  debate 
be  now  adjourned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— (Jfi-.  JT.  B.  Fowltr,) 

Mb.  DIXON-HAETLAND:  Can  the 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  any  faci- 
lities will  be  given  by  the  Government 
for  bringing  on  this  Bill  when  the  other 
measure  comes  np  for  second  reading  ? 
I  am  told  that  the  other  Bill  is  so  hope- 
lessly placed  on  the  list  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  it  to  oome  on  on  the  day  it  is 
down  for.  In  the  mesntime,  disastrous 
fires  at  our  theatres  may  take  plaoe. 

Motion  agrMd  to. 

Debate  oijimmti  till  WeinMday  17tfa 
March. 

MOTIOir. 


MR.  0CTAYITJ8  VAUGHAN  MORGAN. 
HOnOK  FOB  A  SELECT  COMMITTKE. 

Sm  JOHN  LITBBOOK :  I  beg  to 
move — 

"Tbat  it  be  refvrred  to  a  Select  Committee 
<tf  Seven  Members  to  consider  whether  Mr. 
Octavins  Vaughan  Morgan  is  diiqaalified  from 
sittiiig  and  voting  as  a  Member  ta  tiut  Hoose, 
under  the  Statute  22  Oeowe  3,  a  45,  and  to 
report  their  opinion  thereon?' 

At  the  last  General  Election  Mr.  Moi^an 
was  returned  for  Battersea  by  a  majority 
of  712  over  the  Conservative  candidate 
(Mr.  J".  E.  Cooke).  Mr.  Morgan  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Morgan  Crucible 
Company— a  private  firm  which  holds 
contracts  with  various  Gk>vernment  De- 
partments. Havingregard  to  the  pro- 
visions of  22  Geo.  rri.  c.  45,  however, 
Mr,  Morgan  entered  intoa^&nd agree- 
ment, before  his  nomination,  with  his 
partnevs  whereby  he  ceased  to  have  any 
intevMt  in  snoh  oraitnots.    After  Mr. 

Mr.  S.  S.  ]tbwUr 


Morgan  had  taken  the  Oaths,  a  Member 
of  the  House  informed  him  of  a  contem- 
plated movement  to  question  the  legality 
of  his  election,  upon  the  ground  of  his 
being  a  Government  contractor.  He 
also  received  the  following  letter  from 
theBattersea  Central  Gonserrati  re  Begis- 
tration  Association : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — feel  that  I  ihotild  thus  aoqu^at 
you  that  we  are  in  possesaioa  of  the  fact  that, 
on  the  27th  November  lest,  the  day  yon  were 
declared  l^e  elected  Member  for  this  boion^h, 
you  were  legally  incapacitated  from  being 
elected  a  Member  of  Farhameot,  in  consequence 
of  your  firm  beiu^  Government  contractors. 
In  giving  you  this  intimation,  I  am  only 
actuated  by  a  desire  that  the  neoesBary  steps 
should  be  taken,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
to  remedy  this  unfortunate  state  of  affairs,  both 
pleasantly  and  without  resort  to  those  legal 
remedies  wbioh  are  duly  provided  for  by  law, 
and  which  I  have  reason  to  beliere  Will  be 
reeorted  to  if  neoeaaary. 

Tours  faithfully, 

"  Chas.  Wk,  Mokslow.'* 

No  Petition  was  lodged,  however,  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  Statute,  or 
at  any  other  time,  complaining  of  Mr. 
Morgan's  return  ;  but  having  regard  to 
the  very  penal  nature  of  &•  Statute 
22  Geo.  in.,  and  the  intimation  that 
proceedings  would  be  taken  against  him 
if  he  sat  and  voted  in  the  House,  he 
sought  legal  advice,  and  was  advised 
that,  as  the  threatened  proceediogs 
affected  his  privileges  as  a  Member  of 
the  House,  he  should  follow  the  prece- 
dent adopted  in  Sir  Sydney  Waterlow's 
case  in  1869,  and  ask  for  an  inquiry  by 
a  Select  Committee  as  to  whether  he 
was  or  was  not  a  Government  contractor 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  I 
have  mentioned  at  the  time  of  his  eleo- 
tion.  The  course  pursued  in  Sir  Sydney 
Waterlow's  ease  will  be  found  reported 
on  page  190  of  Santar^t  J^UaaunUtr^ 
DthtttM,  Third  Series,  vol.  194,  82  Vt^t. 
It  may  be  mentioned,  also,  that  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Bomes,  the  lai^  shipowner, 
who  was  returned  for  Dartmou^  in 
the  year  1 844,  and  who  held  Government 
contracts  previous  to  his  election,  but 
who,  previous  to  his  nomination,  trans- 
ferred all  his  interest  in  his  business  to 
his  nephews,  a  Petition  was  presented 
against  his  return,  questioning  the  bcna 
f4t%  of  the  proceedings  between  himself 
and  his  nephews;  and,  although  the 
transfer  was  not  quite  completed,  the 
Committee  held  that  he  was  duly  elected, 
as  he  had  ceased  to  havs  any  interest  in 
the  oontraots  befm  his  aleetion.  The 
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ease  of  Baron  Kotbsohild  and  other 
oMas  are  referred  to  in  the  debate  on 
the  Waterlov  oaae.  Thia  moruiog  Hr. 
Morgan  reoeiTed  anotiier  letter^  as 
foUowB : — 

"BRtteraea  Ceotral  Oonservatire  Registration 
Association. 
"Dear  Sir, — I  am  iastrnoted  by  the  Ezecu- 
tiTBof  this  Anooiation  to  forward  ;ou  a  oopy 
of  a  rsaolatioa  passed  by  them  at  their  meeting 
hat  ereiun^r,  and  I  trust  you  will  give  it  your 
nriooi  conrideration. 

"Toorafaithfnlly^ 

"  Chas.  W.  Musblow." 

The  reeolotion  inolosed  in  this  letter  is 
as  foUowB : — 

"  That  Battenea  being  at  this  moment  prao- 
tieally  nnrepieeeQtad  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
this  meeting  respectfully  asks  Mr.  Morgan  to 
immediately  get  his  position  defined,  and,  in  the 
interest  of  the  constituency,  either  take  his 
■eat  or  get  his  seat  vacated.'* 

Hr.  Uorgan  ia  himself  anxious  to  adopt 
this  suggestloo,  and  I  hope,  liherefore, 
that  I  shall  have  the  support  of  hon. 
Members  to  the  Besolntion  of  which  I 
have  given  Notice. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  Seven  MemberB  to  consider  vhetber  Mr. 
OctaviuB  Vaogfaan  Morgan  is  disqualified  from 
ntting  and  voting  as  a  Member  of  this  House, 
under  the  Statute  23  George  3,  c.  45,  and  to 
report  thnr  opinion  thereon.'* — {Sir  John 
ZMett.) 

Kotion  agreed  to. 

GOAL  ICXHZS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Bh  Bichard  Ctobb,  Bill  to 
amend  "The  Cool  Mines  Bt^nlatian  Act,  1872," 
enUred  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Richard  Cross, 
Mr.  Stuart- Wortley,  and  Mr.  Porwood. 

Bill^wn^n^  and  read  the  first  Ume.  [Bill  92.] 

GLSBB  LANDS  BILL. 

On  MoKon  of  Sir  Richard  Cross,  Bill  to 
bflilitate  (he  sale  of  Glebe  Lands,  ordtr*it  to  be 
brought  in  by  Bir  Ridiard  Cross,  Sir  Kiehaxd 
Vsbiiter,  and  Mr.  Gregon^. 

'SeQXprenHt^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  93.] 

OOFYHOCD  ABD  OVSTOSfABT  TBTTTBE 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Banister  Fletcher,  Bill  to 
provide  for  tlve  general  Enfranchisement  of 
lAnds  of  Copyhold  and  CustoiBsry  Tenure, 
ordtred  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  Banister 
I'lletdwr,  Mr.  C.  M.  Warmington,  and  Mr.  U. 
L.  V.  lAwson. 

"BiSlprtatnted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  94.] 

OOiaiOH  JUBIES  BESIUinUtATION  SILL. 

Oa  Motion  of  llr.  Cromptoo,  Bill  to  provide 
li»  Uw  mnnuuntion  andpa^fniink  of  expenses 
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of  Common  Jorlea  at  the  Assizej  and  Quarter 
Sessions,  ordered  to  be  brouf^t  in  by  Jifr. 
Crompton,  Mr.  Locfcwood,  Mr.  Eugene  'Wason, 
Sir  John  Swinburne,  and  Mr.  Johna. 
Bill pmtnttd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  95.] 

OBOUlfP   QAHE  ACT  AKKSDICKHT 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Crompton,  Bill  to  amend 
and  extend  the  provisions  of  "  The  Ground 
Game  Act,  1880,"  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Ororopton,  Mr.  A.  B.  Wtnterbotham,  Mr. 
Eugene  Wason,  and  Mr.  CSianning. 

"mUXpreamted,  and  read  the  first  tune.£BiU  96.j 

BAILWAT  BZOITLATIOa'  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Channing,  Bill  to  make 
further  provision  for  the  safe  vorking  of  Rail- 
ways, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Channing, 
Mr.  Joseph  Leicester,  Mr.  John  Wilsoo  (Dur- 
hamj,  Mr.  0.  S.  Parker,  Mr.  Jacoby,  and  Mr. 
Laweon. 

Bill and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  97.] 

EDUOATIOK  (SOOTLAND)  (sOHOOL  FBBS) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  Bill  to  amend 
the  provisions  of  the  Kducation  (Scotland)  Acts 
relating  to  the  payment  of  school  fees  for  chil- 
dren of  poor  parents,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Sutherland,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Mr. 
Finlayson,  Xit.  Farqaharson,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
and  Mr,  Noel. 

WlprtMHttd,  and  read  the  first  Ume.  [Bill  98.] 

OOlOCOirS  AND  INOLOSUBB  AOIB  AKEHD- 

MKHT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Walter  James,  Bill  to 
«mond  the  Commons  and  Inclosure  Acts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Walter  James, 
Mr.  Story-Maskelyne,  1^.  Joicey,  and  Mr. 
Cobb. 

Wlpreamted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill99.] 

PABLTAMEHTABY  VOTERS  (bBOISTEATION) 
BILL. 

On  MoUon  of  Sir  Julian  Goldamid,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  with  regard  to  the  Registration 
of  lodgers ;  to  redace  the  period  of  oooupation 
necessary  to  qualify  for  access  to  the  register 
from  twelve  months  to  one  ;  to  remove  the  dis- 
qualification under  which  the  police  labour; 
and  to  simplify  the  Registration  of  Parliamen- 
tary Voters,  ordtrtd  to  be  brooght  in  by  Sir 
Julian  GoMsmid,  Mr.  Labouchere,  Mr.  Robson, 
and  Mr,  M'lver. 

Wlprttmted,  and  read  the  flnt  time.  [Bill  100.] 

PBIHTIHO. 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  assist  Mr.  Speaker  in  all  matters  which  relate 
to  the  Printing  executed  by  Order  of  this  House, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  and  arranging 
for  Printing  Returus  and  Papers  presented  in 

Sursuoace  tn  Motions  made  by  Members  of  this 
[ouse : — ^The  Committee  was  accordingly  no- 
minated of  Sir  JoBBPK  PusB,  Mr.  Wnxiui 
L.  Jaguok,  Mr.  SzAMSvau},  Mr.  Baikw,  Ur. 
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Whitbmad,  Sit  Gkoroe  Russsli,  Mr.  Rahsat, 
Hr.  Fashbli.,  Colonel  TottexbaK,  Mr.  Sbxtok, 
and  Mr.  Hknrt  H.  FowLtR. 

Ordered,  That  Threft  be  the  c[ii«rain.— (J/r. 
Btnry  H.  bowler.) 

Htnue  adjoamed  at  a  qoarter  before 
Two  o'clock  Ull  iloadaif  next. 


HOUSE  OF  LOEDS, 
*  Monday f  22nd  February f  1£86. 


SeTwal  Lords—Took  the  Oath. 

MINUTES.]— Selbct  Odkmittbb  —  Stending 

Ordera,  The  X^rd  Kiobore,  added. 
Public  Bilw  —  Firtt  Jteadipg  —  Fueahwater 

risberies(Eel6]*  (15). 
Beconi Reeding— lAxnit^  Validity*  (11). 

MBmOPOLIS— THE  BECBNT  BIOTS. 

The  Eael  of  LIMEEIOK  asked  the 
noble  Lord  who  represented  the  Home 
BepartmeDt,  Whether  the  Beport  of  the 
Oommittee  which  had  been  conducting 
an  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  police  in  the  recent  riots  was  Hkelpr 
to  be  presented  that  day,  and  whether  it 
was  in  print  ? 

LoED  THUELOW :  I  tave  to  in- 
form the  noble  Earl  that  the  Home  Se- 
cretary expects  to  be  able  to  lay  the  Be- 
port of  his  Committee  on  the  recent  riots 
before  the  House  of  Commons  this  even- 
ing ;  but  it  witi  not  be  printed  for  a  day 
or  tvro.  The  Home  Secretary,  however, 
hopes  that  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Members  of  both  Houses  of  Farltament 
not  later  than  "Wednesday  morning 
next. 

ALLOTMENTS. 

MOTION  roB  A  HETXJBW. 

The  Eabl  of  ONSLOW,  in  rising  to 
inove  for — 

"  Return  (1.)  of  all  agricultural  holdiags  in 
England  and  Walea,  both  of  arable  and  pasture 
land,  occupied  a<3  allotments  or  field  gardens, 

one-eighth  of  an  acre  and  not  exceeding 
'fonr  acres;  (2.)  of  all  gudea  aUotmentB  exceed- 
ing one-eighth  of  an  acre  attached  to  cottages ; 
(3^  of  all  charitable  trusts  in  England  and 
Wales  the  trostees  of  which  are  trustees  within 
the  meaning  of  the  fint  and  fourth  dames  of 
tile  Allotments  Extension  Act,  188V' 

said,  that  lie  had  no^ed  that  in  a  speech 
diBUveT«d  atrHoll'dui&ijgf  (he  he&t  of  the 


General  Election  by  the  President  of  the 
Local  Gkiverament  Board  thstrigbthon. 
Gentleman  said  that  many  of  the  great 
landlords  ofEoglsnd  had  occupied  ut«n- 
selves  Id  driviDg  the  labourers  off  their 
estates.  When  ho  read  that  statement, 
he  almost,  like  the  Pharisee  of  old, 
thanked  Qod  that  he  was  not  as  other 
men  were,  or  even  as  those  landlords; 
and  he  supposed  that  most  of  their  Lord- 
ships must  have  shared  that  feeling. 
He  had  thereupon  turned  hit}  attention 
to  a  search  of  those  documents  to 
which  their  Lordships  looked  for  in- 
formation on  all  subjects  of  a  nature 
likely  to  be  dealt-  with  by  Parliament, 
and  he  had  hoped  to  find  in  the  Agricul- 
tural Beports  statistics  showing  what 
was  the  state  of  allotments  in  this 
oountry ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
there  were  absolutely  no  Betums  what- 
ever dealing  wiUi  that  question  for  the 
last  13  years— since  1873.  In  1870  a 
commencement  was  made  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  in  that  year  there  were 
102,342  holdings  under  five  acres.  There 
was  no  Beturnfor  1671  ;  but{nl872the 
total  number  of  holdings  of  from  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  to  one  acre,  and  from 
one  acre  to  five  acres,  was  160,670,  of 
which  49,652  were  held  by  labourers. 
In  1873  the  information  went  further, 
giving  a  Beturn  of  the  aUotments  de- 
tached from  the  houses  and  cottages  of 
labourers;  that  was  to  say,  all  those 
which  did  not  include  the  best  form  of 
allotments — ^namely,  cottage  gardens. 
They  found  that  even  then  there  were  an 
many  as  242,600  allotments  in  England. 
If  they  added  to  that  the  number  of 
small  holdings  of  five  acres  and  under 
which  might,  when  consisting  of  pasture 
land,  be  described  as  allotmentB,  the 
grand  total  was  no  less  than  353,000. 
In  that  year  there  were  765,000  agri- 
cultural labourers  —  that  was  to  say, 
there  was  very  nearly  one  allotment  or 
small  holding  for  every  two  labourtrs. 
Since  the  Commons  Act  of  1876  was 
passed,  22,430  acres  had  been  inclosed, 
and  a  portion  set  out  in  allotments. 
Under  Clause  28  of  that  Act  managers 
were  to  report  every  three  or  five  years ; 
but  the  Commissioners  said  there  was 
no  power  to  enforce  that  being  done.  In 
1873,  in  24  counties  there  were  122,000 
allotmentfl,  and  they  ranged  on  an  ave- 
rage from  one-eighth  to  a  quarter  of 
an  acre,  while,  in  18  octunties,  120^000 
allotmentfl  ttveniged  a  qoAiCer  'to  half- 
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an-oore.  It  wob,  he  thought,  only  right 
that  they  ehould  ask  the  Oovernment 
to  give  them  information  which  vaa 
more  recent  than  the  year  1873.  There 
was  reason  to  suppose  that  the  supply  of 
allotments  was  every  day  coniing  nearer 
to  the  demand,  because  the  a^cultural 
population  was  anyUiiog  but  moreasing 
in  the  rural  districts.  In  the  decade 
between  1871  and  1881  our  agricultural 
population  decreased  by  15-9  per  cent, 
having  in  the  previous  decade  decreased 
17'6  per  cent,  while  the  number  of  allot- 
ments was  increasing.  There  was  hardly 
any  matter  on  which  there  existed  less 
information  and  more  exaggeration  than 
the  subject  of  the  land  of  this  country. 
The  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Derby) 
mOTOd  in  that  House  for  a  Keturn  of  the 
owners  of  land,  obserring  that  it  bad 
been  stated  that  the  owners  of  land  in 
England  and  Wales  were  only  30,000  in 
number.  In  order  to  ascertain  whether 
that  was  the  casej  the  noble  Elarl  moved 
for  a  Return  which,  when  produced, 
proved  that  instead  of  there  being  only 
30,000  owners  in  this  country,  there 
were,  after  correction  for  the  holdings 
of  the  same  persons  in  several  counties, 
no  less  than  967,000  owners,  of  whom 
700,000  owned  less  than  one  aore.  The 
inquiries  of  the  Land  and  Glebe  Owners* 
Association,  for  the  voluntary  extension 
of  the  allotments  system,  which  were 
not  exhaustive,  showed  that  the  owners 
of  2,300,000  acres  had  in  force  on  their 
estates  the  system  of  allotments,  and 
were  prepared  to  extend  it  to  all  the 
laboorers  on  Uieir  estates ;  besides  that, 
the  Association  had  the  support  of  the 
owners  of  26,000  acres  of  glelra  land, 
and  the  system  was  also  in  operation 
on  the  estates  of  the  owners  of  a  further 
500,000  ac^.  Thus,  very  widespread 
voluntary  efforts  were  going  on  all  over 
the  country  to  provide  labourers  with 
allotments ;  and  he  trusted  that  no  steps 
would  be  taken  by  Parliament  which 
would  throw  any  obstacle  or  check  in 
the  way  of  that  most  salutary  system. 
He  was  willing  to  give  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Local  Oovern- 
ment Board  credit  for  having  drawn  pub- 
lic attention  to  the  question,  although 
their  startling  proposals  in  reference  to 
it  had  savoured  somewhat  of  public 
plunder.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
their  Lto'dsbipa  would  uot  deal  with  the 
aufagoob  until  they  were  possessed  of  all 
^  faots  eonnec^e^^  wUa  tli«  oase.  If 


they  were  to  legislate  in  a  compulsory 
mannw  it  was  possible  that  many  ox 
those  who  would  otherwise  speedily 
obtain  allotments  by  voluntary  agency 
might  have  to  wait  one  or  two  yeara 
before  the  local  authority  in  a  dis- 
trict would  put  the  maohineiy  of  that 
compulsory  system  in  operation.  An 
Aot  was  passed  in  1862  to  provide  allot- 
meets,  the  main  principle  of  which  was 
that  every  charity  which  owned  land 
the  profits  of  which  were  distributed  in 
doles  should  be  required  to  let  allot- 
ments. But  the  great  majority  of  the 
trustees  of  charity  land  were  unaware 
of  the  existence  of  that  Act ;  and  he  did 
not  see  how  they  could  be  expected  to 
put  it  into  operation  unless  their  at- 
tention was  called  to  it.  He  knew  of 
no  means  by  which  that  could  be  done 
except  by  calling  upon  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners for  such  JRetorns  as  he  moved 
for,  giving  the  names  of  all  those  cha- 
rities which  oame  under  the  iHrovisiona 
of  the  Allotments  Act  of  1882.  It  was 
desirable  that  hmdovners  should  not 
only  grant  allotments,  but  in  these  days, 
when  attacks  were  made  upon  them, 
that  they  should  show  their  determina- 
tion to  do  so  by  a  public  declaration 
on  the  point.  Having  shown  what 
necessity  there  was  for  these  Returns, 
he  trusted  their  Lordships  would  see 
that  it  would  be  most  unjust  to  land- 
owners to  proposeany  legislation  dealing 
with  their  proper^  when  the  data  ana 
the  faots  concerning  allotments  all  over 
England  were  in  no  sense  in  possession 
of  the  public. 

JtfiwAf,  That  Uiere  be  laid  before  this 
House— 

"  Return  (!■)  of  all  fUfricaltiml  holdings  id 
Eng^land  ana  Wales,  hmk  of  amlile  and  pastors 
land,  XKcupied  aa  allotments  or  field  gardens,  dt 
one-eighth  of  an  aore  and  noi  exceeding  four 
acres;  (2.)  of  all  garden  allotments  exceeding 
one-eighth  of  an  acre  attached  to  cottages ;  (3.) 
of  all  charitablo  trusts  ia  £ngland  and  Wales 
the  trustees  of  which  are  trustees  within  the 
meaning  of  the  first  and  fourth  claoaea  of  the 
AUotmsnU  Extension  Aot,  1882."— Sari 
of  Omgtow.) 

Thb  lord  president  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Earl  Spencer)  said,  he  did 
not  propose  to  follow  the  noble  Earl  in 
the  interesting  remarlts  which  he  had 
m&de  on  the  subject  of  allotmenta.  Ho 
would  confine  himself  to  answering  the 
Question  which  had  been  put  to  him. 
He  should  be  vpry  b^ppj  to  obtain  and 
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furnish  the  information  whioh  the  noble 
Earl  asked  for;  but  he  did  not  think 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  give  it 
iu  a  special  Keturn  at  this  moment.  A 
special  Heturn  would  entail  a  very  large 
expense,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to 
compile  it  without  impeding  other  work 
and  throwing  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  collecting  the  Agricultural  Keturns 
which  were  made  eveiy  year.  He 
would,  however,  engflge  ^at  imme- 
diately after  the  Agricultural  Beturns 
for  this  year  were  made,  stlp^lementa^ 
Betmras  would  be  given*  which  would, 
ho  beUeved,  contain  all  Uie  information 
which  the  noble  Lord  required.  He 
would  also  add  a  great  deal  more.  In 
the  information  which  he  would  give 
would  be  included  "all  agricultural 
holdings  in  England  and  Wales  occa- 
pied  as  allotments  or  field  gardens"  of 
one-eighth  of  an  acre  and  over.  They 
did  not  propose,  as  the  noble  Earl  sug- 
gested, to  make  the  distincliou  between 
arable  and  pasture  land  below  one  acre, 
which  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to 
get;  and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  of 
very  great  importance,  as  he  presumed 
in  these  small  allotments  there  was,  as  a 
rule,  very  little  pastnre.  Under  the  second 
head  they  proposed  to  g^ve  all  garden  al- 
lotments exceeding  one-ttghth  of  an  acre 
attached  to  cottages,  although  lliere  was 
some  difficulty  in  defining  what  a  cottage 
really  was.  They  also  proposed  to  give 
particulars  as  to  rent,  tenure,  and  dis- 
tance from  dwellings  on  certain  allot- 
ments. At  first  it  was  thought  that  this 
would  be  a  difficult  question;  but  the 
Government  saw  their  way  bow  to  give 
the  information,  and  he  thought  that 
information  would  be  of  considerable 
value  and  importance.  In  regard  to 
the  third  Question,  he  would  ask  the 
noble  Earl  to  be  kind  enough  to  repeat 
it  another  day.  He  admitted  the  great 
value  of  obtfuning  this  information  from 
the  Charity  Commissioners,  and  he  had 
been  in  communication  with  them  on 
the  subject.  He  did  not  foresee  any 
very  great  difficulty  in  the  matter;  but 
there  -were  certain  objections  which  he 
should  like  to  discusa  with  the  Commis- 
sioners before  he  could  finally  begin  the 
Ketum.  For  the  Beturo  to  be  useful, 
it  was,  of  coorse,  desirable  to  be  authen- 
tic and  reliable;  and  there  was  some 
doubt  whether  the  Chanty  Commis- 
sioners oould  givB  a  Betum  of  diia  de- 
BCriptioQ. 

jEarl  Spencer 


Thb  Earl  op  HAREOWBT  :  How 

soon  may  we  expect  the  fietum  ?  In 
the  middle  of  the  Session,  or  towards  the 
end  of  it  ? 

Earl  SPENCER :  It  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  furnish  it  under  three  or 
four  months.  It  will  be  begun  imme- 
diately after  the  annual  Agricultural 
Beturns. 

The  Eael  of  ONSLOW  begged  to 
thank  the  uoble  Earl  for  the  answer 
which  he  had  given.  He  had  another 
suggestion  to  offer  for  the  conuderation 
of  the  noble  Earl.  It  would  be  very 
valuable  to  know  from  each  farmer  how 
many  labourers  he  had  on  his  farm 
to  whom  lie  gave  ground  or  potatoes ; 
how  many  he  had  to  whom  he  gave  cow 
ground  ;  and  how  many  holdings  there 
were  between  five  and  ten  acres? 

The  Maequess  of  HUNTLY  said, 
there  was  another  point  to  which  he 
should  like  to  call  attention — namely, 
co-operative  farming.  It  was  desirable 
to  have  a  Beturn  of  the  number  of 
labourers  who  shared  in  co-operative 
farming. 

Eael  SPENCER  said,  he  thought 
that  this  was  a  totally  different  subject, 
and  he  was  not  prepared  to  give  Returns 
as  to  co-operative  farming,  however  im- 
portant they  might  be.  With  regard 
to  the  sug^stion  of  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  (the  Earl  of  OubIdw),  he  would 
consider  the  point  brought  under  notico 
as  to  the  cases  where  farmers  gave  land 
or  potatoes,  or  otherwise  to  their  la- 
bourers. 

Lord  ELLENBOEOUQH  asked, 
whether  there  could  not  be  included 
the  manner  in  which'  the  holdings 
were  held;  whether  or  not  sub-let, 
or  not  used  for  the  purpose  originally 
granted? 

Eabl  SPENCER  said,  all  these  par- 
ticulars would  add  enormously  to  the 
expense  of  the  Return,  besides  involv- 
ing tremendous  labour.  If  they  were 
to  adopt  all  these  suggestions,  it  might 
be  years  before  they  could  possibly  get 
the  Return  out.   

Earl  FORTESOUE  asked,  whether 
the  noble  Earl  could  not  add  to  the 
Return  the  number  of  places  where 
allotments  had  been  provided,  and 
where  for  many  years  they  had  been 
given  up  as  unlettable  as  allotments  ? 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House),  mfh- 
drawn. 


Digitized  by 


849 


£tnffim 


{Fjebhvaby  33,  1886} 


of  Ava. 


KIKGDOM  OP  AVA.— RESOLUTION. 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  foe 
INDIA.  (The  Earl  of  Kimbeblet),  in 
rising  to  move— 

"  That  Her  Majesty  having  directed  a  mili- 
tary expedition  of  Her  forces  charged  upoa 
Indiau  revenue^  to  he  despatched  against  the 
King  of  Ava,  this  House  consonta  that  the  re- 
venaes  of  India  Bhall  be  applied  to  defray  the 
expeniM  of  the  military  openiions  whioh  may 
he  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Lidian  PoBsesaions,** 

said :  My  Lords,  In  moring  the  Besola- 
tion  I  will  point  out  the  clauses  in  the 
Act  of  Parliament  which  require  that  this 
BeBolutiou  should  be  moved.  In  the 
Government  of  India  Act,  1868,  there 
are  two  provisions  on  the  subject  of  the 
employment  of  troops  outside  Indian 
territory.  The  54th  section  provides 
that  when  any  military  operations  are 
being  carried  on  beyond  Indian  terri- 
tory the  fact  shall  be  communicated  to 
Paniament  within  three  months  if  it  be 
sitting,  and  within  one  month  if  Farlia- 
meat  be  not  ntting.  The  other,  the  56th, 
has  an  immediate  bearing  on  the  Resolu- 
tion which  I  have  to  propose.  It  pro- 
vides that  ezc^t  for  preventing  or  re- 
pelling actual  invasion  on  our  Indian 
Posseesions,  or  tor  sudden  and  urgent 
necessity,  the  Revenuesof  India  shall  not, 
without  the  consent  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  be  applicable  tu  defray  the 
expenses  of  any  military  operations 
carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontier 
of  Her  Majesty's  ladian  Possessions. 
The  interpretation  of  this  section  has 
given  rise  to  considerable  controversy, 
the  points  of  whioh  will  bo  found  fully 
stated  in  the  Papers  relating  to  the 
Al^ssinian  War  of  1867,  and  more 
especially  in  those  connected  with  the 
war  in  Afghanistan  iu  1878-9.  Some 
high  authorities  have  contended  that  this 
section  requires  that  the  sanction  of  Tax- 
iiamient  should  be  obtained  before  the 
commencement  of  operatioDs.  On  the 
other  band,  there  is  the  fact  that  in 
several  oases  this  Beeolution  has  been 
moved  after  the  actual  operations  have 
commenced.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
the  arguments  on  either  side,  because,  at 
all  events,  I  feel  certain  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's present  Government  cannot  be 
charged  with  having  neglected  theirduty. 
It  is  perfectly  clear  thwb  I  am  proposing 
the  BesolutioQ  on  the  first  occasion  that 
it  was  practicable  for  me  to  do  so.  And 
I  haTB  anothw  reason  for  not  discuaeing 


the  matter,  whioh  is  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  propose  an  io- 
quiry  into  the  operation  of  the  India  Act 
in  accordance  with  the  intention  of  the 
late  Government  as  announced  in  Her 
Majesty's  Gracious  Speech.   As  Uiese 
ambiguities  have  arisen,  it  is,  I  think, 
desirable  that  the  point  should  be  con* 
sidered  by  the  Joint  Oommittee  of  both 
Houses  which  it  is  my  intention  to  move 
for.   Therefore  I  will  not  pursue  the 
argument  further.   The  House  will  not 
expect  from  me  at  this  time  any  narra- 
tive of  the  circumstances  whioh  led  to 
the  war  with  Burmsh,  or  of  the  steps 
which  followed  it.    All  this  has  been 
placed  fully  before  Parliament  in  the 
Blue  Book  which  has  been  laid  on  the 
Table.    It  will  be  enough  for  me  to  say 
that  there  has  been  no  doubt  in  the  mi  ad 
of  any  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
course  of  our  relations  with  the  late 
King  of  Burmafa  that  they  were  so 
unsatisfactory  that  it  was  impossible 
they  should  be  allowed  to  continue. 
That  unsatisfactoiy  state  of  affairs  had 
lasted  for  aome  considerable  time.  The 
causes  of  complaint  were  various.  Ef- 
forta  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Indian  Government  to  loing  about  a 
bettw  state  of  things  had  failed ;  and 
it  was  merely  a  question  of  time  when 
some  step  would  become  necessary  to 
place  our  relations  upon  a  more  satis- 
factory footing.    Duriog  the  term  of 
Offi.oe  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  former  Govern- 
ment the  question  was  never  approached 
with  any  nearne^,  because  the  Govern- 
ment were  occupied  with  difficulties  re- 
lating to  the  North- West  Frontier,  and, 
except  upon  urgent  necesuty,  it  would 
have  been  clearly  unwuie  to  have  entered 
upon  any  important  operation  on  another 
frontier  of  ladia.    The  matter  came  to  a 
head  dnringthe  tenure  of  Office  b^  our 
immediate  Tredeoessors.   The  Viceroy 
of  India  and  Her  Hqesty's  late  Qovem- 
ment  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  n^oessaiy 
that  a  strong  step  should  betaken  as  re- 
garded the  conduct  of  the  King  of  Bar- 
mah.   I  have  been  surprised  to  see  that 
the  defence  of  the  late  Government  has 
sometimes  been  placed  on  this  ground — 
that  we  were  justified  in  undertaking  a 
war  for  the  purpose  of  extending  British 
trade.   I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  a  war  undertaken  simply  for  that 
purpose  would  be  an  uniustifiAble  war ; 
but  I  do  not  undeiratond— allhottgh,  no 
doubt,  the  advantage  of  increased  trade 
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may  resalt — that  it  wae  on  that  ground 
that  the  Viceroy  acted.  The  ground  on 
which  he  acted  was  the  rery  uneatia* 
factory  conduct  of  the  King  towards  the 
Indian  Government,  and  certain  injuries 
which  he  had  inflicted  upon  British  sub- 
jects for  which  no  redress  could  be  ob* 
tained.  Above  all— and  is  fully  dis- 
closed in  the  Papers— the  King  of  Bur- 
mah  had  been  endeavouring  to  establi^ 
inch  returns  with  Foreign  Powers  as 
oould  not  fail  to  produce  for  us  great 
embarroummthereafter,  and  mighthave 
an  injuxiooa  effaot  upon  the  peace  and 
■eenrity  of  Her  Majesty's  Indian  Do* 
minions.  It  eeems  to  me  that,  taking 
all  the  circumstances  together,  there 
certainly  existed  good  causes  for  the 
war,  and  I  can  quite  understand  why 
tbe  Yioaroy  should  have  advised  that 
active  steps  should  be  taken  against 
Burmah,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment should  have  approved  of  them. 
These,  however,  are  past  affairs  ;  and  I 
mentiodi  them  only  in  order  that  the 
House  may  not  suppose  that  I  wish  to 
pass  them  over,  or  that  I  wish  to  pass 
any  censure  upon  the  late  Government 
for  tine  oourse  they  have  taken.  I 
now  glance  at  the  success  of  the  opera- 
tions themselves,  because  it  would  be 
very  unjust  to  the  Forces  who  were  em- 
ployed not  to  adcDowledge  the  manner 
in  whioh  tiiose  opeoratiooe  were  con- 
ducted. There  has  been  already  a  gra- 
cious aokftowledgoient  of  tbe  services  of 
Her  Majesty's  Forces  in  Her  Majesty's 
Gracious  Speech ;  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  this  being  the  first  oppor- 
tunity I  have  had  of  speaking  on  the 
subject,  I  have  to  state  that  much  credit 
is  due  both  to  those  who  planned  the 
Expedition,  and  to  all  the  troops,  naval 
and  military,  who  were  engaged  in  the 
operations.  The  extreme  promptitude 
with  which  the  operations  were  con- 
ducted prevented  much  effusion  of  blood 
that  otherwise  might  have  ooourred ;  and 
this  ia  a  point  that  ought  to  be  care- 
fully borne  in  mind  in  estimating  the 
services  rendered.  If  ^e  difficulties  of 
the  Expedition  were  not  greater  it  is 
Iseoanse  they  were  antioi  pated  by  promp- 
titude of  actiim.  On  that  point  I  wish 
to  pay  a  tribute  not  only  to  tbe  mili- 
tary, but  also  to  the  civil  authorities, 
for  the  great  activity  they  displayed 
in  making  the  preparations.  I  think 
that  the  House  will  feel  that  our  (hanks 
jtfe  fully  and  oompletrty  due  to  all 
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those  who  wore  engaged  in  those  ope- 
rations, and  who  brou^t  them  to  so 
successful  an  issue.  Burmah  having 
been  thus  rapidly  conquered,  the  ques- 
tion, of  course,  arose  as  to  the  next  step 
to  be  taken.  The  Papers  presented 
show  that  a  ProclamaUou  was  issued 
stating  that  Burmah  had  become  a  part 
of  Hw  Majeety's  Dominions;  and  in 
Her  Majesty's  G^aoiotts  Speech  the  fbl* 
lowing  passage  occurs : — 

"  I  have  decided  that  the  most  certain  method 
oi  iDsariog  peaee  and  ord«r  ia  tbo«o  regions  is 
to  be  found  ia  the  permanfiot  inoorporatioa  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Ava  with  my  Empire." 

At  that  time  Lord  Dufiforin  had  not 
been  at  Mandalay,  and  had  not  had  the 
opportunity  which  he  has  siooe  had  of 
examining  into  the  state  of  affairs  on 
the  spot.  Since  we  have  aoceded  to 
Office,  Lord  Dufferin  has  sent  home  a 
Keport  stating  fully  the  views  he  had 
formed  after  examining  for  himself 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Upper  Burmah. 
He  informs  Her  Majeety's  Govemm^t 
that  having  himself  felt  disposed  at  first 
rathw  towards  the  formation  of  Upper 
Burmah  into  a  Native  Stato  under  Bri- 
tish protection,  yet,  after  a  careful  exa- 
mination of  all  the  csroumstances  on  the 
spot,  he  wasconvineed  that  such  a  courae 
was  inezpedimt  and  impractuable. 
Having  reoetred  that  mmioa  in  unmis- 
takable terms  from  uie  Ticeroy,  in 
whom,  in  common  with  Her  Majesty's 
lato  Government,  we  plaoed  the  highest 
confidence— having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  Her  Majesty's  Uto  Government 
have  already  announoed  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gracious  Speaeh  that  the  King- 
dom of  Ava  would  be  permanently  in- 
corporated in  the  British  Empire,  and 
looking  also  to  the  Proclamation  whioh 
by  their  instructions  had  been  issued  in 
Burmah — taking  all  those  things  into 
consideration,  we  have  decided  witJbiont 
hesitation  that  the  proper  course  to  be 
pursued— and  that  course  tiie  Viceroy  has 
been  instructed  to  pursue — is  tomaintata 
BurmalL  under  the  direet  adm^istration 
tji  the  British  Crown.  As  r^ards  the 
furtiier  arrangements  to  be  made,  tlte 
House  will  not  be  surprised  when  I  say 
that  at  so  early  a  period,  the  Viceroy 
having  just,  aftor  a  few  days*  sojourn 
in  Mandalay,  left  that  capital,  we  have 
not  been  able  to  mature  the  details  of 
administration,  and  they  aire  at  this 
moment  being  carefully  considered  by 
us  in  commonioatioi)  witk  the-^Vicwoj.. 
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While  ve  are  en^rely  agreed  in  our  de- 
oiedon,  lotting  to  all  the  chrcQinetanoes  of 
the  oaae,  I  do  not  pretend  to  look  'with 
unmixed  Batiefaotion  upon  an  addition  to 
our  resposBiMlities  in  India;  but  I 
believe  l^e  neceesity  has  been  forced 
upon  tts.  I  doubt  whether  those  who 
apeak  lightly  of  these  accessions  to  our 
l^pire  duly  weigh  all  that  in  involved. 
There  may  be  advantages  in  our  pos- 
session of  Burmah ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  are  drawbacks.  Forces  will 
have  to  be  employed  there  whi<^  might 
be  usefully  employed  elsewhere.  Of 
late  years  we  have  wisely  made  it  our 
policy  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the 
annexation  of  Native  States,  and  not  to 
give  nse  to  the  feeling  that  we  were 
desirouB  of  swallowing  tip  those  States. 
Do  not,  however,  suppose  that  in  making 
these  lema^s  I  am  passing  any  censure 
upon  those  who  have  been  engaged  in 
the  operations  tn  Burmah,  or  that  the 
Govetmnent  are  not  desirouB  of  making 
the  best  of  the  present  position  of 
afi^rs.  The  necessity  is  forced  upon  us, 
and  the  position  is  one  in  which  the  pre- 
sent and  the  late  Government  oonoar  in 
aocepting.  My  hone  and  belief  is,  that 
we  shall  so  govwn  this  addition  to 
Her  Majesty's  Empire  that  it  will 
condaoe  to  the  happiness  and  pros- 
periQr  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
and  result  in  an  increase  of  our  trade 
with  Ohina,  which  may  become  ulti- 
mately very  great.  As  I  have  mentioned 
China,  it  would  not  be  inopportune  to 
say— and  I  know  in  what  I  am  about  to 
state  1  shall  have  the  cenonnenoe  of 
noble  Lords  opposite — that  in  oondder- 
ing  the  relations  oetwem  Upper  Burmah 
and  OUiia  there  is  the  utmost  desire 
on  &ia  part  ot  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  treat  all  matters  that  may  arise 
in  a  most  friendly  spirit  with  regard  to 
Ohina.  I  believe  also  that  China  is 
most  friendly  disposed  towards  Her 
-Majesty's  Government ;  and  where  there 
exists  a  friendly  disposHion  on  both 
sides  and  strong  common  iuterests,  I 
think  we  may  anticipate  that  we  shall 
bring  any  discussion  which  we  may  have  j 
with  the  Chinese  Government  with  re-  { 
gard  to  the  frontier  to  a  satisfactory  | 
contusion.  We  should  be  on  the  most 
oordUl  terms  witii  (%ina;  and  I  think 
everyone  will  see-  that  Ohina,  on  her 
part,  can  have  no  jei^usy  of  us  in  that 

EST.  It  is  fM  Ae  ifttctrests  «f  boUi 
res  tfiat'they- sfaouid  aol  towavAs 
>ther  on  the  frontier  in  suoh  a  way 


that  a  close  and  cordial  friendship  may 
be  formed.  Your  Lordships  may  tileo 
desire  that  I  should  give  some  infor- 
mation as  to  the  present  eondition  of 
Banuah.  With  regard  to  that  I  will 
say,  in  the  first  plac^,  that  there  has, 
no  doubt,  been  a  great  deal  of  dacoity 
since  our  oooupation  of  the  country ; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  da- 
ooits  have  always  been  there.  The 
Viceroy  informs  me  that  daooity  has 
been  exceptionally  rife  owing  to  Thee- 
baw's  misgovemment,  and  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  dacoits  have  been 
very  erud  and  barbarous.  These  pro- 
ceedings, however,  have  not,  the  Yioe- 
roy  says,  been  directed  against  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  but  against  inno- 
cent villagers.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
authority  we  have  set  up  to  protect  the 
innocent  villagers  against  these  men, 
who  have  been  guilty  of  murder  and 
plundering  of  tiie  very  worst  kind.  My 
noble  !Friend  tiie  Viceroy  assnree  me 
that  in  the  executicm  of  this  duty  there 
has  been  no  unnecessary  severity.  He 
says  that  the  general  pacification  of  the 
oonntry  is  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  can 
be  reasonably  expected.  The  country, 
however,  is  large  and  overspread  with, 
jungle,  and  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
expect  the  immediate  establishment  of 
peaee.  Then,  wiUi  regard  to  what  is 
called  indiscriminate  punishment  on  the 
part  of  the  military  officers,  the  Viceroy 
says  in  one  of  lus  most  recent  tele- 
grams— 

"  It  i§  certainly  not  true  that  priflonera  are 
ladiBarimiaately  Bh<A  by  troops.  Kzeoationi  at 
Mandalay  by  military  duriog  part  six  weoka 
have  beoQ  caaesof  con  rioted  offenders  aeatanced 
by  civil  officcre.  ElBewhere,  wheu  troo;^3  take 
marauders  red-handed,  leaders  are  occasionally 
shot ;  io  each  eaae  all  act  upon  advice  of  drh 
cheers  who  aoooaipa&y  coInnniB.  It  is  diffienlt 
to  diacrunioate  between  insurgents  aod  daotnts ; 
both  classes  plunder  and  kill  innocent  Tillagers, 
and  compel  peaceable  people  to  join  them.  Tt 
mnet  be  understood  that  these  bands  have  not 
come  into  existenee  ainco  oar  anival,  but  that 
dacoLty  has  been  long  rife  in  the  oouatry." 

This  is  tiie  latest  information  I  have 
from  the  Viceroy  as  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  Burmah.  I  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  any  additional  force 
will  be  required  beyond  that  now  em- 
ployed. On  the  contrary,  I  have  heard 
from  the  Vioeroy  that  there  is  even  a 
potaibility  already  Of  some  reduction 
being  mado  in  thd  foroel  As  to  the 
wobable  oost  of  the  operations,  the 
VioeM)^  InfonuB-  is«  that  h  will  not  es- 
oeed  40  lakhs.  At  the  old  nie  d  ex- 
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ohaDga  that  would  be  £400,000  ;  at  the 

E resent  rate  it  is  about  £300,000  ster- 
ng.  The  able  Commissioner  of  Lower 
Burmafa,  Mr.  Barnard,  thinks  it  probable 
that  the  deficit  for  the  first  two,  three, 
or  four  years  will  not  exceed  £20,000  or 
£30,000.  It  is  very  probable  that  after 
that  period  the  Expenditure  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  balanced  by  the  BeveDue, 
sod  that  eventually  there  will  be  a  sur- 
plus. There  is  this  to  be  said  with  re- 
to  those  estimates— that  sinoe Lower 
Burmah  has  been  occupied  by  us  ite 
progress  has  been  remarkable  as  to  trade 
and  all  other  elements  oi  pros^rity. 
No  other  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Dominions  has  made  greater  progress 
than  LowOT  Burmah.  Whether  or  not 
Upper  Burmah  will  make  equally  rapid 
progress,  we  may  reasonably  hope 
that  the  administration  of  the  country 
which  the  Viceroy  intends  shall  be  con- 
ducted cheaply  will  result  before  long 
in  the  Bevenue  surpassing  the  Expen- 
diture. The  expenditure  of  the  Expe- 
dition is  calculated  as  not  amounting  to 
more  than  £300,000  up  to  31st  of  March, 
which  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  large 
sum ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  contended 
that  this  is  not  a  case  in  which  the  In- 
dian Bevenues  may  fairly  be  charged 
with  it.  In  conclusion,  hia  Lordauip 
moved  the  Besolution  of  which  he  had 
^ven  Notice. 

Moved  to  resolve — 

"That  Her  Majesty  having  directed  a  mili- 
tary expedition  of  Her  forces  chnrgBd  upon 
lac  liao  revenues  to  be  despatched  agninst  the 
King  of  Ava,  this  Houm  consents  that  the 
reveoaes  of  India  shall  he  applied  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  military  operations  which  may 
be  carried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Indian  VoueBnom'^—^Tht Earl 
of  KimbifrUy.) 

LoBD  HABBIS  said,  it  was  gra- 
tifying to  the  Members  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment to  find  that  their  undertaking 
in  Burmah  met  with  the  approval  of  Her 
Majesty's  present  Advisers.  He  thought 
that  the  noble  Earl  would  perhaps  now 
admit  that  the  paragraph  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  referring  to  this  matter 
was  not  too  long,  or  inserted  by  way  of 
excuse  for  the  operations  in  Burmah. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  Cfommission 
whidi  the  late  Government  had  thought 
of  moving  for  with  regard  to  ibidia  was 
to  be  appointed ;  and  he  trusted  that  one 
result  would  be  that  those  who  differed 
on  the  clauses  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
TOttld  come  to  some  satisfactory  oonola- 

TAe  Earlo/KimUrl 


.  don.   He  did  not  gather  that  it  was 

necessary  that  the  Beaolution  of  the 
.  noble  Earl  should  be  brought  forward 
,  within  a  month  after  the  meeting  of 
j  Parliament.    But  it  had  been  out  of  the 
I  power  of  the  present  Government  to 
\  bring  it  forward  within  the  month, 
j  They  were,  however,  to  be  credited 
I  with  the  desire  to  bring  the  Besolution 
forward  as  soon  after  the  month  as  pos- 
sible.   It  was  not  neoessaiT  for  him  to 
go  into  the  reasons  why  the  fate  Govern- 
ment Uiought  it  right  that  the  country 
should  be  annexed ;  but  he  might  say 
that  the  Expeditiim  and  annexation  wer« 
not  undertaken  solely  with  the  idea  of 
extending  our  mercantile  enter^nrize. 
They  bad,  responsibilities  extending  to 
the  people  of  Lower  Burmah.  In  judging 
of  the  matter,  all  the  drcumstfunces 
which  led  up  to  the  Expedition  must  be 
taken  into  consideration.    The  various 
acts  of  interference  with  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  on  tbe  part  of  the  Burmese 
Government;  their  indifference  to  tbe 
Treaties  entered  into  in  1656,  18G2,  and 
1867  ;  their  relations  with  other  Powers 
as  well  as  England — all  these  matters 
had  to  be  considered.  As  the  noble  Blarl 
had  mentioned  the  civil  officials  at  Ma- 
dras, who  were  so  active  in  forwarding 
the  Expedition,  he  might  add  a  word 
fur  the  Madras  troops,  who  had  not  had 
many  opportunities  of  meeting  an  enemy 
in  the  field,  but  had  on  recent  oooaaiona 
shown  themselves  most  con^icuous  in 
actual  warfare.   He  was  glad  that  the 
course  which  Her  Majesty's  lata  Govern- 
ment thought  it  most  advisable  to  pur- 
sue with  regard  to  the  annexation  of 
Upper  Burmah  would  be  followed  by 
Her  Majesty's  present  Government.  He 
was  entirely  unable  to  agree  with  the 
remarks  which  the  noble  Marquess 
opposite  (the  Marquess  of  Bipon)  made 
in  a  speech  he  delivered  in  the  autumn, 
that  Siom.  among  the  Boyal  Princes  of 
Burmah  could  be  found  one  capable  of 
ascending  the  Throne.    No  doubt,  the 
noble  Marquess  would  have  had  ample 
choice,  for  King  Tbeebaw's  father  left 
over  70  children;  but  he  should  not 
have  luid  envied  him  the  task  of  se- 
lection, for,  from  what  he  heard,  he 
should  doubt  any  one  of  them  being 
,  fitted  for  so  onerous  a  position.  The 
i  noble  Earl  referred  to  the  annexation  of 
I  Native  States.    He  entirely  agreed  with 
<  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Earl  on  that 
I  point.   Great  stress  had  been  laid  on 
,  the  fact  that  the  Native  Princes  of  India 
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might  be  under  the  impreseion  that  a 
polioy  of  annexation  would  be  pnrsaed 
in  India  also.  He  could  not  nnderatand 
the  reasons  for  such  an  apprehension. 
It  was  not  the  polior  of  Her  Majesty's 
Gbrarnment  nor  of  late  Goremments. 
Quite  the  contrary.  Only  the  other  day 
the  fortress  of  Gwalior  wae  restored  to  the 
Prince ;  not  very  long  since  the  Nizam 
of  Hyderabad  and  the  Rajah  of  Mysore 
were  restored  to  power;  and  the  Maha- 
rajah Holkar  had,  on  several  occasions, 
recefred  very  considerable  honours.  Ou 
all  those  occasions  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  been  quite 
different  from  a  policy  of  annexation  of 
the  Native  States;  and  as  long  as  the 
Native  Princes  governed  their  territories 
with  justice  and  moderation  so  long 
might  they  be  assured  that  they  would 
be  continued  in  the  government.  He 
believed  that  there  was  ihe  greatest 
hope  for  the  peace  of  the  world  in  the 
proximity  of  China  and  Great  Britain. 
The  neighbourhood  of  two  saoh  trading 
nations  argued  well  for  the  prospect  of 
peace  in  that  part  of  the  world.  When 
the  late  Government  were  in  power  fre- 
quent reports  of  acts  of  dacoity  in  Upper 
Burmah  came  to  this  country.  He  was 
afraid  that  dacoity  was  the  normal  state 
of  things  in  Upper  Burmah ;  and  it  was 
not  wonderful  that  those  who  felt  their 
occupation  going  should  endeavour  to 
strike  one  last  blow  for  it.  He  was 
C^ad  to  hear  from  the  noble  Lord  that 
there  were  great  hopes  of  the  country 
being  brought  into  a  peaceable  condition 
without  much  delay ;  and  he  trusted  that 
in  a  very  short  time  the  people  might 
be  able  to  settle  down  to  their  business, 
and  that  we  should  find,  as  in  the  Lower 
Province,  that  the  Bevenae,  bnsinesa, 
and  trade  of  the  cottntrr  had  increased 
at  an  enormous  rate.  He  would  not  go 
into  all  the  circumstances  which  led  Her 
Majesty's  late  Government  to  think 
Aat  annexation  was  the  proper  course, 
but  would  only  say  that  they  acted  solely 
fW>m  a  feeling  of  the  responsibility  at- 
taching to  them  in  governing  British 
India,  and  recognized  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  the  people  of  Lower  Burmah  as  well 
as  of  India  to  insist  that  the  Treaties  to 
which  Theebaw  wae  a  party  should  be 
recognised  by  him,  that  justice  and 
honest  treatment  should  be  dealt  oat  to 
those  who  were  trading  in  that  oonntir, 
and  that  no  eSKjlnsive  znflueDce  should 
be  idlowed  to  any  other  nation. 


The  Dusk  of  OAMBBIDGB  :  On  the 
part  of  the  Army  I  desire  to  say  that  I 
entirely  a^e  with  what  has  been  said 
on  both  Bides  of  the  House  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  militai^  operations 
have  been  conducted.  I  entirely  endorse 
the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  that  the  foot  that  this  has  been 
a  very  bloodless  and  a  very  short  Expedi- 
tion adds  to  the  credit  of  those  engaged 
in  it. 

The  Eabl  of  NORTHBROOK  said, 
he  thought  the  military  operations  in 
Burmah  were  justified  by  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  He  also  thought, 
havingread  with  attention  the  Bine  Book 
which  had  been  circulated  among  their 
Txirdsbips,  that  the  greatest  moderation 
had  been  exercised  by  successive  Ad- 
ministrations in  dealing  with  the  affairs 
of  Burmah.  It  had  been  shown  by  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Oranbrook), 
by  Lord  Hartington,  and  by  his  noble 
^end,  now  Secretary  of  State  tor  India 
(the  Earl  of  Eimberley),  by  his  noble 
Friend  below  him  (the  Marqnessof  Ripon) 
and  by  the  present  Viceroy  of  India.  The 
particular  persons  who  might  have  to 
deal  with  questions  of  that  kind  as  they 
arose  formed  an  important  element  in 
the  conclusion  at  which  a  Government 
might  arrive.  Two  of  the  ofiScers  con- 
cerned. Sir  Oharles  Aitchison  and  Mr. 
Bernard,  were  well  known  for  their 
high  character  and  great  modwation  of 
opinicma.  He  quite  agreed  that  in 
forming  a  judgment  in  this  matter  they 
must  look  to  ^  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  also  to  (nronmstanceB  extending* 
over  many  years;  for  diffionltiea  with 
Bnrmah  arose  before  the  year  1879.  He 
would  not  like  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
war  had  followed  in  oonsequenoe  of  any 
troubles  connected  with  a  British  Oom- 
pany  trading  in  Burmah,  or  of  any 
matters  of  that  kind.  The  causes  which 
had  prodaced  this  war  were  far  more 
important,  extending  over  many  years, 
and  involving  circumstances  of  far 
greater  moment  than  any  trading  diffi- 
culties. There  was  no  doubt,  whatever 
the  cause  of  the  war  might  be,  that  the 
operations  had  been  admirably  or- 
ganized and  sucoessftilly  carried  out ;  and 
he  was  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Harris)  pay  a  tribute  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Madras  Army,  which 
came  from  him  with  peculiar  grace  in 
consequence  of  his  hereditary  connec- 
tion witib  that  l^e^enoy.    It  was 
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a  gireat  adTttii1i^«  to  that  Annj  to 
hare  im  opportunity  of  abowiog  what 
tiiey  could  do.  As  to  the  qnestion  <^ 
anndxation,  he  looked  upon  it  as  one  of 
the  very  highest  importance;  and  he 
Tould  certainly  hare  preferred  if  it  had 
been  found  possible  to  hare  avoided  the 
aanexation  of  Bonnah.  But  be  vas,  at 
the  same  time,  folly  aware  of  the  great 
diffienltiea  attending  any  otiier  urange- 
ment,  and  he  was  pr^red  to  aeo^t  vith 
confidraoe  the  deliberate  opinion  ez- 
preased  by  Lord  Duffsrin  on  the  subject, 
that  the  only  course  that  oould  be  taken 
\rith  a  proper  regard  to  the  interests  of 
Her  Majesty's  Dominious  in  India  vas 
to  incorporate  Burmah  in  Her  Majesty's 
Empire.  He  must,  however,  express  his 
regret  that  neither  in  Her  Majesty's 
Gh-acious  Speech,  nor  in  what  had  fallen 
from  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State,  nor  in  the  speeeh  of  the  noble 
liord  opposite,  had  there  been  any  men- 
tion whaterer  made  of  the  most  import- 
ant announoement  that  was  ever  made 
bythe  English  Gtovemment  since  thetime 
of  its  first  connection  with  India — he  re- 
ferred to  the  Proolamation  of  the  year 
1698,  in  which  it  was  announced  that 
Her  Mfuasty  did  not  desire  any  exten- 
sion of  Her  Dominions  in  India.  That 
was  one  of  the  most  solemn  steps  ever 
taken  by  any  Government ;  and  he  would 
have  liked  to  see,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  neoeasity  for  annexation  was  an- 
nounced, some  words  used  at  any  rate  to 
show  that  the  great  principle  that  except 
under  imperative  oircumetances  annexa- 
tioH  should  not  be  resorted  to,  would  be 
adhered  to.  He  did  not,  however,  attri- 
bute the  omission  of  any  notice  of  that 
Frod[amati(»i  to  anything  more  than 
accident,  and  certainly  not  to  any  dis- 
position on  the  other  side  of  the  House  to 
depart  from  the  great  principle  that  it 
announced,  for  the  noHe  Marquess  op- 
ponte  (the  Marquess  of  Balisbuzy)  hcul 
shown  by  his  conduct,  in  respect  to  the 
Mysore  State  and  upon  other  occasions, 
that  he  accepted  and  adopted  the  policy 
annonnoed  in  the  Prodamation.  With 
regard  to  the  qnestiMi  of  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  55th.  section  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  Act,  this  was  an  occasion, 
if  ever  there  was  one,  on  which  it  was 
necessary  to  refer  to  it.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  object  and  intention 
of  that  section  was  to  place  a  check 
on  the  Prerogative  of  the  Orown  withre- 
j^eot  to  the  de<daratipn  of  war  in  India. 

ThtEurlofNMiMn-ook 


That  was  the  explanation  which  was 
given  by  the  Earl  of  Derby  and  by  Lord 
Beaconsfi^d  (Mr.  Disraeli)  at  the  time. 
The  latter,  when  Obanodlor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, sud,  in  the  House  of  Ooin- 
mons,  on  JtUy  6,  1858 — 

"  The  power  of  declaring  peace  and  war 
might  be  left  to  the  SoTereign  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  coDDtry.  and  with  a  Honsa  <rf 
Oomnons  Uist  voted  Uie  Soppliea  and  had  s 
legitioaate  and  constitntional  Di<«e  of  expreanng 
its  opinion.  But  if  the  poww  of  dedaoBg  war 
and  peace  was  left  entirely  in  the  bands  of  the 
Sovereign  in  India  there  were  not  the  means  of 
controlling  its  ezardse  that  existed  in  thia 
coentry,  and  a  policy  might  be  panned  «m- 
tremely  injurious  to  the  natioaal  intereata." 
—  {ZSaniard,  [151]  1014) 

And  he  called  it  a  "  salutary  and  poKtio 
proviuon The  present  Prime  Minister 
was  the  originator  of  that  section ;  and  he 
had  expressed  the  opinion  more  than 
once,  with  the  greatest  deliberation,  that 
it  was  the  distinct  intention  of  the  eeetion 
that  the  consent  of  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament should  precede  warlike  opera- 
tions in  India,  »oept  in  the  case  of  in- 
vaeion  or  of  m^nt  necessity.  In  the 
present  case  thme  vas  bo  dispute  that 
tJie  war  was  necessary,  n«th<»  wasthera 
any  dispute,  he  (the  Earl  of  North- 
brook)  presumed,  that  there  was  no 
great  urgency  in  the  case.  But,  sup- 
poring  in  the  opinion  of  both  Honses 
of  Parliament  this  war  were  an  un< 
just  one.  What  possible  remedy  would 
there  be  ?  The  war  was  over  and  the 
oountry  had  been  annexed.  He  thought 
their  Lordships  would  see  that  the  jwo- 
vision  in  the  Act  which  was  delibe- 
rately intended  by  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament to  place  a  cheek  on  the  exer- 
ciae  of  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown 
had  tmfortunately  become  a  dead  letter, 
and  that  matters  remained  precisely  in 
the  oondition  they  were  before  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  Act  was  passed. 
Whatever  opinion  they  might  hold  on 
the  subject,  there  oonld  be  no  donbtthat 
that  was  tiie  praotioal  result;  and  ho 
confessed  that  he  was  somewhat  asto- 
nished to  hear  his  noUe  Friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  say  that  thia 
matter  was  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  If  ever 
there  was  a  case  which  did  not  require 
elucidation  by  a  Committee  this  was  it. 
Undoubtedly'  the  highest  authorities 
differed  with  respect  to  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  clause;  but  there  could 
be  no  doubt  Aat  the  rMolt  of  thia  dif* 
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fngezkte  of  opinion  was  thai  ibft  iniea- 
tioDa  of  Pacliaraent  liad  become  illu- 
Bory.  He  veatved  to  Bubmik  to  Her 
Majeatiy's  Qov«rainentth.atit  was  hardly 
ft  oasa  for  inquiry.  It  waB  a  case  in- 
Tolviog  importaiLt  oonriderations  as  to 
what  limitatdOiiB  oueht  to  be  placed  on 
the  Prerogative  of  Uie  Crown ;  and  be 
thought  it  was  too  much,  to  ask  for  a 
Commiitee  consisting  of  both  Houses  of 
Pa^ament  to  help  Her  Msqaaby^a  Go- 
vernment to  come  to  a  conclusioD  as  to 
what  really  on^ht  to  be  done  to  remedy 
this  state  of  things.  The  Prime  Minister 
had  admitted  more  than  once  that  the 
law  had  been  broken.  This  matter 
was  one  of  grave  importance,  and  he 
tmsted  that  the  Government  would  not 
make  the  announcement  of  their  oonolu- 
sion  as  final,  but  that  they  would  give  a 
deliberate  conclusion  on  this  matter,  and 
announce  it  to  their  Lordships.  Not 
only  had  this  war  been  undertaken,  bat 
a  territory,  he  believed  as  large  as 
France,  had  been  annexed  to  the  British 
Empire  without  the  cognizance  by  Par- 
liamMit  of  the  fact,  and  without  anj- 
possibUitiy  that  Parliammt  oould  inter- 
fere, if  it  had  wished  to  do  so,  by  an 
Address  to  the  Grown,  to  retraee  tiie 
steps  which  the  Goremmeikt  had  taken. 
This  annexation  was  annoonoed  within 
a  fortnight  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
The  Proclamation  was  issued  on  the  3 1  st 
of  December,  and  Parliam^t  met  on  the 
13th  of  January.  The  final  step  was  even 
taken  before  the  late  Government  had 
time  to  receive  a  deliberate  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  Yioeroy  of  India. 
That  expression  of  opinion  had  only  been 
received  since  the  late  Government  left 
Office;  so  they  had,  notwithstanding  the 
attempt  to  place  a  check  on.  the  Preroga- 
tive of  the  Grown,  made  in  1656,  a  war 
for  which  there  was  really  no  urgen^, 
which  was  entered  into  without  the  con- 
wnt  of  Parliament ;  in  additicm  to  which 
a  large  territory  was  annexed  without 
any  possibility  of  the  opinion  of  Faiilia- 
ment  being  expressed  as  to  whether  that 
annexation  was  right  or  wrong.  He  did 
not  entertain  the  opiuiou  that  this  matter 
could  be  left  alone  and  handed  over  to 
a  Oommittee  of  both  Houses  to  inquire 
into.  It  was  a  question  which  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  take  into  their  serious 
consideration,  more  especially  after  the 
Btiong  expcesaion  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  Prime  Miniater,  and  decide  on 
thfiit  own.  responaibiliit; ,  That'  shoold 


or  «h<»ild  not  he  the  re^  power  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  with  respect,  to 
matters  affecting  in  so  serious  a  degree 
the  interests — it  might  be,  indeed,  the 
safety'-of  the  Indian  Empire,  and  the 
best  interests  of  this  country. 

ViscouKT  CBANBEOOIC:  I  do  not 
propose  to  disouss  the  question  raised 
by  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  North- 
brook)  beoauae  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
mant  hare  adopted  the  course  disp«ied 
by  him.  I  wish,  however,  to  say  that 
the  late  Lord  Derby  in  1667  said,  most 
difltinotly,  that  it  was  never  intended  to 
control  the  Prerogative  of  the  Sovereign, 
and  the  only  thing  intended  was  to  put 
a  cixwk  on  the  expenditure  by  Padia- 
ment.  The  present  Prime  Minister's 
statement  was  no  doubt  strong  as  to  a 
particular  case ;  but  he  admitted  that, 
when  tiiere  were  special  drcumstanoes, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  proceed  with- 
out the  consent  of  Parliament.  I  am 
one  of  i^oee  who  think  that  one  of  the 
best  courses  wnueeted  with  the  proceed- 
ings in  Burmah  was  that  the  blow  fol- 
lowed the  word,  and  tiiat  thora  was  no 
time  for  gating  up  a  conteet  whxeh 
might  have  led  to  a  lai^  amount  of 
bl(K»dshed,  disartrons  to  that  oountxy 
and  injurious  to  this,  and  by  acting 
promptly  and  decisively  the  a&ir  was 
bronght  to  an  end.  With  respect  to 
the  Committee,  it  will  not  he  charged 
with  the  interpretation  of  the  clause, 
but  whether  the  ambiguity  of  the  clause 
is  such  as  to  need  some  legislation  to  put 
it  right.  I  must  warn  my  noble  Friend 
that  we  must  not  interpret  statutes  by 
those  who  may  have  brought  Aem  in,  hut 
by  the  Legal  Anthoritiea  who  have  to 
:  construe  them  at  the  preset  day. 

The  Eabl  of  KEMBEBLEY:  I  am 
greatly  obliged  to  my  noble  Friend  for 
giving  me  this  oppOTtanity  of  saying 
that  Her  Majesty's  GK>v0mmeiit  attaon 
the  highest  impoiianee  to  the  obserranoe 
of  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  famous 
Proclamation  of  18fi8.  Nothing  has 
done  more  to  form  and  strei^then  Her 
M^esty's  rule  in  India  than  the  steady 
adberoice  to  those  principles ;  and  the 
Native  Princes  of  India  will  understand 
that,  in  the  present  case,  the  exception 
only  proves  the  rule,  wid  that  there  is  no 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  present  Gto- 
vemment,  and  certainly  no  probability  of 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  any  Govern- 
ment whieh  holds  power  in  this  country, 
tod^wtirvnatheprinfli^Mol  that  fro- 
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olamation.  With  regard  to  the  seoond 
point,  I  have  to  point  out  that  it  is  not 
a  very  tmuBual  coutbo  to  refer  to  a  Oom- 
mittee  the  examination  of  the  manner  in 
which  an  Aot  of  Parliament  ia  worked, 
eepecially  when  two  clauses  of  that  Aot 
have  been  declared  to  be  ambi^ous. 
It  is  not  that  the  Committee  will  hare  to 
determine  the  meaning  of  the  Act ;  but 
they  have  to  consider  whether,  by  the 
light  of  experience  which  we  have  ob- 
tained since  the  Act  came  into  force,  that 
portion  of  the  Aot,  or  any  otiier  portion 
of  it,  requires  amendment.  I  think  that 
Buch  a  oourae  ia  more  likely  to  lead  to 
a  satis&otory  reeolt  than  that  this 
isolated  subject  shoold  be  dealt  with  by 
Her  Majesty's  GoTemment. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY:  My 
Lords,  I  cannot  entirely  admit,  what  the 
late  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (the 
Earl  of  Northbrook)  seems  to  assume, 
that  the  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
is  not  carried  out  in  its  original  inter- 
pretation. I  do  not  venture  to  offer  any 
interpretation  myself  as  to  what  that 
clause  may  mean ;  but  I  have  a  very 
distinct  recollection  of  the  occasion 
when  it  was  inserted,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  the  intention  of  Parliament 
has  been  in  the  least  degree  frustrated. 
What  was  the  ciroumstance  which  in- 
duced Parliament  to  insert  that  clause  ? 
It  was  the  Persian  War  of  1857,  a  war 
that  was  undertaken  by  t}ie  Indian  Go- 
vemmest,  paid  for  by  the  Indian  (Jo- 
vernment,  and  concluded  by  them  with- 
out the  oiroumstance  coming  under  the 
review  of  Parliament  in  any  way  what- 
ever. It  was  held  that  that  was  uncon- 
stitutional ;  that  it  gave  the  Queen  a 
power  in  India  which  she  did  not  possess 
in  England;  but  I  never  understood 
then,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  ever  was 
the  intention  of  making  the  consent  of 
Parliament  a  condition  precedent  before 
the  Goveniment  went  to  war.  That  is 
not  the  law  of  England,  and  it  was  not 
intended  to  make  it  the  law  in  India. 
What  vas  intended  was  that  in  the  case 
of  wars  waged  by  the  Indian  Govera- 
ment,  like  those  waged  by  England,  the 
whole  matter  should  necessarily  come 
under  the  oonbrol  and  judgment  uf  Par- 
liament, 80  that  the  action  of  the  Exeou- 
tive  might  be  condemned  or  approved. 
In  that  sense,  when  you  remember  the 
precedent  of  the  Persian  War,  I  believe 
the  clause  has  done  its  work,  because 
each  sucoesaive  war  undertaken  from. 
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the  Indian  Bevenues  has  been  submitted 
to  Parliament  and  approved.  There  is 
another  matter  which  was  referred  to  in 
the  course  of  this  debate  of  so  much  im- 
portance that  I  venture  to  add  a  word 
with  respect  to  it— that  is  the  bearing 
of  this  Burmese  War  upon  the  Procla- 
mation of  1858.  Of  course,  I  entirely 
concur  with  the  noble  Lords  when  they 
say  that  nothing  can  be  further  from 
the  minds  of  statesmen  on  either  side  of 
the  House  than  to  impair  in  the  slight- 
est degree  the  saoredness  of  the  obliga- 
tions undertaken  by  the  Government  in 
that  Froolamation ;  but  I  do  not  beUere 
that  this  Burmese  War  has  even  ap- 
parenUy  effected  them.  That  Procla- 
mation was  addressed  to  the  Native 
Princes,  who  were  the  Queen*e  allies 
and  feudatories  in  India  at  that  time ; 
and  the  King  of  Burmah  never  admitted 
that  he  stood  in  any  such  relation  to  the 
Queen.  That  Proclamation  was  no 
more  addressed  to  the  King  of  Burmah 
than  to  the  Emperor  of  Kussia,  or  the 
Ameer  of  Samarcand.  It  was  addretsed 
to  those  Native  Princes  who  stood  in  a 
relation  of  allegiance  to  the  paramount 
Power;  and,  therefore,  what  has  occurred 
in  Burmah  is  not  an  infraction  of  the 
ProolamatioQ.  I  should  be  very  aorry 
indeed  if  the  slightest  doubt  were  to 
be  entertained  as  to  the  sanetaty  of  that 
Proclamation.  I  would  avoid  even  sw- 
ing that  the  exception  has  proved  t£a 
rule.  There  has  been  no  exception,  and 
the  Prodamation  remains  in  all  its  in- 
tegrity. The  course  of  this  debate  has 
been  thoroughly  satisfactory  to  the 
Members  of  the  late  Government,  for  it 
has  been  well  established  that  this  war 
was  not  undertaken  through  any  greed 
of  annexation,  or  through  any  desire  to 
extend  British  trade.  It  has  been  re- 
cognized that  it  was  actually  forced 
upon  us.  The  noble  Earl  has  blamed 
us  a  little  by  implication  because  we  did 
not  wait  for  Parliament  to  assemble 
before  giving  orders  for  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  hostile  operations. 

The  Euu.  of  EIMBEBLEY  said, 
that  what  he  had  refexred  to  was  the 
annexation. 

THsMAsauBss  of  SALISBUBT:  The 
noble  Earl  will  remember  thai  annexa- 
tion is  not  a  matter  dealt  with  in  the 
slightest  degree  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  only  deals  with  military  ope- 
rations. With  respect  to  those  opera- 
tions, I  do  not  wish  to  penetrate  deeply 
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into  the  qaestion,  which  is  a  toxj  delicate 
one.  The  subject  came  before  me  as 
Foreign  Minister,  and  it  was  from  the 
point  of  riew  of  the  Foreign  Office 
that  we  determined  that  no  delay 
should  take  place  before  action  was 
taken.  The  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  repudiated,  and 
very  justly,  in  his  speech  the  idea  that 
we  bad  undertaken  this  war  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  our  trade,  and 
showed  that  the  question  whether  there 
should  not  be  more  interference  in  the 
affairs  of  Bunuah  has  been  under  the 
atteotion  of  the  India  Office  for  a  good 
many  years.  I  myself  remember  asking 
Lord  Lawrence  in  consultation  30  years 
ago ;  whether  some  measures  could  not 
be  taken  for  bringing  the  GoTernment 
of  Burmah  to  a  more  reasonable  frame 
of  mind  and  stopping  the  misgovern- 
meat  of  the  country ;  and  I  believe  that 
it  was  nothing  but  a  desire  to  avoid 
annexation,  or  any  such  breach  of  our 
ordinary  practice,  that  induced  the  Qo- 
veroment  to  tolerate  the  state  of  affairs 
in  Barmah  for  so  many  years.  It  was 
only  the  necessity  of  their  position 
which  forced  the  Ladian  Qovemment  to 
break  that  reserve  at  last.  I  believe 
that  no  war  has  been  more  thoroughly 
justified;  and  inayearortwo  the  change 
that  has  been  made  will  result  in  advan- 
tage not  only  to  the  people  in  our  Indian 
Empire,  but  also  to  the  people  whom 
we  have  now  subjected  to  ^e  beneficent 
rule  of  the  Queen. 

Lord  NA.PIER  of  MAGDALA.  said, 
that  no  one  who  had  read  the  Blue 
Book  relating  to  our  affair  with  Burmah, 
or  was  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
our  earliest  relations  with  that  country, 
could  attribute  for  a  moment  the  motive 
of  commercial  advantage  or  the  exten- 
sion of  trade  as  the  incentive  to  war. 
No  other  nation  in  the  world  would  have 
been  so  long-suffering  and  patient  under 
the  injuries  and  iosults  of  the  Burmese 
Qovemment  as  the  British  nation.  The 
Burmese  had  been  &om  the  beginning 
i^pgressire  neighbours.  They  invaded 
.^^am  and  Chittagong,  and,  but  for  our 
presence,  would  have  conquered  Lower 
Bengal.  The  action  of  the  Burmese  in 
endeavouring  to  form  dose  relations 
with  other  Eoropean  nations  whose  only 
means  of  approaching  them  would  have 
been  through  our  territory  was  likely  to 
create  serious  complications  with  those 
nations.   Taking  into  consideration  the 
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value  of  the  mineral  resources  of  Bur- 
mah and  the  routes  which  it  supplied 
through  Bhamo  for  trade  with  Ohina,  he 
believed  the  country  would  amply  repay 
the  expenses  of  its  administration.  The 
Punjab,  which  when  first  annexed  was 
considered  likely  to  be  an  unprofitable 
acquisition,  afforded  an  apposite  ex- 
ample. Sir  John  Lawrence  had  very 
anxious  doubts  regarding  the  Bevenue  of 
that  country,  which  was  also  liable  to 
the  same  disturbances  as  those  now  pre- 
valent in  Burmah.  Bands  of  daooits 
committed  acts  of  violence  and  blood- 
shed, and  the  frontiers  were  disturbed. 
Sir  John  Lawrence,  by  very  severe  exe- 
cutions, put  down  acts  of  violence,  and 
the  frontiers  were  gradually  reduced  to 
order,  as,  no  doubt,  would  be  the  case  in 
Burmah  in  a  short  time.  It  was  ex- 
tremely gratifying  to  all  who  were  con- 
nected with  and  interested  in  India  to 
hear  the  thorough  approval  expressed  on 
both  sides  of  tho  House  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Viceroy  of  India  and  the 
forces  employed  had  conducted  the  con- 
quest and  annexation  of  that  conntry. 

&f  otion  agrted  to. 

MARBIAaES  VAUDITT  BILL^No.  11.) 

( Th«  Lord  Bithop  cf  Carliile.) 
SECOND  &EAOIN0. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

TnE  Bishop  of  OABLISLE,  in  rising 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  that  its  object  was  to 
remove  the  doubts  which  surrounded 
certain  marriages  contracted  between 
English  and  Scotch  parties.  It  often 
occurred  that  two  people,  one  of  whom 
was  Scotch,  desired  to  be  married  in  an 
English  parish  church  by  banns.  The 
banns  of  the  party  residing  in  England 
were  published  in  the  ordinary  way. 
The  Scotch  party  to  the  contract  pro- 
duced on  the  wedding  day  a  certificate 
stating  that  the  marriage  bad  been  pro- 
claimed in  an  Established  Church  in 
Scotland,  and  that  no  objection  had  been 
raised.  The  clergyman  in  England, 
acting  upon  this  certificate,  and  conuder- 
ing  it  as  equivalent  to  a  proclamation  of 
banns,  married  the  parties.  It  was  clear 
to  anyone  who  looked  at  the  Statute 
4  Geo.  IV.,  0.  76,  that  the  Scotch  certifi- 
cate did  not  satisfy  the  conditions  of 
the  Act,  which  required  that  the  banns 
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Bhould  be  pubHshed  in  the  express 
words  of  the  rubric  preoeding  the  ser- 
vice for  the  solemnization  of  matrimon; 
in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  The 
result  of  this  state  of  things  was  that 
doabt  had  been,  thrown  upon  the  validity 
of  such  murioges  as  he  had  described. 
He  had  fr<Mn  time  to  time  warned  the 
clergy  in  his  diooese  that  it  was  danger- 
ous to  many  parties  on  the  strengUi  of 
the  Scotch  certificate,  which,  however, 
appeared  snoh  a  plausible  dooament  that 
it  was  difficult  for  clergymen  to  realize 
the  danger  to  whic^  the  contracting 
parties  were  exposed.  The  purpose  of 
the  Bill  was  to  remove  all  doubts  as  to 
the  validity  of  marriages  performed  in 
the  way  which  he  had  described.  The 
measure  consisted  practically  of  a  clause 
found  in  a  Bill  passed  in  1885  by  their 
Lordshipe  with  the  object  of  validating 
certain  marriages.  The  Bill  failed  to 
pass  in  the  other  House. 

JftffA^  "IhattheBiUbenowread  2*." 
—(7%»  Lori  Bit/up  »f  Oarli$U.) 

Thb  Earl  of  SEI^BOBNE  said,  that 
with  very  little  enoouragement  he  would 
be  ^prepared  to  re-introduce  the  Bill  to 
which  tlie  right  rev.  Filiate  had  re- 
ferred. It  Tas  very  desirable  to  put  an 
end  to  the  continual  recurrence  of  spe- 
cial legislation  to  render  valid  muriages 
about  which  there  were  doubts.  A  very 
good  case  had  been  made  out  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  BUI  before  the 
House.  It  was  unfortunate  that  persons, 
for  want  of  such  legislation,  should  find 
themselves  in  a  position  of  uncertainiy 
about  the  validity  of  their  marriage. 
The  Bill  which  passed  through  this 
House  last  year  was  carefully  guarded 
againstany  possibility  of  openittgthe  door 
to  loosely-contracted  marriages  ;  it  was 
limited  to  solemn  marriages  in  church,  or 
other  place  of  worship,  or  in  a  Eegis- 
trar's  office;  and  it  was  limited  to  in- 
formalities, not  in  the  neglect  of,  but  in 
the  oompUance  with,  tiLOse  forms  re- 
quired by  the  existing  Marriage  Acts 
which  exclude  the  notion  of  dondettine 
or  hasty  marriages.  It  ires  a  dis- 
appointment to  him  that,  on  the  change 
of  Government,  his  Successor  on  the 
Woolsack  did  not  accept  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  believing  that  it  would 
open  the  door  to  dangerous  laxity.  He 
still  believed  it  would  be  better  to  pass 
a  general  measure  that  would  obviate 
the  necessity  of  dealing  with  classes  of 

Th»  Bithep  of  CarUde 
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oases,  and  would  remove  dcnbte  ae  to 
legal  validity  where  the  error  was  one 
of  form,  and  not  one  of  sabstanoe. 

LoBD  HALSBUET  said,  that  while 
he  fully  concurred  in  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  he  could  not  agree  to  the 

firinciple  enunciated  by  the  noble  and 
earned  Earl  opposite  (the  Barl  of  8eU 
borne)  that  a  general  Act  should  be 
passed  to  legalize  d  priori  all  marriages 
in  which  there  had  been  a  doubt.  He 
was  quite  unable  to  conjecture  the 
amount  of  confusion  and  uncertainty 
which  would  arise  were  any  avuh.  Bill 
passed. 

Motion  agreed  U ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  commitUd  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  2%ur$day  next. 

PARLIAMENT— VENTILATION  OF  THE 
COMMITTEE  ROOMS. 
QUESTION. 

The  Eabl  of  BELMOBE  asked  the 
First  Oommissioner  of  Works,  Whe- 
ther any  steps  have  been  taken  during 
the  Beoese  to  iinprore  the  ventilation  of 
the  Committee  Booms  ? 

Thb  FIE8T  COMMISSIONKB  (Th« 
Earl  of  Moblbt),  in  reply,  said,  that 
changes  had  been  made  with  the  view 
of  obviating  the  objections  to  the  bad 
ventilation  of  the  Committee  Booms. 
Larger  provieion  had  been  made  for  the 
ingress  of  fresh  air  and  the  egress  of 
foul  air,  and  he  hoped  the  reanlte  would 
be  satisfactory. 

THE  CONDITION  OF  IRELAND 
("  BOTCfOTTING,"  &c.) 
QtJESTIOW.  OBSEBTATIOH8. 

TiscouNT  CRANBBOOK,  in  rising  to 
a^k  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council, 
Whether  Her  Ma  j  eety 's  Government  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  such  information  as 
can  be  given  without  injury  to  the  Public 
Service  on  the  present  condition  of  Ire- 
land in  respect  to  "Boycotting"  and  such 
outrages  ?  said  :  My  Lords,  since  I  gave 
Notice  of  the  Question  things  have  hap- 
pened which  have  made  it  even  more 
important  to  ask  it  than  it  was  before. 
The  mode  in  which  Questions  as  to  the 
policy  of  the  Government  have  been 
met  in  this  House  has  relieved  me  from 
a  difficulty ;  and  I  do  not  intend,  after 
the  failure  of  my  noble  Friends  (Lord 
Salisbury  and  Lord  Aahbonme),  as  re- 
spects the  policy  of  the  Govennnent^  to 
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sndettronr  to  extort  an  answer.  It  aeems 
to  me  that  the  Chief  of  the  GbTemoietit, 
the  maater  of  the  pack,  has  adtrpted  Sir 
Edmund  Henderson's  device  of  putting 
muzzlee  on  all  the  paok  in  this  House, 
probably  from  eome  roar  that  the  rabies 
with  wmoh  they  are  snppmed  to  be  in- 
fected might  be  prematurely  manifoated. 

noble  Earl  (Earl  Spenoer),  when 
he  spoke  at  the  beginning  of  the  Session, 
addressed  himself  to  the  late  Govern- 
ment as  if  they  had  been  guilty  of  great 
l(uhe$,  by  which  they  had  produced  a 
state  of  things  in  Ireland  which  he 
Tentured  to  say  was  "  tenfold,  and  even 
a  hundredfold,"  worse  than'  that  which 
existed  when  he  was  responBible  for  the 
government  of  Ireland.  He  said  that 
we  had  interfered  with  the  progress  of 
law  and  order.  I  do  not  intend  to  go 
into  a  defence  of  the  late  Government. 
For  the  purpose  of  my  Question  I  will 
assume  that  everything  was  as  stated  by 
ttie  noble  Eari,  and  that,  in  consequence 
of  our  policy,  there  was  such  an  increase 
in  the  force  of  the  National  League, 
which,  no  man  can  separate  from  "  Boy- 
cotting," as  to  make  it  tenfold  or  a 
hundredfold  worse  than  it  was  whm  he 
left  Ireland.  Well,  my  Lords,  what  fol- 
lows from  that  ?  Why,  that  there  is 
tenfold  or  a  hundredfold  more  neoessity 
for  action  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  have  taken  the  opportunity  of 
refreshing  my  memory  with  a  reference 
to  the  report  of  the  noble  Earl's  speech ; 
and  I  find  that  the  noble  Earl  said 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  some 
part  of  the  Crimes  Act  should  be  re- 
enacted.  The  noble  Earl,  addressing 
himself  to  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
(Lord  Ashbourne),  eaid — 

"  I  would  ask  tlie  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
vhether  he  can  now  lely  upon  a  jarj  In  Ireland 
for  convicHng  a  man  committed  for  agrarian 
erine,  or  erune  oonneeted  wiHh  agrariau  mat- 
teai   I  aakhim,  can  he  uowrelyP" 

He  afterwards  said — 

"  I  greatly  fear  that  the  condition  of  Ireland) 
with  regard  to  intimidation  and  '  Boycotting,' 
is  more  serioui  than  it  hu  erer  been  before. 
....  I  maintain  that  it  bu  iocrsased  tenfold 
or  a  btutdredfold  aooe  I  had  Qa  respouibilitr 
of  the  L^ah  GoTemment." 

I  want  to  ask  what  is  going  to  be  done 
with  this  intimidation  and  "Boycot- 
ting?" Is  it  to  be  stopped,  or  is  it 
to  D6  left  to  simmer  and  get  higher, 
pocfaaps  to  boiHng  point,,  before  any- 
thing is  done  with  respect  to  it?  We 
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are  toM  that  we  are  not  yethiposseti- 
sion  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
even  as  to  the  maintenance  of  social 
order;  but  have  they  a  policy?  Mr. 
Chamberlain  aay^— "We  cannot  give 
it,  because  we  have  not  one."  But  the 
question  of  a  general  pcMty  for  Ireland 
is  one  thing,  and  the  duty  of  the  Execu- 
tive is  quite  another  thing.  The  tvant 
of  a  policy  on  tiie  part  of  the  Government 
of  Ireland  may  be  a  serious  matter. 
This  is  also  a  point  which  has  been  much 
altered  by  what  has  passed  in  "another 
place."  Mr.  Morley  says  that  the  ques- 
tion whether  he  or  any  other  English 
Minister  shall  rule  Ireland  is  approach- 
ing solution  one  way  or  the  other.  I 
should  like  to  ask  whether,  if  the  rule 
of  Englishmen  is  to  cease  in  Ireland, 
Irishmen  will  be  allowed  to  take  part  in 
the  ruling  of  England  7  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  question  must  arise.  But 
this  becomes  a  very  serious  matter,  in- 
deed, when  you  are  dealing  with  the 
question  of  what  an  EnKlish  Uinister 
will  do.  First  of  all,  he  disparages 
English  rule,  and  takes  upon  himseR  a 
duty  which  certainly  is  quite  inconsis- 
tent with  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
Gevemment,  because  he  says  he  is  going 
to  take  the  place  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
practically,  and  revise  the  decisions  of 
the  Courts  ;  he  will  not  execute  the  de- 
crees of  the  Courts  unless  he  is  satisfied 
that  they  are  just.  I  know  Mr.  Morley 
has  qualified  thai.  He  says  the  ques- 
tion— 

"Whether or  not  the  Forces  of  the  Crown 
should  be  lued  in  carrying  out  every  eviction 
for  which  the  shadow  of  a  legal  title  or  justi- 
fication can  be  Aiade  ovt  ia  a  qaeetion  whit^ 
Exeoutive  Himstera  mast  de<Hde  npoa  for 
themaelvea  on  their  own  responBibility  upon 
each  case  as  it  arieea." 

I  know  he  said  aiterwards  that  he 

meant  that  the  Militaiy  F<weeB — 

Were  not  to  exeoste  decrees— Hut  is,  judi- 
cial decreet  —  which,  on  Uie  ground  of  puUie 
policy  as  wall  as  that  of  equity,  may  seem  nn- 
adviiiable  or  unnecaBiary." 

The  Military  Forces,  however,  in  Ireland 
are  those  who  aremilitary  armed,  and  they 
include  the  Constabulary.  Th«  Consta- 
bulary Force  are  by  no  meuie  like  the 
police  of  this  country.  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  tlunk  that  it  is  a  toler- 
able thing  for  a  partizan  Minislier  fo 
judge  as  to  what  decrees  he  shall  exe- 
cute, or  as  to  what  period  ikt  ordinary 
Civil  Aukheritiee  will  fail  te  eaeoato  the 
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lav  ?  The  fizii  duly  of  a  Goreniment  U 
to  maintain  lav  and  order ;  and  no  one 
knoin  that  better  than  the  noble  Earl 
opponte,  who  recently  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  Lord  Lieutenant.  Let  me  do  the 
noble  Earl  justice.  I  have  nerer  said  a 
word  about  bis  tenure  of  Office  except 
as  to  the  oonrage  and  ability  with  which 
he  carried  out  his  duties,  and  as  to  the 
WW  be  gn^iled  with  crime  and  outrage 
in.  Ireluid.  1  now  call  upon  Imn,  in  eon- 
ff»mitj  with  what  he  has  said,  to  take 
the  Eteps  which  he  caUed  upon  us  to 
take.  The  noble  Earl  has  stated  that 
the  coaditiim  of  the  countzy  was  a  hun- 
dredfold worse  than  when  he  bad  charge 
of  tiie  GoTamment.  "  Boycotting"  and 
the  National  League  are  inextricably 
involred  with  one  another  in  Ireland. 
It  is  said  that  rents  in  some  parts  of  Ire- 
land are  collected ;  but  that  is  not  where 
the  National  League  exists.  The  two 
things  are  connected  in  a  manner  which 
■hows  the  importance  of  dealing  with 
one  and  the  other.  I  do  not  want  to 
say  more  at  this  hour  of  the  evening ; 
but  I  obU  upon  the  noble  Earl  to  see 
that  law  and  order  are  enforced  without 
delay,  and  wUhout  waitinp^  for  the  policy 
vhieh  some  time  or  other  is  to  come  forth 
from  Her  SCajesty's  GoTemment. 

LOBD  PBESIDBNT  o»  the 
COUNCIL  (Earl  Bfehcxk)  :  Uy  Lords, 
X  thiolc  I  have  some  right  to  complain 
tbsit  the  noble  Visoount  o|>posite  has  nn- 
aacessarny  raised  a  question  of  consider- 
able importance  wiuoot  having  given 
any  Notice  to  me  or  the  House  on  the 
subject.  No  doubt  the  question  is  one  of 
great  importance ;  but  I  only  came  down 
here  carepared  to  answer  the  Question 
^aced  upon  the  Paper  by  the  noble 
viscount.  I  am.  quite  prepared  to  tell 
your  Lordships  what  Betums  tiie  Go- 
TMunent  are  ready  to  give  with  respect 
to  intimidation  and  outrages  and  the 
like  in  Ireland ;  luit  I  am  not  prepared 
to  follow  the  noble  Viscount  in  a  matter 
which  really  involves  the  whole  question 
ef  tiie  policy  of  the  Government  in  Ire- 
IW^'AM  I  ana  oertaiiUy  not  bound  to 
do  BO  9na>oa8QSlQtiBBtian.  If  Ifollowed 
the  Doble  Visoount  it  would  carry  me 
jthioug^  the  whole  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  am  certainly  not  prepared 
to  go  into  that  to*aight.  The  noble 
Yiscouni,  after  referring  to  what  passed 
the  other  night  in  this  House,  ^d  he 
was  not  going  to  tcy  to  draw  put  the 
M^mhersief  t^  Gorerowent  vith  regard 
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to  their  policy.  I  cannot  oongrattUate 
him  on  having  carried  out  his  expressed 
intention;  for  he  did,  I  think,  tryver; 
hard  to  put  the  case  in  such  a  way  that 
I  should  disclose  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  regard  to  this  subject 
The  statement  I  made  on  the  first  even* 
ing  of  the  Session  in  this  House  I  have 
not  now  with  me.  I  did  not  think  that 
this  matter  was  comiog  on  to-night,  and 
therefore  I  did  not  have  the  opportunity 
of  referring,  as  the  noble  Viscount  had, 
to  what  I  swd  OD.  that  ocoaaion;  aiul 
if  I  make  some  mistakes  I  must  throw 
the  blame  u^n  him  for  not  havii^ 

f'ven  me  Notice.  My  recoHectton  is  that 
pressed  the  Government  to  give  in- 
formation  as  to  the  condition  oflreland 
at  the  time  I  was  then  speaking.  I  be- 
lieve I  then  stated,  though  the  report 
read  by  the  noble  Lord  does  not  bear 
this  out,  that  if  we  went  by  the  ac- 
counts in  the  newspapers  such  and  such 
a  state  of  things  had  ooourred.  I 
therefore  pressed  the  Government  to 
give  us  reliable  information.  If  the  news* 
paper  accounts  were  true  I  said  the 
state  of  intimidation  in  Ireland  was  ten* 
fold,  perhaps  one- hundredfold,  w<n8a 
than  what  it  was  when  I  had  the  honour 
and  responsibility  of  government  in  that 
couiUry.  I  believe  what  I  pressed  for 
then  was  for  reliable  information  as  to 
the  state  of  social  order  in  Ireland,  and 
that  was  a  perfectly  legitimate  matter 
upon  which  to  question  the  Government. 
I  do  not  at  all,  therefore,  blame  thenoble 
Viscount  for  pressing  me  and  the  Oo- 
vemment  to  give  this  information ;  and  I 
am  quite  ready  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, if  this  will  satisfy  him,  to 
give  a  Return  showing  the  number  of 
oases  of  intimidation  whidi  have  takea 
place  under  the  ordinary  law  since  the 
expiration  of  the  Crimes  Act  last  yoar— 
distinguishing  between  the  cases  dis- 
posed of  at  the  Petty  Sessions  and 
Assizes  and  those  made  the  subject  di 
indictinent,  with  the  number  of  con- 
victions. This  is  the  utmost  we  can  do 
with  regard  to  intimidation.  The  qoes- 
tion  of  "Boycotting"  is  rather  a  new 
one  for  official  Betums.  "We  are  quite 
ready  to  give  infoxjnation  in  the  pogses- 
sien  of  the  Iri;^  Government  as  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  are  "Boy-- 
eotted."  I  believe  we  have  ILetums 
which, were  made  up  to  the  time  when 
I  was  living  Office.  They  inere  quite 
oew  Beturns}  therefpfe  J  foa  i^oi.wue 
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that  we  sbonld  rely  npon  them  in  so  pre- 
cise a  taanneras  onthoBe  whicU  are  actual 
cases  tried  before  the  magistrates  and  the 
Lav  Oonrta.  The  Eetarns  of  the  latter 
coses,  of  course,  are  perfectlj  reliable. 
Bat  if  the  Honse  thinks  it  desirable 
that  we  should  give  the  Eetums  I  refer 
to  I  shall  be  perf^tly  ready  to  lay  them 
on  the  Table.  Th^  are  submitted  by 
the  beet  officers  in  the  country,  and 
they  refer  to  persons  that  were  "Boy- 
cotted "  on  specified  dates — on  the  30th 
of  June,  30th  of  September,  and  the 
Slst  of  December  in  last  year.  Then 
the  noble  Viscount,  referring  to  the 
statement  in  "  another  place  "  of  aright 
hon.  Colleague  of  mine,  said  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  going  to 
take  the  place  of  theCourlsof  Law,  and 
settle  what  are  proper  and  what  are 
improper  decrees  for  the  military  and 
police  to  put  in  force.  I  do  uot  under- 
stand that  the  Chief  Secretary  has  said 
anything  of  the  sort.  What  he  did  say 
was  that  when  a  requrat  was  made  for 
the  military  to  be  called  in  he  should 
carefully  consider  whether  necessity  for 
the  use  of  the  military  arose  or  not.  He 
did  not  say  that  with  regard  to  the 
Koyal  Irish  Constabulary,  but  simply 
made  the  statement  with  reference  to 
the  Military  Forces.  I  will  read  the 
part  of  his  speech  which  has  reference 
to  this  matter.    He  says — 

*'  While  we  ohall  be  very  careful  to  exact 
respect  for  lav,  and  very  careful  to  soo  that 
every  suliiect  of  tho  Quenn  has  all  those  rights 
to  which  he  is  legally  entitled,  it  will  le  our 
doty  to  look  into  the  casea  as  they  ariBe,  and  in 
no  ease  where  it  eaa  possibly  be  avoided  shall 
we  be  inclined  to  reasrt  to  militai'y  force." 

Now,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  noble 
Viscount  will  diflfer  from  that.  TVill 
he  say  that  the  military  should  be 
Used  in  the  defence  of  the  civil  power 
on  all  occasions  f  I  must  confess  that 
during  the  years  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  Lord  Lieutenant  I  always  thought 
it  a  Tery  grave  thing  indeed  when  it 
was  uecessary  to  send  the  military  in 
support  of  the  civil  power.  It  was  a 
most  undesirable  thing  to  do.  Where 
it  was  expected  that  obstruction  would 
take  place,  I  always  preferred  to  send 
as  large  a  force  of  police  as  possible 
rather  than  of  military,  whether  In- 
fantry or  Cavalry.  That  is  what  I 
underetand  my  right  hon.  Friend  to 
mean.  He  did  not  say  that  he  would 
never  tue  the  Forces  of  the  Queen. 


What  he  did  say  \ras  that  he  would' 
look  Into  every  case  to  see  whether  there 
was  any  necessity  for  bringing  these 
Forces  into  nse.  X  confess  tluit  that 
seems  to  me  a  very  dififerefit  thing  feinn. 
that  which  the  noble  Viscount  has 
stated.  As  far  as  relnctanoe  to  use 
these  Forces  is  concerned,  I  entirely 
concur  with  the  Chief  Secretary. 

The  Mabqtjess  of  SAIJ8BT7RT : 
My  Lords,  there  is  a  remarkable  con- 
trast between  the  anxiety  shown  by 
noble  Lords  opposite  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Session  not  to  allow  one  or  two 
days  to  intervene  before  a  policy  wai 
announced  and  their  demand  now  that 
we  should  abstain  from  any  questions  as 
to  a  policy  even  upon  matters  that  aflfeot 
life  and  property  in  Ireland  until  the 
magical  1st  of  April  arrives.  Biitif  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  not  announce 
to  us  any  policy  I  wish  that  they  would 
carry  that  system  of  silence  and  retioence 
out  completely.  The  poliG7  which  might 
convey  some  comfort  and  consolation  to 
theLoyal  Party  in  Ireland  is  scrtxpuMusIy 
kept  back,  while  a  policy  suitable  for 
the  consumption  of  the  National  League 
is  announced  in  the  other  House.  A 
"no-rent  manifesto"  has  been  announced 
by  Mr.  Morley' — at  least,  that  is  the  way 
in  which  it  will  be  interpreted  by  the 
tenants  of  Ireland.  It  is  perfectly  ttxi6 
that  portions  of  the  speech  ofMr.  Morley 
will  bear  the  interpretations  put  upon 
them  by  the  noble  Earl ;  but  there  are 
other  portions  which  will  be  abstracted 
and  circulated  and  sent  about  to  the 
encouragement  of  tenants  vho  abstain 
from  falfiUiog  their  legal  contracts  by 
conveying  to  their  minda  that  those  legal 
contracts  will  not  be  enforced  xinless 
the  Chief  Secretary,a  known  sympathizer 
with  Mr.  Farnell,  eoneiders  them  to  be 
desirable  and  equitable.  These  are  the 
words  of  Mr.  Morley — 

"Decrees  which,  bn  tihe  ground  of  pablio 
policy  as  well  as  that  of  equity,  may  seetia  ia- 
advisable  or  unnecesBary." 

Now,  there  has  been  a  strong  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  noble  Earf  to  convert  this 
statement  of  Mr.  Moriey  into  a  much 
more  innocent  statement  to  the  effect  that 
he  would  be  very  reluctant,  unless  it  was 
necessary,  to  use  military  force.  But 
that  is  not  what  Mr.  Morley  said.  Moat 
of  us,  nay  all  of  us,  are  very  reluctont  to 
employ  military  force  where  it  is  not 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  compelling 
fulfilment  of  oontraote.  Bat  Mr.  Moriey 
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olaimfl  a  totally  different  liberty,  not  to 
ooneider  whether  military  force  is  neoea- 
eary  for  the  fulfilment  of  contraotfi,  but 
to  consider  whether  a  contract  in  itself 
IB  one  whicb  is  equitable,  or  which  public 
policy  requires  should  be  fulfilled  after 
the  Court  of  Law  had  established  the 
legality  of  the  demands,  and  to  withhold 
military  force  as  unnecessary  if  the  con- 
tract should  not  approve  itself  to  Mr. 
Morley's  judgment.  That  is  going  from 
a  state  of  law  to  a  state  of  absolute  go- 
vernment, and  is  taking  away  the  deci- 
non  of  contracts  from  the  Courts  of  Law 
and  giving  it  into  the  hands  of  a  Farlia- 
mentory  officer  deeply  prejudiced  against 
one  of  the  classes  that  take  part  in  these 
contracts.  I  can  very  well  fancy  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  very  loth 
to  aooept  such  a  doctrine,  and  deeply 
regret  that  it  should  have  been  an- 
nounced by  their  Chief  Secretary.  But 
I  must  say  that  I  think  we  require  a 
more  clear  assurance  that  the  policy 
which  his  words  appear  to  sanction  will 
not  be  in  effect  carried  oat.  We  require 
an  assurance  that  the  military  will  be 
employed,  if  it  be  neoessaty,  in  order  to 
exact  ^e  fulfilment  of  contracts,  whether 
these  contracts  are  in  equity  or  inpolicy 
pleMing  to  Hr.  Morley  or  not.  liiat  is 
the  dangerous  part  of  the  announcement 
that  has  been  made.  I  confess  that  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  Government  are 
accepting  a  very  deep  responsibility 
when  they  refuse  not  for  a  few  days,  but 
for  six  weeks,  to  announce  any  policy  at 
all  with  respect  to  the  maintenance  of 
law  end  the  preservation  of  Hfe  and 
property  in  Ireland.  At  all  events,  if 
they  do  refuse  such  an  enactment,  let 
them  repudiate  in  clear  language  the 
most  unfortunate  invitation  which  the 
authorised  Representative  of  the  Irish 
Goremment  has  addressed  to  the  Irish 
tenants  not  to  pay  rents  wherever  those 
rente  do  not  approve  themselves  to  the 
poUofof  Mr.  UmUj. 

FEE^WATKB  nSHERIBS  (SBLs)  BILL  [h.L.] 
A  Bin  to  deelare  the  mesniDg  of  Bection 
sieves  of  the  Fr*sh water  FitheriaB  Act,  1878, 
so  fsr  as  rsgarda  Eels— Was  pretented  by  The 
LordXhorlow;  read  1'.    (No.  15.) 

House  a^jootBed  at  a  qoarter  past 
Seven  o'clock,  till  To-mOTiow, 
a  quarter  past  Ten  o'<dock. 
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MINUTES.1— Kbw  Mbmbeb  Swobn— Wmiam 
Henry  O'Sbea,  eaqninifor  Oalway  Boroagb. 

Select  Commhtbes — Parliamentary  Prooedare, 
appointed;  Endowed  Schools  Acta,  appointid; 
Kitchen  and  Kefreshment  Rooms  (House  of 
Commons),  appointed  and  nominated. 

ScFPLT — eomidertd  in  CtmmUtet — Rttolutiotu 
[Febrnary  IdJ  nporUd. 

Pbivate  Bill  (Ay  Ord$r) — Second  Shading — 
Bedford  and  Peterborough  Railway.* 

Pl'dlic  Bills  —  Ordered  —  First  Rtading  — 
Kivers  Purification*  [101] ;  Mines*  [1021; 
Hyde  Park  Comer  (New  Streets)*  [103]; 
Leaseholds  (Facilities  of  Purchase  of  Fee 
Simple)*  rH>4];  Removal  Terms  (Bnrghs) 
(Scotland)  Act  (1881)  Amendmeirt*  [105]; 
Compt  Practices  (MoDicipal  ElectiMis) 
(Scotland)*  [106];  Glebe  Lands  (Ireland] 
Acts  ContiouaDce*  [1071:  (Toal  Mines  Begn- 
Ution  Act  (1872)  Amendment*  [108];  Beal 
Assets  Administration  *  [109]. 

Second  JiMA'ify— Land  Begtstry  [91]. 

Q  UE8TI0N8, 


POUTICAL  JIEETINaS-SPEECH  OF 
MR.  CHAMBERLAIN—"  RANSOJT." 
BabohHENBYDEWOBMS:  I  beg 
to  give  Notice  that  on  Thursday  I  ahaU 
ast  the  President  of  the  Local  Qovem- 
ment  Board,  Whether  he  has  seen  the 
following  passage  in  Mr.  Bums'  speech 
ia  Hyde  Park  yesterday  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Social  Democratic  Federation : — 

"  Yon  are  told  by  Hr,  Chamberlain  that  tbe 
day  h»B  come  when  property  should  pay  ran- 
som to  those  from  whom  property  has  been 
stolen ;  *' 

and,  whether  the  quotation  is  correct, 
and  conveys  the  views  expressed  by  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  ? 

The  PEESIDENT  (Mr.  Joseph 
Chauberlain)  :  I  will  spare  the  hon. 
Member  the  trouble  of  putting  the 
Question  down.  The  quotation  is  not 
correiot. 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT  (IRELAND}— 

ESTATE  OP  COLONEL  CLIVE. 

Mb.  NOLA]^  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  "Whether  it  is  true  that 
Colonel  the  honourable  Qeorge  Windsor 
Windsor  Olive  has  sued  Bryan  Byrne, 
Bailyland,  and  other  tenants  upon  fais 
estate  in  the  Dundalk  divisicHL  of  the 
county  Loath,  for      hugiog  gale  due 
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Ut  November  last ;  wKetlLer  it  is  the 
fact  that  ia  former  and  comparatively 
prosperous  years  said  han^Dg  gale 
has  not  been  asked  frcnn  said  tenants 
QDttl  six  months  after  the  day  on  whioh 
it  became  legally  due;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  this  will  make  the  third  half- 
year's  rent  with  law  coBta  which  has 
been  demanded  by  Colonel  Clive  during 
the  (for  farmers)  admittedly  disastrous 
year,  1885 ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of 
the  great  fallioff  off  in  the  prices  of 
agricultural  produce,  it  ia  the  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  take 
steps  for  relieving  the  distress  of  Irish 
traiants? 

The  chief  SECEETAitY  (Mr.  John 
Mobiot)  :  A  communication  has  been 
made  to  me  to-day  by  Colonel  Olive 
which  does  not  coincide  with  the  infor- 
mation which  had  previously  reached 
me ;  and  if  the  hon.  Member  wishes  to 
press  that  part  of  his  Question,  I  must 
ask  him  to  postpone  it  till  farther  in- 
quiry has  been  made.  With  regard  to 
the  general  question  raised  in  the  last 
paragraph,  I  will  ask  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  postpone  the  matter  until  a 
future  day,  as  I  am  in  communication 
with  the  authorities  in  Dublin  on  the 
salg«et 

ABM3  ACT  (IRELAKD). 

Me.  LEWIS  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasnry,  Whether  the  Act  restrict- 
ing the  possession  of  arms  in  Ireland 
does  not  expire  on  the  1st  June  next ; 
and,  whether  the  Government  intend  to 
introduce  at  an  early  date  a  Bill  to  re- 
new or  extend  its  provisions  ? 

The  CHIEF  8E0KETAEY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  John  Moa^Ey) :  My 
right  hon.  Friend  has  asked  me  to 
answer  this  Question.  The  Act  will  ex- 
pire on  June  1  next,  I  believe ;  but  it 
would  be  quite  premature  for  me  to 
make  any  announcement  now  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Government  with  respect 
to  it.   

Mb.  LEWIS  gave  Notice  that  he 
wodd  repeat  the  Question  on  that  day 
fortnight 

BETfiOPOLIS-LONDON  LIVERY  COM- 
.PAWES-LEGISIiATION. 

Mb.  'HOW££iL  aaked  the  Sooretccy 
el-Slate  for  the  Heme  Departnwnt,  If 
he  intends  to  introAiioe  a  to  gite 
effeot  t»  tii«.Bepert:otth6  late  S^yal 
OnnHMiiiiiu  omtb* jSily  Gtatdft  ? 
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The  SECEETAHT  of  STATE  (Mr. 
CHiMiBBfl) :  My  hon.  Friend  is  probably 
aware  that  in  1 885  a  Bill  on  this  sub  j  ect 
waa  introduced  by  the  then  Freudent  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.  I  shall 
confer  with  my  right  hon.  Friend  who 
now  holds  that  Office  as  to  the  re-intro- 
duetion  of       or  a  similar  Bill. 

INDUSTRIAL  DWELLINGS  ACT,  188fi— 
DISUSED  PRISONS,  METROPOLIS. 
Mb.  GENT-DAVIS  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  take  steps  at  an 
early  date  in  order  Uiat  the  disused  pri- 
sons in  the  Metropolis  named  in  the 
Dwellings  Aot  of  1886  may  be  de- 
molished, and  that  remunerative  ocoupfa- 
tion  for  workmen  as  well  as  decent  and 
cheap  house  accommodation  for  the  poor 
may  be  provided  by  the  wectlon  of 
artizans'  dwellings  on  the  sites  of  these 
prisons  ? 

The  SECEETART  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Ohildebs)  (who  replied)  said:  The  only 
two  prisons  of  those  named  in  the  Act  of 
1 885  whioh  have,  up  to  the  present,  been 
finally  discontinued  are  Coldbath  Fields 
and  Clerkenwell.  Treasury  sanction  has 
been  asked,  but  not  yet  received,  for  the 
sale  by  auction  of  Coldbath  Fields.  The 
Middlesex  Justices  have  not  yet  decided 
whetiier  to  accept  or  refuse  the  re-con- 
veyance of  Clerkenwell.  "With  regard 
to  the  other  two  prisons  named  in  the 
Act.  Pentonville  will  not  be  discontinued, 
and  the  fate  of  Millbank  is  not  yet  de- 
cided upon. 

NAVY— THB  BOYAL  YACHT 
"  OSBORNE." 
Ma.  GOURLEY  asked  the  Beoreiary 
to  the  Admiralty,  If  it  be  true  that  the 
Boyal  Yaeht  Osbomt  ia  about  to  undergo 
extensive  alterataone ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  be  good  enough  to  inform  the 
House  the  nature  and  estimated  cost  of 
the  same ;  also  the  total  amount  ex- 
pended on  repairs,  alterations,  and  deco- 
rations upon  ehip  and  engine-room  since 
the  period  when  originally  commis- 
sioned ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  HinBBBT) :  The  0$horne 
is  not  about  to  undergo  extensive  altera- 
tions. A  sum  of  £4,619  was  approved 
on  December  14  last  for  annual  refit  of 
hull,  madiinery,  masts,  yards,  boats, 
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rig;ffTng*,  and  tstords.  This  amount  in- 
oluaes  £777  for  providing  extra  aoeom- 
modatton  on  the  bridge,  and  £J^4  for 
five  other  amall  alterationa.  The  eume 
expended  on  account  of  repairs,  altera- 
tions, and  decorations  of  the  ehip  and 
engine-room  since  the  date  of  her  com- 
pletion for  sea  are  as  follows,  completed 
in  1874  Hull,  £52,d09  ;  machinery, 
£19,044  ;  masts,  boats,  rigging,  stores, 
&o.,  £S2,066;  total,  £103,619.  A  Par- 
liamentary Return  of  April  27,  1883 
(157)  gives  A  great  deal  ot  detailed  in- 
formation  about  this  vessel. 

PALACE  OP  WESTMTNSTER-THfi 
NATIONAL  ENSIGN. 

Mr.  BADCLTFFE  COOKE  asted  the 
Secretary  to  tho  Treasury,  Whether 
there  would  be  any  oMeotion  to  the 
hoisting  of  the  National  Ensign  over  the 
Palace  of  Westminster  during  the  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament;  and,  if  there  would 
be  no  objection,  whether  he  would  give 
orders  to  have  it  so  hoisted  7 

The  lord  of  the  TREASURY 
(Mr,  Levesox  Gower)  (who  replied) 
said :  Teohnioally  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment are  a  Royal  Palace  comprising  the 
old  and  new  Palaces  of  Westminster. 
When  the  Sovereign  is  present  in  the 
House  the  Royal  Ensign  is  hoisted  on 
the  Victoria  Tower.  No  other  ensign 
eould  be  properly  hoisted. 

POST  OFFICE   (PATtCKLS  POST)-CAR- 
BIAGE  OF  PAROELS  IN  SUBITilBAN 
AND  RURAL  DXSXBICTS. 
Mb.  BOORD  asked  the  Pinancial  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury,  What  iHX)vi8ion 
ia  made  for  the  carriage  of  packages 
transmitted  by  the  Parcels  Poet  in  aub- 
urban  and  rural  districts ;  and,  whether 
any  extra  remuneration  is  given  to  letter 
carriers  who,  in  addition  to  their  usual 
burthen,  have  to  carry  heavy  parcels  ? 

The  secretary  to  tbb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb),  in  reply, 
said,  that  the  wages  of  rural  postmen  did 
not  vary  with  the  weight  carried,  but 
with  the  distaooe  traversed  and  the  time 
occupied.  The  maximum  weight  was  35 
lbs.,  which  gradually  diminiuted  as  the 
postman  vent  on* 

POST  OFFIOS— THB  F08TAI  UNION— 
£XTBM8I0N  TO  AUSTBALA8IA. 
Ua.  J.  H.  HBATON  (for  Mr.  J. 
HmmncBH)  asked  the  Fiaonoial  Ssore* 

Mr.  mhherl 


taty  to  the  Treasury,  What  is  the  oanse 
of  the  delay  in  the  extension  of  the 
Postal  Union  system  to  Anstralasia ; 
and,  ia  there  a  probability  of  the  present 
high  rate  of  postage  on  letters  to  and 
from  the  Anstralasian  Ot^nies  being 
reduced  in  a  short  time  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbr),  in  replj, 
said,  it  was  not  intended  to  lower  the 
rate  of  postage  to  the  Oolcmies ;  and  no 
intimation  had  been  received  that  the 
Colonies  thenuelves  desired  any  ohao^ 
to  be  made. 

EGYPT  —  ARMED  8TEAUEBS  ON  THB 

NILE. 

Ma.  GOURLEY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  How  many  shallow 
water  armed  fighting  steamers  are  at 
present  engaged  in  patrolling  the  Nile, 
and,  whether,  at  its  next  rising,  it  is  in* 
tended  that  a  flotilla  of  portable  armed 
steam  oraft  shall  be  despatched  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  river  of  hostile  tribes  oetween  Wady 
Haifa,  Dongola.  and  Berht^  f 

The  secretary  of  STAXB  pob 
WAR  (Mr.  Caicpbell-Baksbsican)  : 
With  the  hon.  Member's  permission,  I 
will  reply  to  this  Question.  The  Nile 
is  at  present  patrolled  by  four  armed 
shallow-water  steamers,  all  stern-wheel- 
ers— the  Lotui  and  Shahan  above  Wady 
Haifa,  and  the  Tamai  and  Teh  be- 
tween that  place  and  Assouan.  Two 
other  vessels  for  this  duty  have  been 
sent  out  and  have  arrived  at  Alex- 
andria. I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  in* 
tention  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
as  that  indicated  in  die  latter  part  of  the 
Question. 

OOAST  DEFS:NCE8-D£F£NC£  OF  TBE 
COAST  OP  DURHAM. 

Sir  henry  HAVEtOOK-ALLAN 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
What  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry 
out  the  official  recommendations  recently 
made  for  the  Volunteer  Naval  and  Tor- 
pedo Defence  of  the  Wear  and  the  Tees, 
and  the  intennediate  coast  line  of  Soath- 
East  Durham  ? 

Tax  SECRETARY  of  8TATB  (Mr, 
CAXTBELL^BamsbBiuir):  EwtabUshments 
fbr  submarine  mining  are  in  process  ol 
oonstruotion  on  t^e  Tees  and '  Tyne 
Stores  and  vessels  have  beea  puzidiaeed 
for  iha  subnuuiae  ^  nidag  de£Biiee»  of 
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tbo8«  rirdra,  and  also  of  the  Wear.  In 
addition  to  the  defence  establiBhrnenta, 
negotiatioiis  are  in  progresB  for  the  pnr- 
chase  at  Middlesbrough'  of  a  site  on 
vhich  to  erect  buildings  where  instruo- 
tion  can  be  giren  ia  submarine  mining. 
On  the  l^ne  a  local  Yolunteer  Foiee  for 
sabmarine  mining  haa  been  raised,  and 
has  alreadj  bent  onoe  trained  in  oon- 
junotioB  with  a  section  of  tilie  coast  bat- 
talion of  Boyal  iEogineers. 

ABUT  (OBDNANOE)  DEPARTKBNT— 
AMMUNITION. 
Mb.  OARBUTT  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  If  the  statement  in 
Tinut  of  the  6th  February  is  cor- 
rect, that  the  late  GoTemment  have 
given  an  order  to  the  firm  of  Vessieurs 
William  Armstrong  and  Company  £i>r 
half  a  million'a  worth  of  shot  and  ohell ; 
andf  if  so,  can  he  state  for  which  giuu 
they  are  intended  f 

Ths  SEORETABY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Caufbell-Bahnekuan)  :  No,  Sir ;  the 
statement  is  not  oorrect. 

SOOTLAJrD  —  EEPBESENTATTON  OF 
THE   PEOPLE   ACT  —  POLLING 
PLACES   IN  ARGYLLSHIRE. 
Mb.  MACFABLANE  asked  the  Lord 
AdTooate,  It  he  Till  lay  upon  the  Table 
any  correspondence  that  may  have 
passed  between  the  late  Secretary  for 
Scotland  and  the  late  Lord  Advocate 
and  Sheriff  of  Argyllshire,  having  re- 
ference to  the  pdiing  places  in  that 
county? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BALVOim) :  It  is  not  usual  to  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  the  Hoose  official  Oorre- 
spondence  of  this  kind ;  but  I  know  that 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
late  Lord  Advocate  will  be  very  glad  to 
answer  any  Questions  upon  the  subject 
BO  far  as  it  relates  to  his  period  of  OSate, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  do  so  in  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  mine. 

INJDIAr-BEUaiOnS  FAOTISIONS-FSO- 

,  xesTAirr  chaflauts  akd 

CATHOUO  PRIESTS. 
Ma.  DONALD  SULLIVAN  asked 
the-  Seearetaryof  State  for  War,  Whether 
it  is  a  fact  that,  while  Protestant  Ohap- 
laiofl  with  the  Army  in  India  are  allowed 
fall  pay  whea  they  fall  ill,  and  when 
tb^  t^e.th«ir  TacoUon,  Oa^ioUo  Ohsp- 
laiiwuiider  simihureirouutaiiMies  bm  de- 


prived of  all  par ;  and,  if  go,  whether  he 
will  take  unmediate  steps  to  remedy  the 
unequal  treatment  of  the  Catholic  Ohap- 
lains? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  voB  INDIA  (Sir  Uohtubd  EIat- 
SHUTTLSWtNtTH)  [who  nvUed)  said : 
Chaplains  on  the  Zndiaa  Stttablishment 
^that  is,  IVotestant  chaplains— are 
Gh>TOmmeiat  servants  ai^imtod  by  the 
State.  As  such,  th^  reoeire,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Leaye  Code^  allow- 
ances when  on  leave,  whetJb.er  with  or 
without  medical  oartifloate.  The  Roman 
Catholic  priests  who  minister  to  the 
British  troops  in  India  are  not  Govern- 
ment servants,  and  are  not  appointed  by 
the  State.  The  Government  merely  pays 
them  certain  allowances  for  the  minis- 
trations which  they  afford  to  the  soldiers ; 
but  beyond  this  they  have  no  connection 
with  the  State.  I  am  not  aware  that  they 
are  deprived  of  all  pay  when  casually 
prevented  by  sickness  from  doing  duty. 
The  question  of  the  position  of  Roman 
Catholic  priests  in  India  was  carefully 
considered  in  1876,  and  the  matter  was 
then  placed  on  the  fiootine  on  which  it 
now  stands.  The  details  oi  Ac  arrange- 
ment are  to  be  found  in  Betum  No.  243 
of  1876. 

ARMY  (SMALL  ARMS)— USE  OP 
GERMAN  STEEL  FOR  SWORD  BLADES. 

Me.  CARBUTT  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State,  for  War,  If  the  statement  about 
Cavalry  swords  in  The  Times  of  the  16th 
instant  is  authoritative ;  if  so,  can  he 
state  why  the  contractor  should  apply  for 
leave  to  use  German  steel  when  our  own 
factory  at  Enfield  found  no  difficu]<ty  in 
obtaining  English  lateel ;  whether  the 
application  hfuL  been  refused;  whether  it 
is  a  ftuit  that,  in  addition  to  the  blades 
coming  from  Germany,  the  hilts  and 
scabbards  were  also  made  and  fitted 
there;  whether,  in  fstare,  he  will  take 
care  the  swords  me  made  in  England, 
as,  according  to  the  Waf  Oflftoe  state- 
ment, there  is  no  difflcuHy  in  obtaining 
suitable  steel  in  Sheffield ;  and,  Whether 
he  will  issue  the  promised  Report  at  once 
as  80  many  swords  and  bayonets  ^ve 
proved  defective? 

Thb  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Oampbbll-Bavnebbian)  :  Yes,  Sir ;  the 
statement  referred  to  is  auliioritatlve. 
The  ootttraotor  stated  that  he  Was  xmable 
tooom^ete4he  iluiiiLbetof  swords  he-had 
to  BQi^  without,  to  acme  eacteaty  un- 
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plojing  Solingen  blades,  aad  applied  for 

EBrmiaBion  to  do  so.  This  permiBsion 
as  been  grauted,  as  his  ooatract  only 
binds  him  to  supply  swords  which  shall 
stand  oertain  tests.  The  order  which 
was  given  from  theWar  Office  toSolio^en 
to  complete  the  required  quaDtity  which 
could  not  be  obtained  in  England  is  for 
swords  with  scabbards  complete.  Orders 
for  swords  have  not  been  given,  and  will 
sot  be  given,  to  the  foreign  trade  when 
the  number  required  within  a  given  time 
can  be  procured  from  the  home  trade 
aided  by  the  Qovernment  factory  at 
Eofield.  The  promised  Beport  will  not 
be  complete  until  all  the  swords  and 
bayonets  shall  have  been  test«l,  which 
we  hope  will  be  aeo(nnplished  in  a  few 
weeks. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  LOITDON— 
LBGISIATION. 

Mb.  OREMER  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  If  the 
Goverament  intend  at  an  early  dote  to 
introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  Qo- 
vernment of  London  ? 

The  SEORETABT  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Ohildbrs)  :  The  hon.  Member  is  pro- 
bably unaware  that  on  Friday  I  an- 
swered an  identical  Question.  I  stated 
then  that  it  was  out  of  my  power  to 
make  any  definite  statement  on  this  Bub< 
jeot  at  present. 

EarPT— THE  SLAVE  TRADE-THE 
CONVENTION  OP  1877. 

Ma.  GOUELET  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  Convention  made  between 
Italy  and  the  TJuited  Kingdom,  on  the 
2l8t  December  last,  relative  to  the  Oon- 
ventlon  entered  into  by  Egypt,  on  the 
4th  August  1877,  for  the  suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade  is  to  be  enforced,  or 
remain  ooraparattvely  a  dead  letter? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
(Mr.  Bbtob)  :  The  document  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  is  not  a  Oonven- 
tioSf  but  a  Declaration  recording  the  ad- 
hesion of  Italy  to  the  Convention  of  the 
4th  of  August,  1877t  between  Gbeat Bri- 
tain and  Egypt.  Under  the  provisions 
of  the  Slave  Trade  Act  of  1873  the  De- 
olaration  must  be  applied  by  Order  in 
Council.  The  Order  is  in  course  of  pre- 
paration, and  as  soon  aa  it  is  issued  the 
DeeUraflon  as  regard*  this  oMintry  will 
enter  into  ferae. 

Jfr.  CaniphU-£amunium 


yrSBB  AND  HAEBOrHS  (IRELAND)— 
ARELOW  HARBOUR  WORKS. 

Mk.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  If  he  will  lay  the 

Report  of  Mr.  StevoDsoa^  C.E.^  on  the 
condition  of  the  Arklow  Harbour  works, 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  r  w  IRE- 
IiAND  (Mr.  JoHK  Moblby)  (who  re- 
plied) said  :  I  shall  be  happy  to  lay  a 
copy  of  this  Report  on  the  Table  if  my 
hon.  Friend  will  more  for  it. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IiaSLAND)-OASE 
OF  HIOHABL  STOREY. 

Mb.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  he  has  seen  a  report  of 
the  observations  of  Mr.  Darley,  the 
County  Court  Judge,  in  delivering  judg- 
ment, at  the  recent  quarter  sessions  held 
in  Wicklow,  in  the  case  of  Michael 
Storey,  in  which  he  said — 

"  It  was  a  very  serious  mattar  to  send  this 
man  to  gaol  without  the  option  of  a  fine,  to  send 
bim  to  gaol  for  six  months  (with  hard  labour), 
becaose  he  put  his  hand  i^^Biiut  a  poUoemas, 
saying.  *  I  won't  allow  you  to  oroas  my  land,* 
was  monstroos,  and  the  moment  the  policeman 
remonstrated,  and  said  he  would  arrest  him,  it 
was  admitted  he  allowed  the  policeman  to 
pass ; " 

whedier  the  decision  of  the  mi^Atrates 
was  reversed,  and  a  fine  of'  £ft  imposed 
on  Mr.  Storey ;  uid,  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  he  will  advise  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  take  any  notaoe  of  the 
conduct  of  Messrs.  Truell,  Acton,  and 
Barton,  the  magistrates  who  presided  on 
the  occasion,  and  at  the  same  time  take 
steps  to  have  the  fine  remitted,  or  re- 
duced to  such  an  amount  as  would  be 
sufficient  penalty  for  the  ofiFenoe  of  a 
**  constructive  assault?  " 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
Moblbt)  :  I  believe  the  observations  of 
the  County  Court  Judge  are  correctly 
quoted.  The  question  of  the  action  of 
the  magistrates  in  the  case  is  one  for  the 
Lord  C^ancellOT ;  and  I  shall  forward  tiie 
Papers  to.him  with  a  view  to  his  dealing 
wim  it.  With  r^^ard  to  the  remission 
or  rednetion  of  the  fine,  it  is  right  to 
observe  that  that  peMAty  was  imposed 
by  the  Court  whi«i  reviewed  and  re- 
versed tiie  decision  of  the  magistrates. 
Howev^,  if  a  Mettorial  on  the  snbjMt 
is  presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  A 
mil  be  duly  eooaidered. 
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INLAND  KKVENUK-PAY  OF  CUSTOMS 

OFFICERS. 

Mh.  BATJMANN  asked  Mr.  Oiiaii- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  If  it  ie  true,  as 
stated  by  The  Standard  and  Oloba  news- 
papers of  JanuaiT  8th,  that  extensiTe 
reduotiona  are  to  be  made  in  the  soales 
of  paj  ffiren  to  Oastoms  Officeni ;  and, 
if  BO,  whether  care  will  be  taken  in  ap- 
plyingihe  new  soales  to  hifliet  no  injury 
on  the  prospects  of  promotion  of  the 
officers  DOW  on  the  establishment  who 
entired  the  serrice  under  entirely  diffe- 
rent conditions,  but  to  confine  their  efiFect 
to  those  who  may  choose  to  enter  the 
serTice  hereafter  ? 

TheCHANOELLOR  of  thk  EXCHE- 
QUEE  (Sir  William  Harcoubt),  in 
reply,  said,  that  certain  changes  irere 
being  made  in  the  Customs  Department. 
No  one  would  hare  his  salary  reduced  in 
consequence ;  but  he  would  not  gire  any 
pledge  that  some  modifications  might 
not  be  made. 

CHIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND)- 
ALLEGED  OUTRAGES  AT  EICH- 
FORDSTOWN,  OLONAKILTY,  00. 
CORK. 

Mr.  hooper  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  report  in  The  Cork  Examiner  news- 
paper of  a  receat  date  of  a  series  of 
allied  outrages  on  the  holding  of  Mr. 
John  Lucas,  J.P.,  Riohfordstown  House, 
Olonakilty,  county  Corki  whether  the 
police  ai^orities  of  the  district  have 
furnished  any  report  upon  the  subject, 
ABd,  if  so,  what  action,  if  aa^,  has  been 
taken  in  ocuisequeQoe,  or  is  intended  to 
be  taken ;  and,  whether,  under  the  ex- 
traordinary circamstauces  of  the  case, 
Hw  Majesty's  Ooremment  will  consider 
it  their  duty  to  order  a  full  local  investi- 
gation into  all  the  facts  7 
■  TsK  CHIEF  SEOBETARTf  Mr.  JoB2T 
MoyifiT):  I  have  to  acknowled^  the 
receipt  of  a  newspaper  cutting  whioh  the 
hott.  Member  was  good  enou^  to  send 
me  in  refezenoe  to  this  case.  The  Police 
Report  of  the  matter  having  been  laid 
before  the  late  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, he  directed  that  summonses  should 
be  issued  against  Ur.  Lucas  and  his  wife 
on  the  charge  of  felonioasly  setting  fire 
bo  their  house ;  and  I  understand  that 
that  charge  is  htimg  heard  to-day.  Xhe 


hon.  Member  will,  therelbre,  not  expect 
me  to  offer  any  opinion  on  the  case. 

POST  OFFICE— DELIVERY  OF 
TELEGRAMS. 
Mb.  FORWOOD  asked  the  Seoretaiy 
to  the  Treasury,  Whether  the  Post 
Office  have  seriously  delayed  the  deli- 
very of  telegrams,  when  addressed  in 
the  same  manner  as  letters,  which  are 
delivered  in  course,  on  the  ground  that 
the  telegrams  were  insufficiently  ad- 
dressed ;  whether  parties  complaining 
of  the  delay  in,  and,  in  some  cases,  non- 
delivery of  telegrams  addressed  in  a 
similar  manner  to  letters,  have  been 
informed  that  "a  direction  which  may 
bo  sufficient  for  a  letter  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  a  telegram;"  and,  whether 
Her  M^esty's  Postmaster  General  ap- 

? roves  m  this  action  on  the  part  of  the 
'ost  Office  officials ;  and,  if  so,  that  the 
House  may  be  informed  at  the  additional 
particulars  required  to  be  given  on  the 
address  of  a  telegram  beyond  what  are 
required  to  be  stated  on  the  address  of 
a  letter  ? 

Thk  SECRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  FowLBR),  in  reply, 
said,  that  it  had  been  discovered  at 
the  Post  Office  that  an  address  which 
might  be  sufficient  for  a  letter  might 
be  insuffixiient  for  a  telegram.  A 
letter  insufficiently  addressed  might  pass 
into  the  hands  of  a  postman  who  had 
others  to  deliver  to  the  same  person ; 
whereas  a  telegram  must  be  delivered 
by  a  messenger,  who,  perhaps,  had 
never  heard  the  name  of  the  person  be- 
fore to  whom  it  was  addressra.  Wh.at 
was  required  was  an  address  which 
should  enable  the  messenger  to  deliver 
the  telegram,  even  without  the  name  of 
the  person  to  whom  it  was  sent.  If  the 
hon.  Member  would  furnish  him  with 
the  particulars  of  grievance  he  would 
see  that  the  matter  should  be  inves- 
tigated. 

PARLIAMENT  —  PRIVILEGE  —  INTER- 
FERENCE OF  PEERS  IN  ELECTION 
OF  MEMBERS  OP  THIS  HOUSE. 

Mb.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  Mr.  Attor- 
ney General,  with  reference  to  the  Re- 
solution of  this  House  which  declares — 

"  That  it  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liber- 
ties and  piivileges  of  the  Commons  of  thetJi^ted 
Kingdom  for  any  Lord'ofPariiameDt  ....  to 
cottcdra  hlmaslf  ia  tiie  eiMtiiMi  of  MeubMS  to 
sOTve  for  the  Commons  in  ParSainant ....  or 
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■iac  aay-Lerd  lAontaunt  or  Clamor  of  any 
county  to  avftil  himself  of  any  authority  A»' 
rived  from  his  Commiwtm  to  influence  the 
election  of  an^  Memhw  to  serre  for  the  Com- 
mons in  P&rlianient ; 

whether  hia  attention  bos  been  called 
to  the  action  of  the  Earl  of  Heath,  in 
reference  to  the  recent  election  for  the 
East  "Wicklow  Diriaion  of  the  connty ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Lord  Meatfa, 
in  his  capacity  of  Her  Majesty's  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Wietlow, 
Bummoned  a  meeting  of  so-called  Loyal- 
ista,  at  which  he  took  the  chair ;  whe- 
ther he  has  aeon  a  report  of  Lord  Meath'a 
speech  on  the  occasion,  in  which,  refer- 
ring to  the  election  about  to  be  held, 
he  spoke  of  the  honourable  Member  for 
Cork  Oi^  as  the  leader  of  "Oommu- 
nists  "  and  "  AnaroMsts,"  ftdditag^ — 

'*  He  rta.B  not  brioging  forward  one-half  of 
the  villainoua  projects  these  unscmpnIonB  revo- 
lutionists sought  to  accomplish ; " 

whether  he  has  noticed  the  following 

passage  in  the  speech — 

"  This  autocratic  leader  went  on  plainly  and 
■without  rcserration  to  educate  them  in  the  poli- 
tical doctrines  they  were  to  support.  First,  the 
hud  of  the  country  was  to  he  taken  from  nil 
landowners  and  a{^lied  to  National  pnrposea. 
Secondly,  no  propwty  of  any  description  was  to 
be  allowed  to  accumulate  la  tlie  hands  of  any 
person ; " 

whether  he  has  noticed  the  aiknounce- 
ment  made  to  the  meeting  by  Lord 
Heath,  who  read  a  letter  tsom  Earl  Fitz- 
william,  in  which  it  was  stated — 

*'  Yon  will  he  tvld  by       son  what  I  believe 

Sn  abflody  know,  that  I  shoold  wish  to  con - 
bate  to  the  election  exneoBea  of  any  candi- 
date approved  by  the  meeting," 

to  which  Lord  Meath  added — 

"  He  might  fay  ha  had  received  a  veiy  large 
subscription  from  Earl  Fitzwilliun,  bnt  he 
was  net  at  present  at  liberty  to  mentim  the 
amount ;  " 

whether  it  is  a  fact  that  several  other 
Peers,  including  Lord  Oaryafort  and 
Lord  de  Vesci,  took  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings ;  and,  what  steps  he  intends  to 
take  is  support  of  the  Ke8olati(m  of  the 
House  in  we  case  now  brought  under 

his  notioe  ?   

Thb  ATTOKNET  GENERAL  (Mr. 
OuABLES  KirsaELL) :  I  am  bound  to  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  it  does  not 
come  in  any  special  sense  within  the 
sphere  of  my  duty  to  interfere  in  regard 
to  this  Question,  which  would  more 
properly  be  addressed  to  the  Leader  of 
the  House.    However,  in  courtesy  to 

Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet 


the  hon.  Member,  I  may  say  that  I  tin- 
derstand  that  the  speech  to  whidh  re- 
ference is  here  made  was  epoken  be- 
fore the  iaene  of  the  Writ  for  the  Blec- 
tiofi  for  the  Eastern  Division  of  "Wick- 
low  ;  and,  under  these  circramstaDces,  it 
is  not  asoal  totake  any  notice  of  a  speech 
so  deliverei?.  Indeed,  it  is  customary 
for  Members  of  the  House  of  Lords  be^ 
longing  to  the  two  great  political  Par- 
ties in  the  State  to  take  part  before  the 
issue  of  the  Writ  of  Election  by  address- 
ing pablio  meetings ;  and  in  thfa  -casft 
the  speech  was,  I  nnderstaad,  d^VMwA 
before  &e  issue  of  Sie  Writ. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  "whether 
the  Attorney  General  trould  tak«  iato 
consideration  the  desirability,  in  order 
to  make  the  matter  plain,  of  inserting 
the  words,  "  after  the  iaatie  of  the  Writ," 
when  a  Motion  was  made  for  the  issue 
of  a  new  Writ  ? 

Mb.  CHAELES  RUSSELL:  That  is 
also  a  Question,  whioh  would  be  more 
properly  addressed  to  the  Ijeader  of  the 
House. 

ISLANDS  OF  THE  WESTERN  PACITIO- 
THE  NEW  HEBRIDES. 

Mb.  BADEN-POWELL  asked  the 
TTitder  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  la  there  any  Trea^  or  exchange 
of  assurances  between  En^and  and 
France  binding  both  Powers  to  respect 
the  independence  of  tiie  Kew  Hebrides 
and  of  Batatea ;  is  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Ternment  aware  that  a  Conveotion  has 
recently  been  entered  into  by  Germany 
and  France,  whereby  Germany  concedes 
to  France  the  right  to  take  possession 
of  the  Kew  Hebrides  and  Raiatea  ;  was 
Her  Majesty's  Government  informed  by 
the  contracting  Powers  that  such  aOon- 
Tention  was  about  to  be  made,  and  were 
they  invited  to  take  part  in  the  Oonren- 
tion ;  and,  have  the  GoTenrmenta  of  the 
Australarian  Ooloniea  requested  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  insist  upon  the 
maintenance  of  the  independence  of  the 
New  Hebrides  and  of  Raiatea,  for  the 
reason  that  thmr  occupation  by  any 
Foreign  Power  would  oe  contrary  to 
Treaty  engagemeitts,  and  injurious  to 
British  interests  in  the  Pacific  f 

Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STAl^  (Mr.  Brtce)  :  Agreements  do 
exist  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
whereby  both  Powers  engage  to  respect 
the  independence  of  the  groups  of  islaUda 
referred  to ;  but  a  conditionid  arrange- 
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zQ^t  has  be8Q  entered  into  with  Fraaoe 
in  relation  to  the  Baiatea  groap,  securing 
full  advantages  to  British  commerce. 
Her  Majesty's  CkiTemment  are  aware  of 
the  Gonrention  betwean  Germany  and 
France  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Member ; 
but  it  ia  not  to  the  effect  stated.  It  does 
jiot  aSeot  the  agreement  between  Great 
Britain  and  Franoe,  but  nwrely  stipu- 
lates that  Germany  will  do  nothing  to 
hinder  Franoe  from  eventually  obtaining 
the  islands  in  question.  TTadeT  these 
^ixfflimstanoes,  Her  Majesty's  Govwn- 
ment  did  not  reoeive,  and  did  not  expect 
to  receive,  notice  of  suoh  OonvenUon,  nor 
to  be  invited  to  take  part  in  it.  The 
Australian  Colonies  continue  to  object 
to  the  abandonment  of  the  agreement 
with  France  oonoeming  the  New  He- 
brides ;  and  Correspondenoe  is  passing 
on  the  subject  witii  the  Colonial  Govera- 
menta. 

PTJBLro  HEALTH  (SfETEOPOUS)— 
TTNWHOLESOME  HABITATIONS. 

Mb.  SHIRLEY  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther his  attmtioQ  has  been  called  to 
certEun  Qorre^fmdenoe  in  7^  TVjkm,  and 
to  three  leading  articles  in  2%$  Tim», 
which  Appoared  on  25th  September  and 
2nd  ana  ifrd  October  1885  respectively, 
in  which  it  was  stated : — That  a  most 
dangerous  and  over-crowded  structure 
in  London,  without  sanitary  arrange- 
ments, is  owned  by  a  member  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works ;  that  the 
said  member  refused  to  obey  the  order 
of  the  vQstiy  to  fill  up  cesspools,  con- 
struct drains,  lay  on  water  supply,  and 
otherwise  cleanse  the  unwholesome  ha- 
bitation; that  the  said  member  refused 
to  obey  an  order  of  his  own  Board  to 
pull  down  or  shore  up  the  dangerous 
structure ;  that  the  said  member  con- 
spired with  certain  of  the  Board's  offi- 
oials  to  set  aside  the  above  order*  and 
to  -upe  the  public  money  on  the  said 
structure  j  and  further,  that  the  oonsp- 
zaiqy  extended  to  the  office  in  which 
the  official  books  are  kept,  and  that  the 
book»  were  dealt  with  in  accordance 
with  the  f raudnlent  arrwgement ;  that 
the  strootore  is  still  inhab^ed^  notwith- 
standing that  the  dwelling  wae  con- 
demned as  dangerous  by  the  Board's 
own  officials ;  and,  as  neither  the  Board 
i^or.  the  member  concerned  have  taken 
th^  pv4uM^         of  repfying 
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grave  charges,  will  he  inquire  into  this 
matter  f 

The  SECKETAET  op  STATE  for 
THS  HOME  DEPABTMENT  (Mr. 
Ohildebb)  (who  replied)  eaid,  he  had  no 
information  at  the  present  moment;  but 
he  was  inquiring  into  the  matter,  and 
the  hon.  Member  would  be  infonned  of 
the  results  of  the  inquiry. 

LAW  AST)  JUSTICE  (SOOTLAND)-MR. 
REPTON,  PROCURATOR  FISCAL  FOR 
EAST  FIFE. 

Da.  CAMERON  aakdd  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, Whether  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Hentou  as  Procurator  Fiscal  of  the 
Eastern  Division  of  Fiieshire  has  yet 
been  confirmed ;  if  so,  on  what  oondi" 
tions  as  to  private  {waotioe ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  Government  will  refuse  confir- 
mation to  any  appointment  to  the  post 
except  on  condition  that  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  be  restricted  from  engaging  in 
private  practice  ? 

The  lord  ADTOOATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfottb)  :  No,  Sir.  This  appointment 
has  not  yet  been  confirmed ;  and  it  has 
been  intimated  to  Mr.  Benton  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
tbat  it  will  not  be  confirmed  unless  on 
the  condition  that  he  relinquishes  his 
private  practice.  He  has  intimated,  in 
reply,  that  he  is  willing  to  assent  to  that 
condition. 

ABUT  CSlfALIi  ABK8)-STBGL  TOtt 
WORD  BATONETS. 

Mb.  JOHNS  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  there  is  any 
difficulty  in  obtaining  from  steel  muiu* 
faoturers  in  this  Country  a  suitable 
quality  of  steel  for  the  manufacture  of 
swoi^  bayonets  for  the  British  Army; 
and,  if  not,  whether  it  is  his  intention 
that  in  future  all  sword  bayonets  tup- 
plied  to  Briti^  Xruops  shaU  be  manu- 
factured in  England  from  Kaglish  steel, 
and  not  in  Germany  or  {rom  Gennui 
steel? 

Thb  SEOEETABT  op  STATE  (Mn 
Campbbzx-Bahkkbicah)  ;  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  from  firms  in  this 
country  a  suitable  steel  for  sword  bayo- 
nets ;  and  if  the  number  of  sword  bayo- 
nets required  can  be  procured  in  this 
country,  either  from  the  Government 
factory  or  from  private  manufacturexsi 
recourse  ^iji  no^  Die  had.tott^e  foreigif 
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THE  MAUBinUS—APFOIMTMENT  OF 
MR.  CLIFFORD  LLOYD  A8  UEU- 
TENANT  (lOVERNOE. 

Mb.  cox  asked  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whether  it  is 
true  that  Her  Ui^esty's  (JoTeromeat 
have  spptrfnted  Hr.  CLtfford  Lloyd  to  be 
Lieutenant  Qorernor  and  Oolonial  Se- 
cretary of  the  Mauritius,  a  colcoiy  vhere 
the  Boman  Oatholios  number  108,000 
and  the  Protestants  8,000  of  the  general 
population ;  whether  it  is  true  that  Her 
Majesty's  QoTemment  hare  nominated 
three  additional  officials,  all  Protestants, 
to  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Mauri- 
tiua,  although  the  eight  officials  already 
on  the  Council  consisted  of  six  Pro- 
testants and  only  two  Boman  Catholics, 
whilst  the  list  of  electors  under  the  new 
Constitution  oontain  three  thousand 
three  hundred  I^oman  Catholics  as 
against  less  than  eight  hundred  Pro- 
testants, Mussulmans,  Hindoos,  Chinese, 
&o. ;  whether  Mr.  Henry  Adams,  a 
Member  of  the  LegislatiTe  Council,  has 
protested  against  the  division  of  the 
ecolesiaatical  graata  in  the  Mauritius, 
by  which  the  Soipau  OathoHos  raoeive 
onfy  one  shilling  and  nxpwoB  per  head, 
whilst  the  Protestants  reomT«  eleven 
shilling  and  sixpence  per  head;  and, 
why  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
always  appointed  Englishmen  to  be 
Koman  Catholic  Bishops  of  the  Mauri- 
tiaa  instead  of  Prates  of  the  French 
Church  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  said, 
the  late  Government  appointed  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  to  be  Lieutenant  Go- 
TemoT  and  Colonial  Secretary  of  the 
Mauritius.  He  believed  the  population 
of  the  Island  amounted  to  360,000,  of 
which  about  108,000  were  Roman  Ca- 
tholics and  8,000  Protestants ;  and  he 
was  informed  it  had  not  been  the 
praotice  to  recognize  any  religions  disa- 
bility in  the  Ooumy.  The  late  Govern- 
ment nominated  three  Civil  officers  to 
the  Legislative  Conneil,  who,  it  ap- 
peared, were  Protestants ;  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  officers  so  nominated 
were  selected  by  them  on  account  of 
their  personal  fitness  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  offices  which  they  held. 
Mr.  Henry  Adams,  a  Member  of  the 
Council,  had  given  Notice  of  a  Mo- 
tion in  favour  of  a  redistribution  of 
ecclesiastioal  grants  in  the  Mauritius, 


hut  withdrew  it ;  he,  however,  declared 
his  intention  of  bringing  it  forward 
again  if  he  was  elected  a  Member  of^the 
new  Council.  The  Boman  CattTolio 
Bishops  of  Mauritius  were  appointed  by 
the  Pope,  and  not  by  Her  MBjesty's 
Government;  but  it  had  always  been 
understood  that  in  a  British  CoTonjr  a 
Bishop  receiving  pay  from  the  State 
should  be  a  British  subject. 

Jn  reply  to  Sir  Gbobos  Oahpbbll, 

Mb.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  said,  Aat 
the  Indian  population  of  Mauritius  con- 
stituted more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
whole.  The  Registrar  General  of  the 
Colony  had  given  the  following  classifi- 
cation of  the  registered  electors : — 3,300 
Roman  Catholics,  450  Protestants,  295 
Mahomedans  and  Hindoos,  and  15 
Chinese. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  gave 
Notice  that  he  would  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  calling  attention  to  the 
injustice  done  to  the  Indian  popula- 
tion of  the  Mauritius,  numbering  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  population  of  the 
Island,  under  the  arrangement  by  which 
they  had  only  I-15th  of  the  representa- 
tion. 

Me.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  asked  whether 

His  Excellency  Sir  John  Pope  Hennessj 
was  consulted  in  reference  to  the  ajj- 

E ointment  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  as  his 
lieutenant  Governor? 
Ma.  OSBORNE  MORGAN :  I  must 
ask  the  hon.  Member  to  give  me  Notice 
of  that  Question. 

Sir  FREDERICK  STANLEY:  Per- 
haps I  ought  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  late 
Government,  that  Sir  John  Hennessy 
was  not  consulted. 

COAL  MINES-THE  tJSWOBTH  COL- 
LIEET  EXPLOSION. 

Mft.  BURT  asked  tSie  Seoretny  of 
State  for  the  Home  De|Mirtment,  If  he 
ean  state  when  the  promised  foil  B<nK>rt 
of  the  Evidence  taken  before  the  Coro- 
ner's Court  m  oonnection  with  the  col- 
liery explosion  at  tlsworth  will  be  laid  ' 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  SECRETARY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
Childers),  in  reply,  said,  that  the 
proofs  of  the  evidence  were  then  being 
corrected,  and  would  be  completed,  he 
hoped,  that  day.  They  would  then  be 
printed  and  presented  to  Pariiament  in 
the  eourse  of  next  week. 
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aPADT— CASE  OF  UR.  WIBLFORD,  UIS- 
WONABT  AT  FERNANDO  PO. 
Me.  BURT  asted  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  If  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Welford,  Primitive  Methodist  Mis- 
sionary at  Fernando  Po;  whether  it  is 
true  that  Mr.  Welford  was  kept  a  pri- 
soner by  the  Spanish  authorities  for 
thirty  days ;  whether  Mr.  Wetford  has 
since  been  liber^»d  est  parole,  but  is 
still  denied  redress  in  the  form  of  a 
trial ;  whether  representations  have  been 
made  to  the  Spanish  Oovemment  on  the 
Bobject ;  and,  if  bo,  what  reply  has  been 
leceived ;  and,  whether  the  GitTernment 
will  press  for  the  speedy  settlement  of 
the  case? 

Tmt  UNDER  SEORETAEY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Brtce)  :  The  attention  of 
the  late  GoTemment  was  called  to  this 
matter  in  October  last.  Mr.  Welford 
was  arrested  on  the  7th  of  September, 
and  imprisoned  for  20  days.  Through 
the  intervention,  however,  of  the  Com- 
mander of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  Flirt  he 
was  released  on  bail;  but  he  has  not  as 
yet  been  brought  to  trial.  Repeated 
representations  in  favour  of  Mr.  Welford 
have  bees  addressed  to  the  Spanish 
GFoTemment  by  Her  Majesty's  Legation 
at  Madrid,  and  Lord  Bosebery  has  given 
instructionB  that  their  banieet  attention 
shall  again  be  called  to  this  question, 
with  a  view  to  its  prompt  settlement. 

ARMY  (BOTAL  ARTILLERY)— YACAN. 

DIES  FOR  SUBALTERN  OFFICERS. 

OoLoHKL  HUGHES-H  ALLETT  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  The 
nnmber  of  vacancies  in  the  subaltern 
ranks  of  the  Royal  Artillery;  and,  what 
steps,  if  any,  will  be  taken  to  fill  those 
vacancies  ouer  than  by  the  usual  routine 
a  competitive  examination  and  pas- 
sage through  the  Royal  Military  Aca- 
demy at  Woolwich  ? 

The  SEOBETART  of  STATE  (Mr. 
OAHPBBLZfBANBERUAif),  in  Toply,  Bald, 
AraB  were  at  present  20  vaoanoieB  for 
nbidteiiL  oflioani  of  the  Royal  Artillery. 
Steps  were  not  contemplated  £or  filling 
tfasBB  Taeaades  otherwise  than  by  ordi- 
naiy  appointments  from  the  Boyiu  Mili- 
taiy  Aoademy. 

WESTMINSTER  HALL  (RESTOEATION). 

Sm  KENBT  HOLLAND  asked  the 
Seeretaiy  to  the  Treasiugr,  Wbethm  any 
•tops  have  been  taken  towards  ereot- 


ing  the  bnilding  on  the  west  side  of 
Westminster  Hall  which  was  approved 
by  the  last  Honse  of  Oommons,  and  for 
which  an  Estimate  was  taken  on  account? 

The  LORD  OP  THH  TREASURY  (Mr. 
Lbtesov  Qoweb)  (who  replied)  said,  the 
quantitiea  for  the  building  were  being 
taken  out,  and  the  work  would  be  pro- 
ceeded with  as  soon  at  possible. 

COUNTY  GOVERNMENT— LOCAL 
TAXATION— LEGISLATION. 

VisooTTNT  OURZON  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  introduce  any  meaeure  this 
Session  dealing  with  the  question  of 
local  taxation? 

Mb.  SAUNDERS  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Whether  the  Gbvemment  intend  to  in- 
troduce a  measure  dealing  wi&*Oonnty 
Government,  and  when  the  Bill  will  be 
submitted  to  the  House  ? 

Ths  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  J.  Obaxbsh- 
lain)  :  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with 
County  Government  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment.  I  am  not  yet  able  to  say 
definitely  when  I  shall  be  able  to  intro- 
duce this  measure.  It  will  contain  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  with  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  the  reform  of 
focal  taxation, 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE— APPOINTMBNT 
TO  THE  EECORDEBSHIP  OF 
LIVERPOOL. 
LoED  CLAUD  HAMILTON  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De* 
partment,  Whether  any  appointment 
has  yet  been  made  to  the  vacant  Re- 
cordership  of  Liverpool ;  whether  the 
Home  Omee  have  received  any  commu- 
nication from  the  Corporation  of  Liver- 
pool in  regard  to  the  salary  attached  to 
this  office ;  whether  any  reply  has  yet 
been  sent  to  such  communication ;  what 
arrang^entB  would  be  made  with  re- 

Cto  sittings ;  and,  whether  the  new 
rder  will  be' allowed  to  engage  in 
private  practice  ? 

The  SEGRETART  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Oeuldebs)  :  Te«,  Sir ;  Mr.  Hopwood 
has  been  af^ointed.  A  letter  has  been 
received,  not  from  the  Town  Council, 
but  from  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Town  Council  of  Liverpool,  asking  that 
the  salary  may  be  reduced,  I  have  re- 
plied that  Mr.  Hopwood  aooepted  this 
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office  snbjeot  to  anj  alteration  in  the 
salarj  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  and  whatever  the  Town  Council 
may  recommend  will  receive  my  care- 
ful attention.  In  reply  to  the  further 
Queetions  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  can  only 
say  from  memory  that  I  believe  the 
same  number  of  sittings  will  be  held  at 
liiverpool  as  heretofore ;  and  that,  as  to 
private  practice,  Mr.  Hopwood  will  cer- 
tainly not  depart  from  his  Predecessor's 
rule.   If  bis  Predecessor  did  not  take 

Srirate  pracUce  as  an  understood  con- 
ition  of  his  taking  office,  neither  will 
Mr.  Hopwood ;  but  I  can  say  no  more 
without  Kotice. 

Mr.  FORWOOD  asked  if  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  would  be  good  enough 
to  hold  over  any  further  action  in  the 
matter  until  the  Corporation  had  bad 
an  opportunity  of  considering  bis  letter? 

M^.  CHILDERS  said,  there  was  no 
further  action  to  be  taken.  The  appoint- 
ment had  been  made  on  the  expressed 
conditions  as  to  salary  whioh  be  bad  ex- 
plained. 

LoED  CLAUD  HAMILTON  said,  be 
was  sorry  to  trouble  the  right  hon.  Qeu- 
tleman  further ;  but  be  must  ask  if  be 
had  any  objections  to  apply  to  Mr.  Hop- 
wood  the  same  limitations  which  were 
in  force  as  regarded  bis  Predecessor  ? 
The  matter  was  really  of  great  import- 
ance to  Lirerpool. 

Mb.  CHILDERS  said  that  if  the 
noble  Lord  had  given  him  Notice  he 
could  have  said  what  commimications 
had  passed,  and  how  they  bad  been 
dealt  with ;  but,  as  he  had  stated,  Mr. 
Hopwood  would  be  governed  by  the 
same  rules  as  hie  Fredeceesor  in  office 
with  regard  to  private  practice. 

Mr.  AMBROSE  wished  to  point  out 
that  there  was  some  misapprehension 
with  regard  to  the  Recorder  of  Liver- 
pool tacing  private  practice.  That  offi- 
cial always  had  taken  private  practice ; 
and,  so  far  from  its  being  

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
is  entitled  to  put  a  Question,  bat  not  to 
ai^ue. 

FBANOB  AND  UADAQASOAB— THE 
TREATY  OP  PEACE. 

Sir  DONALD  CUERIE  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  fcHr  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  following  telegram  from 
Paris,  published  in  Tht  Dailjf  X/ewa  of 
the  19th  instant:— 

JI6-.  ChOdfrt 
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"  Paris,  Tbnnday  Kight 
*' A  member  of  fbs  CommlttM  named  to  ie> 
port  on  the  Ptetrimonio  TVeaty  infoniM  neflnt 
tb«  HoTU  woald  nerer  have  accepted  thtt 
settlement  of  their  quarrel  vith  Fraace  bad  it 
not  been  for  the  ecrew  pot  upon  them  Lord 
SaUsburv*!  Cabinet.  In  return  {or  this  aer- 
vice  M.  Haaa,  the  French  Agent  at  Maodalar, 
waa,  my  {Dfonnant  save,  disavowed  by  hti  Go- 
venunent,  and  King  Theehav  alMBdoned; " 

and,  to  be  so  good  as  to  inform  the 
House  what  are  the  facts  of  the  case? 

THBUNDERSEORETARTor  STATE 
(Mr.  Bbtce)  :  The  statement  referred  to 
is  entirely  without  foundation.  Her  Ha- 
jesly's  Qorernment  have  not  interfered, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  negotiations 
between  France  and  Madagascar. 

INDU  (TELEGRAPH  DEPAETMENT)- 
PROUOTION— aiOEVANCES  OF 
0FFICEB8. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  asked  the  Uoder 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whetbo- 
it  is  the  fact  that  the  complaints  of  the 
officers  of  the  Telegraph  Department  in 
the  Government  of  India  in  respect  of 
absence  of  promotion  have  been  long 
admitted  by  the  Government  of  India 
to  be  well  founded ;  whether  any  aad 
what  steps  have  been  or  are  about  to  he 
taken  to  remedy  their  grievances ;  and, 
whether  he  wiU  communicate  with  the 
Government  of  India  with  a  view  of  lay* 
ing  before  Parliament,  at  an  earl^  date, 
all  the  papers  relating  to  the  sabieot  ? 
Thb  UNDER  SEaRETARToFSTATB 

(Sfar    UOHTSED  KAT-SHTTFrLBWOBTK}: 

The  £eu!t  that  there  are  grounds  for  com- 
plaint  has  been  adnutted,  and  is  the 
subject  of  correspondence  with  the  Go- 
vernment of  India,  with  the  hope  of 
increasiog  the  effijciency  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  remedying  all  just  grievances. 
Afi  soon  as  possible  information  will  be 
given  to  Parliament. 

BURMAH  — THE  BRITISH  AUTHORI- 
TIES—MILITARY EXECUTI0N8-THB 
PROVOST  MARSHAL. 

D&.  CAMERON  asked  the  Under  8e- 
<»etary  of  State  for  India,  If  he  wiU 
state  the  result  of  the  promised  inves- 
tigation into  the  conduct  of  Colonel 
Hooper,  the  Ftovost  Marshal,  stated  by 
Th»  Timtt  Correspondent  at  MandaUy 
to  have  attempted  to  extort  evidence 
from  one  Burmese  prisoner  by  unautho- 
rised preparations  for  his  execution,  and 
to  have  photographed  other  prisoneia 


{COMMONS) 
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vlule  in  the  act  of  being  shot;  whe- 
tiier  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
Denwidi  from  the  same  Correspondent, 
pnbliehed  in  The  :iVnur,  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  in  which  the  Oorrespondent 
asserts  that  the  Military  authorities  vho 
eondneted  the  inqui^  abstained  from 
taking  eridoice  from  Enropean  civilians^ 
a  number  of  whom  he  names  as  having 
been  eyewitnesses  of  what  he  described, 
andreoeiTed  *'  only  the  evidence  of  the 
implicated  parties ;  "  whether,  if  this  be 
tru^  he  will  take  steps  to  secure  a 
thorough  and  impartial  inquiry ;  and, 
vbether  any  and,  if  so,  what  steps 
have  been  taken  in  the  case  of  Qolonel 
Hooper  in  connection  with  this  matter  ? 
The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
(ffir  Ughtbed  KAY-SHunxEWOETa) :  I 
have  to  say  that  we  have  receired  from 
Lord  Dufferin  the  following  Report — 
namely,  that  the  investigation  of  the 
chaiges  against  the  Provost  Marshal 
shows  that  he  did  photograph  men 
undergoing  execn^on,  out  £at  the  pri- 
soners were  bHndfoldedt  and  did  not 
know  that  Ihey  wwe  being  photo- 
graphedj  nor  were  the  executions  in 
any  way  protracted ;  that  on  one  ooca- 
Bion  an  attempt  was  made,  under  the 
Provost  MarshaPs  orders,  to  extract 
evidence  by  threats  of  execution ;  that 
for  both  these  offences  he  will  be 
severely  censured,  and  will  lose  the 
preferment  which  he  had  otherwise  de- 
served ;  and  that  his  office  exists  no 
longer.  The  results  itiua  reported  by 
the  Viceroy  by  no  means  satisfied  the 
Secretary  of  State.  He  has,  conse- 
quently, communicated  with  the  Vice- 
roy by  telegraph.  As  soon  as  the  Se< 
creta^  of  State  is  in  possession  of 
further  infonnation,  I  shall  take  care 
to  make  it  known  to  the  House.  Per- 
haps the  hen.  Member  for  Newry  (&Ir. 
J.  U.  U'Carthy)  will  accept  this  as  an 
answer  to  his  GUnatton. 

Da.  CAMERON:  In  a  few  days  I 
shall  pnt  a  further  Question. 

RAILWAY  RATES-LEGISIiATION. 

Mb.  MACDONALD  CAMERON 
asked  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whetiier,  as  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  intended  to  introduce  a  Bill 
dealing  with  the  question  of  excesdve 
Railway  Rates,  and  were  prevented  from 
doing  so  by  resignation.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  introducing  a  similar  measure 
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dealing  with  Railway  Rates  generally ; 
and,  whether  they  are  prepared  to  take 
immediate  action  with  regard  to  the 
prohibitory  rates  now  being  charged  for 
agricultural  produce  and  fish,  so  that 
our  Korthem  farmers  and  fishermen 
can  bring  their  produce  to  the  lar^e 
centres  or  populaMon  at  prices  that  will 
compete  with  that  now  being  imported 
from  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  so 
help  in  a  tangible  degree  the  present 
trade  depression  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Mtodella): 
In  reply  to  the  first  portion  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  I  beg  to  state  that 
I  have  given  Notice  of  my  intention  to 
introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject of  railway  rates.  In  reply  to  the 
second  branch  of  the  Question,  the  only 
action  I  can  take  in  the  matter  is  to 
introduce  and  lose  no  opportunity  of 
passing  this  legislation  through  the 
House;  and  this,  I  need  hardly  say,  I 
fully  intend  to  do. 

Vbl.  CAMERON:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  inform  the  Hotiye  of  the 
scope  of  his  proposals  ? 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  Will  the  pro- 
posals  extend  to  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  MUNDELLA:  Yes;.  I  believe 
the  Bill  will  extend  to  the  whole  of  the 
Three  Kingdoms. 

BTJRMAH—THE  AKKEXED  TERRITORT. 

Lo«D  T'RANCIS  HERVET  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
If  hecan  state  the  limitsof  the  "territories 
formerly  governed  bv  Theebaw  "  which 
have  been  annexed  by  proclamation  to 
the  dominions  of  the  Crown,  and  whe- 
ther the  territories  annexed  include  the 
Earennee  Counter,  Manipur,  or  other 
Countries  marked  "Independent"  in 
the  map  prefixed  to  Mr.  Colquhonn's 
work  on  "  Burma  and  the  Burmans ; " 
whether  it  ia  the  case  that  a  garrison  of 
18,000  men  is  to  be  maintained  in 
Burma ;  whether  further  Papera  on  the 
subject  can  yet  be  presented ;  and,  if  he 
will  also  lay  upon  the  Table  Papers  re- 
lative to  the  cession  of  GwaUor,  and  the 
accompanying  arrangements  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  Ughtred  KAT-SHnnxE- 
worth)  :  The  territories  formerly  go- 
verned by  King  Theebaw  do  not  include 
the  Karennee  Country,  nor  the  protected 
State  of  Manipur,  nor  certain  tribes  on 
the  West  already  under  the  inflnenoe  of 
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tho  QorenuDuxt  at  India.  H^e  nolde 
Lord  will  readil;;^  see  that  it  would  not 
be<  possible,  at  so  earlj  a  stage  of  the 
CKxrapation  of  the  eomdnry,  to  state  the 
precise  boundaries  of  the  territories  now 
incorporated  in  Her  Majealy's  Domi- 
nions. The  preeent  number  of  troops  in 
Burmah,  both  Upper  and  Lower^  does 
nofe  aoMuntto  18,000.  Until  the  conn- 
try  is  packed  it  would  be  impossible  to 
state  what  foroe  it  Trill  be  neoeasary 
pennaiwatly  to  maintain  there.  I  hope 
shortly  to  lay  on  the  Table  farther 
Fappn  promised  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  as  to  the  Provost 
Uarshal's  acts,  and  as  to  the  executions; 
but  at  present  there  are  no  other  Papws 
which  can  be  laid  iipr>Q  the  Table  with 
advantage.  In  answer  to  the  noble 
Lord's  last  Qaestiom,  as  soon  as  the  Cor^ 
respendenee  regarding  the  ceesion  of 
the  fort  of  Gwalior  is  ^jomplerte,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  will  consider  in  what 
form  information  can  best  be  given  to 
Parliament  ? 

Me.  O'KELLT  :  Will  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman include  the  number  ni  men  ahot 
by  the  Provost  Marshal  ? 

Sib  UQHTEED  KAY-SHUTTLE- 
"WOETH:  Every  information  on  the 
fiubjeot  which  we  can  get  J  assure  the 
hon.  Member  will  be  oommnnicaied  to 
the  Hoose. 

THE  imOISTBAB  G£NEBAtt'B  DEPABT- 
HENT  ^KEl4&2a)). 

m.  P.  M'DONALD  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
a  certain  Minute,  addressed  by  the  Ee- 
gistrar  General  of  Dublin  to  the  olerks 
in  his  Deparfanent ;  &lid,if  so,  whether  the 
contemplated  changes  ia  the  staff  whereby 
the  juniors  are  to  be  discharged  and  the 
seniors  to  be  advanced  has  the  approval 
of  the  Bight  honourable  gentleman ; 
and,  -whether  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment, whose  duty  it  is  to  have  charge  of 
the  safe  kee|)iBg  of  all  documents  and 
records  relating  to  his  office,  is  the  gen- 
tleman who,  on  being  called  upon  by 
the  Court,  in  the  case  of  the  Dublin 
Corporation  against  the  Kingstown 
Town  Gommissioners,  to  produce  cer- 
tain necessary  public  documents,  stated 
they  were  then  made  into  pulp,  the  con- 
seq^uence  of  which  was  that  the  Oorpo- 
ration  was  nonsuited  ? 

Th»  chief  SEORETAET  (Mr. 
Jomr  Mcao^) :  The  scheme  recently 

Sir  XTghtred  Sjm-ShvUUumth 


adopted  for  tlie  reoKgaajixatioQ  of  the 
Begistrar  General's  Department  waa  ap- 
proved and  issued  before  I  took  Office^ 
and  no  occasion  has  y«4(  arisen  for  its 
reoonsideratioD  by  me.  I  understand 
that  two  geutleiaen — one  of  Whom  is  in 
his  60th  year,  and  the  other  in  bis  jt4th 
year— have  been  selected  for  pensions 
in  order  to  forward  the  work  of  reoi^ft" 
nizatioB.  The  document  which  was 
.  sought  to  be  produced  at  the  trial  re- 
ferred to  was  the  "  press  proof"  of  the 
Couus,  which  had  never  been  in  the 
custody  of  the  Begistrar  General ;  and  I 
am  informed  by  my  right  hem.  aad 
learned  Friend  the  Attwney  General 
for  Ireland,  who  was  oounsri  for 
the  Corporation  on  the  ocnaskm,  that 
its  non-produotion  was  not  the  ground 
of  the  non-suit.  It  transpired  in  the 
course  of  the  hearing  that  the  Census 
Papers  of  1861  had  been  pulped.  This 
was  done  by  order  of  the  Government* 
in  pursuance  of  an  opinion  of  the  Law 
Officers  that  these  dooumenta  are  privi- 
leged and  might  be  destroyed  when 
they  had  been  osed  for  the  offloial 
Report. 

Mn.  P.  M 'DONALD:  Might  I  aak 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  how  the  caee 
was  to  be  proved  by  the  Corpwation  of 
Dublin  against  the  Commissiotiers  when 
these  very  necessary  publio  doouments 
were  destroyed?  They  were  required 
at  the  triiU,  ud  were»  consequently,  eaeea- 
tially  necessary.  I  mi^ht  also  eek  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  the  reasons  for 
the  proposed  changes  were  in  order  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  certain  persods 
who  bold  high  positions  in  the  office, 
and  for  this  reason  it  was  proposed  to 
discharge  some  of  the  deib  of  the  De- 
partment ? 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY :  I  am  sure  the 
hon.  Member  will  excuse  me  if  I  do  not 
answer  that.  As  to  the  other  points  re- 
specting the  documents,  aJl  I  oaa  aay  is 
that  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
who  was  counsel  for  the  Corporation,  gives 
it  as  his  opinion  that  the  document  was 
not  regarded  as  essentially  necessary. 

EDDOATION  DBFAETUBNT— SOHOCOi 
BOABD  SUUM0NSB8. 

Mb.  TEiNNINaS  asked  the  Seereta^ 
of  State  for  the  Home  Departaiant, 
Whether  he  is  aware  of  the  facta  re- 
ported in  the  daily  papers,  that,  on  the 
10th  of  February,  upwards  of  fcrrty 
summonses  were  luwird  at  (he  Thames 
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Poliee  Court  agcuart  parent*  for  not 
Bending  their  children  regulail^  to 
school ;  liiat  the  defondanto  irere,  in 
tlte  majority  of  instaBMs,  women  of  the 
very  pooreiA  oUss,  and  that  the^  pleaded 
their  inability  to  aend  thefr  dbiraren  to 
school  on  acoott&t  of  illnest,  porerty, 
and  vant  of  proper  clothes;  that,  never- 
tbelsas,  fines  vere  imposed  in  some 
oaaee,  and  that,  in  defiiult  of  distress, 
imprisonment  folloved ;  and,  whether  be 
is  now  disposed,  oonsideiing  the  great 
and  unusual  hardsbipe  to  which  the 
poor  are  at  present  subjected,  to  use  his 
authority  with  the  magistratiea  to  pro- 
cure a  more  merciful  adminislaTation  of 
the  Law  in  these  cases  ? 

The  8E0BBTA.RY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
C&iLDBBs) :  I  have  obtained  a  lUport 
from  the  Ohief  Magistrate  ou  the  snb- 
jeet  of  BummonseB  to  parents  for  not 
sending  thmr  children  to  sefaool.  The 
hon.  Member  ie  no  doubt  aware  that 
women  are  only  by  law  entitled  to  ap- 
pear for  their  huBbands.  I  am  assured 
tliat  the  Metropolitan  Magistrates  make 
a  rule  of  always  taking  into  their  most 
careful  consideration  all  extenuating 
ciMametances,  as  poverty,  illness,  &c. ; 
in  fact,  they  are  always  being  charged 
wifb  too  merciful  an  administration  of 
the  law.  I  see  no  reason  to  issne  any 
speeial  instruotions. 

POUTIOAL  MEETINGS— SPEECH  OF 
HR.  JOHN  UOBLEY  AT  OHELHS- 

FORD. 

Babon  HENBY  D£  WOBMB  naked 
the  Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute* 
nant  of  Ireland,  Whether  the  follow- 
ing is  a  correct  Beport  of  words  ha 
uttered  at  Ohelmsfora.  on  7  th  January 
1886:— 

"  Do  what  yoQ  win  vith  year  Knlei  of  Pro- 
cedure, yon  will  not  have  restored  tlw  British 
Farliamiit,  yon  will  not  hare  made  the  British 
people  maater  of  its  own  house,  until  you  have 
aeviaed  some  scheme  or  other  which  will  ro* 
move  the  Irish  Mombers  from  the  British 
HonsB  of  Commons ;  ** 

and,  whether  the  Bight  honourable 
gentleman  still  adheres  to  the  policy  be 
then  advooated  7 

Mb.  T.  p.  0»OONNOB  :  Before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  that 
Question,  will  he  state  whether  be  is 
aware  that  the  proposal  contained  in  his 
epeeeh  is  ezaoUy  similar  to  a  proposal 
made  by  Mr.  Wilfrid  Blunt,  late  Con- 


servatcre  candidatet  fbr  N«vtii  Oamberr 
wrtlf 

The  ohief  8ECBKTABT  (Mr. 
JoHiT  Moblxt)  :  I  was  not  aware  thai 
Mr.  Blunt's  proposal  coincided  with  the 
opinion  I  expreesed.  The  repoit .  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers  appeivs 
to  be,  in  substance,  correct.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  whether  I  attU  adhere 
to  the  poliey  which  ^ose  wends  mppaar 
to  adTOoate.  I  think,  on  tiie  vhue,  it 
would  be  more  eonvenient  tiutt  the 
polity  to  which  I  adhere  should  be 
stated  in  all  its  fulness  on  the  proper 
occasion. 

SEA  XND  coast  FISHEQTB3  (IfiELAND) 
— REPOBT  OP  THE  COMMISSION  ON 
TRAWUttd. 

OoLoHEL  NOLAN  asked  t^e  Ohief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  If  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  thefollowing  paragn^hs 
in  the  Report  of  the  Trawlmg  Oonxmie- 
sion ; — 

"  The  fishermen  yiere  almost  unaDimoQs  in 
stating  that  the  decrease  of  haddock  and  flat 
fish  had  been  oontempoxaneoos  with  trawling  ; 

"In  Norway  and  Sweden  there  is  no  bMtm 
trawling : 

"  In  Denmark,  in  France  (except  in  a  few 
places  for  special  reasons],  and  in  Germany,  off 
some  parts  of  the  Baltic  Coast,  it  ia  forbidden 
by  law  within  the  three  miles  Umh : 

"  The  nnmbMr  of  fish  on  particalar  gionndi, 
especially  in  narrow  waters,  may  be  sensibly 
diminished  by  the  me  of  the  beam  trawl ; " 

if  it  has  now  been  <^ciaUy  admitted  by 
the  Goverament  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  fishermen  and  the  inhabitants  re- 
siding near  Galway  Bay  would  desire 
that  trawling  should  be  prohibited  in 
the  whole  or  part  of  l^e  Bay ;  and,  if 
the  GoTemment,  either  by  legislation  or 
otherwise,  will  endearour  to  give  effect 

Tab  CHIEF  SEORETABT  (Mr.  Johk!. 
MorZiBy)  :  I  think  I  shall  best  answer 
this  Question  by  quoting  a  pasaage  from 
a  Beport  of  the  Inepectors  of  S'isheries 
on  &e  subject   The  Inspectors  sa^ — 

"If  it  were  admitted  dufr  the  loeliags  of  a 
ocxtain  class  of  flshermea  »  of  the  inhabitants 
of  a  certain  place  a^iainst  a  certain  mode  of. 
fishiDg,  such  as  trawling,  should  be  the  basis  on 
which  that  mode  of  fishing  sboald  be  prohibited, 
the  Boyal  Oonnnissim  shonld  have  raported  that 
trawlii^  should  bs  prohilutad  on  the  Sast  Oowt 
of  Sootland  and  parts  of  the  East  Coast  of  Eng- 
land in  consequence  of  the  feeling  exhibited  by 
other  fishermen  in  these  places.  The  practice 
of  trawling  should  only  be  prohibited  m  oases 
where  it  may  be  proved  that  it  ii  iajorious  and 
detrimenfad  to  the  flsheriss,  and  oonsafmntly 
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thepubUi)  idtanitt.   Tbii  hu  not  bMQ  ^ved 

in  draiw&j  "Buy.  On  the  contrary,  the  ertdenoe 
proved  to  thfi  Batisfaction  of  the  Inepectora  the 
neeearify  lor  repealing  in  1S77  a  bye-law  pro- 
hibiting'ft  in  eertdn  ^ooea  in  tiiat  bay." 

SEED  8T7PPLY  (IRELAND)  ACT  — 
FOURTH  INSTALMENT  OF  RATE 
—POSTPONEMENT  OF  PAYMENT. 
OoLONEL  NOLAN  aaked  the  Ofaief  8e- 
oretoij  for  ijeliuid,  If,  in  eonaideratioii 
of  tiie  diffioaltiea  oauaed  by  the  a^icul- 
taval  depression,  he  voold  permit  suoh 
unioiu  as  might  apply  for  more  time  to 
defer  the  payment  of  the  fourth  and  last 
instalment  of  the  Seed  Bate  for  another 
twelve  montbsP 

Thb  OHIEF  8E0RETAET  (Mr.  John 
Moai£7) :  We  are  in  oommuDieation 
with  the  Treasury  on  this  subject ;  and 
if  the  Question  is  repeated  towards  the 
end  of  the  week,  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
giro  the  hon.  Member  a  de6nite  an- 
swer. 

DISTURBANCES  IN  THB  METROPOLIS 
— POWBR  OF  THE  CHIEF  COMHIS- 
8I0NER  OF  POLICE  IN  EVENT  OF 
BECUBRBNOE. 

OoLOHKL  HUGH  ES-HALLBTT  asked 
the  gTeoretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  Obief  Com- 
missioner of  Police  has  absolute  power 
to  Bot  on  his  own  responsibility,  and 
take  what  measures  he  deems  necessary, 
should  the  oooasion  require  it,  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrenoe  of  such  riots  as  dis- 
graced the  Metropolis  on  Monday  8th 
February,  or  whether  he  is  bound  to 
seek  for  instructions  Brst  from  the  Home 
Office? 

The  secret ARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childbeb)  :  On  Thursday  last  I  ex- 
plained the  relations  between  the  Home 
Office  and  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
with  respect  to  this  matter.  I  gare  not 
merely  the  dry  law,  but  also  the  facts. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  asks  me  a 
Question  whic^  is  really  one  of  law.  On 
the  former  occasion  I  stated  that  the  Chief 
Oommissioner  was  free  to  make  what 
avrangemeuta  might  be  considered  ne- 
cessary with  respect  to  any  meetings  to 
preserve  the  peace.  I  also  explained  ^at 
the  Police  Orders,  after  being  issued, 
are  forwarded  to  the  Home  Office;  but 
the  Commissioner  does  not,  of  necessity, 
consult  the  Home  Office  previous  to 
giTing  them. 

Jfr.  John  Mbrky 


BURJtAH-LICENSED  OPIUM  SHOPS. 

Mb.  hunter  asked  the  Secntuy 
of  State  for  India,  Whether,  haviDg 
regard  to  the  consequences  of  licennag 
of  opium  shops  in  British  Burmah,  as 
disclosed  in  a  Memorandum  by  C.  U. 
Aitchison,  esquire,  late  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  British  Burmah,  addressed  to 
the  0OTernment  of  India  in  1880,  tke 
Qovemment  will  prohibit  the  opening 
of  opiiun  shops,  and  the  sale  of  <^iam, 
in  the  newly  annexed  territon'  ? 

The  UNDER  SECBETABTopSTATK 
(Sir  UaHTBXD  Kay-  Snurrui  w  obto)  :  No 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  liceni- 
ing  of  opium  shops  in  Burmah  has  yet 
been  received  from  the  Government  of 
India.  But  I  have  no  doubt  they  will 
discourage  the  sale  of  opium  in  the 
newly-annexed  territory,  so  far  as  this 
may  be  practicable,  considering  that  the 
drug  is  believed  to  be  already  in  com- 
mon use. 

INLAND  KBYBNUE-INCOMB  TAX- 
SCHEDULE  A. 

Me.  BARRY  asked,  Mr.  Attorney 
Oeneral,  If  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  statement  recently  made  in  Tlu 
Daily  Ntwi  in  reference  to  the  income 
tax,  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  We  continue  to  be  overwhelmed  with  lettm 
on  the  subject  of  the  deduotion  for  income  tax 
which  a  tenant  is  allowed  to  make  from  his  rent. 
We  mn«t  adhere  to  ovr  original  fet&temeat  tint 
the  rent  of  a  man's  honae  is  free  from  iocom 
tax.  .  .  We  are  hopeless  of  convincing  mm  fi 
oar  correspondeats,  who  sayt  that  *  If  a  mis 
agrees  to  take  a  house  at  a  hundred  a-year  be 
has  no  legal  right  to  deduct  the  income  tax  on 
that  hundred  a-year.'  An  Act  of  Parliament 
expressly  says  that  he  has,  and  we  oansot  ex* 
pect  that  a  gentleman  who  upsets  the  aothori^ 
of  the  L^slaton  will  aeo^t  onrs  ; 

"  We  will  make  a  final  attempt  to  explain 
our  meaning  by  taking  a  Mmccete  ease.  A.  B.'i 
inaome  from  all  sowoes  is  a  thoosand  a-yav. 
The  rent  of  his  hotoae  is  a  hnndrad  a^^'sar.  He 
is  entitled  to  no  other  exemption.  'Cpwa  vhst 
som  does  he  really  pay  inoome  tax  P  The  oer- 
raspondents  to  whom  we  have  referred  say  a 
thousand  pounds.  We  aay  ninekaadredpoandi, 
becau«e  he  can  dedact  the  tax  ftom  t£«  h«n- 
dred  pounds  which  he  would  otherwise  owe  ts 
his  landlord ; " 

and,  as  there  is  evidently  much  confa- 
uon  of  opinion  on  this  matter,  would  he 
say  if  the  view  taken  by  The  Daify  iPwi 
is  in  conformity  with  Law  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  OBNEHAL  (Mr. 
Obables  Russeix)  :  The  landlord  of 
premises  is  liable  to  the  Income  Tax 
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under  Schedule  A.  It  is  sometimea 
called  the  Property  Tax.  This  tax  is  in 
the  first  instuice  paid  by  the  tenant, 
who  is  entitled  by  law  in  the  case  put  to 
deduct  from  the  rent  the  amount.  The 
tenant  is  liable  for  Income  Tax  on  the 
full  amount  of  his  income ;  but  if  the 
premises  are  used  tor  bnsinpss  tlie  rent 
16  taken  into  aooouut  in  estimating  the 
income.  If  the  house  is  not  used  for 
the  purpose  of  businesB  from  whiGh 
he  makes  hie  income,  then,  like  any 
other  expenditure,  it  is  not  taken  into 
account.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  in 
the  case  put  a  tenant  would  pay  ou  the 
full  sum  of  £1,000.  I  hope  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  I  do  not  consider  it  to 
be  part  of  my  duties,  nor  has  it  been  con- 
sidered so  by  my  Predecessors,  to  answer 
any  legal  puzzle  which  hon.  Members 
may  choose  to  put  to  me. 

IRELAKI)— SUPPRESSION  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  LEAGUE. 

Ub.  BADOUFFE  OOOEE  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  Hor  Majesty's 
Gorernment  to  restore  the  authority  of 
the  Crown  in  Ireland  by  suppressing 
the  so-called  National  League  ? 

TnE  FIRST  LOED  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gx^DBTON£} :  I  can  assure,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Ternment  is  very  desirous  to  see  the 
authority  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland 
restored  to  that  full  btate  of  effioiency 
which  it  enjoys  in  England  and  Scot- 
land— in  a  great  degree  through  the 
sympathy  and  sense  of  the  people. 
We  deem  that  the  condition  of  Ireland 
in  that  respect  is  one  requiring  our 
closest  and  most  anxious  consideration 
aud  attention ;  but  I  have  already  stated 
that  Booording  to  such  inTostigations  of 
facts  as  we  nave  been  able  to  make 
since  our  recent  accession  to  Office,  we 
do  not  conceive  it  would  be  wise,  or 
justifiable,  or  politic  on  our  part  to  seek 
the  restoration  of  that  authority  to  full 
effioiency  through  the  medium  of  an 
immediate  application  to  Parliament  for 
special  crimmal  legislation.  That  an- 
swer, of  course,  includes  the  negative  to 
the  Question  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
asks. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  —  THE 
SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  PKOOEDURE. 

Mb.  NOBRIS  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treaaury,  If  he  will  gire  such 


recommendation  to  the  S^ot  Committee 
on  Procedure,  as  will  prevent  any  Billfl 
of  the  importance  of  the  Parliamentary 
Franchise  (Extwsion  to  Women)  BiU 
being  brought  on  for  discussion  in  this 
House  after  midnight  ? 

The  FIB8T  LOED  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Giadstoke)  :  It  is,  of  course,  no  part 
of  my  du^  individually  to  give  recom- 
mendations  to  the  Belect  Oommittee. 
But  the  subject  is  one  which  may  fairly 
be  considered  in  that  Committee ;  and  \ 
have  no  doubt  the  question  will  be 
taken  notice  of  by  some  Members  of 
that  Gomncnittee  with  a  view  of  ^ving 
it  eff^. 

SOOTLAND  —  THE  ESTABLISHED 
OHUROH-DISESTABLISHMENT. 

Sib  DONALD  CtlEEIE  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether, 
having  regard  to  the  present  position  of 
the  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  Scotland,  and 
the  guarantee  of  Presbyterians  under 
the  Treaty  of  Union,  Her^  Majesty's 
Government  will  institute  an  inquixyfbj 
Boyal  Commission  or  otherwise,  into 
the  wishes  of  the  Scottish  nation  in 
regard  to  disestablishment,  and  the 
future  application  of  the  teinds  in  the 
event  of  disestablishment  being  deured 
by  the  people  of  Scotland,  and  decided 
upon  by  Parliament  ? 

The  FIEST  LOUD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone):  In  answer  to  my  ton.. 
Friend,  I  may  say  that  it  has  been  the 
feeling  of  the  Members  of  the  present 
Government,  and  I  think  generally  of 
those  who  are  iu  political  sympathy 
with  it,  that  this  important  <juestiou  of 
the  continuance  and  circumstances  of 
the  Established  Church  in  Scotland 
should  be  left  as  much  as  possible  to  the 
spontaneous  action  and  consideration  of 
the  country.  I  need  not  tell  my  hon. 
Friend  how  very  competent  the  Scotch 
people  are  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
such  questions,  and  of  considering  whe- 
ther a  change  ought  to  take  place ;  and, . 
if  BO,  in  what  manner  it  should  be  ad- 
justed, and  what  would  be  the  probable 
consequences  of  it,  either  to  the  union 
or  disunion  of  the  great  Presbyterian 
bodies.  But  my  opinion  is  that  if  we 
were  to  appoint  any  Koyal  Commission, 
or  appear  to  stir  this  question  by  the 
use  of  the  Executive  authorily,  it  would 
hardly  be  consistent  with  the  languogo 
that  has  been  held  iu  Scotland  and 
with  our  desire  that  an  unbiased  opi? 
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nion  should  be  formed  upon  it  by  the 
people  of  Scotland. 

BEGI8TRATI0N  OP  VOTERS- 
LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  OONTBEAEE  a»ked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treaauiy,  Whether,  baring 
regard  to  the  declaration  in  favour  of  a 
reriev  of  the  vhole  subject  of  Registra- 
tion contained  in  his  manifesto  to  the 
electors  of  Hidlotfaian,  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  present  Government  to  introduce 
any  measure  for  Uie  amaendment  and 
8impli6cati<ni  of  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Registration  of  Parliamentary  Voters  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Glasstoke)  :  I  am  not  surprised  at 
the  appearance  of  this  QuestioD^  which 
relates  to  a  subject  tJiat  has  been 
specially  commended  to  the  considera- 
tion ot  the  oountry  and  the  new  Par- 
liament. The  reason  why  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  thought  them- 
selves justified,  at  the  first  moment  on 
the  assembling  of  the  new  Parliament, 
in  opening  this  question  for  discussion  in 
the  House  of  Omnmona  is  that  perhaps 
this  is  not  the  moment  at  which  it  is  so 
urgent  as  it  would  be  when  the  life  of 
Parliament  is  somewhat  furUm  ad- 
vanced .  Another  reason  is  that  it  is  our 
first  duty  to  examine  whether  we  shall 
not  have  to  make  very  large  demands 
upon  the  time  of  the  House  with  regard 
to  important  proposals  connected  with 
eocial  order  and  other  great  questions 
in  Ireland  to  which  I  have  previously 
referred — namely,  questions  eonneeted 
with  the  land  and  the  goverhment  of 
that  country. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  asked,  whether, 
in  the  meantime,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  refer  tbequestion  toa  Select 
Committee  ? 

Mil.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  by  no 
means  meet  that  with  a  negative,  and  it 
mU.  he  a  sohjeot  for  oonsidexation. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS'  AKRANGEMENTS 
—SELECT   COMMITTEE  OF  1867-8  — 
OVER.CROWDING  IN  THE  HOUSE. 
Mk.  MITCHELL  HENRY  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  the 
Government  will  undertake  to  deal  with 
the 'subject  of  overcrowding  in  the  House 
of  Commonsi  or  will  consent  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Committee  to 
whom  ahaH  be  referred  the  Reports  of 
tiie  Select  Committee  of   1867>8  on 

Jfr.  W.  JC.  Qlad$t9n» 


"  House  of  Commons  Arrangements," 
and  in  the  meantime  will  take  steps  to 
reprint  these  Reports  with  the  accom- 
panying  drawings? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  :  Whether  beneficially  in 
other  respects  or  not,  some  relief  to  the 
state  of  tension  which  this  question  has 
reached  at  the  opening  of  Parliament 
has  been  afiorded  by  the  change  of  Go- 
veroment  which  has  taken  place.  It 
has  brought  about,  if  not  a  perfect  di- 
vision, a  more  equal  diyision  of  the 
Members  of  this  House.  I  think  it  very 
likely  that  this  question  may  come  up 
for  consideration  after  theHouse  has  had 
a  little  more  experience  of  its  existence 
and  working ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  I 
quite  agree  with  my  hon.  FriMid  Uiat  tita 
Reports  of  the  Select  Oommitteeof  1867-8 
on  the  House  of  Oommons  Anauge- 
menis  may  be  very  properly  reprinted 
for  the  use  of  Members. 

EASTERN  AFFAIRS— SIR  H.  DRUM- 
MOND  WOLFF  S  MISSION. 

SiE  JULIAN  G0LD8MID  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  What  course 
the  Government  propose  to  take  with 
regard  to  Sir  Drummond  Wolff  and  his 
mission  to  Egypt  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HIOKS-BEAOH  in- 
terposing, asked,  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  that  the  debate  on  that  subject 
should  be  postponed  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  not  taken  after  a  fixed  hour? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gijldstone):  In  answer  to  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  I  have  to  say  that  my  noble 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (the  Earl  of  Rosebery)  ia  expect- 
ing a  detailed  Report  and  full  communi- 
cations from  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff, 
without  which,  in  point  of  fact,  we 
should  not  be  able  accurately  to  appre- 
ciate his  position  with  reference  to  the 
very  important  and  complicated  and 
difficult  question  which  he  has  in  hand. 
At  the  present  juncture  we  have  no  in- 
tention of  intenering  with  the  continu- 
ance of  Sir  H.  Drummond  WolfTs  Mis- 
sion. With  regard  to  the  Qneslion  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  it  had  been  our 
intention  to  proceed  with  the  Tote  to- 
night ;  but  I  will  at  once  agree  to  post* 
pone  it.  I  am,  however,  informed  that 
the  Vote  ought  to  be  taken  not  later 
than  Thursday. 

■SiH  JULIAN  QOLDSMID  gave  No- 
ttee  that  he  would  osll  attentibn  Ha  Fsr- 
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liam^itary  Fapen,  Egypt,  Nob.  1  «bA  2, 
168$. 

DISTTjaBANCKS  IN  THE  METROPOLIS 
— BEPOBT  OF  THE  OOUHITTEE  0? 
mVESTIGATIOJT. 

STATEUEIfT. 

The  8EOBETART0P  STATE  foe  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Ohil- 
DEBs) :  I  promised  on  Thaxiday  last  to 
lay  on  the  Table — which  I  now  do — the 
Beport  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  o(Hidnct  of  the  polioe  on 
the  8th  of  this  month,  and  into  oUier 
cinmmBtances.  I  am  not  able  now  to 
]»y  them  in  the  fonn  in  which  th^  can 
be  oiroulated  ;  but  I  hope  they  wilt  be 
oircnlated  either  to-morrow  w  on  Wed- 
nesday with  my  Memorandum,  and,  of 
course,  with  the  evidence.  The  evidence 
is  long,  and  haa  been  taken  -at  sittings 
held  every  day  during  last  week— sit- 
tings which  generally  lasted  four  or  five 
hours — and,  of  course,  it  could  not  be 
printed  and  corrected  with  that  rapidity 
which  would  have  otherwise  been  pos- 
sible. I  will  not  now  read  any  consider- 
able part  of  the  Keport — which  is  a  long 
one— but  I  will  read  the  last  paragraph, 
which  says — 

"  We  conclude  our  Report  by  the  Btrong  ex- 
pression of  our  opinion  that  the  administration 
«nd  organtKation  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Force  reqniro  to  be  thoroughly  investigated ; 
and  wo  hope  that  this  investigation  vill  take 
place  without  delay." 

I  think  I  should  also  tell  the  House  that 
I  have  commuDicated  the  substance  of 
the  Beport  to  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Poliee.  I  have  told  him  what  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Committee  are, 
with  my  Memorandum  upon  the  subject ; 
and  this  afternoon  I  received  a  letter 
from  Sir  Edmund  Henderson  placing  his 
resignation  in  my  bauds  for  the  purpose 
of  facilitating  the  re- organization  of  the 
Department,  and  that  resignation  I  have 
accepted.  I  shall  now  lose  no  time 
whatever  in  instituting  inquiries  with  a 
view  of  remedying  the  defects  to  which 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  Eeport  refers. 
Perhaps  the  House,  in  conclusion,  will 
allow  me  to  thank — as  I  very  sincerely 
do — the  four  Gentlemen  who  assisted  mo 
in  this  most  difficult  inquiry — an  inquiry 
which,  without  their  assistanco,  it  wtmld 
have  been  almost  impossiblu  for  mo,  only 
a  day  or  two  after  entering  {Qffi£aj  to 
undertake «ati4{ae^rity,  hut  WAlmlbe- 
„  lievft  ^  -SpajBe  will  find  2iu  bectn  jfuat 


satisfactorily  undertaken.  I  trust  the 
Beport  will  receive  the  approvat  of  the 
House.  I  will  lay  it  on  the  Tabid,  And 
I  hope  the  whole  Papers  wUl  be  distri- 
buted to-morrow  or  on  We^esday. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  wish  to  ask 
the  right  hoc.  Qentleman  whether,  con- 
sidering the  very  great  importance  of 
the  question,  an  early  opp<»iunity  will  be 
given  for  the  discussion  of  the  Beport  ? 

Mr.  CHILDEBS  :  I  think  the  House 
should  have  the  lieport  before  it  beiBM'e 
any  Question  of  that  sort  is  asked.  If, 
after  reading  the  Beport,  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  thinks  it  necessary  to  put  the 
Question,  no  donbt  it  will  be  answered. 

Mr.  "W.  H.  smith  :  I  beg  to  give 
Notice  that  on  Thursday  I  will  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Se- 
cretary what'course  the  Govern  meat  pro- 
pose to  take  with  regard  to  the  Beport, 
and  especially  to  that  portion  of  it  raer- 
ring  to  the  re-organiEatton  of  the  pchUee. 

Mb.  CHILDEBS  :  I  have  stated  that 
I  intend  to  propose  a  complete  inquiry 
into  the  organization  and  adminiatratioa 
of  the  poliee.  I  propose  to  undertake 
that  inquiry  as  rapidly  as  possible.  As 
tu  the  means  and  machinery  by  which 
that  inquiry  is  to  bo  conducted,  that.is  a 
Question  which  I  will  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  put  on  Friday. 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUS80N  asked, 
whether  thwehad not  been  threoMEhaus- 
tive  inquiries  into  the  coganization  of 
the  Metropolitan  Force  darisg  the  last 
IS  years? 

Mb.  CHILDEBS  said,  he  could  speak 
as  to  two  of  iiioee  inqoiries ;  but  b«  was 
not  quite  sure  whether  there  had  been  a 
third. 

CB0FTE&8  (SCOTLAND)  (No.  2)  BIUj. 

Tbe  SBOBETABT  fob  BOOTLAND 

(Mr.  Tbeveltan)  said,  it  might  be  for 
the  convenience  of  the  House  if  he  stated 
that  he  intended  to  postpone  until 
Thursday  the  introdootion  of  tiieCr6fters 
Bill. 

LOCAL  l"iOVEIlNMENT,B;i,?»._ 
ViFcor.NT  PKANBORNE  asked  the 

First,  T-ni'd  ^^{  tlin  Trcnsury,  "Wlietliev 
tlip  T-'ical  Govfrmiu'iit  Bill.  M)n'ch.  11.4 
^(nt^■^l  by  the  Presi'li-lit  of  till'  lioiird  of 
M'riulc,  was  to  intlmlo  Ticlaiiil,  would  be 
iiiti(Jilu<:'f(l  lu'fui-ti  tlie  1st  of  April? 
Thp  FJKSi;  IpED  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
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with  regard  to  the  inelusios  of  Ireland 
was  as  to  an  entirely  different  Bill — 
—namely,  that  deiding  vith  railway 
xates. 


QUEEN'S  SPEECH  —  HER  MAJESTY'S 

answer  to  the  address. 
Thb  comptroller  op  thk 
HOUSEHOLD  (Mr.  Mahjoeibahks)  re- 
porttd  Her  Majesty's  Answer  to  the  Ad- 
dress, as  followetii : — 

/  have  reetived  with  mttth  tati^iutim  your 
hyal  and  dutiful  Addrm. 

I  rely  teith  confident  on  your  Mturanoe  that 
th»  MtMutvt  which  may  U  atAmitM  to  you  will 
reeeivt  your  mott  careful  eonsideration. 

MO  T20Na. 


PAftLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE— OEDER  OF  PUBLIC  BUSI- 
NESS—RESOLUTION. 

But  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
am  anxious,  Sir,  to  ask  your  ruling  upon 
a  point  of  Order,  arising  out  of  the 
Busiaeu  of  the  eyening.  Committee  of 
Supply  stands  as  the  first  Order  this 
evening ;  and  I  apprehend  t^t  in  that 
case  it  is  subjeot  to  Uie  21st  Standing 
Order,  wluoh  provides  tha^ 

"  Whenever  Committee  of  Sopply  Btsnds  as 
the  first  Order  of  the  Day  oo  filooday  or  Tbnrs- 
day,  Mr.  Speaker  shall  leave  the  Chair  without 

gutting  any  Question,  unless  on  first  going  into 
u)}ply  on  the  Army,  Navy,  or  Civil  Ser%-ice 
EstiinateB  respectiveuy,  or  'on  any  Vote  of 
Credit,  aaa  AmMtdment  be  moved  or  QuMtioa 
nieed  reUting  to  the  Estimotas  propoMd  to  be 
taken  in  Supply." 

But,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Prime  Minister  proposes  to  move — 

"That  the  Notices  of  lilotions  relating  to 
Parliameatory  Procedure  and  East  lodia,  Bnxma 
{Expenses  of  Military  Operatiooa)  have  pre- 
cedence of  the  Orders  of  the  Daj-," 

so  that,  although  Committee  of  Supply 
stands  this  evening  as  the  first  Order  of 
the  Day,  yet  it  is  by  no  meaus  the  first 
Business  of  the  evening,  and  may,  in 
fact,  not  be  reached  until  a  late  hour.  I, 
therefore,  wish  to  ask  you,  Sir,  whether, 
under  these  cdreumstanoes,  the  Standing 
Order  No.  21  applies  to  the  Order  for 
Committee  of  Supply  to-night,  or  whe- 
ther any  hon.  Member  will  have  the 
p^ortunity,  on  your  putting  the  Ques- 
tion "that  you  now  leave  the  Chair,"  of 
raising  any  questioa'  he  may  think  it 

Mr.  W.  E.  GladttoM 


desirable  to  raise?  I  thiuk  I  have 
clearly  explained  the  nature  of  my  Ques- 
tion. 

Mb.  SPBASJBB :  In  reply  to  Ae  rigLt 
hon.  Gentleman,  I  horve  to  state  that  I 
do  not  consider  that  the  faet  of  the 
Notiow  referred  to  taking  precedence 
over  Committee  of  Supply  prevents  the 
subsequent  application  of  the  2l8t  Stand- 
ing Order  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  referred.  I  am  bound  by 
the  Rules  of  the  House;  and  tikis  Stend- 
ing  Order  explicitly  says — 

"That  when  on  a  Uonday  CDminittee  of 
Supply  dtall  stand  u  the  first  Order'' 

the  Speaker  shall  leave  the  C9iair  with- 
out  Question  put.  The  House  wIU  ob- 
serve that,  notwithstanding  the  inter- 
polation of  these  Motions,  Committee  of 
Supply  will  still  stand  as  the  first  Order 
of  the  Day.  I  may  say,  however,  that  I 
know  of  no  precedent  for  the  ootirso 
about  to  be  proposed  ;  but  the  Standing 
Order  itself  is  of  comparatively  recent 
introduction.  I  think,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  it  is  not  for  me  to  inter- 
fere, and  say  that  Committee  of  Supply, 
standing  as  the  first  Order  of  the  Day, 
must  be  taken  if  the  House  should  decide 
that  other  Business  should  be  taken  first. 
It  is,  in  my  judgment,  for  the  House 
itself  to  decide  whether  an^  other  Basi- 
nesSf  of  which  proper  Notice  has  been 
given,  shall  take  precedenoe  of  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

The  FIBST  LORD  or  thb  TKEA- 
8XJRY  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstosb):  I 
desire  to  say  a  word  which  may  simplify 
matters.  I  think  the  right  hoo.  Gentle- 
man is  perfectly  justified  in  the  Question 
he  has  put ;  and  I  was  aware  of  the  point 
he  was  about  to  raise.  But  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  would  not  have  pro|>osed  to  obtain 
precedence  for  these  Motions  over  the 
Order  of  the  Day  for  Committee  of 
Sopply  except  upon  veiy  speoific 
grounds.  As  to  tne  first  Notice  of 
Motion — namely,  that  relating  to  Pro- 
cedure—I  thought  it  would  be  greatly 
for  the  oonvenienoeof  the  House  that  no 
time  should  be  lost,  after  what  has  al- 
ready happened,  in  referring  the  subject 
to  a  Select  Committee ;  and  mXh  regard 
to  the  second  Notiee,  relatii^  to  the 
expenses  <^  the  Expedition  to  Bvr- 
mah,  it  has  been  f^t  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  be  our  abso- 
lute duty  to  avail  ourselves  of  the 
very  first  day  on  which  we  could  regu- 
larly introdnce  the  sabjeet,  in  order  that 
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we  might  obey  titie  ^irit  of  the  lav  ve 
have  to  adminiater. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEAOH : 
Ferha^,  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  I  may  nnture  to  remind  the 
right  hoB.  Gtoitleman  that,  although  it 
may  be  neeesiary  to  obey  the  spirit  of 
the  law,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  it  nuely 
oi^ifht  to  be  neceasaty  to  oboy  thd  apixit 
of  the  Standing  Order,  and  to  follow 
that  which  has  Utikerto  been  the  prac- 
tioe  of  l^e  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

' '  That  the  KoUom  of  Uotiou  reUtug  to  Par. 
liamentary  Procedure  and  East  India,  Barma 
[Expennes  of  Military  OperationB)  have  pre- 
cedence of  the  Orden  of  the  Day.** — [Mr. 
W.  E.  OUtdaton*.) 

SiE  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEAOH 
said,  befcwe  the  Motion  was  |Hit  he 
desired  to  make  a  few  obser^aiionB  on 
what  appeared  to  Iiim  to  he  the  very  in- 
convenient, if  not  objeotionable,  {prece- 
dent that  was  about  to  be  made.  The 
spirit  of  the  2  let  Standing  Order  was 
that  it  should  only  apply  when  Supply 
was  not  merely  the  fost  Ordw,  but  the 
fi»t  and  most  important  Basiness  of  the 
eveniag ;  for  the  object  it  aimed  at  was 
not  solely  to  facilitate  the  {wogresa  of  ^e 
Gorernment  with  Supply,  but  to  secure 
that  hon.  Members,  interested  as  they 
all  ought  to  be  in  the  important  matters 
connected  with  Supply,  might  know 
exactly  when  Supply  would  be  taken. 
This  object  would  certainly  be  defeated 
in  a  case  such  as  this,  for  the  Motions  re- 
lating to  Procedure  and  Burmah  would 
oooupy  an  uncertain  time,  cutd  it  was 
impossible  to  say  at  what  hour  Supply 
would  be  taken.  As  to  the  Burmah 
Motion,  it  was  his  own  opinion  that  the 
law  would  be  complied  with  if  it  was 
brought  forward  at  any  period  of  the 
Session ;  but,  grantiuK  that  it  was  im- 
perative  that  it  should  be  takoi  that 
evening,  that  certainly  oonld  not  be  said 
of  the  Motion  with  regard  to  Procedure. 
The  House  ought  not  to  be  asked  to  take 
BO  objectionable  a  course  under  cover  of 
this  Standing  Order,  uoless  the  necrasity 
was  absolutely  imperatiTe,  otherwise 
they  would  be  making  a  precedent; 
and  on  some  other  ooeasion  th^  would 
be  asked  to  poetpone  Supply  to  allow 
of  the  introduction  of  the  Crofters  Bill, 
or  any  other  measure  that  the  OoTern- 
mest  might  wish  to  proceed  with.  It 
«ttrtainly  was  rather  strange  that^  on 


the  very  evening  when  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister was  going  to  appoint  a  Commit- 
tee to  amend  theBuleeof  Procedure,  he 
should  propose  to  contravene  the  spirit 
of  the  Bules  already  in  force.  If  the 
Prime  Minister  could  not  make  some 
motre  convincing  statement  as  to  the 
necessity  of  introducing  other  Business 
before  Supply,  it  was  to  be  hc^d  that, 
since  he  had  already  postponed  the 
most  important  Vote  in  Supply,  he 
might  practically  comply  with  Uie  spirit 
of  the  Standing  Order  by  postponing 
Supply  altogether. 

The  FIRST  LOUD  of  the  TEEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  said, 
that  that  was  not  a  subject  on  which  he 
should  wish  to  have  any  difference  of 
opinion  with  any  large  section  of  the 
House,  or  with  jtght  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  (Sir  Miohad  Hicks-Beach). 
Indeed,  he  thought  it  was  the  last 
Bubj  ect  on  which  he  should  have 
met  with  any  such  opposition.  He 
would  unreservedly  grant  that  the 
request  far  precedence,  if  acceded  to, 
should  not  be  taken  as  an  example 
for  ordinary  oooasions;  and  if  it  was 
the  general  desire  of  the  Honse  that 
Committee  of  Supply  ought  not  to 
come  on  at  a  late  hour  that  evening,  or 
that  it  should  be  altogether  postponed, 
he  should  have  no  difficulty  in  waiving 
the  point,  and  would  not  reust.  But 
before  making  any  eagegement  he  would 
state  to  the  House  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  exact  state  of  the  case.  By  the 
necessity  for  making  that  Motion,  he 
virtually  submitted  to  the  House  the 
question  whether  they  were,  or  were  not, 
justified  in  an  interference  with  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  Bnsideas,  which  he  ad- 
mitted ought  only  to  be  done  on 
special  grounds,  and  ought  not  to  he  a 
precedent  for  all  oooasiozw.  In  the  view 
of  the  GDvemmentf  it  was  their  du^— as 
they  had  not  been  poxnttted  to  nuuke  an 
appltcai^n  to  Faniament  fbr  leave  to 
charge  the  Beveaues  of  India  before  the 
ooet  was  incurred-^it  w«s  their  duty,  in 
opder  to  act  in  the  ^irit  of  the  law, 
absolutely  to  take  the  very  first  day  in 
their  power  for  making  that  applica- 
tion ;  and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said,  and  said  truly,  that  they  ought 
to  pay  attention  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Standing  Ordm  of  the  House,  than  he 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  must  say  it  appeared  to 
be  an  occasion  upon  which  an  exclusive 
attention  to*  the  Staging- Ordare  of  .the 
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House  would  plaoo  theoi  in  conflict  with 
a  muoh  higher  authority— naudy,  with 
that  of  the  Boalm.  It  was  to  give  effect 
to  a  Statute  of  the  Bealm  that  they  pro- 
posed that  night  to  interfere  with  the 
ordinary  course  of  BuBinesa  as  regarded 
Supply.  With  respect  to  the  first 
Motion,  he  might  say  that  in  making 
that  Motion  at  that  early  date  he  had 
been  very  much  governed  by  a  desire  to 
ehow  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself.  The 
right  hon.  Gentl«aaa  bad  thought  the 
subject  of  Frocedare  one  of  such  oom- 
mukding  importance  that  he  had  con- 
sidered it  was  his  duty  to  give  Notice 
that  immediately  after  ti»  debate  on  the 
Address  he  should  propose  that  the 
subject  should  take  precedence  of  all 
other  Busineus  whatsoever.  He  (Mr. 
Qladetone)  hardly  expected,  therefore, 
to  hear  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  miaute  criticisms  which  he  had  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  on  the  subject, 
especially  whan  they  considered  what  a 
wholesale  invasion,  he  was  prepared  to 
make,  not  only  of  the  usual  proceeding 
of  the  House,  but  of  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  private  Members,  in  order  to 
give  free  scope  to  the  discussion  of  tiiis 
very  important  question.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion wiu  leqtect  to  which  the  view  they 
had  taken  was  that  it  was  undoubtedly 
of  a  very  urgent  oharaoter.  Could  they 
hare  aaked  ^e  Houae  to  do  what  tiie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  oj^posibe  proposed 
to  do  7  He  did  not  think  they  oould. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  Session 
that  would  have  been  too  great  and, 
he  had  almost  said,  too  violent  an  in- 
vasion of  the  proceedings  and  of  the 
powers  of  private  Members.  But,  at  the 
same  time.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
thought  it  prudent  that  this  subject 
should  not  be  materially  delayed.  What 
was  the  poution  in  which  they  stood  f 
Not  that  night  alone,  but  aU  Govern- 
ment days  for  several  weeks  to  come 
would  probably  be  required- for  Uie  dis- 
cusaiou  of  Supply.  That  being  so,  if  he 
did  not  propose  the  Oommittee  on  Pro- 
cedure l^at  night,  he^would  be  met  with 
the  same  objection  next  Thursday  or 
next  'M(«iday,  or  on  any  aubsequcait 
Government  night.  In  point  of  fact,  the 
objection  ol  the  right  hon.  Gontlevian 
amounted  to  tbis — that  the  proposal 
with  regard  to  the  Ooaimittee  on  Frooe- 
dure  ahould  be  poet^nad  for.  several 
veeksi  beqau^e  they  had    power- vli«t- 


ever  of  seourii^  the  introduoticm  of  a 
proposal  of  this  kind,  except  by  Mption 
in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 
That  was  hardly  a  reasonable  proposi- 
tion, and  not  consistent  with  the  extra- 
ordinary  demand  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  prepared  to  make  on  the  time 
of  the  House  in  conneution  with  this 
question.  It  oame  to  this, then — thatHer 
Majesty's  Government  had  no  choice  but 
either  to  make  the  proposal  in  this  way, 
or  to  submit  the  question  to  what 
he  might  call  indefinUe  postponement. 
That  uiey  oould  not  consent  to,  for  it 
would  not  have  ■  been  just  in  regard  to 
the  question  itscAf,  nor  fair  or  respec^ul 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa  or  the 
House.  He  might  also  add  that  there 
was  a  peculiarity  in  this  matter.  The 
Government  was  supposed  to  have  the 
command  of  the  management  of  the 
Business  of  the  House  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays.  That  was  hardly  a  oorrect 
supposition,  however,  for  they  had  tjliat 
command  of  arrangements  only  in  re- 
spect of  Orders  of  the  Day.  When  it 
was  necessary  to  make  a  Motion  in  pre- 
cedence of  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  ^en 
application  had  to  be  made  to  the  House 
for  the  purpose,  uid  the  judgmentof  the 
House  taken  on  the  subjeet.  If  it  wore 
tbe  feeling  of  the  House  that  tiie  ap- 
pointment of  the  Committee  (m  Frooe- 
duve  diould  be  postponed  until  Monday, 
or  until  the  most  urgent  part  of  Supply 
was  got  rid  of,  the  Government  would 
not  object.  No  doubt,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
in  the  late  Administration  (Sir  Bichard 
Webster),  whom  he  saw  in  his  place, 
would  place  a  different  construction  upon 
the  Act  of  Parliament  &om  whait  he 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  had  done ;  but  he 
thought  he  might  claim  to  know  quite 
as  much  as  the  late  Attorney  General  of 
the  construction  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
end  as  to  whether  that  was  the  right 
construction  to  put  upon  the  Act. 
Of  this  he  was  quite  sure — there 
were  -two  thinga— -first  of  all,  his  (Mr. 
Gladstone's)  oonstruotion  was  favour- 
able to  the  authority  of  Parliuaeat  und 
to  the  control  of  tbe  3Sx»cutive ;  while 
the  construction  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  removed,  the  -  oon- 
trol  over  the  ^ecutive .  established  by 
enactments ;  secondly,  be  bis  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone's) construction  oorrect,  or  ipoor- 
X9ci,t  U  wais  a  <»04«t7u«lii9Q  which  ,  ijiey 
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had  always  entertained  and  acted  upon ; 
and,  that  being  so,  it  waa  their  dn^  to 
ask  the  Hoaee  of  Commoras  to  act  upon 
it.  These  were  <he  grounds  on  which 
he  made  the  Motion,  which  he  adnutted 
to  be  exceptional ;  bat  he  tfaongfat  the 
House  would  see  that  they  were  amply 
suffldent. 

8iR  EIOHARD  WEBSTEB  said,  that 
as  the  Prime  Minister  had  made  a  direct 
reference  to  him.  he  would  venture  to 
lay  before  the  House  his  riew  of  the 
eoostruction  of  this  Act  of  Parliament. 
j[1ie  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that 
he  (the  Prime  Minister)  knew  a  great 
deal  more  about  Acts  of  Pariiaraent 
than  he  (Sir  Bicbard  Webster)  did.  He 
freely  admitted  that,  so  far  as  Parlia- 
mentary e^iperience  went,  he  could  lay 
no  claim  to  enter  into  competition  with 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  would  submit  to  the 
House  that,  both  fmm  a  lawyer's  point 
of  view,  and  from  a  layman's  point 
of  view,  they  must  not  regard  the 
construction  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
as  affected  by  anything  that  passed 
in  Parliamentary  debate.  Looking  to 
the  Act  itself,  he  could  not  but  think 
that  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  were 
opposed  to  the  construction  the  Prime 
Minister  songht  to  put  upon  it.  At 
ttie  same  time,  he  might  be  forgiven 
for  saying  that  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
serious  disadvantage  if  a  debate  upon 
the  subject  of  Burmsh  should  take 
place  at  a  time  when  the  noble  Lord 
the  late  Secretair  of  State  for  India 
(Lord  Bandolph  Churchill)  eonld  not  be 
ui  his  place  m  the  House.  Probably 
these  two  sectuma  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment were  so  much  the  children  of  the 
right  hon.  GentlemMi  that  he  could  see 
nothing  in  them  except  the  thoughts  he 
wished  to  have  expressed  there.  The 
1st  section  related  only  to  the  commu- 
nication to  Parliament  of  the  fact  that 
orders  had  been  sent  for  the  employ- 
ment of  Her  Majesty's  Forces  within 
three  months  if  Parliament  was  sit- 
ting, and  within  one  month  of  its  re- 
assembling if  it  should  not  be  sitting 
when  the  orders  were  sent.  The  other 
section  to  which  roference  had  been 
made  did  not  contain  one  single  word 
as  to  the  time  within  which  the  consent 
of  Parliament  should  be  obtained  for 
the'  application  of  the  Bevenues  of  ludia 
■to  warlike  purposes.  The  obliffatfoa  of 
'tte  let  i&eetion  having  beeii  foUlled,- 


there  was  no  time  limited  for  the  other 
to  be  complied  with.  He  fully  admitted 
the  power  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  draw 
distinctions  about  words  in  a  way  which 

he  (Sir  Eiehard  "Webster)  would  not  at- 
tempt, for  a  single  moment,  to  cope  with  ; 
but  he  appealed  to  the  House,  and  to  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friends  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  whether  there  was  one 
single  word  in  the  section  of  the  Act 
in  question  with  regard  to  the  way  in 
which  the  expenses  in  connection  with 
Burmah  should  be  met  ?  He  contended, 
further,  that  there  was  not  a  single 
word  in  the  section  which  related  to  the 
question  of  the  time  when  the  discus- 
sion should  arise  as  to  how  the  expenses 
should  be  met ;  and  he  would  ask  the 
Prim^  Minister  to  point  out  to  -the 
House  what  word  there  was  in  the  sec- 
tion which  made  it  inonmbent  on  the 
OoTwument  to  Taise  thai  partieular 
question  to-night. 

Bib  GEOBGE  CAMPBELL  said, 
that  the  aignmenta  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  the  late  Attorney 
General  amounted  to  this — that  the  law 
had  been  already  broken,  and  that  they 
might  break  it  a  little  furiher  without 
criminating  themselves  to  any  great  ex- 
tent. TiVhat  he  (Sir  George  Campbell) 
would  ask  was,  had  the  Bevenues  of 
India  been  applied  for  military  opera- 
tions beyond  the  frontier  or  not?  He 
believed  it  was  undoubtedly  the  fact  that 
Indiaa  Revenue  had  been  devoted  to 
that  purpose,  and  that  the  law  had  been 
broken  by  the  late  GoTenU9ii«it  in  that 
respect. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  rose  to  a  point  of 
Order.  He  wished  to  know  from  the 
Bpeaker  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  in  Order  in  discussing  the  general 
question  upon  the  Motion  that  certain 
Notices  of  Motion  should  have  prece- 
dence over  the  Order  for  Supply  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  in  Order  in  discuBsing  the  Main 
Question  upon  the  Motion  now  before 
the  House.  The  Question  now  before 
the  House  is — 

"That  tha  Noticee  of  Motions  rolating  to 
Parliamentary  Procedure  and  East  India,  Bar- 
ms  (Expenses  of  MilitarT  Operations)  hare 
preoedenoo  of  tke  Orders  o£  l^s  J>vj" 

The  only  qOestion  is  whether  they  shall 
be  entitled  to  take  precedence  of  the 
Order  of  the  Day  for  going  into  Oom- 
ttlttee  of  Supply;  ted  whether,  on 
0«Lfply  b4ittjg-  oallBd  on,'  I  «hOttld  be 
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entitled  to  leave  the  Ohftir  ^vithout 
Question  being  put  ? 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  "We  are 
discussing  whether  it  is,  or  is  not,  ne- 
cessary to  bring  on  these  Motions  before 
Supply ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that,  as 
the  law  has  already  been  broken  by  the 
late  Government— — - 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
is  now  travelling  from  the  Question,  be- 
fore the  House. 

Sia  GEOKGE  CAMPBELL :  Then  I 
will  not  pursue  the  matter  further. 

Sib  K.  ASSHETON  GBOSS  said^  that 
the  Prime  Minister  had  not  mentioned 
all  the  courses  which  might  have  been 
adopted.  In  his  opinion,  it  would  have 
been  a  much  more  convenient — and  not 
at  all  unusual — course  to  have  been  pur- 
sued if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  a  Motion  that  all  the  Orders  of 
the  Day  after  the  first  Order  should  be 
postponed;  and  then,  after  the  House 
had  gone  into  Committee  of  Supply  for 
either  a  long  or  a  short  time,  he  might 
have  moved  to  report  Progress  in  order 
to  discuss  this  question.  Suoh  a  course 
would  not  have  broken  either  the  spirit 
or  the  letter  of  the  law. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Mr. 
0HABLE8  BxrssBLt)  Said,  he  understood 
that  the  Motion  was  a  regular  one,  ac- 
cording to  the  construotion  placed  by 
the  Speaker  on  the  2l8t  Standing  Order. 
The  other  ^oint  raised  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Sir  Richard  "Webster) 
was  that  there  was  no  immediate  neces- 
sity or  urgency  for  the  Motion  according 
to  his  interpretation  of  the  55th  section 
of  the  Act  21  j-  22  Vict.  A  question 
which  was  greatJy  discussed  during 
the  Attorney  Generalship  of  the  late  Sir 
John  Holker  was  as  to  how  far  that 
Statute  permitted  the  Government  to 
spend  money  without  having  obtained 
the  previous  consent  of  Parliament ;  and 
he  owned  that  there  was  a  considerable 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  construction 
of  the  Statute.  On  the  whole,  he  came 
to  the  conclusion — and  he  still  adhered 
to  it — ^that  the  argument  of  Sir  John 
Holker  at  the  time  the  question  was 
raised  was  a  sound  one  as  a  matter  of 
legal  construction  ;  for  he  (the  Attorney 
GenerfU)  conceived  it  was  impossible  not 
to  see  that  cases  would  arise  in  which 
some  steps  involving  an  expenditure  of 
money  might  be  taken  under  Section  54 
before  it  was  possible  to  obtain  the  con- 
sent of  the  House  of  Commons.  But  the 
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question  now  befor«  tbe  Houoe  vaa  a 
very  different  one.  Eforybody,  he 
thought,  would  admit  that,  although, 
as  a  matter  of  striot  eonstruotim,  it 
might  be  legal  to  spend  money  without 
having  got  the  antecedent  consent  of  the 
House,  yet  the  Government  were  bound, 
at  the  earliest  moment  after  they  had 
taken  a  step  which  was  at  least  doubt- 
ful, to  come  before  Parliament  and  obey 
the  ^irit  of  the  Act  This  was  simply 
what  the  Govermnent  proposed  to  do 
now,  and  this  course  was  in  accord- 
ance with  Constitutional  practice.  What 
was  the  objection  raised  on  the  opposite 
side  ?  It  was  that  the  noble  Lord  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  was  not  in  his 
place.  Well,  whose  fault  was  that? 
The  nobia  Lord  kuBW  very  well  that  the 
queetaon  would  be  brought  forward,  for 
he  had  the  information  given  him  on 
Thursday  ;  but,  instead  of  being  in  his 
place  to  discuss  it — a  mattw  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  thought  ao  im- 
portant— he  had  gone  on  a  war  ezpedi- 
tion  of  another  kind.  There  was  no 
violation  of  the  true  spirit  of  the  order 
of  procedure  in  &e  course  which  the  Go- 
vernment proposed  to  adopt  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion ;  and  he  submitted  Uiat  they 
were  bound  to  tahe  the  earlimt  moment 
they  could  to  communicate  to  the  House 
the  st^  they  had  taken,  and  to  obtain 
the  consent  of  the  House.  In  doing  so, 
they  simply  obeyed  the  evident  spirit  of 
the  Statute  as  it  occurred  to  him. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  said,  he  was 
rather  disposed  to  agree  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  come  forward,  at  the  first  possible 
moment,  to  ask  for  a  Resolution  of  this 
kind ;  but  why,  if  they  had  wieJiied  to 
do  so,  did  they  not  eome  frawacd  last 
Friday?  It  was  true  that  by  a  Standing 
Order  Supply  must  be  the  first  Order 
on  a  Friday;  but  the  Government  did 
not  scruple  to  override  a  Standing  Order 
for  their  own  oonrenience,  and  thqr 
might  have  done  it  on  Friday.  They 
might  just  as  well  have  overridden  the 
Standing  Order  then  as  now ;  or  they 
might  have  allowed  the  Committee  of 
Supply  to  go  on  in  its  usual  course  till 
half-past  6  or  7  o'dook,  and  then  have 
brought  this  Motion  forward.  Th« 
Speakier  had  ruled  that  the  Motion  was 
not  in  violation  of  the  letter  of  the 
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SUn^ng'  Order;  bat  wonld  any  hon. 
Membw  ventate  io  Msert  that  it  was 
not  oontrary  to  the  spirit  of  that  Order  ? 
He  pvotMtM  against  the  poetponement 
of  Supply. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

SUPPLY  [19tK  FEBRUABYJ 
Mr.  HABJOBXBuurxs  and  Mr.  Jacks, 
Tvo  of  the  Tylers  in  the  Division  upon 
Friday  lost  i^n  Vote  16  in  Oomxnifetee 
of  Supply,  oame  to  Uie  Table  and  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  they  had 
erroneously  reported  the  number  of 
Noes  OS  136  instead  oi  146,  which  was 
the  proper  number  corresponding  with 
the  Division  list. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  do  correct  the 
said  error  in  the  Journal  of  this  House 
by  stating  the  number  of  Noes  as  146 
instead  cd  186. 

PABUAUENTART  PB008DT7BE. 

SCOnoiT  FOB  A  SEtECT  COMMITTEB. 

Thb  first  IX)ED  or  the  TEEA- 
StrBY(Mr.  W.  E.GL&DBT0HS),  inrimng 
to  move — 

"  That  a  Soleot  Ck>iniiuttee  be  appointed  to 
coDsidor  the  question  of  Piocedure  in  the  House 
of  CommODS,  and  to  report  as  to  the  amond- 
ment  of  existing  Rnlefl,  and  upon  any  New  Rales 
iribioh  tiley  maj  comider  deflinble  for  the 
effioieoi  despstd)  oif  bosmess," 

said :  The  objcet  of  the  Motion  which  I 
make  to-night  upon  exceptional  grounds 
— and  it  is  a  Motion  of  considerable 
ni^noy  with  regard  to  the  Business  of 
the  House — is  to  give  the  best  expedi- 
tion anddespatohthatitisin  the  power  of 
the  Ooverummt  to  give  to  tbe  examtna* 
tion  of  a  question  which  has,  I  trust, 
ceased  in  suhstaaoe  to  be  a  oontroversy 
between  fhe  two  mort  numerous  PartiM 
m  HouM.  I  had  better  refer  to 
what  hast^en  place  with  regard  to  the 
enbjeot  daring  uie  course  of  the  present 
Beesion.  On  the  evening  preceding  the 
detivery  of  tbeQueen*s  Speech  I  received 
a  courteous  oommunioatioii  from  the 
ri^t  hon.  C^tleman  opposite  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  (Sir  Michael 
Hioks-Beaoh),  inclosing  to  me  an  im- 
portant Paper,  wMc^  embodied  the 
views  of  the  Qorernment  with  respect 
to  the  subject  of  Procedure.  The  right 
hon.  Oentlemaa  invited  me  to  make  those 
views  the  enbjeot  of  a  previous  and 
frieadly  commAliieBtion  vitit  a  view 
to  ike  flaater'  aetllement  bf  the  matter. 
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He  added  that  it  was  his  intention,  un- 
less I  wrote  in  reply  to  him  that  I  ac- 
cepted that  offer,  to  lay  a  Paper  con- 
taining the  plans  of  the  late  Government 
upon  the  T»>le  of  the  House  on  Thurs- 
day at  the  opening  of  the  Session  boEore 
the  commencement  of  Business.  At  that 
moment — or  at  least  within  two  or  three 
hours  afterwards — I  was  expecting  the 
Usual  communication  with  respect  to  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  which,  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  Government,  is  made 
known  to  the  Leader  of  any  Party  ;  and 
it  was  not  possible  for  me,  as  I  at  once 
wrote  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
those  circtmistances,  considering  the  im- 
portance of  the  topics  before  us  and  the 
variety  of  forms  which  the  announce- 
ment of  them  might  take,  and  which  it 
was  my  duty  to  consider  beforehand — it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  make,  or  for 
me  to  ask  one  of  my  Friends  among  the 
leading  men  to  make,  any  proper  exa- 
mination or  statement  about  the  im- 
portant Paper  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, or  to  meet,  at  so  short  a  notice, 
his  firiendly  proposal.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  consequence  of  what 
he  bad  said,  laid  his  Paper  on  the  Table 
of  the  House,  as  he  was  quite  justified 
in  doing,  on  the  day  when  the  Speech 
was  delivered,  we  proceeded  to  examine 
that  Paper  immediately  after  the  de- 
livery of  the  Queen's  Speech  on  the  first 
night  of  the  debate  on  the  Address.  "We 
found  that  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  placing  a  great  variety  of  par- 
ticulars before  us,  naturally  did  not — 
and,  indeed,  could  not — be  expected  to 
coincide  with  our  viewa  upon  the  whole 
of  these  particulars.  But,  nevertheless, 
we  arrived  at  two  conclusions — first, 
that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  make 
that  plan  thebasisof  mrther  and  friendly 
considerationa ;  seoondly,  inasmudi  as 
we  did  not  see  how  private  Members, 
independent  Hembera,  of  the  House 
could  be  asked  to  surrender  their  means 
and  opportunities  of  bringing  subjects 
of  legislation  before  the  House,  we  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  well 
to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a  Select 
Oommittee  ;  and  that  Select  Oommtttee 
we  thought  ou^ht  to  be  constituted  upon 
a  different  basis  from  the  ordinary  basis, 
which  prescribes  a  limit  of  15  Members. 
We  thought  it  ought  to  be  a  Select  Oom- 
mittee of  very  much  more  considerable 
extent,  perhaps  coneisting  of  as  many, 
or  more  than  twice  that  number,  so  aa 
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to  grire  ftfee  repretentatkm  of  t^oimML  to 
tke  Tarious  qiorters  and  seotiomB  of  the 
House.  Sir,  in  point  of  fact,  'We  were 
demiouB  not  tolose  what  appeared  to  ua 
an  excellent  opporianity  of  arriring  at  a 
diBousaion  of  this  rather  diffioult  ques- 
tion, necessarily  giving  rise  to  a  good 
deal  of  Boope  fwerea  friendly  differanees. 
We  were  anxious  not  to  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity of  approachiag  this  question  in  a 
friend^  spirit,  if  it  were  poasible  to  do 
so.  If  this  were  the  2Utof  January, 
the  question  of  reference  to  a  Oommittee 
might  be  a  more  open  question  than  it 
ia  at  ihs  present  moment ;  because  on  the 
2  let  of  January,  and  with  the  cammand 
of  the  time  of  the  Houie  from  that  date 
onwards,  there  would  have  been,  for  any 
GoTemment,  a  oonaiderable  ohoice  with 
regard  to  the  taking  of  Votes  in  Supply, 
and  a  certain  porticm  of  GoTemmeot 
time  might  have  been  devoted,  not  with- 
out advantage,  to  the  consideration  of 
Procedure.  But  in  the  condition  in  which 
the  Government  found  themselves  od 
taking  Office  last  week  it  was  impossible 
to  do  that;  and  the  alternative  was 
either  to  postpone  the  subject  of  Pro- 
cedure until,  perhaps,  the  crowding  of 
Sessional  Business  had  become  greater 
than  at  tha  opening  of  the  Session,  or  to 
take  the  course  of  ashiag  the  House  to 
refer  the  uibjeot  to  s  Select  Committee. 
From  the  first  of  these  courses  we  were 
dissuaded  bytha  feelmg  that,  in  the  first 
place,  anob  a  postponament  would  not 
be  agreeable  to  the  sense  entertained  b^- 
ufi  for  a  long  time  past  of  the  importance 
of  a  settlement  of  tois  matter,  nor  would 
it  have  been  a^eeable  to  the  sense  so 
distittotiy  manifested  by  the  Govemmeet 
in  Office  a  month,  ago  with  regard  to  the 
importance  of  an  immediate  and  effec- 
tive proseontion  of  this  gubjeot.  More- 
over, this  oiroumstance  offered  us  a 
favouraUe  opportunity,  and  enables  us 
to  form  a  sanguine  hope  and  expecta- 
tion, that  the  proceedings  of  a  Oommit- 
tee  of  thiskind  would  not  be  very  virtual, 
and  would  be  useful  in  results.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  devolution  of  Bills,  whioh 
was  proposed  in  the  plan  of  Uie  late 
Govenunent,  and  whioh  was  fully  raised 
by  them,  opens  op  a  ohannel  through 
whioh  I  believe  that  we  shall  proceed 
with  the  greatest  hope  of  saooess  in  the 
important  business  of  expediting  the 
performance  of  the  weighty  tasks  whieh 
are  inoumbent  upon  this  House;  and 
never  before  has  there  been  a  period 
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yrhen  there  vaa  sorfisrouraUe  a-«espeat 
of  a  ftiendly-  and  effeetive  handl^  of 
that  subject.  With  regard  to  ooennve 
or  penal  prooedure,  I  certainly  still  ad- 
here to  the  opinion  that  not  a  great  deal 
is  to  be  hoped  from  furiher  progress  in 
that  direction.  [Sir  Michael  Hickb- 
Beajoh  :  Hear,  bear .']  I  am  very  glad 
to  see  that  that  ofnuion  has  Hib  eanottoa 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Bat,  in 
regard  to  anuoable  arrangements  fior 
multiplying  the  means  and  insteuments 
at  the  oommand  of  the  Hoiue,'I  am 
sanguine  enough  to  believe  that  we  may 
perform  a  vary  great  pnUio  aernae  by 
putting  that  0»de  of  proeeduce  into 
operation .  These  are  the  general  grounds 
on  whiob  we  propose  to  refer  the  subject 
to  a  Select  Committee,  and  thereby  to 
give  effect,  so  far  as  ciroumBtanoee  per- 
mit, to  the  intentions  entertained  by  us, 
and  also  by  a  large  number  of  Gentle- 
men  on  the  <^her  ude  of  the  House.  It 
will  be  asked  of  me  what  course  I  should 
propose  that  Her  Majesty's  Gtovemmeut 
should  take  in  respect  to  iJae  proceedings 
of  this  Committee  ?  It  will  be  felt  and 
thought  that  a  Govwnment  pT(^sing 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Ccmimittee 
on  a  subject  of  this  kind  (^ai^;eB  itself 
with  a  great  responsibility.  It  charges 
itself  with  the  respoasibili^  of  msJdng 
known  mi  onat  ana  is  fuU  to  the  Oom- 
mtttee  the  views  whioh  it  eatottanu 
upon  the  euhject,  ^nith  all  the  pemti  of 
the  gteateat  inportanoe.  That,  Sb>,  ie 
Uie  oouxse  whioh  va  intend  to  take.  The 
Qommittee  will  not  be  bound  to  have 
regard  to  any  one  Paper  or  any  one  piese 
of  evidence  in.  particular ;  but,  no  doubt, 
conndering  the  importanoe  of  the  Paper 
laid  upon  the  Twle  by  the  rigiUi  mn. 
Gentieman,  that  Psfwr  must  have  a 
jwominent  place  in  whatever  attentioa 
the  Committee  may  give  to  the  subject. 
The  right  hon.  Gentieman  m^y  aak 
whether  we  propose  to  submit  a  Paper 
of  our  own,  displacing  or  attempting  to 
displace  that  Paper.  We  do  not  propose 
to  do  BO,  and  for  this  plain  reason — 
that  with  regard  to  the  main  proposals 
of  that  Paper  we  consider  ourselves  in 
sympathy  witii  them.  But  the  rig^ 
hon.  Gentlonan  may  make  one  further 
demand  upon  us.  I  have  Already  said 
that  there  are  points  in  whioh  we  think 
some  additiwi,  some  substitution,  some 
ohange  should  be  made.  Amd  the  right 
hon.  Geodiemaa  will  ask — "Is  it  your 
iatoation,  wheu  you  eome  into  th« 
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CbonBttt»^  to      belon  ii  the- views  of 
the  fiorenuiieBt  upon  those  ptHoto? '* 
In  ansver  to  him,  I  must  my,  in  the 
most  ezpludt  and  uneqaivooal  mMsner, 
it  is  our  intention  to  do  so.    It  is  really 
an  aeknowledgment  wbidi  w«  feel  to  be 
due  to  the  ^rit  in  which  ih»  subject 
waa  oonaideTed  bj  the  late  QoTemment 
that  Wfl  ahoold  not  mek^  what  would  be 
an  unfair  and  untrue  appearance  of 
aettinif  up  a  rrrai  plan  wbNL  we  d»  not 
propose  a  xiral  plan.   But.  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  neoeseaiy  i»T  the  right  bon. 
QMttleraan  and  for  those  who  may  repre- 
sent the  framers  of  the  plan  to  know, 
and  to  know  at  once,  what  are  the  points, 
or  what  are  the  principal  and  particular 
points,  upon  which  we  should  be  pre- 
pared to  propose  modifioatioas  of  the 
plan ;  but  it  is,  however,  quite  plain  that 
I  should  be  wasting  the  time  oi  the 
Houae  were  I  to  enter  at  this  time  upon 
partionlara.   Were  w»  engi^ed  now  in 
^kue^  Gontrorersy  upon  cnrery  cue  of  the 
leading  items  of  ua  snbjeot  of  Pro- 
oednre  it  might  be  neoeaiary  that  -I 
sbmild  make  a  statement  with  regurd  to 
those  lea^ng  iteaae.  It  might  eren  be 
neeessary  that  I  ahoald,  av  it  were, 
make  my  case  upon  those  leEiding  items 
in  otder  to  justify  our  proposals ;  but 
we  hare  before  usthei»oad  fact-^nthe 
first  plaoe,  that  much  time  waa  spent 
by  the  late  Parliament  upon  the  sulgeot; 
in  the  second  plaee^  that  it  is  generally 
felt  that  the  work,  as  it  was  loft  by  the 
late  Parliament,  was  not  complete ;  and, 
in  the  third  place,  that  we  hare  now  a 
gret^  degree  of  ooncurrenoe,  not  only 
as  to  the  need-  of  resuming,  but  as  to 
the  mode  of  resuming)  the  aubjaotf  and 
I  am  happy  to  think  that,  eiren  noce  I 
rose,  I  find  that  conourranoe  to  be  more 
jtositive  and  extennve  than  I  had 
thought  it  to  be,  because  we  appear  to 
be,  in  a  great  degree,  at  oae  in  ua 
nion  that  it  ia  sot  by  penal  and  restno- 
ttre  measurM— not  by  a  aevere  Code  of 
Procedure,  but  by  the  judicious  use  of 
our  means  of  multiplying  our  instru- 
ments .of  action — ^that  we  should  really 
make  the  greatest  and  most  effaotire 
IHTOgresB.    If  there  is  any  point  upon 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site or  any  Member  of  the  House  de- 
sires to  be  informed  as  to  our  views  and 
intentions,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
sn|^Iy  it.   We  accept  the  responait^ity 
for  the  Oommittee  we  propose.  We 
^all  endeaTour  to  deal  with  it  as  a 


Oomaasttee  ptoposed  on  the  na ponsilnliiy 
of  ths'  Oorammei^.  We  shall  make 
known  to  the  Oommittee  at  once  the 
plan  that  we  propose  to  adopt,  tiungli 
the  main  portions  I  believe  to  be  eon- 
tained  in  the  plan  propcued  fay  the  late 
Administraticm.  I  Mlieva  &at,  witii 
thesa  partioulara  before  them,  thaHouao 
will  be  perfeetly  ready  to  judga  whether ' 
this  proposal  is  a  right  proposal  or  not. 
Little  advantage  will  be  gained  by 
entering  upim  the  partioulara  of  Pro- 
cedure in  JDebate  in  the  House.  I  am 
in  hopes  that  it  may  not  be  found  neoes* 
sary  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  the  time  of 
the  House  iu  the  discussion  of  the  Mo- 
tion whi(^  the  House  has  agreed  to 
eDtartain.  The  grounds  en  whioh  we 
propose  this  Oommittee  I  believe  to  be 
clearly  before  you,  and  X  conolnde  by 
moving  the  Besolutkm  of  which  I  have 
given  Notice. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 

"  That  a  Select  Committoo  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  question  of  Procedare  in  the 
House  of  Oommops,  and  to  report  as  to  the 
anmdment  ol  wdstii^  Bulai,  and  vbon  any 
Kew  Kules  whioh  they  may  ocnuider  oetirahk 
for  tbe  efficient  defpstoh  of  Ittuinett."— (Jfr. 
TF.  S.  Gladstone.) 

SibMICHAEL  HIQES'BEAOH:  Sir, 
I  wish,  on  my  own  behalf  and  that  of  my 
OdUeagues  fanning  the  late  Cabinet,  to 
acknowledge  the  spirit  in  which  the  right 
htm.  Gentleman  haa  aUuded  to  oar  la- 
bours in  thia  matter.  It  is  a  fair  retom 
for  the  mirit  in  which  we  approttc^sed 
the  Etghthon.  Qeutlemanand  his  Friends 
when  wa  were  in  Ofiloe ;  and  I  would 
oiiJ.y  say  that  it  is  a  most  satisfaototy 
contrast  to  not  a  few  speeches  made  by 
Iwn.  Herabera  now  sitting  on  the 
vemmeot  Bench  during  the  late  Elec- 
tion campaign  in  regard  to  onr  conduct 
on  this  question.  Duringthewholeof  tha 
late  autumn  there  was  no  more  favourite 
Bubjectof  aoonaation  agamat  myself  and 
m^  Colleagues  than  that  we  were  the 
foenda  of  Obabuotion,  and  were  detw- 
mined  to  reaiat,  or  at  any  rata  not  to 
support,  any  aUcvationa  of  Procedure 
whioh  would  maJce  thia  House  more 
eSUnent  for  its  Business.  Kow,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  those  accusations,  and  I 
may  venture  to  say  in  complete  refuta- 
tion of  tfaem,  |we  have  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  Oc^eagues  frankly 
taking  up  our  propo«alfl  for  the  amend- 
ment of  Procedure,  and  saying  that  they 
ar9  Bo  satiafaetory  that  the  Govetoment 
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propow,  with  small  fkllerationfl,  to 
recommend  thism  to  the  adoption  of  a 
Select  Oommitfee  <^  the  Hooee.  I  trast 
that  -that  wffl  be  remembered  in  future, 
as  a  proof  tiiat  this  kind  of  aconsation 
brought  agoinftt  a  political  Party  has 
Bometiiaei  no  real  foundation  ia&ct.  We 
have  Bhovn,  'by  our  action  in  this  matter, 
that  we  are  as  anxious  to  improve  the 
Procedure  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  to  make  the  House  of  Commons,  of 
which  we  are  proud,  thoroughly  efficient 
for  its  purpose  as  any  liberal  or  Badical 
who  ever  addressed  a  constituency.  I 
quite  ag^e  wHh  what  fell  from  the  right 
hon.  Crantleman  as  to  tile  qoestion  of 
coerrive  or  penal  Bnles.  It  was  not 
ottr  intention,  in  framing  the  Standing 
Orders  whit^  1  placed  on  the  Paper,  to 
deal  either  with  individual  obetrnetion 
or  miscondaet  on  the  part  of  Members 
of  this  House,  or  even  irith  the  greater 
offence  of  obsfaniction  (A  Business  oy  any 
Party  or  section  of  a  Party.  These  are 
matters  with  which,  to  some  extent,  our 
existing  Standing  Orders  deal;  and  if  it 
shonldlie  at  any  futnte  time  necessary 
to  take  any  further  steps  in  that  direc- 
tion, I  think  those  steps  must  be  of  a 
completely  different  character  to  any  that 
are  included  in  the  proposed  new  Stand- 
ing Orders.  The  objects  with  which  they 
were  framed  are  simply  these — to  enable 
the  House  to  spend  its  own  time  to  the 
most  profitable  purpose,  to  put  a  reason- 
able check,  conrfstently  with  the  liberty 
of  debate,  on  the  undue  protraction  of 
debate,  and  on  that  garrulity  to  which 
I  am  afraid  we  are  all  too  prone,  end 
to  enable  ns  to  transact  the  Business 
of  tiie  country  with  somewhat  less 
tear  and  wear  than  we  raflbr  ftotn  our 
existing-  Parliamentary  life.  Those  are 
the  objects,  as  I  anaerstand  from  tiie 
right  bon.  Gentieman,  with  which,  on 
behfdf  of  the  CK>v0mment,  he  proposes 
the  Bppoititment  of  this  Committee.  He 
took  some  exception  to  the  mode  in 
which  we  had  undertaken  to  deal  with 
this  matter.  It  appeared  to  us,  I  must 
say,  that  it  would  bo  better,  considering 
the  importance  of  this  subject,  remem- 
bering that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  had  placed  it  on  the  threshold  of 
all  the  subjects  whicb,  in  his  opinion, 
the  new  Parliament  ought  to  tindertake, 
and  had  forcibly  observod  tfaat-» 

'*  TluNM  who  W9K  so  keen  for  JfgislatiQn  ou 
one  BQDject  or  aaothet  should  rscoUect  that, 
with  regatd  to  oach  And  all  of  them,  ths  ptimaiy 

Bir  Mioha*l  Siokt-Beach 


qaMttOB  wsi  M  to  4w  «iom(I  wokiBr  ooatftloa 
of     grsat  iMtanasnt  hj  wlwlh  •llisgislatioa 

is  ac«oo)plish«d.** 

It  oeonrred  to  us  that  the  first  BasiBess 
to  be  done  by  this  House,  anl^ectf  of 
course^  to  matters  of  great  u^ency.  or 
those  which  bad  to  be  dealt  wiith  within 
a  oertain  time,  was  to  consider  this  sab* 
ject  of  Frooedure.  Therefore  it  waa  I 
asked  the  House,  on  behalf  of  tlia  Uta 
Qovervnwnt.  to  giva  the  qoestioa  preea- 
dance.  Inatoad  of  that,  the  right  hon. 
Gentieman  haa  propoeed  the  appoint- 
ntaat  a  Ooounittoa.  I  do  not- rise 
now  for  the  purpose  of  objecting  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee;  but  Imust 
say  I  think  our  woposal  waa  the  best, 
beoaiise  it  insmred,  I  think,  a  more  early 
decision  upon  this  moat  impoartant  sub- 
ject. I  remember  that  on  Pebntary  20, 
1883,  when  Last  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
mam  ealled  the  attention  of  Parliament 
to  the  matter,  he  then  alluded  to  the 
numerous  Committees  which  ths  House 
had  appointed  to  uonsidw  the  question 
of  its  own  Procedure.  He  told  th« 
House  that — 

"  'neoe  have  boNi  wan  Coowittses  of  this 
House  upon  tius  sulgect  than  apon  any  other 
matter.  There  have  been  K  (jommittfles  since 
the  Reform  Act,  or  one  Committee  in  CTcry 
three  Sessions  and  a-hall.  There  have  been 
sevea  more  Oomoittoes  upon.  Prifats  Proos* 
dam,  i^eh  is  pcsctiosU^  part  of  ths  sabjeo^ 
making  21  Committees  in  all,  or  an  avetags 
of  a  new  Committee  in  every  two  and  a-huf 
years."— (3  Bansard,  [366]  1134.) 

And  what  was  the  result  ?  Why,  in  the 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — 

These  Committees,  never  letding  to  ade- 
quate results,  have  now,  for  many  years  past, 
talcen  effect  in  what  I  may,  for  pnmcal  pm^< 
psses,  oaU  total  iailnrs." 

Now  we  have  another  Sdteot  Oommittee 
iqrpcdnted.  It  diflbrs,  I  admit,  from 
previous  Committees  in  tfaiSt  if  I  may 
aocuratsly  interpret  the  etirimneat  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman—that  in 
spite  of  the  wide  terms  of  the  Order  of 
Beference  which  he  has  moved,  it 
will  not  be  expected  or  asked  to  deal 
with  the  many  and  varied  sides  of  this 
great  subject;  but  that  it  will  have 
placed  before  it,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Government,  a  series  of  Besolntions 
which  will  be  framed  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  that  it  will  be  guided  by  the 
Government  in  its  deliberations;  and 
that  the  Government  will  then  bo  re- 
sponsiUe  for  carrying  its  proposals  into 
e£Feot.  If  that  be  so,  I  admit,  aHbough 
I  do  not  think  mueh  practical  good  mi 
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bo  gained  from  Uie  previons  oonsidera- 
tion  of  the  ^Hvposals  by  a  S^eot  Com- 
mittee,  yet  that  we  hare  some  kind  of 
gnarantee  that  something  more  is  likely 
to  oome  oat  of  its  labours  out  of 
the  labours  of  its  predecessors.  I  will 
only  say  that,  as  far  as  I  and  my  Ool- 
leagues  in  the  late  Oabinet  are  oon- 
cerned,  we  made  the  j^roposals  which  I 
placed  on  the  Paper  in  no  Party  spirit 
whaterer.  We  made  them  after  the 
fullest  and  most  careful  consideration, 
after  much  consultation  with  you,  8ir, 
and  the  authorities  of  the  House ;  we 
made  them  on  our  responsibility ;  and 
what  we  proposed  in  Office  we  shall  be 
prepared,  to  the  best  our  ability,  to 
support  in  Opposition.  We  shall  enter 
the  Committee  in  that  spirit ;  and  al- 
though I  should  have  much  preferred 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
brought  forward  his  proposals  for  dis- 
cassion  in  tbe  House,  still,  as  far  as  I 
can,  I  will  do  my  best  to  bring  the 
course  which  the  right  h(m.  Qentwman 
has  suggested  to  a  suocessf  ul  is^ue,  in 
the  hope  that,  by  so  doing,  we  may 
really  promote  the  efficiency  and  useful- 
ness 01  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COWEN  said,  the 
House  and  the  country,  in  his  opinion, 
were  to  be  congratulated  on  the  spirit 
in  which  the  vexed  question  of  Par- 
liamentary Procedure  was  being  ap- 
proached. It  was  not  now  a  Party  ques- 
tion, but  a  Parliamentary  one,  and  that 
was  satisfactory.  When  the  subject 
was  formerly  discussed,  irritation  was 
caused  by  the  attempt  to  coerce  the 
House  and  limit  the  rights  of  free 
speech.  That  policy  was  now  to  be 
aAaudoned,  and  he  rejoiced  at  it. 
Everyone  was  agreed  that  the  work  of 
Parliament  had  increased  and  was  in* 
creasing,  and  that  new  modes  of  Pro- 
cedure required  to  be  adopted  j  and  he 
was  glad  to  see  that  the  Prime  Minister 
conceived  that  these  modes  could  best 
be  found  in  conciliation  and  mutual 
forbearance  rather  than  in  restraint  and 
restriction.  Thus  far,  he  agreed  with 
what  had  been  said;  but  he  could 
scarcely  say  that  he  was  as  hopeful  as 
to  tbe  result  of  the  Oommittee  as  the 
Government  seemed  to  be.  The  Com- 
mittee would  be  appointed,  and  15  or 
30  Gentlemen,  as  the  caee  might  be, 
would  argue  out  the  subject  in  much 
detail  upstairs,  sitting  for  that  purpose 
for  many  days,  pechapsfor  many  weeks, 

VOL.  OCCn.    [thibd  beeies.] 


and  then  it  would  all  oome  back  and  b9 
argued  oat  afresh  in  that  House.  There 
was  no  subject  that  more  men  spoke  on 
thui  Procedore,  and  it  luually  happened 
that  those  who  thought  least  sjpoke 
ofteneet  and  longest.  The  Eules  of  the 
House,  like  the  rules  of  a  Club,  were 
Donsidered  to  be  matters  that  everybody 
understood ;  but  If  the  Governmeut 
thought  that  the  Committee  would  help 
to  bring  about  an  understanding  he 
had  no  objection  to  its  being  tried, 
though  he  was  not  hopeful  as  to  the 
result.  His  main  object  in  rising  was 
to  say  to  hon.  Members  that  it  was  quite 
possible,  without  any  New  Bules,  to 
contribute  veiy  largely  to  the  better 
progress  of  Business.  There  were  many 
amendments  that  could  be  put  in  force, 
without  Eules,  by  mutual  understand- 
ing. Take,  for  example,  the  custom  of 
giving  Notice  of  Questions.  Members 
read  out  long  Questions  on  purely  local 
subjects.  Many  of  those  wno  did  that 
decuumed  against  Obstruction.  Tet  the 
reading  of  those  Qaestions  was  virtually 
a  kind  of  Obstruction,  although  it  might 
be  unconscious.  There  was  no  necessity 
for  the  Questions  to  be  read  out.  They 
could  be  taken  to  the  Clerk  at  the 
Table  and  printed  in  the  Order  Papers. 
Evwything  that  was  gained  by  a  Ques- 
tion would  be  gained  by  that  process. 
A  quarter  of  an  hour  a  night  was  some- 
times ^nt  in  listening  to  Notices  of 
Questions  of  that  kind,  and  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  at  the  commencement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings was  important.  Again,  the 
House  was  not  interested  in  the  Ques- 
tions, the  only  people  who  were  so  being 
the  Members  who  read  them  and  a  section 
of  their  constituents.  If  the  new  Members 
who  were  anxious  to  advance  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Parliament  would  act  on  that 
plan,  there  would  be  an  immediate  im- 
provement made  is.  the  Procedure  with- 
out any  Committee  or  without  any  discus-- 
sion.  There  was  another  suggestion  he 
would  offer.  All  parties  were  agreed 
that  the  answers  to  the  kind  of  Ques- 
tions he  had  indicated  might  be  printed 
and  distributed  with  the  Votes.  There 
was  no  Order  of  the  House  required  for 
doing  that;  and  if  the  Speaker  and  the 
Leader  of  the  House  could  agree  to 
allow  purely  Departmental  Questions  to 
be  replied  to  in  that  way,  a  further 
saving  of  time  would  be  effected.  He 
was  quite  sure  that  if  Members  would, 
in  that  and  many  other  like  ways,  have 

2  H 

Digitized  by  Google 


931  ParUammfary  {COUPONS} 


Pnwdttre.  932 


regard  to  the  general  welfare,  and  not 
to  the  gratification  of  personal  objects, 
the  nsefalnesB  and  force  of  Parliament 
would  be  T«ry  materially  inoreaeed 
without  any  of  the  elaborate  maohinery 
that  was  sometimes  put  in  operation. 

Mr.  BTEVfiNSON  expressed  his  ap- 
proval of  the  coarse  taken,  and  hoped 
something  would  immediately  be  done 
to  save  the  time  of  the  Houae.  He 
hoped  that  the  Prime  Minister,  in  the 
Hesolutions  to  be  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee, would  not  overlook  the  great 
difficulties,  amounting  almost  to  abso- 
lute impoaaibility,  which  private  Mem- 
bers at  present  suffered  under  in  getting 
legislation  through  the  Houae.  There 
were  between  100  and  200  Bills  before 
the  House,  introduced  by  private  Mem- 
bers, and,  under  the  present  Bules  of 
Procedure,  there  was  no  certainty  that 
any  one  of  them  would  pass,  if  persist- 
ently opposed  by  one  or  two  Members. 
He  urged,  therefore,  that  the  Bales  of 
Froceaure  on  Wednesdays  should  be 
thoroughly  reformed. 

Me.  RYLAND8  said,  he  entirely 
concurred  in  the  course  which  the  Go- 
vernment had  decided  to  take ;  and  he 
hoped  the  Select  Committee  would  enter 
on  the  discusBion  of  the  proposed  New 
Bules,  not  in  a  Party  spirit,  but  with  a 
desire,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  to  pro- 
mote the  conduct  of  Business  in  the 
Houae  of  Commons.  Th^  could  all 
remember  the  time  spent  on  this  ques- 
tion in  the  last  Parliament.  He  re- 
membered the  Autumn  Session,  with 
the  large  amount  of  irritation  it  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  many  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House.  On  that 
occasion  the  Bales  were  halt  crashed 
down  their  throats ;  and,  indeed,  there 
was  little  or  no  independent  aotion  in 
criticizing  some  of  those  Bules.  It  was 
made  a  Party  aibir,  and  he  always 
thought  that  was  a  most  unfortunate 
state  of  things.  The  result  was  that 
the  New  Bules,  being  passed  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  Opposition  and 
the  suppressed  dislike  of  many  liberal 
Members,  were  not  loyally  adopted  by 
the  House,  and  they  had  been  practically 
inoperative.  They  were  entering  on 
this  discumion  in  a  different  spirit;  and 
the  proposals  would  be  met,  not  in  a 
Party  spirit,  but  with  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  conduct  of  Bnuness.  He  con- 
sidered it  a  very  desirable  thing  tdat,  in 
the  first  instance,  they  should  hare  a 

Mr.  Joseph  Cowm 


strong  Oommittee  to  thoroughly  Aresh 
out  the  proposals  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment At  the  same  time,  care  should  be 
taken  of  the  rights  aad  privileges  of 
private  Members. 

Sir  WIUjIAM  HABT  D7KE  said, 
it  was  touching  to  hew  from  his  hoo. 
Friend  opposite  (Mr.  Bylands)  of  the 
pressure  which  he  was  under  during  the 
Autumn  Session.  That  was  all  over  now ; 
and  he,  for  one,  hoped  there  would  be 
no  Party  spirit  on  this  occasion.  He 
could  not  doubt,  after  the  language  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  that  the  proposal 
was  brought  forward  in  good  faith ;  but 
he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Newcastle  (Mr.  Joseph  Oowen)  that  the 
Oommittee  would  not  lead  to  any  prac- 
tical result  unless  its  deliberations  were 
kept  within  reasonable  limits.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  not  be 
abnormally  lai^,  and  that  those  who 
would  have  to  make  up  the  Committee 
would  resist  the  pressure  which  would 
be  put  on  them  and  keep  the  numbers 
of  the  Committee  down.  For  his  own 
part,  he  hoped  that,  at  no  very  distaat 
date,  they  would  arrive  at  a  coneludoa 
by  means  of  which  they  would  be 
enabled  to  get  through  the  practical 
Business  of  the  House,  and  find  them- 
selves in  bed  at  an  hour  which  was  more 
likely  to  promote  their  health  than 
hours  which  they  were  now  obliged  to 
keep.   

Mb.  WHITBBEAI)  said,  that  the 
House  appeared  to  be  willing  to  accept 
the  reference  of  the  question  to  a  Com- 
mittee. That  was,  no  doubt,  a  correct 
deeision ;  for  the  House  was  not  a  good 
body  to  thresh  out  the  details  of  such 
proposal  as  these.  He  did  not  share 
the  hopelessness  of  the  right  hon.  Qea- 
Uemon  who  hod  juat  spoken  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Hart  Dyke)  with  regard  to  the 
results  of  the  labours  of  the  Committee. 
It  was  quite  true  that  many  Commit- 
tees on  the  subject  had  sat  since  the 
Reform  Bill  with  but  little  result ;  but 
the  reason  of  that  was  that  the  pressure 
on  the  House  had  not  been  so  great, 
nor  had  the  scandal  of  arrears  of  Busi- 
ness before  the  House  been  so  marked. 
There  had  also  been  a  very  strong  ferf- 
ing  of  reverence  for  the  Bules  uuder 
which  they  always  had  worked,  and  they 
had  been  unwilling  to  lay  their  hanas 
upon  those  Bules  in  a  reuly  ref<nming 
spirit.  Bat  it  must  be  remembered  tiiat 
what  came  out  of  the  Oomndttee  waa 
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very  maoh  sffeetod  bj  the  spirit  of  those 
who  wdnt  into  the  Oommittee.  There 
was  now  a  strong  feeling,  both  in  that 
Hooae  and  throughout  the  oOuntry,  that 
their  Frooedure  was  in  need  of  drastic 
reform.  With  r^fard  to  the  question  of 
the  numbers,  he  thought  that  it  should 
be  a  large  Committee.  He  quite  agreed 
that  a  small  Committee  might  be  able 
to  get  through  their  business  quicker 
thana  la^eone;  but  they  mu«t  remember 
that  there  were  two  things  to  be  thought 
of — they  had  not  only  to  thresh  out  a 
satisfactory  scheme  of  Procedure,  but 
also  to  get  it  accepted  by  the  House.  If 
they  could  get  a  large  number  of  accept- 
ances in  a  Committee,  it  was  certain  that 
the  soheine  would  be  more  likely  to  be 
Teoflived  by  the  House.  There  was  an- 
other argent  and  vital  part  of  the  Busi- 
ness to  which  he  wished  shortly  to  refer. 
Ever  since  he  had  heea  a  Member  of  that 
Honse,  it  had  been  a  matter  of  complaint 
that  Select  Committees  before  whom 
great  public  questions  were  raised  con- 
sisted too  much  of  a  repetition  of  the 
same  names.  Too  many  Members  were 
called  upon  repeatedly  in  the  same  Ses- 
sion to  serve  on  different  Committees, 
while  too  many  were  left  out  altogether. 
There  was  power  and  vigour  enough  in 
that  Assembly  to  deal  even  with  such  a 
stvpeudons  task  as  that  before  them,  if 
they  availed  themselves  of  the  whole 
powers  of  the  House.  But,  under  the 
ayatem  of  selecting  Committees  by  ar- 
rangement between  the  two  Front 
Benches,  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  the 
old  evil  of  having  the  same  name  recur- 
ring over  and  over  again  on  differwit 
Committees.  Everyone  who  had  charge 
of  any  subject,  or  any  Bill,  was  always 
anxious  to  get  the  most  ezperieuoed  men 
he  knew ;  and  such  Membera  were  called 
Upon  to  eoFve  on  Committees  until  they 
were  weary,  while  a  large  portion  of  the 
House  was  entirely  left  out.  In  that 
way  a  large  portion  of  the  House  did 
not  take  its  fair  share  of  the  Business, 
while  a  large  amount  of  practical  expe- 
rience was  not  made  use  of.  What  he 
hoped  to  see  was,  some  plan  by  which 
the  whole  House  m^ht  be  employed  ou 
Committee  work,  and  by  which  every 
Ifember  of  the  House  ehould  serve  on 
some  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  those  subjects  which 
could  not  be  dealt  with  by  the  whole 
House.  He  fully  agreed  l^t  it  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  get  rid  of 


some  of  the  UBeless  ^ages  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

Sib  WALTER  B.  BABTTELOT  said, 
he  hoped  that  they  would  be  able  to  get 
a  Committee  wIugIl  would  be  thoroughly 
representative  of  the  general  views  <d 
the  House  upon  this  important  question, 
and  not  merely  those  of  the  two  Front 
Benches.  He  would  suggest  whether 
the  Prime  Miuister  should  not  lay  upon 
the  Table  his  own  plan  of  Procedure,  so 
that  it  might  be  considered  along  with 
that  of  the  late  Government.  He  was 
glad  that  he  had  heard  no  suggestion 
made  as  to  any  further  application  of 
the  Bules  with  regard  to  closing  the  de- 
bate after  a  few  Members  only  on  eaeh 
side  had  spoken. 

The  MiRttUEsa  of  HARTINQTON 
said,  that  the  »>eeoh  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  tor  Bedford  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  had  anticipated  almost  every- 
thing that  he  (the  Marquees  of  Harting- 
ton)  had  desired  to  say  with  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  this  Committee.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Governmeut 
had  taken  a  wise  course,  and  that  it  was 
desirous,  under  the  circumstances,  that 
the  Committee  should  be  a  large  one. 
No  doubt,  a  small  Oommittee  might 
succeed  in  drawing  up  a  plan  as  tho- 
roughly as  a  larger  one ;  but,  as  his  hon. 
Friend  had  pointed  out,  the  object  of  a 
Committee  of  this  kind  was  not  only  to 
draw  up  a  plan,  but  also  to  endeavour 
to  bring  before  the  House  the  greatest 
possible  amount  of  agreement  of  repre- 
s«itative  Members  of  the  House.  It 
was  not  necessary  to  say  more  oa  that 
point ;  but  he  wished  to  call  attention  to 
one  subject  which  it  was  fully  as  neces- 
sary to  oonsider.  There  had,  up  to  the 
present  time,  been  a  general  disposition 
to  object  to  any  extension  of  what  had 
been  called  ' '  coercive  or  restrictive  re- 
gulations." He  was  entirely  in  favour 
of  remedial  legislation,  in  preference  to 
coeroLve  or  restriotive  legi^ation,  if  the 
former  would  aocompli&h  the  object; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  uowise 
that  anything  should  be  Eaid  which 
would  make  it  absolutely  impossible  for 
the  House  to  consider  the  question  of 
the  power  of  the  closure  as  it  had  ope- 
rated up  to  the  present  year,  and  as  it 
might  be  extended  or  otherwise.  Hav- 
ing had  two  years*  ex|terience  of  that 
new  system,  it  appeared  to  Iiim  it  would 
be  certainly  necessary  that  any  Com- 
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'mittee  which  had  to  investi^te  the 
Bules  of  Procedure  shonld  disousa  and 
consider  what  had  bew,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  the  operation  of  the  Bnle, 
and  whether  it  had  been  so  far  aaooess- 
ful,  or  whether  it  eould  be  in  any  way 
amended.   And  In  view  of  the  proposal 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  it  appeared  to 
him  to  ^  all  the  more  necessary  that 
the  oonsideratiOH  of  the  question  of 
closure  should  not  be  excluded  from  the 
scope  of  the  Oommittee.    It  appeared  to 
him  that  if  the  House  were  goin^  to 
consider  the  closing  of  its  deliberations 
at  12  o'clock,  or  half-past  12,  or  at  any 
fixed  hour,  it  was  absolutely  neceseaty, 
if  they  did  not  desire  that  Business 
should  be  a  great  deal  more  obstructed 
instead  of  being  less  obstructed,  that 
they  should  consider  whether  the  power 
of  closure  oould  not  be  made  more  effeo- 
tire.    In  fact,  he  could  not  conceive  that 
the  MembOTB  of  the  late  Gorernment 
themselves,  when  they  laid  these  Beso- 
Itttions  on  the  Table,  oonldhave  thought 
that  they  oonld  Irad  them  any  improve- 
ment for  the  transaction  of  Business, 
nnlosB  they  were  aeoompanied  by  some 
improvement  of  the  Bute  relating  to  the 
closure.    He  could  very  well  understand 
that  Uiey  (the  Opposition)  might  not 
have  liked  to  meddle  with  that  snbj«ot 
themselves ;  but  he  thought  they  must 
have  anticipated  that  a  suggestion  of 
that  kind  would  have  emanated  from 
some  part  of  the  House.    He  did  not 
want  to  discuss  in  what  way  the  closure 
ought  to  be  amended  at  the  present 
time.    He  did  not  think  it  was  neces- 
sary that  they  should  discuss  any  of  the 
Besolutioos.   All  he  wanted  was  that 
it  shonld  not  be  understood  that  that 
Bnbje>ot  was  to  be  excluded  from  the 
considemtion  of  the  Oommittee  that 
mig>M  be  appointed  to  consider  the  ^ues* 
tion ;  because,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  in- 
timately and  Tery  closely  connected  witii 
the  proposed  Bissolutions  that,  as  his 
right  hon.  Friend  told  them,  were  to 
form  practically  the  basis  of  the  Refer- 
ence to  the  Committee. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  said,  he  hoped 
that  some  arrangement  would  be  made 
by  which  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  were  in  the  nature  of 
Amendments  to  the  scheme  of  the  late 
Gorernment,  would  be  made  public,  and 
that  thusthey  might  have  the  advantage 
of  that  pnblioiU  whi<^  the  pr<^osals  of 
the  Ute  Admlnistratien  obtatned.  They 
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should  be  printed  with  the  Yotes  and 
Proceedings  of  the  House  from  day  to 
day,  as  they  were  decided  on. 

Ma.  MITOHELL  HENRY  said,  he 
was  glad  to  notice  that  the  present 
question  appeared  to  beentirely  removed 
from  Party  influences.   The  longer  tfa^ 
were  kept  from  those  inflaenees,  the 
more  hope  there  would  be  of  the  efforts 
of  the  Oommittee  being  brought  to  a 
suocessfal  issue.    He  wished  to  make  a 
practical  suggestion.    The  extension  of 
the  franchise  last  Parliament  took  plaoe 
principslly  by  a  friendly  consultation 
between  the  two  Parties  ;  and  he  would 
submit  to  the  Prime  Minister  that,  as 
the  Conservative  Party  had  Traced  its 
proposals  before  the  country,  if  the  pro- 
posals of  the  present  Government  at 
all  assumed  in  Oommittee  the  appear- 
ance of  being  opposite  proposals,  then, 
in  a  very  short  time,  no  matter  how  the 
Oommittee  was  constituted,  Party  feel- 
ing would  arise.    He  hoped,  thcKrefon, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  eon- 
sider  whether,  by  consultation  with  the 
Leaden  of  the  Oonservative  Party,  he 
might  not  eliminate  all  qnsstions  whioh 
might  lead  to  such  deplorable  results. 
He  would  ftirther  suggest  that  there 
could  be  no  Procedure  unless  there  were 
Members  in  the  House  to  take  part  in 
it ;  and  there  could  be  no  Members 
continuously  present  as  long  as  they 
were  accommodated  so  badly  as  at 
present.    He  thought  they  should  ap- 
peal to  the  Prime  Minister  to  endeavour 
to  ascertain  how  strong  was  the  feeling 
in  the  House  on  this  matter ;  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
agree  soon  to  appoint  another  Oommittee 
to  investigate  the  subject. 

Mn.  GHBGOBT  said,  he  had  often 
heard  it  stated  that  it  Wffuld  be  highly 
iaoenvenient  for  business  men  to  attend 
the  Sittings  of  the  House  if  they  oom- 
meooed  at  3  o'clock.  At  those  periods 
of  the  year  when  it  was  usual  for  the 
House  to  meet  at  2  o'clock  twice  a-week, 
he,  though  a  business  man  himself, 
found  no  difficulty  in  attending. 

SiE  ROBERT  FOWLER  said,  he 
strongly  objected,  as  a  man  of  business, 
to  the  proposal  that  the  House  should 
meet  at  S  o'clock.  Two  o'clock  to  4  were 
two  of  the  principal  business  hours  of 
the  day,  and  he  declared  that  the  pro- 
posed alteration  would  be  most  incon- 
venient ;  and  he  Would  be  surprised  to 
find  that  tbe  Legal  £Vefo6si<Hi  did  not 
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aainirilar  optnion,  Ha  would  poiot 
out  that  Uaaiat«r8  did  Uieir  offioial  work 
up  to  3,  vboa  they  Teoeired  depa- 
tattouB,  80  that  thej  mif^ht  be  in  tuir 
placea  bj  4  o'akrJk.  He  alw  had  a 
atrong'  objeotion  to  a  regular  October 
SessicHx.  They  all  knew  that  any  man 
who  sought  a  seat  in  the  House  must  b» 
ready  when  the  House  was  summoned 
to  give  up  his  time  to  the  public  eer- 
vlce  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  they  under- 
etood  that  to  be  on  the  Bupposition  that, 
in  ordinary  times,  the  House  would  meet 
in  February  and  prorogue  in  August. 
Unofficial  Membersof  the  House  having 
discharged  their  duties  for  six  months 
might  surely  be  allowed  the  remaiaiog 
six  months  for  busiaess  or  relaxation. 
He  apprehended  the  meeting  in  October 
would  be  a  very  great  inoonveiueDGe, 
and  he  hoped  theOommittee  would  give 
no  sanction  to  it. 

GAFTAiir  FIELD  said,  that  the  House 
cons^ted  of  670  UemberSr  of  whom  320 
were  old  and  3&0  new  Members ;  and 
he  thought  that  before  the  latter  were 
called  upon  to  take  part  in  the  reform 
of  the  Procedure  of  the  House  they 
ought  to  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of 
learning  what  the  old  Hules  were.  He 
was  a  new  Member,  and  the  first 
tbiag  he  did  as  such  was  to  endeavour 
to  obt^n.  a  copy  of  the  Standing  Orders 
and  Eules  of  the  House;  but  he  was 
told  there  were  none  available.  He 
was  further  informed  that  he  might  go 
to  a  bookseller,  and  purchase  a  copy ; 
but  he  declined  to  do  so.  [LaughUrJ\ 
He  maintained  that  he  was  entitled  to 
be  supplied  with  a  copy ;  but  whether 
he  ought  to  apply  for  it  to  the  Speaker, 
or  to  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
or  to  the  Serjeant-at-Arms,  he  was  at  a 
loBB  to  know.  All  he  eould  say  was  ^at 
if,  in  the  course  of  his  career,  he  should 
commit  any  breach  of  Order,  he  should 
plead  as  an  excuse  that  he  had  been  un- 
able to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Standing 
Orders  from  the  authorities  of  the 
House. 

Mb.  W,  E.  GLADSTONE  said,  he 
ought  to  answer  the  appeals  made  to 
him.  In  the  first  place,  with  regard  to 
what  fell  from  the  right  hou.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach),  he 
had  perfectly  understood  the  spirit  and 
intention  with  which  he  (Mr.  OUdstone) 
had  i^ken.  Their  desire  was  to  pro- 
pose a  Oommittee  upon  a  scale  whitdt 
th^  diBemed  to  ba  most  agreeable  to  the 


ideas  of  the  House;  and  he  had  beenabfie' 
to  gather  some  light  oa  that  subject  from 
the  course  of  the  present  debate.  They 
wouH  endeavour  to  make,  with  xegaid 
to  the  Oh  airman  of  the  Oommittee,  that 
{wnuigMaeDt  which  th^  thought  would 
be  most  likely  to  command  approbation 
and  oonfidwce.  With  regard  to  the  ap- 
peal made  to  him  to  publish  the  Amend- 
ments which  the  Government  might  pro*- 
pose,  or  additions,  or  the  variations, 
whatever  they  might  be,  that  the  Go- 
vwnmeut  might  desire  to  recommend  to 
the  House,  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be 
said  in  favour  of  that  proposal;  but  he 
would  rather  not  give  a  positive  answw 
upon  it  at  the  preaeut  nu>m«it,  because 
he  thought  it  was  a  matter  that  perhaps 
the  Oomoiittee  itself  would  be  beat  able 
to  deal  with.  They  might  be  inclined 
to  publtsby  not  only  the  suggestions  of 
the  Government,  but  other  suggestioos 
^so,  and  he  did  not  at  all  see  ai^  ob- 
jeotion  to  the  proposal,  or  to  the  spirit 
in  which  it  had  been  made ;  but  he 
thought  perhaps  the  Committee  itself 
would  beet  deal  with  its  coneideratiou. 
Then,  as  to  the  appeal  made  by  his  noble 
Friend  the  Member  for  Kossendale  (the 
Marquess  of  Hartiogton)  as  to  what 
was  commonly  called  the  closure,  un- 
doubtedly when  he  said  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  House  had  more  to  expect  from 
multiplying  its  meaos  of  action,  and 
judiciously  and  thriftily  applying  them, 
than  it  had  from  coercive  and  restrictive 
proceedings,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  be- 
yond the  utterance  of  a  general  opision. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Kent  (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)  was 
under  the  impression  thnt  he  (Ur.  Glad- 
stone) was  we  person  to  whose  un- 
natural and  perverse  attachment  to 
what  was  called  the  closure  it  was  due 
that  the  House  had  to  occupy  so  much 
time  upon  it  during  the  year  1883.  If 
tbo  right  hou.  Gentleman  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  interoal  history  of 
those  proceedings,  he  would  find  that  he 
ivas  far  wide  of  the  mark  in  what  he 
had  just  stated. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HABT  DYKE:  I 
:  spoke  of  the  irritation  ooaseqnuit  upon 
it. 

Mn.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  did 
not  know  if  he  produced  the  irritation ; 
but  he  quite  agreed  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  it.  and  he  hoped  there  would  be 
none  of  it  on  that  or  any  proximate 
occasion.   He  had  not  intended  to  give 
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more  tban  a  general  opinion  on  the  mat- 
ter; but,  obviously,  he  would  suppose, 
the  Committee  could  not  refuse  to  look 
into  a  question  of  that  kind.  All  he 
could  then  say  was,  that  neither  in  re- 
gard to  that  nor  any  other  point  could 
he  conceive  that  they  could  wish  to  en- 
force beforehand  considerations  upon  a 
Oommittee  which  he  believed  would  be 
BO  constituted  as  to  deserve  and  carry 
along  with,  it  the  fullest  oonfidenoe  of 
the  House. 

Motion  agrud  to. 

Belsot  Committee  uppeinUi,  "  to  conndin-  the 
qaestioD  of  Procedure  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  to  report  as  to  the  amendment  of 
existing  Uules,  and  upon  any  New  Kules  which 
thoy  may  consider  ueairablo  for  the  efficient 
deapstch  of  bosiaeu."— (Jff.  Qladttone.) 

EAST  INDIA,  BURMAH  (EXPENSES  OF 
mUTARY  OPERATIONS). 
BESOLVTIOH. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Sir  Uohthed 
K4T  -  SnnTTLswoBTH),  io  riaiDg  to 
move — 

"  That,  Her  Majesty  having  directed  a  Uili- 
t&ry  expedition  of  Her  forces  charged  upon 
Indian  revenues  to  be  despatched  against  tho 
King  of  Ava,  this  llouso  consents  that  the  re- 
venues of  India  shall  bo  applied  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Military  operations  which  may 
1)6  carried  on  beyond  tho  external  frontiers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Indian  ptwsessions," 

said,  that  he  must  claim  some  indulgent 
allowance  as  it  was  only  a  fortnight 
eiuce  he  entered  the  India  Office.  The 
statement  which  he  woidd  make  to 
the  House  would  be  short  and  simple. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, following  the  course  announced 
by  their  Predecessors,  to  propose  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  that  there 
should  be  a  Joint  Committee  upon  the 
Acts  relating  to  the  Government  of 
India ;  and  it  would  be  part  of  the  duij 
of  the  Oommittee  to  oonsider  whether 
the  meaning  of  the  54th  and  55th  sec- 
tions of  the  Government  of  India  Act 
was  perfectly  clear,  or  whether  anything 
could  bo  done  to  remove  ambiguities 
which  existed  according  to  many  learned 
authorities.  Meanwhile,  the  Govern- 
ment, acting  in  the  spirit  of  the  Act, 
Bought,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
the  sanction  of  Parliament  to  the  step 
which  had  been  taken  of  applying  the 
Revenues  of  India  for  the  purpose  of  j 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Burmese  | 
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War.    It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
detain  the  House  with  any  regular  nar- 
rative of  the  events  that  led  to  the  an- 
nexation of  Burmah.   King  Theebaw 
ascended  the  Throne  in  1876,  and,  not 
to  go  further  back,  ever  since  that  time 
the  relations  of  the  Indian  Government 
with  that  of  Burmah  had  been  anything 
but  satisfactory.   The  history  of  those 
relations  was  contained  in  the  Blue 
Book.   Matters  culminated  in  the  Ulti- 
matum which  was  sent  by  the  Yioeroy 
in  October  last  year  to  Uandalay.  That 
ITltimatum  contained  certain  terms  to 
which  the  Burmese  Q^vernment  refused 
to  accede,  and  Theebaw  issued  a  hostile 
Proclamation  threatening  to  efface  tho 
heretic  Christian  barbarians,  and  to  con- 
quer and  annex  their  country.    On  No- 
vember 1 1  the  late  Government  ordered 
the  Military  Expedition  to  Upper  Bur- 
mah which  Sir  Harry  Prendergast  com- 
manded, and  on  January  I  Theebaw's 
Kingdom  was  annexed  under  ios^e- 
tions  from  Her  Majesty's  late  Ministers. 
When  Parliament  met  it  was  announced 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Thnme  that  Her 
Majesty  had  decided  that  the  most  cer- 
tain method  of  insuring  peace  and  order 
in  those  re^ons  was  to  be  found  in  the 
permanent  incorporation  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Ava  with  the  British  Empire.  What 
the  present  Government  had  to  do  was 
to  deal  with  the  situation  so  created. 
When  they  acceded  to  Office  the  Vice- 
roy (the  Earl  of  Dufferin)  was  on  his 
way  to  Mandalay.    Her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Government  awaited  the  opinion  of 
Lord  Du^erin  formed  on  the  spot.  He 
had  not  gone  so  committed  as  to  prevent 
his  forming  an  impartial  opinion,  and  he 
had  now  telegraphed  a  very  clear  and  a 
very  strong  opinion  in  regard  to  Bur- 
mah ;  and  acting  u^on  his  opinion,  and 
in  view  of  the  situation  created  by 
the  Proclamation  of  Annexation,  end 
the  announcement  in  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
had  no  doubt  whateV^er  as  to  the  course 
which  they  should  pursue;  the  an- 
nexation effected  under  the  late  Go- 
veroment  must  be   maintained,  and 
consequential  administrative  measures 
had  been  authorized.    He  did  not  know 
that  he  could  give  much  idea  of  what 
those  administrative  measures  would 
bo.    There  could,  however,  be  no  doubt 
that  Upper  Burmah  would  be  admi- 
nistered under  the  authority  of  the  Vice- 
roy; and  it  was  hoped  l£at  a  system 
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of  administration  might  be  introduced 
suitable  to  the  peouliarities  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  people  of  Upper  Burmah, 
and  not  burdensome  in  cost.  The  Vice- 
roy was  Defecting  a  scheme  with  these 
objects;  but  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  not  yet  so  fully  in  possession  of  his 
views  as  to  makea  moreexplicitBtatement 
at  present.  Hanog  said  that  much,  be 
thought  tbe  House  would  expect  him  to 
supply  some  information  as  to  our  rela- 
tions with  the  great  Chinese  Empire,  our 
neighbour.  With  regard  to  that  sub- 
;jeot,  he  need  hardly  say  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  most  anxious 
to  show  a  thoroughly  friendly  disposition 
towards  China,  and  be  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  that  desire  was  heartily 
reciprocated  by  that  country.  It  would 
be  premature,  however,  to  say  anything 
about  the  precise  arrangement  that 
might  be  come  to  between  this  country 
and  China ;  but  the  Government  were 
hopeful  that  the  negotiations  begim  a 
litUe  while  ago  would  bo  brought  to  a 
perfectly  satisfactory  termination.  As 
to  tbe  cholera,  about  which  there  had 
been  one  or  two  rather  alarming  state- 
ments, calculated  to  make  people  at 
borne  anxious  as  to  the  health  of  the 
tJToops,  British  and  Indian,  uow  om- 
ployed  in  Upper  Burmah,  he  was  able 
to  give  most  reassuring  information  to 
the  House.  Between  November  and 
January  a  slight  outbreak  of  the  malady 
did  occur;  but  there  had  been  no  caso 
of  cholera  among  the  troops  in  Upper 
Burmah  since  the  first  week  in  January. 
With  respect  to  the  cost  of  the  Expe- 
dition, he  was  happy  to  say  that  the 
estimates  which  had  reached  them  from 
the  Viceroy  at  Mandalay,  although  they 
were  necessarily  rough,  and  perhaps  to 
some  KKtent  conjectural,  confirmed  the 
statement  made  by  tbe  noble  Lord  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  the 
estimate  of  the  Viceroy  being  that  the 
total  coat  of  the  Expedition  would  not 
exceed  £300,000,  even  if  it  should  reach 
that  figure.  The  Secretary  of  State 
desired  that  the  most  ample  recognition 
should  be  given  of  the  prompt  and  com- 
plete manner  in  which  the  Civil  and  M  ili- 
tary  Authorities  both  of  the  Indian  and 
Madras  Governments  had  equipped,  or- 
ganised, and  despatched  this  Expedition. 
He  desired  aXeo  to  recognize  tbe  able 
oonduot  of  Mr.  Bernard,  our  Chief  Com- 
misftioQer  in  British  Burmah,  during 
the  whcdeof  this  affair.  He  was  anxious 


to  acknowledge  the  promptitude  of  Ge- 
neral Frendergast  and  Colonel  Sladen 
in  their  Expedition  up  the  river  and  en- 
trance into  Mandalay.  And,  lastly,  he 
wished  to  say  a  word  as  regarded  tbe 
efficiency  of  the  Indian  and  British 
troops  in  many  duties  often  of  aharaesing 
character,  and  to  acknowledge  the  ready 
assistance  ^ven  by  tbe  Naval  Com- 
mand er-in-Gbief  and  his  forces  in  fur- 
nishing a  Naval  Brigade,  whose  services 
were  worthy  of  all  praise.  He  had  already 
given  some  information  upon  a  very 
mournful  subject — namely,  the  conduct 
of  the  Provost  Marshal  at  some  execu- 
tions in  Upper  Burmah.  Further  infor- 
mation would  be  given  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. In  a  communication  received  from 
the  Viceroy  that  evening,  he  stated  that, 
after  inquiries,  it  was  certainly  untrue 
that  the  troops  shot  persons  indis- 
criminately who  had  been  made  prt- 
Eoners.  Those  shot  at  Mandalay  during 
the  past  six  weeks  had  been  cases  of 
convicted  offenders,  under  sentence  by 
civil  offioora.  The  Viceroy  explained 
that  occasionally,  when  taken  red- 
handed,  the  leaders  of  marauding  par- 
ties were  shot ;  but  whenever  that  was 
done,  it  was  in  every  case  only  upon 
the  advice  of  the  civil  officer  accompany- 
ing the  column  intrusted  with  the  duty 
of  suppressing  these  dacoits  and  so-called 
insui^enta.  both  of  whom  robbed  and 
murdered  innocent  villagers.  They 
were  cruel  and  barbarous,  the  Viceroy 
said,  not  to  us,  but  to  these  innocent 
villagers.  This  dacoity  had  been  au 
old  evil  in  Upper  Burmah,  but  excep- 
tionally ripe  under  Theebaw's  bod  go- 
vernment. So  far  as  the  Viceroy  could 
ascertain,  there  had  been  no  undue 
severity  on  the  part  of  our  troops ; 
and  he  spoke  of  the  calmness  and 
humanity  of  General  Frendergast,  and 
said  Mr.  Bernard  would  not  countenance 
excewive  punishment.  For  the  safety 
of  the  country,  and  for  the  happiness  of 
its  inhabitants,  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  suppress  these  gangs  of  robbers, 
and  to  punish  these  robbers  and  mur- 
derers. Further,  the  Viceroy  said  that 
the  pacification  of  the  country  was  being 
effected  as  rapidly  as  possible,  althougli 
the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  countiy 
was  covered  with  jungle  rendered  tbo 
work  exceptionally  difficult.  Comiog 
to  the  Amendmciit  of  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Aberdeen  (Mr. 
Hunter)  had  given  Notice,  he  observed 
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that  his  hon.  Friend  proposed  to  more 
that  it  was  unjust  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  this  Expedition  out  of  the  Tndian  Re- 
venues. He  (Sir  tlghtred  Kay-Shuttle- 
vorth)  did  not  know  by  what  arguments 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  proposed 
to  support  the  Amendment.  But  he 
anticipated  that  one  of  these  would  be 
that  this  was  a  war  for  British  trade. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  an- 
nexation might  have  an  eSect  on  British 
trade ;  he  hoped,  indeed,  that  an  im- 
piovement  in  the  trade  of  the  country 
might  be  one  of  its  effects.  But  a  war 
undertaken  for  that  purpose  would  have 
been  unjustifiable.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Temment  was,  however,  prepared  to 
deny  that  the  war  was  undertaken  for 
any  such  purpose.  The  real  ground  of 
tibie  Viceroy's  action,  as  Her  Majesty's 
QoTemment  concluded  on  reading  the 
Papers,  was  the  protection  and  safety 
of  British  Burmah,  and  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's other  Dominions  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  The  Government  of  KingThee- 
haw  had  been  endeavouring  for  some 
time  past  to  establish  political  relations 
with  other  Powers ;  and  its  object  was 
clearly  to  annoy  the  Government  of 
India.  It  was  obvious  that  the  results 
of  such  conduct  would  eventnally  be 
dangerous  to  the  Indian  Empire ;  and  it 
was  evident  that  it  was  largehr  on  that 

f round  that  the  Viceroy  based  his  action, 
f  th  at  view  were  correct,  he  ( Sir  TJghtred 
Kay-Shuttleworth)  ventured  to  contend, 
on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
that  the  British  taxpayers  could  not 
be  fairly  asked  to  pay  the  costs  of  this 
Expedition,  ftnd  that  it  was  properly 
payable  out  of  the  Bevenues  or  India. 
There  were  two  other  arguments  which 
migfatbeusedagainsthisho&.andleamed 
Fnend,  though  upon  the  firsthedid  notlay 
much  stress.  This  was  a  comparatively 
small  sum.  So  far  as  the  information 
sent  by  the  Viceroy  was  concerned,  the 
expenses  of  the  Expedition  were,  as  he 
bad  before  observed,  estimated  not  to 
exceed  £300,000.  Not  only,  therefore, 
was  this  a  comparatively  small  affair, 
but  the  Expedition  was  distinctly  under- 
taken for  the  defence  of  British  Burmah 
and  other  Possessions  in  that  part  of 
Asia.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  no 
ground  for  laying  the  burden  of  this 
war  on  the  British  taxpayer.  But  there 
was  a  further  argument  for  placing  this 
l)urden  on  the  Indian  Revenue  which  he 
would  place  before  the  House.  For 

Sir  Ughtred  Ka$-Shuttleworth 


many  years  British  Burmah  had  been  a 
source  of  very  considerable  Berenne  to 
India.  Here  was  an  Expedition  under- 
taken for  the  defence  of  British  Bttrmah, 
and  so  for  as  the  taxpayers  of  the  rest 
of  India  were  ooncemeid,  they  were  only 
asked  to  make  a  small  return  out  of  this 
large  annnal  contribution.  As  to  the 
probable  future  of  Upper  Burmah,  he 
did  not  wish  to  put  before  the  House 
any  very  rosy  or  sanguine  view  re- 
garding the  development  of  trade  likely 
to  spring  from  our  annexation  of  Upper 
Burmah.  It  was  safer  not  to  indulge 
in  prophetic  anticipations,  which  were 
often  not  realized,  and  he  would  not 
hold  out  any  exaggerated  anticnpa- 
tions.  There  was,  howsTer,  one  met 
before  the  House  which  was  of  an  en- 
couraging character,  and  which  would 
form  mnctt  more  solid  ground  lhan  any 
anticipation  he  could  put  forward,  and 
that  was  the  fact  that  the  population, 
the  Revenue,  and  the  trade  of  British 
Burmah  had  increased  enormously  since 
it  had  become  a  British  Province.  In 
1862-3  the  population  of  British  Burmah 
was  2,500,000,  while  in  1B83-4  it 
amounted  to  3,700,000.  The  Revenue 
in  the  earlier  period  he  had  mentioned 
did  not  reach  £1,000,000;  but  in  1S83-4 
it  was  nearly  £8,000,000.  At  theformer 
period,  the  trade  of  the  country,  includ- 
ing imports  and  exports,  was  nnder 
£2,000,000;  whereas,  in  1898,  it  ap- 
proached £10,600,000.  That  was  to  say, 
the  Revenue  of  British  Burmah  had  been 
trebled  in  the  period  referred  to,  vUIe 
its  trade  had  been  more  than  ^in- 
tupled.  If  any  such  results  shonld  be 
obtained  in  Upper  Burmah,  then  this 
House  would  have  very  good  reason  to 
be  satisfied.  The  hon.  Baronet  con- 
cluded by  moving  the  Resolution  of 
which  he  had  given  Notice. 

Motion  madjB,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That,  ller  M^eotv  baring  directed  a  Mili- 
tary expedition  of  iter  forces  charged  upon 
Indian  revenues  to  be  despatched  against  the 
King  of  Ava,  this  House  consents  that  the 
revenues  of  India  sht^l  b«  q^pUed  to  deifray  tbo 
expcnuao^  the  Alilitary«pei«tioo8«hi^  may 
ba  carried  on  beyond  ths  «ttemal  &ontiors  (»E 
Her  M^jestj-'a  Indian  posaeBaions."  —  [Sir 
Vffhtred  Katf-ShuttUtcorth}) 

Mb.  EUNTEB,  in  rising  to  moTe;,  as 
aa  Amendment— 

"  Hat  tbia  Honae  ia  of  opioieD Ibat  it  would 
be  unjust  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  Militftry 
operations  in  the  Eingdom  oi  Ava  out  of  the 
revfltaiiMof  India,"  '   ■      J  ' 
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said,  that  it  would  be  admitted  oa  all 
Bidea  that  th^  ought  to  examine  auch  a 
proposal  as  Uuit  nov  made  by  the  hoa. 
Baronat  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  with  the  most  acmpuloas  oaro. 
Indeed,  it  wat  impossible  to  exercise 
too  aorupulous  and  exacting  a  oare,  for 
the  House  ocoopied  a  peculiarly  delicate 
position  in  aaoertaining  whether  the  ex- 
poDse  of  the  war  ought  to  be  paid  by 
the  people  of  India  or  the  people  of 
England.  The  people  of  India  had  no 
Hepreeentative  in  that  House  to  protect 
their  interests;  and  there  always  was 
a  danger  that  injustice  might  be  done 
in  matters  of  acconnt  between  the  two 
countries.  Further,  the  relations  between 
the  English  GoTemment  and  the  people 
oi.  India  had  been  compared  to  that  be- 
tween guardian  and  ward.  There  was 
soma  truth  in  the  comparison ;  and  as 
there  was  notUng  more  dishonourable 
to  a  guardian  than  to  charge  upon  the 
estate  of  his  ward  expenses  incurred  for 
hia  own  personal  ends,  auoh  conduct  was 
peculiarly  cruel  and  mean  when  the 
guardiaa  was  very  rich,  and  the  ward 
was  very  poor.  There  were  two  facts  as 
to  which,  unfortunately,  there  could  be 
no  dispute.  First,  we  had  acquired  an 
insolvent  Province  ;  and  the  noble  Lord 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  for  India  had 
expressed  a  hope  that  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  introduce  a  simple  form  of  go- 
Tcniment,  inasmuch  as  it  was  probable 
that  for  a  considerable  period  the  Re- 
venues of  the  country  would  not  defray 
the  costs  of  admioistratioD.  The  time 
had  been  very  unhappily  chosen  for  in- 
creasing the  burdens  and  extending  the 
leBponsibilities  of  the  Indian  Empire, 
seeing  that  the  Government  of  India 
had  been  driven  to  the  hut  resource  of 
imposiog  an  Income  Tax.  The  Bevenue 
from  British  Burmoh  had  never  paid 
the  interest  on  the  first  Burmese  War. 
The  cost  of  that  war  was  £15,000,000, 
and  the  largest  surplus  in  British  Bur- 
mah,  after  mating  allowance  for  ex- 
ehange,  was  only  £670,000 ;  and  the  time 
never  would  come  when  it  was  possible 
for  British  Bormah  to  pay  its  arrears  of 
interest  to  the  Indian  Empire.  "Who 
were  those  who  had  clamoured  for  an- 
nexation ?  They  were  certainly  not  the 
people  of  India,  or  the  Kative  mer^ants 
of  British  Burmah.  IndeeA,  h«  deaied 
m  tot9  that  there  was  any  widespread 
feeUng  in  the  country  favourable  to  the 
annexation  of  Upper  Burouh.  Even  ia 


October,  1864,  when  the  relations  of 
the  Indisn  Government  and  the  King 
of  Burmah  were  admittedly  friendly, 
the  Native  merchants  of  Baogoon  pro- 
tested against  the  views  in  favour  of 
annexation  expressed  by  the  British 
merchants  of  tiiat  town,  because  they 
knew  it  would  be  entirely  a  burden. 
If  the  annexation  was  brought  about  by 
the  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and,  as  was 
undoubtedly  the  case,  this  waa  a  war  to 
open  up  new  markets  for  British  trade, 
for  British  interests,  and  not  for  Indian 
interests — if  it  was  a  war  that  was  urged 
on  by  British  merchants,  and  condemned 
by  the  people  of  India — then  where  waa 
the  justice  or  honour  of  imposing  the 
expenses  of  the  war  upon  the  Exchequer 
of  India  ?  What  aggravated  the  war 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Indian  people  waa 
that,  in  their  estimation  at  all  erents, 
there  never  was  a  war  less  necessary,  or 
an  annexation  less  desirable.  The  Go- 
▼ernment  of  India,  in  the  Fradamafion 
on  whioh  thoy  based  their  attack  on 
KingTbeebaw,  spokeof  theKing'sSeign 
as  having  been  marked  by  the  violation 
of  Treaties  and  by  outrages  on  British 
subjects,  and  generally  of  his  having 
pursued  a  policy  systematically  opposed 
to  British  interests.  But  in  a  despatch 
from  the  Government  of  India,  dated 
March  24,  1885,  the  Government  de- 
clared that — 

"  Hitberto  oor  Treaties  have  been,  on  the 
whole,  respected,  oar  commeroo  has  received 
protection,  and  our  oSicerB  haro  succeeded  in 
maintaining  friendly  relations  vith  the  offldiUs 
on  the  Barmese  frontier  districts." 

l^ose,  then,  were  points  in  which  the 
statements  in  the  Froclamation  were 
flatly  contradicted  by  a  despatch  sent 
from  India  no  later  than  March  24, 
1885.  The  average  British  trade  be- 
tween British  Burmah  and  Ava  in  the 
four  years  before  KingTheebaw  ascended 
the  Throne  was  £3,061,174;  the  ave- 
rage of  the  four  succeeding  years  was 
£3,224,814,  which,  moreover,  repre- 
sented a  relatively  much  larger  volume 
of  trade,  liecaiiso,  in  the  monntime,  the 
prices  of  at  titles  linrl  declined  as  mueli 
as  30  or  in  per  cent.  Mr.  Bernard,  our 
Chief  CoQimissionor  in  Burmah,  who  up 
to  that  time  had  steadily  opposed  an- 
nexation, on  the  28th  of  July  gave  a 
conditional  and  qualified  assent  to  a  dif- 
ferent policy.  What  waa  it  (hat  occurred 
in  the  interval  ?   It  was  t^o  '^lodi^ntlfl 

which  m^s^,^^^''^^^^;^  » 
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eogagemdiit  entered  into  by  the  S^noh. 
(JoTernment  on  the  one  hand,  and  by 
the  Burmese  GoTernment  on  the  other. 
This  Agrtemeat,  it  was  alleged,  would 
make  France  and  French  influence  domi- 
nant in  Burmah,  and  exclude  British 
trade  from  the  Valley  of  the  Irrawaddy. 
But  what  were  the  facts  ?  The  French 
GoTemment,  on  September  26,  1885,  in 
a  despatch,  informed  Lord  Salisbury 
that— 

"  There  waj  no  trnth  whatever  in  the  report 
thftt  a  CtHiTentioo  had  been  concluded  between 
France  and  Bunnah  by  which  a  concession  for 
railways,  with  interest  guaranteed,  is  secnrcd  to 
a  French  Company,  control  given  to  the  French 
QoTemment  over  the  Caatoms  of  the  Irrawaddy 
Birra,  and  a  eonoesaion  granted  for  the  estab- 
liahmant  of  a  bank  at  Uandsby." 

Thus,  on  September  26,  before  the  date, 
when  the  Ultimatum  was  sent  to  King 
Theebaw,  our  Government  were  in  pos- 
seesion  of  two  facts — ^in  the  first  place, 
that  their  Chief  Commissioner  was  en- 
tirely opposed  to  annexation ;  in  the 
next  place,  that  he  consented  condition- 
ally to  annexation,  if  the  representations 
referred  to  were  true,  and  they  had 
positiTO  information  from  the  French 
Government  that  there  was  no  truth 
whatever  in  those  representations.  As 
to  questions  of  etiquette  at  the  Burmese 
Court,  about  which  bo  much  had  been 
said,  he  (Mr.  Hunter)  ooneidered  that 
taJiing  off  the  shoes  in  a  hot  climate  was 
not  worse  than  takiug  off  the  hat  in  a 
cold  ;  leaving  one's  sword  outside  the 
Palace  was  not  more  absurd  than  a  civi- 
lian wearing  a  sword,  to  which  he  was 
in  no  way  accustomed,  when  he  went 
into  the  presence  of  his  Sovereign ;  and 
as  for  sitting  on  the  floor,  that  was,  no 
doubt,  an  attitude  to  which  they  were  not 
much  aoouetomed,  but  neither  were  they 
to  walking  backwards,  like  a  crab.  He 
maintained  that  the  blame  for  the  break- 
ing-off  of  diplomatic  relations  did  not 
rest  with  the  Burmese,  for  it  appeared 
ftom  the  Bine  Book  that  it  was  insisted 
that  the  request  for  the  return  of  the 
British  Agent  to  Handolay,  after  he  had 
been  withdrawn  in  the  panic  after  the 
catastrophe  at  Cabul,  must  come  from 
the  Court  of  Ava.  Ho  thought  this  dis- 
posed of  the  pretexts  for  tm  war ;  and 
as  to  the  Bombay  Company,  it  declined 
to  enter  into  any  oompTOmise  with  the 
Burmese  Government.  There  never  was 
a  vrar  in  which  the  people  of  India  took 
lees  interest,  and  there  never  was  a 
<^earer  case  of  a  oommercial  vwr.  It  was 


unjust — he  might  use  a  stronger  term- 
to  place  this  charge  upon  the  people  of 
India;  and  to  give  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  approval  of  that 
sentiment  he  moved  the  Amendment 
which  stood  in  his  name. 

Ma.  BICHABD  :  I  rise  to  seoosd  the 
Amendment.  I  could  have  wished  that 
my  hon.  Friend  had  given  a  wider  scope 
to  his  Motion,  so  that  we  might  test  the 
feeling  of  the  House,  not  merely  on  the 
point  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  our 
military  operationB  in  Burmah  from  the 
resouToes  of  India,  but  on  the  still  more 
importaat  question  of  the  gcmeral  policy 
we  have  lately  pursued  in  that  country. 
For  my  part,  I  must  state  my  (pinion 
that  the  summary  annexation  of  that 
Kingdom  was  an  act  of  high-handed 
violence  for  which  there  i^s  no  adequate 
justification,  Becent  events  and  pre- 
sent appearances  seem  to  indicate  that 
it  was  not  only  an  act  of  iojustice,  but 
an  act  of  flagrant  folly.  By  suddenly 
overtumiug  the  existing  Government,  it 
looks  as  though  we  had  consigned  the 
country  to  what  may  prove  to  be  a  pro* 
longed  anarchy ;  while  there  is  no  littlo 
danger  of  our  becoming  involved  in 
serious  troubles^and'  [complications  in 
more  than  one  direction,  especially  with. 
China.  I  am  sorry  that  the  present 
Government  are  disposed  to  endorse  and 
adopt  that  policy.  I  believe  it  would 
have  been  better  if  they  had  acted  as  they 
did  in  Afghanistan  and  the  Transvaal, 
and  reversed  the  policy  of  their  Prede- 
cessors, instead  of  following  it  as  they 
did  in  Egypt,  with  what  consequences 
to  themselves  and  the  country  is  now 
only  too  well  known.  The  pretext 
assigned  for  this  act  of  wholesale  confis- 
cation is  the  misconduct  of  King  Thee- 
baw. But  I  fear  the  real  motive  was 
that  we  coveted  his  possessions,  and 
were  determined  to  have  them  at 
any  cost  When  Naboth's  vineyard  is 
wanted,  it  is  not  difficult  to  make  out  a 
case,  to  our  own  satisfaction  at  least, 
why  Naboth  himself  should  be  put  out 
of  the  way.  There  are  two  strong  pre- 
sumptive and  p*'iMd  fan's  reasons  whieli 
incline  me  to  put  tliis  construction  on 
the  matter.  The  first  is  the  general 
fact  that  onr  countrymen,  especially  in 
the  East,  have  a  perfect  passion  for  an- 
nexation. And  the  reasons  for  it  are 
not  far  to  seek.  For  whatever  iheee  acts 
may  ooet  the  people  of  England,  or  the 
people  of  India,  tiiey  are  cotaia  to  re- 
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donnd  to  the  intercBta  of  the  classes 
that  clamour  for  them,  or  such,  at  least, 
ia  their  helief.  When  the  issue  of  the 
last  war  with  Bannah  was  pending, 
there  was  a  disoassibn  on  the  subject  in 
the  House  of  Ziorda,  when  Lord  £llen- 
borotigh  made  a  remarkable  spmcfa. 
Some  parts  of  it  are  so  nngularly  per- 
tinent to  the  present  occasion,  that  I  ask 
permission  to  read  a  few  sentences  from 
it.  After  referring  to  the  pressure 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Indian  Oorem- 
ment  by  "certain  enterprizing  British 
merchants  and  the  Press  of  Calcutta  " 
in  favonr  of  our  "  occupying  the  whole 
Bormese  Empire,"  he  added — 

**  I  hope  that  my  ri^ht  hon.  Friend  the  Go- 
Teraor  General  of  India  will  treat  that  Press 
^th  the  diiref^ard  which  it  demrroB.  But,  my 
Lords,  Uiere  is  also  aDother  Krtoua  preeiure 
"which  my  ri^t  hcoi.  Friead  ought  to  disregard, 
and  which  it  will  be  more  difficult,  I  am  afraid, 
for  him  to  reaiat — that  is  the  presBare  of  a 
of  the  Ciril  and  of  the  whole  Military 
Berrieo.  Thoy  have  beforA  their  eyes  the  oo- 
capation  of  Afhgamatan,  which  prodoeed  a  com- 
plete revolution  in  the  Army  of  Bengal.  That 
will  always  be  the  case  where  a  great  territory 
ifl  to  be  occupied  even  for  a  time,  and  still  more 
■where  a  new  territory  is  to  be  annexed  to  and 
brongfat  nnder  onr  dominion.  Young  officers 
are  then  plaoed  in  command  of  districts ;  others 
are  placed  in  political  employment,  where  they 
actually  direct  tho  operation  of  troops  under  the 
command  of  their  superiors.  (Jreat  rewards  and 
distinctiooB  are  obtained,  great  talents  exhibited 
— and  every  man,  with  a  natural  ambition,  looks 
forward  to  the  promotion  he  may  attain ;  and 
then  the  idea  of  a  new  war,  likely  to  terminate 
in  new  conquests,  ia  dear  to  that  Army— an 
Army  full  of  enterprizo  and  of  those  feelings 
which  naturally  excite  military  men  to  great 
actiona.  Under  su^  cirounutanoos,  I  view  with 
great  alarm  the  annexation  to  onr  Empire  of  a 
large  portion — aye,  or  even  of  any  portion — of 
tho  Bumcsc  territory.'* 

Bemember  this  was  in  1863,  when  there 
were  people  already  demanding  that  we 
ahould  ooeu^  the  whole  Burmese  Em- 
pire. This  leads  me  to  my  second  reason 
for  believing  that  the  conduct  of  King 
Theebaw  was  a  mere  pretext  for  the  act 
now  consummated.  It  is  perfectly  no- 
torious that  the  settlers  in  British  Bur- 
mah,  backed  by  the  Anglo-Indian  and 
Anglo-Chinese  Press,  have  been  for  a 
long  time  —  for  many  years  before 
Theebaw  came  to  the  Throne— hanker- 
iDg  after  their  neighbour's  possessions 
in  that  region,  and  nerer  ceasing  to. 
address  v^ment  exhwtationa  to  the 
Indiaa  Government  to  go  in  and  seiae 
the  land,  on  any  pretence  whatever. 
Oelonet  Laurie  informs  ub  that  when  he 


was  in  Bangoon,  in  1864—14  years  be- 
fore the  accession  of  Theebaw — he  found 
a  loud  demand  even  then  for  war  and 
annexation.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Aberdeen  has  already, 
on  a  fonner  occasion,  referred,  as 
a  significent  indication  of  the  feeling 
prevalent  at  Bangoon,  to  the  pretty 
sharp  rebuke  administered  by  Lord 
Mayo,  in  1869,  to  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner, expressing  the  extreme  regret 
and  disapproval  with  which  he  would 
regard  any  action  tending  towards  fur- 
ther annexation.  And  when  young 
Margery  was  murdered  on  the  foolish 
expedition  on  which  he  was  sent  from 
China  to  Barmah,  though  there  was 
ample  evidence  that  the  Burmese  Go- 
vernment were  in  no  way  implicated 
in  that  transaction,  and  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  issued  a  special 
Minute,  absolving  that  GoTemment 
from  all  imputation,  the  Anglo-Indian 
and  Anglo-Chinese  Press  eagerly  seized 
upon  the  incident  as  furnishing  a  capital 
pretext  for  the  confiscation  of  Burmah. 
'Hit  North  China  Strald  said— 

•'If  the  Burmese  King's  complicity  can  be 
proved  so  much  the  better.  Ilis  depceition  and 
the  advance  of  the  British  Frontier  to  the 
borders  of  Tonnan  would  be  a  groat  political 
gain." 

And,  then,  mark  this  other  extract  from 
the  same  source — 

"  The  ^litical  advantage  of  occopying  Bur- 
mese territory  would  not  be  confined  to  India. 
The  ooutiguity  of  the  British  Indian  Frontier 
with  that  of  Yunnan  would  mean  a  pressure  on 
China  that  could  hardly  fail  to  be  felt  at 
Pekin." 

But  it  looks  now  as  if  China  were  going 
to  put  a  rather  inconvenient  preesuve 
upon  us.  All  this  proves  that  the  spolia- 
tion of  Burmah  was  a  foregone  con- 
clusion for  many  years.  The  principal 
points  relied  upon  by  those  who  vindi- 
cate the  annexation  are  three.  First, 
the  massacres  and  cruelties  perpetrated 
by  the  King  upon  his  own  relatives  to 
protect  himself  against  rival  claimants 
to  the  Throne.  Secondly,  his  daring  to 
enter  into  communication  with  the 
French  and  Italian  GoverDments  with- 
out our  leave.  And,  thirdly,  his  quarrel 
with  the  Bombay  and  Burmah  Trading 
Company  about  certun  logs  of  wood. 
With  regard  to  the  charges  of  cruelty, 
I  dare  say  King  Theebaw  is  not  a  veij 
desirable  person.  It  is  likely  enough 
tiiak  he  followed  the  abominable  custom 
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which  seems  to  prevail  in  that  ooimtry 
at  the  accession  of  a  new  Sorereignt  of 
ftutting  out  of  the  way  other  members  of 
the  Boyal  Family.  But  I  have  no  doubt 
myself  that  some  of  the  representations 
which  have  been  sent  to  this  country  of 
the  "horrible  cruelties**  committed  at 
Mandalayhavebeen  greatly  exaggerated, 
coloured,  and  cooked  for  the  home 
market,  to  prepare  for  further  outcries 
in  favour  of  annexation.  Indeed,  some 
of  them  hear  on  their  face  a  queetionable 
character ;  for  we  have  given  to  us  the 
minutest  details  of  what  was  going  on 
in  the  recesses  of  Burmese  prisons,  not 
only  as  to  the  number  of  executions, 
but  as  to  the  precise  mode  in  every 
case ;  and,  in  some  instances,  we  have 
the  conversations  that  took  place  between 
the  prisoners  before  they  were  led  out  to 
execution.  One  would  like  to  kuow  how 
all  these  particulars  were  got  at.  In 
one  of  the  despatches  sent  by  the  Indian 
Government  to  Lord  Cranbrook  when  he 
was  at  the  India  Office,  they  dilate,  as 
usual,  upon  the  cruelties  and  barbarities 
practised  by  the  King,  and  then  add, 
very  naively,  that  all  they  knew  of  them 
was  from  popular  report  and  from  the 
statements  of  one  of  the  rival  Princes, 
whb  was  a  pretender  for  the  Throne — 
not  a  very  satisfactory  testimony,  surely, 
on  which  to  rob  a  man  of  his  Grown  and 
country.  Then,  our  sensibilities  are  very 
partial  and  local,  for  while  we  shudder 
and  are  filled  with  indignation  at  the 
violent  death  of  100  or  200  people  at 
Mandalay,  we  seem  quite  comfortable  in 
conscience  when  we  know  that  our  own 
Government,  during  the  last  10  years, 
must  have  slaughtered  50,000  or  60,000 
human  beings.  For  my  part,  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  have  come  to  look  with  a 
good  deal  of  eutpicion  on  the  re- 
presentations sent  home  by  our  coun- 
t^men  settled  in  those  remote  regions, 
whether  they  are  mercantile  adven- 
turers, or  newspaper  correspondents,  or 
even  Government  officials.  We  know, 
from  past  and  quite  recent  experience, 
that  it  is  very  easy  for  British  subjects 
in  foreign  lands  to  trump  up  charges  of 
a  formidable  kind,  against  any  Kuler 
with  whom  they  want  to  pick  a  quarrel, 
especially  as  they  have  it  all  their  own 
way,  and  the  inculpated  parties  have  no 
fair  opportunity  of  stating  their  own 
case.  We  have  not  forgotten  how  grossly 
Shore  Ali,  and  Cetewayo,  and  the  Naders 
of  the  Transvaal  Boers,  and  Arabi  Bey 
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were  misrepresented  and  calumniated  by 
our  BepteseatativQs  abroad,  though,  un- 
happily, those  calumnies  were  not  die- 
covered  until  the  irreparable  mischief 
they  occasioned  had  been  done.  One 
very  remarkable  thing  is  the  striking 
family  likeness  between  all  these  aots  of 
aggression  and  annexation.  We  are 
always  told  that  Ihev  are  undertaken 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the 
countries  annexed ;  tfaait  «ie  grofU  body 
of  the  inhabitants  are  pasBionAtely  m 
our  favour  and  eager  for  our  coming. 
We  are  assured  that  there  will  be  very 
little  occasion  for  fighting ;  let  us  sand 
a  few  regiments,  or  two  or  three  ships  of 
war,  and  the  people  would  crowd  to  wel- 
come us,  aud  fall  down  and  embrace  our 
kaees  with  transports  of  gratitude  and 
loyalty.  We  were  told  that  this  would 
be  the  case  in  the  Transvaal  and  in 
Zululand.  But  the  very  reverse  has 
always  happened ;  for  we  soon  find  that 
the  people  do  not  like  to  have  their 
country  stolen  from  them,  do  not  like 
to  see  their  Native  Government  over- 
turned, do  not  like  to  see  all  places  of 
authority  and  influence  usurped  by  a 
people  who  are  aliens  to  them  in  race,  lan- 
guage, and  religion.  And  when,  iutead 
of  receiving  us  with  welcome  and  grati- 
tude, they  betake  themBfllves  to  arms  to 
defend  their  own  national  independence^ 
we  christen  them  rebels  or  dacoits,  and 
ahoot  and  haag  them,  without  mercy,  to 
any  extent.  But  whatever  may  be  the 
rights  or  wrongs  of  our  quarrel  with 
Burmah,  why  should  India  pay  for  it  ? 
Is  India  in  a  poution  to  bear  further 
burdens?  Not  long  ago,  an  Indian 
official  had  said  that  there  were 
40,000,000  of  people  in  that  country 
who  had  to  go  throiigh  life  on  insuffi* 
cient  food ;  and  I  have  lately  seen  a 
statemmt  in  Tke  21urm»  on  what  I  be- 
lieve is  good  authority,  thai  in  the  19 
years  between  1861  and  l&SO  more  than 
11,500,000  people  had  died  of  famine. 
And  is  ^is  a  people  on  whose  idioulders 
we  should  throw  the  cost  of  onv  own 
quarrels?  The  bill  which  they  would 
have  to  pay  for  this  war  may  grow  to  be 
a  very  large  one.  We  are  told  that  it 
would  only  be  £300,000.  But  we  al- 
ways begin  our  wars  with  very  modest 
demands.  When  we  entered  upon  the 
Abyssinian  War  we  were  assured  that 
the  expenditure  would  not  amount  to 
more  than  £2,000,000  or  £8,000,000, 
whereas  it  had  not  been  much  less  thaa 
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£9,000,000.  The  Goreniinent  which 
had  jffomoted  the  Afghan  Wax  had 
estimated  thd  cost  at  first  at  £1,250,000, 
bntthat  had  svollen  to  £18,000,000  or 
£20,000,000.  And  what  security  had 
we  that  the  Burmese  War  might  not 
lead  to  some  such  sum  ?  I  maintain  that 
we  hare  no  right  to  tax  the  people  of 
India  for  this  war.  Thej  have  had  no 
part  or  lot  in  bricging  on  the  conflict. 
They  have  never  been  consulted  as  to  its 
policy  ;  and  they  are  not  represented  in 
this  House.  But  though  they  have  no 
means  of  expressing  their  opinions  here, 
they  hare  done  so  in  the  only  way  in 
their  power.  I  am  told  that  the  whole 
Native  ]?re8S  of  India  has  with  one  accord 
pronounoed  against  both  the  necessity 
and  the  equity  of  this  war;  and  I  warn 
you  that  the  time  is  not  distant,  if  indeed 
it  has  not  dready  come,  when  it  will ; 
not  be  wise  or  safe  for  yon  to  dis- 
regard Native  opinion  on  matters  of 
this  kind. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oxit  from  the  word  "  Tliat,"  to  the 
end  of  the  QuestioD,  in  order  to  add  the  vords 
"  this  Hoase  is  of  opiuioa  that  it  would  be  un- 
just to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Military 
opentioBS  in  tlie  Kiof^dom  of  Ava  oat  of  tfae 
revenaes  of  2ndiaf"~(ifr.  SvnUr,) 

— instead  thentof. 

Question  pnnioaed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  (rf  the 
Question." 

AIb.  J.  M.  MAOLEAN  said,  the 
Hover  and  Seconder  of  the  Amendment 
had  asMftttd  ^at  the  Indian  people  had 
not  bean  consulted  as  totiie  laying  upon 
the  Eevenues  of  India  of  the  expenses 
of  tiie  Burmese  War;  but  it  must  be 
admitted,  nerertheleBa,  t^t  the  Indian 
people  had  ionnd  very  able  advocates  in 
that  House.  Those  (3«ntlemen  were  men 
of  extreme  sensibility ;  and  it  was  notice- 
able that  whenever  a  discussion  arose  as 
to  the  advance  of  Buesia  in  Oentral  Asia 
th^  were  generally  found  to  be  apolo- 
gists of  Bussia,  who  pointed  out  tlie  ad- 
vantagee  of  extending  Bnssian  civilisa- 
tion, while  in  all  oases  of  the  advance 
of  British  eiTilisation  nothing  but  invec- 
tive and  dieparagemeiit  was  to  be  heard 
from  (hem.  He  had  listened  atlratively 
to  hear  the  yeasons  stated  why  India 
should  not  pay  for  this  war;  but,  instead 
of  dealing  with  that  question,  they  eon- 
fined  tbemscAves  to  eonsldering  the  ques- 
tion'ol  justifioatien  tot  the  war,  wiuoh 


was  quite  another  matter.   At  the  meet* 
ing  of  Parliament  It  was,  no  doubt,  a 
question  whether  there  was  or  was  not 
aoy  justification  for  making  this  war 
without  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  But 
now  it  was  admitted  that  Lord  Dufferin 
had  made  out  s  case  for  urgency,  and 
shown,  by  his  despatches,  fliat  it  was 
necessary  to  act  promptly.  LordDufferin 
had  explained  that  he  had  proceeded 
without  delay  in  order  "to  circumscribe 
the  extent  of  the  ^ar,  the  loss,  and  the 
duration  of  the  campaign."    The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter)  had  said 
that  the  only  people  who  agitated  for 
the  war  were  the  English  merehants  in 
Rangoon.    He  seemed  to  overlook  the 
fact  that  Lord  Dufferin  never  consulted 
the  meroautile  communities,  either  in 
the  East  or  in  this  country,  and  that  hia 
reasons  for  declaring  war  were  of  a 
totally  different  character.  LordDufferin 
pointed  out  in  his  despatches  that  the 
mere  misgovemment  of  Burmah  had  not 
been  deemed  a  sufficient  reason  for  his 
interference,  but  that  he  did  consider  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  intervene  when  the 
King  of  Burmah.  endeavoured  to  enforce 
unjust  exactions  against  British  subjects. 
Even,  however,  auer  this,  he  was  willing 
to  refer  the  matter  to  arbitration.  No 
doubt,  the  reasons  for  the  war  were  not 
stated  with  that  frankness  which  would 
convince  every  reader  of  the  Blue  Book. 
Lord  Dufferin  was  really  forced  to  go  to 
war  by  the  French  intrigues  in  Burmah ; 
and  it  was  undesirable  that  the  Viceroy 
of  India  should  put  the  case  plainly 
against  a  Power  with  which  we  were 
still  in  friendly  alliance.    It  was  said 
that  the  French  intrigues  only  com- 
menced in  1884.    But  that  was  not  the 
case.     In  1882  the  Burmese  sent  a 
"  Scientific  Expedition  '*  to  Europe,  and 
it  remained  18  months  in  Paris  without 
even  calling  on  Lord  Lyons.   It  was  said 
by  the  Mover  of  the  Amendment  that 
the  French  Government  explicitly  dis- 
claimed any  intention  of  interfering  in 
Burmah.   But  Lord  Lyons  reported  a 
remarkable  conversation  with  M.  Ferry 
in  1884,  who,  while  asserting  that  the 
French  Government  merely  intended  to 
conclude  a  Mercantile  Treaty  vrith  the 
Burmese,  added  that  the  Burmese  Ex- 
pedition lukd  come  to  France  to  say  that 
Burmah  was  quite  ready  to  t^ruw  itseU 
into  the  arms  of  France.   Some  valu- 
able informatioa  was  also  afforded  by 
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tbe  Oonrespondoit  of  7%»  Bombajf  €haeiii, 
who  atatad  that  the  Italian  Consul  at 
Kandalay,  baring  obtained  aooeBB  to 
ootaia  private  papers,  had  diBcoTeied  a 
aeoret  engaffemmt  between  the  King  of 
Burmah  and  the  French  adrenturera  out 
there;  that  this  had  been  transmitted 
to  the  Engliah  GtoTwnment,  and  had 
convinced  Mr.  Bernard  and  Lord  Daf- 
ferin  of  the  necessity  of  immediate 
action.  It  was  said  that  the  Imperial 
QoTemment  had  no  right  to  iQTade  the 
Dominions  of  an  independent  Sovereign ; 
but  thoBe  who  asserted  this  could  not 
have  had  anj  ^preoiation  of  the  real 
position  of  the  British  in  India.  They 
had  to  protect  the  people  of  that  coun- 
trj ;  and  it  was  clearly  in  the  political 
intOTesta  of  India  that  Lord  Dufierin 
made  war  upon  Bunnah.  Lord  Welles- 
ley  acted  similarly  at  •  the  beginning 
of  the  oentury  in  banishing  riv^ 
Euiopean  influences  from  India;  and 
fortunately  England  possessed,  in  the 
brilliant  Irishman  now  ruling  over 
India,  a  -worthy  Saoeessor  of  that  other 
great  bishman  who  laid  so  broad 
and  deep  the  foundations  of  her 
Indian  £^pire.  The  French  Go- 
vernment disclaimed  what  was  going 
on ;  but  European  GU>TemmeDt8  gene- 
rally did  diBcIaim  intrigues  until  they 
were  successiul.  If  action  had  oot  been 
taken  these  French  adventurers  would 
have  established  rights  in  Burmah,  and 
representations  would  have  been  made 
to  every  Eur(^ean  Qovemment,  and 
there  would  have  been  a  demand  to 
place  the  Irrawaddy  in  the  position  of 
the  Congo,  and  so  destroy  the  exclusive 
British  influence  over  it.  The  hon. 
Member  (Ur.  Bidiard)  had  talked  of 
£300,000  being  a  large  sum  to  be  paid 
by  bidia  in  the  oritioal  state  of  her 
finanoes;  but  were  not  the  finances  of 
£ngland  also  in  a  critical  position? 
And  it  seemed  rather  an  austere  self- 
denying  ordinance  to  say  that  the  Eng- 
lish taxpayers  were  to  bear  the  expense 
of  all  extensions  of  Her  Majesty's  Do- 
minions in  the  East.  India  surely  ought 
to  pay  her  share.  It  was,  he  thought, 
Lord  Lytton  who  laid  down  the  rule 
that  India  might  fairly  be  taxed  for 
wars  on  her  Frontier  and  to  the  East 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Suez  when  no  Euro- 
pean Power  intervened ;  and  that  when 
a  European  "Sower  intervened  England 
might  contribute.  India  lud  a  com- 
merce of  £150,000,000  sterling;  and  if 
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she  were  an  indepMid«nt  Stat^  to  pro- 
tect ^at  oommerce  die  would  have  to 
maintain  a  Fleet  on  every  sea  and  an 
Ambassador  at  every  Court,  whereas 
she  <mly  made  a  small  payment  for  the 
Indian  Squadron .  Therefore,  she  might 
be  £^y  asked  to  bear  the  cost  of  &at 
small  war  nndertakm  in  the  East  tat 
the  benefit  of  the  Empire.  The  Pro- 
vince of  BriUsh  Bunnah  had,  at  pre- 
sent, a  commerce  of  fully  £5,000,000 
sterling  carried  on  with  India  alone, 
whereas  the  whole  of  its  commerce  with 
all  the  other  countries  in  the  world  did 
not  amount  to  double  that  smu.  India 
was  also  one  of  the  largest  eostomers  of 
the  Chinese,  and  one  great  advantage 
of  our  having  possession  of  Upper 
Burmah  was  that  we  should  get  a  ehort 
cut  into  the  interior  Provinces  of  China 
never  yet  touched  by  our  commerce.  It 
was  said  that  the  new  Province  would 
be  a  costly  possession ;  but  when  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Evesham  Division 
of  Worcestershire  (Sir  Bichard  Temple) 
was  sent  to  report  on  the  prospeots  of 
British  Burman  when  it  was  annexed, 
he  made  an  estimate  that  it  would  yield 
about  80  lakhs  of  Bevenue  some  day. 
That  prophecy  had  been  far  mwe  than 
fulfilled,  for  the  Bevenue  of  British  Bur- 
mah now  amounted  to  280  lakhs.  Th^ 
might  look  for  similor  results  from 
Upper  Bunnah,  especially  if  the  same 
energy  was  shown  by  the  present  Go- 
vernment in  completing  the  negotiations 
at  Pekin  as  was  displayed  by  the  late 
Government  in  bringing  the  war  to  a 
oondusion.  He  therefore  sincer^  hoped 
that  the  same  decision  and  vigour  <tf 
purpose  would  bo  evinced  in  realising 
for  England  and  India  Ute  fruits  of  that 
war  as  were  shown  both  by  the  States- 
men and  the  Generals  ooacenwd  in  oon- 
dttoting  it  to  a  succeeeful  issue. 

Mb.  MoIYEB  said,  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  spoken  had  suggested  that 
previous  speakers  had  dealt  with  sub- 
jects not  strictly  to  the  point.  He  (Mr. 
Mclver)  feared  he  should  sin  in  the 
same  direction,  for  he  did  not  rise  to 
support  that  particular  Amendment,  but 
to  speak  of  what  seemed  to  him  a  yet 
graver  matter.  He  only  interposed  in 
that  debate  to  express  his  regret  and 
surprise  that  Her  Majesty's  Ministeca 
should  not  have  thought  fit — phoulduot 
have  thought  it  ^oper  or  found  it  con- 
venient—to lay  before  the  House  fall 
and  adequate  groonds  why  th^  should 
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oonflrm  vbat  he  held  to  be  the  preoipi- 
tate  actioB  of  the  late  GoTeiDment  in 
annexing  Upper  Barmah.  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  Ughtred 
Kay-Shuttleworth)  had  indicated  to  the 
House  that  there  was  no  going  back 
from  the  senteBce  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
lelaUng  to  that  subject,  and  had  seomed 
to  Bugveat  tluit  though  they  mig^t  drive 
a  noanm.  and  four  through  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament, yet  once  they  had  adopted  a 
paragraph  in  a  Koyal  Message  there 
was  an  end  of  the  matter.  He  did  not 
knov  whether  hon.  Gentlemen  called 
that  ft  fundamental  law ;  but,  for  him- 
s^f,  he  qaestioned  whether  it  was  quite 
a  Oonstitutional  use  to  make  of  the  Sove- 
reign's name.  He  would  remind  the 
present  Advisers  of  Her  Majesty  that 
they  had  gone  back  before  under  muoh 
more  dubious  circumstances  in  South 
Africa ;  and,  although  he  did  not  refer 
with  unmixed  satisfaction  to  that  prece- 
dent, yet  he  would  point  out  that  they 
bad  gone  back  befere  in  India.  The 
circumstances  then  and  now  might 
not  be  identical ;  but  they  had  giren 
Mysore  baok  to  Native  rule  after  18 
years  of  British  mle ;  and  there  was  no 
reason  why  thereaolts  shonld  be  deemed 
uneatiafaotoiy  in  that  case.  Although 
the  Under  Secretary  had  held  out  no 
promise  of  reoonsidering  the  situation 
in  Upper  Burmah,  matters  had  de- 
veloped there  since  &e  ann^ation 
which  it  would  be  well  for  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  consider.  The 
despatch  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  explaining  why  they  had  an- 
nexed Upper  Barmah,  said  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  derived  epecial 
gratification  from  learning  that  their 
troops  were  welcomed  by  the  people  of 
that  country,  and  spoke  of  tbe  genuine 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Natives  fbr 
our  nie.  Aocoraing,  however,  to  recent 
reports,  it  required  16,000  British  bayo- 
nets to  keep  aiiTe  that  "  genuine  desire," 
which  was  evinced  by  the  whole  country 
tising  in  arms.  Was  it  a  "  genuine  de- 
sire "  which  required  a  large  number  of 
executions  to  take  place,  and  which  re- 
quired that  large  force  to  repress  those 
people?  The  attitude  of  that  people, 
who  were  panting  to  be  British,  closely 
resembled  that  of  other  peoples  who 
' '  were  struggling,  and  rightly  struggling, 
to  be  free."  The  Burmese  did  not  desire 
British  role.  It  might  be  incompre- 
hraslble  to  some  tilwi  thwe  thonld  be  a 


people  BO  lost  to  all  sense  of  tiieir  own 
interests ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  the  f  aot, 
nevertheless.  The  Barmen  had  a  na- 
tional sentiment.  It  was  not  precisely 
identical  in  form  with  what  they  knew 
as  national  sentiment ;  but  it  was  analo* 
gous  in  its  efifeots.  Thmr  idea  of  go- 
vernment was  not  as  our  idea.  Our 
central  idea  was  oirtl  order,  personified 
by  the  policeman.  Their  idea  was  re- 
ligion, personified  by  a  semi-Divine 
Boyalty.  In  the  Burmese  mind,  no 
social  scheme  waa  conceivable  withoint  a 
King ;  life  was  incomplete,  government 
impossible.  Their  loyalty  or  devotion 
to  their  King  was  not  personal  or 
dynastic,  but  purely  religious.  It  was 
rendered,  not  because  the  King  was  the 
son  of  his  father,  but  becanee  he  had 
passed  through  several  stages  of  exist- 
ence before  he  became  qualified  to  be  a 
King.  And  his  position  was  based  on  a 
principle  which  was  the  central  principle 
of  the  Bhuddist  religion.  The  Burmese 
did  not  wish  to  see  their  King — he 
might  be  good,  bad,  or  indifferent — 
they  only  wished  to  know  that  he 
existed.  That  might  be  oonndered  a 
strange  state  of  facts;  bat  he  was 
spealong  of  a  feeling  which  was  oom- 
mon  to  the  people  of  the  Provinces 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Burmah.  In  the 
past  the  British  respected  that  feeling. 
They  honoured  the  religious  feelings  of 
the  Burmese,  and  by  this  course  stM^ 
oeeded  with  them;  but  now  we  had 
needlessly  and  recklessly  outraged  this 
national  sentiment.  The  evidence  was 
to  be  found  in  the  way  that  the  people, 
not  only  of  Upper,  but  of  Lower  Bur- 
mah were  set  against  ns,  and  had  broken 
out  in  a  way  which  was  unprecedented 
during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 
Telegrams  in  tbe  newspapers  hod  in- 
formed the  English  people  of  move- 
ments of  troops,  and  of  engagements 
with  what  were  called  dacoits.  The  use 
of  that  word  was  rerj^ngenions,  but 
it  was  very  misleading.  Doooits  were 
being  hunted  upland  down  the  coontry 
by  British  troops,  and  we  were  told  of 
engagements  against  them  at  places 
with  grotesque  and  unfamiliar  names 
— Sittang,  Kyeikto,  Shwegyeen— and 
the  public  assumed  that  those  places 
were  in  the  newly-annexed  bat  still  un- 
conquered  region  of  Upper  Burmah. 
Not  a  bit  of  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  places  mentioned  were  not  in  Uppw 
Burmah  at  all ;  they  were  in  the  heart 
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of  British  Burmah.  They  were  <dd  set- 
tled Provinoes,  whioh  had  enjoyed  all 
the  priTileges  of  British  rule  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  They  had 
enjoyed  English  law,  EuKlishpdiicemen, 
and  EngliA  tax-eolleotors.  They  were 
quite  as  settled  as  Westminster,  and  far 
more  settled  than  Zdm«iak.  The  Oom- 
maader  of  the  British  Forces  reported 
on  the  excellent  demeanour  the 
people  on  his  way  up  the  river. 
No  doubt,  his  report  was  correct.  Sir 
Harry  Frendergast  was  a  friend  of  his 
own ;  and  he  recogQised  in  that  Com- 
mander not  only  a  man  of  great  personal 
courage,  but  a  gallant,  capable,  and 
stilled  General.  Sir  Harry  Frender- 
gast, it  must  be  remembered,  only  met 
the  riverain  people,  who  were  perfectly 
familiar  with  foreigners,  and  who  knew 
the  advantages  of  that  contact ;  and  at 
the  time  when  he  interviewed  the 
Natires  there  was  no  suggestion  that 
we  were  going  to  tamper  with  the  central 
idea  of  their  social  scheme  and  deprive 
thft  Burmese  of  their  Kinghood.  But 
there  was  no  recent  fieport  of  Sir 
Harry  Frendei^st  wiUi  r^^d  to  the 
attitude  of  the  people  towards  us.  Only 
two  days  betbre  we  were  informed  that 
in  one  of  our  maritime  districts,  whioh 
had  been  for  30  years  in  our  possession, 
military  operations  had  been  directed 
againstns.  Two  days  before  the  Hlootdau 
or  Boyal  Court  declared  that  we  must 
hare  obtained  Mandalay  by  fraud,  be- 
caase  they  never  imagined  there  existed 
people  80  wild  as  to  pretend  that  Man- 
dalay could  be  goTomed  without  a  King. 
He  Tenturod,  before  leaving  that  sub- 
ject, to  point  out  to  the  House  how  large 
a  part  the  reli^ous  feeling  played  in  this 
Burmese  Question.  In  the  past,  great 
deference  had  been  paid  to  that  feeling; 
and  the  first  time  that  we  trespassed  on 
that  religious  feeling  was  when  we 
entered  that  oounby  with  the  loudest 
protestationB  that  we  had  no  intentions  to 
touch  on  anything  religious.  Among  the 
other  suggestions  justifying  annexation 
was  that  annexation  was  the  inevitable 
result  of  the  deposition  of  King  Theebaw. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  evidence 
of  that;  and  although  it  might  be  an 
unpopular  suggestion  he  did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  absolute  evidence 
that  it  was  necessary  to  depose  King 
Theebaw.  What  was  the  evidence  against 
King  Theebaw  ?  The  popular  story  was 
that  he  was  a  drimiken  safrnge  who 
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murdered  his  mothers-in-law.  Some 
txiHoB  had  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  he 
was  insane  on  that  ground.  But  there 
was  no  evidence  to  show  that  he  was 
drunken,  and  there  was  no  evidaooe  to 
show  that  he  was  insane.  What  was 
known  about  lum  ?  As  a  wretoh«d  hoy 
of  18  he  was  selected  &om  school  to  ba 
the  husband  of  his  wife.  He  was  not 
King  because  he  was  his  father's  son* 
bat  because  he  was  the  husband  of  the 
daughter  of  her  mother.  There  was  no 
evidence  that  he  was  in  any  way  respon- 
sible for  those  massacres  about  which 
they  had  heard  so  much.  It  was  no  part 
of  his  (Mr.  Ifolver's)  duty  to  whitewash 
King  Theebaw.  All  he  said  was  that 
there  was  no  evidence  that  Kiag  Thee- 
baw's  deposition  was  necessary,  or  that 
his  deposition  rendered  annexation  ne- 
cessary. He  (Mr.  McIver)  was  con* 
vinced  that  if,  as  he  freely  admitted, 
intervention  was  nsoeseary,  nothing  was 
to  be  gained  by  annexation  which  oould 
not  have  hem  equally  well  secured  by  a 
strong  Protectorate ;  and  by  the  latter 
course  many  great  dangers  might  Iuto 
been  avoiaea.  The  assumption  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Lord  Bandolph  Ohurohill),  under 
whose  auspices  the  annexation  was  car- 
ried out,  that  we  might  anticipate  the 
same  wealth  and  prosperity  in  Uie  new 
Frovince  as  in  the  old  Frovince,  was  a 
very  pleasing  assumption.  It  was,  how- 
ever, based  on  the  belief  that  the  two 
Frovinoesconsistedofcountries  with  iden- 
tical soils.  But  the  prosperity  of  Lower 
Burmah  was  owing  exclusively  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  one  of  the  richest  deltas 
in  existence,  and  that  the  country  wMoh 
had  3,000,000  inhabitants  was  able  to 
export  nearly  1,000,000  tons  of  rice  per 
annum .  The  surplus  Bevenu^  of  which 
they  had  heard  so  much  that  night,  con- 
sisted almost  exclusively  of  the  export 
duty  on  that  rice.  The  FroTinee  which 
they  had  annexed—but  not  conquered — 
did  not  grow  rice ;  it  only  grew  wheat  and 
a  little  cotton  ;  and  it  was  so  poor  that  a 
large  section  of  its  adult  male  population 
crossed  the  frontier  in  search  of  em- 
ployment, just  as  the  Irish  oamo  to  tlus 
country  to  assist  in  the  harvest.  There 
was,  indeed,  no  prospect  of  this  Frovince 
developing  the  same  wealth  as  Lower 
Burmah,  or  of  being  anything  ^se  but 
a  T^oox  country  and  a  hindrance  to  its 
neighbour.  It  had  been  suggested  that 
thk  was  a  ben^oeftt  war ;  and  they 
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wen  toAd  thfttall  the  hiitdraxboes  to  trade 
vovld  be  removed ;  and  Uie  hon.  M^- 
ber  oppoaitft  (Mr.  Maclean)  said  that  it 
vas  a  gain  to  British  oommeroe.  Now, 
on  ihatmatter,  he  would  ask  oa  whatin- 
formatioit  oar  responsibld  advioe  was  this 
annexation  deoided  in  the  first  instanoe, 
and  what  additional  information  and  ze- 
sponsihle  advice  had  Her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent AdTisera  lor  oonfinninf;  it»  beyond 
thatidieady  received  froiuLfireSe<»etarie& 
of  State,  tbree  Viceroys,  and  two  Oom- 
misnonere,  not  a  single  one  of  whom  had 
ever  given  a  definite  opinion  in  favour 
of  annexation,  whereas  any  suoh  definite 
opinioB  that  had  been  given,  was  directly 
opposed  to  annexation  ?  If  the  noble 
Lord  the  late  Secretary  of  Stata  for 
India  (Lord  Bandc^ph  Churchill)  who 
annexed  Burmah  did  not  receiTS  his 
advice  from  responsible  officials,  irovx 
whom  did.  he  receive  it  ?  He  thought 
the  fuuwer  was  to  be  found  in 
those  pages  of  the  Blue  Book  which 
ware  devoted  to  the  Beports  of  the 
Chambers  of  Oommeroe.  The  late  Go* 
Termunt  had  givm  an  exaggerated  im- 
portanee  to  the  interests  of  c<Kmmen>e  a« 
xepresepted  by  the  CAiamberB  of  Oom- 
meroe,  and  had  appealed  to  the  worst 
instincts  of  a  nation  of  shopkeepers. 
The  doctrine  was  that,  in  order  to 
open  new  ohannela  for  trade  and  fi.nd 
a  market  for  piece-goods  and  raw  spirits, 
it  was  well  to  make  war,  remove  a 
dynasty,  and  stifle  a  nationality.  In 
the  Blue  Book  he  did  not  find  one 
word  of  re^wnaible  advice.  The  pre- 
sent  Government  were  in  a  worse  'poei- 
ti<Hi  than  their  Predecessors  in  adopting 
this  policy.  It  was  soggested  that  the 
Yiceroy  had  assented  to  this  annexa- 
tion; but  on  the  1st  of  December  Ute 
Yioeroy  said  he  hoped  shortly  to  aulnnit 
Teemnmeadationfl  as  to  the  future  go- 
vemment  of  TTppear  Buxmab,  and  before 
doing  so  he  wished  to  go  to  Mandalay 
in  order  to  study  the  veiy  "  elements  of 
the  question."  On  the  23rd  the  noble 
Lord  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  telegraphed  to  the  Viceroy  to 
annex  Burmah.  They  were  told  now 
that,  after  a  few  hours*  residence  at 
Mandalay,  the  Viceroy  had  confirmed 
the  annexation.  A  few  days  ago  some 
bon.  Members  were  making  merry  over 
the  rapid  capacity  for  assimilation  dis- 
played by  the  light  hon.  GJentleraan 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith),  when,  after  a  short 
sea  Toy«ge^  be  waa  able  to  advise  Her 
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Majesty's  MlBiaterft  on  Jjtsh,  a&irsi. 
But  in  that  oaaa  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  dealing  with  iaots,  with  a 
large  portion  of  which  he  was  already 
familiar,  and  was  speaking  to  people 
whose  language  was  very  much  me 
same  as  his  own.  The  Missions  of  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  and  the  Viceroy 
were  very  much  alike.  They  were  now 
told  that  the  Vieeroy  had  assented  to 
what  had  become  irrevocable.  Both 
Gentlemen  had  to  confirm  a  faregone 
conclusioa,  and  both  gave  fresh  proof  of 
loyalty  to  Colleagues.  The  hurried 
assent  of  the  Viceroy  did  not  improve  , 
the  position  of  the  present  Government; 
indeed,  recent  events  made  it  worse. 
The  conduct  of  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  was,  at  all  events, 
straightforward  and  oonsistent.  As  the 
prominent  Leader  of  a  Party  seeking  for 
empirical  remjedies  for  depression  of 
trade,  he  de<aded  to  take  hk  advice  from 
Chambers  of  Gommeroe,  and,  hayiag 
taken  it,  to  stick  to  it.  He  was  consis- 
tent, too,  with  the  teaohings  of  a  aehocd 
whi<^  adopted  the  forward  policy  of 
the  Barl  of  Beaconsfield  in  India.  On 
this  occasion  be  ^wed  lus  consistency 
to  the  extent  of  the  religious  obser- 
vance of  9  particular  date.  The  Viceroy 
had  asked  for  time ;  but  the  Imperial 
instincts  of  the  noble  Lord  woiUd  brook 
no  delay.  He  realized  that  his  own 
time  was  short,  and  he  wanted  to  crown 
the  edifice  of  his  Indian  administration 
and  on  the  proper  date.  The  Ist  of 
January  was  the  birthday  of  their  In- 
dian Empire,  the  Jite  IfapcUon  of  Anglo- 
Indian  Jingoism.  On  the  Ist  o£  Janu- 
ary, 1 877,  the  Earl  of  Beaconsfield  made 
the  QueeiB  an  Empress.  At  that  time 
£,000,000  of  Her  Imperial  Majesty's 
Indiui  subjeots  were  preparing  to  £e, 
and  tib^  did  die,  for  want  of  tiie  food 
whioh  the  mon^  spent  on  that  Imperial 
pageant  would  have  gone  some  way 
to  buy.  The  Ist  of  January  was 
again  selected  as  the  day  on  which  to 
add  another  Province  to  the  Empire  ;  but 
the  consistMicy  of  the  noble  Lord  could 
not  be  imputed  to  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment. If  there  oould  be  said  to  be  any 
Liberal  policy  in  relation  to  India,  among 
its  cardinal  principles,  were  those  that 
they  must  govera  India  in  the  interests 
of  its  peo^  devote  their  taxes  to  in- 
ternal purposes,  and  respect  their  na- 
tioaai  traditions.  That  annexation  in 
I  itai^  waa  bad,  beoKuee  their  Empire  wm 
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H  large  n  tiiejr  Mold  trail  manage ;  and 
if  annexation  were  justifiable  in  any 
case,  it  mnst  be  on  some  ground  of  Im- 
perial importance,  ench  as  the  safety  of 
their  frontier.  If  a  people  expressed  a 
desire  to  be  annexed  it  vtm  essential  that 
their  oountry  should  be  able  to  pay  its 
way.  An  increase  to  their  trade,  more 
orlessillaeory,  would  not  jutftify  the  pre- 
sent GoTGrnment  in  coaKrming  the  act 
of  the  late  Goremment,  and  thus  vio- 
lating all  their  own  principles.  What 
had  been  done  would  add  another  griev- 
ous burden  to  those  of  the  Indian  tax- 
payer. Apart  from  that,  recent  events 
which  were  associated  in  the  Eeports 
with  the  word  dacoit — events  which  had 
oocnrred  since  the  noble  Lord  arrived  at 
his  decision— should  give  the  present 
Government  pause.  In  endorsing  the 
action  of  the  late  Government  with  a 
larger  knowledge  of  facts,  and,  therefore, 
with  a  smaller  justification,  they  were 
ineurriag  grave  responsibility.  Their 
misfortunes  in  Egypt  were  almost  en- 
tirely due  to  a  similar  course.  In  that 
case  they  received  a  legaqr,  and  accepted 
it  instead  of  rejecting  it.  Now  they 
were  accepting  a  new  legacy  without 
question ;  and  if  they  refused  to  avail 
themselves  of  breathing- time,  they 
would  saddle  the  Indian  taxpayer  with 
anew  and  intolerable  burden,  incur  new 
relatione  with  new  and  difficult  neigh- 
bours, and  awaken  feelings  of  uneasi- 
ness and  unrest  in  the  breasto  of  the 
loyal  Native  Princes  of  India. 

The  FIEST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
8TJRT  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladbtoke)  :  I  am 
desirous,  Sir,  of  saying  a  few  words  in 
this  debate  in  order  to  remind  the  House 
of  the  nature  of  the  question  we  are 
called  npon  to  decide.  Before  referring 
to  India,  I  must  first  endeavour  to  do 
justice  to  the  able  speech  we  have  just 
heard  from  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Torquay  Division  of  Devonshire  (Mr. 
M'lver),  in  whom  it  is  plain,  both  from 
the  ability  of  his  speech  and  from  the 
spirit  by  which  it  was  animated,  that  we 
have  received  a  valuable  addition  to  our 
ranks.  Perhaps  he  will  permit  me  to 
observe  that,  as  he  himself  stated,  his 
speech  did  not  in  strictness  relate  to  the 
question  before  us.  He  said  that  the 
Mover  and  Seconder  of  the  Amendment 
had  departed  from  what  was  strictly  the 
question  before  us,  and  he  intmded  to 
follow  their  example.  I  do  not  make 
the  smallest  complaint  of  ^at  course ; 
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it  wail  to  be  expected,  considenng  the 
nature  of  the  subject,  and  considering 
the  great  interest  that  attaches  to  the 
question  of  Bnrmah,  and  the  difficulties 
that  Members  often  feei  in  finding  op- 
portunities for  brin  gi n g  forward  the  pre- 
cise Motion  th^  wish  to  make.  It  must 
have  been  expected,  therefore,  tiut  this 
occasion  would  undoubtedly  be  used, 
more  or  less,  in  discussing  the  merits  of 
the  Expedition  to  Burniah.  But  the 
merits  of  the  Expedition  do  not  form  the 
question  which  we  have  to  decide;  and  I 
am  anxious  to  bring  the  House  back  to 
the  question  which  is  placed  before  us 
by  the  Resolution.  I  would,  in  the  first 
place,  refer  to  a  matter  which  was 
touched  upon  earlier  in  the  evening,  and 
which  is  now  evidently  germane  to  the 
subject.  There  is  no  allegation  and  no 
opinim  on  the  part  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment that  the  law  d  1858,  accord- 
ing to  the  construction  which  we  have 
been  disposed  to  place  upon  it,  has  been 
broken  in  the  present  instance.  We  do 
not  deny  that  it  is  perfectly  within  the 
competency  of  those  who  made  war  in 
Burmah  to  allege  that  the  invasion  of 
Burmah  was  due  to  urgent  and  unfore- 
seen necessity.  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the 
construction  of  that  Act  of  Parliament  I 
will  only  say  a  brief  word.  Do  not  let 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  late 
Attorney  General  (Sir  Richard  Webster) 
suppose  that  upon  the  construction  of  the 
section  in  the  Act  I  venture  to  set  my 
opinion  against  his  wiqiu  in  arit  »ud 
oredtndum.  It  is  the  very  last  thing  I 
think  any  man  ought  to  do — to  enter  into 
a  dispute  with  distinguished  lawyers 
upon  the  strictly  legal  question  of  the 
constmotion  of  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
All  I  observe  is  this — that  having  been 
ctmversant  with  the  motives  which  dic- 
tated the  language  of  the  Act,  I  set  out, 
in  my  ignorant  reading  of  it,  with  the 
assumption  that  the  words  had  a  rational 
purpose  in  view.  If  I  am  right  in  hold- 
ing that  their  meaning  was  that  the 
Revenue  of  India  should  not  be  ap- 
plicable except  under  certain  ciroum- 
stances  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  those  Revenues  could  not 
be  charged  without  that  consent,  then  a 
certain  presumption  arises  in  favour  of 
the  belief  which-  I  ignorantly  enter- 
tained that  the  consent  of  Parliament 
meant  the  prior  consent  of  Parliament. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  oonatruotion 
which,  upon  irresistible  aaUiority,  ve 
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are  told  is  the  legal  construetioD,  is  to 
this  effect— that  the  ooQBent  of  Parlia- 
ment does  not  mean  a  prior  consent  of 
Papliameat  at  all ;  it  means  the  consent 
of  Parliament  at  any  time  between  this 
time  and  the  Day  of  Judgment.  There 
is  no  limit  whatever.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  carefully  guarded 
himself  against  its  being  supposed  that 
the  Act  meant  that  the  consent  of  Par- 
liament was  to  be  Kad  in  three  months, 
in  six  months,  in  the  next  Seuion,  in  the 
next  Parliament,  in  the  next  generation, 
or  in  the  next  centuir.  He  has  never 
oommitted  himself.  If  at  any  period  in 
the  future  such  consent  be  asked  for,  the 
Act  is  made  a  legal  Act ;  and  as  you  can 
never  be  certain  that  it  cannot  be  asked 
for  a  century  or  two  hence,  you  are 
never  justified  in  saying  that  it  is  not  a 
legal  Act.  That  is  the  distinct  construc- 
tion put  by  the  late  Attorney  General ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  bow  implicitly 
to  his  judgment.  As  this  difficulty  has 
arisen  either  in  the  interpretation  or  con- 
struction of  the  Act,  it  is  quite  plain,  I 
trust,  that  as  we  are  to  have  a  Oommittee 
to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  India 
Act  the  matter  in  dispute  between 
us  will  be  e&tirely  settled.  Objection 
may  be  taken,  I  know,  to  our  reading 
of  the  Aet.  I  will  not  enter  into  the 
question  that  we  never  literally  com- 
plied with  the  Act ;  I  make  that  admis- 
sion, however,  at  once.  It  is  quite  true, 
and  it  is  always  the  same  case  that  hap- 
pens in  England.  There  is  no  better 
understood  and  established  law,  I  think, 
than  this — that  in  England  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  not  entitled  to  spend 
money  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment. That  is,  without  dispute.  But 
what  happens  in  an  analogous  case  on 
eveiy  Vote  of  Credit  submitted  to  this 
House  ?  Invariably,  before  the  House 
gives  a  Vote  of  Credit,  money  has  been 
laid  out  in  the  expectation  of  it.  That 
is  a  practical  consideration  which  arises 
in  this  way.  The  House  never  can  be 
asked,  and  the  Government  can  never 
determine  to  ask  the  House,  for  a  Vote 
of  Credit  until  it  is  certain  that  the  Tote 
will  be  wanted.  That  has  been  the  usual 
and  almost  invariable  rule;  but  when  it 
comes  to  be  morally  certain  that  the 
Vote  of  Credit  will  be  wanted,  and  there 
is  a  moral  certainty  that  it  will  be  given, 
then  it  becomes  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance that  not  a  day  should  be  lost  in 
making  the  neceflsaxy  preparation ;  and, 


as  a  question  of  oommon  sense  and  prac- 
tical utility,  undoubtedly  there  is  estab- 
lished in  the  English  case  and  aleo  in 
the  Indian  case  that  deviation  from  the 
letter  of  the  law  which,  notwithstand- 
ing, is  perfectly  compatible  with  the 
strictest  observance  of  the  law.  There 
is  no  question  here  about  the  breaking 
of  the  law,  and  no  such  allegation  has 
been  made.  The  state  of  the  case  is 
this.  It  has  been  alleged  by  those  who 
have  assailed  the  poliey  of  the  invasion 
and  annexation  of  Burmah  that  this  is  a 
war  which  hag  been  made  for  trade. 
Well,  Sir,  I  mast  own  that  in  the 
speeches  we  heard  on  the  first  night  of 
the  Session  there  were  sentences  and 
sentiments  used  which  may  have  in- 
duced the  belief  that  that  was  the  main 
cause  why  these  operations  were  under- 
taken. But  the  late  Government  has  not 
asserted  that  it  was  a  war  for  trade.  I 
do  not  think  that  there  is  any  man  of 
weight  and  experience  in  this  House 
who  would  deliberately  rise  in  his  place 
and  contend  that  we  should  be  justified 
in  making  any  war  whatever  for  the  sake 
of  trade.  It  must  be  universally  ad- 
mitted that  we  must  have  justification  of 
a  totally  different  character.  I,  there- 
fore, cast  entirely  aside  that  allegation. 
It  is  not  an  allegation  on  which  me  de- 
fenders of  the  proceedings  in  Burmah 
have,  at  any  time,  founded  their  action ; 
and  it  is,  consequently,  hardly  fair  and 
equitable  to  take  the  ground  of  the  de- 
fence they  offer,  and  treat  it  as  a  justifi- 
cation of  the  claims  of  a  defence  which 
they  do  not  offer.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  laid  down 
what  he  thinks  is  a  sound  principle  to 
be  observed  in  the  Government  of  India, 
and  a  principle  which  he  thinks  we  are 
departing  from  on  this  occasion.  Now, 
our  position  is  exactly  this.  If  we 
thou^^t,  from  the  evidence  before  us, 
that  there  was  a  presumption  that  this 
war  was  a  wanton  or  a  needless  war,  I 
fidmit  that  we  should  be  placed  in  a 
position  of  great  dififioulty.  I  will  not 
admit  that  even  in  that  case  it  would 
follow  that  a  reversal  of  the  annexation 
ought  to  take  place,  because  there  is  a 
great  precedent  which  I  have  referred  to 
on  former  occasions  in  this  House— the 
precedent  of  the  war  and  annexation  of 
Scinde,  which  took  place  under  the  Go- 
vernment of  Sir  Robert  Peel.  "When 
that  annexation  was  made  known  there 
was  not  a  single  man  in  the  Cabinet  of 
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Sir  Bobeart  Feel— from  Sir  Bobert  Feel 
to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  dowa- 
wards  to  myeelf,  who  was  then  the 
youngest  Member  of  that  Oabioet — who 
did  not  heartit J  disapprove  of  it ;  and 
jet  there  was  not  a  single  man  there 
who  thought  that  any  step  ought  to  be 
ti^ea  for  the  purpose  of  reversing  the 
annexation.  The  question  is  not  the 
original  justice  of  the  annaxation,  but 
whether  you  will  do  more  good  or  evil 
by  prooeeding  to  arerersal — ^that  is,  upon 
the  supposition  that  it  was  an  unjust  an- 
nexation. I  am  bound  to  say  that,  as 
far  as  we  are  able  to  follow  the  case,  we 
do  not  find  any  proof  of  that  allegation. 
We  are  not  responsible  for  the  policy  of 
the  late  Government  in  regard  to  Bur- 
mah;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  judge  it 
fairly.  My  hon.  Friend  says  that  Indian 
funds  should  be  expended  in  Indian  in- 
terests. Most  certainly ;  and  it  is  upon 
the  grounds  of  Indian  interests,  if  at  all, 
that  this  war  and  this  annexation  are  to 
be  justified.  My  hon.  Friend  says  that 
we  should  respect  the  sentiments  of  na- 
tional existence.  I  cordially  agree  with 
him.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  perfectly 
well  known  that  in  India  cases  have 
arisen  where  we  hare  unjustly  and 
greedily  made  annexation.  But  other 
cases  have  arisen.  For  example,  the 
conquest  and  annexation  of  the  Funjaub. 
In  the  case  of  the  Funjaub,  I  believe, 
there  was  a  real  sentiment  of  nationality 
to  recognize  and  to  respect.  But  there 
was  a  just  oause  for  war,  and  that  led  to 
operations  which  convinced  the  British  i 
Ghovemment  of  that  day  and  the  Eoglish 
nation  that  the  annexation  of  that  coun- 
try was  the  best  thing  for  the  people  of 
that  country,  as  well  as  for  the  security 
of  India.  I  think  experience  has  shown 
that  that  was  a  sound  and  a  right  judg- 
ment to  arrive  at.  A  dutinguuheo  man 
whom  I  had  the  honour  of  knowing 
well,  and  who  was  greatly  concerned  in 
that  polii^— the  late  Lorii  Hardinge — 
and  I  am  oonTinced  that  no  amount  of 
temptation  or  inducement  would  ever 
have  induced  that  gallant  soldier  and 
sound  and  prudent  statesman  to  deviate, 
for  one  moment,  from  the  strict  rule  of 
right,  either  in  India  or  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world ;  and,  therefore,  al- 
though we  may  nspeot  this  sentiment 
of  nationality,  we  cannot  take  it  as  an 
absolute  rule  to  guide  our  actions.  My 
hon.  Friend  says  annexations  are  bad; 
uid  than  he  admits— what  I  am  ratiier 
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disposed  to  allow  and  to  assert — that  in 
every  case  prior  to  examination  the  pre- 
sumption is  aKainst  annexation.  But 
then,  on  the  ower  hand,  my  hon.  Friend 
admits  that  it  may  be  required  for  the 
safety  and  security  of  our  own  frontier 
and  our  own  people.  That  is  the  reiy 
ground  and  justification  for  the  annexa- 
tion in  this  case.  It  was  not  to  extend 
trade,  to  gratify  passion  or  ambition, 
but  because  a  door  was  threatwked  to  be 
opened  through  which  would  have  been 
brought  into  India  danger,  insecurity, 
loss  of  happiness,  and  prosperity.  The 
mass  of  people  depend  entirely  on  our 
sovereign  rule  in  that  country ;  and  it 
was  to  defend  them,  and  not  for  the 
urpoae  of  giving  effect  to  any  idle 
reams,  that  this  war  was  believed  to  be 
necessary.  My  hon.  Friend  has  himself 
confessed  that  it  was  necessary-  He 
said  that  a  great  deal  has  been  stated 
about  daooits,  and  most  unnecessarily 
stated;  and  among  the  places  which 
have  been  referred  to  he  notices  places 
within  British  Burmah.  That  I  do  not 
contest.  I  do  not  contest  the  fact  that 
disturbances  have  been  produced  an 
British  Burmah  in  oonsequenoe  of  the 
state  of  Upper  Burmah.  But  the  ques- 
tion we  have  to  considw  is  whethw  we 
are  to  give  credence  or  not  to  the  allega- 
tions of  the  highest  responsible  autho- 
rities iu  India  on  this  matter.  My  hon. 
Friend  thinks  that  the  Earl  of  Dufferin 
did  not  take  time  enough  to  make  up  bis 
inind  on  the  question  whether  the  an- 
nexation was  just  or  unjust.  I  think  it 
would  be  very  difficidt  indeed,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  more  than  difiioult — 
that  it  would  be  rash  and  unwarrant- 
able on  our  part— were  we  to  lay  down 
in  this  House  at  this  time,  at  this  dis- 
tance, and  under  the  oircnmstonoes,  the 
exact  amount  of  time  it  was  neoeasaxy  . 
for  the  Earl  of  Dufferin  to  take  in  order 
to  make  up  his  mind.  We  are  disposed 
to  place  oonfidence  in  the  Earl  of  Duf- 
fenn.  I  know  of  no  reason  for  witli- 
holding  oonfidence  in  bim,  or  que^on- 
ing  the  soundness  of  his  judgment.  He 
is  a  man  in  whom,  from  his  great  public 
services,  as  well  as  from  his  temper  and 
his  character,  we  have  the  greatest  rea- 
son to  place  confidence.  The  war  that 
has  been  made  in  Burmah  has  been 
made  for  the  gravest  public  reason. 
It  was  a  war  against  whidi  I  had  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  prepossession  myself^ 
simply  upon  the  ground  of  tbe  promi* 
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nenoe  givea  to  the  alleged  wrongs  of  a 
British  Company ;  but  it  was  a  war  made 
in  perfect  good  faith ;  it  was  a  war  made, 
not  in  any  Ti<^ation  of  any  plain  and 
intelligihle  principle  goreralng  the  in- 
terconrse  of^nations,  but  it  was  made 
on  grave  poUtioal  causes,  and  it  is 
supported  by  great,  and,  I  think,  irre- 
sistible authority.  So  much  for  the  war  ;  i 
but,  then,  what  is  the  question  we  are 
now  debating  ?  If  the  war  was  bad,  that 
issne  ought  to  be  directly  raised.  It  is 
quite  evident  that  the  general  sense  of 
our  administrative  system  is  that  India 
is  to  pay  for  what  is  called  a  hond  fide 
Indian  War.  I  perfectly  understood  the 
contention  that  if  a  Party  in  this  country 
is  prepared  to  challenge  radically  the 
justice  or  propriety  of  a  war,  then  a  case 
may  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  arguing 
that  the  expense  of  it  ought  not  to  be 
binne  by  India,  which  cannot  be  heard 
npon  Hie  question,  but  by  the  superior 

gwer  and  authority  of  this  country, 
at  that  is  not  the  case.  There  are  no 
such  allegations  to  be  made  or  sustained ; 
and  until  such  aUegations  have  been 
made,  and  made  good,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  this  Housecan  properly  enter- 
tain the  question  whether  the  charge 
should  be  made  on  the  people  of  India. 
Nothiog,  it  seems  to  me,  can  be  more 
plain  than  that  if  we  are  to  make  an 
ratire  departure  from  the  general  rule 
vhioh  makes  Indian  Wars  an  Indian 
chargo,  it  ought  to  be  done  on  grounds 
already  established  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  House.  It  will  not  do,  in  the  course 
of  a  debate  aa  to  chaining  the  Indian 
Exchequer,  to  make  speeches,  however 
ingenious  and  able,  which  may  be 
answered  other  speeches  as  ingenious 
and  able ;  it  will  not  do  to  make  that  a 
ground  for  laying  on  the  British  tax- 
payer the  expense  of  an  operation  in 
which  he  himself  had  almost  as  little 
voice  as  the  Indian  taxpayer.  That  is 
the  question  before  us  to-night.  My 
opinion  is  that  there  has  not  been  to- 
night established  a  case  which  would 
lead  US  to  think  that  this  war  is  a  war 
on  principle  worthy  of  condemnation. 
I  do  believe  that  it  has  been  in  reality, 
Mid  certainly  in  intention,  a  defeneive 
war.  I  do  not  believe,  for  a  moment,  that 
the  late  Government  would  have  taken 
up  this  question  in  a  spirit  of  aj^ressiou. 
There  is  no  evidence  tttat  they  have  done 
■0.  AU  the  evidence  is  to  the  contraiy 
afieot.  In  protesting  against  thd  policy 
of  our  own  Qoiwuor  Oeaeral,  and  of ' 


tiiose  who  advised  him,  yon  would  incur 
a  heavy  responsibility.  But  if  that  re- 
sponsibility is  to  be  incurred,  and  if  that 
question  is  to  be  raised,  let  it  be  raised 
on  the  merits,  and  not  oollateralty, 
as  it  is  on  this  occasion.  No  doubt,  it 
has  been  our  duty  to  depart  from  the 
general  rule.  Tho  general  rule  is  that 
I  Indian  Wars  go  to  the  charge  of 
India  ;  and  the  whole  question  now  be- 
fore the  House  is  that  authority  be 
given,  so  far  as  the  House  is  coneraned, 
to  lay  that  ohai^  upon  the  people  of 
India. 

Mb.  E.  stanhope  :  I  am  not  very 
much  surprised  that  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Torquay  Division 
of  Devonshire  (Mr.  H'lver)  was  not 
altogether  satisfaotory  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  for  it  cannot  certainly  be  a 
very  pleasant  thing  to  say  that  a  number 
of  Liberal  principles  have  been  kud  down 
as  applicable  to  this  case,  and  then  to  be 
told  that  every  one  of  them  have  been 
broken.  I  cannot  think  that  that  is  a 
very  pleasant  thing,  and  I  must  eay  that 
with  regard  to  the  principles  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  laid  down  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  force  in  the  arguments  he 
has  put  forward.  I  do  not  wish,'  how- 
ever, to  pursue  that  subject  further. 
I  would  rather  go  back  to  the  more 
general  proposition  which  has  been  put 
before  the  House.  The  Prime  Minister 
has  himself  admitted  that  a  debate  of 
this  nature  must  necessarily  take  a  very 
wide  turn.  Upon  these  occasions,  when 
it  is  necessary  to  satisfy  the  requirements 
of  a  statute,  it  is  customary  to  aUow  the 
debate  to  take  a  wide  turn,  and  disenss 
the  whole  question  of  llie  policy  of 
the  Military  Expedition,  On  this  occa- 
sion the  Military  Expedition  has  hardly 
been  seriously  challenged.  X  will  not, 
indeed,  enter  into  the  arguments  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  (Mr. 
Bichard),  because  I  am  satiufied  that 
no  circumstances,  to  his  mind,  would 
ever  justify  a  war.  Therefore,  I  can- 
not hope  to  satisfy  him ;  but,  Sir, 
if  any  hon.  Qentleman  desires  to  ap- 
proach the  subject  with  a  desire  to 
ascertain  and  decide  from  the  facts 
whether  the  Expedition  was  legitimate 
or  not  he  will,  after  reading  the  Blue 
Book  which  has  been  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House,  come  to  the  con- 
clusion which  the  Prime  IGnister  has 
distinotly'sst  forth — that  that  Expedition 
has  been  amply  justified.  I  think  he 
I  will  find  in  the  Blue  Book  abundant 
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proof  of  great  patience  on  the  part  of 
the  Gorernment  of  India,  and  great  self- 
control  and  self-restraint,  and  the  ^eatest 
possible  anxiety  and  desire  to  avoid  and 
orerlook  causesof  complaint  which  might 
have  led  to  a  collision.  A  collision  cer- 
tainly would  hare  occurred  much  earlier 
if  there  had  been  any  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  Oorernment  of  India  and  the 
Qovernment  at  home  to  bring  matters 
to  a  climax.  But  the  time  came 
at  last  when  we  had  to  consider  not 
only  our  relations  with  King  Theebaw, 
but  the  character  '  of  his  relations 
with  other  Powers,  and  when  we  had 
also  to  consider  the  grievous  interference 
with  the  trade  of  Burmah,  which,  al- 
though I  do  not  propose  to  dwell  upon 
it  now,  certainly  required  the  most 
earnest  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  India.  Fortunately,  when 
the  time  came  for  dealing  with  the  case, 
the  Governor  General  who  had  to  deal 
-with  It  was  a  man  who  could  not  be 
Buspected  of  any  undue  leaning  on  the 
side  of  interference  outside  his  duty. 
The  Earl  of  Dufferin  was  not  a  man 
who  was  at  all  inclined  rashly  to  apply 
the  principles  of  any  one  particular 
political  Party  to  the  complex  system 
now  existing  in  India.  The  Earl  of  Duf- 
ferin calmly  and  carefully  considered  the 
whole  circumstances  of  the  case  ;  and  I 
do  not  think  the  Prime  Minister  has 
done  more  than  justice  to  the  Earl  of 
Du6ferin,  or  to  those  who  approve  of  his 
action,  when  he  said  that  the  steps  which 
they  took  in  vindication  of  the  duty  of 
England  to  Burmah  were  not  in  inten- 
tion in  any  way  aggressive.  But  when 
tilie  necessity  for  action  arose,  the  inte- 
rests of  humanity,  if  not  also  the  success 
of  the  Expedition,  required  that  our 
action  should  be  decisive,  and  that  we 
should  strike  quickly,  and  strike  home. 
I  come  now  to  the  second  point  which 
has  been  raised  in  the  debate  to-night 
—namely,  the  question  of  the  expanse 
of  the  Expedition,  and  I  am  the  last 
person  to  say  that  the  House  is  not 
fully  entitled — nay,  more,  that  it  is  ab- 
solutely bound — to  scrutinize  very  care- 
fully any  questionable  expenditure  of 
this  description  before  allowing  it  to  be 
charged  upon  the  people  of  India.  We 
are  trustees  for  the  people  of  India,  and 
are  bound  to  respect  our  trust,  and  to 
examine  all  matters  connected  with  ex- 
penditure with  the  greatest  care.  I 
should,  therefore,  never  oom^in  of  any 
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complete  discussion  which  might  take 
place  in  this  House  when  such  proposals 
are  brought  before  it.  But  the  question 
we  have  to  consider  on  this  occasion 
what  is  the  interest  of  India  in  the  Ex- 
pedition which  has  just  taken  place! 
Upon  that  subject  we  have  had  a  g^ood 
deal  of  information.  We  were  advised 
by  the  Yiceroy  of  Ijadta,  speaking  with 
all  the  authority  of  his  high  position, 
and  with  all  the  advantage  of  the  skilled 
advisers  who  surround  him — we  were 
told  by  him  that  the  interests  of  India 
demanded  the  annexation,  and  the  same 
view  has  been  taken  at  home.  All  the 
advisers  who  surround  the  Secretary  of 
State,  all  those  in  this  country  who  un- 
derstand the  relations  between  India 
and  Burmah,  were  of  opinion  that  this 
Expedition  was  founded  upon  justice, 
and  that  it  was  undertaken  in  the  inte- 
rests of  India  herself.  India's  interest 
in  the  matter  is  a  great  and  increasing 
one.  Our  trade  in  Burmah  was  not  only 
in  dan^r,  but  had  been  brought  to  a 
standstill  by  the  anarohy  which  prevailed 
in  Upper  Bunnah.  The  danger  to  la-, 
dian  mterests  was  real,  substantial,  and 
obvious ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any- 
thing further  is  needed  than  the  con- 
tents of  the  Blue  Book  now  laid  before 
the  House  to  justify  the  Besolntion 
which  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  has  submitted  to  us.  But  then 
it  is  said—"  That  may  be  all  very  well ; 
but  can  you  justify  the  annexation  of 
Upper  Burmah?  "  It  may  be  said  that, 
although  the  Expedition  was  justifiable, 
the  annexation  was  not  so.  Upon  that 
subject  I  will  only  say,  in  answer,  that 
we,  who  advised  the  annexation  of  the 
country,  acted  only  with  the  utmost  care 
and  deliberation.  The  whole  matter 
has  repeatedly  been  before  the  people 
of  India,  and  the  India  Office  at  home. 
It  has  been  the  subject  of  constant 
communication  officially,  and  what  is 
called  at  the  India  Office  "semi-offi- 
cially,"  between  the  Viceroy  of  India 
and  my  noble  Friend  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill). 
My  noble  Friend  was  perfectly  aware  of 
the  views  entertained  by  the  Eaii  of 
Dufferin,  and  he  and  his  Colleagues 
were  thoroughly  well  acquainted  with 
all  the  arguments  which  had  been 
urged  for  and  against  the  annexation  of 
Upper  Burmah.  And  it  was  our  delibe- 
rate opinion,  being  in  possession  of  all 
the  faots,  and  having  emy  opportmiity 
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of  formiag  a  deliberate  conclusion  on 
the  matter,  that  the  annexation  ought 
to  take  place,  and  that,  in  mercy  to  the 
population  of  Burmah,  it  ought  to  take 
place  without  delay.     Our  conclusion, 
therefore,  was  that  Upper  Burmah  ought 
to  be  added  to  Her  Majesty's  Dominions. 
I  understand  that  Her  Majesty's  present 
GoTernment  entirely  concur  in  that  opi- 
nion.   We  beliered— and  no  doubt  they 
also  believe— that  anythiag  short  of  the 
annexation  of  Burmah  would  have  run  the 
risk  of  roproducing  within  a  vory  short 
timo  all  the  evils  which  have  provailud 
during    past    years.      If  anything 
short  of  annexation  had  been  adopted, 
ve  should  have  failed  in  our  duty  to  the 
people  of  India  and  of  Burmah.  Un- 
happily it  is  the  case  that  our  commer- 
cial interests  in    that   country  have 
hitherto  been  prejudicially  affected  :  but 
we  hope  that  they  will  be  largely  bene- 
fited by  the  annexation  of  Burmah. 
That,  however,  has  not  been  the  main 
reason  for  the  annexation  \  but  that  step 
has  been  primarily  dictated  by  a  desire 
to  serre  the  real  interests  both  of  India 
and  the  Burmese  people.    I  listened 
with  great  interest  to  the  speech  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Oldham 
(Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean),  who  addressed  the 
House  for  the  first  time  this  evening  in 
an  able  and  comprehensive  speech.  My 
hon.  Friend,  who,   from  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  subject  which  I  cannot 
pretend  to  rival,  spoke  of  the  policy  of 
annexing  British  Burmah,  and  expressed 
a  saDguine  hope  that  Uie  annexation 
would  prove  to  be  aa  advantageous  as 
that  of  British  Burmah  in  the  past.  We 
certainly,  as  the  Government  who  ad- 
vised that  annexation,  did  so  in  the  hope 
and  beUef  that  there  will  be  a  great 
development  of  trade  in  that  country. 
We  look  forward  not  only  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  interests  of  that  country, 
but  of  those  of  England  and  India  also ; 
and  I  believe  that  hereafter  it  will  be 
recognized  that  the  step  which  has  been 
taken  was  necessitated  by  a  regard  for 
the  best  interests  of  India,  and  could  not 
possibly  have  been  avoided  by  any  Go- 
vernment in  this  counti'V. 

Da.  CLARK:  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  heartily  supporting  the  Amendment 
which  has  been  moved  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter).  The 
effect  of  the  Motion  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State'for India  is  simplythat  the 
SevaiuBM  ot  India  ahall  be  idiarged  with 


the  expense  of  this  war ;  and  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  Friend  is  to  negative 
that  proposition,  and  to  provide  that  the 
Eevenues  of  India  shall  be  charged  with 
no  portion  of  the  expense.   No  grounds 
have  been  given  why  the  expense  should 
not  be  charged  upon  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer beyond  the  general  ground  that 
charges  of  this  nature  have  usually  been 
thrown  upon  India.    Now,  when  Ihe 
Address  in  reply  to  the  Queen's  Speech 
was  before  the  House  the  noble  Lord 
the  then  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  asked  those 
hon.  Members  who  felt  very  strongly  as 
to  the  injiistice  of  the  war  not  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  upon  the  Address,  but 
to  wait  until  a  Vote  was  asked  for,  and 
upon  that  Vote  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
theExpeditionto  Burmah.  Hence  on  the 
question  now  raised,  whether  the  Reve- 
nues of  India  should  bear  the  charges 
which  have  been  incurred  in  the  war  in 
Burmah,  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  enter 
fully  into  the  general  question  upon  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Hunter).   I  entertain  a  strong  opinion 
that  the  war  was  altogether  unjustifiable. 
It  was  a  kind  of  freebooting  Expedition 
undertaken  against   Burmah — one  of 
the  wars  entered  into  at  the  instance 
of  those  modem  freebooters,  the  com- 
mercial Jingoes,  who  believe  that  they 
are  entitled  to  do  anything  in  the  name 
of  British  trade.    I  have  gone  carefully 
over  the  grounds  which  have  been  urged 
in  justiGcation  of  the  steps  we  have 
taken,  and  I  cannot  see  that  there  has 
been  any  justiGcation  given  for  them. 
I  admit  that  for  some  time  there  have 
been   strained  relations  between  the 
Court  of  Mandalay  and  ourselves ;  but 
if  hon.  Members  will  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  those  strained  relations,  I 
think  they  will  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  Court  of  Mandalay  was  not  to 
blame.    What  were  the  questions  in 
regard  to  which  those  strained  rela- 
tions sprung   up   between  ourselves 
and  the  Court  of  Mandalay  7  First 
of  all  there  was  the  shoe  question. 
Before  1878  the  Court  at  Mandalay 
had  exercised  its  riglits,  and  had  pre- 
vented any  Ambassador  from  a  Foreign 
Power  entering  tlie  Presence  Clmmber 
without  taking  oft  his  shoes.   In  the 
East  that  was  not  considered  more  dis- 
honourable than  requiring  a  Member 
to  take  off  his  hat  on  entering  this 
Assembly ;  but  it  has  beoome  a  very 
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seriouB  matter,  and  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal oanaes  which  have  led  to  the  an- 
nexation of  Btirmah.    I  do  not  think, 
however,  that  if  there  had  not  been  a 
change  of  Government  in   1880  the 
country  Tould  have  been  annexed  on 
that  pretext.   Eicg  Theebav  refused  to 
have  any  intercourse  with  the  Bepre* 
Bentatives  of  acj  Foreign  Power  who 
did  not  comply  wiHi  the  usual  ob- 
aervanoes  of  hia  coaniry.    That  had 
been  a  vexed  question  in  the  time  of 
KingTheebaw's  Fredecessor;  aod  when 
King  Theebaw  oame  to  the  Throne  a 
sense  of  irritation  sprang  up,  because, 
in  the  first  place,  our  Hesident  refused 
to  take  off  his  shoes  on  entering  the 
Presence  Chamber;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause we  refused  to  give  him  the  right 
of   sending  an  Ambassador  to  this 
country.     This  may  be  considered  a 
small  matter ;  but  it  is  well  known 
that  small  matters  seriously  affect  the 
dignity  of  amall  States.   When  we  en- 
tered into  negodations  with  the  King 
of  Burmah  he  complained  that  he  conld 
only  have  official  communication  with 
this  country  through. a  gentleman  who 
was  Secretary  to  a  OommtssIoDer ;  and 
his  first  Ambassador  was  not  allowed  to 
go  further  than  our  frontier.    In  1883, 
under  the  Governor  Generalship  of  the 
Itfarquees  of  Ripon,  negotiations  with 
regard  to  a  Commercial  Treaty,  as 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Blue 
Book,  came  to  an  end.    At  that  time 
the  Burmese  Government  were  willing 
to  waive  many  of  their  claims  if  we 
had  conceded  their  right  to  send  an 
Ambassador  here ;  and  that,  I  believe, 
was  the  principal  ground  upon  which  the 
negotiations  broke  down.    But  surely  a 
question  of  this  kind  affects  the  King  of 
Burmah  as  much  as  it  would  any  other 
Monarch .     He  was  an  indepeodent 
Sovereign  just  as  much  as  the  Emperor 
of  China  or  the  Xing  of  Siam.    Even  the 
Sultan  of  Zanzibar  has  made  similar 
complaints.    We  have  been  told  by  the 
noble  lord  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  that 
there  were  several  reasons  for  our  action 
which  led  to  the  war~-tbat  there  had 
been  unprovoked  attacks  and  outrages 
upon  British  subjects  in  Burmah.  The 
noble  Lord  said  that  in  November,  1879, 
an  unprovoked  attack  was  made  upon  a 
British  steamer  lying  at  anchor  in  the 
Upper  Irrawaddy,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence the  OoveamoQiwt  of  India  hod 
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recommended  a  renunciation  of  all  en- 
gagements wifii  King  Theebaw.  Now, 
what  are  the  faots  (hE  that  case?  The 
facts  are,  a  Mahommedan  merchant  from 
Snrat,  at  a  time  when  the  Biver  Irra- 
waddy  was  crowded  with  vessels,  went 
on  board  the  Ooldm  City,  and,  desiring 
to  go  to  a  part  of  the  Teasel  which  he 
was  warned  had  been  newl^  painted, 
was  refused.   He  persisted  m  making 
his  way,  and  a  disturbance  ensued, 
in  which  a  number  of  Burmese  coolies 
went  to  the  assistance  of  the  inter- 
loper.   The  resistance   of  the  crew 
is  said  to  have  been  an  unprovoked 
attack  upon  Brittsh  subjects  by  the 
Burmese  GoTcrnment.    Gau  anything 
be  more  absurd  ?   Nevertheless,  these 
are  the  kind  of  excuses  we  make  for 
sanding  out  a  warlike  Expedition  and 
annexing  the  country.    It  is  also  said 
that  a  Scindian — a  Mahommedan — had 
been  subjected  to  an  uuproroked  at* 
tack  in  connection  with  a  question  of 
trading.   The  ftict  ia  that  in  the  case 
of  the  Surat  merchant  he  was  fined 
10  rupees;   those  who   assisted  the 
agftresBor  were  also  punished,  and  every 
redress  was  aflbrded  by  the  Burmese 
Government.    In  this  case  it  is  quite 
evident  that  the  real  object  was  simply 
to  get  an  excuse  for  raising  money 
from  Burmah.    It  appears  that  the 
salt  taken  into  Upper  Burmah  was 
taxed  at  a  lower  rate  than  that  whtoh 
was  taken  into  Lower  Burmah,  and  the 
Government  of  Lower  Burmah  were 
anxious  to  place  a  5«.  duty  upon  salt 
going  into  Upper  Burmah,  in  order  to 
make  it  not  worth  while  for  people  to 
smuggle  the  salt  back  again.   This  so- 
called  outrage  was  made  to  allow  the 
Government  to  unduly  tax  the  people  of 
LowOT  Burmah  and  make  the  lives  of 
the  unfortunate  Burmese  harder,  be- 
cause there  can  be  no  doubt  that  die 
absence  of  salt  is  a  prolific  source  of 
disease  both  in  regard  to  human  beings 
and   cattle.      Having  gone  carefully 
through  the  Blue  Book,  I  must  confess 
that  I  see  nothing  in  the  evidence  which 
has  been  brought  before  us  that  ia  not 
unimportant  and  trivial.  The  most  sub- 
stantial cause  of  complaint  was  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Burmese  in  connection  with 
the  miserable  squabble  with  the  Bom- 
bay-Burmah  Company.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hmter) 
has  shown  vexr  dearly,  from  the  de- 
epatohee  whhA  h«  read  from'tbe  Besl  of' 
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Daffeiin  and  Hr.  Bsrnard,  that  ttp  to 
lact  year  thara  iras  no  reason  or  pretext 
whaterer  for  a  'war  with  Bnrmah,  and 
that  up  to  that  period  Mr.  Barnard 
u^ed  the  OoTemment  of  India  not  to 
interfere.  There  is  one  qaotatton  I  will 
refer  to,  which  the  hon.  Member  did  not 
read,  whioh  states  that  there  were 
strong-  Petitiona  coming  from  the  Bur- 
mese Ohamber  of  Commerce,  asking 
that  Upper  Burmah  should  be  annexed, 
because  tbe  trading  interests  were  suffer- 
ing from  the  state  of  affairs  in  Upper 
Burmah.  Upon  the  16th  of  January 
last  year  Mr.  Bernard  writes  that  King 
Theebaw  was  not  nominally  an  ally  of 
the  British  QoTemment,  but  an  actual 
ally ;  and  he  expresses  an  opinion  that 
at  least  it  was  questionable  whether  any 
Power  had  a  right  to  expect  that  it  would 
be  justified  in  sending  a  fovce  up  to 
Maodalay  and  expelling  Kingf  Theebaw 
on  the  ground  that  hie  subjects  wne 
snffBring  horn  the  arbitrary  oharactw 
of  bis  rule.  Upon  this  point,  it  is  said, 
the  Viceroy  suggested  arbitration ;  but 
I  do  not  ti^iink  that  tbe  Viceroy  did  in 
reality  suggest  any  fair  mode  of  arbitra- 
tion. I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  the  case,  except  to  say  that 
before  the  Blue  Book  reached  me  the 
case  of  the  Burmese  Government  had 
berai  sent  to  me.  I  can  see  no  justifica- 
tion for  the  action  taken  by  the  Trading 
Company.  When  the  question  arose  the 
Burmese  GoTemment  sent  down  to  our 
frontier  station  for  information,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  determine  the  question, 
and  from  the  information  fumuhed  by 
tiie  British  ofBoer  the  High  Court  of 
Burmah,  which  is  analogouB  to  our 
House  of  Lords,  gave  their  decision 
npon  the  merits  of  the  ease.  It  may  be 
that  the  Court  was  mistaken;  it  may 
be,  as  we  have  been  told,  that  the  evi- 
denoe  sent  by  our  officer  was  not  reli- 
able !  It  was  that  whioh  caused  all  the 
trouble.  What  was  to  be  the  character 
of  the  arbitration?  Mr.  Bernard  ad- 
mits that  he  did  not  desire  arbitration, 
for  fear  that  the  French  Consul  might 
be  appointed  the  arbiter.  The  kind 
of  arbitration  we  suggested  was  that 
the  Indian  GoTemment  should  ap- 
point the  arbiter;  and  the  Burmese 
GoTemment  were  asked  whether,  in 
that  ease,  the^  would  abide  by  the 
deoiaioik?  Praoliealfy,  it  was  to  be  aa 
arbitration  in  whwh  the  arbiter  was  to 
btt  qipdnt«d  by  one  el  tbft  partiat. 


We  have  had  information  to-nigbt  that 
the  ItaHan  Consul  was  suggested ;  but 
we  were  not  told  that  the  Italian  Ooneul 
was  the  agent  for  the  Italian  Company, 
and  agent  also  for  the  Bombaj-^unnah 
Company — one  of  the  parties  in  tiie 
case.  We  are  told  that  higher  grounds 
of  policy  existed ;  but  from  the  de- 
spatches which  have  been  sent  by  the 
Earl  of  Bufferin  and  Mr.  Bernard  in 
this  Bombay  Company's  trading  dispute 
can  we  find  the  only  ground  for  our 
interference.  It  is  said  that  !EVench 
adventurers  were  obtaining  ooncesaiona 
in  Upper  Burmah.  Why  should  not 
Freoeh  adventurers  have  just  aa  much 
right  to  go  to  Upper  Burmah  and  obtain 
concessions  aa  the  British  merchants, 
such  as  Price  and  Maxwell,  who  went 
there  and  obtained  concessions  f  f"  Di* 
vide! "]  I  have  no  desire  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House ;  but  ve  are  not 
going  to  allow  an  anoient  Honaxchy  to 
be  annexed  without  offering  a  strong 
protest  against  it ;  and  we  do  not  intend 
to  allow  the  Indian  Government  to  be 
saddled  with  the  expenses  of  this  unjust 
war  without  raising  our  voice  in  protest 
also.  What  is  the  position  of  Burmah  ? 
Look  at  the  map.  The  idea  of  foreign 
interference  is  ridiculous,  seeing  that  the 
only  modes  of  entering  into  the  country 
by  means  of  the  Irrawaddy  and  Pegu 
^vers  are,  practically,  in  our  hands. 
When  we  annexed  Pegu  we  obtained 
possession  of  the  key  of  the  oonnfery, 
and  no  one  else  oan  get  into  the  country 
except  with  our  knowledge  and  oonsent. 
Indeed,  one  acousation  made  against  us 
is  that  we  hare  not  allowed  King 
Theebaw  to  obtain  auffioient  anns  to 
defend  himself.  To  be  told,  aa  we  have 
been  to-night  by  the  Prime  Minister  and 
others,  that  questions  of  high  policy 
come  in— that  to  allow  the  Prench  to  get 
a  position  in  Upper  Burmah  would  leave 
India  open  to  attack  and  weaken  our 
position  in  Lower  Burmah — all  this 
is  arrant  nonsense,  because  anjone 
studying  the  map  will  see  at  once 
that  we  bold  the  key  of  Burmah,  and. 
that  our  Indian  Bmpire  is  no  more 
affeoted  than  China.  I  will  not  Miter 
further  into  tbe  reasons  which  have  in- 
duced us  to  attack  Bnrmah,  or  tbe  rea- 
sons why  we  have  stolen  this  ancient 
Elngdun;  but  perhape  I  may  be  al- 
lowM  to  say  a  word  npon  the  second 
^  of  the  qnebtion.  ["Divide I"] 
Hob.  Otibtltaown  o^oaste  ate  uttkmg  a 
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great  n<»se ;  but  I  must  be  permitted  to 
aaj  that  if  we  keep  Burmah  there  wili 
be  two  claasea  who  will  benefit  by  it — 
namely,  the  Anglo-Indian  officials,  who 
will  receive  pay  and  peasion,  and  the 
English  merchants,  who  will  find  room 
for  further  trade.  But  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  the  poor  overtaxed  Indian  ryot, 
who  will  hare  to  pay  for  the  annexa- 
tion, will  not  benefit  by  it;  and  that 
ia  the  reason  why  I  support  the 
Amendment,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the 
charge  ought  to  be  plaoed  upon  the 
Imperial  Exchequer  instead  of  the 
dian  Kevenues.  In  the  firrt  place, 
Bnrmah  is  not  a  portion  of  India.  To* 
night  it  has  been  assumed  that  Burmah 
is  a  portion  of  India.  Kow,  Burmah  is 
no  more  a  portion  of  India  than  China 
or  our  Malay  Proviaoes ;  and  we  might 
just  as  well  annex  China  and  !Malay. 
The  Burmese  people  are  different  in 
race,  language,  and  customs,  and  every- 
thing else.  In  fact,  the  Burmese  are  a 
very  distinct  people,  and  occupy  a  very 
high  and  ptomising  position,  espe- 
cially when  compared  with  India.  The 
first  thing  which  atruok  me  on  going  to 
Burmah  from  India  was  the  position 
which  the  women  occupy  there  as  com- 
pared with  tiiat  which  they  occupy  in 
India.  In  India  they  take  no  part  in 
public  life ;  but  in  Burmah  the  ladies 
take  even  a  more  proouneat  position 
than  the  men;  and  they  are  far  more 
civilized.  That  being  the  case,  and 
seeing  that  we  hare  in  Ceylon  a  Crown 
Colony  very  similar  and  near  to  India, 
and  more  associated  with  Indian  in- 
terests than  Burmah,  why  not  make 
Burmah  a  Crown  Colony,  like  Ceylon, 
allowing  the  costs  to  be  defrayed  from 
the  Imperial  Exchequer  and  paid  back 
again  7  The  people  of  Lower  Burmah 
have  been  agitating  this  question  for  a 
number  of  years;  and  we  have  now  a 
good  opportunity,  if  we  are  going  to 
take  possession  of  Burmah,  to  make  it  a 
Crown  Colony,  and  so  prevent  this  Bur- 
mese question  from  interfering  with  and 
compltoating  the  very  difficult  problem 
of  India.  At  present  it  is  not  likely 
that  Burmah  will  be  able  to  pay  its 
expenses.  It  is  not  as  rich  as  Lower 
Burmah,  and  a  great  number  of  com- 
plicated questions  will  ariee.  For  in- 
stance, the  King  of  Burmah  claims  to 
be  the  Suzerain  over  the  Shan  States. 
The  Suzerainty  over  those  Stated  is 
equally  claimed  by  Bunnah,  Siaaa,  and 
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China.  I  am  also  afraid  that  the  an- 
nexation of  Burmah  will  open  up  the 
question  of  Yunnan,  and  that  we  shall 
be  told  that  ae  the  people  of  Yunnan 
are  Mahommedans,  and  as  we  are  the 
largest  Mabommedan  Empire  in  the 
world,  we  ought  also  to  annex  that 
country.  It  may  further  be  stated  that 
we  require  Siam  in  order  to  keep  the 
French  out  of  it.  The  ryots  of  India 
are  strongly  opposed  to  the  annexation 
of  Burmedi;  that  is  the  view  expressed 
by  the  Native  Press.  I  do  not  see  why 
the  Native  opinion  of  India  should  not 
be  oonudered  as  well  as  British  opinion 
in  connection  with  this  question.  I  am 
sorry  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  so 
changed  bis  views  since  he  made  his 
first  speeches  in  Mid  Lothian,  and  I 
notice  with  regret  how  great  a  difi'erenoe 
there  is  between  his  speech  to-night  and 
his  addresses  on  the  oooasion  of  the  Mid 
Lothian  Campaign. 

SiB  EOPER  LETHBRIDGE:  In 
rising  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  fur 
Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter),  I  ask  for  the 
indulgence  which  this  House  always 
accords  to  a  Member  who  addresses  it 
for  the  first  time.  I  shotUd  not  have 
presumed,  at  this  late  hour,  to  make 
this  claim  but  for  the  fact  that  the  aub- 
ject-matter  of  tiie  Amendment  before 
the  House  is  one  of  special  intffl-est,  not 
only  to  myself,  but  also  to  a  large 
number  of  wy  constituents.  I  have 
passed  a  large  portion  of  my  life  in 
India,  which  is  the  country  more  imme- 
diately concerned  with  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member;  and,  as  an  Anglo- 
Indian,  I  desire,  moet  emphatically,  to 
express  my  entire  sympathy  with  the 
sentiment  which  I  belteve  lies  at  the 
back  of  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member,  and  many  of  the  speeches 
which  have  been  made  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  to-night-— namely,  that  in 
aflairs  of  combined  action  between  the 
Government  of  England  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  there  ia  always  ft  cer- 
tain amount  of  danger  lest  the  intereats 
of  the  weaker  Govemmentshould  be  some- 
times  subordinated  to  the  interests  of  the 
stronger.  I  remember,  some  time  ago, 
that  ^e  Prime  Minister  illustrated  the 
action  of  the  two  Governments,  when 
working  together,  by  thefamousapologue 
of  the  giant  and  the  dvarf ;  snd  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  told  ns  that  the  dwarf 
— ^ludia— ^  all  tbe  kicks,  .vbil^  tlte 
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^ant — Englaod — got  all  the  halfpenoe. 
I  confess  I  have  a  good  deal  of  sympathy 
with  that  opinion,  and  I  also  eympauiized 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Caithness- 
Bhire  (Dr.  Olart),  when,  just  now,  lie 
deplored  the  change  of  opinion  which 
lias  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  Prime 
liinister.  I  was  most  disappointed  not 
to  hear  from  the  Prime  Minister,  in 
response  to  the  apeeoh  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber the  Mover  of  the  Amendment,  some 
definite  statement  of  a  hard-and-fast 
rule  by  which  we  in  Parliament  could 
judge  what  sum  should  be  paid  by  Eng- 
land,  and  what  by  India.  We  were 
told,  it  is  true,  that  Indian  Wars, 
broadly  speaking,  should  be  paid  for  by 
India.  I  think  thah  was  the  expression 
of  the  Prime  Minister.  Now,  I  maiDtain 
that  a  much  closer  and  more  definite 
rule  is  required  than  titat.  A  rule  which, 
I  think,  IB  a  very  just  one,  was  enun- 
ciated by  the  late  Viceroy  of  India  (the 
Marquess  of  Kipon)  when  he  stated  that 
wars  which  the  GoTemment  of  India 
has  exercised  the  right  of  initiating,  and 
in  regard  to  which  it  has  been  ahle  to 
control  the  initiation,  the  Indian  Qo- 
vemment  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
for,  but  not  for  those  over  which  it 
has  had  no  control  whatever— as,  for 
instance,  the  case  of  the  Egyptian 
Wars,  when  Indian  troops  were  em- 
ployed in  Egypt  and  the  Soudan.  At 
that  time  the  Indian  Government  had 
no  control  over  the  initiation  of  the  Ex- 
pedition ;  and,  therefore,  the  Marquess 
of  Bipon  urged  that  the  Indian  Exche- 
quer ought  not  be  called  upon  to  pay 
anything  towards  the  cost  of  that  war. 
With  that  I  entirely  agree,  and  hon. 
Members  will  remember  that  that  was 
really  the  principle  laid  down  by  the 
Eorl  of  Lytton  at  the  time  of  the  Afghan 
War.  It  was  then  stated  by  the  Earl  of 
Lytton  that  India  shonld  pay  for  the 
Afghan  War  because  the  Government  of 
India  had  bad  full  control  over  its  com- 
mencement. Now,  at  that  time  some  of 
the  Leaders  of  the  Party  opposite  wished 
that  Eufflend  should  pay  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  the  expenses  of  the  war.  Well, 
the  feeling  of  many  Anglo-Indians,  and 
of  many  Indians,  was  **  Timeo  Danae«  et 
dona  fertntes ;  "  and  I  venture  to  think 
that  that  fear  has  been  realized  iu  later 
wan.  But  now,  looking  at  the  oircum- 
stanoes  of  the  present  war,  I  would 
venture  to  put  before  the  House,  and 
to  Appeal  to  the  Mover  of  the  Amoid- 


ment,  whether  it  is  not  the  case,  with 
regard  to  this  war,  that  the  conditions  of 
Lord  LjttoQ  and  Lord  Ripou  have  been 
f^ilfilled,  and  that  the  Government  of 
India  has  had  full  control  over  the  initia- 
tion of  the  war?  Therefore,  it  can 
hardly  be  said  that  the  GK)vernment  of 
India  ean  fairly  put  forward  the  same 
daim— put  toward  rightly,  I  tiunk,  at 
the  time  of  the  Egyptian  War— to  be 
excused  from  the  payment  of  the  cost. 
Still,  I  do  hope  that  the  result  of  the 
discussion  to-night,  and  of  the  Amend- 
ment moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hanter),  will  be  that 
some  Member  of  the  Government  will 
rise  in  his  place,  and  will  endorse  that 
opinion  of  the  Marquess  of  Bipon  and 
the  Earl  of  Ljtton  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. I  turn  now  to  the  question 
which  was  largely  dealt  with  by  the 
Mover  of  the  Amendment  and  by  uther 
speakers  as  to  the  general  policy  of  the 
war.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
war  was  a  merchants  war.  That  is 
a  statement  which  I  entirely  deny.  I 
would  join  with  any  hon.  Member  of 
this  House  in  denouncing  a  war  that 
was  initiated  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
trade ;  but  if  there  is  one  thing  which 
has  been  brought  out  more  clearly  than 
another,  in  the  Papers  which  have  been 
laid  before  Parliament,  it  is  this— that 
every  Indian  authority,  from  the  Obiof 
Oommissioner  of  British  Burmah  to  the 
Yioeroy  of  British  India  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  have  all,  with  one  accord, 
absolutely  refused  to  listen  to  any  re- 
commendations of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce at  Ean  goon  or  anyone  dse  who 
asked  them  to  engage  in  a  war  with 
Burmah,  or  to  annex  Upper  Burmah 
for  any  purpose  of  commerce.  The  hon. 
Member  himself  quoted,  as  a  proof  that 
the  war  was  objectionable  on  some  other 
ground,  the  very  language  of  the  Chief 
Commisf^ioner  of  Burmah  (Mr.  Bernard) 
and  of  the  Viceroy  of  India  (the  Earl  of 
DuflFerin),  in  which  they  distinctly  re- 
fused to  comply  with  the  requisition  of 
that  great  meeting  of  the  Bangoon  mer- 
chants which  was  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member.  Now,  these  are  the  very  autho- 
rities who,  not  much  later,  endorsed 
and  carried  out  the  principle  of  the 
policy  of  the  attack  upon  Upper  Bur- 
mah. What  was  it  that  had  happened 
in  the  meantime  to  jooduce  that  change  ? 
Why,  Sir,  ail  the  circumstances  of  the 
cue  had  ohMiged,  and  the  ohooge  is 
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shown  and  exemplified  in  the  letter  of 
the  Chief  Oommiisioner   of  British 
Barmah  to  the  Yiceroy  of  India,  dated 
September  4,   1885.    The  House,  I 
am   Bnre,   will    see   "bj  comparing 
the  letter  of  the  Chief  Commissioner, 
Tiitten  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year  with  his  letter  in  September,  1885, 
that  in  the  meantime  the  events  bad  so 
changed  as  to  roodor  an  invasion  of 
Upper  Burmah  absolutely  necessary. 
What  has  been  the  history  of  our  rela- 
tions with  Burmah  from  the  earliest 
times  ?   We  bare  had  the  same  difficulty 
which  cropped  up  last  year  from  the 
earliest  times  to  contend  with — namely, 
the  arrogance  and  ignorance  of  the 
Court  of  Burmah.    Why,  in  point  of 
fact,  did  Lord  Amherst  annex  Arakan 
in  1826?    Why,  simply  because,  if  he 
had  not  done  so,  the  King  of  Ava  would 
have  annexed  Aissam  and  Caohar.  Then, 
again,  in  1852,  Lord  Dalhonsie  found  it 
necessary  to  annex  Pegu,  a  similar  atti- 
tude of  arrogance  having  forced  that 
step  upon  him.    Coming  down  to  later 
times,  even  the  pacific  Administration  of 
the  Earl  of  Northbrook— and  I  wish  to 
speak  of  that  Administration  in  terms  of 
the  most  complete  respect— that  pacific 
Administration  was  absolutely  compelled 
by  the  arrogance  and  by  the  ignorance 
of  the  Court  of  Ava  to  take  military  pre- 
cautions against  that  country,  and  to 
send  what  was  virtually  an  Ultimatum 
to  the  King  of  Ava.    There  was  at  that 
time  habitual  violations  of  the  frontier, 
and  injuries  committed  on  British  sub- 
jects which  were  loudly  complained  of 
by  the  Earl  of  N'orthbrook.   Two  hon. 
Members  opposite,  speaking  of  the  diffl* 
oulties  which  have  always  oooaired  in 
onr  relations  with  Burmah,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  customs  of  that  country  in  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  of  our  Resident, 
have  omitted  certain  points  with  regard 
to  that  matter.    The  Government  of 
India  have  endeavoured  for  years  to 
maintain  a  Hesident  peaceably  there— a 
most  necessary  measure  for  the  trade  of 
India  and  of  England,  if  trade  is  to  be 
carried  on  with  Burmah  at  all,  or  if  we 
are  to  have  any  relations  with  that  coun- 
try in  any  way  whatever.    We  obtained 
by  Treaty  in  1862  the  right  of  sending  a 
Besident  there.   How  was  that  Resi- 
dent treated?   The  hon,  Ueraber  has 
told  us  that  our  Beudent  was  obliged  to 
takeoff  his  sword  before  going  into  the 
Boyal  presence,  and  to  take  off  his  hosts 
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before  gaining  admission  to  the  Bt^al 
Palace.   That  is  true  enough  ;  bnt  there 
were  other  indignities  which  I  thick  ^e 
hon.  Ifember  ought  to  hare  discerned 
from  reading  the  Blue  Book,  and  whidi 
are  certainly  well  known  to  anyone  who 
has  any  personal  acqnaintanoe  with  Bur- 
mah.  It  will  be  remembered  that  when 
the  Earl  of  Northbrook  sent  a  Resident 
there,  onr  Resident  complained  that  on 
coming  into  the  Royal  presence  he  was 
ordered  to  sit  on  the  floor  with  his  feet 
behind  him.     Now,  Sir,  if  any  hon. 
Member  will  attempt  to  sit  on  the  floor 
with  his  feet  behind  him,  I  maintaia 
that  he  will  find  the  task  a  most  difficult 
one,  and  one  which,  in  the  end,  will  prove 
most  disastrous  to  him.   Therefore,  it  is 
not  unreasonable,  as  the  Earl  of  North- 
brook said,  for  our  officers  to  protest ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  impossible  fn 
us  to  permit  such  a  state  of  things 
to  exist  any  longer.     And  remem- 
ber that  this  was  the  Earl  of  North- 
brook, than  whom  no  more  paeifio 
Viceroy  has  ever  ruled  in  India.    I  pray 
the  House  to  listen  to  this  one  point. 
During  last  year  there  was  a  very  heavy 
accession  of  new  causes  of  complaint, 
which  rendered  some  action  on  the  part 
of  the  Earl  of  Dufferin's  Government 
absolutely  necessary.    First  of  all,  there 
were  the  actual  massacres  which  have 
not  been  spoken  of  much  to-night,  but 
which  were  most  important.    At  Man- 
dalay  in  the  preceding  October  the  mas- 
sacres in  the  gaol  comprised  a  large 
number  of  British  subjects  from  Chitta- 
gong.   That  was  a  point  which  did  de- 
mand the  interference  <A  the  Indian 
GoTemment.    Further,  there  was  a 
spirit  of  lawlessness  spread  throughout 
Burmah,  and  a  considerable  part  of 
the  country  was  no  longer  wiuiin 
control  of  the  King  himself.   That  law- 
lessness spread  into  British  territory,  and 
the  Province  of  British  Burmah  would 
very  soon  have  been  in  a  similar  state 
of  lawlessness  and  disturbance  if  the 
Earl  of  Dufi'erin  had  not  interfered.  Be 
it  remembered  that  the  victims  were 
emplo>jit  of  the  Bombay  and  Burmah 
Trading  Company,  and  the  rafts  of  that 
Company  were  actually  fired  upon  by 
some  of  the  Burmese  soldiers,  and  that, 
again, constitutedadireottfMiM^li.  But, 
as  has  been  mentioued  to-night,  the  point 
that  changed  the  whole  aspect  of  atfoin 
most  materially  during  the  past  year 
was  the  intrlgusB  of  the  Fren<&  Ooaauli 
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M.  Haas.  They  had  reached  sooh  a  point 
that  the  question  was  whether  we  should 
entirely  lose  our  paramount  position  on 
that  side  of  India,  or  should  maintain  it 
by  force  of  arms.  There  can  be  no 
question  whatever  as  to  the  intrigues  of 
uiQ  Frenoh  Oonsul ;  fuid  it  is  known  to 
the  Hoiue  that  the  King  of  Barmah  had 
steadfastly  determiaed  to  do  all  he  could 
to  draw  ohwer  the  bonds  of  friendship 
between  himself  and  the  French  and 
Italians.  He  had  sent  out  an  Embassy 
for  that  purpose ;  and  it  was  on  that 
account,  and  on  account  of  the  various 
othw  provocations  I  have  recited — it 
was  these  facts,  I  submit  to  the  House, 
which  induced  Mr.  Bernard,  the  Chief 
Oommissioner  at  Bangoon,  and  the 
Earl  of  Dufferiu,  to  say  at  last — "  This 
can  go  on  no  longer,  and  we  must 
iute^ere."  I  was  very  glad  to  hear, 
in  the  very  lucid  statement  which 
was  made  by  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  !bidia,  his  remarks  upon 
the  successful  operations  that  have  been 
oonduoted  there,  and  his  praise  of  our 
troops.  I  rejoiced  to  hear  the  hon. 
GenUeman  praise  the  bearing  of  the 
Native  troops  engaged  in  that  Expedi- 
tion. I  feel,  Sir,  that  that  praise  was 
entirely  deserved,  and  that  it  will  give 
real  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  our 
fellow -subjects  throughout  India.  I 
hope  that  the  Government  will  follow  up 
the  speech  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  by  some  statement  to-night  as  to 
the  rules  by  which,  in  future,  the 
charges,  as  between  the  English  and 
the  Indian  Exchequers,  will  bo  appor- 
tioned. One  word  in  conclusion.  The 
time  for  deciding  formally  ^e  way  in 
whidi  these  diarges  shall  be  aj^ior- 
tioned  is  a  very  appropriate  one,  tor,  as 
has  bem  notloed  to-night,  there  is  at 
present  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
in  India  a  statesman  belonging  to  the 
great  Liberal  Farfy,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  commands  the  entire  ocmfidence  of 
every  Member  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
The  Earl  of  Dufferin  is  making  a  great 
reputation  for  himself  in  India ;  and  he 
has,  I  am  bound  to  say,  been  supported 
most  heartily  by  the  late  Government, 
and  the  Party  to  which  I  belong  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  Therefore,  I  main- 
tain that  the  present  time  is  one  in 
which  Party  questions  with  regard  to 
India  are  fairly  in  abeyance,  and  when 
it  would  be  most  appropriate  for  the 
GoTemmenttol^ydown  aome  bantaod- 


fast  role  by  which  such  charges  as  this 
may  be  in  future  appOTtioded! 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided:- 
82 :  Majority  216. 


-Ayes  297 ;  Moes 


ATBS. 


Aoland,  A.  H.  D. 
Acland,  0.  T.  D. 
Agg-trardaer,  J.  T. 
Ainslie,  W.  G. 
Allen,  H.  G. 
Ambrose,  W. 
Amherst,  "W,  A.  T. 
Ashmead-Butlett,  £. 
Aahton,  T.  Or. 
Atherley-Jonea,  L. 
Baden-Powell,  a.  8. 
BaggaUay.  B. 
Bjuly,  L.  R. 
Baird,  J. 
Baker,  L.  J. 
Balfoor,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
BalfoQT,  G-.  W. 
Barbour,  W.  B. 
Barnes,  A. 
BarUey,  G.  G.  T. 
Barttelot,  Sir  W.  B. 
Bass,  Sir  A. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baumann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  right  hon.  Sir 

M.  E.  Hioka- 
Beodel,  W.  J. 
Beith,  a. 

Bentiiiok,  rt.  hn.  G.  0. 
Beresford,  Lord  0.  W. 

De  la  Foer 
Bethell,  Commands 
BicberBteth,  B. 
Bickfoi^-Smith,  W. 
Biddulph,  M. 
Bigwood,  J. 
Birkbeck,  Sir  E. 
Blaine,  R.  8, 
Blandell,  C0I.H.B.H. 
Bolton,  J.  0. 
Bolton,  T.  H. 
BoDBor,  H.  C.  O. 
Boyd-Kinnear,  3. 
Brand,  hon.  H.  B. 
Brassey,  Sir  T. 
Brinton,  J. 
Bristowe,  T.  L. 
Broadhurst,  H. 
Brookfield,  A.  M. 
Brooks,  J. 
Brown,  A.  H. 
Bninner,  J.  T. 
Bryce,  J. 
Borghley,  Lord 
Campbell,  Sir  A. 
Oampbell,  J.  A. 
Campbell  -  Bannerman, 

right  hon.  H. 
Cavendiiih,  Lord  E, 
Chamberlain,  rt.  hn.  J. 
Obambarlain,  R. 
OharrinKtoQ,  S. 
ClarlBe>  fi.  G. 


Coddington,  W. 
Cohen,  L.  L. 
Collings,  J. 
Colman,  J.  J. 
GomDierell,Adml.SirJ. 
Compton,  Lord  W.  G, 
Coote,  T. 

Cozena-Hardy,  H.  H. 
Cianbonie,  Tiscoont 
Crawford,  D. 
OromptoQ,  C. 
Cross,  rt  hn.  Sir  B.  A. 
Croasley,  E. 
Croaaman,  Geo.  Sir  W. 
Carrie,  Sir  O. 
Oumm,  Visomint 
Deniion,  E.  W. 
Denison,  W.  B. 
De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
DiUon,  J. 

Dinudala,  Baron  R. 
DoQglaa,  A.  Aker»- 

Bimcan,  Coloael  JP. 
Duncan,  D, 
Dimcombe,  A. 
Dyke,  rt.  hen.  Sic  W. 
H. 

Edvardea-Mou,  T.  C. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  d«  T. 
Egerton,  hn.  A.  J.  F. 
E^ot,  hon.  A.  R.  D. 
Elliot,  hon.  H.  F.  H. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Ewing,  Sir  A.  O. 
Fairbaim,  Bir  A. 
FarqoharsoD,  H.  R. 
Farquharson,  Dr.  B. 
Feilden,  Lt-Gen.  B.  J. 
FergoBBOQ^.  hn.  Sir 
Field,  Captain  E. 
Finch,  G.  H. 
Fioch-Hatton,  hon.  3C. 

K  G. 
Finlayflon,  3. 
Fidier,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  R.  TJ.  P. 
Fletcher,  B. 
Flower,  0. 
Folkestone,  Tisconnt 
Forwood,  A.  B. 
Fowler,  Sir  B.  N. 
Fowler,  H.  H. 
Fraaer,  General  0.  C. 
Pnller,  G.  P. 
GaskeU,  0.  G.  Milnei. 
Gent-Davis,  B. 
Gill,  T.  P. 
Gladstone,  H.  J. 
Glyn,  hon.  P.  C. 
QtUdBtnid,  Sir  J. 
Chddsworthy,  Major- 

OeneralW.I. 
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Qont.  Bir  J.  E. 

Goschen,  rt.  hon.  G.  3. 
Gowep,  G.  G.  L. 
Grant,  Sir  G.  M. 
Grey.  Sir  E. 
Hamilton,  Lord  O.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  £. 
HamiltoD,  Lord  F.  S. 
Hamilton,  right  hon. 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hunilton,  OSL  0.  E. 
Hamilton,  3.  G.  0. 
Hamley.Gen.  SirE.B. 
Hankey,  P.  A. 
Hardcastle,  F. 
Barker,  "W. 
UariingtoD,  E. 
Hartington,  Kixq.  ol 
HastingB,  G.  W. 
Havelock  -  Allan,  Sir 

H.  M. 
Hayne,  C.  Seale- 
Heston,  J.  H. 
Heneage,  right  hon.  E. 
Henry,  ll. 
Herhert,  hon.  S. 
Hobhonse,  H. 
Holland,  rt.  hon.  Bir 

H.  T. 
Holmes,  rt.  hoa.  H. 
H^e,  right  hon.  A.  J. 

Hoaidavorth,  W.  H. 
Howard,  H.  0. 
Howard,  J.  M. 

Hoyle,  L 

Hughei-Hallett,  061. 

F.O. 
Hooter,  Sir  G. 
Hutton,  J.  P. 
Isaacs,  L.H. 
JackB,  W. 
Jackaon,  W.  L. 
James,  rt.  hon.  Sir  H. 
James,  hon:  W.  H. 
James,  C.  H. 
JenkiQB,  D.  J. 
Jennings,  L.  J. 
Johns,  J.  W. 
JohnBon-FergOMii,  J. 

E. 

Joicey,  J. 
Jones- Panr,  L. 
Kay-Shuttleworth.  Sir 

tJ.  J. 
Eenyon,  hon.  G.  T. 
Kimber,  H. 
Knatchbull  •Hngeasen, 

hon.  H.  T. 
Lacaita,  0.  C. 
Lane,  W.  J. 
Lawrence,  Sir  T. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Lethbridge,  Sir  B. 
Lewisham,  Yisoonnt 
Llewellyn,  E.  H. 
Lockwood,  F. 
Macdonald,  right  hon. 

J.  H.  A. 
Maclnnes,  M. 
Maclean,  F.  W. 
HwOean,  J.H. 
U'Arthor,  A. 


IC'CoUoch,  J. 
M'Donald,  F. 
M'lver.  L. 
U*La^,  P. 
Magnuo,  C. 
Mannera,  rt.  htm.  Lord 

J.  J.  B. 
Marriott,  rt.hn.  W.  T, 
Maskelyne,  M.  H.  N. 

Story- 
lCafl0D,S. 
Uenziei,  B.  8. 
Mildmay,  P.  B. 
Mills,  hon.  0.  W. 
Milvain,  T. 
Montagu,  8. 
More,  B.  J. 
Morgan,     hon.  G.  0. 
Mount,  W.  G. 
Muntz,  P.  A. 
Murdoch,  0.  T. 
Newnes,  G. 
Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P. 
Norris,  E.  S. 
Kortbcote,  hon.  H.  S. 
Norton,  R. 
O'Connor,  J. 
O'Shea,  W.  H. 
Paget,  T.  T. 
Paulton,  J.  M. 
Pearce,  W. 
Peaee,  A.  E. 
Pease,  H.  F. 
Polly,  Sir  L. 
Percy,  Lord  A.  M. 
Pilkington,  G.  A. 
Pitt-Lewis,  G. 
Playfair,  rt.  hon.  SirL. 
Plunket,  rt.  hon.  B.  B. 
Pomfret,  W.  P. 
Powell,  F.  8. 
Powell,  W.  B.  H. 
Price,  T.  P. 
Priestly,  B. 
Puleston,  J.  H. 
Quilter,  "W.  0. 
Bamsay,  J. 
BichardsoD,  T. 
Bobertaon,  H. 
Bobertson,  J.  P.  B. 
BobiDBon,  T. 
Roscoe,  Sir  H.  E. 
Ross,  A.  H. 
Bothschild,  Baron  F. 

J.de 
Bound,  J. 
BuBsell,  Sir  G. 
Russell,  C. 
RusBell,  E.  R. 
Rylands,  P. 
Sandys,  Lient.-Col.  T. 

M. 

Saunders,  W. 
Solater.Booth,rthn.G. 
Seely,  C. 
Heton-Karr,  H. 
Sheridan,  H.  B. 
Stirley,  W.  S. 
Sidebottom,  W. 
Sitwell,  Sir  G.  B. 
Smith,  rt.  hoa.  V.  H. 
Bmith,  D. 
Spenoff,  hon.  0.  B. 


Stafford,  IbnoeH  of 

Stanhope,  rt.  hen.  E. 
Stanley,  rt.  hn.  Col. 

Sir  F. 
Stevenson,  P.  8. 
StevensoQ,  J.  C. 
Stewart,  M. 
Strong,  R. 
Stui^,  H.  P. 
Sullivan,  D. 
Swinbnnte,  Bir  J. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
Taylor,  F. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Tipping,  W. 
Tottenham,  A.  L. 
Trevelyan,  rt.  hn.  G.O. 
Vanderbyl,  P. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  H.' 
Walrond,  Col.  W.  H. 
Walsh,  hon.  A.  H.  J. 
"Wardle,  H. 
Waring,  Colonel  T, 
Wannington,  C.  M. 


Wa8on,E. 

Watwm,  J. 
Watson.  T. 
Wayman,  T. 
Webster,  Sir  B.  K 
WeetUke,  J. 
Weston,  J.  D. 
White,  J.  B. 
Wiggin,  H. 
WiU,  J.  S. 
Witaon,0.  H. 
WOaon,  I. 
Winn,  hon.  B. 
Winterbotham,  A.  B. 
Wodebouse,  E.  B. 
Woodall,  W. 
Woodhead,  J. 
Wortlev,  C.  B.StiiaTt- 
Wroughton,  P. 
Young,  a  £.  B. 

TELLERS. 

Manoribanks,  hon.  E. 
Morley,  A. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  W.  (GUm.) 
Abraham,  W.  (Lime- 
rick, W.) 
Allison,  R.  A. 
Balfour,  Sir  G. 
Biggar,  J.  G. 
Blaise,  A. 
Blake,  T. 
Bradlaugh,  C. 
Bright,  W.  L. 
Bruce,  hoD.  B.  P. 
Buchanan,  T.  B. 
Burt,  T. 
Buxton,  E.  N. 
Cameron,  0. 
Cameron,  J .  M. 
Campbell,  H. 
Carew,  J.  L. 
Channing,  F.  A. 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Cobb,  H,  P. 
Cohen,  A. 
Coleridge,  hon.  B. 
Convbeare,  0.  A.  V. 
Cook,  E.  B. 
Corbett.  A.  C. 
Cox, J.  R. 
Craven,  J. 
Crawford,  W. 
Cremer,  W.  B. 
CriUy,  D. 
Dixon,  Or. 
Ellis,  J. 
EUis,  J.  E. 
Fenwicfc,  C. 
Fry,  T. 
Qourley,  E.  T. 
Haldane,  R.  B. 
Ilayden,  L.  P. 
Healy,  M. 
Healy,  T.  M. 
Hervey,  Lord  P. 
Holden,  A. 
Holden,  r. 


Howard,  E.  8. 
lUingworth,  A. 
Inee,  H.  B. 

Jacoby,  J.  A. 
Kelly,  B. 
Kenrick,  W. 
Lawson,  H.  L.  W. 
Luoester,  J. 
M'Carthy,  J. 
Mayne,  T. 
MoUoy,  B.  C. 
O'Brien,  P.  J. 
Otter,  P. 
Pickard,  B. 
Pickersgill,  E.  H. 
Picton,  J.  A. 
Power,  P.  J. 
Pyne,  J.  D. 
Eathbone,  W. 
Redmond,  W.  H.  K. 
Roberts,  J.  B. 
Robertson,  E. 
Bobeon,  W,  8. 
Boggrs,  J.  E.  T. 
Salis-Schwabe,  OoL  <3t. 
Sexton,  T. 
Shaw,  T. 
Spensley,  hon.  H. 
Spicer,  H. 
Storey,  8. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sturrock,  P. 
Yemey,  Captain  E.H. 
Williams,  A.  J, 
WiUiams,  J.  C. 
Wilson,  H.  J. 
Wilson,  J.  (Durham) 
Wolmer,  Viscount 
Teo,  A.  F, 

TELT.SB8. 

Hunter,  W.  A. 
Richard,  H. 


Main  QoMtion  put,  aad  lyrMf  to. 
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Setohed,  That  Bm  Msjesty  having'  dirMted 
»  Military  expedition  of  Her  force*  oharged 
npoD  Indian  revenues  to  be  despatched  against 
the  King  of  Ava,  tfaia  House  consents  that  the 
reranues  of  India  shall  he  applied  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Military  opentions  which  may 
be  Gsiried  on  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of 
Uer  Majesty's  Indian  possessions, 

0£DJSS  OF  THE  DAT, 


SUPPLT.-REPORT. 

BesoIutioDB  [ISth  February]  r«porttd. 

Besolntions  1  to  12  agrui  io. 

Beeolution  13.  £159,  Salaried  and 
ExpeDses  of  the  General  Valuation  and 
Boundary  Surrey  of  Ireland. 

Hr.  MAT7EI0E  HEALT :  Sir,  I  liM 
to  call  attention  to  a  matter  connected 
vith  this  Kesolntion,  which  is  of  much 
oonaequenoe  to  the  Party  to  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  belong.  This  Vote 
is  for  the  payment  to  be  made  to  the 
officers  of  the  Ordnance  Surrey  in  Ire- 
land in  connection  with  the  service  of 
re-arranging  the  polling  districts  in  Ire- 
land under  the  recent  Acts  forthe  regis- 
tration of  TOters  and  redistribution  of 
seats  in  Ireland.  I  hare  respectfully  to 
protest  agcunst  the  manner  in  which 
these  officers  have  discharged  the  duties 
assigned  to  them.  I  think  this  House, 
which  deroted  its  time  and  labours  to 
this  important  work,  did  not  intend  that 
the  Irish  rotera  should  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  hostile,  or,  at  any  rate,  unsym- 
pathetic  oflScials  in  that  country,  who 
attach  to  the  franchise  suoh  conditions 
as,  under  its  exercise,  are  either  difficult 
or  inconvenient.  I  think,  Hir,  I  shall 
sacceed  in  showing  you  that  that  is  the 
course  which  the  officials  have  taken  in 
this  matter.  I  may,  perhaps,  briefly 
mention  the  Acts  under  which  these 
charges  are  incurred.  The  services  for 
which  this  charge  is  made  were  per- 
formed in  connection  with  the  Begistra- 
tion  of  Voters  Act  passed  for  Ireland 
in  the  last  Session  of  Farliament.  It 
became  necessary,  having  regard  to  the 
change  in  the  franchise  law  mode  by  the 
Bepresentation  of  the  People  Act,  to  re- 
arrange the  polling  districts  in  Ireland 
so  as  to  place  the  power  of  voting  within 
easy  Teach  of  the  humblest  voter  who 
BQcceeded  in  getting  on  the  Begister; 
and  what  I  charge  is  that  the  officials  to 
whom  that  duty  was  confided,  instead  of 
discharging  it  in  sooh  a  maimer  as  to 
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render  the  exercise  of  the  franohise  an 
easy  thing,  devoted  their  attentioUi  so 
far  as  it  lay  in  their  power,  to  make  the 
exercise  of  the  franchise  by  voters  of 
the  under  classes  in  Ireland  as  difficult 
and  inconvenient  as  possible.  Now,  Bir, 
I  have  made  inquiries  of  many  Mem- 
bers of  the  Irish  Party  as  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  voters  in  their  dis- 
triots  were  compelled  to  exercise  the 
franchise ;  and  I  think  the  House  will  be 
surprised  at  some  of  the  figures  which  I 
will  now  lay  before  them.  I  have  learned 
from  my  hon.  Friends  that  in  some  cases 
voters  had  to  travel  a  distance  of  eight 
or  nine  miles  to  exercise  the  franchise ; 
I  have  learned  that  in  some  cases  it  was 
necessary  for  voters  to  travel  as  much  as 
14  miles  for  that  purpose,  and  one  ex- 
treme case  has  been  brought  under  my 
notice  in  which  the  voters  of  one  division 
of  Donegal  had  to  travel  no  less  than  20 
miles ;  and  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  this  repre- 
sents not  merely  a  journey  of  20  but 
40  miles,  for,  having  had  to  travel  20 
miles  from  their  home,  they  had  after- 
wards to  go  20  miles  to  get  back,  a  process 
which  involved  the  necessity  of  a  journey 
the  day  before  the  poll.  The  House  is 
aware  that  the  elections  in  Ireland  took 
place  in  the  month  of  November.  It 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers that  the  weather  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  during  which  the  Gene- 
ral Election  was  going  forward  was  of  a 
very  inclement  character ;  and  I  ask  the 
House  to  consider  the  hardship  inrolved 
in  compelling  voters,  many  of  whom 
were  old  and  decrepid,  to  travel  this 
enormous  distance  before  they  oould 
exercise  the  franchise  which  this  House 
had  given  them.  I  say,  respectfully, 
that  the  facts  which  I  hare  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  are  facts 
which  are  eminently  deserving  of  its 
attention.  I  say  that  it  is  not  for  this 
House  to  stand  by  and  see  the  enact- 
ments which  Parliament  has,  after  great 
labour  and  trouble,  passed,  rendered 
practically  nugatory  by  officials  who — I 
will  not  say  designedly,  but  through 
'  carelessness— place  these  obstacles  and 
{ embarrassments  in  the  path  of  voters 
\  who  desire  to  exercise  the  franohise.  Sir, 
I  have  to  complain,  in  this  connection, 
of  two  things— first,  of  the  state  of  the 
lawitself;  and, in  tiie  second  place,  I  have 
to  complain  of  the  mode  in  which  that 
law  is  administered.  The  Begistration 
Act,  under  which  the  polling  ^stricts  ia 
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Ireland  are  arranged,  does  not  itself 
enter  on  any  speciGc  enactment  on  the 
sutrject  of  polling' districts.  Instead  of 
laying  down  roles  which  were  to  rega- 
late  the  poning  districts  in  Ireland,  it 
procaeded  sim^y  to  revive  certain  en- 
actments contained  in  the  Ballot  Act — 
namely,  the  Act  passed  in  the  year  1873 
—and  those  provisions  incorporated  in  it 
from  the  Ballot  Act  placed  the  task  of 
Te-arrangiog  the  polling  districts  in  Ire- 
land in  uie  hands  of  the  county  magis- 
trates. I  say  that  if  this  Hoose  were 
deliberately  to  set  itself  to  seek  for  a 
tribunal  more  than  aay  other  unsatis- 
factory for  the  performance  of  this  duty, 
they  could  not  have  better  succeeded 
than  in  selecting  the  tribunal  which  I 
have  mentioned.  To-day,  I  need  hardly 
tell  the  House  that  the  magistrates  of 
Ireland  are  not  merely  not  in  sympathy 
with  the  people,  but  are,  in  this  very 
matter  of  the  franchise,  in  direct  enmity 
and  conflict  with  them.  I  ask,  Sir, 
what  would  be  thought  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  in  Bnglaud  which  vested  the 
duty  of  arranging  the  machinery  of  the 
franchise  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the 
political  Parties  ?  I  ask  what  would  be 
thought  ia  this  country  if  the  power  of 
fixing  the  polling  distncts,  or  the  power 
nf  arranging  any  other  machinery  con- 
nected with  the  franchise,  were  vested 
solely  in  the  hande  of  the  Liberal  Party 
or  in  those  of  the  Conservative  Party  ? 
And  let  me  tell  the  House  that  such  a 
condition  of  things  by  no  means  repre- 
sents the  state  of  things  in  Ireland  that 
is  created  when  a  task  of  this  kind  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Magisterial 
Bench,  for  I  need,  hardly  say  that  the 
degree  of  strife  between  English  political 
Parties  by  no  means  represents  the  cor- 
responding relations  between  the  tenant 
and  landlord  classes  in  Ireland;  and  for 
the  pnrpoRes  of  this  Election  it  was, 
practically  a  contest  between  landlords 
on  the  one  side  and  tenants  on  the  other. 
Yet  in  this,  as  in  other  matters  in  Ire- 
land, the  unfortunate  tenant  farmers 
found  that  the  tribunal  selected  to  sit 
upon  and  arrange  their  electoral  rights 
consisted  of  luidlords  who  were  hostile 
to  them  from  a  political  and  religious,  as 
well  as  a  social,  point  of  view.  But  I 
complain  not  merely  of  the  eaactments 
which  were  so  introduced — I  complain 
not  merely  that  that  tribunal  was 
selected  for  this  purpose ;  but  I  also  , 
complain  that  in  re-enaoting  the  provi- 
mons  of  the  Ballot  Act  1^  House,  for  ' 

Mr,  MauriM  Meafy 


some  reasons  which  it  is  difficult  to 
understand,  left  out  certain  provisions 
which  were  in  the  former  Act,  and 
which  would  have  provided  a  remedy 
for  this  very  evil.  Let  me  remind  the 
House  that  the  original  enactments 
regulating  this  matter  provided  for  the 
power  of  appeal  from  the  magistrates 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in 
Council.  Well,  when  the  He^stration 
Act  was  passed  no  such  provision  was 
contained  in  it.  The  original  enactment 
in  the  Ballot  Act  provided  not  that 
there  should  be  one  final  fizipg  of  ike 
polling  arrangementSt  but  that  if  it 
should  afterwards  turn  out  that  those 
arrangements  were  imperfect  and  un- 
satisfactory, it  should  be  in  the  power  of 
the  Bench  of  Magistrates,  from  time  to 
time,  to  review,  alter,  amend,  and  im- 
prove the  arrangements  they  had  origi- 
nally made,  so  as  to  remove  any 
grievance  which  might  be  found  to 
come  up  in  the  working  of  the  scheme 
formulated.  I  have  said  that,  for  some 
reason  which  it  is  difficult  to  understand, 
the  enactment  under  which  the  present 
arrangements  were  made  omitted  these 
powers,  and  so  prevented  any  change 
in  the  present  imperfect  conditions  of 
taking  the  poll  in  Ireland  until  this 
House  again  interferes  by  enactment. 
There  is  uiother  matter  to  which  I 
should  like  to  refer.  The  I£^stration 
Act  under  which  this  mone^  was  spent 
makes  no  provision  fpr  any  interference 
by  the  Ordnance  Surveyors  who  take 
this  money  and  perform  these  duties — 
it  makes  no  provision  for  any  functions 
whatsoever  on  the  part  of  the  Ordnance 
Surveyors  in  Ireland.  The Begistration 
Act  places  in  the  hands  of  the  magis- 
trates this  power  of  fixing  the  limits  of 
the  polling  districts,  and  there  is  no 
mention  of  any  plans  to  be  prepared  by 
the  Ordnance  Survey.  And  what  did 
the  Government  do?  The  Ordnance 
Office  drew  up  these  schemes  and  sent 
them  down  out  and  dried  to  the  magis- 
trates, who  were  only  too  anxious  to 
have  them,  and  who,  in  the  twink- 
ling of  an  eye,  passed  them  withont 
the  smallest  attempt  at  examination. 
In  fact,  the  only  place  in  which,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  local  Bench  sought  to 
improve  or  amend  this  scheme  was  the 
North  of  Ireland,  where,  of  course,  the 
magistrates  were  anxious  that  the  ut- 
most facilities  should  be  given  to  voters 
to  pursue  their  political  persuasion  or 
pfditioal  views ;  and  the  result  was  that 
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while  In  the  North  of  Ireland  this 
scheme  may,  to  a  large  extent,  hare 
improred  and  altered  so  aa  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  case,  in  the  South  it 
was  eoampsd  without,  as  I  have  said, 
the  least  attempt  at  impronng  or 
amending  it.  Of  course,  I  am  aware 
that  the  present  Administration  a»  not 
responsible  for  the  preparation  of  this 
scheme.   I  am  aware  that  it  was  pre- 

J>ared  during  the  period  of  Office  of  the 
ate  Government  {  but  T  respectfully 
submit  to  this  House  that  it  devolves 
upon  Parliament  to  see  that  the  large 
and  beneficent  enactment  which  created 
such  an  extraordinary  change  in  the 
political  circumstances  of  Ireland  should 
not  be  rendered,  to  a  large  extent,  nuga- 
tory and  inoperative  by  the  works  of 
unsympathetic  officials,  who,  of  course, 
have  no  desire  that  the  franchise  should 
be  placed  within  easy  reach  of  the 
people.  I  most  respectfully  ask  some 
undertaking  that  whenever  the  Govern- 
ment  take  in  hand  the  work  of  improv- 
ing l&e  oonditiott  of  the  Begistration 
Laws  that  ^is  important  matter  will 
meet  with  th^  attention.  I  would 
re8pect(\illy  ask  that  tiiey  should  take 
this  matter  into  their  consideration,  and 
put  an  end  to  what  I  think  I  may,  with- 
out exaggeration,  describe  as  the  great 
public  scandal  involved  in  the  condition 
of  things  which  makes  it  necessary  for 
a  man  to  travel,  as  in  one  case,  50  miles 
for  the  purpose  of  exercising  the  im- 
portant political  vote  conferred  on  him 
by  the  Franchise  Act. 

The  secretary  fob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Treteltan)  :  The  question  which 
the  hon.  end  learned  Gentleman  has 
raised,  with  considerable  clearness, 
is  one  worthy  of  being  brought  for- 
irard  at  a  more  timely  hour  of  the 
evening,  and,  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Kember  will  allow  me  to  say  so,  in 
some  respects  on  a  text  which  is  more 
strictly  appropriate.  This  Vote  is  for 
the  purpose  of  increased  field  work 
which  was  done  by  the  subordinate 
officers  of  the  Valuation  and  Boundary 
Survey  in  Ireland  in  surveying  the  poll- 
ing districts.  In  view  of  the  extreme 
difficulty,  in  the  present  state  of  Farlia- 
xaent,  of  calling  attention  to  any  subject, 
however  important,  I  am  sure  I  am  not 
inclined  to  quarrel  with  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  bringing  forward  a  question  on 
any  opportunity  which  may  present 
itsfflf,  no  matter  how  slight  the  oonneo- 
tion  it  may  have  with  the  matter  hefore 
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the  House.  But  this  is  a  question  of 
paying  money  to  suhordiuates  forcazxy- 
ing  out  operations  in  the  direction  of 
which  they  have  no  control  whatever. 
It  is  for  purely  professional  and  cadastral 
work  ox  the  valuation  and  Boundary 
Survey.  Though  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  is  in  Order  in  raising  the  very 
great  and  important  question  that  he 
has  raised,  I  am  BtiU  inclined  to  think 
that  he  would  not  be  justified  in  putting 
any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  our  obtain- 
ing the  Report  of  this  Vote.  With  re- 
card  to  the  main  question  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  has  brought 
before  the  House,  I  can  assure  him  that 
he  meets  with  very  great  sympathy  in 
other  quarters  of  the  House  tlfian  that 
on  which  he  sits.  Many  of  us  are  not 
at  all  satisfied  with  the  manner  of 
appointing  polling  places  in  England.  I 
will  not  give  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
at  this  moment,  and  after  what  I  have  said, 
my  reasons  for  objecting  to  the  present 
system  of  appointing  poliLngplaces  rather 
in  England  or  Ireumd.  1  think  it  ex- 
tremely defective,  and  not  in  any  sense 
in  the  right  hands ;  but,  having  said  that, 
I  will  ask  the  hon.  and  learnt  Member 
not  to  press  his  opposition  to  the  Re- 
port OD  the  present  occasion.  The  work 
for  which  this  money  has  been  voted  has 
been  done.  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  well  done  by  the  men 
whose  services  are  in  question  at  this 
moment ;  and  to  reject  this  Report 
would,  I  think,  in  no  way  further  the 
cause  wMoh  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman has  urged.  It  would  be  doing 
serious  injustice  to  public  servants,  or 
to  the  men  who  have  been  engaged  in 
this  duty ;  and  I,  tiierefore,  eeimestly 
trust  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
will  be  satisfied  with  l^e  protest  tiiat 
he  has  made.  When  the  registration 
comes  again  before  the  House,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  he  will  find  that  there 
are  a  great  many  of  bis  Colleagues  and 
a  great  many  other  Members  in  this 
House  extremely  anxious  to  act  in  the 
direction  in  which  be  desires  to  go.  I 
think  I  may  say  he  will  find  amongst 
those  most  anxious  to  have  this  matter 
examined  and  set  right  not  a  few  sitting 
on  this  Bench. 

Resolution  egr^id  to. 

Reeolutiona  14  to  16  ngrwd  to. 

Beeolutioa  17.  £7,400,  ConBtahvlary 
Force  in  Lrdaud. 
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lb.  T.  H.  HEALT:  In  reg&rd  to 
ihis  Yote  there  is  an  item  I  intended 
to  Tftiae  a  question  upon  the  otiier  night, 
bat  was  not  able  to  do  ao  in  consequence 
of  the  prolonged  disousnoa  which  took 
place  npon  another  matter.  I  refer  to 
the  item  for  car  hire  and  extra  services, 
occasioned  by  the  risit  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  Ireland,  and  the  events  which 
oocnrred  at  Mallow  when  His  Koyal 
Highness  passed  throagh  that  place — I 
refer  to  the  encounter  between  Inspector 
Oarr  and  a  Member  of  this  Iloase.  The 
then  hon.  Member  for  Mallow,  now  the 
hon.  Member  for  Tjrone  (Mr.  "W. 
O'Brien) ;  the  then  hon.  Member  for 
"Westmeath,  now  Member  for  Dublin 
(Mr.  T.  Harrington),  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Cork  (Mr.  Flynn), 
were  present  on  this  occasion.  Well,  I 
wish  to  remind  the  House  of  what  oc- 
curred. An  action  was  brought  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  at  that  time  Member 
for  Westmeath,  against  Inspector  Carr 
for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  jury  disagreed ;  but  the 
Government  did  not  pay  the  Inspector's 
costs.  Howerer,  within  two  or  three 
months  this  gentleman  —  District  In- 
spector, Oounty  Inspector,  or  whatever 
he  may  hare  been — was  transferred,  by 
way  of  compensation,  to  a  more  lucra* 
tire  post — that  is  to  say,  he  was  put  in 
charge  of  tiie  police  in  Belfast,  and  in 
possession  of  a  salary  larger  than  he  had 
previously  received  b^about£200  a-year. 
Now,  if  anyone  asks  in  this  House  whe- 
ther Inspector  Oair's  costs  were  paid  on 
that  occasion  by  the  Government,  the 
Government  will  indignantly  reply  that 
eoch  was  not  the  case.  But  what  did 
they  do  ? — and  this  is  the  lesson  the 
Irish  people  hare  to  draw.  They  re- 
peated their  action  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd,  who,  after  being  snubbed 
by  the  Earl  of  Carnarron,  was  sent  out 
to  the  Mauritius  or  the  Bahamas,  where 
his  salary  was  doubled.  In  the  case  of 
Inspector  Carr,  as  I  hare  said,  he  was 
instantly  transferred  to  Belfast,  where 
he  received  a  salary  of  £200  more  than 
he  had  been  previously  receiving.  That 
is  the  way  the  Government,  instead  of 
leaving  the  law  to  do  justice  between 
man  and  man,  deals  with  its  police 
officials.  They  will  not  pay  a  man's 
costs,  but  give  him  a  salary  of  £200 
a-year  more.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Go- 
vernment whether  they  can  give  any  in- 
formation as  to  why  Inspector  Carr  was 
promoted  to  Belfast?  Was  it  done  by 


I  the  late  OoremmeDtf  I  beliere  it  was. 
:  We  have  to-night  the  advantage  d  tiiie 
'  preeence  of  the  right  hon.  C^tieman 
the  late  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  'V^am  Hart  Dyke);  and  we 
shall,  I  hope,  have  some  explanation 
from  him  of  ^is  promotion  by  bludgeon 
work. 

The  8ECEETAET  op  STATE  mr 
WAE  (Mr.  CAMpBBLL-BAimBRius) :  I 
hare  some  acquaintance  with  the  circam- 
stances  which  led  to  the  action  to  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentieman  has  re- 
ferred. I  am  oognizant  of  what  took 
place  at  Mallow ;  hot  I  am  not  aware 
of  what  8ub8ec|uentiy  transpired ;  there- 
fore X  am  not  in  a  position  to  affi>rd  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  the  informa- 
tion he  seeks. 

Sm  WILLUU  HART  DTKE :  This 
isa  case  in  which  the  head  of  the  Folim 
Force  in  Ireland  is  responsible  for  the 
action  taken.  What  was  done  in  regard 
to  the  transference  of  Inspector  Gsit 
was  done  under  his  direction.  I  say 
frankly  that  I  am  not  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  special  case  of  the 
removal  of  a  Police  Inspector  from  one 
place  to  another.  Should  it  be  the  plea- 
sure of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  to 
put  a  Question  to  me  on  this  subject  on 
some  future  day,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
answer  it  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Besolution  ^reed  to. 

LAKDBEaiSTKT  BILL  [£onf«].— [BnxM.] 
{Mr.  H.  S.  TowUr.) 
SECOND  BBADHTO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

The  SEORETAItT  to  tke  TEEA- 
8XJRY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb)  i  Perhaps 
the  House  will  allow  me  to  explain,  in 
a  sentence  or  two,  why  this  Bill  has 
been  brought  in,  and  why  it  is  neces- 
sary to  pass  it  without  delay.  The  House 
is  aware— or  those  Members  who  wm© 
in  the  last  Parliament  will  be  aware— 
that  during  the  past  four  or  five  ye»^ 
there  have  been  discussions  in  tbifl 
House  with  reference  to  the  cost  of 
workingthe  Land  Begistry  Act  in  Eng- 
land. Tear  after  year  Members  have 
expressed  the  strongest  disapprobation 
of  the  large  amount  of  expenditure  Ihe 
working  of  the  Registry  has  entailw* 
althou^  they  have  not  been  able  to 
protest  successfully  against  the  position 
of  aflfairs.  Last  summer,  when  the  Es- 
timates were  being  passed  through 
Home,  the  question  waa  raised  agaioi 
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■trong  objeotion  being  tsken  to  the  oosts 
of  the  OfBee.  I  may  tell  the  Houee  that 
at  that  time  there  were  in  the  Office  a 
B^istrar  receiving  a  salary  oi  £3,fi00, 
and  an  Aeaistant  Registrar  receiving 
£  1 ,600f  and  various  subordinate  officials, 
tiie  total  coat  being  nearly  £6,000. 
It  was  explained  to  the  Committee  by 
the  tiien  Secretary  to  the  Treaeury  ^8ir 
Henry  Holland)  tiiat  it  was  a  very  diffl- 
oult  thing  to  deal  irith  an  official  who 
had  been  taken  ont  of  the  practice  of  his 
ProfeBsion,  and  who  had  filled  the  Office 
of  Registrar  for  the  long  period  that 
Mr.  Follett  had  filled.  A  pledge  was 
given  by  the  then  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, which  was  supported  by  the  then 
Home  Secretary,  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
Office  of  Eegistrar  becoming  vacant,  the 
Government  would  not  ilU  it  up  without 
affording  the  House  a  previous  oppor* 
tanity  of  expressing  an  opinion  as  to  the 
desirability  of  continuing  the  expendi- 
ture. I  was  then  sitting  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House.  We  accepted  that 
^edge ;  and  when  a  vaoanpy  occurred 
I  beUere  the  ligbt  hon.  Gentleman,  then 
the  Ohanoellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 

S resent  Leader  of  the  Opposition  (Sir 
[iobael  Hicks-Beacb),  stated,  in  reply 
to  an  inquiry  addressed  to  him,  that  the 
.Government  would  not  fill  up  the 
vacancy.  But  while  the  pledge  was 
being  thus  honourably  fulfilled  a  legal 
difficulty  aroee  with  reference  to  carry- 
ing on  the  business  of  the  Office.  The 
then  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord  Halsbury) 
found  it  absolutely  necessary  that  some- 
one should  be  authorized  by  Parliament 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  Begistrar. 
He  then  introduced  the  Bill  I  am  now 
asking  the  House  to  read  a  second  time 
in  the  House  of  Oommons,  by  which  it 
was  provided  that  the  Lcnrd  Ohanoellor 
^ould  empower  the  Assistant  Begistrar 
during  tbe  Tacanoy  in  the  Office  to  per- 
form all  the  acts,  and  discharge  all  the 
duties,  of  the  Begistrar.  That  Bill  was 
passed  rapidly  through  all  its  stages  in 
the  other  House,  and  then  the  change 
in  the  GoTemment  occurred.  The  pre- 
sent Lord  Chancellor  has  taken  the  mat- 
ter up,  and  has  communicated  with  me 
in  regard  to  it.  I  will  read  to  the  House 
what  be  says.   He  says — 

"  Matters  are  at  a  dead-lock,  and  it  is  of  aliBO- 
lute  importance  that  this  Bill  Bhoald  bo  passed 
vithoat  deUy." 

The  House  will  see  there  are  certain 
duties — duties  of  an  almost  perfbnotory 
oharaoter,  or,  at  all  events,  of  a  Minis- 


terial character— the  rery  essence  of 
which,  are  the  signature  or  asthorization 
of  the  Begistrar  for  the  time  being ;  and 
what  the  Government  propose  is  that  tha 
AssistantBegistrarshould  be  empowered, 
without  increased  remuneration,  to  dis- 
charge those  duties  until  tbe  House  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  considering  what 
shall  be  the  futoreoonstitntion  and  expen- 
diture of  the  Office.  Ihaveapaperb«ore 
me  which  I  will  not  trouble  uie  House 
with  ;  but  I  can  assure  the  House,  from 
its  contents,  that  there  are  a  great  many 
matters  of  great  concern  which  are  now 
at  a  standstill,  and  which,  if  they  are  not 
dealt  with  in  some  such  way  as  that  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill,  will  lead  to  a  great 
deal  of  public  as  well  as  private  incon- 
venience. The  longer  the  passing  of  this 
Bill  is  delayed  the  greater  will  be  the 
inconvenience.  I  hope  the  House  will 
give  the  measure  a  second  reading.  I 
now  beg  to  move  the  seoojid  reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (Jfr.  ff.  a.FewUr.) 

Sib  HENBT  HOLLAND :  As  the 
hon.  Gentieman  has  referred  to  me,  I 
may,  perhaps,  say  that  I  heartily  join  in 
what  be  has  said  as  to  the  importance  of 
agreeing  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  After  the  pledge  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  referred  to  was  given  by  me 
to  the  Committee,  we,  of  course,  set  to 
work  at  the  Treasury  to  deal  with  the 
matter.  Sir  Henry  Thring,  Mr.  Mowatt 
and  I  had  a  meeting  at  the  Land  Begistry 
Office,  and  made  an  inquiry  into  the 
work  of  the  Department.  We  went 
through  the  books,  and  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  we  thought  that  a  consider- 
able saving  might  be  effected.  I  desire 
here  to  say  that  Mr.  Follett  did  all  the 
work  he  was  required  to  do  by  the  Act ; 
but  now  that  a  vacancy  has  occurred  the 
pledge  which  I  gave  that  the  Office 
should  not  be  filled  up  has  been  ful- 
filled. It  is  necessary  that  some  of  the 
work  Mr.  Follett  used  to  do  should  be 
performed  at  once — work  such  as  the 
signing  of  certain  securities,  which  can 
only  be  done  by  the  Chief  Begistrar. 
Oases  have  been  brought  under  my  no- 
!  tice  in  which  business  has  been  entirely 
suspended  owing  to  there  being  no  one 
to  sign  these  securities.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances I  trust  the  House  will  not 
object  to  the  second  reading  of  ^e  Bill. 

Mb.  INGE:  I  am  sorry  to  appear 
here  to  say  that  I  cannot  concur  u  the 
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Tiew  taken  l^my  hon.  Friend  on  this  side 
of  the  House  (&tr.  H.  H.  Fovler),  and  by 
mynght  hon.  Friend  on  the  other  side 
(^r  Henry  Holland).    I  fail  to  see  that 
because  it  is  necessary  that  a  particular 
Office  should  be  carried  on  that,  there- 
fore, public  faith,  with  a  public  servant 
fllutnld  be  broken — and  that  is  what  the 
Goremment  are  proposing  in  pressing 
on  this  BiU.  The  fate  Gk>Temmatt  stood 
in  no  sufth  posiUon.  They  aoted  honour* 
atdy  with  their  swrants,  beoanse  the 
position  of  matters  was   then  this. 
When  the  Marquess  of  Salisbn^ry  was  in 
Office  the  position  was  ihis.   The  late 
Lord  Ohanoellor  had  prepared  (ready  for 
bringing  in)  a  BiU  for  the  estabUehment 
of  a  new  system  of  Laud  Transfer  and 
Begistry — I  am  repeating  a  public  state- 
ment publicly  made.  From  that  it  would 
appear  that  that  Bill  was  ready  to  be 
brought  forward  in  the  House  of  Lords 
almost  immediately ;  and  pending  the 
bringing  forward  of  that  matter,  which 
was  a  matter  almost  of  days,  no  one  com- 
plained— I  am  quite  sure  the  Assistant 
Begistrar  of  the  Land  Begistry  Office 
would  not  complain  —  of  the  Assistant 
Be^strar  being  required  to  perform  the 
duties  of  Chief  B^strar  on  the  same 
footing  as  he  was  carrying  on  his  own 
duties.    But  what  does  the  present  Go- 
Ternment  propose  to  do  ?   They  propose 
to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor to  require  the  Assistant  Begistrar 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  Registrar's 
Office,  in  addition  to  what  he  undertook 
to  do  when  he  was  appointed,  for  the 
same  amount  paid  him  when  he  origi- 
nally accepted  his  Office,  and  to  go  on 
doing  for  an  indefinite  time  all  the  duties 
for  whioh  the  late  Mr.  Follett  was  paid 
the  sum  of  £2,500  a-year.    The  hon. 
Gentleman's   statement,   I  maintain, 
prores  a  great  deal  too  much.    My  hon. 
friend,  I  suppose,  like  myself  knew 
Mr,  Follett  vny  well.   Does  he  mean  to 
us  that  Mr.  Follett  was  a  man  who 
would  have  taken  £2,500  a-year  for 
doing  nothing  ?  I  Laughter.']  Hon.  Gen- 
tlemen laugh,    i  find  I  am  iu  a  hot-bed 
of  economy  here.    Does  the  House  know 
what  Mr.  Follett  did,  and  what  the 
Offioe  has  been  doing?    The  Office 
has  been  in  ezistenoe  25  years,  and 
during  that  period  has  registered  over 
S,000  titles.    [Lmghim-.']   I  am  afraid, 
from  the  laughter  of  hon.  GentJemen, 
that  they  do  not  know  what  this  implies. 
If  mFhon.  Fidends  «rouivl  me  were  hon. 
and  learned  also,  th^  would  kiuDW  that  : 

Mr.  Jnce 


:  it  implies  a  great  deal  of  labonr,  and  the 
exercise  of  a  great  deal  of  conveyancing 
skill,  and  that  the  man  who  earns 
£1,500  a-year  in  this  way  would  be  able 
to  earn  a  great  deal  more  at  the  Bar  if 
engaged  in  a  similar  vocation.   But  this 
is  not  all.   These  3,000  titles  are  irre- 
spective of  a  very  large  number  of  titles 
— pMsibly  many  more  than  that — whidi 
have  been  looked  into,  and  which  have 
not  been  passed  on  account  of  ixT^;ulari- 
ttes  of  title.   All  this  work  has  to  be 
most  carefully  performed.  I  have  tested 
the  matter  in  another  way,  which  wUl, 
perhaps,  come  home  more  to  the  minds 
of  my  hon.  and  economical  Friends. 
The  value  of  tlLO  estates  of  which 
the  titles  have  been  registered  is  be- 
tween £6,000,000  and  £7,000,000.  And 
that  is  not  all.    In  addition  to  that 
there  have  been  between  £7,000,000 
and  £8,000,000  of  mortgage  debentures 
dealt  with  in  that  Office.   All  this  has 
involved  an  immense  deal  of  inquiry 
into  titles,  and  an  immense  deal  of  work. 
When  the  hon.  Gentleman  speaks  of  the 
staff  of  the  Office— I  think  he  spoke  of 
the  various  supernumerary  officials  in 
the  Begistration  Office — I  would  inform 
him  that  these  officials  are  two  clerks 
and  a  law  stationer;  so  that,  in  fact, 
the  whole  of  the  real  bueinees  of  this 
Offioe  devolves  upon  the  Begistrar  and 
Assistant  Begistrar.    The  Assistant  Re- 
gistrar took  his  offioe  24  years  ago,  and 
the  salary  he  was  paid  then  and  has 
been  paid  since  has  been  £1,500  a-year. 
He  was  when  appointed — and  here  I 
mention  a  matter  whioh  must  be  within 
the  knowledge  of  many  hon.  and  learned 
Members  here,  as  it  owtainly  is  within 
my  own— a  gentleman  of  large  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  oonveyandng. 
He  has  been  the  working  spirit  of  the 
Offioe,  has  drafted  all  the  rulea ;  and,  in 
faot,  the  Office  has  mainly  rested  on  his 
shoulders— of  course,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Follett.   I  say  that  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  samificed  bis  career  to 
enter  into  an  Office  of  that  kind  should 
be  dealt  with  fairly ;  good  faith  should 
be  kept  with  him ;  and  if  he  should  be 
asked  to  carry  on  more  onerous  duties — 
for  the  ultimate  responsibility  rested  on 
Mr.  Follett  —I  maintain  it  is  neither 
just  nor  fair  that  he  should  be  asked  to 
carry  them  on  for  an  indefinite  time  at 
a  remuneration  that  was  fixed  when  he 
waa  in  the  po8iti<m  of  a  subordinate^  I 
atn,  not  going  to  vaggealbt  though  thie 
idea  may  hare  oxoHBed  hon.  Mraiben' 
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mindfl,  that  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  bis 
hire;  bat  I  must  say  that  if  yon  agree 
to  pay  one  salary  for  one  olase  of  work, 
and  yoa  pat  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
man  who  receives  it  another  aad  more 
onerooa  class  of  work,  the  fact  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  relation 
to  salary.  Hy  hon.  Friend|  I  am  sure, 
does  not  want  to  do  an  injustice.  As  I 
am  anxiona  to  giro  bim  an  opportunity 
of  avoiding  that,  and  to  enable  him  to 
farther  consider  the  matter  I  will  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Ma.  BAaGALLAT:  I  beg  to  second 
the  Kotion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 

—{Mr.  Incs.) 

Mh.  AMBROSE  :  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Islington 
(Mr.  Ince),  because  I  concur  in  the  view 
he  has  expressed  of  this  matter.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  sincere  and  earnest 
desire  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Hampstead  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  to  cut  down  expenses  wherever 
it  can  be  done  

Mb.  speaker  :  I  would  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  Question 
before  the  House  is  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  and  that  he  cannot  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  Main  Ques- 
tion. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Charles  Rttssell)  :  On  the  Question  of 
the  a^oumment  I  wish  to  say  that  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
siuy  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  has  put  before 
the  House  the  reasons  why  this  matter 
is  n^ent.  It  comes  before  the  House 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  late  Lord 
Ohancellor,  backed  up  by  the  further 
ncommendatton  of  the  present  Lord 
CSianoellor ;  and  while  I  do  not  want  to 
debate  the  Main  Question  I  may  be  for- 
given for  ;pointing  out  that  my  hon,  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Islington 
(Mr.  Ince)  has  not  discussed  this  matter 
on  its  merits.  He  has  moved  the  ad- 
jonmment,  but  has  suggested  no  reason 
why  the  merits  of  the  measure  have  not 
been  already  sufficiently  discussed.  He 
has  declared  his  objection  to  the  Bill 
with  perfect  candour— namely,  against 
making  the  gentleman  who  has  hitherto 
been  the  Assistant  Registrar  responsible 
for  the  whole  of  the  work  of  the  Office 
without  an  adequate  increase  of  remu- 


neration. I  submit  that  the  question  is 
one  the  House  is  fully  capable  of  deal- 
ing with  at  once.  It  has  all  the  facta 
before  it  to  enable  it  to  deal  with  the 
subject,  and  I  do  not  think  the  debate 
should  be  adjourned. 

Mb.  T,  H.  BOLTON :  I  hope  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Isungtou 
(Mr.  Ince)  ia  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
promote  economy  in  this  matter.  He 
proposes  that  the  Assistant  Registrar, 
whoso  duties  are  of  such  a  slight  cha- 
racter  

Mb.  speaker  :  I  am  sorry  to  inter- 
rupt the  hon.  Member ;  but  I  would  re- 
mind him  that  the  debate  must'  now  be 
confined  to  the  Question  of  a^oum- 
ment. 

The  under  secretary  ofSTATB 
FOB  THK  COLONIES  (Mr.  Osbobhb 
Moboak)  :  This  is  really  a  very  urgent 
matter,  because  unless  some  Bill  of  this 
kind  is  passed  it  is  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther there  is  anyone  to  pass  these  titles, 
which  may  consequently  become  in- 
valid. 

Question  put,  and  ntgatived. 

Ori^^nal  Question  again  proposed, 

Mb.  AMBROSE :  I  do  not  know  that 
I  should  have  risen  to  support  this  Bill 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  that  it  was  intended  to  transfer 
the  duties  of  the  Registrar  to  the  Assist- 
ant Registrar,  without  making  any  sort 
of  addition  to  his  salary.  I  do  not  mean 
to  contend  that  it  is  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed to  appoint  a  Registrar  at  the  salary 
paid  to  the  late  Registrar.  That  is  not  the 
view  that  I  am  prepared  to  submit  to  &o 
House  at  all.  I  confess  to  some  disap- 
pointment at  aeeiug  the  way  the  Qo- 
vermnent  are  dealing  with  that  to  which 
the  country  has  so  long  looked  forward, 
for  cheapening  the  transfer  of  land — 
namely,  a  Land  Registry.  It  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  the  system  best  calcu- 
lated to  improve  the  Land  Registration 
is  such  economization  as  that  now  pro- 
posed— namely,  a  reduction  of  the  staflf 
to  the  lowest  possible  minimum.  It 
seems  to  me  there  is  great  risk  in  re- 
posing so  much  responsibility  upon  the 
Aesiotant  Registrar,  especially  in  view  of 
the  proposed  reform  in  connection  with 
the  Land  Transfer,  if  you  look  to  the 
system  of  Registration  as  a  means  of 
perfecting  and  cheapening  the  transfer 
of  land.   That  hemg  so,  I  do  not  think 
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we  Bhonld  run  any  risks  of  serious  mis- 
takes b^g  made  by  the  Land  Begistry 
which  woi2d  tend  to  draw  discredit  on 
the  Registry  system.  I  must  say  I  think 
the  Secretary  to  tlie  Treasury  and  the 
right  hoD.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Hampstead  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  have 
undenated  the  work  that  will  have  to  be 
done  by  the  Assistant  Begistrar  if  this 
Bill  passes.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
■work  of  the  Registrar  is  not  merely 
Hinisterial,  but  hardly  more  than — I  do 
not  recollect  the  exact  words  used — the 
work  of  a  clerk,  mere  work  of  detail. 
That  is  an  entire  misapprehension.  The 
work  that  has  had  to  be  done  by  the 
Registrar,  in  many  instances,  has  been 
judicial  work  requiring  legal  training 
and  knowledge,  and  entailing  very  great 
responsibitity.  It  involres  judicial  work 
as  to  the  effect  of  titles  and  putting  them 
on  the  Register,  and  it  is  very  onerous 
work,  although  it  does  not  bring  much 
public  fame.  There  is  not  that  hoaour 
about  it  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  men 
wben  they  have  to  appear  in  public. 
Everything  is  done  in  the  Office.  A 
great  deal  of  painstaking  is  involved, 
aud  a  large  amount  of  scientific  know- 
ledge is  necessary  to  enable  the  Regis- 
trar to  discbarge  his  duties  satisfactorily. 
With  regard  to  the  Assistant  Registrar, 
he  has  l^sn  holding  office  for  the  last 
24  years.  I  am  told,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  it  to  be  the  fact,  that 
when  he  accepted  the  office  he  gave  up 
very  lucrative  work.  I  ask,  is  it  right, 
for  the  Bake  of  cutting  down  the  ^ti- 
mates,  to  do  this  injustice  ?  Is  it  fbir  to 
at  on  the  ahonlders  of  a  man  who  has 
een  a  anbordinate  these  responsible 
duties  without  increasing  his  remunera- 
tion P  It  has  been  said,  and  I  know  there 
is  a  curious  notion  prevailing,  that  there 
is  nothing  to  do  in  connection  with  the 
Registry.  It  is  true  that,  comparatively 
speaking,  there  have  been  very  few 
titles  registered  ;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  titles  registered  have  been 
accumulating  for  24  years,  and  that  there 
are  now  3,000  on  the  Register.  I  would 
ask  any  Gentleman  with  any  knowledge 
at  all  on  the  subject  whether  it  is  not  a 
fact  that  wben  a  title  is  once  on  the 
Register  subsequent  transactions  under 
that  title  have  to  come  tmder  the  super- 
vision of  the  Registry  Office  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  gentlranan  who  fiUs  the  post 
of  Registrar?  There  are  3,000  titlea 
legistered,  and  all  transactions  in  regard 


to  these— transfers, mortgages,  end  other 
dealings— have  to  come  under  the  Regis- 
try Office.  There  are  alarge  number  of 
mortgages  which  involve  a  great  deal  of 
work.  I  should  not  have  risen  to  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  if  it  had 
not  been  stated  that  all  this  work  is  to 
be  put  on  the  Assistant  Registrar  with- 
out increasing  bis  salary.  If  the  Bill  is 
read  a  second  time,  I  aball  certainly  feel 
it  necessary  in  Committee  to  move  a 
clause  by  which  it  will  become  the  duty 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  tho  Treasury, 
when  they  assign  these  additional  duties 
to  the  Assistant  Registrar,  also  to  assign 
additional  remuneration. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Cbables  Rdssell)  :  I  should  like  to  say 
a  word  or  two  on  the  Main  QuMtion. 
The  first  Act  which  bears  on  this  anb- 
ject  of  the  registration  of  titles  was  an 
Act  passed  in  1 862,  and  was  followed  by 
the  Act  in  question,  which  was  passed 
in  1875,  at  the  instance  of  the  then  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  late  Karl  Cairne.  I  speak 
in  the  hearing  of  a  great  many  boo.  and 
learned  Friends,  and  I  speak  the  opinion 
of  the  Profession,  when  I  say  that 
from  beginning  to  end  these  two  Acts 
were  signal  failures — that  they  have  cost 
this  country  a  great  deal  more  money 
than  they  are  worth,  and  that  they 
havo  done  little  better  than  to  establish 
one  or  two  not  unimportant  sinecures. 
My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  East  Islington  (Mr.  Ince)  used  an  ex- 
pression which  was  a  strong  one  to  use, 
and  which.  X  think  he  entirely  fuled  to 
justify.  He  accused  the  Qovemment  of 
a  breach  of  faith,  stating  that  when  the 
late  Government  were  in  Office  it  had 
been  their  intention  to  bring  in  a  general 
Bill  to  deal  with  the  whole  question  of 
Land  Tran<9fer ;  and,  as  I  understood 
him,  to  provide  for  the  Deputy  Regis- 
trar. That  was  intended  to  be  a  Bill 
much  wider  than  this ;  in  fact,  there  is 
little  connection  between  the  two  mat- 
ters ;  and  I  know  of  no  pledge  or  promise 
as  to  the  Deputy  Registrar  m  relation  to 
it.  My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  says — 
"Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Follett 
would  have  taken  £2,500 a-year  for  doing 
nothing  ?  "  In  answer  to  that,  I  can  only 
say  that  if  the  duty  of  receiving  £2,500 
a<year  for  doing  little  or  nothing  is  cast 
upon  a  man,  most  men  will  find  it  a 
very  difficult  thing  to  refuee  the  burden. 
There  is  very  little  real  work  to  do  in 
the  Office;       the  advoatage  tiie  com- 
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munity  has  gained  by  it  has  been  very 
slight.  The  case  of  the  Deputy  Regis- 
trar is  this — that  he  has  been  for  many 
years  acting  in  his  present  capacity  at  a 
salary  of  £1,500 ;  and  itia  suggested,  or 
implied,  tliat  he  hod  a  right  to  look  for- 
vard  to  some  advancement.  Well,  I 
entirely  deny  the  suggestion  that  his 
aoceptanoe  of  the  Deputy  Begistrarship 
implied  that  tbe  Office  of  Re^strar  was 
to  be  kept  up  for  hia  benefit  in  case  of  a 
vacancy  vhere  tKe  needs  of  the  public 
service  did  not  require  it.  I  deny  that 
any  public  servant  who  accepts  a  posi- 
tion accepts  it  under  any  such  implied 
promise.  I  should  be  inclined  to  say 
that  the  question  now  under  discussion 
is  not  germane  to  the  Bill.  The  course 
suggested  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Ambrose)  as  to 
inserting  a  clause  in  the  intere^  of  the 
Deputy  Registrar  may  or  not  be  re- 
^uhir;  but  it  certainly  would  be  most 
irregular  to  attempt  to  stop  the  second 
reading  by  ar^ments  which  in  no  sense 
go  to  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 

Me.  T.  H.  BOLTON :  I  do  not  wish 
to  stand  long  between  the  House  and 
a  division,  if  there  is  to  be  one ;  because 
I  am  perfectly  sure  there  will  be  but 
one  result  of  the  division.  ButI  venture 
to  say,  as  a  man  having  some  little 
knowledge  of  this  Land  Registry  Office, 
that  if  there  is  one  complete  failure  in 
connection  with  legal  reform  it  is  in 
connection  with  this  Office.  Several 
persons  were  appointed  to  positions  in 
which  they  had  very  good  salaries,  and 
very  little  to  do.  Now,  an  opportunity  is 
afforded  us  of  making  alterations  by 
which  we  may  reduce  a  thoroughly  use- 
lessstaff.  To  talk  about3,000  cases  being 
dealt  with  in  25  years  requiring  this  staff 
is  absurd — about  120  cases  a-year,  and 
two  and  a-half  a-week.  I  undertake  to 
say  that  any  efficient  and  respectable  firm 
of  solicitors  would  transact  the  whole  of 
this  business  for  £1,000  a-year,  and  con- 
sider themselves  exceedingly  well  paid. 
And  yet  we  find  the  Deputy  Registrar 
suggesting,  through  an  hon.  Member  of 
this  House,  that  ne  should  have  addi- 
tional remuneration.  The  whole  thing 
is  absurd.  I  hope  the  House  will,  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  show  they  quite  appre- 
ciate the  common  sense  of  the  Gtjvem- 
ment  in  supporting  this  Bill. 

Thk  under  secretary  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Os- 
BOBNB  Moboan)  :  Year  after  year  we 
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have  been  told  that  this  Office  is  a  sine- 
cure, and  now  it  is  said  it  is  not.  "What 
are  the  facts  ?  Will  the  House  allow  me 
to  quote  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Arnold  last  year,  who  did  not  overstate 
the  case  ?   That  hon.  Gentleman  said — 

"  Within  ttie  past  two  h^-years  the  nnmher 
of  new  estates  registered  in  this  Office  had 
teen  six— two  in  one  half  and  foor  in  the  other ; 
80  that  this^fact  came  out— that  the  taxpayers 
of  this  country  bad  to  pay  £1,000  for  each  new 
estate  registered  in  this  OfBce.  Hon.  Membors 
would  seo  at  once  what  a  Bcaodalous,  extrava- 
gant, and  waatefol  expenditure  of  money  there 
was  in  this  Department."— <3  HaiMard,  [299] 
744.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agmd  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  «n- 
mitUd  for  3b-mom». 

MOTIONS. 


ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  ACTS. 
UOnON  FOB  A  SELECT  COMHITTEX. 

The  vice  PKE8IDENT  of  the 
OOUNCIIi  (Sir  Ltos  Platfaie)  :  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  beg  to  move  that  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed — 

"  To  inquire  into  the  operation  of  '  The  En- 
dowed Schools  Act,  1869,'  and  tho  amending 
Acts,  and  to  consider  and  report  how  far  it  may 
he  expedient  to  amend  the  powers  exercised 
under  them  bytiie  Charity  CommissionerB." 

I  only  wish  to  remark  that  a  Committee 
sat  last  year  upon  Charitable  Trusts, 
and  strongly  recommended  that  a  Select 
Committee  on  "The  Endowed  Schools 
Acta ' '  be  moved  for  this  year.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  the  I^sident  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  (Mr.  Mundella),  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  and  my  right  hon. 
Friend  opposite  (Sir  Henry  Holland), 
who  preceded  me  in  my  Office,  on  behalf 
of  the  late  Government,  recommended 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee.  I, 
therefore,  move  that  a  Select  Committee 
be  appointed. 
Motion  agretd  io. 

Select  Committee  appointed,  "  to  inquire  into 
the  operation  of  •  The  Endowed  Schools  Act, 
1869,'  and  the  amending  Acts,  and  to  oonuder 
and  report  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  am<«id 
the  powers  exercised  under  them  by  the  Charity 
Commiuioners."— (5tr  Zysa  Flay/air.) 

RXVEB8  FinilFIOATIOK  BIU.. 

On  Motion  of  Ur.  Hastings  BiU  for  the 
Pnxiflcation  of  Bireri,  oniered  to  he  brooght  in 
by  Mr.  HastingB,  Sir  Edward  Birkbec^  Lord. 
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ChacleJ  Berestord,  Sir  'W.  Gujrer  Haoter, 
General  Sir  'Williaiii  CroasmaD,  and  Coloael 
Sandys. 

Bill priwnUd,  and  read  th«  fint  lime.  [Bill  101.] 


irmxa  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Conyboare,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  Mining  Leases  and  Royal- 
ties, the  payment  of  Miners'  wages,  and  the 
Inspection  of  Mines  throoghont  the  United 
Kingdom,  ordered  to  be  bronght  in  by  Mr. 
Conybeare,  Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Blake, 
Mr.  Allison,  Mr.  Abraham  (Rhondda  Valley), 
Mr.  Mason,  and  Mr.  Saunders. 
miprtMitt«d,  tnA  read  the  flnt  time.  [Bill  102.] 

ETDS  FABK,,OOBKEB  (nBW  BTBXETS) 
'  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Lereson  Gower,  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Now  Streets 
at  Hyde  Park  Comer,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Leveson  Gower,  Mr.  Fowler,  and  Mr. 
Broadlinnt. 

Bill preunUd,ani  read  the  flrrt  time.  [Bill  1 03.] 

LEASEHOLDS  (fACTUTIES  07  PUBOHASE  OF 

FSB  BIHFLE)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Lawson,  Bill  to  enable  the 
Leaaeholdeni  of  Honses  and  Cottages  to  pur- 
chase the  fee  simple  of  their  property,  ordered 
to  he  bronght  in  by  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Burt, 
Ifr.  Poleaton,  Goloiwl  Hqj^im,  Mr.  Holden,  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Cohen. 

Billj)rvMiitef,andnadthefixittime.[BU104.] 

BBUOTAL   TBBH8    (bUBOHS)  (sOOTLASd) 

ACT  (1881)  AHENDUEirr  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Edmnnd  Hobertson,  Bill 
to  amend  "  The  Removal  Terms  (Burghs)  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1681,"  ordered  to  b«  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Edmnnd  Bobertaon,  Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay, 
and  Mr.  Eugene  Wason. 

Umprtuaiid,  and  read  the  flnt  time.  [Bill  105.] 

OOBBtJPT  FBACTIOES   (UBNICIPAL  ELEC- 
TIONS (sootlaitd)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Edmnnd  Robertson,  Bill 
for  the  preTention  of  corrupt  and  illegal  prac- 
tices at  Mncicipal  EleoUona  in  Scotland, 
ordered  to  be  bromrht  in  by  Mi".  Edmund 
Bobertaon  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Hnoter. 

Billiv«m(M^  and  read  the  fint  time.  [Bill  106.] 

KITCHKir  AXD  BEFBESHUEirT  BOGUS 

(H0TJ3B  OF  commons). 

Committee  appointed,  "  to  control  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  Kitchen  and  Refreahment  Rooms, 
in  the  department  of  the  Seijeant  at  Arms 
attending  this  House:— Mr.  Aoo-QABDirxB, 
Mr.  William  Cobbst,  Sir  William  Hart 
Btxb,  Mr.  Flowbb,  Mt.  Gushpsll,  Mr. 
Hebbbbt,  Visconnt  Lbwisham,  Mr.  Long,  Mr. 
Maiuoribaass.  Mr.  Eichabd  Power,  Baron  de 
RoTBBCHiLD,  Mr.  Shbil,  and  Mr.  JoaM  WlLBOir 
(pnrham)."— (Jfr.  ArmbtMorUy.) 


olbbe  loans  (IXBLANI))  aots  oontisu. 

ABCB  BTLTf. 
Oa  Motion  of  Mr.  John  Morley,  Bill  to  con- 
tinue the  Glebe  Loans  (Ireland)  Acta,  ordertd 
to  be  hroutrht  in  by  Mr.  John  Morley  and  Mr. 
H«iry  Fowler. 

mipretented,  and  rewl  the  first  time.  [jBiU  107.] 
OOAL  uibes  rboulatioh  aot  (1872) 

AMBWDMBNT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Bill  to 
amend  "  The  Coal  Minea  Regolatiun  Act,  1S72," 
9rrffr<i<tobetwougbttnbyMr.  Arthnr  O'Con- 
nor and  Mr.  T.  P.  0'Conu>r. 
BiSapretented,  andread  the  first  time.  [Bill  108.] 

HEAL  ASSETS  ADMINISTRATION  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  BOl  to 
facilitate  the  administration  of  Deceased  Per- 
BOQs'  Estates,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  M'Laren,  and  Mr. 
MoUoy. 

QmpmMttd,  and  read  the  flnt  time.  [Bill  1 09.] 

Honse  adjourned  at  half  after 
One  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LOBDS, 
iVWtfy,  2Zrd  FtUiuuryt  1886. 


MEW  PEER. 

Sir  Edmund  Beckett,  Barooei,  having 
been  created  BsTon  Orimthorpe  of 
Qrimthorpe  ia  the  East  Biding  of  the 
county  of  York— Was  (in  die  usuiU 
manner)  introduced. 

Several  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 
NAVY-COAST  DEFENCES. 

QUESTION.  OBSESTATIONB. 

VieoooNT  SIDMOUTH,  in  rising  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
Whether  he  will  lay  on  the  Table  the 
reports  of  Admiral  Hamilton  on  Coast 
Defences  and  on  theBoyal  Naral  Volun- 
teer Artillery  Oorps ;  also  reports  from 
any  other  officer  oommissioned  to  inquire 
into  either  or  both  of  the  above  matters? 
said,  the  question  vas  a  vevy  important 
one,  and  he  was  anxious  abonk  it,  and 
thought  it  most  desirable  to  know  what 
the  action  of  the  Admiralty  vas  likefy 
to  be  in  this  matter.  Their  Lordships 
were  no  doubt  aware  tha^  before  the 
close  of  last  BesBion,  the  Admiralty  had 
ti^es  steps  to  inquire  isto  thiv  matter ; 
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and  the  late  Administration  had  ap- 
pointed Admiral  Hamilton  to  inquire 
into  the  Coast  Defences  of  the  country, 
and  to  Bpecially  report  upon  the  con- 
dition of,  and  the  probable  serrices 
likely  to  be  rendered  by,  the  Naval 
Yolunteer  Conw.  Admiral  Hamilton, 
howerer,  ahortiy  after  had  gone  to  China 
to  assume  the  command  of  the  Fleet 
there ;  but  he  (Visoount  Sidmouth)  be* 
lieved  that  his  Beport  waa  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  He  would,  there- 
fore, ask  the  noble  if  arquess  to  give  the 
House  some  information  with  respect  to 
it,  as  soon  as  he  had  made  himself 
master  of  its  contents.  He  would  remind 
the  House  that  the  late  Government, 
before  leaving  Office,  announced  their 
intention  of  granting  what  was  greatly 
required — ^namely,  a  capitation  grant  to 
the  members  of  the  corps  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  grant  was  given  to  mili- 
tary Volunteers.  He  desired  to  know 
whether  the  Government  were  prepared 
to  continue  and  to  extend  that  practice  ? 
He  diould  like  to  point  out  to  their 
Lorddiips  ^at  the  present  condition  of 
the  NaTal  Volunteer  Corps  was  not  such, 
either  in  numbers  or  in  position,  as  would 
be  naturally  expected  from  a  great  naval 
nation  like  BriCain.  He  understood  that 
the  late  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (the 
Earl  of  Northbrook)  had  had  his  atten- 
tion called  to  the  subject,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  the  noble  Earl  was  favour- 
able to  the  capitation  grant  which  had 
been  subsequently  given.  From  that 
grant,  however,  there  had  been  deducted 
a  sum  of  money  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional corps  at  Greenock,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Clyde.  He  could  not  understand 
how  it  was  that  out  of  a  naval  and  fish- 
ing population  around  our  coasts  num- 
bering, he  thought,  150,000  men,  a 
Volunteer  Force  of  only  2,000  men  had 
been  enrolled  for  the  defence  of  the 
coasts,  while  in  the  military  Volunteer 
system  there  was  a  force  of  200,000  men 
in  a  very  high  state  of  efficiency.  He 
believed,  if  the  truth  were  known,  this 
was  caused  by  the  Admiralty.  Some 
years  ago  Sir  Thomas  Brassey  said  that 
at  least  10,000  to  15,000  men  ought  to 
be  and  would  be  readily  enrolled  among 
the  Naval  Volnntews.  He  was  very 
enthusiastio  on  the  subject  at  that  time; 
bnt  somehow  or  other  after  the  right 
hoiu  Gentleman  had  got  into  the  Ad- 
miralty liis  ardour  cooled,  eventually 
dying  away  altogether.   He  wished  to 
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impress  upon  their  Lordships  that  tJie 
gentlemen  who  were  employed  in  this 
service  at  this  moment  spared  neither 
time  nor  money  to  make  themselves 
efficient  to  discharge  those  duties  which 
were  imposed  upon  them  by  Aot  of  Par- 
liament. Those  duties  were  not  light, 
involving  as  they  did  training,  gun, 
rifle,  and  cutlass  drill,  rowing  in  boats, 
splicing,  &o.,  and  many  gentlemen  had 
done  a  great  deal  more  than  was  required 
of  them.  He  did  not  know  why  the 
Admiralty  should  wish  to  throw  cold 
water  on  this  naval  corps ;  but  he  under- 
stood that  there  was  a  leeliog  that  tliere 
would  be  some  jealousy  on  the  part  of 
the  military  force.  He  did  not  for  him- 
self, however,  believe  that  such  a  feeliog 
existed.  At  the  time  the  movement  was 
originated,  that  feeling  might  have 
existed;  but  now,  if  military  men  were 
asked  what  they  thought  of  the  drill 
and  the  practice  of  the  Naval  Volunteer 
Corps,  he  thought  they  would  find  that 
their  opinion  was  that  those  men  and 
regiments  were  ready,  shonld  the  occa- 
sion arise,  to  undertake  a  leading  part 
in  the  defence  of  the  country.  It  was, 
in  his  opinion,  desirable  to  foster  the 
naval  spirit,  and  to  place  the  defence 
of  our  coasts  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
were  on  the  spot.  All  that  the  Admi- 
ralty appeared  to  have  done  before  the 
establishment  of  the  capitation  grant 
was  to  supply  a  few  boats,  to  give  a 

tun  or  two,  and  to  give  permission  to 
rill,  at  the  same  time  allowing  a  ship 
or  so  to  be  used  when  a  suitable  vessel 
happened  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  seaport  town  where  the  force 
existed ;  but  the  restrictions  which  they 
placed  upon  those  who  enrolled  them- 
selves and  the  requirements  which  they 
exacted  were  very  severe  indeed.  He 
impressed  on  their  Lordships  how  im- 
portant it  was  for  our  naval  interests 
that  those  forces  should  be  encouraged, 
and  that  our  coasts  should  be  defended 
by  trained  men.  He  hoped  the  noble 
Marquess  would  be  kind  enough  to  lay 
the  Beports  he  had  referred  to  on  the 
Table  as  toon  as  be  possibly  could. 

Momd,  "  Tlut  there  be  laid  betorv  thii  Hqus4 
JReport*  ol  Admiral  Hamilton  or  of  vaj  other 
officer  oommiflaioned  to  inquire  loto  CoUt  Do- 
twom  and  the  Boyel  N»val  VolaniMT  Altillety 
OofpB."— (TA*  Viiccunt  SidmHdk.) 

The  mtST  LOltD  6p  the  ADMI- 
EALTY  (The  Marquess  of  Eipom),  in 
reply,  said,  he  irovld  not  fcdlov  the 
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noble  Viscount  into  the  details  which  he 
had  brought  under  the  notice  of  their 
Lordshtpa.  The  noble  Tiscount  was,  of 
course,  aware  that  be  (the  Marquesa  of 
Bipon)  had  been  but  ft  very  short  time 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiraltj.  He  en- 
tirely admitted  the  importance  of  the 
subject  to  which  attention  had  beeu 
called;  but  just  on  account  of  its  im- 
portance and  of  certain  complications  con- 
nected with  it,  it  required  much  attention 
and  careful  examination  from  the  Board 
of  Admiraltj  before  they  came  to  any  final 
decision  with  respect  to  it.  He  was  cer- 
tain that  their  Lordships  would  not 
expect  him  to  ofifer  any  opinion  on  the 
question  before  he  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  it  with  his  Col- 
leagues at  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  His 
noble  Friend  the  late  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (the  Earl  of  Northbrook)  en- 
trusted ^miral  Hamilton  with  the  duty 
of  making  a  careful  inquiry  in^  the 
matters  to  which  the  Question  of  the 
noble  Viscount  related.  Admiral  Hamil- 
ton set  to  work  to  examine  carefully 
into  the  subject,  and  he  visited  Tarious 
ports  with  the  object  of  reporting  upon 
their  defences.  Not  long  after  he  had 
begun  his  inquiry  Admiral  Hamilton 
was  appointed  fo  a  command  in  the 
Obina  Seas,  and  had  to  leave  this  coun- 
try. Before  he  did  so,  however,  he 
sent  into  the  Admiralty  an  interim  Be- 
port,  not  by  any  means  dealing  ex- 
haustively with  the  subject,  but  stating 
the  results  of  his  inquiry  and  the  views 
which  be  had  been  led  to  form  so  far  as  he 
had  had  time  and  opportunity.  The  late 
j3oard  of  Admiralty  appointed  as  his 
successor  Sir  Bobert  Molyneux,  and  he 
had  been  engaged  in  completing  the  in- 
vestigation. Admiral  Hamilton's  Be- 
port  was  sent  in  to  the  Admiralty  in  the 
course  of  last  autumn ;  but  it  was  not 
complete,  and  the  late  Board  thought  it 
better  to  wait  for  the  farther  Report  of 
Sir  Bobert  Molyneux.  HebeUeved  that 
Beport  was  ready ;  but  it  bad  not  been 
printed,  and  bad  not  yet  been  before 
the  Board ;  and  in  tbose  circumstances 
he  would  ask  the  noble  Viscount  not  at 
present  to  press  for  these  Beports.  It 
would  be  for  the  public  interest  that  the 
matter  should  not  come  before  the  public 
in  an  incomplete  form.  The  late  Board 
of  Admiralty  took  certain  steps  in  re- 

gard  to  the  matter  before  they  left 
'ffice,  and  the  present  Board  had  no  in- 
tention to  interfere  with  them ;  but  they 
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were  only  of  a  partial  nature,  because 
Lord  George  Hamilton  thought  the 
Board  should  have  the  whole  question 
before  them  before  coming  to  any  final 
decision.  He  agreed  in  that  opinion, 
and  he  eAiould  reserve  Ms  own  judgment 
until  the  Beports  were  complete  and  had 
been  considered,  and  then  he  would  lay 
them  on  the  Table. 

VisooTJirr  SIDMOUTH  asked,  whe- 
ther the  Government  intended  to  con- 
tinue the  capitation  grant  ? 

The  Mabqitess  of  BIPON  assented. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  Hoose)  with- 
drawn, 

THE  METROPOLITAN  POLICE  FORCE— 
DEPABTMEXTAL  COMMITTEE 
OF  1879. 
QUESTIONS.  OBSEBTATIOB'S. 

Viscount  ENFIELD,  in  rising  to  ask. 
Whether  in  the  year  1 879  a  departmental 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the 
constitution  and  condition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Force  ;  and,  if  such  a  re- 
port were  made,  whether  there  will  be 
any  objoction  to  present  the  same  to 
Parliament  ?  said,  that  he  believed  the 
inquiry  to  which  be  referred  was  con- 
ducted by  Sir  Matthew  White  Btdley 
and  Mr.  Maule,  an  emioent  Queen's 
counsel,  and  that  their  Beport  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Home  Office.  Whether 
they  alluded  to  the  efficiency  or  non- 
efficiency  of  the  force  he  did  not  know  ; 
but,  considering  the  events  of  the  past 
fortnight,  and  the  excitement  existing  in 
the  public  mind  on  the  subject,  it  would 
be  satisfactory  and  acceptable  to  Parlia- 
ment and  the  public  generally,  when 
they  bad  reason  to  befieve  that  there 
was  an  exhaustive  and  very  able  Beport 
of  an  inquiry  by  two  gentlemen  fully 
acquainted  with  the  subject  in  the 
archives  of  the  Home  Office,  that  it 
should  be  presented  to  Parliament,  and 
be  hoped  that  the  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  lay  it  on  the  Table. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  whether  any  and  what 
communication  had  passed  between  the 
chief  officers  of  police  and  the  Home 
Office  in  former  years,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  danger  of  permitting  such  de- 
monstrations as  took  place  on  Monday^ 
the  8th  of  February,  and  on  Sunday 
last,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  oontvoUing 
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{hem  f  It  would  be  a  great  satisfadaan 
if  hie  noble  Friend  who  represented  the 

Home  Office  fonnd  himself  in  a  position 
to  lay  any  such  Paper  upon  the  Table 
without  injury  to  the  Public  Service. 

Lord  ABEEDAEE  said,  it  was  quite 
true  that  a  Departmental  Inquiry  was 
made  in  1879,  and  he  remembered  also 
that  another  Departmental  Inquiry  was 
made  in  1868  by  his  Predecessor  (Vis- 
count Oranbrook)  into  the  constitution  of 
the  police.  Two  t>f  the  Kembers  of  that 
Oommittee  were  Sir  Hen^  Thriug  and 
^r  JamesFergusson.  They  made  an  im- 
portant Beport,  and  he  (Lord  Aberdare), 
haring  succeeded  to  the  Office  of  Home 
Secretary,  had  great  pleasure  in  adopting 
some  of  their  reoommendations.  Cme  of 
the  priacipal  recommendations  was  that 
London  should  be  divided  into  four  dis- 
triets,  with  a  Superintendent  for  each, 
one  of  whom  was  Colonel  Pearson. 
Shortly  after  that  Beport  Sir  Bichard 
Mayne  resigned  the  office  of  Ohief  Com- 
missioner, and  it  became  his  (Lord  Aber- 
dare's)  dutf  to  select  a  successor,  a&d  he 
selected  Sir  Edmund  Henderson.  That 
being  the  case,  their  Lordships  might 
like  to  hear  a  few  words  from  him  with 
respect  to  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Ed- 
mund Henderson  had  performed  his 
duties.  The  career  of  Cdonel  Hender- 
son had  already  been  a  distinguished 
one,  and  the  circumstanoeB  which  led  to 
his  introduction  into  the  Public  Service 
were  rather  remarkable.  He  had  been 
employed  as  a  yonng  officer  of  Gngi- 
neers  in  settling  the  boundaries  between 
Kova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick.  Hav- 
ing performed  that  duty  with  considerable 
personal  risk  and  severe  suffering,  he  was 
subsequently  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  laying  out  the  line  between  St. 
John's  and  Canada.  The  impression 
produced  by  his  capacity  shown  in  these 
tasks  upon  Earl  Grey,  the  then  Colonial 
Minister,  was  such  that  he  appointed 
him  to  superintend  the  last  of  our  penal 
Colonies  in  "Western  Australia ;  and  he 
was  there  for  13  years,  when  he  re- 
turned home.  In  1863  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission, consisting  of  some  of  the  ablest 
men  in  the  country,  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  Becondaiy  punishment.  It 
was  presided  over  by  Eatl  Grey. 
"While  the  Commission  was  sitting,  Sir 
Joshua  Jebb,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Convict  Department,  died  suddenly; 
and  then  a  step  was  taken  which  was, 
perhaps,  unique  in  our  adminiBtratire 


hifltoty.  The  Uembera  of  the  Boyal 
Commission  sent  to  &rr  George  Grey, 

who  was  then  Home  Secretary,  a  sort  of 
round- robin,  in  which  they  mentioned  to 
him  the  very  great  impression  which  Sir 
Edmund  Henderson  had  produced  upon 
them  by  the  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
and  by  the  ability,  sagacity,  and  energy 
he  had  shown,  and  by  the  success  he  bad 
achieved  in  the  difficult  department  he 
had  so  long  managed,  and  they  recom- 
mended the  serious  consideration  of  his 
claim  to  be  appointed  successor  to  Sir 
Joshua  Jebb.  The  recommendation  was 
recognized,  and  for  six  years  afterwards 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson  was  at  the  head 
of  the  Convict  Department.  In  1869  he 
(Lord  AberdareJ  had  to  choose  a  suc- 
cessor to  Sir  Biohard  Uayne,  and  he 
selected  Sir  Edmund  Henderson,  who 
for  17  years  since  had  been  at  the  head 
of  the  police.  During  that  time  he  (Lord 
Aberdare)  was  in  Office  for  upwards  of 
four  years  as  Home  Secretary,  and  in  that 
time  very  important  changes  were  made, 
which  he  should  have  no  difficulty  in 
showing  conduced  to  a  speedy  diminu- 
tion of  crime  in  London.  These  changes 
were  made  quietly  and  without  any 
Hourish  of  trumpets  by  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson,  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
Home  Office.  He  would  mention  one  of 
the  changes  for  the  improvement  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  police.  At  the  time  he 
had  named  the  number  of  the  detective 
police  employed  in  the  Uetropolis  was 
17 ;  but  Colonel  Henderson  recom- 
mended a  change,  which  had  led  to  very 
important  results  and  to  great  advan- 
tage to  the  public.  To  each  of  the  de- 
partmental divisions  of  the  police  a  force 
of  detectives,  to  about  the  nimiber  of 
20,  was  added.  They  were  selected 
from  the  main  body  of  the  police,  and  if 
they  proved  efficient  they  were  retained, 
but  if  inefficient  they  were  returned  to 
the  ordinary  police,  and  so  a  supply  of 
efficient  men  was  maintained.  Now,  he 
(liOrd  Aberdare)  had  heard  with  deep 
regret  of  the  resignation  of  Sir  Ea- 
mund  Henderson ;  and  while  the  Press, 
on  the  whole,  had  been  very  fair  as 
to  the  condact  of  that  genUeman,  he 
observed  it  had  been  said  that  the 
police  had  fallen  off  very  much  since 
the  days  of  Sir  Bichard  Mayne  in 
1 868,  and  that  the  force  was  not  now,  as 
then,  an  object  of  pride  and  congratu- 
lation. 'Wliether  mat  was  so  or  not  he 
tiiought  would  be  deoid«d  by  STery  few 
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figures,  which  he  would  give.  The 
population  of  the  Metn^oUtou  district; 
in  the  jear  Colonel  Hendersoa  entered 
upon  his  office  was  over  3,563,000. 
In  1884  the  population  was  5,147,000, 
showing  an  increase  of  1,584,000,  which 
by  itself  exceeded  the  population  of  any 
three  other  cities  of  the  Empire.  What 
had  been  the  state  of  serious  crime  in 
those  years?  In  1869  the  number  of 
felonies  committed  and  reported  in  the 
Metropolitan  police  district  was  21,529. 
After  the  lapse  of  15  years,  and  not- 
withstanding the  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion by  1,500,000,  the  number  of  serious 
crimes  committed  in  London  was  fewer 
by  218,  the  number  being  21,311.  To 
attribute  that  result  wholly  to  the  in- 
creased vigilance  of  the  police  would  be 
ridiculous,  for  they  knew  that  a  good 
many  causes  had  contributed  to  bring  it 
about.  He  would  put  the  question  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  police  to  another 
test — Hamely,  the  number  of  apprehen- 
sions of  criminals.  The  number  of  ap- 
prehennons  in  1869  with  reference  to 
these  21,500  felonies  was  10,088.  In 
1884  the  number  of  apprehoiaionB  on 
the  smaller  number  of  felonies  was 
12,995,  being  an  increase  of  2,987. 
The  proportion  of  felonies  to  the  popu- 
lation in  1869  was  6  042.  In  1884 
it  was  4-140,  or  a  decrease  of  about 
80  per  cent.  Not  only  was  this  the 
case,  but  Sir  Edmund  Henderson  had 
had  the  management  of  a  larger  popu* 
lation  and  a  larger  force.  The  annual 
addition  from  one  year  to  another  to  the 
population  of  this  larger  Metropolis  was 
about  70,000.  The  streets  added  every 
year  were  50  miles  in  length,  and  the 
Police  Force  had  increased  from  about 
9,000  to  very  nearly  1S,000.  Judged  by 
any  test  they  pleased,  the  position  of 
the  force  at  this  moment  was  better 
and  sounder  than  it  had  been  at  any 
previous  time.  Whether  with  regard 
to  the  number  or  the  quality  of  those 
who  offered  themselves  for  empbyment, 
the  number  of  punishments  for  miscon- 
duct, or  the  number  of  those  who  re- 
tired from  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  in 
every  one  of  these  respects  there  had 
been  a  very  considerable  improvement 
in  the  ttattu  and  condition  of  the  police. 
In  1884  the  number  of  voluntary  resig- 
nations was  only  167,  being  the  smallest 
number  ever  known.  During  the  last 
17  years,  moreover,  there  had  been  cir- 
cumstances of  great  anxiety.  In  1870 


there  was  a  great  increase  of  wftgu  all 
over  the  country,  and  thepoUcenatorally 
looked  for  a  share  of  the  inoreaee.  But 
there  was  some  delay  in  the  matter; 
for  a  Public  Department  oould  not  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  its  mtployis  on  the 
occasion  of  every  increase  of  wages  in 
the  country,  for  tiie  simple  Toason  that 
it  was  impossible  to  decrease  them  when 
wages  fell.  The  oonsequenoe  of  ths 
delay  was  misoondoot,  recUessly  sup- 
ported by  persons  of  some  position 
unconnected  with  iha  force.  The  mu- 
tiny was,  however,  euppressed,  and  a 
fresh  arrangement  of  s^aries  was  made. 
A  careful  inquiry  was  made  at  the  time, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  action  then 
taken  there  had  been  no  dissatisfaction 
since.  There  had  also  been  in  these  17 
years  many  great  public  manifestations 
under  circumstances  of  considerable 
anxiety;  and,  with  the  one  recent  excep- 
tion, none  of  those  great  displa3re  of 
material  forces,  which  were  intooded,  in 
many  cases,  to  alarm  the  population, 
and  especially  what  they  termed  the 
aristocratic  population,  hod  led  to  any 
serious  distorbanoe.  In  all  this  time 
there  had  been  no  disturbance  of  ths 
peace,  except  in  oases  so  insignificant  as 
not  to  be  worthy  of  notice.  He  could 
fully  enter  into  the  feelings  of  those 
who  objected  to  have  the  order  of  the 
streets  disturbed  by  such  immense 
crowds ;  but  it  was  to  be  remembered 
that  up  to  the  other  day  no  evil  conse- 
quence had  happened.  He  was  not 
going  to  ask  why,  after  so  signal  a  suc- 
cess of  17  years,  there  had  been  so  signal 
a  failure  in  dealing  with  the  late  riotous 
outbreak.  He  quite  admitted  that  if  it 
could  be  shown  that  thepersonal  safelyof 
individuals  or  of  property  had  been  en- 
dangered by  any  want  of  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  the  police  some  signal  ex- 
ample ought  to  be  made ;  but  what  he 
did  ask  their  Lordships,  and  through 
them  the  public,  was  to  remember  that 
this  officer,  who  was  now  retiring  in  dr- 
cumstanoes  most  painful  to  himself, 
had,  since  the  year  1850,  filled  public 
employments  with  remarkable  success ; 
that  under  his  administration  the  con- 
duct of  the  police  had  been  such  as 
to  assist  other  causes  in  producing  an 
extraordinary  reduction  of  crime ;  and 
that,  at  the  same  time,  increased  vigi- 
lance and  efficiency  had  been  shown  by 
a  larger  number  of  apprehensions  and 
of  punishmeate,  whieE  were  a  means  of 
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pKT«ntiogf  orim«.    Ho  awaited  with 

OOD6denoe  the  result  of  the  Inqulij, 
which  was  beiog  conducted  by  men  of 
high  integrity  and  intelligence.  What- 
erer  that  result  might  be,  they  mast 
aooept  it  as  the  final  statement  as 
to  this  most  lamentable  affair.  What- 
ever it  might  be,  whether  it  reflected 
severely  or  not  upon  the  individual 
aodon  of  Kr  Edmund  Henderson  on 
that  ooeasion,  he  did  not  think  it  ought 
to  make  them  insensible  to  a  career  of 
long  public  utility,  whioh,  up  to  this 
time,  had  Becured  the  respect  of  his 
fellow-citizens  and  of  the  various  emi- 
ment  men  who  had  presided  over  the 
D^artment. 

Lord  THUELOW,  replying  for  the 
Home  Department,  said :  My  Lords,  I 
have  to  say.  in  reply  to  the  Question  of 
the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount  Enfield), 
that  he  is  perfectly  accurate  in  saying 
that  in  the  year  1879  a  Departmental 
Committee  was  appointed  by  the  thw 
Home  Secretary  (Sir  B.  Assheton  Oross) 
to  inquire  into  and  report  as  to  Uie 
situation  and  condition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Force.  That  Committee 
was,  however,  a  purely  Departmental 
Committee;  and  its  Beport,  as  is  usual 
in  such  cases,  partak«a  very  largely  of 
the  nature  of  a  confidenti^  document. 
TJndsr  these  oiroumstanees,  I  am  in- 
structed to  say  that  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  the  Home  Office  to  lay  the 
whole  of  that  Beport  upon  the  Table  of 
your  Lordships'  House.  I  am  further 
instructed  to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Home  Secretary,  pending  the  exten- 
sive inquiry  about  to  be  made  in  the 
matter,  the  exact  scope  of  which  he  will 
explain  very  shortly  to  Parliament,  it 
would  not  be  expedient  or  in  the  interests 
of  the|Fuhlio  Service  to  lay  this  Beport, 
at  the  present  moment  at  all  events,  on 
your  Lord^ips'  Table.  With  regard  to 
the  remarks  made  by  the  noble  Lord 
who  has  just  sat  down,  and  who  was 
himself  Home  Secretary  for  some  time, 
I  troat  he  will  not  consider  me  wanting 
in  respect  if  I  am  not  able  to  follow,  at 
the  present  moment,  the  current  of  his 
observations.  But  I  will  confine  myself 
to  assuring  him  that  I  feel  perfectly  con- 
fldmt  that  his  observations  will  receive 
Aa  very  ear^id  erauridaratiiaa  of  tiie 
Home  Seoretary. 

Home  B4jcnnii«d  at  a  cnarter  pASt 
FlVB  o'dofAr,  tiU  To-inurrow, 
haUpvstTcDo'dook! 


HOTTSE  OF  OOMHONS, 

Tmtdatfj  2Zrd  February,  1886, 


HENtTTES.]  —  BnsoT  Ookuttbi  —  Pablio 

Aooooats,  tumiaatid. 
Public  Biu^—Ordtrtd—MhieB  Rating.* 
Second  Iteadinff — Referred  to  SeUet  Committet— 

EmpIoyerB*  Uabuity  Act  (1680)  Amendment 

[60]. 

QUESTIONS. 


SPEECHES  AT  POLITICAL  MEETTNGS 
—SPEECH  OF  ME.  CHAMBERLAIN  AT 
BIRMINGHAM—"  RANSOM." 

VisooTTRT  GBIMSTON  gave  Notice 
that  he  would,  on  Thursday,  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Qovemment 
Board,  Whether  the  fbUowing  words 
from  tiie  speeoh  delivered  by  him  at 
Birmingham  on  January  6,  1886,  and 
published  in  the  authorized  edition  of 
his  speeches,  were  correctly  reported : — 

"  But  then,  I  ask,  what  ranaom  will  property 
pay  for  the  security  it  enjoys,  what  substitute 
will  it  find  for  the  natural  rights  vbioh  have 
ceased  to  be  recognised  P  Sodety  is  banded 
together  in  order  to  ;^rotect  itself  aminst  tiie 
instincts  of  those  of  its  members  wiio  would 
make  very  short  work  of  private  ownership  if 
left  alone; " 

and  whether,  having  regard  to  the  ut- 
terances of  the  Sociu  Democratic  leaders 
on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  riots,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  still  adhered  to 
that  opinion  ? 

Thb  PBB8IDENT  (Mr.  Joseph 
Chamberlaik)  :  In  order  to  save  the 
time  of  the  House,  I  beg  to  say  that 
the  extracts  now  read  are  perfectly  cor- 
rect, and  that  I  adhere  to  them. 

SPEECHES  AT  POLITICAL  MEETINGS 
—ME.  THOMAS  HUGHES. 
Mil  JOHNS  asked  Ur.  Attorney  (Ge- 
neral, Whether  his  attention  hai  been 
called  to  the  report  of  a  speech,  made 
by  His  Honour  Judge  Thomas  Hughes 
at  a  political  meeting  held  at  Chester  on 
the  29th  ultimo,  in  which,  as  reported 
by  Tha  L4«ds  Merourjf  of  the  30th  Janu- 
ary last  and  other  newspapers,  the 
following  language  was  used,  he  spoke 
as  follows: — 

"That  our  Ooontry  wasin  danger,  and  it 
wasttm«i«tiiBintostwidaiddbyMd9.  They 
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oame  then  Lilwrals,  and  ha  vai  a  I^baral  of 
thirti'  yean  itandhig,  and  he  vaa  juat  as 
Btaanoh  nov.  They  came  there  to  make  the 
cobfession  that  they  had  not  kept  their  public 
men  ap  to  the  mark,  to  confess  that  some  of 
theiT  leading  men  had  been  making  a  *  Dutch 
auction '  of  infamy  of  thia  Iriab  Question ; " 
whether,  conaideriD^  that  his  honour 
Judge  Thomas  Hu^es  ta  a  Judge  of 
County  Courts,  the  GoTeroment  have 
taken  his  speeoh  into  ooosideration ; 
and,  whether  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  has  been  drawn  to  it  ? 

The  attorney  QENEBAL  (Mr. 
Charles  Bussell):  Sir,  I  have  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Hughes,  in 
which  he  states  that  the  meeting  in 
question  was  not  a  political  meeting 
in  the  ordinary  sense  of  those  words — 
that  is,  it  was  not  a  political  meeting  of 
one  Party  in  politics,  but  that  there 
were  a  number  of  gentlemen  present 
belonging  to  the  two  great  politioal 
Parties.  I  have  brought  the  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  alEo  the  statement  of  the  County 
Court  Judge,  and  he  does  not  feel  oalled 
upon  to  t&e  any  further  notice  of  the 
mattor. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'OONNOB  asked,  was  not 
the  meeting  of  the  so-called  Irish  Loyal 
and  Patriotic  League  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resisting  such  changes  in  the 
relations  between  England  and  Ireland 
as  had  been  over  and  over  again  fore- 
shadowed by  the  Prime  Minister  ? 

Me.  CHAELES  EUSSELL:  I  am 
not  able  to  answer  that  Question,  as 
I  have  no  information ;  but  I  believe  it 
is  a  fact  that  the  meeting  was  presided 
over  by  a  noble  Duke,  who  is,  or  was,  a 
Member  of  the  Liberal  Party. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  IRISH  LIGHTS- 
LIGHTHOUSE  KEEPERS. 

Mb.  DONALD  SITLLITAN  asked 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trad[e, 
Whether,  in  Jul^  last,  the  lighthouse 
keepers  on  the  Irish  Coast  sent  in  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  a  peti- 
tion praying  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
scale  as  regards  pay  as  the  keepers  on 
the  Scotch  and  ^Ehiglish  Coasts ;  whether 
a  reply  has  since  been  returned  to  the 
petition ;  if  not,  on  what  ground ;  and, 
when  the  Commissioners  will  be  able 
to  make  up  their  minds  on  the  question, 
and  announce  the  result  ? 

The  PEESIDENT  (Mr.  MmroELU.) : 
The  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  last 
month  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 


tvt  statutory  sanotion,  a  pnopesal  £cw 

certain  iorreased  allowances  being  paid 
to  the  light  keepers  in  their  ser?ice. 
That  proposal  is  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Com- 
missioners have  been  asked  fpr  further 
details  and  information,  which  have  not 
yet  come  to  hand. 

AUSTBALU.  AND  HEW  ZEALAND- 

THE  PARCEL  POST. 

Mr.  SPENSLEY  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  "Whether  it 
is  contemplated,  at  an  early  date,  to  ex- 
tend the  facilities  of  the  Parcels  Post 
to  Australia  and  New  Zealand  ? 

The  SEOEETAEY  to  the  TEEA- 
8UET  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlee),  in  reply, 
said,  the  matter  was  under  considera- 
tion, the  Postmaster  Qenwal  having 
already  been  in  communication  witih  the 
authorities  in  Australia  and  New  Zea- 
land. It  was  hoped  an  answer  would 
shortly  be  received,  as  definite  proposals 
had  been  made  to  the  Colonial  Qovem- 
menta. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULART— THB 
FORCE  AT  MULLINGAB. 

Mb.  TUITE  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  there  is  at  present  in  the  town 
of  MuUingar  a  force  of  about  forty 
constabulary  occupying  two  separate 
barracks,  and  if  this  force,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population  of  the  town, 
4787,  together  with  the  peacefulneaa  of 
the  locality,  is  far  in  excess  of  what  is 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  order ; 
whether,  in  consideration  of  the  ab- 
sence of  serious  crime  generally  through- 
out the  entire  county  of  AVestmeath, 
the  extra  constabulary  force  will  now  be 
withdrawn  ixom  the  county,  and  the 
second  barracks  at  MuUingar,  which 
was  established  within  the  past  fire 
years,  abolished;  and,  whether  it  is 
true  that  the  said  force  at  MuUingar  is 
frequently  employed  by  the  county  in- 
spector and  other  constabulary  officers 
at  MuUingar  at  other  duties  than  those 
connected  with  the  constabulary  ser- 
vice ? 

The  chief  8ECEETAEY  (Mr.  Jomr 
Morley)  :  The  police  force  at  MuUingar 
consists  of  29  men,  and  it  is  not  con- 
sidered too  large  for  the  requirements 
of  the  place.  They  are  temporarily 
located  in  two  buildings  for  sanitary 
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reasons;  bat  it  Is  in  contemplation  to 
bnild  ft  new  permanent  barrack.  The 
extra  force  of  the  county  at  present 
numberB  36.  The  qaestion  of  reducing 
it  is  periodical! J  oonudered,  and  50  men 
hare  Deen  strookoff  ainefrAug^uat,  1884. 
It  is  not  considered  possible  to  make  a 
further  reduction  now.  I  am  assured 
that  there  are  no  grounds  to  suppose 
that  the  men  in  MuUtngar  are  impro- 
perly empli^ed. 

CBIUE  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND)— 
RIOT  AT  ARMAGH. 

Ua.  ALEXANDEB  BLAINE  aaked 
the  Chief  Seoretarj  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ir^hd,  Whether,  at  the  foot 
of  Scotch  Street,  Armagh,  on  the  night 
of  2Qd  February  1886,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
E.M.,  permitted  a  "loyal  minority" 
mob  to  collect  with  threats  and  menaces 
within  four  paces  of  the  Boyal  Irish 
Constabulary  under  his  command  with- 
out any  attempt  at  their  dispersal ;  and, 
whether,  in  consequence  of  his  neglect 
of  duty,  the  formation  of  the  Consta- 
bulary was  broken  up  by  the  mob 
assaulting  them  with  violence,  knocking 
some  of  them  down  and  kicking  their 
helmets,  breaking  the  teeth  of  others, 
ftc. ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  cause  the  removal  from  office 
of  Kr.  Hamilton,  B.M.,  and  District 
Inspector  Bailey  ? 

Thb  chief  SEOEETAET  ^Mr. 
Jomr  Mokley)  :  It  appears  that  a  dis- 
turbance took  place  in  Armagh  on  the 
night  of  the  2nd  instant,  consequent  on 
the  election  excitement ;  22  persons  have 
been  made  amenable,  and  will  appear 
before  a  Special  Court  of  Petty  Sessions 
to-morrow.  Elaborate  precautions  were 
taken  to  prevent  a  conflict  between  the 
opposing  parties,  and  this  was  happily 
oawoted.  Mr.  Hamilton,  B.M.,  was  not 
present  when  the  disturbance  arose,  and 
the  District  Inspector  was  on  duty  iu 
another  part  of  the  city,  but  arrived  on 
^e  scene  in  time  to  take  part  in  dis- 
persing t^e  crowd. 

CEIHE  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND)- 
MALICIOTJS  BURNING  AT  NEW- 
CASTLE  WEST,  CO.  UMEBICK— 
COMPENSATION. 

Ub.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Lime- 
riot,  Wut):  I  bea  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of 
Iiebind,  Whether  a  quantity  of  hay, 


the  property  of  Nicholas  Daroy,  of 
Churohtown,  Newcastle  West,  county 
Limerioki  was  burned  on  the  1st  of 
October  last,  and  if  it  is  true  Uiat  the 
property  of  Daroy  was  under  police 
protection  at  the  time ;  whether  a  claim 
for  oomprasation  for  the  loss  of  his  pro- 
perty, amounting  to  £540,  was  made  by 
Daroy  to  the  presentment  sessions  held 
at  Newcastle  West  on  the  SIstof  De- 
cember last,  and  if  the  application  was 
rejected  in  consequence  of  the  sworn 
testimony  of  a  man  employed  by  Darcy, 
named  John  Connors,  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  set  fire  to  the  hay,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  Bose  Darcy,  which  evidence  was 
corroborated  by  another  witness  named 
Jeremiah  McCarthy,  also  in  the  employ- 
ment of  Darcy  at  the  time  of  the  burn- 
ing ;  whether  Connors  was  subsequently 
arrested  and  charged  with  arson  at  a 
special  court  held  in  Newcastle  West  on 
the  4th  of  January  last,  before  Gol(mel 
Fersse,  BM.,  when  McCarthy  swore  to 
having  seen  Rose  Darcy  supply  Connors 
with  oil  and  matches,  and  mat  he  then 
set  fire  to  the  hay;  whether  Colonel 
Fersse  adjourned  the  court  to  the  1 1th  of 
January,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
Bose  Darcy  as  a  witness,  notwithstand* 
ing  a  strong  protest  made  by  Connors* 
solicitor  that  Bose  Daroy  was  equally 
amenable,  and  if  it  is  true  that,  on  the 
assembling  of  the  said  court  on  the  11th 
of  January,  the  prisoner  Connors  was 
not  produced  for  trial,  though  Colonel 
Fersse  and  Bose  Darcy  were  in  attend- 
ance ;  if  it  is  also  true  that,  later  on  the 
same  day,  Colonel  Fersse  attended  at 
the  county  gaol,  Limerick,  and  addressed 
the  prisoner  Connors  in  the  following 
terms,  viz. : — 

"  By  Bome  accident  you  were  not  forthcoming 
at  Newcastle  Weat  to-day,  where  I  went  to  dis- 

Eose  of  your  cate.  On  your  own  admission  you 
are  committed  a  Terr  gjare  offence,  hat  your 
admiseion  is  oontoadictorv',  and  yon  have  itated 
one  thin^  at  one  time  and  another  at  another. 
Tour  evidence  is  therefore  more  or  less  worth- 
less. The  other  who  states  to  having  seen  you 
commit  that  crime  I  aUo  look  spon  as  another 
worthless  witness.  I  look  upon  you  both  as 
tools  in  a  conspiracy  formed  against  Daroy  ;  a 
coDKoraoy  first  to  destroy  his  property,  lAter- 
•vsnia  to  deprive  him  of  compensation,  and, 
thirdly,  to  damage  his  character.  I  discharge 
you  now  for  this  offence  of  arson,  becaase,  as  I 
said  before,  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence, 
yoars  and  McCarthy's  being  worthless ;  and  I 
only  hope  that  the  authorities  will  see  their  way 
to  prosecute  yon  for  perjury,  of  which  doabtlras 

Eou  have  been  guilty,  and  I  only  hope  you  will 
B  brought  to  justice  for  it ; " 
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and,  whether  he  will  state  the  reaeon 
why  Oonaors  wae  not  produced  for  trial, 
and  if  the  ooarae  pnrsued  in  the  whole 
of  this  matter  by  Oolonel  Persse,  B.M., 
meets  with  the  approval  of  the  Govern* 
ment ;  and  if  steps  will  now  be  taken  to 
bring  the  persons  implicated  in  the  crime 
of  arson  to  trial,  or  otherwise  to  proceed 
against  Connors  and  MoCarthj  for  wilful 
and  corrupt  perjury,  of  which  crime  they 
hare  been  already  pronounced  guilty  by 
Colonel  Persse,  E.M.  ? 

Thh  chief  SECEETABY  (Mr.  Johk 
Moblbt)  :  I  am  informed  that  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Daroy  for  compensation  for  the 
burning  of  his  hay  is  about  being 
brought  before  the  Grand  Jury  at  the 
Limerick  Assizes ;  and,  pending  the  in- 
Tostigation  that  may  then  take  place,  I 
think  it  would  be  more  conrenient  that 
I  should  abstain  from  entering  into  the 
matters  involved  in  this  Question. 

SOUTH  AFRICA-SALE  OF  SPIRITS  IN 
BECHUANALAND. 

Sib  BOBERT  FOWLEB  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies, Whether  it  is  true  that  canteens 
for  the  sale  of  spirits  have  been  opened 
in  Bechuaualand  with  the  sanction  of 
the  authorities  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Mr.  Osbornh  Moeoan)  :  The 
sale  of  spirits  in  Beohuanaland  is  regu- 
lated by  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the 
Government  of  that  country,  issued  last 
year,  which  permit  licensed  dealras  to 
sell  liquors  to  Whites  at  fixed  places, 
but  prohibit  under  heavy  penalties  the 
sale  of  wines  and  spirituous  liquors  to 
Natives.  They,  however,  permit  the 
sale  oi  Caffire  beer,  beer,  or  ginger- 
beer,  or  like  liquor  to  Natives.  A 
clergyman,  the  Bev.  John  Brown,  has 
lately  objected  to  the  sale  of  ginger- 
beer,  as  well  as  other  beer ;  but  Sir 
Hercules  Robinson  has  replied  that  be 
allowed  such  sale  under  the  advice  of 
persons  who  had  had  practical  experience 
of  the  working  of  prohibitory  legislation, 
and  as  a  mode  of  averting  greater  evils. 
He  adds,  however,  that  the  practical 
working  of  the  regulation  in  question 
will  be  carefully  watched  by  Mr.  Ship- 
pard,  the  Administrator  of  the  country, 
as  well  as  by  the  officers  under  him ; 
and  should  further  experience  prove 
that  modifications  are  required  they  will 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  WilUm  Ahn^am 


ARMY  (DISOHARGED  ANT)  INVALIDED 
MEN)— CASE  OF  MICHAEL  HERON, 
IBT  ROYAL  IRISH. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
Michael  Heron,  late  of  Ist  Battalion, 
Royal  Irish  Regiment,  who  was  inva- 
lided and  sent  home  from  Afghanistan 
in  1 880  in  ooBBeqnence  of  an  injury  re- 
ceived during  active  military  asrnoe 
there,  has  been  discharged  as  unfit  forfor- 
ther  service ;  whether  all  permanent  pen- 
sion has  been  refused  to  him  ;  and,  whe- 
tiier  his  case  will  now  be  reconsidered  ? 

The  SECBETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
OAUPBXLL-BAinfEBicAH) :  The  man  re- 
ferred to  was  discharged  with  a  tempo- 
rary pension,  and  on  its  expiry  a  perma- 
nent pension  was  refused  him.  The  grant 
of  pensions  is  made  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Chelsea  Hospital,  who  ac- 
independently  of  the  Secretary  of  Statet 
and  in  my  experience  conduct  their 
business  with  great  care  and  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  soldier.  I  propose, 
however,  to  refer  the  case  to  them  for 
reconsideration. 

INLAND  REVENUE— CASES  OF  SMtJO- 
GLINO  IN  SCOTCH  PEER  FORESTS 

SINCE  1879. 

Mb.  MAODONALD  CAMERON 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Whether  he  will  furnish  a  Return  of  the 
number  of  smuggling  detections  made 
in  deer  forests  since  1879  ;  whether  Ex- 
cise officers  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty  have  a  right  of  entry,  of  search, 
and  of  way  over  deer  forests ;  and,  if 
not,  have  l^ey  hitherto  been  exceeding 
their  duty ;  and,  have  thexe  been  cases 
of  tenants  of  grouse  moors,  sheep  far- 
mers, and  oroftors  deforcing  Excise  offi- 
cers with  impuni^  ?   

The  CHANCELLOR  op  thb  BXCHE- 
QUER  (Sir  Wiluah  Haboouet),  in 
reply,  said,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
give  an  answer  quite  accurate  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question ;  but  he  be- 
lieved the  number  to  be  about  14  or  15. 
Customs  officers  had  the  right  of  search 
in  deer  forests  when  they  were  armed 
with  civil  warrants,  but  not  otherwise, 
for  the  detection  of  smuggling.  There 
had  been  no  case  of  tenants  of  grouse 
moors,  sheep  fanners,  and  crofters  de- 
forcing Excise  officers  with  impunity. 

Ub.  MAODONALD  CAMERON 
asked  whether  the  Exoiae  offioen,  when 
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tb^  made  the  15  deteotioBS  to  which 
the  light  hon.  Q^ntleman  alladed,  had 
saeh  TBirants  ?"  ^ 

Sm  WILLIAM  HABOOXJHT:  I  pre- 
snme  so,  otherwise  theSr  action  would 
hare  been  illegal. 

CBABIHY  COUIUSSIONEBS  —  fiOHBME 
FOB  CHBISTti  HOSf  ITAL. 

Mb.  BPENaiiEY  asked  the  Tioe 
Frendoit  of  ihe  Privy  Oaaihoil,  When 
the  Teviaed  adieme  of  the  Oharity  Oom- 
nuBsLoneTfl  for  the  admiDiBtration  of 
Christ's  Hospital  is  likely  to  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  Hoinse  ? 

The  vice  PBE8IDBNT  (Sir  Lyon 
FuTTxra) :  The  soheme  for  Christ's 
Hospital  has  not  yet  been  submitted  to 
the  £dneation  Department.  It  is  still 
under  the  consideration  of  the  CStarity 
OommissioneTS. 

MOEOCCO-STATJG  OF  THE  PRISONS. 

Mb.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  If 
he  has  seen  the  statements  in  TAs  Ohhe  of 
the  25th,  26th,  and  37th  January,  rela- 
tive to  the  ehocking  state  of  the  prisons 
in  Morocco,  and  we  cruelties  inflicted 
on  the  prisoners ;  and,  whether  he  will 
inquire  into  the  allegations,  and,  if  they 
tarn  out  to  be  well  founded,  whether  he 
will  oanse  repreeentations  to  be  made 
with  a  view  to  mitigaUng  the  sufferings 
of  the  unfortunate  prisoners  f 

Tna  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bbycz)  :  The  statements 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  have 
been  already  forwarded  to  Her  Mt^eety's 
Minister  in  Morocco  for  inquiry  and 
report.  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
not  received  any  very  recent  Rejports  re- 
Bpeoting  the  state  of  the  prisons  in 
Morocco ;  but  in  March  of  last  yeur 
Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Tangier  ad- 
dressed a  strong  representation  to  the 
Moorish  Qovemment  on  the  subject,  and 
at  his  suggestion  the  Representatives  of 
France,  0erma^,  and  Ital^  took  a 
similar  step.  The  Sultan,  in  oonse- 
quenoe  of  these  representations,  issoed 
an  Edict  directing  reform.  It  is  the  in- 
tention of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
continue  to  press  the  matter  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  Moorish  Govemment. 

IRELAND-DISTKESS  IK  WICKLOW. 
Mb.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
labouring  classes  in  the  town  of  Wick- 
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low  are  in  great  distreM  tea  want  of 
employment ;  whether  he  is  aware  tiiat 
in  1796  a  benevolent  lady.  Miss  Eaton, 
left  by  will  a  sum  of  money  for  estab- 
lishing a  woollen  factory  in  the  place, 
which  money  is  stilt  locked  up  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery;  and,  whether  any 
steps  can  be  taken  to  apply  it  for  the 
relief  of  the  existing  distress  in  the 
manner  intended  by  the  testatrix? 

The  OHIEP  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
Moblet)  :  No  report  has  been  made  to 
Government  as  to  the  existence  of  dis- 
tress among  the  labouring  classes  in  the 
town  of  Wicklow.  The  sum  of  money 
to  which  my  hon.  Friend  refers  was  left 
to  a  family  in  Cheshire  named  Gardiner, 
the  testatrix  bequeathing  the  residue 
of  her  estate  for  the  establishment  of  a 
woollen  factory  in  Wicklow.  The  par- 
ticular sum  cannot  become  remdue  until 
the  rights  of  the  olaimants,  of  whom 
there  are  36,  have  been  disposed  of; 
and  the  late  Attorney  General  gave 
directions  for  the  institution  of  a  Chan- 
cery suit  with  that  object.  I  believe 
there  is  also  a  further  legal  difficulty  as 
to  whether  the  gift  for  a  woollen  manu- 
factory can  be  regarded  as  a  charitable 
^ft  in  any  ciroumatanoeB. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)-OO.  MAYO. 

Mb.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  he  will  state  the  number  of  eviction 
notices  in  the  Sheriff's  hands  in  the 
AVestem  Division  of  the  county  of  Mayo? 

ThbOHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jomr 
Mobuct)  :  I  am  informed  that  the  num- 
ber of  eviction  notices  in  the  hands  of 
the  Sheriff  for  West  Mayo  is  nine. 

DISTRESS  (IRELAND) -WESTEBN 
ISLANDS. 

Mb.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  course  the  Government  intend  to 
pursue  in  order  to  aUeviate  the  distress 
and  save  the  people*  from  starvation  in 
the  islands  off  the  coast  of  Mayo  ? 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johh 
Moblbt)  :  My  attention  was  drawn  to 
the  state  of  affairs  in  some  of  the  islands 
off  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland,  imme- 
diately on  my  assumption  of  Office,  and 
I  have  since  given  the  subject  a  good 
deal  of  consideration.  Itisuiuortunately 
true  that  much  distress  prevails,  and  the 
situation  needs  to  be  carefully  watched ; 
hut  we  have  come  to  the  condunon  that 
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tfatf  Btate  of  afihira  ^tees  not  indicate  any 
pEMeoi  neoeeaity  for  ths  Q-ovemment  to 
supplement  the  provuions  of  the  law  for 
the  reliei  of  the  poor.  We  shall,  of 
course,  at  the  same  time  further,  hy  every 
means  in  our  power,  any  voluntary  effort 
that  may  made  to  ameliotate  the  oon- 
diti(Mi  of  these  islanders. 

FISHERY  PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRE- 
IiAND)— KNOOKLOW  HEAD,  GRANGE, 
CO.  SLIGO. 

Ma.  FETEB  U'DONALD  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ijord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If  he  has  received  any  re- 
ports or  applications  in  reference  to  the 

necessity  of  tto  erection  of  a  fishery  pier 
at  Knocklow  Head,  Grange,  county 
Sllgo ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  in  the  matter,  and 
order  a  report  thereon  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johk 
Mohlet)  :  The  hon.  Member  has  sent 
me  a  Memorial  on  this  subject,  which  I 
shall  refer  to  the  Fishery  Piers  and 
Harbours  Commission.  X  think  it  right 
to  say,  however,  that  the  Commissioners 
were  recently  obliged  to  decline  to  enter- 
tain a  similar  application  from  the  same 
locality,  owing  to  want  of  funds. 

OOMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  ADMINISTRA- 
TION-GUARANTEED  CAPITAL  OF 
BAILWATS. 

Ub.  LIONEL  OOHEN  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  Stato  for  India, 
Whe&er  the  system  under  which  money 
is  raised  in  this  Country  under  the 
guarantee  of  the  Secretary  of  Stato  for 
India  in  Council,  for  the  service  of  Indian 
Railways,  will  be  one  of  the  questions 
submitted  to  the  proposed  Committee  on 
Indian  Administration  ? 

Tbb  under  secretary  of 
STATE  (Sir  Uqhtrbd  Kat-Shuttlb. 
Tobth)  :  Due  notice  will  he  given  of  the 
terms  of  the  Referoace  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  it  would  be  premature  to 
give  answers  upon  particular  points 
such  as  those  raised  in  the  Question ; 
but  X  may  remind  the  hon.  Member  that 
there  vat  a  full  uid  elaborate  inquiry 
and  Bwort  of  a  Committee  of  this  House 
upon  Indian  Bailways  in  the  Session 
before  last. 

ARUT  (ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT)— 
MANUFACTURE  OF  SWORDS. 
CoLoiTEL  SAUS-SOHWABE  asked 
the  Surveyor  General  of  the  Ocdnanee, 

Mr.  John  MtrUy 


Whether  it  is  the  case  tiiat  only  cos 
English  contractor  is  employed  by  the 
"War  Office  for  the  manufacture  of 
swords;  what  sum  was  paid  to  him  for 
the  manufacture  of  the  1884  pattora 
Bwonds  which  have- already  been  with- 
drawn as  unserviceable ;  and,  whether 
this  oon tractor  was  himself  a  member  of 
the  War  0£Soe  Committee  whioh  de- 
signed this  award  of  unserviceable  pat- 
tern ?  He  would  ask,  also,  the  Under 
Secretary  of  Stato  for  foteign  Afikirs^ 
Whether,  as  the  Seoretary  of  Slate  for 
War  has  made  consideffabte  purdiaees  of 
swords  in  Gtomany,  he  will  direct  the 
Commeroial  Attaoh6  to  the  British  Em- 
bassies and  Legations  in  Europe  to  make 
a  full  report  on  the  manufacture  of  such 
purchases,  espeetally  with  r^ard  to 
quality,  cost  of  material,  and  cost  of 
labour  P 

Thb  surveyor  GENERAL  (Mr. 
W00DAI.L) :  It  is  the  case  that  only  one 
English  contractor  has  been  employed 
to  manufacture  swords;  but  practically 
there  is  only  one  firm  in  England  which 
was  at  t^e  time  in  a  position  to  execute 
very  large  orders.  The  unserviceable 
pattern  referred  to  was  that  of  1883,  not 
1884;  and  the  sum  paid  to  the  con- 
tractor for  swords  of  that  pattern  was 
£2,682  1«.  The  sword  in  question  was 
not  designed  by  a  Committee.  It  was 
submitted  by  the  Military  Authorities, 
and,  before  being  adopted,  was  exten- 
sively tried  by  several  Cavalry  regiments. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
will  allow  me  to  reply  to  the  next  Ques- 
tion which  stands  in  his  name.  The 
practice  of  the  War  Department  has 
been,  in  cases  where  orders  for  small 
arms  or  swords  have  been  entrasted  to 
manufacturers  at  home  or  abroad,  to 
have  the  works  inspeoted.by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  our  Royal  Small  Arms  Fac- 
tory. In  the  iostence  referred  to,  we  have 
been  satisfied  with  the  general  conditions 
uttdn  whioh  tiie  contract  is  being  exe* 
outed,  and  with  the  quality  prodnoed. 
Under  these  oirottmstanoes,  it  does  not 
appear  neeessa^  to  ask  the  aemstanoe 
of  the  Foreign  Offloe  Attaches. 

IBELAND-DtSTRESS  IN  AOHILL 
ISLAND. 

Mb.T.M.HEALY  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether,  in 
view  of  the  famine  in  the  Island  of 
A(^ill,  the  Government  propose  to  re- 
move tiie  teohnioal  obstacle  to  the  loan 
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for  the  building  of  tbe  bridge  ooross  the 
Sound,  so  as  to  give  work  to  theislaaders, 
in  ease  the  Board  of  Works  stiU  think 
legislation  is  necessary  before  the  money 
granted  can.  be  advanced  7 

Thb  BEOBETABY  to  the  TBKA- 
SUBY  (Hr.  H.  H.  Fovum),  in  repl;r, 
said,  he  had  made  inquiries  as  to  this 
matter,  and  found  that  the  technical 
obstacle  referred  to  had  been  removed. 
The  £1,600  was  not  lent  by  the  Board  of 
Works,  but  was  a  grant  made  by  the 
Fiers  and  Harbours  Oommissioners. 
Tbe  works  were  being  done  bycootraot, 
and  the  Government  would  do  its  best 
to  push  them  on.  He  had  written  a 
letter  that  day  on  the  subject. 

POST  OFPIOE  (IRELAND)— THB  POST 
ofpiob  at  tralee. 

Mb.  EDWABD  HAERINGTON 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  there  has  been  brought  under 
his  notice,  or  that  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  a  Copy  of  a  Memorial  addressed 
by  the  Tralee  Town  Commissioners  to 
the  lateFmtmaster  General,  representing 
the  necessity  for  tbe  erection  of  a  suit- 
able post  office  for  Tralee,  which  is  the 
chief  town  and  the  assize  town  of  the 
county  of  Kerry ;  and,  whether  he  can 

Sromise  that  anything  vill  be  done  in 
le  matter  7 

The  SEOBETABT  to  thb  TSEA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbb),  in  reply, 
said,  that  a  Memorial  was  received  in 
November  last.  No  time  would  be  lost 
in  the  matter;  but  it  was  not  yet  prac- 
ticable to  come  to  a  decision  as  to  the 
most  suitable  arrangement  to  provide 
aooommodation  in  the  town  referred  to. 

ETIOnOKS  (IRELANI>)-00.  TTBONE. 

Mb.  MATTHEW  KENNY  asked 
tiie  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lien* 
tenant  of  Ireland,  If  applioatton  has 
been  made  to  the  Irish  Government  for 
a  force  of  constabulary  to  aid  in  the 
eviction  of  seveniy  families  on  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  John  Stewart,  near  Carriok- 
more,  in  county  Tyrone  ;  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  landlord,  notwithstanding  the 
great  agricultural  depression,  has  re- 
fused any  abatement  of  rent  to  these 
tenants  \  and,  if  the  Government  will 
be  i>repared  to  institute  inquiry  into  the 
juBtiee  of  Sir  John  Stewart's  proceed- 
ings befiture  allowing  the  police  to  be 
VBM  in  oanying  them  into  exeoation? 


The  chief  SECBETFABY  <llr. 
Joav  Moblet)  :  Eviction  decrees  aguBBt 
26  — not  70  — families  <m  this  estwte 
have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Sheriff,  who  has  ap^ied  ftor,  a&d 
has  been  granted,  polios  protection 
when  serving  them .  I  understand 
the  landlord  has  declined  to  give  a 
reduction,  on  the  ground  that  the  ten- 
ants have  judicial  leases,  and  that  he  be- 
lieves them  to  be  able  to  pay.  The 
reduotiou  which  the  tenants  asked  was 
60  per  cent. 

ADMIBALTT-SALE  OF  SURPLUS  AND 
UNSJSaTICEABLE  8T0BBS. 

8iB  BOPEB  LETHBBIDGE  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther  among  the  surplus  and  unservice- 
able stores  to  be  sold  on  February  23rd 
at  the  Boyal  Arsenal,  Woolwich,  thrae 
are  3,000  pairs  of  new  horseshoes  and 
17  tons  of  horseshoe  nails;  why  these 
stores  have  been  condemned ;  and,  whe- 
ther they  are  wholly  of  British  manufac- 
ture, or  wholly  or  in  part  produced 
abroad  P 

The  SUEVETOB  GENERAL  op 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Woodall)  (who  re- 
plied) said,  that  a  new  pattern  horse- 
shoe with  rapropriate  naiu  had  recently 
been  introduced  after  full  trial.  It  was 
of  greatly  improved  constraotion  for 
field  service,  for  which  alom  JioirseshMs 
were  issued;  but  it  rendered  obsolete 
the  shoes  and  nails  on  hand,  which  had, 
consequently,  to  be  sold.  Those  being 
sold  were  aU  of  British  manufacture. 

GOMUITTEE  ON  INDIAN  ADMINIB. 
TRATION— PAT  OP  NATIVE  OFFI- 
CIALS. 

SiB  BOPEB  LETHBBIDaB  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  f6r  IndU, 
By  what  authority  and  at  what  date  the 

rule  wasintroduced  into  India  thatNative 
officials,  when  appointed  to  poets  usually 
held  by  Europeans,  should  draw  only 
two-thirds  of  the  usual  pay;  whether 
this  rule  has  not  operated,  in  the  case 
of  certain  Native  members  of  the  Bengal 
Subordinate  Educational  Service,  pro- 
moted for  exceptional  ability  and  merit 
to  the  Superior  Educational  Service,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  inflict  a  heavy  pecu- 
niary fine  on  them ;  and,  whether  this 
rule  will  be  submitted  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  intended  Committee  of  in- 
quiry into  Indian  adminiitration  X 

3  L  3 
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The  UNDEB  SEOBEXABY  (Sir 
TToHTBBD  KA.T-SBum£70ETH) :  The 
rale  was  first  adopted  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  Council  in  March,  IGSO,  and 
gasetted  in  India  in  June.  It  was  ex- 
tended to  the  graded  Eduoatiooal  Ser- 
vice in  May,  1882.  No  instance  has 
ooourred,  so  far  as  ve  know,  in  Bengal, 
but  one  has  occurred  in  Madras,  in 
which  salary  on  promotion  was  less  than 
that  previously  receiTed.  The  Govern- 
ment of  India  was  requested,  some  time 
ago,  to  consider  how  such  oocurrencee 
might  be  prevented.  But  there  are 
many  benefits  besides  increased  salary 
attendant  on  seooring  a  place  in  the 
graded  list ;  and  no  officer  need  accept 
promotion  unless  h;-  considers  it  to  be 
to  his  advantage. 

TRADE  AND  COUMEBOE-^TMPOBTS  OF 

BUTTER  AND  BTJTTERINE. 

Oaptain  field  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  he  will 
consent  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
Hoiue  a  Betum  showing  the  relative 
quantities  and  values  of  the  butter 
and  butterine,  or  other  substitutes  for 
butter,  imported  annually  into  this 
Country  ? 

TbbFBESIDENT  of  thb  BOABD 
(lb.  Mtjitoblla),  in  reply,  siUd,  that 
the  imports  of  butter  and  butterine  were 
diown  separately,  both  as  regards  quan- 
tities and  values,  in  the  monthly  ac- 
counts relating  to  trade  and  navigation 
which  were  presented  to  Parliament  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  they  would  be 
BO  shown  in  the  forthcoming  annual 
statement  of  trade  for  1885. 

EDTTOATION  DEFABTHEKT-ELBUEN. 
TABY  SCHOOLS— FBEE  EDUCATION. 

Kb.  COBB  asked  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council,  Whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  0o- 
vsrnment  to  introduce  in  the  present 
Session  any  measure  dealing  with  the 
question  of  free  education  in  elementary 
schools  ? 

The  vice  PBESIDENT  (Sir  Ltok 
Playfaik),  in  reply,  said,  that,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  having  issued  a 
Boyal  Commission  on  the  subject  of 
elementary  education  in  general,  it  was 
not  the  intention  to  deal  with  the  sepa- 
rate and  important  question  of  free 
ednoation  nntil  titey  knew  the  result  of 
the  labours  of  that  Oommission, 


SOUTE-EASTEEN  EUEOFE— GBEBCE 
AND  TURKEY. 

Mb.  BEENAED  COLERIDGE  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign Afifairs,  Whether,  seeing  that  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemment  have  thought  fit 
to  carry  on  Lord  Salisbuty's  po^cy  of 
using  the  British  Fleet  as  a  menace  to 
Greece,  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  have 
taken,  or  are  prepared  to  take,  any 
steps  to  satisfy  tne  claims  of  Greece  to 
an  enlargement  of  her  territory  ? 

The  tTNDEB  SECBETABY  (Mr. 
Betoe)  :  No,  Sir ;  Her  Maj  esty's  Go- 
vernment are  not  of  opinion  that  this 
would  be  a  favourable  moment  to  ap- 
proach the  Sultan  with  a  view  to  ob- 
taining from  him  a  eonoesaion  of  terri- 
tory to  Greece. 

COMMITTEE   ON    INDIAN  ADMINI8- 
TBATION— THE  COVENANTED  AND 
UNCOVENANTED  CIVIL  SERVICE. 
Me.  JAMES  MACLEAN  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Administra- 
tion will  be  authorised  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  abolishing  all  dis- 
tinctions between  covenanted  and  un- 
covenanted  servants  of  the  Grown  in 
India,  and  establishing  one  Civil  Ser- 
vice, with  a  uniform  system  of  promo- 
tion and  rates  of  pay  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Ughtred  KiT-SmiTTLKWOETH)  :  Due 
Notice  will  be  given  of  the  terms  of 
reference  to  the  Committee,  and  it  would 
be  premature  to  give  answers  upon  par- 
ticular points  such  as  those  raised  in  the 
Question. 

INDIA  (FINANCE,  &o.)— DEPRECIATION 
OF  SILVER. 

Mb.  JAMES  MACLEAN  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If 
he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  any  recent 
Despatches  from  the  Gbvemment  of 
India  on  the  continued  fall  in  the  prue 
of  silver,  and  its  effects  on  Indian  trade 
and  revenue  ? 

Thb  under  SEORETABY  (Sir 
UoHTEED  Kat-Shuttlewobth)  :  I  am 
not  at  present  able  to  say  whether 
Papers  can  be  laid  on  the  Table ;  but  I 
wiu  consider  it. 

ABHY  (AUZnJABT  VOBCEB)-TEE 

YOLUKTEEB  FOBOE. 
Mb.  HOWARD  TINOENT  asked 
file  Seeretoiy  of  State  fov  War,  If  Her 
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Majesty's  GoTernment  hare  decided  to 
recommend  an  increase  in  the  Capitation 
Grant  to  the  Volunteer  Force  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and,  if  proTision  will  be  made 
for  the  same  in  this  year's  Estimates? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
CAicFBELL-BAinmBUAN),  in  replv,  said, 
he  had  not  had  time  to  give  that  full 
consideration  to  this  subject  which 
would  enable  him  to  come  to  any  con- 
dnsion  upon  it.   

Me.  HOWABD  VINOBNT  said,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  answer  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  he  would  ^ive 
Notice  that  he  would,  on  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Volunteer  Force,  and  move  a  Besolution 
thereon. 

EOTAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY— EXTIIA 
POLICE  AT  CLONES  FAIR,  CO.  MONA- 
OUAN. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Is  it  the  fact  that,  on  2  Ut  January, 
a  force  of  fifty  extra  police  were  drafted 
into  Clones,  county  Monaghan,  to  attend 
the  market;  and,  was  wis  in  conse' 
qnence  of  a  sworn  information  that  there 
was  likely  to  be  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
who  swore  this  information ;  who  will 
pay  for  the  extra  police ;  has  the  appre- 
hended disturbance  arisen  inconsequence 
of  the  refusal  of  Sir  Thomas  Leonard's 
agent,  Mr.  Wrench,  to  weigh  pork  for 
every  person  willing  to  pay  toll,  as  the 
Court  of  Appeal  declared  was  his  duty  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  :  I  am  informed  that  a  force 
of  50  men  was  drafted  into  Clones  on 
the  Slst  nitimo,  in  consequence  of  infor< 
mation  having  reached  the  Government 
lliat  a  disturbance  of  the  peace  was 
likely  to  take  place.  No  cubarge  will  be 
made  against  the  county  or  district  in 
consequence.  It  is  stated  that  Mr. 
Wrench  did  not  refuse  to  weigh  pork 
for  anyone. 

CRIME  AND  GUTBAGE  (IRELAND)  — 
RIOT  AT  CLONES,  CO.  MONAGHAN. 
Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Why  none  of  those  who  broke  the 
windows  of  the  clergyman  and  other 
Catholics  in  Clones,  county  Monaghan, 
on  the  18th  December,  have  been  appre- 
hended or  brought  to  justice;  aaa,  is 
the  sfligwutt  in  oharge  of  the  police 


registered  as  a  Freemason  according  to 
law? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johh 
Morlet)  ;  I  must  ask  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  to  give  me  Notice  of 
this  Question,  which  only  appeared  on 
the  Paper  to-day. 

STATE  0FIRELAND-CHARGEAGAIN8T 
EMERGENCY  MEN  AT  CORNAPANE, 
00.  OAVAN. 

Hb.  BIGGAB  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
taiy  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  Constables 

Kelly  and  Clarkin,  on  protection  duty 
at  Comafane,  in  connty  Cavan,  on  the 
land  of  Adam  Johnstone,  detected  two 
emergency  men  in  harge  of  the  emer- 
gency cattle  on  the  same  land  in  the  act 
of  setting  £re  to  the  house  on  the  night 
of  the  17th*18th  instant;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  emergency  men  have  been 
arrested  and  will  be  brought  to  trial  ?  - 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
Mobley)  :  The  facts  are  substantially  as 
stated.  The  two  men  hare  been  anested, 
and  are  remanded  to  the  26th  instant. 

PITBLIO  HEALTH  ACT,  1875-REMOVAL 

OF  DEAD  BODIES. 

Mb,  J.  E.  JOHNSON-FERGUSON 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  a  prosecution  by 
the  Atherton  Local  Board  before  the 
Leigh,  Lancashire,  Bench  of  Magxs* 
trates,  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875  (88  and  39  Tic.  c.  S5),  section  126, 
for  the  removal  in  a  public  conreyanoe 
of  the  dead  body  of  a  child  who  died 
from  an  infectious  disorder,  without 
previously  notifying  to  the  owner  or 
driver  that  it  had  died  from  endh  a  die- 
order ;  that  the  magistrates  decided  that 
the  offence  was  not  one  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Act ;  that  tJieir  decision  has 
since  been  approved  in  The  Juttice  tf  th» 
Peace  of  January  80th  1886,  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms : — 

"Sub-section  2  imposeB  a  pdoalty  on  any 
person  who  exposes  asother  person  in  his 
charge,  while  the  latter  is  suffering  from  iofec- 
tiouB  disease.  Bat  a  dead  b<M^  is  not  a  person 
so  suffering.  We  were  at  first  iooUned  to 
think  that  sub-section  3  might  meet  the  case. 
But  we  are  of  opinion  that  a  dead  body  is  not  a 
thing  ejusdem  generis  with  bedding,  clothing, 
or  rags.  The  case  appears  to  discloie  an  onus- 
sioninthe  Aot; " 

and,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  hare 
the  Aot  amwded  ? 
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The  PEESIDENT  (Mr.  Joseph 
Ohahberlain)  said,  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  the  prosecution  in  ques- 
tion, and  he  had  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  dedsion  of  the  magistrates  was 
right,  and  that  the  word  "person"  in 
tbus  Act  did  not  include  a  dead  bodj, 
and  that  a  dead  bodj  was  not  a  thing 
$Jtudem  generit  with  "  bedding,  clothing, 
or  rags."  Under  these  circumstances, 
it  was  evident  that  there  had  been  an 
omission  in  the  Act ;  and  if  the  Act  came 
up  for  amendment  that  point  would  be 
noticed. 

DIBTKES8  IN  THE  METBOFOLIB- 
SOUTH  LONDON. 

Mb.  XHOBOLD  BOOEHS  asked 
tiie  Chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  lack 
of  employment  in  South  London,  there 
is  any  immediate  prospect  that  the  new 
road  from  Southwark  Bridge  Eoad  to 
St.  George's  Church,  for  which  it  ap- 
pears the  Board  of  Works  has  obtained 
powers,  will  be  taken  in  hand  and  com- 
pleted? 

Sis  JAMES  M'QABEL.HOGa.  in 
teply,  said,  the  property  required  for 
the  improvement  referred  to  had  been 
eiHier  cleared  away  or  purchased  by  the 
Board ;  and  on  the  completion  of  one  or 
two  outstanding  oasea  he  tmeted  that 
in  a  few  weeks  »om  that  date  the  Board 
would  be  in  a  position  to  remove  the 
remaining  buildings.  He  might,  per- 
haps, be  allowed  to  add  that  the  provi- 
sions introduced  into  the  Act  authorizing 
this  street,  as  to  re-housing  the  labour- 
ing classes,  created  a  great  and,  indeed, 
insuperable  difficulty  to  the  progress  of 
the  street,  and  that  the  difficulty  was  in- 
creased by  the  grant  of  powers  to  the 
South-Eaetem  Kailway  Company  in 
1882  to  take  for  their  line  various  pro- 
perties which  could  otherwise  have  been 
appropriated  to  re-housing  the  labour- 
ing classes. 

SPAIN— DIFFERENTIAL  DUTIES. 
Mb.  FOBWOOD  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  answer  No.  276,  given  by 
Mr.  0.  M.  Kennedy,  O.B.,  head  of  the 
Commercial  Department  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  before  the  Boyal  Commission  on 
Depression  of  Trade,  viz. — 

"  Tfaat  all  United  States  goods  .  .  .  now 
enter  Onba  and  Forto  Bico  at  l£e  same  ntto  of 


duty,  whatever  may  be  the  flag  of  the  veasel  in 
vhicji  they  are  bnm^t," 

is  correct ;  and,  if  so,  what  ia  the  date 
of  the  Treaty  or  agreement  under  which 
Spain  extended  to  British  ships  trading 
from  the  United  States  to  Cuba  and 
Porto  Bico  the  same  privileges  as  re- 
gards the  duties  on  merchandise  con- 
veyed by  them  as  were  obtained  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  vessels  bearing  their  flag,  in  their 
Treaty  of  Beciprocity  with  Spain  signed 
in  1884? 

The  UNDEE  SECEETABT  (Mr. 
Bbtce)  :  Mr.  C.  M.  Kennedy,  in  his  evi- 
dence before  the  Boyal  Commission  on 
Trade  Depression,  in  Ootober,  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  Spanish  Cbvem- 
ment  had  accepted  the  interpretation 
placed  by  the  United  States  Q^vem- 
ment,  as  they  informed  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Washington,  on  Article  1  of 
the  Commercial  Convention  of  1884 — 
namely,  that  it  applied  to  goods,  the 
products  of  and  proceeding  from  the 
United  States,  irrespective  of  the  flag 
under  which  they  might  be  carried.  No 
report  or  complaint  had  then  recently 
been  received,  and  none  has  been  since 
received  on  this  subject.  If  the  view 
above  expressed  is  incorrect,  and  the  hon. 
Member  will  request  parties  interested 
to  send  in  a  statement  showing  whether 
differential  rates  are  now  levied,  their 
representaticma  shall  receive  inomediate 
attention. 

IRELAND— THE  CITY  OF  CORE  STEAM 
PACKET  COMPANY-"  BOYCOTTING." 

Ix)ED  EBNEST  HAMILTON  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  I^rd  Lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  attempt  of  the 
South  of  Ireland  Cattle  Trade  Associa- 
tion to  ruin,  by  systematised  boycotting, 
the  City  of  Cork  Steam  Packet  Com- 
pany, in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of 
the  latter  to  commit  an  illegal  act;  and, 
whether  the  discretionary  power  which 
he  proposes  to  exercise  as  to  when  the 
Law  should  be  supported  applies  only  to 
agrarian  illegalities? 

Mb.  JOHN  O'CONNOB,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  same  subject,  asked,  Whether 
the  South  of  Ireland  Cattle  T^e  Asso- 
ciation were  not  exercising  their  legal 
right  in  sending  their  cattle  and  goods 
by  other  lines  Uian  those  established  by 
the  City  of  Cork  Steam  Faokst  Oom- 
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pany;  vhether  the  a&sooiation  having 
conGned  their  operations  to  the  members 
of  their  own  body  and  not  having  influ- 
enced or  intimidated  any  persona  outside 
that  body  could  be  said  to  have  infringed 
upon  the  rights  of  others  or  offended 
against  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and,  whe- 
ther it  was  possible  for  any  Minister  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  by  the  ez- 
erdse  of  any  discretionary  or  other 
power  to  compel  people  to  do  what  they 
nave  a  legal  right  not  to  do  ? 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
Mobxat)  :  Notice  of  the  Question  put  to 
me  by  the  hon.  Ifomber  who  has  just 
sat  down  only  reached  me  since  I  came 
into  the  House,  and  it  involves  a  point 
of  some  legal  nicety.  He  will,  therefore, 
excuse  my  answering  it  at  present.  As 
to  the  Question  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  have 
to  say  yes,  Sir ;  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  been  drawn  to  this  affair, 
and  orders  have  been  given  that  every 
possible  measure  should  be  adopted  to 
revent  persons  beiag  molested,  hin- 
ered,  or  intimidated  in  their  work.  As 
regards  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Ques- 
tion, which  is  not  very  intelligible,  the 
noble  Lord  appears  to  be  under  a  mis- 
conception. I  did  not  propose  to  ezer- 
oise  any  discretion  as  to  ^en  the  law 
should  be  supported,  but  as  to  how 
it  should  ^be'supported  in  tiie  particular 
oiroumstfrnoes  to  which  I  referred. 

HARBOURS  OF  REFUGE. 

Me.  CONYBEARE  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  a  Return 
might  be  laid  before  the  House  showing 
^e  places  where  harbours  of  refuge 
have  been  either  commenced  or  com- 
pleted by  private  enterprise  since  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  in  the  year 
1 8S9  recommending  the  outlay  of 
£400,000  on  such  National  works ;  and, 
whether  such  Return  can  be  presented 
to  the  House  bef(n:ethe  Motion  of  which 
the  honourable  Member  for  East  Leeds 
has  given  notice  on  the  same  subject 
comes  on  ? 

Tra?  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gxio- 
STONi) :  If  the  hon.  Member  will  have 
the  goodness  to  refer  to  the  lust 
Report  which  has  been  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  this  House,  in  the  year  18S8,  on 
the  Motion  of  a  right  hon.  Friend  of 
mine  who  now  holds  Office  under  the 
CxowDf  he  will  £nd  fiu£G,cient  for  his  pur- 
pose.. If  it  is  not,  and  he  will  give  infor- 
mfMfffk.  to  tiie  President  of  tiiie  Boexd  of 


Trade,  we  shall  see  what  can  be  done  as 
to  giving  further  information. 

OoLONEi.  NOLAN  asked  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Household,  "Whether  his 
acceptance  of  Office  precluded  him  from 
bringing  on  the  Notice  of  Motion  wh.ich 
stood  upon  the  Paper  in  his  name  with 
reference  to  harbours  of  refuge  ? 

The  COMPTROLLER  (Mr.  MaeJoM- 
BANZs),  in  reply,  said,  he  was  afraid 
that  the  Resolution  which  stood  in  his 
name  on  harbour  accommodation,  and 
which  he  bad  proposed  before  he  became 
Comptroller  of  the  Household  to  snb- 
mit  to  the  House,  was  hardly  of  such  a 
nature  that  he  could  hope  the  Govern- 
ment would  accept  it.  Therefore,  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  would  readily 
understand  that  he  did  not  wish  to  set  an 
example  of  insubordination,  and  to  ap- 
pear as  a  Teller  on  the  opposite  side  to 
his  hon.  Colleague  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury.  If,  however,  the  prediotions 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  oorrsct 
as  to  his  probable  tenure  of  Of&ce,  his 
hands  would  shortly  be  free  again,  and 
he  would  then  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  submitting  the  Resolution.  He 
could  only  say  tiiat  he  would  lose  no 
opportunity  in  his  power  of  presaiiig  a 
subjeot  whidi  had  Deen,  and  still  was, 
of  the  deepest  interest  to  him. 

BURHAH— THE  BRITISH  AUTHORnTES 
—MILITAKY  EXECUTIONS— THB  PRO- 
VOST MARSHAL. 

Dh.  CAMERON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Tinder  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  he  can  give  the  House  any 
further  infbrmatton  as  to  Colonel  Hooper, 
the  FtoTost  Marshal  at  Mandal^? 

Thb  TTNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  TJohteed  KAy-SHurria- 
worth)  :  Since  my  answer  to  my  hon. 
Friend's  Question  last  night,  I  may  tell 
him  that  a  further  communication  has 
reached  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the 
Viceroy.  I  am  now  able  to  state  that  the 
Viceroy's  original  instructions  to  General 
Prendergast  of  January  2<3  were,  after 
referring  to  the  facts,  as  follows : — 

"I  cannot  believe  the  foregoing  Btatement 
true.  In  my  opinion,  if  there  is  any  primd 
facie  evidence  against  the  officers  in  question, 
they  should  he  at  once  suspended,  and  if  guilty 
they  should  be  subject  to  the  Bsverut  penalties 
at  your  disposal.  I  hope  you  will  nndentand 
the  gravity  of  the  circumstances  to  which  I 
have  called  your  attention." 

I  may  rpmind  tjie  House  that  the  ool^oon- 
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seqndooes  to  the  ProvoBt  Marshal  of  Sir 
Harry  Frenderc^ast's  action  vere  a  cen- 
sure and  the  loss  of  preferment  the 
ProvoBt  Marshal  would  otherwise  have 
received.  Lord  Dufferin  shares  Lord 
Kimberlej's  dissatisfaction  at  the  re- 
sults of  Sir  Harry  Prenderf^ait's  in- 
quiries. After  considering  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  Secretary  of  State  has 
telegraphed  to  the  Viceroy,  reoommsnd- 
ing  in  the  following  terms  a  court 
martial ; — 

*'I  am  of  opinion  that  If  year  Jodf^  Advo- 
cate Omeral  adriaei  that  e1ia^:eB  can  be  hamed 
■gaiiift  Ookmel  Hooper  sti^  should  he  takui 
Beoordini^y." 

MOTIONS. 


mPEBIAL  REVENUE  (IREIAND  AKD 
GEEAT  BRITAIN). 

BESOLUTION. 

Sia  JOSEPH  M'KENNA,  in  rising 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
inequality  of  Imperial  Taxation  on  Ire- 
land ;  and  to  more  for  a — 

"  Return  of  the  Gross  Imperial  Eerenae  of 
Ireland  derived  from  taxation,  and  of  the  Fopn- 
Ution  of  Ireland  for  the  years  1851,  18SI,  1871, 
and  1681,  and  a  like  Return  for  Great  Britain 
for  the  same  years,  being  in  both  cases  a  con- 
tinuation, in  uke  form,  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  407,  of  Session  1674," 

said,  he  noticed  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber (Sir  George  Campbell)  had  given 
Notice  to  insert  "Scotland"  instead  of 
''Ireland  ;  "  but  he  begged  to  say  that 
if  the  hon.  Member  made  out  his  case 
for  Scotland  against  the  rest  of  Great 
Britaiil  that  would  only  strengthen  the 
Irish  case.  When  he  had  last  addressed 
the  House  on  the  subject  of  the  unequal 
incidence  of  Imperial  taxation  on  Ire- 
land as  compared  with  Great  Britain  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  then,  as  now,  at 
the  head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  had  heard  what  he  had 
to  say  on  the  subject — or,  at  least,  heard 
all  he  had  said,  for  his  (Sir  Joseph 
M'Kenna's)  speech  was  not  concluded 
when  it  appeared  fit  to  the  officials  of 
the  Government  whose  duty  it  was  to 
*'  keep  a  House  "  or  permit  *'  a  Count 
out,"  to  allow  the  latter  alternative  to 
be  availed  of.  There  was  not  so  much 
danger  of  a  similar  catastrophe  to-night ; 
and  yet  he  would  ask  hon.  Members 
for  English  and  Scotch  constituencies  to 
give  some  attention  to  the  case  he  was 
about  to  submit,  as  it  was  the  key  to 

Sir  UghM  Kaj/ShuttUmrth 


understanding  many  things  ecmnected 
with  Ireland  which  at  first  sight  did  not 
appear  to  be  connected  with  Imperial 
taxation.  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
accuse  any  particular  Party  or  States- 
man of  intentional  injustice  to  Ireland 
in  the  matter  of  Imperial  taxation.  He 
should  content  himself  by  exhibiting  the 
case  as  it  stood,  showing  by  Parlia- 
mentary Betums  how  the  taxation  of 
Ireland  had  been  in<areased,  and  by  what 
proportions,  decade  by  decade,  sinoe 
1841,  in  the  face  of  a  waning  popula- 
tion ;  whilst  in  the  case  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, notwithstanding  a  vast  increase  of 
population  and  wealth,  and  the  natural 
and  consequent  increased  charge  for 
carrying  on  the  Business  of  the  State, 
the  taxation  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
so  regulated,  and  the  Beveaue  so  hus- 
banded in  her  favour,  that  tiie  pressure 
of  taxation  had  been  eontinuoufdy 
lightened,  so  that  as  the  taxes  increased 
in  actual  amount  their  pressure— whe- 
ther measured  by  the  growing  wealth  of 
the  country  or  by  their  incidence  in  re- 
spect to  each  head  of  the  population — 
was  less  in  1871  than  in  1841,  1811,  or 
1861 ;  and  he  believed  it  would  be 
equally  ^wn  that  the  pressure  bo  mea- 
sured was  still  less  in  1881  for  (}reat 
Britain.  Before  he  entored  on  the  de- 
tails of  this  comparison,  he  was  bound 
to  explain  wherein  consisted  the  injus- 
tice of  the  disparity  of  taxation.  Adam 
Smith  laid  down  in  his  Treatise  on  Tha 
Nature  and  Cautea  of  the  Wealth  of  Nationt 
(Book  v.,  Chapter  2)  this  proposition, 
which  had  never  been  contested— 

"  The  subjects  of  every  State  ought  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  support  of  the  GoTemment, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  abiUties— that  is,  in  proportion  to 
the  TBTenae  which  tiiey  respectirelr  eqjojr 
under  the  protectiim  of  the  Btate.  The  ez- 
ponse  of  government  to  the  individuals  of  a 
great  nation  is  like  the  expense  of  management 
to  the  joint  tenants  of  a  great  estate,  who  are  all 
obliged  to  contribute  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  interests  in  the  State.  In  the  ob- 
servation or  negleot  of  this  maxim  ooniriits 
vh&t  is  called  the  equality,  or  inequality,  of 
taxation.*' 

That  maxim  in  the  case  of  Ireland  had 
been  for  the  last  30  years  grievously 
violated.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  Par- 
liamentary Return  of  the  7th  of  August, 
1874,  which  gave  the  Revenue  derived 
from  taxation  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land at  the  decennial  periods  1841,  18S1, 
1861,  and  1871,  furnished  by  the  Tre«- 
swy,  by  Order  of  l&ia  HouBe,  on  ha» 
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(Sir  Joseph  M'E^enna's)  Motion.  The 
year  1841  was  included  in  that  Beturn 
in  order  that  the  House  might  have,  in 
jnztapontion,  the  tasation  of  Ireland, 
before,  as  well  as  after,  the  Famine  of 
1846.  The  gross  Imperial  taxation  of 
Ireland  in  1841,  with  a  population  ex- 
oaeding  8,000,000,  was  £3,907,338.  The 
Irish  people  were  not  ligh^y  taxed, 
then,  bat  heartly  taxed,  having  regard 
to  actual  ability.  Nevertheless,  41  years 
after  the  Union,  measured  by  popula- 
tion, the  taxation  was  9a.  &^d.  per  head, 
and  no  more.  The  Imperial  taxation  of 
Ireland  in  1851  did  not  recede  as  com- 
pared to  1841,  although  the  population 
was  reduced  from  8, 1 75, 124  to  6, 563, 885. 
The  taxation  of  Ireland  in  1851  was 
£4,006,711.  One  should  rather  have 
expected  a  reduction.  Be  founded  no 
complaint  on  that,  however ;  he  merely 
asked  hon.  Members  to  bear  in  mind 
that  51  years  after  the  Union  the  Im- 
perial taxation  of  Ireland  stood  at 
£4,000,000  sterling.  Owing  to  the  de- 
crease of  population  over  which  this 
taxation  had  to  be  distributed,  the  in- 
ddence  measured  per  head  rose  from 
99.  t\d.  in  1841  to  ^d.  in  1851.  The 
next  decade  showed  more  astonishing 
figures.  Between  1851  and  1861  the 
Imperial  taxation  of  Ireland  was  raised 
from  £4,006,711  to  £6,420,378,  an  awful 
bound,  quite  60  per  cent  increase  of  the 
burden ;  but  a  still  greater  increase 
when  measured  by  each  head  of  the 
diminished  population  which  had  to 
bear  it,  for  it  ehowed  an  advance  from 
12f.  2^d.  to  £1  2«.  \^d.  per  head,  being 
about  75  per  cent  in  the  decade.  Be- 
tween 1861  and  1871  the  Imperial 
taxation  of  Ireland  inoreased  from 
£6,420,000  to  £7,086,503,  which  showed 
an  increase  of  75  per  crat  as  compared 
to  the  amount  at  which  it  stood  20  years 
before ;  but  this  increase,  operating  on 
a  still  diminishing  population,  raised  the 
inoidenoe  for  each  head  of  the  popula- 
tion from  12>.  2^d.  in  1851  to  £1  6<.  U. 
in  1871,  an  increase  in  the  20  years  of 
1 20  per  cent.  And  be  ventured  to  say 
that  when  they  obtained  the  Eetum 
which  he  now  looked  for,  it  would  be 
shown  that  owing  to  the  diminution  of 
the  jK>pulation — even  thoo^  the  groaa 
taxation  had  ceased  to  ascend — ^tbat  the 
increase  of  taxation,  as  measured  per 
head  of  the  population,  had  grown  still 
more  severe.  He  (Sir  Joseph  M  'Kenna) 
had  adverted  to      rule  laid  down  \ij 


Adam  Smith,  that  taxation  should,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  be  levied  on  the  sub- 
jects of  a  State  in  the  ratio  of  the  in- 
comes which  they  enjoyed  under  its 
protection.  That  principle  applied  in 
strongest  force  to  iEmpiTes  mMe  up  of 
several  Nationalities,  and  where  the 
posBesBions  of  an  entire  people  might  he 
measured  with  approximate  aoeurac^. 
How  that  principle  had  been  set  at 
nought  in  the  case  of  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain  he  expected  to  make  very  deu. 
In  1851  the  Imperial  taxation  of  Ire- 
land was,  as  compared  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  as  one  to  12.  In  1861, 
owing  to  the  disproportionately  inoreased 
levy  of  Imperial  taxation  in  Ireland,  the 
proportion  of  the  Irish  contribution  was 
raised  to  that  of  one  to  nine.  In  1871, 
owing  to  the  still  further  increase  of 
Imperial  taxes  on  Ireland,  the  propor- 
tion was  raised  to  that  of  one  to  eight. 
Since  then,  so  far  as  Ireland  was  con- 
cerned, there  had  not  been  a  vefltig*  of 
reliet  or  amelioration  of  any  kind.  A 
Ketum  obtained  by  the  hon.  Msmber 
for  Stafford  (Mr.  McLaren)  in  1884,  to 
which  he  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna)  should 
again  have  occasion  to  refer,  would  show 
that  for  the  year  ended  March,  1888,  the 
Imperial  taxation  levied  off  Ireland  only 
amounted  to  a  sum  equal  to  1-lOth  of 
Great  Britain ;  but  no  burden  had  been 
struck  off  Ireland  in  the  meantime. 
That  country  had  simply  broken  down, 
and  her  purchasing  powers  had  fallen 
away  in  the  ratio  of  the  diminution  of 
the  population  since  1871.  He  (Sir 
Jose^  M'Kenna)  should  now  elucidate 
the  unfairness  of  the  increase  of  the 
taxation  in  Ireland  by  showing  what 
was  the  course  of  things  in  Gbeat  Bri- 
tain in  respect  to  Imperial  taxation 
within  the  period  1841  to  1871.  The 
taxation  of  Great  Britain,  measured  re- 
latively to  each  head  of  the  population, 
was— in  1841,  £2  9«.  9irf. ;  in  1851, 
£2  Is.  A\d.;  in  1861,  £2  9$.  ^i;  in 
1871,  £2  4«.  l^d. — showing  a  decrease 
of  1 1  per  cent  in  the  incidence,  as  mea- 
sured in  respect  to  each  head  of  the 
population,  between  1 841  and  1871. 
When  the  like  test  was  applied  to  the 
taxation  of  the  population  of  Ireland,  it 
was  found  that  it  had  been  augmented 
from  9«.  ^\d.  per  head  in  1841  to 
£1  6<.  2^d.  in  1871,  an  increase  of  176 
per  cent,  mark,  during  the  very  same 
period  when  the  pressure  of  taxation 
was  rednoed  11  per  cent  in  respeot  to 
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each  head  of  the  population  of  Oreot 
Britain.  But,  then,  he  (Sir  Joeeph 
M'Keima)  had  heeu  told  that  the  taxa- 
tion for  each  head  of  the  population  of 
Qreat  Britain  etUl  greatlj  exoeeded  the 
taxation  in  respect  of  each  head  of  the 
population  of  Ireland.  Yes,  trulj;  and 
the  taxation  in  reepeot  to  each  head  of 
the  population  of  Ireland  was  five  times 
08  great  as  the  taxation  in  respect  to 
each  head  of  the  population  of  India ; 
but  that  did  not  prore  that  the  Indian 
population,  was  not  more  heavily  taxed 
than  the  Irish,  for  taxatitm  had  to  be 
estimated,  and  ought  to  be  levied,  in 
proportion  to  wealth,  and  not  in  the 
ratio  of  numbers.  He  (Sir  Josei^ 
H'Kenna)  had  adduced  the  comparison 
of  the  taxation  in  respect  to  the  popula- 
tions of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland 
eimplj  to  show  that  in  regard  to  Great 
Britain  it  had  demonstrated  progressive 
aUeviation,  and  in  respect  to  Ireland  an 
extraordinarily  progressive  increase  of 
burden.  As  to  the  relative  powers  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  sustain 
taxation,  he  should  be  more  specific 
pesentlj.  There  was  nothing  which 
ne  then  adduced  that  had  not  been 
within  the  knowledge  of  Parliament  for 
more  than  10  years ;  but  the  le^ttmate 
orgnmeats  based  thereon  had  been 
met  with  every  form  of  evasion.  One 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  a  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  now  adorned  the 
Upper  House,  had  the  temerity  to  say 
that  Ireland  was  not  taxed  at  all,  but 
individuals,  no  doubt,  were  taxed  who 
happened  to  reside  in  Ireland;  but 
their  taxation  must  have  been  just  and 
fair,  because  the  same  tariff  was  applied 
in  respect  to  the  same  articles,  whether 
consumed  in  Ireland  or  in  Great  Britain, 
and  BO  he  disposed  of  all  grievance, 
ignoring,  or  affecting  to  ignore,  the 
fact  that  tmless  the  habits  of  the  dif- 
ferent nations  constituting  the  United 
Kingdom  were  identical,  and  their  rela- 
tive wealth  equal,  the  fact  of  identity  of 
impost  or  duty  appl3riDg  to  the  articles 
tiiey  all  more  or  leas  consumed  afforded 
no  guarantee  whatever  for  the  equality 
of  their  taxation.  Another  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  had  also  been  trans- 
lated to  the  same  convenient  haven, 
whilst  admitting  the  general  facts,  and 
that  a  case  of  disparity  had  been  made 
out,  raised  this  phantom  of  an  argn- 
ment — ^that  he  doubted  whether  it  might 
not  be  shown  that  great  disparity  existed 
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in  the  incidence  of  taxation  in  one  dis< 
trict  of  England  as  compared  to  another ; 
and  80  he  generalised  that,  because  some 
disparity  might  exist  between  one  part 
of  England  and  another,  nothing  was  to 
be  done  to  mitigate  the  disparity  of 
taxation  between  Great  Britain  as  a 
whole  and  Ireland  as  a  whole — ^not 
even  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  or  a 
Select  Committee  was  naeessaiy.  Not 
the  slightest  attempt  was  made  to  show 
why  the  taxation  of  Ireland  should  be 
increased  £3,000,000  a-year  eontem- 
ponueously  with  a  deorease  of  3,000,000 
of  &e  population  of  the  onfortunate 
countiy ;  and  so  things  had  gone  on 
from  bad  to  worse,  redress  appearing 
impossible.  All  that  time  there  had 
been  great  sympathy  in  England  with 
any  foreign  Nationality  or  State  which 
rebelled  against  its  Sovereign  or  Suze- 
rain. There  was  slight  heed  for  Ire- 
land calling  out  in  her  distress  whilst 
her  people  were  flying  from  her  shores. 
But  the  House,  as  at  present  constituted, 
would  expect  him  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenua) 
on  this  oooasioa  not  merely  to  poant  out 
the  fiscal  results,  but  to  show  how  the 
injustioe  of  which  he  complained  had 
been  earned  outi  and  partieulurly  to  show 
how  it  was  possible  that  a  ooDun<».  tariff*, 
applicable  with  dmilar  duties  to  Qreat 
Britain  and  Ireland,  should  favour  the 
former,  and  work  out  conspicuous  injus- 
tice to  Ireland.  He  would  explain  all 
this,  not  exhaustively,  but,  he  hoped,suffi- 
ciently.  The  greatest  source  of  Eavenue 
in  the  United  Kingdom — of  the  many 
which  existed — was  'that  which  might 
be  generalized  under  the  head  of  ' '  Taxes 
on  Alooholio  Beverages."  These  were 
not  regulated  according  to  any  scientific 
principle.  If  it  were  so,  they  would, 
doubtless,  be  taxed  equally,  having  re- 
gard to  the  quantity  of  alcohol  contained 
in  each.  The  disparity  of  duties,  how- 
ever, in  respect  to  alcohol  was  not  of  re- 
cent origin ;  but  the  nature  of  the  dlspa- 
rity  had  been  in  our  own  times  alterod, 
and  this  alteration  had  been  made  so  as 
to  give  England  the  greatest  advantage, 
and  to  press  with  extreme  and  exhaustive 
severity  on  Ireland.  From  1840  up  to 
the  year  1880,  with  a  slight  interval,  the 
Halt  Duties — which  were,  in  faot,  the 
duties  on  brewers'  drinks,  ale,  porter, 
and  beer — had  been  levied  at  the  rate  of 
28.  S^d.  a-bushel  on  the  dry  malt.  There 
bad  also  been  a  duty  on  hops^  another 
ingredient  of  beev;  but  h^  vian)^  ^9 
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no  farther  notice  of  that  duty  at  present, 
bat  content  himself  by  saying  that  the 
duty  was  in  its  result  equal  to  a  tax  of 
2i.  a-gallon  on  the  alcoholio  equivalent 
of  eveiy  gallon  of  proof  spirits  contained 
in  the  beer.  Bince  that  time,  in  1880, 
the  Malt  Duty  had  been  repealed,  and  f  or 
it  vas  Bubstituted  a  duty  on  the  brewed 
liquor  computed  according  to  its  alcobolic 
strength.  When  the  right  hon.  Gontle- 
man  now  at  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's 
GoTemment  (Mr.  Gladstone)  carried  the 
measure  for  commutfttion  of  the  Malt 
Doty  into  a  Liquor  Duty,  he  exposed 
the  fact  that  the  duty  on  the  English 
national  beverage  of  beer,  porter,  and 
ale  was  only  2t.  in  respect  to  the  alco- 
holio equivfdent  of  every  gallon  of  proof 
spirits  contained  in  the  brewed  drink. 
Everyone  would  agree  that  in  that  case 
there  had  been  an  enormous  disparity  in 
the  tax  on  alcohol  where  brewers'  drinks 
constituted  the  chief  popular  beverage, 
aa  they  did  in  England,  oontiasted  with 
the  duty  of  10«.  a-gallon  on  the  Irish 
popular  bererage,  to  which  it  had  been 
raised  from  28.  6d.  a-gallon,  the  rate  of 
duty  in  1863.  Kow,  they  had  to  conuder 
the  e£feot  of  the  increase  of  the  Spirit 
Duty  from  '2s.  8rf,  a-gallon  to  10*.  a- 
gallon  between  1853  and  1871.  The 
effect  of  the  increase  of  duty  would  be 
illustrated  by  the  following  fact,  shown 
bytheHetarninhishandiif  carefullyez- 
amined.  From  a  popxilation  reduced  by 
1,140,000  souls,  and  in  spite  of  a  re- 
duced consumption  of  1,700,000  gallons, 
there  was  extracted  £2,300,000  more 
tax  on  this  one  article  in  the  year  1871 
than  in  1851.  .That  was  a  contempo- 
raneous relief  of  so  much  to  England. 
Every  additional  pound  levied  off  the 
people  of  belaud  went  as  palpably  in 
relief  oi  English  tazpayera,  or  in  reduc- 
tion of  the  National  Debt,  as  if  the 
amount  had  been  levied  Ireland  as  a 
rate  in  aid  or  a  war  ransom.  Some 
people  were  surprised,  or  affected  to  be 
surprised,  for  some  years  past  that 
things  had,  so  to  say,  broken  down  in 
Ireland,  and  that  there  had  been  an  up- 
rising against  rent.  He  (Sir  Joseph 
M'Eenna)  was  certainly  not  surprised, 
except  that  all  that  had  not  occurred  in 
Ireland  many  years  before.  In  no  part 
of  Burope,  or  of  the  world,  so  far  as  he 
knew,  did  so  monstarous  a  system  of  fiscal 
injustice  prevail  as  titie  fiscal  system  of 
the  Unitod  Kingdom  in  its  bearing 
oa  IralAttd.  He  {&xJ<mgk  If'SMina) 


attributed  no  mtU.ignant  design  to  any- 
one ;  he  left  it  for  those  who  were  curious 
on  such  matters  to  determine  whether 
the  permanent  officials  of  the  Treasury 
in  former  years,  or  the  Statesmen  who 
held  Her  Majesty's  Seals  of  Office,  irere, 
or  had  been,  the  real  authors  and  in- 
ventors of  the  system.  But  see  in  what 
it  hi^  eventuated.  In  extracting  an 
annual  amount  of  Imperial  taxation 
from  Ireland,  whit^,  measured  by  in- 
come, would  require  an  Income  Tax  of 
d«.  Sd.  in  the  pound  to  commute  it,  whilst 
to  commute  the  whole  Imperial  taxa- 
tion of  Great  Britain  into  an  Income 
Tax  would  only  require  a  rating  frac- 
tionally in  excess  of  2t.  6d.  on  identical 
Schedules  to  those  of  Ireland — he  oonld 
give  the  precise  computations,  but  that 
he  feared  to  weary  the  House,  whose 
indulgence  he  had  already  trespassed 
upon.  There  had  been  a  Return  ob- 
tained a  few  Sessions  before  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stafford  (Mr.  M'Laren), 
which  purported  to  give  the  actual  and 
relative  contributions  to  Beventte  by 
taxation  of  each  of  the  three  countries 
constituting  the  United  Kingdom.  By 
thatEetnm  it  appeared  that  £e  Bevenne 
raised  by  taxation  in  Ireland  equalled 
in  amount  I-lOth  of  the  sum  raised 
by  taxation  in  Great  Britain  for  the 
year  ending  Slst  March,  1883.  He  (Sir 
Joseph  M'Kenna)  assumed  that  Betum 
to  be  accurate.  But  what  did  it  show? 
That  Ireland  paid  Imperial  taxation 
equal  to  1-lOth  of  the  amount  paid  by 
Great  Britain,  when,  in  fact,  on  former 
statements  of  equal  authority,  her  fair 
proportion  would  have  been  1-1 8  th  or 
l-20th;  and  when  that  very  Betum 
showed  that  for  the  year  it  dealt  with — 
to  Slat  March,  1833— the  taxation  of 
Ireland,  measured  by  the  Income  Tax, 
should  have  been  only  the  l-33nd.  The 
proportion  of  the  relative  ability  of  Ire- 
land to  bear  taxation,  estimated  as 
l-20th  of  that  of  Great  Britain,  he 
might  shortly  state,  was  taken  from  a 
Treasury  Betum  of  24th  April,  1882, 
which  showed  that  each  penny  Income 
Tax  for  Ireland  yielded  £95,000  only, 
whilst  that  of  Great  Britain  was  set 
down  in  the  same  Treasury  Return  as 
£1,946,000  for  each  penny,  a  sum  20 
times  lai^er  Uian  the  penny  yielded  for 
Ireland.  But  whilst  revolving  all  those 
oompntations  and  considerations  in  his 
mind,  after  a  series  of  denials  from 
fleveraL  OhanoaUors  of  the  Exoheqaer 
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thai  there  was  really  any  thine;  abnormal 
in  the  incidence  of  Imperial  taxation, 
after  hearing,  ad  naiutam,  that  Ireland 
was  a  favoured  nation,  treated  with 
more  than  sisterly  self-sacrificingf  affec- 
tion by  Great  Britain,  spared  some — 
albeit  trifling — taxes  which  England 
aid,  but  at  any  rate  saved  something, 
e  (Sir  Joseph  M'Eenna)  read  in  the 
colamns  of  a  morning  paper  a  letter 
which  he  beliered  to  be  from  the  highest 
official  statistioal  authority  in  the  eer* 
vice  of  the  Qovemment,  which  letter 
oonfesaed  all  that  had  been  hitherto  de- 
nied. This  wasfrom  the  letter  of  "  Eco- 
nomist" (Mr.  Giffen)  in  T&t  Daily  Ntwi 
of  the  6th  of  this  present  mouth  (Feb- 
ruary, 1886)— 

"  At  present  Ireland  pays  more  ia  taxes  than 
her  fair  share,  comparing  her  resources  with 
those  of  Great  Britain.  The  figures  are  not 
quite  certain  ;  but  the  Irish  taxpayer  appears  to 
contribute  £6,700,000  a-year  to  the  Imperial 
Exchequer,  whereas  his  proper  contribution 
ought  not  to  be  more  than  half  of  that  sum." 

"  Economist  "^(Mr.  Giffen)  then  went 
.  on  to  say  that  Ireland  had  more  than 
her  proper  proportion  spent  upon  her. 
These  were  his  words — 

"  The  Imperial  Exchequer  thus  gets  out  of 
Ireland,  in  the  first  place,  about  £3,200,000 
more  than  iti'ought  to  get,  and  then  spends 
upon  the  internal  admimBtration  of  Ireland  the 
wliole  amount." 

And  then  he  fairly  went  on  to  say — 

"  The  expenditure  does  not  benefit  Ireland 
as  it  ought  to  do ;  but  neither  does  Great  Bri- 
tain gain." 

He  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna)  did  not  com- 
plain of  these  addenda;  but  he  might 
remark  that  the  chief  expenditure  on 
the  Imperial  Establishments  in  Ireland, 
save  for  the  convenience  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, might  as  well  be  made  elsewhere 
—in  Malta  or  Cyprus — except  to  the 
extent  of  £1,000,000  or  £1,600,000 
a-year.  The  feeding  and  lodging  and 
clothing  of  the  Army,  the  outlay  for 
ordnance,  ships,  sailors,  and  tiie  like, 
were  Imperial  ousiness ;  and  the  charges 
for  all  these  things  had  rightly  to  be 
defrayed  out  of  tiie  Imperial  Bevenue, 
to  which  Ireland,  ought  to  contribute 
her  full  quota,  and  no  more ;  and  the 
amount  which  Ireland  should  con- 
tribute to  the  general  Bevenue  of 
the  Empire  should  be  assessed  at 
preoisely  the  same  amount  if  the  out- 
lay had  been  made  at  London,  Malta, 
Cyprus,  Woolwich,  or  Southampton,  as 

Sir  Jbuph  M^Xema 


if  it  had  been  made  at  Dublin,  Oork,  or 
Athlone.  He  maintained  that  Engli^d, 
as  the  chief  member  of  the  Empire,  and 
with  the  strongrat  interest  in  preserving 
its  unity  and  integrity,  had  the  greatest 
reason  to  maintain  that  view.  However, 
all  that  was  somewhat  beside  the  ques- 
tion, and  he  should  not  pursue  it ;  but  he 
might  say  that  all  he  had  contended  for 
in  that  House  and  outside  for  the  last 
20  years  was  now  practically  aoknow- 
ledged,  and  might  be  proclaimed  without 
fear  of  refutation— namely,  that  the 
burden  of  Imperial  taxation  had  been 
made  to  fall  on  Lreland  Ear  the  last  80 
years  with  double  the  weight  of  its  in- 
cidence than  on  the  wealthier  Idand. 
He  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna)  would  now 
make  a  few  observations  on  a  case  sug- 
gested or  attempted  to  be  set  up  in 
mitigation  of  the  injustioe  of  the  proven 
disparity.    That  case  might  be  shortly 

fiut  in  mis  form — that  the  extraordinary 
ery  was  in  some  degree  compensated  for 
by  the  outlay  in  Ireland  of  a  much 
larger  sum  annually  than  what  was  now 
admitted  or  proved  to  be  her  fair  share 
of  the  expenditure.  The  writer  in  7%e 
Statist  puts  this  forwud  for  what  it  might 
be  worth.  Well,  it  was  literally  worth 
nothing.  The  local  taxation  of  Ireland 
was  £4,000,000  a-year;  that  also  was  a 
greater  levy,  in  proportion  to  the  wealth 
of  the  two  Islands,  than  the  levy  for 
local  taxation  of  Great  Britain.  But  the 
case  of  Ireland  which  he  (Sir  Joseph 
M'Kenna)  desired  to  put  was  this — that 
in  1841,  when  her  population  exceeded 
8,000,000,  her  Imperial  taxes  were 
barely  £4,000,000  sterling;  that  in  1851 
they  were  barely  £4,000,000,  and  that 
theinjustice  of  the  increase  of  £3,000,000 
of  annual  taxation,  without  the  slightest 
evidence  that  Irehtnd  had  any  pecuniary 
benefit  thereby,  was  manifest  and  mon- 
strous. It  appeared  to  have  been  the 
policy  of  the  Treasury  for  some  yean 
past  to  make  the  real  state  of  the  ac- 
counts between  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land as  obscure  as  possible.  Up  to  1862 
the  Treasury  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
publishing  the  expenditure  of  Irish 
taxation  separately  from  that  of  Great 
Britain.  Since  then,  however,  no  such 
course  had  been  pursued,  and  they  were 
left  to  grope  through  the  Beturns  of 
various  Departments  to  make  some  ap- 
proximate calculations.  He  (Sir  Joseph 
M'Kenna)  should,  however,  take  the 
latest  dissected  Betum— that  for  1868* 
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and  tell  the  House  the  aoconnt  it  gare 
of  the  expenditure  of  Irish  Bevenae.  In 
1862  the  Berenue  made  up  of  Irish 
taxation  amounted  to  £6,736,281,  and 
this  vas  how  it  was  expended  : — Army 
and  Ordnance,  £3,240,380  ;  interest  and 
manf^^ent  of  Debt,  £1,240,980;  mis- 
cellaneous payments  (including  Consta- 
bulary), £1,671,814;  Publio  Works, 
£208,232 ;  remitted  English  Exchequer, 
£874,876.  How  in  the  name  of  all  that 
was  rational  could  any  sane  person  treat 
the  expenditure  of  £3,250,000  on  Army 
and  Ordnance  as  expenditure  for  Irish 
purposes,  or  the  interest  and  manage- 
ment of  the  National  Debt,  another 
£1,125,000?  The  miscellaneous  pay- 
ments, £1,671,874,  no  doubt,  included 
items  of  Imperial  Expenditure  for  Ire- 
land, and  so  did  "Public  Works," 
£208,000.  But  if  it  comported  with  the 
general  policy  of  the  Empire  to  keep  an 
Army  anywhere,  it  was  quite  clear  the 
ohaawe  for  maintaining  that  Army  and 
tiie  (Adnanoe  Establishments,  unless  they 
were  quartered  on  an  enemy,  should  be 
defrayed  out  of  Imperial  funds,  to  which, 
of  course,  Ireland  should  contribute, 
having  regard  to  her  actual  means,  in 
precosely  the  same  ratio  as  England  or 
Scotland.  As  a  matter  of  account  be- 
tween the  Imperial  Exchequer  and  Ire- 
land, the  locality  in  which  the  charge 
for  Imperial  objects  was  expended  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  distribution  of 
the  burden  of  the  charge.  He  (Sir 
Joseph  M'Kenna)  freely  admitted  that 
the  local  trade  of  the  district  in  which 
Imperial  funds  were  expended  benefited 
somewhat  by  the  expenditure ;  but  that 
was  not  the  point,  and  had  no  earthly 
connection  with  the  distribution  of  the 
charge  amongst  the  taxpayers  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member 
concluded  by  moYing  the  Besolution  of 
which  he  had  given  Notice. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDS,  in  seoond- 
ingfhe  Motion,  said,  he  desired  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  which  his 
hon.  Friend  had  brought  forward.  In 
In>land  they  considered  they  were  not 
fairly  treated  in  the  matter  of  taxation. 
They  considered,  in  the  first  place,  that 
they  were  overtaxed,  having  regard  to 
the  amount  of  the  Irish  National  Debt 
at  the  time  of  the  Union;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  they  considered  that  they 
were  overtaxed,  having  regard  to  the 
poverty  of  the  people  compared  with  the 
people  of  linglMid.   Hon.  Memben  in 


that  House  might  not  be  cognizant  of 
the  facts  regarding  the  Irish  National 
Debt ;  and  he,  therefore,  thought  it  well 
to  say  a  few  words  upon  it.  In  the  year 
1794  the  Irish  National  Debt  was 
£2,400,000,  in  the  year  1797  it  was 
£8,000,000,  and  in  the  ^ar  1800,  the 
year  in  which  the  Legislative  Union 
was  passed,  it  amounted,  according 
to  some  authorities,  to  £28,000,000. 
It  was  estimated  by  Mr.  Grattan  at 
£25,000,000 ;  but  he  (8ir  Thomas  Es- 
monde)  had  made  a  calculation,  and  he 
estimated  that  the  Debt  was  £24,586,000, 
but  he  would  take  it  at  the  sum  of 
£28, 000,000out  of  regard  to  the  suscepti- 
bilities of  Members  in  that  House.  Me 
would  like  to  say  a  word  as  to  howthisNa- 
tionalDebt  was  constituted.  From  1797 
to  1 800  it  was  necessary  to  maintain  a 
large  force  of  English  troops  in  Ireland. 
In  1797  the  number  was  50,000  men; 
and  in  1800  the  number  reached  170,000 
men.  The  cost  of  maintaining  those 
troops  amounted  to  £16,000,000.  And 
that  was  erne  item  in  the  National  Debt. 
Then  there  was  pcud  to  the  ownns  of 
Irish  borou^^ha,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing their  votes  ana  their  influence 
to  effect  the  L^slative  Union,  a  sum  of 
£1,500,000.  Then  there  was  paid  to 
a  certain  class  of  individuals,  who  were 
termed  "suffering  Loyalists,"  in  satis- 
faction of  their  claims  £1,600,000.  What 
those  claims  were  must  be  left  to  the 
imagination.  There  was  paid  for  secret 
service  to  informers,  who  instigated  the 
people  to  rebellion  and  then  informed 
upon  them,  a  som  of  £53,647.  There 
was  g^ven  to  individuals  who  were  called 
"  deserving  men,"  for  suppressing  that 
rebellion  and  cazrying  the  Act  of 
Union,  £1,000,000.  There  was  paid  to 
the  Legal  Advisers  of  the  Govern- 
ment £600,000 ;  and  there  was  ^aid  to 
several  individaals  for  compensation  for 
the  removal  of  the  Parliament  from 
Dublin,  £500,000.  To  give  some  idea 
of  the  persons  who  received  compensa- 
tion he  might  mention  that  the  rat- 
catcher to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  received 
a  certain  sum  of  money.  In  this  way 
was  constituted  the  Irish  National  Debt, 
which  he  estimated  at  £24,536,000 ;  but 
he  would  be  content  to  take  the  larger 
figure.  Now,  he  did  not  say  anything 
as  to  the  character  of  that  Debt.  They 
would  accept  it  as  an  accomplished  fact. 
The  Legislative  Union,  he  thought  it 
would  be  admitted,  originated  for  the 
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benefit  of  Enriand ;  but,  neverthdlesi, 
tiie  people  of  Ir^nd  had  to  paj  for  it. 
At-the  time  of  the  Union  the  National 
Debt  of  Eojcland  was  16  times  greater 
than  the  National  Debt  of  Ireland ;  and 
by  the  Act  of  Union  solemn  promisee 
were  made  to  Ireland  that  at  no  time 
should  she  be  called  upon  to  bear  taxes 
arising  from  the  pre-Union  Debt  of  Eng- 
land. These  promises  were  embodied 
in  the  Act  of  Union,  which  a  sbort  time 
ago  was  described  in  that  House  as  a 
fundamental  law.  But,  nevertheless,  the 
promises  of  that  Act  were  abrogated. 
English  Ministers  did  not  find  much 
difficulty  in  changing  fundamental  laws 
when  me  change  was  for  their  own 
benefit.  It  was  only  when  fundamental 
laws  affected  other  people  that  English 
Ministers  regarded  them  as  unchange- 
able. The  Irish  National  Debt  at  the 
time  of  the  Union  was  l-16th  of  the 
National  Debt  of  England ;  and  it  was 
provided,  he  thought  by  Clause  7,  that 
should  the  Debt  of  Irelaud  at  any  time 
reach  12-15th8  of  the  National  Debt  of 
England  that  tbe  tw6  Exchequers  should 
be  oonsolidated.  In  1803  the  Irish  Debt 
was  £43,000,000.  In  1804  it  was 
£53,000,000,  and  in  1816  it  was 
£112,740,000.  How  this  was  brought 
about  was  easily  explained.  The  Irish 
Bevenues  were  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
increase  of  the  Irish  National  Debt, 
which  was  incurred  at  the  time  of  the 
Union  ;  and  this  deficit  was  made  np  by 
loans  which  the  Imperial  GoTernment 
raised,  and  then  charged  to  the  National 
Debt.  Therefore,  it  was  very  easy  to 
understand  how  in  1 7  years  the  National 
Debt  of  Ireland  had  increased  from 
£28,000,000  to  £112,000,000.  It  was 
stipulated  by  the  Act  of  Union  that  Ire- 
land should  pay  2-15ths  of  the  taxation 
of  the  Kingdom ;  but  when  the  Union  was 
passed  it  was  charged  2-7ths.  In  1817 
thelrish  Debt  was  £112,000,000,  and 
iheEnglishDebt  was  £734,000,000  ;  and 
having  reached  the  limit  stated  in  the 
Act  of  Union  the  two  Debts  were  oonso- 
lidated, and  Ireland  was  charged  a  pro- 
portion of  taxes  entirely  out  of  propor- 
tion to  the  amoimt  stipulated  in  the  Act 
of  Union.  They  also  objected,  secondly, 
to  the  proportion  of  taxation  because  of 
the  present  condition  of  the  country. 
Ireland  was  not  a  country  like  England, 
with  great  manufaotnres.  Ireland  had 
mantuEaotures  prior  to  1^  Union ;  but 
owing  to  the  system  that  sinoe  thenpte- 
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vailed,  duse  mannfiaotures  had  disap- 
peared, and  oommercial  enterprize  had 
completely  left  the  country,  and  the 
people  were  obliged  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion solely  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
Then,  under  the  system  of  law  that 
prevailed  the  land  of  Irdaad  was  not 
administered  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  heavy  ranta  weare  imposed  upon 
them;  And  be  nov  asserted  that  Ire- 
land was  better  able  to  bear  its  pre- 
sent taxation  prior  to  the  Union  ULan 
at  the  present  time.  Even  deducting 
all  that  Ireland  received,  he  submitted 
that,  what  with  taxes  and  rent  to  ab< 
sentee  landlords,  the  cotmtry  paid  a 
sum  of  £8,000,000  or  £9,000,000  ster- 
ling. If  they  took  the  basis  of  property 
they  would  find  that  the  value  of  pro- 
perty on  which  Income  Tax  was  paid  in 
England  in  1869  was  £870,000,000, 
while  in  Ireland  it  was  £25,000,000. 
That  showed  that  property  in  Ireland 
was  l-17th  that  of  England.  In  1870 
Ireland  paid  in  Revenue  £7,000,000, 
while  Gbeat  Britain  paid  £78,000,000. 
That  showed  that  whiie]>daad  had  only 
l-17th  of  the  wealth  of  England  it  had 
paid  l-9th  of  the  Imperiiu  Bevenue. 
That,  he  thought,  dearly  showed  that 
Ireland  was  overtaxed,  and  that  its 
just  proportion  waa  much  loww  than 
£7,000,000  a-year.  He  thought  it  was 
most  important  that  these  facts  should 
be  known,  in  view  of  the  alteration  that 
would  take  place  in  the  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countiries. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  there  be  laid  before  this  Hoaso,  a 
Return  of  the  Gnws  Imperial  Bevenue  of 
Ireland  derived  from  taxation,  and  of  the 
Population  of  Ireland  for  the  years  1801, 1861, 
1871,  and  1881,  and  a  like  Return  for  Great 
Britain  for  the  came  years,  bein^^in  both  casea 
a  continuation,  in  like  form,  of  parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  407,  of  Beenon  1874."~(«iV  /m^A 
M'Ktnna.) 

Sm  GEOBGE  OAMFBELIj,  who  had 
on  the  Paper  an  Amendment  to  leave 
out  the  word  "beland"  and  insert 

"  Scotland,"  said,  when  he  intimated 
his  Amendment  he  did  not  do  so  in  any 
unfriendly  spirit,  his  desire  simply  being 
that  the  facts  should  be  brought  out. 
He  contended  that  a  Betum  issued  on 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stafford  (Mr.  M'Laren)  with  regard  to 
the  Eeveuue  in  1882-3  gave  all  the  in- 
formation neoessary  for  practical  pur- 
poses. It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
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hon.  Member  for  South.  If onag^ian  (Sir 
Joseph  M*£enna)  was  in  the  position  of 
having  aimed  at  the  pigeon  and  hit  the 
raov;  while  he  had  endeavoured  to 
prove  his  ease  .with  regard  to  Ireland, 
he  had  really  given  material  for  an  in- 
oontertible  case  for  Scotland.  The  Be- 
tum  procured  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stafford  showed  tiiat  in  1882-3 
population  of  belaud  waa  about 
one*6evenih  of  the  United  Kingdom; 
whereas  the  taxation  of  Ireland  was  as 
nearly  as  possible  one-eleventh  part  of 
the  taxation  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
He  quite  admitted  that  Ireland  was  a 
poorw  country,  and  ought  to  pay  a 
smaller  proportion  of  taxation.  He 
thought  there  was  not  a  glaring  inj  uatioe 
under  the  present  arrangement;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  Ireland  paid  pretty  miH)h 
what  she  ought  to  pay,  being  a  propor- 
tion of  something  more  than  half  what 
the  average  inhabitants  of  England  or 
Scotland  paid.  On  the  other  baud, 
Ireland  had  great  advantages,  in  many 
ways,  over  England  and  Scotland  with 
respect  to  taxation.  The  Income  Tax 
was  collected  much  less  harshly  in  Ire- 
luid  than  in  Ghreat  Britain,  and  the 
npper  classes  in  Ireland  w«re  exempted 
from  many  taxes  that  were  paid  in  the 
Sister  Isle.  In  belwd  no  Land  Tax,  no 
House  Tax,  no  assessed  taxes,  no  police 
or  education  rates  were  paid.  Ireland 
also  received  a  large  amount  by  way 
of  local  grants ;  they  merely  looked  at 
the  financial  question.  He  contended 
that  Ireland  was  not  an  oppressed 
country,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was 
a  specially  favoured  one.  But  while 
Irelukd  was  liberally  and  even  gene- 
rously dealt  with,  what  were  the 
faots  with  regard  to  Scotland  ?  It 
was  a  very  great  hardship  that  the 
alcohol  consumed  by  the  people  of 
Scotland,  and  to  a  great  extent  by  the 
people  of  Ireland,  pud  five  times  as 
much  per  gallon  as  that  imposed  on  the 
people  of  England.  The  Englishman 
was  enabled  to  muddle  himself  with 
beer  five  days  a-week  for  the  same 
sum  which  the  Scotsman  paid  for  a  glass 
of  whisky  on  Saturday  night,  if  he  was 
imprudent  enough  to  take  it  at  that 
time.  Scotland  paid  in  regard  to  taxa- 
tion of  whisky  the  same  as  Ireland  paid  ; 
but  Scotland  consumed  more  whisky  in 
proportion  than  Ireland,  and  consumed 
less  beer.  The  oonsequenee  was  that 
the  taxatioD  of  Sootland  was  really  very 


much  heavier  in  puopwtion  than  tiie 
taxation  of  England,  because  they  had  in 
Sootland  their  whisky  taxed  very  much 
heavier  than  the  beer  in  England.  All 
other  taxes  were  paid  equuly  in  Scot- 
land. They  had  no  exemptions  from 
Land  Tax,  or  House  Tax,  or  assessed 
taxe^  or  &om  education  and  jpolioe 
rates.  On  tiie  «intrazy,  they  paid,  he 
believed,  more  for  their  aohools  than 
almost  any  other  part  of  the  Kingdom. 
It  was,  therefore,  undoubtedly  the  case 
that  Sootland  paid  more  than  her  fair 
share  of  taxation.  In  1883  Ireland, 
with  a  population  of  5,000,000,  paid  a 
taxation  oi  £6,654,000  ;  whereas  Scot- 
land, withapopulationof  only  3,800,000, 
paid  a  taxation  of  £8,000,000.  When 
they  compared  the  taxation  of  Scotland 
with  that  of  the  United  Kingdom  they 
found  in  respect  of  spirits  and  beer 
that  Sootiand  paid  £4,000,000  out  of 
£27,000,000,  or  a  good  deal  more  than 
one-seventh  of  the  whole  taxation, 
whereas  the  population  of  Scotland 
was  a  good  deal  less  than  one-ninth  of 
the  population  of  the  Kingdom.  The 
total  taxation  of  Sootiand,  which  was 
£8,000,000  out  of  £73,000,000,  was 
somewhat  larger  than  the  proportion  <rf 
population ;  and  when  they  contrasted 
the  enormous  wealth  of  the  Oity  of 
London  and  the  poverty  of  the  High- 
lands and  Islands  of  Sootland  the  dis- 
parity appeared  very  much  greater.  He 
was  in  favour  of  justice,  and  even  gene- 
rosity to  Ireland ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  as  a  Bepresentative  of  Scottish 
taxpayers,  he  was  anxious  that  in  any 
□ew  arrangement  they  should  not  im- 
pose a  heavy  additional  burden  on  the 
over-taxed  people  of  Scotiand  in  order  to 
carry  to  an  excess  generosity  towards 
Ireland. 

Mb.  OOSOHENT  :  I  do  not  rise  to  eon- 
tinne  the  controversy  between  Sootland 
and  Ireland,  which  has  been  initiated 
by  my  hon.  Friend;  but  I  am  auxioTia 
to  express  my  sense  of  the  exti>eme  im- 
portance of  tiie  question  which  has  been 
brought  before  the  House  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite.  I  regret  that  the 
matter  has  not  been  dealt  with  by  a 
Oommittee  or  otherwise  at  an  earlier 
stage ;  because,  if  there  is  a  case  on  be- 
half of  Ireland,  everyone  must  be  most 
anxious  to  examine  that  case  to  the  very 
bottom,  and  those  of  us  who  are  in 
favour  a£  maintaining  the  Legislative 
Union  between  England  uid  Ireland  do 
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fed  all  th»  more  bound  to  see  that  in 
mamtainindf  that  Union  we  are  not 
doing  any  financial  injnstioe  to  a  (»antr^ 
vhion  is  in  a  minority  bo  far  as  this 
House  is  eonoemed.  Therefore,  I  think 
ererj  Motion  tisat  comes  before  the 
House  from  the  Irish  quarter,  which  can 
substantiate  even  a  primd  faeie  case  of 
financial  injustice,  oaght  to  be  examined 
with  the  most  anxious  desire  on  the 

Eart  of  the  House  to  probe  it  to  the 
ottom.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  matter 
has  obtained  additional  importance  from 
the  circumstance  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  brought  the  Motion  before  the 
House  alluded — namely,  that  a  distin- 
gtushed  statistician  has  made  the  state- 
ment that  Ireland  is  ^ayinff  too  much 
towards  Imperial  taxation.  This  Motion 
is  for  a  Setum  carrying  forward  the 
figures  which  have  been  submitted  on 
previouB  oocamons  to  this  House ;  but  I 
renture  to  think  that  even  when  those 
figarea  are  in  our  hands  we  shall  not  be 
adranoed  rery  much  further.  We  re- 
quire the  figures  in  order  to  form  our 
judgment;  but  the  Betum  will  not  show 
whether  Ireland  is  paying  too  much,  or 
her  fair  share,  or  too  litue.  It  cannot 
be  shown  simply  by  a  dry  Betum,  and 
for  this  reason,  that  the  question  is,  what 
principles  are  to  be  applied  in  determin- 
ing what  each  country  ought  to  pay? 
Every  hon.  Member  would  see  that  ac* 
oording  as  you  take  up  the  principle  of 
population,  or  of  property,  or  of  the 
Tarious  forms  of  ability  to  pay,  so  you 
will  be  able  to  establish  whether  a  coun- 
try is  paying  too  much  or  too  little.  Let 
me  take  a  case  for  instance-— I  do  not 
say  whether  at  this  moment  it  goes  for 
or  against  me — but  I  am  prepared  to 
contend  that  the  amount  of  Income  Tax 
which  is  paid  by  a  country  does  not  in 
itself  form  any  basis  as  to  the  aggregate 
taxation  which  that  country  ought  to 
pay.  It  simply  constitutes  one  element 
m  that  most  complicated  problem.  It 
might  be  possible  that  one  country  had 
a  very  large  wealthy  class  and  a  very 
poor  class;  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
another  country  might  have  a  very  sub- 
stantial population  of  artizans,  but  very 
few  above  that  line.  Then  any  de< 
duction  which  would  be  drawn  from 
the  relative  amount  of  the  taxable  pro- 
perty of  the  two  countries  would  ^ve  a 
very  inadequate  standard  as  to  what  the 
classes  below  the  Income  Tax  would  be 
liable  to  pay.  That  is  only  an  illastra- 
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tion ;  but  it  does  not  apply  to  Ireland, 
because,  while  the  Iri^  nave  a  veiy 
much  smaller  class  of  men  who  eontei- 
bnte  Income  Tax,  when  yon  go  below 
the  line  where  Income  Tax  is  paid  thqr 
have  again  a  poorer  population  than  we 
have  in  England.  That,  then,  is  a  circum- 
stance to  be  taken  into  account  upon  the 
other  side.  Thenhere  is  another  question. 
How  far  is  it  any  compensation,  in  look- 
ing to  the  taxation  of  Ireland  as  a  whole, 
that  there  are  large  exemptions  in  favour 
of  certain  classes  of  the  wealthier  in- 
habitants—for instance,  that  they  pay 
no  taxes  in  respect  of  servants,  and 
other  exceptions  of  that  kind  ?  That  is 
no  groat  advantage  to  the  bulk  of  the 
population  who,  if  a  certain  total  is  to 
be  raised  from  Ireland,  have  to  pay  so 
much  more.  The  hon.  Member  for  Kirk- 
caldy (Sir  George  Oampbell)  made  this 
observation — ^that  if  the  wealthy  classes 
are  paying  too  little  in  Ireland,  perhaps 
the  poorer  classes  are  paying  too  much. 
Well,  supposing,  on  the  whole,  Ireland  is 

I laying  its  fair  share,  I  can,  neverthe- 
ess,  rancy  that  the  distribution  of  the 
burden  would  not  give  satisfaction  to  the 
bulk  of  the  population  in  Ireland .  Then, 
again,  the  hon.  Member  who  seconded 
this  Motion  (Sir  Thomas  Esmonds) 
spoke  of  the  aggregate  rateable  pro- 
perty, if  I  understood  him,  with  regard 
to  the  Income  Tax,  and  compared  that 
with  the  total  payments  made  by  the 
Irish  people  in  regard  to  taxation.  But 
I  would  venture  to  contend  that  that  is 
not  a  fair  application  of  the  principle  at 
all,  because  while  rateable  pn^rarty  is 
an  element  of  the  contributing  wealth, 
neither  rateable  propnty,  nor  personal 
property,  nor  any  form  of  wealth,  is  the 
only  contributor  towards  taxation.  If 
there  are  also  taxes  on  consumption  a 
population,  of  course,  ought  not  to  escape 
its  fair  share  of  payment  for  consumable 
articles,  because  the  rateable  property 
happens  to  be  less  than  it  is  in  the 
Sister  Island.  I  have  ventured  to  put 
forward  these  coasiderations  in  order  to 
show  that  I  do  not  think  that  we  shall 
advance  the  matter  very  much  simply 
by  the  production  of  figures.  What 
will  some  time  or  another  be  necessary, 
if  it  is  not  done  on  the  present  occasion, 
is  that  the  principles  should  be  grappled 
with  by  a  Committee,  or  otherwise,  and 
that  then,  applying  those  principles,  we 
should  see  whether  or  not  we  eould  come 
to  some  agreement  I  am  sure  the  balk 
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of  the  population  of  both  oountries 
would  wish  to  coma  to  a  fair  agreement 
npon  this  matter.  I  have  thought  my- 
self of  moving  to  substitute  a  Ckmimittee 
on  this  occasion  for  a  Ketum ;  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  that  in  the  present 
position  of  Irish  affairs  would  not  be 
a  very  convenient  arrangement,  and  I 
further  think  it  will  be  wise,  and  may 
advance  the  matter,  if  the  Betum  should 
be  procured  without  any  delay.  But  if 
nothing  should  oome  of  the  presentation 
of  the  Betum,  I  trust  at  some  future 
period  that  this  question  may  be  re- 
newed, and  that  we  may  endeavour  by 
such  means  as  may  be  in  our  power  to 
probe  this  very  important  question  to  the 
very  bottom  to  see  if  a  grievance  exists, 
and  if  a  grievance  really  exists,  to  set  to 
work  to  ronedy  it  in  a  spirit  of  justice 
and  equity  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Sm  JOHN  LUBBOOK  said,  he  must 
compliment  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Mon^han  (Sir  Joseph  M'Krana)  on 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  prepared 
his  case ;  and  though  he  could  not  alto- 
gether agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet 
who  seconded  him,  still  the  care  with 
which  he  had  studied  the  question  gave 
them  every  reason  to  hope  that  he  would 
prove  a  valuable  contributor  to  their 
debates.  He  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
Motion ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  those 
figures  must  be  accepted  with  some 
reservatim.  For  instance,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber stated  the  relative  wealth  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  taking  the  Income 
Tax  as  an  absolute  proof.  But  the  Irish 
holders  of  foreign  securities  and  English 
funds  registered  at  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land would  appear  as  English  taxpayers. 
A  certain  portion  of  the  Beer  Duties, 
though  paid  in  Ireland,  fell  on  English 
consumers,  and  this  oould  not  be  exactly 
allowed  for.  The  hon.  Member  very 
fairly  admitted  that  if  Ireland  con- 
tributed somewhat  more  than  her  share, 
she  received  also  much  more  than  in 
proportion.  It  was  a  salient  fact  that 
no  tax  fell  specially  on  Ireland,  while 
Ireland  was  exempt  from  some  which 
fell  on  England.  Again,  Irish  and  Scotch 
farmers  paid  at  a  lower  rate  than  Eng- 
lish. On  the  whole,  he  doubted  whether 
Ireland  or  Sootiand  was  unduly  taxed ; 
but  they  only  wished  for  what  was  fair 
and  just;  and  he  suggested  that,  instead 
of  omitting  Ireland  to  include  Scotland, 
as  su^ested  .  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
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Kirkcaldy,  the  Betums  should  indnde 
both. 

Mb.  DILLON  said,  he  did  not  desire 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  for 
more  than  a  few  minutes.  His  wish  to 
address  the  House  was  chiefly  owing  to 
some  observations  which  had  fallen  £rom 
the  right  hon.  Oeotleman  the  Member 
for  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Goeohen).  He  must 
congratulate  the  House  upon  the  fact 
that  the  right  hon.  Member  had  now, 
after  a  long  time,  spoken  in  a  fair  spirit 
towards  Ireland.  The  impression  on;hia 
mind  was  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
great  financier  as  he  undoubtediy  was, 
was  in  a  state  of  doubt  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  Irish  people  had  re^ 
ceived  fair  treatment  with  respect  to 
taxation.  It  was  a  striking  fact  that, 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentieman  had 
been  many  years  in  that  House,  that 
doubt  had  never  crossed  his  mind  until 
now,  though  the  question  had  been 
raised  both  inside  and  outside  the  House 
over  and  over  again.  He  could  easily 
explain  that  extraordinary  change.  He 
was  glad  to  think  that  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  were  intensely  anxious  to 
maintain  the  Union  between  the  two 
countries  there  was  a  growing  desire  to 
be  just  to  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  said  that  the  produce  of  the 
Income  Tax  was  not  a  fair  test  of  the 
comparative  ability  of  the  two  countries 
to  bear  taxation.  But  in  the  degree  in 
which  it  was  not  a  fair  test  the  argu- 
ment was  even  stronger  in  Ireland's 
favour.  The  right  hon.  Gentieman  had 
said  that  in  one  of  two  countries  there 
might  be  a  very  wealthy  class,  while  the 
remainder  of  the  people  were  nuserably 
poor,  and  in  auotner  there  might  be  a 
large  body  of  prosperous  artizans  and 
lower  middle  dafls.  But  it  was  a  com- 
monplace with  respect  to  Ireland  that 
the  prosperous  middle  class  was  absent, 
and  that  there  was  a  great  gulf  betwem 
the  two  sections  of  the  population.  The 
wealthy  in  Ireland,  though  not  so  rich 
as  the  wealthy  class  in  England,  were 
yet  not  so  much  poorer  than  the  corre- 
sponding class  in  England  as  the  poor 
of  Ireland  were  poorer  than  the  poor  of 
England.  Between  the  very  rich  and 
the  very  poor  in  England  there  was  a 
large  class  of  persons  coming  gradually 
down  who  were  all  just  under  the  In- 
come Tax.  When,  however,  they  got 
out  of  the  ranks  of  the  wealthy  in  Ire- 
land, they  at  once  dropped  into  the  great 
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un&tiioinable  gaif  of  poT«rtyftnd  misexT', 
with  no  intorveimig  middle  elu8.  What* 
ever  was  the  caae  daring  a  period  of 
oompaTatire  prosperi^  in  the  past,  the 
great  Tare  of  d^iression  vhuh  had 
passed  over  England  as  well  as  Ireland 
had  notorioudy  struck  the  t^ioaltaral 
oUss  more  severely  than  the  manufac- 
taring  or  trading  class.  As  the  people 
of  Inland  were  only  an  agricultural 
class,  they  had,  consequently,  suffered 
infinitely  more  severely,  and  the  poverty 
which  had  always  existed  became  in- 
tensified. His  hon.  Friend,  therefore, 
was  really  doing  less  than  justice  to  Ire- 
land in  taking  the  Income  Tax  as  the 
test.  In  IrSand  the  tax  produced 
about  £500,000,  as  against  upwards  of 
£10,000,000  in  England.  Thus,  Ire- 
land's wealth  ought  to  be  reckoned  as 
l-20th  of  that  of  England  alone,  whereas 
she  paid  1-lOth  of  ue  whole  Berenue  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  Therefore,  he 
beliered  his  hon.  Priend  would  be  inside 
the  truth  if  he  said  that  on  the  present 
basis  of  taxation  Ireland  had  been  pay- 
ing more  than  twice  her  share.  Any 
arguments  based  on  the  assumption  that 
a  due  proportion  was  spent  in  Ireland 
were  entirely  beside  the  question.  It 
was  a  wasteful  expenditure,  necessitated 
by  ill-govemment,  and  was  a  practical 
waste  of  money.  It  was  true  that  by  an 
imposition  of  taxes  upon  the  wealthy 
classes  in  Ireland  something  might  be 
done  to  redress  the  balance;  but  the 
taxes  from  which  the  wealthier  classes 
were  exempted  were  very  small — as,  for 
instanoe,  the  Land  Tax,  whitdi  did  not 
prodttcemnoh.  He  did  not  believe  that 
Booh  a  tax  would  make  any  appretnabla 
difbrenoe  in  the  Bevonne.  The  House 
was  perfectly  welcome  to  put  on  a  liand 
Tax  at  onoe  on  the  wealthier  Masses  if 
they  would  redress  the  grievances  of  the 
poor  of  Ireland.  Then  it  was  said  that 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  Irish  capital 
invested  in  England.  But  that  was  far 
more  than  compensated  by  English  in- 
vestments  in  Ireland.  The  more  this 
question  was  examined  the  more  it 
weuld  be  found  that  it  was  not  a  matter 
of  an<;Ient  history,  but  would  be  found 
to  be  one  of  pressing  interest  when  the 
relations  of  the  two  countries  came  to  foe 
re-a^justed,  as  they  would  in  the  course 
of  a  very  short  time.  It  would  be  one 
of  the  main  points  for  inquiry,  if  the 
whole  question  were  gone  into,  how  Ire- 
land came  to  be  ehai^ed  witii  a  duwe  of 

Mr.  JHUm 


the  Debt  oi  oonnfsy  altt^thei  dif- 
ferent from  what  was  provided  for  under 
the  povisions  of  the  Act  of  Union; 
wheuker  that  vaa  done  justly ;  whether 
at  inttsent  Jbeland  was  not  paying  an 
undue  proportion  of  the  general  £:[^en- 
diture;  and,  further,  whether,  in  the 
times  when  the  Irish  Exchequer  was 
managed  separately,  those  faavingeharge 
of  it  did  not,  in  the  dark  and  with- 
out any  control,  practise  a  wholesale 
and  monstrous  robbery,  amounting  to 
£100,000,000.  His  own  desire  and  view 
as  to  the  issue  of  this  question  would  be 
that  some  arrangement  might  be  come 
to  which  would  be  accepted  on  all  sides 
as  a  fair  and  just  arrangement — that 
they  should  mutually  consent  simply  to 
draw  a  veil  over  the  past  and  agree  to 
do  justice  to  each  other  in  the  future. 

This  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb)  thanked 
die  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  for  the 
spirit  in  which  he  had  initiated  the  pre- 
sent discussion ;  and  to  the  Motion 
whieh  had  been  submitted  to  the  House 
Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  would  offer 
no  opposition.  Their  desire  was  to  ao- 
certain  what  were  the  real  facts  of  the 
case.  He  was  quite  sure  that  no  one  in 
that  House  wished  otherwise  than 
that  while  Ireland  should  not  enjoy 
exceptional  advantages  she  should  not 
bear  exceptional  burdens.  The  hon. 
Member  for  KirkcaUy  (Sir  George 
Campbell)  had  imported  Scotland  into 
the  matter;  and  the  same  remark,  of 
course,  applied  to  Scotland.  Might  ha 
be  permitted  to  apply  it  to  England 
also  ? — ^because  such  re-adjustments  as 
were  proposed  for  Ireland  and  for  Soot- 
land  might  possibly  tend  to  press  some- 
what severely  on  the  English  taxpayer. 
He  was  quite  willing  to  admit,  m  the 
first  instance,  that  we  could  not  exclude 
from  consideration  the  relative  capacity 
of  those  upon  whom  the  taxation  fell. 
He  himself  could  not  see  that  we  could 
upon  any  principle  simply  take  up  the 
sum  total  of  the  amount  to  be  raised 
and  diride  that  by  the  sum  total  of 
population,  and  then  say  the  taxation 
should  be  borne  in  those  proportions. 
To  take  one  illustration,  the  entire 
amount  raised  in  this  country  on  tobacco 
was  in  the  last  year,  for  which  he  had 
the  Return  before  him,  £8,800,000,  of 
which  Scotland  paid  £807,000,  or  one- 
tenth,  whereas  tho  amount  contri- 
butad  by  Irda&d  w«s  £l,200|0ft0,  or 
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about  one-serenth  of  fhe  whole.  Kov, 
when  the  Honse  remembered  that  when 
an  Irish  peasant  spent  6tf.  on  tobaooo 
be  paid  bd.  in  taxation,  th^  wonid 
remember  what  a  tmj  heavy  burden 
this  imposed  on,  perhaps,  the  most  ne- 
cesntooa  elaas  of  uie  commnmty.  With 
reference  to  the  general  fixtures,  the 
taxation  borne  by  Great  Britain  in 
1851  was  £49,250,000,  of  which  the 
sum  raised  in  Ireland  was  £4,000,000. 
In  1861  the  taxation  of  Great  Britain 
had  sprung  up  to  £57,600,000,  of  whioh 
there  was  raised  in  Ireland  £6,500,000. 
In  1871  the  figures  were  practically 
stationary ;  but  in  1888  the  taxation 
of  Great  Britain  had  advanced  to 
£66,500,000,  whereas  that  of  Ireland 
still  remained  at  £6,500,000.  Therefore, 
although  there  had  been  a  very  large— 
as  he  thought,  a  too  large— increase  in 
the  taxation  and  Expenditure  of  the 
country  in  that  time,  yet  his  hon.  Friend 
would  see  that  the  extra  burden  of  the 
taxation  imposed  in  the  period  referred 
to  had  been  borne  to  a  great  extent  by 
Great  Britain,  and  not  by  Ireland.  Now, 
tlie  Berenne  of  Great  Britain,  acc<nding 
to  the  Betum  he  held  in  his  hand,  was 
£66,250,000  in  1888,  and  the  population 
80,500,000,  making  the  average  taxa- 
tion per  head  £2  3>.  5i.  In  Ireland  in 
the  same  period,  the  Bevenae  being 
£e,750,000,andthepopulatiou6,000,000, 
tiie  taxation  was  equal  to  £1  6«.  ^d.  per 
head,  showing  a  very  considerable  dif- 
ference per  head  as  between  the  two 
countries.  Some  of  the  criticisms  in  re- 
ference to  this  Betum  he  admitted  were 
not  inaccurate ;  but  taking  the  year 
1884-6,  he  would  give  his  hon.  Friend 
the  exact  amount  paid  into  the  Exche- 
quer. In  Oastoms,  £1,928,000;  Ezdse, 
£4,270,000;  Stamps,  £610,000;  Income, 
Tax,  £564,000 ;  Total,  £7,872,000.  But 
tiiat  amount  had  to  be  aidjosted  in  two 
directions;  it  had  to  be  increased,  and  it 
had  to  be  decreased.  There  was  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  duty  levied  in  Ire- 
land  in  the  shape  of  Excise  on  sprits  and 
beer  which  were  consumed  in  England, 
and  the  duty  on  which,  of  course,  was 
paid  by  the  consumer ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  was  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  tea  and  other  Oustoms-bearing 
articles  the  duty  on  which  was  paid  in 
England,  but  whioh  were  consumed  in 
Irwsnd.  In  this  and  other  ways  there 
was  oonsiderable  difficulty  in  ascertain- 
faig  exacts  what  was  the  true  pn^por- 
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tion  of  taxes  levied  upon  Ireland.  H 
had,  with  the  asristance  of  the  very  able 
ojQicers  of  the  Treasury,  given  his  best 
attention  to  this  matter ;  and  the  result 
he  had  arrived  at  was  that  the  net  taxa- 
tion borne  by  the  people  of  Ireland  in  tha 
fiAandal  year  enduig  March,  1885,  was 
aboat  £6,600,000.  Bererting  to  the  ge* 
neral  taxation  of  the  Kingdom,  he  found 
that  the  income  from  taxes  in  the  finan- 
cial year  1884-5  was,  in  round  figures, 
£78,000,000— that  was  the  sum  raised 
in  the  Three  Eingdoms.  Of  that 
£73,000,000,  £58,340,000  was  raised 
in  England  and  Wales,  £8,005,000  in 
Scotland,  and  the  amount  raised  in  Ire- 
land was  the  figure  he  had  named.  He 
was  not  in  those  figures  including  the 
Post  OfiSoe,  for  it  was  not  a  source  of 
Bevenue,  but  a  business  carried  on  by 
the  State.  It  was,  indeed,  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  national  accounts  wer« 
kept  so  as  to  in^dude  the  Post  Office  Be- 
tnms,  for  it  led  to  wnmg  ideas  on  the  sub- 

t'ect.  For  instance,  pe^e  talked  about 
lurdens  of  £80,000,000,  £90,000,000, 
and  £100,000,000  on  the  taa^yers, 
while,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  taxa- 
tion last  year  was  only  £73,000,000. 
To  this  taxation  Ireland  contributed 
£6,500,000,  or  about  1-1 1th.  It  was 
necessary  to  consider  the  local  expendi- 
ture of  that  money,  though  he  knew 
that  this  was  a  delicate  subject  as  re- 
garded Ireland.  They  were,  however, 
confronted  with  the  expenditure  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  he  must  consider  it,  though 
he  expressed  no  opinion  as  to  whethw 
the  expenditure  was  in  all  respects  wise 
or  not.  He,  of  course,  did  not  fasten 
u^n  Ireland  any  special  charge  Uit  the 
military  in  Ireland.  The  actual  Oivil 
Service  Expenditure  in  Ireland  was, 
dusire  of  coUoction  of  Bevenae  expenses, 
£4,000,000  out  of  that  £6,500,000  which 
it  contributed^ 

ICb.  FABNELL  adced  if  that  in- 
cluded the  Constabulary  ?  . 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWXiBB  said,  it  cer- 
tainly did,  and  the  Oonstabnlary  Vote 
formed  a  lai^e  portion  of  it.  It  was 
last  year  £1,500,000.  In  England  there 
was  a  Oonttabulary  Vote,  too,  the  only 
difference  being  that  only  half  the  ex- 
penses of  the  English  Oonstabulary 
were  paid  from  the  OonsoUdated  Fund, 
whereas  the  whole  expense  was  paid  in 
the  oase  of  Ireland. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Will  yon  give  the 
items  of  the  £4,000,000  f 
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H&.  H.  H.  FOWLEB  said,  he  vas 
hardly  able  to  do  that  -without  reference. 
Bdnoation,  he  was  glad  to  say,  now 
amounted  to  nearly  £1,000,000  a-yeaz 
in  Irdud.  There  were  law  and  jnstioe 
tod  other  items  that  brought  up  uie  ez- 
peoae  for  what  might  be  tanned  the  looal 
govemment  of  Ireland  to  £4,000,000. 
The  In^teria]  Chaises  on  the  Ooneo* 
lidated  Fund  might  be  taken  at 
£31,000,000,  and  £30,000,000  for  the 
Army  and  Kavy,  and  that  made 
£61,000,000  for  Imperial  Charges.  To 
this  Ireland's  oontribution  was  about 
£2,500,000,  and  he  would  be  within  the 
mark  if  he  said  that  Ireland's  oontri- 
bution was  less  than  l-20th  of  theee 
Imperial  Ohawee.  It  therefore  ap- 
peared that  Irdand,  in  round  figures, 
contained  one'Serenth  of  the  population 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  contributed 
about  1-lIth  of  the  gross  Berenue,  and 
after  deducting  the  cost  of  local  go- 
vernment leas  than  l-20th  to  Imperial 
Ohargee.  He  did  not  desire  to  argue 
about  these  figures,  but  to  place 
tiiem  before  the  House  for  due  oon- 
■ideration.  Attention  had  been  called 
to  the  poverty  of  Ireland  as  compared , 
with  Scotland.  Ireland  certainly  had 
not  the  resources  and  reserroirs  of  mine- 
rial  wealth  possessed  by  Scotland.  There 
was,  in  fact,  an  enormous  disproportion 
between  the  wealth  of  Scotland  and  that 
of  Ireland.  But  he  did  not  think  that 
Ireland  was  on  those  retrograde  lines 
that  had  been  described.  A  good  test 
of  vealth— a  more  accurate  test  than 
the  payment  of  taxation  or  ^oome  Tax 
— was  the  amount  paid  for  Legacy  and 
Snooesaion  Buty  in  respect  of  property 
in  tiie  ooontnr.  In  1871  the  property  in 
Ireland  on  whicth  Legacy  and  Bnooeasion 
Duty  wore  aasessed  was  £7)500,000  in 
Tala&  -vhUe  in  1884  it  was  £10,650,000. 
The  Inoome  Tax  Betnxne  told  the  same 
story.  In  1871  thenoaaamount, without 
deductions,  Qn  whiohthetaxwaschai^ied, 
was  £26,000,000  ;  in  1874  it  was 
£36,000,000;  and  the  actual  payments 
were  on  £27,000,000.  TTnaer  these 
cireumstances,  he  did  not  think  they 
ought  to  take  so  very  gloomy  a  view  of 
the  financial  condition  of  Ireland  as  had 
been  ^treeented  by  some  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  He  heul  no  objection  to  grant 
the  Be  turn  asked  for,  and,  if  the  Scotch 
Members  desired,  to  include  ScotWd 
within  its  aoope ;  and  he  hoped  and  be- 
liered  that,  whaterer  oouise  might  be 


taken,  full  iostioe  would  be  done  in  this 
matter  to  uie  claims  of  England,  Ire- 
land, and  Soodand. 

Mb.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  said,  he 
should  not  pretend  to  add  anything  to 
the  infoimatiou  which  had  ahna^  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men. He  was  able  to  do  little  mora 
&an  reoapitulate  the  figoiws  and  iacts 
to  which  they  had  already  listened.  In 
1841  the  taxation  of  Great  Britain  was 
£2  9i.  O^i.  per  head,  and  in  Ireland 
9«.  G^tf.,  Ireland's  proportion  of  the 
gross  taxation  being  about  l-12th.  In 
1871  the  taxation  in  Great  Britain  was 
£2  2i.  and  in  Ireland  £1  6t.  S^tf., 
certainly  a  vastly  disproportionate  ar- 
rangement While  the  taxation  of  Great 
Britain  declined  moderately,  that  of  Ire- 
land was  increased  to  nearW  three  times 
what  it  was  in  1841.  In  Great  Britain 
the  population  rapidly  increased  and  Uie 
taxation  fell,  while  in  Ireland  the  popu- 
lation diminished  and  the  taxation  in- 
creased. Aooordiag  to  the  asseaunent 
for  Inoome  Tax  in  1861,  Ireland'a 
wealth— Irdand*s  eapaoitj  to  pay  taxes 
— was  l*l7ththat  of  Great  Britain;  and 
in  1882  it  had  declined  to  the  proportion 
of  1  to  21.  This,  he  submitted,  was  a 
ver^  fair  indication  of  the  relative  oa- 

gaoily  of  the  several  Kingdoms  to  contri- 
ute  to  the  National  Expenditure.  It  was 
no  answer  to  the  charge  that  the  taxa- 
tion of  Ireland  was  unfair  to  say  that 
Ireland  was  free  ttom.  certain  taxes 
which  were  levied  in  Great  Britain. 
They  had  no  objection  at  all  to  the 
weuthy  classes  of  Ir^and  being  taxed 
the  same  as  the  wealthy  olasees  in 
England ;  but  what  was  complained  61 
was  that  Ireland,  as  a  wh<de,  was  over- 
burdened with  taxation  of  a  genetal 
kind.  While  Gre^  Britain  with  its  vast 
wealth  paid  only  2t.  64.  in  the  ponnd  on 
its  inoome,  impoverished  Ireland  pud 
5«.  9(1,  in  the  pound  on  her  inoome.  ^e 
population  and  wealth  of  Great  Britain 
increased  and  taxation  declined.  While 
the  population  and  wealth  of  Ireland 
declined  rapidly,  Irish  taxation  per  head 
almost  trebledfirom  1841  to  1871.  When 
in  1853  it  was  proposed  to  increase  the 
taxation  of  Ireland,  the  taxation  of 
Great  Britain  was  subjeoted  to  a  net 
reduction  of  £1,040,000,  which  drew 
from  an  English  Member  of  this  House 
— Sir  Francis  Baring — a  protest  against 
the  conduct  pnrsued  towards  Ireland. 
No  one  ooula  deny  that  wrong  and  in- 
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jQstioewer&thusmflictedupoiitbat  coun- 
try. JDr.  JolmsoiL^muei  hare  known  his 
countrymen  very  woll  when  he  wanted 
the  Iriflh  people  that  if  they  ever  en- 
tered into  a  LMr^dative  Union  with  Eng- 
land, Ire!and~'woiild  be  robbed.  Cer- 
tainly Ireland  had  been  robbed. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURYCMr.W.  E.  Gladstonb)  :  I  shonld 
be  very  sorry  to  disturb  in  any  deffree  the 
excellent  spirit  which  has  pervaded  this 
debate,  and  I  do  not  think  that  anything 
I  have  to  say  will  produce  that  effect.  I 
muBt  admit  that  the  question  has  been 
approached  from  all  sides  in  a  conside- 
rate spirit,  and  in  that  I  rejoice,  for  this 
reason  above  all  others,  that  there  is  no 
other  hope  of  arriving  at  a  deSnite  set- 
tlement  of  the  question.  It  does  not 
admit  demonstrative  handling.  It  has 
been  found  extremely  difficnlt  on  all 
sidea.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Kember  for  Edinbni^h  (Mr.  Gosohen) 
stated  with  truth  that  we  could  not  ex- 
pect to  make  great  advance  by  means  of 
this  debate,  and  he  expressed  the  wish 
that  a  Oommittee  should  be  appointed 
to  examine  it  more  thoroughly.  That  is 
a  most  natural  wish ;  but  it  behoves  us 
to  recollect  that  Committees  have  been 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
this  question,  and  *'  bolting  it  to  the 
bran,"  and  that  the  last  of  these  Com- 
mittees, at  any  rate,  which  I  vrill  take 
as  the  most  important,  has  not  been  able 
toarriveatadetiniteconclusion.  TheOom- 
mittee  of  1863-4,  which  was  appointed 
for  the  express  purpose  of  determining, 
if  possible,  within  uie  Ck)mmittee  Boom 
whether  Ireland  pays  excessively  or  not 
in  proportion  to  her  means — that  Com- 
mittee arrived  at  no  condneion,  and 
made  no  Report  upon  that  subject.  But 
the  Committee  made  a  very  full  Report 
upon  the  general  subject  and  upon  many 
points,  and  evidently  gave  very  g^reat 
attention  and  labour  to  the  investiga- 
tion ;  but  upon  the  main  point  I  do  not 
think  that  the  most  careful  examination 
of  the  Report  will- succeed  in  disoovering 
any  distinct  utterances  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee.  The  Committee  was  obliged 
to  fpYe  the  go-by  to  the  question,  forthe 
ver^  simple  reason  that  it  could  not 
arrive  at  any  amount  of  unanimity,  even 
by  a  majority,  on  that  point.  I  felt 
myself  obliged,  having  listened  with  in- 
terest to  the  whole  of  the  debate,  to 
motioe  one  or  two  prop<witions  to  wfaioh 
I  aat-bonAd  to  say  l  oadnot  aooede,  and 


by  whi^  I  cannot  be  bound,  and  espe- 
cially the  proposition  vhieh  appears  a 
favourite  one  with  Irish  Membcara  on 
these  oceasions — namely,  that  tiift  yield 
of  tiie  Income  Tax  aflfords,  upcm  broad 
and  general  grounds,  a  fair  and  just 
test  of  the  ability  of  Ireland  to  pay 
taxes,  and,  therefore,  of  the  measure  in 
which  taxation  should  be  paid  by  Ire- 
land. I  think  it  is  much  more  true  that 
the  yield  of  the  Income  Tax  ie  one  of 
the  elements  necessary  in  order  to  enable 
ua  to  form  the  best  judgment  we  can 
upon  the  matter;  but  the  reasons  are 
distinct  why  we  cannot  possibly  take  it 
as  an  absolute  measure.  [Bir  J'oscph 
M'K3Ni7A :  Hear,  hear !]  I  am  glad 
that  the  Mover  of  the  Motion,  whom  I 
complhnent  on  the  manner  in  whioh  it 
was  moved,  admits  that  propontion. 
Undoubtedly,  it  is  the  fact  that  so  far 
as  Schedule  A  is  oonoemed — ^I  am  not 
aware  that  the  same  observation  would 
apply  to  Schedule  B— and  I  do  not  urge 
it  in  that  case ;  because  there,  although 
an  apparent  inequality,  unquestionably 
as  far  as  Schedule  A  is  concerned — 
which  in  Ireland  bears  a  very  import- 
ant proportion  to  the  whole — the  tax- 
payer in  Ireland  has  considerable  advan- 
tage, a  large  advantage,  as  compared 
with  the  taxpayer  in  England.  He  pays 
upon  his  net  income  by  no  means  so 
much,  inasmuch  as  he  pays  upon  valua- 
tion, whereas  in  England  and  Scotland 
—in  Scotland  with  one  exception,  and 
in  England  with  no  exception — the  tax 
is  paid  upon  the  gross  rental,  wMch  in- 
cludes not  only  charges  of  management, 
but  includee  charges  for  repairs,  in  many 
cases  extremely  heavy,  the  charge  in 
England  forming  a  considerable  propor- 
tion, sometimes  10,  15,  and  even  20  per 
cent  of  the  rental.  These  repairs,  which 
are  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  the 
property  going,  and  enable  it  to  pay 
taxes  at  all,  are  subject  to  taxes.  This 
is  one  reason  why  you  cannot  take 
Income  Tax  as  a  test.  A  second  reason 
is  that  a  proportion  of  Income  Tax  is 
paid  by  Irishmen  in  England,  to  whieh 
there  is  nothing  to  correspond  on  the 
other  side  of  the  account,  and  that' 
amount,  whatever  it  may  be,  swells  the 
proportion  of  the  English  Income  Tax 
in  comparison  with  the  Income  Tax  in 
Ireland.  But  I  must  also  say  that  the 
relative  distribution  in  society  affects 
the  Income  Tax  in  Ireland  Ten  AflFe- 
xeotly  firom  the  manner  in  which  Bng^ 
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land  is  touclied  by  it.  Some  Gentlemen 
have  assumed,  not  like  the  Mover  of  the 
Motion,  that  absolutely  the  Income  Tax, 
be  vhat  it  may,  affbrda  a  just  test.  If 
the  Licome  Tax  is  to  afford  the  test  of 
ability^  the  first  thing  yon  must  do  in 
order  to  ruse  the  presumption  is  to 
apply  it  to  all  incomes.  If  you  apply  it 
to  all  incomes —of  course,  that  ia  impos- 
nble — it  would  be  obviously  necessaiy 
to  do  so  to  get  at  the  taxable  ability. 
There  is  another  subject  to  which  I  will 
refer — namely,  the  very  large  expendi- 
ture of  the  Imperial  Exchequer  for  the 
Oivil  Service  of  Ireland.  It  has  been 
said  by  some  Gentlemen  representative 
of  Ireland  that  Ireland  derives  no  benefit 
from  that  expenditure.  I  will  not  say 
whether  Ireland  derives  benefit  or  not, 
or  how  far  it  ought  to  he  charged  against 
her  in  an  account  of  this  kind  ;  hut  one 
thing  I  will  say,  in  connection  with  a 
long  e^erience  at  the  Treasury,  that  I 
have  always  observed  when  there  has 
been  a  question  of  diminishing  that 
expenditure  at  any  point,  or  in  any  par- 
tionlar,  such  proposals  have  not  been 
received  with  favour  by  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers. I  recollect  one  particular  occa- 
sion in  which  it  was  proposed  to  intro- 
duce a  measure  for  effecting  a  large  and 
very  important,  and  evidently  necessary, 
economy  in  certain  classes  of  Irish 
establisnments,  that  an  Irish  Memher  of 
great  ability  gave  fair  Notico  to  the 
Government  that  he  would  oppose  the 
Bill,  not  because  the  reduction  was  not 
necessary,  but  unless  the  Government 
gave  a  pledge  that  the  money  to  be 
saved  by  it  should  be  expended  else- 
where in  Ireland  for  Irish  purposes.  I 
do  not  complain  of  that,  although  I 
think  it  was  pushing  things  rather 
far.  But  yon  cannot,  at  the  same  time 
von  holA  that  language,  say  that  Ire- 
land derires  no  benefit  from  this  ex- 
penditure. If  she  has  no  interest  in 
it  why  show  so  considerable  anxiety 
that  it  should  not  be  diminished  ?  I  do 
not  give  any  positive  opinion  upon  the 
subject;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not  from 
the  fault  of  Ireland,  but  through  the 
operation  of  complex  causes,  especially 
of  the  financial  administration  of  this 
country,  it  has  been  found  during  the 
whole  period  of  my  experience  very 
much  more  difBcult  to  apply  principles 
of  sound  economy  to  the  details  of  ad- 
ministration in  Ireland  than  in  England 
or  Scotland.   I  think  that  is  to  be  ao- 1 


counted  for  by  large  considerations,  into 
wliich  I  will  not  enter,  and  I  am  not 
referring  to  it  as  a  matter  of  complaint. 
I  make  this  concession  fully  to  the  Mover 
of  the  Motion  and  the  Irish  Bepresenta- 
tives.  It  was  made  by  the  Oommittee 
of  186S-4.  They  did  not  make  it  in  ex- 
press terms,  bat  I  cannot  have  any  donbt 
upon  the  sabjeot.  The  Committee  of 
1 863-4referred  to  varions  conBideratione, 
and  said  these  considerations  unqnes- 
tionably  pointed  towards  the  conclusion 
that  the  proportionfixed  under  the  Union 
arrangement— namely,  a  proportion  of  3 
to  15  in  the  expenditure  for  Ireland — 
was  too  high.  I  make  the  admission 
frankly;  I  think  it  is  too  high.  The 
Committee  went  on  to  say,  with  perfect 
truth,  that  Ireland  had  never  paid  that 
proportion.  That  I  believe  to  be  un- 
questioDably  true.  The  question  whe- 
ther Ireland  has  paid  too  much  or  not  ia 
another  matter,  which  may  deserve  very 
careful  consideration.  I  think  the  ques- 
tion is  of  great  interest.  It  ia  worUi 
while  to  say  one  word  upon  the  ehapter 
of  finance  to  which  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  referred  as 
exhibiting  a  probable  teet  of  the  relative 
wealth  of  the  three  countries,  and  that 
is  the  amount  of  property  upon  which 
Legacy  and  Succession  Duties  have  been 
levied.  These  Legacy  and  Succession 
Duties  are  singularly  variable  from  year 
to  year.  I  have  often  been  surprised  in 
Treasury  administration  at  the  degree  in 
which  they  vary  from  year  to  year,  even 
in  a  country  like  England,  where  the 
amounts  are  at  all  times  so  vast.  I  am 
inclined — ^I  will  not  dogmatize  upon  the 
subject — but  I  am  inclined  to  put  to  the 
House  that  upon  the  whole  the  amount 
of  property  over  a  sufBoient  number  of 
years  chargeable  to  Legacy  and  Succes- 
sion Duties  is  perhaps  the  very  fairest 
test  that  we  could  get  of  relative  ability 
to  bear  taxation.  It  is  certainly  not  open 
to  the  same  objections  as  the  Income  Tax. 
Upon  the  other  hand,  there  are  no  doubt 
exemptions  in  the  Legacy  and  Succession 
Duties;  but  these  exemptions,  especially 
as  they  have  recenUy  been  shaped,  are 
exemptions  entirely  applicable  to  the 
class  of  such  very  limited  means  that  no 
one  would  wish,  if  he  could  avoid  it,  to 
make  them  in  any  heavy  degree  subjects 
of  taxation.  Now,  Sir,  the  Betom  which 
my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  had 
in  his  hand  does  not  give  us  the  sum 
total  of  tltese  Legaoj  and  Stocetamii 
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Biitiea  for  a  large  number  of  years.  That 
ifl  to  say,  the  sums  are  not  adaod  up,  and 
I  had  not  time  to  add  up  all  the  figures 
ol  a  total  of  14  or  15  years.  ButI  have 
taken  the  three  last  of  these  years,  and 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  my  strong  im- 
pression is  that  that  is  not  at  all  a  mode 
of  proceeding  unfavourable  to  Ireland. 
But  I  am  bound  to  obaerre  that  in  tlie 
first  ofthe three  years— thatis,  1681-2— 
the  amount  in  Ir^and  was  extremely 
low,  and  lover  than  at  any  time  during 
the  14  years.  It  was  only  £7,142,000 ; 
whereasthe  year  before  itwaa£9, 000,000; 
and  the  year  after  it  was  £9,525,000. 
The  next  lowest  year  is  1879,  when  it 
was  £7,532,000.  Ireland,  therefore,  in 
my  oomputation,  gets  the  benefit  of  that 
excessively  low  year.  Now,  Sir,  the 
zesuU  of  my  comparison  is  this — I  take 
the  three  last  years;  X  add  them  to- 
gether ;  I  find  that  the  property  oharge- 
able  to  Legacy  and  Succession  Duties  in 
Great  Britain  during  these  three  years 
was  £861,000,000 ;  I  find  that  during 
the  tJiree  years  the  amount  chargeable 
in  Ireland  waa  about  £28,000,000 ;  and 
dividing  the  sums  one  by  the  other  Uie 
result  is  that  the  wealth  of  Ireland  as 
tested  by  that  test  is  as  1  to  18.  My 
contention  is  that,  upon  the  whole,  the 
property  ohargeable  to  these  Duties 
affords  the  fairest  test  that  we  can  get. 
I  give  this,  not  as  absolutely  accurate, 
but  as  very  near  the  mark.  I  will  only 
say,  further,  thati  agree  with  Members 
who  have  said  this  subject  cannot  sleep 
very  long.  It  is  quite  evident  that  there 
are  other  relations  between  England  and 
Ireland  besides  those  of  direct  taxation 
which  ought  to  be  taken  into  view, 
whioh  have  been  very  important  in  for- 
mer times,  and  which  may  become  still 
more  Important— I  mean  the  relations 
which  subsist  between  beland  as  a 
debtor  and  England  as  ft  creditor.  I  am 
Bure  Gentlemen  who  sit  opposite,  in  the 
spirit  of  candour  which  they  have  shown 
to-night,  will  admit  that  Ireland  has 
received  very  considerable  advantages 
from  the  use  uf  the  Imperial  credit  in  the 
relation  to  which  I  have  just  referred. 
Well,  Sir,  it  may  be  that  circumstances, 
if  they  should  lead  to  further  and  more 
eztetnded  attempts  to  deal  with  ques- 
tions profoundly  affecting  Ireland,  such 
as  the  question  of  Irish  land,  may  open 
up  the  whole  of  that  subject  upon  such 
a  scale  as  to  make  it  absolutely  neoes- 
uxjf  not  only  tiiftt  the  QoTecnment^  but 


likewise  the  House,  should  form  as  well 
as  it  may  a  conclusive  and  a  solid  judg- 
ment upon  the  proportion  of  the  relative 
taxability.  I  beg  Members  to  remember 
that  this  is  a  subject  that  does  not  bear 
being  handled  by  demonstrative  evi- 
dence. Debate  it  aa  long  as  you  will, 
appoint  as  many  Oommittees  as  you  will, 
it  will  still  be  in  the  main  a  matter  of 
argument.  The  best  security  and  gua- 
rantee that  we  can  have  for  arriving 
with  tolerable  facility  at  some  tolerably 
fair  conclusion  is  that  all  Gentlemen 
shall  endeavour  to  approach  the  question 
in  a  thoroughly  considerate  spirit  and 
with  an  abatement  of  all  extreme  opi- 
nions. If  they  do  that,  I  believe  the 
matter  is  perfectly  capable  of  a  practical 
solution ;  and  it  is  because  I  think  the 
temper  that  has  been  shown  to-night 
affords  considerable  promise  of  progress 
in  that  direction,  should  the  necessity 
arise,  that  I  congratulate  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  the  House  upon  the  spirit  in 
which  the  debate  has  been  conducted. 

GoLONBL  NOLAN  said,  they  nutst  all 
acknowledge  the  tone  and  spirit  in  which 
tiie  Prime  Minister  had  approached  the 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  the 
general  character  of  his  statement.  The 
Prime  Minister  appeared  to  consider  that 
ultimately  when  the  Betum  was  pro- 
cured it  would  at  least  tend  to  show  the 
relative  capacity  for  taxation  of  the  two 
countries.  He  looked  upon  the  Prime 
Minister  as  the  greatest  authority  on 
the  subject ;  but  in  this  instance  he  was 
not  only  judge  but  advocate,  and  in  his 
speech  he  possibly  selected  three  very 
good  years  for  his  argument.  Accepting, 
however,  the  figures  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  the  three  years,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  Ireland  was  taxed  20  per  cent 
more  them  England.  The  genenu  g^st  of 
the  whole  statistics  on  the  subject  was  to 
putthe  capacity  of  Ireland  to  bear  taxa- 
tion at  between  t-16th  and  l-17tii  of  the 
capacity  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  if 
that  proxwsition  was  correct,  it  followed 
very  naturally  that  Ireland  was  over- 
taxed. The  Seci'etary  to  the  Treasury 
had  stated  the  total  taxation  levied  from 
Ireland  at  about  £6,500,000 ;  but  they 
could  not  allow  the  figures  of  that  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  present  case  to  pass 
unchallenged.  According  to  the  House 
of  Commons  Beturn  of  1883,  the  taxa- 
tion levied  from  Ireland  he  took  to  be  a 
long  wa^  over  £7,000,000 ;  and,  there- 
tot^  uniless  there  had  been  a  great  fall- 
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ing  o£F  in  the  amount  aince  then,  he 
thought  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
had  uuder- estimated  the  sum  paid  by 
Irelaod.  That  hoa.  Gentlemaa  had 
reokoDed  the  amount  of  Public  Expen- 
diture in  Ireland  at  £4,000,000 ;  but 
how  was  that  sum  made  up  ?  Nearly 
£1,000,000  was  paid  for  education,  and 
the  Ciril  Service  absorbed  nearly 
£2,000,000  ;  BO  that  in  order  to  get  his 
total  of  £4,000,000  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  must  include  the  item  for  the 
Constabulary.  Now^  the  Constabulary 
were  a  very  expeuaivef  although  a  very 
useful,  force ;  they  were  armed  men, 
and  could  in  a  vei^  short  time  be  con- 
verted into  soldiers;  and  the  total  of 
£4,000,000  of  local  expenditure  in  Ire- 
land reckoned  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  largely  turned  on  the  question 
'  f  the  Constabulary,  and  whether  they 
Tgere-to  be  comidered  fw  a  Civil  or  as  a 
Military  force.  They  were  told  that 
TyUf  the  cost  of  the  poiioe  was  paid  for 
jgi^ngland  by  the  ratepayers.  He  had 
l^fiked  into  the  matter,  and,  as  far  as 
he  could  make  out,  he  gathered  that  in 
Eogland  soma  counties  paid  only  \d.  in 
the  pound  and  others  for  the  poiioe ; 
whereas  in  Ireland,  although  they  re- 
eeived  all  that  money  for  the  Constabu- 
lary, they  had  to  pay  9<f.  in  the  pound 
in  some  counties  for  extra  poiioe  alone. 
In  fact,  they  paid  in  Ireland  as  much, 
or  nearly  as  muoh,  for  extra  poUoe  as 
was  paid  in  England  by  the  ratepayers 
for  ordinary  police;  and  therefore  it 
was  incorrect  to  say  that  they  got  their 
police  for  nothing.  The  argument  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  that 
the  difference  of  £2,500,000  between  the 
£d,500,000oftaxationandthe£4,000,000 
of  local  expenditure  represented  Ire- 
land's contribution  totrards  the  Imperial 
Exchequer,  and  that  that  contribution 
was  only  l-20th  of  the  whole  taxation  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  could  not  be 
excessive.  The  Prime  Minister  had 
spoken  of  Ireland  as  being  l-18th  as 
rich  as  ^England ;  but  he  rather  disputed 
the  accuracy  of  tiiat  notion.  He  dis- 
puted the  contention  ot  the  Seoretai?  to 
the  Tieasuxy  that  the  Ooastabulary 
Force  of  Ireland  was  a  Civil  foroe;  his 
opinion  was  that  the  Constabulary  was 
essentially  a  Military  force,  doing  police 
duty  ocoasionally.  As  to  the  contention 
tiiat  Scotland  was  more  aggrieved  in  ror 
s^ct  to  the  in^uf^ity  pf  Imperial  taxa- 
tion ;th^.  Irsltlndi  he,  admitted  that 


Scotland  oostributed  a  far  larger  pro- 
portion in  taxation  as  compared  with  the 
amount  returned  to  it  in  the  shape  of 
local  expenditure  than  Ireland ;  bnt 
then  the  circumstances  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland  in  respect  to  local  expenditure 
were  totally  difiE)erent.  There  were  no 
groat  State  Military  and  Naval  Batablish- 
ments  maintained  in  Scotland  as  in  Ire- 
land ,'  and,  in  poiot  of  fact,  Scotland  was, 
in  respect  to  local  expenditure,  as  mu(^ 
a  part  of  England  as  was  Yorkshire  or 
Lancashire.  Then  Scotland  was  eom- 
ratively  a  rich  country  aa  compared  with 
Ireland.  Comparing  the  average  indi- 
Tidual  weaUh  of  the  three  oonntries, 
they  were  represented  by  the  figmws 
260, 276,  and  1 10,  the  latter  representing 
the  average  individual  wealth,  in  Ire- 
laud.  The  wealth  of  Scotland  formed 
11  per  cent  of  that  of  £kigland,  and  its 
taxation  was  also  1 1  per  cent  of  the  taza* 
tion  of  England ;  so  that  Scotland  conld 
not  complain  of  unfair  or  dispropor- 
tionate taxation  in  comparison  with  its 
national  wealth.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  case  for  Ireland  amounted  to  thiH— 
that  while  her  wealth  only  amounted  to 
6  per  cent,  she  paid  in  taxation  9}  per 
cent.  The  qnestion  of  expenditure  in 
Ireland  was  not  the  Question  before  ^e 
Honse  that  evening ;  but  he  might  re- 
mark that  a  more  unproductive  expwdi- 
ture  could  not  be  imagined.  There  were 
£4,500,000  spent  in  Ireland  on  soldiery 
Constabulaiy,  the  Navy,  and  naval  ana 
military  pensions.  The  great  miHtary 
countries  in  Europe,  weighed  down  as 
they  were  with  expenditure,  only  paid 
29  per  cent  of  their  gross  income  on 
military  establishments,  while  Ireland 
paid  at  least  50  per  cent.  What  the 
Irish  people  desired,  therefore,  was  to 
see  that  Ireland  paid  only  in  proportioD 
to  her  wealth.  He  believed  the  more 
the  case  of  Ireland  was  sifted  the  more 
it  would  be  found  that  she  was  paying 
a  proportion  of  taxation  largely  in  excess 
of  her  capacity. 

Mr.  WILSON  (,£dinhvrgh)  said, 
from  the  length  of  time  to  which  this 
debate  had  extended  it  was  manifest 
that  hon.  Members  regarded  the  subject 
as  one  of  great  importance.  His  object 
in  rising  was  to  make  A  suggestion  ao  as 
to  render  the  Betum.  aa  valuable  as  pos- 
sible. The  Motion  proposed  thit  the 
Return  should  apply  to  Ireland  only; 
but  it  would  be  of  comparatively  small 
ralue  unless  tiiey  had  eimiiai  Betvnu 
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from  England  and  Scotland,  bo  that  a 
flair  comparison  might  be  made  of  the 
Ee venues  of  the  respeotire  oouutriea;  and 
that  was  what  he  uuioied  wasprimarily 
aimed  at  by  the  Motion.  He  would 
suggest  that  th«  words  "  Great  Britain" 
ba  deleted,  and  that  the  words  '*  Eng- 
land and  Scotland"  be  introduced.  He 
thought  it  was  also  desirable  ^t  they 
should  hare  information  down  to  the 
latest  date ;  and,  as  he  beliered  the  Be- 
0 rotary  to  the  Treasury  was  ready  to  give 
the  figuxas  down  to  1885,  he  would  aug' 
gest  uurt  this  Motioa,  shonM  be  altered 
sMordin^y.  During  the  disoussion  £re>^ 
guent  reference  was  made  to  tiie  large 
amount  of  money  repaid  to  Ireland  for 
expenditure  for  local  purposes.  It  was 
very  important  to  hare  the  amounts  re- 
paid in  a  simitar  manner  to  Eugland  and 
Bcoiland  respectively,  and  he  would 
suggest  that  the  Besolutioa  be  amended 
with  that  object.  He  had  all  the  more 
reason  for  pressing  that,  seeing  ihe- 
amount  repaid  or  expended  in  that 
mamner  in  Scotland  was  oompairatiTely 
small. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Uembeors  being  found  present, 

Mb.  J.  WILSON,  resuming,  moved 
to  amend  the  Motion  by  eubatituting 
the  words  "England  and  Scotland ^ 
for  "Great  Britain,"  and  extending 
its  scope  BO  as  to  bring  the  figures 
down  to  the  latest  date,  and  so  as  to  in- 
clude the  amounts  expendedin England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  in  aid  of  local 
purposes. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  aeconded  the 
Ameudmwit. 

Amendment  made,  in  lines  3  and  4, 
bj^  leaving  out  the  words  "  Great  Bri- 
tain," and  inserting  the  words  "Eng- 
land and  Scotland,"  instead  thereof. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLES  said,  he  had 
no  objeotion  to  the  alteration. 

Mun  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agretdto. 

Ordered,  That  ttiere  be  laid  before  tbis  Hoaso, 
H  Eettmi  of  the  Qross  ImperiAl  Beveaoeof  Ire- 
knd  derived  from  taxation,  and  td  the  wnmla- 
tiou  ol  Inland  lor  the  jaars  1851, 1861,  Wl, 
and  1881,  and  a  like  Retom  for  Eaglaad  anil 
Scotland  for  the  same  years,  beinsc  in  both  cases 
a  contSoOfttion,  in  £fce  form,  of  PailUunentUy 
mtf.  407,  ol  Senieii  18M. ' '         ■  ' 


APPOINTMENTS  UNDEE  THE  CBOWN. 
KOTION  FOB  A  SELEOT  QOKIUTTEB. 

Mr.  HANDEL  OOSSHAM,  in  rising 
to  call  attention  to  the  disparity  in  the 
salaries  and  duties  of  persons  heading 
public  offioes  under  the  Oown  and 
Otherwise  appointed ;  and  to  move  for  a 
Select  Committee 

"  To  inqntra  into  the  method  of  appointment 
and  apportiooment  of  salariw  Mtd  dnuM  under 

the  Crown," 

said,  the  objeot  which  he  had  in  view 
was  to  see  whether  he  oould  be  instru- 
montal,  in  however-  small  a  way,  in  the 
reduction  of  the  oublie  burdens.  Th&i 
there  was  room  for  reduction  was  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  the  Civil  Ex- 
penditure had  now  reached  nearly 
£18,000,000,  and  he  thought  very  large 
reductions  could  foe  made  in  that  sum 
without  any  inj  ury  to  the  Public  Serric 
It  was  admitted  on  both  sides  that  thu 
country  stood  in  need  of  economy.  Hov> 
Gratlemen  opposite  acknowledged  t^  » 
taxation  was  too  high,  aud  he  hoped  He 
should  have  their  assistance  in  reducing 
it.  On  all  hands  we  heard  of  tiie  serious 
depre«sion  under  whioh  trade  and  com- 
muee  were  suffering.  He  b^fged  the 
House  to  reoolleot  the  ettonnoas  rate  afi 
whioh  the  Orril  Expenditure  had  been 
growing,  and  ae  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent  an  industrial  community 
(Bristol)  which  Bufifered  greatly  from 
the  depreesion  of  trade  be  felt  bound 
to  try  to  do  something  to  lighten  the 
;  burdens  of  tbe  people.  The  point  he 
had  especially  to  establish  was  that  the 
salaries  paid  were  out  of  proportion  to 
the  work  done.  He  did  not  aim  at  any 
reduction  in  tbe  salaries  of  the  smaller 
class  of  public  servants;  they  were 
underpaid.  The  class  at  whom  he  aimed 
were  high  up  in  the  scale,  and  received 
very  large  salaries  for  little  work.  The 
higher  tix&y  went  ia  tiie  scale  the  higher 
the  salaries  were  for Uttlework.  TheLord 
Ohancellor  reoMved  £10,000  a-yedr— 
a  sum  equal  to  the  salary  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  ventured 
to  svr  that  the  duty  devf^ring  oA  the 
Lord  Chancellor  was  much  less  than  that 
derolving  upon  the  President  ol  the 
United  States,  and  yet  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor not  only  reoeiyed  £10,000  a-ye«ur 
while  in  Office  but  £5,000  a- year  after 
quitting  Office.  He  did  not  so  inuch 
comjdain  of  the  salary  of  the  Lerd  Chaup 
oeUor  while  fin  OAo»i  ae  he>  did  of  liiv 
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pension.  Not  only  did  we  pay  one  Lord 
Ohancellor  in  Office,  but  at  the  present 
moment  we  paid  two  ex-Lord  Chan- 
cftLIors,  the  late  Lord  Chancellor  having 
earned  a  pension  of  £6,000  a-year  by  a 
serrice  of  only  seven  months.  Was 
there  any  other  country  in  the  world 
that  would  suffer  this?  Tture  was  no 
country  in  the  world  with  so  many  highly 
paid  servanta  out  of  office,  and  that  fact 
alone  would  justify  him  in  asking  Sot  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  this 
state  of  things,  and  he  appealed  to  the 
House  to  assist  him  with  a  Motion, 
which  if  carried  out  would,  he  believed, 
result  in  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
public  hardens,  without  any  loss  of  effi- 
ciency. He  had  referred  to  the  salary 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  He  would  now 
pass  on  to  the  salaries  in  the  Post  Office, 
the  Savings  Banks,  and  the  Telegraph 
Department.  He  found  there  that  the 
Controller  of  the  Savings  Banks  had  a 
B^ary  of  £900  a-year,  while  the  men 
who  did  the  work  had  salaries  of  £lfiO. 
In  the  Post  Office  £108.000  was  voted 
for  auperannuation  ealazies  alone.  The 
engineer  of  the  telegraphs  had  £1,100 
salary,  while  his  asnstant  had  £8fiO,  and 
the  men  who  did  the  woA  only  £150. 
Did  there  not  need  to  be  some  adjust- 
ment there  7  He  was  exceedingly  sur- 
prised to  find  that  the  King  of  Greece 
got  £4,000  from  this  country,  in  addition 
to  £20,000  from  his  own  country — as  if 
money  was  no  object.  Then  in  the 
Education  Department  the  Chief  Inspec- 
tors got  £900  a-year  salary,  and  the 
Sub-Inspectors  £500  each,  and  so  on 
with  the  whole  army  of  Inspectors — an 
amount  of  remuneration  ont  of  all  pro- 
portion to  the  work  they  did.  He  would 
not  trouble  the  House  with  enteriog  at 
any  greater  length  into  the  detaik  of 
this  very  important  subject.  It  was 
wholly  unneoeasaiy  for  him  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  by  doing  so,  be- 
oanse  in  ordw  to  lay  the  foundation  fbr 
his  Motion  fbr  a  Select  Oommittoe  it  was 
quito  sufficient  that  he  should  make  out 
a  primd  faeie  case,  and  that,  he  must 
submit  to  the  House,  he  had  already 
done.  He  was  aware  that  the  question 
of  public  economy  was  in  the  most  com- 
petent hands  of  his  hon.  Frieod  tho 
Member  for  the  borough  of  Burnley 
(Mr.  Kylands),  and  he  need  hardly  say 
that  he  had  not  the  slightost  wish  to 
interfere  with  his  hon.  £Viend'a  conduct 
of  a  oase  of  which  he  waa  so  gpreat  a 


master,  and  with  which  he  was  so  tho- 
roughly able  to  deal.  He  was  aware 
that  his  hon.  Friend  had  on  the  Notice 
Paper  a  Motion  somewhat  to  the  same 
effect  as  that  which  he  was  now  sub* 
mitting  to  t^e  House;  but  he  did  not 
think  that  the  two  Motions  would  inter- 
fere with  each  other.  On  the  oontrair, 
he  was  inolined  to  think  Aat  it  would 
strengthen  the  position  of  his  hon. 
Friend  if  the  House  would  be  good 
enoucrh  to  aeoede  to  the  Motion  which 
he  (Mr.  Handel  Oossham)  was  then 
malang.  He  sincerely  hoped  that  the 
House  would  be  good  enough  to  take 
that  conrse.  If  they  did  he  was  in  a 
position  to  pledge  himself  to  lay  before 
a  Select  Committee  an  abundant  array 
of  facts  in  support  of  his  Motion,  and  of 
the  oase  be  was  then  endeavouring  to 
lay  before  the  House.  He  had,  on  lhat 
occasimi,  taken  the  course  of  moving  fbr 
a  Select  Committee,  by  whom  the  subject 
might  be  carefully  investigated,  because 
that  was,  he  believed,  the  only  Constitu- 
tional manner  in  which  they  could  reach 
the  object — tiie  promotion  of  economy 
— whidi  he  and  those  who  thosght  with 
him  on  this  subject  had  in  view.  He 
had  not  made  a  direct  Motion  in  the 
sense  of  the  opinions  he  had  expressed, 
because  he  thought  that  it  would  in  the 
long  run  save  the  time  of  the  House  if 
he  were  to  submit  the  facts  in  his  pos- 
session to  a  Select  Committee  instead  of 
laying  them  in  the  first  instance  before 
the  House.  If  they  were  laid  before  the 
House  they  would  rest,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, upon  his  statement ;  whereas  they 
could  be  sifted  and  placed  beyond  dis- 
pute by  a  Select  Committee.  He  would, 
therefore,  not  trouble  the  House  by 
entering  further  into  the  details  of  the 
subject,  but  would  conclude  that  short 
speech  by  making  the  Motion  which  he 
had  alteadv  submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SAlJNBEKS  seconded  the  Mo- 
tion. He  spoke  in  the  interests  of  the 
working  dasses,  and  protested  against 
the  constant  diminution  of  [the  'sfuaries 
of  lower  class  officials  who  worked  very 
hard,aDd  the  constant  increase  in  .those 
of  those  more  highly  placed.  It  was 
the  latter,  and  not  the  poor  letter- 
carriers,  in  whose  remuneration  a  saving 
ought  to  be  effected.  In  the  Telegraph 
Department,  for  instaJice,  the  Controller 
io  London  received  seven  times  the 
salary  of  a  first-class  telegrap^iist, 
whereas  in.  8witB«>Und  the  Director 
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Gmeral  of  the  whole  of  the  telegraphs 
only  receiTed  twioe  as  much  as  a  firat- 
olasa  telegraphist  In  Switzerland  the 
telegraphs  were  so  well  managed  that 
with  a  rate  of  \0d.  for  20  words  they 
had  been  able  to  repay  the  whole  of 
the  original  capital  outlay  for  construc- 
tion ;  and  at  present,  on  a  rate  of  5d. 
per  20  words,  the  profit  provided  the 
expense  of  the  necessary  apparatus  in 
oonatrncting  telephones,  whereas  a  li. 
Mte  in  this  country  had  not  been  remn- 
neratiTe.  In  Switzerland  the  Prime 
ICinister  received  only  £700  a-year,  and 
the  other  Ifiniatere  £600  a-year,  which 
was  in  striking  contrast  to  English  offi- 
cial salaries.  It  was  admitted  that  the 
Swiss  Ministry  was  composed  of  very 
able  men.  In  the  United  States  the 
same  example  of  economy  was  seen. 
The  Controller  of  the  National  Bank, 
who  had  great  powers  over  the  whole 
banking  system  of  the  country  —  the 
finest  system  in  the  world — only  reoeived 
£1,000  a-year.  The  rate  of  the  higher 
•alariesoDght  to  be  diminished,  and  that 
of  the  lower  raised ;  and  he  had,  there- 
fore, groat  pleasure  in  eeotmding  the 
Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  Baleot  Committee  be  appomted  to 
inquire  into  the  method  of  appointment  and 
apportionment  of  salaries  and  duties  under  the 
Cmm."—{Xr.  Cmham.) 

Thb  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  "William  Hakootjrt)  said, 
he  could  assure  his  hon.  Friend  who  had 
brought  forward  this  Motion  that  pro- 
posals in  favour  of  pablio  economy  would 
meet  with  no  opposition  &om  him.  At 
the  same  time,  it  was  undesirable  that 
there  should  be  any  misapprehension 
among  the  public  with  reference  to  the 
subject  of  expenditure  on  the  Civil  ad- 
ministration of  the  country.  There  was 
a  widwpread  belief  that  that  expenditure 
was  lai^ly  and  nndoly  inoreasing.  In 

*  reality  it  was  not  doing  so.  Although 
the  work  of  all  the  Civil  Departments 
had  increased  enormously  in  the  last 

'  80  years,  the  expenditure  bad  not  in- 
creased. It  was  true  that  the  ordinary 
Parliamentary  Estimate  showed  an  in- 
crease in  the  expenditure ;  but  that  was 
owing  to  the  inclusion  of  a  number  of 
items,  sudi  as  increased  educational 
grants  and  grants  in  aid  of  looal  taxa- 
tion whieh  were  not  striotl^  covered  by 
the  ^^iraaet  the  OMl  admuisfemtkm  of 


the  country.  From  a  Return  (No.  388) 
presented  to  Parliament,  it  appeared 
that  in  the  years  1657-8  the  charges  tot 
Civil  admiuistration  properly  bo  called 
were£6,931,000,  andinl880£5,980,000, 
or  £1,000  less.  That  was  a  fact  whioh 
reflected  credit  on  those  who  were  re- 
sponsible for  public  economy.  Speak- 
ing from  his  own  experience,  he  oould 
assure  the  House  that  no  longer  ago 
than  1859  the  work  of  the  Home  Offiee 
was  only  one-fifth  of  ita  work  now. 
Armies  of  Inspectors  had  been  created 
in  the  last  30  years,  and  the  numhw 
Judges  had  been  lai^ely  increased,  and 
yoi  so  great  had  been  the  care  taken  in 
connection  with  the  Civil  Expenditure  of 
the  counti7  that,  as  he  had  shown,  there 
had  been  in  1880  an  actual  diminution. 
In  1884-5  the  sum  of  the  expenditure 
was  £6,233,000,  an  increase  of  £300,000 
as  compared  with  the  year  1857.  There- 
fore, in  a  period  of  30  years  there  ha4 
been  no  substantial  increase  of  expendi- 
ture, although  four  times  as  much  work 
was  done.  The  increase  of  £300,000  in 
1884-5  was  due  to  the  acceleration  of 
the  OrdDance  Survey,  which  aooonnted 
for  £100,000 ;  to  the  institotien  of  the 
Irish  Land  Oommisston,  which  aooonnted 
fbr  £110,000;  to  the  purohase  of  the 
Blenheim  piotures,  which  aoeonnted  for 
£65,000 ;  to  the  determination  of  iha 
House  to  establish  a  Memorial  to  Gene- 
neral  Gordon ;  and  to  grants  for  the 
South  Kensiugton  Museum  and  the  Bri- 
tish Museum,  whioh  should  rightly  be 
placed  under  the  head  of  education. 
These  snms  put  together  amounted  to 
nearly  £500,000,  so  that  if  they  deducted 
these  exceptional  charges  they  found 
that  in  1884-5  the  general  charges  of 
the  Civil  administration  of  the  country 
were  less  than  they  were  80  years  ago. 
He  warned  the  House  not  to  be  led 
away  by  illustralions  taken  from  coun- 
tries whose  circumstances  were  venr  dif- 
ferent  from  those  of  the  United  King- 
dom. The  standard  of  public  salaries 
or  even  ordinary  wages  in  Switzerland 
was  not  applicable  to  this  country. 
There  were  many  occupations  in  Switzer- 
land which  the  working  men  of  England 
would  not  undertake  on  similar  terms. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States, 
he  was  assured,  made  a  great  mistake 
by  giving  low  salaries  to  public  officials. 
It  was  almost  impossible  in  that  oountiy 
to  induce  competent  men  to  accept  jodi- 
cial  postSf  as  tiie  aooeptuoaof  them  in- 
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"Mvedft  gFMtt  norMoe  of  income.  Th«i^ 
were  many  men  vrlio  even  refused  jtidi- 
m»JL  appointmente  in  the  Sapreme  Oowtt 
He  trusted  that  the  pnbHo  would  not  be- 
lieye  that  the  snbject  of  the  Oiril  Ex- 
pmditure  of  the  country  had  been  oare- 
tewfytreated.  ApriTateindiridaalwho 
ooald  Bay  that  ms  expenditnre  in  SO 
years  had  not  increased  although  the 
work  conducted  by  him  had  inoreased 
four-fold  would  certainly  be  held  to  be 
a  good  manager.  Now,  with  reference 
to  inquiry  into  this  matter,  it  was  not 
only  necessary  that  things  should  be  put 
right,  but  that  everybody  should  know 
the  real  state  of  the  facts.  The  question 
of  appointing  a  Committee  had  been, 
discussed  for  a  year  or  two.  There  was 
a  general  opinion  that  the  House  should 
take  some  more  careful  cognizance  of 
these  matters  than  could  be  done  in  the 
haphazard  condition  of  Committee  of 
Supply.  He  himself  in*the  Office  that 
he  neld  felt  very  sbnngly;  and  he  might 
say  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
Tomment  to  make  proposals  of  that 
kind.  He  was  not  at  liberty  to  antici- 
pate what  might  be  done  with  reference 
tn  the  Ptocedure  of  the  House ;  but  the 
GtevernmCTit  did  desire  that  the  Esti- 
mates should  be  in  some  form  or  other 
more  fully,  more  satisfactorily,  and  more 
completely  discussed.  He  thought  he 
might,  without  imprudence,  say  that 
they  were  prepared  to  embody  propoaals 
with  that  object  in  the  new  scheme  of 
Parliamentary  Procedure.  He  fao^ed 
that  the  Proposer  of  the  Reeolution 
would  he  satisfied  with  that  assurance, 
and  would  refrain  &om  pressing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  until,  at 
any  rate,  the  suggestions  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  been  laid  before  the 
House. 

Ma.  HAKDEL  OOSSHAU  eud,  he 
was  satisfied  with  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  begged  leave 
to  witlidraw  his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  tcithdram. 
ORDER  OF  TBM  DAT. 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY  ACT  (1880) 
AMENDMENT  BILL— [Bill  60.} 
( Jfr.  Arthur  G'Oomior,  Dr.  Commint,  Mr. 
Sexton^  JTr.  Jetae  Collingi.) 

SEOOJTD  B£ASXNa. 

Older  for  Seetmd  HiWding  fead. 
Sir  WtViam  Sarmrt 


Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR,  in 
moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  the  proposals  eoi- 
bodied  in  his  Bill  were  simple  and  un- 
pretending. The  first  of  the  objects  of 
the  Bill  was  to  secure  for  workmen  that 
pToteetion  which  Parliament,  by  the  Act 
of  1880,  desired  to  give  them,  but  which 
many  employers  had  mianaged  by  legal 
chicanery  to  deprive  them  of.  The  fact 
was  that  many  thousands  of  workmen 
had  been  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the 
Act  by  being  virtually  compelled  to  con- 
tract themselves  out  of  it.  The  first 
provision  of  the  Bill,  then,  was  to  render 
null  and  void  any  such  contracts.  The 
next  provision  was  to  secure  that  the 
employit  should  not  be  deprived  of  tbetr 
right  of  action  by  reason  merely  of  the 
fact  that  as  between  them  and  the  chief 
employer  there  was  introduced  another 
oontractor  of  sub-oontractor,  with  whom 
there  mig^t  be  privity  of  contract  with 
the  workman,  but  who  being  introduced 
as  an  intermediary  between  the  chief 
emi^^rer  and  Ae  workman,  prevented 
tiie  latter  from  bringing  an  action  lor 
injnry  sustained  by  reason  of  the  defec- 
tive condition  of  the  plant  or  anything 
else  as  to  the  condition  of  which  the 
head  employer  was  morally  responsible. 
Another  provision  was  that  in  those 
cases  in  which  notice  had  in  effect  been 
given,  or  in  those  cases  in  which  it  was 
perfectly  clear  that  notice  of  a  formal 
kind  was  not  necessary,  it  should  not  be 
incumbent  upon  the  injured  party  to 
Ornish  such  a  formal  notice  as  was  re- 
quired by  the  Act  of  1880.  Farther, 
that  it  might  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Court  to  a41ow  an  action  to  proceed, 
even  though  there  might  be  in  the 
notice  given  to  the  employo:  some 
teehnical  defect  which,  in  the  strict  con- 
stmotion  of  law,  might  be  held  to  vitiate 
it.  He  was  anxious  also  that  a  very 
great  injustice  which  had  been  almost 
unavoidable  under  the  earlier  Act  in 
respect  of  the  amount  of  compensation 
recoverable  by  an  injured  workman 
should  be  removed.  In  the  Act  of  1880 
the  amount  of  compensation  payable  was 
limited  to  the  very  trifling  sum  of  three 
years'  wages  of  a  person  employed  in 
that  particular  capacity— a  provision 
which  operated  hardly  on  a  youth  on 
the  ere  of  entering  into  receipt  of  a 
man's  wages,  and  to  remedy  that  in- 
justice in  such  cases;  but  he  pro- 
posed  to   Usdt  the  amount  whiclL. 
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oould  be  awarded  in  certain  oases  to 
£ltOf  unless  that  amount  was  clearly 
inadequate.  He  further  proposed  that 
actions  brought  by  workmen  for  injury 
sustained  should  not  be  remorablo  to 
Superior  Courts  unless  the  amount  of 
compensation  claimed  exceeded  the  sum 
of  £200.  The  nezi  section  of  his  Bill 
de6ned  the  word  *'  workman "  and 
made  it  include  seamen.  He  under- 
stood that  the  representatirea  of  the 
shipping  interest  were  arraying  them- 
selves against  Ihe  proposal,  and  he  had 
tried  to  find  out  why  this  organised 
opposition  was  threatened.  He  was 
assured  that  the  shipowners  were  hostile 
to  the  proposal  not  so  muoh  because  of 
the  compensation  they  might  have  to 
pay  on  account  of  injuries  to  their  men 
in  the  United  Kingdom  as  on  account  of 
the  uncertain  liability  they  might  incur 
with  regard  to  the  Baih>rs  in  their 
Tcssels  in  foreign  parts.  If  that  wore 
the  case  he  wotdd  accept  an  Amend- 
ment exempting  shipowzLere  from  liabi< 
lity  under  circumstances  in  which  it 
oould  be  shown  that  their  liability  was 
unreasonable  in  respect  of  injuries  sus- 
tained abroad ;  though  before  doing  so 
he  should  like  to  ascertain  the  sense  of 
the  House  on  this  subject.  The  BUI 
also  altered  ihe  definition  of  the  term 
"person  having  superintendenoe  in- 
trusted to  him,"'  as  at  present,  if  a 
superintendent  were  engaged  move  or 
less  in  manual  labour  a  suh-tmploj/d 
was  debarred  from  obtaining  any.  oom- 
pensation  from  the  chief  employer  for 
injuries  sustained.  This  was  in  his 
judgment  a  grievous  blot  in  the  Act  of 
1880.  Finally,  the  Bill  provided  for 
the  continuance  of  the  Act  of  1880  as 
amended,  and  repealed  the  section  which 
said  that  the  Statute  should  last  only  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1 887.  In  conduaion, 
the  hon.  Member  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seeond 
time."— (Jfr.  Arthur  O'Connor.) 

Thb  attorney  general  (Mr. 
Ghablbs  Busseix)  said,  he  would  indi- 
cate what  the  Government  suggested 
for  consideration  by  the  House  as  the 
proper  course  to  adopt  in  reference 
to  this  measure.  In  the  first  place,  he 
might  remark  that  the  Government  had 
complete  spmpatby  with  the  main  object 
whi«L  the  hon.  Member  IumI  in  view.  Jjk 
saying  that,  however,  he  wished  to 


guard  himself  against  being  supposed 
to  commit  the  Qovemment  on  several 
important  points.  There  was  also  a  Bill 
standing  for  a  second  reading;  under  tbe 
charge  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt),  which  dealt 
with  the  same  subject-matter  as  the  pre- 
sent measure.  It  was  much  shorter 
and  not  so  far-reaching  as  the  Bill  of 
the  ham.  Member  opposite.  The  Act  of 
1880  was  a  new  departure  in  legislation, 
and  to  a  great  extent  a  tmtative  mea- 
sure, and  its  pnnoiple  was  at  the  time 
much  debated  in  that  House.  He  did 
not  mean  to  suggest  that  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  withdraw  from  the 
principle  embodied  in  the  Act,  far  from 
It }  but  the  fact  that  it  was  then  treated 
as  a  new  departure  in  legislation  and 
as  a  tentative  measure  suggested  that 
probably  the  time  had  been  reached 
when  it  would  be  very  convenient  that 
the  whole  subject  should  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Seleet  Committee 
of  the  House.  The  Government  sug- 
gested, therefore,  that  the  subject-matter 
of  this  Bill  and  of  that  of  the  non.  Mem- 
ber for  Morpeth,  should  be  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee.  With  regard  to 
a  large  olaas  of  mjtloyi*^  he  thought 
there  would  be  a  disposition  on  t^e  part 
of  the  House  to  make  it  impossible  for 
them  to  contract  themselves  out  of  the 
Act ;  but  he  said  that  in  relation  to  the 
narrower  definition  of  the  Act  of  1880, 
and  not  to  the  wider  clause  of  this  Bill, 
which  would  include  clerks  and  managers 
of  businesses,  or  persons  engaged  in 
supervision.  This  might  be  right ;  but 
it  was  necessary  to  consider  the  matter 
before  making  so  great  a  change.  He 
agreed  with  l^e  hon.  Member  that  sea- 
men were  entitled  to  full  protection ;  but 
it  was  clear  that  different  consideridionB 
applied  to  that  subject-matter  than 
those  which  were  applicable  to  the  oases 
meant  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Act  of 
1880.  It  was  obvious  that  to  fix  liability 
on  an  employer  for  the  result  of  accidoat 
when  he  could  not  by  any  exercise  of 
his  control  or  discretion  prevent  the  acci- 
dent presented  a  very  different  case  from 
that  when  an  employer  was  or  might 
I  be  on  the  spot.  While  he  (the  Attorney 
General)  desired  to  see  the  fullest  prac- 
I  ticable  protection  for  so  important  a  class 
(  as  seamoD,  it  might  be  necessary  in  their 
case  to  have  special  provisions  as  to 
notice  to  employers  and  so  forth. 
He  willed  to  giiiatd  the  Government 
against  any  announoement  of  a  poaitiTe 
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opinion  on  any  of  the  topics  lie  had  re- 
ferred to ;  but  the  course  which  the  Go- 
Temment  suggested  was  that  tiiis  de- 
bate should  be  adjonrned,  and  that  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  should 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  the  Bubjeot-matterof  the  two  Bills 
in  queetion. 

Sib  H.  A8SHET0N  CROSS  said,  he 
did  not  understand  exactly  what  course 
the  Government  recommended — whether 
it  was  that  they  should  assent  to  the 
second  reading  and  then  refer  the  Bill 
as  proposed,  or  whether  it  was  that  they 
should  adjourn  the  debate  on  this  Bill, 
as  well  as  upon  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth,  for  the  purpose 
of  having  the  priaciple  involved  dis- 
cussed fully  and  fairly  before  a  Select 
Committee.  [The  Attorney  Genebaij 
assented.]  The  latter  would  certainly 
be  the  more  convenient  coarse.  He 
muB^  however,  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  t^e  fact  that  iu  the  Act  of 
1880  there  was  a  clause  providing  that 
it  should  only  be  tentative  and  remain 
in  force  until  the  year  1887,  in  order 
that  the  countty  might  see  how  its  pro- 
visions worked.  Having  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  employers  and  employed  in 
the  great  manuiacttiriog  constituency 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent, 
he  was  quite  certain  that  the  great 
object  of  the  House  ought  to'be  to  pro- 
mote good  feeling  between  employers 
and  employed.  Great  objection  had 
been  taken  to  the  Act  of  1880,  because 
some  employers  had  contracted  them- 
selves out  of  it,  and  therefore  that  the 
employed  did  not  get  the  full  benefit  of 
the  Act.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were 
other  questions  to  be  considered,  such 
as  the  habit  of  employers  in  Northern 
counties  insuring  themselves  against 
accident.  He  would  not,  however,  now 
discuss  the  question  at  length,  for  he 
thought  the  Government,  if  he  under- 
stood the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
rightly,  had  taken  a  very  proper  course. 
Before  the  Act  of  1880  was  made  per- 
petual or  an  addition  made  to  it,  he 
thought  that  both  employers  and  em- 
ployed had  a  ri^ht  to  have  the  question 
fully  discussed,  in  order  to  see  how  the 
Act  had  worked,  and  how  the  proposed 
extension  of  it  would  be  likely  to  work. 
As  he  understood  it,  the  proposal  of  the 
Qovemment  was  that  the  whole  subject 
of  the  Act  of  1880  should  be  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee,  and  tiiai  l^e  debate 


on  this  Bill  and  on  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
MembOT  for  Morpeth  should  be  ad- 
journed until  that  Committee  had  re- 
ported. As  the  Beesion  was  atiil  so 
young,  there  would  be  ample  time  to 
disouss  tiiese  Bills  at  a  latw  period  wilb- 
ont  running  the  risk  of  not  coming  to  a 
conclusion  npon  them. 

Mb.  LOOKWOOD  said,  be  thought 
that  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  dis- 
tinctly showed  that  he  did  not  mean  any- 
thing like  the  same  as  the  Attorney 
General,  beoanse,  as  he  understood  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  he  pro- 
posed that  the  question  of  these  two 
Bills  should  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had 
informed  the  House  that  nothing  was 
further  from  his  purpose  than  to  sow 
dissension  between  employers  and  em- 
ployed; but  in  reality  he  inferred  that 
he  was  not  in  favour  of  reflming  these 
two  Bills  to  a  Committee,  but  of  refer- 
ring the  general  principle  involved  in 
the  abortive  Act  they  were  endeavouring 
to  amend.  That,  he  hoped,  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  do  all  in  their  power  to  pre- 
vent. The  Bill  which  it  was  sought  to 
amend  had  seen  perilous  times  in  the 
House,  and  what  was  the  result?  It 
was  a  result  of  which,  speaking  as  a 
lawyer,  perhaps,  he  ought  not  to  com- 
plain, because  he  should  tiiink  it  had 
created  more  litigation  than  any  Act 
passed  for  many  years  past.  But  he 
thought  that  was  the  very  thing  which 
hon.  Members  who  sought  to  amend 
the  Bill  wished  to  prerent.  The  object 
was  to  simplify  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  of  1880,  and  to  do  anaj  with  liti- 
gation. The  Attorney  General  had 
alluded  to  another  Bill,  likely  shortly  to 
come  before  Ibe  House,  which  was  in 
charge  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mor- 
peth; but  he  (Mr.  Lockwood)  was  not 
aware  that  that  BiU  was  a  better  one 
than  the  Bill  introduced  that  night.  He 
believed  it  agreed  in  the  main  with  the 
present  Bill.  He  took  it  that  those  who 
were  interested  in  amending  the  Act  of 
1880  wished,  if  they  could,  to  prevent 
the  employer  irom  contracting  himself 
out  of  the  Act.  That  was  thenret  great 
principle  to  be  fouffht  for  in  the  amended 
Bill.  It  was  said  by  those  who  opposed 
that  Bill  that  this  principle  would  inter- 
fere with  freedom  of  oontract.  That 
was  not  the  first  time  they  had  heard 
about  tbia  bog^y  of  "freedom  of  ooa- 
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ttaok."  It  vas  all  very  well  to  talk 
abont  freedom  of  oontraot ;  but  he  knev 
BomeUunff  aboot  these  matters,  and  he 
TOttld  aak  what  was  the  freedom  of 
oontraot  in  the  well-known  ease  of  the 
Earl  of  Dudley  f  It  was  held  that  the 
platnog  of  placards  up  ia  a  eoUiery 
bound  the  workpeople  to  the  contract 
contained  in  those  placards.  He  con- 
tended that  when  working  men  came  to 
the  House  and  said  they  wanted  pro- 
teotiou,  the  House  was  bound  to  protect 
them.  Thwe  were  many  cases  in  which, 
with  regard  to  the  testing  of  machinery 
and  the  limitation  of  the  hours  of  labour, 
freedom  of  contract  was  already  inter- 
fered with,  and  if  the  working  men  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  be  protected  there 
could  be  no  farther  discussion  of  the 

Cciple  of  the  BiU,  and  the  law  must 
imonded  iu  tbat  respect.  Another 
question  of  jtrinci^e  was  involved  in  the 
provision  with  respect  to  notiee  of  action. 
In  ordinary  oases  persons  were  not  en- 
titled to  notice  of  action ;  but  only  cer- 
tain oorjporations  and  official  penons 
like  magistrates  were  entitled  by  Statute 
to  notice  of  action.  He  could  see  no 
reason  why  employers  should  have 
notice  of  action  givni  to  them  in  respect 
of  injuries  sustained  by  their  workmen, 
whioh  in  99  cases  out  of  100  occurred 
on  the  masters*  own  premises.  Then 
with  regard  to  leaving  the  matter  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Court.  He  spoke  with 
idl  due  respect  of  the  Court  and  its  dis- 
cretion; but  he  contended  that  all  words 
with  refereuoe  to  discretion  had  better 
be  loft  out  of  the  Bill,  for  discretion 
really  implied  litigation.  For  his  own 
part,  he  believed  that  many  hon.  llem- 
bers  would  be  quite  willing  at  once  to 
go  to  a  division  on  the  principle  involved 
in  this  BiU  and  the  Bill  introduced  by 
thehon.  Member  for  Morpeth,  and  that 
if  they  did  so  they  would  be  in  a  better 
position  than  if  they  refexired  the  Bill  to 
a  Select  Committee. 

Thb  SECBETAET  op  state  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPAETMENT  (Mr.  Chil- 
BXBs)  said,  that  he  had  been  invited  to 
state  explicitly  the  views  of  Her  Ma- 

i'esty's  Government  as  to  the  course  to 
le  taken  in  respect  to  this  Bill.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  thought  tbat  the 
snbjeot-matter  of  the  Act  of  1880  and 
the  subjeot-matter  of  this  Bill  and  of 
the  Bill  of  thehon.  Membwfor  M<wpeth 
(Mr.  Burt)  should  be  referred  to  <me 
BelMt  Oommfttw).  For  that  puipoM  h» 


ehoold  mggest  thai  this  Bill  should  he 
adjourned  for  a  reasonable  time,  until 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth 
could  be  brought  forward  and  read  a 
aeoond  time.  In  that  way  all  questions 
would  be  placed  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee for  tiieir  considemtion.  It  waa 
not  possible  to  refer  both  Bills  to  a  Select 
Committee  at  once;  that  course  could 
only  be  taken  when  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth  had  been  read  a 
second  time.  It  would  be  much  better, 
therefore,  to  refer  all  questions  to  a 
Select  Committee,  which,  it  was  pro- 
bable, might  be  appointed  within  the 
next  month  or  six  weeks,  by  which  time 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mor- 
peth might  be  reached.  He  might  say 
that  he  made  this  proposal  in  no  spirit 
of  hostilily  to  the  present  Bill ;  but  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee ought  to  have  the  whole  subject 
before  it.  If  it  was  necessary  now  to 
decide  the  qaestion,  he  should  express 
himself  in  favour  of  the  principle  of 
this  BUI.  The  Act  of  1880  required 
amendment  in  several  matters,  including 
the  power  to  contract  oat  of  it  and  as 
to  the  limitation  of  the  amount  which 
employers  might  be  compelled  to  pay. 
He  would,  therefore,  ask  the  House  to 
allow  an  inquiiy  to  be  instituted  into 
the  whole  su^eot,  with  the  assurance  on 
the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
that  thoy  agreed  with  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  this  Bill.  He  would  remind 
the  House  that  before  the  end  of  this 
Session  a  Bill  ought  to  be  passed  dealing 
with  the  Act  of  1880,  and  it  would  be 
better  for  the  Select  Committee  to  have 
the  whole  matter  before  them  than  a 
Bill  deaUnff  with  only  one  part  of  the 
question.  Before  1887  an  Act  must  be 
passed  renewing  or  continuing  or  other- 
wise dealing  with  the  Act  of  1880 ;  and 
it  would  be  much  more  convenient, 
therefore,  that  the  Select  Committee 
should  deal  with  all  questions.  He 
trusted  that  the  House  would  adopt  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  Attorney  General, 
with  the  assurance  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  appoint  a  Conunittee  to 
deal  with  the  whole  subject. 

Mb.  THOEOLD  EGGEES  rose  to  a 
point  of  Order.  He  wished  to  know 
whether,  if  this  Bill  were  read  a  second 
time,  it  would  be  possible  immediately 
afterwards  to  read  Uie  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth,  <ni  &e  ground 
thattlw  nnalUr  wonUl  be  inflhuedin 
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the  leuf  [_L<md  huskt«r.'\  He  meant 
thai  the  iesa  would  be  icehided  in  the 
great.  He  also  wi^ed  to  know  whether 
it  would  be  possible  for  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  to  give  a  guarantee  to  the 
House  that  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Oommittee  before  it  had 
passed  the  second  reading  ? 

Mb.  speaker  said,  that  the  second 
qaes^n  put  to  him  by  die  hon.  Member 
vos  not  one  for  him  to  dedde.  With 
respect  to  hit  6Tst  question,  he  «ould 
only  state  that  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible to  antusipate  the  Bill  of  tiie  non. 
Member  for  MOTpeih. 

Mb.  F.  S.  PO  WELIi :  This  is  a  qnes- 
tion  which,  beyond  any  other,  ought  to 
be  discussed  in  a  spirit  of  good  temper 
and  moderation  by  both  sides  of  the 
House.  There  is  one  important  class — 
namely,  the  colliers  employed  in  our 
coal  mines,  whom  we  are  bound  to  take 
into  our  consideration.  No  class  of  men 
is  more  worthy  of  consideration  than  the 
working  collier  who  pursues  his  oalling, 
day  after  day,  contending  with  the 
f<Nroe8  of  natore  and  meohanioal  toienee 
under  cinBumstances  of  the  utmost 
danger  and  difficulty.  It  must  be  re- 
membered, in  diaoossing  questions  of 
this  Und,  lirnt  it  is  essential  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  working  m*n  thftt  the  oapi- 
talist  should  be  seeoie  of  the  capital  he 
adranees,  and  that  he  should  be  en- 
couraged to  inveathis  fortune  in  dan- 
gerous occupations  rather  than  inrest 
it  in  Oonsols  and  Hallway  Debentures. 
["Question!"]  This  is  the  Question; 
and  I  beg  to  tell  those  hon.  Members 
who  cry  "  Question !  "  that  the  sooner 
they  devoto  UiemselTes  to  the  subject 
before  the  House  the  better.  In  the 
ooBstilttency  whioh  I  represent  ( Wigan) 
there  exists  a  large  insurance  fund, 
oonsisting  ofoontritrntionsboth  from  the 
masters  and  men.  In  consequence  of  the 
existence  of  this  fund  the  men  are  able 
to  contract  themaelTBS  out  of  ^e  Act, 
and  the  mastots  are  not  foroed  to  oome 
under  its  prorisiona.  The  eontraotjcon- 
sists  in  thia— that  the  masters  oontribnto 
25  per  oent  of  the  fund ;  and  the  advaa- 
tages  which  the  ooUier  gains  under  this 
oonditioa  of  things  is,  that  when  an  ac- 
cident happens,  iuTolring  loss  of  life  or 
injury,  there  is  no  uncertainty,  delay, 
or  legal  cost  involved,  but  the  injured 
man,  or,  in  the  ease  of  a  death,  his  re- 
presentativee,  oome  upon  the  insurance 
fund  the  very  next  day.    There  is  a 


certainty  that  adratttage  m^  be  taken 
of  the  fund  without  any  deduction  What- 
ever for  the  heavy  cost  which  always 
attends  the  initiation  of  legal  proceed- 
ings. I  appear  here  to-day  on  behalf 
of  the  colliery  proprietors  ;  and  I  wish 
to  remind  the  House  ttiat  in  many  cases 
when  an  accident  happens  in  a  colliery 
all  evidence  of  carelessness  or  negligence 
is  swept  away  by  the  accident  itseu.  I 
believe  it  would  be  found  in  many  cases 
that  if  this  insurance  fund  were  alto- 
gether done  away  with,  and  if  the  sole 
reHonee  of  the  working  collier  was  to  be 
upon  this  Act,  when  a  grievom  misfor- 
tune happened,  be  would  by  the  act  of 
this  House  in  passing  the  present  Bill 
be  entirely  deprived  of  all  remedy  in  the 
hour  of  his  greatest  misfortuDe  and  his 
deepest  need.  We  ought  not  to  allow 
ourselves  to  be  carried  away  by  fervid 
appeals  to  our  sympathy ;  but  we  are 
bound  to  have  regard  to  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  working  collier  himself  guns 
great  and  signal  advantage  by  being 
able  to  contract  himself  out  of  the  Act 
as  now  allowed  by  law.  Not  only  is  he 
allowed  to  do  so,  but  he  is  almost  en- 
couraged to  enter  into  a  contract.  As 
regards  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Doneg^  (Mr.  A.  O'Oonnor),  I  do  not 
wish  to  discuss  it  any  length.  I  was 
certainly  surprised  to  hear  ^e  opening 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who  intro- 
duced the  Bill.  He  said  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his  speech,  if  I  rightly  under- 
stood him,  that  the  subject  had  not  been 
well  discussed  hitherto ;  and  towards  the 
end  of  his  observations  he  informed  us 
that  the  mattor  was  thoroughly  debated 
in  1880,  and  that  little  more  was  to  be 
said  upon  it  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  fact  is,  that  although  the  period  of 
the  Session  was  somewhat  advanced  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Bill  occupied  a 
considerable  time,  and  the  Bill  was  de- 
bated  ^arefully  clause  by  olanse,  nay, 
almost  word  b^  wcwd.  There  are  only 
one  or  two  points  which  I  think  it  is 
necesssary  I  should  mentioa  before  I  nt 
down.  The  first  is  a  matter  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  Member— nunely,  that  most 
d^^iUt  question  of  responsibUity.  It  is 
cleariy  out  of  the  question  that  every  em- 
ployer should  be  rendered  liable  under 
this  Act  for  the  miscondnot  of  every  one 
of  his  work-people.  I  know  no  subject  of 
greater  dimculty,  or  one  more  worthy 
of  bong  invcBt^ated  by  a  Select  Corn- 
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nuttos.  TIwQ,  oomea  a  vexed  question, 
fphiuh  the  hoc.  Member  has  alao  men- 
tioned— namely,  the  extension  erf  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  to  other  classes,  in- 
dudtQg  sailors.  That  is  a  subject  of 
large  dimensions;  and  not  only  is  it  a 
large,  but  it  is  also  a  very  difficult  sub- 
ject to  handle,  and  vill  require  careful 
searchiog  out.  I  am  unable  to  say  whe- 
ther the  hon.  Member  behind  me,  the 
Member  |.for  Ormskirlc  (Mr.  Forwood), 
wishes  sailors  to  be  included  ia  the  Bill  \ 
but  be  will  probfU>Iy  address  the  House 
upon  that  part  of  the  questloB,  asIbaTe 
no  title  to  npeak  on  their  behalf.  I  do 
bDpe  that,  whatever  change  may  be  made 
in  the  law,  tbje  Statute  will  be  such 
that  It  will  not,  and  oaunot,  break  down 
in  practice.  I  trust  that  it  will  be  so 
clear  in  its  terms  that  no  intelligent 
working  man  in  this  country  will  have 
the  slightest  difficulty  in  ascertaiinog 
the  meaning  of  the  Statute  under  which 
he  pursues  his  calling.  Then,  again, 
Bupposing  the  law,  after  our  delibera- 
tions are  concluded,  leaves  any  freedom 
in  th.e  matter,  I  trust  that  it  will  be  a 
real  and  true  freedom,  so  that  if  any 
man  oontracts  himself  out  of  the  Act  he 
wiU  do  eo  of  his  own  free  will  for  hia  own 
liberty.  ["No!"]  I  do  not  understand 
these  intermptions  ^m  the  other  side 
of  the  Hotue.  I  am  speaking  in  favour 
of  the  freedom  of  the  working  man  ;  and 
if  hon.  Members  challenge  my  observa- 
tions I  would  aak  what  is  the  kind  of 
liberty  they  desire  to  give  to  the  work- 
ii^  man  7  Another  point  is  that  the 
notice,  if  notice  is  to  be  given,  should 
be  of  a  simple  character,  and  not  fenced 
about  by  technicalities  or  the  ineliLntion 
of  artificial  machinery ;  nor  should  it 
contain  any  of  those  saaree  whioh  are  so 
pxej  udioi^  in  daily  practioe  to  the  artizan , 
class  of  our  population.  I  was  reluctant 
to  rise ;  but  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  take 

£art  in  the  debate,  and  I  certainly  do 
ope  that  a  temperate  discussion,  which 
I  have  no  doubt  will  take  plaoe  upon 
this  Bill  in  liie  course  of  the  present 
Session,  will  result  in  placing  the  law 
in  a  satisfactory  position— that  the  capi- 
talist may  be  encouraged  to  invest  bis 
capital,  and  that  the  working  man  may 
feel  seeore  &om  loss  in  pursuit  of  a 
hazardous  and  dangerous  occupation. 

ThbGH  ANOELLOR  oif  th»  EXOHE- 
QUER  (Sir  William  HiBOODax) :  I 
wish  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  House 
irhieb  I  think  would  meet  tho  riewa  of 

VOL.  OOCm.   [third  sebieb.] 


boUi  sides  of  this  question.  I  think 
that  all  agree  with  thje  observations  of 
my  right  hoa.  Friend  the  Home  Secre- 
tary that  it  is  desirable,  in  some  form  or 
other,  that  the  whole  Act  of  1880,  and 
not  merely  the  part  of  the  subjeot  in- 
eluded  in  this  Bill,  should  be  reported 
upon  by  the  Committee.  It  would  be  a 
most  oonvenient  course  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  inquire  into  the  whole 
subject.  On  the  oUter  hand,  Gentlemen 
who  are  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  being,  as 
X  think,  a  Urge  majority  of  the  House, 
desire  Uiat  the  oourse  may  be  taken  in 
this  case  which  is  sometimes  takmi  by 
the  House— ^lunely,  that  the  Bill  shonld 
be  read  a  second  time ;  and  then,  since 
it  is  only^a  short  time  before  the  Bill  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mor- 
peth (Mr.  Burt)  will  come  up  for  discus- 
sion, and,  as  I  think,  no  one  would  de- 
sire that  a  Bill  proposed  by  my  hon. 
Friend  should  be  excluded  from  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee,  it  would 
only  delay  the  decision  of  the  Commit- 
tee a  short  time  if  we  were  to  wait  until 
we  read  that  Bill  ako  a  second  time,  and 
referred  it  as  well  to  tbe  Select  Oommit- 
tee.  I  would  suggest^  further,  that  it 
shoidd  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Commit- 
tee tliafe  th^  hnve  power  to  inquire  into 
the  operaticm  of  the  whole  odC  the  Act  of 
1880,  and  thus  enlarge  the  power  of  the 
Committee,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to 
deal  with  the  whole  subject,  as  well  as 
with  both  Bills.  I  think  that  would  be 
a  satisfactory  way  of  bringing  the  whole 
topic  under  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee. If  this  oourse  is  acceptable  to 
the  House,  I  think  we  should  read  this 
Bill  a  second  time.'on* the  understanding 
that  within  a  short  time  the  whole  sub- 
ject will  be  brou^^t  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee. 

Mb.  BUBT  :  I  have  for  many  years 
taken  a  very  keen  interest  in  the  subject 
now  under  discusnon,  both  before  I  be- 
came a  Member  and  since  I  berame  a 
Member  of  the  House.  TogeUier  witili 
my  hon.  Friend  the  late  Mr.  Macdonald, 
I  took  an  active  part  in  advocating  the 
measure  which  is  now  the  Aot  of  1880. 
I  believe  that  that  Act  has  produced 
great  benefits  to  the  working  people. 
Those  who  advocated  it  did  so  not 
merely  as  a  means  of  getting  com- 
pensation for  widows  and  orphans,  but 
generally  for  securing  the  safe^  of  the 
workmen  themselves ;  and  the  universal 
testimony  of  Inspeotore  of  FaetorieQ,  In* 
2  N 
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apeoiGtBotHinte,  andihoie  who  are  oon- 
neoted'Tith  Benefit  Sooietias  and  Trade 
tToioQfl  ainong  the  workpeoj^e,  is  that 
the  Aot  h&e  been  invalaable  as  a  means 
of  probeoting  life  and  limb  in  oonneotion 
mth  induBtrial  ocoupatioae.  Well,  Sir, 
the  main  diffioultj  or  oauae  of  dissatis- 
fftotioa  vbioh  bae  arisen  in  oonneotion 
mth  the  Act  it  that  a  certun  number  of 
employers  hare  compelled  their  workmen 
to  QOAtrftot  themeelveB  out  oi  ihe  benefits 
oftjhoAet.  ABabodj,tbeempIojdrHhaT6 
ueoeiptMd  the  Act  lo^nJLyt  and  tiiose  who 
have  eoa-tnoted  themselres  out  of  it  are 
quitoihe exertion.  AafiuaBtheworldDfl* 
men  and  the  iVade  0atona  are  ooDoomod, 
their  desire  is  to  bare  the  Act  made  eom- 
pidsory.  As  the  House  knows,  in  the 
last  Parliament  as  veil  as  in  this  I  in- 
troduoed  a  measure  to  deal  with  the 
subject.  It  went  to  a  divisioo  in  the  late 
Farliament,  and  I  was  defeated  by  a  very 
maj<Krity.  With  regard  to  the  Bill 
whieh  is  now  before  the  House,  and 
whi<^  has  been  introduoed  by  the  hon. 
UembetfforPonegal  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor), 
I  may  cay  that  I  entofelj  approve  of  it, 
and  I  can  say  that  with  Hke  loss'heaita- 
tion,  b^eause  the  hon.  Member  has  really 
approfxriated  tho  prorisioaa  of  my  Bilt 
ana  embodied  thom  in  his,  aHhongh  his 
Bill. deals  >alao  with  some  other  mattem 
wbiofa,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  deeuable  to 
deal  with,  but  whioh  I  had  omitted.  Asfar 
as  I  eta  conoeraed,  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  accept  thft  proposal  which  has  been 
mad&by  the  Gfaaaoellor  oi  tbB  Ezdkequer 
-^jnamely*  to  read  this  Bill  a  second 
Hvx^i  beoanse  it  ia  very  iotportant  that 
w«  shoiukl  a£Snn  the  principle  of  the 
measure  by  assenting  to  the  second  read- 
ing. With  regard,  however,  to  my  own 
BUI,  I  most  make  an  appeal  to  the  Go- 
vernment. I  to  thank  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  have-  apoiken  appnniagly  of 
the  proviuons  of  that  Bill ;  but  I  would 
poiat  out  to  tbem  that  the  position  in 
whiioh  the  measure  sow  stands  is  not  a 
very  advantagjeoua  oae^  and  therefore 
I  hope  tte  GoTemmeut  will  KflEbrd  me 
f  adlxtiee  iot  having  it  read  a  second  time. 
I  do  not  think  it  will  be  necessary  to 
press  the  matter  ait  any  length;  but  I 
hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  will 
endeavour — and  I  think  tbey  can  do  it  if 
they  like — to  give  facilities  lor  having 
the  Bill  read  a  seoood  time,  after  which 
I  think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the 
oomideto  aod  eatiafaeteiy  eettLement  of 
the  whide  qnestiMi  that  tiie  aatgeot 


should  be  reihittod,  as'  has  been  nw« 
gested,  to  the  Select  Oommittaethat  will 
sit  upon  the  present  Bill. 

Me,  STATMiBY  HILL:  I  have 
listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the  re- 
marks wfadeh  have  fallen  from  the  hen. 
Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Bart),  and  I 
think  it  would  be  most  satisfaotmy  that 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  should  alto 
be  submitted  to  the  oonsideratiou  of  the 
Select  Committee,  beoanse  at  the  last 
Heotion  it  was  that  Bill  which  was  be* 
foK  (he  oonatitaenciee,  and  to  whi^  the 
attention  of  oandidates  waa  directed. 
Indted,  I  aw  eony  to  find  that  the  BSX 
of  the  hon.  Heraber  ibr  hbmeth  has 
been  portponed  for  that  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  Aj  O^Gonnor) ; 
but  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the  hon. 
Member  that  he  does  not  object  to  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Donegal, 
and  that  it  praotically  ooine^ea  with  the 

Eroviaions  of  bis  own  measure.  That 
eing  so,  I  freely  accept  what  has  fallen 
from  the  OhanoeHoar  <k  the  Bxcheqaer; 
and  I  h(^e  that,  as  the  right  ben.  Qfiotle- 
man  has  suggested,  the  two  Bills  will  be 
referred  to  a  S^eot  Committee,  so  that 
the  same  Committee  may  deal  with  them, 
and  with  the  Act  of  18M^  sad  present  a 
Beportto  the  Houseoa  the  whole  subject. 
I  have  always  been  averse  to  power 
being  given  to  any  persons  to  ooairaoi 
theaucdTos  oat  ci  an  Ati  of  FaiiiaiBent 
If  we  pass  an  Act  of  Fariiament  we  pess 
it  for  uko  whote  of  the  Eealm,  aad  not  as 
a  voluntary  or  permissive  Aot  for  any 
persons  to  contract  themselves  out  of. 
That  was  the  view  whioh  I  took  in  re- 
gard to  the  Agviooltural  Holdings  Act, 
and  other  measures  of  a  similar  natme. 
At  the  same  time,  I  sboald  be  extremely 
sorry  to  put  unadvisedly  any  oompnlaion 
on  those  masters  who,  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt)  has  just 
pointed  out,  have  acted  so  well  towards 
their  workmen  in  tiie  contracts  they  have 
made  withtbem,andfioaiwhomthe  work- 
men have  got  more  than  they  ooaid  inve 
obtained  nndertbe  Act.  Z  refisrte  suoh 
cases  as  that  of  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  Company  and  oertoda 
large  brewM-s,  who  have  provided  for 
their  work:men  in  a  mnoh  better  way 
than  they  are  provided  for  under  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  We  most  take  oare 
that,  in  pieventingworkmenandmasters 
from  0(»itraoting  themselves  out  of  the 
Act,  we  do  not  put  an  end  to  those  ea4a- 
Ufy  oentnteif  whioh  bow  etigt,  ^  maaty 
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oaaesi  between  mMteteandirorkineii.  It 
is  on  ground  that  I  think  tiie  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  Seleot  Oommittee. 
lake  the  hon.  Member  for  Wigan  (Mr.  F. 
S.  Powell),  I  may  saj  that  many  of  my 
constituents  are  affected  by  the  Bill ;  and 
it  is  one  of  thme  matters  to  which 
my  attention  was  frequently  called 
daring  the  Qeneral  Election.  Questtoos 
were  pat  to  me  in  refereiLee  to  the 
propriety  of  amending  tha  Aot  in  the 
direction  proposed  by  the  Bill  introduced 
laat  year  by  the  hon.  M«nber  for  Mor- 
peth  (Mr.  Burt).  There  is  one  other 
poiat  to  whioh  allusion  was  made  by  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
York  (Mr.  Lockwood)— namely,  the 
question  of  notice.  I  agree  with  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  that  there  is 
no  reason  why»  in  actions  of  this  sort, 
there  should  be  notice  any  more  than 
in  any  other  action.  The  notice  should 
be  the  same  as  is  required  under  Lord 
Gampbdl's  Act  in  the  ease  of  oom- 
pensation,  and  there  should  bo  no  further 
limitation  than  there  is  in  actions  gene- 
rally. With  r^ord  to  the  other  details 
tA  &e  Bill,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I 
should  detain  the  House  by  any  oriti- 
oism ;  because,  as  the  whole  matter  is 
going  before  a  Select  Committee — not 
only  this  Bill,  but  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth — together  with 
the  Act  of  1880,  there  is  every  hope  that 
there  may  be  produced  by  that  Com- 
nuttee  and  laid  before  the  House  a 
measure  which  will  place  the  whole 
question  upon  a  satusfaotory  basis. 

Hb.  SIUABT-WOBTLEY:  I  must 
confess  that  in  this  matter  Her  Majesty's 
Qorernment  appear  to  have  no  very  de- 
finite idea  of  the  course  which  should  be 
adopted.  Ten  minutes  ago  the  promise 
made  on  their  behalf  in  r^ard  to  ihie 
Bill  and  the  Bill  of  the  lu>n.  Member  for 
Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt)  was  that  they  dioald 
be  referred  to  a  Seleot  Oommittee.  and 
that  pending  thatreference  titere  should 
be  an  adjournment  of  the  present  debate. 
But,  for  some  reason  which  is  still  con- 
cealed by  Her  Mf^esty's  Ministers,  t^at 
proposal  to  adjourn  the  debate  has  now 
been  abandoned ;  and  we  understand 
that  the  Ohanoellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
unable  to  divest  himself  of  the  ioslincts 
which  possessed  him  when  at  the  Home 
a^^aOj  sow  interrenes  and  OTcrrides  the 
detMuon  <3&  his  Colleague  the  Home  8e< 
;  and  we  are  told  that  the  Bill 
aoir  b9  i»«d  a  ewMtd  ttme^- 


["No!"]  lam  in  the  reeMIeetion  of 
the  House ;  and  I  am  prepared  to  main- 
tain, in  the  presence  of  hon.  Members 
who  heard  what  passed,  that  there  was 
a  . distinct  understanding  come  to,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Home  Secrotary,  that 
there  should  be  an  adjourmnmt  of  the 
debate.  But,  howerer  that  may  ba,  the 
effect  will  be  slight  so  f)»  as  the  merits' 
of  the  BiU  itself  are  oonoenwd.  Those 
who  areilriendly  totheprincipleof  theBm* 
ployers*  Liability  Act.  and  those  who  de- 
sire an  ezteneion  of  the  prorisions  of  that 
Act,  know  that  the  time  must  shortly  ar- 
rire  when  it  will  be  necesaary  to  decide 
whether  thatAot  ^all  be  made  perpetual 
orbeallowedtolapse;  andalongwiththia 
consideration  will  have  to  be  eonsidered 
the  question  of  its  extension,  or  whether 
it  shall  be  made  more  restrictive  in  its 
character.  Whether. the  Bill  isnowread 
a  second  time  or  not,  the  object  of  those 
on  behalf  of  whom  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary has  spoken  is  that  the  Committee  to 
whom  it  is  referred  should  get  to  work 
at  once,  and  that  hereafter  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Moroeth  (Hr.  Burt), 
who  is,  I  should  say,  the  reai  jtatentee 
and  person  with  a  true  right  to  ask  the 
House  to  consider  the  sm)ject,  should 
also  be  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 
The  Select  Committee  will  then  be  in  a 
position  toconsider  and  take  evidence  on 
the  whole  subject,  including  the  ques-^ 
tion  of  the  actual  operation  of  the  Aot  of 
1880,  which  has  now  been  working  for 
five  years.  Thrae  seoma  to  me  to  be 
really  very  little  difference  between  the 
two  proposals ;  and  I  do  not  see  why 
Her  Majesty's  GoTernmwt  should  have 
had  so  muoh  difl^nlty  in  making  up 
their  minds  in  the  matter.  We  are  per- 
fectly willing  that  the  BiU  should  be  now 
read  a  second  time  on  tluanderstandiBg 
that  hereafter  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
bar  for  Morpeth,  which  stands  on  the 
Paper,  but  not  in  a  Tciy  favourable  poei- 
tion,  tor  to-morrow  fortnight,  should  be 
referred  to  the  same  Committoe. 

Thb  SECEETABY  op  STATE  poa 
THE  HOME  BEPAETMBNT  ( Mr. 
Ohiu>bks)  :  I  can  only  say  a  few  words 
with  the  indulgence  of  the  House ;  but 
if  hon.  Members  will  allow  me  I  will 
explain  how  the  mattor  stands.  We 
propose  that  the  present  Bill  should  be 
deferred  after  it  has  been  read  a  second 
time — ["No !  "J — that  in  the  meanwhile 
a  Seleot  Committee  shall  be  a^poisted, 
aud  that  the  tvo  BitU— the  one  now 
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before  the  Hoase,  and  that  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr. 
Burt)— be  referred  ta  the  Committee. 
There  can  be  very  little  differeoca  in 
reading  this  Bill  a  second  time  on  the 
understanding  that  the  Bill  of  my  hon. 
FrtMid  ii  also  read  a  second  time,  and 
tiiAt,  in  the  meantime,  aSelect  Committee 
be  appointed  to  consider  both  Bills. 
When  the  Bill  shaH  have  been  read  a 
second  timei  I  shall  move  to  refer  it  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  that  it  be  an  In- 
etraction  to  the  Committee  that  they 
have  power  to  call  witnesses,  and  to  in- 
quire not  only  into  the  two  Bills  sub- 
mitted to  them,  but  also  into  the  Em- 
ployers' liability  Act.  The  Committee 
will  be  at  once  appointed,  and  when  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth 
(Mr.  Burt)  has  been  read  a  second 
time  I  shall  more  to  refer  that  Bill  also 
to  tho  same  Committee. 

ViscouktOEANBORNE:  This  being 
the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  address  the  House,  I  desire 
to  make  only  a  few  remarks,  the  more 
especialiy  because  Beveral  hon.  Members 
vho  sit  near  me  on  this  side  of  the 
House  do  not  approve  of  the  course 
proposed  by  Her  Majesty's  Qoremment. 
Kotwithstandtag  the  explauation  which 
has  been  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Home  Secretary,  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt  that  the  Government  have 
executed  a  serious  change  of  front  as  to 
the  course  to  be  taken  on  this  Bill.  They 
began  by  agreeiog  to  the  suggestion  that 
the  debate  should  be  adjourned  for  the 
porposeof  having  both  measures  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee.  That,  I  think,  was 
a  proposal  which  was  made  by  two  Mem- 
fa^  of  the  Government — ^namely,  by  the 
Attorney  General  and  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary.  At  that 
moment  in  comes  the  GhanoeUor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  then  we  find  that  the 
whole  thing  is  to  be  reversed.  It  is  very 
hard  for  us  to  know  what  the  reason  of 
this  change  of  front  is.  I  can  only  con- 
ceive that  the  hoo.  Gentleman  the  TTnder 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment must  have  used  his  influence  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  now,  in 
the  absenoe  of  the  Prime  Minister,  occu- 
pying the  position  of  Leader  of  tho 
House,  in  order  to  induce  the  right  hon. 
Gentl«naa  to  make  that  change  of  front. 
But  if  we  cannot  approve  of  the  action 
of  the  Governmeat,  neither  oauwe^^and 
I  «ay  it  wiUi  due  hurn^ty— ap^re  of 
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the  course  taken  by  the  Leaders  of  the 
Opposition.  We  had  reason  to  b^eve 
that  the  proposal  to  adjourn  the  debate 
was  welcomed  by  the  Front  Bench 
below.  It  was  our  desire  that  the 
difficult  questions  involved  in  the  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  therefore  I  approved  of 
the  suirgestloa  to  refer  this  BiU  to  a 
Select  Osmmittee;  but  I  did  not  approve 
of  the  proposal  to  first  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time,  for  that  would  pledge  the 
House  to  it3  principle,  of  which  I  and 
others  on  these  Benches  disapprove. 
That  priacLpIe  involves  the  very  com- 
mon Badical  nostrum  of  compulsion. 
Compulsion,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  princi- 
ple which  is  noxious,  except  where  it  is 
unnecessary.  Let  me  remind  the  House 
that  in  speaking  on  the  question  of  com- 
pulsion the  hon.  Member  who  introduced 
the  Bill  spoke  of  the  Ground  Game  Act, 
passed  in  the  last  Parliament.  The 
reason  why  that  Act  is  not  more  noxious 
than  it  has  been  is  because  it  was  en- 
tirely unnecessary,  the  condition  of  agri- 
culture having  been  snoh  that  tenants 
could  exact  what  terms  Giej  Hked  from 
landlords  without  the  intervention  of 
the  Act.  With  regard  to  the  present  Bill, 
it  is  by  no  means  in  the  interest  of  the 
employers  that  I  am  speaking.  I  be- 
lieve that  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  kind 
would  be  directly  against  the  interests 
of  the  workmen.  I  was  talking  the 
other  day  to  a  colliery  owner  in  Lanca- 
shire, and  he  told  me  that  when  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act  was  passed,  in 
the  last  Parliament,  he  called  his  men 
together,  and  said  to  them—"  I  do  not 
wish  in  any  way  to  defraud  you,  and 
therefore  I  would  suggest  ths^t  .wo 
should  try  this  Act."  And,  conse- 
quently, they  tried  the  Act'  of  Par- 
liament for  a  year,  aad  at  the  raid  of 
the  year  tiie  men  all  went  to  my  friend 
and  asked  him  to  be  allowed  to  contract 
themselves  out  of  the  Act.  laugh.'] 
Hon.  Members  may  laugh — ^in  fact,  Uiey 
do  laugh — but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was 
a  very  reasonable  ground  on  which  the 
men  objected  to  tho  Employers'  Liability 
Act.  The  point  is  this — ^though,  on  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  I  speak  with  the 
greatest  humility — on  the  occurrence  of 
an  accident  to  one  of  the  men  he  is  obliged, 
in  nearly  every  case,  to  bring  an  action 
at  law  in  order  to  recover  the  compensa- 
tion due  to  him  under  the  Act.  If  hd 
c^mnot  pxore  neglifeace — ^whi<^  I  an 
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ioH  it  is  Tezy  difficnlt  thing  indeed  to 
do — he  has  not  only  to  bear  all  the  in- 
jury which  the  accident  may  have  in- 
flicted on  him,  but  to  pay  the  costs  as 
well.  Consequently,  the  man  thinks 
twice,  or  even  thrice,  before  he  goes  into 
a  Court  of  Law  to  exact  compensatioo. 
The  men  prefer  very  much  the  voluntary 
method  of  getting  compensation  for  an 
accident  throngh  the  action  of  a  mutual 
Insurance  Company.  Some  hon.  Qen- 
tlemen  socm  to  think  they  may  have  the 
benefit  of  both  systems.  Bat  they  ought 
to  remember  that  an  Act  of  a  compulsory 
kind  is  very  unpopolar  indeed  with  the 
masters,  and  that  the  tendency  of  it  will 
be  to  prevent  the  masters  from  giving 
the  assistance  they  now  give  to  the  in- 
surance funds.  If  that  is  the  case  the 
men  would  have  to  fall  back  on  the 
Oompnlsory  Act,  and,  if  so,  I  wish  them 
joy  of  it.  I  think  I  have  said  enough  to 
show  that  there  are  very  good  reasons 
why  many  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  should  object  to  the  passing  of 
this  Bill.  But  I  think  that  is  a  question 
which  may  Justly  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  provided  the  House  does 
not  bind  it<ielf  to  the  principle  of  the 
measure  before  the  Committee  has  sat ; 
and,  therefore,  I  have  the  honour  to 
move  that  the  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
•^{Viscouni  Cranbome.) 

Sia  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
think  that  Ihe  action  which  has  been 
taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
places  us  in  a  very  considerable  diffl- 
oalty  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  am 
nnfortnnate  enough  not  to  have  been 
present  in  the  House  in  the  early  stage  of 
the  debate,  so  that  I  did  not  hear  what 
fell  from  the  Attorney  Qeneral,  and  I 
onlyheardpartofwhatfellfromtheHome 
Secretary ;  but  I  understand  that  what 

§assed  was  this— The  original  policy  of 
le  Government  was  precisely  that 
which  has  jnst  been  suggested  by  my 
noble  Friend  behind  me — namely,  that 
the  whole  policy  of  the  Employers'  Lia- 
bility Act  should  be  considered  formally 
and  completely  by  a  Select  Committee, 
and  for  that  reason  they  proposed  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  on  this 
Bui,  and  further  proposed  that,  at  a 
later  stage,  the  Bill  and  the  BUI  of 
tito  hou,  Ifembw  for  Kozpeth  (Ur. 


Bart)  shoald  be  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration of  that  Select  Committee. 
That  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was,  I  understand,  accepted  as  a 
fair  and  proper  mode  of  dealing  with 
the  question.  Subsequently,  however, 
it  was  objected  to  by  some  Members 
sitting  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
and  edso  by  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  Staffordshire  (Mr. 
Staveley  Hill).  It  was  objected  to  first 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
York  (Mr.  Lockwood),  who  spoke  with 
considerable  force  against  the  principle 
of  freedom  of  contract,  although  I  am 
not  quite  sure  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  would  support  interference  with 
freedom  of  contract  if  applied  to  his  own 
Profession.  It  was  also  objected  to  by 
other  hon.  Members  who  addressed 
themselves  to  the  subject.  The  resnlt 
of  that  was  that  the  Home  Secretary 
said  he  approved  of  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  approved  of  an 
adjournment.  That  was  a  certain  step 
in  advance.  There  was  further  debate, 
and  then  the  Chanoellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer rose  and  said  he  approved  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  which  led  him  to 
support  the  second  reading  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  thereby  entirely  departing 
from  the  understanding  arrived  at  with 
my  right  hon.  Friend.  I  confess  that  I 
waa  not  a  little  puzzled  by  what  had 
passed  up  to  that  stage ;  but  I  waa  still 
more  puzzled  when  my  htm.  Frimd 
the  Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Stnart- 
"Wortley)  accepted  that  propositioB  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  It 
does  appear  to  me  that,  by  agreeing 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  the 
House  commits  itself  to  the  principle  of 
that  Bill— that  being  an  old  and  well 
understood  rule.  Now,  what  are  the 
principles  of  the  Bill  ?  I  must  not  debate 
them  on  this  Motion;  but  they  are 
principles  which,  to  my  mind,  aro  of 
vital  importance  in  the  settlement  of  the 
question  ;  they  are  principles  which,  if 
carried  into  effect,  would  fatally  interfere 
with  those  advantages  which  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  Qie  Member  for  Staf- 
fotdshire  (Mr.  Staveley  Hill)  has  told  the 
House  have  been  pven  to  the  employed 
by  many  employers  of  labour,  and 
which  he  expressed  his  great  desire  to 
maintain.  If  that  be  so,  the  House  is 
asked  this  evening  to  assent  to  a  prin- 
ciple of  no  little  importance  when  it  ae- 
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oepts  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  mattw  of  real  neces- 
sitj  that  this  qnestitm  should  be  tho- 
roughly sifted  and  invettiffated.  Next 
year  it  mnst  be  deidt  with  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  it  ia  so  difficult  a  matter 
that  no  inquiry  can  be  too  thorough 
or  too  searching— I  was  almost  going 
to  say  too  long— ["  No  !  "]— you  can 
secure  its  final*  and  satismctory  settle- 
ment. But  if  that  inquiry  is  to  be  under- 
taken, surely  it  should  be  approached, 
so  to  apeak,  with  an  open  mind.  Surely 
it  should  be  approached  without  the 
prdlimioary  acceptance  of  any  principle 
as  to  a  chfmge  in  the  law,  especially  a 
diange  of  such  great  importance  as 
would  be  effected  by  the  Bill  which  is 
now  before  the  House.  I  must  say,  for 
myself,  it  does  ^pear  to  me  that  the 
su^estion  of  a  Select  Oommittee  is  a 
very  proper  and  necessary  suggestion ; 
but  that  the  Oommittee  shouM^  be  ap- 
pointed without  reference  to  this  or  any 
other  Bill  —  in  point  of  fact,  that  it 

should  go  into  the  inquiry  

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  right  hon. 
Qentleman  is  now  discussing  the  Main 
Ouestion,  which  is  irregular  upon  a 
Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate. 

Sni  MICHAEL  HI0K8-BEA0H :  I 
beg  pardon.  I  will  only  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  it  appears  to  me,  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  having  been  at  first 
suggeflted  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, as  the  mode  in  which  they  pro- 
posed to  deal  with  the  subject,  it  would 
be  wise  for  the  House  to  adhere  to  that 
proposition.  By  doing  so  they  would, 
leave  the  whole  quertion  open,  as  it 
ought  to  be  left  open,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee. 

Thb  OHANOELLOH  oftheEXOHE- 
QTJEB  (Sir  Williah  Habcouht)  :  The 
Government  do  not  defend  the  literal 
consistency  of  the  course  which  has  been 
taken  either  on  this  or  that  Bench.  If 
it  were  desirable — which  I  have  no  wish 
to  do-- to  enter  into  recrimination  on  this 
subject,  I  should  say  that  the  laf  e  Home 
Secretary  (Sir  E.  Assbeton  Cross)  took 
one  view,  that  the  late  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Sti^nrt-Wortley)  took  antrther,  and  that 
then  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  (Sir 
Michael  Hicfai'Beaofa)  reverted  to  the 
old  position.  tViih  regard  to  the  Go- 
remment',  there  is  rto  donbt  th«t  my 
rigM  hmi.  Fziend  suggested  Oat  the 

Sir  Michael  BieU-Btach 


'  whole  subject  should  be  referred  to  a 
Committee.  As  the  debate  went  on  our 
views  underwent  a  modification.  I  am 
not  in  the  least  adiamed  to  confess  it, 
and  it  is  frequently  the  ease  in  debates 
in  this  House  that  as  they  go  on  opi- 
nions become  modified.  What  is  die 
use  of  debate  in  this  House  unless  it  is 
to  modify  views?  The  Government,  how- 
ever, stand  in  a  very  different  poeiUon 
with  reference  to  the  substance  of  this 
question  from  right  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite. My  right  hon.  Friend  the  8e- 
oretary  of  State  has  affirmed  that  we 
agree  with  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  does 
not  agree  with  the  principle  of  the  ^1 ; 
at  all  events,  he  has  not  yet  made  up  his 
mind.  As  regards  the  Government,  the 
only  question  affecting  them  is  <Hte  of 
procedure  witlt  reference  to  a  matter 
upon  which  we  are  agreed  in  principle. 
I  quite  admit  that  it  wottldbea4iffa»ut 
question  if  we  were  agreed  upon  the 
principle.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Home  Secretary  suggested  that  it  would 
be  consistent  with  the  opinions  of  the 
promoters  of  this  Bill  and  the  Bill  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  M«nber  for  Mor- 
peth (Mr.  Burt)  that  a  particular  course 
should  be  taken.  The  supporters  of  the 
principle  of  the  present  Bill  demurred 
to  that  course  being  taken.  I  think  it 
was  perfectly  reasonable  that  we  should 
consider  that  objection,  seeing  that  we 
agree  with  them  in  the  main  substance 
of  the  Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  and  some  of  his  Friends,  in- 
cluding the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Darwen  (Viscount  Orcmbome),  whom, 
we  heard  with  satisfaction,  expressed 
opinions  tliat  were  altogether  different, 
and  opinions  with  whioh  we  do  not 
concur.  But  there  are  further  stages  of 
the  Bill  after  it  leaves  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  whioh  it  will  be  possible  to 
raise  any  question  as  to  principle;  and, 
indeed,  in  the  Select  Committee  itself  it 
will  be  quite  possible  to  do  so.  There- 
fore, hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  not 
precluded  by  any  means  from  ^rther 
opposition  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
Under  these  ^roumst&nces,  and  after 
the  ooncurrenoe  of  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Stuart- 
Wortl^),  the  late  UndOT  Seereta^  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  I  do 
not  think  that  hon.  QmAvtom  dtting 
on  that  sideof  theHffose  Imve  any  right 
to  «6m^bin  of  the  «n«»««  ham  t»k«i. 
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Hy  xigbA  hxm.  Friondsaid  the  difEer«i«e 
.between  us  was  bo  infiuiteBiiual  that  it 
wMnotworihdiseussiag:.  Thereisuoia- 
tentiott  of  eotiog  in  any  way  im&irly  to 
liDii.  Gentlemen  opposite,  ot  on  this  side 
of  the  HoiiBe,  wito  demur  to  the  prin- 
ctpl»  of  the  Bill,  seeing  that  they  will 
bfr  able  to  disousa  that  prinoi^e  here- 
after. And  tfaorefore  I  hope,  on  the 
whole,  that  without  any  wumth  of  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  the  course  which  I 
Ikave  suf^gested  will  be  adopted. 
.  Sib  B-  AaSHETON  CfiOSS :  The 
vigbt  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
Apoken  does  not  often  suoceed  in  throw  ■ 
ing  oil  upon  the  doubled  waters,  and 
he;  has  certainly  not  suoceeded  in  doing 
80  to-night.  He  has  not  oaly  thrown 
OTerboard  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Departm^t,  but  he  has  also 
thrown  over  a  former  Colleague  of  his — 
Iioxd  Monk,  Bretton-^because,  when  Mr. 
Dodson  (sow  Lord  Monk  Bretton) 
had  charge  of  the  BopU^ers'  Uiability 
Bill  in  1S80.  he  brought  it  forward  as  a 
tentetLTe  measure  fox  tiie  exatoaB  pnr- 
pese  of  hamg  it  reoonsiderra  after  it 
had  been  in  operation  for  a  f^w  years. 
The  object  which  I  had  in  view  in 
assenting  to  the  Motion  for  Adjonum- 
nwnt,  and  the  object  of  the  adjournment 
iteeilfi'Was  to  provide  that  tha  inquiry 
of  tiie  Oonumttee  should  be  deferred 
until  it  could  have  the  opportunity  of 
oonsideiing  that  which  Lord  Monk 
.  Bretton  said  in  1880  ought  to  be  con- 
udeied— nameJy,  how  far  the  Act  ha4 
answexed  itspurpose  before  it  waamade 
final,  or  its  provi&ione  extended.  The 
whole  olijeot  of  the  adjournment,  which 
is  the  Question  upon  which  I  am  at  the 
pBeeant  moment  speaking,  was  in  order 
to  afford  a  proper  opportunity  fov  baring 
tha  wh(de  -matt^  disooned.  I  sug- 
^led  that  the  debate  should  be  ad- 
journed for  the  purpose  of  seouring  the 
appointment  of  n  Committee,  and  that 
the  Committee  should  sit  without  the 
prinoiple  of  this  measure  having  been 
affiraaed  by  the  House  in  the  first  in- 
stance. ["Order!,"]  If  lam  Ofut  of 
Order  the  Speaker  will  correct  me.  I 
'  say  that,  the  object  with  which  the  ad- 
joummsnt  of  the  debate  was  suggested 
in  the  eady  part  of  4be  evening  was 
tlua-^hab  beforo  wo  Bssanted  to  the 
prvLci{de  .ef  the  Bill  by  reading  it  a 
a^eoad.  tine- wfl  might  'baTe..tiis-expe* 
;rie*«e  «f-tbe  SeLaet  Oommittec^  tpgethev 
M'ttk  ^  ffUm^fMvB^  "Mfff^  Ahem, 


and  the  oonolusiim  tbey  may  arrive  at, 
whether  the  principle  of  iko  Employers' 
liability  Act  ought  to  be  extended  or 
nolr.  That  was  the  sole  object  I  had  in 
proposing  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate ;  it  is  the  reason  why  X  shall  sup- 
port it  now ;  and  it  was  the  reason  why 
the  suggestion  was  accepted  by  the  right 
hon.  deutleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  It  is  simply 
because  other  hon.  Members  hare  made 
other  suggestions  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  proposed  a  different 
course,  although  he  did  not  hear  a  word 
of  what  was  stated  in  the  eai^ier  part 
of  the  discussion. 

THECHAJfOELLOEopTHEEXOHE- 
QTJEB  (Sir  William  Haeoouet)  :  I  beg 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  He 
is  mistaken.  I  h&ve  been  present 
throi^hout  the  debate,  and  X  heard  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  B.  ASSHETON  CROSS :  I  am 
glad  that  I  waa  mistaken.  I  am  only 
sorry  that  my  remarks  had  no  .effeot 
upon  him,  and  I  am  still  more  sorry 
thfft  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the 
present  Home  Secretary  bad  so  Ut^ 
effect  upon  him  thai:  he  was  induced  to 
get  up  half-an-houx  afterwards  and 
make  a  different  proposal  altogether. 

OoLOMEL  BLUNDELL:  Aa  a  new 
Member  addressing  tha  House  for  the 
6rst  time,  I  would  claim  its.  indulgence. 
As  an  employer  of  labour  who  has 
loyally  acoepted  the  Act,  I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  expressing  my  convic- 
tion that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the 
working  man  himself  that  he  should 
have  the  power  of  contracting  hioiself 
out  of  the  flmployBrs'  liability  Act 

Mb.  SPmKJER:  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  is  not  addressing  hiniself 
to  the  Question  befotre  the  Honse,  which 
is  that  the  debate  be  now  adjpnmed, 
and  not  the  Main  Question. 

Sia  HENRY  HAVELOCK- ALLAN  : 
I  have  listened  with  the  greatest  atten- 
tion to  the  remarks  which  hare  been 
made  by  the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir 
B.  Assheton  Cross) ;,  but  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  they  failed  to  carry  any  ccm- 
viotion  to  my  mind.  I  undEurstaod  him 
to  say  that  there  is  a  idifftrence  of.-opi- 
nien  between  two  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
sitting  on  the  Front  Bench,  and  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faastlirowu 
averboard  the  Secretary  of, State  for  the 
Hom« Department;  but X am  ^lound  to 
•Bay:  that,:  £0  far  «sl  Raifghit  t^^eioiuika 
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of  both  of  tboaa  right  hon.  QentiemeD, 
I  cannot  find  tlie  smallest  possible  dif- 
ference in  their  action.  The  question 
dealt  with  by  the  Bill  has  the  greatest 
interest  for  many  of  the  constituents  I 
have  the  honoar  to  represent. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order!  Thehon. 
and  gallant  Gtentleman  is  traTelling 
from  uie  Question. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

CoLoiiEL  BLUKDELL:  Under  the 
Emplojers'  Liability  Act,  as  it  now 
stands,  the  workmen  are  able  to  contract 
themselves  out  of  it.  Now,  I  think  that 
that  is  a  totj  proper  thing  ;  and  the  sys- 
tem of  insurance  which  has  been  estab- 
lished, and  to  which  the  employers  con- 
tribute, is  of  the  utmost  advantage  to  the 
workman.  It  provides  for  him  when  he 
is  sick,  and  also  for  bis  widow  and 
orphans  if  he  has  the  misfortune  to  be 
kiUed.  I  see  no  objection  to  a  provision 
in  the  Act  rendering  it  illegal  to  make 
it  a  oonditton  of  employment  that  a  work- 
man should  contract  himself  out  of  the 
Act,  provide  he  maj  do  so  if  he  thinks 
it  his  interest ;  but  I  would  point  out  that 
in  dangerous  occupations,  such  as  that  of 
eoal-miniog,  the  injuries  inflicted  upou 
the  workmen  which  can  by  any  pos- 
sibility be  imputed  to  the  negligence  of 
the  employer  are  iufinttesimal — pro- 
bably not  more  than  5  or  10  per  cent. 
But  many  accidents  occur  in  which  the 
injured  workmen  suppose  that  negligence 
can  be  so  imputed,  and  the  oonsequenee 
is  that  there  is  an  enormous  amount  of 
litigation.  So  much  is  that  the  case 
that  in  1884  the  claims  made  were  four 
times  as  great  as  the  compenaation  ob- 
tained by  the  workmen.  Therefore,  it 
is  of  the  ntmoat  importance  tiiat  upon 
the  Select  Oommittee  which  will  have  to 
COTisider  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  this 
vital  question  should  be  carefully  sifted 
to  the  bottom,  because  I  do  not  disguise 
from  myself  that  many  workmen  sup- 
pose that  the  question  of  safety  is  in- 
volved. But  in  dangerous  occupations 
liko  coal-mining  there  are  Acts  of  Par- 
liament passed,  like  the  Mines  Regula- 
tion Act,  which  are  intended  to  protect 
the  workmen;  and  if  they  fail  to  give 
them  protection  they  should  at  once  be 
amended.  I  have  dwelt  strictly  upon 
this  single  point,  because  I  feel  that  it 
is  the  veiy  esseuoo  of  Bill  nov  before 
us. 

Sir  Mfnry  JZaveloci' Allan 


Oaptadt  YERNEY  :  I  have  only  one 
remark  to  address  to  the  House.  I  am 
anxious  to  say  a  word  on  behalf  of  a 
class  of  workmen  who  are  entirely  un- 
represented in  this  House — the  daas  of 
seamra.  I  understand  that  when  the 
Bill  passes  a  second  reading  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  pTinci{de  of  it  has  been 
thereby  affinnea ;  and  I  hopa  that,  in 
this  case,  it  will  be  also  nndersiood  thai 
part  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill  wbioh 
we  are  about  to  affirm  to-mght  is  that 
seamen  shall  be  bionght  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  measure. 

Mb.  FORWOOD  :  I  hope  the  Hones 
will  extend  to  me  the  indulgBnce  which 
Is  usually  afiforded  to  a  Member  who 
rises  to  address  it  for  the  first  time.  I 
may  say  that  I  appear  here  in  a  dual 
capacity,  seeing  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  represmt  a  large  bo^  of  men  who 
are  engaged  in  oou-mroing,  and  that  I 
have  also  the  further  privilege  of  repre- 
senting another  large  body  of  men  who 
are  interested  in  the  provisions  ot  this 
Bill^I  mean  the  shipping  interest. 
With  re^^ard  to  the  colliers,!  most  admit 
that  I  onginallytook  the  view  diat  they 
were  better  off  by  entering  into  an 
arrangement  widi  the  mine  owners  by 
which  an  insurance  fund  was  provided, 
under  which  a  collier,  in  the  case  of  an  ac- 
cident which,  whether  it  eame  within  the 
Employera*  Liability  Act  or  not,  would 
receive  compensation.  Butupon  dtscass- 
ing  the  matter  with  the  workmen  them- 
selves I  found — and  I  honour  them  for 
it— that  they  put  in  the  forefront  their 
anxiety  to  make  oompnlsory  the  neoes- 
sity  of  protecting  life  and  limb,  and  that 
it  is  not  wiUi  worn  a  mere  qaestion  of 
compensation.  They  desire  to  come 
under  the  Aet  in  order  that  they  may 
beet  protect  the  mines  in  which  thejr 
work  and  their  own.  lives  from  accident. 
Therefore,  I  f^l  that  as  regards  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  as  far  as  it  applies 
to  that  doss  of  workmen,  it  is  desirable 
that  it  should  be  affirmed,  and  distinctly 
affirmed.  But  there  is  another  point  in 
the  Bill  which  is  quite  novel,  aad  which 
has  not  been  considered,  I  b^eve,  in 
this  House  before — nam^y,  the  ra£er- 
ence  to  eeuneu.  Now,  I  would  veatars 
to  suggest  to  the  House  that  the  posiiioa 
of  the  seamen  and  tiiat  of  other  wwk- 
men  are  not  aoali^us.  As  regards 
workmen  env^oyed  in  gsneial  trade, 
th^r  work-in  miaea- cx  -hfuMirngt  ib 
eatried  en  U|idw  the  aye  and  ondec  tb* 
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inspeotion  of  their  own  master  or  a  fore- 
man. Bat  with  regard  to  a  ship,  the 
Teuel  is  sent  to  sea  with  all  that  is 
neoeMBiy  to  equip  hra  and  render  her 
Mawrarthy.  The  own«r  provides  the  best 
(^cer  and  master  he  can  command  to 
control  that  ship ;  but  onoe  it  has  left  the 

Eort  and  gone  away  from  his  sight,  he 
as  no  further  opportunity  of  exercising 
that  vigilance  and  constant  control  over 
her  which  the  owner  of  a  f  aot<»7  or  of  a 
eoal  mine  has,  whose  works  are  conducted 
under  bis  own  immediate  inspeotion. 
As  the  great  national  shipping  industry 
has  not  been  allnded  to  to-ni^t,  per- 
haps I  may  be  allowed  for  a  moment  ox 
two  to  x>lace  before  the  House  the  exact 
position  of  the  shipowner,  and  the  dif- 
ferenoe  which  exists  between  his  posi- 
tion and  that  of  the  manufacturer 
and  ooIUeiy  proprietor.  The  manufao- 
iurer  proceeds  with  his  work  under 
little,  if  ainr,  inspection ;  but  the  case  is 
vastly  different  with  the  shipowner. 
The  law  reeognises  thai  there  are  great 
dai^ers  attending  the  voyages  of  a  ship; 
and  from  the  day  that  a  man  makes 
up  his  mind  that  he  will  build  a  ship 
until  the  day  that  ship  leaves  h^ 
port  the  shipowner  positively  hands 
himself  ovor  body  and  soul  to  the  in- 
i^>eotoinhip  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He 
draws  his  plans  and  makes  out  his  speci- 
fications, and  he  has  to  submit  those  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  I  am  speaking  now  of 
the  steam  shipowner.  Then  he  has  to 
obtain  from  a  Government  Department 
a  certificate  that  the  vessel  has  been 
bnih,  prei^red,  and  equipped  in  a 
manner  sufileiently  strong  to  insure  her 
safe  navigation.  Even  uien  the  ship- 
owner baa  not  a  free  choioe  at  to  whom 
he  shall  employ  in  the  conduct  and 
navigation  of  the  ship ;  but  he  is  bound 
to  employ  a  master  or  engineer  officer, 
who  must  have  submitted  himself  to  an 
esamination  by  an  inspecting  officer  of 
the  Board  of  TVade  and  received  a  cer- 
tificate as  to  his  qualification.  A  ship 
sent  to  sea  is  thus,  from  first  to  last, 
under  the  control  of  a  Government  De- 
partment. When  the  vessel  goes  to  sea 
under  the  direction  of  a  duly  ewtlficated 
master,  she  passes  absolutely  away  from 
the  control  of  the  owner }  but  if  this 
Bill  passes,  in  the  shape  in  whieh  it  is 
now  befove  tlu  Hoiuet  the  own«t  viU 
beoanw  xesponaiblft  for  every  ast  and 
dfllBd-  of -the  officers  ha-  etitpuiyB  wkidi 


may  be  oodaBfarusd  to  have  been  in  any 
degree  an  act  arising  from  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  master  or  other  certi- 
ficated officer  BO  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Trade.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  very  difficult 
to  determine  what  is  negligence  and 
what  is  an  error  of  jnd^aent  on  the 
part  of  the  master  or  officer  navigating 
the  ship.  We  have  hundreds  of  oases 
investigated  year  by  year  before  the 
Wreck  Commiesioners,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  ascertain  whether  the  master  has 
navigated  his  ship  in  a  eearaanlike  man- 
ner, or  whether  the  accident  or  loss 
arose  from  some  cause  not  under  the 
control  of  the  owner,  or  master,  or 
officers.  It  is  one  of  the  most  dif- 
ficult points  the  Wreck  Commissioners 
has  to  decide  where  oomes  in  the  question 
whether  the  master  was  guilty  of  neg- 
ligence in  navigation,  or  whether  he  was 
only  guiltyof  an  error  of  judgment.  In 
order  to  show  the  House  how  difficult 
and  how  intricate  that  question  is,  I  may 
say  that  it  may  turn  upon  a  point  whe- 
ther the  master  jhas  cast  his  lead  every 
hour  or  every  two  hours,  or  upon  other 
matters  perfectly  out  of  the  control  and 
altogether  beyond  tho  cognizance  of  the 
owner.  If  the  Ooutt  holds  that  the 
master  ought  to  have  taken  a  cast  of  his 
lead  every  hour,  and  that  he  only  did  it 
every  two  hours,  he  is  held  to  have  been 
guilty  of  negligence  ;  and  it  is  proposed, 
under  this  Bill,  even  if  the  ship  may 
have  gone  to  the  bottom,  that  for  saoh 
an  act  of  technical  negligence  the  ownar 
of  the  ship  shall  be  uable  for  three 
years'  wages  in  the  case  of  every  man 
who  woe  on  board  that  vessel.  That 
means,  in  the  case  of  some  of  our  large 
Atlantio  liners,  something  like  £30,000. 
I  think,  therefore,  thai  the  House  will 
consider  ihat  it  is  a  subject  of  deep 
importance  and  great  moment,  and  one 
that  is  not  to  be  decided  hastily  or 
without  careful  consideration.  There  U 
another  point  in  the  Bill  to  which  I  must 
aUo  call  attention.  It  makes  the  owner 
responsible,  under  Section  3,  for  the  neg- 
ligence of  every  person  who  may  have 
been  entrusted  by  him  with  the  duty  of 
seeing  that  tiie  ways,  means,  works, 
machinery,  and  plant  are  in  a  ^opec 
condition.  Now»  large  employment  is 
found  by  the  owners  of  vessels — and  I 
may  say  at  once  it  is  fhe  only  pro* 
fitaUe  emflojrfxwnt  foe  owners  at  itha 
present  day,  im  ^ding  abroad,  visiting 
the  home  port  aeldomy  but  makiitg 
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TOyagOB  inter-colcmial^  or  from  port 
to  port  abroad.  Under  this  Bill  the 
master  abroad  vill  select  profaablj 
the  host  enjiriiieer  and  tbe  best  work- 
people he  can  find  to  effect  any  repaiia 
that  may  bave  to  be  done  in  a  foreign 
omntxj,  but  of  whom  the  owner  at 
kome  has  neTor  heard  before.  If  eooh 
workpe^e  do  theiv  work  neRligeDtly 
or  utemoientily,  under  tiiis  Bill  the 
owner  iit  homa  is  made  reeponuHe  tor 
acta  over  whioh  it  is  impoesiUe  tiiat 
be  can  exeroiae  any  control  whatever. 
Now,  Sir,  the  Employers'  Liabilitf  Act, 
to  which  this  is  to  be  a  supplemuit, 
dearly  and  dietineUy  sets  out  that  by 
reason  of  the  negligence  of  any  person 
in  the  service  of  the  owner  ^lertain 
penalties  shaU  be  incurred.  One  effeat 
of  this  drastic  legislation  will  be  to  in- 
crease what,  I  think,  ia  a  very  unwhole- 
some practice  for  -the  purpose  of  defeat- 
ing the  Act,  and  I  wiU  point  it  out  to 
the  House  ia  (^is  way.  The  Limited 
liability  Act  it  freq^ueotiy  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  ownerakip- -of  a  veesel. 
The  owners  of  a  vessel  constitute  tbem- 
B^ves  into  a  single  Oompany  witb  lully 
paid-up  sharea.  If  that  Teasel  goes  to 
the  bottom  tba  whole  of  the  cwitol  com- 
prised in  the  sharea  goes  with  it,  and 
there  is  nothing  left  to  represent  any- 
body against  whom  a  claim  for  compen- 
sation under  the  Act  can  be  made.  Tiie 
effect  will  be  to  do  away  with  the  private 
ownership  of  vessels,  which  still  veiy 
largely  prevails  in  this  country,  and  to 
force  every  owner  to  take  advantage  of 
the  unwholesome  provisions  of  the 
Limited  liability  Act  in  regard  to  the 
ownership  of  TOSMlSr  The  result  would 
be  that  instead  of  giving  protection  to 
the  sailors  the  owners  would  abaolutdy 
escape  scot-free,  owing*  to  the  deeiro 
which  would  Bpriw  up  to  evade  tiie 
Xurovisions  of  tho  Bill.  I  have  pointed 
out  these  praotio^  pointa-*!  hope  the 
House  will  oonnderniem  practical  points 
—for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Select  Oommittee,  which  I 
hope  will  be  appointed  to  consider  thie 
measure,  to  the  important  fact  that  it  in- 
volves a  new  departure  as  regards  the 
question  of  seamen,  and  requires  very 
careful  attention  at  the  hands  of  any 
Oommittee  which  may  be  appointed. 
la  regard  to  the  eeaeral  principles- of 
Ae  BmpIcTfera'  liability  Aet,^  so  far  asit 
ai^bots-the  pobket  intwrest,  in  feretsg 
maoaufadnirera  nd -oHMM-vhoieoiidoy 

Mr.  Forwoed 


labour  to  provide  good  machanety  and 
appliances,  I  cordiidly  aympathiae  with 
the  object  of  the  Bill.  AllI  hope  is,  that 
the  House  will  not  allow  their-sentiment 
to  ran  away  with  their  reason,  aiid  .in- 
dnce  th.em  to  strain  a  point  againsit  the 
general  interests  of  the  country^ 

Mb.  HaoINN£6  i  The  bon.  Mem- 
ber oppofldte  has  ealled  attmticai  to  die 
caae-  at  aeaoam.  May  I,  vith  (ho  jw- 
missiou  of  the  Houaa.  aay  a<  flw  irords 
in  regard  to  aaother  cUss  who  have  not 
been  refrared  to  to-nigkt— *I  meaa  the 
railway  «mphyi$,  beeause  no  body  of 
workmen  will  be  more  largely  affectad 
by  the  provisions  of  tho  Bill  ^an  tho^e 
with  whom  I  happen  to  be  cooniscbed-r- 
I  mean  the  L(Hidon  and  North- Western 
Bailway  Oompauy.  I  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  as  to  t£e  positioa  of  the  men 
under  that  Company,  and  under  pnvate 
firais  who  have  made  similar  arrange- 
ments.  I  oame  down  to  this  House.en- 
tirel^  peepared  to  support  the  seooml 
reading  of  the  Bill.  like  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite^  I  found,  on  £s«iag  my 
ooiatitaettts,  that  there  waa  no  quesftion 
regarded  by  them  as  of  more  'general 
interest.  Over  and  over  a^in  my  at- 
tention waa  called  fo  die  principlea  of 
the  KUof  the  hon.  Member  for  MorpedL 
(Mr.  Burt) ;  and  I  have  alwsys  claimed 
to  myself  the  right  in  Committee,  after 
the  Bill  should  have  passed  a  seeoad 
reading,  to  Wing  forward  the  ease  of 
the  r^way  servants,  with  regard  to 
wbichlhavespecialkQowLBdge.  Thehon. 
Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  A;  O'OonnorJ, 
who  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  said  that  practically  the  railway 
servants  in  this  country  were  OHurally 
oompellcd  to  contraoi  themselves  out  of 
tho  Employers'  Liability  Act^  Kow»  I 
wish  to  tall  tho  House  that  in  r«gard  to 
the  Twy  large  body. of  mea  employed 
by  ihoLondon  and  North- Western  Baal- 
way  that  aoeuratton  does  not  hold  good. 

Mb.  ABTHUB  O'CONNOB:  The 
hon.  Member  must  exonse  jne.  I  do 
not  thii^  I  eommitted  myself  to  the 
statement  that  the  great  body  of  railway 
servants  w«ffe  compelled  to  oauiract 
themselves  out  of  the  Aob;  but  whai  I 
said  was  that  hundreds  of  thoMaadsof 
woriimeuin  the  country  were  don^peUed 
to  ooatraefc  themselves  out  of  it.     '  ■ 

Mb.  MacINNBS  ;  Ibeg  the  houiMMi- 
betr^s  pardtm.  if  I  h&ve  miare[HiesBi^ad 
liimu  'I  wae'<tuit«.awaDa  that  havfaad 
aoft  alluded -vpeially  40  xailin^;  ifcaisk- 
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men  ;  but  as  they  are  a  large  body,  aod 
will  undoubtedly  be  affeeted,  I  con- 
oladed  that  bis  observatione  applied  to 
them-  Now,  the  position  of  the  rulway 
serrants,  with  whom  I  have  the  honour 
to  be  connected,  is  this.  When  th»  Act 
of  1880  beoame  law,  the  London  and 
North-Weetera  Bailway  Company  called 
their  men  together  by  delegates  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  placed  a 
•eheme  before  them,  for  l^eir  oonsidcva- 
tion.  Th^  were  not  a^ed  to  adopt  it 
hastily.  On  the  contrary,  th^  were  re- 
quested to  go  baek  to  the  country  and 
consider  it  carefully  through  their  dele- 
gates. Some  weelcs  were  spent  by  the 
men  in  so  oonsideriug  the  aoheme.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  they  returned,  and 
accepted  the  proposition  placed  before 
them  by  an  enormous  majority  of  no  less 
than  32,000  in  faTour  of  aooepting  it, 
against  69  individuals  who  were  unwill- 
ing or  indisposed  to  accept  the  terms 
of  t^e  Oompany.  The  proposal  was  by 
BO  means  framed  with  any  idea  that  the 
Oompany  would  benefit  their  pockets.  On 
the  eontnury*  m  the  proposaU  made  by 
d»  Oompany  the  shareholders  wen  re- 
quired to  make  a  large  grant  from  their 
reeonrcea.  Indeed,  the  pn^osal  was  of 
Boob  a  character  that  instead  of  spend- 
ing a  matter  of  some  i^,000  a-year, 
which  was  the  utmost  that  could  hare 
been  possibly  claimed  under  the  Act,  a 
very  much  larger  sum  was  Tolnntarily 
coutributed  by  the  shareholders  of  the 
Company.  Although  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  principle  of  this  Sill,  and  think 
that  we  ought  not  in  this  House  to  pass 
permissiTe  Acts — that  if  an  Aet  of  Par- 
liament is  good  we  ought  to  pass  it,  and 
if  it  is  bad  that  we  ought  to  repCMtl  it, 
but  that  we  ought  not  to  allow  pennis- 
■ire  legislation — I  think  that  the  inte- 
rests of  men  who  in  large  numbers  have 
accepted  the  terms  offend  to  them,  both 
in  thia  and  in  similar  cases^  should  be 
fairly  considered  when  the  Bill  goes 
befbre  the  Ckmunittee.  A>  anggeation 
has  been  niade  in  some  quartera  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  worthy  of  oonside- 
ration— namely,  that  in  cases  where  in- 
surance funds  esisb  the  firms  which 
hare  created  each  insnranoe  funds  should 
haT«  public  inspeotion  applied  to  them. 
Freedom  to  eootraet  thenuelres  out  of 
the  Act  should  only  be  conceded  when 
a  Batu£act(niy  cectiiKate  was  obtained  to 
{»*««  that  »o  eompulipoa..  ww  bnag 
oMd  tffwatcbL  the  yiarkfeoji^  It  au^ 


be  said  that  such  a  proposal  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  compromise ;  bnt  I  would 
point  out  that  it  is  offered  io  the  inte- 
rests of  the  men  themselTBs,  who,  in  the 
case  of  the  serrants  of  the  London  and 
North-Western  Bailway  Oompany,  in 
suoh  a  lai^e  proportion  as  32,000 
against  69,  after  full  consideration,  ex- 
pressed themselres  satisfied  with  the  ar- 
raugeauni  proposed  for  their  acceptance. 
It  appears  to  me  that  in  affirming  the 
prinuple  of  the  Bill  we  ought  to  reaenre 
to  ourselves  tiie  right  in  Committee  to 
consider  and  deal  with  this  point  in  the 
way  I  have  suggested.  Even  if  the 
clause  were  inlxoduoed,  I  have  said  that 
the  arrangement  made  by  the  Lcmdon 
and  North-Western  Bailway  Oompany 
is  suoh  that  the  shareholders  contribute 
under  it  a  larger  aum  than  they  ean  be 
called  upon  to  pay  under  the  Act.  The 
arrangement  has  been  in  existeaoe  for 
five  years,  and  with  that  experience  the 
Direotors  are  ready  to  refer  to  their 
books  and  accounts,  which  will  estab- 
lish the  correotnesB  of  what  I  have 
stated. 

Sast  JOHN  GOMM£B£LL :  If itwere 
not  for  the  speeoh  of  the  hon.  Uember 
for  (^akudc  (l£r.  Forwood)  I  should 
not  have  risea  to  address  the  House  on 
this  Bubjenb;  bnt  having  some  e^ra- 
rienoe  as  a  sailor  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed 
to  occupy  a  few  minutes  in  stating  my 
views  upon  the  question  of  bringing 
seamen  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill.  If 
I  bdteved  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  seamen  themselves  that  they 
should  be  brought  under  the  Act  I 
should  at  once  agree  to  the  principle ; 
but  I  believe,  having  regard  to  the 
vicissitudes  of  a  sailor's  life,  that  it 
would  not  be  so.  What  the  hon.  Ifem- 
berfor  Ormskirk  said  iaperfectiylme ;  I 
quite  a^eewith  himUiat  it  is  mauifestly 
impossible  for  a  shipowner  in  Eng- 
land to  have  any  knowled^  of  what 
is  going  on  in  ooBueotimi  with  his  ship 
in  a  £[»eign  part  Supposing,  for  in- 
stanoe,  the  en|;ineer  is  invalided,  or 
dies,  the  oeptam  of  the  ship  gets  the 
best  engineer  who  can  be  found  in  the 
port  to  do  the  work ;  but  bad  may  be 
the  best.  Instattces  may  occur  of  a  man 
losing  his  arm  er  his  leg ;  but  is  it  right 
that  Oie  ahipowner  should  be  taxed  to  the 
extent  of  khree.years*  pajf  for  an  aeeident 
over  whiehhehas  nooontrol  ?  Itisjust 
theisanM  in  (he  case  of  sailing  ahi|>a. 
UpQatfaeoflOflMyihoBtaadairfjaaaMnray 


Digitized  by 


UZI    SkpJoytta' LiahiUiy  Jet   {OOHMONe}    {m(t)  Jmrnhunt  Bill  1112 


from  Eogland,  ndth  only  one  officer  on 
deck  inoharge^tbeTesael,  what  may  not 
happen.  Hov  can  the  owners  tell,  if  a 
man  falls  off  a  yard,  whether  it  is  oauted 
by  a  rotten  braoe  or  by  a  shift  of  wind  ? 
I  oan  assure  the  House  that  these  matters 
are  not  easily  dealt  with  at  sea,  nor  ean 
they  be  ea»iy  judged  of  afterwards. 
Sailors  are,  aa  a  class,  not  parUal  to 
lawywB.  There  is,  I  believe,  a  good 
understanding  between  own«rs  and  sea- 
men at  the  present  time,  and  I  trost 
that  the  harmony  which  exists  between 
them  may  not  be  disturbed ;  but  I  beliere 
that  the  result  of  bringing  shipowners 
under  this  law  would  be  that  this  har- 
mony would  be  Tery  much  interfered 
with.  Sir,  there  are  many  of  my  bro- 
ther officers  here,  more  than  ever  there 
were  before ;  and  I  say  that  we  arrogate 
to  ourselves,  notwitbstandiug  the  remark 
of  one  hon.  Member  who  has  spoken, 
that  we  represent  in  this  House  sailors 
just  aa  much  aa  officers  and  shipowners, 
and  as  long  as  we  remain  here  we  shall 
continue  to  do  so.  For  these  reasons  I 
object  to  shipowners  being  brought 
under  the  Bill. 

Sm  JOHN  GORST :  Sir,  I  oan  assure 
my  hon.  Friends  below  Uie  Gangway 
that  my  speech  shall  be  very  short.  I 
apologize  for  my  temerity  in  speaking 
on  this  subject,  and  as  one  of  a  class 
said  by  the  gallant  Admiral  who  has 
just  spoken  to  be  peculiarly  obnoxious 
to  sailors.  I  Tenture  to  make  some  ob- 
serrations  to  the  House  on  behalf  of 
seamen.  I  should  not  do  so  if  I  were 
sure  that  the  gallant  Admiral  the  Mem- 
ber for  Southampton  (Sir  John  Oom- 
nterell)  was  an  adequate  SepresentBtire 
of  seamen.  I  hare  an  idea  that  there  is 
a  diffn^noe  with  regard  to  this  matter 
in  the  Nary  as  compared  with  tiie  Mer- 
chant Service,  and  that  ordiasry  seamen 
do  not  look  at  it  in  the  same  light  as  the 
hon.  and  gallant  G^enfleman.  I  have 
been  a  supporter  of  the  Employers'  Lia- 
bility Act  since  the  time  when  it  was 
first  brought  into  this  House ;  and  I  re- 
member, when  I  had  the  honour  of  a 
seat  below  the  Gangway  on  the  opposite 
side,  that  it  was  supported  at  the  time 
by  some  Gentlemen  opposite  who  are 
now  most  eloquent  in  the  denunciation 
of  its  principles.  I  should  also  like  to 
say  that  those  who  have  been  ardent 
and  consistent  Bupporters  of  tbe  £m- 
ployws'  ZjiatHlity  Act  have  never  been 
ablo  to  uadwstand  wl^  seamm  hare 
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been  excladed  iVom  its  provisions.  Ar- 
guments have  been  eddneed  by  tbe 
Attorney  General  (Mr.  Charles  Russell), 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Orms- 
kiric,  and  the  gallant  Admiral  who  has 
just  sat  down,  against  the  Bill,  which 
are  just  as  applicable  to  the  case  of 
miners  who  worked  below  ground  as  to 
seamen.  In  answer  to  the  Attorney 
General's  statement,  I  should  like  to  ask 
what  control  the  representative  of  a 
Mining  Company  in  London  has  over 
miners  working  underground  in  North- 
umberland ?  If  a  shareholder  in  a  mine 
is  to  be  made  liable  for  the  negligence 
of  managers  and  overlookers  under  these 
circumstances,  I  say  that  you  shonld 
apply  the  same  principle  as  you  apply 
to  bim  to  owners  of  ships.  If  the  law  is 
good  in  one  case  it  is  good  in  the  other. 
But,  Sir,  1  happen  to  know  that  the  ex- 
clusion of  seamen  from  tbe  benefit  of 
the  Act  of  1 880,  which  astonished  us  so 
mnch  at  the  time  it  was  originally  pro- 
posed by  a  Liberal  Government,  was  no 
matter  of  principle  at  all.  I  know  how 
it  came  about,  and  I  will  tell  the  House 
how  it  camd  about.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  President  of  the  Local 
Government  -Board,  who  at  that  time 
was  President  of  the  Board  of  Trado 
(Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain),  had  two 
Bills  before  the  House — one  the  Em- 
ployers' Liability  Bill,  and  the  other  a 
Bill  making  certain  regulations  with 
reference  to  the  shipment  of  grain 
cargoes  for  the  better  preservation  of 
life  at  sea.  The  Grain  Cargoes  Bill, 
whioh  passed  into  law  in  1880,  was 
opposed  by  a  large  number  of  ship- 
owners, who  represent  always  an  import- 
ant interest  in  this  House ;  and  it  was 
desired  to  bny  off  those  shipowners,  if  it 
could  be  done,  that  seamen  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  Emplt^ers*  Liability  Act. 
They  said — "  If  you  exclude  us  from 
the  Employers*  Liability  Bill  we  will 
withdraw  our  opposition  to  the  Grain 
Cargoes  Bill.*'  Well,  Sir,  the  bargain 
was  made,  and  the  opposition  of  the 
shipowners  to  the  Grain  Cargoes  Bill 
was  withdrawn,  and  a  clause  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Employers*  Liability  Bill 
that  it  should  not  apply  to  seamen. 
That  is  the  reason  why  that  extra- 
ordinary anomaly  was  introduced.  I 
should  be  glad  if  this  Bill  were  to  do 
away  witit  that  anomaly,  for  which,  in 
my  opinion,  no  justifioation  ean  beilnnid. 
I  trust  the  HouM  will  exxnise  me  tot 
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haring  etood  for  a  fev  minutes  betveen 
them  and  a  division;  but  after  the 
speedies  made  by  the  hon.  Oentlemen 
to  whom  I  have  referred  I  think  it 
right  to  say  that  there  are  some  Mem- 
bera  on  this  ude  of  the  House  who  are 
not  in  &TOur  of  continuing  this  ano- 
maly. 

Mb.  STOBT-MASKBIiYNE:  I  have 
.  liBtened  attentirely  to  hon.  Gmtle- 
men  on  these  Benches  representing  a 
very  important  body  in  this  country — 
— namely,  the  Bailway  Direotore,  and 
through  them  the  railway  shareholders. 
He  has  expressed  the  opinion  that 
Bailway  Directors  hold  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  beg,  Sir,  to  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  another  body  of 
men  who  ate  connected  with  the  railway 
industry  of  the  country,  neither  Direc- 
tors nor  shareholders  —  I  mean  the 
emplojfdi*  I  bare  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent a  very  large  number  of  that  class  of 
persons ;  and  I  ventare  to  think  that, 
when  inquiry  is  made  amongst  them  and 
if  th^  are  represented  on  the  fwoposed 
Oommittee,  it  will  be  found  that  th»e  is 
another  side  of  the  question  than  that 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Northumberland  (Mr.  Maolnnes)  has 
put  forward.  I  know  that  what  I  am 
saying  will  find  its  echo  when  that  Oom- 
mittee is  called  together ;  and  therefore 
I  ask  that  when  that  takes  place  the 
Committee  will  be  so  carefully  consti- 
tuted as  to  include  not  only  those  who 
reprraent  capital  and  Railway  Direotora, 
but  that  there  will  be  upon  it  persons 
who  can  speak  the  Toioe,  language,  and 
feelings  of  persons  employed  in  mines,  as 
well  as  that  very  important  dass,  the 
railway  »mployi»,  in  whom  this  House  will 
recognise  some  of  the  most  valuable  and 
reliable  <tf  those  who  administer  to  the 
wants  of  the  public. 

Sir  MIOHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
Sir,  I  thought,  for  reasons  I  ventured  to 
submit  to  the  House,  that  the  wisest  and 
safest  course  which  the  House  could 
adopt  with  reference  to  this  question 
was  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  as 
originally  augflested  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  But  when  I  found  that 
the  strong  opinion  of  the  Houee  was 
against  that  prop(»al,  I  reoommended 
my  hon.  Friend  not  to  press  his  Motion 
to  a  divieioa ;  and,  al&ongh  I  still 
hold  strongly  tiia  opinion  that  it  would 
be  btttter,  in  tlu  iutereat  of  afiur  and 
ftdeqioato  aolution  of  tlua  -  grwU  ^obb- 


tion,  that  we  should  not  pledge  oQr- 
selves  to  anything  befcore  the  inquiry 
of  the  Oommittee  which  Her  Majesty^ 
Government  have  undwtakan  to  ap- 
point, and,  therefbre,  am  still  opposed 
to  the  aeoond  reading  of  the  Bilf,  yet 
X  shall  oontent  myswf,  as  I  trust  my 
hon.  Friends  behind  me  will  also  con- 
tent  themselves,  by  saying  "  No "  to 
the  Question,  without  putting  the  Houee 
to  the  trouble  of  dividing. 

Me.  W.  F.  LAWRENCE :  Sir,  repre- 
senting, as  I  do,  a  nautical  as  well  as  a 
ehipowning  community,  I  desire  to  say 
why  I  intend  to  abstain  from  voting  to- 
night on  this  question.  I  shall  abstain 
from  doing  so  because  of  the  proposed 
inclusion  of  seamen  in  the  Bill  for  which 
a  second  reading  is  asked.  I  will  yield 
to  non«  in  my  anxiety  to  prranote  the 
welfEite  of  seamen,  no  less  than  of  ship- 
owners; and,  therefore,  I  intend  co 
witiihold  my  judgment  until  the  Bill 
is  conetdered  in  Oommittee.  In  the 
meantime,  I  protest,  ^r,  against  the 
inclusion  of  seamen  within  the  scope  of 
the  Bill,  after  the  rexy  short  debate 
which  we  have  had  upon  the  qaertion 
to-night. 

Original  Qaestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  that  it  bo  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  that  they  have  power  to  inquire 
into  the  operation  of  '  The  Employers' 
Liability  Act,  1880.'  " 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Sir,  I 
have  no  objeetion  to  urge  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Oommittee  to  con- 
sider this  Bill,  because  I  am  more  than 
gratified  by  the  support  of  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  which  I  nave  obtained  from 
Her  Majesty's  Gt>vemment.  But  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  it  is  further  proposed 
to  refer  to  the  Select  Committee  not 
merely  the  Act  of  1880  and  the  Bill 
which  has  just  been  read  a  second  time, 
but  also  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt).  We  should  re- 
member that  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Morpeth  cannot  be  referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  until  it  has  been 
read  a  second  time,  and  that  there  is  no 
reasonable  prospect  of  its  being  so  read 
on  the  day  for  which  it  is  pnt  down. 
It  is,  therraore,  clear  that  a  second  read- 
ing cannot  be  swnred  for  it  at  any  very 
ea^  date;  and  I  wish  to  ask  the  ri^t 
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boa.  3-«ri;leraan  the  Home  Beoretaxy 
(Mr.  OhiMen)  whether  he  proposee  that 
theS^eot  Oommittee  should,  so  to  speak, 
rest  npon  its  oars,  practUwUj  doing 
nothing,  until  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Uem> 
ber  for  Ifwpeth  has  been  read  a  seooad 
tims^  or  proceed  to  bonnen  as  soob  at 
pOBuble?  lahooldaLBobeghidtoheer 
that  Her  Mmeaty'B  GoToniment  will  be 
prepared,  if  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Morpeth  is  not  read  a  eseond  time 
on  l^e  loth  of  March,  to  afford  some 
facility  for  its  early  reading,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  delay. 

The  8E0RETABY  op  8TATE  ion 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Obilderb)  :  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  last 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Donegal,  I  oould  not  undertake 
to  give  any  faeilitiee  respeoting-  the  Bill 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr. 
Burt).  It  is  proposed  to  refer  the  A«t 
of  IB80,  as  well  as  the  Bill  of  my  hon. 
IViend  the  Member  for  Morpeth  when 
it  has  passed  the  second  reading, 
to  the  Belect  Oommittee ;  but  I  do  not 
propose  tiiat  there  should  be  aay  dday 
in  tiie  matter  whatever. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  eommitUd  to  a  Seleot  Oommittee. 

Ordendt  That  it  he  an  lostruoUon  to  the 
Committee  that  they  have  pover  to  inqiiire 
into  the  operation  of  "  The  Employeri'  ItiabUitj 
Aot,  1880 :"— Power  to  lead  forpenoni^papan, 
asdreoordf. 


icnrzfl  UTuro  bill. 
On  notion  of  Ifr.  'Wanniogton,  BDl  to 
reader  owners  of  Mining  Boyalties  and  Daes 
liable  to  Local  Bates,  and  to  amend  the  Bating 
Act,  1874,  ordertd  to  be  broaght  in  by  Mr. 
Waimington,  Mr.  PIet(dier,  and  TSx.  Cobb. 

FtTBLIO  AOOOtTNTS  OOMMITTKB. 
The  Select  Committee  on  Public  Accounts 
was  nominated  of, — Sir  Walter  Babitblot, 
Mr.  Hbnbt  H.  Fowlbb,  Sir  John  Oorst,  Mr. 
Jacksov,  3Ir.  Laxi;  Sir  John  LvBB0cx,Hr. 
Maqxuc,  Mr.  Abthuh  O'Cohkok,  Mr.  Bitchib, 
Mr.  Bruiroa,  and  Mr.  Sbblt.— (Jfr.  Senr^  B. 


House  adjonnied  at  a  aoarter 
hefore  Oas  (Tidock. 


HOnSB  OF  LOKBB, 
WiSiMiaf,  24«A  Febrmry,  1886. 


Their  Lordships  met  for  Judicial 
Business  only. 

HooH  adjoomed  at  a  quarter  before 
TwdVe  o'dook,  till  To-morrow, 
a  qoarter  part  Tea  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
WinhMday,  24M  Fsbruarffj  1886. 


MINUTES.]  — Nbw  W^it  Ibsoto— for  the 
Batteraea  JDinsion  of  tha  Bweugh  of  Bat- 
tersea  and  Clapham,  f.  Octaviua  Yaaghan 
Morgan,  oiquire,  Manor  of  Northstead. 

PrsLTC  BiLU  —  Ordered  —  Pint  Reading  — 
Married  Woman  (Hdnteoanee  in  Case  of 
DflsntioB)*  [111];  Payment  of  Members* 
F1121;  Land  Tax  Cocnnuaaioneis'  Nanee* 
rilSJ  ;  School  Foea  of  Non-Paupera*  [114]  ; 
Zncome  Tax  Administnttioa  Amendment  * 
[116J;  Merchandise  Marks  Act(1862]  Amond* 
went"  [1X6]. 

Firtt  SMOing—lShxM  Batinff  *  [UO]. 

8*amd  Siading  —  Copyhold  ISiafraDohiaeaMnt 
[26];  Metropolitan  Board  of  Workfl,{Water 
Supply,  &c.)  r34],  debate  aJj'ounud ;' Tjotx^y 
CVacating  of  Seats)*  [85]. 

WitJkdrawn  —  Metroptditaa  Board  oi  Works 
(Eaepiu  of  Firewood)  *  I  81];  Xenare  ef 
Town  HouBea  (Ireland)  [llj. 

UR.  OCTATinS  YAUOHAN  UOROXB. 

Ordtnd,  Thai  the  Order  [1 9th  Febmaryi 
appoiotiag  a  Select  Oommittee  to  oonaider  whe- 
ther Mr.  Ootarius  Yaughaa  Morgan  is  dis- 
qualified from  sitting  and  voting  as  a  Member 
of  this  HoBse,  be  nad  and  iiKhmtd.—[Sir 
Jakm  IMoat.) 

Q  UESTIOir. 


EXTBA  FABUAMENTART  UTTEB- 
AKC£S-SPEEOH  OF  LOBD  BAK- 
DOLPH  CHURCHILL  AT  BELFAST. 

Ub.  SEXTON  asked  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
with  reference  to  the  reply  the  right 
hoa.  Gentleman  made  to  iua  (Mr.  Sex- 
ton's) Question  on  f^day  laat,  Whe^er 
the  dorenunent  hare  pronded  them- 
eelvee  with  an  offioial  report  of  th« 
speech  delinred  at  fieUaet  on  Monday 
myht  by  Ijofd  BMkdolph  Ohnxohill? 
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The  chief  8E0EETABT  (Mr. 
John  Mobci;?) :  I  gave  the  auggeation 
of  my  hon.  Friend  the  ooDBideratioa 
wMoh  I  thouglkt  it  deserred.  Th9  re- 
sult was  that,  on  the  vhole,  we  might 
trust  to  the  importanoe  of  anj  utter- 
ances of:  the  noble  Lord  in  Belfast  to 
justify  ua  in  being  confident  that  the^ 
would  be  reported  in  the  ordinary  way. 

ORDMRS  OF  THE  BAT. 

TEaJUEE  OF  TOWN  HOUSES  (IRELAND) 

BILL.— [Bill  11.] 
(Jfr.  CHtty,  Mr.  Smatl,  Mr.  T.  2>.  SuiHwtn,  Jfr. 
Prtw  McDonald,  Sir  Thomia  &nunit.) 
SECOND  BEADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mb.  chilly,  in  moThig  that  tJie 
Bill  be  now  read  a  seoond  time,  said,  he 
would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  a  very  brief  period,  while  he  tried  to 
explain,  as  well  as  he  could,  the  provi- 
siona  utd'  prinoi^es  of  the  very  sim^e 
measure,  the  second  reading  of  which 
he  asked  the  House  to  pass.  It  was  a 
measure  that  affected  the  well-being  and 
the  prosperity  of  a  large  aeotion  of  the 
community  of  Ireland.  There  waa  no 
donbt  existing  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  had  followed  the  development  of 
events  in  Ireland  that  there  had  grown 
up,  and  was  growing  up  still  in  that 
country,  a  firm  belief  that  the  law 
affecting  and  regulating  the  tenure  of 
houses  in  towns  required  alterations  of 
a  radical  and  sweeping  character.  A 
few  years  ago  the  demand  wis  put  lor- 
ward  with  not  very  much  strength,  nor 
in  a  very  earnest  manner ;  but  that  day 
the  demand  for  reform  in  the  law  re- 
lating to  house  property  in  towns  in  Ire- 
land was  made  by  a  very  large  number 
of  the  people  of  Lreland,  and  b^  a  very 
large  number  of  powerful  organizationa 
in  many  of  the  chief  towns  of  that  coun- 
try. This  waa  not,  however,  exclusively 
an  Irish  question,  or  an  Irish  grievance, 
aa  was  proved  by  the  fact  that,  almost 
in  every  Session  during  the  last  four  or 
five  years,  a  Bill,  deaUng  in  one  way  or 
another  with  the  question  of  house 
tenure,  in  so  for  as  it  affeoted  England, 
had  been  itttrodueed  into  the  House 
either  liythe  Hon.  0enlleman  who  was  at 
msentXTodeF  Seoratory  of  State  forthe 
HomeD0partment(Mr.  Broadhnrat),  or 
bythe noble  Lord  wbo^ ftAoittimeagO!^ 


was  rathe*  faroarably-known  as  Seen- 
taiy  of  Stale  for  India,  bat  who  waA 
now  lesa  favourably  known  as  the  Ohiaf 
Apostle  of  Light  and  LMiding  to  the 
ditcb-Uners  of  Ulster  (Lord  Basdolpih 
Cbviriull),  The  hon.  OmiUeiaatt  the 
Under  Seoretary  of  State  for  tiie  Home 
Department  b«ng  now  a  Member  of  the 
(Jovemtnent,  they  might  trust  that  the 
interests  of  the  luban  population  in 
EngUud  would  be  adequately  looked 
aftev  and  served.  Therofore,  the  Irish 
Fatty  need  only  turn  their  attention  to 
Ireland.  This  question  included  several 
matters  in  connection  with  the  subject 
which  a  very  great  many  people  in  Ire- 
laud  would  like  tn  see  grappled  with. 
Th^  only  asked  tiie  House,  however, 
to  affirm  the  principle  that  tenants  of 
houses  in  towns  i^uld,  like  tenants  in 
agricultaml  holdings  in  Ireland,  be  en- 
ticed to  oompenaattcm  for  any  improre- 
ment  that  they  might  make.  If  th^ 
desired  to  go  outside  the  qusation. 
affected  by  the  measure  before  the 
House,  they  migbt  deal  with  very  great 
and  pressing  questions  relating  to  the 
tenancy  and  rentals  in  towns  ;  baoause 
it  was  quite  clear  to  those  who  were 
familiar  with  the  social  life  of  the  Irish 
people  that  the  same  causes  which  had 
been  operating  in  Ireland  amongst  the 
agricuUural  classes  to  mahe  them  com- 
plain of  the  burden  put  upon  them  iu  the 
shape  of  excessive  rents  had  also  been 
operating,  to  a  large  extent,  amongst  the 
urban  population.  The  depression  of 
trade,  the  absence  of  employment,  want 
of  capita,  and  the  insistance  of  large 
landlords  in  obtaining  ttoesaiTe  and  op- 
pressive rents  in  maaj  parts  of  the 
country  had  induced  in  Ireland  a  strong 
feeling  that,  on  this  question,  a  very 
radical  change  should  be  efi^ected.  The 
Party  to  which  he  had  the  h<mour  to  be- 
long did  not  desire,  in  dealing  with  this 
question  of  house  tenure,  to  prevent  a 
legitimate  return  for  honest  outlay.  If 
a  man  thought  well  of  sinking  his 
capital  in  house  property  they  had  cer- 
tainly no  objection  to  his  getting  a  re- 
turn, iu  the  shape  of  fair  Interest,  on 
his  invested  capital ;  but  what  they 
maintained  was  this — that  calculating 
and  heartlesa  speoulators  in  house  pro- 
perty in  Ireland  should  be  compelled  to 
seek  for  their  coveted  profits  and  exces- 
sive gains  in  directions  other  than  in  the 
tills  of  struggling  shopkeepers,  or  the 
fiooketBof  hua-praiedartizuis.  In^eal* 
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iott  .with,  this  qoa»ti(Hi  j  tb^y  might  also 
jreJ^r  to  the  qneetion  of  leasQhoIddni,  and 
it  seemed  to  them  to  be  a  monster  injuB- 
iice  that  imaany  of  the  towns  in  Ireland* 
W  in  many  of  the  towns  in  Bngland^  a 
mat^  might  «wn  plots  of  land  in  oertain 
iocaUti^is,  and  hy  letUng  then  for  term* 
iJ.  60,  <ur,  perhaps,  9Q  yeara,  should  b« 
entitled,  alter  the  lapse  of  that  ierm*  to 
Ahaolute  'possesaioa  oS  the  pvoparij 
whioh  had  heea  eraeted  <at  thoae-  plots 
ofUnd  bj  ihe.  iiwlnsfary  and  labour  of 
another  saan,,  fuid.  thai  ha  shouM  tiins 
acquite  em  iatMwi  Jn.  a  property  to  the 
making  of  whioh.  he  had  cKmtrifatited  no^ 
tbiiig.  at  all  himself.   They  might  also 
deal  with  . the  question  of  taxation  of 
vaoani  bouaea ;  but  they  did  not  in  iifaat 
Bill  desire  to  touch  en  these  large  r^^ 
forms.    They  did  not  eeeic  to  deal  with 
these  important  phases  of  that  very  im- 
portant qaestioa  ;  but  he  aeked  them  to 
aocepi  this  small  and  trifliDg  measure, 
which)  however  small  and  teifiing,  had 
as  its  baaee  right  and  justice.  They 
were  oanrinoed,  in  introduoing  the  mea- 
auXB.audin  eupportii^  it,  that  until  the 
duties  of  those  landlords  were  defiaed 
by  "some  legialatiTw  means  oc  another— 
beoanse  they  believed  that  household 
property,  as  veil  as  landed  propwrty, 
had  its-  duties  as  well  as  its  rights— &at 
.could  not  deal  .satisfMtorily  or 
filially  with  the  great  problem  of  the 
howing  of  the  poor,  or  of  the  providing 
of  better  acoommodation  for  the  labour- 
ing and  artizBu  dasees.    Therefore,  he 
sabmitted  this  Txwasure,  the  eecottd  read- 
ing ef  which  ho  now  aeked  the  House  to 
pftsSf  :with  the  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  see  their  way  to  accept  it 
from  his  hands.    Ae  he  bad  eaid,  it  was 
dnly  a  small  measure.  They  simply  asked 
tiiat  they  might  assure  the  tenants  in 
towns  in  Ireland  who  had  made  improve- 
sttents  that  they  ehould  be  entitlod,  at 
the  expiration  of  their  tenancies,  to 
oompensaHon  for  their  improvements. 
The  HousA  had  aboftdy  affirmed  the 
principls  of  the  Bill  over  and  over 
again  -,  and  ■  they  now  only  asked  to 
hare  extended  to  houses  in  towns  in 
Ireland  the  same  prmciple  and  the 
same  rale  whiefa  bad  already  been  re- 
cognized by  the  Irish  Land  Act  of 
1870.    There  was  no  reason  why  the 
breathing  of  a  rural  atmosphere  sboald 
confer  privileges  not  enjoyed  by  an 
urban  poj^ulation.   They  naked  to  solve 
the  question  by  (he  simple  itiethod  of 
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extending  to  the  .honsas.  ib  towns, in 
Ireland  ^e  Oompeneation  Clauses  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1870,  and  of  every  Aet 
amending  or  affecting  it  that  had  been 
paeeed  since  1 870.    The  feeling  in  Ire- 
Land  was  very  strong  upon  the  matter. 
They  all  knew  of  the  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  dUafudated  dweUinge  in 
towns  that  were  to  be  seen  by  aa^ne 
who  toc^  sufficient  interest  in  the  sub- 
jscft  to  investigate  their  condituB.  Tksj 
alao  knew  that  that  state  of  things  was 
due,  in  a  gnat  measnfe^  tp  the  faot  that 
the  landlords  o£  theas  faansae  and  of  ibm» 
townsr-^ho  wMre  very  frequently  ah* 
sebtse  landlorde~^dud  not.eSsot  any 
improvements  in  these  residencee  of  the 
tenants;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
knew  very  wall  that  the  tenants  them- 
selves would  not—nay,  dare  not— effect 
any  improvements,  for  the  simple  and 
wiee  reason  that  if  they  eflEsoted  any  imx 
provement  in  their  bonses^  tiie  landlords, 
with  the  rapaoify  for  whidi  Irish  land-* 
lords  were  notorious— [*' No,  no!"]— 
to  those  who  said  "  No!   the  records  of 
the  Land  Oommission  amply  proved  the 
aoouracy  of  his  statement— the  land-' 
lords,  with  that  rapaotiy  for  'Vriiioh  (hey 
were  notorious,  would  at  oaoe  step  in 
and  oonfissate  those  iraprovements  mtkHi 
had  been  made  by  the  tessnts.  1^ 
Land  Aot  of  1870  provided  compensa- 
tion for  disturbance  as  well  ae  improve- 
ments ;  but  that  Bill  only  sought  com- 
pensation for  improvements.  He  thought 
that  was  a  moderate  and  fair  proposal — 
some  mig:ht  think  too  moderate.   In  the 
unrefornted  Parliament,  the  BtH,  when 
in  the  obarge  of  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  (Oolonel  Nolan),  was  defeated 
by  ottl^  eight  votes,  and  a  Motion  for  a 
Comnuttee  of  Inquiry  into  the  subject 
was  lost  last  year  by  only  <hi6  vote.  He 
trusted  that  reformed  House  woald  re- 
cognize the  fact  that  all  thatwas  sought 
for  by  tiie  shopkeepers  and  artizuis  and 
labourers  in  towns  in  Ireland,  who 
laboured  that  day  under  so  many  disad- 
vautages,  was  a  simple  act  of  justice,  and 
that  it  would  not  go  forth  to  Ireland  that 
this  meaanre  of  justice  was  refased.  It 
was  an  historical  fact  that  when  the  Land 
Question  was  first  introduced,  many  years 
ago,  the  only  principle  affirmed  in  that 
introductory  measure  was  that  of  com- 
pensation for  distarbance.  The  measure 
was,  like  other  ben^cial  measures  for 
Ireland,  rejected  in       TTpper  House ; 
and  &ey  had  to  wait  until  the  ring- 
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ifig  «f  the  ^apM  bell  eottipelled  l^em  -to 
pass  the  Act  of  1881,  and  thereby  givea 
measure  of  justiee  to  the  long-eufferiDg 
tenant  farmers  of  Ireland.  Therefore, 
he  traated  he  would  not,  in  snbmittiag 
this  measure  to  tiie  Houb^  meet  with  a 
refiual.  He  submitted  it  to  the  House 
with  ooafidenoe  that  the  prindples  of 
justiee  it  contained  would  commend 
themselreB  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite ; 
and  he  trusted  that  it  would  be  told  in 
the  records  of  that  House  that  when  the 
second  reading  of  this  just  measure  was 
moved  it  wati  accepted  willingly  by  the 
Government,  and  passed  by  a  majority 
of  the  House.  He  would  oonolude  by 
moving  the  second  reading. 

Mb.  FETEK  BI'I>ONALD,in  seoond- 
ing  the  Motion,  said,  that  the  Bill  was 
a  short  and  simple  one,  and  dealt  with 
Imly  one  of  the  items  which  it  might 
embody — namely,  that  the  tenant  and 
leaseholder  should  be  entitled  to  com- 
pensati(m  for  any  improvements  effected 
by  him ;  but  he,  for  one,  wished  it  had 
beea  made  fuller  and  move  oomprahen- 
■ive.  The  condition  of  town  leasuiolders 
in  Ireland  was  one  that  called  for  re- 
drees.  It  was  a  question  second  only  to 
the  gieat  agrarian  question.  He  had 
a  pretty  extensive  knowledge  of  Ireland, 
and  had  been  in  almost  every  town  in 
that  country.  Oonsequently,  he  spoke 
with  full  jbiowledge  and  authority  of 
the  condition  of  all  these  towns.  He 
could,  to  begin,  speak  with  a  special 
knowledge  as  to  Kingstown,  the  plaoe 
where  he  resided,  which  was  known  to 
some  people  as  the  Brighton  of  Ireland. 
It  was  originally  but  an  unimportant 
fishing  village.  Few  speculative  gen- 
tlemen thought  it  would  be  a  good 
place  to  build  upon  with  a  view  of  profit, 
tjubsequently,  the  lords  of  the  soil,  when 
the  importance  of  the  jJace  dev^ped^ 
«aoted  exorbitant  ground  »nts,  and 
mforoed  hard  terms  from  '  those  who 
built  on  the  jdots.  As  the  leases  fell  in 
the  property  and  capital  of  the  builders 
which  had  been  invested  wouM  be  con- 
fiscated by  the  lords  of  the  soil — Lord 
De  Yesoi  and  Lord  Longford.  He 
hoped  Lord  De  Yesoi  would  send  an- 
other oommunication  to  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister,  setting  out  the  state  of  things  <»i 
his  own  property  in  Kingstown.  He 
had  reason  to  believe  that  Lord  De 
Tesci  and  Lord  liongford  were  not  likely 
to  deal  very  iiberaUy  with  matters  that 
appertained  to  themselves.    He  ^ew 
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one  ceise  in  which  a  profesnofia!  tMB,'h 
solicitor,  living  elose  to  himself  in  CAoi- 
rinda  Park,  who  spent  £1,000  on  a 
house,  and  who  had,  16  yean  before  the 
expityof  his  lease,  applied  for  a  renewali 
and  was  told,  in  reply,  that  he  would  get 
his  renewal,  but  tm  very  diflbrent  terais 
from  those  ander  which  he  then  held— 
that  be  would  have  to  pay  an  increased 
rent  for  the  remaining  IS  years,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  the  lease  would 
have  to  pay  a  further  inorease  of  rent, 
so  that  a  premium  was  put  upon  the 
man's  expenditure  by  the  landlord.  He 
could  say  something  about  Queenstown 
as  well  as  Kingstown;  but  he  would 
leave  that  town  to  be  dealt  with  by  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox),  who  was  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  it.  He  would 
refer,  however,  to  some  oUier  oases. 
Take  Killamey,  for  instance.  EiUamey 
was  famed  all  the  world  over  for 
magnificent,  its  unequalled  scenery ;  but 
what  appearance  did  the  town  itseU  pre- 
sent— the  centre  of  tiiis  fairyland  ?  It 
presented  an  i^t^aranoe  of  dilapidation, 
squalor,  and  muuy.  Why  was  that? 
Simply  because  the  lord  of  the  soil 
would  not  give  renewals  of  leases  to  the 
I^esent  holders  except  on  suoh  ternw  as 
Lord  De  Yesci  exacted ;  and  Uie  bidders, 
therefore,  wwe  not  foolish  enough  to 
expend  monejon  improvements  whioh 
might  afterwards  be  confiscated  by  the 
landlord.  They,  therefore,  abstained 
from  expending  money  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  premises,  or  in  keeping 
them  in  a  tolerable  state  of  repair, 
tlu-ough  fear  of  being  evicted.  The  pro- 
prietor of  the  town  was  Lord  Kenmare, 
who  held  a  position  in  Her  Majesty's 
Government— a  model  of  what  an  Irish 
landlord  was.  He  (Mr.  M 'Donald)  had 
no  heaiiation  in  saying  that  the  state  of 
things  in  Killamey  was  a  diseredit  and 
a  disgrace  to  Irish  landlordism,  and  it 
was  onlj  typical  of  the  state  of  things 
in  Ireland  all  over.  'VHien  a  member 
of  the  Local  Board  in  Kingstown,  he 
initiated  a  movement  for  the  purpose  of 
gathering  information  in  reference  to 
this  question  of  town  leases.  A  eeries  of 
printed  questions  were  sent  to  the  Town, 
Clerks,  ^e  Clerks  of  Unions,  and  the. 
Clerks  of  Petty  Sessions  in  Ireland, 
and  suoh  men  as  would  be  likely 
to  give  correct  information,  and  seve- 
ral hundred  replies  were  received. 
He  did  not  thiiuk  that  this  question 
would  come  on  so  soon,  and,  therefore, 
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heiAid  not:  prepare  an  malyus  cd'tbeM 
npliM ;  Imt  be  applied  to-  ibe  Town 
Gl«rk  of  EiBgrtown  for  tfast  informa- 
tion, (und  tins  mondDg  hs  reouved  a 
njdy  foom  him.  He  irauld  now  read 
tiiaC  rejdj^  tot  th«  Honie,  and  some  of 
tiw  .extraots'  &om  fais  analysis.  He 
mMild  take  fiMt  a  oas«  in  which  theve 
waa  psffeet  seoizity  for  house  toumta, 
and  Aow  the  effBotof  that  seonriiy  upon 
tiis  towK  Vake  the  eate  of  Lisbum. 
The  reply- was— 

"  Dear  Mr.  MDonald— T  send  you  A  few 
extracts  which  I  hftTe  wlected  at  taadom  from 
the  replies  «e&t  me  SOtne  t(AO  soo  \f  diffeMAt 
Town  Oeprln  aatl  CMu  of  UmeiM  regardmg 
the  tenure  of  ptopsrty  in  towns.  You  will  M 
»ble  to  p^ceive  that,  10  the  very  tev  ca»e«  in 
T^hicVthe  tenants  are  sure  of  being  allowed  to 
(Mjoy^Uiefrlirtfl  of  their  outlay,  the  t«w«B  are 
in  a  floiuiiking  xcdiditiom,  for  inataiice,  tbs 
town  of  laiqfUk  On  the  other  hutd,  those 
towns  in  which  the  tenant!  hare  no  such  secii- 
rity  are  in  almost  all  cases  in  a  state  of  dilapi- 
dation. In  the  town  of  Lisbnm  the  umal  tenure 
of  bailditig  leaeas  is  fee-fana  gTants.  Benewals 
ate  granted  on  r«M«fiftble  tense.  The  conse- 
qqenqe  in  that  the  town  is  in  a.  prosperous  eon- 
^Uoo.'* 

Kow,  be  desired  to  aay  that  tbs  town  of 
Liebura  waa  .  0M7  ovaad:  by  Bit 
^Wvd  WaUaoe;  and  be  should  say 
tbftfe  wbol*  hmifmtj  amd  justice,  as  be- 
ii^een.iQBdlord  a«d  tenant,  bad  eone 
vsdn  bie  netice  it  waa  mainljy  confined 
tatheJ^ortbolXraland,  Hewaaonlftoo 
bappy  to  benr  teattmony  to  that  fast. 
Kow,  take  mother  instanee-^the  case  o£ 
"Wwklow.   The  reply  waa— 

'Xln  the  tewit  ot  Wiokkrw  tlie  leesas  -tary 
from  81  to  S9  yeare^  EenewiJs  of  leases  are  not 
nttnted ;  the  j^apntj-.  haina  brouprfait  into  the 
^aiKst  and  given  to  the  highest  bidder  on  tbo 
exinry  of  the  original  lease.  The  result  is  that 
ttie  tfloantB  abstain  from  making  any  iinprore- 
mente  -siw^  such  as  are  absolutely  indt^ea- 
SKble  to  their  present  re^uiieownts,  the  pr^^erty 
is  deterittratea,  and  the  town  ia  s  state  of  ruin 
and  decay ;  or,  at  least,  all  progress  ia  effeotn- 
AI7  prorented,  the  natural  effwt  of  iirhieh  is  a 
liagnstion  of  buUnm." 

He  would  take  now  a  'WeBtera  town ; 
and,  considering  the  state  of  that  town, 
be  was  not  suri^rised  that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  the  Divieion  (Colonel 
Nolan)  in  wbiob  it  was  situated  took 
anoh  an  interest  in  this  subject.  The 
reply  was— 

"In  the  town  of  Tiiam  no  leases  are  granted, 
and  consequently  no  renewals.  The  result  is 
dilapidated  houses,  lack  of  trade,  want  of  com- 
fort, the  rain  coming  down  in  some  skops  owing 
t»the>n«gleot  .of  the.  landlords  to  keep  the  roof 
in  H^aiir, .  Penons  h^^)^  no  leases  are,  of 
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oonrsa,  afraid  to  impcm-thsb  heoM  Isit  than 

rent  ahcnld  be  raiaed." 

The  reply  from  Dalkey  waa — 

"  In  the  town  of  Dalkey  the  leasee  are  for  M 
years.  Renewals  are  granted  on  the  following 
oonditiona  :  —  The  landlord  (Eari  Oarysfott) 
sends  bis.own  vaMu^  who  Talues  the  ^remisaa 
He  deducts  one-third  of  the  valuauon.  wo.  the 
remaining  two-thirds  are  then  setUed  as  head 
rent,  to  be  paid  by  the  tenant  for  99  yean." 

He  would  now  take  the  town  of  Bally- 
meaa ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
Ballymena  was  not  in  as  good  a  condi- 
tion as  the  other  Northern  town  to  which 
he  referred.   The  reply  was— 

"In  the  townof  BaMnBeaa— Ij<*dWaveney, 
landlord— the  leasee  are  for  91  years,  and  re- 
newals fov  €1  years.  The  landt«rfl  whan  uMik- 
ing  renewals  makes  the  tcrms^  having  no  fixed 
rule,  but  decides  each  case,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  agent,  to  his  own  advantage.  The  ten- 
ant is  always  oUiged  to  nnrsnder  hik  right  and 
title.  The  reaoU  is  that  in  a  gveat  anmheK  «C 
cases  the  tenants  are  allowing  the  houses^  to 
wear  their  leases  out  by  mouldering  into  ruin  ; 
and  some  of  the  best  business  thoroughfares  sie 
disgraced  1^  old  thatched  Tuins  of  houses  ron- 
ning  o«t  oi  leases,  which  woaid  have  been  re- 
built long  since  if  the  tenants  had  not  considned 
the  landlord's  demands  exorbitant.*' 

He  would  only  trouble  the  House  with 
one  or  twofinmeriUustrntioos.  Another 
reply  irafr— 

*'  In  the  towns  of  BaHyoonnell,  Bawnhoy,  and 
BslUmnore,  is  fke  Bswaboy  Union,  the  leases 
are  from  ao  to  99  years.  In.  the  town  of  Kew- 
towngore,  in  the  same  Union,  there  are  nouo 
but  yearly  tenanaes.  Ko  renewals  are  granted; 
and  the  result  is  most  i^Jniioiu  to  the  mtsrssts 
of  t^e  tenants." 

He  could  bear  personal  testimony  to  the 
facta  regarding  the  Southern  town,  in 
which  he  was  bom,  that  no  leases  were 
granted,  and  Uiat  in  oonsequence  toit- 
able  bouses  w^  not  built,  as  the  tenants 
oould  only  bold  them  from  year  to  ^ear.r 
Such  a  state  of  things,  he  maintained, 
was  a  disgrace  to  ciTilization,  and  a  dis* 
grace  to  Irish  landlordism.  Take  an- 
other Northern  town,  the  reply  from 
which  waa — 

"  In  the  town  of  Beltuihet,  in  the  oonnty  of 
Oavan,  the  leases  are  generally  21  years.  Ite- 
newals  are  granted  in  very  few  cases,  the  result 
being  that,  in  many  cases,  the  property  goea  to 
rain,  the  tenant  leaves,  and  the  btuiness  inte- 
lests  of  the  town  aie  damaged." 

Another  reply  was — 

"  In  the  town  of  Mallow  the  leases  are  from 
20  to  100  years.  No  renewals  of  leases  are 
granted.  The  result  is  tSiat  the  tenant  loeas 
all  that  be  voiA.  fais  predeceMMsa  in  title  teve 
spent  on  tl^  premises,  and  Out  Icic  sarsnl 
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yean  beltnv  tlu  ez^rttton  of  the  th« 
tenant  allows  the  pramiaeB  to  fall  into  deoay, 
expending  only  bo  maoh  on  them  as  vill  keep 
them  together.  The  town  wears,  in  oonse- 
qneniM,  a  roinoiu  appearance,  oaoMd  hj  the 
tenementi  not  heing  repaired.  Tradenaen  are 
not  emplojed." 

Take,  now,  the  case  of  Largan,  and  he 
was  happy  again  to  bear  testimony  to 
tiie  justice  done  in  this  matter  is  the 
North  of  Ireland.   The  reply  was — 

*'  In  the  town  of  Tjaxgsa  tiie  nnial  tennre  of 
boilding  leasee  is  990  yvan— ^nstanoes  of  re- 
newal are,  of  ooaree,  rare,  simply  becaase  they 
are  not  wanted.  Inetead  of  any  cases  of  hard- 
ship the  town  has  increaaad  at  the  followiag 
rate  :  —  1841,  population,  6,000  ;  valuation, 
£8,760  ;  in  18S1,  population,  11,000;  Taloation, 
£20,000. 

They  wonld  find  do  suoh  state  of  things 
existing  anywhere  else  in  Ireland  ;  and 
he  was  pleased  to  say  that  widking 
tfhrongh  Luigaa  he  saw  with  pleasure 
that  it  presented  the  appearance  of  the 
best-kept  and  best-managed  English 
towns,  and  that  was  because  there  was  a 
landlord  there  who  desired  to  do  justice 
as  between  man  and  man.  OonsideriDg 
all  these  drcnmstances,  he  would  follow 
the  example  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Uayo  (Mr.  Orilly),  and  appeal,  in 
conclusion,  to  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  Bide  of  the  House  who  had  sym- 
pathy with  the  people  who  expended,  in 
many  instances,  their  all  in  the  erection 
of  these  buildings,  to  assiet  the  Irish 
Member  in  redressing  the  wrongs  which 
the  present  sybtem  imposed  upon  the 
leaseholders  in  Ireland,  and  from  which 
they  now  grievously  suffered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  jHroposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (Jfr.  CriUy.) 

Thx  chief  SEORETAEY  fob  I£E- 
lAND  (Mr.  John  Moblet)  said,  that 
everyone  must  have  expected  that  that 
Bubject  would  be  brought  before  the 
newly-reformed  Parliament  almost  at 
ihe  earliest  possible  moment  after  its 
meeting;  becaose  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, as  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Mayo  (Mr.  Orilly)  had  reminded  them, 
there  were  32  out  of  S4  Irish  Members 
who  voted  for  the  inquiry  moved  for  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Gal- 
way  (Oolonel  Nolan).  It  was,  therefore, 
not  at  alt  surprising  that  in  a  House 
which,  as  they  all  said,  was  still  more 
democratic,  the  subject  should  again  be 
brought  forward.  But  he  thought  the 
hon.  Member  wa«  seuoely  jnst^ed  in 


deaeribiag  this  w  a  very  Bimple,  or  a 
very  amaO  and  trifling  measure.  WIm^ 
ever  else  t^ey  might  think  of  it,  it  was 
a  meaanve  which  involved  an  i^gteal  to 
very  important  jnintaples^  andoontaiiifld 
a  great  many  intric^  detatla.  The 
hon.  GflSLtleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
(Mr.  M'Donald)  had  mads  an  extremely 
interesting  and  instnu^e  speedi.  He 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  thought,  kowever, 
that  a  part  of  ihe  hon.  Gentlemaa'a 
argument  was  not  entirely  good;  be- 
cause the  melancholy  state  of  things 
which  he  described,  and  of  which  he 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  himself  had  been  a 
witness  in  some  of  the  smaller  towns  of 
Ireland,  was  not,  and  could  not  be, 
wholly  due  to  the  state  of  the  tenure  of 
house  property.  Where  they  had,  aa 
they  unfortunately  had  in  Ireland,  a 
declining  population,  it  was  inevitable 
that  some  towns,  at  all  events,  should 
present  the  dilapidated  appearance  that 
had  been  descrioed  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. When  they  had  a  popnlatittt 
that  had  dedined,  as  had  that  of  Ireland, 
from  8,000,000  in  1841  to  5,000,000  in 
1881,  it  wasiaevitablethattilieTeflhonld 
be  many  places,  urban!as  well  as  rural, 
uhibiting  squalor  and  decay.  Seterriog 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mover,  he  waa 
not  at  all  inclined'  to  trespass  on  the 
time  of  the  House  by  an  appeal  to 
political  economy,  because  political  eoo< 
nomy,  as  they  knew,  was  now  banjehed 
to  anothwsphere.  But,  though  political 
economy  might  be  in  exile,  temp(»ttry 
or  permanent,  oommon^sense  still  sur- 
vived ;  and  he  must  remind^hon.  Gen- 
tlemen below  the  Gangway  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  in  dealing^with|that 
Bill,  that  houses  were  not  like  land,  be- 
cause no  limitj^wu  fixed  by^natute  for 
houses.  The  extent  of  house  accom- 
modation was,  to  use  the  hated  worda 
of  political  economy,  ^simply  a  matter 
of  supply  and  demand.  Another  thing 
was  that  houses  were  not  like  land 
in  this  respect— that  under  no  circum- 
stances could  it  be  sud,  in^  relation 
to  house  property,  that  the  occupier 
or  tenant  had  created  the  subject- 
matter  in  the  sense  in  which  all  ad- 
mitted that  the  Irish  tenant,  in  a  great 
portion  of  Ireland,  at  any  rate,  had 
created  the  subject-matter  of  hisOhold- 
ing.  Wbeu^the  tenant  took  a  piece  of 
bog,^  and  reclaimed  it,  and  got  his 
potatoes  or  other  produce  out  of  it,  he 
practically  created  the  subject-matter  of 
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tiie  holdings ;  and  that  analogj  did  not 
apply  to  hosM  property.  He  was  not, 
hom&tw,  Aoing^  to  press  that  point, 
^he  hem.  Member  had  epoken  of  the 
Bill  as  resting  on  the  aiiBlogy  between 
urban  and  rural  holdings,  and  as  spring- 
ing IVom  the  legislation  of  1870.  Now, 
tke  manifest  reason  why  contracts  not 
fo  dum  for  improremente  were  d«oiared 
void  under  the  Act  of  1S70  was  because 
thetenaiBt  wassttppased,  andjmtly  sup- 
posed, to  have  no  real  ft-eodom.  Al- 
though that  was  true  of  agricoltural 
holdings,  it  was  only  true,  if  true  at  all, 
in  a  very  modified  degree  in  the  case  of 
a  house  in  a  town ;  because  if  a  man 
was  turned  out  of  a  house  in  a  town  he 
would  still  have  a  fair  chanoe  of  getting 
some  other  house.  ["No,  no!"]  That 
was  a  question  of  ibct.  He  was  told 
that  in  Dublin,  for  example,  there  were 
only  too  many  houses.  He  was  not 
Idmself  a  Member  of  the  Royal  Com- 
miesioB  on  the  Housing  of  the  Poor, 
but  fae  had  read  the  Blue  Book  pretty 
oarefoUy,  and  he  thought  it  did  appear 
fhna  ue  ftridotoe  that  although  the 
condition  of  house  property  in  many  of 
the  towns  of  Xrdand  was  appalling 
and  disgraceful,  and  called  for  im- 
mediate le^pslatire  remedy,  yet,  in 
Bivning  that  Bill,  the  analogy  between 
urban  and  rural  holdings  could  not  be 
said  to  apply.  Surely  a  tnan  had  a 
freedom  and  a  means  in  the  case  of 
A  town  house,  which  he  had  not  in  the 
case  of  a  rural  holding,  of  supplying 
faims^  with  what  he  wanted  else- 
where. He  should  like  to  oome  to  one 
or  two  details  in  which  he  considered 
lAie  eoheme  of  the  Bill  was  not  well  con- 
oeived.  It  advanced  a  number  of  pro- 
visions framed  for  the  case  of  agrieul- 
"tural  land,  and  extended  them  in  bulk 
to  the  towns.  Suoh  cases,  for  example, 
as  were  oorwed  fay  ordinary  bnil^ng 
'lease*  were  oaaea  whieh  he  submitted 
'  wen  not  witJiin  tiie  equity  which  dictated 
the  improrements  seotkm  of  the  Act  of 
1870.  There  was  another  partioular  as 
to  which  be  thought  the  Bill  was  not 
well  Qouidered.  Where  it  departed 
from  the  law  as  enacted  in  the  Land  Act 
-of  1870  it  wentwiong.  The  Bill  said 
in  the  3rd  clause  that — 

"  The  time  during  which  an;'  tenant  might 
Jum  eajoyi  the  Mrantage  of  bU  imprave- 
msnb  or  not  at  vhi<A  aniy  hdding  bad 
Iwaa  held  ahould  not  he  token  into  ooundfin- 
tion  upon  any  claim  for  a  reviiion  of  the  rent 
in  respect  of  Bach  Improvement." 

Jfr.  John  MorUy 


But  he  asked  hon.  Members  to  oonslder 
the  case  of  an  ordinary  building  lease. 
In  a  building  lease  a  long  term  and  a 
low  rent  were  the  very  considerations 
whieh  made  the  terms  <A  the  lease 
what  they  were,  and  without  whiA  a 
lease  would  not  hare  been  gnxted. 
These  were  details ;  bat  they  wen 
details  of  great  importance,  which 
would  be  well  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  and  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers, perhaps,  when  'ttiey  were  re- 
framing  that  Bill,  as  he  hoped  they 
wonld  do.  He  would  now  give  the 
obvious  reason  why  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Government  to  assent  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  A  well-eon- 
sidered  Bill,  dealing  with  fixtures  ia 
buildings  and  with  reasonable  improTe- 
ments  made  in  buildings  during  tb« 
tenanoy,  might  deserve,  and  he  thought 
would  deserve,  their  api^batkm  ioid 
support.  But  the  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  second  reading  made  «  re- 
mark as  to  the  interests  oS  the  urban 
population  of  Engbad  being  eiHiLfidendy 
expected  to  recelTs  the  attentum  of  th« 
new  Parliament,  and  espeoiaUy  aa  long 
as  the  presentOovennnent  were  In  Office. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  Jolui  Morl^)  wanted  ta 
point  out  that  it  was  impossible  fbr 
them,  with  tiiat  question  in  front  of 
t^em,  to  assent  to  the  partial  treatment 
of  it  in  relation  to  Ireland  only.  Thej 
could  only  deal  with  what  was  reallj 
one  of  the  most  important  snhjeots 
for  that  Parliament—they  oould  only 
deal  with  it  on  general  principles, 
which,  in  spite  of  the  economic  and 
social  differences  which .  oxisted  be- 
tween England  and  Ireland,  must  be 
identical  for  England  and  Ireland.  Ho 
thought  the  hon.  Member  was  the  sub- 
ject of  some  mental  confusion  in  sup- 
posing that  Ae  Bill  of  the  hon.  (Gentle- 
man me  Under  Beoretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  was  identioal  with 
his  own.  It  was,  no  doubt,  identioal  in 
spirit  and  aim.  Whether  as  to  this  Bill, 
or  the  Bill  formeriy  brought  forward  by 
his  hon.  Friend,  he  believed  the  Govern- 
ment were  second  to  no  section  in  that 
House  in  desiring  to  see  the  question 
approached  in  a  businesslike  spirit,  and 
dealt  with  fully  and  fairly.  But  they 
could  not  assent  to  that  BiU— ^rst,  be- 
cauee  they  demurred  to  the  analogy  on 
which  the  Bill  rested;  second,  because 
they  eonld  not  assent  to  a  partit^  t»eat- 
meat  «f  a  ^estion  irfakih  vwi  sure  to 
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vome  up  for  geneoral  conBtdenition ;  aiid» 
thirdly,  beeauie,  from  th«  wording  of 
the  Bill,  although  neitber  of  the  hoa. 
Membere  referred  to  the  subject,  it  ap- 
plied not  merely,  as  the  title  said,  to 
houses  in  towns,  but  to  all  holdings  in 
Ireland.  It,  therefore,  raised  the  ques- 
ti<m,  for  instaooe — and  a  very  fair  ques- 
tion it  was  to  raise— of  town  parks.  But 
these  subatdian^  pointa  whieh  were 
raised  by  the  Bui  would  natuvaUjr  come 
within  we  parr iew  of  the  legislation  to 
whieh  the  Freioier  had  ref  errod  on  more 
than  one  ooeasion— namely,  that  the  Oo- 
Teroment  were  conaidering  whether  the 
Ijand  Question  as  a  whole  might  not  be 
now  eonrenieatly  revised,  and  maasures 
in  accordaooe  with  the  result  of  the 
reriaiou  broug^  before  the  Hotue.  He 
was  extremely  sorry  to  have  to  appear 
ixoi  to  sympathise  with  the  ubjeota  of 
this  Bill.  It  was,  however^  only  an.  ap- 
pearanee,  beeauee  no  man  in  the  Houee 
felt  more  strongly  than  he  did  that 
noting  was  more  urgently  needed  for 
the  bappinesB  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  people  of  Eoglaod,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland  than  that  they  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  having  what  they  used  to 
luiTe  in  the  oiA.  days — a  home.  To  that 
propositioa  he  did  not  beHere  there  was 
any  dissent  in  any  quarter  of  the  House. 
Therefore,  while  Her  Majesty's  Govera- 
ment  were  unable  to  give  oonsent  to  the 
second  reading  of  ti^  Bill,  and  while 
they  could  not,  he  mighteay  in  advance, 
hold  out  muoh  hope  as  to  a  Select  Cum- 
mittee  tot  inquiring  into  it,  for  reaeons 
which  might  be  more  conveniently  stated 
another  day,  they  would  hare  the  sub- 
ject, both  as  r^arded  Ireland  and  as  re- 
garded EnglandandScotland,  under  dieir 
most  full  and  oarefol  examination. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  although  the  de- 
bate had  only  proceeded  a  short  way  it 
was,  from  one  point  of  view,  extremely 
inatruotiTe.  They  had  heaid  in  tdie 
speeches  of  his  hon.  Friends— tiie  Mover 
aixd  Seconder  of  the  Bill— 'intfaeinatruo- 
tire  facts  that  were  cited  in  the  oourse, 
of  the  speeches,  that  Lords  LoAgford,  De 
Yeeci,  and  Oarysfort,  the  Apostles  of 
the  "Loyal  and  Patriotic  Union,"  and 
Gentlemen  well  known  in  Ireland  as  the 
opponents  of  every  reform,  were  pre- 
cisely the  persons  whose  relations  with 
their  tenants  in  towns  proredtUemto  be 
most  unreasonable.  Those  Nobleowa, 
who  acted  as  kinds  of  figureheads  for 
that  organizatioD,  wwe  personally  r«- 


sponaiUe  for  much  of  the  4ilO{>idatioQ 
whiclLexisted  in  the  broken>down  tene- 
ments in  Ireland.     He   would,  tdso 
aeknftwiedge  that  he  had  been  both 
pleased  and  greatly  interested  by  the 
admission  of  hie   hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
M'Bonald)  tJiat  the  towns  in  the  K(Hth 
of  Irdand  would  come  least  undnr  the 
operation  of  suc^  a  Bill  as  this.  The 
iowna  of  latrg^n  and  Lisbon  hiad  been 
partioalarly  praised ;  and  he  bad  been 
djid  to  hear  the  eompliment  paid  to  one 
Gentleman  (Sir  Bicfaard  Wallace)  for 
the  spirit  which  aetuated  him  in  one  of 
these  towns,  and  whidi  fermtBd  sBch  a 
contrast  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
twaiUe  in  towns  in  other  parts  of  Ireland 
were  treated.  He  was  not  surprised  that 
the  attitude  of  the  Ulster^landlords  was 
more  reasonable  than  in  othnr  pajrts  of 
Ireland ,  as  the  socifd  life  between  the 
two  (dasses  there  had  been  historiwUj 
pervaded  with  a  swuevhat  different 
spirit  to  that   elsewhere  manifested. 
The  relations  existing  between  the  land- 
lords and  the  tenants  in  Ulster  had  been 
most  remarkable  for  a  spititof  sympathj 
and  omenesB  that  vim  oonamonoua  oy  it* 
absenoe  in  other  parts  pf  Irelud.  H« 
quite  agreed  with  tihe  right  hon.  Oentie- 
man  the  <SiieC  Seoreta^  to  tli«  Lord 
Lieutenant  as  to  the  dilapidated  condi- 
tion, of  the  houses  in  many  of  tftvos 
and  villages  in  Ireluid,  aj^thatlt  oould 
not  be  alti^ether  accounted  for  by  the 
nature  oi  the  tenure.  There  .could  be  iw> 
doubt  depopulation  had  a  very  close 
bearing  upon  this  dilapidatien  in  vil- 
lages and  towns.  In'a  eountiy  where,  in 
40  years,  the  population  had  fallen  from 
8,000,000  to  6,000,000,  it  was  obvioas 
that  the  result  must  be  a  reduction  to 
one-half  of  the  customers  of  sbopkeapeigB 
and  artiaaas,  a  lowering  <^  wagOSi-and 
the   consequent  dila[Hdatioa   of  the 
houses.  It  was,  indeed^  the  faoi  that  the 
distriots  from  wbioh.  meet  emigration 
had  taken  plaoe  were  moat  remarkabla 
for  retRogrieeeAoa  and  its  visible  sign?. 
He  bad  known  distriota  where  he  bad 
been  informed  that  flourishing  villages 
existed  40  yeare  ago,  wheire,  at  preseat, 
nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  the  remains 
of  a  few  crumbling  walls.  But,  allowing 
for  all  those  extenuating  oircnmetances, 
such  cases  as  these  showed  the  evil  and 
paralyzing  operation  of  the  existing 
laws  of  tenure  upon  the  whole  com- 
munity.  In  dealing  with  the  question 
of  dwelling-houses  in  towns^  he  would 
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refer  to  the  condition  oi  the  leaaeholder 
in  the  town,  aad  the  condition  of  the 
tenant  ftvm  year  to  year.   In  many 
oases  the  whole  district  around  the 
town  was  owned  by  one  man,  and  some- 
times  a  number  of  men  combined  to- 
gether and  formed  a   syndicate  to 
arrange  all  matters  connected  with  it. 
In  snch  oases  the  condition  of  the  lease- 
holder was  bad  enough ;  because,  no 
matter  how  extensire  was  his  improve- 
ment to  his  premises  or  holding,  it  was 
liable  to  cooSseation  by  the  landlord, 
beside  which  the  tenant  must  actually 
prepare  himself  to  pay  an  increased 
rent  proportioned  to  the  amount  of 
value  generally  of  the  improvements 
which  he  himself  had  made.    He  would 
ask  the  right  faon.  Gentleman  if  he  did 
not  see  the  germ  of  an  equitable  way 
of  dealing  with  such  a  state  of  thinge, 
after  the  manner   adopted  with  re- 
gard to  raral  holdings  in  Ireland  7 
If  the  tenant  did  not  comply  with  the 
hard  terms  imposed  upon  him,  he  was 
remorselessly  put  ont  without  a  penny 
compensation.    He  did  not  blame  the 
right  hon.  GenUeman  for  Mllng  into 
error  as  to  the  want  of  analt^  between 
certain  holdings  in  Irish  towns  and  those 
in  rural  disbriots.    He  (Mr.  Sexton) 
thought  &ere  was  a  complete  analogy 
in  the  case  of  town  houses  and  country 
holdings ;  because,  as  one  landlord  or  a 
syndicate  of  landlords  owned  the  whole 
of  the  town  and  the  district  about,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  tenant  to 
secure  another  house.   There  was  not 
free  action.   There  might  be  no  limit 
in  this  case  defiuing  the  two  clasees  by 
nature  ;  but  there  waa  a  Hmit  fixed  by 
art  as  unalterable,  as  inflexible,  and  as 
supreme  as  any  ever  imposed  by  natnre. 
They  had  heard  of  the  town  of  Killamey, 
the  whole  of  which  was  owned  by  Lord 
Kenmare ;   and  he  could  point  out 
numerous  other  towns  owned  by  single 
landlords  or  syndicates,   where  the 
tenants  were  treated  with  great  inius- 
lice.  In  the  case  of  a  farm,  the  holder 
was  protected  by  law  from  having  his 
improvements  confiscated ;  but  if  he  was 
Uie  owner  of  a  dwelliog-house  or  shop, 
and  executed  improvements,  he  would 
aak  was  not  the  analogy  between  the  two 
classes  perfect  ?  If  there  was  no  necessity 
in  the  Crst  case  for  interference,  why  was 
the  Land  Act  passed  at  all  ?  If  there  was 
a  necessity  in  the  first  case,  why  was 
fharft  no  necessity  in  the  seeond  ?  H  a 
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man  was  turned  out  of  his  farm,  it 
was  said  that  his  means  of  living  wer« 
gone,  as  he  could  not  get  another.  la 
the  towns  he  maintained  that  the  same 
thing  applied  ;  for  whether  the  tenant 
held  a  dwelling-house  or  a  shop  in  a 
town  he  could  not  get  another,  and 
neither  was  there  any  building  ground 
available.   If  he  was  a  shopkeeper,  he 
would  not  have  the  least  prospect  of 
estabUshing  another  fansinessin  tbetown 
where  he  was  known  to  his  customers, 
for  the  landlord  of  the  town  or  the  syn- 
dicate controlled  everything.   That  was 
particularly  the  case  where  the  landlord 
was  a  territorial  magnate,  who  not  only 
owned  the  land  on  which  the  house 
stood,  but  also  that  all  around  it.  There- 
fore, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not 
entitled  to  demur  to  the  analogy.  l%ere 
was  a  perfect  analogy  between  the  shop- 
keeper and  the  tniant  in  the  countiy. 
He  was  sorry  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  raised  objections  to  the  wording  of 
the  Bill ;  but  he  thought  they  were  sack 
as  might,  perhaps,  he  very  properly 
urged  in  Oommittee.    The  right  non. 
Gentleman  thought  that  the  wording  of 
certain  clauses  would  have  the  offset 
extending  the  operation  of  the  to 
all  holdings  <rf  houses  and  to  town  parks. 
But  the  object  of  Uie  Bill  might  be  un- 
derstood from  its  title,  which  was  the 
tenure  of  town  houses,  and  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  these 
matters  on  the  Oommittee  stage  of  the 
Bill.   Then  they  were  told  that  this 
would  be  a  partial  treatment  of  the  ques- 
tion. But  if  there  was  any  maxim  which 
Government  admitted,  it  was  thai  ques- 
tions ought  to  be  trwted  acoording  to 
their  urgency;  and  though  grievances 
in  relation  to  the  question  might  exist 
in  England  and  Scotland,  he  took  leave 
to  doubt  whether  cases  existed  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  in  which  single  per- 
sons owned  towns  in  so  striking  a  way 
as  they  did  In  Ireland.   But  if  that  was 
the  case,  then  the  urgency  of  the  ques- 
tion was  all  the  greater,  and  he  would 
beglad  to  see  the  proviuona of  such  a 
BtlTextended  to  England  and  SooUand, 
where  he  had  no  doubt  such  a  measure 
was  urgently  needed.  In  England,  how- 
ever, he  would  point  out  that  they  had 
a  social  power  in  public  opinion,  which 
usually  moderated  the  action  of  the 
landlord  ;  but  such  a  power  did  not  exist 
in  Irdand.   A  landlord  in  that  country 
genenlly  proved  his  patriotism  ae  an 
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IrishBUkn  by  the  degree  of  eoorn  and 
ooatemptvluoh  ha  threw  upon  the  public 
Opinion  of  his  own  oonntrj.  Hit  inoome 
might  be  derived  from  Ireland ;  but  hiB 
BoiU  was  in  Oreat  Britaio.  It  was  by 
the  pttblio  opinion  of  Great  Britain  that 
he  regulated  his  conduct ;  imd  if  the  pub- 
lic opuiion  of  England  seldom  trouUed 
itsell  about  Ireland— [  Oppatition  oriet  of 
"Ob,  oh!"] — well,  not  systematioally 
then ;  but  he  knew  it  did  by  ^atma. 
The  Irish  landlord,  ^wefore,  mostly 
did  whet  he  pleased,  and  this  oonsti- 
tuted  a  vital  difference  between  the  con- 
dition  of  the  two  countries.  In  con- 
clusion, he  did  not  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  long  enough 
in  Office  to  entitle  him  (Mr.  Sexton)  to 
establish  a  difference  between  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentdeman  conoeired  and 
what  he  expressed.  But,  although  he 
regretted  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  see  his  way  to  support  the  second 
reading,  he  was  glad  that  he  approved 
of  tbe  spirit  and  aim  of  the  Bill; 
and  he  was  very  hopeful  that  he 
would  approaoh  this  subject  with  th%t 
keen  perception,  courage,  and  monil 
olevatioa  of  ohaxaeter  which  distin- 
gmshed  him.  He  hoped  he  would  be 
aide,  on  a  very  early  day,  to  announce 
that  the  Goveniment  saw  their  way  to 
introduce  a  measnre  on  the  subject; 
and  he  would  be  glad  if  it  should  in- 
clude England  ondSootlsnd.  Hethought, 
however,  that  his  hon.  Friends  were  en- 
titled to  go  into  thaLobby  in  support  of 
the  second  lieadiag.  It  was  a  question 
of  great  importsnoe  to  the  three  coun- 
tries; and  the  Irish  Party,  who  had 
always  been  prepared  to  aid  the  wcrh- 
in^  classes  of  Great  Britain  in  every- 
thing that  would  improve  their  condi- 
tion, would  afford  them  every  help  in 
obtaining  the  benefits  they  sot^bt  for 
themselves. 

M».  E.  £.  BUSSELL  said,  ho  would 
like  to  state,  in  a  fow  words,  tile  refiaons 
why  ho  intended  to  vote  against  the  Oe- 
TOTuneat.  There  was  a  strong  opinion 
in  tiiB  country,  and  in  that  part  of  the 
House  below  the  Gangway,  that  they 
were  entitled  to  extend  the  analogy  that 
had  been  referred  to  —  he  meant  the 
aualogp  of  the  Irish  Land  Acts— and 
tliat  they  were  wititled  to  extend  these 
in.  two  directions;  that  they  were  «&• 
titled  to  extond  them  from  agri^ultif  re  to 
other  industries,  and  that  they  were 
ontitiad  W  oxtnid.  then  ^om  Jjr^o&d 
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to  other  parts  of  the  United  King- 
d«n.     Thwe  were  great  sufferlnga 
in  Enttland  also  from  the  tenure  on 
which  houses  were  held  in  towns.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  excuse  him  for 
saying  that  th^  all  sympathized  with 
him  in  his  somewhat  difficult  position. 
Indeed,  probably  there  never  had  beeo 
such  an  outgoing  of  feeling  and  expres- 
uon  of  sympathy  with  a  Mioister  enter- 
ing on  a  new  and  important  Office  under 
oircumsianoes  of  great  difficulty.    At  the 
same  Mxm,  he  regretted  very  much  that 
in  stating  the  purely  official  reasons, 
which  should  have  been  adequate  eoou^ 
for  the  course  the  Government  were 
taking,   bis   right  hon.   Friend  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  go  into  a  little 
argument  on  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
That  argument,  he  thought,  was  hardly 
sufficient  to  warrant  resistanoe  to  the 
measure.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  there  was  a  great  difference  between 
the  freedom  of  an  occupier  of  town  pro- 
perty and  the  freedom  of  on  occi^iet  of 
agricultural  property.    He  (!K£r.  iUusseli) 
apprehended  that  there  were  few  cir- 
cumstances where  there  wa»  less  freedom 
of  contract,  in  wh^oh  the  lack  of  freedom 
of  contract  was  so  acute  in  ite  xesuUs, 
as  where  a  man  having  occupied  town 
property,  and  having  gradually  worked 
up  a  business  in  it,  and  in  so  doing  had 
made  valuable  additions  to  the  property, 
found  that  he  had  to  pay  an  extravagant 
fine  for  the  privilege  of  continuing  his 
business,  or  to  accept  the  alternative  of 
handing  the  premises  over  to  his  land- 
lord, who  had  done  literally  nothing  to 
assist  him  in  his  endeavours  to  create  the 
industry  from  which  he  was  to  derive  his 
future  proceeds.  That  showed  that  when 
the  difficulty  arose  it  took  a  very  oCute 
f6rm ;  and  until  it  did  arise  there  was 
no  force  in  tbe  argument  that  there  was 
a  want  of  analogy  between  town  pro- 
perty and  rural  property.   Even  in.  its 
chx9Suo  state,  as  had  been  observed  <^ 
the  other  side,  the  evil  was  nearly  as 
bad ;  for,  in  the  chronic  state,  the  re- 
sults were  that  .the  tenant  was  paralyzed 
and  prevented  from  increasing  his  busi- 
ness, deprived  not  only  of  oU  incentive 
to  increase  it,  but  deprived  also  of  all 
hope  that  he  would  be  allowed  to  reap 
the  fruits  of  his  exertions  in  oonseqneuce 
of  this,  system.    Tho  ^ect  of  sufih.a 
state  of  things  must  necessarily  ,  b^  t^e 
engrafting  in  ofrtain-fihoracten  amqng 
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the  people  of  hahita  of  fa<^el«flsndM,  in- 
difference, and  idleness;  and  then  we 
turned  round  on  the  Terj  olaeses  whom 
our  insfitutiona  had  degraded  and  ae- 
ouaed  those  very  people  of  being  idle 
and  unthrifty.  If  a  man  had  attained 
by  his  induatiy  a  good  position,  he  was 
entitled  to  hope  that  he  would  be  allowed 
to  enjoy  it.  On  these  gronnde,  Uie 
Hope  of  many  of  them  below  the  Gtuig- 
way  on  the  Hiaieterifd  nde  of  the  Honse 
was  that  thfty  might,  by  inserting  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  on  this  oocasioo, 
do  something  towards  extending  the 
nmnd  and  just  principles  of  the  Irish 
Ltod  Act  fnym  agricaltural  holdings  to 
mrban  property,  and  also  towards  extend- 
ing them  irom  Ireland,  which  they  ad- 
mitted had  a  grievance,  to  the  whole  of 
Great  Britain,  where  the  existing  system 
likewise  worked  iojuriottBly. 

Mb.  holmes  said,  that  although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  sud  that  politioal  economy 
had  been  banished  to  another  sphere,  he 
(Mr.  Holmes)  was  glad  to  see  that  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  was  stall  to  some 
extent  oontrolled  by  l^e  prubciq>Ies  of 
political  economy,  abd  atiu  more  glad 
that  he  had  acknowledged  the  neceeu^ 
ot  b^ng  guided  by  coalmen  sense.-  He 
agreed  wit^  tlie  right  hon.  G<dntiemaii 
that  the  Hoose  ought  not  to  laccept  the 
Bill,  and  ftilly  concurred  with  htm  in 
the  grounds  on  which  he  based  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Goremment  to  assent  to  the 
i&easure.  His  (Mr.  Holmes's)  objection 
was  not  to  any  ohange  in  the  tenure  of 
tl^  honaes  in  towns  in  Ireland,  but  to 
the  form  of  ^e  particular  measure  be- 
fore the  House.  Indeed,  he  specially 
wished  to  guard  himself  against  the 
supposition  that  he  was  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  tenure  of  honAe  property  at  the 
|«esent  ttttie.  He  Selt,  as  strongly  as 
anyone  leonld  do,  that  many  beneficial 
changes  might  be  introduced  into  house 
tenure,  both  in  England  and  Ireland ; 
but  here  they  had  to  deal  with  a  par- 
ticular  Bill  which  had  been  circulated 
for  the  firat  time  tiiat  morning,  and  <^ 
which  he  sappoBCHl  a  ^od  many  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gwgway  were 
hudly  able  to  understand  vie  full 
eignifieanoe.  The  principle  uoderlyiBg 
the  Bin  was  to  transfer  ^e  compensation 
for  imprOTcments  provisions,  incorpo- 
rated in  the  Land  Acts  of  1870  and  1881 
in  regard  to  agricultaral  and  pastoral 
holdings^  to  6VBry  bonding  in  liieland— ^ 

Mr.  E.S.XiuuU 


not  merely  in  the  smaUev  towns  and 
villages,  bnt  to  all  tfae^  large  towns  like 
Bub&n,  Belfast,  Cork,  and  L<ndoaderry. 
Not  only  would  the  Bill  wpplj  to 
dwelling-honsee,  but  to  every  factory, 
warehouse,  tlieatre,  or  other  place  of 
amusement;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  to 
every  building  throughout  the  oountry. 
When  the  A£ts  of  1S70  and  1881  wet« 
passed,  great  care  was  taken,  in  the  en- 
aetment  of  theOcnnpensation  CHanses^  to 
restrict  them  to  the  sabject-suitter  to 
whicli  they  appHed  — nflmely,  tor  agri- 
caltural and  pastoral  holcUngs.  "Sha 
main  prinmple  of  those  daasee  was  one- 
on  which  there  was  little  divefgmoe  of 
opinion.  It  was  that  when  land  was 
let  it  was  to  theinterest  both  of  landlord 
and  tenant  that  it  should  be  inrproTed ; 
and  it  appeared  to  be  a  fair  and  reason- 
able prioaiple  that  if  the  tenant  expended 
his  capital  on  improvements,  some  co»v- 

fteneation  should  be  given  him  for  the  out- 
ay.  But  in  the  case  of  bouse  property, 
if  the  tenant  ex^nded  money  bo  as  to 
increase  the  letting  value,  it  dfd  not 
equally  follow  that  he  should  be  entitled 
to  compensation.  He  oerUiniy  would 
not  be  so  In  aU  eases,  and  this  Bilt 
extended  to  all .  housee.  Take  -the 
ordinary  ease  oi  a  eian  with  ;£l,OM. 
He  built  a  home  aod  let  it  to  a  iaauaA 
for  £6d  or  £70  a-rsan  For  liia-  own 
parposes  and  nc[aiTanent8  tlie  tenaat 
might  add  two  more  stovies,  eostingv 
perhaps,  another  £1,000.  The  whole 
character  of  the  house  wastdteredf  no 
donbt,  its  rental  value  might  be  im- 
proved. After  yeal«  the  tenant  chose  to 
leave ;  was  the  landlord  to  pay  him  the 
£1,000  he  had  spent,  when  the  landlord 
had  spent  his  whole  capital  f  He  ufeed 
the  word  landlord,"  but  it  was  hardly 
applicable.  The  man  simpfy  pnt  his 
money  into  an  ordinary  coiame««al 
undertaking.  In  Ireland  they  had  larM 
manufacturing  towns,  and  the  case  he 
had  put  was  by  no  meansan  improbable 
one.  The  provisions  afifocting.agrioid- 
tural  holdings  would  not  eqbftaUy 
apply  to  &e  bulk  of  the  hottia  pvoperty 
in  Irdaiid.  The  hon.  Ma»ber,  whom 
they  had  always  heatd  with  ao  mooh 
|tleaaure  in  that  House**- he  bdfiev«i 
that  he  was  still  the  Member  for  Sligo 
>— (Mr.  Setton)  had  reflM»ed  to  eaew 
in  which  single  landlords  had  practtoal 
control  Of  wholo  villages.  He  (Mr. 
HoltUes)  would,  however^  peint  eat 
that  those  easee  weiv-OiceirtioiUil^'aiid 
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it  should  b«  mnwmbered  that  thte  BUI, 
if  pasesd,  would  apply  to  large  maiiufae- 
turiog  kowns  like  Belfast  and  Xoudonr 
dorrj,  which  were  not  all  eimilarly  Bitu< 
ated,  and  would  be  amjUoable  to  all 
bouses,  war«house»,  sad  £aotoriea  alike. 
On  these  grounds  he  thought  the  House 
ou^t  not  to  assent  to  the  Bill.  As  to 
the  analogy  that  had  been  put  forward 
as  between  town  and  rural  holdings, 
although  he  did  not  admit  that  sueh 
an  analogy  bad  been  established,  he 
maintaiaed  that  there  was  a  perfect 
analogy  between  town  houses  in  Ireland 
and  Qee&b  Britain.  Whan  the  Acts  of 
1670  and  16Bt  weire  passed  they  were 
told  they  eould  not  deal  with  agri- 
Qultaral  teqanoiea  in  Xredand  on  the 
Bome  prineipfe  aa  with  ainilar  tcnanoies 
in  England  aad  SooUandi  tbe  alrong 
aqrnment  &r  those  Aets  being  tibe  ex- 
ertional ciTeunutaoses^f  Ireland.  But 
if  there  were  this  difference  as  to  agri- 
cultural holdings,  no  one  eould  say  the 
same  or  any  diS^ooe  exiatied  between 
hoase  properties  in  the  different  par(s  of 
the  Kingdom.  In  hia  optnion,  there- 
Inre,  it  would  oertaioly  be  an  anomalous 
thing,  at  U%e  commeooement  of  a  new 
FarUament  like  the  present,  that  only 
one  poztion,  and  that  a  small  one,  of  a 
lai^e  question  whioh  really  affected  Uie 
^lu^e  Kingdoms  sbould  be  dsalt  wiA, 
sad  dealt  with  in  a  maimer  that  was 
anyUung  but  Batififaetoiy)  in  a  Bill  oi 
thu  nature.  Ha  b;^  no-snsMU  desired 
to  oppose  real  praatual  reforms  ;  but  he 
bsliered  tkat  thsy  wooAd  xs^nire  siitoag 
additional  arguments .  to  lodnoe  the 
HbwB  to.ftdopt  s«wh  «BiU  as  that  now 
befove  them. 

Mb.  GOSOHEN  :  Sir,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose  to  argue  this  matter  for  one  moment 
irom  the  point  of  view  of  the  rights  of 
property,  or  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  ponciplee  of  polltiesl  economy,  to 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secvetary  alluded,  from  both  points  of 
view  a  great  deal  might  be  said  on  the 
presMit  occasion ;  but  it  is  not  with  a 
view  of-  ufging  any  argument  darired 
fvom -these  ^nciplee  that  I  wish  to  sub- 
mit a  very  few  obserratione  to  the 
House.  I  have  been  led  to  interrene 
for  a  moment  in  this  debate  by  the 
Ski^rwaents  that  have  fallen  from  one  or 
t(wa  -boa.  Gendemsn-^namely,  tbs  ton. 
Hsmber  for-  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  sad  the 
hon.  Usipbn  for  Qlasgow  .(Uc.E. 
iBaisasU)^]!)  rfi^M  te  what  seftms  to  be 


in  the  main  the  objsot  ol  the  Bill— 
namely,  to  give  not  only  security  JEob 
improvements  -wbi(^  the  tenuit  may 
hare  effected,  but  indirectly  to  prevent 
altogether  the  ejectment  of  the  tenant 
from  the  house  which  he  occupies.  X 
do  not  know  whether  I  have  made  my- 
self clear ;  but  the  House  will  remember 
that  the  axgument  has  been  raised  tu  a 
great  extent  upon  the  injs^tice  to  tienant} 
oooupyiog  bouses,  of  being  turned  away 
from  these  houses,  or  having  their  reuts 
raised  upon  them,  when  theiy  have  built 
up  laboriously  their  business,  and  may. 
find  tlhemselves  ruined  by  being  deprived 
of  their  sesidenee  in  &e  Iwuse.  Thersi 
fore,  one  oi  the  main  orguffMoAs  upon 
which  I  see  that  hon.  Members .  are 
lik^y  to  vota  in  fovotti  ol  ths  BiU  iis  4b» 
wish  to  take  a  step  in  the  dir«M}^on  .fi£ 
what  I  think  we  msy  eall .  ssouri^  oC 
tsnnm  Now,  whsjt.I  wiaih  to  point'sut 
is  that,  even  if  this  Bill  wove  passed,  I  do 
not  know  that  a  ceal  step  would  have 
beeu  •  taken  towards  the  objeot  whdeh 
hem.  Members  have  jMI'  heart  in  tibj» 
matter.  Beeause  it  af^peozs  to  me  that* 
nnlesa  you  .at  the  samje  tine  introduoe 
enaetmcnte  with  regard  to  fair  rents  and 
fixiiy.of  tcouye,  the  Isj^erds, i  though 
they  ha^e  to  .psiy  compensation  for  iiv 
proveosnts  under  tihi»  BiUt  may,  nevw- 
tbeleee,  deprive  the-teBaata  of  t)ie«^peir^ 
tunity  of  continuing  in  their  busme^fii 
If  Uti^  is  80  — and  X  tjkink  my  hoii< 
Vviead  the  M^nbss  lor  Q^lasgow  wiU  al- 
mostadmititr  so  far  as  aregsuds  his  o^u- 
mentr-ryou  will  base  gime,a'TCTy  littU 
way  in  the  direetion  i^  tihe  olueote  bie 
has  otJiearfcif  you  werftta  pass  tbisiBill* 
I  wottldr  in  passing,,  just  mi^fS  <hib 
eien  to  the  argument  in  regard  to 
onnuaL  tenaatst .  Ai^ufl^tenaptiis  oure^-i 
would  /Bsarce^y.  be  asihp^riised,  if  only 
holding  from  year  to  year,  ta  make,  larg^ 
improTements  of  aiQr  kind:;  and  in.  suoh 
case,,  olearly,  it  would  be  neeesaaiy.  to 
give  the  loodlosds  oonsider^^le  power 
in  regasd  -to  stoppiog  those  improre>- 
ments  made  by  the  tejma^>ratr<will<  But 
that  is  not  the  pari  oS.  the*  subject  t«p 
which  I  was  addressing  myself.  X  wish 
to  suggest  that  if  this  BiU  is  argued 
£rom  the  point  of  view  of  the  auuogj 
betweexL  lands  and  houses,  that  we 
have  arrived,  X  think,  at  a  Te^icont- 
mderable  difKeolty  in  dealing  with  the 
Load  Questiont  1^  having:  stnii^beiied 
aadeonfimsd  a^oublteowner^Mpin  thp 
land.  Ws-iahftU  bMo.tied.  (0|{{e«»ie7  lihp 

Digitized  by  Google 


{YsBBVXX^      1886}   Sma  {Ireland)  BiU. 


IIM        Ttmre  cf  Ihum         fCOMUONS)      Moutet  {IrtUmi)  B(U.  1140 


landlord  and  the  tena&i  ia  %\issk  a  vay 
thai  all  difficulties  between  the  two  teem 
to  be  almost  insuperable ;  and  I  want 
to  suggest  respectfully  to  the  House 
whether  it  would  be  wise  to  oommence 
that  legislation  which  so  many  people 
think  is  necessary  with  regard  to  house 
property,  by  taking  steps  which  will 
begin  to  oreate  a  double  ownership 
praottcally  in  house  property?  The 
House  is  aware  of  the  Bills  that  have 
been  introduced  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Under  Saentary  of  State  £or  the  Home 
Be^artmeot  (Mt.  Bioadhunt)— Bills 
whioh  hare  for  their  object  that  tmanta 
dioold  become  abeolute  otrnera  of  their 
)u)ldtnn^and  I  am  boand  to  say  that, 
in  the  legislatioa  whioh  we  may  hare  to 
embark  upon  with  regard  to  house  pro- 
perty, I  think  it  would  be  far  wiser  to 
keep  in  view,  as  far  as  we  can,  that  it  is 
desirable  that  men  should  be  able  to  own 
their  own  houses,  rather  than  to  start 
upon  reforms  which  will  oreate  a  double 
ownership,  which  afterwards  we  may 
find  to  be  extremely  incoDvenieat.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  will,  I  trust,  see  that 
in  this  I  am  not  opposing  the  object 
which  has  excited  muoh  sympathy  in 
the  House  genwally.  I  am  as  conviaced 
as  most  Members  of  the  House  that  the 
more  we  can  induce  men  to  own  their 
own  housea  the  batter  it  will  be.  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  ex|»erlenee .  I 
acquired  on  the  Oommisrion  on  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Olassesdid  re- 
Teal  that  thwe  were  a  owtain  number  of 
evils,  though  not  so  many  as  wwe  at- 
tributed to  it,  which  resulted  from  the 
leasehold  system.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  ereiyoae  will  admit  that  the 
leasehold  system  would  not  be  intro- 
duced into  any  country  on  the  lines  on 
which  it  prevails  in  Qreat  Britain  and 
Ireland  unless  it  had  grown  up  with 
time.  Doubtless  the  House  will  set 
itself  to  deal  with  this  most  difficult  and 
most  complicated  subject  in  a  spiiit  of 
equity,  and  keepiag  in  ?iew  the  desire 
which  was  expressed  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend — that  there  should  be  as  large  a 
number  of  the  pwulation  as  possible 
able  to  acquire  wieir  own  holdings. 
Holding  that  view^  I  think  it  would  not 
be  wise  to  press  partial  refiurms  ia  the 
direction  of  the  BUI,  which  seems  to  me 
to  create  freeh  obligatbna  utd  freeh 
entanglements,  of  which  v«  have  had 
ample  examples  in  the  legidation  in 
reapeot  to  Ivod.   1%  would  be  rathe*,  a 


str^ge  result  if,  while  we  are  endea- 
Touring  to  cut  the  knot  between  the 
landlords  and  teeanis  as  regarda  land  in 
Ireland,  we  should  begin  to  go  through 
the  same  process  by  ginag  the  tenants 
of  houses  partial  proprietary  rights  in 
t^eir  houses.  I  venture  respectfully  to 
submit  these  considerations  as  bearing 
upon  the  matter,  and  as  havine  close 
reference  to  the  Bill,  though  wey  go 
somewhat  beyond  its  eoope.  I  trust  the 
majorityyillfollowthe  advice  of  myrig^ 
hon.  Friend  the  Ohtef  Secretary  in  roting 
against  the  Bill  upon  this  occasion. 

Mn.  MAXJABl^EY  said,  he  did  net 
rise  to  prolong  the  debate,  as  he  thought 
the  subject  had  bem  almost  sufflcieBtly 
discussed ;  but  -he  could  not  allow  aone 
of  the  obserrations  of  the  right  hon. 
GentlemsB  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land to  pass  without  notice.  That  right 
hon.  Oeatleman  had  alluded  to  the 
project  of  remedial  legidatioa  with 
regard  to  the  tenure  of  land  not  only 
in  Ireland,  but  in  Bogland ;  and  he  in- 
timated his  fear  that  hon.  Members  in 
that  quarter  of  the  House  might  not  re- 
oeiveBuoh  legislation  in  ^e  most  favour- 
able maaner.  Bat,  speaking  for  himeelf, 
and,  he  might  say,  for  those  who  sat 
near  him,  and  who  represented  Uie 
North  of  Ireland,  he  (Mr.  Macartney) 
desired  to  eay  that  they  would  be 
quite  ready  to  reonve  oordially,  to  caz»- 
fully  examine,  and  to  assist  in  passing 
any  xomsdial  legislatioa  that  might  be 
based  oa  sound  eooaomio  prinoiplw.  He 
waa  wi,  hovav«r,  able-  to  agree  to  oei^ 
tain  allegad  fac^  brought  oef ore  the 
House,  either  by  the  hon.  Seconder 
(Mr.  M'Donald),  or  by  the  hon.  Mean 
her  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton).  His  own 
experience  of  the  Province  of  Ulster 
did  not  lead  him  (Mr.  Maeartney)  to 
believe  that  there  was  any  great  diffi- 
culty in  6nding  facilities  £or  building 
houses.  He  did  not  believe  that  there 
existed  in  that  Province  any  oombina- 
tton  amongst  the  owners  of  land  to 
prevent  the  provision  of  sufficient  aocom- 
modation  for  house  hiolde»,  either  in 
the  large  towns  or  in  Ihe  small  villagea ; 
and  he  must,  therefore,  eay  that  it  was 
with  great  surprlsethat  he  heard  t^ehon. 
Membor  for  Sligo  refer  to  sueh  a  combi- 
nation. •  He  vas  the  more  surj^iqed, 
beoaose  he  was  not  pceviouslj  av^se 
that  either  that  hon.  Membw,  or  a^y  of 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Qaoffvaj^ 
ge&eir^llyr  had  any  g^tMrt  .ot^eotion  -.to 


Digitized  by 


lUl       T€nur$  of  Toicn        {FEBftTTAaT  24,  1886}    SintM  (IreJtmi)  BtH.  1142 


combination;  and,  moreover,  looking 
to  the  aotnal  profo^ft  of  the  towns  in 
the  Prorince  of  Ulster,  with  which  he 
was  himself  much  better  acquainted 
than  he  was  with  the  towns  in  the  other 
^roTinoea,  and  tailing  towns  which  re- 
presented the  extreme  poles  of  urhan 
population ,  such  as  Belfast,  Derry,  Lis- 
bum,  and  Lame,  it  was,  he  thought,  an 
undeniable  fact  that  the  population  of 
these  towns  had  greatly  increased.  He 
beUeved.  for  instimoe,  that  it  would  be 
admitted  that  the  popolatioii  of  the 
thriring  town  of  Lame  had  actually 
doubled  itself  within  the  space  of  the 
last  few  years ;  that  building  in  thst 
town  had  greatly  inoreased ;  and  that 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  the  way,  either 
of  those  who  wished  to  invest  capital  in 
bnilding  operations,  or  of  those  who 
wished  to  become  householders  in  this 
rising  place.  In  the  somewhat  bitter 
speech  made  by  the  hon.  Mover  of  the 
seeond  reading  (Mr.  Orilly) — a  speech, 
the  tone  of  which  had  not,  he  was  happy 
to  say,  been  imitated  by  other  Oentle- 
men  who  had  ainoe  spoken  from  below 
the  Gangway  on  that  side  of  the  House 
— tiie  great  point  made  was  that  there 
was  not,  at  the  presmt  time,  snffitnent 
protection  for  the  improvemeDte  of  the 
tenants  of  Ireland.  But  hia  (Mr. 
Macartney's)  local  experience,  speaking 
as  he  did  of  the  one  Province  with 
which  he  was  intimately  acquainted, 
did  not  agree  with  the  experience  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  House 
that  afternoon  from  below  the  Gangway. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  seconded 
the  Motion  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  was  indeed,  he  noticed,  obUged 
to  admit  that  in  the  Province  of  Ulster 
the  towns  were  all  of  them  prosperons, 
and  that  in  those  towns  the  occupiers 
had  no  cause  to  complain,  and  did  not 
complain  of  any  hardship  entailed  upon 
them  by  the  tenure  of  their  houses. 
There  muat,  therefore,  he  t]un^tht,  be 
Bome  other  reason  connected  inth  the 
eondition  of  the  small  towns  and  vil- 
lages in  the  other  three  Provinces  of 
Ireland  to  account  for  fhe  dilapidated 
condition  in  which  they  were  now  said 
by  hon.  Members  to  be.  And  he  thought 
that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  say  what 
this  was.  He  recolleoted  that,  not  many 
years  ago,  a  Special  Oommtssioner— as 
it  wae  now  the  fashion  to  call  «u<A  a 
person— was  sent  ^ther  by  The  Timet, 
or  by  some  other  leading  BngUsh  paper, 


to  report  on  the  condition  not  only  of 
the  rural,  but  also  of  the  urban  districts 
of  Ireland.  Well,  according  to  hia 
letters,  the  general  impression  which 
this  Special  Commissioner  eeemed  to 
have  formed  of  the  South  and  West  of 
Ireland  was  that  there  was  one  univer- 
sal landlord  who  had  impaired  the  com- 
mercial activifyof  the  Soath  and  West, 
and  that  that  londkHrd  was  well  known 
to  the  vorid  under  the  name  of  John 
Jamimon.  It  seemed  to  him  impossible 
to  deny  that,  in  the  towiu  of  the  North, 
there  was  a  condition  of  oommemiid 
activity  which  did  not  prevail  in  the 
other  three  Provinces ;  and  it  was  ex- 
tremely donhtful  whether  any  alteration, 
even  uf  the  most  arbitrary  nature,  in  the 
tenure  of  houses  would  produce  such  an 
amelioratioa  in  the  condition  of  the 
tenanrts  in  those  Provinces  as  would 
bring  them  up  to  the  l&vel  of  the  tenants 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  He  entirely 
agreed  with  what  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  late  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  IreJand  (Mr.  Holmes)  had  said 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  as  to  the 
imperfectloDS  of  tiie  present  system  of 
leasehold  tAnmre.  A  great  proportion 
of  the  owners  of  houses  in  Ulster 
were  not  large  landowners.  They 
did  not  belong  to  the  class  who  fastd 
been,  almost  by  nniversal  oonsent,  con- 
sidered rapacious  and  animated  by  the 
worst  principles  of  human  nature.  In 
the  small  towns  the  owners  of  houaes 
were  men  who  had  laid  by  money,  either 
in  agricultural  operations,  or  been  suo- 
oessnil  small  oommeroial  operators.  If 
the  Bill,  therefore,  were  applied  to  the 
tennre  of  houses  in  Ireland,  it  would 
deal  a  very  severe  blow  at  a  large 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  bousee, 
and  would  injuriously  affeet  a  large 
class  of  people  whom  it  was  not  the  in- 
terest of  the  State  to  injure — that  was, 
the  middle  olass — who  had,  to  a  great 
extent,  invested  their  savings  in  the 
dasB  of  property  with  which  this  mea- 
sure would  aofU.  TheOoveram«Lthad 
indicated  the  course  they  intended  to 
take— and  he  (Mr.  Macartney)  thought 
it  a  very  wise  eourse— with  regard  to 
this  Bill,  nor  did  he  wiah  to  detain  the 
House  further  than  to  assure  the  Gh>- 
verament  that  if  they  proposed  to  deal 
with  this  subject  as  it  should  be  dealt 
with,  not  in  the  way  of  exceptional  legis- 
lation, affeoting  Ireland  alime,  but  by  a 
geoen^  aasaBon  embradog  both  i&ig- 
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land  and  ScoUand— £or,  after  all,  it  wa$ 

to  a  Y&tj  great  extent  a  question  affect- 
ing capital  equally  throughout  all  the 
three  countries — he  and  faia  hon.  EriendB 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  would  not 
look  with  disfavour  upon  any  such  mea- 
sure as  might  be  introduced  to  remedy 
fluch  grieTances  as  the  tenants  of  Ire- 
land had  just  right  to  complain  of.  In- 
deed, they  would  be  prepared  to  wel- 
come such  a  measure ;  and  when  it  was 
introduced  he  earnestly  hoped  that  they 
might  be  able  to  extend  to  it  every  pos- 
aible  support. 

Me.  CBOMPTOK  said,  he  had  great 
aympathy  with  theBillaod  its  proposals, 
ae  he  thought  it  a  Bill  of  ao  moderate  a 
character  that  any  Liberal  might  Bup|wrt 
it ;  but  he  had  great  difficulty  in  making 
up  his  mind  to  support  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  alter  the  apeedi  of  the 
right  hon.  Gwtleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland;  because,  from  his 
speech,  he  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  agreed  with  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  and  practically  promised  that 
the  Government  would  take  up  the 
question.  In  his  (Mr.  Crompton'e)  opi- 
nion, the  Bill  did  not,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Edinburgh 
(Mr.  Goschen)  had  said^  create  a  double 
ownership  in  land,  bnt  simply  gsve  jus- 
tice where  justice  was  needed-  It  pro- 
posed to  give  to  the  tenant  the  property 
which  belonged  tohim^  instead  ofaliow- 
ing  the  landlord  to  confiscate  it  He 
could  not  either  see  any  injustice  in  the 
proposal  that  the  landlord  ahoold  oom- 
penaate  the  tenant  in.  the  oiroumatancea 
contemplated  in  the  measure,  vbich 
would  not  introduce  a  much  greater 
change  than  was  effected  in  England  by 
the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act,  which 
vested  the  right  to  a  building  in  the 
tenant  who  had  erected  it,  and  gave  him 
the  right  to  remove  it,  if  the  landlord 
was  unwilling  to  buy  it.  He  was  sur- 
prised to  find  how  easily  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  1870  could  be  adapted  to 
the  present  case.  The  only  point  in 
which  he  agreed  with  the  late  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  was  that  the  pre- 
sent Bill  ought  not  to  be  applicable 
to  yearly  tenancies;  and  it  might  be 
argued  with  aome  fairness  that  the  Bill 
ought  act  to  be  applicable  to  the  case  of 
town  holdings  occupied  for  less  than  a 
certain  term,  say  five  years.  He  waa 
•tionglyin  favour  of  Uie  principle  of  the 
Bill;  but  he  hoped  Uiat  the  Motion  for 
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the  second  laading  wovld  not  he  preeaed  { 
becauae  he  thought  that  &e  GoTerament 
ought  not  to  be  nampered  in  the  oooraa 

which  they  proposed  to  take  with  refer- 
ence to  the  suhjeot-matter  of  the  mea- 
sure and  cognate  questiens.  Believing, 
therefore,  that  the  very  beet  meaaure 

Cible  in  the  direction  of  the  Bill  would 
uried  out  by  the  Government,  he  ^elt 
he  could  not  desert  his  Pari?;  and  there- 
fore he  should  support  the  Govemment. 

Mr.  TUITE  said,  that  in  the  town  of 
Mullingar,  which  waa  owned  by  ooe 
landlora,  when  thejcddleaaea  f^  rents 
were  xaiasd  aa  much  as  85  per  eent.  The 
process  by  which  rents  were  extracted 
was  tbia.  When  a  lease  lapsed,  the  ten- 
ant was  asked  to  make  an  ofi'er  to  the 
landlord  or  baa  a^nt.  That  o£Eer,  in  the 
first  instance^  did  not  oome  up  to  the 
agent's  wishes,  and  he  thwefwa  com- 
pelled die  taiumt  to  make  a  further 
offer,  and  bo  it  went  oo  until  the  tenant 
waa  by  force  of  neoeeaity  obliged  to  bid 
up  to  what  the  landlord  considered  the 
proper  amount ;  in  consequeooe  of  that 
the  pfospwifjy  of  the  town  of  Mulliiigar 
was  mu(^  retarded,  and  though  not  men- 
tioned in  the  list  of  towns  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Sligo,  it  was,  he  could 
assure  the  House,  one  of  the  worst 
treated  towns  in  Ireland  under  theoruel 
system  that  at  present  prevailed.  He 
would  give  them  an  iiluatratioa.  A  abort 
time  ago  the  leaea  of  a  tenant  ia  Mul- 
lingar fell  in.  The  rent  was  £29  a-year, 
and  the  tenant  expended  some  £400  on 
the  piopffity.  Upon  the  ezpiratim  of 
the  lease  the  tmanf  iraa  called  iipoa  to 
make  an  oSar,  and  all  offers  were  re- 
fused until  they  reached  £40 ;  and  after 
the  new  lease  was  drawn  tlie  Poor  Law 
Valuator  under  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
mission visited  the  town,  and  the 
valuation,  which  was  £16,  was  only 
raised  to  £18,  which,  however,  was  a 
strange  contrast  to  the  rent  put  on  by 
the  landlord.  To  show  the  geneorosity 
of  the  town  landlords  in  Ireland,  he 
would  mention  what  occurred  in  his  own 
town  a  short  time  ago.  The  Town  Oom- 
missiooers  required  a  place  to  hold  their 
meetings,  and  they  applied  for  the  use 
of  the  Market  House.  Consent  was 
given  on  the  understanding  that  politics 
would  be  excluded;  and  he  need  hardly 
inform  the  House  Uiat  the  Commis- 
sionexs  rejected  the  ofi'er  immediately. 
Now,  while  he  agreed  with  the  Bill 
before  the  Houae^  oe  eoneidered  it  fdl 
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far  short  of  what  he  would  like  to  see,  as 
he  would  like  it  to  deal  with  the  revision 
of  Tents,  and  to  embrace  a  clause  for  the 
appointiaent  of  a  Conmuasion,  similar  to 
the  Land  Oommission,  for  the  purpose  of 
fb:ing  fair  rents,  and,  if  possible,  to 
abolish  the  leases  which  had  been  ob- 
tained throQgh  firaudulent  means.  He 
had  stated  be  had  hoped  that  the  Ohief 
Secretary  would  have  offered  thuu  as  an 
alterafttive  a  reference  to  a  Select  Oom- 
mittee  (m  ^e  queetaon,or  have  announced 
^  intention  of  the  Goremment  to  bring 
forward  a  meaaure  themselves ;  but  now 
that  he  had  refused  to  consent  to  that 
arrangement  he  sincerely  hoped  that 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  who  represented 
Sooteh  and  English  oonstituenotes,  which 
were  as  badly  treated  as  Ireland,  would 
support  the  measure  of  bis  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Mayo. 

Mb.  FENWIGK  said,  the  only  reason 
he  had  forthus  presenting  himself  before 
the  HoBse  at  this  early  stage  of  bis  Par- 
liamentary hist(»y  was  the  great  interest 
felt  in  the  question  by  the  eonstttuency 
he  had  the  honour  of  repfesmtlng.  A 
oon^erable  number  of  men  amongst 
the  olaas  he  had  the  honour  to  b»  con- 
]ied«d  wlth'-^namely,  the  Northumber- 
land  miners—had  long  cherished  -  the 
laudaUe  desire  which  the  tight  hon. 
Gentleman  tho  Ohief  Secretary '  men- 
tioned— that  of  becoming  owners  of 
their  homes.  To  aehieve  this  end  th^ 
were  strict  in  their  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  sobriety  and  self-denial. 
Having  saved  suffloient  money,  many  of 
the  men  whom  he  had  in  view  had  boilt 
houses  for  their  own  use ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately,  they  had  been  unable  to  acquire 
the  freehold  of  the  ground  upon  which 
their  homes  stood,  uid  their  leasehold 
tenure  et  the  ground  would  expire  in 
some  eases  in  40  years,  and  in  others  in 
60  or  66.  When  the  leases  of  these 
people  terminated  they  found  their  rents 
r^sed,  in  consequence  of  the  inerwsad 
TBluB^n  of  their  holdings,  dae  to  their 
own  indtaetry,  and  to  no  e£Ebrt  of  the 
landlord. 

OoLONBL  BKOOKJ'IELD  asked,  a«  a 
point  of  Order,  whether  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  Member  were  in  Order  when 
they  were  discussing  a  measure  relative 
to  Ireland  P 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  see  nothing  out  of 
Order  in  theremarfesof  the  hon. Member. 

Mb.  FENWIGK  said,  he  was  fbllv 
sMtsiblft  the  BOl  was  an  Irish  Mil ;  and 
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he  was  only  sorry  the  provisions  of  ^e 
Bill  were  so  eiclusively  confined  as  they 
were.  He  should  have  been  glad  if  its 
scope  could  have  been  made  more  far- 
reaching  than  it  was,  and  that  it  had 
embraced  England  and  Scotland  as  well 
as  Ireland.  He  could  not  put  irom .  his 
mind  the  fact  that  in  dealing  with  such 
a  meaaure  as  this  tiiey  were  only  tinker- 
ing with  a  kind  of  legislation  which  must 
shortly  oome  before  Pariiament  in  a 
more  comprehensiTe  shape.  Hie  whole 
question  of  land  tenure,  owing  to  the 
oppression  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
must  shortly  oome  up  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Parliament.  Believing,  however, 
that  the  foundation  of  this  Bill  was  to  be 
found  in  j»finciples  of  justice  and  equity, 
he  would  be  violating  pledges  given  to 
his  constituents  if  he  did  not  declare  his 
intention  to  go  into  the  Lobby  in  sup- 
port of  it,  and  thereby  ^ow  by  his  voce 
that  they  desired  to  accratuate  the  prin- 
oiples  contained  in  the  provisions  of  the 
BiU. 

Mr.  fox  said,  he  would  not  at  tins 
stage  of  the  debate  discuBS  the  general 
principles  of  tiie  BiU ;  but  would  address 
himself  more  direotty  to  tiie  necessity 
there  was  for  some  such  legislation  aa 
was  proposed  by  the  Bill,  ^e  town  of 
Qneenstown  was  built  upon  property 
owned  by  two  landlords.  One  of  these 
landlords  was  or  had  been  very  promi- 
nently before  the  country  as  a  very  ener- 
getic member  of  the  so-called  Loyal  and 
Patriotic  XTnion  ;  but  he  had  acknow- 
ledged that  property  had  its  obligations, 
for  he  granted  a  considerable  piece  of 
land  for  a  graveyard,  so  that  his  tenants 
might  have  the  questionable  consolation 
that  when  they  had  been  starved  to  deatli 
they  should,  at  least,  lay  their  bones  in 
their  native  soil.  The  other  landlord 
was  connected  with  the  Buahbrook 
family.  The  leases  in  the  principal 
business  part  of  the  town  would  expire 
before  very  long.  He  altogether  dis- 
sented firom  tlie  opinion  of  the  Ohief  Se- 
cretary when  he  said  that  tenants  of 
property  in  towns  oould  not  create  or 
enlurace  the  value  of  their  holdings  as 
did  the  tenants  of  the  agricultural  hold- 
ings. In  Queenstown  it  might  be  urged 
that  as  a  lease  ran  out  the  tenant  had  no 
fHirther  claim,  and  that  when  he  took  the 
lease  he  took  it  on  an  undertaking  that 
his  interest  was  to  cease  with  its  term  ; 
but  there  was  an  implied  condition  that 
the  tenant  should  hare  the  first  claim  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 H7  Tumrt  of  Thtm 

a  renewftl  of  ike  lease.  As  the  leases 
fell  out  the  tenants  had  to  appl^to 
Estate  Office;  anA  the  agent  or  the  estate 
had  inTariaUy  put  on  a  considerable  in- 
ereasB  on  the  ground  rent,  rmyiAg  ftom 
MO  to  3,000  per  cent,  and  also  saddled 
certain  rerr  ponderous  eonditione  on  the 
tenants.  Oases  were  known  where  the 
eld  ground  rents  of  £fl  10*.  were  in- 
creased  to  £15,  and  houses  thai  need  to 
be  rented  at  £40,  and  were  in  very  good 
condition,  good  mongh  to  last  for  30 
yean,  became  the  property  of  the 
estate;  and  «hoiild  the  tenant  oomplain 
01-  urge  a  daim,  an  amhiteot  visitea  the 
house,  and  if  there  was  the  slightest 
exense  for  it,  an  ordw  was  giren  that 
the  tenant,  should  he  eont^ne,  must 
undertake  a  Teiy  large  outlay,  and  an 
exorbitant  increase  of  rent  was  de- 
manded. Tbe  tenant  had  not  even  the 
right  to  build  in  acoordanoe  with  the  re- 
quirements of  hie  boainess.  A  uniform 
plan  was  fixed  upcai  by  the  arohiteet  of 
the  estate,  and  the  tenuit  must  follow  it 
faUndfy.  Then  Ae  tenant  most  insure 
the  prenuBM ;  and  the  agent  of  the  In- 
snranoe  Company  was  the  agent  of  tiie 
estate.  Should  the  plaee  be  burned  down 
the  tenant  eould  not  elaim  the  money, 
for  the  latter  was  spent  by  the  ectate  to 
Tcbnild  tbe  bonse,  and  any  d^oicnvf 
must  be  made  up  by  the  tenant.  In  all 
these  leases  the  tenant  undotooh  not  to 
question  the  title  of  the  landlord  to  the 
estate;  and  that  had  a  sigoifieance  in 
this  oase,  for  the  majorify  of  tbe  tenants 
knew  that  the  houses  to  whioh  they  had 
a  just  olaim  ware  buih  by  their  fathers 
and  grand&thers  at  a  time  when  it  was 
never  imagined  that  the  name  of  Bush- 
brook  would  be  associated  with  the 
ownership  of  property  th^.  When  sueh 
a  state  of  affairs  existed  as  this,  he 
thought  then  was  urgent  neeessity  for 
some  such  legislation  as  that  contem- 
plated by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  under 
diacusaion.  Some  hon.  Members  opposed 
to  the  Bill  might  argue  that  the  town 
had  increased  in  rafaie  and  wealth,  and 
theralore  ^e  ground  rents  shoald  in- 
creaae  also.  In  the  oase  of  Qneenstown 
it  was  a  notorious  fact  that  the  value  of 
property  and  that  of  bualnesB  had  de- 
preciated fully  1,000  per  oent  witbin  the 
past  20  years.  Queenstown  depended 
nearly  altogether  on  the  shipping.  In 
the  old  time  there  were  wooden  sailing 
ships,  when  long  voyages  were  made, 
the  lesalt  being  that  upon  the  anivaiof 
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the  vessel  new  clothes  had  to  iw  pnT- 
efaaaed  by  the  orew  and  passengers,  a>d 
also  ship  materials.  At  that  time,  also, 
invalids  used  to  frequent  (^eenstown, 
and  were  a  source  of  profit  to  Hie  town ; 
btrt  the  tide  of  emigration  pQt  an 
end  to  that.  A«  ateua  vessels  miper- 
seded  the  woodoa  saUing  ships,  esugra- 
tion,  he  wae  prond  to  say,  liad  almost 
ceased ;  bat  the  invalids  had  not  gMie 
back  to  Qoeoautown,  so  tiiat  on  a  moda> 
rate  oaloi^ition  they  oonld  BOO  that  the 
bnaiBsn  of  the  town  had  depreoiated  by 
at  least  1 ,000  per  oent ;  and  yet  in  fbse 
of  that  faot  me  rents  were  bsiog  in- 
oreaeed  from  800  to  9,000  per  oent.  As 
many  leases  irould  expire  in  a  few 
months  he  hoped  they  would  pass  the 
Bill,  for  it  was  but  poor  consolation  to 
the  leaseholdws  el  Queenatown  to  have 
very  soothing  and  unctuous  expressioBS 
of  sympathy,  whilst  the  redresa  that 
they  needed  and  dMnanded  was  denied 
them. 

Ma.  OONTBEABE  said,  that  because 
there  had  been  a  pavoity  of  English 
Hembere  in  this  discussioB,  and  because 
he  repnsented  a  constitaency  in  which 
the  evils  so  genendly  complained  of 
existed  with  perhaps  greater  aoatmess 
than  in  any  oAer  part  d  tho  Kingdom, 
he  thoaght  it  right  to  nuhfes  a  few  ob- 
■ervationB  upon  tills  Bill,  which  sotuht 
to  ronedy  enls  existing  in  IrelMd.  He 
did  not  desire  to  go  into  volnnunous  de- 
tails, nor  to  discuss  any  deficiencies  in 
the  drafting  of  the  Bill,  for  the  Qom- 
mittee  stage  was  &e  proper  time  when 
that  should  be  done.  On  behalf  of  his 
constituents  he  supported  the  principle 
embodied  in  the  Bill,  and  which  was  of 
importance  to  Cornwall  no  less  than  to 
other  parte  of  England  and  Sootluid. 
The  principle  was  a  plain  and  simple 
one,  and  be  did  not  suppose  that  anyone 
would  for  a  moment  doabt  tbe  justice  of 
that  prittoiple.  Tbe  principle  was  irimply 
this—that  those  who  spent  Uieir  money 
and  invested  tiiclr  labour  and  made  im- 
provenuntson  the  land  in  English  towna 
should,  at  any  rate,  have  &e  benefit  of 
their  laboar,  Investmenti  and  impove- 
ments.  The  jntice  of  the  priDc^ie  had 
been  admitted  by  the  Government.  It 
was  not  only  in  the  g^eat  towns,  but  in 
the  small  towns,  such  as  those  comprised 
in  his  own  particular  division  of  Oorn- 
wall,  that  tbe  operation  of  such  a  Bill 
as  this  was  required.  Whilst  admittiBg 
the  ^rinoi]^  <^  tiie  measvr^  the  CSiitf 
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SMretalry  for  Izelaitd  had  dedin^d  to 
B«pp<Mri  tb«  second  veadiag.  It  would 
gceatijt  Mlieraliim  (Mr.  Oonybean)  and 
many  of  bis  htm.  FrundB  who;  like 
biiMfldf)  sat  betov  the  Gangway,  if  the 
OoTeninient  eould  see  theor  wa;  to  ooa- 
sent  to  th&  second  reading,  with  a  view 
to  th;»  matter  bein^  su^Aequently  ye* 
Innd  for  oonnderatiDn  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee) 'SoM  was  oaly  one  brandi  of  a 
gteat  and  important  qveetiMif  aad  he 
waa  huo^  -ta  think  that  Hembwa  on 
both  am  oi  the  House  had  e:9vessed 
ihemaelTes  confident  of  dealing  in  a 
cQmparehflDsire  manner  with  the  lAud 
Qaestioa  as  it  affected  the  Three  Eing- 
dems. .  It  was  oertaioly  not  with  plea- 
sure that  those  who  aat  in  hie  part  of 
the  House  found  tkemselTeson  nmuerous 
occasions  going  into  the  opposite  Lobbj 
from  that  in  which  the  Government 
toted )  bat  they  could  not  ooneiatently 
Tote  against  a  principle  which,  as  in  the 
ease  of  the  present  Bill,  they  believed  to 
ha  tight  and  just ;  and,  therefore,  if  the 
Governmeni  oould  not  see  their  way  to  as- 
swt  to  the  seoond  reading,  he  and  others 
-would  be  forced  to  vote  in  the  other 
Xobby.  The  ai^ument  of  "declining 
popufaHon  "  had  been  brought  forward 
by  the  Ohi«f  Bewetary  for  Ireland,  and 
it  had  hem  uwed  aa  a  reason  for  the 
dila^dated  oonditioB  of  house  property 
in  certaia  towns.  He  and  others  com- 
plained, however — and  they  oould  prore 
theur  oontention— that  in  the  ^eat  cities, 
where  the  argument  of  declining  popula- 
tion could  bare  no  weight,  there  were 
found  equal  evils  arising  horn  the  sys- 
tem of  leasehold  tenures.  This  was 
abundantiy  shown  in  the  evidence  of  the 
Oommission  ob  the  Housing  of  the  Poor. 
It  had  also  been  contended  that  freedom 
of  contract  existed  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent in  towns  than  in  l^e  country,  and 
t^at,  therefore,  it  was  right  to  interfere 
with  agriottUural  holdings,  whereas  it 
waa  not  ftjbr  to  interfere  with  Anedom 
of  oontraot  aa  it  exiated  in  towns. 
He  waa  not  s«£Biel«atIy  f  amiUar  with  the 
TeLatioaB  of  landlords  aad  tenants  over 
the  water  to  i^>eah  about  them;  but, 
peaking  iot  his  own  country  and  for 
his  own  eonetituenoy,  he  oould  point 
out  instances  where,  owing  to  absolute 
ownership  claimed— and  claimed  with 
the  sancboB  of  the  laws  of  this  country 
"^it  was  perfectly  preposterous  to  assert 
that  there  was  freedom  of  contract  be- 
tvroea  hnsinea*  mpa,  artiaans,  and  lar 


bourers,  who  were  bound  to  live  in  the 
place  where  tl^y  earned  their  livelihood, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  owners  of 
the  soU  on  the  other.  There  were  two 
principles  embodied  in  our  Land  Laws 
which  were  opposed  to  the  interests  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  population  of 
the  countiy.  The  first  was  that  owners 
had  the  absolute  right  to  Bay— "We 
can  do  as  we  like  with  our  own.  We 
deal  with  oar  laade  as  we  have  a  right 
to  do,  on  oommereial  prineiples ;  and  we, 
therefore,  demand  that  you  shall  accept 
our  terms  aa  to  the  tenure  on  which  you 
shall  enjoy  the  oocupation  of  a  bit  of 
our  land,  and  if  you  do  not  aecept  our 
terms  you  may  emigrate  to  some  foreign 
clime,  or  go  wherever  else  you  like." 
That  was  manifestly  unfair.  If  a  man 
was  honest  and  hard  -  working,  why 
should  he  be  compelled  to  emigrate  to 
some  forMgn  country  simply  because  he 
could  not  accept  preposterous  and  un- 
justifiable terms?  And  why,  because 
his  buaiaess  compelled  him  to  stay  in  a 
owtain  place,  should  he  be  forced  to 
comply  with  those  conditions  that  were 
required  of  him  ?  The  other  piindpla 
was  worse  than  that.  Whatever  monejj 
whatever  labour  a  tenant  ohose  to  invest 
in  the  soil  of  another,  belonged  /Mto 
to  the.  owner  of  the  soil,  unlina  that 
owner  ohose  to  give  Mm  compensation. 
True,  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Actein- 
troduced  certain  exceptions ;  but  every 
farmer  he  spoke  to  and  asked — "  Have 
you  found  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act 
of  any  real  service  ?  "  answered  "  No." 
These  Agricultural  Holdings  Acts  had 
been  proved  to  be  a  delusion  and  a  snare, 
except  in  a  few  limited  oases.  So  far  as 
he  (Mr.  Oonybeare)  was  aware,  there 
was  no  legal  hability^  on  the  part  of-any 
owner  of  land  to  give  one  iarthing  com- 
pensation to  those  who  had  enormously 
enhanced  and  increased  the  value  of  hu 
land.  He  was  not  now  speaking  of  what 
was  oaUed  the  uneacned  inorement,  bat 
of  the  delabwate  inveatments  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence— -investmente  whioh 
added  ea<nnoiuly  to  the  value  of  the 
property  of  tite  owner.  Tet  aftwr  <Loing 
all  this  the  investment  beoame  con- 
fiscated. He  (Mr.  Oonybeare)  did  not 
wish  to  indulge  in  hard  terms ;  but  he 
maintained  that  anyone  who  said  that 
this  principle  of  confiscation  was  a  just 
(me,  and  ought  to  be  maintuDod  in  the 
law  oi  our  country,  was  most  unreason- 
able. In  hia  own.  eonstituwoy,  in  N(wth<» 
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Western  Oomwall,  the  evil  vraa  im- 
measely  increased.  It  had  been  nutil 
veiy  recently  unpossible  for  poor  miners 
and  others  who  had  invested  the  earn- 
ings of  a  lifetime  in  building  on  pieces 
of  land — it  had  been  impossible  for  them 
in  moet  oases  to  obtain  a  term  of  years. 
They  eould  only  retain  their  holdings 
upon  the  **  three-life  lease ; "  and  upon 
the  dropping  of  these  lives — it  might  be 
lOor  Id  years — their  holdings  went  away 
from.  than.  Every  penny,  every  stone 
that  they  had  put  on  the  land  went  back 
to  Uie  owner.  True,  they  might  retain 
the  property  longer  by  paying  an  in* 
creased  reut,  or  by  bidding  against  some- 
body else  at  auction  in  the  open  market. 
Everything  otherwise  went  to  the  owner 
of  the  soil.  He  ventured  to  think  that 
this  was  a  principle  the  law  should  not 
countenance  for  one  moment.  It  went 
to  the  root  of  the  whole  question,  and  he 
could  not  go  into  the  Lobby  to  vote 
against  a  principle  which  he  believed 
was  opposed  to  a  gross  injustioe.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
Gosc^en)  had  told  them  that  it  was  un- 
desirable to  establish  a  dual  ownership 
of  houses  when  they  saw  the  inoon* 
Tenienoe  which  tiie  dual  ownership  of 
land  created.  At  present,  however,  they 
had  single  owneruiip  practically  in  pro- 
perty belonging  to  two  persons ;  and  if 
a  man  built  a  house  on  the  land  of  an- 
other person,  and  that  other  person 
calmly  converted  to  hie  own  use  the 
house  so  built,  was  not  that  a  practice 
more  inconvenient  and  injurious  to  all 
classes  in  this  country  than  would  be  a 
system  by  which  the  ownership  of  the 
house  on  the  one  hand  and  the  owner- 
ship of  the  land  on  the  other  should  be 
discriminated  and  apportioned  to  two 
owners  respectively  ?  He  would  only 
add  that,  in  the  interests  of  every  olara, 
and  especially  in  the  interests  of  his 
own  constituents,  with  whom  this  was 
the  burning  question  of  the  day,  he 
could  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill. 

Thh  FIBST  LOBD  07  THX  TKEA- 
8UBY  (Mr.  W.  E.  GuDSToms) :  I  shaU 
confine  myself  very  strictly  to  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  Bill.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  there  should  be  a  tendency 
to  widen  the  debate,  and  to  make  it  em- 
brace general  principles ;  but  I  say  that 
matters  of  great  public  interest  are  not 
really  raised  in  the  qaestion  now  at 
isaue.    This  is  a  Bill  relating  to  the 
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tenure  of  houses  in  towns  in  Ireland, 
and  is,  therefore,  geographioaUy  re- 
stricted. My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretwy  has  stated  with  troth 
that  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  accept 
the  second  reading  ai  this  Bill,  I  will 
state  the  reason  which  partteulariy 
weighs  with  him,  and  with  the  Gorem- 
ment  and  myseU,  for  declining  to  aoeept 
the  second  reading.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  h«a  not  dune  it  on  "ttie  gmond 
that  thrae  ia  no  case  fox  ooai^lMiaiuHi ; 
on  the  eontraa7,  he  hai  admitted  er- 
pressly  that  there  ia  a  ease  i<a  eon- 
sideration.  The  reason  why  we  oannot 
accede  to  this  Bill  is  as  follows: — It 
alleges  that  there  is  in  Ireland  hardship 
on  the  part  of  the  tenant  in  towns  which 
calls  for  remedy.  Our  answer  to  that  is, 
if  there  is  hardship  in  Ireland  on  the 
part  of  the  tenant  in  towns  with  respeot 
to  improvements  he  may  make  on  faia 
dwelling,  that  hardship,  so  far  from 
being  exceptional  and  peculiar  to  Ire- 
land, is  felt  to  a  much  greater  extent  in 
England  and  in  Scotland,  because  the 
amount  of  hard^ip  depends,  in  a  great 
degree,  on  the  strength,and  the  vigour 
of  the  principle  of  growth  in  towns.  It 
is  in  growing  towns  that  there  is  a  great 
tendency  to  make  improvements;  and 
as  the  prinmple  of  growth  in  towns  i« 
far  greater  and  more  vigorous  both  in 
England  and  Scotland  than  it  is  in  Ire- 
land, the  grievance,  whatever  it  may 
be,  is  far  greater  in  England  and  Soot- 
land  than  it  is  in  Ireland.  But,  so  far 
from  asserting  that  that  grievance  ought 
not  to  be  entertained  in  regard  to  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  I  admit  it  is  a  most 
proper  subject  to  be  examined  into.  But 
what  I  say  is  that  we  ought  not  to  de- 
cide a  question  for  England  uid  Scot- 
land upon  a  Bill  that  is  brought  in  for 
Ireland.  The  House  ought  not  to  give 
its  decision  unawares.  My  hon.  Friend 
said  he  wished  to  bring  in  the  thin  end 
of  the  wedge.  To  bring  in  the  thin  end 
of  the  wedge  might  be  quite  right  upon 
certain  oooasions ;  bat  I  think  it  u  a 
sound  ^ninoiplo  that  you  should  never 
bring  in  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  unless 
you  are  also  prepared  lor  the  uiiok  end 
of  the  wedge.  The  thick  end  of  the 
wedge  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  case  of 
England  and  Scotland;  and  my  sole 
proposition  in  objecting  to  this  Bill  is 
this— that  we  ought  to  have  the  case  of 
England  and  Scotland  before  us  fairiy 
raiwd  on  its  own  merits,  and  ought 
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not  to  deoide  it  unawarw  5nd  blindfold 
in  deeliTig^'with  an  Irish  Bfl).'  I^^at^  is 
the  ofajeotion  I  hare  to  the  second  read- 
img  of  this  Bill  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
T^ament.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  in  teg«aA  to  tlie  Iri«h  Land  Aot  of 
1870-  tiie  GoTernment  alvaya  founded 
themselvea  on  the  eixcqptional  ozroam- 
Btottoee  of  iMlaad,  ih»  exooMioAa! 
absMioe  Horn  freedom  of  eoatrftot  m  that 
ootttttry.  We  admit  there  is  a  caae  for 
ODnaideratioii ;  and  a  question  has  been 
asked  trheifaer  we  are  willing-  to  agree 
to  the  appolmtment  of  a  Seleot  Commit- 
tee o&the  cnib^eet.  My  right  h<m.  Friend 
near  me  hae  espreseed  a  dfeioolinetion 
to  that'  ooune,  having  mainly  in  view 
the  expectation  lhat  might  be  enter- 
tained that  the  Government  would  be 
held  vesponsible  lor'  the  recomm«nda- 
tiona  of  die  S^eet  Oommittee.  We  are 
peifeotly  wilUngto  agree  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Belect  Committee  for  the  ex- 
amiaation  of  this  qnestion,  suti^eot  to 
two  reservations.  The  tiret  of  these 
Tesomtions  is  that  ve  shonld  vish  to 
considw  earefoUy  wlwther,  H  a  Select 
Oommittee  is  avpolfited,  it  ought  not  to 
be  appointed  for  the  Three  Kingdoms, 
and  Bhenld  not  embrace  the  stronger 
parts  of  tAie  ease  as  well  as  those  whioh 
are  less  strong.  I  am  not  vilHng  at  the 
present  moment  to  bind  ^e  Govern- 
ment tfi  undertake  the  conduct  of  that 
Sele<A  Committee.  That  is  a  question 
wMoh  it  would  be  necessary  td  consider 
further,  because  hon.  Members  welt 
knOw  that  it  is  necessary  for  us  not 
only  to  coQslderthe  merits  of  the  varions 
questions  raised,  but'  also  the  -means 
which  we  have  in  otir  hands  within  the 
limited  time  at  our  disposal.  Babjeot 
to  thosetwo  reservations,  we  are  willing 
to  agree  to  the  appointment  of  a  Select 
Oommittee,  ^ther  upon  the  case  of  the 
Three  Kingdoms,  or  upon  the  ease  of 
Irelattd,  if  we  should  be  unable  to  ar- 
range it  for  the  Three  KingdtHns.  But 
if  we  oould  deal  with  it  in  relation  to 
the  Three  Kingdoms,  I  think  it  would 
be  preferable.  In  my  opinion,  there  is 
nothing  to  make  it  difaoult  or  inconve- 
nient to  deal  with  the  question  as  a 
whole ;  and  from  an  inquiry  instituted 
on  a  sufficiently  broad  basis,  and  im- 
partially conducted,  I  think  great  ad- 
vantage would  arise  to  the  inhabitants 
of  tile  tAiree  countries.  I  hope  that 
intimation  may  possibly  remote  a  sub- 
jeet  of  lUffwence  among  us,  because  our 
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admission  thitt  there  iti  a  ease  proper  ttf 
be  dealt  with  is  as  frank  and  unequiro-' 
cal  as  is  the  objection  we  feel  to  the  par- 
ticular manner  of  approaching  that  case 
which  would  be  involved  in  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mb.  J.  H.  A.  MAODONALD  said,  the 
Prime  BGnister  had  informed  the  House 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  a  Beteot 
Oomttktee  being  appointed  to  consider 
this  question,  with  two  reservations. 
One  might  have  expeoted,  if  that  was  the 
course  which  the  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  take  on  this  question,  that  they 
should  have  heard  it  a  great  deal  earlier 
in  the  debate,  because  if  the  (SoTomment 
had  made  that  statement  eariier  in  the 
debate  the  House  would  probably  not 
have  had  to  spend  a  good  deal  of  Parlia- 
mentary time  in  the  elaborate  discussion 
of  particular  It  seemed  to  him 

that  the  mind  of  the  Government  on 
large  and  important  questions  wus 
gradn^ly  made  up  as  Uie  debate  pro- 
ceeded. That  was  to  my,  when  Notice 
of  an  importanit  subject  was  brought  for- 
ward in  that  House  by  any  hon.  Mem" 
ber,  Hcrr  Majesty's  Government  were  not 
to  be  the  Leaders  of  the  H(Hise,  but  were 
to  be  led  by  what  they  might  hear  in 
the  eourse  of  the  debate.  That  was  not 
the  usual  course^  and  certainly  it  was  nob 
advisable  that  it  should  become  the 
common  course  in  that  House.-  If  an 
inquiry  was  to  be  made  into  this  matter, 
it  was  necessary  they  should  understand 
from  the  Government  Upon  what  prin- 
ciple that  inquiry  was  to  be  made,  and  it 
was  most  denrable,  if  a  Select  Commit- 
tee was  to  be  appointed,  that  they  should 
have  a  distinct  intimation  from  the  Go- 
vernment whether  it  would  take  chai^ 
of  the  Committee.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  this  question  was  oneof  great ' 
public  importance,  and  it  was  most  un- 
desirable that  this  matter  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee  without 
having  a  definite  and  certain  idea  that 
the  Government  of  the  day  proposed  to 
deal  with  it  on  the  Beport  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  understood  from  the  Chief 
Secretary  that  they  were  there  to  con- 
sider a  question  of  that  kind  on  the 
footiog  that  political  economy  had  long 
ago  been  banished  to  some  distant  place. 
That  statement  coming  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  astonish  him ; 
but  it  certainly  did  astonish  him  when 
ttie  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  for- 
ihear  to  bi^  that,  although  political  eeo- 
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nougp  hftd  been  bafatshed  tfrsotne^rtimt 
place  vhioh  he  dtd  not  name,  eommon 
sense  fltillBBrriTed.  Wwe  they  to  under- 
Btand  that  poKtioal  eoonomy  had  been 
banished  to  this  distant  reffion  that  was 
not  named  becanse  poli^al  eoonomy 
vas  fnoonsistent  with  oommon  sense, 
and  that  common  sense  would  prevail  in 
l^is  country  eren  more  than  it  bad  pre- 
-roiled  for  some  time  past?  If  that  was 
not  the  meanhig  of  the  OUef  Secretary, 
he  was  unable  to  guess  what  the  meaa- 
mg  of  that  extraordinaTy  sentence  was. 
The  staf  ement  was  hardly  consistent,  be- 
canse, though  political  economy  had 
been  baniehed,  be  did  not  suppose  that 
even  the  Chief  Secretary  would  contend 
that  political  economy  was  dead.  They 
might  banish  political  economy  to  Jupi- 
ter or  SatuxD,  but  political  economy 
would  be  sure  to  hold  her  own.  Was 
the  principle  on  which  this  Select  Cam> 
mittee  would  conduct  its  proceedings 
some  new  and  great  principle,  or  simply 
a  piinoiple  of  ffiipediency  for  dealing 
wiw  a  present  and  troublesome  diiE- 
cuHy  ?  it  was  important  to  know  that 
before  th^jarooeeded  to  rote  upon  the 
question.  There  was  another  important 
matter  which  he  thought  had  been  left 
out  of  view  m  this  debate,  and  it  was, 
that  if  they  were  going  to  have  an  in- 
quiry, they  had  better  have  one  to  see 
if  they  oonld  not  learn  something  from 
what  took  place  in  some  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  purpose  of 
gniding  and  helping  them  as  to  what 
might  be  required  for  the  rest.  Al- 
though some  Scottish  Members — the 
light  bon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian,  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Gosohen), 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr. 
E.  K.  Bnssell) — had  spoken,  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  that  those  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Gentlemen,  though  representing 
Scottish  constituencies,  knew  very  much 
aibottt  Oie  mode  in  whidi  land  was  ob- 
tained for  the  purpose  of  building  in 
Scotland,'  and  he  thought  that  every 
Sootohman  who  knew  anything  about 
that  mattw  would  repudiate  altogether 
the  idea  that  their  mode  <^  taking  land 
for  building  purposes  in  Scotland  should 
be  set  aside  by  anything  that  could  be 
invented  by  this  Select  Committee,  or 
by  the  Government,  for  improving  the 
mode  of  taking  land  for  building  in  Ire- 
land  and  Eo^and.  He  hod  sometimes 
heeA  told  Aat  hi  came  tt&ax  a  covuriaty 
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whose  law  was  havboroiis.  WeU,it-Wfts 
said  jocularly,  because  (hey  did  not 
understand  their  legal  terms,  «orae  of 
which  were  rery  good  Latin.  In  bis 
country  there  was  a  very  excellent  mode 
of  enabh'ng  people  to  tak«  laud  for  the 
pnrpose  of  bailding.  They  were  very 
GoBservative  in  Scotland.  [**NQ,nol"] 
Oh  yes ;  they  were  Oottaervative  in  Aeir 
proceedings,  though  not  hi  tfad^  poHtica 
■—and  theirmode  was  one  derived  from 
ancient  times,  and-wfts  essentially  feudal 
in  its  nature.  It  was  unquestioe- 
ablji  however — and  he  thought  when 
he  had  desoribed  it  Members  would 
agree  with  him— the  best  mode  for 
taking  the  land  for  persHinent  building. 
It  was  that  when  a  man  desired  to  get 
land  on  wiiieh  to  erect  a  dwelling-honse, 
with  ground  attached  or  not,  he  took 
what  was  oaUed  a  feu,  and  became  in 
name  only  vMsal  of  the  person  fVom 
whom  he  received  his  right.  He  paid 
for  that  land  so  taken  what  was  practi- 
cally an  annnal  rent ;  but  the  land  was 
really  a  grant  in  perpetaUy,  no  one  being 
able  to  wrest  it  from  ^m.  It  was  ob- 
vious that  a  person  givii^  up  his  Icmd 
ia  perpetuity  must  be  entitled  fx>  some 
security  for  his  feu  doly^,  and  that  seoa- 
rity  was  that  the  feuar  agreed  before- 
hand to  erect  buildings  of  a  certain 
value,  and  that  these  buildings  should 
be  maintained  in  all  time  coming.  The 
only  right  the  superior  retained  was  the 
right,  if  Uie  buildings  were  allowed  to 
deteriorate  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cease 
to  be  a  seoaritr^  for  the  feu-duty,  or  if 
the  duty  were  not  paid,  to  enter  on  pos- 
session of  the  subjects  again,  and  he 
presumed  no  one  would  say  that  that 
was  anything  but  an  equitable  and 
reasonable  arrangement.  Mot  only  so, 
but  the  vassal  had  a  right  at  any  time 
to  sell  his  property  and  oall  upon  the 
supM-ior  to  take  the  purchaser  as  his 
feuar.  They-  had  thus  no  diffionlty  in 
Scotland,  and  the  E^me  MiniBter  and 
other  Gentlemen  who  had  visited  Scot- 
land would  have  observed  how,  in  the 
villages  and  small  towns,  men  who  had 
become  somewhat  prosperous,  and  were 
able  to  put  by  a  little  money  to  enable 
them  to  build  a  house,  were  always  able 
to  find  suitable  sites  and  build  houses 
which  were  models  of  comfort  and  con- 
venience. ["No!"]  Well,  there  might 
be  some  isolated  cases  of  difficalty,  sneh 
as  oconrred  in  Irriand  In  the  uberal, 
but  not  in  the  OoDservath»e,  parts  of  the 
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(Boontry.  It  waa  so  much  the  interest  of 
the  pwprietor  to  gire  euoh  feus  that 
there  was  no  difficulty  about  them  ex- 
cept ia  the  large  towca,  where,  of  oourse, 
some  difficulty  would  always  be  felt.  It 
had  been  sugg«sted  by  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  that  it  was  desirable  to  estab- 
lish in  the  mind  of  every  head  oi  a 
family  the  sentiment  of  home.  That 
was  right  ii  the  ououmstanoes  were  suit' 
able.  But  in  very  large  towns  the  popu- 
lation whieh  lived  in  small  houses  were 
seoeBsarily  dependent  for  thur  subsist- 
ence upon  the  wages  they  obtained  from 
suitable  work,  and  in  immense  towns 
like  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  and  London  it 
might  be  a  grievous  and  intolerable 
burden  for  a  man  to  have  a  house  of  his 
own  if  it  was  not  near  his  work.  It 
would  be  better  for  him  to  be  a  tenant 
and  to  be  able  to  move  his  family  any 
time  it  might  suit  him.  This  Bill  pre- 
eented  many  points  suitable  for  a  Select 
Committee ;  but  he  would  again  impress 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  fact 
that  two  uinge  were  essential  in  order 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  held.  In  the 
first  plaoe,  they  should  have  some  distinct 
statement  of  the  principles  upon  which 
the  Government  proposed  the  matter 
should  be  dealt  with ;  and,  in  the  second 
plaoe,  the  Government  should  themselves 
take  the  responsibility  of  the  conduct  of 
that  Select  Committee,  without  which  its 
deliberations  would  be  of  no  value.  The 
question  was  undoubtedly  of  great  pubiio 
importance,  and  it  would  be  most  un- 
desirable that  it  should  be  gone  into 
"by  a  Select  Committee  at  all  without 
their  having  a  definite  idea  that  the  Go- 
vernment proposed  to  deal  with  it  on  the 
Beport  of  the  Committee,  and  would 
take  the  responsibility  for  the  legislation 
^at  might  be  brought  in. 

Ur.  HALDANS  said,  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  trespass  on  the  attention 
of  the  House;  but  he  had  found  him- 
self at  one  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  the  Member  for  the  TTniversity  of 
Edinburgh  on  one  point,  and  that  was 
that  he  would  desire  some  explanation 
of  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  which  might 
be  made  by  the  Select  Committee 
suggested.  He  rose  also  on  behalf  of 
those  who,  like  himself,  were  interested 
in  this  question,  not  simply  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  Bill,'  but  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  redress  of  those 
general  grievances  which  they  held 
40uld  ou^  be  redressed  by  leasehold 
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en&anchisemeni.  There  wer^  two  ques- 
tions before  them~the  grievance  and  its 
remedy.  The  grievance  waa  practically 
admitted ;  nor  had  it,  he  thought,  Vb- 
come  a  Party  question.  And  anyone 
who  had  studied  the  speeches  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South  Fad- 
dington  (Iiord  Bandolph  Churchill)  must 
have  observed  tiiat  he  had  taken  up  the 
whole  subject  of  leasehold  enfranuiise- 
men^  and,  with  that  marvollons  power 
of  transformation  witii  which  he  was 
gifted,  had  induced  the  whole  Conserva- 
tive Party  to  take  it  up.  But  the  ques- 
tion of  the  remedy  was  quite  another 
matter.  It  was  bis  intention,  when  he 
came  into  the  House,  to  give  a  silent 
vote  against  the  Bill,  not  because  he  did 
not  approve  its  objects,  but  because  he 
believed  the  remedy  ought  to  be  of  a 
much  more  sweeping  character.  The 
principle  of  the  present  Law  of  Tenure 
was  that  the  landlord  should  hand  over 
a  piece  of  ground  for  a  time,  and. that  at 
the  end  of  that  period  it  should  revert  to 
him  with  tUI  the  buildings  upon  it.  He 
was  afraid  to  talk  of  "  freedom  of  con- 
tract," because  that  was  the  shibboleth 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  i^osite,  and  he  was 
afraid  he  might  mispronounee  it.  But 
he  would  ask — What  freedom  of  con- 
tract was  there  in  theoase  of  a  man  who 
came  forward  and  paid  for  what  was  a 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  another  man, 
and  only  got  it  upon  certain  terms?  The 
remedy — and  he  reoommeoded  hm. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  refer  to  the  utter- 
ances of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
South  Paddington  on  the  subject — the 
remedy  for  the  grievance  appeared  of  a 
very  simple  nature.  They  should  abolish 
leasehold  tenure— or  at  least  put  it  in 
the  power  of  every  person  holding  under 
leasehold  to  convert  that  tenure,  upon 
just  and  equitable  terms,  into  a  free- 
hold. It  waa  not  by  tinkering  at  the 
ancient  Land  Laws  of  the  country  that 
they  oould  hope  to  meet  Uie  require- 
ments of  tbe  time.  It  was  by  refonos  of 
a  sweeping  nature,  whi(^  could  only 
take  place  if  those  who  entered  upon 
the  work  were  prepared  to  act,  not  only 
in  a  thorough  manner,  but  in  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  of  justice. 
Therefore,  if  they  were  to  pass  a  law  on 
this  subject  which  should  enable  men  to 
get  rid  of  their  leaseholds  and  become 
freeholders  on  terms  of  proper  compen- 
sation, he  would  welcome  such  a  mea- 
sure ;  but  this  Bill  proposed  nothing  of 
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the  sort.  It  only  applied  the  prinoiple 
of  the  Irish  Land  Act  of  1870  to  house 
tenure.  But  the  principles  of  that  Aot 
were  only  applicable  to,  and  were  de- 
signed for,  agriculture  tenure— aclass of 
holding  entirely  different  from  the  loase- 
bold  tenure  of  towns.  He  therefore  ob- 
jected to  the  Bill,  not  because  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  had  not  made  out  their 
case,  but  because  the  remedy  they  pro- 
posed was  not  a  thorough  and  sumoient 
remedy.  Let  them  adopt  leasehold  en- 
franchisement aa  a  substitute  for  what 
was  here  proposed,  or  let  them  refer  the 
whole  question  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  if  the  Prime  Minister  was  prepared 
to  make  the  scope  of  the  Committee  wide 
enough  to  embrace  the  whole  question 
of  leasehold  enfranchisement,  then  he 
would  cordially  and  oheerfuUy  support 
it.  If  not,  his  only  altematiTe,  holding, 
as  he  did,  that  the  proposition  of  the 
Bill  was  unsound  andlegally  untenable, 
was  to  Tote  against  it. 

Mb.  CRILLY  desired  to  say  with  re- 
ference to  the  sympathetic  statement  of 
the  ime  Sinister  that  he  admitted  the 
propriety  of  the  two  reserrations  he  had 
put  before  them — namely,  first,  that  the 
pressure  of  work  placed  upon  Gh>vem- 
ment  at  the  present  time  prevented  them 
from  giving  attention  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Committee;  and,  secondly,  that  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  should  be  included  in 
the  inquiry  of  the  Committee.  Their 
only  reason  for  objecting  to  it  was  the 
fear  that  the  Committee  would  not  get 
to  work  quickly  enough.  They  believed, 
however,  that  the  Committee  would 
soon  get  to  work,  seeing  that  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Galway 
had  on  the  Order  Book  a  Motion  refer- 
ring to  this  subject  on  Tuesday  next, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  the  Qovemment 
would  be  able  to  appoint  the  Committee. 
He  therefore  desired,  by  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  to  withdraw  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

COPYHOLD  ENFBANCHISEMENT  BILL. 
{Mr.  Vharlti  Jame»,  Mr.  Qrtgory,  Mr.  Stafford 
Howard,  Mr.  F§rguMan,  Mr.  M^lor.) 

[Bnj.  26.]     SEOOXD  READING. 

Order  for  Seoond  Beading  read. 

Me.  0.  H.  JAMES,  in  rising  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  JBkldau 


said,  that  it  was  substantially  the  same 
as  the  measure  which  passed  through  the 
House  last  Session,  and  which  shared 
the  unfortunate  fate  of  other  Bills  which 
failed  to  survive  the  defeat  of  the  Glo- 
vemment.  The  movement  in  favour  of 
the  enfranchisement  of  copyholds  had  a 
long  history.  In  1837  an  exceedingly 
strong  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  reported  as  follows : — 

'*YottT  Committeo  are  satisfied  tiiat  this 
tenure  is  iU-adapted  to  0x9  wants  of  the  present 
day,  and  is  a  blot  on  the  jaridical  system  of  the 
coontrj'.  They  conrider  that  the  peculiaritiei  of 
copyholds,  which  have  their  root  in  the  viUenage 
uf  the  feudal  system,  are  highly  inconvenient 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  lords  and  of  the 
f^erat  interests  of  the  State.  Yoor  Committee 
have  come  to  the  coDoliiaioD  that  the  abolititm  of 
this  tenure  would  not  only  be  of  great  publio 
benefit,  but  should  he  made,  if  possible,  a  na- 
tional object.  No  plan  which  merely  gives  the 
parties  an  option  to  enfranchise  will  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  case,  and  we  are  denrous  to 
see  a  plan  introduced  which  shall  eventually 
be  compulsory  on  both  the  lordf<  and  the  copy- 
holders." 

In  1651  another  Committee  sat  and 
decided— 

"  That  copyhold  and  customary  tenurea  are 
freijuently  a  bar  to  the  applioatioQ  of  skill  and 
capital,  an  impediment  to  the  improvement  of 
the  land,  and  injurious  to  the  public  interest^ 
and  that  it  is  highly  desirable,  in  the  interests 
of  the  lord,  the  tenant,  and  the  public,  that  the 
entire  enfranchisement  (d  those  tenures  should 
be  effected  as  soon  as  possible  on  equitable 
terms." 

Among  the  reasons  for  the  abolition  of 
copyhold  tenure  was  the  peculiarity  of 
the  modes  in  which  the  land  descended. 
In  some  manors  the  custom  of  gavel- 
kind prevailed,  the  land  descending  to 
all  children  in  equal  shares ;  in  others 
it  went  to  the  youngest  child  by  the 
custom  of  borough-English ;  and  in 
others  the  ordinary  rules  of  devolution 
were  followed.  It  was  absurd  that  pro- 
vision shotild  have  to  be  made  in  deeds 
and  settlementsfor  such  widely-divergent 
peculiaritieB.  Under  the  existing  law 
the  rights  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  with 
respect  to  timber  and  mines  were  very 
peculiar.  The  right  of  property  was  in 
the  lord,  but  the  possession  with  the 
tenant,  the  result  being  that  neither  lord 
nor  tenant  could  touch  either  timber  or 
mines  without  the  consent  of  the  other. 
The  result  was  that  throughout  the 
country  copyhold  land  had  little  or  no 
timber  upon  it.  The  complications  in  the 
conveyance  of  copyholds  were  great  and 
vexatious.  Many  of  the  £nm^tieB  ob- 
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served  were  means  of  great  oppression 
not  useful  to  lords  of  the  manor,  but  to 
their  stewards  and  such  like  officials, 
who  exacted  heavy  fees  from  tenants  for 
nominal  or  usoless  services.  One  of  the 
proposals  of  the  Bill  related  to  the 
neriots  connected  with  copyholds.  Under 
the  heriot  system  the  lord  of  the  manor 
was  entitled  to  take  possession  of  the 
beat  chattel  on  his  tenant's  land,  and 
cases  had  been  known  of  valuable  raoe- 
hoTses  b^ng  seized  in  pursuance  of  this 
light.  The  anomaly  vould  be  removed 
by  this  Bill  as  far  as  timber  was  oon- 
oerned ;  but,  like  previous  measures  on 
the  subject  of  copyhold  tenure,  the  Bill 
contained  no  provisions  with  regard  to 
mines,  on  account  of  the  enormous  value 
of  that  kind  of  property.  The  Bill 
would  also  simplify  the  mode  and  lessen 
the  cost  of  conveyances,  and  it  would 
get  rid  of  chief  rents  and  heriots. 
Former  Copyhold  Bills  had  not  fixed  a 
^me  when  the  initiative  must  be  taken 
by  somebody;  but  the  present  measure 
provided  that  at  the  next  admittance 
the  lord  must  give  a  notice  to  the  tenant 
to  enfranchise  that  particular  copyhold. 
Another  provision  was  that  the  Land 
OommiBsioners  should  frame  a  Schedule 
of  ordinary  payments  fbr  ordinary  oases 
of  enfranchisements,  and,  consequently, 
tenants  need  in  future  experience  no 
terror  on  the  ground  of  expense.  With 
regard  to  the  stewards,  they  were  not 
harshly  dealt  with,  as  the  Bill  would 
give  to  them  what  the  Committee  con- 
ceived to  be  fair  compenaation.  The 
hon.  Member  concluded  by  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time."— (Jfr.  C.  H.  James.) 

Mb.  T.  H.  BOLTON  said,  he  con- 
curred in  the  desirability  of  getting  rid 
of  copyhold  tenure  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  doubted  whether  the  Bill  ofliishon. 
Friend  would  efEeot  that  object  The 
propo&al  that  power  should  be  given  to 
the  Land  Commissioners  to  fix  ^e  scale 
of  compensation  with  reference  to  en- 
franchisemoat  was  unprecedented  and 
exceedingly  dangerous.  In  his  opinion, 
the  Bill  was  an  elaborate  and  somewhat 
complicated  alteration  of  the  existing 
law ;  and,  so  far  from  effecting  com- 
pulsory enfranchisement,  in  many  cases 
of  an  irritating  nature  connected  with 


copyhold  tenure  it  would  have  no  effect 
whatever.  There  were  many  provi- 
sions in  the  Bill  which  were  compara- 
tively unnecessary,  and  in  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  he  was  of  opinion 
that  if  the  Bill  were  to  be  read  a  second 
time  it  would  have  to  be  considerably 
amended  in  Oomnuttee ;  and  one  thing 
he  would  urge  was,  that  the  House 
should  lay  down  a  scale  of  compensation 
itself,  and  not  refer  it  to  the  Land  Com- 
missioners. As  to  Clause  7,  he  objected 
to  it  as  altogether  opposed  to  the  pro- 
fessed object  of  the  Bill. 

Me.  GREGOEY,  in  supporting  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  remarked  that 
Clause  7  was  undoubtedly  a  blot  in  the 
measure  which  would  require  to  be  dealt 
with  at  a  later  stage  before  it  could  be 
made  workable. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  fob  the  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Broadhcest)  said,  it  might 
be  convenient  to  state  at  once  that  the 
Government  agreed  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill ;  but  in  making  that 
statement  it  must  be  understood  that 
they  did  not  bind  themselves  not  to  pro- 
pose some  Amendments  at  a  later  stage. 
Ho  hoped,  if  the  second  reading  was 
obtained,  that  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
C.  H.  James)  would  fix  the  Commit- 
tee stage  at  a  date  sufficiently  far  in 
the  Session  to  give  hon.  Members  and 
the  Government  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering all  the  provisions  and  details  of 
the  measure.  With  regard  to  the  criti- 
cisms of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  T.  H. 
Bolton),  he  thought  it  would  be  found 
that  the  fixing  of  a  scale  of  compensa- 
tion by  the  Land  Commissioners  was 
only  to  be  done  under  certain  circum- 
stances, and  that  there  were  other  modes 
and  ways  of  fixing  compensation.  He 
was  somewhat  surprised  to  find  Clause  7 
in  the  Bill,  and  he  could  not  imagine 
how  it  came  to  be  inserted,  because  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  calculated  to 
defeat  the  main  object  of  the  measure. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  now  consent 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BARTTEOiOT  said, 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
House  should  have  some  time  to  con- 
sider the  details  of  the  Bill,  because  the 
measure  was  a  somewhat  complicated 
one.  He  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Nortk  Sussex  (Mr. 
QtregOTj)  that  Clause  7      a  blot  on  the 


Digitized  by 


1163    Metropolitan  Board  of     {COMMONS}     TTorh  {TTater,     )  Bill.  1164 


Bfll.  As  to  heriote,  he  would  relate  the 
case  of  a  copyholder  who  reared  a  par- 
ttoular  breed  of  hordes.  He  knew  that 
certain  lords  of  the  manor  under  whom 
he  held  copyholds  were  particularly 
anxious  to  beoome  possessors  of  some 
of  these  animals.  He,  therefore,  in- 
structed his  land  steward  to  spread 
abroad  the  statement  that  he  had  died. 
The  lords  of  themanorimmediately  sent 
down  to  bis  property  to  mark  the  parti- 
cular horses  which  they  wished  to  claim. 
The  owneff  becoming  aware  of  this  fact, 
and  not  being  dead  as  was  supposed, 
sold  every  one  of  the  horses  which  had 
been  so  carefully  marked  by  the  lords  of 
the  manor,  who  were  very  much  sur- 
prised at  the  state  of  things  which  was 
eventually  revealed  when  he  really 
died.  He  believed  the  House  would 
be  able  to  frame  a  measure  out  of  this 
Bill  which  would,  on  the  whole,  be  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  BETHELL  said,  he  agreed  in 
thinking  that  the  main  objection  to  this 
Bill  was  to  be  found  in  Clause  7.  While 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  had  been  ad- 
mitted for  man^  years,  he  thought  it 
advisable  to  pomt  out  that  while  they 
were  again  asserting  the  prindple  of 
single  ownershii)  in  land,  as  opposed  to 
double  ownership,  the  House  must  re- 
member that  of  late  it  had  been  sug- 
gested throughout  the  country  that  the 
principle  of  double  ownership  should  be 
introduced  as  against  single  ownership. 
Another  objection  he  had  to  the  measure 
was  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  un- 
fair to  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  pre- 
sent law  provided  for  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  copyholds,  but  gave  the  power 
of  enfranchisement  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor  as  w^  aa  to  the  tenant.  The 
present  Bill  proposed  to  confine  that 
power  to  the  tenant.  This  he  thought 
most  unfair. 

Ma.  WARMINGTON,  in  supporting 
the  BUI,  said,  he  hoped  in  Committee  to 
suggest  Amendments  which  would  sim- 
plify the  procedure  and  diminish  the 
costs  in  the  eniVanchisement  of  small 
estates.  It  would  be  well  if  a  Schedule 
were  added  to  the  Bill  setting  forth  the 
mazimnm  scale  of  costs  for  estates  of 
different  value. 

Motion  offraod  to. 

Bin  read  a  second  time,  and  eommiUed 
for  Monday  22nd  If  arch. 

Sir  JFaltor  S,  BaHidoi 


ITETROPOLITAN   BOAKD   OF  WORKS 
(WATER  SUPPLY,  ±o.)  BILL.-{Bill  34.] 
{Sir  Jamn  SPQard-Svggt  Mr.  Bryet,  Sir  Oeorg$ 
Sumll,  OUotul  Btij^Jui.) 

SEC01TD  READnrO. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Sib  JAMES  M*OAREL-H000.  in 
moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  it  had  xwssed  ite 
second  reading  last  Session  with  the 
support  of  the  Government,  though 
defeated  ultimately  by  the  difflonltiea 
which  private  Members'  Bills  had  to  en- 
counter. The  Bill  was  merely  intended 
to  enable  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
"Works  to  appear  before  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committees  and  oppose,  if  they 
thought  fit,  in  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers' Bills  promoted  by  the  Water 
Companies  giving  power  to  enforce 
vexatious  regulations  or  to  raise  exces- 
sive capital.  The  Auditor  had  disallowed 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  for  so  acting  on 
a  previous  occasion,  on  the  ground  that 
this  was  beyond  their  powers,  and 
therelore  it  was  that  this  Bill  was  now 
introduced. 

CoLOHEL  MAKINS  said,  the  Bill  was 
quite  unnecessary,  for  no  Committee  in 
the  present  state  of  public  opinion  would 
grant  a  Water  Company  excessive  powers 
of  any  kind.  It  was,  therefore,  quite 
unnecessary  for  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  to  waste  the  ratepayers'  money 
in  appearing  before  Farliamentaiy  Com- 
mittees in  such  cases.  The  House  should 
be  careful  how  it  gave  a  Body  which 
was  not  directly,  but  only  indirectly, 
representative  of  the  ratepayers,  the 
power  of  spending  money  unnecessarily ; 
and  Heaven  knew  that  the  rates  were 
heavy  enough  already.  He  thought 
that,  if  anything,  the  Fpower  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  in  regard 
to  expraiditure  ought  to  be  carbed  rather 
than  enlarged,  unless  a  strong  case  of 
necessity  oould  be  made  out,  and  no 
necessity  had  been  proved.  Thrae  wen 
plenty  at  hon.  Members  of  that  Honse 
representing  the  Metropolis  who  would 
jeiJonsly  guard  against  anything'  being' 
done  to  the  detriment  of  the  ratepayers. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  the  House 
would  not  assent  to  the  second  reading' 
of  the  Bin. 
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Mb.  COOFE,  in  rising  to  move  that 
tho  BiU  be  read  a  aeeond  time  that;  day 
BIX  months,  said,  that  Bill  vas  to  his 
mind  a  most  mischievous  measure 
brought  in  inconsiderately  by  the  Me- 
tropolitan Board  of  Works,  who  were 
very  apt  to  give  the  Metropolis  a  great 
deal  of  unnecessary  trouble.  The  mea- 
sure wonld  give  that  Board  the  power  of 
taxing  the  ratepayers  useleat^^  as  they 
had  done  before,  and  of  taxing  them 
heavily.  On  a  former  ocoasion  that 
Board  had  taken  upon  itself  without 
doe  le£^  power  to  put  the  Metropolis  to 
an  expanse  of  £17,000,  and  then  they 
came  to  that  House  wi^  a  Bill  of  In- 
demnity  to  reliere  them  from  that  to 
vhioh  tb^  were  personally  liable.  If 
in  future  they  were  to  have  a  Munici- 
pality  for  the  whole  Metropolis,  it  would 
be  unwise  to  intrust  powers  of  that  kind 
to  a  Body  such  as  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works ;  and,  under  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  case,  he  thought 
the  Bill  W09  one  which  the  House  ought 
not  to  pass.  He  begged,  therefore,  to 
move  his  Amendment. 

Amendmoit  proposed,  to  lear*  ont  the 
word  '*now,"  and  at  the  end  (rf  the 
Qnesttan  to  add  the  words  '^upon  this 
day  six  months." — {Mr,  Coopt.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Ha.  F.  W.  MAOLEAN  said,  that  the 
Bill  appeared  to  be  unsound  in  point  of 
principle  and  dangerous  in  point  of  pre* 
cedent.  Its  object  was  really  to  remove 
a  restriction  placed  on  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  by  previous  Acts  of 
Parliament,  and  if  passed  it  would  result 
in  increased  rates  and  also  in  increased 
cost  to  the  Water  Companies  without 
any  corresponding  benefit  to  the  public 
at  large.  It  was,  he  hoped,  more  than 
probable  that  in  time  they  would  have 
one  comprehensive  Body  dealing  for  the 
Metropolis  with  all  these  questions,  and 
this  was,  perhaps,  the  last  effort  made 
by  a  Body  to  aoma  extent  moribund  in 
the  hot)6  by  ^tting  these  powers  of 
being  in  a  position  when  the  question 
arose  to  say — "  We  axe, now  in  posses- 
sion ojt  powers  that  ar^  very  important, 
and  they  ought  not  to  be  taken  away 
from  US.  Horeover,  if  they  sanctioned 
the  Bill  at  the  instance  of  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works,  there  could  ,be^ 
no  fair  refusal  given  to  all  the  Iiooal 
Bodies  of  Provincial  towns  shotJd  they 


come  to  Parliament  asking  for  similar 
powers.  He,  therefore,  seconded  the 
Amendment. 

The  UNDEE  SEOEETABY  of 
STATE  poB  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Beoadhurst)  said,  it  might 
facilitate  Business  if  he  stated  at  ooce 
that  the  Government  were  unable  to 
agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the  BUI. 
Hon.  Members  who  had  examined  the 
BiU  would  be  somewhat  astounded  at 
the  enormous  powers  which  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  sought  from  thft 
House.  There  was,  in  fact,  really  no 
limit  to  tibie  expenditure  th^  might  incur 
if  the  Bill  became  law.  Having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  the  Government  would 
Tery  shortly  be  conridering  the  pro- 
posals for  a  representative  system  of 
government  {fur  the  whole  of  the  Metro- 
polis, they  were  of  opinion  that  they 
would  not  be  consulting  the  interests  of. 
the  ratepayers  by  agreeing  to  the  pro- 
posal brought  forward  Uiat  afternoon. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  compelled  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  E.  eider  cook  said,  that 
though  he  was  in  favour  of  a  reCwm  of 
London  Government,  he  did  not  think 
that,  on  the  chance  of  that  reform,  these 
Tery  necessary  and  beneficial  powers 
should  be  denied  to  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Board,  and  could  say  that  in  the 
past  the  Board  had  opposed  several 
Water  Bills,  to  the  great  advantage  of 
the  ratepayers.  But  they  wanted  to 
be  able  to  do  this  with  perfect  legality. 
These  powers  of  raising  new  capital 
which  the  Companies  were  constantly 
obtaining  would  immensely  enhance  the 
suia  to  be  paid  to  the  Companies  when- 
ever they  came  to  be  bought  out.  . 

Sib  E.  ASSHETON  CROSS  did  not 
think  that  the  reason  given  by  the  Go- : 
vemment  for  opposing  this  Bill  was  a' 
very  gfood  one.    When  they  were  in. 
Office  previously,  they  had  under  their 
consideration  a  scheme  for  tbe  better 
government  of  Lcmdon ;  bat  that  had 
resulted  in  nothing  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Metropolis.    He  saw  no  reason  at 
present  to  suppose  th^t  any  future  de- 
liberations would  be  productive  of  better , 
results ;  and  the  reform  of  Itondon  Go- 
vernment still  seemed  some  distance  off. 
Meanwhilev  the  Water  Compfiaiies  were 
largely  increasing,  their  capital.   Wjhea  ■ 
jin  Office  some  years  ago,  he  (Sir  B. 
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AsBheton  Oross)  endearoored  to  bring 
forward  a  plan  for  buying  out  the  Water 
Companies.  The  necessary  calculations 
were  placed  in  the  bands  of  Mr.  Smith, 
a  gentleman  who  bad  possessed  the  con- 
fidence of  scTeral  GoTemments.  "iSx. 
Smith  threw  bis  whole  heart  into  the 
matter,  and  produced  a  scheme  and  a 
basis  of  valuation  wbiob  appeared  to  be 
most  accurate  and  fiur.  Subsequently 
a  Oommittee  sat  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  severely 
attacked  on  the  ground  that  bis  esti- 
mate was  excessive.  The  plan  was  re- 
jected. Several  years  bad  since  elapsed, 
and  a  Betnm  recently  made  showed 
that,  taking  all  the  Water  Oompanies 
together,  if  they  had  been  purchased  on 
Mr.  Smith's  estimate  the  profits  to  the 
purchaser  would  have  amounted  to 
£99,000.  Hethongbtit  necessary  to  make 
this  statement  in  justice  to  Mr.  Smith. 
It  was  true  that  with  regard  to  one  Com- 
pany the  amount  offered  was  greatly  in  ex- 
cess ;  bat  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Smith 
were  that  he  should  buy  the  whole  of 
Companies'  works  or  none  ;  and  there- 
fore, at  the  last  moment,  Mr.  Smith  was 
compelled  to  give  one  Company  a  larger 
sum  than  they  were  entitled  to.  Mr. 
Smith,  as  the  result  showed,  was  amply 
justified  in  what  he  had  proposed.  The 
Water  Companies  woul^  he  undertook 
to  say,  be  never  again  purchased  at  so 
low  a  rate,  luid  the  public  had  lost  an 
opportunity  which  thoy  never  would 
have  again.  The  right  bon.  Qentleman 
(Sir  Willutm  Haroourt),  in  refusing  to 
purchase,  made  a  very  great  mistake, 
which,  no  doubt,  be  must  have  ever 
since  regretted.  They  were  told  that 
the  Companies  would  be  bought  up  wb«i 
liondou  had  a  reformed  government. 
But  he  supposed  the  question  of  Ireland 
would  take  precedence ;  and  in  the 
meantime  the  water  consumers  of  the 
Metropolis  were  suffering. 

Mk.  MITCHELL  HENRY  said,  he 
thought  the  reasons  given  by  the  Under 
Secretary  (Mr.  Broadhurst)  for  oppos- 
ing the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  were 
very  inadequate.  The  Under  Secretary 
told  the  House  that  the  Bill  ought  not 
to  be  carried  to  a  second  Kadiog  be- 
cause at  some  time  or  other  we  ^ould 
have  a  better  govenunent  of  the  Uetro- 
poUs.  For  his  own  part,  be  thought 
that  the  public  ought  to  make  use  of 
any  proteotiou  which  they  possessed; 
and  tiiey  had  no  other  protector  but  Ui« 

8irM.  Ankttcn  Onu 


Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  which  in 
the  past  had,  as  far  as  possible,  defended 
the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  against 
the  Water  Companies.  He  could  not 
forget  that  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Sir  William  Harcourt),  who 
was  Home  Secretary  at  the  time,  op- 
posed with  the  greatest  bitterness,  and, 
un  fortunately,  with  effect,  one  of  the  best 
Bills  every  iotroduoed  into  the  House ; 
and  be  thought  that  no  greater  mis- 
fortune had  happened  to  the  Metropolis 
than  the  failure  of  that  Bill,  ^noe  that 
time  nothing  had  been  done  in  the 
matter,  nor  was  anything  likely  to  be 
done  for  some  years. 

It  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
Six  of  the  clock,  the  Debate  stood  ad- 
journed till  To-morrow. 

MOTION. 


HASBIED  WOXEK  (UAIRTENAirOE   TS  CASE 

OP  desertiom)  bill. 

On  HotioD  of  Mr.  Pulley,  Bill  to  amend  the 
I^w  relating  to  the  Maintenance  of  Married 
Women  vho  Bhall  have  been  deserted  by  their 
huabands,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  Vy  Mr. 
Pulley,  Mr.  Thomas  Blake,  Mr.  WinterboUuoQ, 
and  Mr.  WarmingtoQ. 

Bm/nvMft^BnarMdtheflnt  timo.[Bmill.] 

PATUBNT  OF  llEMBEBS  BIU. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Bpenaley,  Bill  to  re- 
store the  ancient  Mmstitatioiiiil  praotioe  of 
Payment  of  Members  oat  of  local  rates,  ordered 
to  be  brought  io  by  Mr.  Spensley,  Mr.  Labon- 
chere,  Mr.  Lawsds.  Mr.  Boyd  Sinnear,  and 
Mr.  Conybeare. 

Bmpre$mted,uaA  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  1 12.] 
iiAxnj  TAX  oohmissiohebb'  bakes  bili.. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Leveson  Gower,  BUI 
to  appoint  additional  Commisacofln  for  exfr* 
cuting  the  Acts  for  granting  a  Luid  Tax  and 
other  Hates  and  Taxes,  ordered  to  be  bronghi  in 
by  Mr.  Leveson  Gown  and  Mr.  Henxy  H. 
Fowler. 

Bill  preeenUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  113.] 

SCHOOL  PEES  OF  HOJT-FAtrPEKS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Llewellyn.  Bill  to 
amend  the  provisions  of  tiie  Edacatioa  Act» 
1876,  BO  as  to  enable  parents  of  {diildren  being 
Non-Paupara  to  obtain  payment  of  Si^ool  Feos 
■without  having  to  apply  to  the  goardiana  or 
their  officers,  ordered  to  be  hrought  in  by  Mr. 
Llewellj-n,  Sir  Richard  Paget,  and  llr,  Hob- 
hoiue. 

Bm/fmM«d;  and  nad  Ch^flnrt  tlnw.  [BiU  114.3 
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JirOOUE  TAX  ADMHriBTBAIIOH  AUEND- 
UENT  BnX. 

On  Uotion  of  Mr.  Hubbud,  Bill  to 
amend  the  AdnuQistratiou  of  the  Law  of  In- 
come Tu.  ordtrtd  to  be  brooght  in  by  Ur. 
Hnbbard,  Sir  Charles  Forster,  Mr.'^Leatham, 
and  Mr.  Whitley. 

Billi»rHnKfif,and  read  the  first  time.  [BiU  lltf.] 

HBB0KAin>TB2  ITAIUa  ACT  (1863) 
AMEITCMBNT  BILL. 

On  5Iotion  'of  Mr.  A8hmead-Barllett,''BilI 
to  amend  "The  Merohandise  Marks  Act 
1862,"  in  order  to  apply  a  more  prompt  and 
effectual  method  of  dealing  vith  iniringomeuts 
of  Trade  Marks  and  false  marking  of  goods 
generally,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Mr.  Joseph  Cowen,  Mr. 
Staart-Wortley,  Mr.  Baden-Powel],;and],Vi8- 
Mont  Cfanbome. 
BiU  pnMtttd,  and  read  the  fint  time.  [BiU  1 16,] 

Home  adjoomed  at  ten  minates 
before  Six  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
TTiurtday,  2Sth  February^  1886. 


Several liOrds — Took  the  Oatb. 

MINUTES.] -Public  Bills— fiW*  R»ading~ 
Arbitration*  (17);  Justices*  Joriadiction * 
(18);  Law  of  Evidence  Amendment*  (19); 
Union  of  Benefices*  (20). 

Second  Evading — Freshwater  FbhariM  (Eela) 

KEW  PEER. 

Sir  Hear;  Ailsopp,  Baronet,  having 
been  created  Baron  Hindlip  of  Hindlip 
in  the  county  of  Worcester  and  of 
Abop-eU'Ie-Dale  in  the  oountj  of  Derby 
— Was  (in  the  usual  manner)  intro- 
duced. 

FBESHWATER  FISHEBIES  (EELS)  BILL. 
{Tkt\Lari  Thmttm.) 
(NO.  15.)     BSCONB  READra-O. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

LoBD  THUELOW,  in  moring  that 
the  BiU  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  its  object  was  merely  to  re- 
move doubts  which  had  arisen  in  the 
Courts  of  Law  as  to  the  exact  interpre- 
tation to  be  placed  on.  the  wording  of 
the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Bill.  It  had 
b0en  held  in  the  Ooiuta  of  Lav  tiiat 


this  Bill  included  eels,  though  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  framere  of  that 
Act  that  they  should  be  included.  Tha 
provisions  of  that  Act  were  inapplicable 
to  this  fish.  It  was  a  matter  lai^ely 
aflfectiog  the  question  of  food  supply, 
not  only  in  London,  but  in  Manchester, 
Birmiogham,  Xieeds,  and  Liverpool, 
where  large  quantities  of  eels  were  con- 
sumed. At  present  there  was  a .  very 
large  importation  of  eels  from  Ireland, 
Scotland,  and  other  places  where  the 
Act  of  1 878  was  not  intended  to  apply. 
Beyond  that,  difficulties  had  also  arisen 
in  other  parts  of  England  in  ascertain- 
ing where  the  eels  sent  for  sale  had 
actually  been  caught,  and  these  diffi- 
culties had  been  made  the  subject  of 
legal  proceedings.  He  was  informed 
that  in  London  alone  there  were  hun- 
dreds of  shops  in  the  East  End  whera  a 
very  large  trade  was  done  in  this  class 
of  fish,  and  the  livelihood  of  these 
persons  would  be  jeopardized  if  the  Act 
of  1878  remained  in  the  uncertain  state 
in  which  it  at  present  stood. 

Moves,  "ThattheBillbenowread2'*' 

—{The  Lord  Thurlow.) 

Motion  agreed  to :  Bill  read  2"  accord- 
ingly, and  oommiUed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  To-morrow. 

THE  NEW  PUBLIC  OFFICES. 
BESOLTrriOK. 
Lord  STEATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL: My  Lords,  it  will  take  but  a 
few  minutes  to  explain  and  justify  the 
Notice  I  have  given,  as  the  subject  has 
been  made  familiar  on  various  occasions 
to  your  Lordships.  The  immediate,  or, 
at  least,  the  urgent  fact  is,  that  the 
demolition  of  Spring  Gardens  has  begun, 
and  that  on  Monday  a  deputation  is 
about  to  approach  Her  Majesty's  Ghs- 
vemment  from  the  Institute  of  Archi- 
tects and  point  out  the  course  which 
ought  to  be  adopted.  That  deputation 
may,  of  course,  convince  the  Ch>vemmeat, 
as  many  persons  are  convinced  already, 
that  it  is  better  for  the  Public  Offloea 
Site  Act  to  continue  in  abeyance,  as  it 
did,  to  his  lasting  credit,  the  whole  time 
that  the  noble  Marquess  who  now  leads 
the  Opposition  presided  in  the  Oonnoils 
of  Her  Majesty.  The  arguments  against 
the  PubKe  Offices  Site  Act  are  too  well- 
known  to  be  enumerated.  However,  the 
most  conclusive  did  not  come  into  eidst- 
eatte  osrtil  the  Act  wu  eanitfd,  «ad 
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therefore  could  not  weigh  with  Parlia* 
ment  againat  it.    It  is  the  revelatioa  of 
last  August,  under  the  lateGoiveniment, 
that  10  years  would  be  ooneumed  in  the 
work  to  be  exeouted ;  that  during  all 
that  time  the  Parade  and  Horse  Guards 
would  be  disfigured ;  that  during  all  that 
time  a  portion  of  Cariton  House  Terrace 
would  be  ineupportable  to  residents,  and 
useless  in  the  market ;  that  duriag  all 
that  time,  in  anj  year,  the  work  might  be 
arrested  by  the  taste  or  the  economy  of 
Parliament,  and  thus  remain  a  fragmen- 
tary monomoit  both  of  estraT^fanoe 
and  penury.   If  the  House  permiito  me, 
I  will  explain  at  once  hov  the  demoU- 
ti<m  of  Spring  Gardens,  which  your 
Lordships  are  intreated  to  arrest  until 
the  Ist  of  March,  bears  upon  the  case 
and  tends  to  carry  with  it  the  remainder 
of  the  project.    The  whole  defence  of 
the  Public  Offices  Site  Act  rested  on 
what  I  hare  already  mentioned — namely, 
the  inadequate  accommodation  of  the 
War  Office.  That  aooommodation  ought 
at  once  to  be  extended.   It  can  be  at 
once  extended       a  plan  I  mentioned 
here,  and  have  since  ui»ed  on  the  late 
Goremment.  There  is  in  Spring  Gardens 
an  unoffioial  residence — it  belonged  to 
the  late  Sir  William  Gomm — of  such 
dimensions  that  the  Gonunandep'in-Chief 
and  Adjutant  General  with  their  raspee- 
tive  Staflb  might  easily  be  placed  in  it. 
It  is  well  situated  between  Pail  Mall  and 
the  Horse  Guards;  it  has  abundant 
space  for  archives ;  it  is  available  for  the 
purposes  of  Gorernment.    The  objeob  of 
the  Public  Offices  Site  Act  might  thus 
be  rapidly  attained,  not  at  the  and,  but 
at  the  beginning  of  a  decade.   Bat  if 
the  demolition  now  commienoed  goes 
forward,  in  a  few  days  diat  rasidenDe 
may  vanish  altogether.   Further 'steps 
will  then  be  indiepMiBable  to  give  the 
War  Office  a  refuge.   3^  is  true  that 
even  then  it  will  have  nothing  te  look 
forward  io  until  10  years  hare  passed; 
and  if  that  interval  does  not  exhaust  the 
life  or  patience  of  its  inmates,  the  pros- 
pect of  relief  may  be  withdmwn  in  any 
of  the  Sessions — not  always  smooth,  per- 
haps—which  luve  to  be  enoounteiad.  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  charge  the  aetual  Go- 
vernment with  any  blind  intention  to 
precipitate  the  measure  against  a  view  so 
evidently  reasonable:   It  never  had  a 
strennons  advocaite  withua  their  cirolft 
b^ond  Mr.  Shvw  Lefe^,  whose  inabi^ 
li^  to.  find  a'seat  in  akj^'pdzt  >of  tiai 

Lord  StrathtdtH  and  CamphU 


TJoited  Kingdom  sufficiently  expresses 
the  opinion  of  the  country  with  regard 
to  it.   What  I  am  led  to  think  the 
Government  will  dwell  upon  is  the 
necessity,  at  any  price,  in  any  manner,  of 
giving  labour  to  the  unemployed,  whoee 
wants  endanger  the  Metropolis.    But  it 
should  be  remembered  that  a  scheme  of 
this  kind  would  do  little  for  the  East  of 
London,  where  the  giteatestaoaroity  pre- 
vails.  Public  Offices  require  skilled  and 
special  labour,  which  is  not  abundant  in 
that  region.   To  relieve  distress  withia 
it  much  better   schemes   might  be 
imagiaed.  A  toiin«l  between  Bothsr- 
faithe  and  Shadwell  has  been  often  can- 
vaased,  and  the  embankment  of  the 
Thames  on  tiie  Southern  side  has  yet  to 
be  aeoomplished.   In  any  case,  it  is  not 
desirable  to  paralyse  and  to  fcHestall  the 
d^utation,  wbiqh  must  throw  light  on 
the  course  it  is  expedient  to  adopt.  It 
may  possibly  be  said  that  the  materials 
are  sold  to  a  contractor,  who  is  entitled 
to  remove  them.    They  ought  not  to 
have  been  sold  to  a  contractor,  when  the 
whole  project  has  so  little  in  its  favour, 
and  when  the  electors— so  far  as  we  can 
judge — have  eo  decidedly  condemned  it. 
But,  even  in  that  case,  to  deal  with  the 
contractor  on  the  basis  of  an  amicable 
settlement,  might  not  be  beyond  the 
reach  of  Ministeiial  ability.    The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  woiud  not  be  un- 
equal to  the  problem.   It  might  exercise 
the  virgin  mind— virgin  on  fiuAnoe— of 
the  new  Ohanc^^M  of  the  Sxohequw.  I 
have  but  one  more  remark  by  wucb,  if 
possible,  to  urge  your  Lordships  into 
interference  againet  the  demolitiooi  of 
Spring  Gardens  beftire  the  architects  are 
listened  to.   Although,  technically,  the 
Public  Offices  Site  Bill  went  into  the 
Statute  Book,  it  really  never  had  the 
sanotioD  of  your  Lordeh^s.   No  division 
happwed.    I  am  responsible  myself, 
and  have  befure  now  explained  the  eir- 
cum^nees.   But.  while  hy  aooident, 
there  -ir«s  not  a  decision,  in  every 
debate  ojunion,  argameat,  -  autborityi 
wwe  growing  on  the  aide  unfavourable 
to  the  measure.   It  would  well  become 
the  Houee,  so  tar  as  they  are  abJ«|.  to 
rectify  a  judgamenti  inadvertently  ipro' 
niMtncad,  and  trhioh  the  actual  Houee 
of  OoBuaons  haa.not;  in  any  w^-sub* 
eovibedto. 

lAvA^  to  resolve— '  .    .    '  .! 

"Tbat  in  ihsipMotlof  thislfetAowftiiftUr 
stc^  sittwof  daaiblitiiin'OC'Hinstractioinimi^- 
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to  bs  Ukm  vaier  the  Publio  Offieet  Site  Aet 
before  Her  Majosty'a  GoTernment  have  heard 
the  deputation  from  the  Institute  of  Architeota, 
arranged  to  take  place  on  tiie  let  of  March 
next'^— (7A«  Lord  Strntheden  and  Campbell.) 

LoBD  LAMINGKFON  eaid,  he  was  not 
aware  tbat  the  work  of  demolitioa  had 
commenced  until  he  saw  this  Motion. 
He  had  given  Notice  that  he  would 
move  a  Besolution  on  the  6th  of  March 
that  nothing  should  be  done  until  after 
a  dieouBsion  on  the  subject.  He  should 
be  compelled  to  alter  his  Eesolution  ac- 
oordinelT. 

The  FIB8T  0OMMI8SI0NBB  or 
W0BK8  (The  Earl  of  Moblet)  said, 
the  noble  Ijord  (Iiord  Straiheden  and 
Oampbell)  had  been  a  co&Bifltent,  he 
might  almost  BayapersistMitiopponeatof 
the  nev  site  for  Pablie  Offices,  and  the 
noble  Lord  had  Bubmitted  a  modest 
proposal  in  regard  to  it — that  no  steps 
either  of  demolition  or  ODnstruction 
ought  to  be  taken  before  Mondaj  next. 
He  need  not  tell  the  House  that  there 
was  no  great  chance  of  anything  being 
done  in  the  way  of  conetruction  before 
Monday  next.  Bat  as  to  demolition,  in 
consequence  of  measures  already  taken, 
an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  and 
money  roted  by  the  House  of  Oommone, 
the  materials  of  the  houses  in  Spring 
Gardens  had  actoally  been  acAd,  and  the 
contraotors  were  fUready  ranoriog  ma- 
terials of  houses  wfaioh  no  longer  be- 
longed to  the  Goremment.  l^erefore, 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  the  demolitions  until 
Monday  next.  He  thought  the  House 
would  be  satisfied  with  that  explanation 
at  present.  The  noble  Lord  oppoeite 
(Lord  Lamington)  had  juet  told  the 
House  that  he  was  about  to  raise  a  de- 
bate on  the  whole  question  in  the  course 
of  next  week.  At  Oiat  time  he  would 
be  happy  to  give  any  inft^rmation  in 
his  power,  and  the  Government  would 
then  have  heard  what  the  Institute  of 
Architects  had  to  say  on  the  subject. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  proba- 
bility of  an  alteration  of  the  site  which 
had  been  already  fixed  on. 

Lord  STBATHEDEN  and  OAMP- 
BELL, in  re^y,  said,  that  he  would  not 
divide  the  House  unless  hv  had  an  inti- 
mation that  noble  Lords  tipon  tho  other 
side  were  ready  to  adopt  the  Motion,  am 
his  noble  Priend  (Loid  Luaisgtoa)  who 
sat  among  tham  had  been  prompt  in  its 
support   ThosobloLordwhoepoke  for 


Her  Majesty's  Government  had  urg«d 
nothing  but  the  argument  contract,  to 
which  he  (Lord  Stratheden  and  Camp- 
bell) had  replied  already.  He  would 
further  remind  the  Government  that  to 
indemnify  contractors  they  had  by  the 
Vote  of  last  year  £10,000  in  their  pos- 
session which  might  have  no  other  use, 
as  it  was  far  from  certain  that  a  further 
Vote  would  be  conceded  to  them.  If, 
however,  the  Goremment  persisted  in 
demolishing  Spring  Gardens,  he  could 
only  offer  a  nspeotfol  but  emphatio 
protest  against  the  course  th^  had 
decided  on. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with' 
drawn. 

METROPOLIS-SUNDAY  MEETINGS  IN 
THE  SQTTAKE8  AND  PABKS. 
QTUSTtON.  OBBEBTATIONS. 

LoKD  LAMINGTON,  in  rising  to  ask 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  Whether 
they  intend  to  declare  illegal  all  public 
meetings  and  processions  in  the  squares 
and  the  parks  on  Sundays,  as  they  inter- 
fere with  the  comfort  of  all  dasses,  and 
may  lead  to  disturbance  ?  said,  with  re- 
spect to  the  very  disgraceful  riots  which 
arose  out  of  the  meeting  in  Trafalgar 
Square,  he  thought  the  police  and  Sir 
Edmund  Henderson  had  been  very 
hardly  treated  indeed.  On  other  occar 
sions  of  monster  meetings  in  Trafalgar 
Square  he  believed  that  the  mob  went 
away  by  diffarent  streets,  and  no  riot  or 
breaking  of  windows  bad  before  oo- 
cnrred  in  connection  with  those  meetings. 
On  this  occaeaon  they  went  away,  as  they 
had  done  so  many  times  previously,  by 
different  thoroughfares,  so  that  when  the 
riot  occurred  both  the  police  and  Mr. 
Ohilders  were  equally  taken  by  surprise, 
as  they  did  not  antieipate  any  disturb- 
anoe.  Hb  should  like  to  know  how  it 
was  possible  for  either  the  police  or  any- 
one  else  to  follow  crowds  of  people  dis- 
persing in  different  directions.  The  real 
cause  of  all  that  which  subsequently 
followed  on  tiie  Monday  when  the  riots 
took  place  wu  in  allowing  snoh  im- 
mense  gatherings  to  take  place.  It  was 
said  that  there  wen  20,000,  80,000,  or 
even  as  many  as  60,000  persons  aasemp 
bled  at  the  late  meeting.  Was  there 
any  city  in  Europe  in  nhUAi  a  similar 
thing  wDold  be  permiiktedf  In  the 
FveDoh  capital  did  they  tiiink  100  men 
would  be  allowed  to  assemhle  fn  a  public 
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Bquare  ?  In  Berlin  or  Tienna  did  they 
suppose  that  40,000  or  50,000  would  be 
permitted  to  assemble  to  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  Metropolis  ?  The  whole 
thing  was  a  disgrace  to  aoy  English  Go- 
vernment— ho  did  not  care  to  which  side 
of  politics  it  belonged — that  such  pro- 
ceedings should  be  tolerated.  That  the 
whole  of  Pall  Mall,  St.  James's  Street, 
and  Piccadilly  should  be  blocked  by  an 
assembly  of  peope  like  that  was  perfectly 
monstrous.  Moreover,  by  what  rule  were 
lorries  alloved  into  the  parts  of  the  Park 
were  carriages  were  not  permitted  ?  And 
Mr.  Hyndman  and  his  followers  were 
allowed  to  build  up  platforms  and  to 
make  these  abominable  speeches.  It 
was  time  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  state  of 
thin^.  It  was  disgraceful  that  a  man 
like  Hyndman — ^he  was  said  to  be  a  gen- 
tleman, but  nobody  would  believe  it— 
should  be  allowed  to  do  as  he  had  done. 
Mr.  Quelch,  who  moved  the  first  resolu- 
tion, said — "They  must  seize  all  land, 
machinery,  and  capital  tor  the  benefit  of 
the  community."   Mr.  Bums  said— 

"The seeds  of  a  bloody  revolution  were  ger- 
miaatiDg.  The  Trafalgu-  Bquare  meeting  had 
affected  Vienna  and  Paris,  for  when  Jjuidon 
moTOd  the  world  moved." 

Mr.  Hyndman  said — 

"  People  like  the  Duke  of  Deronshiro  (Cries  of 
'  Shoot  him ! well,  if  they  did  there  would  be 
another  to-morrow.  (Cries  of  '  8hoothim too  ! '] 
The  upper  classes  robbed  the  working  men  to 
debauch  their  daughters  and  sisters.  They  were 
the  lazy,  loafing,  and  criminal  classes.  They 
wanted  a  sodal  revolution.  Thuy^  would  bring 
it  aboat  peaceably  if  they  could ;  it  rested  wit£ 
the  upper  classes  whether  it  should  be  peaceable 
or  not.  London  was  tike  centre  where  all  the 
great  vampires  of  the  commercial  world  were 
gathered  together." 

Another  said — 

**  The  money  now  subsotibed  at  the  ICansion 
House  had  been  stolen  from  the  working 
claBses." 

He  asked  whether  on  a  Sunday  after- 
noon such  a  scene  should  be  permitted  ? 
That  on  Sunday  evening  the  streets 
should  be  made  impassable  for  respecta- 
ble people,  who  were  afraid  to  leave 
their  houses,  was  intolerable.  He  did  not 
know  what  the  law  might  be  upon  this 
subject ;  but  if  it  was  not  strong  enough 
it  ought  to  be  strengthened.  Large 
sums  had  been  voted  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  Parks,  and  it  was 
really  monstrous  that  they  should  allow 
them  to  be  oooupied  in  the  way  they  had 
been,  to  the  excdoaixHi  id  people  who  de- 

Zi/rd  LamingUm 


sired  to  frequent  them  for  enjoyment. 
He  had  limited  his  Motion  to  restricting 
the  right  of  meetings  on  Sundays,  be- 
cause that  was  a  day  when  all  desired 
rest  from  their  weekly  toil.  They  had 
done  themselves  an  immense  amount  of 
harm  by  the  occurrence  in  question,  by 
the  credence  which  it  seemed  to  have 
given  to  the  idea  that  their  various  in- 
stitutions were  in  a  state  of  decay,  and 
from  the  idea,  also,  which  was  prevalent, 
that  the  Government  had  neither  the 
strength,  the  will,  nor  the  authority  to  put 
down  meetings  of  this  kind.  He  I'elt 
that  unless  the  matter  was  taken  in  hand 
the  end  would  be  a  social  and  torible 
revolution. 

ViscouMT  MIDLETON  said,  he  re- 
gretted that  in  the  Heport  of  the  Com- 
mittee over  which  Mr.  Childers  presided, 
and  in  the  Memorandum  which  the 
righ  t  hon.  G^tleman  had  since  published 
with  regard  to  his  future  intentions  as 
to  tiiis  great  question,  no  reference  was 
made  to  the  special  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Lamington)  who  had  juat  sat  down. 
He  (Viscount  Midleton)  ventured  to 
think  that  this  part  of  the  question  went 
to  the  very  root  of  the  matter.  It  was 
a  question  whether  such  meetings,  espe- 
cially when  they  were  held  on  a  Sunday, 
were  any  longer  safe  or  desirable  in  the 
Metropolis.  The  Military  Authorities, 
he  believed,  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that,  considering  the  enormous  increase 
of  t^ie  population  of  the  Metropolis,  it 
was  a  quention  of  very  great  doubt  whe- 
ther any  more  military  displays  should 
take  place  in  the  heart  of  London — not 
because  of  any  dangra  which  the  mili- 
tary were  likely  to  produce,  but  because 
of  ue  danger  that  might  arise  from  the 
large  crowds  collected  together  on  such 
occasions.  Surely,  if  that  was  the  case, 
gatheriugs  of  the  kind  which  recently 
took  place  had  become  completely  out 
of  date.  He  had  hoped  that,  considering 
the  many  representations  that  had  been 
made  to  the  Home  Office,  Mr.  Childers 
would  have  seen  the  gravity  of  the 
question,  and  would  have  taken  some 
steps  to  inquire  as  to  what  means  could 
be  adopted  to  prevent  the  peril  to  which 
the  Metropolis  was  constantly  exposed 
by  the  recurrence  of  these  demonstra- 
tions. The  result  of  the  inquiry  had 
been  the  retirement  of  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson; but  what  struck  him  was  the 
extreme  ingratitude  of  the  Home  Office 
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in  this  matter.  The  penultimate  Frede- 
oessor  of  the  present  Home  Secretary 
coat  £1,500  a-jenr  for  police  protection. 
If  a  sum  of  that  kind  bad  been  spent, 
he  thought  the  present  Home  Seoretary 
(Mr.  Ghilders)  might  have  behaved  a 
little  more  geuerouBly  to  those  to  whom 
his  Predecessor  owed  his  existence.  His 
own  opinion  was  that  the  public  serrioes 
of  Sir  Edmund  Henderson  in  the  preaer- 
Tation  of  law  and  order  had  been  oon- 
aiderablj  more  than  had  been  rendered 
by  fire  Mr.  Childerses  in  the  pa^t.  There 
was  no  reason  whatever  why  this  ques- 
tion should  not  at  least  be  inrestigated. 
Sir  Kichard  Mayne,  he  knew,  felt  a 
great  difficulty  in  controilioglarge  bodies 
of  men  when  they  had  been  brought  to- 
gether in  a  limited  space ;  and  it  should 
be  remembered  that  that  officer  had  to 
deal  with  a  population  very  little  more 
than  half  of  the  population  under  the 
charge  of  the  Chief  Commissioner  at 
the  present  time.  Every  year  made  the 
difficulty  greater,  because  with  an  in- 
crease of  population  must  come  also  an 
increase  of  the  criminal  classes;  and  they 
also  found  that  a  lai^e  portion  of  the 
criminal  community  attended  demon- 
strations for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  objects  for  which  they  existed — 
plunder  and  destruction.  An  inqniry 
such  as  he  suggested  would  not  cast  the 
slightest  slur  upon  the  working  classes, 
as  no  one  for  a  moment  would  suppose 
that  they  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
recent  outrages.  The  time  had  come 
when  they  should  make  up  their  minds 
whether  it  was  profitable  or  aafe  that 
these  ^thraings  should  be  permitted  to 
take  ;^aoe  except  under  very  stringent 
regulations  as  to  rontrol  and  as  to  the 
numbers  attending  them.  If  it  shonld 
be  found  impossible  to  place  restriotiona 
either  upon  the  numbers  attending  the 
meetings  or  upon  the  manner  in  which 
the  meetings  were  held,  then  they  must 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  such  demon- 
strations ought  to  be  prohibited  alto- 
gether. No  one  was  more  unwilling 
fiian  he  was  to  say  or  do  anything  to 
check  the  full  expression  of  public  opi- 
nion ;  but  at  the  present  time  every  class 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  had  facilities 
for  expressing  their  views  in  a  legiti- 
mate manner  upon  any  subject  which 
did  not  exist  in  former  times.  He 
doubted  whether  there  was  a  single  dis- 
trict in  London  in  which  there  was  no 
building  capable  <rf  being  used  for  large 


public  meetings.  That  being  so,  he  did 
not  understand  why  a  small  and  com- 
paratively insignificant  class  should  be 
allowed  to  monopolize  open  places  of 
public  resort  which  were  intended  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Metro- 
polis generally.  He  held  tiiat  a  definite 
oonoluBion  ought  to  be  come  to  upon  die 
question  of  open-air  meetings,  so  that  in 
fiiture  Governments  might  not  be  left 
without  guidance. 

Lord  STANLEY  op  ALDERLET 
said,  that  the  Government  ought  to 
accede  to  the  views  of  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Lamington),  who  had  brought  the 
subject  forward  on  the  ground  that  those 
views  were  prompted  by  a  desire  to  effect 
the  happiness  of  the  greatest  number, 
a  rule  which  they  were  inclined  to  follow, 
sometimes  even  at  the  expense  of  prin- 
ciple. The  mmiber  of  those  who  took  part 
in  the  late  riots  was  very  small,  not  more 
than  2,000.  The  Government  had  ex- 
plained the  numerous  executions  in 
Burmah  by  the  neceaaity  of  suppressing 
daooity  and  of  protecting  the  innocent 
villagers,  and  were  they  not  equally 
bound  to  protect  shopkeepers  in  London 
and  innocent  villagers  in  Ireland  from 
the  violence  of  the  ill-disposed  ? 

LoBP  ABEBDABE  said,  that  be  was 
unable  to  agree  with  the  noble  Viscount 
in  his  remarks  as  to  prohibiting  pnblio 
meetings.  It  was  quite  clear  that  from 
time  to  time  the  police  organization  re- 
quired looking  into,  in  order  that  they 
might  have  the  proper  proportion  of 
officers  and  men,  and  that  arrangements 
might  be  made  to  secure  the  efficiency  of 
the  force.  This  was  a  proper  matter  for 
consideration  by  a  Committee  of  Inquiry ; 
but  the  snbjeot  which  was  dealt  with  in 
this  Besolution  was  more  a  matter  for 
legislation,  and  it  was  impossible  to  deny 
that  the  same  arguments  which  were 
used  to  prohibit  Snnday  meetings  were 
equally  applicable  to  meetings  held  on 
any  other  day.  The  Government  of 
which  he  was  a  Member  endeavoured  to 
mitigate  the  inconvenience  by  limiting 
the  space  in  Hyde  Park  on  which  those 
meetings  could  be  held.  It  should  be 
observed  that  less  inconvenience  was 
caused  by  meetings  on  Sundays  than 
would  arise  on  other  days.  If  enormous 
processions  were  to  march  through  the 
principal  thoroughfares  of  the  towns  on 
week  days,  with  the  object  of  influencing 
the  higher  classes  of  eociety,  all  traffio 
would  DO  impeded.   He  doubted  whe- 
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ther  it  wouH  be  posBible  to  prohibit 
public  tneetingB  in  Hyde  Park.  The 
prooessions  were  generally  arranged  with 
a  due  regard  to  order,  and  the  leaders  of 
Buoh  demonstrations,  as  a  rule,  informed, 
the  CommisBionere  of  Poliee  of  the  in- 
tended line  of  march,  and  asked  that 
adequate  measures  might  be  taken  to  in- 
sure order.  Steps  of  this  kind  had  been 
taken  by  the  people  who  called  the 
meeting  in  Trafalgar  Square  on  the  ^h 
instaoi.  Although  he  was  of  opinion 
that  meetings  in  the  Park  and  otiiw  large 
open  spaces  oonld  not  be  ^vented,  be 
thought  that  attention  might  well  be 
tarned  to  the  qnestion  whether  demon- 
strations should  be  permitted  in  Trafal- 
gar Square,  were  meetings  were  fre- 
quently held,  to  the  great  inoonvenience 
of  the  public,  with  the  speeial  object  of 
overawing  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 
If  meetings  were  held,  he  agreed  that 
steps  should  be  taken  to  minimize  the 
publiodanger  and  inconvenience  as  much 
as  possible. 

V18OODNT  CRANBROOK  said,  he  held 
that  the  public  had  a  right  to  be  pro- 
teeted  against  such  dangers  as  were  in- 
curred through  the  agglomeration  of 
immense  masses  of  pec^l^  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  places  likeTrafalgar  Square, 
where  shops  were  open,  and  people  were 
employed  in  their  ordinary  daily  avoca- 
tionSi  and  where  there  was  a  oongestion 
of  tinffic.  It  was  remarkable  that  the 
direction  in  which  the  flow  of  people  set 
after  meetings  in  Trafalgar  Square  was 
generally  that  of  Whitehall.  Colonel 
Pearson  had  stated  before  Afr.  Childers's 
Ck>mmittee  that  the  flow  of  the  crowd 
from  such  meetings  was  very  largely 
down  Whitehall,  and  that  he  had  often 
been  obliged  to  block  Whitehall  with 
police  in  order  to  prevent  the  crowd  from 
surging  down  that  thoroughfare.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  the  Public 
Offices  and  Houses  of  Pariiament  were 
in  this  direction,  and  ought  not  to  be  thus 
exposed.  Anyone  who  happened  to  be  in 
Hyde  Park  on  Sunday  last  could  see  that 
respectable  people  were  driven  out  of  the 
Park,  that  at  every^  10  yards  peaceable 
citizens  were  con&onted  by  policemen, 
and  that  the  ^lace  had  all  the  appear- 
anoe  of  beii^f  m  state  of  seige.  Was  it 
decent  that  a  state  of  things  should  exiet 
which  rendered  it  necesBary  that  soldiers  | 
shoald  be  confined  to  barracks  on  the  j 
Sunday,  and  that  every  policeman  not 
on  duty  should  remain  at  home  or  at  tiie  I 
hftadquarters  of  his  distzict^  in  order  to  j 
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be  ready  to  proieot  harmleM  petqde 
against  others  who  <du)se  to  resort  to  the 
Park  for  purposes  of  no  public  utility  ? 
The  Legislatuee  had  decided  that  nomi- 
nations at  ejections  should  no  longer 
take  place  in  the  open  air  in  ooosequeaee 
of  the  disturbanoes  that  used  to  accom- 
pany the  {Hooeedings,  and  it  would  be 
well  to  consider  whether  the  precedent 
might  not  be  applied  to  the  oocasioafl  to 
whioh  the  debate  referred.  Sach  groat 
masses  of  people  ae  assembled  in  these 
cases  oould  not  hoar  wlut  the  otator  said, 
and  there  was  always  turmoil  and  nmae 
which  wwe  opposed  to  reasana'ble  dis- 
oussioB.  In  l^afalgar  Square  ou  the 
8th  instant,  the  respMtable  working  men 
who  met  to  vwUlate  their  gtievanoes 
were  opposed  by  a  mob  of  a  totally  dif- 
ferent character,  and  a  ooUislon  was 
expected.  The  danger  that  he  feared 
was  not  revolution;  bat  that  one  day 
in  the  Park  or  Square  two  masses  of 
men  of  opposite  views  would  come 
into  conflict,  and  that  a  bloodj  mas- 
sacre might  ensue.  What  would  be 
said  if  anywhere  out  of  London  suoh 
demonetratioiu  were  organised  in  one 
town  and  wwe  extended  to  ano^r  town 
by  processions  passing  from  one  to  the 
other?  Yet  the  peo^  taking  part  in 
the  demonstrations  in  Hyde  Park  did  not 
belong  to  the  neigbbonrhood  of  the 
Pai^B,  bat  they  oame  from  distant  parts 
of  London,  and  their  object  was  to 
strike  terror  into  the  people  who  lived 
or  ocoupied  property  about  the  Parks.  In 
consequence  of  the  terror  produced  by 
what  happened  in  London  on  the  Monday 
night,  on  the  Tuesday  10  miles  of  shops 
were  shut  up,  and  all  business  was 
brought  to  a  standstill.  It  was  im- 
possible with  the  best  police  arrange- 
ments to  prevent  disturbances  and  panic 
unless  you  oould  so  dispose  of  and  use 
your  police  as  to  prevent  rioters  proceed- 
ing collectively  in  certain  directions  in 
which  they  would  be  disposed  to  commit 
injuries.  Itwasquitepoesibletodealwith 
this  matter  without  interfering  with  the 
right  of  pnblio  meetings ;  nobc^y  wished 
to  do  that  There  were  plenty  of  places 
where  people  oould  hold  meetings  if 
they  desired  to  do  so,  and  where  ad- 
drcuses  could  be  delivered  with  the 
prospect  of  the  speaker  being  listened  to 
and  heard.  There  were  such  places  that 
were  not  surrounded  by  dense  popula- 
tions, and  where  danger  would  not 
attenid  the  holding  of  an  out-door  meet- 
ing. If  we  allowed  persons  fxom  aU 
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partqof  Lotid«Bioailea!^ble  in  Tmfblgar 
Square  and  in  thftPairks,  and  tbia  vaa 
especially  tnie  iu  reference  to  Sunday, 
we  ebould  irritate  the  pohce  to  tibe  last 
degree,  and  if  a  collisioit  cUd  ooour  it 
vould  be  impossible  that  the  police 
shonld  not  remember  bovr  ibey  bad 
been  haraased  by  theso  gativeriDgs.  We 
ehonld  aleo  alienate  tibe  toldiers,  on 
ffbem,  in  the  last  resort,  ve  BMst  rety, 
by  abattiBg  them  in  tlieir  banaoka  and 
depriving  tbem  of  neeaasary  reora^ioa, 
vhiiA  was  at  ewesttal  to  them  as  to  any 
other  part  of  the  eonuuunity. 

Loiu>  THUBLOW  eaid,  that  the  noble 
Lord  who -had  a^ed  theQamtion  would 
.appreoiate  the  importance  of  it  as  muoh 
as  anyooe,  -  and  would  especially  appre- 
ciate the  difficulty  of  entering  upon  many 
considerations  that  affected  it  at  the  pre- 
eent  time.  In  these  ciroumstanoea,  he 
trusted  their  Lordships  would  excuse 
him  if  he  replied  as  ooncisely  as  he 
oonld  to  the  exact  terms  of  the  Question. 
He  had,  therefore,  to  etate,  on  tbe  part 
of  the  Home  Office,  that  it  was  not  the 
intenthm  of  Her  Majesty's  Goremment, 
at  the  presmt  moment,  to  deelare  illegal 
all  pttlAic  meetings  and  all  processions 
in  ibe  Squares  and  Parks  on  Sundaye. 
It  might  not,  however,  be  inappropriate 
if  he  reminded  their  Loidsh^  that 
Bteps  were  about  to  bo  taken  with  a 
view,  if  possible,  to  improve  the  bitberto 
existing  arrangements  whioh  governed 
these  proceediogs ;  but  pending  the  con- 
templated inquiry,  and  the  decision  at 
wbioh  the  Home  Office  might  arrive,  it 
would,  perha{M,  be  wise  on  the  part  of 
the  public,  and  even,  perhaps,  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  refrain  from  further  discuseisn, 

LoED  LA&(INGTON  said,  that,  in 
oonseqnenoe  of  the  uneatiefactory  reply 
whmh  had  been  givw  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  be  should  oert^nly,  in  due 
time,  bring  the  question  before  their 
Loidahipe  again,  and  t^e  their  opinion 
upon  it. 

IS1!LANI>--THE  KATIONAL  LEAGUE^ 
LOCAL  COTJETS.— aUESTION. 

The  EiBt  of  LIMBBtOK  said,  in  the 
unaroidable  absence  of  Lord  Oastletown, 
who  had  been  obliged  to  leave  for  Ire- 
land last  night,  he  had  to  ask  the  Ques- 
tion which  stood  on  the  Paper  in  tiie 
name  of  the  noble  Lord.  The  Queation 
was  as  ftdlowH 

"  To  ask  the  Lord  PresldHit  of  tit*  OounoU, 
Whether  be  will,    additioii  te  tii«  inienvation 


ke  has  •agreed  fee  {mstent  re^eotiw  "  Boimt- 
ting  aad  oilier  outragei,*'  ^ve  vaiax  infonmi- 
tion  as  may  be  in  the  posaesnon  of  Uie  QoverA- 
meat  officials  In  Ireland,  or  can  &e  o'btained  \>y 
'them  with  re^'sreBOa  tooBMsof  triakof  fanners 
:  asd  otbars  hy  Katioml  Laagae  local  ooBrts, 
and  the  iaflictioo  t>f  fiaaa  aiid  santuiowt^thoad 
tribaoals ;  and,  alao  ai^  cases  of  appeals  from 
these  coiuts  to  Uie  Superior  National  League 
Court  in  Dublin  for  confirmation  or  revision  f " 

The  noble  Earl  said,  that  the  Question 
had  reference  to  a  state  of  thioge  which 
prevailed  at  the^present  moment  in  lie- 
land  of  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous 
ohaiaoter,  and  which  it  was  necessary 
some  steps  should  be  taken  to  deal  with, 
if  any  semblance  of  law  and  order  waa 
to  obtain  in  that  country.  From  the 
information  at  his  disposal,  and  at  the 
disposal  of  biia  noble  Friend  who  waa  io 
have  asked  the  Question,  it  appeared 
that  National  League  Courts  not  oiUy 
existed  and  Eourished  in  Ireland,  but 
that  the  decrees  and  decisions  of  these 
Courts  were  obeyed  and  enforced,  while 
the  decisionB  of  Her  Majesty's  Courts 
were  not  enfwoed  at  all.  He  (the  Earl 
of  Limerick)  would  not  trouble  the 
House  at  any  gi;eat  length  with  any 
quotations  to  prove  the  existence  of 
these  Courts,  nor  was  it  necessary  that 
be  should  do  so.  Tbe  Irish  newspapers 
were  fuU  of  instances  of  inqmries  held 
by  branches  of  tiie  League ;  and  it  was 
not  at  all  necessary  for  him  to  jgo  into 
them  at  any  length.  Ha  would  only 
take  one  or  two  cases;  and  be  would 
ask  ^t  the  Governmrait  should,  atleast, 
actively  inquire  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
these  Courts  existed  and  the  nature  of 
the  operations,  and  put  an  effective  stop 
to  the  further  spread  of  acts  of  illegality. 
In  one  case  be  found  that^  on  November 
19th,  1885,  a  meeting  was  held  in  a 
Bomau  Catiiolic  chapel,  and  the  state- 
ment of  the  parish  priest  was  beard 
against  a  man  stated  to  be  a  land- 
grabber.  The  result  was  that  a  fine  of 
£30  was  imposed.  In  the  town  of  Drum- 
oollagber  the  action  of  a  taUor  in  sup- 
plying a  suit  of  clothes  to  a  man  wbo 
was  at  enmity  with  the  League,  was 
brought  forward ;  but  as  the  tulor  had 
died  no  further  action  was  taken.  In. 
another  case  he  found  reported  in  the 
papers — no  names  were  given — that  a 
man  who  had  taken  a  farm  was  sum- 
moned to  the  League  Court  and  ordered 
to  pay  £600  to  the  former  tenant  or  sur- 
Tender  the  farm-  If  sueli  oases  as  these 
weve  troe^  it  went  to  show  that  there 
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and  enforcing  fines  and  penalties.  How 
was  ibis  done  ?  It  was  don«  by  an  ex- 
treme and  mcmstrouB  system  of  *'  Boy- 
cotting," aooompanied  in  many  cases  by 
dreadfol  consequences  to  the  victimsof  the 
system.  This  system  was  not  confined 
to  xioh  or  poor  in  particular — ^more  fre- 
quently, indeed,  it  was  the  poor  who 
suffered  from  it.  He  asked  the  Ques- 
tion with  great  confidence  in  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (Earl  fencer),  for  he 
could  bear  willing  testunony  to  the  fact 
that  when  he  was  Lord  lieutenant  he 
took  the  stEQDgest  means  to  put  down 
all  these  ill^alities.  It  was  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  he  (the  Earl  of  lime- 
rick) said  that  there  was  no  Member  of 
the  House  who  would  bear  more  willing 
evidence  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
noble  Earl  had  discharged  his  duties  as 
Viceroy  with  impartiality,  firmness,  and 
faimess.  He  (the  Earl  of  Limerick)  then 
quoted  from  the  charge  of  a  County 
Court  Judge  in  Ireland,  who  said  that 
he  did  not  think  that  any  honest  man 
could  say  that  the  country  was  in  a  state 
of  tranquillity,  or  that  obedience  to  the 
law  was  observed.  On  the  contrary, 
the  law  smd  government  of  the  oountry 
wore  never  hdtd  in  greater  contempt  than 
at  present.  The  Government  was  auper- 
seoed  by  a  mat^  more  powerful  QoTem- 
ment ;  and  if  that  were  so,  it  was  impos- 
sible that  he  could  compliment  theon, 
however  much  he  would  wish  to  do  so, 
on  the  state  of  order  which  prevailed. 

The  Easl  of  EGMONT  said,  that  one 
of  the  oases  mentioned  had  occurred  on 
his  property.  A  tenant  took  a  farm  in 
1881 ;  he  spuit  a  good  deal  of  mcmey 
upon  it,  and  improved  it ;  and  in  1885 
the  Leagae  ordered  him  to  pay  £600  to 
the  former  tenant,  who  had  been  evicted. 
He  understood  that  the  present  holder 
had  already  paid  £500. 

Thb  lord  PEE8IDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Earl  Spencer)  said :  I  do 
not  propose  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  subject  which  the  noble  Earl  has 
introduced.  I  readilv  admit  the  very 
grave  condition  of  affairs  to  which  allu- 
sion has  been  made,  and  which  shows 
that  a  very  unfortunate  state  of  things 
has  Misted  during  the  last  seven  monus 
in  Ireland.  Thwe  is  no  doubt  that  the 
fact  that  theee  Land  Courts  are  held, 
and  that  they  exercise  these  functions^ 
if,  as  X  believoi  U  is  true  that  they  do 
shows  «  very  uafortuate  state  of  things| 
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and  a  state  of  Uungs  wlnsh-  must  bo 
remedied.  I  do  net  propose  now  to 
state— I  have  told  yonr  Lordships  be- 
fore that  I  am  unable  to  state — the 
policy  by  whidi  Her  Majesty^s  Oovem- 
ment  have  to  meet  the  question  of 
social  order  in  Ireland,  and  the  other 
matters  which  are  committed  to  them. 
I  cannot  go  into  that.  With  regard  to 
the  Notice  on  the  Paper,  I  regret  that 
it  is  not  possible  for  the  Qovemment 
—though  they  are  anxious  to  furnish 
as  mw^  information  to  the  Honaa  and 
the  public  on  this  aabjeet  as  they  can 
— ^to  give  any  Betam  m  this  obanwtsr 
thai  woaid  be  satisfaetory,  or  which  it 
would  oonduoe  to  the  pnbUo  interest  ta 
^6.  These  Land  Courts,  as  they  are 
called,  are  held  in  private  houses,  and 
sometimes,  I  believe,  as  the  noUe  Barl 
mentioned,  tiiey  are  held  in  Boman 
Catholic  chapels ;  bat.  being  held  in  pri- 
vate, we  have  no  means  of  gettisg  any 
information  about  them  excepting  re- 
ports which  were  brought  to  the  Go- 
vemment  in  a  confidential  manner. 
Those  reports  conld  not  be  presented 
to  Parliament.  There  are  obviona  and 
numerous  reasons  why  they  could  not 
be  nude  ptiblie.  It  i^  therefore,  quite 
out  of  the  power  of  the  Qovernment  to 
grant  these  Betums,  oHhou^  they 
would  bo  exoeedingly  glad  if  they  ooala 
to  furnish  any  information  on  snb- 
jeot.  The  other  night,  when  the  Stofala 
Yisooiuit  opposite  (viseonnt  OranhnxA) 
asked  for  a  Betum,  I  stated  that  the 
Qovemment  would  most  willingly  give 
it,  and  thst  Betum  is  being  prepared 
as  quickly  as  possible.  That  Return 
r^tes  to  "Boycotting"  and  intimida- 
tion ;  but  it  doee  not  touch  theee  par- 
ticular cases  of  the  Land  Courts,  as  to 
which,  for  the  reasons  I  have  indicated, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  produce  satisfactory  information. 

LoBD  ASH60UBNE  said,  that  though 
the  noble  Earl  had  stated  that  he  oowd 
not,  without  detriment  to  the  public 
interest,  supply  a  technical  Betum  as  to 
theee  Courts  asked  for  by  his  uoUe 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  lamerick),  he  (Lord 
Ashbourne)  did  think  that  it  wonldhove 
been  possible  for  the  noble  EarL  (£arl 
Speoofflr),  without  detrimeut  to  the  piuUio 
interest,  to  have  said  something  more 
t^n  he  did  in  the  abservei>ioBB  he  had 
made.  What  was  the  state  of  foots 
which  was  practiofmy  and  almost  in 
twaw  odnutted  now  aei  only  to  haT6 
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existed  dnrihg  the  last  seven  months ; 
bot  be  TfouW  go  further,  and  say  diunng 
many  more  mouths  of  the  noble  Earl's 
ovB  tenuTe  of  Office  as  Vieeroy,  and 
vhieh  existed  now  in  greater  intensity 
than  at  any  former  time— Trbat  wss  the 
state  of  facts  admittedly  in  existence? 
That  there  were  Courts  held  under  the 
sanction  of  the  National  League,  with  a 
procedure  of  their  own  and  an  appellate 
system  of  their  own,  administered  under 
the  sanction  of  the  League,  administered 
with  the  sanctions  of  teiror  and  intimi- 
dation. The  parpose  of  such  Courts  was 
to  supersede,  degrade,  and  bring  into  con- 
tempt the  administration  of  the  Queen's 
law.  That  was  the  state  of  facts  now 
admitted  by  the  responsible  Miaister  of 
the  Crown  to  be  the  existing  state  of 
affisirs  in  Ireland,  and  to  have  been 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Ireland  for 
the  last  seven  months.  The  late  Go- 
vernment were  quite  aware  of  the  great 
difficulty  which  the  noble  Earl  had  stated 
of  obtaining  evidence  in  regard  to  what 
took  place  at  those  meetings ;  and  that 
might  have  been  one  of  the  very  powerful 
connderations  presented  to  Parliament 
by  the  late  Gk)Temment  to  induce  it 
to  supersede  the  ordinary  law  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  grapple  with  the  state  of 
things,  and  with  a  prooedure  so  insidious 
and  so  destructive  to  the  administration 
of  the  autiiotity  of  the  law  in  Ireland. 
But  what  was  the  outcome  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  Earl?  The  noble 
Earl  admitted  the  great  evil  that  existed. 
He  would  be  takra  to  admit  its  deadly 
peril  to  tiie  Queen's  Sovereignty  and  to 
respect  for  the  law ;  and  he  further  prac- 
tically avowed  that  in  that  position  of 
affaire  the  Qovenment  were  unable  to 
do  anything,  even  by  way  of  a  public 
announcement,  to  restore  confidence  in 
the  law  and  the  assertion  of  the  law.  It 
was  easy  to  say  that  the  Qorem- 
ment  were  unable  to  make  a  full  an- 
nouncement of  their  policy,  and  that 
they  were  not  to  expect  it  from  them 
for  four  or  five  weeks  to  come;  but 
that  was  a  question,  not  of  policy, 
bilt  of  administering  the  existing  law,  so 
as  to  insure  respect  for  the  Queen's  au- 
thority and  something  like  decent  respect 
for  the  Queen's  law.  At  all  events,  he 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  some 
statemcoitfirom  thoeewho  represented  the 
exiting  GK>v^ment  that  they  were  not 
only  ative  to  the  gravity  of  the  situation 
Tbioh  they  acknowledged  existed,  bat 
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that  ihey  would  take  snob  iraflotute  stepe 
as  might  be  in  their  power  to  note  what 
went  on  in  Ireland,  and  to  procure  such 
evidence  as  might  be  in  tneir  power ; 
and  that  when  they  had  prooured  that 
evidence  no  exertion  would  be  wanting  to 
put  down  a  state  of  facts  which  was  as 
perilous  as  it  was  discreditable  to  the 
Empire.  [Earl  Sfenobr  assented.]  A 
gesture  could  not  be  reported ;  but  he 
thought  he  was  doing  nothing  dis- 
respeotful  to  their  Lordships  when  he 
t3*an8tated  the  nods  and  gestures  of  the 
noble  Earl  (Earl  Spencer)  as  meaning 
that  they — the  present  dovemment— 
would  anxiously  watch  the  process  and 
procedure  by  which  these  Courts  now 
sought  to  bring  the  Queen's  law  iato 
contempt,  and  mat  whenever  tbey  could 
procure  evidence — and  no  efforts  would 
be  wanting  on  their  part  to  procure 
evidence — that  no  exertions  would  be 
wanting  to  bring  to  punishment  and 
trial  those  who  in  these  Courts  brought 
into  disrepute  the  whole  administration 
of  the  Gbrernment  in  Ireland.  He 
ventured  thus  to  put  into  plain  English 
what  he  took  to  be  the  meaning  of 
the  applause  and  gesture  of  the  noble 
Earl  opposite;  and  if  he  (Lord  Ash- 
bourue)  laboured  under  a  misconception, 
it  was  due  not  only  to  himself,  but  to 
their  Lordships'  House,  that  he  should 
be  publicly  oorrected,.  so  that  there 
shoold  be  a  perfect  understanding  as 
to  every  particular  about  so  grave  a 
matter. 

Thb  SEORETABY  op  STATE  fob 
TUB  COLONIES  (Earl  Obahvius): 
I  have  not  the  slighteet  hesitation  in 
endorsing  by  words  what  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  (Lord  Ashbourne)  gathers 
from  the  gesture  of  my  noble  Friend 
(Earl  Spencer)  who  was  some  time  ago 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  The  Go- 
vernment feel  the  responsibility  resting 
upon  tbem,  and  deem  it  neoessaTy  to 
watch  in  the  most  attentive  manner  all 
the  events  g^ing  on  in  Ireland  ;  and  they 
are  devoting  themselves  to  considering 
the  very  best  mode  of  dealing,  among 
other  subjects,  with  disorder  and  disre- 
spect for  the  law.  But  I  must  say  that 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Ashbourne)  is  one  of  the  last  per- 
sons who  should  make  an  attack  on  the 
Government.  He  has  said  that  "  Boy- 
cotting "  existed  during  the  Yiceroyalty 
of  my  noble  Friend  near  me.  Nobody 
denied  that  some  "Boycotting"  did 
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exist  ttt  ihftt  time.  But  laonl  Caroarron 
told  your  Lordships,  and  the  leader  of 
the  other  House  under  the  late  Qovem- 
sfteot  told  that  Aisembly,  that  the  ooud- 
try  was  aloaost  ia  a  statei  of  normal 
quiet  on  the  aooesBion  of  the  present 
OpTierament  to  Office,  and  it  is  well 
known  tlutt  it  inoreaaed  rapidly  aiter 
the  Prorogation  of  Parliamont ;  and  yet 
%h»  late  OaTernment  did  not  in  any 
maan^r  provide  a  ieme4y  ior  dealing 
vith  it  by  exoeptionAl  legislatioo.  There 
was  nothiag  like  the  aqiount  of  Boj- 
QQbtiag"  that  afterwards  existed  when 
the  late  Government  were  in  Office. 
[LocdAsHBouBNE  dissented.]  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  shakes  hie  head.  I  do 
not  know  exactly  what  that  gesture 
means.  Does  he  deny  that  "  Boycott- 
ing" increased  day  by  day? 

Lord  ASHBOfJENE  said,  he  was 
not  dealing  with  "Boycotting,"  but 
with  the  particular  subject  referred  to 
the  Question  put  by  the  noble  Earl 
,  (the  JBarl  of  Limerick) — naraely,  as  to 
the  existence  of  the  National  League 
OourtA.  He  was  quite  prepared  to  die- 
oass.  the  wider  question. 

KiSL  OBANTXLLB:  As  far  as  I 
kaoi^  the  noble  and  learned  Ijord 
(Lord  Ashbourne)  was  talking  of  the 
aarae  thing.  It  is  part  of  the  whole 
question;  and,  therefore,  what  I  wish 
to  remonstrate  against  is  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  taking  every  opportunity 
to  twit  the  GKjyernment  with  being  a 
little, slow  in  dealing  wiUi  that  whieh 
,the  late  CK^vemment  entirely  neglected. 

ABBITBATION  BILL  [h.L."]    (NO.  17.) 

A.  Bill  tv  ooDfltdidate  the  law  relating  to 
Arbittation : 

JlgBTRttB^  mtlSDIffriOVC  BICL  [h.i>.] 

(no.  18.) 

A.  Bm  to  extend  fbe  jurlBdlction  of  jiutioes 
'  ^^neral  and  qoortsr  seenons  of  the  pssoe : 

I.A,W  or  BTIDSnOB  AHBHDKENT  BILL 

[h-l.]  (so.  19,) 

'  A  Bill  imther  to  amend  the  law  of  eTidaooe  : 
prutnttd  ty  The  Lord  Bramwell ;  read  1 ». 

XmON  OF  BE^fSFIOBS  BILL  [h.L.] 

A  BUI  to  amend  the  law  relatingto  the  union 
of  beneliceftT-Wa*  preunUd  by  The  £arl  of 
Tfimoim;  read  1*.  (Ko.  20.) 

:    .   Bftosea^joBxiMd  ai^ix  o'dook, 
'<-''!'■'  till  Vo-moiTow,  a  ^oariar 

part  Ten  o'clook. 

EarlGrimmUe 


H0TI8B  OF  OOMMaWS, 
?!&w«ili>y,  25M  Fthrtuuy,  1886, 


MliTOTES.J— Nbw  Mbhbbrb  Swoibit— B%lit 
honble.  Frederieb  Edward  Oould  Ltmbavt* 
commonly  called  Yiscoant  Eilooaiaie,  /«r 
Somerset  County  (Sonthem  Diriaion) ;  John 
Wiliixm  ^Uor,  ea^TO,/ar  Anuitham. 

Sblbot  CoMHiaTBBfi  —  Selevtipu,  Sir  Lyfm 
Pl^fatr  ditch.  ;  Dr.  Cameron  addtd;  GiTen 
PoHutioa  (River  Lea),  appointtd;  National 
Frorideni  Insurance,  appointtd;  Bflaoatienal 
Eadowuenta,  nominated. 

SvftLY—cantid4red  it  CommiUtt — Civil  Sbr- 

VICE8  (SuPPLKMBXTAHY  £STIHA,TE9,  1885-6)  ; 

Clam  IV. — EdUcaticw,  Scikacb,  aHd  Ak*, 
Votes  7,  8,  14 ;  Clam  V.  —  Fobiioh  and 
CoLOiruL  SuTMi^  Totea3  OiAsa  VI. 
-tN'ox-Epfbctivs  xkd  Ckaeitablb  Sbrticbb, 
Votes  1  £  4 ;  Clabb  VII. — Misceilanbocs, 
Votes  4  &  6  ;  KsvEmTB  DsrAnTHBTm,  Votea 

2  &  9  ;  NlVT  (SoPPLBKBMrABT  ESTIKAtfBS, 

1886-9). 

Public  Bills  —  Ordtrtd  —  Firtt  Rttding  — 
Croftera  (Scotland)  (No.  2)  [llSj;  Water- 
works {Rating}*  [117]. 

OommittM—ljaiiaef  (Vaeating  of  Seats)  *  [85]— 
B.r. 


PARLUMEKT-STANDINa  ORDBBS. 

The  OHATRMAN  of  WAT8  awd 
MEANS  (Mr.  OouBxmiT) :  The  Motions 
I  hare  to  make  are  to  alter  the  form  of 
Standing  Order  18Sa,  in  order  to  bring 
it  into  agreement  with  an  altered  con- 
dition of  things.  The  Standing  Order, 
as  it  now  exiflts,  reqnirea  that  in  every 
Bill  which  contains  power  to  take  dw^- 
ings  occupied  by  the  labouring  dames, 
compulsorily  or  by  agreement,  olanaes 
shall  be  inserted  to  prevent  the  pro- 
moters from  taking  tnem  until  they 
shall  hare  obtained  the  approval  of  fiie 
Central  Anthority  to  a  scheme  affording 
equal  accommodaidon.  to  them.  The 
Standing  Order  in  the  ease  of  Soot- 
land  deolareBthe  "Central  Authority" 
to  be  the  Home  Seoretary.  But  a 
Secretary  for  Scotland  ha£i  now  been 
appointed,  who  has  superseded  the 
Home  Secretary  as  Oentral  Authority 
for  Scotland;  and  the  objeot  of  the 
alterations  of  the  Standing  Order,  which 
I  am  about  to  propose,  is  umply  to 
substitute  the  Seoretary  for  Scotland 
for  the  Home  Seoretary  as  the  Oentral 
Authority.  I  beg  to  move,  in  line  49  of 
the  Standing  Order,  in  the  pasaage  whEoh 
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defines  the  Oentral  Authority  to  mean 
"  as  regards  tbo  Metropolis  or  Seotland 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment," after  theword  "Metn^lis/' 
to  leave  out  "  or  Scotland/' 

Question,  in  Standing  Order  183a,  in 
line  49,  after  the  vord  "  Hetropolie,"  to 
leave  out  the  words  "  or  Scotland,"  put, 
and  agreed  U. 

Thb  chairman  of  WAYS  ahd 
MEANS  (Mr.  CotJrthet)  moved,  in  line 
50,  after  the  word  "Department,"  to 
insert  the  words  '*  and  as  regards  Seot- 
land,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland." 

Question,  "That those  words  be  there 
insexted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

COMMITTEE  OP  SELECTION. 
Sir  Lyojt  Flatfaib  diteharged  from 
attendance  on  the  Committee: — Dr. 
Oahsboh  added  to  the  Committee.— (5tr 
John  if.  Mowbray.) 

BELFAST  MAIN  DEAINAGB  BILL. 

KESOLUTIOH. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  move— 

<*  Tbat  the  Petition  agamsl;  the  Belfast  Main 
Dtsinage  Bill,  deposited  in  the  Private  Bill 
Office  on  the  19th  jnatftiit,  be  printedand  cir> 
oulated  with  the  Yotea." 

The  Faction  refened  to  here  ia  one 
which  was  adopted  at  a  pubUo  meeting  of 
the  ocoupiers  and  inhabitants  of  Belfast 
in  opposition  to  a  loeal  Private  Bill  which 
is  about  to  come  before  a  Committee  pf 
this  House.  But  in  consequence  of  the 
depressed  condition  of  trade  in  Belfast 
and  the  enormous  cost  which  attends  the 
opposition  to  a  Private  Bill  in  Parlia- 
ment the  ratepayers  are  unable  to  send 
witnesses  here,  and  appear  in  opposition 
to  the  Bill  in  the  ordinary  way.  I  have 
given  Notice  of  my  intention  on  Tuesday 
next  to  move  an  Instruction  ou  an  im- 

rirtaut  matter  relating  to  this  Bill ;  and 
think  it  would  be  for  the  convenience 
of  the  House,  and  would  also  tend  to  an 
eoonomy  of  its  time,  if  the  facts  relating 
to  the  case  were  placed  at  once  in  the 
hands  of  the  geneoral  body  of  Members. 
I,  therefore,  make  this  Motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  Petition  against 
the  Belfast  Main  Drainage  Bill,  depO' 
sited  in  the  Private  Bill  0£B.ce  on  the 
19th  instant,  be  printed  and  circulated 
with  the  Votes, 


mncs  OP  QUMnojfr. 


PABUAUESrr-^BDB&-ABStJU£NTA^ 

TIVB  aUBSTIONS. 
CowNEL  "WAEING :  I  bpg  to  give 
Notice  that  on  Monday  next  I  will  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  with  reference  to 
his  statement  as  to  dispensing  with  cer- 
tain powers  claimed  by  the  Executive  in 
Ireland,  Whether  he  is  aware  tbet  the 
National  League  arrogates  to  itself  the 
power  directly  and  indirectly  to  pro- 
hibit the  payment  of  rent ;  whether  the 
Bev.  Mr.  O'Connor,  pariah  priest,  of 
Firies,  is  not  reported  in  The  Kerry  Sen- 
tinel  of  NoTeml»r  10  to  have  stated  at  a 
meeting  of  the  National  League — 

"That  any  t«iant  who  went  behind  the 
back  of  the  oUier  tenants  and  paid  bifl  rent  was 
a  traitor  to  the  catue.  [A  Vdioe :  ffiioot  theotf.  1 
Fatkwr O'Connor:  UonH." 

"Whether  Mr.  Curtin  was  not  shot  on 
the  Friday  following,  having  paid  hie 
rent ;  and,  whether  as  this  and  similar 
circumstances  have  occurred  constantly 
in  Ireland  the  Chief  Secretary  will  take 
steps  to  bring  the  laws  of  conspiracy  to 
bear  upon  illegal  combinationB  of  this 

Mb.  sexton  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise 
to  a  point  of  Order.  I  woald  ask  whe- 
ther the  statement  of  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  thai  the  National 
League  arrogates  to  itself  certain  powers 
is  not  a  matter  of  opinion  and  ail- 
ment, and  is,  therefore,  by  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House,  excluded  firom  the 
Journals  of  the  House  ? 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  At  the  same 
time  I  would  ask,  as  a  matter  of  Order, 
whether  it  is  within  the  spirit  of  the 
Bules  of  this  House  that  hon.  Members, 
at  Notice  time,  should  inflict  upon  the 
House  long  extracts  froin  letters  ,in 
newspapers,  containing  expressions  SDch 
as  those  to  which  my  hon.  Friend  has 
called  attention,  wluoh  will  not  and 
cannot  afterwards  appear  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House,  being  ooDtrary  to  the 
Orders  and  spirit  of  the  Bales  of  the 
House? 

IfB.  SPEAKER :  In  reply  to  the  two 
hon.  Members,  I  faare  to  my  ^at  I  wish 

the  House  would  sanction  me  in  re- 
straining Questions  of  the  nature  re- 
ferred to,  and  also  in.  enforcing  the 
practice  that  when  Questions  are  to  bo 
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put  they  may  be  placed  on  the  Notice 
Paper  iritiiout  prerious  Notice,  or  being 
required  to  read  (hem.  With  reference  to 
the  special  (Question  aeked,  I  ahall,  of 
course,  before  it  appears  on  the  Paper, 
carefully  revise  it ;  and  if  I  find  intro- 
duced in  it  any  argumentative  matter  op 
any  disputed  statement  of  fact  I  shall 
sot  allow  it  to  appear. 

Mr.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON:  When 
the  Question  is  put  I  will  &ek  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  whe- 
ther the  meeting  referred  to  was  not  a 
meeting  of  the  tenantry  of  a  certain 
estate ;  whether  it  is  not  the  fact  that 
the  landlord,  in  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  tenants  nnce,  has  made  a 
reduction  of  rent  to  the  extent  of  20  per 
cent;  and,  whether  the  landlord  in  ques- 
tion is  not  a  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
OoTemment  ? 


WALES-IK8FECT0&  OF  SLATE  AND 
SETT  QUAEEIES. 
Me.  JONES-PARRY  asked  the  Se- 
oretary  of  State  for  the  Hmne  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  will  appoint  an  In- 
spector of  slate  and  sett  quarries  in 
North  Wales? 

Thb  8EQEETARY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
Ghilssbs),  in  reply,  said,  his  hon.  Friend 
might  not  be  aware  that  legislation 
would  be  neoessary  before  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officer  referred  to  could  be 
made.  The  adrisability  of  such  a  Bill 
was  now  occupying  his  oare&il  atten- 
tion. 

BOYAL  IRISH  COKSTABTJLABT  —  AL- 
LEGED DI80BDER  —  CONDUOT  OF 
POLIOE  AT  BBNKETSBBIDaE,  CO. 
EILSENNT. 

Mk.  MARTTM  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  alleged  action  of 
the  Oonstabnl&ry  force  at  Bennetsbridge, 
itt  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  in  flinging 
stones  and  grappling  irons  during 
night-time  from  the  summits  of  bridges 
spanning  tiie  River  Nore,  and  from 
cnher  juaoes  into  suoh  rirer,  to  the 
danger  and  bodily  injury  of  boatmen 
and  oAen  of  the  public  plying  on  the 
sftme,  iiistead  of  ascertaining  the  names 
of  offsnders,  if  sny,  against  the  police 
regulations  ot  the  river,  and  proceeding 
sanmoiis  aceording  to  due  course  of 
Mr.  SpMhr 


law ;  and,  wha&er  he  will  canse  inquiry 
to  be  made,  with  a  view  to  putting  a 
stop  to  such  alleged  irregular  action  of 
the  Oonstabnlary  ? 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
JoBN  Hobley)  :  I  am  aesured  that  the 
police  have  never  acted  as  alleged  in 
this  Question.  The  River  Nore  at 
Bennetsbridge  is  not  navigable,  and 
consequently  neither  boatmen  nor  the 
public  ply  on  tt. 

EAILWAYS-RAILWAY  COUPLINGS. 
Mb.  CHANNINQ  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,.  Whether 
the  Inspecting  Offioera  of  Railways  have 
reported  upon  the  various  Railway 
coupling  appliances  that  were  exhibited 
at  the  Inventions  Exhibition  last  year ; 
and,  if  BO,  when  will  tJie  Report  be  laid 
upon  the  Table ;  whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  fact  that  the  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Railway  Servants  nave  voted  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  assist  in 
teeting  improved  modes  of  Railway 
couplings ;  and,  whether,  having  regard 
to  uie  great  loss  of  life  and  limb  con- 
sequent upon  the  present  system  of 
doing  this  dangerous  part  of  Railway 
work,  the  Government  will  supplement 
this  sum  by  a  grant  from  the  li^vasnry 
for  the  purpose  of  a  thorough  and  prac- 
tical investigation  into  this  impintant 
question  ? 

The  PRBSIDENT  (Mr.  Mwdkila)  : 
The  Rulway  Inapecting  Offloers  have 
not  reported  to  the  Boaia  of  Trade  upon 
the  various  railway  coupling  appliances 
that  were  exhibited  at  the  Inventions 
Exhibition  last  year.  Some  of  those  offi- 
cers were  on  the  jury  to  whom  those 
appliances  were  referred  ;  and  I  believe 
the  jury  expressed  an  opinion  witii  re- 
gard to  the  various  inventions  that  were 
submitted  to  them.  I  am  not  aware 
that  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Rail- 
way Servants  have  voted  the  sum  of 
£500  to  assist  in  testing  improved  me- 
thods of  railway  oonplmgs;  but  I  do 
know  that  some  experiments  have  re- 
cently taken  place  under  the  auspices  of 
that  society  in  regard  to  those  matters 
upon  the  Lmdon  and  Sonth-Weatem 
Railway.  With  regard  to  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  hou.  Member's  Ques- 
tion, I  am  not  prepared  to  reoommesd 
the  Treasury  to  supplement  the  sum  re- 
ferred to  for  the  pur^se  of  further  in- 
vestigations in  this  important  matter, 
for  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  deurable 
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that  the  Board  of  Trade  should  assmue 
the  reB^KnuibiUty  of  deoidiag  upon  the 
respective  merits  of  Tarious  inventioDS 
— a  responsibility  which  must  properly 
rest  upon  those  lyho  hare  the  control 
and  managemeat  of  railvays. 

IRELAND -COMMISSIONERS  OF  CHA- 
RITABLE DONATIONS  AND  BEaUESTS 
—"BELFAST  WHITE  LINEN  HALU" 
Mb.  BIOGAB  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  Will  he  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House,  Copies  of  all  Cor- 
respondence, had  from  4ih  December 
1884  to  25th  January  1886,  between 
John  Snffern,  of  Windsor,  Belfast,  and 
the  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Dona- 
tions and  Bequests  for  Ireland,  relative 
to  the  management  of  the  lands  and 
property  of  the  "Belfast  White  Linen 
Hull,"  a  charity  founded  and  established 
in  the  year  1783,  at  a  great  cost,  for  the 
encouragement  and  extension  of  the 
linen  trade;  also  Copies  of  all  Cor- 
respondence aud  Protests  and  State- 
ments had  between  the  Chamberlain, 
Chairman,  or  Committee  of  the  said 
"  Belfast  White  Linen  Hall "  and  the 
aaid  Commissioners,  and  the  said  John 
Sufteni,  relatire  to  the  management  of 
the  sold  charity  from  the  1  st  day  of  No- 
vember  1882  till  the  25th  day  of  January 
1886? 

The  CHIEF  8ECRETABY  (Mr. 
Jons"  MoRLKTf) :  A  correspondence  on 
this  subject  has  taken  place  between 
Mr.  Suffem  and  the  Commissioners  of 
Charitable  Donations  and  Beqnests ; 
and  if  the  hon.  Member  will  move  for  it 
in  due  form  there  is  no  objection  to  its 
production.  There  has  been  no  corre- 
spondence between  the  Commissioners 
and  the  Linen  Hall ;  and  if  any  has 
taken  place  between  the  Linen  Hall 
and  Hr.  Snffern  the  Qoremment  have 
no  control  orer  it,  and  are  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  produce  it.  The  hon.  Member 
should,  therefore,  confine  hie  Motion  to 
the  Correspondence  I  have  firet  men- 
tioned. 

SEA  AND  COAST  FISHERIES  (IRELAND) 
— GRIEVANCE  OF  THE  FOTLE 
FISHERMEN. 

Me.  JAMES  O'DOnERTY  asked  the 
OMef  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Whether 
the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  have 
reported,  on  the  complaints  of  the  Foyle 
fisnermeDf  with  respect  to  a  steamer 


which  the  lessees  of  the  Foyle  aud  Bann 
Fisherieesend  ont  at  night  withoutlighte 
among  their  boats ;  whether  oomj^laints 
have  been  made  by  the  fishermen  with  re- 
spect to  the  uncertain  boundary  between 
the  several  fisheries  in  the  Foyle  and 
the  sea  beyond;  and,  whether  he  will 
ask  fur  a  report  on  these  matters,  and 
lay  it  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECIiETAEY  (Mr. 
JoHM  Morlby)  :  Yes,  Sir ;  the  Inape^ 
tors  of  Fisheries  have  reported  on  these 
matters,  and  there  is  no  objection  to  the 
production  of  the  Keftort,  if  the  h<Hi. 
Member  will  move  for  it. 

EXCISK  —  COTTAGE  BREWING 
LICENCES. 

Mn.  EVERETT  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  he  will 
kindly  consider  the  practicability  of 
comjuying  with  the  wishes  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourers  that  the  cottage 
brewing  licences  shall  expire  in  April 
instead  of  September,  so  that  those  who 
cannot  afford  to  take  them  till  haytime 
in  May  or  June  may  be  able  to  enjoy 
the  use  of  them  for  all  the  year  instead 
of  for  only  a  small  portion  of  it,  as 
now  ? 

Mr.  JASPER  more  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  If  he  would 
consider  the  inequality  of  the  farmer 
with  a  large  house  and  small  farm 
having  to  pay  the  Private  Brewer's 
Duty,  whilst  the  farmer  with  a  small 
house  but  a  large  farm  pays  the  licence 
only;  aud,  whether,  considering  the 
small  sums  produced  to  the  Exchequer 
by  Private  Brewer's  Licences,  he  would 
consider  the  utility  of  aboliiJiing  them 
altogether  ? 

The  chancellor  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  William  Haroocet):  In 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Suffidk 
(Mr.  Everett;,  I  made  £ome  inquiry  about 
this  matter,  and  I  hope  something  ma.y 
be  done ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  pledge 
myself.  In  reference  to  the  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Shropshire  (Mr.  J. 
More),  there  is  considerable  difficulty 
about  the  first  part.  This  matter  was 
very  carefuUy  considered  at  the  time  the 
alteration  was  made  in  the  Malt  Tax, 
and  I  fear  I  cannot  propose  any  change 
in  that  direction.  As  to  the  second 
part  of  the  Question,  it  is  quite  tme  that 
the  sum  derived  from  these  Ucesoes  is 
very  small ;  but  then  we  have  to  oon- 
Bider  the  lufair  operation  whic^  this 
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would  hairs  upon  smaJU  lirowen.  At 
preeent  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  aboUah- 
xog  these  ItesDoea. 

OHUROH  OFENGLAND— CX)NVOOATION 
— *'  THE  HOUSE  OF  LAYMEN." 
Mb.  FIOTON  ftsked  the  Seoretery  of 
Btate  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther he  ia  aware  that  Hi>  Qrace  the 
Axchbiahop  of  Oanterbury  did,  on  the 
iBth  Instant,  while  the  two  Hoaees  of 
Oonvocation  were  sitting,  open  a  third 
House  in  the  Broad  Sanctuary,  giving 
it  the  title  of  the  *'  House  of  Laymen ; " 
whether,  in  his  opening  address  to  that 
House,  His  Grace  used  the  foUowing 
words,  as  reported  in  The  TVmm  r— 

"  The  Convocation  of  OanteAury  has  now, 
after  much  careful  dificuseioB,  requoBted  the 
Bishops  in  each  dioosM  of  tiie  Pronnee  to  cajl 
upon  tbo  lay  memWs  of  their  leveral  con- 
ferenoee,  who  are  themselveg  all  elected  by  the 
laity  of  the  parishes,  to  elect  a  House  of  Lay- 
men; " 

and,  whether  ihe  request,  mentioned  by 
the  Archbishop  as  adopted  aftra  careful 
disoussitm,  was  recorded  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  CoDTOcation  and  acted  upon 
without  licenoe  from  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen;  and,  if  so,  whether  any  authori- 
tative legal  opinion  was  previously  ob- 
tained as  to  the  consistency  of  any  such 
resolution,  or  order  or  ordinance,  with 
the  25th  Henry  VIII.,  c.  1 9,  where  it  ia 
enacted  that  the  clergy  shall  not 

"  Enact,  promulffB,  or  oxecate  any  canons, 
constitutions,  or  ordmances  provincial,  by  what- 
soever name  or  names  they  may  be  called,  in 
t^eir  convocations  in  time  oomiog  (which  always 
shall  he  awembled  by  authority  of  the  King's 
writ),  ualoes  th«  sams  olergy  may  have  the 
King's  Most  Boyal  Assent  and  licence  to  make, 
]ux>mulge,  and  execute  ouch  canons,  constitu- 
tions, and  ordinances  provincial  or  synodal,  on 
pain  of  every  one  of  the  clergy  doing  contrary 
to  this  Act,  and  b^ng  thereof  convict,  to  atiSer 
u^BODnunt  and  make  fine  at  the  King's 

CoiowEL WARING:  I  wish  also  to 
ask  tiie  right  hon.  Gentleman  another 
Question — namely,  whethw,  in  the  event 
of  ^e  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown  ad- 
vising Her  Ifajesty's  Government  that 
the  action  of  the  Archbishop  was  illegal, 
ik»  €K>Teniment  will  he  prepared  to 
hmg  in  a  Bill  to  l^alise  auoh  an 
altMation  ia  the  oonsUtution  of  Oonvo- 
eatidn  as  the  Archbishop  sought  to 
make,  thereby  facilitating  in  the  Church 
of '  Eo^nd  that  reform  from  within 
which  constitutes  the  sole  advantage 
derived  by  the  Irish  Ohnrch  firom  we 

T&$  ChmceUor  of  th»  I!xtik$gu$r 
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otherwise  nnmixed  disaster  of  diaestab- 
lishmentanddisendowment?  r  * '  Order  !"1 
AIb.  SEXTOIS':  As  a  Question  of 
Order,  I  wish  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 

whether  the  Question  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member,  like  the  former  Kotice 
given  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man, is  not  entirely  irregular  ? 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  last  part  of  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  and  gaUant  Mem- 
ber is  entirely  out  of  Order. 

The  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Cbildebb)  :  When  I  have  answered  the 
Question  on  the  Paper,  I  think  the  hon. 
and  gaUant Gentleman  will  not  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  put  his  Question.  In  reply  to 
my  hon.  Friend,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  have 
ascertained  that  the  Archbishop  dldj  at 
the  time  and  place  named,  open  a  meet- 
ing called  the  House  of  laymen ;  but 
the  Archbishop  did  not  open  a  third 
House  of  Convocation.  The  House  of 
Xiaymen  is  a  voluntary  body,  and  in  no 
sense  a  third  House.  The  Archbishop 
did  use  the  words  which  my  hon.  Friend 
quotes  ;  but  the  request  was  au  informal 
one,  and  was  not  recorded  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Convocation.  It  was  not 
proposed  to  promulgate  or  oxeoute  any 
ordinances  by  any  name  whatsoever,  so 
no  question  arose  as  to  their  legality. 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT  (lEELAKD)— 
IfR.  MIOHAEL  LTNOH,  BABNA. 
00.  GALWAT. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Is  it  the  fact  that  the  Recorder 
of  Galway  last  month  granted  to  Mr. 
Marcus  Lynch  a  decree  of  ejectment 
against  Michael  Carter,  of  Bama,  from 
his  holding  of  six  acres,  although  the 
rent  was  fully  paid  up ;  that  th.e  cause 
of  the  proposed  eviction  is  the  fact  that 
the  tenant,  who  holds  from  a  middle- 
man, got  his  rent  reduced  in  the  Land 
Court  from  £8  2«.  2d.  to  £5,  tiiis  beioe 
less  than  the  middleman  paid  the  head 
landlord  \  that  though  the  tenant  has 
always  paid  the  fair  rent  fixed  by  the 
Land  G^mmissionops,  the  county  court 
now  holds  that  to  escape  eviction  he  is 
bound  to  pay  the  higher  rent  daeby  tiie 
middleman,  in  spite  of  the  operation  of 
the  Land  Act ;  ave  the  ■  Government 
aware  that  analo^us  cases  have  pre- 
viously occurred  in  county  TVaterford 
and  elsewhere ;  do  they  propose  to  take 
any  steps  to  prevent  the  nulHficatiOIi  of 
file  Land  Act  oy  sach  pioosedings ;  and. 
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ia  it  intended  to  lend  the  forces  of  the 
Crown  to  the  landlord  to  eyict  Carter, 
whose  "fair  rent"  is  fully  paid,  and 
vlio  has  complied  with  all  the  conditions 
(>£  his  judicial  tenancy  under  the  Land 
Act? 

The  chief  SECRETAHY  (Mr.  Johw 
Morley):  The  Question  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  has  reference  to  a  sub- 
ject which,  no  doubt,  as  an  abstract  one, 
28  of  importance  to  tenants  holding 
under  middlemen ;  but  in  this  particular 
instance  I  am  informed  that  the  tenant 
has  appealed,  and  the  legal  rights  of  the 
parties  depend  upon  the  result  of  the 
appeal,  wMoh  will  be  disposed  of  next 
month. 

COURT  OP  BANKRUPTCY  (IRELAND)- 
THE  LATE  OFFICIAL  ASSIGNEE 
(MU.  C.  H.  JAMES}. 
■  Mr.  peter  M'DONALD  asked  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If 
the  Irish  Chief  Remembrancer  has  com- 
pleted his  investigations  into  the  ac- 
counts of  the  late  official  assignee  of  the 
Iri^  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  Mr-  Charles 
Henry  James;  and,  if  he  has  reported 
t^reon ;  and,  if  so,  will  the  report  be 
printed  and  ciroulated  iu  the  usual 
manner  ? 

The  SECRETAHY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY(Mr.  H.  H.  PV)wlee):  The  Trea- 
sury hare  been  informed  by  the  Trea- 
sury Remembrancer  of  Dublin  that  the 
inreetigation  of  the  accounts  of  the  late 
official  assignee  of  tho  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy would  be  completed  during  the 
mext  week.  Until  my  Lords  have  re- 
ceived and  considered  the  informatioQ 
thu9  obtained  they  cannot  state  what 
course  they  will  adopt  with  respect  to  it. 
As  I  h&ve  not  yet  seen  tho  Report,  I 
cannot  say  whether  it  can  be  laid  on  the 
Xable  of  me  House. 

Mb.  PETER  M'DONALD :  Might  I 
ask  tho  hon.  Gentleman  whether  this 
examination  has  not  been  going  on  for 
the  labt  eight  months  ? 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWI4EE:  I  have  no 
means  of  answering  that  Question. 

FARUAMENTART  ELECTIONS  ~  LIST 
OP  CLAIMS  TO  TOa%  OFTHE  DUBLIN 
PORT  AN1>  DOCKS  BOARD. 

Mb.  peter  M'DONALD  asked  the 
phief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  If  his  at> 
tention  has  been  dhiwn  to  the  manner 


in  which  the  revision  of  the  Dublin  Port 
and  Docks  Bo&vd  list  of  claims  to  Tota 
has  been  made,  suoh  revision  having 
been  begun  on  the  23rd,  instead  of,  as 
the  Act  directs,  "  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  first  day  of  November,"  the 
result  of  which  was  that,  before  it  was 
half  gone  through,  the  revising  bar- 
rister dosed  the  list,  stating  it  e^uuld  ba 
signed  on  the  SOth;  and,  if  the  present 
Iriah  authorities  purpose  taking  steps  to 
temedy  the  wvoag  so  done  to  the  traders 
and  manufaoturera  of  Dublin,  by  order- 
ing «  newrerinon  and  election  ?, 

Ml  MA0ABTNS)T:  Before. the  rijorht 
hon.  GenUeman  answers  ,  that  Question, 
I  would  like  to  ask  whether  it  is  a  fapt 
that  900  claims  put .  forward  by  th/9 
Nationalist  Party  were  disallowed ;  whe- 
ther many  of  the  so-called  claimants 
had  left  without  laaving  their  addresses ; 
whether  the  persooB  adrocating  such, 
claims  were  not  liable  under  the  64th 
section  of  the  Act  of  1867  to  fine;  and, 
whether  the  term  "traders  and  manu- 
facturers of  Dublin"  c-Duld  ni)t  at  all  be 
aaid  to  apply  to  f  heso  i)ert:i(nis  ? 

The  chief  SECEETARX(14r.  Joffl* 
Mobxj;y)-:  The.  hon.'  Xlbiiiber  opp6^i^ 
must  be  aware  t)iat  his  Quesnon  is*  0I& 
whicli  could  n^t  be  answdrisd  ^ifi!!^ 
Notice,  No  rej^resentation'  '"wha^Ver 
has  been  made  io  the  Irish  Goyei'ninent 
as  to  the  manner  in  wltlch  the' r^^^^^h 
was  carried  out.  8Iimild  any  auciiTOjtfS- 
sentation  be  mK'l".  il  will,  <ifcour.>o,  tq- 
ceive  careful  iittontiun  ;  ijut  tho  lion. 
Member  is  no  doubt  aware  that  the  Bo- 
vising  Barrister  is  appointed  by  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Qaeen'a  Benon,  and 
ia  not  under  the  control  of  Government. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPmG-THE  "MARY 
MARK." 

Mh.  W.  F.  LAWEBNOE  asked  the 
TTnder  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  it  is  the  case  that  the 
British  barque  il«ry  Iforit,  when  lying 
at  anchor  at  British  Hoddnras,  was  on 
9th  July  18S8  run  down  by  a  Spamisli 
man-of-war,  owing  to  the  sowj&egligenoe 
of  the  latter,  as  certified  by  a-  0(Htrt  of 
Inquiry  held  at  Belize  7th  August  1 883 ; 
that  the  claim  of  the  owners,  in  respect 
of  the  loss  thereby  sustained, -waa  sub- 
mitted to  the  Spanish  Government  by 
Her  Majesty's  Foteign  Office  in  Macoh 
1884,  but  that  up  to  thO'  present  no  00m  ■ 
pensation  has  been  aitmraed  ;  and,  what 
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steps  Her  Uajeety's  Foreign  Offioe  pro- 
pose to  t&ke  to  insure  the  prompt  Battle- 
ment of  the  reasonable  demands  of  the 
owners,  so  long  neglected? 

Thk  TTNDEB  secretary  op 
BTATfi  (Ur.  Bbyoe)  :  The  iacte  of  the 
ease  are  oorrectlj  stated  by  the  ban. 
Member ;  bat  it  must  be  added  that  the 
Spanish  GoTenmient  do  not  reeogniBo 
the  Buffideaey  of  the  inquiry  held  by 
Biitiah  authority  at  BeUse.  and  are 
proseonting  a  fordier  anresUgatioa  of 
their  ovn.  Sir  Glare  Pord,  Her  Ho- 
jesty'e  Minister  at  Madrid,  was  a«8ar«d, 
on  the  12th  ultimo,  that  the  case  would 
reoeire  immediate  consideration,  and  he 
ivill  continue  to  press  the  matter  on  the 
attention  of  the  Spanish  GoTemment. 

liAND  COMMISSION  OOtIRT  (IRELAND) 
—APPEALS. 
Mb.  MABT7M:  asked  Mr.  Ohanoellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  large  arrears  of 
appeal  oaaes,  in  reference  bo  fixing  fair 
rents,  now  depending  in  the  Land  Oom- 
miaaion  Courts  in  ueland,  and  undis- 
posed of,  amounting  to  nnae  10,000  in 
number;  and,  further,  to  the  great 
length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
proceedings  hare  been  initiated  by  some 
of  the  poor  tenantry  concerned,  and  the 
harassing  character  of  tbe  dilatory  pro- 
oeedings ;  for  instance,  in  the  oountr 
Carlow  appeal  cases :  —  Denis  Pack 
Beresford,  landlord,  Thomas  O'Neill, 
tenant  (Mr.  M.  M.  Murphy,  solicitor  for 
the_  tenant).  Eecord  No.  631.  That 
notice  to  hare  a  fkir  rent  fixed  was 
serred  on  the  21at  AprU  1883 ;  the  case 
was  heard  by  Sub-Oommission,  19th 
March  1B84,  and  rent  reduced  £78 
to  £63 ;  that  notice  of  appeal  was  served 
by  landlord  immediately  after ;  that  ap- 
peal was  listed  for  hearing,  Idth  July 
1886,  tenant  and  six  witnesses  brought 
to  Dublin  from  Slyguff,  county  Oarlow, 
serenly  miles,  kept  in  Dublin  for  two 
days,  and  appeal  not  heard  ;  that  appeal 
was  again  listed  on  29th  Jtdy  1S86,  and 
tenant  and  his  witnesses  had  again  to 

fo  to  Dublin,  but  the  ease  was  not 
eard ;  that,  pursuant  to  General  Order, 
Session  188V6,  there  will  be  no  sitting 
for  hearings  for  the  county  of  Carlow 
until  the  2nd  August  1886.  And,  again, 
in  the  case  of  ArUiur  M'Murrogh  Kava- 
niigh,  laiidlord,  Dinis  Doherty,  tenant 
(sMde  B0li0itor>.  Beoozd  Nv.  600. 
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originating  notice  was  serred,  18th.  May 
1883  ;  case  heard  on  5th  June  1884  by 
Sub- Commission  at  Bagenalstown,  and 
rent  fixed  at  £34,  old  rent  £48 ;  that 
nbtice  of  appeal  by  landlord  was  served 
on  the  20th  June  1884,  and  the  case  has 
never  been  listed  for  hearing  by  the 
Appeal  Court;  and,  wbether  Her  Mfr' 
jesty'a  GoTomment  is  prqiared  to  make 
immediate  provision  for  this  state  of 

things?   

Tbb  chief  SEOBETABY  (Mr.  JoHir 
Morlet)  :  I  have  not  been  able  to  go 
folly  into  the  subject  of  the  arrears  ef 
appeal  cases  b^ore  fcbe  Land  Commis- 
sion. I  should  observe,  however,  that 
the  niunber  of  cases  at  present  undis- 
posed of  is  about  8,000.  As  regards  the 
particular  easM  referred  to,  it  appears 
that  in  both  instances  the  stppeal  is  hy 
the  landloxd.  It  is  fair,  therefore,  to 
assume  that  the  tenants  are  not  dissatis- 
fied with  the  judicial  rentg,  which,  I 
believe,  are  considered  to  be  the  rents 
they  are  liable  for  pending  the  hearing  of 
the  appeals.  The  delay  and  expense  due 
to  a  case  not  being  reached,  or  having 
to  be  postponed  for  one  cause  or  another, 
are,  I  fear,  inevitable  when  the  sittings 
at  different  places  have  to  be  fixed  some 
time  in  advance.  I  am  assured  that  the 
Land  CommisdoBOrs  use  ere^  eScnt  to 
dispose  of  all  the  oases  on  their  liata. 

CBIME  AND  OUTBAOB  (Ifi£I.A2n>)-FXC. 
TITIOUS  OUTRAaBS,  MOVILtB,  CO. 
DONEOAIi. 

Me.  JAMES  O'DOHERTY  asked  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  Whether 
the  police  at  Moville,  county  Donegal, 
have  discovered  that  the  author  of  cer- 
tain outn^es  reported  to  them  by  one 
Caldwell  Moore  (earetaVer  fbr  a  loe^ 
landlord  there)  Is  Moore  himself ;  whe- 
ther Moore,  having  been  summoned 
therefor,  failed  to  appear  to  answer  the 
charge,  and  a  warrant  has  been  issued 
for  his  arrest ;  whether  Moore  has  been 
since  made  amenable ;  and,  whether 
care  will  be  tt^en  to  exclude  Moore's 
reported  outrages  from  the  forthcoming 
return  of  agrarian  crime  in  Ireland  ? 

The  chief  SECEETARY  (Mr.  Jons 
MoBLBY):  The  facts  are  as  stated.  Moore 
was  convicted  at  Petty  Sessions  on  the 
2nd  instant,  and  sent  to  prison  fdr  14 
days  in  def&ult  of  paying  a  flne-of  ^I. 
Tbe  case  was  not  yepOTtea  by  ttie  |><jlice 
wan  outmg^.  ' 
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KEPRESENTATION  OP  THE  PEOPLE 
(IRELAND)  AOT  (I884}-DEFECTIVE 
EETUENS. 

Ma.  CLANCY  aslted  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  tlie  Lord  Lieutenant  o£  Ireland, 
AVhethw  it  is  a  fact  that,  laat  year,  a 
pdrson  named  Townaend,  agmt  of  Sir 
Boger  Palmer,  baronet,  failed  to  make 
a  return,  which  he  was  bound  to  make 
under  the  "Bepresentation  of  People 
Act,  1884,"  o£  the  names  of  neariytwo 
hundred  Parliamentary  vote's  in  the 
district  of  Bueb,  county  of  Dublin ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  en- 
force the  penalties  proTided  by  the  Aot 
against  Towneend  ? 

Thk  chief  secretary  (Mr.  Jora 
Morley)  :  I  am  informed  that  Mr. 
Townsend  did  omit  to  make  the  Return 
provided  for  by  the  Representation  of 
the  People  Act,  1884,  I  will  consult 
my  right  hou.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  as  to 
whether  a  prosecution  should  be  inatl- 
tttted,  and,  if  so,  by  whom. 

LAXrSLORO  AND  TENANT  aBELAND}— 
MH.  H.  H'DOUGAIL,  AGENT  TO 
THE    GORMANSTOWN  ESTATE, 
CO.  MEATH. 
Miu  CLANCY  adced  the  Chief  Seoro* 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
"Whether  Henry  M'Dougall,  agent  of 
the  GK>rmauBtowa  estate  in  the  county 
of  Meath,  recovered  money  under  the 
Arrears  Act  when,  us  a  matter  of  fact, 
no  arrears  due  on  that  estate; 

whether,  when  called  on  for  an  explana* 
tion,  he  practically  admitted  his  offenoe 
by  ra-funding  the  numey  in  one  oasa  in 
which  he  had  obtained  it  on  an  ex  parte 
application  made  in  spite  of  the  tenant's 
renisal  to  join  in  applying ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  acoordingly  direct  a  pro- 
aecutiou  of  M'DougoJl,  either  under  the 
■oction  of  the  Arrears  Act  which  is  gon- 
oerned  with  suc^  cases,  or  for  perjury  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
Mobut)  :  Applications  undjsr  the  Ar- 
rears Aot  were  made  in  the  case  of  20 
tenanta  on  the  Gormaostown  Estate; 
and.  in  one  case  the  tenant  was  stated 
by  the  f^ent,  Mr.  M'Dougall,  to  owe  a 
half-year's  rent,  £3  10*.,  whioh,  as  a 
mattev  of  fact,  had  been  paid.  Mr. 
M'Dougall  was  called  on  ta  es^lain  this 
ia  November  lost  ^  and  his  explaEattcn 
was,  tind  i^  that  the  ^ymeqt  of  the 
lent  had  aot  been  written  up  in  the 
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ledger  by  his  eIerk-»«wlio  was  IsaTing 
him  at  the  time—tfaat  ha  had  1,349 
tenants  under  him  as  agent;  who  took 
the  benefit  of  the  Act,  and  that,  as  there 
was  pressuxe  for  time;  the  payment 
escaped  attention.  He  has  refunded 
the  sum  paid  by  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners, and  has  givesi  the  tenant  credit 
for  half  a  year's  rent.  I  am  advised 
that,  on  this  information,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  evidence  of  a  criminal  in- 
tent on  Mr.  M'Dougali's  part ;  but,  if  a 
ease  is  made,  the  Attorney  Qenaral  will 
considsr  it. 

Ms.  CLANCY  asked,  whether  10  such 
oases  regarding  Mr.  M'Dougall  had  aot 
been  laid  before  the  late  Attovneiy  Gone- 
ral  (Mr.  Holnes)  ? 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY  soid,  he  could 
not  be  aware  of  that  fact. 

AFFAIB8  OF  THE  EASX^IR  H.  DRUU- 
UQND  WOLFFS  MISSION. 

Mb.  BBADLAHaH  aaha&the  Undsor 
Seerrtary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfEsirs, 
To  state  the  total  amount  of  aotnal  p^- 
ments  for  telegrams  to  and  from  Sir  H. 
D.  Wolff,  distill  guishing  those  to  and 
from  Turkey  and  to  and  from  !E^pt. 
He  further  asked  if  it  was  the  iDtectioa 
of  the  (JoTemmeat  to  take  the  Vote 
for  the  Diplomatic  Service  thai  night  P 

Mb.  RYLANDS  inquired  whether 
arrangements  had  been  made  to  pay 
Sir  H.  Do-ammond  Wolff  aay  salary  or 
personal  allowances  ia  oottneotioa  with 
his  mission  ? 

The  under  SECRETAHT  o» 
STATE  (Mr.  BbTce):  In  answer  to 
the  hon.  M eaiber  for  Bnrnl^  ^Mr.  Sy- 
lands),  I  may  say  that  the  Estimates,  I 
think,  will  show  that  Sir  H.  DrummoAd 
Wolff  iainxeofiiptof  asalaiy.  In  reply 
to  the  Questioa  of  the  hon.  Mjember  n» 
Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  I  have 
to  say  that  the  cost  of  the  telegrams 
sent  from  the  Foreign  Offioe  to  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  at.  Constantiflteple 
amounted  to  £163,  and  to  Cairo,  up  to 
the  20th  instant^  to.  £607.  The  cost  of 
the  telegrams  received  fVom  BLr  H. 
Drununon4  Wolff  while  at  Oonstantt- 
uo^e  amounted  to  £68d,  and  foom 
Cairo,  up  to  the  20th  instant,  to  about 
£2,d07>  The  total  amount,  therefore; 
up  to  the  20th  iosdiant,  was  £3,d64.  • 

Mb.  BYLANDS  aakad  what  was  the 
amount  o£  Sis  H.  Dtuxtmond- Wolff^a 
a»kry,  asit  vasaot  tthovn  iatihe  Bstt- 
. mates?  . -.i 
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Hb.  SFEAKBB:  The  question  of 
salary  does  not  Mite  oat  of  tbe  «ost  for 

telegrams. 

TREATY. 

Uk.  H'ABTHUR  asked  tbe  Under 
Secretary  <^  State  for  Foreogn  Affair^ 
Whetber  Her  Majesty's  GoTerBioeat 
have  received  tbe  full  Malagasy  text  of 
tbe  Treaty  lartely  eenoluded  befcweeo 
France  T and  Madagascar;  and*  if  so, 
wbefchn  he  vill  lay  thai  dommeDt,  to* 
getheor  with  a  tr»alati<Hi,  on  the  Table 
of  the  House,  vith  as  little  delay  as 
possible  ? 

Sib  BOBEBT  FOWLEB  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  the  new  Treaty  con- 
cluded between  France  and  Madagascar 
will  in  any  way  change  tbe  relatione  of 
England,  Germany,  Italy,  and  the  United 
States  with  tbe  Malagasy  Government, 
or  otherwise  affect  tbe  existing  Treaties 
between  those  Powers  and  the  Queen  of 
Madagascar  ? 

The  UNDEE  SEOEETAEY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bryoe)  :  Tbe  French  text 
of  tbe  Treaty,  as  it  has  been  published 
in  the  Yellow  Book  laid  before  the 
firenoh  Obambo',  has  been  receired 
from  Lord  Lyons,  and  will  be  laid  on 
the  Table;  but  neither  Uie  Malagasy 
text  nor  a  translation  of  it  has  as  yet 
been  received.  In  reply  to  the  Question 
of  the  hon.  Baronet  Ihe  Member  for  the 
City  of  London,  I  may  now  state  that 
by  that  Treaty  the  relations  with  Mada- 
gascar of  the  Powers  named  wilt  be  so 
far  changed  by  Arlitles  1  and  2  of  the 
Treaty  as  to  give  to  France  tbe  right 
of  representing  Madagascar  in  all  its 
foreign  relations  through  a  Besident 
^pointed  by  the  French  Qoremment. 
Distinct  assurances  have  been  given  by 
France  to  the  Powara  that  the  Treaty 
will  make  no  change  in  their  existing 
Treaties  with  Madagascar. 

NAVT-HAtn^OWLlKE  DOCK  (CORK 
HAHBOUE). 
Mb.  lane  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  At  what  date  the  con- 
struction of  the  Boyal  Dock  at  Haul- 
bowline  was  commenced ;  what  was  the 
total  amount  of  expenditure  on  tbe 
work  up  to  tbe  3Ut  Decembor  1€85 ; 
what  was  the  drigroBl  efatims^ed  ooet; 
'  whether  the  plans pravided  ffwtbeeveo- 
ti<Hi  <ji  sfiitabld  moAAa^  ticnmeetcdr 
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with  the  dock ;  and,  whether*  oonsider- 
ing  the  importance  of  having  a  proper 
dock  in  Cork  Harbour  in  which  Her 
Majesty's  ships  could  be  repaired,  and 
the  great  dearth  of  employment  ia 
Queenstown,  he  can  promise  to  acce- 
lerate the  oompleUon  of  the  work  by 
employing  additional  labourers  and  ar- 
tixans? 

Thk  LOBD  of  thb  ADMIBALTT 
(Mr.  B.  W.  DuFf ) :  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member,  I  oaTe  to  say  that  the 
work  waa  oommenoed  ia  the  yefir 
1865,  and  the  expenditure  up  to  the 
3l8t  December,  1885,  amounted  to 
£494,845,  Ihe  work  having  been 
chiefly  done  by  free  labour.  The  ori- 
ginal plans,  which  proposed  the  em- 
ployment of  convict  labour,  estimated 
the. cost  at  £650,000.  The  origina]  plan 
contains  a  design  for  the  erection  of 
workshops;  but  the  time  has  not  yet 
some  when  they  are  wanted.  In  re- 
gard to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Ques- 
tion, I  beg  to  say  £at  the  works  are 
drawing  to  a  close.  To  engage  extra 
labourets  just  now  would  defeat  the  ob- 
ject which  the  bon.  Member  appears  to 
have  in  view. 

Mft.  LANE:  Might  I  ask  the  hon. 
Gtentlaman  when  he  thinks  it  will  be 
neeessuy  to  oommeace  the  workshops  ? 

Mb.  B.  W.  duff  :  I  think  tbe  erec- 
tion of  the  workshops  will  have  to  be 
delayed  till  the  Dockyard  is  completed. 

Mb.  lane  :  Might  I  ask  what  time 
the  bon.  Gentleman  thinks  tbe  work 
will  be  completed,  considering  that  it 
has  now  been  22  years  in  progress  ? 

Me.  B.  W.  duff  i  I  think  the  work 
will  be  QOQipleted  in  the  loeuree  of  the 
preeeat  year. 

FISHERY  HERS  AND  HARBOTJES  (IRE- 
LAND) —  WORKS  AT  KILLEfiDUFF 
AND  POLNAKUCK,  CO.  MATO, 
Ma.  OBILLY  asked  the  Chief  Seora- 
taiy  to  tlie  Linrd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  «  fact  that,  early  in  1885, 
the  Irish  Piers  and  Harbours  Commis- 
sioners made  grants  of  '£1,250  and 
£400  for  the  coostruction  reepectiv^y 
of  a  boat-slip  and  breakw^erat  Killer- 
duff,  and  of,  an  inclined .  approach  to 
the  laodiBg^  place  at  Polnamuck^  both 
in  the  >  parish  of  Ball^oastle,  county 
Mayo;  •  whether  it  i&.a  fact  tl^ati  .al- 
thou^  nearly  a  yeajc  ha^  expired,  ths 
Beaffd  of  Works  in  Ireland  has,  not  as 
yet  even  oommenoed  the  oonstrupii^iDL  «f 
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the  works  in  question  ;  and,  whether,  if 
the  faofa  be  ae  stated,  ho,  in  view  of  the 
severe  clistress  existing  on  the  Western 
Ooast,  will  use  his  influence,  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Works,  to  hasten 
the  beginning  of  tliese  undertakings, 
vhidi  would,  by  providing  loot^  labour, 
relieve  local  distress,  and  whieh  would, 
when  they  were  finished,  adrance  the 
interests  and  proteot  tbe  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  the  local  fishermen  ? 

The  CHIEP8E0RETABT(Hr.  Johw 
Moalky)  :  The  hon.  Member,  in  de- 
scribing me  as  President  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  invests  me  with  a  responsibility 
which  I  do  not  possess.  That  Depart- 
ment is  under  the  control  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  not  of  the  Irish  Government. 
However,  the  Board  have  furnished  me 
with  a  Report,  from  which  it  appears 
that  tbe  recommendations  of  the  Piers 
and  Harbours  Commissioners  in  these 
cases  were  made,  not  early  in  1885,  but 
in  the  month  of  July  last,  and  that  the 
working  plans  and  neoessflo-y  legal  pre- 
liminanes  were  not  completed  till  to- 
wards tbe  end  of  the  year.  There  will 
be  no  unnecessary  delay  in  beginning 
work.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  add 
that,  in  view  of  the  existing  distress, 
the  Board  have  departed  from  the 
usual  course  of  calling  for  tenders,  and 
have  ordered  that,  in  17  cases,  the 
works  shall  be  executed  by  day-labour, 
under  the  supervision  of  their  own 
offioers. 

XHfi  ADMIRALTY  — 

Captain  PRICK  asked  the  Secretai^ 
to  the  Admiralty,  Whether,  haviAg  re- 
gard to  the  difficulty  in  providing  Green- 
wich Hospital  pensions  for  the  ^  aged 
Seamen  and  Ifarioes  who  aro  eligible 
for  them,  the  Admiralty  will  abstain 
from  bestowing  the  pension  of  £lfiO  a 
year,  freed  by  the  death  of  the  late 
Admiral  Uor^ead,  upon  another  Flag 
Officer? 

Tjie  loud  op  the  admiralty 
(Mr.  E.  W.  DtTFv) :  There  is  no  inten- 
tion to  deprive  officers  of  their  share  of 
Greenwich  Hospital  funds.  This  share 
is  a  small  one,  officers  and  their  rela- 
tives receiving  between  £8,000"  and 
£9,000  a-year;  While  seamen,  marines, 
their  chSfdren,  and  rehitire*  teceivo 
£143,000  a-year  from  the  ftinds  of  'tHe 
'darlty.  ■  • "  ' 


POUCS  SUP£RAN^UA';'I0}7  AND 
PENSIONS  BILL. 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBET80N 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  l^e 
Home  Department,  If  it  is  his  intention 
to  introdace  the  Police  BuperannuaUon 
and  Pensions  Bill  of  the  Uai  labeiid 
Govomment  during  the  present  SasBion  f 

Thi  BEORETAItY  of  STATB  (Mr. 
OmcDEKs) :  I  hare  to  veply  that  ths 
Government  are  still  in  mvonr  of  th« 
prlnoiple  of  this  Bill,  which  they  have 
snpported  for  the  lasrt  three  years.  I 
therefore  hope  to  be  able  to  re-introduee 
a  measure  dealing  with  this  subject: 
but  there  are  oertain  details  in  the  Bill 
of  last  year  which  will  have  to  be  r^ 
considered. 

DI3TUBBAK0ES  TS  THE  MEnSOFOLlS-- 

CX)MPElfSATIOir. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
If  he  will  indicate  the  mode  by  which 
compensation  will  be  made  to  the  trades- 
men who  were  sufferers  in  the  riot  of 
the  8th  instant,  for  the  destruction  and 
robbery  to  which  they  were  exposed  from 
no  fault  of  their  own  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (.Mr. 
CniLDEBs) :  In  reply  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  have  to  say  that  a  Bill  has 
been  drafted,  and  will  be  introduced 
immediately,  enacting  that  such  com- 
pensation as  seems  just  shall  be  jnnvided 
out  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  fond  to 
those  who  have  suffered  loss  through  the 
riots  on  the  8th  of  February.  The 
various  claims  will  be  inquired  into  by 
the  Receiver  of  Police ;  and  in  the  event 
of  dispfite  an  arbitrator  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  decide  upon  the  claims.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  introduce  the  Bill  to- 
morrow. 

Mb.  MAGNIAC  asked,  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  include  in 
the  Bill  the  case  of  persons  whose  pro- 
perty was  destroyed  at  the  late  General 
Election  ? 

Mb.  OHILDERS  :  No,  Sir ;  it  is  not 
our  intention  to  do  so. 

HABBOUE  ACCOIUIQDATION  (SORHH 
OF  SCOTLAND). 
Db.  M'DONALD  asked  the  Presi- 
drartof-theBoatdof  Tradb,  If  any  is - 
qmtx  has  taken  fAae^  on  the  subjsot  of 
new  and)  ivpnxred  harbour  aocommoda- 
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Hon  tot  the  ialands  of  IjertrfB  and  Bkye, 
and  for  the  Highlands  gerterally ;  and, 
if  80,  when  may  the  House  hope  to  have 
a  report  thereof,  and  hear  the  intentions 
of  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  on  the 
snbjeot? 

Tex  SEORETATIY  to  the  BOAED 
OP  TEADE  (Mr.  0.  T.  D.  Aclaito)  :  No 
iaqniiy  has  been  made  on  the  suhject 
of  hsarboor  aocommodation  since  the 
gftnenl  inquiry  made  in  the  lastPariia- 
ment  by  the  SMOot  Oommittee  presided 
over  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
bra I^BerwickBhire(Mr.MarioribankB). 

SOOTLA^^ADMINISTRATIOK  OF  JITS- 
TIOB  IN  THE  HIGHLANDS  AND 

ISLANDS. 
Db.  B.  H'DONALD  asked  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  If  the  Government  will 
adTise  Her  Majesty  to  appoint  a  Hoyal 
Oonunission  or  Select  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  administration  of  justice 
in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scot- 
land? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  :  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
OoTomment  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to 
appoint  a  Boyal  Commission  to  inquire 
into  this  matter,  no  sufficient  cause  for 
it  having  been  shown.  I  would  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  in  the  Koport 
of  the  Crofters'  Commission,  1884,  there 
was  a  passage  which  deals  with  this 
matter,  and  which  has  been  fully  kept 
in  view. 

THS  MAaiSTKACY  (SOOTLAND)— MB. 
WILLIAMIVOEY,  SHEBIFFOFINVBK- 
NESS-SHIBE. 

Dr.  R.  M'DONALD  asked  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  If  any  inquiry  has  been 
made  into  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  alleged  illegal  demands  of 
Sheriff  Ivory,  of  Inverness-shire,  to  have 
the  contents  of  private  telegrams  dis- 
dMed  to  him;  and,  if  so,  will  the 
papers  and  memoranda  in  reference 
thereto  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  ? 

The  loud  ADVOCATE  fMr.  J.  B. 
Baxxoub)  :  I  will  refer  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  the  answer  given  by  the  then 
Postmaster  General  and  myself  on  the 
8th  of  June,  1885,  on  this  subject,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  we  did  not 
consider  there  was  ground  for  farther 
inqniry  beyond  what  was  then  made ; 
and  also  to  a  stetement  nnide  in  this 

Dr.  S,  JtJhnald 
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House  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  late  Government  on  10th  July 
last,  in  which  he  said  that  *'  no  new 
information  baring  reached  the  present 
Ch)vernment,  the  Secretary  of  State  did 
not  see  any  ground  for  re-opening  the 
case."  Nothing  has  since  occurred  to 
alter  the  views  thus  expressed  on  the 
part  of  two  suoeessive  Gtovemments.  1 
believe  that  there  are  various  doouments 
wMeh  have  been  called  affidavits  con- 
nected with  the  ease. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  OFFICERS— THE  SER- 
VIAN AND  BULGARIAN  CAMPAIGN. 

SiE  TREVOR  LAWRENCE  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
any  officers  of  the  Army  Medical  Service 
have  been  sent  to  report  upon  the 
surgical  treatment  of  the  wounded,  and 
the  working  of  the  field  hospitals,  in  the 
recent  Servian  and  Bulearian  War; 
and,  if  so,  whether  their  Report  will  be 
published  f 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Campbell  -  BANNERitAii)  :  No  British 
medical  officers  have  been  sent  to  report 
on  the  campaign  between  Servia  and 
Bulgaria. 

POST  OTPIOE-THB  UlSTVERSITIES. 

Mb.  SHIBLErr  asked  the  Seoretaty 
to  the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is  the  fact 
that  the  Post  Office  Authorities  have  in- 
terfered with  the  long-continued  prac- 
tice of  the  colleges  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge to  send  messages  vithiu  their 
localities  respectively ;  and,  if  so,  whe- 
ther there  is  any,  and  what,  justification, 
for  the  interference  7 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY ( Mr.  H.  H.  Eowleb)  :  The  atten- 
tion of  the  Postmaster  General  having 
been  called  to  certain  private  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Colleges  for  the  col- 
lection and  delivery  of  letters  in  their 
respective  localities,  he  was  advised  that 
these  arrangementswere  illegal,  as  bein^ 
an  infringement  of  the  exclusive  pri- 
vilege of  carrying  letters  by  post  con- 
ferred on  him  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
It  wa^  therefore*  incumbent  upon  the 
Postmaster  General  to  inform  the  Col- 
lege authorities  to  that  efTect,  and  to 
request  that  the  arrangements  objected 
to  might  1  e  discontinued.  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  the  Postmaster  General's 
representations  were  received  in  the 
spirit  which  might  hare  been  expected 
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in  the  Isarned  bodies  to  which  Uiey  were 
addroBsod,  and  steps  hare  been  taken 
to  put  an  end  to  the  pnctioes  to  which 
objection  was  made.  , 

Mb.  BAIKES  gave  Kotioe  that  he 
would,  at  an  early  date,  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  what  Act  of  Parliament  con- 
ferred the  privilege  to  which  he  had 
referred  ? 

AEUY— THE  SOUDAN  CAMPAiaW— THE 
BOTAL  HUBH  BEGIUENT. 
Sm  HEBBEBT  HAXWEUi  asked 
the  Sectretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 

it  is  intended  to  give  any  special  recog- 
nition to  the  Boyal  Irish  Begiment  to 
commemorate  their  march  from  Korti  to 
Gubat,  which  began  on  the  28th  January 
1885  and  was  completed  6th  February, 
eeoiDg  that  it  was  the  only  regiment 
which  acoomplished  it  ? 

The  8E0BETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Oampbell-Banneeman)  :  The  Boyal  Irish 
Begiment,  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
regiments,  did  its  duty  well  in  the  course 
of  the  campaign.  It  is  not  intended  to 
give  any  mark  of  recognition  to  the  re- 
giment, as  the  services  of  all  the  troops 
engaged  in  the  operations  were  specially 
achaowledged.   

Sib  H^CBEBT  MAXWEIjL  asked 
if  the  regiment  had  not  performed  a 
very  gallant  march  across  the  desert  on 
foot? 

Mb.  OAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  :  I 
do  not  know  about  on  foot  or  otherwise  ; 
but  the  whole  of  that  regiment  was  not 
engaged  in  the  operations. 

HiB  HEBBEBI  MAXWELL:  One 
battalion. 

INLAND  KEVENTTE  OFFICIALS. " 

Sib  HEEBEET  MAXWELL  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther any  consideration  will  be  given  to 
the  representations  made  during  the  late 
Parliament  on  behalf  of  the  Inland  He- 
venue  offioials ;  and,  whether  the  Qo< 
vemmeni  will  consent  to  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  alleged 
grievancee  ? 

THBOHANCEIXOBoFTttE  EXCHE- 
OUEB  (Sir  William  Habooubt)  said, 
that  this  matter  had  not  come  before 
him,  and  he  should  certainly  aot  upon 
the  same  principles  as  hia  inmediate 
Fredeceesor,  who  declined  to  ze-open 
tiiSs  .question  unless  new  points  or  new 
evidence  were  hrought  before  him.  Last 
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December,  howerar,  it  had  beeai  fbiuid 
possible,  owinff  to  savings  in  ether 
branches  of  the  Inland  Bevenue,  to  im- 
prove very  sensibly  the  condition  of  the 
Excise  sta^,  and  Papers  on  the  subject 
would  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Sib  HEEBEET  MAXWELL  asked 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware 
that  the  ofiQ.cer8  of  the  Treasury  had 
bound  themselves  to  accept  the  decision 
of  any  Committee  which  might  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  House  ;  and  whetiier  it 
was  not  in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
recollection  that  when  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  representation  of  Derby  he 
did  not  undertake  in  writing,  if  he  (Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell)  were  not  mistaken,  to 
support  a  Motion  for  inquin^  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HABCOimT :  I 
really  have  no  recollection  of  that;  but 
candidates  and  Chancellors  of  the  Ex- 
chequer are  very  different  persons. 

THE  LUNACY  COMMISSIONEES  (ENG- 
LAND AND  SCOTLAND]— THE 
BEPORTS. 

Mb.  W.  J.  OOEBET  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  inconvenience  caused  by  the  delay  in 
issuing  the  Beports  of  the  English  and 
Scotch  Lunacy  Oommissioners ;  whether 
it  is  the  case  that  they  are  never  ready 
for  distribution  until  the  month  of 
August,  when  the  Session  has  ended,  or 
nearly  so,  and  that  lost  year  the  Scotch 
Beport  was  not  ready  till  September; 
and,  whether  there  is  any  speoial  reason 
why  Uiese  Beports,  whidi  are  prepared 
annually  on  set  forms  that  never  vary 
materially,  could  not  be  issued  while 
the  facts  are  firesh,  say  in  at  least  three 
or  four  months  after  the  «xpiration  of 
the  year  ? 

The  SEUBETABT  op  STATE  (Mr. 
CoiLDBRs) :  I  have  been  in  communica- 
tion with  tbe  English  and  Scotch  Com- 
missioners on  the  subject  of  the  issue  of 
their  Beports.  Tbe  former  tell  me  that, 
owing  to  the  data  for  the  tabulation  of 
statistics  not  being  to  hand  till  the  end 
of  March,  they  cannot  promise  an  ear- 
lier issue  of  their  full  Beport ;  but  they 
will  undertake  to  have  ready  by  the 
end  of  April  for  presentation  to  Parlia- 
ment a  tabular  statement  showing  the 
total  number  of  lunatics^  in  various  in- 
stitutions up  to  the  beginning  of  each 
year.   The  Scotch  OomimiSBionecs  tell 
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their  Report  ia  future  by  tiia  niddle  of 

THE  NEW  FOBEBST— MUTILATION  OF 
HOLLY  THEBS. 

Hr.  W.  H.  JAMES  asked  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is 
the  fact  that  a  nrholeaale  mutilation  of 
large  and  ornamental  holly  trees  has 
taken  place  throughout  the  New  Forest 
during  November  and  December  last, 
by  cutting  off  the  heads  for  sale  with 
the  berries ;  by  whose  authority  and  by 
whom  this  has  been  done ;  what  precau- 
tions have  been  takeu  to  prevent  the 
death  of  the  trees  so  mutilated  ;  what  fs 
the  total  amount  receivable  from  the 
sale  of  such  holly ;  and,  whether  a  Select 
Committee  of  this  House  unanimously 
recommended,  in  1875,  that  the  ancient 
ornamental  woods  and  trees  should  be 
preserved,  and  the  character  of  the 
scenery  be  maintained,  by  the  officials 
in  charge  of  the  said  Forest  ? 

Thb  SEOBETABT  to  thb  TREA- 
STJBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fovleb),  in  reply, 
said,  that  no  unusual  cutting  of  the  trees 
had  taken  place  during  the  last  season. 
The  cutting  was  executed  under  the 
direction  of  the  proper  authorities,  and 
as  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  trees  no 
steps  would  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  The 
amount  which  had  been  realized  from 
the  sale  of  the  cuttings  was  £142  3«. 
With  reference  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  S^eet  Committee  that  the  oma- 
mentfld  trees  should  be  preserved,  they 
were  endeavouring  to  cany  it  out ;  but 
the  authorities  had  not  the  powers  they 
required  tat  the  purpose. 

ABUT  {SIDE  AltHS)— TENDimS  FOR 
SWORDS. 

Mr.  MAPPIN  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  What  steps  have  been 
taken  to  obtain  the  entire  quantity  of 
Cavalry  swords  from  manufacturers  of 
steel  cutting  tools  ia  this  country  ;  whe- 
ther tenders  for  the  supply  of  Cavalry 
swords  were  sdverlssed  for  in  Th«  Timtt 
and  other  newspapers;  and,  whether 
applications  have  been  made  during 
1885,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  to  manu- 
facturers of  steel  cutting  tools  in  Eng- 
land, and  how  many  such  applications 
were  made  and  sent  to  Shemeld,  Bir- 
mingham, or  other  tovns  '  in  this 
eoutttryf 

J6-.  ChOtUra 


Teh  gUEVBYOB  QEN^EtAX  or 

OEDNANCE  (Mr..Wopn*iJ.) :  No  steps 
were  taken  to  invite  the  manufaoturers 
of  steal  cnttiuff  tools  to  tender  for  the 
supply  of  svoras.  The  sword  of  1885, 
introduced  upon  the  Heport  of  the  Coob- 
mittee  of  which  the  hQn.  f^hsntieaian  was 
a  Member,  has  to  sustain  a  teat  in  ad- 
vance of  any  to  which  swords  had 
hithMto  been  subjected  by  the  War  De- 
partment; and  it  was  not  conudered 
probable  that  weapons  which  would 
stand  sueh  a  t^  could  be  produced  in 
sufficient  numbers,  by  firms  whinh  had 
never  made,  awords.   For  what  were  ret- 

Sarded  as  sufficient  reasons,  it  was  not 
lought  advisable  to  advertise  the  re- 
quirements ;  but  the  Department  irill 
gladly  welcome  any  deure  of  English 
manufviturers  to  address  themselves  to 
the  task  of  producing  the  whole  quan- 
tity of  swords  from  time  to  time  re- 
qntred  ;  and  if  my  hon.  Friend  will  con- 
^r  with  me  on  the  subject  1  will 
undertake  to  afford  him  all  reasonable 
facilities  and  enconragement. 

CHURCH  OF    ENGLAND  —  OOXWOLD 
EBOTORT  AND  TRmiTT  COLLEGE, 
CAMBRIDGE. 

Sm  HOBEKT  peel  asked  the  Senior 
Member  for  Cambridge  17nii;ecaitgr, 
Whethw  it  is  a  fact  th«t,  under  a  grant 
of  Henry  YIU.  and  after  l^e  disso^on 
of  the  BConastery  at  Newburgb,  the 
IReotory  of  Coxwold,  Torkshire,  which 
had  belonged  to  that  Monastery,  was 
given  to  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
under  the  eacredobligatioa  of  providing 
for  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  parishioners ; 
whether  the  present  state  of  things  as 
between  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
and  the  parish  of  Cozwotd  is  as  follows : 
Trinity  College  is  possessed  of  the  Beo- 
tory,  which  comprises  the  whole  eccle- 
siastical revenues  of  the  parish,  of  the 
annual  value  of  £1,678  18f.  8^.  com- 
muted rent-ohar^,  under  the  sacred  ob- 
ligation of  providing  for  the  spiritoal 
wants  of  the  people  of  the  parish,  which 
obligation  the  College  disdiaraes  bjthe 
annual  money  payment  of  £30,  tiiere 
being  no  parsonage  house  in  the  parish, 
no  glebe  land,  and  no  other  endowment 
except  £20  per  annum  from  the  Gover- 
nors of  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  while  tiie 
parish  is  so  extensive  that  it  is  in^>os- 
sible  for  one  clergyman  propsody  to  ifis- 
chairge  his  duties  without  aasiBtanes; 
and;  whether  steps  oftBttot  beiahe»wifth- 
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out  d«lay  kb  pnt  an  end  to  ^  bef^eot  on 
the  part  of  Trinity  Odllegd  to  fulfil  the 
obligatione  accepted  by  the  College 
when  it  became  possessed  of  th«  whole 
ecclBsiaBtical  reTenues  of  the  paristi  of 
Ooxwold  ? 

Mb.  SPBAEBB  :  I  am  rery  sorry  to 
have  to  point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net that  under  the  Bules  of  the  House 
he  is  not  entitled  to  put  a  Question  to 
an  hon.  Member  who  is  not  in  an  official 
position. 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL:  HayX  be  al- 
lowed to  say  that  I  hare  btongbt  ihe 
case  tmdet  the  notice  of  the  Eooleaias- 
tioal  Oommisiiionors ;  but  they  deoHne  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  so  gross  a  ease. 
My  object  in  putting  the  Question  upon 
the  Paper  was  to  obtain  a  eonfirmation 
of  the  report  as  to  the  state  of  the  case. 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  am  afraid  that  it 
is  not  in  accordance  with  the  Rules  of 
this  House  to  put  a  Question  of  this 
nature  to  a  private  Member. 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL:  Inoonsequenoe 
of  your  ruling,  Sir,  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  on  going  into  Oommittee  of  Supply 
I  will  call  attention  to  the  matter  which 
forms  the  subject  of  my  Notice,  and  will 
more  a  Resolution. 

ABU?  (AUXILIART  FOBOES>-HAJ(Al 
KERR,  OAVAN  MILrPIA. 

Mb.  HATDEN  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  the  authori- 
ties intend  retiring  Major  Kerr,  of  the 
Gavan  Militia,  as  being  beyond  the  limit 
of  age  and  service  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Oaupbell-Bannkruah)  :  This  officer  has 
not  yet  attained  an  age  at  which  he 
wouM,  under  existing  Regulations,  be 
compulsorilyretired. 

U.R.  HATDEN  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  What  number  of  re- 
cruits has  the  Adjutant  of  tiie  Oavan 
Militia  secured  since  the  last  training  of 
the  regiment  ? 

Tub  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
.  Caufbell  -  Bannebuin)  :  35  for  the 
Army,  and  56  for  the  Militia,  idnoe  the 
1st  of  July,  1885. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— OtTT.DOOR 
RELIEF. 

Mb.  DWYER  aSAY  asked  the  Chief 
fieoTetoEy  to  tiie  Xovd  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
lajid,  aa  Bresideni  of  tiie  Irish  Local 
CKffflrnnient  Boud>  If  any  oiinmlas  will 
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be  isMied  'to<  loeal  attthqiitiesdn  Ireland 
relative  to  out-door  jfillet  similar  tathot 
recently  issued  by  the  English  Looal 
Qoremment  Board ;  and,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  distress  and  want  of  employ- 
ment in  Ireland,  looal  authorities  will 
be  permitted  to  grant  out-deor  relief 
thereon  similar  conditions  to  those  upon 
which  it  may  be  granted  in  England  ? 

The  CHIEP  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
Jomx  Moblet)  :  The  Irish  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  have  already  much  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of  ue  prevail- 
ing distress,  from  commiuuoations  made 
to  them  by  Boards  of  Guardians  and 
others,  and  from  the  Reports  of  their 
Inspectors,  and  they  do  not  think  it 
necessary,  at  present,  to  issue  a  Circular. 
The  hon.  Member  is  no  doubt  aware 
that,  under  existing  powers,  out-door 
relief  cannot  be  afforded  to  able-bodied 
men  while  there  is  room  in  the  work- 
house ;  but,  as  Z  have  previously  stated, 
the  situation  is  most  carefully  watched, 
and  we  shall  not  hesitate  to  ask  for 
further  powers  if  the  neoeaalty  should 
unfortunate  arise. 

INLAND  REVENITB-THB  INOOUE 

TAX. 

Me.  0WYER  GRAY  asked  the  Se- 
cretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  any 
directions  have  latdy  been  given  for  the 
more  rigid  exaotion.  or  more  prompt 
oollection  of  the  Inoome  Tax  7 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowieb)  :  In  reply 
to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member,  I 
have  to  inform  him  that  no  instructioae 
have  been  g^ren  for  the  more  rigid 
exaoUon  or  nM»B  prompt  collection  of 
the  Inoome  Tax  by  the  Treasm^.  The 
preparation  of  the  t»minal  assessments 
for  1885-6,  however,  caused  some  delay 
in  the  commencement  of  the  collection 
of  the  tax,  which  was  due  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  January  last;  and  that  has 
necessitated  at  this  moment  greater 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  collectors  to 
enable  them  to  collect  the  amount  proper 
for  the  current  financial  year  before  the 
Slst  March  next. 

INLAND  BE  VENUE— STAMPED  NEWS- 
PAPER WRAPPERS. 

Mb.  BWYEB  gray  asked  the  Ei- 
nancial  Secretary  to  the  TVeasuty,  Whe- 
ther, up  to  a  couple  of  years  a^,  paper 
for  impressed  stamps  for  Irish  news- 


Digitized  by  Google 


19l8i      lYanct  and  Ckika—    [    {COUMONdl        TheStemtSk^,  1316 


pwerft  vaB  atamMd       the '  Oiuteai 

HouMt  Dublin ;  wnether  a  Bew  regula* 
lion  was  then  mode  requiring  all  Mioh 
paper  to  be  sent  to  Someteet  Houm, 
London,  to  be  stamped,  bat  the  QoTwn- 
ment  pajing  the  «Of)t  of  oairiage;  whe- 
ther recently,  atill  another  regulation  has 
been  made  reqairing  the  newepapers  to 
pay  the  carriage  to  and  from  Xondon : 
whelher  the  receipts  for  tha  goods  are 
still  required  to  be  sent  to  the  Custom 
Hous^ Dublin;  and»vh«t reason* have 
influenoed  the  QovarBmeai  in  niskjng 
tboBe  changes? 

.  The  8E0RETART  to  thb  TEEA- 
SUET  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb)  t  Ihave,  in 
reply  to  the  Queetton,  to  say  tiiat  news- 
paper  wrappers,  whidU  it  is  supposed  is 
the  meaniog  oi  "paper  for  impressed 
stamps,"  have  never  been  stamped  in 
Dublin,  and  no  new  r^ulation  requiring 
each  wrappw  to  be  sent  to  London  has 
consequently  bean  made.  Formerly  the 
carriage  of  the  paper  wr^pers  sent  up 
to  Loraion  to  be  stamped  was  paid  by 
the  GK>Teram«at ;  bnt  from  moUveB  of 

C'  lie  economy  the  Board  of  Inland 
enue  now  expect  newspaper  pro- 
prietors in  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom  to 
pay  the  carriage  of  wrappers  which  they 
send  up  to  be  impressed  for  thei'r  own 
conTebienoe.  Beceipts  will  be  required 
at  the  Custom  House,  Dublin. 

LtrNATIC  ASTLTTM8  (ML AND) -THE 
RESIDENT  MEDICAL  STTPERINTEN- 
DENT,  LETTEEKENN7  ASYLUM. 
Mb.  AETHUB  O'CONNOB  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Lrelaud,  Whether  it  is  a  fact 
that,  on  the  28th  April  1886,  in  reply  to 
an  inquiry  by  William  Feny,  the  resi- 
dent medical  superiatendent  of  the  Let- 
terkenny  Lunatic  Asylum  stated  that 
John  Feoy,  an  inmate,  "was  not  im- 
proving in  the  state  of  his  mind,  but 
that  his  bodily  health  is  good ; "  whe> 
ther,  in  reply  to  a  further  applioation, 
William  Feny  was  informed,  by  the 
same  official,  on  the  20th  August  1885, 
that  his  son  John  had  died  on  the  l4th 
July  1884;  and,  whether  he  will  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  cafie  ? 

Thk  chief  SECEETAET  (Mr. 
John  Moblet)  :  Some  confusion  appears 
to  hare  arisen  from  the  fact  that  there 
were  two  patients  of  the  same  name  at 
the  same  time  in  this  asrlom. 

Mk.  AETHtTRCOONNOB:  WiUthe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  inquire  generally 

Mr,  Lwyer  Qray 


inio  oenditkm  of  the  penona  in  thiff 
aijdum.  and  the  number  of  deaths  ? 

Mb.  JOHN  MOBLEV  was  understood 
to  re^y  in  the  afflrmatiTe. 

THE  BEED  BATE  (IRELAND). 

Mb.  FOLEY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Iiord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether,  under  the  existing  distress 
which  prevails  along  the  Connemara 
coast,  the  Government  will  prevent  un- 
due pressure  being  exercised  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  seed  rate  in  that  district, 
and  will  also  give  immediate  instruc- 
tions that  the  works  which  have  been 
discontinued  at  the  Bunoweu  Pier  be  at 
once  resumed,  with  the  view  of  miti- 
gating to  some  extent  the  prevailing  dis- 
tress  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETABT  (Mr. 
JoHV  Mobubt)  :  As  I  have  already 
stated  in  reply  to  tiie  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  North  Galway,  I  hope 
shortly  to  he  in  a  position  to  make  an 
announcement  of  our  intentions  with  re- 
spect to  the  seed  rate.  The  Board  of 
Works  inform  me  that  work  has  not 
been  suspended  at  the  pier  at  Bunowen. 
On  the  contrary,  directions  were  given  on 
the  22Dd  instant  for  additional  men  to 
be  employed  on  it. 

FRANCE  AND  CHIKA— THE  RECENT 
TREATY. 

Mb.  MAGNIAC  aeked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  Treaty  lately  made  by  the 
f^noh  Government  with  China  pur- 
ports to  confer  any  exclusive  privilege 
upon  French  subjects,  in  place  of  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  the  Treaty  of 
Lord  Elgin,  under  which  e4|ual  rights 
were  stipulated  for  the  subjects  of  all 
nations ;  whether  the  Government  have 
made  or  will  make  endeavours  to  ^ocnre 
the  like  privileges,  if  any,  for  British 
subjects;  and,  with  an  authenticated 
Copy  of  the  Franco-Chinese  Treaty  will 
be  communicated  to  the  House  P 

Thb  TJNDEB  SECBETAEY  op 
STATE  (Mr.  Betce)  :  I  beg  to  thank  my 
hon.  Friend  for  having  held  this  Ques- 
tion over  from  last  week,  at  my  request, 
and  perhaps  the  House  will  allow  me  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  saying  that  it 
would  be  not  merely  for  the  advantage 
of  the  Foreign  Office,  but  for  that  of  the 
public  service  and  hon.  Members  them- 
selves, if  in  f  atare,  when  poseiMe,  they 
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would  be  k»d  enough  to  gin  two  or 
three  AajB*  Noti«a  of  Questions  which 
refer  to  the  Foreign  Offlo6,  because  it  is 
often  necessary  to  send  telegrams  abroad 
and  make  extensive  researches  at  the 
Foreign  Office  itseli,  ^rfiicb  neceesarily 
take  some  time,  in  order  to  answw  th«r 
Questions.  In  answer  to  my  hon. 
Friend  I  have  to  say  that  there  will  be 
no  objection  to  laying  at  once  before 
Parliament  the  text  of  the  Fraaco' 
Chinese  Treaty,  which  has  already  been 
published  in  Paris.  Meanwhile  I  may 
state  that  permission  to  trade  across  the 
land  frontier  of  TonquiQ  at  certain  fixed 
points  and  toestabliw  Consuls  is  granted 
to  French  sabjecta ;  hut  the  conditions 
under  which  the  trade  is  to  be  carried 
on  are  to  be  defined  in  special  regula- 
tions which  are  now  being  negotiated  in 
China.  The  Article  in  regard  to  the 
construction  of  railways  by  French  as- 
sistance stipulates  that  no  exclusive 
privilege  is  to  be  constituted  in  favour 
of  France.  Her  Majesty's  Charge 
d' Affaires  in  China  was  repeatedly  in- 
structed, at  the  time  when  the  Treaty 
was  being  negotiated,  to  claim  for  this 
country,  under  the  Most- Favoured  Nation 
Clause  of  our  Treaty,  any  such  special 
privileges  as  might  be  granted  to  French 
Bnbjects.  He  has  made  representations 
aooordin^y,  and  is  (K>ntinning  to  pay 
every  attention  to  the  negotiations, 
which  ere  still  going  on,  with  a  view  fo 
Becare  British  subjects  any  improved 
facilities  which  these  new  regulations 
may  contain.  Papersonthe  subject  will 
be  prepared  and  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  as  soon  as  possible. 

ARMY— PAYMENT  OF  PENSIONS. 

Me.  C.  H.  WILSON  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  "War,  Whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  evils  and  inconveniences 
resulting  from  paying  the  Army  Pen- 
sioners quarterly,  and  whether  he  will 
consider  the  desirability  of  paying  them 
at  shorter  intervals,  say  every  month  ? 

The  FINANGIAL  8ECRETAEY, 
WAE  DEPABTMENT  (Mr.  Hehbbet 
GuonTONE):  It  is  believed  that  the 
great  majority  of  pensioners  themselves 
prefer  the  present  system  of  quarterly 
payments.  It  was  found  that  the  men 
were  more  apt  to  squander  the  monthly 
BDiall  sum  than  they  are  to  make  away 
with  the  mor9  appreciable  amount  re- 
ceived quarterly.  There  is,  of  course,  a 
sariDg  itk  laJbiMU^  and  tli^nfore  in  ec> 
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fensO)  to  the  Wax  Departnent  and  the 
'ost  Office  by  the  quarterly  instead  of 
monthly  p&ymient  of  pensions;  and  it 
wonld  require  strong  evidence  of  inoon- 
vemenca  or  hardabip  to  justify  a  rem- 
eion  to  the  former  systttn. 

COIJJSaiAX£  APPOINTMENTS  (SCOT- 
LAND). 

Mb.  EDMUND  ItOBEBTSON  uked 

the  Secretary  for  Sootland,  What  course 
the  Government  intend  to  take  with  re- 
spect to  the  two  Taoant  Principalships 
and  the  vacant  Professorship  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  St.  Andrews? 

Thb  BBCRETART  Poa  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tebveltak)  :  The  Government 
hope,  in  a  few  days,  to  fill  up  the  Prin- 
cipalship  of  the  United  College  of  St. 
Salrator  and  St.  Leonard  and  the 
Physiological  Chair  at  Aberdeen.  With 
regard  to  the  Principalship  of  St.  Mary's 
College  and  the  vacant  Divinity  Pro- 
fessorship, to  whieh  it  has  been  attached, 
the  Government  are  considering  the 
obligations  under  which  they  are  laid 
by  the  Beport  of  the  Royal  dommlssion 
of  1878  and  their  l^gftl  pMition  with 
regard  to  the  recommendations  of  that 
Beport. 

ARMY— REPOET  OP  THE  IN8PE0T0E 
GENERAL  OF  REORUITING. 
Sib  WALTEE  B.  B  ABTTELOT  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
he  will  take  care  that  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Inspector  General  of  Re- 
cruiting, and  also  the  Preliminary 
Return  of  the  British  Army  (presented 
last  year  on  the  18th  of  April),  may 
both  be  presented  before  the  discussion 
on  the  Army  Estimates  is  taken  ? 

Thb  SBCBETABT  op  STATE  (Mr. 
CAMPBBLL-BAsyEBUAir) !  I  hope  to  pre- 
sent the  Report  of  the  Inspector  Gene- 
ral of  Recruiting  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days.  With  regard  to  the  preliminary 
general  Annual  Return,  I  will  do  my 
beat  to  hasten  its  completion  ;  but  I  can- 
not at  present  make  any  promise  on  the 
subjoct. 

ANNEXATION  OF  UPPER  BTJRMAH. 

BiK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If 
the  Council  of  India  were  oouBulted 
eiUier  by  the  late  or  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  State  OB  the  question  of  the 
aauexation  of  Uj^fter  Burmah,  and  if 

SB 


Digitized  by  Google 


"1219  Metropolis— Ra-or^am'xation  (OOMMONS} 


19S« 


they  were  agreed  in  advising  that  the 
interests  of  India  demanded  the  annexa- 
tion of  that  Country;  or,  if  not,  who 
Tpere  the  advisers  of  the  )ate  Secretary 
of  State  who  expressed  that  opinion  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  UonTBED  Kay-Shcttlb- 
wobth)  :  The  orders  on  the  subject  io 
which  the  bon.  Member  refers  vere 
given  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
nnder  the  special  powers  by  which  the 
Secretary  of  Btato  can  deal  with  certain 
questtOQS  without  submitting  them  to 
the  Council.  With  regard  to  any  other 
advisers,  I  must  refer  him  to  the  late 
Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  if 
they  were  to  understand  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  India  had  not  been  consulted  by 
either  the  late  or  the  present  Indian 
Secretary  ? 

Sin  UGHTRED  KAY-SHUTTLE- 
WORTH  said,  he  had  already  answered 
the  Question  in  rpgard  to  the  late  Se- 
cretary of  State.  As  to  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  he  reminded  thehon. 
Gentleman  that  the  annexation  took 
place  before  he  came  into  Office. 

ALLOTMENTS  AND  SMALL  HOLDINGS— 
THE  RETURN. 

Mh.  henry  TOLLEMACHE  aated 
th%  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancas- 
ter, Whether,  considering  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject,  the  Government  wUl 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  this  House  the 
Return  on  the  subject  of  Allotments  and 
Small  Holdings,  which  has  been  pro- 
mised by  the  Lord  President  of'  the 
Council  to  the  House  of  Lords  ? 

Thk  CHANCELLOR  of  the  DUOH  Y 
(Mr.  Heneage),  in  reply,  said,  the  Re- 
turn promised  by  the  Lord  President  of 
the  Council  to  the  House  of  Lords  would 
be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  of 
Commons  also. 

POST   OFFICE  —  PARCELS   POST  BE- 
TWEEN  FRANCE  AND  ENGLAND. 

Mn.  HENNIKER  HEATON  asked 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasary, 
Is  the  Postmaster  General  takinf^  any 
further  steps  to  induc,e  tho  French  Go- 
vernment to  complete  the  connecting 
link  for  the  parcels  post  between  France 
and  England,  the  system  being  in  opera- 
tion in  tho  two  countries? 

Ijte  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SUBT  (Mr.  H.  H.  FowiaB):'  The 

Sir  Qtorg*  CampheU 


PoBtmaNter  General  is  in  ectira  oommv- 
nicstton  with  Ae  Frmoh  Postal  Admi- 
nistrataon  as  to  the  proposed  Paroeki 
Post  between  this  country  and  Framoe.. 
Some  qaestions  of  difficulty  have  fm- 
sented  themselves,  which,  however,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  shortly  adjusted.  In 
any  event,  before  a  Parcel  Post  Ooaven- 
tion  can  be  brought  into  operation,  it 
will  have  to  be  submitted  to  the  French 
Chambers  for  ratifioatioii. 

POLLUTION  OF  THE  TH  A  ItES— REPORT 
OF  THE  ROYAL  COlfMISSION. 

Mr.  THOROU)  ROGERS  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  take  efficient  steps  to 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  tho 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Pollution  oi 
the  Thames  by  the  outfalls  at  Barking 
Creek  and  Crossness  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childkes)  :  This  question  has  been  re- 
peatedly under  the  consideration  oi  the 
Metropolitan  Board,  who  have  charge  of 
the  sewerage  of  London.  They  have  sot 
yet  finally  reported  to  me  their  condtt'- 
aions ;  but  I  will  press  the  Board  for  an 
early  answer. 

Mb.  THOROLD  ROGERS  asked  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware 
that  6.000  tons  of  liquid  muck  were 
emptied  into  the  Thames  every  day  at 
these  points  ? 

Mb.  CHILOERS  said,  that  was  a 
calculation  he  should  be  slow  to  accept 
the  responsibility  for ;  but  there  was  no 
question  that  tlw  subject  was  a  serioas 
one. 

JtETEOPO  LIS  —  REORGANIZATION  OF 
THE  POLICE. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
If  he  will  now  say  in  what  way  he  pro- 
poses to  make  the  further  inquiry  into 
the  organisation  of  the  Police  Force  of 
the  Metropolis,  which  he  states  his  in- 
tention  to  undertake;  and,  whether  he 
will  engage  that  no  such  steps  shall  be 
taken  until  the  House  has  had  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  en  opinion  on  the 
Report  of  the  Comimttee  now  in  the 
hands  of  Members  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
OniLDBEs) :  I  propose  to  make  my  in~ 
qairyinto  the  organization  of  the  PoUeo 
Force  by  meant  of  a  Departmenial  Oom* 
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mittee,  over  which  I  shall  mjrMlf  ]^e- 
Bidd.  L"Oh!"  and  a  hugh,']  Yee;  I 
am  lOTpOBsible  for  the  organization,  and 
I  am  not  going  to  throw  the  responri- 
biiity  upon  others.  I  have  not  finally 
settled  the  names  of  the  Committee; 
bnt,  in  all  probability,  whoever  ma;  be 
ihe  new  Chief  Commissioner  will  be  one. 
I  also  hope  to  hare  the  asaistance  o£ 
Mr.  PembertoD,  now  Assistant  Under 
Secretary  at  the  Home  Office,  and  long 
a  Ifember  of  this  House,  and  of  Mr. 
Pennefatfaer,  whose  financial  experience 
in  poUoe  mattws  will  be  of  great  aerrice 
to  me.  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say,  when  on  the  point  of  instituting 
this  inquiry,  how  much  I  regret  the  ab- 
sence of  the  late  Chief  Commissioner, 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson,  whose  length- 
ened experienne  and  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  details  of  police  administration 
wonld  have  been  inraluablo  upon  such 
an  inquiry.  I  am  afraid  I  do  not  quite 
understand  the  words  "  such  steps  "  in 
the  second  Question.  I  shall  certainly 
underteke  this  inquiry  without  waiting 
for  any  particular  debate  in  this  House. 
To-morrow  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Shoreditch  (Mr.  James  Stuart)  has 
the  first  place  on  the  Motion  for  Sup- 
ply, and  proposes  to  call  attention  to 
this  subject.  If  Notice  of  a  sertoua 
Motion  be  placed  upon  the  Table,  it 
will  be  saffieient  time  to  consider  whe- 
ther any  facilities  would  be  required 
for  its  discussion. 

Mr.  BURDETT-OOUTTS  :  May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Q-entleman  whether, 
on  the  Motion  which  he  has  mentioued 
as  coming  on  to-morrow,  we  shall  have 
the  opportunity  of  discussing  the  Re- 
port of  the  Special  Committee,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  in  this  matter  ? 

Me.  OHILDBES  :  The  only  answer 
I  can  give  is  that  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
if  he  wishes  to  discuss  either  the  Beport 
or  my  conduct,  will  be  able  to  do  so  on 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Shoreditch. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  Jb  there  any 
objection  toplacingSir  Edmund  Hender' 
son  on  the  Committee  ? 

Me.  CHILDERS  :  It  would  hardly 
be  right  that  a  gentleman  who  has  just 
retired  or  is  just  retiring  from  the 
Public  Service  should  be  asked  to  sit  on 
the  Committee;  but  means  will  be  found, 
no  doubt,  of  obtaining  the  advantage  of 
Colonel  Henderson's  experience. 


ARMY  CLOTHINO  FACTOKY,  PrSTLICO, 

Mb.  albert  grey  asked  the  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  Ordnance,  Whe- 
ther it  is  the  case,  as  stated  in  Th«  Pall 
3£aU  Oazatu  of  February  22nd,  thai  the 
wages  of  the  workwomen  employed  in 
the  Army  Clothing  Factory  at  Pimlico 
have  been  reduced  25  per  cent,  in  the 
last  year  ? 

Mb.  MAQNIAO  asked  whether  it 
is  the  fact,  as  currently  reported,  that 
the  women  in  the  factory  referred  to 
were  working  at  atarvation  wagea  ;  and 
whether  he  will  give  a  Return  showing 
the  number  of  workers  whose  wagea 
were  reapectively  below  and  above  10«. 
per  week  in  the  week  ending  Feb- 
ruary 12  ? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  op 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Woodall)  ;  I  shall 
be  happy  to  give  the  Returns,  and  to 
include  in  them  all  the  information  I 
can.  The  atatement  referred  to  in  the 
first  Queation  is  not  accurate.  The  ave- 
rage wages  of  the  women  employed  in 
the  Army  Clothing  Faotory  during  1884 
amounted  to  I5a.  Bd.  a- week  of  actual 
earnings.  The  average  for  1885  was 
158.  bid.  The  corresponding  average 
for  the  four  weeks  ending  February  17 
last  was  17«.  l^d.  Perhaps  tlie  num- 
bers at  difi'erent  rates  of  wages  will 
make  the  comparison  more  intelligible. 
In  1884  and  1885  respectively  there 
were  employed  in  all  1,259  and  1,399 
women.  Of  these,  2dl  and  262  received 
reapeotively  less  than  ]0«.  a-week;  752 
and  805  from  lOf.  to  £1  a-week;  264 
and  291  from  20«.  to  SOs.  a-week;  and 
22  and  41  respectively  over  30*.  a-week. 
I  may  add  that  certain  Memorials  and 
representations  have  been  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  concerning  the 
general  administration  of  the  clothing 
factory,  to  which  I  am  giving  my  own  ' 
very  careful  attention. 

THE  LONDON  WATER  COMPANIES. 

Mb.  BOBSON  asked  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  If  it  is 
tiie  iutenti<Hi  of  the  Government  to  in- 
troduce, at  an  early  date,  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  acquisition  of  the  London  Water 
Companies,  so  long  looked  forwaid  to 
by  the  people  of  London  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childees)  :  I  am  fully  alive  to  the  great 
importance  of  this  queation  ;  but  I  Uiink 
the  q,ae8tion  of  the  acquisition  of  Ulq 
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Iiondcni  Water  Oompanies'  property  can- 
aot  be  dissooiated  from  the  lareeo'  ques- 
tion of  the  goTernment  of  Londoo,  as  to 
whioh  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  a  state- 
meat  i&  a  few  weeks. 

TRAMWAYS  AND  PUBUO  COMPANIES 
(IRELAND)  AOT— THE  "WEST  GLARE 
RAILWAY  OOHPANY. 

Mb.  OCX  asked  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treaaury,  Whether  the  Trea- 
sury, in  the  moDth  of  June  last,  inti- 
mated their  willin^ess  to  aid  under- 
takings under  the  Tramways  (Ireland) 
Act  by  loans  to  be  made  through  the 
Irish  Board  of  Works,  and  the  West 
Clare  Railway  Company  applied  in  the 
same  month  for  a  loan  on  the  security 
of  shares  having  diridends  guaranteed 
in  perpetuity  by  the  county  of  Clare ; 
has  the  granting  of  this  loan  been  de- 
layed by  the  Board  of  Works  down  to 
the  prraenttime,  although  the  adeqiutcy 
of  the  proposed  security  is  not  ques- 
tioned ;  has  the  result  of  this  delaTbeen 
that  the  works  of  the  Bailway  had  been 
partially  suspended  about  two  months 
ago,  by  which  aeTeral  hundred  men 
vere  thrown  out  of  employment ;  whe> 
tiier  representations  have  reached  the 
Government  that  great  distress  exists  in 
the  district ;  and,  whether  they  will 
cause  the  Board  of  Works  to  hasten  the 
completion  of  this  loan,  and  enable  the 
-works  to  be  resumed,  whioh  will  give 
large  and  immediate  employment  where 
it  is  now  so  badly  wanted  ? 

Thb  secretary  xo  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  FowLEE)  said,  that 
serious  legal  difficulties  had  arisen  in 
tiie  way  of  granting  to  the  West  Clare 
Bailway  Company  the  loan  for  which 
they  applied  on  the  security  offered  by 
them.  Trhe  Board  of  Public  Works  bad 
had  CTery  desire  to  facilitate  in  every 
iray  in  their  power  the  advance  of  the 
loan,  in  order  that  the  works  might  not 
be  stopped,  and  that  the  railway  might 
be  completed  and  opened  for  traffic. 
Their  Surveyor  was  now  on  the  spot, 
and  it  was  hoped  that  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days  his  Report  would  be  received, 
and  such  arrangements  made  as  would 
enable  the  wous,  a  portion  of  which 
only  vere  suspended,  to  be  resumed. 

THB  POSTAL  UNION-AUSTRALIA. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  asked 
the  Finmoiftl  Secretary  to  the  (treasury, 


The  muBM  of  tlw  AnsinlMiatt  Coloaies 

that  have  declined  to  join  Uie  Postal 
Union ;  is  he  aware  tluit  French  mail 
steamers  ocmvey  ten  ceatime  or  one 
penny  postal  cards  from  France  via 
Australia  to  New  Caledonia;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  take  steps  to  introduce 
penny  postal  cards  between  Eog^aad 
and  Australia  in  the  interests  of  poor 
emigrants  and  their  friends  ? 

Tdb  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  FowLEB)  :  The  Aus- 
tralian O)lonie6  were  all  represented  at 
the  Postal  Union  Congress  which  was 
held  at  Lisbon  last  ysar ;  and  after  oob- 
sidering  the  eonditions  on  which  th^ 
could  M  admitted  into  the  Uuon  th^ 
all  declined  to  join  for  the  present.  It 
is  true,  as  the  hon.  Member  states,  th<^ 
postcards  can  be  forwarded  from  France 
to  New  Caledonia  for  a  postage  of  10 
centimes,  or  \d.  each.  Pending  ad- 
mission of  the  Australian  Colonies  into 
the  Postal  Union,  it  has  not  been  oonsi- 
dered  desirable  to  extend  the  postcard 
syston  from  this  country  to  AostraUa. 
No  such  arrangement  oould  take  place 
wi&out  the  previous  concurrence  of  the 
Colonies  oonoemed  ;  and,  looking  at  the 
reductioa  of  postage  whioh  would  be 
involved  by  the  introduction  of  \d, 
postcards,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that 
they  would  aoquiesoe  in  any  sodi  an«ig«- 
ment. 

PUBLIC  MEETINGS-SPEECH  OF  LORD 
RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL  AT 
BELFAJ5T. 

Mb.  NEWNES  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to 
language  used  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
on  Monday  last,  by  a  Member  oi  this 
House,  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  In  tfao  nortli  the  great  privileges  7011  possess 
are  worth  defending,  are  worth  demoostiatiiiff 
for,  and,  by  Heavao,  it  may  be  tfaer  are  woru 
flKhtiog  lor.  I  do  not  myaalf  nor  tlist  m 
heavy  a  trial  could  be  pat  apon  yoo,  but  I 
impresB  upon  you  to  keep  the  organisation  in 
perfect  readiness ; " 

and,  whether  he  intends  to  proseonte  the 
author  of  these  wwds  under  the  same 
Act  wiuch  has  been  put  in  fioee  with 
regard  to  the  London  Socialiats? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Ohilozbs)  :  From  no  want  of  respect  to 
the  ban.  Member  who  made  the  speech, 
hnkr  sim^  from  miat  of  time  oa  my 
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pait,  I  hare  not  properly  read  that  speech 
so  as  to  appreciate  the  whole  of  it.  But 
the  speech  itseU  to  which  the  hoa.  Mem- 
ber refers,  and  the  language  to  which  he 
objects,  was  not  delirered  in  England ; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  no  part  of  my  duty 
to  consider  its  character  in  the  aspect 
suggested  by  the  Question. 

Ala.  SEXTON :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  if  no  action  is  taken  in  this  matter 
by  the  GoTemment,  I  shall  take  the 
earlieBt  opportunity  open  to  me  to  move 
a  Besolution  to  the  effect  that  this  House 
particularly  r^rets  and  condemns  the 
public  employment,  by  a  Member  of  this 
House  who  has  held  high  Office  under 
the  Grown  and  who  continues  to  hold  the 
Office  of  a  Privy  Councillor,  of  language 
designed  to  intimidate  this  House,  and 
to  excite  bodies  of  pe'rsons  in  Ireland  to 
the  use  of  arms,  in  de&ance  of  the  will 
of  this  House  and  in  opposition  to  the 
authority  of  the  Crown. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  beg  to  give  Notice,  with  regard  to 
the  Notice  of  Motion  just  now  given  b^ 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo,  that  if  it 
should  appear  on  the  Paper  to-morrow 
I  shall  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether  he  will  afford  a  very  early 
day  for  its  discussion  ? 

ABUT— EITFIELD  BUALL  ARMS 

FACTORY. 
Lord  ALGEENON  PERCY  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  "War,  Whether 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  War  Office  have 
sent  orders  to  the  £oyal  Small  Arms 
Factory  at  Enfield  to  the  effect  that  the 
number  of  workmen  will  be  reduced  by 
300  on  tho  1st  of  April,  thus  throwing  a 
large  number  of  men  out  of  employment 
daring  the  time  of  the  present  prevailing 
distress  ? 

The  SECBKTABT  of  STATE  (Mr. 
OAUTBEzx-BAinraBHAN) :  No  such  order 
hasbeen^ven.  Thenumberof workmen 
onployed  in  a  Government  factory  must, 
of  oourse,  depend  on  the  money  voted  by 
Parliament  for  the  produce  of  that 
factory.  The  Vote  to  be  asked  for  Enfield 
for  next  year's  service  is  at  present 
under  consideration. 

IRISH  BBTATE8  OF  THE  LONDON 
COMPANIES. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
attempt  by  the  Salters*  Oomptuiy,  the 


Ironmongers'  Conipany,  and  other  Lon- 
don Companies  to  make  sale  of  their 
Derry  estates ;  and,  if  the  Government 
propose  to  do  anything  to  prevent  these 
Corporations  making  away  with  their 
property  before  the  question  can  be 
legislatively  dealt  with  r 

The  F1E6T  LOED  (Ox.  W.  B. 
Gladstone)  :  I  understand  that  in  a 
very  short  time  a  Bill  will  be  introduced 
by  my  rigKt  hon.  Friend,  whose  Depart- 
ment it  concerns,  on  the  subject  to  which 
this  Question  refers,  and  which,  would 
embrace  such  cases  as  are  mentioned  in 
the  Question.  Tho  further  Question, 
whether  that  Bill  can  be  extended  to 
retrospective  proceedings,  is  one  which 
I  am  not  so  well  able  to  answer  at  the 
present  moment,  not  Kaving  a  precise 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  those  pro- 
ceedings. 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Would  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  kindly  permit 
me  to  ask  this  Question — Whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  recent 
notice  issued  by  the  agent  of  the  Salters' 
Company  in  the  following  words : — 

"  On  being  informed  that  you  had  rafaaed  to 
complete  the  purchase  of  your  farm  I  consulted 
the  Worshipful  Company  of  Salters.  I  am  now 
desired  to  gi^-e  you  notice  that  if  the  necessary 
steps  to  completd  be  not  taken  within 
nigbt  from  this  date,  proceedings  will  be  takca 
in.  the  High  Court  of  Cbonoery  in  Ireland  to 
compel  specific  performance  of  your_  agreement 
to  purchase,  ana  that  this  notice  will  he  used 
to  fix  you  with  the  costs  of  sat^  proceedings." 

Mb.  W.E.GLAI)STONE:  I  am  cogni- 
zant of  the  document  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  quoted  ;  but 
the  answer  I  have  previously  given  will, 
I  think,  convey  a  perfect  and  distinct 
intimation  to  the  Companies  concerned 
as  to  the  intention  of  the  Government. 

SMALL  HOLDINGS  AND  ALLOTMENTS 

Colonel  BEOOKFIELD  asked  the* 
First  Ix>rd  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  Her ' 
Majesty's  Government  propose  to  give 
any  legislative  effect  to  the  opinion  re- 
cently expressed  by  the  House  on  thesuh- 
ject  of  small  holdings  and  allotments  ? 

The  FIEST  LORD  (Mr.  W,  E. 
Gladstone)  :  lu  the  debate  to  which 
this  Question  refers  it  was,  I  think,  fully 
understood  by  the  House,  and  was  stated 
expreesly  by  myself  and  others,  that  the 
preliminaiy  condition  of  giving  effect  in 
any  manner  to  the  idea  contained  in  the 
Motion  would  be  the  establishment  of  a 
thoroughly  effideut  local  government. 
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When  Her  Majesty's  QoTernment  are 
able  to  propose  to  the  House  their  Local 
OoTemment  Bill  they  will  consider  what 
steps  they  can  properly  take  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  Motion  which  was  carried 
on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

IRELAND-ATJTHORITY  OP  THE 

CROWN. ■ 

Mb.  BADEN-POWELL  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
he  is  oorreotly  reported  as  having  de- 
clared on  22  Dd  February  that — 

"Her  Majesty's  Gorernment  are  very  de- 
sirous to  see  the  authority  of  the  Crown  in  Ire- 
land restored  to  that  full  state  of  efficiency  which 
it  enjoys  in  England  and  Scotland  ;  " 

and,  \i  so,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Go" 
Temment  hare  taken  or  are  taking 
effectual  steps  to  put  an  end  forthwith 
to  HO  alarming  a  state  of  affairs  as  is 
implied  in  this  confession  that  the  au- 
thority  of  the  Grown  is  in  a  definite  de* 
gree  in  abeyance  in  Ireland  ? 

The  FIE8T  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
GuDsixmE) :  I  thought  that  this  Qaes- 
tion  had  been  answered  by  me  more 
than  once.  With  regard  to  the  words 
ascribed  to  me,  I  have  no  complaint 
whatever  to  make  of  the  report  of  my 
words.  I  have  no  doubt  of  their  sub- 
stantial aoouracy.  I  considered,  and 
still  consider,  that  the  efficiency  of  the 
authority  of  the  Crovrn  in  any  portion 
of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions  must  be 
measured  by  the  degree  of  fulness  with 
which  the  Judicial  and  Administrative 
Departments  of  the  Government  attain 
the  end  for  which  f  hey  are  appointed  in 
'Ub.e  protection  of  personal  liberty,  pro- 
perty, and  life.  Well.  Sir,  I  have  stated 
more  than  once,  and  I  apprehend  it  can- 
not be  denied,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Her 
Majeety's  Government,  the  question  of 
•social  order  in  Ireland  requires  close 
attention,  and  we  are  engaged  in  con- 
sidering by  what  means  we  can  obtain 
remedies  for  the  existing  state  of  things. 

Mb.  LALOB  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  If  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  invitation  conveyed  in  his  letter  of 
the  12th  instant  to  Lord  De  Vesci,  seek- 
ing information  in  reference  to  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  the  Irish  people,  that  Lord 
De  Vesci,  through  his  agent  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert,  has  been  trying  to  ccNtnpel  his  la- 
bourers and  small  tenants  to  sign  a  docu- 
ment protesting  against  Home  Bule  for 
Ireland,  and,  at  the  aamo  time,  com- 
pelling those  labourers  who  signed  the 


paper  to  remit  a  portion  of  their  week's 
wages  in  order  to  pay  espenaea? 

Tab  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  :  In  regard  to  the  first  part 
of  the  Question,  the  object  of  my  letter 
to  Lord  de  Vesci  was  to  make  it  known, 
for  the  purpose  of  obviating  possible 
misapprehensions,  that  I  should  oe  very 
glad  to  receive  information  of  the  wfuito 
and  wishes  of  the  people  of  Ireland  from 
those  best  qualified  to  describe  them, 

?uite  irrespective  of  parties  or  opinions, 
do  not  see  the  connection  between  the 
objett  of  that  letter  and  the  report  which 
the  Question  recites.  I  am  aware  of  no 
such  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Lord  de 
Vesci  or  his  agent.  I  have  never  known 
Lord  de  Vesci  except  in  the  character  of  a 
most  humane,  kind,  and  estimable  man  ; 
and  I  should  be  very  slow  indeed  to  credit 
without  evidence  any  report  to  a  con- 
trary effect.  I  have  no  information  sup- 
porting the  report  here  mentioned ;  and 
I  do  not  find,  upon  telegraphic  inquiry, 
that  the  GoTemment  of  Ireland  are  in 
possession  of  any  saoh  information. 

MOTIOir. 

——0 — — 

OBDEBS  OF  THE  DAT. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE,  in  rising  to 
move — 

"  That  the  Orders  of  the  Day  sabseqneat  to 
the  Ordsr  for  the  Oommittee  on  the  Land 
Registry  Bill  [Lordi]  he  postponed  until  after 
the  Notice  of  Alotion  for  the  introduction  of  s 
Itill  relating  to  Crofters  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  Scotland," 

said,  that  when  they  approached  10 
o'clock  the  Government  would  ask  the 
House  to  report  Progress,  in  order  to 
enable  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  to  bring  forward  his 
Motion. 

Motion  agrtei  to. 

ORDERS  OF  TSE  BA  Y. 

SUPPLY-CIVIL  SEEYICE3  (StTPPLE- 
MENTARY  estimates,  1885-6). 
Sdpplt— tfOttstV^r^f/  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Olus  IV. — ^Edvoatioit,  Soibhos, 

AND  AbT. 

(1.)  £460,  London  University. 
Si»  JULIAN  GOLDSMID :  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  Her  Miyes^y's 
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GoTernzaeni  to  the  fact  that  the  TJni- 
versity  of  London  is  treated  in  a  ihanner 
in  which  no  other  tfnlversitj  in  the  King- 
dom is  treated.  The  fees  of  the  Univer- 
sity are  paid  into  the  Public  Ohest,  and 
every  \d.  paid  by  the  University  has  to 
be  accounted  for  to  a  Public  Department, 
and  has  to  be  voted  by  this  House.  If 
hon.  Members  will  turn  to  the  next 
Vote  they  will  find  that  University 
College,  Wales,  is  allowed  the  sum  of 
£4,000  to  spend  as  it  likes  ;  £2,550 
has  already  been  granted  to  that  Body, 
and  this  is  a  Supplementary  Vote  for 
£750.  If  hon.  Members  will  look  at 
the  Vote  for  the  Scotch  Universities 
they  will  find  that  a  enm  of  money  is 
also  given  to  them  to  spend  as  they 
like.  Now,  the  University  of  London 
has  already  existed  for  50  years.  Earl 
QranviUe  is  the  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity,  and  Sir  James  Paget  Vice  Chan- 
cellor ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  Univer- 
sity, through  its  Senate,  is  in  every  way 
capable  of  managing  the  affaire  of  the 
University  if  it  has  a  suitable  grant 
given  to  it  by  Parliament.  That,  I  be- 
lieve, would  be  a  muclj  better  course 
than  to  retain  the  present  system  of  ask- 
ing the  House  to  vote  particular  items. 
If  hon.  Members  will  look  at  this  Vote 
they  will  find  that  the  sum  of  £400 
which  appears  in  the  Estimates  has 
come  from  the  extension  of  the  work  of 
the  University.  As  a  member  of  the 
Senate  of  the  University,!  may  say  that 
there  are  many  other  extensions  of  the 
vork  of  the  University  which  might  be 
undertaken  by  the  University,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  trouble  caused  by  the  neces- 
sity for  their  being  submitted  to  the 
scrutiny  of  the  Government.   About  two 

{'ears  ago  an  appeal  was  made  to  the 
ate  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  an 
allowance  to  the  University  of  London 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  autonomy  in 
these  matters;  ana  that  proposal  was 
viewed  by  him  with  favour,  and  would 
have  been  acted  upon  if  special  circum- 
stances had  not  arisen  which  caused  a 
postponement.  I£  hon.  Members  will 
examine  the  Estimates,  they  will  find 
that  a  larger  sum  is  received  from  fees 
this  year  than  was  received  id  the  year 
before;  and  that  result,  instead  of  being 
brought  about  by  the  grants  made  out 
of  the  Bevenuea  of  this  country,  is  due 
to  the  gst^m  of  examination  adopted 
by  the  u  niversity  of  Loadon  for  many 
years  ^ast,  and  Which  has  been  of  so  sa- 


tisfactory a  character  as  to  induce  a  largw 
number  of  students  to  enter  the  Univer- 
sity. It  is  hardly  fair,  however,  that  the 
University  should  receive  no  benefit  from 
its  growing  prosperity ;  and  I,  therefore, 
claim  on  its  behalf  that  in  future  the 
Government  should  give  a  lump  sum  to 
the  University,  instead  of  putting  down 
in  the  Votes  every  year  the  charges 
which  have  to  be  borne  by  the  Univer- 
sity. I  find  that  the  amount  received 
from  fees  last  year  was  £10.900,  while 
the  total  amount  required  for  the  ex- 

genses  of  the  University  was  £12,S00. 
onsequently,  the  University  only  cost 
the  Government  at  the  present  moment 
£!^,000;  but  in  some  years  it  has  cost 
£4,000,  £5,000,  £6,000,  and  even 
£7,UOOabove  the  fees;  therefore,  in  my 
opinion,  if  a  grant  of  £5,000  a-year  were 
given  to  the  University,  which  would  be 
a  less  sum  than  is  given  to  some  of  the 
small  Scotch  Universities,  the  Univeraify 
of  London  would  only  be  put  on  the  foot- 
ing it  is  entitled  to  occupy.  I  earnestly 
hope  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
will  consider  this  matter  with  the  view 
of  no  longer  placing  a  detailed  charge 
upon  the  Estimates  with  regard  to  the 
University  of  London,  but  of  giving  a 
lump  sum  of  £5,000  to  the  University, 
on  the  same  principle  as  large  sums  are 
now  given  to  the  Scotch  Universities. 

The  secretary  to  hie  TREA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  :  I  think 
the  suggestion  which  my  hon.  Friend 
has  made  is  a  very  valuable  one-; 
but  I  would  submit  that  the  case  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  has  to  urge  would 
come  with  greater  force  when  the  Vote 
for  the  University  of  London  is  pro- 
posed for  next  year.  The  present  Vote 
of  £460  is  only  a  Suj^lementary  sum  in 
order  to  make  up  a  deficiency  which 
has  ooonrred.  As  far  as  the  main  ques- 
tions are  concerned,  the  grant  from  Par- 
liament for  the  Universities  is  practically 
decreasing.  If  it  is  proposed  now  to  make 
a  new  departure  it  will  require  consider- 
able discussion,  and  may,  perhaps,  raise 
the  grave  question  whether,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  Parliament  ought  to 
make  any  grant  at  all  to  this  University. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  cdr- 
oumstances  which  exist  in  1886  are  very 
different  from  those  which  existed  in  1836 
when  these  grants  were  first  made,  and 
the  proposiU  of  my  h<Hi.  Frieod  might 
Taiae  the  whole  question  whether  the 
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House  would  be  justified  in  making  any 
grant  at  all.  I  do  not  wish,  howerer, 
to  forestall  the  dieouraion  of  that  ques- 
tion ;  but  I  shall  be  happj,  when  the 
regular  Estimates  are  brought  forward, 
to  discuss  the  matter  at  greater  length. 
I  do  not  know  that  any  information  is 
needed  by  the  Committee  as  to  this  par- 
ticular Yote  ;  but  I  may  say  that,  so  fat 
as  the  Public  Bevenue  is  concerned,  the 
additional  amount  seems  to  be  more 
than  coanterbalanoed  by  an  inorease  of 
fees. 

Mb.  BBTJNNKEt :  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  fum  of  the  Gorernment  ought  to  be 
to  encourage  the  University  of  London 
to  do  better  and  better  work.  If  the 
work  done  50  years  a^o  was  worth  a 
certain  sum  per  year,  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  now  worth  at  least  twice  the 
same  amount  of  money, 

8iE  JULIAN  G0LD8MID :  The  late 
Chancellor  of  theExchequer,  now  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Ohilders),  was  good  enough  to  say, 
after  he  had  examined  the  matter,  that 
he  thought  a  grant  ought  to  be  given  to 
the  University  of  London  ;  because,  in- 
stead of  inducing  the  Unirersity  to 
spend  as  little  as  possible,  they  ought  to 
be  encouraged  to  spend  more.  I  must 
confess  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  by  no 
means  liberal — nay,  rather  somewhat 
shabby—for  s  public  official  who  seems 
to  know  nothing  of  the  matter  to  eay 
that  it  is  questionable  whether  the  only 
publie  money  voted  for  University  pur- 
poses iu  the  South  of  England  ought 
not  to  be  done  away  with  altogether, 
when  upon  the  veij  next  Yote  the  same 
hott.  Gentleman  will  have  to  stand  up 
and  support  a  considerable  Vote  for  a 
University  in  Wales. 

The  SECHETAKY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlee)  :  I  ex- 
pressed no  opinion  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  Yote  at  all ;  and,  so  far  from  being 
ignorant  of  the  merits  of  the  question,  I 
was  speaking  from  information  which 
had  been  supplied  to  me  by  the  high- 
est authority.  No  doubt,  my  hon. 
Friend  is  correct  in  the  statement 
which  he  has  made  with  rward  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tiie  Chancellor  of 
the  Ezohequer,  and  with  regard  to  that 
matter  I  expressed  no  opinion  whatever. 
I  think  there  can  he  no  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  make  a  profit 
out  of  the  University  fees.  The  net 
charge  in  regard  to  the  Univex&ity  of 


Loadcm  is  £3,800 ;  and  all  I  suggested 
was  that,  if  a  proposal  were  made  to 
increase  that  grant,  the  question  might 
be  raised  whether  the  State  ought  to  be 
called  upon  to  make  any  grant  at  all. 

Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK :  I  quite  agree 
with  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that 
the  Committee  wiU  be  able  to  discuss  the 
matter  in  a  more  suitable  manner  vbeo 
they  come  to  the  main  Yote.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  I  think  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
if  they  are  left  uncontradioted,  would 
produce  an  erroueous  impresdon  out- 
of-doors.  It  might  be  supposed  that, 
although  there  was  a  strong  case  for  a 
grant  when  ^e  Universityof  London  was 
first  founded,  it  is  less  needed  now,  on  ac- 
count of  the  action  which  has  since  been 
taken  by  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge.  On  the  contrary,  the  faot 
is  that  a  much  larger  number  of  persons 
now  take  degrees  in  the  University  of 
London  than  at  any  former  period,  cmd 
there  are  a  very  large  number  of  per- 
sons for  whom  tifte  University  of  London 
is  the  only  University  open.  So  far 
from  the  case  of  the  University  being 
weaker  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  its 
foimdation,  my  hon.  Friend  will  fiad, 
when  he  takes  into  consideration  the 
amount  of  work  done  and  the  number  of 
persons  who  take  degrees,  that  it  is  very 
much  stronger  than  ever  it  was.  I  think 
that  the  University  of  London  may 
fairly  claim  that  the  small  sum  Toted  by 
this  House  is  well  spent,  and  that  the 
University  has  never  been  doing  more 
or  better  work  than  at  the  present 
moment. 

Mb.  BTLANDS  :  I  quite  agree  with 
my  hon.  Friend  the  ^retary  to  the 
Treasury  tiiat  this  is  a  matter  which  had 
better  be  discussed  when  we  have  the 
regular  Estimates  before  ns.  I  am  not 
inclined  to  differ  from  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Lon- 
don (Sir  John  Lubbock)  as  to  the  fact 
that  the  University  is  doing  more  work 
now  than  in  former  years.  If  it  is,  it  is 
compensated,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  tiie 
amount  of  fees  it  receives ;  and  I  believe 
that  the  fees  it  recerves  amount  to  a 
larger  sum  year  by  year.  I  beUevo 
that,  as  my  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to 
tbe  TrMsury  has  stated,  there  is  no  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  make  a  profit  out  of  the  University. 
What  the  Government  do  isthis-^tiiey 
pay  a  som  of  moo^  i^hich  is-eonsMered 
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hj  the  beet  authorities  to  be  the  sum 
necessary  to  maiotaiu  the  XTiiiversity  of 
London  in  a  state  of  efficiency ;  and  it 
appears  that  the  fees  received  by  the 
University  itself  gradually  approaoh 
nearer  and  nearer  the  sum  voted  by 
Farliament.  Bat  I  do  not  suppose, 
if  the  fees  were  so  increaeed  as  to  be- 
come in  excess  of  the  Vote,  that  under 
such  cironmstanees  the  Government 
would  wish  to  keep  back  any  povtion  of 
l^em.  On  the  ooirtirary,  I  thii^  there  is 
a  general  desire  that  the  University  of 
L(mdon  ahonld  hare  every  support  it 
can  obtain  in  that  vay.  But  I  wish  to 
remind  the  hbn.  ICember  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  London  (Bir  John  Lubbock) 
that  there  is  some  difference  in  the 
situation  of  the  University  now  as  com- 
pared with  what  it  was  some  years  ago. 
We  have  now  Universities  springing  up 
in  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  I 
am  glad  to  think  that  an  important  Uni- 
versity— the  Victoria  Unrversity  at  Man* 
Chester —has  not  only  the  power  of  grant- 
ing degrees,  but  that  it  has  other  im- 
|>ortant  educational  advantages  which 
it  is  able  to  confer  upon  a  very  large 
and  populous  district.  It  is  quite  clear 
that  if  we  are  to  make  this  a  question  of 
inor«uiDg  the  grant  to  the  University 
of  London,  it  will  be  neceesary  to  open 
up  a  mnoh  wider  question  than  my  hon. 
EViend  the  Member  for  St.  Fanoras  (Sir 
Julian  Goldsmid)  imagines. 

Sir  JULIAN  GOLDSMID  :  My  hon. 
Friend  does  not  appear  to  be  aware  that 
the  Sooteh  Universities  receive  a  grant 
from  this  House,  and  that  they,  never- 
theless, appropriate  the  fees  paid  by  the 
students  to  their  own  purposes.  My 
contention  is  that  the  University  of 
London  should  be  allowed  to  use  the 
fees  paid  by  the  stndoats  in  the  sane 
way  that  other  0(^egea  and  Universi- 
ties do  which  receive  a  Government 
grant.  If  that  course  were  follovred,  I 
believe  that  it  would  be  of  great  ad- 
Tantagfl  to  the  Untrersity  itself.  I  may 
add  Chat  the  Univeruty  of  London  is 
the  only  gnat  nistitntion  in  the  South 
of  England  which  has  the  power  of  con- 
ferring degrees  in  the  way  required  by 
a  large  number  of  students;  and  there- 
fore I  think  that  a  considerable  grant 
in  aid  ought  to  be  given  to  that  Uni- 
Tersity,  especially  when  we  find  that  a 
mm  £4,000  is  to  be  given  to  a  little 
pokey  Ofdlege  in  Wales.  I  cannot  uti- 
dsntond  why,  under  eueh  circnmstanoes, 


a  sum  of  £5,000  should  be  oonudered 
too  much  for  the  University  o|  London, 
which  has  been  in  existence  for  50  years, 
and  which  has  in  its  Senate  a  body  of 
the  highest  distinction  quite  cap«.ble  of 
managing  the  affairs  of  the  University 
without  submitting  them  to  the  super- 
vision of  the  Treasury.  I  hope  that  the 
matter  will  be  thoroughly  considered 
before  the  regular  Eatinuites  are  brought 
on  this  year. 

Gaptaut  VBBNEY  :  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
dovn  has  never  extended  hie  tivveb  as 
far  aa  Aberystwyth,  becauee  I  am  aatia* 
fled  that  if  he  had  ever  seen,  that  re- 
markable and  beautiful  building  h« 
would  never  have  alluded  to  it  as  a 
"  pokey  little  College."  I  am  proud  to 
say  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  Senate 
of  that  College. 

Yote  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £750,  University  Colleges,  Wales. 

(3.)  £27,700,  PubHc  Education,  Ire- 
laud. 

Mb.  p.  M'DONALD:  Before  this 
Yote  is  agreed  to,  I  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention  of  the  Committee  to  the  oondi- 
tion  of  the  National  School  teaobers. 
They  have  many  grievances  to  oompUun 
of ;  but  I  wiU  only  trouble  tbe  Commit- 
tee with  those  which  are  most  pressing', 
and  the  first  of  them  is  the  insufficiency 
of  the  remuneration  which  they  receive. 
They  are  very  much  under -paid  as 
compared  with  the  elementsry  school 
teachers  of  England  and  Scotland.  They 
do  not  receive  quite  two-thirds  of  the 
salary  of  the  English  elementary 
teachers,  and  ^ey  are  not  aa  well  paid 
as  the  ordinary  artisans  of  Ireland ;  in 
fact,  th^r  emoluments  are  very  much 
below  the  pay  received  by  the  ordinary 
Police  Foroe.  Sut  there  is'  another 
and,  perhaps,  a  still  greater  griev- 
ance in  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
housed.  It  is  only  in  the  towus  tiiat 
acoommodatioa  can  be  had  b^  the 
teachers.  I  hare  b6en  inifonnea,  and 
in  some  eases  I  am  aware,  that  in  the 
country  districts  they  have  to  walk  three, 
four,  and,  in  some  instaaees,  five  miles 
from  their  residenoee  to  the  schools. 
Even  the  female  teaehws  have  to  do 
the  same.  I  think  the  Committee  wiU 
admit  that  that  is  a  state  of  ^ingswfaieh 
ought  not  to  exist;  but,  at  the  present 
aomMt,  they  «ui  find  no  acoommodli* 
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tion  nearer  the  sehools  tiion  miserable 

cabinB  totally  un6t  for  educated  people, 
with  any  nicety  of  taste,  to  live  in- 
Therefore,  I  ooneider  that  the  condition 
of  the  teachers,  as  regards  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  housed,  ought  to 
receive  immediate  attention  at  the 
hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Qorernment. 
Another  matter  of  complaint  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers  is  that  they  are  not 
placed  on  the  Pension  List  like  other 
public  servants.  I  maintain  that  they 
ought,  at  least,  to  be  treated  as  well  as 
the  junior  Civil  servants — at  any  rate, 
as  well  as  the  Excisemen  and  the  Polioe- 
men.  That,  howevw,  is  not  the  case. 
Aa  they  discharge  duties  second  ooly  to 
the  clergyman  of  the  parish,  and  Uiey 
ought  to  be  placed  in  a  position  that 
would,  at  least,  command  for  them 
the  respect  of  the  people.  If  nothing 
is  done  to  improve  their  condition  it  is 
quits  evident  that  they  will  be  unable 
to  exercise  authority  and  discharge  the 
duties  necessary  to  the  position  they 
occupy.  The  duties  thrown  upon  them 
are  of  a  very  arduous  nature,  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  secure  for  them  the  necessary 
respect  of  parents  and  pupils..  There  is 
one  other  point  which  I  desire  to  men- 
tion, and  it  is  this— the  desirability  of 
introducing  without  delay  technical 
teaohinff  into  the  schools.  liost  autumn 
very  exhaustive  evidence  was  given  on 
that  subject  before  Sir  Eardley  Wilmot's 
Committee;  and  I  believe  there  was  a 
consensus  of  opinion  in  that  Committee 
that  technical  education  was  a  subject 
which  ought  to  receive  immediate  atten- 
tion at  the  bands  of  the  Goverament. 
Now,  I  consider  that  we  ought,  }n  this 
matter  of  technical  education,  to  begin 
at  the  beginning,  and  that  is  in  the 
elementary  schools.  I  am  pleased  to 
learn  that  a  beginning  has  been  made 
by  the  Commissioners  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  that  admirable  text-book,  Sandi- 
craft  for  Handy  People  ;  but,  instead  of 
requiring  the  pupils  to  buy  it,  there 
ought  to  be  50  copies  presented  free 
to  each  school.  In  the  second  place, 
we  should  have  normal  ordistrict  schools, 
perhaps  one  or  two  for  eaoh  county ;  and 
they  ought  to  be  established  so  that  they 
would  be  able  to  educate  techni^Jly  the 
youths  in  such  districts  in  the  trades 
and  manufacturing  operations  suited  to 
the  locality,  and  which  required  to  be 
developed.   I  believe  that  we  h^re  ai- 

Ur.  P.  WDontOd 


ready  existing'  in  Ireland  institatioiis 
which  might  take  the  place,  for  the 
present,  of  these  techuiual  schools — I  al- 
lude to  the  workhouse  schools;  but  I 
consider  that  the  education  given  in  these 
workhouse  schools  is  such  that  youths  ao 
instructed,  when  sent  into  the  world,  are 
unable  to  shift  for  themselves;  and  I 
regret  to  say  that  in  consequence  they 
very  often  go  from  the  workhouse  into 
the  gaol.  Such  a  state  of  things  should 
no  longer  be  allowed  to  exist.  They 
should  be  taught  the  use  of  their  hancU 
and  eyea.  Instruct  them  in  some  useful 
trade  or  occupation,  so  that  when  they 
go  abroad  they  will  be  able  to  find  some 
employment,  and  no  longer  become  a 
burden  upon  the  public.  We  have  also 
other  institutions  in  Ireland — the  in- 
dustrial schools,  where,  already,  the  ma- 
nagers  of  the  schools  are  very  ably  car- 
rying out  the  intentions  of  the  foundere. 
They  ore  instructing  the  youths  placed 
under  their  care  in  trades  that  will  fit 
them  to  find  a  ready  means  of  employ- 
ment after  they  leave  these  establish- 
ments; but  I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  give  increased  grants  to  these 
industrial  echools,  ao  that  tiie  technical 
education  carried  on  should  be  made 
more  perfect.  In  the  first  place,  how- 
ever, the  Government  ought  to  apply 
themselves  to  the  workhouse  aohools, 
and  place  in  eaoh  two  or  three  men 
trained  and  capable  of  imparting  instruo- 
tion  in  some  particular  trade  or  occupa- 
tion. I  hope,  therefore,  that  before  the 
Estimates  of  the  year  are  brought  on 
these  matters  will  receive  the  attention 
of  the  Government,  and  that  some  steps 
will  have  been  taken  in  the  direction  I 
have  indicated. 

Me.  PENEOSE  FITZGERALD :  I 
am  very  glad  that  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  has  been  called  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  inadequacy  of  the  pay  of  the 
National  School  teachers  in  Ireland,  and 
I  am  glad  that  I  am  able  to  speak  on 
the  same  side  of  the  question  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down.  It  is 
a  fact,  and  a  notorious  fact  to  anyone 
who  knows  anything  of  the  subject,  that 
the  National  School  teachers  of  Ireland 
are  not  sufficiently  paid ;  and  I  venture 
to  remind  the  Committee  that  there  is 
no  body  of  men  to  whom  we  must  more 
look  for  the  future  of  the  young  of  Ire- 
land than  the  teachers  of  the  Natioual 
Schools.  I  would  not  have  presumed  to 
ociiu^  the  time  of.the  Clommitt^^/if^.^^e 
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hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down  had 
not  omitted  one  other  part  of  the  claim 
of  the  National  teachers,  which  calls,  I 
think,  for  the  immediate  interference  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government ;  and  that  is 
that  their  paj,  inadequate  as  it  is,  is  worse 
than  inadequate,  because  it  is  uncertain. 
What  I  refer  to  is  the  power  which  now 
rests  with  the  Boards  of  Guardians  in 
Ireland  either  to  increase  or  not  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  National  School 
teachers  at  their  will  or  disoretion,  by 
voting  a  sum  of  money  per  annum  as 
an  addition  to  their  ordinary  remu- 
neratioQ.  In  the  Board  of  Gaardians 
with  which  I  am  acquainted,  it  not  nn- 
frequently  happens  that  in  one  year  a 
sum  of  money  is  voted  for  the  teachers 
in  the  Union  ;  but  after  they  have  en- 
joyed it  for  one  year  it  is  possible  by 
some  accident — perhaps  by  a  whip  being; 
made  by  some  of  the  Guardians  who 
are  careful  of  the  public  purse — that 
the  decision  formally  arrived  at  is  re- 
versed, and  next  year  the  pay  the 
teachers  thought  from  the  previous  vote 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  they  were 
entitled  to  receive  is  cut  down,  and 
the^  are  deprived  of  an  addition  to 
their  salary  of  £20  or  £30  a-year,  which 
they  thought  they  wore  fairly  entitled 
to  look  forward  to.  I  therefore  urge 
upon  the  Government  to  take  mto  eon- 
sideration  whether  the  pay  of  the  Na- 
tional School  teachers  of  Ireland  should 
not  at  least  be  made  certain.  I  can 
hardly  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  be  guided  altogether  by  the 
views  of  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
sat  down  upon  technical  education  ;  but 
I  sincerely  trust  that  they  will,  at  any 
rate,  take  the  subject  into  consideration. 
It  is  one  which  the  people  of  Ireland 
have  much  at  heart.  It  is  one  in  which 
I  have  myself  taken  a  deep  interest,  and 
I  know  of  no  subject  which  is  more 
calculated  to  confer  advantage  upon  the 
country. 

Mb.  T.  0.  HARRINGTON :  I  am 
anxious  to  say  a  word  in  support  of  the 
view  which  has  been  expressed  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  0am- 

bridge  (Mr.  P.  Fitzgerald).  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  imcertainty  which 
exists  in  regard  to  the  salary  of  the  Na- 
tional school  teachera  is  one  of  the  most 
pressing  of  the  immediate  grievances 
this  deserving  body  have  to  complain  of. 
The  salary  of  the  National  teachers  in 
Ireland  is  derived  from  Uiree  aonroes. 


One  portion  of  the  salary  is  a  certain 
fixed  annual  sum,  another  portion  of  it 
is  made  contingent  on  the  will  of  the 
local  Guardians  as  to  whether  they  will 
throw  it  upon  the  rates  or  not,  and  a 
third  portion  of  their  emoluments  is  de- 
rived from  the  gratuities  given  to  them 
from  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the 
children.  The  system  works  in  such  a 
manner  that,  in  the  richest  distariots  in 
Ireland,  where  the  National  teachers 
have  a  fair  allowance  from  the  parents 
and  guardians  of  the  children  in  the 
shape  of  school  fees,  they  have  also  the 
other  two  portions  of  the  salary  made 
certain ;  because,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is 
in  the  wealthiest  parts  of  the  country 
that  the  Guardians  contribute  out  of  the 
rates,  and  by  so  doing  enable  the  school 
teachers  to  derive  the  whole  benefit  of 
the  system.  But  in  the  poorer  districts 
of  Ireland,  where  the  Guardians  are  not 
able  to  make  a  contribution  oat  of  the 
rates,  and  where  the  parents  contribute 
very  little,  if  at  all,  in  the  shape  of 
school  fees— and  these  are  the  very  dis- 
tricts where  education  is  most  required-^ 
it  will  be  found  that  the  teachers  are 
very  inadequately  remunerated.  The 
only  emolument  they  receive  is  the 
salary  granted  annually  by  the  NaUon^ 
Board  of  Education ;  and  because  the 
local  Boards  of  Guardians  ate  so  poor,  or 
so  ungenerous,  as  not  to  contribute  a  cer- 
tain sum  out  of  the  rates,  the  teachers  are 
not  only  deprived  of  that  portion  which 
the  Guardians  do  not  contribute,  but  are 
also  deprived  of  that  portion  which  the 
National  Board  are  willing  to  give  con- 
tingent upon  a  certain  sum  being  pro- 
vided by  the  Guardians.  I  think  this 
is  a  matter  which  deserves  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant ;  and  I  am  sure  that  when  he  ap- 
plies his  mind  to  the  case  he  will  see 
that  this  is  a  pressing  grievance,  falling 
heavily  upon  the  poor  teachers  of  Ire- 
land, which  demands  a  remedy. 

Mb.  BVEKBTT:  I  would  like  to 
make  a  remark  upon  one  of  the  sugges- 
tions which  has  been  made  by  theaon. 
Member  for81igo(Mr.  P.  M'Donald)— 
namely,  that  the  Qovernment  should 
give  pensions  to  the  Irish  schoolmasters. 
Now,  there  are  many  taxpayers  in  this 
country  who  think  that  the  pension 
system  has  already  been  extended  quite 
far  enongh.  We,  who  have  to  find  the 
money  to  pay  pensions  td  otfaw  people, 
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hare  nothing  in  ^  ahxpn  of  pennons 

provided  for  ourselveB  except  the  poor 
rates  or  the  workhouse.  No  doubt,  it  is 
a  very  pleasant  thing  to  receive  a  pen- 
sion ;  but,  seeing  the  difficulty  of  raising 
the  money  which  is  necessary  in  order 
to  pay  pensions,  I  would  respectfully 
submit  that  the  time  is  come  when,  in- 
stead of  making  any  extension  oi  the 
system  of  pensioniugourpublic  serrantB, 
we  ought  rather  to  be  disposed  to  in- 
quire, in  our  future  arrangemeDta  for  the 
Fublio  Service,  whether  it  is  not  desir- 
able to  adopt  the  system  which  prevails 
in  regard  to  private  employment — 
namely,  to  pay  a  workman  £ar  the  full 
value  of  the  work  he  petforme,  leaving 
him  to  make  a  provisioQ  £»  his  own 
future  maintenance. 

Mb.  S£XT0N:  I  sympathize  with 
what  the  hou.  Gentleman  has  stated ; 
but  I  am  afraid  that  he  is  not  very 
much  acquainted  with  this  particular 
subject.  He  is  labouring  under  the  em- 
barrassment of  ap{)lying  an  abstraot 
theory  without  having  made  the  par- 
ticular subject  to  which  he  wishes  to 
apply  it  a  matter  of  investigation.  Our 
complaint  is  not  so  much  of  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  pension  itself,  as  of  Uie 
fact  that  the  men  and  w(Hnai  we  em- 
ploy are  obliged  to  serve  so  long  before 
they  become  eligible  for  a  pension  that 
the  pmaion  is  of  no  use  to  tiiem  when 
they  get  it.  A  man  commenoes  to  serve 
as  a  teacher  at  the  age  of  18  or  20 ;  and 
it  is  only  when  he  reaches  the  age  of  65, 
and  in  uie  case  of  a  woman  imon  she 
reaches  the  age  of  60,  that  a  pension  of 
a  very  rea8onM>le  amount  comes  to  them. 
We  think  that  the  pension  ought  to  be 
made  available  at  an  earlier  age  than 
that.  I  will  also  tell  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman another  fact — namely,  that  the 
British  Exchequer  has  accomplished  a 
remarkable  feat  in  connection  with  the 
matter  of  Irish  education.  Formerly  an 
annual  payment  of  £7,000  was  made  out 
of  the  Imperial  Purse ;  but  a  few  years 
ago  another  system  was  established  by 
which  the  grant  of  £7,000  from  the  Im- 
perial Purse  was  disconUnued,  and  the 
cost  placed  upon  the  local  ratepayers.  I 
think  it  is  out  of  the  sphere  of  argument 
that  the  National  Sdiool  teachen  are 
wretchedly  paid,  and  the  advantages 
which  hare  oitem  been  promised  them 
have  been  too  Itmg  deferred.  The  only 
question  now  is,  in  what  manner  and  to 
That  extent  the  Goverament  are  pre- 


pared  to  give  them  Todresif  WeidHmld 
all  regret  if  it  is  thought  neeessaxy  to 
postpone  the  c<Hi0ideTation  of  the  sub- 
ject uatii  after  timt  other  question  of 
Imperial  politics  which  is  about  to  be 
brought  forward.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  will  consider  whether  the  two 
questions  are  inextrieably  blended ;  but 
if  not,  I  trut  we  may  indulge  in  a  hope 
that  he  may  be  able  to  make  some  cheer- 
ing statement  to-night. 

Mb.  p.  J.  POWER :  I  am  fully  pre- 
pared  to  endorse  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Memberf or  31igo  (Mr.  P.  M  'Donald) 
in  regard  to  the  defective  acoommo- 
dation  for  the  housiag  of  the  eohool 
teaoherfl.  In  many  instances,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitaUe  ac- 
commodation, they  have  to  walk  four  or 
five  stMute  miles  to  the  school,  teach  the 
children  all  day,  and  then  return  to 
thi^ir  homes.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  see  their  way  to  the  making  of  some 
concession  in  this  maUer,  and  that,  at 
any  rate,  something  will  be  done  to  make 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  more  certain 
than  they  are  at  present.  I  must  re- 
mind the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  that  the  Govemmeot 
have  themselves  to  thank  for  the  salaries 
of  these  pwsons  being  so  uncertain.  If 
they  had  made  the  education  of  the  Irish 
people  in  hamony  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Irish  people,  I  vrature  to  say — and  I 
speak  from  some  ez^rience— that  the 
majority  of  Unions  in  Ir^and  would 
have  readily  become  contrilmton  to- 
wards the  salaries.  They  are  not  eon- 
tributors  at  present,  because  they  believe 
they  would  stultify  themselves  if  they 
were  to  contribute  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  a  system  which  they  oppose, 
and  which,  under  the  name  of  National, 
is  as  anti-National  as  can  well  be  ima- 
gined. I  hope  that,  as  vacancies  occur 
in  the  National  Board  of  Education,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who  has 
shown  his  sympathy  with  the  Irish 
peoi^e  in  many  respects,  will  endeavour 
to  place  upon  the  Board  individwals  who 
are  more  in  harmony  with  the  feelings 
of  the  Irish  people.  The  National  Board, 
as  at  present  constituted,  does  not  pos- 
sess the  confidence  of  the  Irish  people; 
and  it  aots  in  a  most  dictatorial  way 
upon  many  subjects.  Intheoonstitaauy 
whidi  I  have  ue  honour  to  jrepreaoifc— 
Waterford — some  time  since  the  ma- 
nagers of  a  oonveot  school  decided  om 
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plaoiiig  tiieir  nhool  under  tho  ITatioiial 
Board.  Orer  the  building  where  the 
sohoole  were  oonduoted  stood  a  stone 
cross.  The  NatioDal  Board  of  Eduoa- 
tion  compelled  die  nuns  to  remove  this 
cross,  contending  that  its  remaining 
there  was  against  the  spirit  of  the 
National  Ednoation  in  Ireland.  Oan 
it  be  imagined  that  in  the  19th  cen- 
tury, and  in  a  Oatholic  country,  a  Na- 
tional Board,  supposed  to  govern  the 
education  of  the  people  upon  National 
miiunples,  should  hare  been  so  anti- 
National  is  their  proceedings  as  to  insist 
upon  the  nmoval  oi  this  cross?  I  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  Qentieman  the  Ohief 
Secretary  will  undertake  to  bring  in  a 
measnve  npon  this  question,  if  it  is  not 
included  in  that  other  measure  to  whioh 
reference  has  been  made ;  and  I  trmi 
that  some  endearour  will  be  made  to 
render  the  education  of  the  Irish  people 
in  oonformity  with  the  wishes  of  the 
people.  If  this  is  done,  the  taunt  which 
has  been  oast  against  l^e  Irish  Board  of 
Ghiardians  will  at  once  be  removed,  and 
they  will  readily  become  ungrudging 
contributors  to  tiie  cost  oi  National 
Education. 

Thb  chief  SEORETABY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  JoHK  HoBKEnr) :  I  have 
listened  with  great  interest  to  the  re- 
marks whioh  have  been  made  by  hon. 
Hembos  from  Ireland,  and  by  the  hon. 
Uember  £(»■  Cambridge  (Mr.  Penrose 
Fitzgerald).  I  hare  long  been  aware  of 
the  great  interest  vUoh  is  taken  in  Ire- 
land in  tiifl  qnesticm  of  the  pontion  and 
remuneration  of  the  National  School 
teachers.  Although  I  have  only  been 
in  Office  for  a  very  short  time  I  have 
not  been  idle.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
acquire  all  the  information  I  could  as  to 
the  position  of  these  teachers ;  and  I 
have  listened  to  their  demands,  and 
considered  the  weight  whioh  ought  to 
be  attached  to  them.  But  I  think  the 
Committee  will  see  that  this  is  hardly 
the  oooasion  on  wMoh  I  might  be  ex- 
pected to  enter  npon  so  wide  a  ques- 
tion. The  hon.  Member  for  cSigo 
(Mr.  P.  M'Donald)  goes  very  fhr  in- 
deed when  he  aaks  me  to  say  whethra 
tbia  matter  will  form  part  of  another 
question  with  which  Her  Majes^'s  Qo- 
Tonment  will  have  to  deal.  I  must 
certainly  d«ter  giving  an  answer  to  tiiat 
qneetion  at  the  present  mommt.  What 
has  been  very  truly  poixrted  out  in  re- 
gard to  the  condition  ol  the  Nfttional 


Bebori  teachers  is  its  Uabilifyto  fluctua- 
tion ;  but,  so  far  as  the  present  Estimate 
is  concerned,  it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that 
the  fluctuation  in  the  amount  is  a  fluc- 
tuation in  the  right  direction.  All  Parties 
in  the  Committee  will  feel  satisfaction 
in  voting  money  for  what  all  must  admit 
to  be  a  good  cause.  There  is  a  larger 
number  of  pupils  on  the  books  than  in 
the  previous  year,  an  increase  in  the 
average  daily  attendance,  and,  what  is 
most  satisfactory  of  all,  an  increase  in 
the  general  results  aclueved.  The  ooU' 
sequence  of  all  this  is  directly  favour- 
able to  the  teachers  themselves.  It  hae 
re-acted  upon  them.  They  have  been 
;  stimulated  to  make  more  zealous  efforts 
for  their  own  sell-improvementi  and  to 
seek  for  a  higher  standard  of  classifica- 
tion and  inspeotion.  The  opening  of 
the  denominational  Training  Colleges 
has  also  stirred  them  up  to  renewed 
efforts,  and  awakened  in  tiiem  a  natural 
desire  for  promotion.  The  result  of  the 
examinations  accounts  for  the  increase 
in  the  expenditure,  that  result  having 
been  beyond  the  calculation  whioh  was 
made  at  the  time  the  original  Estimate 
was  framed ;  and  of  this  Supplementary 
Vote  of  £27,700,  no  less  than  £6,000 
arises  from  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of 
the  teachers,  £8,000  from  the  result  fees 
classified  as  unconditional,  and  £7,000 
from  gifts ;  so  that  no  less  than  £21,000 
go  in  the  direction  of  meeting  some  of 
the  complaints  whioh  have  been  made 
in  the  course  of  the  disousrion.  I  oan 
only  promise  that  when  the  general 
Estimate  is  firamed  I  shall  be  prepared 
with  rather  more  mature  views  on  this 
question  than  I  am  able  to  express  at 
the  present  moment. 

Mr.  DEASY  :  Upon  this  question  I 
only  desire  to  say  a  few  words.  I  accept 
the  assurance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Beoretuy  that  he  will 
look  into  tile  whole  matter  between  this 
and  the  framing  of  the  general  Esti- 
mates of  the  year ;  and  I  trust  that  the 
Honse  will  then  be  mudi  better  informed 
as  to  tibe  intentions  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  National 
Sdiool  teat^ers  of  Ireland  than  they  are 
now.  For  myself,  and  speaking  for 
other  Members  of  the  Irish  Party,  we 
might  say  a  great  deal  about  the  treat- 
ment wmoh  the  Ir^  National  Sohool 
teachers  have  received  at  the  hands  oi 
successive  Governments.  During  the 
past  \0  or  IS  yraars  promises  have  fire* 
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qnmtly  been  made  that  their  powfcicm 
Mionld  be  Biaterialty  impToved;  bnt^ 
like  most  promises  emanating  from  the 
British  Gorernmeat,  they  hare  been  in- 
variably broken.  I  trust  that  a  new 
order  of  things  will  now  prerail ;  and 
tiiat  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  at 
the  head  of  the  Irish  Department  will 
carry  out  the  intentions  he  has  expressed 
to-night,  and  be  able  to  do  something 
Bubstantial  for  a  very  deserriog,  al- 
though hitherto  a  very  unfortanate, 
olasB  of  the  Irish  people  —  tiie  Irish 
teachers,  to  whose  chaive  is  oommitted 
almost  the  whole  care  of  the  fdture  edu- 
oationofthelrish  population.  lam  glad 
that  in  this  matterlam  able  fo  agree  with 
the  aims  of  thePatriotio  and  Loyal  Union 
of  Ireland;  and,  having  regard  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Gam- 
bridge  (Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald),  I  can 
only  regret  that  the  hon.  Member  was 
not  in  Parliament  when  his  Govemmmt 
were  in  power,  and  able  to  give  valuable 
assistance  to  the  Irish  Members  in  this 
direction.  If  he  had  been,  I  have  no 
doabt  that  he  would  have  exerted  him- 
self to  better  the  condition  of  the  Irish 
National  teachers.  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  no  serious  opposition  is  likely 
to  be  offered  to  any  proposition  that  may 
be  made  for  assisting  the  National  School 
teachers.  I  have  only  one  word  more  to 
offer,  and  it  is  on  behalf  of  the  teadiera 
employed  in  the  workhouses.  These 
teachers  have  not  been  as  Irell  treated 
even  as  the  ordinary  teachers ;  and  it  is 
a  great  shame,  I  think,  that  they  who 
are  confined  within  the  walls  of  the 
workhouses  in  Ireland,  having  the 
lowest  class  of  children  to  instruct, 
should  not  receive  more  considera- 
tion than  that  which  they  at  present 
obtain  from  the  National  Bowd.  I 
strongly  object  to  the  way  in  which 
these  teachers  are  treated ;  and  one  re- 
sult of  the  system  is  that  the  instruction 
of  the  pauper  children  in  these  estab- 
lishments is  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
young  and  incompetent  teachers,  as  is 
now  the  ease;  because  when  a  young 
workhouse  teaoher  passes  his  examina- 
tions and  becomes  a  first  or  seoond-c^ass 
teacher  he  resigns  his  position  and 
takes  up  a  eohool  outside.  I  consider 
that  the  duty  of  the  workhouse  sobool 
teachers  is  infinitely  more  arduous  than 
that  of  the  teachers  of  the  ordinary 
National  Sohools.  They  have  to  deal 
with  a  totally  different  dass  of  peo^^ 

Mr.  Jhaty 


and  if  oondition  of  any  teashers  ia 
Ireland  calls  for  imaediatfr  improve- 
ment, I  wonld  venture  to  suggest  that 
particular  attention  should  be  paid  to 
the  position  of  teachers  in  the  work- 
house schools.  As  regards  the  in- 
dustrial training  in  the  workhouses  by 
the  National  School  teaohws,  I  think 
that  is  a  question  which  maet  be  left 
over  for  a  later  Vote ;  but  it  is  one  whiefa 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked  by  the  Ghiel 
8e(netaiy  in  the  course  of  any  inqnliiee 
he  proposes  to  make.  I  aoaroely  think 
that  the  employment  of  National  School 
teaohras  to  uutruot  diildien  in  this  nsa* 
fnl  branch  d  edoeation  will  oumnund 
itself  to  the  Committee ;  nor  do  I  think 
it  is  the  proper  mode  of  conducting  suoh 
instmetion.  On  the  contrary,  I  think 
that  the  industrial  training  of  ohildrwi 
in  the  workhouses  is  a  matter  which 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  itself,  and  it 
is  certainly  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  which  can  be  brought  before 
a  Oommittee  of  this  House.  I  will  only 
add  that  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied,  after 
the  speeoh  we  have  heard  from  the  Ohi^ 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenantf  that 
there  will  be  a  full  and  satisfaotory  pro- 
vision laid  before  us  when  we  oome  to 
disonss  ti»  matter  more  formally. 

Vote  agreed  io. 

Class  V. — Foeeioit  akd  Coioirux. 

Services. 

(4.)  £3,000,  Slave  Trade  Services. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Qnsstioo  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  Sapplementary  Butn,  not  exceeding 
£1,200,  be  gnmted  to  Her  MajeHty,  to  defrsy 
the  Chat^  whioh  will  oome  io  course  of  p^r* 

ment  during  tho  year  uuding  on  the  Slst  day  of 
March  1886,  in  aid  of  Colonial  Local  Revenue, 
and  to  defray  the  Halaries  and  Allowances  of 
Oovernors,  &o.,  and  other  Charf^  oonccoted 
with  the  OoloDieH.  iaolnding  ExpenaM  iDoutred 
nnder  '  The  Pacific  Islanders  Protection  Act, 
1870.'  " 

Ma.  T.  H.  HEALY :  Uay  I  ask  if 
this  Tote  has  anytiiing  to  do  with  the 
Canadian  Volnnteera  for  the  E^edition 
against  Biel  P 

Mo.  OBE&USB :  I  would  also  ask  for 
information  concerning  this  Vote.  What 
have  tho  Canadians  done  to  entitle  them 
to  medals  to  be  paid  for  by  the  taxpayers 
of  this  country  ? 

The  SBOEETABT  to  the  TKEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowu»):  Part  of 
the  Yote  is  for  tha  cost  of  medals  to 
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ToItmteerB  in  Canada  who  served  inlthe 
recent  Expedition  against  Bi«l;  it  has 
nothiog  to  do  witk  tb«  seovieea  of  the 
Canadian  Militia.  The  Canadian  Yo- 
lunteers  performed  a  great  publio  ser- 
vice ;  and,  in  the  (^nnion  of  the  Cana- 
dian Goremment  and  of  the  Home 
GtoTernment,  it  was  a  £.t  and  proper 
reoognition  of  their  servioeathat  a  medal 
riiould  be  granted  to  fhem  by  Impe- 
lial  Qoremment. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALl? :  Laat  year,  when 
I  put  a  Qioes^n  in  reference  to  the  eup- 
preenoo  of  Sid's  rebellion,  and  the 
oauees  from  which  the  rebellion  itself 
had  sprung,  all  information  was  denied ; 
but,  DeTertfadess,  this  country  is  now 
called  upon  to  pay  for  meda^  for  the 
Canadian  Volunteers.  Itisonly  anatural 
thing  that  men  who  behave  well  on  the 
field  of  battle  should  be  rewarded  ;  but 
my  complaint  is  that  when  I  put  a  Ques- 
tion last  year  as  to  the  rebellion  of  Kiel, 
and  asked  for  information  in  regard  to 
the  grievanoes  of  the  Indians  and  Half- 
breeds  in  the  North- West  of  Canada, 
I  could  get  no  information  whatsTer. 
Unfortanately,  it  is  too  irequently  the 
ease  tiiat  no  information  can  be  obtained 
\rith  regard  to  Colonial  qnestions.  We 
are  now  asked^  in  this  case,  to  pay  for 
the  cost  of  these  medala ;  bat  why  should 
not  the  Canadian  Gh)Temment  pay  for 
their  own  medals  themselTee  ?  They 
entered  upon  the  war  for  the  beneGt  of 
their  own  country,  and  the  letiat  they 
can  do  is  to  pay  the  wages  and  rewards 
of  their  soldiers.  The  door  ought  either 
to  be  open,  or  shut ;  and  if  it  is  right 
that  this  country  ^ould  be  called  upon 
to  provide  the  rewards  intended  to  be 
given  to  the  Canadian  soldiers  we  ought 
to  pay  the  wages  of  the  soldiers  as  well. 
We  should  either  do  that,  cr  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  them  at  all.  We  did 
not  care  to  send  out  soldiers  to  Canada 
to  put  down  the  rebellion  there ;  and 
why  shoidd  we  give  the  men  engaged 
insnppreseing  it  eiWer  pieces  in  the  shape 
of  medals,  wnen  we  deuine  to  give  than 
flilver  pieces  to  put  in  their  poekets? 
We  have  beard  too  much  already  of  this 
rebellion,  which  arose  out  of  a  renewed 
attempt  at  insurrection  on  the  part  of 
this  unfortunate  man — !Riel-— who  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  confirmed  lunatic, 
and  ought  to  have  been  confined  in  an 
ft^lam.  InsteEul  of  taking  that  course 
the  Canadian  Government  took  him  and 
huBg  him,  and  tiiey  hosg  a  number  of 


other  Indiana  at  the  same  time,  in  anray 
that  was  not  altogether  creditable  to  the 
Canadian  Yohinteers.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  shall  certainly  divide  the 
Committee  against  this  Vote.  If  we 
want  to  go  to  war  with  the  Indians,  w 
with  anybody  else,  let  us  go  to  war  in  a 
just  cause;  but  we  ought  not,  in  a  case 
like  this,  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  any- 
thing either  for  medals  or  in  tne  shape 
of  soldiers'  wages.  I  beg  to  more  the 
reduoti<»i  of  tlw  Vote. 

The  CHAIBUAN:  By  the  whole 
sum? 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Yes ;  by  the 
entire  sum  charged  in  oonneotion  with 
the  cost  of  these  medals. 

Mr.  CBEMEH:  The  answer  which 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  gave  just 
now  to  a  question  I  addressed  to  the 
Committee  was  not  quite  understood  in 
this  quarter  of  the  House.  I  asked  dis- 
tinctly whether  the  sum  named  in  the 
Estimate  was  for  the  purpose  of  reward- 
ing the  Yolunteers  who  suppressed  the 
rebellion  of  the  Half-breeds;  but  the 
reply  of  the  hon.  Qentleman,  so  far  as  it 
was  understood,  was  unsatisfactory,  and 
I  shall  certainly  join  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Londonderry  (Mr.  T. 
M.  Healy)  in  opposing  the  Yote.  I  be- 
lieve the  feeling  ezteneively  prevails 
that  those  Half-breeds  were  goaded  into 
rebellion  by  the  injustice  with  which  they 
were  treated  by  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment; and  I  cannot  understand  why, 
when  a  Government  has  driven  its  sub- 
jects into  rebellion,  the  Bntish  taxpayer 
should  be  called  upon  to  reward  the 
soldiers  engaged  in  suppressing  the  re*^ 
bellion  into  which  these  unfortunate 
Canadian  subjects  were  goaded.  It 
seems  to  me  that  those  of  as  who  have 
the  interests  of  the  people  at  heart,  and 
who  represent  the  poorer  class  of  the 
taxpayers,  would  be  wanting  in  our  duly 
unless  we  gave  a  disitinct  and  sturdy 
opposition  to  this  Yote. 

Ma.  HOOPEB:  I  certainly  heard 
nothing  from  the  hon.  Qentleman  who 
spoke  from  the  Front  Bench  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  to  justify  the  Com- 
mittee in  voting  this  sum.  After  all, 
we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  policy 
which  led  to  the  Expedition  against 
Kiel.  The  whole  matter  was  one  which 
had  reference  to  the  internal  policy  of 
the  Canadiau  Dominion,  and  it  was  a 
matter  in  whioh  the  Canadian  troops 
wece  alone  wigaged.  I,  therefore,  tak^ 
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it  titKt  nntlier  the  GtoTernment  of  this 
oonntry  nor  the  tarpayers  were  con- 
salted  as  to  the  merits  of  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  the  Oanadtan  CbTernment;  and 
I  take  it  that  if  we  vote  this  sum  now 
we  shall  most  decidedly  be  giving  the 
sanction  of  this  House  and  of  this  ooun- 
fary  to  the  merits  of  a  policy  which  was 
entered  into  by  the  Canadian  Dominion 
after  oonsultation  with  the  Imperial  Go- 
TWnment.  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  not  appittving  of  the  policy  which 
led  to  the  execution  of  Biel,  I  oonsider 
that  Uembers  sitting  upon  these  Benches 
are  perfectly  entitled  to  divide  theOom- 
mittee  against  the  Vote,  more  espeoially 
when  it  is  manifest  that  the  question  of 
policy  is  the  one  which  underlies  the 
Yote. 

Me.  JOHNSTON :  Hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  on  this  side  of 
the  House  always  show  their  sympathy 
with  rebels  against  the  British  power 
and  the  Queen's  authority  in  all  parte  of 
the  world.  [Mr.T.M.HEAXT:  OiTUwar.] 
In  this  case  a  notorious  rebel  was  trying 
his  hand  for  a  second  time  at  insurreo- 
tion,  and  to  put  down  British  power  in 
Canada ;  but  the  loyal  Yolunteers  of 
Canada,  a  large  proportion  of  whom, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  are  Oraneemen,  al- 
ways prepared  to  Tindioate  the  honour 
of  the  Bntish  Government,  volunteered 
to  go  to  ihQ  North-West  Provinces,  and 
ha^ng  gone  there  succeeded  in  patting 
down  the  rebellion  against  British  autho- 
rity. That  being  so,  I  think  it  would 
hare  been  a  very  ungrateful  act  on  the 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  if  they  were 
to  fail  to  recognize  the  loyalty  of  the 
Yolunteers  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
and  were  to  refuse  to  make  this  small 
nct^ition  of  their  services  that  is  asked 
f^m  the  Committee  in  the  Yote  to-night. 
Hon.  Members  below  the  Gangrway  on 
this  side  of  the  House  have  made  them- 
selves familiar  with  these  sort  of  matters 
in  Irdand;  and  I  cannot  foi^  that 
cheers  were  given  for  the  Mah£  when- 
ever an  attack  was  made  upon  the 
British  troops  in  the  Sondui.  The  Mahdi 
found  no  want  of  sympathizers  in  Ire- 
land amongst  those  who  would  like  to 
see  the  British  Flag  lowered  and 
trampled  in  the  dust.  Hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  have  sympathized 
on  every  oooasion  with  the  enemies  of 
England  and  of  the  Crown  of  England. 
And  the  sentiments  uttered  to-night 


below  the  Gangway  only  show  that 
feeling  which  is  ever  rmdy  to  ezpreoB 
itself  whenever  there  is  an  oppor- 
tunity of  sympathizing  with  rebellion 
against  British  authority,  and  exprees- 
ing  a  desire  to  bring  dishonour  upon  the 
British  Fl(^.  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
not  listen  to  the  arguments  whieh  have 
been  advanced  to*night;  but  as  I  am 
quite  sure  that  Ae  loyal  Yolunteers  of 
Canada  are  fully  entitled  to  these 
medals  I  trust  that  nothing  will  he 
done  in  this  House  to  deprive  them  <^ 
the  reward  thi^  have  so  well  merited. 

Mr.  BTLAND8 :  I  do  hope  that  the 
Committee  will  not  be  led  into  a  diseus- 
sion  which  strikes  me  as  going  alto- 
gether beyond  the  purpose  <rf  this  Yote. 
We  are  not  here  to  sit  m  judgment  upon 
the  Canadian  policy,  or  upon  the  acts  of 
the  Canadian  Goveroment.  For  my  own 
part,  I  have  a  high  opinion  of  the  ability 
of  the  Canadian  Government,  and  per- 
fect confidence  that  in  the  steps  which 
they  took  with  regard  to  the  rebellion 
they  took  steps  which  they  considered  to 
be  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  Do- 
minion. The  point  for  the  consideration 
of  this  Committee  is  altogether  a  dif- 
ferent one.  It  is  whether  the  Canadian 
Government,  having  its  own  Adminis- 
tration, and  paying  its  own  admtnisb»- 
tive  expenses,  should  not  also  have 
authority  to  confer  any  reward  it  may 
deem  necessary  to  mark  its  appreciation 
of  the  services  rendered  by  its  soldiers. 
As  to  loyalty,  or  want  of  loyally,  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  I  may 
not  be  of  the  same  opinion  altogether  as 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  ;  but  I  am 
quite  sure  that  this  is  a  kind  of  expendi- 
ture, out  of  British  taxes,  which  will 
not  be  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  this 
coimtry.  I  do  not  wish  to  deprecate,  for 
a  moment,  the  policy  of  the  Canadian 
Ghivemment,  or  the  services  rendered  by 
the  (Radian  Yolunteers.  The  aeconnto 
which  I  read  in  the  newspapers  cer- 
tainly redounded  to  the  honour  and 
credit  of  the  Yolunteers ;  but  I  must  say 
that  I  have  not  heard  from  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  any 
reason  sufficient  to  justify  this  Yote.  I 
strongly  suspect  that  my  hon.  Friend  is 
only  the  mouthpiece  of  the  late  (Govern- 
ment ;  and  that  if  he  would  make  a  clean 
breast  of  it  it  would  be  found  that  due 
Imperial  idea  was  sprung  in  the  mind  of 
some  Member  ^  the  me  QovemmeBt^ 
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and  that  it  was  the  late  GoTernDLent 
which  proposed  to  give  these  medals, 
and  not  the  occupaats  o£  the  present 
Treasury  Bench.  I  shall  be  very  glad, 
indeed,  if  my  hou.  Friend  will  withdraw 
this  Vote.  Otherwise  I  shall  feel  bound, 
(Uthough  with  some  reluctance  I  admit, 
to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  LA.NE  :  I  oannot  find  that  there 
is  any  precedent  for  a  Vote  of  this  kind ; 
and  I  strongly  object  to  the  establish- 
ment oi  a  pxeoedent  which  may  be  here- 
after made  use  of  to  justify  similar  ex- 
penditure. I  may  add  that,  personally,  X 
oppose  the  Vote  on  the  same  grounds  as 
my  hoB.  Friend  the  Member  for  Derry 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)— namely,  that  the 
Volunteers  of  Canada  were  engaged  in 
suppressing  a  rebellion,  with  which  we, 
as  the  Representatives  of  an  oppressed 
people  in  Ireland,  naturally  sympa- 
thize. In  addition  to  that  fact,  I  am 
afraid  that  a  precedent  might  be  estab- 
lished for  spending  the  taxes  of  the 
people  of  this  country  in  rewarding 
with  medals  the  Indian  troops  who  have 
been  lately  engaged  in  the  suppression 
o£  the  Burmese  and  Egyptian  ' '  rebel- 
lions." I  am,  therefore,  bound  to  op|)ose 
this  Tote.  I  trust  that  the  Committee 
will  take  no  notice  whatever  of  the 
arguments  which  have  been  put  before 
it  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast  (Mr. 
W.  Johnston),  who,  with  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Paddington  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill),  has  lately  been  proving 
his  loyalty  to  the  Crown  by  preaching 
rebellion  in  Belfast.  I  trust  that  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Derry  (Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy)  will  persist  in  dividiog 
against  the  Vote,  which,  I  think,  ought 
to  be  rejected  upon  the  simple  ground 
that  it  would  establish  a  very  dangerous 
precedent  for  the  future  in  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  money  of  the  tax- 
payers of  the  country  at  lai^s  is  to  be 
expended. 

Ma- SEXTON;  The  hon.  Member  for 
Belfast  (Mr.  W.  Johnston)  has  alto- 
gether mUrepreaented  tbe  remarks  which 
fall  irom  my  non.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Derry  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy).  My  hon. 
Friend  did  not  speak  upon  the  merits  of 
the  question  at  all ;  but  he  said  he 
thought  that  the  Government  of  Canada 
would  have  acted  more  wisely  if,  instead 
of  executing  Kiel,  they  had  confined  him 
in  a  lunatic  asylum.  My  hon.  Friend 
said  that  Kiel  was  a  man  of  strong  con- 
victions fund  very  excitable  tempera^ 
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ment ;  but  he  undoubtedly  holds — ajid 
I  hold — that  certain  iocidente  connected 
with  that  rebellion,  and  the  punishment 
of  it,  did  not  redound  to  the  general 
credit  of  the  country.  The  statement  of 
my  hou.  Friend  was  that  the  Canadian 
Government  have  not  only  their  own 
Administration,  but  their  own  Treasury. 
They  initiated  and  carried  on  the  Expe- 
dition, and  brought  to  a  dose  the  re- 
bellion in  the  North-West.  They  paid 
the  wages  of  their  soldiers,  md.  they 
ought  also  to  have  rewarded  them.  That 
is  the  simple  position  of  matters,  and  not 
that  which  ha»  been  put  frarwaid  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Belfast  (Mr.  W.  John- 
ston), who  has  entirely  misrepresented  the 
drift  of  the  argument  addressed  to  the 
Committee  by  my  hon.  Friend.  The 
Government  of  Canada  actually  pay  the 
salary  of  the  Governor  General  whom 
we  send  out  from  this  country ;  and  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the  Mother 
Country  should  be  asked  to  pay  for  such 
an  expenditure  as  this.  There  is  only 
one  other  point.  I  have  always  under- 
stood that  the  presentation  of  military 
medals  was  intended  as  a  reward  for 
distinguished  bravery.  I  should  like  to 
know  how  many  soldiers  were  en^iged 
in  suppressing  this  rebellion?  1  see 
that  5,250  medals  have  been  issued,  and 
I  should  Uke  to  know  whether  every 
soldier  who  took  part  iu  the  suppression 
of  the  rebellion  has  been  granted  a 
medal  for  distinguished  bravery  ? 

Ma.  LABOUCHEEE :  I  think  that 
the  Canadian  Government  ought  to  take 
an  example  from  the  United  States  in 
this  matter,  considering  that  Canada 
itself  is  in  America.  No  medals  of  any 
kind  were  given  by  the  United  States  to 
the  soldiers  who  were  engaged  in  putting 
down  the  Great  Kebellion  there.  It  was 
thought  an  undesirable  thing  that  any- 
one should  go  about  the  country  with  a 
medal  for  having  killed  some  of  his 
fellow-oountxymen.  But  if  the  Canadian 
Government  choose  to  take  a  different 
view,  let  them  pay  for  it  themselves. 
Why  should  we  do  so?  They  have  no 
right  to  expect  that  tiiis  country  should 
payformedals  presented  to  their  soldiers. 
I  hope  there  will  be  a  division  upon  the 
Vote,  and  that  there  will  be  a  majority 
against  this  perfectly  ridiculous  and 
wicked  charge. 

SiE  EGBERT  PEEL:  I  entirely 
endorse  the  opinicm  which  has  been 
e:q)re88ed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
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Baral«y  (Mr.  Hyltuids)  aad  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labou- 
o^re).  I  really  think  that  this  is  a 
rer;  bad  precedent  to  set.  I  anderstand 
that  It  haa  been  alreadjstated  by  an  hon. 
Member  that  there  is  no  preoedant  for 
awarding  medals,  ander  such  ciroum- 
stances,  to  soldiers  not  engaged  in  a  wa« 
against  the  enemies  ol  this  oountry ;  and 
I  think  it  ifl  a  serious  mattor  for  oon- 
■idwation  wb«ther  it  is  proper  that 
we  should  establish  a  precedent  now. 
GertaiBly,  wlien  the  hon.  Member  for 
Belfast  (Mr.  W..  Joknston)  stands  up  in 
th«'  House  of  Commons  and  asks  the 
Qoremment  to  justify  this  grant  on  the 
plea  that  the  Yolunteera  employed  were 
Orang<amen,  I  at  onoe  decline  to  aooept 
such  a  reoommendation,  coming  at  such 
a  moment,  from  the  hon.  Member.  It  is 
quite  enough,  howerer,  lor  the  Oom- 
mittee  to  know  that  there  is  no  prece- 
dent for  this  Vote,  and  I  think  it  is  im* 
poesible  for  the  House  of  CJommons  to 
-go  on  voting  away  the  money  of  the  tax- 
payers as  they  haye  been  doing  within 
the  last  three  or  four  days.  We  hare 
been  told  that  the  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Troatury  is  not  re^on- 
aible  for  this  Vote ;  but,  m  a  mattet  of 
ftiot,  he  is  renHmdble  for  it.  It  is  all 
vmy  well  for  non.  Uembns  who  sit  on 
that  Beneh  to  offer  opinions  now  which 
are  inlmded  to  pat  ^emseWes  in  ao- 
cord  witii  those  which  they  were 
«ccttriomed  to  express  when  Aey  sat 
below  the  Gangway.  The  Committee 
has  nothing  to  do  with  that.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  brings  forward  this  Estimate 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  I  am  perfectly  sure 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  cannot  for  a  moment 
sanction  a  Vote  of  this  kind  for  which  it 
is  perfectiy  clear  there  is  no  precedent 
whatever.  In  no  other  instance  except 
where  the  services  have  been  rendered 
hj  the  soldiers  of  Her  Majesty  have  we 
given  medals  to  troope  engaged  in  any 
other  transBOtion,  with  yivds  of  ribbon 
liesidee. 

^ha  BEOBETABT  ro  thb  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Hr.  H.  H.  Fowisb)  :  I  think  I 
am  entitled  to  explain  that  the  Bnpple- 
mentary  Estimates  which  the  Committee 
arenow  discussing  are  not  Supplementary 
Estimates  which  have  been  prepared  by 
the  present  Govcnrnment,  nor  have  they 
been  agned  bv  myself,  as  I^nanoial 
Secretary,  bnt  by  my  Fxedeoessor  who 
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sits  oppsnite.  The  present  Ottvemrneat 
had  DO  discretion  in  the  matter,  nor  have 
they  exercised  any.  When  they  came 
into  Office  they  found  that  the  money 
now  afiked  for  had  been  expended,  and 
that  the  medals  had  been  manufaotured  ; 
and,  oonsequeotly,  they  have  not  been  in 
a  position  to  exeroiBe  any  tKeeretien  in 
r^ifard  to  the  purpose  for  wlooh  tiie 
grant  is  made. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SIiIITH;  Ihavevtnlyan 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  preaent  ease, 
beeanse  I  was  not  Secretaiy  of  State  for 
the  Ch^ooies  whan  ^e  nudala  wer« 
granted,  and,  aa  hon.  Membera  artt 
aware,  it  is  not  the  duty,  nor  is  it,  of 
course,  im  the  power  of  every  lumber 
of  a  Government  to  become  aware  of  all 
the  circumstancee  and  all  the  facts  which 
may  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  die 
Government.  But  I  hove,  however,  some 
reoolleotiDn  of  the  circumstances  of  this 
case.  This  is  a  medal  to  reward  soldiers 
acting  under  the  orders  of  a  General 
Officer  in  the  Queen's  Service.  I  believe 
the  custom  is  that  when  a  medal  is  given 
to  one  portion  of  the  force,  it  is  given  to 
the  whole  force.  I  am  under  that  im- 
[vesrion;  but  Iwiahto  speak  with  caution 
upon  the  matter,  because  I  do  not  desire 
to  create  any  false  impression.  I  believe 
the  operaticns  undertaken  in  tibe  Ntnth- 
West  of  Oanada  were  undertaken  by 
the  Government  of  Oanada,  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  Colonial  Department 
of  this  oountry,  but  without  any  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Office  to  in< 
terfere  with  the  full  responsibility  of  a 
Constitutional  Government  like  that  of 
Canada.  The  military  operations  in 
quest»on  were  not  conducted  during  the 
AdministraUon  of  the  late  Government, 
but  in  that  of  its  Predecessor.  It  was 
represented,  I  believe  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada,  that  a  very  great  public 
advantage  wcHild  be  derived  from  a  re- 
cognition on  the  part  of  Her  Majesfy  of 
the  bravery  and  endurance  which  the 
soldiers  di^ayed  in  the  disoha^  of 
their  duty  in  the  Dominion  of  Oanada. 
It  was  also  represented  that  no  such  re- 
cognition could  be  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada  itself,  because  it  had  no 
power  to  grant  a  Royal  medal  in  recog- 
nition of  those  military  operations.  Con- 
sidering all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Colo- 
nial forces  were  forces  of  the  Crown, 
although  not  paid  by  this  country,  and 
having  r^;ard  also  to  the  foet  ^lot  this 
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oouniry  had  reoeired  nnioh  aid  and  com- 
fort from  om*  Colonial  forces  in  an  entw- 
priae  which  this  country  lately  conducted 
on  the  Nile,  the  late  GoTemment  deemed 
it  advisable  to  aooede  to  the  request  of 
the  Oanadian  Government,  and  grant  a 
medal  to  these  men  in  recognition  of 
the  services  they  had  rendered  in  an 
Expedition  which  terminated  so  snccess- 
fully. 

Mb.  INOE  :  I  am  quite  willing,  after 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
who  has  jnat  sat  down,  to  accept  the 
word  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
he  knows  very  little  about  this  matter. 
But  I  am  bound  to  say  that  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  could  not  grant  these 
medals,  he  carefully  guarded  himself 
against  saying  that  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  cannot  pay  for  them.  That  is 
the  question  which  the  Committee  have 
to  consider.  I  was  also  surprised  to 
hear  from  my  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  that  neither  he,  or  the  Go- 
Tennnmt  of  which  he  is  a  distinguished 
Member,  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
Estimates  which  are  brought  forward, 
and  which  he  reoomm«ids  the  Commit- 
tee to  adopt.  I  do  not  know  why  the 
hon.  G^deman  mored  them,  unless  he 
vat  prepared  to  recommend  them.  I 
ean  quite  understand  that  there  might 
be  a  difficulty  if  the  medal  has  already 
been  ordered  and  the  money  spent.  I 
understand,  however,  that  the  medals 
are  of  standard  silver,  and  there  is  one 
Buggestion  I  would  throw  out  for  the 
oonsideration  of  the  Committee.  I  ima- 
gine they  are  of  the  value  put  down 
in  the  Estimate,  and  I  anticipate  that 
that  value  could  be  obtained  if  the  Com- 
mittee, in  its  wisdom,  did  not  choose  to 
pay  for  the  medals.  I  am  quite  wUling 
to  pay  for  the  1,330  yards  of  ribbon, 
because  the  ribbon  could  not  possibly 
be  disposed  of  at  its  original  value,  and 
ftlso  the  £5  ohan^d  for  waste  of  m^al. 
If  ilie  Treasury  is  in  a  difficulty  how  to 
get  over  the  liability  of  this  country  for 
£1,200, 1  would  suggest  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  should  move  to  reduce  the  Vote 
by  the  sum  of  £1,155,  which  would 
allow  the  medals  to  be  sold  at  their 

Mb.  T.  M.  healy  :  As  there  may  be 
some  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  payment 
for  the  ribbon,  I  am  quite  willing  to  adopt 
the  suggestion  of  my  hon.  and  learned 


Friend.  I  will,  therefore,  mOTe  that  the 
Tote  be  reduced  by  the  sum'of  £1,155. 

Captain  VEBNEY  :  I  rise  for  the 
purp<»e  o{  seconding  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  the  reduction  of  this  Vote.  As 
one  of  the  many  Members  of  this  House 
who  have  the  honour  of  wearing  Her 
Majesty's  medals,  I  feel  that  I  ought 
not  to  vote  against  the  Motion  of  the 
Seoretaiy  to  the  Treasury  wildiout  giving* 
a  reason.  I  entirely  endme  what  has 
been  said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  hite  Secretary  for  War  (Mr.  "W.  H. 
Smith),  that  no  medal  can  be  gramtedf 
and  no  medal  has  any  value,  unless  it 
oomes  from  Her  Majesty.  No  Col(mial 
Govemmwt  can  grant  a  medal  tiiat 
would  have  any  value  in  the  eyes  of 
either  a  soldier  or  sailor.  It  is  because 
it  is  presented  by  Her  Majesly,  and  for 
no  other  reason,  that  a  piece  of  silver 
has  a  priceless  value  in  the  eyes  of  the 
man  who  receives  it.  But  those  who  re- 
ceive it  receive  it  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Govearnment  of  the  day  ;  and  I  am 
distinctly  of  opinion  that  the  Government 
of  the  day  wrongly  ad  vised  Her  Majesty 
when  they  reeommended  that  those  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  suppreaat<ni  of 
what  practically  amounted  to  a  civil  war, 
and  who  were  fighting  against  thea 
fellow-oountrymen,  should  receive  ihiB 
reward,  ^oh  a  reward  as  the  granting 
of  a  medal  should  be  reserved  only  for 
those  who  figlit  i^;ainst  the  oumies  of 
their  country. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 

"That  a  Supplementary  eum,  not  exceoding 
£45,  be  granted  to  Her  Mf^eaty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  paTment 
daring  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of 
March  1886,  in  aid  of  Colonial  Local  Serenne, 
and  to  defray  the  Salariea  and  Allovanoee  of 
Governors,  &o.,  and  other  Charges  connected 
with  the  Colonies,  including  Expenses  incurred 
uuder  'The  Pacific  Islanders  Protection  A.ct, 
1876.*  "—{Mr.  T.  M.  Bealy.) 

Lobs  BANDOLFH  GHUBCHIIJC: 
I  tliink  there  are  other  considerations 
involved  which  have  not  been  put  by 
any  other  Member.  This  is  owtainly  a 
very  formidable  grant — aYotoof  £1,200 
—and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  merifas  the 
careful  consideration  which  the  Com- 
mittee has  given  to  it.  But  I  would  ask 
hon.  Members  to  consider  whether  the 
Canadians  might  not,  with  much  justice 
and  truth,  put  a  serious  miscoos^otion 
on  the  rejection  of  the  Vote  by  the  Com- 
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mittee  to-night.  If  the  Committee  think 
that  the  late  GoTernment  were  wrong  in 
granting  the  medals,  thej  can  Qensure 
tbem.  Butwbat  is  the  poaition  as  it  affects 
theDominioof  Andwhatiathe  poeition  in 
■which  we  stand,  not  only  with  regard  to 
Canada,  but  with  regard  to  one  of  our 
Australian  Colonies?  We  were  carry- 
ing on  military  operations  which  Borely 
strained  the  military  resources  of  thia 
-country.  The  Nile  Expedition  could 
hardly  have  been  carried  on  with  so 
much  celerity  if  it  bad  not  been  lor  the 
Canadian  boatmen ;  and  the  Canadian 
Government  afford^  all  possible  facili- 
ties lor  giving  the  British  Government 
the  assistance  of  those  hoatmen.  That 
vaa  a  favour  shown  to  this  country  by 
the  Canadian  Government  in  a  most 
honourable  and  dignified  manner.  I 
imagine  that  the  fact  most  raooAin  on 
their  mind  that  they  did  render  assist- 
ance to  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  a 
time  of  need.  But  how  is  it  proposed  to 
reward  them  ?  They  came  to  our  assist- 
ance at  a  time  when  their  services  were 
really  wanted  and  were  really  useful, 
and  they  did,  in  point  of  fact,  render  in- 
Tsluable  service  in  a  matter  in  which  we 
should  hardly  have  got  the  work  done 
without  their  aid.  Soon  after  this  in- 
valuable service  had  been  rendered  to 
US,  the  GoTernment  of  the  Dominion 
was  placed  in  a  position  of  considerable 
difficulty  by  the  outbreak  of  a  rebellion, 
whioh  was  successfully  put  down  by  an 
Expedition  of  Tolonteers  organized  and 
carried  out  by  a  remarkable  develop- 
ment of  the  martial  spirit  in  Canada. 
After  the  return'  of  the  Expedition  the 
Gh)vemment  of  the  Dominion  aaked  that 
a  special  mark  of  favour  should  be 
shown  by  the  Crown  to  the  Volunteers 
who  took  part  in  the  Expedition.  What 
would  be  thought  in  Canada  if  the 
House  of  Commons,  after  the  Crown 
and  the  Qovernment  had  come  forward 
to  grant  a  reward,  declined  to  vote 
£1,200  now  asked  for  for  the  medals  for 
the  soldiers?  That  is  all  I  hare  to  put 
before  the  Committee.  The  Committee 
may  censure  the  late  Government;  but  it 
would  be  most  impolitic  not  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment, who  have  rendered  ue  mAterial 
assistance  when  the  resonroes  of  this 
oountxy  were  to  some  extent  overtaxed. 
I  cannot  hdip  making  an  appeal  to  the 
Prime  Minister  whe&er  that  is  a  posi- 
tion Uie  Oonunittee  could  occupy  with 


dignity  or  advantage,  axul  whether  it 
might  not  produce  aerioua  misunder- 
standing in  Canada  if  Uie  Tote  now 
asked  for  were»  by  any  possibility,  to  be 
refused  by  the  Committee  ?  I  trust  the 
Committee  will  not  be  disposed  to  go  to 
a  division  without  a  word  from  the 
Prime  Minister  indicating  his  opinion  on 
the  expediency  of  refusing  the  Vote. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TBEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  :  I  am 
very  glad  that  explanation  has  been 
made,  because  it  puts  clearly  before  the 
Committee  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  this  Vote.  The 
resignation  of  one  Government  and  the 
appointment  of  another,  when  it  occurs 
in  the  interval  between  the  spendii^;  of 
a  sum  of  money  and  the  final  aanction  of 
the  House  to  it,  frequently  leads  to  some 
diffinulty,  because  it  is  one  Gtovemment 
that  comes  to  a  decision  to  spend  the 
money,  and  it  is  another  whose  formal 
and  unquestionable  duty  it  is  to  submit 
to  the  House  the  Estimate  that  has  been 
prepared  and  signed.  Nothing  remains 
to  them  but  to  submit  it  to  the  House. 
A  fair  and  candid  statement  has  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
late  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith),  who  has  given  the  reasons 
which  influenced  the  late  Government 
in  the  dedsion  at  which  tlwy  arrived. 
Well,  Sir,  the  preaent  CK>vemmeat  were 
not  parties  to  that  decision.  I  own  that 
I  feel  great  difficulty  in  making  myself 
a  party  to  it,  «j  po9t  faelo,  by  stating  that 
I  thought  a  sound  discretion  had  been 
exercised.  I  have  not  the  ali^itest  idea 
that  any  improper  motive  can  be  im- 
puted to  the  late  Government  in  coming 
to  this  decision.  But  when  I  oome  to 
consider  the  vote  I  should  give,  I  ap- 
proach the  question  less  as  a  Minister 
than  as  a  Member  of  Parliament ;  and, 
looking  at  it  as  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, 1  am  certainly  unable  to  adopt 
the  whole  statement  just  made  by  the 
noble  Lord.  But  what  the  noble  Lord 
stated  is  entitled  to  the  consideration  o£ 
the  Committee.  He  has  asked  whether, 
if  we  were  to  reject  the  Tote,  the  Act 
would  not  be  liable  to  be  mieeonstrued  in 
Canada  ?  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  rejeo- 
tion  of  the  Vote  is  within  the  compe- 
tency of  the  Committee ;  but  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  deny  that  it  would 
be  open  to  misconatmotion  in  Canada ; 
and,  on  the  whole,  I  am  not  willing  to 
incur  the  risk  of  that  miac(«struotwn.  1 
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foel,  with  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere),  that  the 
question  of  giving  military  decorations 
ior  military  services  in  operations  that 
were  of  the  nature  of  civil  war  is  a  rery 
nice  question  indeed,  which  admits  of 
being  argned  against  as  well  as  for; 
and  that  reason,  of  itself,  would  have 
inclined  me  to  leave  the  matter  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment. But  I  could  not  resist  the  force 
of  the  fact  that  what  has  been  done  has 
been  done  in  perfect  good  faith,  whe- 
ther the  judgment  exercised  has  been 
Bonnd  or  not.  If  the  Committee  were 
to  intervene  now  and  withhold  its  sanc- 
tion, it  is  probable  that  euch  an  act 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee  would 
be  open  to  serious  misconstmotion  in 
Canada ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  worth 
while  incurring  such  a  risk  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes  66  ; 
Noes  209:  Majority  143.— (Div.  List, 
No.  10.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  TT.— Noh-Effecuve  aitd  Cha- 
iTABLE  Services. 

(6.)  £3,000,  Superannuation  and  Se- 
tired  AUowanoes. 

Sir  EOBEET  PEEL :  What  has  be- 
come of  the  Vote  before  this,  for  South 
Africa  and  St.  Helena  ?  "Why  is  it  that 
no  notice  has  been  taken  of  it? 

Tub  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  :  It  will  be 
taken  on  Monday  instead  of  to-night,  in 
order  that  the  discussion  upon  it  may 
Bot  interfere  with  the  Crofters'  Bill. 

Mr.  BYLANDS  :  Upon  this  Vote  I 
wish  to  express  my  hope  that  the  vhole 

Snestion  with  regard  to  pensions  in  the 
'ublic  Service  will  receive  strict  atten- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  Committee  and 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  The  Com- 
mittee will  be  aware  that  this  sum  of 
£3,000  is  an  addition  to  the  total  sum 
of  £460,710  asked  for  in  the  original 
Estimate  of  1885-6  for  Superannuation 
and  Retired  Allowances  in  this  Class; 
but,  in  addition  to  these  figures,  a  veiy 
large  sum  is  voted  every  year  and 
charged  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
amounting  to  several  millions  sterling  ; 
and  I  am  quite  certain  that,  unless  some 
serious  effort  is  made  to  <^eck  the  con- 


tinual increase  of  the  charge  for  pen- 
sions,  there  will  be  great  pnblic  dissfttis- 
fkction.  I  may,  in  fact,  say  that  there 
is  very  great  public  dissatisfaction  al- 
ready. The  omer  evening,  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  recollect,  I  appealed  to  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  on  the  Vote 
with  regard  to  the  new  Office  formed  for 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  I  suggested 
that  it  was  extremely  desirable  that,  in 
every  case  where  it  was  possible,  those 
gentlemen  already  on  pension  who  are 
not  past  the  age  of  efficient  work 
should  be  drafted  into  the  Public  Ser- 
vice, with  a  view  to  effect  a  saving  of 
pension.  We  are  continually  placing 
men  on  pension,  with  the  view  of  re> 
organizingthe  Departments  of  the  Public 
Service  ;  but  when  these  re-oiganiza- 
ttons  in  the  Public  Service  have  taken 
place,  I  have  found  that  the  economy 
which  has  resulted  from  it  to  the  public 
is  very  difficult  to  see,  idthough  the 
cause  of  publio  economy  has  been  in- 
variably alleged  as  areasonforhrii^ng 
forward  the  measure.  Now,  since  I 
called  attention  to  this  subject,  two 
nights  ago,  I  have  received  letters  in 
connection  with  it,  and  I  know  that  there 
are  at  this  present  time  many  gentlemen 
who  have  been  forced  to  accept  pensions 
— men  who  are  now  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  who  are  anxious  to  get  public  em- 
ployment, but  have  no  chance  of  obtain- 
ing it.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me, 
and  I  have  myself  brought  the  subject 
under  the  notice  of  the  Treasury,  that  it 
would  be  very  desirable  if  a  list  of  all 
those  gentlemen  who  are  placed  on  pen- 
sion and  who  are  still  able  to  render  public 
service  should  be  kept ;  and  that,  if  pos- 
sible, such  list  should  also  indicate  the 
names  of  those  who  will  be  willing  to  give 
^eir  services  to  the  State  in  fulfilment  of 
publie  duty.  It  would  be  desirable  also 
that  all  appointments,  so  far  as  possible, 
should  be  accompanied  with  this  condi- 
tion— that  any  gentleman  entering  the 
Publio  Service  should  place  himself  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government,  to  this 
extent,  at  least,  that  if  he  is  placed  on 
pension  he  will  be  liable  to  be  brought 
again  into  the  Publie  Service  for  the 
discharge  of  such  duties  as,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Government,  he  may  be 
able  to  perform.  But  now  there  is  a 
continual  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
men  put  on  pension,  who  decline  to 
back  to  the  Public  Service,  beoause  ^Ausy 
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were  only  appointed   for  partieular 
dntiei.    But,  leaving  these  gentlemen 
out  of  the  question,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  IB  extremely  desirable  that  Bome  Bys- 
tern  should  be  adopted  by  means  of 
which  some  aavingof  expenditure  in  pen- 
sions might  be  made — that  is  to  say,  by 
the  employment  of  suitable  persons  who 
may  be  retired  under  peculiar  oircum- 
stances,  but  who  are  still  able  to  serve 
the  pubUo.  I  am  bound  to  say,  however, 
that  I  believe  the  servants  of  the  Crown 
are  very  much  indisposed  to  facilitate 
KO^  arrangement  which  would  again 
bring  into  the  Service  gentlemen  who 
may  be  retired  on  pension,  because  it  is 
quite  clear  that  when  thero  is  a  vacancy 
in  any  Office  there  ie  a  chance  of  promo- 
tion, which  would  be  done  away  with, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  if  some  out- 
sider were  admitted.  The  Berranls  of  the 
Crown,  to  a  large  extent,  seem  to  think 
that  the  Public  Service  exists  for  their 
benefit,  and  they  are  always  to  be  found 
supporting  measures  which  tend  to  the 
increase  of  public  charges ;  but  I  hope 
we  are  approaching  the  time  when  the 
public,  through  their  Bepresentatives 
in  tbia  House,  will  show  these  gentle- 
men that  they  are  appointed  by  the 
public  and  exist  far  the  Public  Service, 
and  that  unless  some  ohange  ie  brought 
about  in  ^is  matter,  thore  will  not  alone 
be  great  dissatisfaction,  but,  perhaps, 
an  end  of  their  interest  altogether.  If 
this  enormous  Pension  List  goes  on  in- 
creasing as  it  has  done  for  many  years 
past,  looking  at  its  enormous  total,  look- 
ing at  the  fact  that  Democracy  is  a 
greater  power  in  this  House  than  it 
was,  and  that  it  will  probably  be  greater 
hereafter,  I  verily  believe  that  there  will 
be  sruoh  stem  measures  taken  by  the 
publie  that  individnal  interests  may  not 
be  regarded  in  quite  so  favourable  a 
manner  as  some  gentlemen  may  desire. 
I  think,  therefore,  in  the  interest  <d  ike 
Crown,  that  the  attention  of  the  Qovern* 
meat  and  the  assistance  of  the  GoTwn- 
ment  should  be  directed  at  once  to  this 
question,  and  I  hope  we  shall  be  in- 
nntaed  how  far  soma  impression  ean  be 
made  upon  the  Pension  List  with  the 
view  of  reducing  this  very  serious  charge. 

The  chairman  :  I  have  not  in- 
terrupted the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley 
in  the  course  his  remarks  have  taken  in 
eonsequence  of  what  I  believe  to  be  a 
very  lax  praottce.  I  think  the  clear  rule 
is  that  the  disousiion  on  a  Supplemen- 

Mr.  RylantU 


tary  Vote  should  be  confined  to  the 
specific  items  contained  therein,  and  that 
the  general  principle  should  not  be  en- 
tered upon  exoept  for  the  purpose  of 
illustration. 

Snt  GEOKGE  CAMPBELL :  I  ooneur, 
Mr.  Courtney,  with  your  view  that  no 
general  principle  should  be  discussed  <m 
a  Supplementary  Estimate,  and  shall,  of 
course,  act  upon  it  in  dealing  with  the 
Vote  before  the  Committee.  I  find,  in 
the  details  of  the  Vote  under  A  for 
Superannuation  Allowances,  a  iq»eeifio 
charge  for  £1,000  on  account  of  the 
Chanoery  Division  of  the  Hig^  Court  of 
J ustice,  in  addition  to  the  original  Esti* 
mate.  I  wish  to  know  what  that  chai^ 
is  for — and  I  ask  if  there  has  been  any 
re-arrangement  in  the  Chancery  Division 
of  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  owing  to 
which  some  person  in  the  prime  of  life 
has  been  retired ;  or  has  there  been  an 
unexpected  breakdown  of  some  import- 
ant member  of  the  High  Court  of 
J  ustice  for  whom  it  is  necessary  to  pro- 
vide a  pension  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  FowiER) :  Mr.  Court- 
ney, after  the  remarks  you  have  iost 
made  I  shall  not  transgress  your  ruling 
by  entering  upon  the  general  subject 
raised  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Burnley  (Mr.  Rylands) ;  but,  perhaps, 
I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  entirely 
sympathize  with  him,  and  will  exercise 
any  power  I  may  possess  to  carry  out 
the  object  in  view.  AVith  regard  to  the 
Question  asked  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  (Sir  Geoi^  Campbell),  I 
have  given  particular  attention  to  the 
Estimates  for  this  matter.  My  hon. 
Friend  will  understand  that  they  are 
not  in  the  Estimates  of  the  year,  but 
that  they  oonsist  of  unexpected  claims 
which  have  come  before  Parliament  in 
a  Supplementary  Estimate.  There  has 
been  no  re-organization  of  the  Chanoeiy 
Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice. 
I  may  say  Uiat  two  of  the  oldest  officers 
of  tiie  Court  of  CSianoery  have  retired 
this  year,  which  explains  the  charge  of 
£1,000  for  superannuation  allowances. 
The  two  gentlemen  referred  to>  I  believe, 
have  been  known  to  me  in  the  Public 
Service  for  more  years  than  I  care 
to  remember.  As  I  said,  they  hare 
now  retired  after  a  life-long  service 
under  the  ordinary  Boles,  and  they  are, 
therefore,  entitled  to  pensions. 
Vote  ogrMi  io. 
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(7.)  £612,  Pauper Lanfttios,  Scotland. 
Class  vu. — Miscellaiteous. 

(8.)  £2,700,  Begistoition  of  Voters, 

England. 

Sir  JOHN"  GOBST:  Mr.  Oourtney, 
I  wish  to  ask  a  Question  with  regard  to 
this  Vote,  and,  in  doing  so,  I  shall  pro- 
eeed  strictly  in  aocordanoe  with  your 
ruling.  I  will  remind  the  Oommittoe  that 
last  year  the  sum  of  £40,000  was  granted 
by  Parliament  in  aid  of  the  expenses  of 
registration  in  counties.  Of  that  sum 
£20,000  was  appropriated  to  the  extra 
xefauneration  of  Clerks  of  the  Peace  and 
other  connty  expenses,  and  the  remain- 
ing £20,000  was  for  the  extra  remunera- 
tion of  overseers.  I  am  informed  that 
the  Beturos  were  made  by  the  oonnties 
to  the  Local  GoTerament  Board,  and 
that  they  were  to  receive  this  snm  from 
the  Imperial  Government  before  Obriet- 
mas  last;  but,  notwithstanding  that,  I 
am  informed  that  no  sums  have  been 
received  by  the  eounties  with  respect  to 
this  grant.  I  ask  the  reason  for  this— 
whether  it  was  owing  to  this  Supple- 
mentary Vote  of  £2,700  being  required 
that  the  delay  has  taken  place ;  whether 
the  sttm  asked  for  is  for  the  purposes  I 
have  described;  and  whel^er  the  Go- 
iremiAent  can  name  any  period  of  time 
witliin  which  the  counties  were  entitled 
to  the  payment  of  the  expenses  under 
the  Vote  of  last  year,  and  when  payment 
will  'be  made  ? 

Thh  8ECBETABY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVEBNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Jbsbe 
CoLLiKOs) :  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of 
the  hon.  and  leafoed  Gentleman  oppo- 
site, I  may  say  that  I  anticipate  tbacthe 
payment  in  respect  of  the  expenses  of 
Clerks  of  the  Peace  and  overseers,  in 
connection  with  the  registration  of  voters, 
will  be  made  immediately.  The  ae- 
ooontB  are  made  up,  and  I  see  no  reason 
Vrhj  the  money  should  not  be  paid  to  the 
ootinties  almost  at  once. 

Mr.  OONYBEABE  :  A  few  days  ago 
I  took  the  opportunity  of  addressing  a 
Question  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  on  the  subject  of  the 
amendment  of  tbo  law  in  relation  to  the 
registration  of  voters.  I  regretted  that 
no  hope  was  held  out  b;  the  right  hon. 
Gootleman  at  the  thne  of  the  matter 
being  taken  up  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernmeDt  during  this  year ;  and,  al- 
though there  are-  two  private  Members' 
Bills  upon  the  subject,  I  fear  it  is  Tery 


doubtful  whether  in  the  course  of  the 
Session  they  will  be  able  to  get  passsd 
any  amendment  of  the  Lav  of  Begistra- 
tion.  The  prindpal  reason  asugnedfOr 
not  taking  np  Ihia  question  in  a  Govern- 
ment measure  this  year  was  that  ParHft- 
ment  had  met  under  unosnal  oinmm- 
stanoes,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to 
wait  nntil  we  are  noar  the  decease  of 
Parliameot  than  to  attconpt  legislation 
on  the  subject  white  Parliament  is 
young.  But  it  seems  to  me  not  impos- 
sible that  this  Parliament  may  oome  to 
an  end  before  the  present  year  expires; 
and  it  is  on  that  account  that  I-venture 
to  renew  my  protest  against  the  law  as 
it  exists  for  the  registration  of  voters, 
and  to  express  the  hope '  that  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  of  the  country  the 
Government  will  deal  with  the  question. 
Every  election  that  takes  place  shoivB 
how  unfair  to  the  majority  of  the  work- 
ing classes  is  the  action  of  the  present 
law.  With  the  permission  of  the  Com- 
mittee I  will  state  what  occurred  with 
regard  to  my  own  eleotiocn.  I  acted  not 
only  as  my  owb  election  agent,  but 
looted  after  the  business  relating  to  the 
Itrt  in  the  Bevision  Court  aB  well.  I 
found  in  the  case  of  one  particular  parish 
the  names  of  certain  voters,  wotking 
men,  Which  were  etrut^  off  tbe-list  from 
no  fault  of  their  own,  but  simply  be- 
cause of  the  default  or  negligence  of  the 
overseers  with  regard  to  the  init;)ale  re- 
presenting their  Christian  names,  and  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  that  I  persuaded 
the  Bevioing  Barrister  in  their  case  not 
to  strikeoff  the  names  of  the  individuals. 
It  seems  to  me  a  grievance  «f  which  the 
woiking  claeses  have  to  eom^ain,  that 
when  they  see  their  names  on  the  Be- 
gtsters  they  should  afterwards  be  de- 
prived oi  their  right  to  vote,  as  I  havo 
said,  thzoi^h  no  default  on  their  part, 
but  liiroagh  tiie  negligence  or  ig^<xranoe 
of  those  with  whom  the  duty  tfeata  of 
making  out  the  lists.  I  do  not  oom- 
plain  specially  of  the  lists  of  laet  year, 
because  it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  Uiat 
owing  to  the  great  atnOunt  of  work 
thrown  upon  the  authorities  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  the  Beform  Act,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  a  good  many  mistakes; 
nor  do  I  want  to  ohlirge  the  overseers 
with  any  mahjtdes  i  but  I  say  that  wh«n 
this  Vote  is  asked  to  sup^emeat  tho 
V«te  oziginally  granted  for  the  registrar 
tkm  of  voters^  it  is  desiraUe  to  see  iluit 
tbe  woriL  is  peoperl(f  dootk  Uhra^  i& 
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ano&er  case  whicb  oame  nrnder  my 

Dotice,  the  overeeors  did  uot  comply 
with  the  law ;  and  I  make  a  very  stroog 
representation  on  this  ground.  I  think 
it  is  moBt  desirable  that  the  overseers 
should  discharge  their  dutj  in  all  re- 
Bpeots  aocordiog  to  law.    The  law  re- 

S aires  that  overseers  should  publish  the 
sts  of  voters  in  a  particular  manner — 
namely,  by  affixing  them  to  the  outside 
wall  or  door  of  every  church  or  chapel 
in  each  parish.  This  was  not  done  on 
the  occasion  referred  to ;  and  although 
I  oomplained  to  the  Beviaing  Barrister, 
he  refused  to  entertain  my  oomf^iot, 
and  made  some  excuse.  I  draw  atten- 
tion to  this  because,  where  lists  are  hung 
up  inside  churches  or  chapels,  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  those  concerned  to 
ascertain  whether  they  are  on  the  list 
or  not.  For  the  reasons  I  have  given  I 
thick  these  are  matters  which  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Goveroment  ought  to  take  notioe 
of,  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  evil  com- 
plaiaed  of  as  soon  as  possible.  There 
are  o^ier  matters  in  connection  with  the 
Begistratinn  Law  about  which  I  shall 
have  to  speak  ataaother  time,  butwhioh 
are  not  germane  to  this  particular  Tote. 
As  we  are  here  asked  to  vote  large  sums 
oi  money  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  work  of  the  Hegistration  Ajot,  I 
think  it  is  only  right  to  call  attention  to 
the  facts  I  have  described.  In  conolu- 
sion,  I  think  that  the  subject  ought  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  time  at  the  disposal 
of  the  present  Government,  and  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  because  I  certainly 
feel  with  regard  to  political  matters  of 
the  present  day  that  it  is  impossible  to 
aay  whether  or  not  we  riiali  have  anoither 
General  Bleotion  before  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Sib  BEENHAED  8AMUEI£0N  :  I 
also  have  to  complain  of  the  way  in 
which  the  overseers,  in  my  own  experi- 
ence, performed  their  duties  of  registra- 
tion. In  the  division  which  I  represent 
(Banbury)  there  were  whole  parishes  in 
which  the  voters  were  incorrectly  de- 
scribed ;  and  hon.  Members  can  imagine 
the  expense  this  would  throw  upon  the 
candidates,  while  the  voters  themselves 
mi^ht  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  to 
which  they  were  entitled,  t  remember 
the  difficulty  we  had  in  rectifying  these 
blunders.  In  some  cases  it  was  impos- 
sible to  do  so,  the  Eevising  Banisters 
saying  they  had  no  power  to  make  the 
necessary  rectifioatious.    I  hope  iJie 

Mr.  CoHffhMt-e 


Government  irili  sot  wait  till  they  eaa 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  nth  the  whole 
subject,  but  that  they  will  introduce  a 
short  Bill  in  which  two  things  ought  to 
be  provided  for — one  is,  that  Berising 
Barristers  may  have  power,  where  the 
name  of  a  person  duly  qualified  to  vote 
appears  on  the  Begistor,  to  insert  the 
proper  qualifioatiou;  the  other  ie,  that 
if  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  overseer 
is  proved,  power  should  be  given  to 
the  Beviung  Barrister  to  mulct  the 
overseer  in  costs.  If  these  provisioBa 
were  made  in  a  Bill  of  a  few  lines,  I 
think  we  might  rest  contented  for  the 
present;  aadlshall  be  glad  to  he«  from 
the  Treasury  Beneh  whether  any  steps 
will  be  taken  in  the  direction,  indioated. 
Altlwugh,  perhaps,  it  is  not  so  germane 
to  the  Tote  before  us  as  the  question 
of  BegistratioD,  I  would  ask  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Seoretary  to  the  Local  Go- 
vemcent  Board  (Mr.  Jesse  OoUings),  if 
he  can  state  the  total  number  of  two- 
pences  paid  to  the  overseers  and  Clerks 
of  the  Feaee,  which  would  indicate  the 
total  number  of  voters  on  the  Begister  f 

Mb.  HANDEL  C08SHAM :  I  can 
support  the  statements  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  have  just  spoken  on  the  sub- 
ject of  registration.  From  my  own 
knowledge,  I  am  in  a  position  to  state 
that  thousands  of  the  poorer  class  of 
voters  lost  their  quali&oatioa  at  the  last 
Eleotion  by  the  blandering  of  Uie  over- 
ssera.  I  am  of  opiLion  vaA  no  part  of 
our  system  is  worse  performed  than  the 
part  peri'ormed  by  the  overeeere.  I 
qelieve,  moreover,  that  in  many  cases 
they  have  acted  in  the  most  partisan 
spirit,  a  oiroumstauoe  which  in  itself 
ought  to  bring  their  conduct  under 
severe  c«iffare.  I  entirely  ooncur  with 
the  wish  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber fDrOxfordshire(StrBemhard  Samuel- 
son)  that  there  were  some  means  by 
which  a  severe  penalty  could  be  in- 
flicted in  the  case  of  overseers  who  have 
acted  improperly. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HBALY:  I  am  glad  to 
hear  the  opinions  expressed  by  houi 
Members  on  the  oUier  side  of  the  House 
on  this  question  of  the  r^istration  of 
voters.  There  is,  in  my  opinion,  nothing 
more  absolutely  necessary  for  the  free 
ohoioe  of  Members  of  this  Honse  than 
tiie  purification  of  the  present  method 
of  placing  the  names  of  votnv  en  the 
lists.  The  Prime  Minister  himself,  when 
speaking  at  Mid  Lothiaa»  i^aoed  thia  at 
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tbe  very  core  of  the  Bubject.  I  am  coa- 
vinced  that^  noleBs  some  fine  or  mulct 
is  placed  ou  overseerB,  it  iB  absolutely 
hopeless  to  expect  a  coirect  and  impar- 
tial disabarge  of  their  duties ;  and,  with 
regard  to  Ireland,  I  shall  be  piepared  to 
abow  not  only  that  proper  persons  were 
not  in  the  lists,  but  that  improper 
persons,  who  had  no  political  existence 
at  ell,  were  placed  oa  the  roll  of  voters. 
Thore  is  no  doubt  that  if  a  Seleot  Oom- 
mittee  were  granted  to  inquire  into  this 
matter,  it  would  be  shown  that  there 
ware  acords  of  cases  of  the  grossest  mis- 
conduct on  the  part  of  overseers ;  and 
now  that  a  Liberal  Goremment  is  in 
Office,  I  trust  that  some  steps  will  be 
taken  to  procure  a  purification  of  the 
lists.  It  is  not  enough  that  a  grant 
should  be  made  in  aid  of  the  cost  of 
regiatration ;  the  matter  should  be  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  local  partizans  ;  and 
1  trust  that  the  GoTernment  will  see 
the  enormous  importance,  as  affecting 
every  Member  of  the  House,  of  per- 
forming the  duty.  In  Ireland  we  are 
simply  disgusted  with  the  way  in  which 
this  business  is  carried  on ;  and  I  beg  to 
assure  hon.  Members  opposite  that  any 
steps  which  they  may  take  to  insure 
purification  of  the  Usta  will  have  our 
cordial  support. 

The  SEOBETABY  to  ths  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowier)  :  I  do  not 
regret  the  discussion  which  has  taken 
place  on  this  Tote,  although  it  has  occu- 
pied a  considerable  amount  of  time.  I 
can  assure  hon.  Members  oa  this  side  of 
the  House,  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Berry  (Mr.  T.  M.  Heal;), 
that,  in  my  opiuion,  this  question  of 
registration  has  become  a  crying  evil, 
and  that,  as  hon.  Members  have  wreed, 
it  is  desirable  that  the  whole  Law  of 
Hegistration,  and,  what  is  more  import- 
ant, its  admimstrati<Hi,  should  be  re- 
formed. Hon.  Members  will  remember 
that  the  question  was  carefully  oon- 
sidered  when  we  were  engaged  witii 
the  Reform  Bill ;  but  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  deal  with  it  then, 
and  we  allowed  the  existing  machinery 
to  stand  as  it  was  in  view  of  the  disso- 
lution of  Parliament  and  the  General 
Election.  But  I  think  that  the  present 
Government  is  pledged  to  an  alteiation 
of  the  law,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  ujggestions  made  to-night,  and  those 
that  may  be  made  hereafter,  will  be 
taken  into  ^eir  consideration.  I  believe 


tfaa^  a  Select  Committee  has  sat  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  reforming  the 
Registration  LawB.  I  think  that  pro- 
bably the  best  way  to  deal  with  the 
matter  will  be  to  get  rid  of  the  over- 
seers altogether ;  but,  of  course,  I  can- 
not pledge  myself  or  the  Government 
to  any  specific  mode  of  procedure, 
although  I  can  assure  hon.  Gentlemen 
that  it  is  a  matter  with  which,  when 
they  have  the  opportunity,  the  Govom- 
ment  intend  to  deal. 

Mb.  MAOFARLANE:  Thisisaques- 
tion  whieh  relates  not  to  England  and 
Wales  only,  but  to  the  whole  Kingdom. 
IwiBh,  therefore,  to  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  questioa  with  regard  to  Scot- 
land. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
will  not  be  in  Order  in  referring  to  Scot- 
laud,  the  Vote  before  the  Committee 
having  reference  only  to  England  and 
Wales. 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GK)VEBNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Jesse 
Colli NQ 3) :  In  reply  to  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Oxfordshire  (Banbury) 
(Sir  Bemhard  Samuelaon),  I  have  to 
state  that  there  was  an  allowance  of 
4rf.  for  eaeh  name  placed  upon  the  list — 
that  is  to  say,  Sid.  for  eatdi  nanw  to  the 
overseers  and  2il,  to  tho  Gleiks  of  the 
Peace.  The  number  oi  voters  in  Ens^ 
land  and  Wales  was  2,646,640,  which, 
at  4d.  per  head,  gives  the  sum  of 
£42,444.  The  increase  in  the  number 
of  county  voters  for  England,  Wales, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland  was  1,729,300; 
and  if  we  add  to  this  the  inorease  for 
the  extension  of  the  borough  and  service 
franehise,  taking  into  aoeonnt  the  in- 
crease of  population  from  1881  to  the 
time  when  the  Act  came  into  force,  it  is 
assumed  that  it  will  give  a  total  inorease 
of  2,000,000  of  voters. 

Vote  agnei  to. 

(9.)  £2,000,  Registration  of  Voters, 
Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  After  the  re- 
marks which  fell  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  tho  Treasury  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler),  I  do  not  think  it  neoes- 
sary  to  enter  upon  a  long  discussion  of 
this  Vote.  I  shall,  therefore,  say  but  a 
very  few  words  upon  it.  I  think  it 
absolutely  neoessary  that  there  should 
be  Bome  protection  to  votMV  in  referenee 
to  this  matter  of  registration.  In  Ire- 
land, the  Sheriff  or  the  Clerk  of  th« 
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Peace  gives  out  the  printing  of  the 
voters'  lists  to  the  OonBervative  news- 
paper, and  the  Ooneerrative  newspaper, 
when  once  the  lists  are  signed  hy  the 
BeTising  Barrister,  as  we  know,  may 
put  in  any  names  it  pleases.  We  do 
charge  that  after  the  voters'  lists  in 
Ulster  had  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
Revising  Barrister,  and  were  signed  by 
him  and  handed  over  to  be  printed,  the 
lists  were  staffed,  and  that  dozens  and 
Bcores  of  peraons  appeared  who  were 
never  on  ft  at  all,  wnile  peraons  who 
were  slmok  off  the  lists  appeared  after- 
wards as  genuine  voters.  The  serious 
effect  of  this  will  be  that  there  will 
exist  in  the  public  mind  a  sense  of  un- 
easiness and  distrust;  and  even  sup- 
posing that  oor  charges  are  not  sub- 
stantial, there  will  still  remain  the  belief 
that,  under  the  present  system,  such 
things  are  possible.  I  say  it  is  essential 
that  we  should  have  a  fair  Court,  fair 
law,  and  honest  people  to  carry  it  out. 
The  whole  machinery  should  be  above 
suspicion,  and  then  if  a  mistake  were 
made  everyone  would  brieve  it  was  a 
mistake;  whereas,  in  the  present  circum- 
stances, if  a  mistake  is  made  the  as- 
eramption  is  to  the  contrary ;  and  there 
ia  in  the  North  of  Ireland  a  feeling  that 
nbt  only  the  boundaries,  but  the  voters' 
lists,  have  been  jerrymandered. 

Mr;  MAOAETNEY:  I  should  not 
trouble  the  Committee  were  it  not  that 
the  hou-  and  learned  Member  for  Derry 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  has,  as  usual,  taken 
the  course  of  making  very  serious  charges 
against  Members  from  the  North  of  Ire- 
laud.  He  makes  the  assertion,  although 
he  did  not  name  any  instance,  that  the 
printing  of  the  lists  of  voters  was  given 
only  to  the  Conservative  newspapers. 
There  are  not  many  newspapers  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  representing  the  opi- 
nions of  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way; but  I  quite  admit  that,  where 
there  are  newspapers  representing  those 
opinions,  they  are  entitled  to  a  share  of 
the  printing.  Bat  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  also  stated  that  there  exists 
a  general  and  strong  impression  amongst 
the  public  in  the  North  of  Ireland  that 
the  registration  of  voters  there  has  been 
tampered  with.  Now,  I  totally  dissent 
from  that  view.  There  was,  of  course, 
very  heavy  work  during  the  last  regis- 
tration, and  I  believe  that  all  the  officials 
oonnectedwith  it  discharged  thdir  duties 
with  unusual  labour  and  efficiencry.  A 

Jfr.  T.  Jf.  Jroaljf 


large  amount  of  work  was  done  in  one 
Revising  Court ;  and  T  believe,  with  re- 
gard to  the  lists,  that  a  very  great  deal 
of  trouble  was  given  to  the  Revieing 
Barrister  and  the  officers  connected  with 
the  registration  by  the  fraudulent  claims 
made  by  the  Nationalist  Party.  One 
person,  a  blacksmith  in  a  small  village, 
was  claimed  for  four  times  in  the  Its^ 
and  36  names  were  struck  out  without 
any  attempt  of  the  National  Party  to 
defend  them.  I  certainly  protest  before 
the  Committee  against  the  continual  re- 
petition of  these  grave  chaises,  which 
are  made,  without  any  speeifio  case 
being  g^ven,  against  officials  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  or  in  Ireland  gene- 
rally. 

Mr.  DILLON:  The  hon.  Member  for 
Antrim  (Mr.  Macartney)  has  conveyed 
the  impression  that  the  state  of  things 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  with  regard  to 
the  registration  of  voters  as  described 
by  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Derry  does  not  exist.  But 
the  hon.  Member  forgets  that  his  know- 
ledge is  confined  to  that  Party  who  have 
power  to  appoint  the  officials  in  ques- 
tion,  whidh,  allow  me  to  remind  the 
Committee,  is  exercised  with  a  degree 
of  bigotry  and  exeluBivenesa  which  can- 
not be  surpassed  in  any  country  in  the 
world.  Of  course,  amongst  his  Friends 
no  such  things  as  we  allege  are  possible, 
and,  of  course,  when  an  error  is  made  it 
cannot  be  committed  in  favour  of  them, 
but  against  them.  I  think,  with  (he 
exception  of  one  Pix)vittce,  the  officials 
are  bitter  partizans  and  agents  of  the 
Conservative  Party.  We  object  that 
these  men  are  notorious  partizans,  and 
we  say  that  they  should  have  no  control 
over  these  lists.  The  hon.  Member  says 
that  no  such  impression  exists  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  as  that  the  Hsts  have 
been  tampered  with.  I  venture  to  sug- 
gest that  the  contrary  is  the  case.  I 
myself  fought  a  close  contest,  and  num- 
bers of  respectable  people  cdme  to  me 
afterwards  and  absolutely  swore  that 
such  action  had  gone  on  

Mr.  MACAE^mBT:  I  said  *'  general 
impreseion." 

Mr.  DILLON :  It  ia,  of  course,  very 
natural  that  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Macartney)  and  his  Friends  are  satis- 
fied with  the  present  itate  of  things,  and 
that  we  are  not.  Thit  is  the  whole 
point  of  the  matter.  -  We  contend  that 
Whenever  an  eitor  is  committed  it  iffiii- 
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variably  in  farour  of  the  faon.  Gentle- 
man's Party ;  and  we  are  prepared  to 
bring  evidence  in  support  of  our  case 
before  a  Committee  of  this  House.  I 
know  men  who  are  prepared  to  sweat  as 
to  tlie  irregularities  which  have  occurred 
as  to  miuoTB  having  been  put  oa  the  Be- 
gister,  &e.  Now,  these  are  the  facts 
wbtoh  destroy  public  confidence  in  the 
list.  An  hon.  Member  asked  me  the 
other  day  how  a  minor  can  vote  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  ;  but  I  pointed  out 
to  him  that  the  Presiding  Officer  had  no 
power  whatever  of  dealing  with  the  mat- 
ter so  long  as  the  name  appeared  m  ih/b 
Bister.  I  have  only  to  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, because  the  case  has  been  very 
well  put  by  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  Derry  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy),  that  I  desire  to  earnestly  press 
upon  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler)  that  the  Government 
ought  not  to  postpone  action  in  this  mat- 
ter to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  mal- 
practices. In  a  very  short  time  there 
may  be  anothor  General  Bleciton ;  and, 
therefore,  at  the  very  next  regislxatiou 
the  lists  of  voters  ought  to  be  piuified. 

Ma.  CLANCY :  The  hon.  Member  for 
Antrim  (Mr.  Macartney)  has  a  coo  un  ted 
for  the  partizanship  shown  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  printingr  ^y  stating 
that  Nationalist  newspapers  in  TJlster 
are  few  in  number.  I  do  not  know 
if  that  is  so ;  but  all  I  can  say  is, 
that  the  practice  of  giving  the  print- 
ing of  the  lists  to  the  Tory  news- 
papers is  quite  general  throughout  Ire- 
Lud.  No  matter  which  Province  it  is, 
the  practice  is  that  wherever  the  re- 
sponsible officer  is  a  Conservative,  the 
Tories  get  the  printing  of  the  lists.  The 
hon.  Member  has  charged  that  the  Na- 
tionalist Party  filled  the  voters'  lists  with 
double  claims.  The  hon.  Member  simply 
bIwws  bis  ignorance  by  mfUcing  sucth  a 
complaint.  The  practice  is  a  necessary 
one  and  is  indulged  in  by  both  parties 
when  they  know  their  business.  I 
oan  state  a  fact  for  the  information  of 
hon.  Members  in  xflgard  to  the  way  in 
which  the  lists  are  made  up  in  Ireland. 
In  the  Bathmines  Division  of  the  county 
of  Dublin,  out  of  500  claims  put  in  by 
the  friends  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Antrim  (Mr.  Macartney)  not  50  were 
sustained.  In  some  cases,  triple  and 
even  quadruple  cases  were  made  in  re- 
speot  of  the  sante  person.  With  refer- 
ence to  anotiur  observation  which  fell 


from  the  hon.  Member,  I  should  like  to 
say  this — that  my  experience  of  tho 
county  of  Dublin  registration  work 
teaches  me  that  as  gross  irregularities 
are  to  be  found  there,  within  sight  of 
Dublin  Castle,  as  oould  be  found  in  the 
furthest  corner  of  Oonnaught.  The  Com- 
mittee will  remember  that  last  year 
Dublin  County  was  divided  into  two 
divisions  epeoiaUy  to  secure  a  seat  for  a 
Tory  in  a  oonstituenoy  which,  taken  as  a 
whole,  was  overwhelmingly  Nationalist. 
This  attempt  to  safeguard  the  Empire 
was  supplemented  by  th^actttm  of  those 
who  actually  drew  the  dividing  line^ 
for  it  was  curious  to  notice  that  voters 
who  were  believed  to  be  Nationalist 
were  in  all  doubtful  cases  plaoed  on 
the  lists  for  North  Dublin,  which  was 
strongly  Nationalist,  while  the  contrary 
rule  was  always  adopted  in  the  oase  of 
supposed  Conservatives.  I  know  of  one 
case  in  which  the  owner  of  a  villa  resi- 
dence, who  is  a  Nationalist,  and  the 
gatO'lodge  keeper,  who  is  also  a  Na- 
tionalist, were  put  in  North  Dublin  ^ 
while  the  occupier  of  the  villa,  who  la  a 
Tory,  was  put  in  South  Dublin.  Those 
who  are  so  auxiotu  to  maintain  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire  wwe  guilty  of 
the  most  disgracefid  partijcanship  in 
making  up  these  lists ;  and  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Anfacim  will 
move  for  an  inquiry  into  tliese  matters, 
I  will  undertake  to  give  him  a  aoOTe  of 
instances  even  more  scandalous  than 
those  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  think, 
Sir,  that  there  can  be  little  donbt^  after 
what  my  hon.  Friend  has  said,  that 
whatever  may  be  the  other  qualities  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Antrim  (Mr. 
Macartney)  he  must  know  very  little 
indeed  of  the  subject  of  the  registration 
of  voters.  He  complains  that  tho  Na- 
tionaliats  in  the  constituenoies  with  whioU 
he  is  acquainted  claimed  three  times. 
Well,  the  hon.  Member  in  this  matter 
has  found  a  mare's  nest.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  in  order  to  jtroperly 
work  the  busiaesa  of  registration,  Uiat 
these  duplicate  claims  should  be  made, 
and  they  are  not  exclusively  con6ned  to 
any  one  political  Party.  The  fact  is, 
that  the  law  regulating  the  registration 
of  voters  is  jso  complex  and  so  confused 
that  it  was  practically  impossible  for  the 
person  working  it  to  know  imder  what 
particular  quaJj^oatioa^  he  sluwld  make 
a  claim.   In  aome  casea  it  ia  quite  im« 
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po«eib1e  to  know  whethev  the  claim 
alLould  be  made  as  a  rated  oniupier,  or 
an  owner,  or  as  a  lodg«r;  and  therefore 
it  16  necessary  to  lodge  all  the  claims, 
BO  that  on  one  of  them  at  Uost  the 
claimant  shall  succeed.  The  lost  revision 
vas  the  first  time  that  special  Acta  of 
Parliament  were  applied  in  the  counties 
of  Ireland ;  and,  having  regard  to  that 
fact,  it  was  quite  important  for  every- 
body to  be  prepared  for  the  way  in  which 
those  Acts,  as  Bevision  Law,  would  be 
decided  fay  the  Courts.  In  one  instance 
no  leas  than  600  votes  were  lost  in  con- 
seqnenco  of  a  particular  decision.  There 
is  one  other  matter  to  which  I  should 
like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee— I  mean  the  duplication  of  names, 
not  on  Qie  Totera'  list,  but  on  the  Be- 
gister  itself.  A  oonsiderahle  discasnon 
has  been  raised  as  to  the  large  number 
of  abstentions  from  the  poll  in  Ireland. 
Well,  I  can  say  that  it  was  due,  to  a  great 
extent,  to  the  duplication  of  names  on 
the  Eegister.  My  attention  was  called 
to  one  case  in  which  the  name  of  one  in- 
dividual occurred  on  the  Kegister  no  less 
than  60  limes,  and  no  less  than  five  times 
on  one  page,  the  names  bung  in  close 
proximity  to  each  other.  I  am  aware 
that  this  was  the  caEe  in  a  large  number 
of  constituencies  in  which  no  proper  re- 
TisioQ  took  plaoe,  in  conaequenoe  of  one 
Party  being  in  such  overwhelming  force 
that  there  was  no  opposition  made  before 
the  Hoviaing  Barrister.  I  certainly  join 
in  the  appeal  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  ior  South  Deny  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  that  the  Government  should  take 
this  matter  into  their  consideration,  and, 
when  the  propw  time  oomes,  they  will, 
no  doubt,  receive  suggestions  fVom  all 
parts  of  the  House  as  to  the  way  in 
which  it  should  be  dealt  with.  I  do  not 
mean  to  challenge  this  Vote  ;  but  I  re- 
spectfully assert  that  there  are  two 
points  on  which  tiie  law  ought  to  be 
amoLded. 

Vote  effrttd  io. 

EEVENUE  DEPAIITMENTS. 

(iO.)  £12,000,  Inland  Eevenue. 

Mh.  JACKSON:  I  do  not  rise  to 
oppose  this  Tote,  because  the  amount  of 
it  is  already  due  to  those  who  act  as  col- 
lectors and  so  on ;  but  I  desire  to  eall  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  to  what  I  think  is  the 
oaiise  of  a  Tery  large  increase  in  thisVote, 
and  the  possibility  of  efiisoting  n  very 

Mr.  Maurice  Mealy 


oonndenble  eoonomy.  It  will  be  ia  the 
recollection  of  the  Oommittee  that  these 
Supplementary  Estimates  arise  from  tiie 
poundage  having  been  increased,  not  by 
reason  of  any  additional  labour  having 
been  thrown  upon  the  collectors,  but  by 
the  increase  of  the  Income  Tax  from  6rf. 
to  Zi.  in  the  pound ;  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  although  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate asked  for  is  only  £12,000,  the 
actual  additional  poundage  is  not  less 
than  £26,000.  Some  time  ago  the  ques- 
tion was  raised  as  to  whether  an  altera- 
tion should  be  attempted  in  the  system, 
and  whether  the  whole  collection  of  the 
tax  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Inland  Bevenue.  That  was  rejected  by 
the  House.  I  am  not  at  present  going 
to  discuss  whether  that  decision  ca  tiie 
House  was  a  wise  one  or  not.  It  was 
the  dedston  at  which  the  House  airiTed, 
and  it  does  not  affect  the  point  which  I 
desire  to  bring  before  the  Committee. 
It  is  at  present  collected  partly  by  the 
Inland  Eevenue  and  partly  by  loc^  col- 
lectors ;  and  although  the  collection  by 
the  Inland  Revenue  shows  a  tendency  to 
increase,  the  payment,  as  I  say,  varies 
not  with  the  amount  of  the  paper  which 
is  necessary  for  the  collection  of  the  tar, 
but  it  varies  by  reason  of  the  increase  or 
decrease— the  rate  of  the  tax  itself.  I 
merely  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  figures  in  order  to  show 
that  it  is  desirable  that  some  alteration 
should  be  made  in  the  system.  The 
poundage  was  settled  by  the  Honse  in 
1880,  and  will  be  found  in  the  Taxes 
Amendment  Act  (1st  Schedule),  1880. 
In  1879-80— the  Schedule  whieb  was 
then  F  is  now  E— the  actual  amount 
of  poundage  paid  was  £178,948;  in 
1880-1  it  was  £165,709;  in  1881-2  it 
was  £166,865;  while  in  1882-3  it  wa8 
£214,570,  the  increase  on  that  year 
over  the  previous  year  being  £47,705, 
and  was,  I  believe,  mainly  due  to  the 
increase  in  the  tax  from  bd.  to  6ii.  in 
the  pound.  The  Expenditure  for  the 
year  1884-6  I  have  not,  nor  for  the  year 
1686-6;  but  the  Estimate  for  1885-6 
was  £238,750,  to  which  an  additional 
£12,000  is  now  added,  making  together 
£250,750.  The  net  result,  therefore,  is 
this — that  the  estimated  Expenditure  for 
the  current  year  is  £77,900  more  ^n 
the  Estimate  for  the  preceding  year.  I 
ought  to  say,  however,  that  of  &at  sum 
about  £84,000  of  the  intarease  is  owiag 
to  the  charge  for  the  triennial  valnatfan 
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of  properfy  onteide  the  Metropolitan 
area.  It  is,  however,  £80,000  more  than 
the  Bum  paid  in  1880,  and  it  is  £70,000 
more  than  the  amount  of  1684 ;  and  I 
belioTe  that  the  increase  in  the  present 
^ear  is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
increase  of  the  tax  from  6d.  to  dd.  I 
think  it  seems  unlikely  that  the  lueome 
Tax,  for  some  time  to  come,  will  be  much 
redaoed;  and  that,  therefore,  the  time 
liaearriTod  when  the  amountof  poundage, 
aa  settled  in  1 880,  might,  with  verj  great 
propriety,  be  revised,  and  a  very  large 
and  material  economy  effected. 

The  SEORETABY  to  thb  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowisa) :  This  is  a 
question  which  is  of  very  ^eeab  import- 
ance ;  and  the  Committee  u  very  much 
indebted  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Leeds 
(Mr.  Jackson)  for  having  brought  it 
before  them.  In  1883  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  present  Home  Secretary  (Mr. 
Ohilders)  brought  the  question  before 
the  House,  and  showed  how  £30,000 
a-year  could  be  saved  if  the  Income 
Tax  was  oolleoted  by  the  officers  of  the 
Inland  Revenue,  who  are  paid  by  salaries 
and  not  by  poundage ;  but  the  Gtovem- 
ment  was  beaten,  and  we  have  gone  on 
paying  £30,000  a-year  moro  than  we 
ought  to  have  done.  The  House  pre- 
fened  the  interest  of  the  tax  oolleotora 
to  that  of  tha  taxpayers.  The  statuto^ 
poundage  is  alvaya  Hd.  in  the  pound, 
whatever  the  rate  may  be,  and  it  is  pay- 
able at  the  time  of  collection.  But,  in 
addition  to  that,  every  year  very  large 
allowances  are  made,  called  extea 
poundage,  which  varies  at  the  same 
ratio  as  the  Income  Tax  itself—the 
extra  poundage  being  reduced  as  the 
rate  of  the  tax  rises.  For  instance,  the 
extra  poundage  for  next  year  will  be 
very  largely  reduced.  For  my  own  part, 
I  believe  that  the  Income  Tax  ought  to 
be  collected  by  the  officers  of  the  Inland 
Bevenue,  who  are  paid  by  salary ;  and  I 
shall  be  only  too  glad  if  hon.  Members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  will  co- 
operate with  me,  and  give  a  reasonable 
ehanoe  ai  altering  the  law  in  this  direc- 
tion. 

Vote  agr»«d  to. 

(U.)  £45,000,  Post  Office. 

Mb.  BARBY  :  In  connectioa  with  this 
Yote  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  low 
rate  of  wages  paid  to  rural  postmen  in 
Ireland.  Strong  representations  have 
been  made  to  me  m  regard  to  this 


mattar ;  and  a  great  many  oases  of  ex- 
treme hardship  have  reached  me.  The 
rate  of  wages  to  rural  postmen  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  is  very  low  indeed  ; 
but  in  Ireland  it  does  not  amount  to 
one-half  of  what  it  is  in  England  and 
Scotland.  Since  the  introduction  of  the 
Faroel  Post,  moreover,  the  duties  and 
the  hardships  of  their  position  have 
greatly  incrMsed.  But  thero  is  another 
point  which  I  am  also  desirous  of  bring- 
ing forward.  Irish  people  in  England 
and  Scotland  are  in  the  habit  of  send- 
ing over  postal  notes  to  their  friends  in 
the  rural  distriots  of  Ireland ;  and  it  is 
not  fair  to  allow  men  who  are  paid  at 
starvation  rates  to  be  placed  in  such 
poutions  of  temptation.  In  the  last 
Parliament  I  drew  attention  to  this 
question,  and  received  assurancee  that 
something  would  be  done  to  improve 
this  state  of  things ;  but  up  to  the  pre- 
sent nothing  has  been  done  in  the  mat- 
ter. I  woidd  urge  on  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  who 
has  charge  of  the  Post  Office  Business  in 
this  House,  that  he  should  give  this 
matter  his  attention,  and  see  if  some- 
thing cannot  be  done  to  improve  the 
position  of  this  large  body  of  public 
servants. 

Mb.  OONYBBABE:  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  add  one  word  on  behalf  of  tbs 
rural  postmen  of  Cornwall,  after  what 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has  said.  I 
had  intended  to  raise  tiiis  question  on 
this  Yote ;  but  I  am  glad  it  has  staick 
others,  as  well  as  myself,  as  being  im* 
portant ;  and  I  am  glad  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  it.  I  wish, 
in  addition  to  what  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  said,  to  call  attention  to  this  im- 
portant consideration,  that  rural  post- 
men are  almost  the  only  class  of  public 
tervuita  who  have  to  do  Sunday  work, 
and  who  are  paid  at  so  low  a  rate  as 
they  habitually,  and  as  a  recognized 
fact,  are  paid.  The  Government,  I 
think,  should  not  fail  to  give  the  subject 
their  best  consideration.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  said  it  rather  strains  the  honesty 
of  men  in  the  humble  position  which 
many  of  these  postmen  oeoupy,  to  com- 
pel them  to  tuce  charge  of  valuable 
securities  in  the  shape  of  Post  Office 
orders  and  so  forth,  without  giving  them 
a  groaler  wage  than  they  at  present  re- 
ceive. I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  excessive  honesty  of 
nmal  postmen.   I  think  it  does  groat 
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«redit  to  them  that,  luddr  present  pir- 
oumstaaoes,  they  acoomi^ah  their  d«ty 
with  8uohefficieney~withthateffi.oieiHrjr 

vhich.  is  ^moet  iuTariably  their  cbarao- 
teristio.  And  thai  ia  all  the  more  rea- 
son why  we  should  urge  this  point,  and 
why  we  should  press  on  the  Qorern- 
ment  that  the  rural  postmen  should  have 
more  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
Department.  They  ahonld  have  higher 
wagesy  not  only  in  consideration  of  the 
larger  duties  they  hare  to  perform  in 
oonnection  with  the  Parcel  Post,  but  in 
oonsideration  of  the  lai^  amount  of 
Sunder  work  they  have  to  do.  I  do  not 
want  to  argue  against  a  postal  delirery 
on  Sunday,  although  I  am  sun  a  great 
many  people  think  it  would  be  well  if 
there  were  no  Sunday  delivery  at  all ; 
but  I  do  think  this  Sunday  work  should 
be  borne  in  mind  when  we  are  con- 
sidering the  general  question  of  the 
rate  of  wages  paid  to  the  rural  postmen 
out  of  these  Votes.  I  speak  with  some 
experience  on  this  subject,  because,  just 
as  in  the  case  of  Ireland,  so  in  the 
case  of  my  Oornish  constituency,  large 
sums,  of  money  are  oonstantiy  being 
received  through  the  Post  Office  by 
Oorniahmen  and  their  families — money 
transmitted  to  them  by  relatives  and 
others  in  foreign  oounirt«s.  I  would 
mention,  further,  a  partieularoaae  wUeh 
has  come  before  my  notion  and 
which  I  have  had  to  tning  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Post  Office  in  Lond(m. 
It  appears  tiiat  pweons  are  allowed  to 
continue  acting  as  postmasters  and  post- 
mistresses up  to  an  age  whioh  com- 
pletely duqualifies  them  tor  the  proper 
performance  of  the  duties  which  are  m* 
oumbent  upon  them.  The  instance  I  re- 
fer to  is  the  poBtmietress  at  Tuokingmill, 
a  place  olose  to  Camborne,  which  is  the 
principal  town  in  the  district  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent—the  town  which 
gives  its  name  to  the  Division.  It  is 
feit  by  the  inhabitants  of  Tuckingmill, 
whichis  a  large  village,  almost  deserving 
the  name  of  a  town,  thi^  they  should 
have  extra  advantages  and  oonvaiienoes 
in  the  way  of  a  Honey  Order  OB^ee  and  a 
Telegraph  Office  esU&lished  in  the  place. 
Well,  one  of  Iho  reaeons  given  me  by 
the  Post  Office  Authorities  for  not  carry- 
ing out  the  wishes  of  the  population  of 
that  neighbourhood  is,  that  ^e  present 
postmistress  is  65  years  of  age,  and  is 
quite  inoompetenttoperformnew  duties, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  tight  to  torn 
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her  «way,  and  i^polnt  some  ywonger 
person  in  her  j4aoe.  I  do  not  wajkt  to 
torn  her  out ;  but  I  would  ask  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  whether,  when 
a  person  has  reached  the  age  of  65  in 
the  Postal  Servioe,  it  is  not  time  to  con- 
sider whether  he  or  she  shonld  not  have 
a  retiring  pension,  or,  at  least,  an  as- 
sistant, to  he^  to  do  the  work  ?  At  any 
rate,  I  feel  it  my  dut^  to  protest  aga^at 
the  convenietnoe  of  a  large  mannf  aotnrii^ 
district  being  overlooked  and  set  at 
nought,  in  the  interest  of  onftindividnal, 
through  economical  conaiderations.  The 
appointment  of  an  assistant,  or  the 
giving  of  a  pwaion  to  a  person  85  ysart 
old,  would  be  a  mere  bagatelle. 

Tkb  SBOBETABT  to  tbs  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbe)  :  In  regard 
to  the  case  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  referred  to,  if  he 
makes  a  representation  to  the  proper 
Authorities,  it  will,  no  doubt,  reeaive 
attention,  and  an  answer  will  be  given 
to  him.  For  myself,  I  am  neither  eon- 
versant  with  the  facts  of  the  oase  ner 
the  explanationB. 

Mb.  CONYfiEABE:  I  hare  brought 
the  case  before  the  Post  Office  Auuo- 
rities,  and  have  been  commenting  on 
the  answer  I  received. 

Thb  SEOBETABY  to  thb  XBEA- 
SUBT  (Mr.  H.  H.  FowiiEB) :  With  ro- 

§Brd  to  the  reference  made  by  the  hen. 
rsntleman  opposite  (Mr.  Barry)  to  the 
pay  of  nunl  postmen,  a  Qoestioit  was 
addressed  to  me  upon  it  the  othor  day, 
and  I  retnnied  an  answer  at  the  time. 
Any  farther  representations  that  may 
be  made  will  be  duly  considered,  and 
any  further  Questions  that  may  be  adced 
I  will  reply  to.  In  dealing  with  this 
matter,  I  wish  to  speak  to  EkigUsh 
and  Scotch  as  well  as  Irish  Memben- 
I  would  point  out  to  them  that  there  is 
one  principle  Mr.  Faweett  need  to  eaun- 
dato  on  the  Post  Office  Yotee-^am^r 
that  applications  for  an  inarease  of  cost 
in  the  working  of  the  Poet  Office  are 
really  applkatioDB  for  an  increase  to  die 
taxation  of  the  coaatzy ;  and  while,  eo 
the  one  hand,  no  tme  is  more  opposed 
than  I  am  to  any  attempt  on  me  part 
ot  the  Oovexnment  to  undersell  tiw 
public  labour  market,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  are  not 
entitled  with  public  money  to  oversell 
the  labour  market.  It  would  be  most 
unfair  to  take  advantage  of  the  pontioa 
of  the  GKmornment  to  buy  labour  at  ft 
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less  prioe  than  the  perscmB  employed 
would  reoecre  elsewhere  for  the  same 
serrioe.  But,  at  the  same  time,  we 
are  not  entitled,  as  trustees  of  public 
money,  from  motives  of  generosity  or 
Kberality,  to  pay  higher  prioee  for  an 
article  than  private  puzohaeers  will 
nve.  I  do  not  dispute  that  there  may 
he  a  great  deal  in  what  has  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  this  side 
of  the  Hoan  (ICr.  Oonybeare),  and 
that  it  may  desarre  inreatigation,  and 
ought  to  reeeiva  it.   We  may  be  under- 

flaying  the  pootmen  and  giving  them 
ssa  than '  what  is  right ;  bnt  may  I, 
without  presumption,  ado  those  faon. 
Membera  on  thia  side,  fresh  from  the 
hustings,  who  hare  pledged  themselves 
to  economy  in  the  Public  Service— to 
which  pledge  I  am  sure  they  will  wish 
to  adhere— to  remember  that  all  these 
applrcations  for  grants  for  increased 
wagee,  annuities,  and  so  on,  out  of  the 
public  funds,  means  increased  national 
expenditaxe,  and  increased  expenditure 
means  inereased  taxation.  With  refer* 
ence  to  this  Yote,  I  congratulate  theOom- 
mitteeon  l^fact  that,  although  this  is  a 
Supplementary  Estimate,  we  are  ina  p<Mi- 
tion  to  ask  for  it,  because  this  £45,000 
represents  a  large  iaenaae — almost  un- 
ezpeoted— in  the  Boet  Office  Business 
dming  the  year.  The  Post  Office  Be- 
Tonne  ia  now  decidedly  improving,  and 
the  growth  is  greater  than  was  expected 
by  the  former  Ohanoellor  of  the  Exohe- 
quer,  at  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, when  he  looked  at  the  finances  in 
the  course  of  the  summer.  In  ashing  for 
thia  Vote,  I  am  not  asking  for  it  to 
make  up  for  decrease  of  Post  Office  Re- 
venue ;  I  am  asking  for  it  to  pay  for 
servioea  that  have  been  rendered,  and 
in  lespeot  of  whudi  the  State  will  re- 
eeive  a  proper  return.  If  hon.  Gentle- 
men will  favonr  me  with  idie  details  of 
thmr  complaints,  I  will  take  care  that 
a  proper  reply  is  furnished  them. 

Mb.  BOYD-KINNEAB:  I  wish  to 
add  my  voice,  on.  behalf  of  the  rural 
poatmeo  of  Beotland,  to  the  daima  wlueh 
BttTe  been  made  on  behalf  of  similar 
Post  Office  servants  in  Ireland  and  En^ 
land.  In  regard  to  any  increase  m 
wages  that  may  be  granted,  I  think  the 
postmen  of  the  country  districts  of  Scot- 
luid  have  fully  an  equal  claim  to  those 
of  England  and  Ireland,  because  they 
have  to  do  their  work  under  greatcv 
difficulties  and  diaadTaootagea.  Tlie 


elimate  in  these  Northern  parts  ia 
scarcely  so  good  as  in  ether  portions  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  amd  the  country  is 
a  good  deal  more  difficult  to  travel  over. 
These  country  postmen  have  a  good 
deal  of  work  to  do,  and  have  to  do  it  in 
all  weathers,  and  that,  I  think,  is  a 
point  whiofathe  Committee  should  not 
fail  to  consider.  With  r^fud  to  the 
nmarks  which  have  ftdlea  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  aa  to  duty 
incumbent  on  Ae  Government  &nd  the 
Hoiose  of  not  paying  more  than  the 
market  rate  of  wages,  I  would  venture 
to  suggest  that  there  should  be  some 
qualiuaatka  to  that.  We  are  asking 
from  postmen  speoial  service,  not  that  of 
ordinary  labour,  though,  no  doubt,  it  is 
as  hard.  It  is  service  as  trying  to  the 
oonetitution  as  that  of  the  ordinaty 
labourer ;  bnt,  in  addition,  it  is  service 
performed  under  oiroumstanoes  of  con- 
siderable temptation,  and,  therefore,  I 
thiok  we  are  bound  to  recognize  that 
they  deserve  higher  remuneration  than 
that  at  which  the  cheapest  labour  can 
be  hired  in  country  districts.  I  would 
say,  further,  that  it  is  not  right  on  the 
put  of  thia  great  and  wealthy  country 
to  oat  down  the  wages  paid  for  ita 
manual  aerrioesi— ita  lower  clws  of  la- 
bour— to  tlie  minimiun  amount  for  which 
liiey  can  be  obtttined.  An  hmi.  Gentle- 
man recently  gave  Notice  of  a  Motion 
which  I  very  much  regret  was  allowed 
to  fall  through — a  Motion  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  the  services  of 
the  country  could  not  be  beoellted  by 
an  increase  in  the  payments  made  to 
nearly  all  classes  of  public  servauts,  the 
money  to  effect  the  increase  to  be  ob- 
tained not  by  an  increase  in  the  taxation 
of  the  whole  country,  but  b^  diminishing 
the  salaries  paid  to  the  higher  ofitotals 
in  the  Public  Service.  I  regret  that  he 
did  not  insist  on  that  Motion,  but 
yielded  to  an  illusory  suggestion  that 
the  question  should  be  metged  in  one 
fbr  iqmointing  a  Oommittw  to  deid 
with  the  Eswnatea  for  the  sorvioe  of 
eaeh  year.  X  only  allude  to  it  now  in 
order  to  aay  that  it  aeema  to  me  incum- 
bent on  the  Government  and  this  House 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  servants  it 
employs  in  lower  capacities,  and  to  exer- 
cise principles'  of  strict  economy  and 
justice  in  dealing  with  the  salaries  paid  to 
the  higher  servants  in  the  FubKo  Offices. 

Mr.  DEASY  :  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
worde  ia  anpport  of  the  argumeata  of 
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tike  hum.  QflBctlAmaa  who  nreke  frtna  thii 
ride  of  tbe  House  (Ifr.  Bany).  I  d» 
not  think  the  hon.  GenUeman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  dealt  with  the  case 
presented  bj  my  hon.  Friend.  I  know 
it  is  usual  for  Alembers  of  the  GDvern- 
meat,  under  ciroumstances  of  this  cha- 
racter, to  say  that  particular  inataooes 
of  hardship  should  be  furnished.  It 
would  be  absolutely  impossible  for  any 
hon.  Gentleman  to  be  able  to  asoertain 
with  any  decree  of  accuracy  the  many 
oases  in  which  the  postmen  in  rural  dis- 
tricts are  badly  x>aid  and  the  many  in> 
staooes  in  which  their  position  deserves 
attention.  My  opinion  is  that  the  Qo- 
Temment  ou^bt  to  deal  with  the  matter 
in  a  broad  and  public- spirited  manner 
as  &r  as  Ireland  is  oonoemed.  In  rural 
districts  in  Ireland,  where  the  Post 
Offices  are  wide  apart,  it  is  no  unusual 
thing  for  a  man  to  hare  to  walk  12  or 
13  miles  from  one  plaee  to  another  and 
baok  again  in  a  day,  and  that  for  the 
miserable  stipend  of  6<,  or  10<.  a-week. 
As  to  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  said 
with  regard  to  the  pledges  of  economy 
given  by  hon.  Uembers  at  the  hustings, 
I  would  point  out  that  cases  of  this  kind 
could  not  hare  been  included  in  those 
deolarattons,  for  the  question  here  is 
simply  one  of  fair  fi^y.  Economy  is  all 
very  well  in  its  way ;  but  it  is  not  right 
to  treat  these  unfortunate  men  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  treated. 
There  are  oasea  where  the  roads  are  par- 
tieularly  bad,  where  the  postmen  have 
to  travel  long  distances  throi^h  districts 
where  the  weaUier  is  inclement  for  at 
least  half  the  year.  I  put  it  to  any  hoa. 
Hember,  is  it  right  to  require  these  men 
to  walk  many  miles  every  day  over 
mountain  roads  for,  perhaps,  lOi.  a* 
week,  when  English  and  Scotch  post- 
men are  paid  more  for  traTelHng  much 
smaller  distances  ? 

The  SEOEETAEY  to  the  TBEA- 
SUKY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler):  I  suted 
the  other  night,  in  reply  to  a  Question 
put  to  me  by  an  Irish  Member,  that  the 
wages  of  rural  postmen  in  Ireland  are 
16f.  a-week. 

Ms.  DEASY:  In  England  it  is  25«. 

Hon.  Members:  No,  no! 

Mr.  DEASY:  The  maximum  in  Ire- 
land, I  t^e  it,  is  16*. 

The  SEOBETABY  to  the  TBEA- 
SUBT  (Mr,  H.  H.  Fowi.bb)  :  Not  the 

Jfr.  Dnwy 


Me.  DEAST  :  Well,  it  is  20*.,  whilat 
in  England  it  is  2fi«.  At  any  rate,  thers 
oao  be  no  doubt  about  the  caroouuiaBoes 
to  wluoh  my  hon.  Friend  (Ur.  Barry) 
has  referred.  1  could,  if  I  had  time  to 
do  so,  give  numerous  instances  where 
rural  postmen  get  considerably  less  than 
16«.  per  week,  and  to  earn  it  hare  to 
walk  enormous  distances  every  day  over 
particularly  bad  roads.  I  hare  only  one 
suggestion  to  make  with  regard  to  the 
Parcel  Post.  There  can  be  no  question 
that  a  great  deal  of  extra  labour  has 
been  thrown  upon  these  men  by  the 
introduction  of  this  system  by  the  Poet 
Office.  Seein^thatUiecustom  of  sending 
large  quantities  of  goods  by  Farcu 
Post  is  growiog,  I  would  suggest  that 
in  many  of  tiie  country  districts,  where 
loige  distances  hare  to  be  gone  orer  by 
these  postmen,  the  Government  should 
entertain  the  idea  of  employing  hcmea 
and  oars  for  travelling  purposes.  There 
is  no  reason  why  men  should  be  required 
to  walk  24  miles  a-day,  when  you  can 
keep  a  car  for  about  22t.  a-week.  It 
se«ms  to  me  only  reasonable  that  the 
Post  Office  Authorities  should  consider 
this  question.  Horses  should  be  used 
instead  of  the  present  mode  of  conveying 
theParoel  Post  and  tbe  ordinary  letters. 
I  should  also  like  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment how  it  is  that  in  Ireland  in- 
dividuals are  allowed  to  waylay  post- 
men and  take  letters  from  them  in  the 
road,  and  why,  when  these  individuals 
have  been  brought  before  the  magis- 
trates, the  oases  have  been  withdrawn 
against  them  ?  In  the  diatrict  in  whioh 
I  live  a  ease  of  that  kind  has  happened. 
A  man,  who  ia  an  offloial  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  a  land  agent,  and  I  know 
not  how  many  other  things,  waylaid  a 
postman,  forcibly  opened  the  post- bag, 
and  abstracted  whatever  letters  he 
wanted.  The  Solicitor  to  the  Post  Office 
was  sent  down  from  Dublin  to  prosecute 
this  pers<m ;  but,  strangely  enough, 
when  the  case  came  before  the  magis- 
trates the  prosecution  withdrew  the 
diai^.  So  that,  instead  of  having  to 
undergo  on  imprisonment  of  two  years, 
as  a  member  of  the  Naticmal  League 
would  have  had  to  do  a  similar 
offence,  the  guilty  peraon,  who  belonged 
to  the  Loyal  and  Patriotio  Brotherhtwd, 
is  walking  about  the  eonn^  of  Oork  at 
this  moment  just  as  free  as  he  was  be- 
fbre  he  oommitted  the  outrage.  I  hope 
l^at  under  the  presaat  Qererament  the 
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lav  will  be  meted  out  Ibirlr  and  with 
an  even  hand,  and  that  memben  of  the 
Oranffe  Sooietv  will  not  escape  soot  free 
in  this  way  when  memben  of  the  Na^ 
tional  Lei^e  Association,  for  timilar 
oonduot,  wonid  be  punished  with  the 
utmost  rigour  of  the  law.  I  shall  put  a 
Queetion  in  reference  to  this  matter  in 
the  courae  of  a  few  days ;  and  I  am  sure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  it  his  best 
attention. 

SiE  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  :  I  will  give 
the  hon.  Member  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  an  in-, 
stauce  of  the  low  rate  at  which  some  of 
the  Irish  rural  postmen  are  paid.  There 
is  a  postman  in  my  own  neighbourhood 
who  travels  70  miles  a-week,  crossing 
an  arm  of  the  sea  twice,  and  reoeivea  for 
it  the  magnificent  salary  of  12«.  per 
week.  He  is  breaking  down  in  health, 
and  I  prtnniaed  some  friends  of  his  that 
I  would  take  the  earliest  mtportunity  of 
bringing  his  case  forwaro.  I  believe 
that  is  not  the  worst  example  of  what 
occurs  by  any  means.  Scotch  Members 
are  always  very  keen  to  have  a  full 
share  of  any  public  expenditure.  The 
hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Boyd-Kin- 
near)  has  not  let  this  opportunity  for 
preying  the  claims  of  Scotland  to  escape ; 
buti  would  ask  himto  apply  the  sharpest 
edge  of  his  intelligence  to  this  proposi- 
tion. The  entire  area  of  Scotland  served 
by  the  Post  0£Soe  is  less  than  the  entire 
area  of  Ireland,  and  yet  the  outlay  in 
Ireland  is  only  £127,857,  whereas  in 
Scotland  it  is  £202,000 — a  proportion  of 
12  to  30.  Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Seoretsry  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  apply  his  mind  to  this  matter  ? 
I  do  not  say  the  Bootoh  postal  servants 
receive  too  much  money;  but  I  wi^ 
those  of  Ireland  to  get  paid  on  the  scale 
that  prevails  in  Soi^and  and  England. 
On  the  whole,  the  Scotch  service  is  as 
well  paid  as  the  En^ish ;  but  I  know 
the  Irish  service  is  worse  paid.  With 
regard  to  the  competition  for  employ- 
ment under  the  Post  Office  and  the  low 
rate  of  wages  paid,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  stud  that  the  Qorernment 
has  no  right  to  obtain  the  services  of 
these  men  at  too  low  a  rate,  compared 
with  the  ordinary  rates  in  the  labour 
market,  nor  at  too  high  a  rate.  But  it 
must  be  remembered  that  Post  Office 
employment  is  «i»  gmerit.  There  is  no 
oomparin^  it  with  the  ordiiuoy  labouTj 
upon  which  market  rates  of  wages  are 
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fixed.  In  estimating  its  price  or  quality 
we  must  jud^e  of  it  as  a  private  em- 
ployer would  judge  of  faithful  service  on 
the  part  of  men  placed  in  positions  of 
trust.  I  feel  confident  that  if  increased 
wages  were  paid  to  these  rural  postmen 
in  Ireland  the  Department  would  not 
have  to  complain  of  excessive  expendi- 
tore,  but  would  find  that  its  receipts 
would  grow  sufficiently  to  recoup  it 
amply  for  the  outlay. 

Mb.  JOHN  WILSON  {Edinburgh, 
Central) :  If  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down  will  kindly  look  at  the  net 
results  as  well  as  the  gross  amonnt  for 
Post  Office  services,  he  will  find  that  the 
Government  has  more  benefit  for  the 
£202,000  given  in  Scotland  than  from 
the  £127,000  given  in  Ireland.  [Sir 
Joseph  M'Kenna  :  I  quite  admit  that.] 
The  hon.  Member  put  it  as  though  the 
Scotch  services  were  higher  paid.  I 
contend  that  the  Scotch  service  is  much 
more  extended,  and  is  much  more  pro- 
ductive in  its  net  results.  Hon.  Gen- 
tlemen must  look  at  net  results,  and 
not  at  gross  sums;  and  if  they  do  they 
will  find  that  the  amount  of  work 
done  in  Scotland  is  greater  than  the 
amount  done  in  Ireland.  I  agree  with 
what  has  fallen  from  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  of  the  House  to 
the  effect  that  the  payments  made  to 
rural  postmen  are  inadequate.  In  Scot- 
land we  have  poat-runners.  They  are 
very  hard  worked  ;  tbey  have  to  go  out 
every  day,  no  matter  what  the  weather 
is — be  it  good  or  bad,  sunshine  or 
rain.  They  have  to  travel  over  very 
heavy  roads  and  very  long  roads;  and 
I  think  it  is  a  circumstance  well 
known  to  tiie  Post  Office  authorities 
that  these  mm,  on  an  average,  are  short- 
lived. Many  of  them  are  fluently 
laid  up  from  sickness  caused  by  the 
hardships  they  have  to  undergo.  I 
agree  with  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
that  we  are  all  on  this  (the  Ministerial) 
side  of  the  House  pledged  to  economy ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  clearly  false 
economy  to  underpay  any  class  of  public 
servants,  more  especially  hard-working 
and  poor  men,  who  discharge  an  impor- 
tant service  to  the  State — a  class  whose 
pay  is  small,  whose  work  is  hard,  find 
whose  lives  are  comparatively  short.  I 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  who  gays 
that  economy  may  be  reached  by  de- 
voting attention}  when  we  revise  the 
EitliuteSf  to  the  leoooaideiratioa  of  «ll 
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higher,  «IaAt..  po»t»  'b«)QOin«  Teoant.  we 
owmot  curtail  tbe  higher  salaries— those,. 
I me^  ffOMiSSOO  to  i&l,000aad£l,600 
—and  ek9  out  a  UtUe  more  the  ealariea 
of.  Buoh  public  eerrautv  as  these  rural 
postmisn  with  whom  wOi  bava  so  much 
aympathy.  ' 

Goui»Xh  NOIAN 1 1  aanaot  regard  it 
4e  altogothdr  a  satisfaotory  state  of 
things  ihtA  the  Seoretary  to  the  Trea-' 
eaxy  should  have  in  this  House  to  attend 
to  the  business  of  the  Post  Office  as  well 
aa  do  hia  own  woi^.  I  know  he  has 
a  great  doal  to  do  in  hia  own  partioolar 
PeMrtmtfnt ;  th.ere£iMe,- when  I  sea  tiiat- 
he  nw  to  de«l  wiith  aU  tha  goevnnoes 
wfa&oh .  are  zttise<t  in  the  House  of  Cam< 
mo&s  ia  regard  to  Poet  Offica  matters^ 
Z  muat  1  think  we  ought  to  have 
someone  here  especially  to  represent 
the  Post  OfiQce.  However,  as  the  hon. 
Member  its  so  efficient  in  oth»  Depart- 
atents,  pertiaps  he  will  be  able  to  set 
right  a  matter  which  I  will  proceed  to 
"btiag  undar  his  notice.  After  a  great 
deal  of  prfisBure  £6,000  was  giTen  for 
Uie  purpose  of  acoeleraUng  the  mails  in 
Irewid.  That  was  a  handsome  sum  to 
grant  i  but,  at  the  same  timat  it  has  been 
aO'g^ied  that  two-thifda  of  xny  oonati- 
taents-^ — 

;  Thb  chairman  :  I  must  call  the 
hMi.  wd.  gallant  Member'a  attention  to 
the  fact  that  this  intsreaae  refers  only  to 
the  aaUuiea  oi  poetmastmrs. 

Cloi<envLNOXjAN'.  Ithinklam speak- 
ing to  the  point.  Sir;  for  I  imagine  the 
aaluy  of  the  postmaatsr  or  poatmaaters 
ought  to  be  reduced  for  not-proparly 
attending  to  this  matter,  or  possibly 
OQght  to  b^  increased.  The  point  is  a 
Tery  obvious  one.  I  canno^  as  a  pri- 
vate Member,  propose  an  increase  of  the 
Yote ;  but  I  would,  on  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke 
last)  suggest  that  if  the  officials  con- 
cerned were  properly  paid  we  should 
find  this  work  much  better  attended  to. 
Again,  perhaps  it  is  rather  a  question 
of  oi^anization  than  of  payment ;  and 
of  course.  Sir,  if  you  rule  me  out  of 
Order,  I  will  not  preaa  the  question.  I 
wish  to  explain  that  the  district  of  Tuam 
and  North  Qalway  generally  ia  snSerinff 
from  this  grant  of  £6,000  a-year.  It 
ia'  Bufiering  fyom  this  aooelaration  of 
mails,  and  in  thia  very  aimple  way. 
There  are  two  cross  lines  of  railway,  one 
of  wljioh  gets  money  ioc  the  purpoaa  o£ 
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aecelcKaiing  thtetna^a,  wh^atr^I^^®^ 
doea  npt ;  and  the  result  ia  thjtt  the  dia- 
trict  I  r^er  to  loses  a  post — — , 

Thje  CHAIKMAN  :  .1  mu^gaino^ 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman's  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  he  ia  wandering 
from  the  -  Question  before  the  Com-. 
mittee. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  In  that  case,  JSir> 
I  will  not  OTSSS  the  subject  farther. 

Mr.  JOHNS:  We  are  tere  te  lo*k 
into  the  public  Kxpenditure;  and  I 
would  qsk,  therefore,  is  this  not  a  que^ 
tion  of  supply  and  demand  more,  than 
anything  elsa?  ^here  there  ia  ona 
Taoanoy  undev  the  Poat  Office  there  are 
a  dozen  men  anxious  to  fill  Although 
it  may  appear  -ungxaoipiiis  to  4i8agtee: 
with  Irish  Membera  pp^ositcy  aaevK 
is  now  the  faahion  to  agree  to  all  they 
desire,  lam  bomid  tossfy  thatthisseema 
to  me  simply  a  question  of  supply  andr 
demand.  I  therefore  think  it  would  be 
a  bad  policy  to  vote  for  any  Public  De- 
partment, either  in  Ireland  or  Scotland, 
paying  higher  wages  than  the  men  are 
prepared  to  take. 

Mr.  T.  0.  HABRINGTON:  I  sym* 
pathize  very  much  with  what  haa  been 
said  as  to  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 
salaries  of  some  of  the  rural  postmen 
and  postmasters.  I  am  aware  that  there 
are  considerable  complaints  in  some  dia> 
tricta  in  -  Ireland  in  regard  to  pootr 
masters  having  tiiie  option  of  deUrering 
letters  on  Sundays  or  not,  aathay  please,^ 
and  that  many  people  desire  to  see  new 
regulations  made  for  dealing  with  this 
matter.  Conaiderable  inconvenience  is 
occasioned  to  the  public  by  the  post- 
mastara  pos^esin^  the  option  I  refer  to ; 
because  in  many  oases  persons  only  come 
into  the  rural  towns  to  which  their  letters 
are  addressed  on  Sundays;  andiftheydo 
not  get  t^ei^  letters  on  that  day  they  hare 
to  go  without  them  for  a  oonsiderabia' 
time.  The  present  regulatkm  is  a  very 
objectionable  one,  though  it  seems  to 
rae  it  will  occasion  very  little  inconre- 
nienoe  to  the  postmasters  if  it  is  altered. 
The  authorities  ought  to  remedy  the 
eril.  There  is  a  point  in  comiaetion  with 
thrae  rural  postmen  which  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  not  grasped.  He  haa  said 
that  their  minimum  salary  ia  16ff.  per 
week.  There  ia  an  entire  miaapprefaen- 
aion  as  to  that.  If  theae  men  were  regu- 
lar officials  of  the  Post  Office,  no  doubt 
16$.  would  be  the  miniaum ;  hat  maoy 
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of  th«m  a»  not.  They  are  regarded  as 
emphifit  of  the  postmaBtera  and  sab- 
postmasters.  Th»  poetmasters  and  sub- 
postmasters,  of  course,  hare  a  reason  for 
praetisitig  economy  which  tiiey  would 
not  hare  if  they  were  dealing  with  the 
money  of  the  Poet  Office.  Althongh  it 
has  been  stated  here  that  the  minimnm 
salary  of  these  postmen  is  16s.  per  week, 
in  many  cases  it  is  10«.  per  week,  or  less. 

Mb.BARBY:  lam  glad,  atall  events,  to 
hearthatthesalaryoftheregal&rsiRp/oy^i 
is  not  leas  than  per  week.  I  think, 
howerer,  that  what  has  been  said  has 
been  sufficient  to  induce  the  Post  Office 
authorities  to  make  a  general  inquiry 
into  this  matter.  1  agree  with  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  payment  of  State  servants 
^onld  be  according  to  the  laws  of  supply 
and  demand ;  but  whilst  I  agree  with 
that  prinmple,  I  object  strongly  to  its 
being  rigorouely  enforced  against  the 
lower  grade  servants,  whilst  it  is  not 
applied  to  the  higher^rade  servants.  I 
happen  to  know  Uiat  in  the  Dublin  Post 
Office  there  are  a  number  of  genUemen 
with  salaries  ranging  firom  £A00  to 
£1,500  a-year,  who,  if  we  applied  this 
principle  of  supply  and  demand  to  them, 
woald  be  receiviiig  much  lees  salaries. 
I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  will  have  a  hand  in 
framing  the  Estimates  for  next  year; 
and  if  ne  has,  I  trust  he  will  take  care 
to  apply  the  principle  laid  down  to-night, 
and  apply  it  impartially,  both  to  the 
higher  and  lower  grade  serrants. 

Vote  agreed  io. 

NAVY  (SUPPLEMENTAKY  ESTI- 
MATES, 1880-6). 

(12.)  2,500  lien  and  Boys,  Navy. 

(18.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*  That  a  SiipplementaiT  sum,  not  exceeding 
£308,400,  be  gnnted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Cfaarse  which  vill  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment dating  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  1888,  to  meet  additional  Ezpendltors  for 
Navy  Services." 

Db.  CAMERON:  Mr.  Courtney,  the 
Yote  now  before  the  Committee  contains 
an  item  of  £32,200  as  a  Supplementary 
Qrant  for  Naval  Dockyards  at  Home 
and  Abroad.  I  propose  the  reduction  of 
the  Yote  by  this  amount.  Some  weeks 
ago  a  statement  appeared  in  one  of  the 
l^iding  newspapers  to  the  effect  that 
another  deficit  amounting  to  £SO0,0OO, 


had  been disoov«r«dinth«aooouiit«oltb» 
Admiralty;  and  that  statement  was  sup- 
plemented by  another  statement  to  the 
effect  ^at  it  had  hitherto  been  tiia  pTao- 
tico'  ot  thft  Oonetruotion  D^artment  of 
the  Admiralty-  to  minimise  the  work 
done  by  contractf  so  as  to  iranire  a 
balance  on  the  Contract  Yote,  vith 
whioh  bfdanoe  they  made  up  any  defi- 
meney  that  might  arise  in  the  Dockyard 
Yote.  Now,  the  meaning  of  that  state- 
ment, if  it  were  true,  would  be  that  this 
Honse  had  been  asked,  year  after  year, 
to  vote  more  money  for  work  to  be  done 
by  contract  than  was  wanted  for  that 
purpose ;  thatj  systematically,  less  work 
than  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  House 
was  done  by  contract  in  private  yards ; 
that  the  work  was  kept  back  in  order 
that  each  year  there  might  be  a  balance  ; 
and  that  that  balance,  instead  of  being 
handed  into  the  Exchequer,  had  been 
appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  another 
Vote  altogether;  that  the  Dockyards 
had  been  conducted  in  such  a  way  that 
a  much  larger  sum  had  been  spent  in 
them  than  was  authorized  by  Taitia- 
ment;  and  that  thedeflcienoyintiiem  was 
made  good  by  money  whicn  was  saved 
off  the  Contract  Yote.  I  asked  my  hon. 
Friend  the  late  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty (Mr.  Eitchie)  a  Question  in  refer- 
ence to  the  subject,  and  I  ascertained 
from  him  that  the  statement  as  to  the^ 
deficit  of  £200, 000  was  not  quite  correct. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  so  pushed  forward  the  contract  work 
that  £170,000  worth  of  work  had  been 
done  more  than  had  been  estimated  for 
and  voted  for  by  Parliament.  I  am  not 
going  to  challenge  the  wisdom  of  push- 
ing the  work  on.  It  would  doubtlesshave 
been  more  regular  had  a  closer  estimate 
been  made ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
is  much  more  profitable  to  the  country  to 
have  its  shipbuilding  pushed  forward 
rapidly.  It  is  anything  out  an  eeonomio 
system  to  keep  a  ship  on  the  stocks  for 
MX,  seren,  eight,  or  nine  years,  when  it 
could  be  turned  out  in  t^ree  years; 
therefore,  I  do  not  at  all  challenge  that 
portion  of  the  matter,  and  I  do  not  in- 
tend in  the  least  to  find  fault  with  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Eitchie)  for  pushing 
forward  the  work  by  contract.  But  he 
went  on  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  second 
part  of  my  Question,  that  for  some  years 
past  the  whole  amounts  inserted  in  the 
Estimates  for  contract  work  had  not 
been  so  expended;  but  considerable 
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sums  had  bsen  utilized  for  the  pnrchase 
of  stores  and  for  Docfcyard  wages.  He 
added  that  in  five  years  a  sam  of 
£300,000  Toted  by  this  House  for  work 
to  be  done  by  contract  in  private  yards 
had  not  been  used  for  that  purpose,  but 
paid  to  make  good  deGcieneies  in  the 
accounts  of  the  Dockyards.  Noir,  that 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  improper 
system.  It  was  discovered,  apparently, 
ooly  acoidentalty.  Had  the  permanent 
officials  been  aUowed  to  keep  beck  the 
work  done  on  contract  asusuaf,  we  should 
hare  had  a  similar  excess  in  the  Contract 
Vote  forthcomiog  this  year  also  to  pay 
for  the  excess  of  expenditure  in  the 
Dockyards,  and  this  sum  now  before  the 
Committee  would  not  have  come  under  our 
cognizance.  It  is  lucky  that  the  energy 
of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Bitchie)  was 
the  means  of  his  discoTeriog  this  irregu- 
larity. When  ve  hare  this  sort  of  thing 
occurring  year  after  year — and  it  ap- 
pears to  have  amounted  to  a  system — I 
think  we  should  take  cognizanoe  of  the 
matter,  and  mark  our  disapprobation  of 
the  system  by  a  reduction  of  the  Vote. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  we  cannot  have 
the  smallest  control  over  the  expendi- 
ture so  long  as  this  kind  of  thing  is  al- 
lowed to  go  on.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  transfer  of  this  money  from  one 
Vote  to  the  other  has  been  illegal.  I 
believe  that  the  formal  sanction  of  the 
House  is  asked  every  year ;  but  it  is  asked 
at  a  time  when  no  one  knows  anything 
about  it.  I  am  certain  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Qentleman  the  late  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Ritchie)  must 
have  been  a  revelation  to  most  Mem- 
bers, even  to  old  Members  of  the  House ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  discover 
must  have  been  a  revelation  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  when  he  made  it.  I 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the 
sum  of  £82,200. 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed) 

"  That  the  Itett  of  £32,200.  for  Dockyards 
at  Home  and  Abroad,  be  omitted  from  tiio  pro- 
posed Vote."— (Or.  Camtron.) 

The  8ECEETAEY  to  the  ADMI- 
EALTT  (Mr.  Hiubeet)  :  I  do  not  find 
fault  with  my  hon.  Friend  (Dr.  Cameron) 
for  raising  this  question ;  at  the  same 
time,  I  think  that  he  has  made  rather 
more  of  the  complaint  than  he  is  justi- 
fied in  doing,  considering  that  no  excess 
is  transferred  &om  one  vote  to  another 
without  the  matter  going  through  a  very 
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oarefol  process  of  examination.   In  the 
first  place,  the  Department  cannot  apply 
money  which  has  been  voted  for  con- 
tract work  to  any  other  work  without 
the  oonsent  of  the  Treasury,  and  then  the 
transfer  has  to  be  passed  by  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee,  and  placed  in  tiie 
Appropriation  Aocount.  Therefore,  there 
are  three  different  processes  through 
which  the  matter  has  to  go  before  it  can 
receive  public  assent.  At  the  same  time, 
I  quite  agree  with  the  principle  my  hon. 
Friend  has  enunciated— namely,  that  it 
is  not  a  desirable  thing,  supposing  it  is 
done  intentionally,  that  the  Department 
should  put  down  for  any  particular  Vote 
a  larger  sum  than  they  know  wili  be 
employed,  with  the  intention  of  using 
the  stirplus  for  other  purposes.    It  is 
desirable  that,  with  regard  to  every  Vote, 
the  fullest  information  should  be  ob- 
tained by  the  Department,  and  that  the 
Estimate  should  be  pre^tared  in  accord- 
ance with  that  information.  Now,  upon 
the  particular  point  to  which  allusion 
has  been  made,  and  which  has  given  rise 
to  the  application  to  the  Hoose  for  the 
payment  of  £32,000  upon  &e  Contract 
Vote,  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  find  fault 
either  with  the  Admiralty  Department 
for  any  mistake  they  have  made  to  cause 
this  excess— I  do  not  find  fault  either 
with  the  late  Liberal  Government  or 
with  the  late   Conservative  Gorem- 
mrait  in  respect  of  it,  and  for  the  very 
reason  that  I  believe  the  whole  cause  of 
this  increased  demand  for  contract  work 
is  entirely  owing  to  the  depression  in 
trade  which  exists  in  the  country.  There 
are  very  few  of  the  shipbuilding  yards 
to  which  these  contracts  nave  been  g^ven 
where  there  is  much  work  going  on  ex- 
cept Government  work;  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  it  has  been  necessary  for 
the  different  contractors  to  push  on  our 
work  more  rapidly  than  they  would 
have  otherwise  have  done  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  have  no  other  work,  or 
very  little  other  work,  in  their  yards. 
Well,  I  do  not  think  we  should  find  fault 
with  the  contractors  for  getting  through 
the  work  as  rapidly  as  they  can ;  and  I 
do  not  think  that  it  is  anything  but  in 
the  interest  of  the  nation  that  the  ships 
which  are  being  built  should  be  com- 
pleted as  soon  as  possible.    Of  course, 
it  is  very  impleasant  not  to  have  calca- 
lated  or  taken  a  sufficient  amount  for 
what  we  require.   Kow,  the  facts  are 
these.  Forthemaohinery  of  tiie  various 
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ships  which  vere  given  out  by  contract 
— ^Oie  large  ships  of  the  8cwt  class — 
there  vas  estimated  a  sum  of  £72,000, 
and  for  the  first-class  torpedo  boats  it 
was  reckoned  that  £55,000  would  be 
spent.  The  expenditure  has  turned  out 
to  be — on  the  first  class  of  boats  £  1 26, 606, 
an  excess  of  £54,606;  and  on  the  second 
class  £64,000,  an  excess  of  £9,000, 
showing  a  total  excess  of  £63,606.  But 
there  are  surpluses  upon  the  machinery 
contract  for  other  ships  which  brings  the 
deficiency  down  to  a  sum  of  £14,000. 
When  we  come  to  the  htill  of  the  ships 
we  come  to  a  very  much  larger  question. 
We  find  that  in  building  the  hulls  of 
five  different  ships — firelarge  ships— the 
contractors  have  earned  during  the  year 
£176,625  more  than  it  was  estimated 
they  would  earn;  and,  therefore,  we  have 
been  obliged  to  come  to  the  Committee 
for  an  increased  grant  to  make  good  the 
contractors*  demands.  Well,  now,  it  may 
be  said  that  when  the  tenders  were  ac- 
cepted we  might  have  calculated  what 
the  amount  would  be  which  would  be 
earned  i  n  the  year.  I  have  taken  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  mat- 
ter ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  gather,  no  accu- 
rate information  as  to  the  earnings  upon 
the  ships  in  course  of  construction 
was  obtained  at  the  Admiralty  till  the 
month  of  November  in  last  year.  When 
the  amount  earned  was  discovered  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  George  Hamilton), 
who  was  then  tho  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miral^, very  properly  approved  of  the 
payment  of  this  excess,  ana  decided  that 
the  progress  of  the  ships,  though  this 
excess  was  being  earned,  was  not  to  be 
impeded.  I  think  it  is  quite  right  that 
no  attempt  should  have  been  made  to 
check  the  progress  of  the  ships,  if  we 
consider  first  of  all  the  desirability  of 
having  the  ships  completed  as  soon  as 
osfiible,  and,  in  the  next  place,  the  un- 
esirability  of  placing  the  contractors  in 
the  position  of  having  to  discharge  a 
large  number  of  their  workmen.  On 
these  grounds,  as  I  have  said,  I  have  no 
fault  to  find  either  with  one  Government 
or  the  other ;  but  place  the  whole  fault, 
if  there  is  any  fault  at  all,  upon  the  un- 
fortunate state  of  tho  trade  of  the  coun- 
try. Well,  owing  to  the  suddenness  with 
which  tho  information  in  regard  to  the 
earnings  on  these  ships  was  sprung  upon 
the  Admiralty,  I  inquired  as  to  what 
was  Uie  system  which  was  adopted  to 
ascertain  th«  earnings  on  the  ships 


which  were  to  be  bnilt  by  contract ;  and 
I  found  that  we  have  overseers  in  all 
the  yards  of  the  country ;  that  it  is  the 

duty  of  these  overseers  to  report,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  Admiralty  what 
amount|of  work  has  been  done ;  and  also 
that  in  the  month  of  October  it  is  ujual 
for  the  Admiralty  to  send  down  an  offi- 
cer to  inspect  and  report  upon  the 
amount  of  money  which  has  been 
earned.  Well,  this  year  that  was  done, 
and  the  Admiralty  received  a  Heport 
from  their  officer,  which  showed  that  this 
lar^e  additional  sum  was  due  to  the  con- 
tractors. Now,  what  I  have  to  say  npon 
the  system  is  that  the  Controller  has  very 
properly  laid  down  a  more  stringent  sys- 
tem of  report  with  respect  to  the  earn- 
ings on  ships,  a  system  which  will  en- 
able him  to  know  from  month  to  mondi, 
more  accurately  than  he  has  hitherto 
been  able  to  do,  the  amount  of  money 
which  is  earned.  But  I  do  not  think  it 
ever  will  be  possible  to  estimate  closely 
the  exact  amount  which  the  contractors 
will  be  able  to  earn  during  any  par- 
ticular year.  You  can  only  do  it  by 
making  a  contract  subject  to  the  condi- 
tion that  the  contractor  shall  only  do 
work  in  each  year  which  amounts  to  a 
certain  sum  of  money.  If  you  make  a 
contract  for  the  ship  to  be  completed  not 
later  than  a  certain  date  you  must  leave 
the  contractor  at  liberty  to  work  rapidly 
or  slowly  according  to  the  state  of  busi- 
ness in  his  yard.  I  do  not  think  that 
nnleas  we  have  a  very  stringent  contract 
— a  contract  very  different  to  that  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  make — we  can 
with  any  certainty  say  what  is  the  exact 
amount  earned  from  one  year  to  another. 
At  the  same  time,  if  you  put  contractors 
under  very  stringent  conditions  the  pro- 
bability is  that  in  the  end  you  will  have 
to  pay  more  for  the  building  of  your 
vessels.  The  more  liberty  you  grant 
your  contractor  as  to  the  rapidity  of  the 
work,  the  cheaper  you  get  thework  done, 
and  that  is  an  object  which  the  Admiralty 
and  the  nation  should  have  in  view.  I 
have  only  one  thing  more  to  say.  My 
hon.  Friend  (Dr.  Cameron)  was  quite 
right  in  saying  that  for  five  years  pre- 
vious to  the  present  there  had  been  sur- 
pluses in  the  Contract  Vote.  I  find  that 
there  was  a  surplus  in  1880  of  £86,000  ; 
in  1881  of  £36,000;  in  1882  of  £81,000; 
in  1883  of  £103,000;  and  in  1884-5  cf 
£199,000.  Therefore,  I  think  the  fact 
tiiat  there  have  been  these  surplnses  in 
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past  years  abovB  thai  the  Depwiment 
vera  quite  juatified  in  not  eatimaling  for 
a  larger  amount  than  thejr  did.  I  should 
haye  thought  my  hon.  Friend  would 
have  been  pleased  that  the  Department 
had  not  estimated  for  a  larger  amount, 
because  it  has  been  the  means  of  bring- 
ing this  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
Committee.  I  can  only  say,  in  oouclu- 
eion,  that  this  matter  is  one  which  eo- 
tirely  depends  on  the  state  of  trade,  and 
that  I  do  not  blame  the  Department, 
and  I  do  not  blame  any  person  who  has 
bad  anything  to  do  with  the  building  of 

Qbneeal  Sir  aEOBQE  BALFOUB : 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  desire  to  offer  a  correc- 
tion to  the  statement  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
Hibbert),  in  regard  to  theform  in  which 
Treasury  sanction  is  giren  to  the  transfer 
of  surpluses  on  some  Votes  to  meet 
defioieueies  on  other  Votes.  I  admit 
sanction  to  be  officially  required.  I  also 
allow  that  without  Treasury  sanction 
the  Auditor  and  Comptroller  General 
wouldref  use  to  pass  accountsof  the  Army 
or  Navy  in  which  transfers  have  been 
made.  I,  however,  say  that  the  mode 
in  which  this  sanction  is  given  is  de- 
lusire.  In  former  Parliaments  I  en- 
deavoured to  expose  these  deefects ;  but, 
having  failed,  I  have  of  late  years  been 
silent.  In  now  again  urging  my  views, 
I  do  so  in  the  hope  that  the  present 
Parliament  may  contain  financial  re- 
formers more  numerous  and  more  earnest 
than  those  found  in  former  Parliaments. 
I  thereforo  respectfully  request  the  new 
Members  to  study  the  Keports  of  the 
Auditor  General  on  the  accounts  of  the 
Army  and  Navy.  There  they  will  find 
that  not  a  year  passes  without  transfers 
of  large  surpluses  on  some  Votes  being 
allowed  by  the  Treasury  to  cover  excesses 
on  other  Votes.  This  sanction  was  a 
check  established  40  years  ago,  intended 
to  enable  the  Treasury  to  enforce  cor- 
rectness in  estimating.  But  in  recent 
years  it  was  neutralized  by  the  War 
Office  and  Admiralty  applying  for 
transfers  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
Indeed,  at  times  the  application  is  made 
after  the  close  of  the  financial  year. 
This  facility  of  obtaining  at  the  end  of  the 
^ear  funds  to  cover  the  expenses  incurred 
in  preriotts  months  led  to  laxity  in 
calculating  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
And  thus  the  Treasury  has  been  de< 
priv«d  of  the  power  a  enforcing  ex- 

Jfr.  Sihhert 


actnesB  in  the  provision-  d  stores  sad 
ships,  by  pointing  out  the  incorrect 
estimating.  Another  objection  to  tlus 
delay  in  applying  is  the  openiog  given 
for  under-estimating  the  charge  for  some 
Votes,  in  the  full  expectation  of  cover- 
ing deficiencies  from  over-estimating 
other  Votes,  which  may  be  expected  to 
be  readily  passed  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  A  tabulation  for  some  years 
of  such  excesses  and  deficiencies  might 
he  usefully  furnished  to  expose  the  bad 
practice.  We  have  just  heard  of  serious 
defects  in  the  Naval  Accounts,  where  the 
ontlay  on  ships  built  by  contract  has 
largfiuy  fallen  below  the  estimated 
amount,  and  that  the  sniplus  has  been 
used  in  coveriDg  excesses  on  other  Votes. 
This  is  a  source  of  great  danger,  because 
the  country  has  been  dduded  into  the 
idea  that  the  Naval  Estimates  provided 
more  vessels  than  were  paid  for  by  the 
accounts.  In  alluding  to  this  serious 
defect  in  the  Naval  Accounts,  I  wish  to 
express  approval  of  the  useful  reform 
initiated  by  the  noble  Lord  the  late 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty(lx>rd  Qeoi^ 
Hamilton),  and  carried  out  by  the  late 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  the  Member 
for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Ritchie) ; 
and  if  I  venture  to  allude  to  a  defect  ia 
the  new  system,  I  am  confident  the 
noble  Lord  will  believe  that  I  fully 
appreciate  his  good  work.  The  defei^ 
I  alluded  to  is  not  clearly  defining  the 
respective  amounts  of  the  outlay,  or  the 
respective  liabilities  in  the  current  and 
coming  official  year.  In  carrying  on 
the  business  of  two  great  Departments  of 
the  Army  and  Navy,  it  is  not  only  essen* 
tial  that  the  greatest  possible  rreedom 
should  be  allowed  the  heads  of  branches, 
to  issue  orders  for  work  or  siqiiplies  of 
stores,  but  that  the  amounts  to  be  ex- 
pended should  be  clearly  known.  To 
this  end,  these  heads  should  be  required 
to  specify  as  closely  as  possible  the 
extent  of  the  orders  to  be  in  force  for 
and  the  sums  to  be  expended  in  current 
and  coming  years,  and  thus  enable  the 
Accountant  General  to  calculate  the 
funds  needed  in  the  respective  years. 
In  this  way  the  danger  of  having  finan- 
cial blunders,  in  the  form  of  surpluses 
and  excesses  on  Votes  such  as  we  so 
often  hear  of,  would  be  in  part  guarded 
against,  or  at  least  lessened.  This  full 
freedom  to  heads  of  branches  to  open 
(ndere  for  expenditure  ought,  bowers^ 
to  bo  oxaroiBed  with  eato.  This  oan 
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best  be  done  by  apebrfying  rfeariy  the 
data  as  to  the  amoanfc  of  work  or  etoms 
to  be  provided,  and  within  what  period, 
and  tiie  Accountant  General  can  thereby 
estimate  the  liabiUties  of  the  year,  and 
be  able  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
PirBt  Lord  and  Parliamentary  Secrettay 
the  Bums  falling  due  on  certain  dates  in 
excess  of  the  grants.  The  next  reform 
I  have  always  advocated  at  home  and  in 
India  has  been  in  requiring  all  surpluses 
of  Votes  to  be  relinquished,  in  the  same 
way  that  surpluses  on  the  total  Vote  are 
givea  np  at  the  elose  of  the  financial 

Sear.  And  on  any  Vote,  rec^iiiiing  ad- 
itional  fnnds  for  meeting  this  necessity 
hnmedtately  it  is  disoorered,  a  Supple- 
mental ESstimate  should  be  prepared, 
and  submitted  for  I&b  sanotion  of  the 
Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  the  dates 
on  wiiich  the  amount  prenously  granted 
by  FarUament  had  been  expended.  But?, 
like  all  other  offi^al  arrangements,  eue- 
cess  or  failure  will  depend  on  the  mode 
of  carrying  out  these  conditions.  A 
diose  and  functional  scrutiny  by  the 
I%nt  Lord  and  Parliamentary  iSecre- 
tary  over  the  monthly  or  weekly  state- 
ments of  financial  reeults  and  Estimates 
of  the  Accountant  General  can  alone 
secure  correctness  in  accoonting. 

LoEO  GEOliO-E  HAMII/FON :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  (Mr.  Hibbert)  has  explained 
so  much  with  regard  to  this  Vote  that  it 
is  not  necessary  lor  me  to  supplement  to 
any  great  extent  what  he  hfw  said.  But 
the  kon.  Gentleman  did  not  expliin  one 
poiUt.  There  Is  a  Aatnval  r^natwiieiB  ott 
the  part  of  the  House  otOomttotis,  which 
I  assure  hon.  Uembers  that  I  fully 
ehai«,  to  assent  to  any  large  sum,  eiUier 
in  the  Original  or  in  tne  Supplementary 
Estimates,  which  will  lead  to  ft  perma- 
nent addition  to  the  annual  expenditmrsw 
Now,  this  sum  of  £200,000  which  is 
xinder  disonssion,  eo  far  from  being  a 
permanent  addition  to,  is  en  absolute 
redueiioB  of,  existing  Habilities  which 
will  have  to  be  met  in  A  subsequent 
year,  and  which  have  not  in  any  way 
daring  the  current  year  been  replaced 
by  a  sum  of  oonresponding  amount. 
What  was  done  was  simply  ws^  Mem>- 
bers  of  the  late  House  Oommoas  will 
recolleot  (hat  the  Earl  of  Northbrook, 
on  behalf  of  <Mr.  GUdstenels  Goveact- 
teODrt  then  i&  Office,  undertook,  in  order 
ttftttiiig  up  the  stVMgth  of  tho'Nsry  «o  i 
4^  rsqusite  level/    spend  in  a  period  I 


of  fite  years  the  sum  of  £3,160,080  in 
the  construction  of  ehips  put  out  to  oon^ 
tract,  and  that  he  and  hie  OoHeagues 
made  an  Estimate  of  the  sum  which  for 
five  years  would  be  incurred  under  con- 
tract. Well,  Sir,  their  Estimates  were 
oiu^fulty  made  at  the  time,  no  doubt; 
but  they  had  no  accurate  calculation -of 
the  cost  of  similar  contrasts  which  had 
been  made  before  by  the  Admiralty. 
And  in  the  first  year,  owing  to  the  un- 
usual depression  of  trade,  there  was 
£200,000  worth  more  of  work  done  -by 
the  oontraetors  than  bad  been  oontem- 

Slated — in  other  words,  they  -ha;T«  nf- 
ueed  the  liabilities  which  Would  have 
had  to  be  met  in  another  year  -hf 
£200,000.  Again,  by  this  tiie  con- 
tractors were  enabled  to  kem  a  lai^g^er 
number  of  men  employed  during  a  timo 
of  pressure,  white  the  Naval  8eFV3ce>aad 
thenation  gets  the  benefit  so  much  soondr 
of  the  ships  in  course  of  construotioin ; 
and  it  should  be  remembered,  ie  tbeso 
days  of  rapid  improvement,  that  this  is 
a  most  important  p<^nt,  beoaose  a  new 
ship,  with  all  modem  appliaiioes;  is  in 
the  early  years  of  exietenee  a  most  forw 
midable  fighting  machine.  I  agree  vety 
much  with  the  remsorks  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Glasgow  (Dt.  Oamcvon). 
He  alluded  to  ^e  fact  that  he  had  tbe 
result  ef  three  years'  Estimates  xrf  thd 
Admirally  to  ^ow  thai  i^eie  had  beta 
a  considerable  surplns  on  the  sum  of 
mon^  devoted  to  c<mtroet  work,  wfakh 
Bur^tts  was  devoted  to  meet  deficiencies 
in  DoehyaKlB.  I  agree  that  if  yota  wiah 
anyone  iA  the  «apaoity  of  -  an  'oflMaL  at 
the  AddoSrftHy  or  in  the  House -<rf  Qoat- 
mons  to  «erciaepn>pw  eontKDl'ov«i!-tb6 
expeaditore^  the  Estimates  almald  bn 
frcuned  with  the  utmost  oaret  and  that 
no  new  Estimateai  should  reseaTe  the 
sanction  of  the  .Hous&  oc  Oemmittes 
until  the  consent  of  the  TrsasuTy  is  oib- 
tamed  to  the  trasuffer  of  the  money  irom 
one  Vote  to  amotbsr.  But  the  exesss  in 
Uris  year  is  easily  aooounted  f cw>  .  Xhe 
Estimates  were  baaed' mi  the  asaomptiom 
that  the  oontraetors  would  h»  abSe  :to 
earn  in  a  given  titae  all  the  noaeyi  to 
which  they  were,  entitled.  It  was  itur 
usual  for  them  to  perform  oU  the  work 
w(hich  would  entitle  them  to  elaim;  Idl 
the  moneys  Now^  howevexi  lUa  tbbeiiitst 
time,  tlw  eiroumafeanose  am- revftfsedk 
and'tha:  eontmctniak  Are  vwy  leeMidevi' 
ably  iniadvan«eifiidtikLth0"W«itlt4  i^Gto 
I  AdmuaHyUHadAe  ooMidsrLithe  qMkf 
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whether  they  would  sanction  that  excess, 
or  inBiBt  on  the  contracts  being  more 
slowly  executed,  which  would  have  io- 
Tolved  the  discharge  of  a  certain  nnm-' 
bar  of  men,  and  added  to  the  number  of 
unemployed  men  at  the  present  moment; 
and,  inasmnch  as  there  was  a  call  for 
ships  to  add  to  the  strength  of  the  Navy, 
we  decided  that  the  extra  work  should 
he  done,  having  confidence  that,  when 
it  was  explained  that  the  sum  of  £200,000 
would  be  deducted  from  the  liabilities 
of  future  years,  the  House  of  Commons 
would  come  to  the  conclnsion  that  we 
were  right  in  the  judgment  at  which  we 
had  arrived.  "Well,  Sir,  the  alterations 
made  in  the  last  few  montla  will,  I  hope, 
insttre  more  accurate  Estimates  in  future. 
I  do  not  say  that  they  are  perfect ;  but 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
Hibbert),  as  is  well  ]mown,  is  a  man  of 
buainess ;  and  if  any  defects  in  the  sys- 
tem were  found  by  him  there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  will  do  his  best  to  remedy  them. 
The  Inspectors  of  the  Admiralty  used  to 
report  every  three  months ;  but  the 
Board  under  the  late  Government  altered 
that  arrangement,  and  required  them  to 
report  every  month ;  and  if  they  think 
that  the  work  done  in  any  of  the  yards 
is  in  excess  of  that  contained  in  the 
Estimates  they  are  at  once  to  report.  I 
do  not  think  a  similar  error  is  likely  to 
occuragain;  buti  believe  that  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty  will  find  that  they 
under-estimated  the  cost  of  arming  the 
ships,  and  the  sums  of  money  necessary 
to  meet  contracts  already  entered  into. 
I  think  it  only  right  tiiat  they  should 
have  a  distinct  waming  of  this,  because, 
although  I  cannot  tell  what  may  be  the 
ultimate  sum  which  the  present  Board 
of  Admiralty  may  decide  upon  in  pre- 
senting to  the  House  the  Estimates  for 
the  forthcoming  year,  I  am  certain  that 
they  will  find  large  liabilities  hanging 
over  them  which  must  be  met  sooner 
than  they  anticipate,  and  which  will 
oanse  a  temporary  increase  in  the  Naval 
Estimates  for  the  next  two  or  three 
years.  But  I  do  not  think  that  increase 
will  be  permanent,  and  I  trust  it  will  be 
succeeded  by  some  considerable  reduc- 
tion. 

Mb.  SYLANDS  :  I  am  sure  that  the 
explanation  given  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
Hibbert),  and  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
If  ember  for  Middlesex,  is  perfectly  satis- 
fiKottny.  Allow  me  to  remind  tiiie  Chwft- 


mittee  that  in  this  eftse  ve  ham  abso- 
lutely reversed  thepoUoy  of  former  years. 
Qoremment  has  before  come  down  te  the 
House  with  the  Navid  Estimates,  whitdi 
providedfor  coBsiderableexpendituiefor 
the  purchase  of  vessels,  and,  instead  of 
insisting  upon  those  vessels  being  com- 
pleted in  the  shortest  possible  space  of 
time,  have  allowed  the  contracts  to  haag 
fire,  so  to  speak.    We  have  paid  very 
large  sums  of  money  upon  unfinished  ves- 
sels which  it  has  seemed  to  me  are,  until 
completed,  useless  to  the  country.  X  have 
from  time  to  time  urged  upon  saooeesiTe 
Boards  of  Admiralty  t^at  the  great  and 
most  essentitd  point  in  deaang  with 
moneys  paid  for  oonstruetion  of  ships  for 
the  Navy  should  be,  that  we  should  oon- 
struct  our  vessels  in  ttie  Dockyards  in  a 
shorter  time,  and  that  in  nving  con- 
tracts we  should  bind  down  the  contrac- 
tors by  heavy  penalties  with  regard  to 
the  time  of  delivery;  and  rather  than 
have  delay  I  would  give  them  a  bonus 
for  completion  before  the  time.  Tou  had 
formerly  several  million  pounds  worth 
of  property  which  in  the  event  of  war 
would  be  utterly  useless.    During  the 
long  periods  in  which  the  vess^s  are 
building,  discoveries  are  made  which 
render  our  arrangements  obsolete ;  and 
so,  after  spending  seven  years  perhapsin 
building,  we  find  ourselves  in  possession 
of  vessels  which  are  not  at  all  equal  to 
the  vessels  purchased  by  foreign  Go- 
vernments, and  built  in  a  much  shorter 
time  than  they  can  be  by  us.  But  I  un- 
derstand the  matter  of  whioh  the  hon. 
Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr.  Ounenn) 
complains  is  tiliat  large  sums  of  tasfUBj 
have  been  used  for  purposes  not  contem- 
plated by  the  Vote  of  Parliament  I 
think  it  an  ohjectkmable,  allhongh  it  is 
a  legal  arrangement,  that  these  suds 
should  be  so  Averted  with  the  oonseot 
of  the  Treasury.  But  there  was  a  greater 
misehief  than  that ;  and  my  hon.  Eriend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  knows 
as  welt  as  I  do  that  when  this  sum  of 
money  was  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the 
financial  year  the  Admiralty  anticipated 
claims  from  contractors.    What  for? 
Not  in  the  interest  of  the  public ;  but  this 
money  to  the  extentof,  perhaps,  £250,000 
was  paid  to  the  contractors  at  an  eariier 
period,  because  if  that  had  not  taken 
place  before  the  end  of  the  finandal 
year,  it  would  have  had  to  be  surren- 
dered to  the  Exchequer-    My  hen. 
Friend  the  Bearetaty  to  th»  Admiral^ 
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teQa  UB  Texj  correct^,  no  doubt,  the 
case  of  these  veseels.  The  lato  Board  of 
Admiralty  found  that  the  contractors 
were  getting  on  more  rapidly  than  was 
expected  with  work  which  it  was  oon- 
sidered  would  extend  over  several  yeare ; 
and  it  would  have  been  simply  an  act  of 
idiotcy  to  say  to  the  contractors — **  We 
will  not  allow  you  to  get  on  with  the 
vessels  sooner  than  we  contemplated." 
As  Ihave  said,  it  is  better  thatinmaking 
contracts  the  Admiralty  shonld  bind  the 
oontraotors  to  finish  the  work  as  speedily 
as  possible;  but  even  then,  if  the  con- 
traotors  are  able  to  complete  the  ships 
sooner  than  tho  time  fixed,  they  should 
be  encouraged  by  a  bonus  to  do  so. 
If  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Glasgow  goes  to  a  divisioa  I  shall  be 
bound  to  sapport  the  GoTeroment. 

Su  THOUAS  BBASSKY:  Hy 
hon.  Friend  seems  to  imply  that  in 
former  years  the  Admiralty  systema- 
tically over-estimated  the  amount  of 
work  to  be  executed  under  contract.  I 
can  aasure  my  hon.  Friend  that  the 
greatest  disappointment  was  felt  when 
the  contractors  failed  to  perform  their 
duties  as  rapidly  as  was  expected.  In 
consequence  of  the  enormous  expansion 
of  the  shipping  interest  of  the  country, 
the  contractors  were  formerly  placed  in 
great  difficulties,  both  as  to  the  supply 
of  materials  of  shipbuilding  and  tbe 
supply  of  labour.  Last  year,  owing  to 
the  condition  of  the  shipbuilding  in- 
dustry, the  conditions  were  entirely  re- 
versed, and  we  found  ourselves  neces- 
sitated to  deal  with  the  excess  expendi- 
ture by  means  of  a  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate. My  hon.  Fnend  will  now,  I 
think,  admit  that  there  was  no  intention 
to  exaggerate  the  amount  of  wbrk  to  be 
done  by  contract  with  a  view  to  transfer 
portions  of  the  money  to  the  Dockyard 
expenditure. 

Me.  J.  W.  BAECLAT :  I  think  the 
point  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Glasgow  (Dr.  Cameron)  has  been  en- 
tirely misunderstood.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Sir  Thomas  Brassey)  speaks  as  if 
my  hon.  Friend  complained  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  money  voted  was  paid 
over  to  outside  contractors.  That  is  not 
his  complaint  at  all,  and  he  did  notpro- 
pose  to  reduce  that  item  in  the  '\u)te. 
It  is  the  sum  of  £33,000  for  the  in- 
creased oost  of  Dockyards  that  my  hon. 
IVnend  objects  to;  he  complains  Oat 
tiu  iiLsrease  is  not  exoepUonal,  but  that 


it  has  boen  going  on  few  the  last  five  or 
six  years.  Not  only  has  the  Admiralty 
every  year  over- estimated  contracts;  but 
they  have,  at  the  same  time,  imder-esti- 
mated  the  expenditure  on  the  Dockyard 
Establishments,  and  the  money  voted 
for  building  new  ships  under  contract 
has  been  diverted  to  pay  for  the  in- 
creased outlay  on  Dockyards.  Now  that 
cannot  be  done  this  year,  because  the 
contractors  have exeoutedalarger amount 
of  work  than  has  been  expected,  and 
the  Vote  for  work  done  by  contract 
has  not  been  available  tot  Dockyard 
work.  That  is  the  reason  why  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  come  to  the  House 
for  this  increased  sum  of  £30,000.  My 
hon.  Friend  objects  to  and  challenges 
this  permanent  increase  of  charge  for 
Dockyard  expenditure.  There  is  no  chcd- 
lenge  of  the  amount  for  payments  to 
contractors  for  building  vessels  under 
contract ;  the  amount  objected  to  is,  as  I 
have  said,  £32,000,  for  a  permEment 
increase  of  the  Dockyard  Establish- 
ments. I  hope  hon.  Members  will  show 
their  appreciation  of  the  principles  of 
economy  by  calling  this  Yote  in  ques- 
tion. The  increase  has  been  going  on 
for  years,  and  I  think  the  Committee 
ought  to  show  their  opinion  on  the 
subject  by  going  into  the  Lobby 
against  it. 

Mb.  EITCHIE  :  I  think  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow 
(Dr.  Cameron)  is  thoroughly  understood 
by  the  Committee.  I  imagine  that  the 
hon.  Member,  in  moving  his  Amendment, 
was  not  seriously  challenging  this  Vote, 
but  that  he  wished  to  call  attention  to 
the  practice  which  has  been  followed 
during  many  years  of  paying  leas  money 
to  contractors  for  contract  work  than 
was  put  down  in  the  original  Estimates. 
If  the  course  proposed  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay) 
be  adopted,  and  the  Committee  were  to 
accept  the  Amendmeutof  the  hon.Member 
for  Glasgow,  it  would  practically  amount 
to  a  censure  on  the  Government  for 
having  decided  to  employ  in  the  Dock- 
yards of  the  country  a  number  of  men 
whom  they  found  there  when  they  came 
into  Office.  Looking  at  the  importance 
of  expediting  the  building  of  ships  and 
of  not  throwing  out  of  employment  a 
large  number  of  men  during  a  time  of 
great  depression,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
Oommittee  vill  eonuder  that  the  late 
Board  of  Acburalty  did  right  in  loUow- 
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ing  that  ooune  xtbtbM  thm  keeping 
vithiatihe Estimates  of  tiiejear.  lam 
sure  tliat  all  tStoee  vlio  desire  the  effl- 
oiency  of  tbe  Navy  vUl  be  {leased  to 
have  beard  tbe  remarks  of  tbe  hon. 
Member  for  Burntey  (Mr.  Rylands)  to- 
night. The  boa.  Uember  has  been  for 
many  years  one  of  the  staunchest  adro- 
catea  of  economy  -in  this  House;  and, 
theorefore,  the  fact  that  the  hon.  Member 
has  risen  to  support  the  extra  payment 
we  bare  made  to  contraotors  during  tbe 
current  year  must  be  a  great  inducement 
to  the  GoTernmmit  to  maiotain  the  pre- 
sent policy,  that  whether  our  ships  are 
being  biult  under  otmrtiraot  ur  in  the 
Dockyards  of  the  country  they  should  be 
completed  as  quickly  as  possible.  It  is 
evident  that  what  the  hon.  Gentteman 
states  is  correct — namely,  that  the  sooner 
neoeeflary  smd  desirable  works  are  oom- 
^ted,  and  the  sooner  the  mme^  spent 
is  brought  into  ftuitful  operatioit,  tbe 
bettar  it  it  for  the  country' and  tbe  eoo- 
nomy  <tf  die  Poblie  Service.  I  desire 
tkot  titeve  should  be  tw  misonderstand- 
ing  with  referenae  to  tbe  particular  sam 
of  £200,000,  which  has-been  ^oken  of 
by  some  hon.  Membefa  as  a  mistake, 
and  by  others  as  a  sum  required  owing 
to  a  disoorery  made  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment that  tbe  money  had  been ,  spent. 
But,  Sir,  it  was  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.  "When  the  subject  came  to  our 
notice  the  money  had  not  been  speot. 
It  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty^  if  they  bad  chosen, 
to  take  extreme  nreasures,  not  to  have 
spent  the  money.  In  the  month  of 
November  it  was  known  that  if  the 
work  were  to  go  on  at  tbe  samo  rate 
as  before,  l^e  liability  at  tbe  end  of 
the  year  would  be  in  excess  of  the 
amount  estimated }  And,  16okiiig-  at  the 
facttihat  it  was  not  dcndrable  to  bate 
the  men  discharged,  &nd  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  tbe  sUps  built,  we 
felt  we  should  do  what  we  believed  the 
House  would  justify — namely,  allowthe. 
shipbuilding  to  goon.  With  regard  to 
the  practice  during  the  paet.  two  or 
three  years,  no  doubt  every  year  has 
shown  that  the  whole  amount  voted  bad 
not  been  paid^  to  contractors.  In  some 
yeaxa  the  amount  has  been  estremejy 
large;  in  others  it  has  not  been  so  lai^e  ; 
but  Eitways  considerable.  -Kow;  Kr, 
I  admit  that  the  fact  of  this  .occurring 
looks  la&er  as  if  vwy  fittle  effort  xfoa 
made  by  Boards  of  Admiralty  to  see 
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that  contractors  proceeded  ^th  due 
rapidity  to  execute  the  wor>  th^  had  in 
hand,  and  that  they  were  not  nmrflEi^ 
that  they  shoald  be  provided'  vritb  a 
surplus  on  one  Yote  in  order  to  meet  a 
deficiency  on  another.  I  say  that  in  a 
matter  of  finance  that  is  an  -unsound 
principle — it  is  distinctly  so.  Of  course, 
it  cannot  be  contended  that  the  prophe- 
cies at  tbe  beginning  of  the  year  as  to 
the  amount  of  money  to  be  eatrned  by 
the  contractors  shQold  always  Ke  'ful- 
filled; but  it  certalply  has  an  awkward 
look  when  they  are  never  futfilled  in  one 
particular  direction,  and  it  would  rather 
look  as  if  contractors  regarded  the  work 
of  the  Government  as  a  sort  of  conrcni- 
ence,  and  that  they  felt  they  were  justi- 
fied it)  taking  whatever  work  eame  to 
their  hands,  even  thongh  they  retarded 
the  woit  of  the  Qoverhtiaent;  How,  I 
ara  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  principle 
wliicb  ought  not  to  be  adn^tted.  ThQ, 
work  ai  the  eontraotora'  yards  ought,  in 
our  opiaionj  to  be  inspected  montiily; 
and  not  only  do  we  'think  that  the  Ad- 
miralty Xnbpectora  bhoold  repotrt,  month 
by  month,  to  the  GoTernment  that  the 
contraijtare  are  proteading.  with  tbe 
woK^  but  thaf<  ■  the  CQBtractoils  them' 
selves  shoiild  boioaUsd  u{)0B't9{)rQee6d 
with  the  work  as  rapidly  as  they  ought^ 
and  I  believe,  by  the  arrangements  made 
at  the  Admiralty  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of 
future  Boards  to  keep  more  within  tbe 
Kstimates  than  has  hitherto  been  &e 
case.  In  donclurion,  I  venture  to  ex- 
press a  hope  that  the  poHcy  of  the  pre- 
sent GoVeroinent  wim  regard  to  tiie. 
Navy  will  'be  the  policy  of  their  Brode- 
cesBorsi  the  cardinal  point  of  which  was 
that  all  work  necessary  for  the  countty, 
wh^er  exeeated  in  ^nbUe  private 
Dockyard^  shoold  bemoeeeded  wiA  » 
expeditioualy  as  possiDle. 

Mft.  LANS:  On  thfs  Vote  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  dommiirCee 
a  few  moments  to  another  brandi'  of  the 
Doekyard  question.    At  Queirtion 
this  afternoon  Z  asked  the  Secretary  \a- 
the  Admiralty  for   infomlati'Mi  with 
reference  to  a  particular  Dockyard  in 
course  of  cohstruction.   In  reply  to-my 
Question  the  hoil.  Gentlomati.  stated  thati 
the  Dockyard,  which  Was  Gioii3|)toativ^ 
smail,  had  been  ia^ou^ee  of  t^netrtvotiott 
for  22yeara^^;  that  upi6n  it  there  (tad  b«««' 
eipeaded  already  the  sum  of '£499,000; 
and  that  the  work  was  intended  to  be 
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completed  about  the  end  of  this  year, 
The  hon.  Gentleman  supplemented  that 
information  by  abating  that  there  ^rere 
originally  plana  and  estimatee  for  the 
erection  of  workshops  in  cooaeotion  with 
the  Dockyard,  but  that  it  had  bean  dta- 
covered  that  the  plans  required  altera- 
tion, and  that  it  was  not  the  intentioa 
ot  the  Admiralty  to  proceed  with,  the 
couBtruction  of  the  workshops  until  the 
Dockyard  was  completed. 

The  chairman  :  I  must  call  the 
attention  of  the  hoo.  Member  to  the  iact 
that  the  item  under  diecusaion  relates  to 
work  in  Dockyards,  and  not  to  work  in 
connection  with  them. 

Mb.  lane  :  t  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  X  might  be  out  of  Order  in 
raisiog  the  question  on  the  present  Vote ; 
and  1  asked  an  hon.  Friend,  xoore  ex- 
perienced in  the  House  than  I  am,  whe- 
ther I  should  discuss  it  on  Vote  11.  If 
I  shall  be  in  Order  in  doing  so  on  that 
Vote,  I  will  postpone  my  obserratiooA 
until  it  comes  forward. 

The  OHAIBMAK :  The  hon.  Kem- 
ber  will  be  in  Order  in  xeferring  to  the 
Bubjeet  on  Vote  11. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, afid  ask  leave  to  ait  agatii."»^i^. 
JSruimor.) 

Captain  VERNEY  :  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee is  very  much  indebted  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Barclay)  for  having  recalled  them  to  the 
real  point  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Glas- 
gow (Dr.  Cameron). 

Sia  HERBERT  MAXWELL:  Mr. 
Oourtaeyf  I  rise  to  Order.  I  understand 
that  we  are  on  a  Motion  to  report  Pro- 
gress. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Xdid  not  under- 
stand that  t^e  hon.  Member  moved. 

CAFTAm  YEBNET :  I  was  about  to 
point  out  that  hon.  G^entlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  Hoom  who  represent  and 
have  represented  the  Admiralty  have 
praised  one  another  for  their  exceedingly 
good  administration  when  they  were  in 
Office ;  and  yet  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
mii-alty  (Mr.  Hibbert)  tells  us  that  ar- 
rangements have  now  been  made  to 

Erevent  such  slipshod  management  as 
as  occurred  takiqg  place  at  the  Admi- 
ralty in  future.  A  large  sum  of  mone; 
seems  to  have  been  wandering  about,  so 
to  Bpeok;  no  one  seems  to  have 


able  to  identify  it,  w  to  aay  where  it 
came  from  or  where  it  was  going,  and 
we  are  told  that  the  Board^  of  Admi- 
ralty were  not  aware  that  tibis  large  sum 
of  money  would  oome  from  a  Supple- 
mentary Vote.  I  beUeve  that  the  hon. 
Member  forGIasgow,  after  the  discussion 
that  has  takeu  place,  would  be  perfectly 
satisfied  if  aome  assurance  were  given 
him,  that  the  Admiralty  Accounts  would 
be  so  kept  in  future  that  a  vagrant 
sum  of  £32,000  will  not  heraafter  be 
found  wandering  about. 

Ma.  BEUNNER :  In  moving  to  report 
Progress  I  only  desire  that  the  Prime 
Minister's  undertaking  witli  regard  to 
the  introduction  of  the  <hro{ker8  Bill 
shall  be  fulfilled,  or,  if  not  fulfilled  ab- 
solutely, then  fulfilled  as  near  as  it 
can  be. 

The  SEOREXABY  Td  w  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  HimuBT) :  I  hope  that 
the  hon.  Member  will  not  press  his  JAo- 
tion  for  Progress.  The  introduction  of 
the  Crofters*^  Mil  is  a  very  important 
mattec  which  w«  all  want  to  hear ;  but  I 
thipk  in  a  very  short  time  we  shall  be 
able  to  diepoee  of  this  Vote. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdraion. 

Db.  CAMERON :  If  I  had  got  any 
Bssuranca,  that  the  state  of  tJungs  of 
which.  I  complain  will  be  remedied  in 
the  future  I  should  not  have  preyed 
this  Motion.  But  I  have  got  nothing  of 
the  sort,  although  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  draw  a  red-herring  across  the 
path,  and  therefore  I  intend  to  take  a 
division.  Mycomplaintisthatfortbelast 
fire  years-^and,  in  fact,  every  year— the 
contract  work  has  been  over-estimated 
systematically,  and  that  the  over-esti- 
mated money  has  been  taken  to  meet  in- 
creased Dockyard  expenditure.  That  was 
a  most  vicious  system,  and  it  has  been 
exposed  simply  by  an  accident.  We  are 
tola  that  there  are  safeguards  against  it 
8uoh  as  t^e  ap^priation  on  Publio 
Accounts  Committee  and  the  audit. 
Well,  Sir,  for  five  years  this  most  vicious 
system  has  been  going  on  uncltecked  by 
any  check,  and  I  propose  now  to  intro- 
duce another  check  in  the  form  of  a 
division  in  this  House. 

Mb.  jacks  :  There  is  one  cause  for 
the  deficit,  whioh,  as  one  connected  with 
shipbuilding,  I  rather  wonder  has  not 
been  referred  to ;  and  this  is  the  altera- 
tions  whieh  are  made  at  the  iu^gation . 
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of  the  OoTernment  affloi4]B  after  the 
work  in  the  shipyard  haslieen  proceeded 
vith.    I  would  like  an  assurance  that 

none  of  this  doficit  has  arisen  in  this 
waj'.  There  should  be  somo  under- 
taking that  such  expense  should  be 
clearly  stated,  and  not  made  up  out  of 
the  over-estimate  for  contract  work. 

Sib  DONALD  CTJEEIE :  In  re- 
ference to  the  five  years  spoken  of,  I 
should  like  to  point  out  that  it  is  well 
known  what  difficulties  contractors  have 
had  to  deal  with.  It  need  not  be  a 
matter  of  surprise  if  estimated  contract 
work  was  not  delivered  in  those  five 
years.  Every  shipowner  knows  the 
difficulties  of  that  period.  Why,  I  have 
bad  steamers  nine  moutbs  behind  time 
in  being  delivered ;  and  I  consider  that 
the  pressing  forward  of  contract  work, 
and  the  speedy  delivery  of  that  work 
during  the  last  year,  is  very  largely  to 
the  credit  of  the  Admiralty  and  of  the 
shipbuilders.  When  we  had  doubts  last 
year  as  to  the  efficiency  of  our  Kavy  in 
the  event  of  a  naval  war  it  was  urged 
in  that  Admiralty  that  they  should  in- 
crease our  Il'teet  with  as  little  delay  as 

Eossible.  The  country  ia  now  in  a  much 
etter  position  as  a  Naval  Power ;  and  I 
think  the  late  Administration  of  the  Ad- 
miralty deserves  praise  for  what  they 
have  done.  The  present  Administration 
also  deserves  the  best  thanks  of  this 
House  for  the  energy  they  have  dis- 
played. 

Question  put. 

The  Oommittee  divided:  —  Ayes  67; 
Noes  246:  Majority  l79.--(Div.  List, 
No.  11.) 

Mb.  DBAST  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  (Mr.  Hibbert)  what  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  with  re- 
gard to  the  erection  of  workshops 
and  hoiiaee  at  the  Haulbowline  Dock- 
yard? 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  HiBBEBT) :  There  is  no- 
thing in  the  Vote  before  the  Committee 
in  respect  to  Haulbowline ;  but  it  is 
due  to  the  hon.  Member  to  say,  in  an- 
swer to  what  he  has  stated  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  lose  sight  of  the  work- 
shops referred  to.  As  soon  as  the  works 
now  in  operation  are  completed  plans 
will  be  nreinred  for  the  woncshops,  and 
the  work  wiU  be  carried  oat.  Iwvision 
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will  probably  be  ma4e  for  the  Tork  in 
the  Estimates  next  year. 

Mb.  lane  :  I  understand  that  it  is 
not  intended  to  erect  these  workshops 
just  at  the  present  moment,  but  that 
when  the  Dockyard  itself  is  finisiied  then 
they  will  commence  to  erect  them.  The 
question  ia  of  great  importance  to  my 
constituents.  There  are  a  groat  number 
of  shipwrights  in  Queenstownaad  there- 
abouts, and  who  are  in  the  greatest  dis- 
tress at  the  present  moment 

The  CHAIBMAN:  Allow  me  to  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  although 
this  Vote  deals  with  Dockyards  there  is 
nothing  in  it  with  regard  to  Haul- 
bowline; and,  therefore,  the  observa- 
tiona  he  is  makine  are  not  in  Order. 

Mb.  BBUNNER  :  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  the  Keeper  of  the  Ooiuc»ence  of  Her 
Majes^'s  Ministers;  but  I  wish  to  re- 
mind the  Committee  of  the  undertaking 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  I  beg  to  move 
that  we  repor;  Progress. 

Original  Question  put,  and  t^reei  U. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progresa, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr. 
Srimiur.) 

Motion  agrted  to. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-mtrrow ; 
Oommittee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 


PARLIAUENT^BUfilNESS  OF  THE 
H0IT8B. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone):  For 
the  convenience  of  the  House  I  may  be 
allowed  to  state  that  on  Monday  we 
propose  to  take  the  Votes  relating  to  Sir 
Henry  Drummond  Wolff's  Mission  and 
Bechnanaland. 

MOTIONS. 


CROFTEBS  (SCOTLAND)  (No.  2]  BILL 
HOTIOK'  FOR  LKAVX. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Theveltak)  :  Sir,  in  this  House, 
which,  BO  far  as  I  cen  judge  from  the 
experience  of  last  Wednesday^  likes 
short  speeches,  I  shall  introduce  this 
great  subject  as  briefly  as  I  can,  con- 
sistently with  my  desire  to  give  the 
House  a  very  dear  view  of  ue  inten- 
tions of  Her  Majesty's  Govenuneo^  in 
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order  that  hon.  Gentlemen  who  follow 
me  may  utilise  the  evening  for  their 
criticisms.  This  is  a  subject  which  is 
very  familiar  to  the  House.  It  is  fami- 
liar to  Members  of  the  last  Parliament, 
not  BO  much  for  the  great  number  of 
debates  which  took  place  with  regard  to 
it,  but  on  account  of  the  great  interest 
which  those  debates  excited.  The  una> 
nimity  of  the  interest  which  was  felt  in 
the  oroftera  waa  very  striking.  In  no 
case  has  any  Eesolution,  the  moat  fa- 
vourable to  the  crofters,  been  rejected. 
In  no  case  has  it  even  been  seriously 
opposed.  Everybody  has  spoken  kindly 
of  them,  and  has  united  in  calling  for 
very  strong  and  decided  legislation  with 
regard  to  them.  The  latest  of  all  these 
calls  for  legislation  is,  I  venture  to 
think,  the  strongest  and  the  most  re- 
markable that  ever  was  made  by  a 
unanimous  Honse  of  Oommons.  On 
the  14th  ofNovember,  1684,  it  was  re- 
solved— 

lliat,  hi  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  ia  the 
duty  of  Her  Majesty's  Qoverntaent  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendatlooa  of  the  Boyal 
Commission  on  the  condition  of  tho  crofters 
and  oottora  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of 
Soothmd,  or  to  apply  such  other  remedies  as 
they  deem  advinl^ ;  and  that  this  Honse 
oononn  in  the  opinion  expressed  hy  the  Royal 
Commiaiion,  at  pa^  110  of  its  Beport,  that 
'  The  mere  vindication  of  authority  and  repres- 
non  of  resistance  would  not  estahlish  the  rela- 
tions of  mutual  confidence  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  in  the  absence  of  which  the  country 
would  not  be  truly  at  peace,  and  all  our  in- 
quiries and  counsels  would  be  expanded  in 
vain.'  " 

That,  Sir,  is  the  Besolution  of  the  Hoxtse 
of  Commons;  and  it  is  a  very  serious 
thing  to  think  that  that  Besolution  was 
passed  18  months  ago,  and  has  not  been 
carried  into  effect  yet.  Tho  population 
referred  to  in  the  Eesolution— a  popu- 
lation which,  the  House  will  remem- 
ber, all  the  while  we  have  been  en- 

gaged  on  other  sobjects  of  great 
iterest,  have  all  that  time  been  think- 
ing of  nothing  else  except  this  ques- 
tion. This  population  would  naturally 
BBj,  as  monu  after  month  passed  away, 
tbat  Parliament  had  fo^otten  the  first 
and  remedial  part  of  the  iSesolution,  and 
had  fallen  back  upon  that  mere  asser- 
tion of  the  majesty  of  the  law  which  is 
openly  and  statedly  repudiated  by  Par- 
liament as  being  insufficient  in  itself  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  occasion ;  and 
they  would  consider,  as  I  am  sorry  to 
Bay  many  of  them  are  considering,  that 


their  civil  obligations  are  weakened.  I 
do  not  wish  to  paint  in  too  dark  colours 
the  social  condition  of  some  portions  of 
the  Western  Highlands  ;  but  I  do  say 
this— that  both  as  regards  the  payment  of 
rent  and  the  payment  of  poor  rates  and 
education  rates,  that  condition  is  such 
that  the  present  Government  would  not 
be  ju8ti6ed,  and  the  late  Government 
would  not  have  been  justified,  in  leaving 
it  without  the  most  serious  attention,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  Besolutlon  of 
November,  1884,  and  the  state  of  tiie 
conscience  of  the  country  and  the  Par- 
liament which  that  Besolution  implies. 
But  it  is  high  time  that  this  state  of 
thiols  should  stop.  It  is  high  time  that 
Parliament,  having  expressed  so  strong 
an  opinion,  should  carry  that  opinion 
into  action.  The  words  of  Parliament 
should  always  be  made  good,  and  if  I 
were  a  private  Scotch  Member  I  should 
feel  a  responsibility  in  this  matter;  but 
as  Secretary  for  Scotland  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  delay  any  longer — I  cannot  be  a 
party,  I  should  say,  to  delay  any  longer 
dealing  with  a  matter  which  we  are 
bound  to  deal  with  now,  not  only  for  the 
sake  of  the  crofters,  but  for  the  sake  of 
the  landlords,  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
local  administration  of  this  country.  I 
hope  hon.  Members  will  realize  to  tiiem- 
selves  that  we  have  come  to  a  very 
serious  stage  of  the  question.  Up  to 
this  time  Parliament  has  been  express- 
ing sympathy  with  the  crofters  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  crofters,  on  their  part, 
have  bean  led  to  the  belief  that  some- 
thing very  real  is  going  to  be  done  for 
them.  The  time  has  now  come  to  carry 
that  sympathy  into  action,  and  hon. 
Members  must  make  up  their  minds 
that  there  is  no  use  in  the  Government 
making  any  proposals  which  will  not 
effectually  deu.  with  the  question.  I  can 
imagine  Parliament  saying  to  the 
crofters — "  We  are  very  sorry  for  yon ; 
we  consider  you  a  very  interesting  popu- 
lation ;  we  thought  you  had  been  ill- 
used  ;  we  promimd  to  do  a  great  deal 
for  you ;  but  when  we  oame  to  look  at 
the  question  practically  we  saw  it  wAa  bo 
thorny  and  difficult  that  we  did  not  ven- 
ture to  attack  it  seriously,  and  we  gave 
it  up  as  a  bad  job."  That  would  be  one 
way  of  getting  out  of  our  engagements, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  good 
way ;  but  there  is  still  a  worse  way — that 
is,  for  us  to  propose  to  Parliament  to 
p&BS  tt  BiU  vrhioh  profeeses  to  do  a 
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de«l  for  ths  orofttftts;  ^tft  whioh  ths'G6^ 
ve»mdiit'  vho  brott^M  ^  in  And  the 
Parliameiit  who  pasted  It  kndw  qiiit« 
well  did  not  d«bl  wifli  the  poibt  of  ^4 
Bhaation.  What  is  the  point  of  the 
Bitnationf  What  is  the  Teason  thftt 
Parliament  ie  iatetestod  in  this  popttta' 
tion  ?  It  is  partly  from  raspeot  for 
ofaaraote^ ;  it  is  partly  from  th6  ittttent 
wbitdi  eveiyone  who  tnmla  and  ^ad« 
takes  in  them  and  the  oMmtry  ia  whioh 
they  liT»;  but  it  ia,  above  all,  that  as  fl 
population  they  suffer  from  a  very  great 
grieranoe,  which  I  hope  is  not  irremedi- 
able. That  grievance  is  that,  taking  the 
population  of  the  Highlands  aa  a  whole, 
they  were  originally  a  peculation  under 
ciroamstanoes  entirely  different  from 
those  which  now  exist,  and  that  those 
oiroumstanoes  were  altered  by  no  faHlt 
of  theirs  for  the  benefit  of  others,  and 
that,  owing  to  that  alteration  of  oiroum- 
stanoes, they  are  now  in  a  very  depressed 
and,  what  is  more  serious,  in  a  rety 
hopeless  state.  If  we  take  the  Higfc- 
hmds  as  they  were  when  this  po|mlat{on 
was  collected— and  I  am  not  gomg  ibto 
any  questions  of  facts— I  am  ncit  going 
into  any  qiiestions  of  a  semi-literary 
sharaeter  whioh  ard  so  much  debatod — 
but  I  state  what  nobody  has  eve^  denied, 
that  the  mountains,  whenever  there  was 
{Mistnrs,  were  grazed  by  sheep,  and  Sspe- 
cially  by  the  black  cattle  that  formed  the 
wealth  and  sustenance  of  the  people. 
Those  cattle  are  now  elsewhere — on  the 
Northumberland  moors,  which  are  not  a 
whit  more  fitted  for  grasing  oattle  tham 
many  of  the  Scottish  hills,  where  they 
are  In  great  numbers.  They  thrive  well, 
and  Northumbrians  thrive  very  well  by 
their  means.  But  in  the  Highlands 
there  are  3,000,000  of  acres  over  whioh, 
as  pasture,  cattle  need  to  graze,  but 
whioh  now  are  devoted  entirely  to  the 
artificial  maintenance  of  deer  in  a  wild 
condition.  Now,  that  is  one  cause,  and 
the  other  cause  is  the  consolidation  into 
large  sheep  fatms  of  the  supsrior  class 
of  pastures  which  used  to  be  grazed 
over  by  mixed  sheep  and  cattle  of  the 
smaller  owners,  ^ese  small  owners 
have  been  crushed  into  a  comer,  and  are 
now  in  a  very  helpless  condition,  owing 
to  the  new  uses  to  whioh  the  grazing 
ground  of  the  Highlands  have  been  put. 
This  is  an  operation  which  has  put  a 
great,  and,  in  some  cases,  an  enormons 
increase  of  income  into  the  pockets  of 
the  proprietors,  and,  of  course,  «r  the 
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nais-of  ibe  po^ubftlon,  vfhom  I  am- eon 
tto  people  1^  moro^eplyiatr  aad  sym- 
patttiM  mors  wit^  than  the  deeomdsBte 
of  somie  of  those  rery  projorietdsswhsin 
their,  day  so  greatly  bene&ed  by  the 
Changs.  The  period  during  whid^  the 
great  upiootiDg  of  the  crofters  took  place, 
and  especially  the  Um«  when  ^y  wets 
doprivsd  of  theiv  paatnces  v^lssslsy 
was'  betwosH  1780  Md  ISMl  -  Viit 
shaage  was  made  for  the  sake  of  she^ 
walks.  Hie  dero^g  of  the  ooaniiy  to 
deer  foreMa  oame  later.  It  oame  alt 
a  time  whsQ  tenants  conld  be  found 
to  pay  for  turning  into  desert  thoM 
tracts  of  the  oowitry,  on  account  of- die 
growth  of  t^e  enormous  weal&  of  Ui« 
United  '  Kingdom  and  at  United 
States  of  America.  Bnt  of  late  yean 
the  sheep  farms  are  not  so  profitable, 
and,  indeed,  in  many  oases  are  said  ts 
be  of  no  profit  at  all,  partly  firam  the 
fall  ill  the  price  of  sheep  and  of'  wotd, 
which  may  he  called  a  fall  of  30  and  40 
pM*  cent  rsspsotivsly,  psilly  -from  the 
extremely  compUoated  s^retMn  of  tbs 
viUuation  of  floflki^  wMfA  rendws  eveiy 
suoossBh^  large  tenant  less  and  less  able 
to  tahe  over  the  flodts  of  bis  piedeeessor, 
and  partly,  it  is  stated'— «id  this  is  an 
important  fhot—from  the  bslt^  ia  the 
detsrioration  of  ground  on  whioh  sheep 
anmixed  with  oattle  hare  grazed,  and 
espeoially  with  sheep  that  cannot  bs 
wintered  on  these  low  grounds,  whi<^ 
the  orofters,  to  a  very  large  extend  still 
occupy  ;  and  now  the  deer  forests  are 
spreading  fast  at  the  sxpeose  of  the 
sheepwslhs,  and  also,  unfortunately,  at 
the  expsnse  of  the  poor  remains  of  the 
crofters'  holdings.  In  old  days  the  High- 
lends  were  very  much,  in  a  humlde  way, 
Uko  what  Bwitzerland  and  the  Tyrol  are 
now.'  People  used  to  go  up' in  summer 
to  the  higher  lands — the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  at  all  events— and 
there  live  a  life  of  a  vety  healthy  kind 
both  for  mind  and  body,  and  this  kind 
of  life  is  admirably  desoribed  in  a 
pamphlet  entitled  Tka  OrofUr  in  ffntery, 
published  latofy  by  one  who  is  noto- 
riously as  little  likely  to  be  prejudiced 
against  the  present  state  of  things  in 
the  Highlands  as  any  man  who  lives.  I 
speak  of  Lord  Colin  Campbell.  The 
utfer  extinction  of  this  life  is  the  real 
grievance  of  the  Highlands,  and  side  by 
side  with  this  grievance  the  crofters  are 
conscious  of  this  fust — ^that  the  lend 
whioh  th^  still  bold  is  held  under  toU' 
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diiieiu  rdscoilAiiigv  sofl  t^«^  -cf  tbe  r«Bt 
of-tbeliteDcl,  bui'T^swubliiigTeiTjolof^jr 
tkofl^  whioh  obtfUBCid  ipeeiur  liBgislaiioQ 
in  Im^oKL'  'SltLei^  little  holdingfi  are  aoi 
like  the  yesfi  of  fJift  holduigs  ii^^S^and 
ftild  Sootland ;  lJmyar»Q0teq'uipp9d.b{y 
the  landlord  wHh  all- th^t- makes  thenoi 
fit  ior  habitation  and  for  ouUiTaticau 
The  improTttments  in  their  holdlnga  and 
m  their  hOQSei  ue  madb  by  the  oroftera 
thenueWes ;  And  Idien  is  aothiDg^  but  » 
•enavof  du^aiid  hraoar^'  wUtfi  i»  vavy 
vid^  praralent  thbre-^  aoaoag  landr- 
lords,  I  beliere,  in  aU  parta  of,  !bhia 
Ialasid-**there  notluag-  ezeept  the 
aefise  of  duty  oe  boaoajr  which  oan  j>re- 
Toat  a  tandlord  from  getting'  rid  of  a 
anrftei^  by  raitnng!  his  rent  to  an  tmpos-' 
Bible-  ram,  tv  aiiilply  by  e^otteg  him, 
and  so  deprivii^  him  of  all  t^e  money 
and  all  the  labour  he  has  put  into  the 
Ut>d.  But  though  the  great  majority  of 
landlords  have  befaared  admirably' of 
late  yearn,  th«t«  are  rexy  serious  oases 
of  landlords  -vho  have  raised  their  rents 
to  an  enormous  extent— on  one  oase^  it 
is  briievod,  fbv  the  piupDsa  of  aelliug 
the  eatale  for  ft  hig^uw  ptuohftse  valae— 
and  dtere  are  other  oases  in  which 
oroftort  ham  been  twraed  out  ntok  aad 
OB^  lA  considerable  nnmbera  ttv  plwe 
eertain  tanwita  at  the4eer  forests— sot 
purohasara  of  dear  foroatst  but  toaants 
who  could  not  bei  satisfied  witboat  in* 
fimit^  Naaia  laad  than  any  man  can 
saasonably  want  for  uae.  Thevcfore  irt 
was  that  the  present  Lord  Advocate  in- 
trcdiioed,  last  year,  a  Bill,  and  admi> 
rably  and  fully  explained  it,  which  pro- 
posed to  give  the  crofters  fixity  of  tenure 
and  the  meanB  of  obtaining  a  fair  rent. 
I  ahall  not  attempt  to  repeat— if  I  tried 
it  I  should  oblj  spoil  it — thalica'd  Advo- 
eate's  argument.  It  a^eared  to  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  House.  No  one 
Uember  of  the  House,  as  I  read  Bunaardy 
oomplainad  of  the  proviuons  of  his  Bill, 
except  that  there  was  a  cetrtaia  amount 
of  oom^aint  of  th^  deficiencies.  We 
now  propose  to  renew  those  pvoTtsions, 
and  to  renew  the  proposal  of  giving  the 
orofiw  compensation  for  permanent  im- 
provements, such  as  dwelling-houses, 
farm- offices,  subsoil  and  drains,  walls 
and  fences,  deep  trenohing,  and  clearing 
the  grpand  in  case  of  removal.  We 
have  fenced  this  by  statinpr  that  these 
improvementa  most  be  suitable  to  the 
holding ;  but  likewise  the  danger  to  the 
hwdleni  isfaneed  Koond  by  th»Qataro 


afitho  ca^i  heoftuce^thtira  isHoofatirae 
of  the  iCffoftormaking  those  aortyof  build- 
ioga  that  are  ^tremely  expenaivci  either 
for  the  puipQse  of  vneuity  or  apectala- 
tion,  whicJbi  the  htndlor^  iure  natural 
vei^  much  alairaed  leat  an  entepfviriftg 
tenaat  should  make,  and  throw  on  thait 
hands.  These  provisions  wie  once  more 
reoomnend  to  tha  House, -and  we  pn>^ 
pose  they  should  be  applied  to  -the  same 
im  aitd  ^ftsamepopmation  as  we  fwo- 
poaed  befoM.  W«  do  not  purpose  to 
give,  any  .mope  ti^  last  year,  the  right 
of  free  sale,  and  for  this  reason — that, 
aa  far  a^  this  Bill  is  concamed,  from  the 
fint  Uue  to  the  last,  we  do  not  wish  to 
gir^  the.  crofter  aoy thi«g  hioh  he  and 
hia  anoeetore  bad  not,,!Knd  undoubtedly 
had  not,  in  oU  days.  The  onrf ter,  un- 
like the  Irish  tenant,  never  had  by  law 
or  custom  this  power  of  selling  hia 
croft  i  and  we  regard  it  not  for  the  pre- 
sent, still  lessior  the  future,  advantage 
either  of  him  or  the  district  in  which  he 
lives  that  he  should  have  it  bow.  But 
fair  rente  and  fixity  of  tenure  by  themt* 
selves  will  go  a  vei^  long  way  towaida 
meeting  tiie  elaim  of  the  eroftera  as  re- 
cognized by  Parliament.  When  Farlia-> 
meut  passed  a  .BesoluUon  in.  favour  of 
remedial,  meaaKres,  the  Besolution,  as 
far  as  I  read,  it  to  the  Honas,  specially 
and  pointedly  irefenred  to  the  Beport  (» 
the  ,Boyail  Uommisaioii,  and  the  'whxde 
f^%%  of  the  Seport  of  the  Boyal  Commia- 
uon  lies  in  the  zeoommendation  that  the 
crofter  ehall  have  an  exteoaioa  of  land. 
We  sei^  out,  ■  at  great  expense  to  the 
country  and  at  great  inccmvenience  and 
sacrifice  to  themselves,  a  Goranussion  of 
experieneed  and  responsible  gentlemen 
most  representative  ef  all  interests— wo 
sent  them  to  the  Highlands,  and,  of 
course,  we  may  treat  their  Beport  as 
waste  paper ;  but  if  we  do  not  treat  it 
thus  we  must  find  out  seme  means  to 
oarry  into  piaetioe  its  most  vital  recom- 
mendations. These  recommendations 
are,  first,  that  the  holdii^  of  the  crofter 
should  in  no  case  further  be  arbitrarily 
diminished ;  and,  in  the  next  plaoe,  that, 
under  certain  conditions,  the  holding 
should  be  considerably  and  oompulsoraly 
inoreased,  and  the  method  of  that  in- 
crease is  Tcry  carefully  and  minutely 
pointed  out.  I  will  trouble  the  House 
to  listen  to  a  few  passages  from  the 
Beport  of  the  Commission,  which  I  shall 
oondense  as  far  as  possible.  These  are 
tiie  iatportant  reoommendations— 
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"  Hie  oDott^w-inan:  laiili  r<fl  ttuwuhip  abmU 
hare  tttfl  vijcht  to  claim  from  uua  prapriator  an 
«Dlargemeiit  of  the  ezistiag  towoships  in  re- 
gard to  ara'ble  land  and  common  pasture  in 
Tlrtae  of  s  reflolntion  adopted  by  not  leaa  than 
two-thirda  of  th.9  ooawiera,  and  to  ncord  their 
tHiim  with  the  Sheriff  deric  of  fbo  ooonty  in 
irbioh  the  towndiip  ia  utuated. 

"  In  case  the  proprietor  should  not,  within 
the  poiod  of  ont  year  from  the  preaenbition  of 
the  claim,  ooaie  to  a  TelantU'y  settlement  with 
the  ocoapiersolaimiagr  enlacgemaDt,  the  Sheriff 
Substitute  abould  iuTesUKate  the  grouDds  of  the 
claim ;  and  if  he  finds  it  to  he  wul  founded,  he 
shall  record  the  township  as  an  over-crowded 
township,  and  the  daim  as  a  reasonable  claim. 

"  Jo  this  case  the  proprietor  should  be  held 
liable  to  grant  to  the  euatiqK  township  an  in- 
crease of  arable  ground,  or  hillpasture,  or  both, 
subject  to  the  following  conditions :  — 

"  The  enhrgement  ahonld  onljr  lie  tdidmed 
tnm  lands  oontigaona  to  the  existing  town- 
riiipt,  or  ewtigaoas  to  aiMther  townriiipr  or 
other  towoships  oontiguous  to  the  firdt^  which 
•hall  combioo  to  make  tho  claim  for  the  boncSt 
of  all.  The  land  claimed  shall  be  in  tho  occu- 
pancy either  of  the  proprietor  or  his  tenant. 

"  Ko  holding  aheuld  be  subject  to  diminution 
lor  enlargement  of  a  towaahip  unless  it  exceeds 
a  certain  stipulated  amount  in  annual  agricul- 
tural value — say  £100 — without  tho  voluntary 
assent  of  the  proprietor.  The  aggregate  value 
of  the  land  assigned  for  the  enlargemntt  of  s 
tomiBhip  or  townahqa  should  not  amouot  to 
more  than  one-third  of  the  annual  agricultural 
value  of  the  holding  from  which  it  is  taken 
wbon  the  annual  value  of  the  diminished  hold- 
ing is  be!ow£160  ;  to  mote  than  one-half  when 
tho  annual  value  is  above  £160,  and  below 
£300 ;  and  to  more  Hiam  two-thirds  when  the 
annual  value  of  tho  holding  is  above  £300, 
without  the  voluntary  assent  of  the  proprietor." 

Then  this  is  most  importaal — 

**Th«  eolsrgemebt  awarded  to  an  existing 
town^p  ahall  not  be  used  for  the  oreation  of  a 
greater  number  of  holdings  than  existod  in  the 
township  previously,  but  only  for  the  develop- 
ment, inprorement,  and  trans^  existing 
holdings.^' 

Then  tKey  go  on  to  say — 

"  In  no  case  should  the  daim  of  the  existing 
townships  to  enlargement  extend  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  more  land  than  would  be  sufficient  to 
raise  the  average  annual  value  of  holdings  in 
tha  towndiipa  to  a  speoiOed  snm— aay  £ld— - 
without  the  voluntary  assent  of  the  prc^rietor. 

"  The  olaimB  of  an  exisUng  township  to  an 
enlargement  of  area  ahoiUd  noboe  allowed  unless 
Batis^tory  proof  be  adduced  before  the  Sheriff 
that  the  occupiers  of  the  townships  concerned 
ore  able  to  use  the  additional  area  of  arable 
ground  profitably,  and  oan  stodc  the  additional 
area  of  hill  pasture. 

"  The  rent  of  arable  ground,  and  of  common 
pasture  aestgned  to  an  existing  township  by  way 
of  enlargement,  should  bo  paid  by  valuation, 
one  valuer  being  nominated  l>y  the  proprietor, 
and  the  other  by  thd  township,  reserving  to  t^e 
Sheriff  the  power  to  nominato  an  orwan  whan 
the  valaen  fail  to  agm." 

Mr.  JVmv^w 


Tke  la«t  enenttal  nammmMM.  U 
that  m  Msigning  laod  for  the  eolargo- 
ment  of  aa  existing  towmfaip  thord 
should  be  no  infraction  of  an  exis^g 
oontraot  or  lease  withoat  the  free  assent 
of  the  parties  conoerned ;  bnt  im.  fature 
Sttoh  oontraots  or  leases  should  be  firamed 
subject  to  the  statutory  claims  of  town- 
f^ips.  The  Gomaiission  tben  goes  oa 
to  argue  that,  eoOBomically  as  well  a« 
aooiaUy,  this  would  be  to  the  adTactage — 
very  8l^;htly  indeed  in  any  c^ae  to  the  pe* 
cuniary  diaadrantage— of  the  landlords, 
and  ends  hy  aayiug  that  in  moat  casea— 

"  Oor  proposal,  translated  into  practice,  would 
simply  mean  a  moderate  restoration  of  the  hill 
pasture  which  the  grandfathera  of  the  existiog 
hamlet  ei^oycd  €0  years  ago." 

Now,  this  is  the  idea  a£  the  Boyal  Oom- 
miasion,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
practical  recognitioa  shouU.  be  made  of 
the  right  which  the  crofters  once  ea- 
joyed.  It  the  Commission  had  pre- 
pared such  a  measure  as  this  with  re* 
gaid  to  extensive  common  gracing 
grounds  for  the  LothianB,  or  for  the 
Eastern  Oounties  of  England,  it  would 
have  been  a  restitution  in  no  aeose,  as 
they  call  it;  it  would  have  been  an  ex- 
propriation, pure  and  simple,  in  the  case 
of  tbeae  oommon  grazing  grounds ;  but, 
as  at4>Iied  to  the  parishes  of  the  Higb- 
landB  of  Scotland,  these  pariahea  were, 
to  use  the  words  of  thia  Bill — 

"  There  are  at  the  Donmsnoement  of  thlsAet, 
or  have  been  within  80  years  prior  thereto, 
holdings  consisting  of  arable  land,  held  wi;Ui 
the  right  of  pasturage  in  commion  with  others." 

The  proposal  of  the  Commissionera  is,  if 
ever  there  was  one,  baaed  on,  and  limited 
to,  the  special  and  local  ciroumstanoes  at 
the  districts  to  which  this  Bill  is  intended 
to  apply.  Well,  Sir,  this  proposal  has 
been  before  the  world  for  two  years,  and 
there  ia  no  sign  of  any  great  body  of 
public  opinion  against  it.  Everybody— 
almost  everybody — seems  to  agree  that 
the  crofters  should  have  more  land ;  but 
how  is  it  to  be  carried  out  ?  The  best 
mode  of  all  would  be  by  agreement  be- 
tween the  landlord  and  the  tenant,  and 
that  bas  been  pointed  to  by  the  meeting 
of  landlords,  to  which  such  frequent 
reference  has  been  made ;  but,  in  order 
to  bring  this  about  in  Uie  case  of  all 
landlords,  good  and  bad,  there  must  be 
in  the  background  some  compulsion  on 
the  port  of  the  State,  and  the  real  tost 
of  the  virtue  of  a  eompttlsotf  Bill  is  the 
extent  to  whiob  it  eneouni|rw  and  1m49 
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to  Tolaatarj  agreemeata.  Now,  as  re- 
gards Buch  oompulsloD,  the  first  nethod 
that  000 urs  to  people  who  have  touched 
thia  question  \%  that  of  compulsory  sale 
to  the  State,  which  they  shall  proceed 
to  let  to  the  crofts ;  aod  the  next  is 
oompulsorj  sale  to  the  orofter,  who 
should  borrow  money  from  the  SiatOi 
which  he  is  to  repay  by  instalments. 
But  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I,  for  one, 
do  not  feel  justified  in  calling  upon  (die 
general  taxpayer  to  pay  money  or  to 
risk  his  credit  for  the  raJce  of  a  High- 
land population  any  more  than  for  any 
other  aeotion  of  the  population  of  any 
part  of  the  XTnited  Kingdom.  The  pro* 
ceedings  which  have,  placed  the  Highland 
crofter  in  his  present  position  are  not  the 
work  of  the  State.  ["Hear,  hear!" 
tmi  "  Oh !  "]  I  do  not  a^^ree  with  hoc. 
Members  who  ory  out.  They  were  not 
done  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  The 
State  may  or  may  not  bare  done  wrong 
in  permitting  them,  but  they  were  in- 
dividnal  acts  done  for  individual  profit. 
It  would  be  just  as  hard  to  tax  the 
labotuer  of  Warwiokahire  in  order  to 
^ve  common  grazing  to  the  orofter  of 
InveraesB-shire,  as  it  would  be  to  tax 
the  orofter  of  InTernees-shire  to  estab- 
lish ocHupulsory  allotments  for  the  la- 
bonrer  of  Warwiokahire.  Then  we 
oome  to  another  mattOT  wUoh  has  been 
brought  into  a  feanble  and  intelligible 
shape  by  the  labours  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess the  Af  ember  for  Sutherlandshire 
(the  Ifarqueea  of  Stafford)  and  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Aberdeenshire 
(Dr.  Farquhurson).  The  noble  Lord 
proposes  to  give  to  the  Local  Authority 
the  power  of  expropriating  pieces  of 
land  which,  in  their  judgment,  it  may 
be  of  advantage  to  add  to  the  hold- 
ings of  the  crofters,  and  to  make  ad- 
ranoes  to  the  crofters  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  out  the  landlord  or  compelling 
him  to  sell  from  moneys  raised  on  the 
security  of  the  rates.  That  is  a  very 
inadequate  description  of  the  Bill  of  the 
noble  Marquess,  which  is  as  carefully 
and  ably  elaborated  as  it  is  inspired  by  a 
great,  humane,  and  broad  spirit.  It  is 
very  unfair  to  oritioize  the  measure 
whioh  the  noble  Marquess  has  not  the 
opportunity  of  explaining  and  defending, 
so  I  will  say  nothing  whatever  about 
that  Bill  except  in  its  praise,  and  I  wiU 
state  to  the  Houee,  as  a  general  argu- 
ment, why  we  do  not  propose  to  call  on 
the  Local  Authority,  at  any  rate,  at  pre- 

TOL.  OOOn.   [thibd  BBBiBa.] 


sent.  The  existiag  Local  Authorities 
in  the  Nwth  of  Scotland  seem  to  us 
entirely  unsuited  for  the  purpose,  and 
the  Local  Authority  of  the  future  is  still 
in  the  future,  while  the  needs  and  the 
claims  of  the  crofters  are  in  the  present, 
and  the  Besolution  of  Parliament  by 
whioh  we  are  bound  is  already  18 
months  old.  The  existing  Local  Autho- 
rities are  the  Oommissionera  of  Supply, 
the  Parochial  Boards,  and  the  School 
Boards.  Theyare  all  Bodiesconstttuted 
for  special  purposes,  with  funds  appro- 
priated to  special  purposes,  and  tho- 
roughly unfitted  for  the  duties  whioh 
important  and  entensive  land  operations 
entail.  The  Commissioners  of  Supply, 
who  are  the  nearest  approach  to  a  Local 
Authority  for  general  purposes,  are  in 
the  Highlands,  roughly  speaking,  all 
landlords,  and  they  deal  with  the  assess- 
ment whioh  is  raised  from  landlords 
alone ;  and  to  ask  them  to  pay  for  the 
carrying  out  of  these  operations,  and  to 
superintend  the  carrying  out  of  these 
operations,  would  be  a  proposal  the 
refutation  of  whioh  does  not  require 
serious  argument.  The  nature  of  the 
Body  that  will  replace  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Supply  is  still,  as  I  say,  hidden 
in  the  future ;  every  hon.  Member  of  the 
House  knows  qtiite  as  much  as  I  do  as  to 
what  it  will  ultimately  be.  In  order  to 
deal  with  this  question  we  oannot  v^t 
for  the  reform  of  Looal  GoTemment, 
and  we  are  not  prepared  to  r^y  on  Uie 
existing  Iiocal  Authorities,  nor  are  we 
prepared  to  burden  the  rates,  or  the 
credit  of  the  rates,  with  the  financial 
operations  of  a  system  of  compulsory 
purchase.  Whatever  may  be  done  in 
other  districts,  we  cannot  take  that 
course  here.  These  Highland  parishes 
hare  in  many  cases  a  very  low  valuation 
per  head  indeed.  The  rates  are  paid 
with  extreme  difficulty,  with  a  difficulty 
which  excites  grave  anxiety  in  the  Board 
of  Supervision  and  in  the  Education 
Department  at  Dover  House.  Now, 
there  are  Highland  parishes  in  which 
the  valuation  per  head  is  164.  4if., 
\U.  2d.,  19«.  4d.,  £1  9<.,  and  £1  10«. 
lu  Skye  the  average  valuation  is,  I  sup- 
pose, about  60a.,  and  meanwhile  the 
rates  in  two  parishes  in  these  parts 
amoimt,  in  one  case,  to  6<.  7d.  in  the 
pound,  and  in  the  other  to  9».  4d.  in  the 
pound.  Well,  in  four  liowland  rural 
parishes  which  I  take  at  mere  hazard,  I 
find  t^e  valuation  per  head  is  respectively 
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£11,  £9,  £14  and  £10,  and,  obvioasly, 
aa  operation  which  can  be  disoassed 
with,  r^ard  to  such  rich  parishes  as 
tbess  is  beyond  all  disoutsion  when  we 
eome  to  the  poor  parishes  in  the  High- 
lands. There  is  no  middle  class,  there 
is  no  general  public  there.  The  rates 
fall,  either  upon  the  landlord  who  is  to 
be  bought  out,  or  upon  the  crofter  for 
whose  benefit  the  landlord  is  to  be 
bought  out,  or  upon  other  crofters  who 
are  more  lucky  than  their  fellows.  We 
cannot  ask  Parliament  to  still  further 
burden  these  overburdened  and  not  very 
highly-organized  distriots  with  a  finan- 
cial operation  which  it  is  quite  beyond 
their  power  to  deal  with.  Now,  one 
oonrse,  and  one  only,  remaina,  and  ^at  is 
to  oatr^  oat  the  reoommendatiuns  of  tiie 
Oommission  in  the  manner  in  which, 
after  reading  and  re-reading  the  Beport 
with  all  the  attention  I  can  gire,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  writer  of  those  para- 
graphs must  hare  had  in  mind.  Those 
paragraphs  point  to  compulsion,  and 
they  point  to  leasing;  and,  after  think- 
ing the  matter  over  and  over  again, 
we  have  oome  to  the  condusion  that 
under  strict  conditions,  and  within  striot 
limitations,  compulsory  leasing  will 
alone  meet  the  case  of  the  crofters  and 
settle  the  question  in  a  manner  that 
can  be  called  a  settlement.  This  is  a 
Bill,  as  I  said,  founded  strictly  on  the 
historical  and  local  oircomstanoes  of  a 
very  peculiar  district.  We  do  not  want 
to  make  the  erofter  a  postessor  or 
landed  proprietor.  He  end  bis  anoestoxs 
never  have  been  landed  proprietors  or 
possessors ;  but  they  claim  the  rig^t  of 
grazing  a  certain  number  of  sheep  and 
cattle  on  the  higher  pastures  on  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  rent.  Without  that 
right  neither  he  nor  they  could  live, 
and  we  propose  to  put  the  genuine 
orefter,  with  a  genuine  holding,  in  pos- 
session of  that  right.  The  operation  of 
the  Bill  is  strictly  confined  to  those 
parishes  where  that  right  existed  within 
the  lifetime  of  persona  many  of  whom 
are  still  alive.  In  those  parities  it 
shall  beoompetentforanauthority  which 
I  shall  deseribe,  to  accept  the  application 
of  a  certain  nnmber  of  wofters  who  can- 
not obtain  the  right  of  grazing 
agreement  inth  their  landlord,  and  ar- 
range with  them  a  right  of  common 
graring  on  the  payment  of  an  adequate 
rent.  We  surround  this  operation  with 
kll  the  Bafsgoards  proposed  by  the  Com- 


mission,  by  whiah  the  inierwts  of  the 
landlord  and  others  are  guarded,  and 
the  benefit  of  the  orofter  is  s^otly 
limited.    I  do  not  propose  to  repeat 
those  safegoaids  to  a  House  which  has 
listened  to  me  with  such  kind  attention. 
I  will  simply  ask  the  House  to  call  them 
back  by  an  effort  of  memory ;  but  ^ey 
are  all  inserted  in  the  Bill.    We  pro- 
pose,  however,  to  apply  one  very  im- 
portant safeguard  and  limitation  becddes 
those  applied  by  the  ConmuaaioBarB. 
The  Commissioners  proposed  to  apply 
compulsory  powers  to  arable  land  ;  rat 
we  stop  before  that  point.    We  prc^MWfl 
to  leave  the  crofters  potatoes,  baney, 
and  oats  just  where  thsy  are  now,  unless 
liie  landlord  voluntarily  enla^fea  his 
arable  holing.   DimiuationB  of  sepa- 
rate crofts  have  undoubtedly  occurred 
in  too  many  instances ;  but  the  a^stem 
has  not  been  general  and  whiU  I  may 
call  wholesale,  Uke  the  deprivation  of 
the  grazing  rights.  Those  grazing  rights 
we  feel  bound  to  do  our  best  to  re-estab- 
lish, and  that  is  aa  far  as  we  feel  justified 
in  going.    Well,  Sir,  what  are  the  au- 
thorities to  whom  these  complicated  and 
exb-emely  onerous  arrangements  will  be 
committed  ?   In  their  Bill  of  last  year, 
the  Government  placed  the  fixing  of  rent 
and  the  a8<Mrtaining  of  tenure  in  the 
hands  of  valuers.   The  noble  Uarquess 
the  Member  for  SutherlaBdahire  (the 
Marquess  of  Stafford)  proposes  a  lAnd 
Court  which,  nm^y  speaking,  is,  he  will 
allow  me  to  si^,  nothing  more  or  leas 
than  the  Sherin.   ^e  Government  is  of 
opinion  that  the  important  administra- 
tive and  executive  powers  which  are 
created  by  this  Bill  could  not  be  in- 
trusted to  a  judicial  officer  appointed  for 
general  judicial  purposes ;  and,  indeed, 
highly  as  I  rate  the  public  spirit  and 
industry  of  the  Scottiui  Sheriffs,  some 
of  whom  I  am  proud  to  know  intimately, 
I  doubt  if  the;  would  or  conld  be  ex- 
pected to  undertake  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  Bill  in  addition  to  their  present 
duties.   The  mere  number  of  the  oases 
relating  to  tenure  and  rent  would  be 
great.    In  Ireland  there  are  500,000 
tenants,  and  135,000  fair  rents  have 
already  been  fixed,  and  there  have  been 
85,000  agreements  out  of  Oonrt.  la.  the 
Highland  district  to  which  this  Bill  re- 
fers there  are  about  40,000  headings, 
and  I  shoold  think  that  of  tbeee  about 
25,000  are  held  by  crofters  who  wonld 
oome  under  this  Bill.    On  the  Irieh 
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analogy  it  is  probiibfe  that  6,000  £(dr 
rents  would  have  to  be  fixed,  and  that 
would  be  far  too  large  to  lay  upon  the 
Sheriffs.  Now,  we  propose  to  InstitDte 
a  Gommission  of  three  members  who 
may  sit  separately,  thereby  avoiding  the 
greatest  practical  inconvenience  of  the 
Irish  Oourts.  The  CommissionerB  would 
call  in  valuers  as  assessors,  in  order  to 
give  them  the  advantage  of  local  know- 
ledge ;  but  these  valuers  would  not 
hare  a  voice  in  the  decisions.  We  have 
an  earnest  hope  that,  viih.  so  fair  a  tri- 
bunal  in  prospect,  the  landlords  and 
tenanto  may  in  a  great  number  ol  in- 
stances oome  to  an  agreeiment  whieh  will 
be  satisfaotoiy  to  both,  parties  without 
going  before  the  Oommisnon,  and  the 
6th  olause  of  our  Bill  will  g^ve  every 
facility  for  this  spontaneous  operation. 
We  propose  to  appoint  this  authority 
for  a  limited  time ;  and  when  the  Local 
Autfaorify  is  set  up  it  will  be  well  to 
oonsidar  whether  the  administrative 
duties  should  be  transferred  to  it ;  but 
it  is  quite  obvious  that  the  fixing  of  rents 
cannot  possibly  be  intrusted  to  an  elective 
body,  however  constituted.  I  have  care- 
fully studied  the  speeches  which  were 
made  in  the  last  Parliament  by  the  hon. 
ICember  for  the  College  Division  of 
Glasgow  (Dr.  Cameron)  and  the  other 
Uembere  who  took  exception  to  what 
they  thought  the  defeoks  of  the  Bill  of 
last  jwr.  There  was  complaint  that  no 
means  had  bean  taken  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  arbikraiy  extension  of  deer  farests 
at  the  expense  of  what  rraudns  of  the 
crofters*  grazing  grounds.  Now,  the 
best  guarantee  against  that  in  most  oaeee 
is  the  kindly  and  generous  character  of 
many — certainly  all  those  owners  or 
occupiers  of  deer  forests  with  whom  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  acquainted,  who 
have  spent  enormous  sums  of  money  for 
^e  benefit  of  the  population  by  whom 
they  are  surrounded.  But  all  the  ten- 
BBts  and  owners  of  forests  are  not 
of  the  same  character ;  and  in  some 
eases,  undoabtedly,  there  have  been 
vary  grave  and  cruel  encroachments. 
But  anyone  who  has  followed  my  expla- 
nation will  allow  that  in  this  Bill  no 
such  pioviaion  is  neoessaryj  When  an 
effective  tribunal  exists  which  is  to  give 
compensation  for  rights  taken  away  in 
old  days,  I  think  we  shall  have  heard 
the  last  of  those  "pet  lamb"  oases 
vhidi  have  been  the  scandal  of  the 
Highlands  of  late  yean.  But,  undoubt- 


edly,  the  present  oonditian  of  these 
forests,  which  are  in  some  cases  the 
greatest  abuse  that  ever  was  perpetrated 
under  the  name  of  authority  or  law,  has 
largely  necessitated  the  I^slation  which 
we  now  have  before  ua.  I  speak  as  a 
sportsman — ^not  a  ven^  skilful  one,  per- 
haps, but  certainly  as  keen  a  one  as  any 
man  in  the  House  of  my  years — and  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  the  selfish  absorp- 
tion by  one  man  of  all  the  pleasure,  atl 
the  happiness,  all  the  advantage  which 
is  to  be  got  out  of  seven  deer  forests, 
covering  a  space  of  at  least  135,000 
acres— and  I  think  I  have  understated 
the  fact — ^wiih  all  the  degradation  and 
humiliation  of  his  small  neighbours,  and 
the  humiliation  of  the  servants  whom  he 
employs — and  I  am  speaking  of  a  par- 
ticular man  —  excites  in  me  feelings 
which  I  certainly  very  much  prefer  not 
to  express  in  words,  but  to  embody  in 
the  proposals  of  l^fteladon  which  I  now 
lay  before  the  House.  It  is  not  aa  if  I 
was  asking  the  House  to  set  up  an  ideal 
state  of  society.  Thoae  who  have  seen 
the  village  of  Garth,  in  Glen  Lyon,  which 
is  the  property  of  an  hon.  Member  of 
this  House,  and  which  is  the  old  High- 
land state  of  society,  with  the  hillside 
above,  the  valley  of  gre«L  land  below, 
with  not  a  stone  loose  upon  it,  and  the 
cattle  and  sheep  grazing  up  to  the 
sky-line  aa  far  as  they  can  be  seen 
from  the  holdings,  and  above  those 
holdings  a  ground  where  you  can 
shoot  20  brace  of  grouse  a-day  as  a 
minimum,  following  them  with  dom 
— those  who  have  seen  this  may  jua^ 
compare  it  with  the  most  beautiful  ob- 
jects thai  one  sees  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Oberland  in  Switzerland.  And  if  they 
compared  this  scene  with  those  vast 
tracts  in  Inverness-shire  and  Soss-shire, 
with  its  population  of  hired  gillies,  on 
which  no  tourist,  no  shepherd,  no  Re- 
venue ofiKcer,  can  set  foot,  they  might 
well  ask  whether  legislation  comes  one 
hour  too  soon  to  save  the  most  beautiful 
part  of  our  Highlands  from  deeolation 
and  demoralization.  With  regard  to 
t^e  interest  of  the  landlcnd  I  wish  to  say 
one  word.  One  great  cause  of  the  failure 
of  the  aheep  walks  is  Uiat  it  is  almoet 
impossible  satisfactorily  to  graze  the 
land  in  summer  unless  yon  have  the 
wintering  below.  Well,  that  wintering 
below  beloags  to  a  very  great  extent  to 
the  crofters  already,  and  evidently  can- 
not now  be  taken  from  them,  and  land- 
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IotAb  am  beginniDir  to  bm  that  it  is  for 
their  interest  that  the  same  people  irho 
have  the  wintering  below  should  faavethe 
summer  pastures  above.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess the  If  ember  for  Sutherlandsfaire 
(the  Marquess  of  Stafford)  mentions  th.e 
rating  of  deer  forests  and  grouse  grounds 
in  the  hands  of  owners,  and  he  likewise 
proposes  to  make  deer  ground  game, 
BO  tuat  the  crofter  may  shoot  them  when 
he  finds  them  on  his  arable  land.  I  do 
not  want  to  argue  those  questions  now. 
We  have  not  introduced  them  into  our 
Bill,  because  we  wish  to  make  our  Bill 
strictly  applicable  only  to  the  crofter 
parishes,  and  not  to  introduce  into  it  any 
measure  of  general  application.  And 
BOW  I  should  like  to  say  one  word  as  to 
the  other  recommendations  of  the  Oom- 
missionera,  and  as  to  the  way  in  which 
they  have  been  met  both  by  the  late 
QoTernment  and  hy  the  present  Govern- 
ment. In  those  matricts  to  which  the 
population,  from  no  fault  of  theirs,  have 
been  pushed,  it  is  by  fishing,  and  by 
fishing  alone,  that  the  best  friends  of 
the  Highlander  know  that  he  can  be 
made  a  man  of,  and  to  make  fishing  pro- 
fitable an  improvement  of  communi- 
cation, postal  and  telegraphic,  is  quite 
essential.    The  Oommissionerfl  say — 

"The  defects  of  the  mail  service  are  most 
apparent  io  North  Uisfc,  Bonbeoala,  South  TTist, 
and  Barra." 

In  order  to  remedy  some  of  these  defeots, 
the  following  arrangements  have  been 
Banctioned  by  the  Postmaster  General 
as  from  the  1st  of  Mardi : — A  mail 

Sioket  ser?ioe  wUI  be  estaUiahed  from 
baa  to  Ooll,  Tiree,  Loohboisdale,  and 
Oastlebay ;  the  packet  will  make  three 
trips  a-week,  and  will  leave  Oban  at 
1.15  p.m.  (after  the  arrival  of  the  Lon- 
don night  mail),  from  May  15th  to 
AugaGrt  3lBt,  and  at  7.80  a.m.  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year.  Should  the 
Company  for  trading  purposes  hereafter 
extend  the  voyages  of  the  packet  to  Loch- 
maddy,  the  Department  will  have  the 
right  of  forwarding  mails  to  and  from 
that  port.  In  regt^  to  telegraphic  ex- 
tension, the  Commissioners  reeommended 
that  a  wire  should  be  carried  at  onoe  to 
Oastlebay,  Sutherland,  Lewis,  Shetlaud, 
and  South  Bonaldshay,  in  Orkney.  Since 
this  reoommendirtion  tel^aphio  oom- 
munioation  has  been  extended  to  Oastle- 
bay, Barra ;  St.  Mary's,  Barra ;  8t.  Mu^ 

f&refs  Hope,  Orkney;  Beaywiok  and 
aSlft  Sound,  Shetland.  Am  it  is  impos- 
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able  to  obtain  tiie  ordinary  guarantvea 
trom  tiiese  poor  looatities,  the  Treasary 
give  a  apeoul  grant  in  aid  of  £S00  fi»  a 
period  of  two  or  three  years,  in  order 
to  enaUe  the  Post  Office  to  oomplete 
this  important  and  necessary  work,  in 
addition  to  the  annual  sum  of  £1,000 
provided  in  the  Fishery  Board  Esti- 
mates out  of  the  surplus  herring  brand 
fees.  In  illoatration  of  tkt  usefulness 
of  this  telegraphio  communication,  the 
Fishery  Board  mentioned  in  their  last 
Beport  that  the  fishermen  of  the  South 
Isles,  whm  no  fishing  was  going  on, 
got  iBft>nnaiion  by  telegram  that  her- 
rings had  appeared  in  the  North  Isles, 
uid,  proeeewng  there,  landed  in  obo 
week  £1,800  worth  of  fish.  Without 
the  telegraph  this  fish  would  not  hare 
been  got  Likewise,  for  the  parposes  of 
soientiiGo  iuvestigation  by  ue  i^ezj 
Board,  the  Treasury  haTe  g^Ten  during* 
the  last  two  years  the  sum  of  £1,600  ; 
and  this  year  they  have  given  £2,000, 
to  include  experiments  as  to  beam  trawl- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  the  fiehennen. 
Now,  there  is  one  form  of  assistance  to 
a  fisherman  which  is  preferable  to  any 
other,  and  when  we  are  in  Oommittee 
we  shall  be  ready  to  consider  it  eara- 
fuUy.  Everyone  who  has  been  eon- 
neeted  with  Scotland,  knows  that  there 
are  many  ways  in  which  public  money 
may  be  girea  and  lent,  which  brings 
no  benefit  either  to  him  who  gives  or  to 
him  who  reeeives.  I  learned  veryaneh 
in  Ireland;  and  the  sleasantest  lesson 
irhioh  I  leaised  was  that  the  sm^Ll  loaou 
to  the  honest  and  experienced  fishramen 
are  better  paid  than  any  other  of  any 
sort  or  kino,  and  do  more  good  to  those 
to  whom  they  are  lent.  While  I  was 
there  I  was  able,  with  the  aeaiBtanoe  of 
the  Irish  Members,  and  especially  «f  one 
hon.  Member  whom  I  am  glad  to  see 
back  in  the  last  day  or  two — the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Oarlow  (Mr. 
Blake)— to  put  these  funds  in  a  more 
accessible  shape.  The  Irish  Bepvodno- 
tive  Loan  Fund  and  the  Sea  Fisheriee 
Fund  served  between  them  all  the  mari- 
time counties  of  Ireland,  with  a  capital 
of  not  more  titan  £70,000  or  £80,000. 
The  money  is'  lent  on  short  tenna 
for  the  purchase  of  good  boats  and 
tiie  eqmpment  of  nets.  The  amount  of 
good  done  is  enormone,  and  the  anresn 
outstanding  are  quite  insignificant.  If 
the  flafamnen  of  the  W^tem  Mes  and 
Ooast  had  aoeess  to  sooh  aiiiad,lhey 
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would  not  Bee  the  fiBh  taken  b«foretJieir 
very  eyes  by  people  from  a  distance. 
I  diould  have  likad  to  Hare  supported 
my  obserratioiu  with  a  statement  of 
what  has  been  done  by  the  attentive 
and  judieious  benevolence  of  Sir  Begi- 
nald  and  Lady  Oathcart  in  the  High- 
lands, in  which  they  own  property,  which 
is  a  most  remaikable  proof  of  the 
enormous  benefit  whioh  judiciouBly-dis- 
posed  loans  will  do  to  bold,  enter- 
{tfizingand  induBtriouefishermen.  Well, 
when  we  get  into  Committee,  the  Go- 
Temment  would  like  to  discuss  and 
would  be  glad  to  see  their  way  to 
^adDg,  under  the  charge  of  the  Fishery 
Board,  under  oertain  conditions,  a  fund, 
it  may  be  email,  resembling  closely  those 
funds  which  hare  succeeded  so  well  in 
Ireland,  and  which  wUl  enable  the 
fishermen  of  the  West  to  utilise  the 
best  source  of  wealth,  which,  their  region 
offers.  And  now,  Sir,  the  House  is  in 
possession  of  the  proposals  of  the  Qo- 
Temment  as  far  as  I  am  competent  to 
explain  them,  and  I  am  only  doubtful 
in  what  direction  I  should  appeal  in 
ord  er  to  recommend  them  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers. If  I  apologize  for  them  as  too 
sweeping,  I  know  there  are  many  Mem- 
bers who  will  say  they  do  not  go  far 
enough,  and  if  I  claim  that  they  are  the 
very  utmost  we  can  be  expected  to  give, 
I  shall  be  told  fay  others  Utey  go  a  great 
deal  too  far.  I  do  not  apologize  for 
them.  They  are  not  intended  to  be  a 
political  compromise.  They  axe  pre- 
sented to  the  House  as  proposals  which, 
according  to  our  earnest  and  humble 
conviction,  are  right  in  themselves,  and 
whioh,  if  aoceptedall roundin  the  spirit 
in  whioh  they  are  offered,  will  settle, 
and  ought  to  settle,  a  burning  question. 
I  tiiiuk  that  the  more  hon.  Members 
examine  all  the  alternative  proposals  the 
more  they  will  edmit  tbat  none  of  the 
alternatives  are  really  worth  adopting. 
There  are  other  schemes  which  look 
better  on  paper  and  sound  better  in 
speech;  but  I  believethis.and  this  alone, 
will  work,  unless  Parliament  is  pre- 
pared—which I  hope  it  is  not— to  buy 
up  this  dislrict  of  the  Highlands  out  of 
tae  taxes,  and  divide  it  amongst  the 
masses  of  the  Western  Highlands.  We 
have  adopted  the  spirit,  aq^d  almost  the 
letter,  of  the  plans  andrecommendations 
of  tiie  Koyal  Commission,  a  Commission 
wbich  was  appointed  at  the  instance  of 
Fariiament ;  and  we  have  put  those 


plana  into  a  shape  in  whioh  alope,  as 
we  mainiain,  th^  eui  by  any  possibility 
be  brought  into  piraotical  operation. 
The  Commissioners  say — 

"  The  land  agitation  of  tfas  Bi^landi  is  not 
likely  to  pass  away  witbovt  eome  adjuatinent  of 
the  olaimB  of  occn piers  acceptabia  to  the  greater 
number  who  are  not  vet  poMesaed  with  extra* 
vagant  expectations.'* 

And  their  opinion  is  amply  confirmed 
by  the  police  and  the  official  Beporte, 
which  it  is  frequently  my  duty  very 
carefully  to  read.  Such  an  adjustment, 
in  our  opinion,  we  offer  to  the  House ; 
and  as  a  Minister  who,  by  dear-bought 
experience,  knows  the  nature  and  the 
symptoms  and  the  conditions  and  the 
consequences  of  agrarian  agitation,  and 
who  has  now  command  of  exceptional 
sources  of  information  about  the  social 
condition,  present  and  prospective,  of 
the  Western  Highlands,  I  solemnly 
warn  and  intreat  Hon.  Members  not  to 
reject  our  Bill  without  very  careful  con- 
sideration. On  my  responsibility  as 
Minister  for  Scotland,  a  very  different 
responsibilily  from  what  I  was  aware  of 
when  I  took  that  post — thougli  that  only 
makes  the  post  more  acceptable  in  my 
eyes — I  ask  the  House  to  approach  this 
measure  in  the  belief  that  when  they 
have  given  it  a  calm  and  thorough  con- 
sideration they  will  diecover  it  to  be  a 
just  measure,  a  practical  measure,  and, 
what  is  almost  as  important,  a  measure 
not  one  whit  stronger  than  is  necessary 
to  effect  the  objects  which  we  have  all 
so  long  had  in  common. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proiposedi 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  the  tenure  of  Load 
by  Croftere  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  ol 
ScotUnd,  and  for  other  purposes  relating 
thereto." — (Jfr.  Trevelyan.) 

Mb.  MACFABLANB:  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have,  in  common  with  ail  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  House,  listened  with  the 
greatest  interest  to  the  able  and  lucid 
speech  just  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr. 
Trevelyan).  In  the  concluding  words 
of  his  speech  he  begged  hon.  Members 
who  are  interested'  in  this  question  not 
to  reject  the  Bill  without  serious  con- 
sideration. I  can  assure  him  that  I,  for 
one,  will  not  reject  any  Bill,  howevM 
small,  without  very  serious  considera- 
tion. It  is  neither  usual,  nor  is  it  de- 
sirable, that  on  the  stage  of  the  intro- 
duction of  a  Bill  there  should  ba  any- 
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tiling  like  minute  oriticiBm  of  its  proTi- 
sions.  I  rise  onlyforthepurposeof  saying 
that  while  I  am  able  to  express  some 
satisfaction,  I  am  sorry  I  am  also  obliged 
to  express  extreme  disappointment  at 
the  measore  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
has  tried  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
the  position  of  these  poor  tenants  in 
Scotland  and  the  poor  tenants  in  Ire- 
land. Now,  I  am  not  able  to  recognize 
any  distinotion  except  in  favour  of  the 
case  of  the  Scottish  tenants.  If  there  is 
a  difference  it  is  a  difference  in  favour 
of  the  rights  of  the  tenants  of  Scotland. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man proposes  to  adopt  the  proposal  of 
last  year  to  confine  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  certain 
crofting  parishes  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  This  is,  to  me,  patchwork 
legislation.  !Firet  of  all,  certain  parishes 
are  to  be  selected,  and  the  Land  Act  is 
to  apply  to  them  and  to  no  other  parishes. 
It  is  not  my  duty  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  Lowland  districts  of  Scotland — they 
have  BepreeentatiTeB  of  their  own ;  but 
I  can  see  no  reason  in  the  world  why  an 
Act  which  is  to  apply  to  Argyllshire, 
loT em  ess-shire,  and  Boss-shire  shonld 
not  be  equally  applicable  to  Aberdeen- 
shire, Ayrshire,  and  Perthshire;  indeed, 
to  the  whole  of  Scotland.  But  it  is  for 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  represent  these 
constituencies  to  press  their  claims  to  be 
included  in  the  Act.  I  understand  there 
are  more  of  the  class  of  population 
commonly  called  crofters  in  Aberdeen- 
shire than  even  in  Invemess-shire ; 
but,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
stated,  he  proposes  to  limit  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill  to  the  coimties  enume- 
rated in  the  Schedule  of  the  Bill  of  last 
year.  In  that  Bill  Aberdeenshire,  Ayr- 
shire, and  Perthshire  were  omitted. 
Let  hon.  Members  who  represent  those 
constituencies  bring  their  case  forward 
when  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee. 
Special  reference  has  been  made  to 
deer  forests,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  endeavoured  to  show  that  it 
was  by  the  operation  of  natural  laws, 
over  which  human  beings  have  no  con- 
trol, that  the  Highlands  had  been 
brought  into  the  condition  in  which 
they  are  now.  I  deny  that  proposition, 
and  maintain  that  it  is  by  the  action  of 
wicked  human  laws  that  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland  have  been  brought  to  that 
eondition.   Th9  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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says  that  the  general  taxpayer  is  not  re- 
sponsible ;  but  I  say  that  the  taxpayer 
is  a  continuing  quantity,  and  that  he  is 
responsible;  so  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  prepared  to  put  his  hand 
in  his  pocket  I  shall  support  him.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  he  is  so  canaftal  <A  the 
fishing  population  of  the  Highlands, 
Why  is  he  not  so  for  those  who  work  on 
the  land  ?  Assistance  is  as  essential  for 
them  as  it  is  for  the  poor  tenants  of  Ire- 
land ;  and,  although  there  are  points  of 
difference,  I  deny  that  there  is  any  just 
distinotion  to  be  made  between  the 
claims  of  the  two.  I  am  glad,  however, 
that  something  is  being  proposed  ;  but 
I  wish  it  was  a  more  thorough  and  com- 
plete measure,  for  I  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  with  the  deepest  re- 
gret, that  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
the  measure  he  has  proposed,  passed 
even  in  its  integrity  through  this  House 
and  "another  place,"  will  not  satisfy 
the  Scottish  people  nor  settle  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  bams  AY:  I  am  sorry  that  tiie 
first  duty  of  the  Secretary  fior  Scotland 
has  been  to  introduce  a  Bill  whioh,  so  tea 
as  the  distressed  districts  of  Scotland  are 

concerned,  must  prove  illusive,  It  con- 
tains no  provision  fitted  to  alleviate  the 
distress  of  the  population  in  those  dis- 
tricts, and  that  they  are  deeply  distressed 
no  one  knows  better  than  I  do.  That  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have  made 
no  provision  for  removing  part  of  the 
people  from  the  congested  districts,  nor 
any  suggestion  as  to  how  their  dis- 
tress can  be  alleviated,  constitutes,  in 
my  opinion,  a  very  grave  defect  in  the 
proposal  now  made  to  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  be 
expected  to  be  intimately  acquainted 
with  these  districts.  But  I  have  been 
long  acquainted  with  than;  I  am  an 
owner  of  land  within  the  area  affected  by 
this  measure.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  referred  to  the  fact  that  grazing 
lands  were  held  in  common  in  the  High- 
lands. But  I  can  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  if  he  has  leisure  tu  in- 
vestigate that  question  farther,  ho  will 
find  that  there  was  not  a  county  of  Scot- 
land in  whioh,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century,  graring  lands  were  not 
held  in  common  hy  several  tenants  as 
they  are  now  in  the  Highlands.  I  think 
provision  should  be  made  in  the  Bill  for 
the  alleviation  of  distress  in  places  wherd 
the  poptdatiott  has  largefy  inoreaseA 
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beyond  the  means  of  fiubsietenoe,  and 
where  no  new  industry  has  been  intxo- 
dnoed.  'It  ie  in  thoae  districts  where 
the  distress  prevails.  The  population 
of  Lews  is  35,500  at  the  present  time, 
and  the  whole  net  agricultural  rental 
does  not  a^nount  to  more  than  £10,000, 
or  about  £2  per  family,  amongst 
about  6,000  families.  If  I  am  cor- 
rect in  this — and  I  ohallenge  any  man 
who  knows  tbe  district  to  say  I  am 
not — I  say  it  is  impossible  that  there 
can  be  aoytiiing  like  comfort  for  the 
population  on  that  area.  I  do  not  wish 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  now. 
We  shall  have  an  (mportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  Bill  in  detail  when  we  get 
it  into  Committee,  and  I  shall  then  bring 
nndw  the  notice  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  suggestions,  which  I  shall  make 
as  Amendments,  for  the  relief  of  the  dis- 
tress  which  prevails  among  the  people 
of  Long  Island  and  Skye.  The  con- 
dition of  the  people  there  is  doserviug  of 
earnest  consideration,  because  they  lie 
under  peculiar  difficulties  produced  by 
their  exclusive  knowledge  of  the  Qaelio 
language—  difficulties  of  a  kind  which  no 
man  who  has  not  been  among  them  oan 
fwm  any  accurate  opinion.  I  have 
great  respect  for  the  Gentlemen  who 
now  constitute  Her  Majesty's  Ministry  ; 
but  I  know  not  one  among  them  who 
has  any  knowledge  of  tiiese  districts,  or 
any  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  agri- 
-  culture  there,  or  who  has  ever  been 
practically  acquainted  with  them.  I 
think,  therefore,  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  is  under  a 
great  disadvantage  iu  having  to  deal 
with  this  question ;  and  if  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  been  guided  by  information 
in  this  matter,  1  feel  that  he  has  ob- 
taioed  it  from  tainted  sources,  and 
legislation  upon  that  foundation  cannot 
be  of  service. 

Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL  :  Sir,  I 
have  listened  with  great  attention  to  the 
speech  iu  which  my  right  hon.  Friend 
in^duced  this  measure  —  a  measure 
which,  BO  far  as  concerns  the  people  of 
Scotland  and  the  Members  of  this  House 
who  have  undertaken  to  represent  them, 
is  second  in  importance  to  no  measure 
which  it  is  probable  will  occupy  the 
consideration  of  the  present  Parliament. 
Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  any 
criticism  of  the  Bill,  wkioh  I  have  not 
yet  bad  an  opportunity  of  examiniog. 
I  have  said  that  I  listened  with  great 


interest  to  the  speech  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  with  a  great  deal  of  which, 
espeoinUy  the  closing  part  of  it,  I  most 
heartily  concur.  I  most  heartily  concur 
with  my  right  hon.  Friend  in  the  opi- 
nion which  he  indicated  rather  than  ex- 
pressed, that  the  rights  of  property  were 
more  iu  danger  from  those  who  abused 
than  from  those  who  attacked  them.  I 
have  regretted  as  much  as  anyone  can 
possibly  regret  the  course  which  has 
hem  pursued  by  some  so-called  sports- 
men in  my  native  land.  They  have 
assumed  to  themselves  the  title  of  sports- 
men ;  but  I  think  the  more  appropriate 
description  of  them  would  be  that  of 
game  dealers.  They  descend  even  a 
little  lower  in  the  social  scale  than  that, 
because,  if  all  the  tales  are  tme  of  the 
dark  deeds  perpetrated  in  some  of  the 
Islands,  they  have  descended  to  the  level 
of  butchers.  As  I  said,  I  intend  no 
criticism  of  this  measure  to-night ;  but 
as  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  founded 
his  arguments  in  support  of  the  Bill 
almost  exclusively  upon  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Koyal  Commission— 
and  I  agree  with  him  that  it  would  be 
most  unfortunate  if  those  recommenda- 
tions were  not  followed  speedily  by  legis- 
lation— I  should  like  to  ask  him  why  he 
omitted  from  hia  speech  all  refevenoe  to 
one  of  the  recommendations  upon  which 
the  Commissioners  laid  especial  stress — 
I  mean  to  that  remedial  proposal  which 
is  contained  in  their  Beport  for  dealing 
with  those  districts  where  the  popula- 
tion has  for  some  time  past  exceeded  the 
means  of  support?  In  Uie  matter  of 
emigration  the  Commissioners  speak  in 
no  dubious  terms;  they  refer,  of  course, 
to  the  unwillingness  of  the  crofter  to 
emigrate — and,  Sir,  attachment  to  one's 
home  and  native  land  is  always  credit- 
able to  the  people  of  a  country — but 
from  the  time  when  our  common  father, 
Adam,  left  the  Garden  of  Eden,  in  obedi- 
ence to  behests  which  had  to  be  obeyed, 
emigration  has  been  the  lot  of  man. 
The  Commissioners  say  that  however 
much  they  may  deplore  the  necessity 
which  compels  from  time  to  time  por- 
tions of  the  population  of  a  country  to 
leave  that  country,  stiU  they  recog- 
nize that  it  is  inevitable,  and  a  law 
which  must  be  obeyed.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Commissioners  said  that  they 
recognized  that  emigration  was  a  hard- 
ship, and  that  it  is  not  resorted  to  with- 
out compulsion.   But  we  must  also  take 
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this  into  aocoaat.  Thej  nj  that  they 
are — 

"  IncTinod  to  thltA  iftiat  tfa«  preTsfling  land 
o^totioB  has  bcA  bean  without  conaaenibl« 
influence  in  premptiDy  the  expressed  dislike  to 
emigration,  and  th^  hope  mat  when  OTer- 
Tiopulation  ii  clearly  shown  onder  any  distri- 
bation  of  land  that  can  take  place,  and  when 
tiiey  are  satisfied  that  those  who  rettain  at 
home  will  be  cared  for,  the  arerntmto  «nigra- 
tion  will  disappear.*' 

The  OommiuuHiera  dwell  opon  this 
question  at  oonaidenMe  length,  and 
tiiqr  ooBolude  their  reoomrnenaation  as 
to  emiKration  hj  saying  that  they  be- 
lieTO  fliat  amwwtionf  praperlj  oon- 
dnotedr  is  an  iiuiapmualue  remedj  for 
the  .condition  of  some  parts  of  the  High- 
lands and  Islands;  and  they  strongly 
recommend  that,  in  connection  vith  any 
measares  which  may  be  framed  for  im- 
proTing  the  conditioa  of  the  oroftears  and 
cottars,  suoh  provision  should  be  made 
as  they  hare  indioated  for  asueting  emi- 
gration, both  by  State  advances  and  by 
State  direotioD.  Well,  8ir,  when  we 
have  a  reoommendation  couched  in  soch 
rery  strong  and  clear  terms,  it  is. some- 
Tvhat  pruszUng  to  know  why  no  r^eienoe 
to  this  portion  of  the  Heport  is  made  in. 
the  speech  of  my  right  hon.  Friend. 
When  we  consider  that  there  are  large 
portions  of  onr€blonieBwhich.areo>jriag 
out  for  papi^stion>*-Oolonie8  whose  Gk>- 
ver&mente  are  willing  to  giro  eve^  &- 
oility,  pecuniary  and  otliorwise,  to  G(do- 
niste^  why  is  it  that  wq  imiat  on  the  re- 
maining at  home,  to  their  own,  ^tri> 
ment,  of  the  enrplus  population  P  We 
have  by  our  adoption  of  an  unrestricted 
system  of  Free  Tcade — and  that  ie  a 
question  upon  which.  I  am  very  far  from 
wishing  to  enter  at  presecrt — brought  to 
bear  upon  the  population  of  this  eountry, 
who  depend  upon  agriculture,  comlittons 
which  are  very  different  indeed  from 
those  in  which  agrionlture  was  first 
adopted  in  these  regions ;  and  when  the 
right  hon.  Ctentleman  the  Searetary.  f or 
Scotland  avowa  that  his  «ase  is  based, 
first  upon  the  Beport  of  the  Boyal 
Oommisaion,  and  next  upon  the  his< 
tory,  nay,  almost  upon  the  arolueology, 
of  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  8&>t- 
land,  I  want  to  know  why  it  is  (hat 
these  ccmditionB  are  left  entirely  out  oi 
sight —tibe  new  oonditions  and  llie  keen 
competitien  to  which  agrionltore  is  ex- 
posed, and  the  reeommendatiens  which 
are  contained  with  reference  to  emigra- 
tion ia  the  B^oat  of  tiie  HoyaKi^m*  < 
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mission  f  X  will  aot  ask  tira  Hoaae  to 
listen  to  any  further  remarke  of  mine 
upon  this  subject  to-night ;  but  I  truat 
that  it  will  not  be  lost  sight  of,  in 
the  oonsideration  of  this  question,  that 
emigratioUf  not  necessarily  State-aided:, 
but  State-directed  emigration,  has  pre- 
sented itself  to  those  who  perfcnsed  the 
duty  of  examining  this  great  and  prees- 
iag  question,  as  one  of  the  moat  ready, 
one  of  the  most  fooMfieial,  and  ene  of 
the  most  acoesailde  means  ot  relief  to  a 
population  distteased  byno  fanltof  their 
own. 

D&.  OAH£BON:  Sir,  I  shall  not 
occupy  the  attention  of  Houae  fbr 
mora  than  a  few  mimitosirith  the  £sw<d»- 
servations  I  ham  to  make.    I  mnat  si^, 

after  listening  to  the  speech  of  the  Se- 
cretary for  Seotiand,  that  if  my-  right 
hon.  Friend  is  under  the  innwession  that 
the  maantre  he  proposes  will  be  a  settle 
ment  of  this  question  for  all  eternity,  or 
even  for  a  few  years,  I  think  he  is  mnoh 
mistaken.  I  think  we  who  are  inteieeted 
in  seeing  justioe  .done  in  ' t^s- matter 
should  toke  all  we  oaa  get;  but  as  to 
regarding  the  BiQ  as  a  eettlondttt;  that, 
I  think,  is  altogether  illusory.  In  the 
£nt  place,  I  should  like  to  know  whe- 
ther my  right  hon.  Friettd  dfm  not  m- 
tend  to  £>  eoioiethuiif  to  piweot  the 
fnrthep  appropriation  of  tommona  in 
Shetland?'  There  is  no  Tefarmoe  in  the 
Bill  to  that  subject,  althou^^  it  is  deidt 
within  theB^ortof  tiie 0(»amitsioB«nt 
Then  .with  regard  to  doer  {oi«sIb.  Z' 
listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the  re>- 
marks  of  my  right  non.  Friend ;  bat  it 
appears  to  me  both  disappoiathig  and 
iliogioal  that  both  my  right  hon.  Friend 
and  the  Chanoellor  of  the  £xahequ» 
(Sir  William  Haroourt)  should  laetyeaE 
have  denoonoed  the  evil,  and  now  take 
no  steps  to  rensedy  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  the  eonduct 
of  certain  profH'ietors  with  regard  to 
deer  forests.  I  do  not  know  whe^er  it 
waa  owing  to  a  dip,  hut  I  hope  so,  that 
be  omitted  to  tell  the  House  what  1ms- 
lative  measures  aare  to  be  taken  to  mal 
with  that  subieet;  but  I  tnuk  that  he 
intends  to  take  some  steps,  and  not 
merely  to  allow  his  indignation  to  evapo- 
rate in  empty  vords.  St  it  pxopoaed  ^at . 
nothing  dkul  be  dene  for  tbs  crofters 
BO  far  as  arable  land  is  coneeamed? 
If  you  leave  them  in  their  present  >  eolt- 
dition,  they  are  liable  to  eviotions;  and 
in  that  ease  they  kare  no  meana«l  ias6p< 
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iog  thMnselTes.  I  should  like  to  bare 
some  information  on  that  point,  as  also 
upon  others  of  f^reat  importance.  I  ask 
my  right  hon.  Friend  what  is  intended 
to  be  done  about  the  right  to  notioe, 
and  in  the  matter  of  arrears?  And  I 
point  oat  that  tbe  whole  of  the  subjecta 
hare  beon  fully  touehed  apon  in  the 
Keport  of  the  Boyal  Oommissuners. 
Than,  again,  there  is  the  case  of  the 
cottars.  Tha  Itmori  contains  a  number 
of  suggeatioos  iac  the  benefit  of  the 
oottara,  and  I  have  nok  heard  tbronghout 
the  whole  of  tbe  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentlfioua  that  one  suggdstian  for  their 
benefit  has  been  adopted.  Sir,  I  ima- 
fline  that  the  disoontent  in  the  High- 
lands «an  never  be  remored  until  the 
case  of  the  cottars  is,  to  some  extent, 
grappled  with  in  the  same  way  as  that 
o£  ue  ora^ws.  Then  there  w-  another 
matbop  quite  wi^n  the  scope  (rf  the 
Bill,  and  whidh  seems  to  hare  reooired 
no  attention-— that  is  the  improvement 
of  oemmnxucations.  The  Be|>oii  of  tbe 
Cbiuntsatm  contained  numeroaa  refer- 
enoes  to  instiowes  in  whiob  crofters  are 
oompelled  to  pay  high  rates  for  the 
matntenanoe  of  roads,  when  they  lire, 

rirhaps,  2Q  miles  from  tbe  roads.  This, 
say,  is  -a  point  which,  in  any  BiU  en- 
tilied  to  be.  regarded  as  an  efiicdent  mea- 
sure^ most  be  dealt  with.  Then  I  mast 
rennad  the  House  diat  thn  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  told  us  nothing  »iout  <ihe 
right  to  heather,  sea-ware,  ai^  things  of 
that8ort,whiofaaireTsqatried  by  tbepeopla 
of  Idiese  districts^  I  should  be  very  glad 
also  if  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Oau- 
tlensaa  the  Lord  Adrooata  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  will  give  us  some  informaiaou 
as  to  when  it  is  proposed  to  go  on  with 
the  seeond  reading  of  the  Bill.  Of 
course,  we  shall  have  Notioe  of  that; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  would  say  that 
our  ezperienoe  is  not  faroorable  to  the 
postponement  of  tbe  second  reading 
stage  of  snch  Bills;  and,  therefore,  I 
trust  that  the  period  of  delay  wfaioh  will 
ela|ee  before  the  second  roading  is 
taken  will  not  be  so  long  as  to  jeopar- 
dize tbe  tardy  instalment  of  reliof  wbioh 
the  Bill  oSfers,  and  whiob,  in  a  Ttirj 
muoh  improved  and  extended  Jorm,  we 
hope  soon  to  see  on  the  Statute  Book. 

Sim  GEOB0E  OAMPBELL:  Sir,  I 
am  sure. that  all  hon.  Members  have- 
listened  with  great  interest  to  the  aym> 
piatbetio  terms  in,  which  th»  right  hon. 
G^tlemaa  the  Secretary  for  Soortland 


described  tbe  great  evil  with  which  be 
proposed  to  cope  in  the  measure  now 
bofore  tbe  House.  Z  also  acknowledge 
the  great  difficulties  which  surround  this 
question,  and  the  very  great  difficulty  of 
dealing  with  it.  At  the  same  time,  I 
am  compelled  to  express  my  opinion, 
in  oommou  with  other  hon.  Members  who 
have  spoken  on  the  (Question,  that  the 
remedies  suggested  in  the  Bill  are 
hedged  around  with  so  many  limitations 
that  I  fear  that  it  will  have  compara* 
tively  tittie  effect  But,  Sir,  I  wiU  not 
go  into  details  at  the  present  momoit. 
There  ia  <mly  one  qnertion  to  which  I 
win  refer.  I  gather  firom  the  ^edi  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  is  not 
proposed  thai  any  puUio  money  should 
be  given  in  order  to  remedy  the  groat 
evils  whidt  he  has  depicted.  The  right 
hon.  Gtentleman  says  there  is  no  more 
reason  why  public  money  should  be  given 
to  the  Higluasds  ol  Scotland  than  to  any 
other  parts  «f  the  United  Kingdom.  Z 
am  under  the  impression,  however,  that 
large  sums  of  money  have  been  given  in 
aid  of  various  parts  of  the  coimt^ ;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  sobemes  are  in  tbe 
air  ia  eonaeotioo  with  which,  so  it  is 
said,  large  sums  of  money  are  to  be 
asked  for  for  the  purpose  of  getting  o*rer 
difficulties  in  Zreland.  lam  not  one  of 
those  who  have  tried  to  press  upon  Her 
AZuesty'a  Ghyremment  vsak  Ihey  shosld 
make  new  demands  ^on  the  taxpayers 
of  &.e  oonntzy ;  and  I  will  o^y  say  bow 
that  il  we  are  to  be  called  upon  to  asaitt 
the  tenants  ia  Ireland  out  of  the  public 
funds,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  people  in  iihe  Highlands  of  Scotland 
are  in  no  lees  need  of  assietanoe,  and 
that  I  hope  their  daim  in  this  respeofc 
will  have  the  attention,  of  Her  Majesty's 
Governments. 

Z>&,  OLABK  :  Sir,  I  desire  to  express 
my  thanks  for  the  tone  of  sympathy  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tbe  Se- 
cretary for  Scotland  has  spoken  with 
regard  to  the  crofter  population.  Z  think' 
ttuit  tbe  principles  wluch  nndcarlie  the 
BiU  will  solve  the  land  questions,  if  they 
are  carried  out  as  they  ought  to  be.  The 
Bill  containa  all  the  priwiipled  i  which 
those  who  agree  with  me  desire  to  see 
carried  out.  If  we  eet  a  fair  rent  fixed 
by  a  competent  tribunal,  we  aSiall  be 
satisfied  so  far  as  that  qnoetion  ia  con- 
cernedi.  If  we  can  eeonre  a  durable ' 
tenure^  otMnpensaUon  to  tenants  fov  im* 
provements;  and  more  laud  for  tbe  people. : 
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— if  alt  these  prinoiples  are  fairly  carried 
out,  then  I  say  that  this  measure  will  go 
a  long  way  to  Bolve  the  Highland  diffi- 
culty. But  I  do  not  think  that  the  Bill 
goes  far  enough  in  its  provisions  to  carry 
out  these  prinoiples.  The  restriotions  it 
places  o&  the  action  of  the  crofter  are 
very  unwise ;  they  will  even  prevent  him 
improvinglliB  dwelling-house.  What  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
Sootlaod  (Ur.  Trevelyan)  ought  to  do  is 
to  stimulate  the  orofters  to  improve  their 
homes  by  erecting  new  dweUings,  and 
induce  them  to  give  up  their  old  black 
houses  in  favour  of  more  modem  white 
ones.     Every  inducement  ought  to  be 

fiven  the  orofters  to  improve  their 
wellings.  This  is  a  very  important 
question  ;  and  although  I  do  not  intend 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  to- 
night, I  desire  to  give  an  idea  of 
the  way  in  which  the  present  system 
works.  I  was  in  the  Island  of  Arran  four 
years  s^o,  and  I  lived  with  a  crofter 
who  had  torn  down  his  black  house  and 
erected  a  comfortable  white  building 
with  windows  in  it.  He  had  a  lease 
frrau  the  landlord,  who  was  a  certain 
noble  Duke,  and  while  I  was  thwe  his 
lease  expired  and  his  rent  was  raised 
from  £18  to  £80  a>year,  which  Wat  the 
result  of  his  having  improved  his  house. 
Fortanately,  however,  the  hon.  Member 
for  0-lasgow  (Dr.  Cameron)  has  a  paper 
which  is  very  largely  circulated  in  the 
district  I  refer  to,  and  its  influence  pre- 
vented the  full  raising  of  the  rent  from 
being  carried  into  effect.  I  am  sure, 
however,  that  the  poor  man  would  not 
have  been  able  to  get  £18  out  of  his 
croft  that  year,  for  the  deer  of  the  noble 
Duke,  his  landlord,  had  come  down  and 
eaten  nearly  all  his  erops.  I  have  said 
that  there  are  four  principles  in  this 
BiU  which  will  go  far  to  solve  this 
question;  but  we  expected  the  provi- 
sions of  the  BiU  to  have  gone  much 
further  than  we  have  had  explained  to- 
night. The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  told  his  constitneats  during 
the  Election  that  the  next  Crofters*  Bin 
would  be  a  much  more  Radical  measure 
than  that  introduced  last  year ;  but  it  is 
simply  the  old  Bill  over  again,  plut  the 
compulsory  leasing  of  pasture  land.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman — one  of  the  Mem- 
bers from  Birmingham — (Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain) also  told  us  that  this  Bill  would 
be  much  more  drastic  than  the  old  one  ; 
but  I  do  not  s4e  that  it  is  mate  drafitio. 

Ihr,  Clark 


The  other  measure  was  drastic  enough 
if  it  had  been  carried  through  logricaUy  j 
and  the  Beoteh  crofters  wiU  not  be  satis- 
fied with  less  than  has  been  given  to  tk« 
Irish  cottiers.  If  the  Gt)vemment  is  not 
prepared  to  give  an  increase  of  arable 
land  as  well  as  pasture  land,  there  is  no 
we  in  dealing  with  the  question  at 
aU.  The  '<  thre»F.'s  "  will  not  settle  it ; 
even  to  give  the  orofters  their  present 
holding^fres  from  both  rents  and  taxes— 
even  then  they  will  not  solve  ihiB  High- 
land question.  The  crofters  have  not 
forgotten  their  rights,  as  the  farmns 
of  England  and  M  the  Lothiana  hove 
done ;  but  they  beUeve  that  they  have 
been  defrauded  of  their  rights,  and 
they  wiU  not  be  satisfied  until  they 
have  regained  ihmi.  I  must  say  that 
I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman  for  the  sympathy  wluoh 
he  has  expressed  towards  these  poor 
orofters ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say, 
also,  that  what  he  has  given  with  one 
hand  he  has  taken  away  with  the  other^ 
{uid  that  is  a  proceeding  whi<^  the  hard- 
headed  crofter  will  be  weU  able  to  see 
througbi  and  will  refuse  to  aocei»t  as  a 
settlement. 

Hb.  H.  Or.  BEID :  I  should  not  have 
ventured  at  this  late  hour  to  detain 
the  House  if  it  had  ndt  been  for  the 
chaUenge  thrown  out  by  an  hon.  Mea- 
ber,  who  said  that  no  one  personally 
acquainted  with  the  facts  could  accept 
the  statements  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Trevelyan),  and  insinuated 
that  his  statements  were  based  on  infor- 
mation received  from  tainted  eouroee,  and 
on  superficial  observation.  Allow  me,  as 
representing  a  great  industaial  oonstitu- 
enoy  in  the  Midlands,  and  as  one  who 
has  risen  from  the  ranks  of  the  Scottish 
crofters,  to  repudiate  these  insinuationB. 
From  early  and  bitter  experience  I  can 
testify  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
crofters,  and  the  imperative  need  that 
exists  for  finding  a  speedy  remedy.  The 
speech  to  which  we  have  listened  in  sup- 
port of  the  prox>o6od  BiU  will  send  a 
thriU  of  joy  through  the  hearts  of 
thousands  in  Scotland — more,  perhaps, 
from  the  spirit  it  evinces  and  the  hopes 
it  inspires  than  from  the  specific  remc 
dies  suggested.  I  do  not  uddervalue 
these  remedies.  They  go  very  far  ia  the 
right  direction,  end  it  may  be  possible 
to  give  them  at  a  future  stage  a  wider 
scope.  The  Boyal  Commission,  to  whidt 
refexenoe  has, been  mads,  admitted  thai 
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in  the  North  of  Sootland  an  "  ecooomio  1 
crisis  "  has  been  reached.  The  time  has 
oome  when  the  grieranceB  must  be  dealt 
with  in  ft  thorough  and  practical  form. 
They  are  the  upgrowth  of  generations 
of  miBgovemment  and  oppression.  I 
shall  not  go  so  far  back  as  an  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  and  begin  with  our 
venerable  ancestor,  Adam;  but,  were 
this  the  time  or  occasion,  I  could  tell 
how  my  ancestors,  like  thousands  more, 
were  within  the  past  generation  driven 
from  their  homes ;  how,  when  returninff 
from  church  or  from  market,  they  found 
their  dwellings  unroofed  and  their  bed- 
ding in  flames  ;  how  they  were  driven 
ont  to  people  and  make  prosperous 
Upper  Oaoada  and  other  distant  do- 
mams.  Someone  whispors  that  their 
leaving  was  for  their  own  good, 
f"  Hear,  hear  !  "J  I  readily  admit  that 
the  change  was  for  their  own  good,  and 
for  the  good  of  their  adopted  country ; 
but  that  is  certainly  no  excuse  for  the 
system  under  which  they  were  expatri- 
ated, to  the  serious  detriment  of  their 
native  land.  And  as  to  the  complaint 
uttered  by  an  hon.  Member  opposite, 
that  the  crofters  are  reluctant  to  emi- 
grate, let  me  just  ask — Who  peopled 
Upper  Oanoda  r  I  regret  that  the  Qo- 
vernment  Dill  is  not  more  comprehen- 
sible in  its  scope,  and  that  the  discussion 
seems  to  imply  that  the  only  people  who 
are  snfTering  in  Scotland  are  the  High- 
land crofters.  I  am  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  Lowlands,  and,  if 
time  permitted,  I  oould  show  that  the 
suffering  there  is  equally  severe,  and  in 
some  respects  more  harassing  and  hope- 
less than  in  the  Highlands.  The  small 
holders  in  the  Lowlands  are,  for  the 
most  part,  imder  VJ  years'  leases. 
During  past  years  rents  have  been 
increased,  and  to-day  there  are  multi- 
tudes being  subjected  to  a  process  of 
eviction  as  cruel  and  exacting  as  that 
which  exists  in  the  Highlands.  Behind 
with  the  rents,  which  they  are  unable 
to  pay,  tbeir  atocic  and  furniture  are 
being  sold  o£F,  and  they  themselves  re- 
duced to  the  point  of  starvation,  whilst 
remorselessly  bound  by  the  terms  of 
their  leases.  Something,  I  trust,  will 
yet  be  done  for  them — something  to 
resoue  au  industrious  and  honest  and 
long-suffering  race  from  the  worst  form 
of  extermination.  Let  us,  then,  accept 
the  proposals  of  ^e  Ctovernment  in  the 
g«nerous  spirit  in  which  they  are  made. 


They  assert  and  embody  the  fundamen- 
tal principle  that  justice  must  be  done 
to  this  class — that  fixity  of  tenure,  fairly- 
adjusted  rents,  compensation  for  im- 
provements, and  extended  holdings, 
shall  be  conceded ;  and  when  the  Bill 
comes  before  us,  let  us  wisely  and  firmly 
tcy  to  amend  and  extend  it,  so  as  to 
render  it  as  lai^ely  beneficial  as  pos- 
sible. 

Db.  E.  M'DONALD:  Like  the  rest 
of  my  hon.  Friends,  I  am  very  pleased 
that  the  BUI  goes  so  far— that  is,  if  the 
principles  it  contains  are  carried  out  to 
their  logical  conclusion,  which  is  not  the 
case  at  present.  In  my  opinion,  half-a- 
loaf  is  better  than  no  bread  ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  prepared  to  accept  the  mea- 
sure which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
introduced  ;  but  I  hope  it  will  be  ex- 
tended to  some  extent  in  Committee. 
We  have  been  asked  why  was  emigra- 
tion not  going  on?  Well,  we  know  that 
it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  landlords 
for  some  time  past  to  emigrate  the 
people  away  from  the  Highlands.  We 
know  that  the  landlords  feel  that  the 
only  way  to  make  the  Highlands  pay  is 
by  turning  them  into  deer  forests  and 
clearing  the  crofters  away  altogether; 
but  I  hope  that  we  shall  hear  nothing 
more  of  that  now.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Highlands  are  very  thinly  populated 
at  present,  and  it  will  be  time  to  talk 
about  emigration  when  we  have  pro- 
perly populated  them.  There  is  one 
point  in  the  Bill  which  I  am  pleased  to 
6ee,^and  that  is  that  we  are  not  going 
to  have  the  land  bought  np  from  the 
landlords ;  and  I  hope  that  we  shall 
never  see  anything  more  of  that  sort, 
and  that  the  same  principle  will  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Sister  Isle.  We  have  a 
right  to  make  them  let  the  land  at  a 
reasonable  rent ;  but  we  have  no  right 
to  make  them  sell  out,  and  purchase  their 
property  out  of  the  rates  of  our  countiy. 
There  is  one  other  matter  to  which  I 
should  like  to  call  attention,  and  which 
I  consider  to  be  one  of  the  great  blots  on 
the  Bill,  and  that  is  the  question  of 
arable  land.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  put  a  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  to  extend  the  arable 
land  which  the  crofters  had,  because 
they  had  it  all  already;  but  I  beg  to 
challenge  that  statement,  because  it  is 
well  known  that  the  arable  land  is 
mostly  in  the  hands  of  the  large  far- 
mers.  What  is  the  good,  theterare,  of 
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giving  the  oraftors  a  bat«  faiil  side?  Un- 
less we  give  the  crofters  the  power  of 
enlacing  their  on&  or  two  acres  of 
arable  laud,  no  good  whatever  will  be 
done.  That,  in  my  mind,  is  the  greatest 
point  in  oonnectioQ  with  the  Bill-  And 
why  should  we  not  extend  the  power  of 
acquiring  arable  land  ?  Why  carry  out 
a  prhK^ple  in  regard  to  one  sort  of  land 
and  not  another  ?  I  hope  that  this 
matter  will  be  reconsidered ;  and  I  hope 
that  no  one  knowing  the  Highlands  will 
say  again  that  the  crofters  already  hold 
the  greater  portion  of  the  arable  land. 
Whenerer  we  see  good  arable  land  in  the 
Highlands  we  find  that  it  is  mostly  in 
the  possession  of  the  large  farmere ;  and 
unless  means  are  taken  to  increase  that 
in  the  possession  of  the  small  crofters, 
the  Bill  will  not  go  as  far  as  it  should 
do.  We  have  been  told,  also,  that  gen- 
tlemen having  deer  forests  £x>end  a  large 
amount  of  money  among  the  people. 
Well,  tbat  is  all  very  well;  but  we 
who  know  the  Highland  mountains 
know  that  that  is  not  so.  When  they 
do  apend  mon^  they  spend  it  for  their 
own  purposes,  and  amongst  their  own 
people,  who  are  amongst  the  most  de- 
mobilized portion  of  Uie  whole  of  our 
Highland  population.  I  am  very  pleased 
also  that  there  are  no  proposals  in  the 
Bin  in  regard  to  game,  beoause  I  &ink 
that  every  man  ought  to  have  the  right 
to  ehoot  what  game  he  can.  I  am  glad, 
moreover,  to  see  the  provisions  as  to 
fishing ;  but  there  is  another  point  in 
connection  with  fishing  whioh  the  Go- 
vernment must  consider,  and  that  is  with 
reference  to  the  construction  of  suitable 
harbours.  The  crofters  must  have  more 
piers  and  harbours,  or  they  cannot  carry 
on  the  fishiog  indDstry  satisfactorily. 
At  present  they  cannot  use  large  boats, 
beoaiise  they  cannot  get  them  up  out  of 
the  sea ;  and  in  bad  weather  they  can 
do  nothing  with  the  small  boats  at  their 
disposal,  because  there  is  every  chance 
of  their  getting  drowned.  Another 
point  is  this—that  the  Qovemment 
should  make  some  provision  for  giving 
these  people  money  to  enable  them  to 
stock  their  farms,  ior  what  is  the  good 
of  giving  them  land  if  they  have  no 
stock  to  put  on  it?  The  Government 
lend  money  to  promote  the  fisheries  in- 
dustry, but  they  do  not  do  bo  to  promote 
the  better  cultivation  of  the  land ;  and 
I  think  this  is  a  point  which  might  well 
be  considered  at  some  future  period. 

Dr.  R.  SCPonald 


Sm  DONALD  CUERIBr.  I  think 
that  the  ecope  of  the  Bill  might  very  well 
be  extended  to  other  parts  <^Scotiand, 
and  I  hope,  at  least,  that  the  rig^  hon. 
Gentleman  will  consent  to  make  its  pro* 
visions  embrace  Perthshire. 

Mb.  PIGTON:  There  is  only  one 
point  which  I  should  like  to  oall  atten- 
tion to ;  but  I  cannot  help  expressing 
my  pleasure  at  hearing  the  words  of 
sympathy  wbu^  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Trevelyan)  spoke  in  regard 
to  the  crofters.  I  could  not  help  wuh- 
iag,  when  I  heard  Hqd  express  his  in* 
dignation  in  regard  to  deer  forests,  thai 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  oame  up  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  indignation. 
The  point  to  whioh  I  desire  to  call  atten- 
tion, however,  is  the  possibility,  or  mere 
than  possibility,  of  extensive  evictions. 
Nothing  baa  been  said  as  to  the  intm- 
tion  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the 
grievance  which  may  arise  on  this  score. 
Possibly  the  matter  does  not  properly 
arise  on  this  Bill,  yet  it  may  be  that 
this  Bill  will  do  inoalonloble  misehief. 
It  must  certainly  tend  to  inoreaae  the 
evictions,  because,  in  view  of  its  passing, 
the  landlords  may  endeavour  to  get  rid 
of  what  they  will  call  a  troublesome 
class  as  soon  as  possible. 

Db.  FAEQUHABSON:  I  wish  to 
extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to 
the  y&ry  excellent  measure  which  has 
just  been  brought  in,  whidi  I  think 
carries  out  many  oi  the  best  principlee 
of  agricultural  legislation.  I  think, 
however,  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
should  give  a  favourable  ear  to  the 
Bill  which  some  of  my  hon.  Friends  are 
going  to  bring  in,  which  meets  a  great 
many  of  those  points  which  have  been 
mentioned  by  hon.  Members  in  this  dis- 
cussion. In  regard  to  what  has  fallen 
from  my  hon.  Friend,  who  painted  out 
that  the  Bill  might  be  made  to  apply 
very  much  more  widely  than  it  did,  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  in  Aberdeenshire, 
which  I  represent,  there  are  a  great 
many  small  holdings,  and  I  hope  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  will  he  ex- 
tended to  ihat  county. 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B, 
Balfouk)  :  In  reply  to  the  qneelion 
whioh  has  been  put  to  me  by  uie  hon. 
Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr.  Cameron)  as 
to  whether  the  Bill  will  apply  to  Shet- 
land or  not,  I  have  to  say  that  that  will 
depend  upon  whether  the  crofters'  rights 
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ol  gxazbig  there  will  be  covered  by  the 
Bill.  I  do  not  know  the  partioularo  ol 
that  oa«e;  but  my  hoQ.  Friend  oftn  draw 
his  own  oonolauon  from  what  I  have 
said.  In  rezard  to  arable  laod,  it  appears 
to  us  that  tnwe  would  be  great  di&iuUy 
in  allowing  exteiuioDS  of  arable  land  in 
one  part  of  the  country  and  not  in  others. 
The  reafon  of  our  dealing  with  pasture 
land  is  that  thfi  da^vaiioa  ol  paeture 
has  boon  a  serious  incoaT«ni«nQe  to  the 
crofters,  booause  they  have  not  been 
able  to  keep  cattle  «r  sheep ;  but  now 
tiiey  will  be  in  a  poaittos  to  do  so.  Bat 
that  matter  has  been  fully  explained  by 
my  light  hoa.  Friend  the  Seocetairy  £oir 
Scotiaod  (Mr.  Xreralyatt).  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  notiw,  that  sutler 
has  not  e8oa{>ed  the  atitention  of  the  Go- 
Teromeat,  and  we  hare,  in  Clause  d  of 
the  Bill,  given  a  greater  length  of  tiove 
during  whioh  the  arrears  are  not  to  oon- 
stitttte  a  ground  of  remor^  from  the 
fftym,  The  prorieioas  as  to  seouri^  of 
tenure  will  apply  to  tenants  of  arable 
land  as  well  as  to  tenants  of  other  Itiada 
of  land.  The  question  of  arreare,  of 
conise^  raises  aa  enormous  question, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  Orefters'  Oom- 
missum.  hscre  sug^ated  any  legislatioin 
on  that  point.  With  regard  to  the 
cottar,  we  propose  to  deal  with  him  very 
math  m  the  same  way  as  in  BiU  m 
last  year.  I  hare  had  very  many  cases 
of  hEurdship  brought  wkler  my  notice  in 
some  of  the  Highlands,  of  die  people 
hsing  obliged  to  pay  a  road  rate,  whan 
in  some  cases  there  is  nothing  in  the 
nature  c£  a  road  within  three  miles  of 
their  holdings ;  but  I  am  afraid  that 
that  question  does .  not  oome  within  the 
scope  of  tiiis  Bill.  It  is  am'  incidental 
question  which  really  falls  under  the 
heading  of  road  administration.  There 
are  no  adraDtagee  derired  by  any  re- 
sident firom  a  main  road  snd^  as  iSame 
are  &om  saoh  roads  as  a  rate  will  enable 
to  be  made:  Still,  aperson  who  is  made 
to  pay  withoiU  any  advantage  from  the 
rate  will  fael  the  hardship.  With  re- 
gard to  sea>war»,  no  doubt  there  are 
some  pronsions  or  recommendatioDS  it 
is  difficult  to  work  oat  by  legislation ; 
hut  I  should  hope,  as  time  passes,  that 
there  will  be  fair  tolerance  on  tk^  part 
of  proprietora  to  allow  sea-ware  to  he 
used.  Another  point  was  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kirikealdy  (Sir 
George  OampbeU),  wh«  said  there  was 
no  provinon  for  flsheniesi  ■  llkoroia  pr»- 


Tiaoa  £Dr  certain  money  being  devoted 
to  fisheries,  and  all  who  have  studied 
this  question  look  to  that  as  one  of  the 
greatest  sources  of  amelioration  for  the 
orofbw  population.  Then  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Caithness  (Dr.  Olark)  rather 
lamented  that  there  was  no  adequate 
inducement  to  the  orofter  to  give  up  his 
bad  house  and  build  a  better.  W^  we 
tbink  we  have  given  a  very  material  iJL- 
duoement  on  that  question,  booaiise  we 
hare  provided,  in  a  scheme  much  more 
liberal  than  the  Agricultural  Holdings 
Act,  that  a  corofter,  when  he  x«movea, 
shall  ha  entity  to  fiur  eMnpemaatioa 
for  whi^  he  haa  built  on  his  holding, 
Always  mbjeot  to  the  reasonaUe  porovi- 
si(m  ^t  it  idiall  be  saiti^e  to  the  hold* 
ing.  I  do  not  think  he  is  likely  to  be 
too  extravagant  in  this  matter.  When 
we  propose  to  provide  ho-e  that  witho«it 
any  antecedent  noiaoe  to  the  landlord,  or 
subsequent  consent,  there  shall  be  fair 
compensation  given,  that  does  seem  the 
moat  practical  indaoement  that  you  can 
give  to  any  man  to  build  the  best  kind 
of  house  that  his  money  will  enable  him 
to  build.  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  will 
prove  a  greaf:  amelioration  of  the  c^arwi* 
tor  of  the  dwellings  inhabited  by  this 
class  of  the  population.  Something  was 
said,  about  eonnatteon  with  the  Irish 
Land  Aot;  bat  X  would  point  oat  that 
there  ere  some  ^dm  whii^  will  be 
given  by  this  much  hare  never 
been,  given  in  Ireland.  The  tenure  wtU 
be  a.  more  enduring  one,  and  the  .provi' 
sioa  for  eolargeotei^  of  pasture  is  mote 
QzteittiTe  than  anything  whi«h.  has  ever 
hew  suggested  Ireland.  3om«T 
thing  was  said  about  allotm^ts,  by 
way  of  rofereu«e  to  ^  cott^e  provi* 
sions  oi  the  recent  Irish  legislation ;  biit 
it  must  be  borne  in  miud  that  these  wen 
onfy  provisions  to  giv»  half-aores  as  ad- 
joining a  house.  There  was  no  provi- 
sion  for  making  farms  for  aoyone ; 
therefore,  it  will  be  fbond,  on  reflection, 
that  there  has  been  no  want  of  regard 
to  small  interests  in  Scotland  aa  com- 
pared  with  Ireland.  One  remark  was 
made  in  regard  to  harbours.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  aU  who  know  thelsUnds 
will  be  desiroas  of  seeuig  better  har- 
boura  made  in  tmrnonueplaoee,  beeause 
it  is  generally  known  wat  one  of  Uw 
gveat  diffionltiea  ol  proMoutioff  fishing 
suooesBfuUyisthat  the  ezistiBghiirboais 
eannot  be  used  by  the  boats  on  aoeount 
of  ineuffioieiit  depth  o£  water.  Th« 
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boats  have  to  bo  drava  up  on  the  beaoh, 
and,  of  courae,  a  boat  that  oan  be  used 
in  that  way  is  not  one  that  ean  with- 
stand rough  weath«>  and  proceed  with 
safety  to  the  more  distant  fishing 
grounds.  The  Piers  and  Harbours 
Committee,  on  the  testimony  they  re- 
oeiTod,  thought  that  money  should  not 
be  spent  by  way  of  adrance  for  harbours 
that  are  of  mere  local  importaoce — that 
unless  they  are  of  national  importance 
advances  should  not  be  made.  No 
doubt,  howOTW,  there  are  proTisions  \sj 
which  it  is  possible  to  obtain  loans  for 
these  local  harbours ;  but  then,  of  course, 
the  main  difltonlty  in  many  of  the  Is- 
lands and  Highlands  would  be  to  find 
persons  to  take  on  themselves  the  lia- 
bility for  the  expenditure.  That  matter, 
however,  has  not  been  overlooked,  be- 
cause within  the  last  few  years  we  have 
made  some  provision  under  which  one 
harbonr  at  least  has  been  made,  the 
surplus  of  the  herring  fishing  brand  fees 
having  been  taken  in  towards  the  ex- 
pense. I  should  rejoice  if  any  other 
fnnds  were  put  at  the  disposal  of  those 
oonoemed  in  this  matter  in  Scotland.  I 
do  not  think  at  present  it  is  possible  to 
do  any  more  than  take  these  hemng 
brand  fees ;  there  has  not  i^peared  any 
dispostti<m  tiiat  any  more  ^oold  be 
done.  I  do  not  Aink  any  other  points 
were  referred  to  by  way  m  quesUon.  I 
am  not  going  into  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  which,  when  it  is  before  hon.  Mem- 
bers, they  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
studying  for  themselves.  Something 
has  been  said  as  to  when  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  take  the  second  reading.  It 
will  be  a  day  or  two  before  it  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  Members ;  therefore,  pro- 
bably it  will  be  to  the  convenience  of  the 
House  that  it  should  be  read  a  seoond 
time  about  10  days  hence. 

Mb.  FRASER-MA0KINT08H:  "Will 
it  be  put  down  as  the  first  Order  of  the 
Day? 

Thb  lord  ADVOOATB  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BAifouB) :  I  shall  only  be  too  glad  to 
get  as  good  a  place  as  possible  for  die 
second  reading  among  me  Orders. 

The  Mabqubss  of  STAFFORD:  I 
desireto  explainthat  the  Local  Au'&ority 
referred  to  in  the  Bill  I  have  introduced 
is  meant  to  be  the  Local  Authority  to  be 
appointed  under  the  Local  Gk>vernment 
scheme,  and  not  the  Oommissioners  of 
Supply.  With  ref<»enoe  to  the  question 
of  keeping  deer,  my  intontion  is  tiiat 

Th$  Lard  AAooottU 


everyone  who  has  a  deer  forest  should 
fence  it  properly  so  as  to  prevent  the 
deer  trespassing.  I  am  glad  the  Go- 
vernment are  going  to  h^p  thesepeople 
in  regnrd  to  fishing,  as  I  am  sure  assist- 
ance granted  in  that  direction  will  be 
one  of  the  most  important  ameliorationa 
possible. 

Mb.  M'OULLOOH  :  I  am  very  glad 
to  be  able  to  congratulato  l^e  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  Ssotland 
on  the  spirit  which  has  pervaded  the 
mttoduetion  of  this  measore.  But  Hie 
Bill  is  by  no  mieana  olmr  of  defects.  I 
think  there  is  a  want  of  scope  in  looali^, 
and  in  some  other  of  tiie  pfovistoos 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  indicated — 
for  instance,  in  the  distinction  drawn 
betweffli  arable  and  pasture  land ;  but 
I  will  say  that  he  laid  down  a  principle 
which  this  House  cannot  too  widely  en- 
dorse— namely,  that  it  is  impolitic  to  take 
public  money  for  the  pnrpose  of  buying 
land  for  any  section  of  the  community. 
That  is,  I  think,  to  more  advanced  Libe- 
rals the  most  valuable  of  i^inciples  that 
have  been  held  by  Ais  House.  There 
was  one  proposition,  howerer,  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  the  House 
to  affirm,  to  which,  on  my  part,  I  can  ^ve 
no  assent — that  tiie  landlords  in  &ot^ 
land  have  in  all  cases  been  considemte 
and  wise.  I  maintein  tiiat  the  rente 
have  been  sorawedupby legal  maofauiety, 
and  that  Uiey  have  had,  by  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  land  itself,  a  monopoly.  The 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  is  now  put  in,  and 
I  think  some  of  the  principles  of  tenant 
right  will  have  to  be  extended  to  every 
section  of  tonants  in  Scotland.  Why  ? 
Because  the  rents  now  are  snoh  that 
the  tenants  cannot  pay  them  out  of 
the  surplus  aftor  the  charges  ef  pro- 
duction have  been  met.  A  remissioB  of 
rents  is,  consequently,  as  necessary  to 
large  tenants  as  to  the  crofters;  and 
at  the  proper  time  I  shall  move  an 
Amendment  to  the  e£feot  that  the  same 
prindple  which  is  ^^d^ble  to  the 
crofters  should  be  extended  to  those  who 
have,  in  conseqnenee  of  laws  nnjust  and 
impolitic,  been  forced  into  paying  men 
than  the  natural  rent  of  the  landt  and 
into  positions  which  are  just  as  fnll  of 
vicissitudes  as  that  of  the  crofters.  When 
this  measure  is  again  brought  up,  I 
think  we  should  go  further  and  do 
something  for  those  who  have  entered 
into  long  leases  under  oiroumrtaneee 
tiiat  do  not  at  this  moment  ocmftiaae.  I 
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eay,  again,  that  the  -laadlards  of  Soot' 
land  bare  not,  in  their  ralations  to  th« 
larger  tenants,  as  well  as  to  the  smaller, 
been  vise  and  oonstderate. 

Mb.  J.  H.  A.  MAODONALl)  :  Be- 
fore you  put  the  Question  horn  the 
Ohair,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  like  to  say 
one  word.  X  should  hare  liked,  had  it 
been  possible,  to  have  expressed  my 
<^niLion  <m  the  Bill  like  other  hcoi.  Mem- 
ber* opposite ;  but  as  it  is  not  desirable 
to  protiaot  the  debate  farther,  it  will  be 
well  that  what  remaios  to  be  said  alioald 
be  said  on  the  aeeond  reading.  X  think 
we  have  to  thaak  the  right  Jum.  Gentle- 
man  the  Secretary  jEor  Scotland  for  a 
most  lucad  and  clear  statement ;  but  the 
veiry  lucidity  and  clearness  of  his  state- 
ment have  brought  oat  most  forcibly  that 
when  we  come  to  read  the  measure  which 
has  been  prepared  by  himself  and  the 
Ziord  Advocate,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
different  to  a  very  great  extent  firom 
the  one  that  was  before  the  House  in  the 
early  part  of  this  year.  Xberefore,  it 
will  be  desirable  to  have  it  discussed  on 
the  second  reading,  when  the  whole 
terms  of  it  will  be  before  the  House. 
I  must  say  tiiat,  from  the  debate  whioh 
I  have  listened  to  with  great  interest  and 
attention  to-night,  I  think  it  desirable,  as 
the  Lord  Advocate  has  suggested,  that 
one  should  have  some  timefor  preparing 
for  the  ddiate  on  the  seoood  reading.  I 
m;^8elf  have  taken  a  great  interest  in 
this  queation,  because,  having  held  the 
Office  that  the  right  hon.  Genueman  now 
holds  for  some  time,  I  was  busy  in  pre- 

Saring  to  meet  the  crofter  difficulty  to 
le  beat  of  my  power.  But  I  have  also 
an  interest  ia  it  as  being  myself  a  High- 
lander and  the  eon  of  a  Highlander.  I 
do  trust,  if  it  is  possible,  by  any  means, 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  bring  to  an  end 
this  difficult  and  distressing  subject, 
which  at  present  is  disturbing  so  many 
minds.  But,  as  I  said,  I  do  not  f^ink  it 
desirable  to  protraet  this  debate  any 
longer  in  a  rattier  thin  House.  The  sub- 
ject will  have  to  be  taken  up  pretty  fully 
on  the  second  reading,  and  I  should  like 
to  reserve  -what  I  have  to  say  to  that 
occasion. 

Question  put,  and  affrted  to. 

BiHUori^rtd  to  be  brought  it  by  Mr. 
Treteltab,  The  Lobd  Advocate,  and 
Mr.  SoucnOB  Qenebal  for  Scoilaitd. 

Bill  prttmMf  and  read  the  first  time. 
[BiU  lit.] 


ORDER  OF  TBS  DAT. 


LUNAGfT  (VAOATINO  OF  SEATS)  BILL. 
(Dr.  Cinifrm,  JTr.  Ckortu  Suuelt,  Mr.  PidettMi, 
Xr.  WaSam  Coritt.) 
[bill  85.]  COMMITTEB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Db.  OAUEROX:  X  move  that  the 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Ohair.  I 
simply  want  to  get  into  Committee  on 
the  Bill,  and  propose  at  once  to  move  to 
report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  C9iair," — 
{Dr.  C'KWtfrott,)— put,  and  tu/rt^  io. 

Committee  report  FMgress;  to  sit 
again  upon  TMndajf  next. 

MOTIOHS. 


RtVERS  POLLUTION  (RITEE  LEA). 
UOTION  FOR  A  BBLXOT  COMUITTEB. 

Thx  attorney  general  (Mr. 
Ohables  Russbll)  :  My  object  in  giving 
Notice  of  the  Motion  which  appears  on 
the  Paper  in  m^  name  was  to  call  at- 
tration  to  the  existing  law  for  the  pre- 
vention of  poUntion  in  rivers,  and  the 
defects  therein  with  reference  espeoi^fy 
to  the  River  Lea ;  and  to  move— 

"That  a  Select  Committeo  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  and  report  apon  the  condition  of 
the  Kiver  Lea,  and  to  make  saoh  reoommenda- 
tiona  aa  may  appear  necesBaty." 

But  I  am  glad  to  say  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  trouble  the  House  at  any 
length  uyao  this  subject.  I  prepared 
this  Motion  a«  a  private  Member,  and 
then  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting 
the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir  R.  Asshe- 
ton  Cross)  and  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour), 
and  I  received  the  assent  of  these  right 
hon.  Gkntlemen,  who  agree  in  the  de- 
sirability of  this  Committee  being  ap- 
pointed. Similar  assent  was  given  by 
the  present  Htnne  Seoretaiy  (Mr.  Ohil- 
ders)  and  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Boavd  (lb.  J.  Chamberlain), 
and,  with  the  p«misBion  of  the  House, 
seeing  that  there  is  a  general  conour- 
raoce  aa  to  the  desirability  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  am  content  to  move  for  its  ap- 
a^pointment  wiUioat  ftirther  obaervft- 
turns. 
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Ifotim  made,  and  Quefftion  pix^oaed, 

"  That  a  flelect  OomniUee  ba  appotaM  to 
inquire  ioto  asd  report  upon  the  condition  of 
the  Bivnr  Lea,  and  to  maRe  Buch  reoommenda- 
tioDB  as  may  appear  neo6HaTy."-~(Vr.  JUot-netf 

Mb.  8CLATEB-B00TH :  It  would 
be  ungracious  and  unreasonable  to  oom- 
plaiu  of  the  statement  of  the  Attorney 
General  being  short  and  unsatisfactory. 
At  the  same  time,  I  would  venture  to  re- 
mark that,  according  to  my  experience, 
the  duties  of  a  Select  Committee  on  a 
particular  subject  are  facilitated  Tery 
much  if  something  like  guidance  and 
light  is  giTon  to  them  In  the  discussion 
accompanying  the  Ifotion  few  their  ap- 
pointment. This  aj^pointmentis  in  con- 
nection with  the  KiTer  Lea.  I  should 
lik^  Tery  well  to  see  the  provisions  of 
the  Hivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act 
examined  by  a  Committee,  especially 
in  connection  with  snch  an  important 
matter  as  it  proposed  to  refer  to  this 
Committee.  However,  at  present,  I  only 
wish  to  guard  myself  in  this  way  by 
saying  that  whenever  asubject  is  brought 
before  a  Select  Committee  without  any 
particular  guidance  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  there  is  apt  to  be  a  little  con- 
fusion or  delay,  and  perhaps  some  un- 
satisfactory result,  which  might  hare 
been  prevented  by  more  full  and  eom- 
plete  discussion. 

Sir  lewis  PELLT:  I  would  ven- 
ture to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  for 
one  moment  on  this  subject.  I  submit 
that  it  is  most  desirable  that  this  Oom- 
raittee  should  be  appointed.  I  repre- 
Mnt  the  Division  of  Hackney  through 
whioh  the  Biver  Lea  takes  part  of  its 
course,  and  I  faare  been  communicated 
with  by  my  constituents  on  the  subject 
of  the  condition  of  the  stream.  I  also 
have  had  the  honour  of  presenting  a 
Petition  on  the  subject. 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Ohabxes  Bussbll)  :  I  wish  to  say,  in 
answer  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Solater-Bboth),  that  I  am  obliged  to  him 
for  not  being  hard  on  me  for  my  reti- 
cence, as  the  Motion  was  unopposed. 
I  desired  to  save  the  House  the  trouble 
oC  listening  to  a  statement  hardly  neoes- 
aary  under  the  circumstances.  I  trust 
thftt  this  Committee  may  have  the  bene- 
fit of  the  services  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, who  took  such  an  important  part 
in  the  legislation  on  the  subject,  and  in 
connection  with  the  Bill  of  1876.  Ajiy- 


one  with  eni^enoe  of  the  working  of 
the  existing  Ia«r  ai^d  of  the  condition  of 
the  Biver  Lea,  must  see  that  the  law 
requires  considerable  amendment. 

Me.  HASTINGS  :  It  is  rather  unfor- 
tunate that  the  subject  actually  referred 
to  this  Committee  is  so  restricted.  1.  am 
aware  that  the  River  Lea  is  in  a  bad 
condition,  and  iiiat  it  is  urgent  that 
something  should  be  done ;  but  I  think 
there  are  oth»  Tirers  which  require  to 
have  something  done  to  them.  The 
river  tiut  ^owa  through  m^  own  oounty 
— tiie  River  Severn — is  bemg  more  and 
more  polluted  every  year  by  the  amouat 
of  sewage  poured  into  it.  It  seems  to 
me,  themore,  that  the  Committee  ahoiild 
not  be  entirely  restricted  to  the  Lea. 
Therig^thon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Solater- 
Booth)  must  be  well  aware  that  while 
the  Act,  tiie  passage  of  whioh  he  facili' 
tated,  is  excellent,  so  far  as  its  proviaiona 
go,  there  is  this  great  defeet  in  the  state 
of  the  law — that  it  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  put  it  in  force.  What  is  wanted 
is  something  to  enable  the  law  to  be  put 
in  force,  and  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman(tfaeAUDmey  General)  should 
be  able  to  throw  some  light  en  that 
^ueetion«  ao  far  as  all  rivera  are>ooii^ 
cerned,  I,  for  one,  ahonld  be  gUd. 

Hetion  «yrvAi  ia. 

VATIONAX.  PKOVIDXirX  ITTSIIBIKOB. 

Sdeek  OotBinittee  opninMt  **  to  itqoua  iaifes 
the  beat  •ystem  of  Nakoaal  Pcovidaat  hmamat 
against  Avperiun."— BviUrt  Jfmcwtf.} 

ZOVCATIONAL  EKTWWICENTS. 

Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee  on  Edu- 
oatiooal  lEiidowmentg  do  oongist  of  Seventeen 
MemberB  : — Committee  nmninattd  of, — Mr.  H. 
O.  Allbit,  Ht.  L.  L.  Cohin,  Mr.  JaesB  Col- 
linos,  Mr.  Cozam-iiAaDT,  Mr.  DiuAif,  Mr. 
J.  £.  Ellis,  Lord  Fkahcis  Hibtbt,  If r.  Statb- 
LBY  Hill,  Sir  Hekst  Holland,  Mr.  Illiko- 
woETH,  Mr.  OocBTtrKT  Khwwt,  Mr,  Maskb- 
ltkb,  Mr.  C.  B.  Pabxbb,  Sir  Ltom  FutTaxb, 
Mr.  F.  S.  PowBU.,  Mr.  SrAmoni  aad  Mr.  J. 

TAJ.BOT,  -with  power  to  send  for  penons, 
papers,  and  records. 

Ordered,  Thai  EHve  be  the  qtuamiL^Sir  Xym ' 
Ptaufair.) 

WXTKEW0EK8  (B4TIH0)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Qendd  Balfour,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  Waterworka  tJn- 
dertakioga  lielonging:  to  Local  Authoritiea, 
ordtred  to  be  brougbt  in  by  Mr.  Gerald  Bal- 
fonr,  Mr.  Doddi,  Mr.  Ooddington,  Sir  H. 
Botcos,  Mr.  Jaokaoo,  and  Mr.  Ficton. 
Bill  pretmtid,  mi  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  117.] 

Hoois  a^jowiMd  at  half  tf  ter 
One  o'clock. 
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HOUSE   OF  LOBDS, 
Friday,  26th  February,  1886. 


HINITTES.}— Select  Coxkittbs  —  Office  of 
the  Clorfe  of  tlie  Parliaments  and  Office  of 
Uie  Oeotleman  ITsher  of  the  Black  Hod,  ap- 
pointtd  and  nomiaated, 

Fcuuo  Bill— G»ttmi<<««<-Freehwater  Fisheries 
(Eels)*  (15.23J. 

Several  Lords — Took  tHe  Oath. 

OOLONIES-IMPERIAL  AND  COLONTAt 
DEFENCES. 
ADDRESS  FOB  RETUBSS. 

Yjbooust  SIDAIOUTH,  ia  risiag  to 
moTe  for — 

"UetuniB  of  the  nuraher  of  naTol  and  mili- 
tary o£Boert  now  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
Colonies  hy  the  permiuion  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  and  of  the  War  Office ;  of  ofiBcere 
who  have,  in  addition  to  the  ahove,  applied  for 
permission  so  to  serve ;  of  assistance  given  to 
the  Oolonial  Govemmenta  in  ships,  guns,  or 
other  mflitarjF  stores ;  " 

and  to  ask,  vhether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment intend  to  propose  to  the  Oolo- 
nial  GoTemments  any  eoheme  by  which 
the  Naval  and  Military  Forces  of  this 
country  and  of  the  Colonies  may  be 
made  interchangeable  for  the  purposes 
of  Imperial  or  Colonial  defence,  or  by 
whioh,  if  deemed  preferable,  the  ser- 
vices of  officers  and  men  may  become 
available  for  the  protection  of  the  Colo- 
nies and  their  commerce  without  detri- 
ment to  their  prospects  in  the  Imperial 
Navy  and  Army?  pointed  out  that  this 
Motion  had  been  some  ctniaiderable  time 
before  their  Lordships  and  the  public. 
Growing  importance  had  been  attached 
to  the  subject  every  year,  and  the  de- 
sirableneBs  of  associating  ourselves  with 
the  Colonies  and  they  with  us  for  the 
purposes  not  only  of  Colonial,  but  of 
mutual  defence  had  been  gradually  re- 
cognized. Any  scheme  of  this  kind  was 
calculated  to  be  beneficial,  not  only  to 
this  country  and  the  Colonies,  but  to  the 
officers  of  both  Services  and  the  tax- 
payers as  well.  He  had  recently  made 
inquiries  as  to  the  number  of  officers  in 
both  Services  who  were  compuLsorily 
retired,  and  who  had  expressed  their 
willingness  to  serve  in  tne  Colonies. 
After  a  close  investigation  he  had  found 
that  a  very  large  number  of  military  and 
naval  officers  bad  applied,  in  most  in- 

VOL.  CXXm.  [thibd  sebies.] 


stanees  in  vain,  for  employmont  in  dif- 
f<»ent branches  of  thePublioService.  The 
majority  of  these  officers  were  men  who 
were  stiU  capable  of  doing  good  service 
to  the  country  or  to  the  Colonies,  though 
thoy  had  been  obliged  to  resign  their 
appointments  in  consequence  of  the 
Bules  of  the  Service.  Out  of  1 1 4  officers 
who  had  applied  for  some  kind  of  work, 
the  average  age  was  50 ;  amon^  those 
who  had  been  compulsorily  retired  in 
the  Army  alone  there  were  280  officers 
of  various  ages,  ranging  from  41  to  60. 
When  the  counlry  considered  theamount 
of  useful  public  work  which  could  be 
got  out  of  men  in  other  professions 
between  those  ages,  it  must  seem  absurd 
that  the  taxpayers  should  be  willing  to 
pay  these  meu,  in  the  shape  of  pensions, 
for  doing  nothing— for  living  in  com- 
pulsory idleness.  At  the  present  time 
it  was  almost  impossible  for  officers  of 
the  rank  of  Major  General,  Colonel, 
Admijal,  or  Captain  of  ihe  Navy,  to 
obtain  employment  in  the  Civil  Services; 
but  there  was  a  large  field  of  employ- 
ment open  to  them  in  the  Colonies,  and 
there  tney  were  very  largely  needed. 
The  men  were  only  willing  to  obtain 
employment ;  but  when  they  applied  at 
the  different  Offices  for  an  engagement 
they  were  told  that  they  could  not  be 
employed  because  it  was  against  public 
feeling  to  employ  men  of  their  rank, 
even  although  they  were  competent  to 
do  the  work  required.  In  that  connec- 
tion, he  would  refer  to  the  fact  that 
Sir  Cooper  Key  had  been  retired  in 
the  prime  of  life;  that  Admiral  Sir 
John  Hay  was  retired  10  years  ago— 
and,  since  his  retirement,  had  served 
his  country  in  Parliament,  when  he 
was  well  able  to  serve  it  in  another 
way  —  both  men  being  in  the  full 
vigour  of  mind  and  body ;  that  Sir  S. 
Stopford  eondaoted  opeTations  with 
great  success  at  the  age  of  73;  and  that 
Sir  W.  Parker  was  employed  in  China 
after  he  had  attained  the  age  of  60. 
At  a  time  when  the  House  of  Commons 
was  carefully  scrutinizing  the  Pension 
List,  it  was  advisable,  he  thought,  to 
point  out  that  the  Pension  List  of  the 
officers  on  retired  pay  in  the  Army 
alone  amounted  to  £1,300,000.  Before 
the  abolition  of  purchase  tiiat  Pension 
List  did  not  cost  the  country  more  than 
£60,000.  While  they  weredearinK  the 
b'st  in  (nder  to  promote  young  officers 
thej  wwe  removing  able  men,  some  qt 
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vhom  wore  mora  fitted  Ity  «xp«ri«noA  to 
diachaz^  the  duttBB  retired  than  those 
vho  reeeived  promotion.  He,  therefore, 
Miked  the  GoremmeDt  whether  the  tiihe : 
had  not  come  when,  coiundering  the 
^rong  opinion  expresBAd  in  many 
quarters  out-of-doors,  they  might  form 
some  real  ud  tangible  scheme  which 
tiie  Coloniets  could  accept,  and  which 
M-ould  be  for  the  advantage  of  all?  The 
opinions  he  had  expressed  were  not  the 
vague  opinions  of  the  public  outside, 
but  such  men  aa  Mr.  Forster  and  l^e 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(the  Earl  of  Hosebery)  had  espressed 
views  to  a  similar  effect.  He  did 
not  think  a  more  patriotic  object  oould 
be  urged  on  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
try, or  that  there  was  one  more  de- 
■Wfing  the  attention  of  any  Qoremment 
whiekdid  not  seek  popularity,  but  whkh 
was  desirous  of  strengthening  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  defences  of  the  Empire. 
Address  for — 

"  Retorns  of  the  Qumbcr  of  naval  and  mili- 
tary office  re  now  employed  in  the  terrlca  of 
the  U^oniea  br  the  perminton  of  tiba  £oud  of 
A^ralty  and  of  the  War  Office ;  of  officers 
who  have,  is  addition  to  the  above,  applied  for 
permiaeion  bo  to  serve  ;  of  assistance  given  to 
the  Colonial  Governments  in  shipB,  guns,  or 
other  military  gtoreB."  — (TA*  Vuettmt  Bid- 
mouth.) 

.  Thb  SEOEETAEY  op  STATE  for 
THB  COLONIES  (Earl  GBAHviiiB) :  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  noble  Yiscount 
as  to  the  great  interest  of  the  subjeot  on 
which  he  has  put  Questions.  The  sub- 
ieot  is  one  which  applies  to  other 
Departments  besides  that  of  the  Colonial 
Department ;  but  I  can  give  an  answer 
to  the  Questions  lie  has  put.  The  Re- 
turn of  the  number  of  nanl  and  military 
officers  now  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
Oelonies  by  the  permisnon  of  the  Board 
oi  Admircdty  oan  be.  given.  The  num- 
bev  of  officer*  who  have,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  applied  for  permission  so  to 
serve  cannot  be  given.  No  record  is  kept 
of  the  nnsuoceBsful  applications  for  par- 
ticular vacancies.  With  regard  to  the 
assistance  given  to  the  Colonial  Qovem- 
ments  in  ships,  guns,  or  other  military 
stores,  the  noble  Ytseount  has  specified 
no  time.  It  wonld  be  useless  to  go  into 
ancient  history  on  this  subject— as  to 
what  was  left  in  New  Zealand  when  the 
Imperii  troops  were  finally  withdrawn 
many  years  ago.  The  Parliamentary 
Betum  issued  by  the  War  Office  last  year 
(Army,  Colonies,  No.  69  of  1986)  gives 

Viscount  Sidmouih 


a  general  statemenf  showing  the  Army 
Expauditnre  under  certain  heads  in  the 
Colonies.  With  some  limit  of  date  the 
Wav  Office  and  the  Admiralty  could 
supply  a  Betum  of  the  amonnt  of  ^ps, 
guns,  and  stores  supplied  to  the  lai^ 
responsiblo  Oolonies,  diatingutshiDg 
what  were  given  and  were  paid  for. 
They  are  acousfnmed  to  pay  for  what 
they  want,  and  the  large  Colonial  Go- 
Ternmenta  would  object  tO  applications 
t»  forma  pauperit.  The  Hi^  Commis- 
sioner for  Canada  and  the  Agent  G-eno- 
ral  for  Victoria  have  drawn  the  attention 
of  the  Secretary  <^  State  to  some  of  the 
arrangements  under  which  officers  of 
the  Army  and  N^avy  are  lent  to  Colonial 
Governments.  A  Committee  was  accord  - 
ingly  appointed  to  consider  the  subject, 
in  conference  with  the  Agents  General. 
The  Beport  of  the  Cammittee  has  been 
received,  and  Her  Itfaje^y's  Gov^nment 
hc^e  shortly  to  cconmunicate  thmx  view 
to  the  G^overaraenis  intezested  u  l^e 
qnestioii* 

The  Duke  of  CAMBRIDGE :  I  am 
glad  this  subjeot  has  been  brought  for- 
ward, and  I  am  pleased  to  hear  the 
answer  given  by  the  noble  Eaii  (Earl 
Granville),  for  there  is  no  sabjeot  of 
more  importance  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  Empire.  There  has  been  a  recent 
opportunity  of  seeing  what  the  Colonies 
could  do.  They  came  forward  in  a 
most  handsome  and  proper  manner,  and 
evinced  not  only  an  excellent  s|Hnt.  but 
also  produced  a  very  good  result  in 
placing  their  forces  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Crown.  I  cannot  help  thinking,  there- 
fore, thai  hi  the  opinion  of  your  Lerd- 
sitips  every  facility  should  be  given  fw 
improvement  in  that  direction ;  and  de- 
pend upon  it  this  is  not  only  a  voy 
valuable  object  in  sentiment,  but  it  wiU 
also  he  of  immense  importance  to  us  to 
know  that  the  distant  parts  of  our  great 
Eoapire  have  reliable  forces  to  enable 
them  to  take  care  of  themselves.  If  we 
have  large  Possessions  to  defend,  we 
must  have  large  forces  to  undertake 
that  defence,  and  the  possession  <rf  such 
a  Colonisl  Force  is,  besides,  of  great 
economical  value.  In  order  to  fadlitate 
that  state  of  matters  there  is  no  doubt 
of  the  importance  of  the  view  urged  by 
the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount  Sidmouth). 
It  so  liappens  that  there  is  considerable 
difficulty  in  finding  employment  for  com - 
pnlsorily  retired  officers.  What  the 
Golcmiee  want  is  (^oen,  The  Ool(mi«l 
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Forcw  provide  a  good  field  for  their 
employment.  The  CMonies  have  an 
abundanee  of  material  for  junior  offioers; 
bnt  they  want  tried  and  experienoed 
offloen.  We  have  a  consideraDle  nam- 
ber  of  retired  ofiBoera  here  who  are  very 
efficient,  but  who,  according  to  the  Rules 
of  the  Service,  have  been  obliged  to  re 
tire.  These  officers,  I  think,  should  be 
encouraged  to  serve  the  State  in  the 
Colonies.  It  is  said  that  officers  so  em- 
ployed ought  not  to  retain  their  retired 
pay.  This  is  a  mistake,  I  think,  because 
they  have  earned  it.  You  do  not  stop 
the  retired  pay  of  officers  who  go  into 
civil  occupations  or  professions,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  stop  it 
in  cases  where  the^  go  into  the  Colonial 
Service.  This  is  a  small  matter ,fbut  still 
it  is  an  important  one ;  and  I  am  sure 
the  Government  will  feel  the  foree  of 
the  observations  of  the  nobl&Visoonnt. 
I  think  the  more  intimaoy  there  is  be- 
tween all  our  Services,  and  the  more  the 
Colonies  are  supported  and  enoour^ed 
in  that  way,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
interests  of  the  Empire  at  large. 

Viscount  8IDM0UTH  said,  he  should 
be  quite  content  to  accept  the  Beturn  in 
its  amended  form. 

Return  amended,  and  agrtti  to. 

BALE  OF  FOISOKS— LEaiBLATION. 
QTrEsnoir.  observations. 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  asked 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  Whether, 
considering  that  a  Bill  upon  the  subject 
was  read  a  second  time  in  this  House  last 
Session  and  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, it  is  their  intention  to  introduce 
this  Session  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  sale 
of  poisons?  The  noble  Earl  said,  that 
a  A^ng  of  very  oonsiderable  uneasiness 
bad  existed  in  the  public  mind  for  some 
time  in  conae^uenee  of  the  great  laxity 
of  the  regulations  prevailing  with  regard 
to  the  sfue  of  poisons.  This  laxity  gave 
not  only  great  facilities  for  the  committal 
of  crime — murder  and  suicide — but  also, 
in  many  cases,  led  to  aocidental  death. 
His  feeling  in  the  matter  had  been 
considerably  intensified  of  late  by  a  case 
of  a  very  remarkable  nature  now  before 
the  public.  All  he  intended  to  say  about 
tiiat  case  was,  that  it  disclosed  the  extra- 
ordinary facility  which  persons,  who 
were  absolutely  unknown  to  the  ven- 
dors, had  for  obtaining  the  most  deadly 
poiMms.   Hi*  noble  Frieod  (Lord  Caiu 


lisgford)  intvodooed  a  Bill  «  this  snb- 
jeot  last  Session,  and  after  Petitieu  had 
been  r^eived  from  nearly  every  town  in 
England  praying  their  Lorddiips  either 
to  reject  tiie  measure  or  refer  it  to  a 
Select  Committee  he  agreed  to  adopt  the 
latter  course.  For  some  reason  or  other 
the  Committee  was  not  appointed,  and 
the  Bill  was  allowed  to  drop.  He  ven- 
tured to  hope  that  the  noble  Earl  ^e 
Lord  President  of  the  Council  (Earl 
Spencer)  would  re-introduoe  either  the 
Bill  of  lost  Session,  or  a  simi^r  Bill, 
which  would  contain  provisions  regulat- 
ing the  sale  of  poisons  by  apotheoaries, 
general  psuotitioners,  and  veterinary 
surgeons,  as  well  as  bv  ohemiats. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  or  thk 
COUNCIL  (Earl  Spencsr)  said,  he 
most  confess  that  he  was  relieved  by  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Earl  of  a  difficulty 
in  which  he  found  himself  placed  whrai 
he  took  up  the  newspapers  that 
morning  and  read  that  the  noble  Earl 
(the  Earl  of  Milltown)  had  last  night 
introduced  a  Bill  dealing  with  poisons, 
and  that  it  had  been  read  a  first  time. 
He  felt  as  if  he  were  to  blame  person- 
ally for  not  having,  while  sitting  on  the 
Front  Ministerial  Bench,  hoard  the  noble 
Earl's  speech,  nor  the  announcement 
that  he  introduced  such  a  Bill.  With 
regard  to  the  Question  of  the  noble  Earl, 
he  might  say  that  the  Government  were 
now  consideriDg  the  subject ;  and  in  a 
very  few  days  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  in- 
form him  whether  they  intended  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill.  He  would  undertake,  if 
they  did  introduce  the  KIl,  to  give  a 
convenient  time  for  Its  consideration. 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  that 
the  Bill  which  he  ventured  to  present 
to  their  Lordships  yeaterday  evening  and 
which  was  read  a  first  time  had  nwiing 
to  do  with  poisons.  Quite  the  reverse ; 
it  was  a  Bill  for  the  prevention  of  the 
sale  for  building  purposes  of  the  sites  of 
City  churches.  No  doubt  he  had  been 
indistinctly  hewi  in  the  Beportera* 
Gallery. 

OFPICE  OF  THE  CLEBtK  OF  THE  PAR- 
LIAMENTS AND  OFFICE  OF  THE 
OENTLEUAN  USHER  OF  THE  BIAOE 
BOD. 

AFPOINTUEHT  AND  NOUXNATIOIT  OF 
SELECT  OOUMITTEB. 

The  Earl  of  BEDESDALE  moved 
llie  44)(pointinent  of  the  Bel^et  Com- 
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mittM  on  tha  Office  of  tbe  Clerk  of  the 
Parliammtoand  Office  of  the  Qeutlemaa 
TTaher  of  the  Black  Bod ;  and  that  the 
Lordfl  folloTing  be  named  of  the  Oom- 
mittee : — 

Ld.  ChaneoUoi.  Campwdown., 

Ld.  PrMideiit.  £.  Ora&TiUe. 

D.  Ridimond,  £•  Kimberley. 

B.  Samt  Albans.  E.  ttedesdale. 

D.  Bedford.  E.  Lathom. 
M.  SaHsbttry.  V.  Hswarden. 
M.  Bath.  V.  Hardioge. 
lA.  Steward.  V.  Erersley. 

E.  Devon.  Ld.  Cbumberlam. 
E.  Tankerville.  L.  Jlonsou. 

E.  Carnarvon.  L.  Golchetter. 

E.  Bdmore.  U  K«r. 

S.  Bimwb^.  L.  Aveluid. 

£.  Bradford.  L.  ColviUe  of  CuIxom. 

The  Eabl  op  IJMEMOK  said,  he 
hoped  that  the  Committee  that  would 

"be  appointed  would  pay  some  attention 
to  the  ventilation  of  the  House.  Before 
their  Lordships  entered  the  House  this 
evening  not  only  was  the  atmosphere 
bad,  but  it  was  foul  and  fetid.  The 
system  by  which  the  House  was  ven- 
tilated was  BO  extremely  scientific  that 
no  one  could  understand  it.  The  mode 
of  ventilation  was  by  pumping  up  cold 
air  under  their  Lordships'  feet,  while 
their  heads  were  swimming  in  an  atmo- 
Bphere  of  a  very  disagreeable  character. 
That  was  a  state  of  things  which  he  did 
not  think  could  be  benolicial  to  anyone 
but  their  Lordships'  sons ;  but,  in  his 

'opinion,  changes  in  the  constitution  of 
the  House  ought  to  be  made  gradually. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  part 
of  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  take 
acme  steps  to  improve  the  ventilation. 
The  LOED  OHANCBLLOE  (Lord 

'BxHSOHEZx)  said,  he  observed  thai  he 
was  proposed  as  one  of  the  Members  of 
the  Committee.  If  he  found  that  the 
subject  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Committee,  nothing  would  give  him 
more  satisfaction  than  to  press  on  the 
attention  of  the  Committee,  or  of  any 
other  authority,  the  question  to  which 
the  noble  Earl  had  called  attention.  It 
would  be  his  lot  to  sit  in  that  House  for 
many  hours  of  the  day  besides  those 
during  which  their  Lordships  were 
present.    He  had  bad  some  experience 

'  of  that  atmosphere,  for  ho  had  spent 
many  hours  and  many  days,  year  after 
year,  at  one  end  of  the  Chamber,  and 
he  never  spent  a  day  there  without 
returning  home  with  a  headache  which 

'he  had  never  felt  when  he  had  been 

m  Earl  of  Rttlndah 
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before  an^  other  tribunal.  Therefore, 
the  question  of  the  ventilation  of  ths 
House  to  which  the  noble  Earl  had 
called  attention  was  deeply  impressed 
upon  his  mind.  So  far  as  he  had  any 
say  in  the  matter,  attention  would  be 
paid  to  it. 
Motion  ^ffrasd  to. 


HouH  adjourned  at  Tiv^  o*cloel,  to 
Monday  nazt,  a  quarter  befon 
ElevBB  o'etoek. 


HOUSE   OP  COMMONS, 
IHda]/,  26M  February t  1886. 


SetoUttiota  [Vehcumy  2fi]  nporttd. 

Fkitati  Bill  (*r  Order)-~Seeoml  Xtadtng— 
Glasgow  Bridges,  &c. 

PtiBLic  Bills  —  Orierid  —  Firtt  Re»din$  — 
.Drainage  and  ImproT«Bieat  of  Laads  (Ire- 
land) Provisional  Ordffl  •  [119];  Compenia- 
tioD  for  Damages*  [120J;  Matiia^  (At- 
tendance of  Kegistrars)  *  [121]. 

Second  ^Attfiny— ISportiiig  Lands  Rating  (Soot- 
land)  [86]. 


OLASGOW  BRIDGES,  kit.  BILL. 
(6y  Order.) 

sEOOHD  BEAnma. 

Order  for  Second  Eeading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  OBAIG-SELLAR:  This  BiU 
proposes  to  transfer  the  management  of 
lite  Glasgow  bridges  from  we  bridge 
Trustees  to  the  Local  AnUiority, 
is  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow.  It  far- 
ther proposes  to  widen  Glasgow  Bridge, 
and  to  expend  certain  sums  of  money, 
for  the  purpose.  These  provisions  do 
not  prejudicially  affect  my  constituents, 
and  with  them  I  shall  not  trouble  the 
House.  But  there  are  other  pro^sion^ 
which,  in  my  opinion,  not  only  prejudice 
the  interests  of  my  constituents,  but 
interfere  with  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment. My  constituents  are  g^nped  in 
certain  burghs  in  the  county  of  Lanark- 
shire, oo^Se  the  musidpal  boondaries 
of  Glasgow ;  and  the  nMreat  point  in 
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these  burghs  to  the  Glasgow  Bridge, 
which  it  la  proposed  to  widen  uiider  this 
Bill,  is  some  two  miles  distant.  All 
these  burghs  oppose  this  Bill  through 
their  Local  Authorities ;  and  the  chief 
ground  of  their  opposition  is  that  this 
Private  Bill  will  vitally  interfere  with 
the  provisions  of  a  Public  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment still  in  full  force.  In  1878  an 
important  Act  was  passed  by  Parlia- 
m«at,  colled  the  Beads  and  Bridges 
(8ootland)  Act.  That  Act  was  the  result 
of  protracted  and  important  negotia- 
tions between  the  public  Boards  and 
others  interested  in  the  maintenance 
and  repair  0f  the  loads  and  bridg;ea 
in  Scotland,  and  a  special  inquiry  was 
directed  to  he  made  into  the  relations 
which  existed  between  the  town  of  Glas- 
gow and  the  adjacent  counties  of  Ren- 
frew and  Lanark,  together  with  the 
police  burghs  which  are  eittiated  in 
those  counties.  As  the  case  was  a  pe- 
culiar one  a  Special  Commission  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  it,  and  the  result 
of  the  protracted  negotiations  which 
followed  the  inquiry  was  that  the  Act 
to  whieh  I  refer  was  passed,  and  a 
special  provision  was  inserted  in  that 
Act  applicable  to  the  relations  of  the 
Oi^  of  Glas^w  with  the  counties  of 
Lanark  and  fienfrew  and  the  police 
burghs.  There  are  some  general  pro- 
visions in  the  Aet ;  but  the  special  pro- 
vision I  wish  to  call  attention  to  is  to 
this  eflFect.  It  is  provided  that  if  there 
be  any  contention  as  to  whether  the 
bridges  across  the  Clyde  afford  ac- 
oomniodation  for  the  traffic  of  the  coun- 
ties and  bnrghs  outside  Glaegow,  in  such 
a  case  it  would  be  necessary  to  settle  the 
portion  of  the  burden  to  be  borne  bythe 
City  of  Glasgow,  by  the  counties,  and  by 
the  police  burghs  outside.  For  that  pur- 
pose elaborate  machinery  is  provided  by 
the  Act.  The  case  has  to  he  investi- 
gated by  two  Special  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
was  formerly  the  Home  Setovtary.  but  is 
now  the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  The  two 
Speoiol  Commissioner*  so  appointed  are 
to  conduct  an  inquiry  in  the  locality ; 
they  are  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of 
State;  the  Secretary  of  State  is  then  to 
determine  as  to  whether  the  burden  shall 
be  laid  upon  the  adjacent  burghs  and 
counties  for  the  support,  management, 
maintenance,  and  repair  of  these  bridges ; 
and,  if  so,  ho  w  tb  e  burden  is  to  b  e  aUooated 


among  the  burffhi",  counties,  and  Glasgow 
respectively.  It  ih  flsTther  provided  thftt 
the  determination  6f  the  Secretary  of 
State  ehaH  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  for  40  days,  and 
that  it  shall  not  be  effective  until  it  has 
so  been  laid  upon  the  Table.  All  the 
machinery  for  decidingquestions  in  refer- 
ence to  the  accommodation  of  the  traffic 
and  the  allooation  of  the  burden  is  ela- 
borately provided  in  this  Act;  and,  as  I 
have  explained  to  the  House,  any  con- 
tentious question  is  to  be  determined 
under  this  Act  by  a  series  of  public 
transactiotts.  And  now,  Sir,  what  does 
the  present  BiU— the  Glaegow  Scridges 
Bill — propose  to  do  ?  It  {woposea,  by  a 
stroke  of  the  pen,  to  sweep  away  all  the 
elaborate  xaaohinery  which  is  provided 
in  this  important  Act  of  Parliament ;  it 
authorizes  the  Local  Authorities  to  fix  a 
sum  for  widening  the  Glasgow  bridges, 
and  to  apportion  the  burden  not  only 
for  managing,  maintaining,  and  repair- 
ing the  bridges,  but  for  watching, 
lighting,  and  claansing  them;  and  having 
fixed  the  sum  to  be  charged  upon  the 
counties  or  the  police  burghs,  as  the  case 
may  be,  the  portion  of  the  hurdea  to  be 
borne  by  each  is  to  be  determined  by  a 
single  Commissioner  without  any  review 
by  Parliament  or  by  any  other  authority 
at  all,  and  the  police  burghs  fire  to  be 
bound  to  pay  what  this  single  Com- 
missioner chooses  to  say  they  are  to 
pay.  I  think  the  House  will  agree 
with  me  that  this  Private  BiU  proposes, 
in  an  irregular  way,  to  override  an 
Act  of  Parliament  only  recently  passed, 
and  still  in  full  operation.  It  overrides 
it  in  the  following  particulars  : — The 
Act  of  1878  vests  the  determination  as 
to  the  liability  for  these  burdens  with 
thfi  Secretary  of  State.  Thiff  Private 
Bill  takes  the  determination  away  from 
the  Secretary  oi  State  and  vesta  it  in  a 
single  Commissioner.  In  the  second 
place  the  Act  of  Parliament  provides  for 
a  local  inquiry  on  tha  spot.  The  Private 
Bill  dispenses  with  the  local  inquiry  on 
the  spot.  In  the  third  place  the  Act 
provides  that  the  determination  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  be  subject  to  the 
review  of  Parliament,  but  the  Private. 
Bill  dispenses  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  his  determination,  and  does  not 
allow  Parliament  to  have  any  voice  in 
the  matter  whatever.  Fourthly,  the  Act 
limits  the  purposes  for  which  the  expen- 
diture is  to  be  allocated  to  the  counties 
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and  police  burghs  to  three — ^namely,  the 
managemmt,  maintenance,  and  repair 
of  the  bridges,  wheroae  the  Prirate  Bill, 
while  preserringf  those  three  parpoeea, 
extends  the  liability  still  farther  to  the 
watching,  lighting,  and  oleansing  of  the 
bridges.  We  maintain  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary, inexpedient,  and  unjust,  to  in- 
terfere in  this  way,  by  private  legisla- 
tion, with  a  Public  Act  of  Parliament. 
We  say  that  it  is  an  evil  precedent 
for  Parliament  to  establish,  that  those 
who  are  interested  in  Private  Bills  are  to 
override  Public  Acts  by  PriTste  Bills. 
The  result  will  inevitably  be  that  Pri- 
vate Bins  will  be  constantly  coming 
into  collision  with  Public  Acts,  and 
we  shall  be  liable  to  all  sorts  of 
mischief  which  must  arise  therefrom. 
These  being  the  facts  of  the  case,  we 
have  had  to  consider  what  course  we 
ought  to  take  under  the  circumstances. 
We  are  convinced  that  this  House  by  a 
very  large  majority  would  refuse  to 
sanction  the  overriding  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  in  the  way  I  have  pointed 
out,  if  I  were  to  ask  hon.  Members  to 
do  so,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  they 
would  not  submit  to  have  tbe  authority 
of  Parliament  interfered  with  in  this 
manner.  But  I  must  say  that  there  are 
some  valuable  provisions  contained  in 
the  Bill — not  valuable  to  my  constituents 
or  to  the  counties  generally,  or  to  the 
police  burghs  outside  Glasgow,  but  valu- 
able to  the  City  of  Glasgow ;  and  we,  there- 
fore, do  not  wish  to  ask  the  House  to  re- 
ject the  Bill  summarily.  When  the  Bill 
nas  been  read  a  second  time  it  will  be 
neoeesary  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  up* 
stairs,  and  the  Committee  to  whom  it  is 
r^erred  will  know  how  to  deal  with 
these  objectionable  clauses,  if  the  mea- 
sure gets  so  far  as  the  consideration  of 
clauses.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
shall  not  object  to  the  second  reading; 
hut  I  wish  to  enter  a  very  serious  pro- 
test against  this  dangerous  tUDOvation 
of  allowing  a  Private  Bill  to  interfere 
with  public  legislation.  I  shall  reserve 
to  myself  the  right  when  the  Bill  comes 
hack  again  from  Committee,  if  it  ever 
should  come  back,  with  these  objec- 
tionable clauses  in  it,  to  ask  the  House 
to  take  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  into 
consideration  at  a  future  stage ;  and  I 
have  Terr  little  doubt  that  if  these  ob- 
jecttonable  clauses  re-appear  the  Housd 
will  bore  no  hesitation  in  r^ecting. 
them. 

Jfr.  Craig- StUar 


SiE  ASOHIBALD  CAMPBELL :  I 
happen  to  represent  one  of  the  counties 
interested  in  this  Bill;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  detain  the 
House  at  any  length  after  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  my  hnn.  Friend  tiie 
Member  for  the  Partick  Division  <d 
Lanarkshire  (Mr.  Craig- Sellar),  has  de- 
scribed the  provisions  of  the  measure. 
But  there  is  one  point  which  I  should 
like  to  lay  before  the  House,  and  it  is 
this—that  if  the  Bill  is  to  pass  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  is  presented  to  the 
House  it  will  give  exceptional  powers  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Supply  of  tbe 
Counties  of  Lanark  and  Benfrew — 
powers  which  are  not  at  present  en- 
joyed by  any  of  tbe  Coramissioners 
throughout  the  rest  of  Scotland.  The 
Commissioners  of  Supply  can  assess  the 
owners  of  property  in  me  county,  but 
they  cannot  asessa  the  oecupiers.  By 
the  Beads  and  Bridges  Bill  all  roa^ 
and  bridges  are  kept  up  epecially  and 
provided  for  by  aBoad  Board,  composed 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  and  the 
representatives  of  the  ratepayers.  In 
that  way  it  is  provided  that  taxation  and 
representation  should  go  together,  and 
in  all  cases  in  which  taxation  is  imposed 
it  falls  both  upon  the  owner  and  the 
occupier.  But  if  this  Bill  is  to  pass  in  its 
present  shape  the  Commissioners  of  Sup- 
ply for  the  counties  of  Benhew  and  La- 
nark will  be  called  upon  to  provide  funds 
from  the  owners  for  purposes  which  both 
owners  and  occupiers  hitherto  have  been 
called  on  to  pay.  I  certainly  think  that 
that  is  a  yetj  strong  point  against  l^e 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  seeing  that  it 
places  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  for 
these  two  counties  in  a  totally  diffuent 
position  from  the  Commissioners  of  the 
rest  of  Scotland,  and  confers  upon  them 
most  exceptional  powers.  With  regard 
to  the  other  provision  of  the  Bill,  as  my 
hon.  Friend  has  said,  some  of  them 
are  valuable,  no  doubt,  to  the  City  of 
Glasgow,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  them  as  far  as  Glasgow 
is  concerned ;  but  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  allow  the  objectionable  provi- 
sions to  which  its  attention  has  been 
called  to  pass,  if  for  no  other  r^son 
than  that  they  involve  the  upsetting  of 
a  Fnblio  Act  of  Parliament  which  is 
working  veil.  I  trust  that  the  House 
will  oar^lly  consider  the  matter,  and* 
pers<maUy,  I  propose  to  take  ifae  eame 
oonrse'  as  my  hoA.  Friend  (Ifn  Oraig- 
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S>llar) — naoiely,  aottoohallen^  a  diri- 
eion  at  the  {nvseat  stage  of  the  Bill,  but 
to  allow  it  to  go  up  to  a  Committee  with 
th«  underatatwing  that  if  it  is  aent  back 
to  tho  House  with,  these  objectionable 
clauses  still  in  it,  it  will  be  strenaously 
oj^sed. 

Ma.  BELTH  :  Tha  object  of  tiiis  Bill 
is,  in  the  6r8t  place,  to  transfer  the  coo- 
trol  of  the  Qlasgow  bridges  from  the 
Trustees  Boting  under  the  Glasgow 
Bridges  CoBsolidation  Act  of  1886  to 
the  Glasgow  Ijocal  Authority.  The  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  have  been  advised 
thai  very  serious  qaestions  may  be  raised 
as  to  whether,  under  the  IU>ads  and 
Bridges  (Scotland)  Act  of  1878,  the 
bridges  and  undertaking  of  the  Trustees 
wero  transferred  to  the  Local  Authority 
of  Q-laagow.  as  defined  by  that  Aot,  and 
tho  adminietration  of  the  bridges  has 
consequently  been  continued  by  the 
Trustees.  It  is  deemed  essential  that  all 
unoertaioty  upon  this  point  should  be 
removed.  When  the  Boads  and  Bridges 
Act  was  passed  the  promotersof  the  pre- 
sent Bill  were  advised  that  by  that  Act 
the  bridges  of  Glfisgow  were  not  trans- 
ferred from  the  Trustees,  who  ^eu  acted 
aa  they  are  now  acting,  so  far  as  the 
bridges  are  concerned,  for  the  Glasgow 
Local  Authority.  This  Bill  provides 
that  the  transfer  shall  now  take  place 
from  the  Trustees  to  the  I^al  Autluirity 
—who  are  the  Magistrates  and  Town 
Council  of  Glasgow.  The  next  object 
ooutemplated  by  the  Bill  is  the  widen- 
ing  of  Glasgow  Bridge.  This  Jhas  been 
found  to  be  absolutely  necessary.  Not 
otdy  have  the  foundations  of  the  bridge 
given  way,  from  various  causes,  but  the 
bridge  itself  is  wearing  down,  and  is  be- 
coming altogether  unequal  to  the  vaat 
amount  of  traffic  which  passes  over  it. 
It  has,  therefore,  become  essential  that 
the  bridge  should  be  enlarged  and 
strengthened .  There  are  other  con- 
sidertitious  of  a  subsidiary  oharauiter  in 
connection  with  the  Bill.  One  is  that 
the  sum  of  £31,639,  paid  to  the  Trus- 
tees by  the  Caledonian  Eailway  Com- 
pany, under  an  Act  passed  in  1875,  and 
directed  to  he  applied  to  the  widening 
and  strengthening  of  Glasgow  Bridge, 
should  bo  handed  over  to  the  Glasgow 
XiOcal  Authority ;  but  the  money  nannot 
be  applied  and  the  work  set  About  with- 
out »D  Aot  of  Parliament.  The  pro- 
motera  of  th»  Bill  do  not  say  tfa^  the 
Buigh  of  f  atnek  and  other  burghs  re- 


ferred to  by  my  hon.  I'riwd  (Mr.  Oraig* 
Sellar)  are  to  contribute  towards  the 
widening  and  strengthening  of  Glasgow 
Bridge;  they  simply  ask  that  the  Socro- 
tary  for  Seotland  should  nominate  a 
Commissioner  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  cose,  to  determine 
whether  or  not  money  should  be  contri- 
buted by  these  burghs,  having  regard  to 
the  extent  to  whioh  the  bridges  aoeom- 
modate  the  traffic  of  the  burghs  and  of 
the  counties  of  Lanark  andBenfrew.  The 
object  of  this  mode  of  procedure  proposed 
by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  is  to  save 
expense  and  time,  and  in  the  simplest 
manner  possible  to  enable  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Glasgow  to  tf^e  possession  of 
these  bridges.  Tbey  are  now  adminis- 
tered by  a  Trust  which  is  a  Mixed  Com- 
mission consisting  of  Commissionens  of 
Supply  and  Commissioners  appcunted 
by  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow.  That 
Mixed  Commission  was  appointed  many 
years  ago  when  the  bridges  were  main- 
tained by  tolls.  They  are  now  main- 
tained by  the  city  rates,  and  it  is  most 
desirable  to  ascertain  clearly  and  put 
beyond  all  question  that  they  are  placed 
under  the  controlof  the  Local  Authority 
of  Glasgow.  It  is  also  essential  to  ascer- 
tain in  the  shortest  bnd  cheapest  way 
possible  what  portion  of  the  burden 
should  be  borne,  if  any,  by  the  counties 
and  police  biirghsr  what  portion  by 
the  City  of  Glasgow. 

Me.  PEAECK  :  One  of  the  objects  o£ 
this  Bill  is  to  obtain  the  appouitmeat 
by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  of  a  Com- 
missioner to  ascertain  whether  the  coun- 
ties of  Lanark  and  iRenfrew  and  the 
police  burgbs  outside  the  City  of  Glas-' 
gow  shall  contribute  towards  ue  widen- 
ing and  strengthening  of  Glasgow 
Bridge.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  districts  and  burghs  round  aboiit 
Glasgow  ought  not  to  be  liable  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
whole  of  the  bridges  in  Glasgow,  seeing 
that,  by  the  passing  of  the  Beads  and 
Bridges  Act  in  1878,  the  ratepayers  of 
Glasgow  have  to  maintain  them.  The 
same  Act  also  provides  that  the  rate- 
payers of  Govan  and  other  suburban 
burgbs  should  maintain  the  bridges  and 
roads  in  tiieir  own  districts.  We  think 
that  as  a  matter  of  simple  justice,  if  the 
inhabitants  of  the  outlying  districts  are 
to  contribute  towards  the  miuntenance 
of  the  QljOUTDw  l^riclgetVf  that  the  in-, 
habitants  ox  Glasgow  should,  on  their 
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part,  oontribntB  t<nrud»ihe  maintea- 
aocfl  of  the  bridges  in  the  Bnburbftn  dis- 
triota. 

Bfft.  FINLAYSON :  Allow  me  to  eaj 
a  word  on  behalf  of  the  DivisioD  irhit^ 
I  reproeent— -East  Renfrew.  I  think 
that  the  Town  Oouncil  of  Qtasgow  are 
preasing  forward  a  measnre  which  cer- 
tainly afibrda  an  inetanee  of  how  the 
public  monej  may  be  spent,  and  ab- 
solutely thrown  away.  They  have,  I  am 
afraid,  acted  throughout  this  matter  in 
a  very  high-handed  manner ;  and  I  am 
oonvlnced  that  if  they  had  consented  to 
onbend  themeelres  to  a  small  extent, 
and  had  seen  the  different  partiee  in- 
tereated,  many  of  the  obieationa  which 
have  been  urged  by  the  last  three 
speakers  would  ban  been  unneeeuary. 
What  is  the  effeot  of  the  aelion  of  the 
Gorpontion  of  Glasgow  in  the  matter  ? 
Tbey  hara  introduced  a  Bill  in  which 
they  are  attempting  to  impoBe  rates  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Qlasgov  bridges 
upon  the  suburban  burghs,  and  upon 
the  coQBtituenoy  which  1  hare  the 
honour  to  repreaent.  Their  intention  is 
to  lery  the  rates  upon  the  burghs  and 
oouiity  of  Benfrew ;  and  they  propose 
that  my  oonetituents  shall  keep  up, 
maintain,  light,  watch,  and  cleanse  the 
bridges  in  the  centre  of  the  Oity  of  Qlas- 
gow.  Now,  Sir,  the  Beads  and  Brides 
Bill  of  1878  underwent  full  discussion 
in  this  House ;  and  this  question  was 
settled  at  that  time,  both  in  regard  to 
the  polios  burghs  and  the  counties  of 
Benfrew  and  Lanark,  as  well  as  the  City 
of  Glasgow.  So  far  as  the  roads  and 
bridges  of  the  county  of  Benfrew  are 
concerned,  the  existing  arrangement 
was  not  arrived  at  until  after  a  very 
searching  iuTeatigation,  which  extended 
over  many  years.  It  was  begun  in  the 
time  of  Mr.  Bruce,  now  Lord  AbSrdare, 
who  was  then  Home  Secretary,  and  it 
was  continued  during  the  time  that  Sir 
B.  Assbeton  Cross  held  the  same  Office. 
It  was  ultimately  settled  that  in  order 
to  place  the  counties  of  Benfrew  and 
Lanark  tn  a  fair  and  just  position  the 
City  of  Glasgow  should  contribute 
£12,500  a-year  as  some  sort  of  com- 
psnsataon  for  the  heavy  traffic,  ohtefy 
in  building  material,  which  went  from 
those  oountiMinto  the  Cit^  <rf  Glasgow. 
But  what  does  this  Prirate  BUI  pro- 
posed It  piorideB  that  tha  comities  w&idi 
tiw  Boadsand  Bridgeb  Act  enaetod  should 
bepeid  to  nadh  a  yslav^jB  12,«e<Iilzink 

iff,  PMf « 


— 'shidl  be  taxed  for  the  mdntenamce  of 
bridges  which,  by  the  Bonds  and  Bridges 
Act,  were  made  over  to  the  City  of  Glas- 
gow. If  the  only  widi  of  tiia  Oityof 
Glasgow  was  that  the  Trustees  should 
transfer  their  rights  to  them  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty ;  but  such  rights 
would  have  been  freely  accorded  to  them. 
My  oonatitusnts  object,  and  very  pro- 
perly object,  to  be  taxed  in  order  to  keep 
up  the  bridges  within  the  City  of  Glas- 
gow; and  you  might,  inmy  opinion,  jast 
as  well  tax  a  man  in  Edinburgh,  «r 
Lirerpool,  or  Newcastle  who  may  send 
goods  to  Glasgow  for  the  cost  of  maia- 
tnining  these  bridges,  as  tax  tfae  county 
of  Benfrew.  I  may  also  inform  the 
House  that,  so  far  as  the  traffic  from  the 
eonnty  of  Benfrew  to  Glan;ow  is  een- 
oettied,  the  road  traffic  is  diminirtiing 
rather  than  increasing.  A  large  and 
fine  sl«tioB--fhe  Great  Bttoch'a  Itaitton 
—has  been  opened  In  Glasgow,  aad 
another  extensive  range  of  tmildings 
has  been  constructed  at  the  College 
Street  Station,  so  that  the  traffic  of  the 
eonnty  of  Benfrew  doM  not  now  pass  in 
anything  like  the  same  amount  over  thA 
bridges  of  Glasgow  that  it  did  before 
the  passng  of  the  Beads  and  Bridges 
Act.  Taking  all  theee  matters  into  con- 
sideration, I  think  that  this  Bill  is  most 
unjust,  and  I  am  qiiite  sure  that  when 
it  reaches  a  Committee  upstairs  it  wiH 
be  thrown  out,  or,  at  all  events,  divested 
of  the  objectionable  provisions  which  it 
at  present  contains.  To-day  we  simply 
enter  a  protest  against  iti  in  a  dsnre  to 
prove  to  the  Home  of  Oommoas  that 
even  on  general  princnplee  the  practice 
of  bringiog  in  a  Private  Bill  which 
would,  if  passed,  impose  a  heavy  ex- 
penditure upon  small  suburban  burghs 
and  oounty  commnoities  is  most  objeo* 
tionable.  And  I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  this  course  has  been  taken  by 
the  Town  Council  of  Glasgow  eren 
before  on  attempt  was  made  to  make  an 
arrangemwt  with  those  who  are  vitally 
affected  by  the  provisions  ttt  the  Bill.  I 
therefore  second  the  proposal  which  has 
been  made  by  my  boa.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Fartick'  Division  of  Laaaik- 
shlre  (Mr.  Graig-Sellar).  [An  hon. 
Mm  BBR :  No  proposal  has  beenjnede.') 
Then  I  join  my  boa.  FriffiiH  te  tiie 
potest  be  has  mwe  agasmt  the  BHI,  add 
I  hope  that  the  HonsOi  when  it  eoiMe 
back  from  Committee,  wIU'  sigsify  'itt 
die^pproval  of '£ts  prbvieioMrand-'vlH 
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do  jaitiea-fo  thd  pattiM  vho  sow  oom- 
plmn  of  them. 

^  Mb.  E.  B.  KUS8BLL:  The  hon. 
Member  for  KenfrevBhire  (Mr.  Finlay- 
son)  has  raised  a  much  larger  question 
than  that  whioh  properiy  belongs  to  the 
Bill ;  end  jet,  if  that  question  were  di«- 
oussed,  I  believe  it  would  be  found  that 
the  case  of  Glasgow  againat  the  oountiea 
is  a  very  strong  one.  The  ohief  ellega- 
titm  of  the  boa.  Membeiv— in  fact,  it  was 
the  onlj  remark  be  made  whioh  was 
pertinent  to  the  present  queslion — was 
that  Uie  county  authorities  had  not  been 
approached  properly  in  the  matter  be- 
fore the  Bill  wea  oateredupon.  Now,  I 
am  able  to  say  that  that  is  altogether  an 
ineoxreot  statement.  jQvery  effc»rt  was 
made  on  the  TOrt  of  the  Oorporation  of 
Ola^^w  to  obtain  proper  co-operation 
from  the  county  authorities ;  atid  it  was 
rery  largely  because  they  have  not  been 
met  by  the  county  authtwities  that  this 
Bill  has  been  introduoed. 

Motion  i^rm^  io. 

Bill  xead  a  second  timei  *md  c«a»> 

POLIOS  AMD  SANITARY  B£aULA. 
TION8,-HE80LTJmOW. 

The  tTNDER  8E0RETART  of 
STATE  FOK  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Bhoadhubst)  :  I  beg  to 
move — 

"That  the  Committee  of  Selectioq do  appoint 
4  Committee  not  exceeding  Klne  Members,  to 
whom  Bhalt  be  referred  all  FrivatA  Bills  pro- 
moted by  Mnnicipal  and  other  Local  Aotbori- 
tMfr,  by  wbiodi  it  U  imt^oied  to  onata  pawwt 
xelating  to  Police  or  Samtary  Bc^;ulationa 
which  deviate  from,  or  are  in  extesBioD  of,  or 
repugnant  to,  the  G^enoral  Law  : 

"Tbat  Standing  Order  173a  ihall  be  Appli* 
cable  to  all  fiilla  referred  to  tbe  aaidOinmiUee : 

"That  Uie  CommiUea  bajre  power  to  wad  for 
persona,  papen,  and,  records: — That  Fire  be 
Uie  quoram. ' 

SEXXON :  I  think  the  House  is 
entitled  to  some  esplanattoa  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  made  this  im- 
portant Motion.  I  am  airaid  that  it  is 
simply  feUowing  in  a  direction  'Vhioh 
be^n-  taken  b^  the  House  -on  pre* 
Viioas  ooeasions— namely*  that  of  with- 
dvawii^-more  and  meare  fnuh  the  jnmfr* 
diotion  of  the  House  an  important  ^ass 
ef  PriTBte  Bunnees.  Before  the  Motion 
is  assented  to,  I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  hoitt.  Gentleman  the  Under  Beoretasji 
Vbatinumhec  of  IriehMAmtiaES  he  pro- 


poses to  place  upon  this  Oommittee ;  or 
whether,  as  has  usually  b«en  the  case, 
it  is  intended  that  there  shall  only  be 
one?  Then,  again,  in  regard  to  tfae  ap- 
plication of  Standing  Order  173a  to  all 
Bills  referred  to  this  Gommittsei-  on 
looking  at  that  Standing  Order  I  find 
that  its  powers  are  most  important ;  and 
I  think  the  House  should  not  oonsent 
hastily  to  the  appointment  of  a  Oommit- 
tee whioh  is  to  exercise  suoh  large  and 
impctitant  powers  without  a  distinct 
statement  of  the  object  with  which  the 
Oommittee  is  to  be  appointed.  I  take 
it  that  a  large  number  of  Private  BiUe 
which  hare  not  yet  paased  a  second 
reading  will,  if  the  Besolotion  is  passed, 
be  referred  to  this  Committee.  Among 
them  maybe  theB^att  Main  Drainage 
Bill,  in  whioh  the  Irish  Uembeft'  a^e 
much  interested,  and  in  r^ord  to  which 
I  propose  to  move  an  Instruction  to  tibe 
Oommittee  on  Tuesday,  so  that  it  may 
not  go  to  the  Oommittee  in  the  ordinafy 
way.  I  entirelyobject,  therefore,  topass 
this  Kesolution  until  we  have  had  afutl 
explanation  with  regard  to  it,  'wbich  we 
are  entHled  to  have ;  and  I  think  we 
have  a  right'  to  hear  whether'  this  par>- 
ticular  class  of  Bills  has  increased  in 
number,  or  whether  the  ordinary  Com- 
mtttees'Of  the  Hdnse  have  failed  to  deal 
with  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I 
think  the  most  oonrenient  coarse  would 
be  to  giro  the  hon.  Gentleman  tfane  for 
a  filler  explanation ;  and  X  beg,  there* 
fore,  to  moTO  that  the  debate  Iw  ad- 
journed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  jproposedi 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  a<^|Ourned." 

—{Mr.  Sexton.)  , 

The  tinder  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  F0>  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Beoadhfbst)!  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  onght  to  remember  that 
this  is  merely  following  the  oourso 
which  baa  been  adopted  in  otlmr  Ses- 
sions*  This- Oommittee  was  originally 
appointed  in  the  last  ParUamlent  after  a 
discussion,  and  by  a  Resolution  in  thit 
House ;  and  I  oan  assure  the  hon.  M«m-< 
bet  that  intheeonstitatioaofthe  Coniv 
nrittee  a  ptoper  and  fair  representatioiv 
will  be  gtven  to  Irelsnd.  I  feel  that  I 
am  jaatlfied  in  si^ng'that  if  any  Bill 
affecting  the  Irish  people  is  submitted 
to  the  Committee;  it  mU  eeitaiAly  nok 
beoeoeBsaffy,  in  ordsT'to  seooreoita  dua 
oonsidiMtiibA,  to  add  an  .(Irish  ilenhed 
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to  the  Cbmmittee.  With  regard  to  tbe 
objaot  of  appointing  tha  Committee,  I 
may  inform  the  hon.  Member  that  it 
is  rather  to  secure  the  protection  of 
tho  public  intereats  than  any  delega- 
tion of  the  power  of  the  Hoaee.  The 
Oommittee  ia  appointed  to  see  %\\aX  the 
powera  aoDght  for  by  Corporationa  nnd 
Looal  Bodies  are  not  in  excess  of  the 
general  law  of  the  land.  I  think  tbe 
House  will  agree  with  me  that  that  is  a 
very  desirable  object  j  and  I  trust  that 
the  House  will,  therefore,  assent  to  the 
Besolution.  The  one  function  of  this 
Oommittee  is  to  see  that  the  usual  regu* 
latioDs  are  adopted.  With  regard  to 
the  loans,  that  is  a  very  important 
matter;  and  I  am  given  to  understand 
that  it  is  one  which  makes  a  frequent 
appearance  in  the  Private  Bills  sub- 
mitted to  this  Honae.  An  important 
fonctton  of  this  Oommittee  will  be  to 
see  that  the  usual  regulations  in  regard 
to  loans  are  not  exceeded  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  loan.  If  I  remember  aright, 
in  some  of  the  Bills  which  have  been 
introduced  into  this  House  that  period 
has  been  very  considerably  exceeded. 
Further  than  that,  the  Committee  will  be 
empowered  to  see  whether  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  works  contemplated  justify 
60  years'  grace  for  repayment,  or  whe- 
ther e?oa  a  shorter  time  should  not  be 
msisted  upon.  I  hope,  after  this  ex- 
planation, that  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  piress  the  Motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  Tbe  case  was  fully 
stated  to  the  House  last  year;  and  the 
hon.  Member  will  aee  that  if  the  Bero* 
lution  ia  now  affirmed  the  number  of 
Members  of  the  Oommittee,  instead  of 
beiag  aevan,  as  in  last  year,  will  be 
raised  to  nine,  in  order  that  all  sections 
of  the  House  may  be  properly  repre- 
sented upon  it. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Tbe  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  has  not  re- 
plied to  my  hon.  Friend's  chief  point, 
which  is  tbis~i8  it  proposed  that  tbe 
Belfast  Bill  shall  be  referred  to  this 
Oommittee?  That  qaestion  has  never 
been  answered  at  all.  If  the-  Belfast 
Bill  is  to  be  referred  the  Irish  Members 
will  feel  very  much  dissatisfied,  because 
there  aro  a  number  of  very  important 
questioBs  which  arise  in  eonneotion  with 
tluit  Bill,  and  we  -are  afraid  that  this 
OomlDDitteB  faw  been  hutriedly  set  up 
for  tfao  parpofle  of  afanuting  ufNin  it  the 
ooBiSdeEatiaB  «l.the  iBoUaatBiU.  ThB 

Mr.  Sroa^urU 


hon.  Gentleman  says  that  theOommitiae 
is  proposed  to  be  raised  in  number 
from  seven  to  nine.  If  be  bO|  I 
think  the- Irish  BeprcsentatiTes  are  en- 
titled to  have  two  Ifembera  on.  theOom- 
mittae.  What  we  should  like  to  know, 
therefore,  ia  whether  it  is  intended  that 
we  should  have  two  Members  upon  the 
Committee?  I  think  that  would  be  a 
reasonable  way  of  settling  the  question ; 
and  therefore  I  will  ask  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman these  two  questaoDO— Is  the  Bel- 
fast Bill  to  be  referred  to  this  Com- 
mittee ;  and  shall  we  have  two  Meoabeia 
upon  it? 

Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT:  Having  had 
the  honour  of  acting  as  Chairman  of  a 
similar  Oommittee  for  the  two  last  8es- 
•ions,  I  may  inform  hon.  Ganti«men 
bek)w  the  Gangway  that,  in  case  of  aU 
Bills  referred  to  that  Committee,  the 
purpose  lor  which  thay  were  so  i»< 
ferred  waa  simply  to  aaoertais  tiutt  bo 
powen  wore  proposed  which  wonld 
override  the  provisions  of  the  general 
law.  The  object  of  the  Committee  was 
to  prevent  any  euoh  powers  being  al- 
lowed to  slip  throngh  without  being 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Honse 
and  receiving  its  direct  sanction.  1 
know  nothing  about  the  Bedfast  Bill; 
but  I  presume  that  it  will  take  the  same 
position  as  any  other  Private  Bill.  If  it 
contains  any  such  provision  it  certainly 
will  have  to  go  before  this  Oommittee. 
May  I  say  a  word  as  to  the  question  of 
Irish  representation  which  has  been 
raised.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  South  Londonderry  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  aaya  that  he  is  very  anxious  thi^ 
Ireland  shonld  be  fully  represented  upon 
the  Committee.  Now,  I  remember  that 
the  same  question  was  raised  last  year ; 
and,  OQ  the  Motion  of  some  Gentleman- 
below  the  Gangway,  an  hon.  Member 
from  Ireland  was  placed  on  the  Com- 
mittee. I  am  sorry  to  say,  however, 
that  tbe  Grentleman  so  appointed  gave  a 
very  scanty  attendance  to  the  meetings 
of  l^e  Oomimttee  ;  and  if  the  Oommittee 
this  year  is  to  contain  Irlrii  Members  I 
hope  they  will  justify  their  nomination. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  am  not  going  \Sf 
oppose  the  Besolution ;  but  I  tlunk  very 
important  reasons  have  been  giren  in 
favour  of  the  adjonmnienl  of  the  debate. 
I  do  not  clearly  undsratand  yet  what 
the  object  of  the  Motion  is ;  and  I  lUnk 
we-oogibft  to  JuTe  l^e-  aeaoruuiet'wfaidi 
my  hon.  Friend  ihiaiilimi   Einb  ofcail* 
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whe£bAr  the  Belfiut  BiU,  in  vMoh  we 
tcJce  a  very  partioulu  interest,  ia  to 
be  referred  to  this  Committee.  I  think 
the  Under  Secretary  ought  to  be  able 
to  answer  that  question.  In  the  second 
place,  are  we  to  understand  that  two 
Ii-ish  Members  will  be  placed  upon 
the  Committee  ?  Of  course,  our  interest 
in  a  HesolutioQ  of  this  kind  is  largely 
increased  by  the  fact  that  the  Bill  affect- 
ing' such  an  important  city  as  the  City 
of  Belfast  is  about  to  come  on  in  this 
House.  What  strikes  us  is  this— that  if 
only  one  Irish  Member  is  to  be  put  upon 
the  Committee  it  might  naturally  sug- 
gest itself  to  those  by  whom  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  nominated  to  appoint  one 
of  the  Members  for  Belfast.  Ifow,  that 
is  exactly  what  we  are  afraid  of.  I 
would  point  out  that  there  exists  in 
BeUkst  a  very  large  population  indeed, 
ocHisisting  of  neany  one-half  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city,  whose  interests  are  not 
represented  in  this  House.  \_A  lnvgh.] 
Hon.  Members  may  laugh  at  that  state- 
ment ;  but  it  is  an  absolute  fact,  and  the 
interests  of  that  large  body  are  entirely 
unrepresented  by  the  present  Members 
for  Belfast.  Every  Member  of  the  Na- 
tional Party  is  in  the  daily  receipt  of 
letters  from  citizens  in  Belfast,  urging 
upon  them  to  guaird  their  interests  in 
various  matters.  This  is  the  reason  why 
we  desire  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
until  we  ue  in  a  position  to  see  that  we 
are  not  eacrificiog  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  Belfast  who  have  applied  to 
us,  not  being  zepreeented  by  their  own 
Members,  to  look  after  those  interests. 
I  would,  therefore,  earnestly  press  upon 
the  Under  Secretary  the  propriety  of 
postponing  this  Resolution,  so  Uiat  if  he 
is  not  able  to  give  the  information  we 
ask  for  to-day  he  may  be  in  a  position 
to  do  so  on  some  future  occasion. 

The  CHAIRMAN  or  WAYS  amd 
MEANS  (Mr.  Coubtnet)  :  The  ques- 
tion which  has  been  raised  on  the  oppo- 
site Benches  has  come  upon  me  rather 
by  surprise ;  but  I  think  there  ought  to 
be  no  real  difficulty  in  allowing  this  Re- 
BoluUon  to  pass.  In  the  first  place,  in 
regard  to  the  Belfast  Bill,  I  believe  that 
it  has  no  connection  with  the  present 
qaestion  at  all.  Aa  far  as  I  can  gather, 
there  is  nothing  contained  in  that  Bill 
which  is  repugnant  to  the  proTisions  of 
the  general  law. 

Ub.  sexton  :  It  contaias  an  exten- 
sion of  the  genexal  law. 
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Mb.  GOUETNEY:  I  think  not;  but, 
however  that  may  be,  it  is  not  neeeasary 
to  decide  either  one  way  or  the  other 
now.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  not  a 
which  extends  the  general  law ;  but  the 
Bill  itself  will  have  to  be  examined,  and 
if  it  is  found  that  it  contains  anything 
which  is  at  variance  with  the  general 
law  it  will,  no  doubt,  have  to  be  re- 
ferred to  this  Committee.  As  to  the 
composition  of  the  Committee,  that  is  a 
question  which  will  have  to  be  consi* 
dered  by  the  House  when  the  Members 
of  the  Committee  are  nominated ;  bnt  it 
cannot  be  a  good  reason  for  rejecting  the 
appointment  of  any  Committee  at  all. 
What  is  now  proposed  by  the  Under 
SeCTetary  is  to  aj^ouat  a  Committee  of 
nine  Members;  and  irhatever  view  may 
be  entwtained  as  to  the  names  of  too 
Committee  can  be  argued  at  the  proper 
stage  .before  an  ultimate  dedsion  is 
arrived  at.  At  the  present  moment,  no- 
thing can  be  done  in  that  respect.  What 
ia  now  before  the  Houee  is  only  the  re- 
appointment of  the  Committee;  and  I 
do  not  think  that  hon.  Members  have 
any  real  objection  to  its  re-appointment. 
Of  course,  liie  question  of  its  composition 
will  be  reserved  until  a  later  period  ;  and 
if  the  names  appear  to  require  any  addi- 
tion, or  are  not  thought  laige  enough,  it 
will  be  competent  to  make  a  proposition 
to  that  effect.  It  would  not,  hovever, 
be  regular  to  do  so  now. 

Mb.  CLANCY:  The  (Airman  of 
Ways  and  Means  says  tiiftt  iJiia  is  not 
the  time  for  namiag  the  Committee;  but 
this  is  precisely  the  time  for  extracting 
an  assurance  that  two  Members  from 
Ireland,  whoever  they  may  be,  will  be 
placed  upon  it.  In  the  absemce  of  that 
assurance,  I  hope  that  my  hon.  Friend 
will  go  to  a  division  upon  the  Motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate.  I  see 
from  the  terms  of  the  Resolution  that 
the  names  will  not  be  submitted  to  the 
Honse  at  all,  but  that  the  Members  of 
the  Committee  should  be  appointed  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection.  That  ia  an 
additional  reason  why  we  should  get  an 
assurance  now  from  the  Under  Secretary 
that  two  Members  of  our  Party  will  be 
placed  upon  the  Committee. 

Major  SAUNDEBSON:  The  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  spoken  reqoests 
that  two  Members  of  we  Irish  Party 
should  be  placed  on  Oomntittee.  But 
what  is  the  Uriah  Party  ?  Her  Ui^esty'a 
Government  mustdearly  understand  that 
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over  by  an  iirtparija}Gl)airou.n,  ao  th^t  no 
iutereats,  either  public  or  otiierwise,  iriU 
be  neglected.  I  know  nothing  whatever 
of  the  provisioQB  of  the  Belfast  Bill ;  but 
if  it  is  oecessary  to  bring  it  before  the 
Committee  I  am  certain  tliat  it  will  re- 
ceive a  fair  and  impartial  coasideratioD. 
I  hope  that,  under  these  ciroumstancea^ 
the  non.  Member  will  not  press  the 
Motion  for  the  adjourjuuent  of  the  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  sexton  :  X  am  satisfied  that 
the  right  hon.  Grontlearan  the  Ghairmam 
of  the  Committee  of  Selection  (Sir  John 
R.  Mowbray)  will  act  ap  to  any  under- 
taking he  may  give,  both  in  regard  to 
the  spirit  and  the  letter,  and  therefore  I 
beg  to  withdraw  the  Motion. 

Motion^  by  leave,  witkdraun. 

Main  Question  put. 

Ordered,  ThBt  the  Committee  of  Selection  do 
appoint  a  Oommltlee  not  exceeding  nine  Mom'- 
ban^  to  vbom  shaU  be  referred  all  Private  Bift* 
pnanotnd  W  uoieipal  and  otlMr  Local  -Aotiio* 
ritiea,  by  'vnich  it  is  propoaod  to  create  powon 
relating  to  Police  or  oanitary  Regolationa  which, 
deviate  from,  Or  are  in  extanaiod  of,  orTepogsant 
to,  the  Oeberal  Law. 

OfJtna,  That  etanditig  Order  17Sa  Aall  be 
applicablB  ta  all  Dilla  referred  to  the  aaid  Com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to 
send  for  peraons,  papere,  and  records. 

Ordered^  That  Five  be  the  quorum.— (Afr. 
Broadkarit.) 


the  Irish  Party  is  not  confined  to  the 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway. 

The  OHANOELLOE  opthb  EXGHE- 
QXJER  (Sir  Wiluam  Hahcoubt)  :  I  do 
not  think  that  the  Rouse  can  enter  into 
a  controversy  of  that  kind  on  a  Motion 
(ft  this-  nature,  and  I  woold  appeal  to 
hon.  Members  who  object  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  €ommittee  not  to  oppose 
ibis  Beaolntion  now.    It  is  impossible  to 

five  any  assurance  now,  because  (t  ib 
onbtfol  whether  this  fcontrov«rted  Bel- 
fast Bill  will  ever  go  before  the  Com- 
mittee at  all.  All  that  t  can  Aiy  ia  tbat 
if  hon.  Members  opposite  will  allow  thU 
Motion  to  pass,  which  only  declares  that 
a  Oomraittee  shall  be  appointed;  I  will 
promise  that,  before  the  names  are  given 
or  the  matter  Bnally  settled,  there  shall 
be  a  cai-eful  inquiry.  Hon.  Members 
will,  consequently,  not  be  compromieed 
in  any  way  by  assenting  to  this  Resolu- 
tion ;  and  when  the  time  comes  for  nomi- 
nating the  Oommittee  it  will  be  com- 
petent for  them  to  move  that  an  addi- 
tional Member  be  added  to  it.  Thai  is 
the  regular  course ;  and  I  hope  that,  as 
tiiis  is  a  Motion  which  may  not  affect 
the  Belfast  Bill  kt  all,  but  which  does 
affect  a  great  number  of  qneAtions  in 
which  the  lavge  towns  and  other  places 
in  England  and  Scotland  ard  interested, 
hon. '  Members  will  not,  on  the  mere 
hyno^ecns  tibiftt  tho  Belfast  Bill  will  go 
before  the  Gomtirittee,  prevent  this  Iteso- 
Intion  from  being  pa&aed.  At  the  proper 
stage,  when  the  names  of  the  Committee 
are  proposed,  hon.  Members  opposite 
will  have  a  full  opportunity  of  suggesHng 
any  alteration. 

SiK  JOHN  R.  MOWBRAY : '  It  would 
be  very  much  to  be  regretted  if  there 
should  be  any  warnth  displayed  upon  a 
subject  of  this  kind  ,  or  if  it  were  to  lead 
to  any  lengthened  discussion.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  not  quite  right  in  the  opi- 
nion he  expressed  that  the  proper  time 
for  considering  the  composition  of  the 
Committee  would  be  when  the  namea  are 
submitted  to  the  House.  I  can  gite  the 
only  aesuraoce  to  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  that  can  be  given  at  this 
moment.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Selection  to  name  the  Members 
of  this  Committee.  Our  object  will  be  to 
secure  that  the  composition  of  the  Com- 
mittee shall  be  as  strong  as  possible,  and 
that  theCommittee  itself  shall  b«  presided 

Miy'or  SamdertoH 


QUESTIONS. 


POST    OFFICE  (IRELAND)-APPOINT. 
MENT  OF  SURTEYORS'  CLERKS. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALT  asked  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  How 
many  oflScers  from  English  Post  Offioes 
were,  during  the  past  ten  years,  ap- 
pointed to  the  position  of  permanent  or 
temporary  surveyor's  clerk  in  Ireland ; 
how  many  officers  from  such  offices  are 
still  in  such  capacities  in  Ireland ;  and; 
whether  these  promotions  in  the  Post 
Office  service  ere  reciprocal  between 
Ireland  and  England ;  and^  if  so,  hov 
many  Iri^  officers  have  been  teaas- 
ferred  to  England  as  permnnest  or  tern.; 
porary  surveyor's  elsiKs  during  the  same 
period,  and  how  many  Irish  officers  are 
at  present  in  such  positions  in  En^ 
land? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlke)  :  The 
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ftDBVer  to  the  hon.  Member  must  be 
very  much  the  same  as  that  ghren  him 
by  the  late  Postmaster  Qeneral  last 
summer,  vhen  he  asked  a  similar  Ques- 
tion. The  questioii  of  naticmalitj  in  no 
way  affected  tiie  selection  of  officers  for 
employment  on  snrreytog  duty  in  either 
Eoglaad,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  those 
ofBoers  being  chosen  vho  are  oonridered 
beat  qnalified.  without  any  regard  to  the 
land  of  their  birth.  Duriog  the  last  10 
years  eight  officers  bad  been  sent  from 
England  to  Ireland  for  employment  on 
surveying  duty,  and  one  from  Ireland  to 
England.  Of  these,  three  are  still  em- 
ployed in  Ireland. 

PUBLIO  UElCTEKaS  (IBELANB)— 
SFSECH  OP  MB.  O.   H.  fiMIXa  AT 
NEWBY. 

Mb.  ALEXANDER  BLAINE  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ijord  Lieu- 
temantof  Ireland.  Whether  by  the  direo- 
tioa  of  the  Judge  of  the  Oourt  of  Pro- 
bate in  Ireland,  Mr.  George  Hill  Smith 
was  a  speaker  on  the  platform  at  the 
Scriptural  Schools,  Downshire  Bead, 
Newry,  on  Friday,  February  19th,  1886, 
where  ha  is  reported  to  have  said 
that— 

'*  He  waa  glad  of  the  opportunity  in  Newry, 
"whero  they  had  aBsembled  in  public  meeting,  to 
BflDd  to  Mr.  William  Ewart  Gladatone,  our 
anawer  to  his  recent  request  not  upon  a  post- 
card (laughter),  hut  in  the  shape  of  reso- 
latiooa  whidi  would  be  pauod  there  that 
night ; " 

and  farther  he  is  reported  to  have 

said — 

"  theae  eighty-iiz  Famellite  Members  were 
the  rcpresentatirea  of  the  moonliffhters,  th*  mur- 
d«rars,  and  the  cattle  maimera  ; ' ' 

whether  Mr.  George  Hill  Smith  ia  the 
district  rc^stear  of  the  Oourt)  ol  Probate 
at  Armagh;  and,  whether  his  conduct 
will  be  taken  into  consideration  ? 

The  OHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Joffsr 
MoBLET) :  Mr.  George  Hitl  Smith  is  the 
District  Registrar  of  the  Oourt  of  Pro- 
bate at  Arm^h.  The  attention  of  the 
Judge  of  the  Court  has  been  called  to 
this  question,  and  be  states  that  the  at- 
tendaaoe  and  speaking  of  Mr.  Smith  on 
the  occasion  referred  to  were  not  by  his 
direction,  and  without  his  knowledge  or 
sanotioii.  The  Judge  has  applied  to  Mr. 
Smith  for  an  explanation,  and  he  has 
wtittm  disolaiming  the  aceunu^  of  the 
report. 


LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)  — 
FIRIK0  AT  THE  PERSON— CASE 
OF  BOBEBT  COOPEB  AND  J.  &. 
BLEAKLEY. 

Ma.  ALEXANDER  BLAINE  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether,  at  the 
Winter  Assizes  held  at  Omagh,  12th 
December  1885,  before  Baron  Dowse, 
two  prisoners,  named  Robert  Cooper  and 
John  Q.  Bleakley,  were  indicted  for 
firing  at  District  Lispector  Bigle;^  and  a 
police  patrol;  and,  secondly,  with  un- 
lawful assembly;  whether  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Oron  agreed  to  with- 
draw the  firot  indictment,  prisoners 
having  pleaded  guilty  to  the  seoondl 
upon  which  they  were  sentenced  to  a 
month's  impriBonment  with  hard  labour ; 
whether,  at  the  Belfast  Winter  Assizes, 
11th  December  1882,  Thomas  MoCann, 
of  Lurgan,  was  indicted  for  firing  at  the 
police  and  sentenced  to  seven  years' 
penal  servitude  by  Mr.  Justice  Hari  ison ; 
and,  whether,  in  view  of  the  dififerenoe 
of  procedure  in  the  similar  coses  by  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  will  terminate,  after 
nearly  four  years,  the  imprisonment  of 
Thomas  McCann  ? 

The  OHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johk 
Morlet)  :  The  eirenmstances  mentioned 
in  the  first  and  second  paragraphs  took 
place  in  the  time  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment ;  and  I  havo  no  precise  infonnation 
on  the  subject.  The  faots,  I  assume,  ore 
correctly  stated.  Thomas  M'Cann  was 
convicted,  as  stated  ;  and  I  am  informed 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
of  the  other  case  mentioned  in  the  Quea* 
tion,  are  by  no  means  analogous.  A 
Memorial  was  presented  by  M'Cann  to 
Ijord  Oamarvon,  and  Lord  Carnarvon  is 
said  to  have  carefully  investigated  the 
case,  and  decided  that  he  oouid  not  inter- 
fere with  the  sentence. 

PIEBS  AND  HABBOUBS  (IRELAND)— 

HABBOUB  WORKS  AT  DONEaAL. 

Me.  B.  KELLY  asked  the  Chief  Be- 
cretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  has  had  his  attention  drawn 
to  the  report  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  O.K.  on 
the  Donegal  Harbour  Works  ;  whether 
he  ia  aware  that  the  local  fishermen  at 
Poolhurrii^  oomtd&tn  of  the  damage  to 
ihfiit  nets  from  rocks  and  stones  l«t  ia 
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the  pool,  and  sttg^est  Tamedies ;  whether 
Mr.  StereDaoB  has  Mated-— 

"These  requirenente  are  a&  reasoDabla  and 
denrablfl,  and  oooM  be  eanly  carried  oat ;  " 

aad,  whether  he  will  direet  immediate 
steps  to  be  takra  with  that  objeet? 

The  chief  SBOBETABY  (Mr.  John 
HoitLBT) :  Mr.  Sterenson  makes  no  re- 
ferences to  damage  to  nets  in  his  Soport, 
and  no  complaint  upon  tiiat  point  has 
been  made  to  the  Qovernment  sinoe 
1881,  when  steps  were  taken  to  remove 
the  causes  of  complaint.  He  suggested 
improvements  in  theee  and  other  voiks, 
and  I  believe  the  recommendations  gene- 
rally are  being  considered. 

OOMMISSIONERS  OF  IRISH  LIGHTS- 
PENSIONS  OF  SERVANTS. 

Mb.  B.  KELLY  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whetlier  there 
are  any  situations  under  the  Board  of 
Irish  Ijights  filled  by  persons  who  have 
been  in  the  service  of  the  Boyal  Navy, 
and  who  have  received  therefrom  a  com- 
mutation allowaooe  or  poision  on  re- 
tirement ;  and,  if  he  will  grant  a  Kttturn 
showing  how  maoy,  what  their  ages  are, 
and  what  is  their  present  pay ;  why  they 
left  the  Navy,  what  rank  they  held  in  the 
Navy,  and  what  rank  they  hold  now ; 
under  what  cdromnatanoefl,  on  what  qnali- 
fioations,  and  by  what  authority  they 
were  re-a{^inted  to  the  pablio  service ; 
and,  will  they  receive  any  farther  oem- 
mutation  allowaooe  or  pension  on  giving 
up  their  nrasent  appointmrats  ? 

Thb  PfiESIDENT  (Mr.  Mckdblu.)  : 
The  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  in- 
form me  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
on  their  part  ul  preparii^  suoh  a  Betom, 
though  it  will  necessaruy  take  time ;  if 
the  hon.  Member  wishes  to  move  for  it, 
it  can  be  given. 

FISHERY  PIERS  AND  HARBOITRS 
(IRELAND)— BUNDORAIT,  Ca 
DONEOAL. 
Mb.  B.  KELLY  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he  is  aware 
that  the  design  now  being  carried  out  at 
Bundoran,  county  Donegal,  by  the  Board 
of  Works,  for  a  pier  and  harbour  for  the 
fishermen,  will  be  practically  useless  to 
them  when  finished,  as  the  pier  will  be 
too  short  to  break  the  heavy  seas  coming 
over  the  rocks,  being  about  fifty  yards 
above  low  water;  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  a  chasm  exists  between  the  pier  and 
a  lai^e  rook,  through  whioh  tb«  eea 

Mr.  £.  KtUy 


roshea  with  such  vit^noe  that  no  boat 
oould  come  in  witbont  great  riskof  foainj; 
swamped,  and  thatt  tie  channd  b^ng 
now  out  to  tiie  sea  in  a  wrong  direo- 
tion,  as  it  does  not  go  Cowards  ^  de^ 
watw;  whetiier  ^  wall  bnilt  at  the 
landward  end  of  tiia  boat-alip  interferes 
with  the  public  right  of  way ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  cause  inquiries  to  be  made 
into  these  complaints  by  some  Bngiaeer 
who  is  thoronghly  independent  of  the 
Board  <^  Works,  and,  if  found  sub- 
stantial, direct  euch  an  aHeratton  in  the 
design  as  will  prevent  the  expenditnre 
of  a  lai^  sum  of  rnvney  being  thioirn 
away  ? 

Thb  SEOEETAEY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowt*B) :  Tha  pier- 
head will  be  more  than  100  yards  from 
the  present  low  water  line.  The  pre- 
sent ohanoel  wUI  be  widened  and  deep- 
ened to  low  water.  It  is  in  the  right 
direotion.  The  work  will  2iot  be  prae- 
ticallv  useless  whm  finished.  Ihero  is 
a  ro«  about  foor  yards  from,  the  iner- 
head,  which  rises  abcmt  nine  feet  above 
low  water;  bnt  the  ^lace  between  will  be 
filled  with  cmerete.  The  Board  of 
Works  apf)roved,  on  the  l&th  September 
last,  of  tiie  construction  of  a  flight  of 
stepa  to  preserve  the  right  of  way  to  the 
shore. 

ARHT  (AUXILIARY  FORCES}— THE 
IRISH  MILITIA. 

Ma.  W.  J.  OOBBET  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  When  will  officers 
from  the  Regular  Forces  be  appointed 
to  those  Irish  Militia  Hegiments  which 
are  still  under  the  distfdvsutage  of 
having  Adjutants  under  the  old  system, 
some  of  whom  have  left  the  service 
over  twen^  7an»i  nnd  are  therefore 
unaoquainted  with  the  sew  prinoiplea  <rf 
drill? 

Thb  SEORETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Oahpbbll  -  BAnnmiUH) :  The  Iiiah 
Militia  adjutants,  ol  whom  nine  remain 
attached  to  Irish  Militia  battalions,  will 
be  replaced,  as  vacancies  arise,  by  regi- 
mental officers  on  the  active  list;  but 
they  are  not  liable  to  compulsory  retire- 
ment till  they  reach  the  age  of  ftd  years. 
Only  two  will  reach  that  age  during  tiie 
next  five  years. 

COLONIAL  ECCLESIASTICAL 
APPOINTMENTS. 
Mb.  HENBY  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Under Seoretary  of  State  fbrtfaeOoloniM, 
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WHdfiheT,  aeoordiit^  to  lihe  Ooloiual  n- 
guUitiona,  a  dergymidE  oan  be  remoTed 
from  the  Eockaiastioal  Blstablishmoit 
of  the  Island  of  MauntiuB  only  upon 
the  commission  of  some  offence,  or  for  a 
dereliction  of  duty  ;  whether  the  head  of 
the  Eocleaiastioal  Department  has  asked 
hini  to  deprive  two  clergymen  of  their 
appointmente ;  whether  tho  reason  given 
for  ^is  coarse  by  the  Chief  GocleBiastio 
is  that  these  two  clergymen  were  not  tu- 
oorporated  in  his  diooese>  or  were  only 
accepted  for  three  years ;  whetW  it  is 
true  that  the  Cardinal  Prefect  of  the 
Frwpaganda,  to  whom  an  appeal  was 
made  in  this  case,  has  delivered  to  these 
two  clergymen  the  highest  certificates  of 
good  condnot  and  fitness  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  eoeleBiastical  fanctions ; 
whe^er,  ia  the  case  of  one  of  these 
Beverend  gentlemen  a  medical  oartificate 
was  mippHe  1  to  the  Government  before 
his  appointment  stating  that  he  was  fit 
for  ten  years'  service  in  a  tropical  cli- 
mate ;  whether  this  a»tifioate  was  sup- 
plied by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Spenoer,  the  re- 
presentative of  the  Bishop  in  England  ; 
whether  he,  some  tine  sinoe,  thought  it 
his  duty  to  inform  the  Bkbop  of  Mauri- 
tias  that,  instead  of  removing  these  gen- 
tlemen from  theBcclesiaBtieal  EstabUrii- 
ment,  he  was  obliged  to  protect  them 
from  the  persecution  to  which  they  were 
snbjected;  and,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intend  taking  any,  and,  if  so,  what 
steps  to  protect  olergymen  in  th.e  Mauri- 
tius holding  a  commission  under  Her 
Majesty's  <^)vwnment  f 

The  under  SEOBBTABY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  OsBomns  Uoboan):  The 
Colonial  regulations  relating  to  the  re- 
moval of  public  officers  do  not  apply  to 
olergymen  on  the  Boman  Catholic  Bstab- 
lishment  of  Maaritius.  If  the  Boman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Mauritius  deprives  a 
clergyman  of  his  spiritual  functions  in 
ttie  Island,  he  is  removed  from  the 
Bstablishment  nnless  the  deprivation  is 
reversed  1^  a  superior  Ecole»astical 
anthajrity.  The  Civil  Government  does 
not  review  the  decision  of  the  Bishop. 
The  iffiehop  recently  deprived  two  clergy- 
men of  tiieir  spiritual  funotions.  They 
were  retained  on  (he  Establishment 
pending  an  appeal  to  the  Co  art  of  Borne ; 
and  as  the  appeal  did  not  result  in  their 
being  reinstated  in  the  diooese,  they  have 
been  removed  from  the  Establishment. 
Th«  reason  assigned  to  the  Government 
by  the  BMi«p  fot  the  removal  of  the 


elt^mett  iras  that  he  **  oould  im  loaffer 
oonsoientiouely  employ  them  in  the  saned 
ministry."  It  appears,  however,  to  have 
been  held  by  the  Court  of  Borne  that 
they  were  not  affiliated  to  the  diocese, 
but  only  taken  into  the  service  of  that 
Mission  lor  tiiree  years.  The  clergymen 
have  produced  copies  of  certificates,  from 
the  Cardinal  IVefectof  the  Propaganda, 
of  good  conduct  and  fitness  for  the  exer- 
cise of  spiritual  funotions.  A  oertifioate 
was  produced  by  Mr.  Speneer,  the 
Bishop's  representative  in  England, 
upcm  the  appoinbnent  of  one  of  these 
olergjrmen,  that  he  was  "  fit  to  undergo 
a  lengthened  servioe  in  a  tropical  oU- 
mate."  The  Government  are  not  aware 
that  suoh  clergymen  require  any  protec- 
tion, nor  do  they  hold  any  oommission 
under  Her  Majea^s  Qoremment. 

FZSHEHT  PIEBS  AND  HABBOTTBS  (IBE- 
LA.ND)-BUNNATROOHAN  PIBB,00. 
DONEGAL. 

Mb.  B.  KELLY  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he  is  aware 
that  a  large  body  of  fishermen  who  fre- 
quent Bnnnatroohan  Pier  and  Harbour, 
county  Donegal,  applied  to  the  Board 
of  Works  by  memorial  to  have  certain 
additional  works  carried  ont  so  as  to 
make  the  harbour  useCnl  and  safe  to  the 
fishermen;  whether  any  report  has  since 
been  received  as  to  the  neoeesity  for  such 
works ;  and,  if  there  be  any  likelihood 
of  their  being  carried  ontto  prevent  the 
great  damage  and  ujuryto  l^e  boats 
frequmting  the  harbour  P 

Thk  SEOBETABY  to  thb  TEEA- 
8UEY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowi^)  :  A  Memo- 
rial numerously  signed  was  received  for 
additional  works  at  this  harbour  under 
the  Sea  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Act,  1883. 
The  Commissioners  appointed  under  that 
Act  not  having  allocated  any  funds  for 
works  at  Bunnatroohan,  no  Beport  has 
been  made.  The  proposed  works  would 
much  improve  the  harbour. 

LAW  AND  JTJSTIOB  (IRELAND) -COTTfiT 
OP  BANERirPT07»MB.  L.  H.  DBER. 
ma,  OFFICIAL  A88IONEE. 

Mn.  PETEB  M'DONAIiD  asked  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
If  the  246th  General  Order  of  the  Irish 
Court  of  Bankruptcy,  which  provides 

that— 

"  Each  Official  ABsig&ee  shall  acaoant  once  at 
least  in  every  six  calendar  montltB  in  every  mat- 
ter of  hMikra|irtoy  or  asiangemsat  to  wmoh  he 
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shall  hftTe  been  nomiaated  u  aforaewd,  uid 

ofteDOr  if  so  directed  by  the  Court," 

has  been  complied  with  by  Mr.  X*.  H. 
Deering,  Official  Asaignee  of  said  Oourt, 
since  hia  appointment ;  if  not,  can  any 
reason  be  assigned  for  its  disobedience, 
and  if  its  non-observance  has  ever  been 
reported  to  the  Oourt  by  the  responsible 
offloer  of  tke  Court,  the  Ohief  Begis- 
trar;  and,  has  die  said  Mr.  L.  H.  Deer- 
ing ever  transferred  money  from  one 
estate  account  to  another,  or  to  bis  pri- 
vate aoooutt^  known  as  "The  Official 
As^gnee's  Acoountt"  on  his  separate 
andindiTidualcheque  or  letter,  addressed 
to  the  Accountant  Oeneral  of  the  Bank 
of  Ireland ;  or  lodged,  paid,  or  trans- 
ferred money,  stock,  or  securities  at  any 
time  in  bis  capacity  as  Official  Assignee 
otherwise  than  as  provided  by  seo.  6 1  of 
20  and  21  Yio.  o.  60,  and  the  242nd  and 
243rd  General  Orders  ? 

The  SECBETAEY  to  the  TBEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlee)  :  From  an 
explanation  furnished  by  the  Offidal 
Assignee,  there  would  appear  to  have 
boMi  some  laxity  of  practice  in  the 
matters  referred  to  in  the  Question.  The 
cdroumetanoes  will  be  at  once  brought  to 
the  attention  of  a  Committee  whiw  was 
appointed  at  the  suggestion  of  the  late 
Ix>rd  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  which 
is  now  sitting,  to  inquire  into  the  regu- 
lations under  which  the  duties  of  Official 
Assignees  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy 
are  performed,  and  to  suggest  any  altera- 
tions which  may  appear  to  them  de- 
sirable. 

POST  OFFICE  {IRELAUD)— THE  POST- 
MASTER AT  BALA. 
Mb.  henry  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  it  is  the  fact  that  David  Evans, 
the  Postmaster  of  Bala,  died  on  Ist 
January  of  the  present  year  ;  whether, 
in  consequence  of  ill-health,  Mr.  Evans 
was  unable  to  attend  to  the  duties  of 
tiie  office  for  a  considerable  time  prior 
to  his  death;  whetber,  during  this 
period,  Mrs.  Evans  efficiently  perrormed 
the  duties  appertaining  to  the  office ; 
whetber,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
she  applied  for  the  position  ;  whether 
an  innuentially-signed  Memorial  on  her 
behalf  was  forwarded  to  the  Postmaster 
General,  praying  that  she  might  be  ap- 
pointed Postmistress ;  whether,  notwitb- 
standing  her  efficiency  and  the  local 
feeling  expressed  through  ths  Memorial 


in  her  behalf  th*  Postmaster  Q«nerai 

refused  to  recognise  her  claims,  and  ap- 
pointed a  loc^  ConsarvatiTe  instead; 
whether  the  man  appointed  signed  the 
Memorial  in  question  ;  whether  the  re- 
moval of  the  office  from  the  house  of 
Mr.  Srans  has  yet  taken  place;  and, 
whether  he  will  reconsider  the  matter 
with  a  view  to  the  appointment  of  ^s 
lady? 

The  SEOBETABY  to  m  TB£A- 
8T7BY  (Mr.  Abhold  Mohlst),  in  reply, 
said,  he  tmmA  thiA  Mr.  Svans  died 
on  the  let  of  Janoary ;  and,  for  some 
time  pievioua  to  faiB  death,  the  wwk 
was  fairly  well  done  by  Mrs.  Evans. 
A  Memorial  on  her  behalf  was  rdoeived. 
The  Tsoancy  was  reported  to  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  13th  of  January,  and  on  the 
Ist  of  February  the  office  was  filled  up  in 
the  usual  way  by  his  Predecessor,  who 
appointed  John  Williams.  Williams 
might  have  signed  the  Memorial  on 
behalf  of  Mrs.  Evans,  as  the  name  of 
John  Williams  appeared  frequenllj 
amongst  the  signatures.  The  office  had 
not  yet  been  removed  from  Mrs.  Evans* 
house ;  but  the  appoiotmoit  had  been 
completed,  so  far  as  the  Treasury  was 
concerned,  and  he  had  no  power  to  re- 
open the  matter  unless  a  vaouicy  was 
reported. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— ERECTION 
OF  A  TELEGRAPH  POLE  ON  PRI- 
VATE  PROPERTY  AT  ENNISKILLEN. 

Mb.  HENBY  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  it 
is  the  fact  that  the  Postal  Telegraph 
Department  in  the  year  1879  erected  a 
telegraph  pole  in  the  private  yard  of 
David  M'Gaw,  Enniekillen,  without  that 
gentleman's  permission ;  whether  a  re- 

Eort,  and,  if  so,  to  what  effect,  was  made 
y  the  assistant  engineer  in  referoiee  to 
this  pole  ;  whether  the  wires  are  now 
out  away  from  the  pole  in  question, 
leaving  it,  in  the  event  of  a  storm,  dan- 
gerous to  life  and  property;  whether 
notioe  has  been  ^ven  to  tiie  Postmaster 
General  by  M'Oaw  that  he  requires  pos> 
session  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
pole  for  building  and  sanitary  purposes ; 
whether  the  Postmaster  General  will 
cause  this  obstruction  to  be  at  once  re- 
moved ;  and,  whether  he  will  give  in- 
structions that  a  fair  amount  of  oompen- 
sation  be  paid  to  M'Gaw  as  rent  for  the 
sfiace  upon  which  the  pole  ii9w  stands, 
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and  hae  stood  during  kh«  put  seren 
years? 

Thb  SECRfiTABT  to  the  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  f  otleb)  A  tele- 
graph po1«  wa<  erected  ia  1879  ia  a 
private  yard  belonging  to  David  U'Gaw, 
of  £nmskillen,  and  sext  to  premises 
then  rented  from  him  by  the  postmaster 
for  the  poBt-office.  The  Inspeotor  of 
Telegraphs,  who  put  up  the  pole,  hae 
reported  that  it  was  erected  wHh  Mr. 
M'Gaw's  full  consent.  No  claim  for  rent 
in  respect  of  this  pole  was  made  by  Mr. 
H'Qaw  until  18^3,  when  the  postmaster, 
having  moved  the  post-office  to  other 
premisOB,  differences  arose  between  him 
and  Mr.  M'Qaw,  i-esultiog  in  a  lawsuit. 
Bince  the  removal  of  the  post-offioe 
the  Postmaster  General  has  repeatedly 
offered  to  remove  the  pole;  out  Mr. 
M'Gaw  has  persistently  refused,  and 
still  reftiaes,  to  alk>w  it  to  be  remoTed) 
except  on  payment  of  an  exorbitant 
compenaation.  The  wires  hfcve  been 
removed,  bat  the  pole  is  bolted  into  a 
vaU. 

THE  METROPOLITAN  POLIOB— Sift 
EDilUND  HENBEKSON. 

Sir  ROBERT  FOWLER  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  the  Police  nnder  Sir 
Edmund  Henderson  have  efficiently 
maintained  order  and  respect  for  pro- 
perty in  the  Metropolis  during  seven- 
teen years ;  and,  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  Sir  Edmund  Henderson's  resigna- 
tion vas  accepted  within  a  few  hours  of 
its  being  tendered,  and  b^ore  the  Re- 
port of  me  Oommittee  npon  the  disturb- 
ancss  of  8th  February  was  made  hnown 
to  Parliament  and  the  Oountry,  without 
any  acknowledgment  of  his  long  ser- 
vioes? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Ohildbbb)  :  In  reply  to  my  hon.  Friend, 
I  would  say  that  Sir  Edmund  Hender- 
son has  done  much  to  deserve  the  grati- 
tude of  the  public  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  pouoe  under  his  charge  hare 
mnintainea  order  in  the  Metropolis  fbr 
many  years.  Though  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson's resignation  was  formally  ac- 
cepted shortly  after  being  tendered,  yet 
I  was  aware  for  some  little  time  pre- 
viously that  Sir  Edmund  intended  to 
send  in  his  resignation.  Together  with 
the  offlmal  letter  accepting  the  resigAa- 
tion,  I  wrote  a  separate  note,  expressing 
my  regret  that  this  da^  should  hove 

YOh.  OOCH.    [thibd  sBaiES.] 


fallen  npon  me,  imd  my  appreei&tion  of 
his  past  services.  In  an  ofRcial  letter 
written  to  the  Treasury  on  the  snbjetft 
of  pension,  I  again  expressed  my  sense 
for  Sir  Edmuim  Hendmon's  servioes, 
and  I  replied  in  similar  tenns  to  the 
letter  in  which  he  asked  me  to  write  to 
the  Treeenry.  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  Sir  Edmund  Henderson  is  com- 
pletely satiE^ed  with  the  recognition 
which  has  been  accorded  to  his  long  and 
faithful  service. 

SiB  HENRY  TYLER  :  Arising  ont  of 
that  Question,  I  beg  to  ask  whether  any 
pension  has  been  awarded  to  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  ? 

Mb.  OHILDEBS  :  No ;  not  yet.  I 
have  spoken  of  a  letter  written  to  th4 
Treasury  on  the  subject;  but  my  hoa. 
Friend  is  probably  aware  that  letters  of 
that  kind  to  the  IVeasnrr  are  not  an- 
swered in  less  than  a  few  days. 

PENSIONS. 

Ms.  BRADLAtTGH  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  If  the  four  sums 
heretofore  annually  voted  by  this  House 
to  the  heirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Clarges,  to 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  to  the  Duke  of 
Rutland,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolkte- 
spectively,  have  been,  since  1st  January 
1881,  commuted  as  if  permanent  charges, 
and  on  the  same  basis  as  pensions  in 
perpetuity  authorised  by  statute ;  and, 
if  BO,  under  what  authority  ? 

Thb  SBOHETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY CMr.  H.  H.  Fowiaa) :  The  four 
sums  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
have  been  commuted  since  January  I, 
1881,  under  the  authority  of  the  Acts 
36  &  87  Vict.  c.  57,  and  46  FieL  c.  1, 
Consolidated  Fund  (Permanent  Charges 
Redemption)  Acts,  1B7S  and  1883,  by 
which  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  con- 
tract for  the  redemption  of  any  annuity, 
as  defined  in  those  Acts,  charged  on  or 
paj^ble  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  moneys  pro- 
vided by  Parlitiment  either  ?n  perpetuity 
or  for  a  peiod  not  determinable  with  the 
life  of  the  individual  to  whom  the  samo 
is  for  the  time  being  payable.  The  re- 
domptions  were  made  on  the  samo  basis 
as  the  redemption  of  other  permanent 
charges  under  the  Acts  to  «hioh  I  have 
referred. 

Hb.  BRADLATTGH  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Tiable  a  Copy  of  the  decla- 
ration ttf  tmtt  w^ally  executed  by  tlio 
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Vhit  Lord  bf  fb«  Treiwury  And 
Cbftries  Mills,  barotiet,  as  to  lands  pny- 
ohased  prior  to  the  present  reign,  out  of 
a  snm  of  £633,383  6*.  9d.  invested  to 
secure  the  perpetual  annual  payment  of 
£19,000  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond ;  and, 
whether  he  will  also  lay  upon  the  Table 
Copies  of  any  other  declarations  of 
trust  ezeented  as  to  other  lands  subse- 
quently purchased  out  of  the  same 
moneys  ? 

The  SEOBETARY  to  the  TBEA- 
BURT  (Hr.  H.  H.  Fowxnt):  I  oan 
hardly  answer  this  Qoeation  without  b 
word  or  two  of  nplanation.  The  original 
pension  to  the  nuke  of  Richmond  was 
granted  by  Charles  II.  [  Crtet  of  "What 
for?  "]  A  duty  of  1#.  per  chaldron  on 
coals  exported  from  the  Tyne  and  con- 
sumed in  England  was  granted  under 
Lettera  Patent  of  December  18, 1676,  to 
the  Duke  of  Richmond.  This  pension 
was  commuted  into  an  annuity  of 
iSl9,000,  cliarged  on  the  Consolidated 
Pund  from  July  5,  1799,  under  the  Acts 
89  /?«.  III.  c.  3,  and  39  4  40  Geo.  III. 
jjc-  H3,  The  annuity  was  commuted 
.AA^er  pipTisions  in  those  Acts  for  a 
"^ri^4M,833  11*.  Gd.,  which  sum 
was  utTested  in  the  purchase  of 
£633fjra3i 'r*.  ,9d.  Consols.  By  the  Act 
,tt9  &  ,iO  &t9.  lit.,  c.  103,  a  portion 

^K^ngi|fi^ted  in  land,  and  by  the  Act 
I  rm.  q'.  Z4,  power  was  given  to  sell 
Iflfyfll  Stock  remaining  and  to 
inVesIt  «  Is  land.  The  commutation 
money  and  »e  lands  in  the  purchase  of 
which  it  has  been  laid  out  were  vested 
in,  ^Trustees,  of  whom  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  is  one.    The  present  Trus- 

'  teos  ore  tliG  FirBt  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
for  flio  time  It-  ing  and  Lord  Hillingdon. 
Tlin  lands  puichaaed  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Acts  will  revert  to  the  Crown 
in  default  of  male  issue  of  tho  first  Duke 
of  RtchmoDd.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  the  declarations  of  trust  referred 
to  in  the  Question  ;  but  I  may  point  out 
that  as  regards  the  estates  purchased 
before  the  Act  1  Fict.  o.  34,  the  form  of 
deolaratitm  to  be  made  by  the  Trustees 
is  prescribed  in  the  secoul  Schedule  to 
the  Act. 

Me.  BRADLAtTGH :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  give  the  House  the  date  and 
the  names  of  the  Trustees  in  the  docu- 
ment as  executed?  The  <^aft  of  the 
declaration  is  there,  but  I  have  been 
unable  to  see  the  declaration  itself. 
Mr.  BrailMgh 


Uk.  H.  H.  F0W1iEB>.  If'toy  hem. 
Friend  will  pu^  down  a  Question  em- 
bodying the  details  he  wants,  I  wiU  en- 
deavour to  accede  to  his  request. 

Hr.  LABOUCHERE  :  Oan  the  hon. 
Gentleman  state  to  the  House  for  what 
services  these  pensions  were  granted  ? 

Mn.  H.  H.  FOWLER:  That  Ques- 
tion, I  think,  ought  to  have  been  ac^ed 
of  the  Secretary  to  tiie  IVeasnty  in  the 
year  1676. 

U.W  AND  JUSTICE  (IR£LAND}-aASE 
OF  UOBGAN  BKIBN,  COitK  WINTER 
ASSIZES. 

Us.  F.  J.  O'BRtEET  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether,  in  t^e  caee  of  Morgan 
Brien,  charged  at  last  Winter  Ajssizcs 
at  Cork  with  wilfUl  murder,  the  trial  was 
put  back  after  the  case  had  been  called 
at  the  eommencement  of  the  AASixes,  to 
fully  a  month  later,  at  great  inconveni- 
ence to  m&ny  witnesses  who  were  sub- 
poenaed from  long  distances ;  whether 
two  of  the  witnesses  for  the  Crown  were 
medical  gentlemen  holding  official  ap- 
pointments, one  as  dispensary  .doctor, 
the  other  as  doctor  of  a  workhouse ; 
whether  these  gentlemen  received  the 
sum  of  £110  each  as  expenses  for  their 
services ;  if  not,  oould  he  state  how  much 
they  did  receive ;  whether  one  of  them, 
Dr.  Hall,  of  Silvermines  Dispensary, 
Nenagh  Union,  has  since  sent  in  a  bul 
to  the  guardians  for  £14  for  the  salary  of 
bis  locum  tenens  during  his  absence ; 
whether  both  of  these  medical  witnesses 
are  connexions  of  the  Crown  Prosecutor 
in  the  case,  Mr.  George  Bolton ;  whe- 
ther he  (Mr.  Bolton)  allowed  it  to  go  to 
the  jury  that  the  prisoner  was  in  the 
employment  of  Lord  Dunally  as  game- 
keeper, and  that  he  was  boycotted,  and 
haa  only  acted  in  self-defence;  whether 
the  result  was  a  verdict  of  guilty  in  the 
minor  charge  of  manslaughter ;  whether 
Lord  Dunuly  at  once  contradicted  the 
statement  put  forward  by  the  Crown 
Prosecutor  Uiat  prisoner  uaA  been  in  his 
employment;  and,  what  steps  will  be 
taken  with  regard  to  Mr.  Bolton's  action 
in  the  ctue  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johk 
Morlet)  :  There  were  two  postpone- 
ments of  this  trial.  The  first,  to  enable 
counsel  who  were  assigned  for  the  de- 
fence by  the  Judge  to  consider  their 
case  ;  the  second,  in  consequence  of  a  cer* 
tifioate  of  the  prison  physunan,  that  Hie 
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prUon^^MtQoiUtoappea?.  Twonuedi- 
oal  g^ntlem^n  were  witn«s0ee  ia  the  otuse. 
A  brother  of  oi^e  of  them  is  married  to  a 
sister  of  Mr.  Bolton.  The  other  is  no 
oonneotioa  of  hisi  They  were  paid  their 
expenses  by  Mr-  Boltoa  according  to 
Treasury  scale,  Dr.  Minnett  receiriog 
£75  10*.,  and  Dr.  HaE  £76  6i.  Dr. 
Hall  sent  m  a  claim  for  hia  substitute, 
which  the  Guardians  have  refused.  Evi- 
dence was  given  for  the  prisoner  that 
he  had  aoted  as  gamekeeper  for  Lord 
Danally  and  had  been  "Boycotted,"  and 
his  counsel  argued  that  he  might  have 
fired  the  shot  in  self-defence ;  but  Mr. 
Bohon  did  not  put  fbrward  or  adopt  any 
such  suggestion,  and  the  Judge  tud  the 
jury  there  was  not  suffioient  evidence  of 
the  prisoner  being  gamekeeper  to  Lord 
Dunally,  who  was  not  at  the  Assizes. 

NAVY— SUPPLY  OP  CUTLAFSES. 

Dr.  OAMERON  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  the  cutlasses 
in  use  in  the  Navy  were  procured  from 
the  same  manufacturers  as  have  sapplied 
swords  to  the  Army ;  and,  whether  the 
tests  to  which  they  were  subjected  dif- 
fered from  those  which,  in  the  case  of 
the  Army,  have  recently  been  abandoned 
as  insufficient? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Woodall)  (who  re- 
plied) :  No  Navy  cutlasses  have  been 
procured  from  any  source  for  the  last 
21  years.  In  1858-9  some  were  ob- 
tained from  Germany ;  but  the  great 
majority  of  those  in  use  in  the  Ro^al 
Navy  were  produced  by  various  English 
firms,  two  of  whom  also  supplied 
Cavalry  swords.  Of  the  firms  referred 
to  only  one  now  survives.  The  testa 
fov  cutlasses  differed  from  those  for 
swords  be<»iuBe  the  blades  were  of  dif- 
ferent pattern.  Last  year  fiO  cutlasses 
were  taken  at  random  from  store  and 
were  subjected  to  a  severe  test  with 
satisfactory  results.  The  whole  will  be 
re-tested  as  soon  as  the  testing  of  the 
bayonets  is  completed. 

METROPOLIS— MEETINGS  IN  HYDE 
FABK. 

Mb.  ADDISON  aaked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  three  waggons 
were  brought  into  Hyde  Park  on  Sunday 
last;  whether  this  was  done  with  his 
sanotiDU ;  and,  wlietliLsr  it  is  proposed  to 


interfere  in  futuip  with  the  use  of  .tl^ 
Park  on  Sundays  by  the  admissioiu  of 

such  vehicles  ? 

The  SEOEETAEY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Ghxldbbs):  Yes,  Sir.  It  is  true  that 
tbree  waggons  were  brought  into  the 
Park  on  Sunday  last,  as  has  been  the 
custom  since  1884.  The  Office  of  Worke 
is  the  authority-  from  whom  sanction 
should  be  obtained.  I  am  told  that  on 
this  occasion  it  was  not  asked,  and  the 
waggons  were  admitted  on  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
police.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  Oi&ce  of 
Works  to  decide  what  rwnlatians  should 
be  adopted  in  future. '  But  I  approve  of 
the  aetion  of  the  police  officer  on  this, 
ocoanon. 


LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (ENGLAND)—  . 
PUBLIC  BXBCCTIONa  . 

Sib  JOSEPH  PEASE  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in 
the  public  prints,  that  a  baronet,  whose 
name  and  address  are  given,  has  been 
allowed  to  act  as  "  amateur  hangman  " 
at  one  or  more  recent  executions ;  whe- 
ther such  a  proceeding  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Home  Office  ;  and,  whe- 
ther remonstrances  hare  been  addressed 
to  the  parties  responsible  for  carrying 
out  the  sentence  of  death  in  the  .case  or 
cases  in  question  ? 

This  SECRETARY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Childehs)  :  lu  reply,  I  would  remind 
my  hon.  Friend  that  the  Home  Office  is 
not  responsible  for  the  oaraying  (jut  of 
the  sentence  of  death  in  any  mwhoi^ 
case.  That  duty  rests  with' wi^  ^fi^ 
Sheriff  of  the  (ibunty;  but 'tW!^«Qe 
Secretary  has  power  by  Btatute  to  nia^e 
provision  for  guarding  against  any  abtiee 
ui  the  mode  of  carrying  out  executjions. 
I'havo  had  no  official  correspondence  as 
to  theproceediiigs  ol'tlu^Buronet  reforrpd 
to ;  but,  to  guard  against  such  abuses  ia 
the  future,  I  havo  given  instrurtions  for 
the  issue  of  a  Circular  to  the  High 
Sheriffs  to  the  olfof  t  tliat  no  ptTSon  shall 
be  allowed  to  assist  the  hangman  except 
on  the  personaf  approial  of'^i^'^L^ 
Sheriff. 

Me.  O'KELLY  asked  whether  the 
Qovornmsnt  would  offer  a  permanent 
situation  to  the  person  in  question  ? 

[No  reply.] 

2  y  3 
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THE  EASTERN  TELEaRAPHCOilPANY. 

Mb.  HUTTON  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Oolonies,  Whe- 
ther, under  the  Oontract  of  the  19th 
Januarf  with  the  Eastern  Telegraph 
Company,  it  is  intended  that  the  British 
SettlementB  on  the  West  Ooaat  of  Africa 
shall  contribute  any  portion  of  the 
annual  subsidy  of  £19,000  to  be  paid  to 
that  Company ;  and,  if  there  is  such  in- 
tention, what  proportion  or  sum  is  to  be 
contributed  by  each  of  the  fire  Settle- 
ments named  in  the  Contract  ? 

Tbb  UNDEB  BECBETABT  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Opborne  Moboan)  :  I  am 
informed  that  the  West  African  Colonies 
are  to  contribute  £5,000  a  year  to  the 
subsidy  in  queation,  and  the  Colonial 
Office  proposes  that  this  contribution 
should  be  divided  among  the  four  Colo- 
nies Sierra  Leone,  Gambia,  Gold  Coast, 
and  Lagos  on  the  following  scale  roughly 

Eroportioned  to  their  revenues:— Sierra 
leone,  £1,300;  Gambia,  £500;  Gold 
Coast,  £2,200 ;  Lagos,  £1,000.  The  fifth 
Settlement  mentioned  in  the  contract  is 
the  Niger  territory ;  but  there  can  be  at 
present  no  question  of  its  contributing 
towards  the  subsidy,  as  no  system  of 
government  or  revenue  has  yet  been 
established  there.  The  contribution  of 
£5,000  fVom  the  four  Colonies  lias  been 
fixed  irrespective  of  any  sum  which  may 
hereafter  be  received  on  account  of  the 
Niger  territoxy. 

INDIA  (FINANCE,  &o.)-DEPREOIATION 
OF  THE  RUPEE. 

Colonel  HTTGHES-H  ALLETT  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether,  as  the  oontract  rates  of  pay 
for  the  Civil  and  Military  Servants  of 
the  Crown  in  India  were  originally 
fixed  at  a  time  when  the  rupee  was 
worth  two  shillings,  whereas  now  its 
exchangeable  value  has  fallen  to  one 
shilling  and  sixpence,  a  depreciation  of 
twenty-five  per  cent.,  and  may  possibly 
fall  still  lower,  the  Government  will 
take  into  consideration  the  justice  and 
necesdiT'  of  affording  compensation  in 
some  way  to  Civil  and  Military  officers 
in  India  for  the  very  heavy  losses  in- 
curred  by  them  in  all  their  remittances 
to  thii  Conntry  ? 

Thb  under  8ECRBTART  of 
STATE  (Sir  Uohthto  Kat-Shuttle- 
voxaa) :  It  is  only  natural  to  feel  sym- 
pathy with  avil  and  Military  offioerB  in 


India  who  have  to  send  private  remit- 
tances home,  and  who  lose  by  the  tall  in 
the  relative  value  of  the  rupee.  But 
any  change  could  only  be  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  Indian  taxpayer,  who 
already  has  to  contribute  towards  the 
additional  charge  of  £3,000,000  sterling 
falling  annually  on  the  Indian  Exche- 
quer in  consequence  of  this  altered 
value  at  silver.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment can  hold  out  no  hope  that  salaries 
will  be  increased  for  such  reasons  as  the 
hott.  and  gallant  Member  puts  for- 
ward. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE-COMPENSATK^N 
TO  SEAMEN  WITNESSES. 

Mb.  £ING  asked  the  Fresideot  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  seamen  or  officers  detained 
from  sailing  wiUi  their  ships  by  order 

of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  order  to  give 
evidence  on  inquiries  into  marine  acci- 
dents or  casualties,  are  only  recompensed 
for  the  lose  of  their  wages  until  the  ter- 
mination of  their  evidence,  and  are  then 
left  adrift  without  any  oompensation  for 
the  loss  of  their  voyage,  and  posubly 
their  employment ;  and,  whether  steps 
cannot  be  taken  to  remedy  this  ia- 
jufitioe  ? 

Tbe  PEESIDENT  (Mr.  Mufdklla)  : 
Sir,  I  find  it  is  the  practice  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  detain  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  as 
witnesses  for  inquiries  into  shipping 
casualties,  and  notiiing  is  paid  uiem 

:  beyond  an  allowance  during  the 
period  of  detenUon.  The  Board  are 
aware  that  fbe  detention  of  a  seaman 

:  occasionally  results  in  the  loss  of  voyage ; 
but  they  endeavour  to  avoid  as  much  as 
possible  taking  seamen  out  of  their 
ships  for  the  purposes  of  an  inquiry. 
I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to 
compensate  witnesses  for  consequential 
loss  incidental  upon  the  discharge  of 
civic  duties. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY— 
OLOTHINO  OONO^CTrS. 

Mb.  MUBPHT  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lientenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  the  contracts  for  the 
clothing  of  the  Boyal  Irish  Constabalary 
are  advertised  in  the  DnbHn  papers  ;  U 
not,  would  he  state  on  what  grounds; 
how  tbe  selection  of  manufaoturers  is 
made ;  to  whom  tender  forms  for  Aeee 
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contracts  are  seat ;  and*  if  it  hsM  been 
cjuBidered  that  six  days  is  a  Buffioient 
notice  of  the  contracts  ? 

The  SEORETAET  of  STATE  for 
WAE  (Mr.  OAMPBELL-B^urasBUAN) :  As 
the  contracts  for  the  Ck>n8tabular7 
clothing  are  made  by  the  War  Of&ce,  I 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  answer 
this  Question.  It  has  not  been  the 
practice  in  recent  years  to  advertise 
contracts  for  clothing  of  the  Boyal  Irish 
Constabulary  in  the  Dublin  papers, 
but  to  invite  tenders  from  certain 
Bnglieh  firms  and  from  all  manu- 
facturers of  clothing  in  Ireland  who 
are  known  to  the  "War  Department 
as  likely  to  undertake  such  contracts. 
I  am  told  that  advertisement  has  been 
tried  and  found  to  produce  no  competi- 
tion beyond  that  resulting  from  the 
method  of  tender.  On  one  occasion 
tender  forms  were  sent  to  12  English 
and  three  Irish  firms,  of  whom  two  Eng- 
lish and  two  Irish  firms  tendered.  I  shall 
be  happy  to  give  the  names  to  the  hon. 
Member  if  he  desires  it.  The  usual  in- 
terval between  the  issue  of  tender  forms 
and  the  date  fixed  for  their  return  is  10 
days ;  but,  owing  to  urgency,  it  was  on 
this  occasion  six  days,  and  X  understand 
that  no  complaints  on  the  subject  was 
made  by  any  of  the  Irish  firms  who  in- 
spected the  patterns  with  a  view  to  ten- 
dering. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR:  Are  the 
patterns  to  be  seen  in  Dublin  as  well  aa 
in  London  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN: 
I  gather  from  the  information  suppUed 
to  me  that  that  is  so,  for  I  read  that  the 
patterns  were  seen  in  London. 

CHINA— THE  CHEFOO  CONVENTION— 
THE  OPIUM  DUTIES. 
Sir  JOSEPH  PEASE  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  the  late  Convention  or 
.Treaty  with  China  on  the  Opium  Duties 
has  been  ratified ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
he  is  able  to  state  the  reaaoa  for  the 
delay? 

TheUNDER  SECRETARTofSTATE 
(Mr.  Bryce)  :  The  ratifications  of  the 
Agreement  have  not  yet  been  exchanged 
owing  to  the  Chinese  ratification  not 
having  yet  arrived  in  this  country.  We 
are  informed  that  it  has  been  signod  by 
the  Empreas  of  China,  and  t)Mb  it  wiU 
be  brought  to  England  by  the  new 
Ohiuese  Minister. 


FOEEIQN  CUSTOMS  BEaULATIONS. 

Mr.  HANBURY  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
What  instructions  are  issued  to  Her 
Majesty's  representatives  Abroad  with 
reference  to  furnishing  immediate  Re- 
ports on  the  frequent  changes  in  Foreign 
Custom  House  regulations  and  judicial 
decisions  affecting  matters  of  quarantine 
and  tariff ;  upon  what  principle  notices 
of  such  new  regulations  or  decisions  are 
published,  or  not  published,  in  Th« 
Gazette ;  and,  whether  the  Government 
will  take  steps  to  secure  to  the  public 
fuller  and  more  regular  information  on 
such  subjects  by  circulating  all  auoh 
Reports  without  delay  amoi^  the  va- 
rious Chambers  of  Commerce  r 

TheUNDER  SECRETARTofSTATE 
(Mr.  Brtce)  :  The  instructions  to  Her 
Majesty's  Representatives  abroad  on 
the  subject  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber are  to  transmit  at  onoe  to  the  Foreign 
Office  all  announcements  respecting 
these  matters.  The  Foreign  Offioe  for- 
wards these  documents  as  soon  as  they 
are  received  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
that  Department  takes  such  steps  as 
seem  necessary  in  each  instance  to  make 
the  announcements  known  to  the  public 
and  to  persons  interested.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  will  give 
his  best  attention  to  any  representations 
which  may  be  made  to  him  with  a  view 
to  give  greater  publicity  to  these  Re- 
ports. KnA.  I  may  add  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  very  shortly  after 
their  accession  to  Office,  gaTe  directions 
that  the  whole  subject  ofobtaining  and 
making  known  information  received 
from  Her  Majesty's  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Agents  abroad  should  be  in-, 
quired  into  with  a  view  to  its  being 
turned  to  the  best  account  and  pub- 
lished at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

PUBLIC  MEETINGS-DISLOTAL  MEET- 
ING AT  THE  CRITERION  RESTAU- 
RANT. 

Mr.  BAUMANK  asked  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  Whether  it  is  true,  as  reported 
in  The  Morning  Pott  of  the  25th  instant, 
that  he  and  the  Undersecretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  were  present 
at  a  banquet  to  the  labour  representa- 
tives in  Parliament,  given  at  the  Cri- 
terion Restaurant  on  the  24th.  instant, 
at  which  Uie  health  of  Hei  Gracioua 
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Majesty  the  Queen  was  received  with 
"hissing,  which  was  received  with  greater 
vehemence  when  about  one-third  of  the 
companj  rose  to  honour  the  toast ; "  and, 
if  true,  whether  he  and  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
being  Members  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, remained  in  the  room  without 

Sroteating  against  such  disgraceful  and 
isloyal  exMbition  ?  Before  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  answers  the 
Question,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  follow- 
ing Question  on  the  same  point,  of  which 
I  nave  given  him  private  Notice : — 
"Whether  he  has  read  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  dinner  in  question  which 
appeared  in  TJit  Pall  3fall  Oazettf,  on 
the  2dth  instant,  and  whether  he  will 
say  that  such  account  is  untrue : — 

"  Lord  Hobhouse  rose  again,  and  in  the  good 
old-faahioned  vay  began — '  There  ia  one  toast, 
gentlemen,  which  in  every  aasembly  of  Gngliah- 
men'— — whea  he  was  itopped  by  a  diatinot 
oBfcbont  ol  diaaent.  He  pEooe«ded,  however, 
to  aav  that  Her  Miy«aty*a  core  for  her  aubjecta, 
and  her  faithful  and  unremitting  attention  to 
the  dntiea  of  her  exaKed  poMtion,  entitled  her 
to  the  respect  and  affeetioa  ot  Bngliahioen 
everywtiara.  Thia  waa  accompanied  a  mn- 
nlsg  fire  of  hiaaea  and  ezpoatulatory  cries  of 
'  No ; '  and  when  the  toaat  vaa  drunk,  quite  a 
number  of  those  preaent  remained  leatea,  and 
ttie  biasea  were  both  lotnid  and  long  P  " 

And  I  beg  further  to  ask  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman— and  I  am  sure  he 
will  excuse  me  for  not  having  given 
Notice — "Whether  he  has  read  the  letter 
which  appeared  in  STie  Timn,  signed  by 
Oswald  J.  Simon,  son  of  a  well-tnown 
Member  of  Parliament,  who  was  pre- 
sent at  the  dinner,  and  who  says  that 
the  hisainff-was  loud  and  long,  and  that 
whole  tables  remained  seated  while  the 
toast  was  being  dmnk  ? 

The  ATTORNEy  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Charles  Hussell)  :  When  the  hon. 
Member  last  night  gave  Notice  of  this 
Question,  he  proposed  to  put  it  to  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, but,  learning  that  name  was 
coupled  with  the  Question,  I  represented 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  if  he  desired 
to  call  in  question  my  conduct,  a  Ques- 
tion ought  to  be  addressed  to  me,  so  that 
I  might  have  the  opportunity  of  answer* 
log  it.  I  have  to  thank  the  hon.  Member 
for  recognizing  the  proprietyof  the  course 
which  I  suggested.  I  shall  answer  the 
Question  he  puts  to  me  categorically. 
It  is  true  that  I  was  a  guest  at  the 
banquet  given  on  the  26th  instant,  at  the 
(Mteribn,  to  eelebrftte  the  return  to  this 

Mr.  SaitmMn 


House  of  IS  hon.  Gentlemen,  who  are 
described  frequently  as  direct  repre- 
sentatives of  labour,  all  of  whom  I  be- 
lieve sit  on  Uiis  side  of  the  House.  I 
was  there  as  a  guest,  invited  as  sndi 
before  I  was  offered  the  position  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  fill.  I  wish  to  stats 
most  distinctly,  in  spite  tsS  the  state- 
ments which  the  hon.  Member  has  read, 
I  did  not  upon  that  oceamon  hear  any 
hissing  whatever.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  one  or  two  re- 
markable circnmstances  in  connection 
with  this  matter.  Z  am  eorry  to  bs 
obliged  to  admit,  from  the  statements 
made  to  me  by  hon.  Members  whom  I 
have  questioned,  that  undoubtedly  there 
was— I  greatly  regret  it — some  hissing. 
It  was  partial,  not  general,  and  not  sn^ 
as  to  cul  any  general  attention  to  it.  I 
had  previously  not  read  any  of  the  morn- 
ing papers  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
but  I  find  that  only  one  morning  paper 
— one  supposed  to  represeni  the  views 
of  hon.  Members  opp08ite~71«  Mternag 
p9tt,  contained  the  statement  that  hiesiBg 
took  place  on  the  proposal  of  tiie  health 
of  the  Queen.  I  6nd  that  while  I3ie  pro- 
ceedings were  reported  in  7^  Timet, 
Daily  Telegraph,,  Standard,  Dailf  Ifnet, 
Daily  Chronicle,  and  £cho,  no  reference 
is  made  in  any  of  these  papers  to  any 
hissing,  from  which  I  may  fairly  ask 
the  House  to  assume  that  it  must  have 
been  very  partial  and  confined  to  a  very 
limited  portion  of  the  company,  which 
numborad  some  200  or  300.  When  this 
Question  was  put  to  me,  I  at  once  com- 
municated with  Lord  Hobhouse,  who 
presided  on  the  occauon,  and  next  to 
whom  I  was  sitting,  and  he  has  assured 
me  that  he  heard  no  hissing  whatever. 
Since  I  came  into  the  House  to-day,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Burnley,  who  was 
sitting  on  the  other  aide  of  the  Ohair- 
man,  and  not  hx  from  him,  has  also 
assured  me  that  he  heard  none.  [Ur. 
Rtlahos:  Hear,  bear!]  That  being 
the  state  of  the  case,  X  hope  I  have 
made  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House 
that  the  statemeuts  referred  to  have 
been  grossly  exaggerated.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  also  asks  whether  I  have 
read  the  accoant  in  the  JPallMaU  OnetU. 
Having  received  Notice  of  thia  Question, 
I  did  read  the  aooonnt  in  7^  MetU 
6fMsti»,  and  I  will  say  of  it  that  H  does 
not  purport  to  be  an  ordinary,  ^y,  and 
Mstorical  aeoount>  «o  to"  apeak,  of  tfce 
proceedings,  bvt  parfaOoM  ^  tk  UglAj 
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sensational  oharaoter.  And  I  hare  no 

hasitatioa  in  saying  that,  judging  by 
my  own  obsevvation,  it  has  been  greatly 
exaggerated,  and  does  not  truly  repre- 
sent what  occurred  on  this  occasion.  I 
hope  that  the  House  will  think  that  I 
have  fully  and  satisfaotorily  answered 
the  Quesuoiu. 

LA.W  AND  JUSTICE— MURDER  OF 
POLICE  CONSTABLE  HINE  AT  FENNY 
COMPTON. 

Mb.  OOBB  asked  Uie  Seoretur  ot 
State  for  the  Horns  Department,  Whe- 
iher  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
marder  of  Police  Constable  Hine  at 
Fenny  Oompton ;  aakd,  whether  the  0o- 
Terament  will  offer  a  reward  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  the  murderev  or  mur- 
derers ? 

The  SBOBETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
CEtL£>XBa) :  No,  Sir ;  my  attention  has 
not  been  called  officially  to  the  murder 
of  this  pohce-eonstable.  It  will  be  for 
.the  Looal  Authorities  to  more  first  in 
Buoh  a  matter^  Thwe  are  grave  objee- 
tiona  to  a  too  liberal  o£Fet  of  GoTamment 
rewards. 

AltHT  (IKDIA)--mi)IAK  UILITABT 
LEAVE. 

Mn.  8HIRLET  asted  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India,  Whether  pro- 
posals were  made  by  Lord  Ripon'a  Indian 
Government,  and  agreed  to  by  the  India 
Office,  to  modify  the  Indian  Military 
leavo  rules,  and  to  arrange  that  in  future 
all  leare  shoold  count  for  pension ;  and, 
if  so,  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
communicating  this  decision  to  the  officers 
concerned? 

Thb  under  SEORBTABY  ■  OF 
STATE  ^ir  TTohteed  KAY-SBTTTTtB- 
WOBTH) ;  I  understand  that  the  delay  is 
caused  by  the  difficulty  of  settling  cer- 
tain important  points  inrolred  in  a 
change  m  the  military  leave  rales.  The 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
being  given  to  the  subject. 

POST  OFFICE-MAILS  BETWEEN 
GYPBUS  AND  ALEXANDRIA. 

Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies, Why  the  regular  weekly  mail  com- 
mnnica;tion  between  Cyprus  and  Alex* 
andria  was  puspwded;  and,  if  ;Eer 
Majesty's  Government  will  consider  the 
adTvahiUty  ol  reiestabli^faiog  it  in  order 


to  promote  the  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  that  island,  and  to  increase 
its  trade  both  with  0-reat  Britain  and 
Egypt,  and  so  frustrate  its  threatened 
diversion  to  the  Continent  of  Europe  by 
means  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the 
Austrian  Lloyds  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany ? 

The  under  SECRETART  op 
STATE  (Mr.  Osbobne  Moeoan)  :  The 
weekly  mail  communication  between 
Oyprus  and  Alexandria  was  discontinued 
at  the  end  of  1 884  because  it  cost  this 
country  £6,950  a-year,  and  only  brought 
in  ftb^^t  4.  m»-yfi9^  in  postage,  ,  ^ 
^et|ed  fpx,emd«-ha^^  and  jnvjalm 
the  Im  ™iQBffi^^  pet  total 
lofls  9f  apqut  #^8,O00.  ,  T^iQ.qiiflsliou  yf 
re-establishing  weekly  comfljn,nj^^k^B. 
between  Cyprus  and  Alexandria  on  mora 
rt.-;isouablo  ti.'rins  and  tlio  arguments  in 
favijur  of  milIi  communiciition  were 
brought  bufurd  the  lato  Board  of  the 
Treasury  by  the  late  Colonial  Seoretary ; 
but  the  Board  refused  to  sanction  any 
measure  being  taken  for  the  purpose, 
and  the  present  Board,  having  had  the 
matter  brought  under  their  notice,  ad- 
hered to  that  view.  With  regard  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  Question,  I  have  as^et 
no  information,  to  justify  the  conolusioa 
that  the  trade  of  Cypru^  is  diverted  %o 
the  Continent  of  Europe  by  means  of 
the  facilities  offered  hj  the  Austrian 
Lloyds  Company^  inasmuch  as  the  i;a- 

Sirt  and  export  trade  .  bet^^en  that 
land  and  England  continues  to  be 
carried  on  through  other  channela.  The 
direct  trade  of  Cyprus  with,  the  United 
Kingdom  never  exceeded  3 1  per  cent  of 
the  whole.  For  the  last  year  of  the 
subsidy  it  was  27  per  <)ent.   ,  ,  ■ 

ESTPLOTEES'  LIABILITY  ACT  —  to- 
DRED  LEGISLATION  IN  FOREIGN 
COUNTEIES. 

Mb,  W.  F.  LAWEENOE  asked  the 
Under  Seoretary  of  State  ff^r  Forejgn 
Affairs,  Whether  he.wiU  ascertain  at  an 
eady  date,  through  Her  M^eaty's  Re- 
proBontativfiB,  what  legislation,  if  any, 
akin  to  that  of  the  Employers*  liia^ility 
Aet  and  its  proposed  Extensiou  now 
obtains  in  the  oountrieB-of  France,  Qer- 
mauy,  Belgium,  Holland,  and  the  United 
States  of  Atnei^Ka.'  together  irith  tihe 
periods  during  which  suck  legislation 
has  been  in  foro^  ?  j  . ,  . , 

Thb   UNDEP  SjEOpETAEX 
STAX£  (&lr..^KC^  P  7he  sKoiitueBp pf 
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the  Nottoe  given  by  the  faon.  Member 
has  not  allowed  of  my  making  the  ne> 
oessary  inquiries  as  to  whether  the  in- 
formation he  requires  is  not  already  in 
the  possession  of  other  Departments  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  I  have, 
however,  opened  communications  with 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  Home  Office 
OD  the  subject,  and  should  we  not  al- 
ready possess  sufficient  information,  Her 
Uajeaty'fi  Bepresentatire  abroad  will  be 
directed  to  procure  and  supjdy  it. 

ARMT^PBINCE  HENBT  OF 
BATTENBERG.  . 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War,  Whether  the 
atatement  is  correct,  that  has  appeared 
in  Tk)  Times,  that  "Prince  Henry  of 
Battenberg  is  to  be  appointed  aOaptain 
in  the  Ist  life  Guards ; "  whether,  if 
ao,  he  will  be  required  to  pass  the  usual 
examinations  for  a  commission  in  the 
Army;  whether  the  rank  is  merely  hono- 
rary or  will  he  receive  the  pay  attached 
to  a  regimental  captaincy ;  and,  whether 
the  said  captaincy  will  be  an  additional 
one  to  the  usual  number  of  captaincies 
ot  the  regiment ;  and.  if  not,  how  the 
question  of  the  right  of  the  officer  en- 
titled by  seniority  of  service  to  this  pro- 
motion will  be  met  ? 

Thb  SEORETABT  op  STATE  (Mr. 

OAHFBELL-BAinTERMAK)  :    No,   Sir ;  no 

snch  proposal  has  been  brought  before 
tiie  Secretary  of  State. 

LAW  AUD  JUSTICE  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)— THE  NEW  MAGISTRATES. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEBE  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  Beturn  of  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been 
appointed  magistrates  in  counties  and 
boroughs  during  the  tenure  of  office  of 
the  late  Government  ? 

Thb  SECRETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Cbildbrs)  :  I  see  no  objection  to  laying 
Buoh  a  Return  on  the  Table,  and  I  will 
give  instmctions  for  its  preparation  im- 
mediately. 

EGYPT— OPERATIONS  IN  THE  SOUDAN. 

Mr.  O'KELLY  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  he  will  take 
st^  to  prevent  any  British  Troops 
being  vapojeA  in  the  proposed  re- 
oecupation  of  Dongcda  ? 

Mr.  SrjfM 
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Tkb  SEOBETABT  07  STATE  {Mx. 
Oakfbbui-Bamn XBimr) :  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  is  any  ground  ior  the  appm- 
henuons  o£  the  hon.  Member. 

LAW  ATSD  FOLICE-EUFLOYMENT  OF 
A  BLOODHOUND  IN  PURSUIT  OF 

POACHERS. 

Mb.  SAUNDERS  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  If 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  an  ad- 
rertisement  in      AVM  for — 

*'A  keeper's  aig:ht  do^,  bull  and  mastiff; 
must  be  a  stroog,  powerful  dog,  and  thoroughlj 
traioed  to  hunt  a  man  by  fceat  and  catoh  him ; 
trial  required.   Address,  ftc. ; 

and,  whedier  such  use  of  a  dog  is  law- 
ful? 

The  SECBETABY  ov  STATE  (Mr. 
Obllders)  :  Tht  Field  newspaper  is  not 
taken  in  at  the  Home  Office,  and  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  seeing  the  adverttee- 
meot,  which  appeared  three  weeks  ago, 
until  the  hon.  Member  kindly  sent  it  to 
me.  I  believe  that  suoh  use  of  a  dog  aa 
ia  apparently  intended  would  be  eontwy 
to  law. 

HIGH  COUET  OP  JUSTICE- THE  BAR 
LIB&ABY  IN  THE  L&W  OODBXS. 

Mr.  ABTHUB  O'OONNOB  asked 
the  8eorotary  to  the  Treasaryt  If  he  will 

bring  to  the  notice  of  the  First  Oommis- 
sioner  of  Works  the  desirability  of 
having  the  Bar  Library  in  ^e  Iaw 

Courts  lighted? 

Thb  LORD  of  the  TEEASUBY  (Mr. 
LET£80jf  GK)Wrr)  (who  replied) :  It  is 
intended  in  the  coming  Estimates  to  ask 
for  a  sum  of  £400  for  the  electric  lighting 
of  the  Bar  Library  in  the  Law  Courts ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  money  is  granted  the 
work  will  at  once  be  taken  in  hand. 

PABLIAMENTABY  REPRESENTATION 
IN  THE  COLONIES  — COLONIAL 
VOTERS. 

Sir  OEOBOE  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  If  he  can  state  the  population 
and  the  number  of  voters  (under  the 
moat  recent  constitution)  of  each  of  the 
following  classes  in  the  Colonies  of 
Natal  and  Jamaica,  viz.:  Persons  of 
European  and  Creole  blood,  of  Tniiiyi^ 
blood,  and  of  African  blood  ? 

The  UNDEB  SECBETABY  of 
STATE  (Mr.  OsboiuA  Moxoair):  la 
Natal  the  Betunu  for  I8S4  ahttw  a  total 
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popuktioK  of  424,000;  of  these  35,000 
are  Whites,  27,000  Coolies,  and  369,000 
native  Afrio&ns.  The  total  numbw  of 
electors  is  6,730,  but  I  Am  unable  to  say 
what  proportion  is  to  be  assigned  to  each 
class  of  tbe  population.  In  Jamaica,  of 
a  total  population  of  580,000  aocording 
to  the  Census  of  1881,  14,000  are  stated 
to  be  Whites,  110,000  Coloured,  444,000 
Black;  Indian  Coolies  number  11,000. 
The  electors  number  9,298,  but,  as  in 
the  case  of  Natal,  they  oanaot  be 
classified. 

PARLIAMENT-PBOOBDURE— 
aUESTIONS. 

Captaiw  VERNEY  oaked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  will 
at  an  early  date  move  a  Besolution  em- 
bodyieg  the  suggestions  with  regard 
to  Questions  made  yesterday  by  Mr. 
^>eaker  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladbtonb)  !  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  take  oare  that  the  sug- 
gestions  Tvhioh  ytfo,  Sir,  -were  good 
enough  to  make  on  this  important  ques- 
tion from  the  Chair  shall  be  carefully 
considered  by  the  Committee,  and  I 
hare  no  doubt  they  will  be  considered 
iritk  all  the  respect  that,  con&ing  from 
such  a  source,  they  must  necessarily 
o(wnand. 

PXTBLIC  MEETINGS-SPEECH  OF  LORD 
RANDOLPH  CHOEOHILL  AT  BEL- 
PAST. 

Loud  RANDOLPH  CHURCHUX 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Whether  he  will  arrange  that  the  Mo- 
tion of  the  honourable  Member  for 
Sligo,  which  ho  has  put  down  as  an 
Amendment  on  going  into  Supply  to- 
night, shall  come  on  for  early  disous- 
sioD  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone):  WeE,  Sir,  that  is  an  ad- 
dition to  the  Question  which  will  be  em- 
braced in  the  answer  I  have  to  make. 
Looking  to  the  state  of  the  Paper,  it  is 
perfectly  possible  that  the  question  may 
be  raised  to-night ;  but  I  am  bound  to 
say,  having  considered  the  question 
whether  the  Qovernioent  time  should  be 
given  for  such  a  purpose,  that,  while  I 
am  very  sensible  of  the  motives  which 
lead  the  noble  Lord  to  desire,  quite  legi- 
timatdy,  I  think,  that  an  tfany  oppor- 
tamtiy  ahoold  be  takau  to  diaonsB  iha 


Motion,  and  that  it  ehould  oouq  on  at  a 
time  wh«n  a  deoiaicm  may  be  arrived  at. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  a  matter  with  which 
the  Government  can  interfere  by  sur- 
rendering a  portion  of  its  time. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  state  that  I 
do  not  intend  to  call  attention  to  this 
questicm,  except  in  such  a  manner  and 
at  suoh  a  time  as  will  enable  me  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  nptm  it. 

THE  LAND  LAWS-LEGISLATION. 

VisoouifT  EBEINGTON  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
the  Government  will  introduce  before 
Easter  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  registra- 
tion, transfer,  and  devolution  of  land  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  :  The  whole  question  em- 
braced in  these  particulars  is  imder  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ;  but  the  Lord  Chancellor  is  not 
able  at  this  moment  to  eay  at  what  time 
he  can  introduce  a  Bill,  nor  has  he  yet 
determined  whether  he  shall  advise  the 
Ghivemment  to  do  so. 

PABLXAMEKT— ABRAKGEMENT  OF 
BUSINESS. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
asked  the  First  Lord  ef  the  Treasury, 
What  would  be  the  Business  on  Monday 
after  Supply  was  disposed  of,  and  what 
would  be  the  Business  on  Thursday  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Glahstoke),  in  reply,  said,  that  tbe 
Votes  that  r«naiaed  to  be  taken  would 
probably  occupy  all  Monday  evening. 
On  Thursday  the  new  Oivil  Service  Ssti- 
matea  would  be  taken,  and  on  the  Mon- 
day following  ha  hoped  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates would  be  taken. 

ORDERS  OF  TSE  DAY. 


BUPPLY-COUJUTTEE. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 

Chair." 

UETBOPOLIS  —  THE  UETftOPOLITAN 
POLIOE  FORGE-ORGANIZATION. 
BESOLUTION. 

Me.  JAMES  STUART,  in  rising  to 
oall  attention  to  the  disturbanow  of  tiie 
peace  in  the  MetrofoUa  ^and  to  iapv*» 
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"3%at,  ia  the  opiskoLof  iUB  Houw,  no  re- 
f  oim  of  the  admimiitratian  Mid  oiganiiatioo  of 
the  Melropolitaa  Police  Force  viiU.  ho  satisfac- 
tory unleBS  provision  is  made  for  such  reform 
of  the  goTemmetit  of  the  Metropolis  as  will  io- 
snie  to  repareeentativee  of  the  tatepRyen  of  the 
Metropolii  a  direat  control  CTer  theit  own 
police," 

said,  he  had  to  apologize  for  the  neoes- 
Bily  of  bnngmg  forw«ord  ft  Uotion  of 
that  cbaraoterin  the  House  of  CommonB. 
The  Metropolis,  however,  had  no  Be- 
presentattTe  Body,  and  they  were  there- 
fore obliged  to  put  many  Questions  to 
Ministers  and  Notices  on  the  Orders  of 
the  Day  which  ought  not  to  occupy  the 
time  of  this  House,  and  which  the  Hout e 
Taa  not  at  all  well-qualified  to  deal  with. 
In  bringing  forwud  thai  subject,  be 
would      at  the  outset  there  was  very 
little  in  the  evidence  taken  by  the  late 
Oommittee  of  Inquiry  tiiat  was  sot 
summed  up  in  the  Beport.    Ho  bad  no 
iutentioii  to  give  any  Party  complexion 
to  the  question  he  was  raising  ;  but  be 
muet  say  it  seemed  clear  to  him  that 
there  was  one  thing  that  was  perhaps 
made  more  clear  by  the  evidence  than 
it  was  by  the  Beport,  and  that  was  that 
bis  right  boc.  Frienid  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Departmeat  (Mr. 
Obildera)  was  not  at  all  to  blame  for 
vhai  had  occurred  in  London  on  the  6th 
instaat.     The  right  bon.  Qeatleman 
I»aotieally  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
Office  OIL  the  Monday,  and  by  midday  he 
bad  dose  all  that  any  other  Home  Se- 
ecetuy  bad  done— namely,  iaqvired  if 
tba  amtngiimedts  pirovlding  for  possible 
contiBgendw  vere  oooipletB  and  suffl- 
oi«it    He  had  made  wbat  certainly 
seemed  to  be  a  rathev  perfunctory  in- 
qjtity  i  but  no  further  or  more  particular 
inquiry  had  generally  been  made  hy  any 
Home  Secretary  in  the  experience  of  the 
late  Qhief  Commiseioneor  of  the  Force, 
Colonel  HendereoD.   It  was  stated  that 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Home  Offioe 
to  alter  Say  arrangements  that  were 
submitted  1^  t^e  Chief  Commissioner ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Home  Office 
nejet  did  bo.   That  might  be  an  unfor- 
tunate condition  of  circumstances ;  it 
might  be  an  error,  or  it  might  not ;  but 
if  it  was  it  was  one  of  system,  and  was 
not  to  be  charged  on  the  Home  Seore- 
taiy,  who  had  been  only  two  hours  at 
the  Office.  The  evidence  showed  ooDclu- 
nvel^  Ibat  thAre  was  a  greirt  want  6f 
effloiaaty  in  th»  dtraotidn  and  orgebt^a- 
tiob  of  tbe  Peliw  Foroe  ia  LomMi, ;  and 

Jfi*.  Jim$$  Stuart 


it  was  to  be  trusted  that  not  only  would 
the  administiation  and  oz^aniBaiicm  of 
the  Metropcditan  Police  be  savestigated, 
but  that  it  would  also  be  thoroughly  re- 
formed.   He  bad  nothing  to  say  against 
the  conduct  orbebaviourof  the  ordinary 
poHoe'Constables  ;  but  be  considered 
that  among  the  superior  officials  of  the 
Metropolitan  Force  tbere  bad  long  been, 
and  still  was,  a  grievous  want  of  orga- 
nizf^on  and  of  attention  to  daty,  as 
well  as  of  ability  to  know  bow  to  fulfil 
the  dtttsM  imposed  upon  them.  He 
trusted  the  inquiry  to  be  made  would 
a  ooraplete  and  ttiorougb  one  ;  ^at  no 
branch  of  the  Force  wotdd  be  omitted, 
sad  that  no  aeandal  would  be  huibed 
up.  He  sprained  from  cotnment^g  on 
the  oandition  of  tlbS'  polioe,  beeause  li« 
jfelt  -eonAdant  that  an  inquiry  directed 
by  the  premti  Hobib  &MMtaKf  w«uld 
be  cMaplete  and  exbaoative,  for  his  right 
bon.  Friend  was  new  to  tbe  Office,  and 
could  not  yet  have  fallen  into  tbe  toils 
of  the  officials.    As  to  tfae  composition 
of  the  crowds  in  the  .gatherings  tht^  bad 
ooourred,  wild  statementa  bad:  beesi 
made.    Thfij  beard  very  little  about  red 
flage  being  waved  when  the  Oonsecra- 
tive  Party  were  in  power,  and  they  saw 
very  little  of  them  when  the  Liberal 
Party  were  in  power,  a&d,  as  reprment* 
ing  one  of  the  most  absolutely  work- 
ing-men constituencies  in  liondon,  they 
might  allow  him  to  say  that  be  bdlieved 
that  tbe  wwking  men  of  the  Metropolis, 
whether  emjdoyed  or  unem{dQyed,  vara 
as  orderly  adPtd  law-al»ding,  nay,  w«t« 
as  wUIing  and  able  to  share  in  the  ^ 
vemnwnt  of  this  great  Metropolis  witb, 
justice  and  suooess  as  any  other  portioa 
.  of  the  community.    His  Resolution  was 
so  worded  as  not  to  reflect  upon  any 
person,  and  not  even  upon  tbe  police. 
There  were  two  other  points  to  which 
be  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  which  were  patent  to  every- 
one, frotn  the  Report.   Tbe  first  was, 
that  there  was  no  proper  control  over 
the  Police  Forceof  London,  for  the  Home 
Office  exercised  a  most  ineffioieint  and 
superficial  control  ovef  it,  and  tbe  wly 
way  in  which  tbe  Home  OflSoe  could 
exercise  a  control,  wbi(^  w«a  anything 
but  the  control  of  permanent  officials, 
was  through,  and  by,  the  inquiry  and 
autbority  of  the  House  «f  Oowuuhm. 
The  other  point  was,  that  the  Hot«e^«f 
<k>mmons  was  loaded  with  tbe  respoaM- 
bUityof  ttbat      might  c^ll  being  the 
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VeHtry  foi*  London.  They  had  that  day 
'been  oooupied,  and  had  frequently  heen 
occupied  be^o^e,  as  they  mt^t  be  in  the 
future,  vith  buBinesa  tbat  ought  to  fall 
upon  the  Vestry,  or  Municipality,  or 
mere  Watoh  Committee  of  London,  and 
that,  to  a  Teiy  great  extent,  to  the 
detriment  of  Imperial  inteTeeta.  He 
thought  it  was  a  shame  that  that  House, 
wbiefa  had  for  its  primary  duty  the  con- 
sideration of  those  interests,  should  be 
required  to  fal61  the  duties  of  a  Watrh 
Committee  for  Lon^n,  aa  it  vas  called 
npon  to  do  in  the  {wesent  case.  The 
Zjondotk  Police  vera  paid  for  by  the  rate- 
payers of  the  Metropolis  in  as  laree,  or 
eren  larger,  a  degree  than  in  any  large 
town  in  England,  and  yet  there  was  not 
a  shadov  of  control  exercised  over  them 
except  by  the  authority  of  the  Home  of 
Oommons,  vhich  fae,  lor  one,  could  not 
look  irpon  as  being  in  any  way  efficient 
for  the  purpose.  He  oould  not  for  a 
moment  conceive  how  it  could  be  ex- 
pected that  Members  of  that  House, 
who  came  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
ehould  understand  the  affairs  of  the 
Metropolis,  of  which  many  Members 
who  lived  in  it  themselves  were  abso' 
lately  ignorant,  or  how  they  could  be 
thought  to  be  efficient  controllwa  of  the 
m^iee  of  London.  On  the  oootrary,  it 
frequently  happened  that  the  eonse- 
qvene«  or  the  abmnce  of  municipal  con- 
trol orer  the  police  was,  that  whenever 
a  riot  or  disturbance  ooeunred  ii>  was 
always  made  nse  of  as  a  aticlt  to  wallop 
the  Party  in  power,  and  tbue  a  poHtioal 
aspect  was  given  to  the  occurrence  which 
it  had  no  nght  to  assume.  This  qnee- 
tion  of  the  control  of  th«  poUce  was 
really  a  part  of  the  great  question  of  the 
government  of  the  Metropolis,  and  it 
was  high  time  for  that,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  that  the  House  had  brought 
before  it  by  the  Government  in  power 
some  proper  and  feasiblo  scheme  for  the 
gOTernment  and  regulation  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Metropolis.  Butfortheintrmation 
g^veu  by  the  (Government  a  few  nights 
ago,  he  diould  have  given  a  wider 
scone  to  his  Motion.  He  protested 
against  the  control  ezerc4aed  by  the 
Hottia  Offia  over  the  polieat  and  ho 
hoped-  an  ^fort  wo«ld  at  ifmgth  be  made 
to  place  the  oitizdns  of  -Iioadoii  in  pos- 
seeaioB  of  the  oontrol  of  their  police, 
which  was  the  greatest  guarantee  for 
good  order  and  seettrity.  In  a  vast 
of  popuMen'  tfa^sa-who  HeM  tiw 
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command  of  the  poKce  were  the  masters 
of  the  situation ;  and  it  was  time  that 
those  on  his  side  of  the  House  showed 
that  they  bad  sufficient  confidence  in  the 
people  of  Ijoodon  to  allow  them  to  have 
the  oontrol  of  their  police.  In  conclu- 
sion, he  begged  to  move  the  Eesolution 
that  stood  in  bis  name. 

Mr.  OBEMEB  seconded  the  Besolu- 
ti<m. 

Amendment  proposed, 
To  leave  out  from  the  word  **  That"  to  the 
end  of  the  QaesUon,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  no  r^rm  <tf 
the  sdminutratiln  and  oi^aaization  of  the 
Metropolitan  Polico  Force  will  be  satielaotory 
unless  provision  is  made  for  such  reform  of  the 
goverjimeDt  of  the  Ketropolia  aa  will  insuro  to 
representatiTea  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  Metro- 
polis  0  direct  control  over  their  own  police," — 
iMr.  Itmew  Stvart,) 

— ^instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Question." 

Lord  ALGBBNON  PERCY  said,  he 
trusted  the  House  would  not  adopt  the 
Besolation  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bhoreditoh  (Mr.  James  Stnart).  The 
ban.  Member  oecupied  a  considerable 
time  in  telling  the  House  that  he  was 
not  going  to  do  so,  and  then  {nrocssded 
to  maW  a  epseeh  Mi  the  govemiMat  of 
London ;  Iwt  he-  did  not  adranee  one 
single  argument  >n  support  the  great 
change  he  advocated,  nor  did  he  offer 
any  proof  that,  if  the  eontrol  of  the 
police  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Local 
Authoritaea,  or  in  the  bands  of  a  single 
Munioipalitf  of  the  Metropolis,  instead 
of  the  Home  OSee,  the  riots  would  not 
have  taken  place.  He  believed  him- 
self that  it  that  had  been  the  case,  the 
riots  would  have  been  worse.  At  the 
same  time,  he  blamed  the  Home  Office  for 
what  occurred,  though  he  did  not  make 
an  attack  upon  the  present  Home  Secre- 
tary, who  had  held  Office  too  tthort  a  time 
to  be  resjpORftible  for  the  riots.  It  eould 
not  he  said  that  the  police  was  anything 
hut  effldent ;  ixtdwed,  in  his  opinioo,  it 
was  a  most  able  and  effloient  xorce.  It 
was  tme  that,  on  the  occasion  of  these 
riots,  there  was  a  mteearriage ;  but  he 
eonteuded  that  it  was  doe  rather  to  par- 
ticular and  accidental  eiroumstances  man 
to  the  fault  of  Uie  police.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Shoreditch  had  stated  that 
the  House  sboald'  voir  be  oooupied  with 
'qoestiQaa'  of  ma^oaal  mpo»t«nce )  b^ 
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it  mufit  be  boEue  in  miad  that  the  peaca 
of  the  Metropolis  was  a  questioa  o£ 
national  importance ;  and^  even  if  there 
were  a  Municipality  of  London  and  a 
riot  occurred,  it  would  most  certainly 
form  a  subject  of  debate  in  tbe  House 
of  Commons.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  was  un- 
satisfactory as  regarded  the  conuec.ion 
of  the  police  with  the  Home  0$ce,  and 
he  did  not  think  the  case  had  been  much 
improved  by  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary,  or  by  the  promise  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a  De- 
partmental Inquiry  should  be  held 
into  the  oi^anization  of  the  police. 
The  Keport  excluded  the  subject  of 
the  composition  of  the  mob,  which  he 
thought  it  most  important  to  investi- 
gate ;  but  there  was  no  promise  that 
such  an  investigation  should  take  place, 
and  a  Departmental  Inquiry  on  the 
part  of  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  into 
his  own  responsibility  with  regard  to 
the  preservation  of  order  would,  he 
thought,  be  hardly  satisfactory  to  the 
country  at  large.  To  assist  him  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  called  in  cer- 
tain of  the  permanent  officials  of  the 
Home  Office,  and  he  (Lord  Algernon 
Percy)  was  bound  to  state  that  he  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Shoreaitch, 
that  when  permanent  officials  of  tbe 
Home  Office  inquired  into  the  respoDsi- 
bility  of  that  Office,  no  satisfactory  result 
could  be  arrived  at.  The  Beport,  more- 
over, appeared  to  be  somewhat  unfair. 
It  was  excessively  oondemnatoiy  of  the 
police ;  but  some  of  the  reasons  upon 
which  the  Beport  was  founded  were  cir- 
cumstances beyond  the  control  of  the 
police,  and  it  was  therefore  very  hard 
that  they  should  be  blamed  for  them. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  police  were 
entirely  and  alone  in  fault  on  the  8th  of 
February.  For  instance,  on  page  9  of 
the  Eeport  it  was  mentioned  that  there 
were  no  telegraphic  communications  be- , 
tween  the  police  in  certain  places  and 
Scotland  Yard;  but  there  was  no  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  Commissioners 
of  Police  had  tbe  power  to  establish  a 
telegraphic  system  between  Scotland 
Yard  and  dependent  districts.  The 
question  was,  who  was  responsible  for 
the  existence  of  such  a  state  of  things 
as  made  the  ocourrence  of  the  events 
at  the  8th  instant  possible  ?  It  seemed 
to  hun  that  the  Home  Office  was 


clearly  responsible  for  that  onaatiafac- 
tory  state  of  things ;  for  within  recent 
times  there  had  been  two  inquiries 
into  the  orgaoization  of  the  police, 
but  no  resulting  action  had  been  taken 
by  the  Home  Office.  Why  were  the 
recommendations  of  those  Committees 
not  carried  out  by  the  Home  Office  1 
The  fact  was  that  on  the  recent  occasion 
the  Police  Force  appeared  to  have  been 
lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  seourity^ 
owing  to  previous  demonstrations  having 
passed  oif  peaceably.  They  failed  to 
recognize  that  the  circumstances  were 
not  usual;  but  if  they  were  to  blame  in 
this  the  Home  Office  was  equally  so,  for 
the  Home  Office,  too,  laboured  under  a 
similar  misappreheasion,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  even  take  the 
precautions  adopted  by  his  Predecessors, 
in  similar  circunsstances,  and  arrange 
to  be  supplied  with  information  by  tbe 
police  from  time  to  time  during  the  day. 
His  Predecessors  had  generally  made 
arrangements  of  that  kind  on  extraordi- 
nary occasions.  He  might  instance  the 
case  of  the  Heform  Meeting  in  Hyde 
Park,  in  1884,  when  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Kxchequer,  who  was  then  Home 
Secretary,  and  his  right  hon.  Friend 
who  was  Home  Secretary  in  1875,  made 
arrangements  for  receiving  telegrams 
every  half-hour,  as  well  as  messages  at 
intervals  during  the  day.  The  House, 
he  thought,  ought  to  be  given  more  in- 
formation with  respect  to  the  treatment 
which  that  very  valuable  puHio  servant. 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson,  had  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  Home  Office  Authori- 
ties. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  yester- 
day expressed  some  amount  of  regret 
that  the  services  of  Sir  Edmund  Hender- 
son could  not  be  obtained  upon  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  did  it  not  strike  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  if  he  had  asked 
that  officer  to  reconsider  the  question  of 
bis  resignation,  until  after  the  inquiry 
had  taken  place,  instead  of  so  readily 
accepting  it,  he  would  have  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  assistance  upon  the  Com- 
mittee? The  precipitancy  with  which 
Sir  Edmund's  resignation  was  accepted 
seemed  to  give  some  idea  of  the  inten- 
tion of  makuig  him  a  scapegoat ;  and  he 
submitted  to  the  House  ^at  a  man  who 
had  80  well  served  his  country,  was 
entitled  to  better  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  the  Home  Secretary.  The  House 
might  well  turn  its  attention  to  the 
question,  whether  public  demonstratioDS 
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ought  not  to  be  controlled  to  a  greater 
extent  than  heretofore.  He  did  not  say 
that  they  onght  to  be  stopped  altoge- 
ther, altbougn  there  waa  far  lesB  reason 
for  holding  such  meetings  than  existed 
a  few  years  ago,  when  vorhing  men  had 
fever  means  of  making  their  wishes 
known.  But  it  was  a  question  for 
coDsideration  whether  processions  that 
monopolized  the  streets  should  be  per- 
mitted any  longer — whether  such  de- 
monstrations a3  that  of  February  8th 
should  be  allowed — for  he  had  received 
many  communications  from  many  trades- 
men complaining  that  when  these  de- 
monstrations took  place  their  trade  was 
materially  injured — the  fact  was  that 
London  submitted  to  mob  law  on  these 
occasions.  If  the  mob  behaved  quietly, 
well  and  good  ;  if  it  did  not,  the  House 
had  seen  what  was  the  result.  If  the 
House  chose  to  acknowledge  and  bow 
down  to  mob  law,  it  must  expect  to  see 
Tery  strange  things  from  time  to  time. 
The  kind  of  language  used  at  the  meet- 
ing in  Trafalgar  Square  had  been 
repeated  ;  and  the  law  ought  to  be 
amended,  so  as  to  bring  summary  pun- 
ishment upon  people  who  used  such  lan- 
guage, and  in  that  way  render  possible 
the  dealing  with  men  like  Messrs.  Burns 
and  Hyndman.  A  good  deal  had  been 
said,  of  late,  as  to  the  panic  that  prevailed 
among  the  public ;  but  if  there  really 
was  a  panic,  it  was  not  because  of 
the  mobs,  but  because  an  uncertainty 
existed  as  to  the  intention  of  the  0o- 
vemment  to  support  law  and  order  at 
all  hazards.  While  the  right  hon.  GJen- 
tleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  was  trying  to  prose- 
cute '  Messrs.  Champion,  Burns,  and 
Hyndman  for  the  j^fc  they  had  taken 
in  this  demonstration,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  Hie  Local 
Gbremment  Board  (Mr.  Ohamberlain) 
was  parleying  with  them,  and  the  Prime 
Minister,  through  his  Private  Secretary, 
was  expressing  nimself  ready  to  receive 
any  communications,  in  writing,  on 
their  behalf.  That  seemed  to  show  that 
the  present  Government  was  destined 
to  be  no  more  unanimous  than  its 
Liberal  Predecessor.  Unfortunately,  the 
past  actions  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  speeches  which  had  been 
delivered  by  some  Members  of  the  Go- 
Temment  contained  much  to  cause  such 
uncertainty.  OneMemberof  theGovem- 
ment  had  aetoaDy  been  subposBaed  by 


theSootalists  as  an  "expert  in  agitation." 
The  speeches  of  the  Soeialist  Leaders 
and  of  some  of  the  Members  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  so  similar  that 
it  was  difficult  for  the  non-legal  mind  to 
understand  how  it  was  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  waa  enjoying  the  sweeta 
of  Office,  while  the  Socialists  were  being 
tried  in  a  Oriminal  Court.  ["  Oh,  oh !  "  | 
One  of  the  Socialists  had  made  a  great 
point,  in  his  speech  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
of  the  fact  that  after  the  dynamite  scare 
Parliament  had  taken  immediate  action, 
the  deduction  being  that  if  they  pro- 
duced a  scare.by  riot,  action  would  again 
be  taken  by  Parliament.  The  speech  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  at  Dalkeith,  in 
1 879,  when  he  declared  that  the  blowing 
up  of  0erkenwetl  Prison  had  brought 
certain  matters  within  the  range  of 
practical  politics,  the  deduction  again 
clearly  being  that  if  the  Irish  com- 
mitted acts  of  violence,  the  attention 
of  Parliament  would  be  called  to  their 
demands.  Of  course,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman Jid  not  mean  to  urge  them  agun 
to  acts  of  violence,  but  the  result  was 
disorder,  and  disorder  that  went  for 
22  months  unchecked,  because,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  said,  at 
Liverpool,  to  have  stopped  the  agitation 
would  have  been  to  nave  checked  re- 
form. The  speech  of  Mr.  Burns  in  the 
the  Park  and  some  utterances  of  the 
President  of  the  Ijoeal  Government 
Board  about  the  murder  of  a  French 
Minister  at  the  time  of  the  French 
Bevolution,  read  line  for  line.  It 
would  be  excessively  interesting  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  would 
inform  the  House  and  the  trades- 
men of  the  Metropolis  generally  as  to 
the  amount  of  "ransom"  required  by 
the  persona  who  made  snoh  "  short  work 
of  private  ownership "  of  property  in 
South  Andley  Street,  and  so  thoroughly 
enjoyed  themselves  in  the  process,  be- 
cause the  inhabitants  would  then  know 
what  to  expect  under  the  circumstances. 
The  people  of  this  country  had  a  right 
to  demand  that  the  Government  would 
perform  that  which  was  the  first  duty 
of  a  Government — namely,  the  mainten- 
ance of  law  and  order;  and  that  they 
should  not  be  subject  to  a  repetition  of 
the  terrible  scenes  which  had  been  wit- 
nessed in  Ireland,  where  crime  had  been 
alloved  to  run  unoheeked,  and  where, 
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meat  celuaed  to '  enfioroe  the  Imr  oi  tke 
land. 

Mb..  HOWELL  said,  that,  in  hU  opi^ 
nion,  it  was  desiraMe  that  an  inrestiga- 
tion  should  take  place  into  the  character 
of  the  meeting  referred  to,  and  of  the 
men  who  called  it  together.  He  oon- 
tended  that  a  demonstration  need  not 
seoeasarily  be  the  prelude  to  a  rioff.  Thftt 
demoastraiionB  might  be  uaaocompaniad 
by  any  disorder  was  proved  by  the  erents 
of  July  31,1 684,  in  which  he,  along  with 
others,  was  personally  oonoemed,  when 
8  procession  of  120,000  men  passed 
through  the  streets  of  Londoo,  which 
were  Bned  by  760,000  people.  Yet  not 
a  window  was  broken,  not  a  person  was 
injured,  neither  was  there  a  flower 
trampled  upon.  One  reason  of  this  was 
that  the  men  who  were  responsible  for 
order  on  that  occasion  were  men  who 
had  the  confidence  of  the  working  men 
of  London.  They  were  not  in  the  pay 
of  the  Tory  Party,  which  now  oondemned 
the  late  riots.  Many  of  the  men^respon- 
sible  for  the  late  riots  were  hired  to  dis- 
turb publio  meetings  in  the  Uetropolis. 
They  were  enoouraged  to  create  an  as- 
aemblageef  persona  ia  Trafalgar  Square, 
which  it  was  known  would  probably  lead 
to  riots.  TlieTftwflreB0T6ralT6yy  ottiions 
oircunutanoes  about  the  matter.  The 
ric^  took  place  on  the  very  day  that  the 
Home  Secretary  came  into  Office ;  these 
meetings  of  the  unemployed  were  being 
oalled  together  in  various  parts  of  Lon- 
don about  12  months  ago,  and  were  con- 
tinued down  to  the  very  day  on  which 
the  liberal  Government  l^t  Office ;  as 
soon  as  the  Tory  Qovemment  came  in, 
last  June,  these  demonstrations  suddenly 
oeased,  and  although  the  distress  went 
on  aoeamnlating  nothing  more  was 
heard  of  them  until  the  Tory  Gtxrern- 
ment  left  Offloa  and  the  Liberals  re- 
turned to  power.  It  might  be  that 
there  were  reasons  for  this ;  and  he  be- 
lieved it  was  because,  during  the  time 
the  Tory  GhoTerament  acted  as  caretakers, 
thme  men  wwe  hired  by  the  Tory  Party 
in  varioiu  parts  of  the  oonntry  to  disturb 
the  {Maoe  and  order  oi  their  opponents* 
meetings ;  and  these  very  men,  as  aoon 
as  the  Liberal  Government  came  into 
power,  again  disturbed  the  publicp  eace 
by  calling  tumultuous  meetings  in  Tra- 
falgar Square.  It  was  exceedingly  eon- 
venient  for  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  to  ignore  altogether 


4h»  charboter  of  iht.  man  vh«  o^ed  Che 
meotings  together,  ajid  to  f adten  all  the 
blame  upon  the  Sociaijats.    He  (Mr. 
Howell)  had  no  sympdihj  with  the 
Socialists;  but  it  was  a.  aingular  £aot 
that  those  men  were  hired  by  the  Tory 
Party,  and  several  of  theoi  appeared  in 
Tariout  conetituenctea,  by  the  help  of 
Tory  znoney,  as  bogus  btbour  candidatm. 
He  would  like  to  see  a  Boyal  .Commis- 
sion appoiated ;  and  ke  hoped. tha^  jbr 
hia  own  s^,  the  Home  Seorataiy  watHA 
see  that  a  fall  and  complete  iavasti^ 
ti<m  waa  made,  not  only  as  to  Ui«  riotuig 
which  took  place,  but  as  to  the  ehfiraeter 
of  the  men  vho  oalled  the  meatiag  to- 
gether.   He  would  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  his  full  and  deetded 
ooncurrenoe  in  the  views  upon  the  sitb- 
ject  expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Shoreditoh  (Mr.  James  Stuart).   It  was 
his  firm  fionviotton  that  the  police  of  the 
MatropoUs  ought  Ho  be  under  the  ooa- 
trol  of  aduly  elected  Hojaieipal  Autho- 
rity.   The  Beport  of  ^e  Oommittee  did 
not  give  sufficient  clue  to  the  reason  why 
Sir  £dmund  Henderson's  resigaation 
was  tendered  and  so  hastily  flMoapt^d; 
but  it  waa  within  his  (Mr.  Howell's)  jb- 
coUeotioQ  that  aomething  like  preimire 
waa  hrooght  to  bear  upon  Sit  Edmund 
Handerson  to  renga  his  position  on  the 
oooaaion  of  th»  demonstr^on  in  Hyde 
Park,  in  1874,  not  beoanse  of  thetanwH, 
but  because  of  the  peaceable  charaoter 
of  the  proceedings.    Now  he  had  re- 
signed ms  position  the  Tory  Party^d  got 
up  a  mock  sympathy  with  regard  to  him. 

Mr.  BUKDETT  -  OOUTTS  said,  he 
did  Dot  propose  to  follow  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bethaai  Green  (Mr.  Howell)  into 
the  extraordinary  disclosures  he  had 
made  with  regard  to  the  dispositioii  of 
Tojty  money.  The  reason  why  he  (Mr. 
Bttrd^t-0<Httts)  ventured  to  address  the 
House  was  because  he  repreeeeted  a 
oonstitueney  which  lay  at  the  heart  of 
the  Metropt^B,  and  was  oontiguons  to 
those  seenes  of  disorder  whioh  were  the 
subject  ai  tiie  presrait  debate.  He  mi^t 
say,  in  answer  to  the ,  hon.  Meaabar  for 
Bethnftl  Green  in  this  ooBnactioA,  th»t 
he  waa  reminded  that,  in  hia  .small  eUc- 
toral  experience,  ho  had  anffved  great 
inccmremeDoe  at  the  handa  of  men  who 
certainly  acted  as  if  they  had  been  hired 
by  the  other  side.  He  wished  to  ask 
the  House  whether  they  were  satined 
with  the  way  in  which  this  inquiry,  had 
been  oonduoted,  aod  with  tbo  manikar  in 
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whioh  Bir  Edaiimd'Hradenon  Jnub  boea 
treated  ?  He  ventured  to-ihiolclihai  the 
Home  Secretar?,  in  tbe  whole  of  hie 
elaborate  etatement,  entirely  missed  the 
point  most  prominent  in  the  public  mind 
— namely,  what  part  the  right  faon. 
Gentleman  himseli,  tiie  Miniater  of  tbe 
Grown  reaponsiUe  for  the  safety  of  the 
MetH^Kdis,  {4ayod  in  thk  mattw?  The 
qustion  was,  how  far  had  he  accepted, 
ather  before  or  a^r  the  crept,  the 
responsibilitieB  attaching  to  his  high 
Office  —  responsibilitieB  rendered  the 
more  grave  by  the  fact  that  thia  was  no 
ordinary  demonsls-ation.  He  (Mr.  Btir- 
dett-Gontta)  was  aware  that  the  Ghief 
Gommiuioner  had  stated  that  it  had  not 
been  the  custom  for  the  Home  Seoretary 
to  give  n>ecial  instructions  with  regard 
i/i  these  demonstrations  ;  but  he  thought 
that  there  might  be  some  who  woidd  not 
accept  this  definition  of  the  functions  of 
the  Home  Office.  He  was  not  speaking 
of  instructions  in  detail  as  to  the  ma- 
nagement or  disposition  of  iha  Force ; 
but  be  thought  that  where  there  were 
special  oironnutanoes  attending  a  public 
meeting,  and  arising  from  pemUar  eon- 
ditioDS  which  were  known  to  lAie  public, 
aitd  which  were  altogether  exoeptioual, 
it  was  neoeeeary  for  the  Home  Office  to 
take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of 
giving  orders  for  more  or  lees  stringent 
measures  to  provide  against  an  out- 
break. There  were  several  oireumBtanoes 
which  should  have  led  to  an  amount 
of  attention  greater  than  ordinary  being 
paid  to  this  demonstration.  First,  there 
was  the  condition  of  large  masses  of 
people  in  this  city — a  o(»Dtdition  of 
tation ;  secondly  there  was  the  interne- 
cine oharaoter  of  the  demonstration. 
Again,  public  opinion  had  not  supported 
the  police  in  dealing  with  these  demon- 
stratiaM.  Fublio  opinion  had  been  very 
ddioatc  on  the  subject.  The  poHoe  had 
been  educated  up  to  beliere  that  they 
had  no  right  to  interfere,  or  even  to 
show  themselves,  and  the  slightest  at- 
tempt on  th«r  part  to  do  so  nad  been 
construed  into  an  attempt  to  coerce  the 
rights  of  popiilu-  demonstration  and 
free  speeoh — as  if,  indeed,  i^eeh,  be  it 
free  or  secreit,  which  led  directly  to 
outrage,  had  any  rights  at  all  in  a  civi- 
lized community.  It  had  grown  to  be 
a  custom  in  this  country  not  to  inter- 
fere with  these  demonstrations,  and  not 
to  have  a  sufficient  force  at  hand  to  keep 
order  if  disturbance  eboold  arise.  B' 


rested  on  ihe.HomeSeontary  tO'  Caai 
aside  thait  oidinanee  of  public 'opinion; 
and  give  support  and  authority  to  tiie 
police,  in  taking  preo&utioos  against 
violraioe.  It  had  been  left  to  the  event 
to  justify  them  in  doing  so.  If  they 
had  taken  the  matter  in  their  own  hauds^ 
and,  without  the  justifioation  of  these 
outrf^pes,  had  broken  a  few  heada  in 
Fall  Mall,  the  oooutry  would  hare  mag 
with  protests.  The  Home  Bectetanr,  U. 
anyone,  should  hare  foreseen  thia  diffi- 
culty in  which  the  police  were  placed  by 
custom  and  public  opinion,  and  not  have 
been  in  suoh  haste  to  abandon  Ukem, 
because  they  bad  not  done  what  he  him- 
self had  not  the  courago  to  tell  thui 
to  do.  If  the  light  hon.  Gentleman 
abnegated  his  authority,  and  became  a 
perfect  nonentity  in  such  oiroumstances, 
he  was  depriving  the  loitizens  of  that 
protection  which,  by  virtue  of  his  Office, 
be  was  hound  to  extend  to  them.  It 
was  the  da^  of  the  Home  Secretary  to 
take  such  an  iiutiative  as  would  enable 
the  police  to  aope  with  vioience.  It 
was  absnrd  to  talk  about  the  poliee 
being  demoralised  and  disorganiMd.  On 
Sunday  the  peliee  had  been  aUe  to  cope 
with  a  £ar  more  dangeroqa  crowd  than 
that  which  assembled  on  the  occasion  of 
the  riots.  The  police  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  exercise  foreeight,  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  ^f  the  Home 
Department  was  hxme^f  entirely  .blind 
to  the  course  of  eroits.  But,  although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  faiLed 
to  initiate  or  to  support,  he  had  shown 
an  extraordinary  promptitude  in  finding 
someone  to  blsme.  H«  (Bfr.  Burdett- 
Coutts)  complained  both  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  and  its  Beport.  He  knew  not 
what  right  this  Committee  had  to  in- 
vestigate the  queetian.  It  was  not  a 
Oommittee  appointed  by  that  House. 
Was  it  a  Gommittee  the  oompositioB  of 
which  die  House  would  f^prove?  He 
oould  blaim  to  speak  witb  a  free  hand, 
untrammelled  by  offlmd  oomtdevatioBB 
which  might  keep  the  Front'  Bench 
silent.  He  found  no  spewal  qualifica- 
tion in  any  Member  of  the  Gommittee 
for  passing  judgment  upon  so  difficult 
and  delicate  a  question  as  police  organi- 
zation, at  least  so  far  as  the  three  civilian 
Members  of  tiie  Gommittee  were  oon- 
oerned,  and  he  regretted  that  two  Mem- 
bers of  the  Farty  to  which  he  belonged 
had  consented  to  serve' upon  it,  especialiy 
when  it  was  prended-orer  by  the  Hoia? 
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Beeiret8T7  himself.  To  the  fourth  Mem- 
ber—Uie  most  distinguished  of  English 
soldiers,  and  a  man,  moreoTer,  of  sin- 
gular ferttlitj  and  breadth  of  mind — he 
found  this  objection — that,  being  im- 
bued vith  military  instincts  and  trained 
to  military  habits,  he  was  oalled  upon 
to  dende  on  a  purely  Oivil  Force.  As 
to  the  fifth  li^mber,  the  Home  Se- 
cretary himself,  the  objections  to  his 
sitting  on  the  Committee  were  dictated 
by  the  moBt  ordinary  considerations  of 
fair  play  and  justice.  He  would  not 
deal  in  detail  on  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Beport ;  but  its  cha- 
racter could  be  judged  from  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  Chief  Commissioner  should 
sit  in  Trafalgar  Square  in  a  cocked  hat 
for  the  crowd  to  jeer  at.  The  Home 
Secretary,  by  the  course  which  he  had 
adopted,  had  passed  an  emphatic  and 
wholesale  condemnation  on  all  his  Pre- 
decessors—on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tiie  Member  for  Soum-West  Lancashire 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Gross),  and  especially 
on  the  Ohanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir 
William  Hareourt),  during  whose  pro- 
tracted tenure  of  the  Home  Office  the 
disoivanization  of  the  police  had  gradu- 
ally developed  into  the  state  in  which 
his  right  hon.  Colleague  now  described 
it  to  be.  The  police,  the  most  tempe- 
rate and  efficient  force  in  any  capital  in 
the  world,  were  incensed  at  the  humi- 
liation which  had  been  heaped  upon  them 
in  the  person  of  their  Chief  Commis- 
sioner. And  he  thought  it  was  a 
dangerous  thing  to  goad  the  police  into 
irritation  by  such  treatment  as  that. 
He  had  spoken  from  no  Party  motives. 
That  might  be  seen  by  the  fact  that  he 
did  not  conceal  his  regret  that  two 
Meiabera  of  his  Party  had  accepted 
seats  on  that  Oommittee,  whioh  had  been 
most  unwisely  appointed  in  a  moment 
of  panic.  And  if  his  remarks  seemed 
to  have  any  personal  bearing,  they  were 

{tersonsl,  mainly,  to  an  officer,  to  whose 
ong  service  the  population  owed  such 
a  debt  of  gratitude,  whose  character  for 
conscientiousness,  modesty,  and  loyalty 
was  unsurpassed ;  and  to  whom,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  this  most 
painful  business,  there  had  been  ab- 
solutely no  chance  given,  save  to  do 
what  he  most  certainly  had  done — fold 
his  cloak  around  him  and  fall  like  a 
gentleman. 

Mb.  KITOHIE  said,  that  a  certain 
amount  of  modesty  and  diffidence  gene- 

Jfr.  £urdeU-CouU». 


rally  characterized  hon.  Membera  when 
for  the  first  time  they  ^ke  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  But  one  would 
have  imagined,  seeing  that  the  hoc. 
Member  who  had  just  spoken  was  not  in 
any  way  afflicted  with  that  hindrance, 
that  he  had  been  an  habitual  speaker  in 
that  Assembly  for  many  years  past.  The 
hon.  Q«ntleman  had  dealt  pretty  freely 
with  the  qualifications  of  the  Gentlemen 
who  formed  the  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
and  had  spoken  in  disparaging  terms  of 
the  whole  of  them ;  out  it  was  quite 
obvious  from  bis  speech  that  the  hon. 
Member  himself  would  have  had  no 
difficulty  in  placing  his  hand  upon  at 
least  one  Gentleman  who  possessed  the 
qualities  which  he  considered  necessary 
for  such  an  investigation.  The  hon. 
Member  spoke  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  Gentlemen  who  composed  this  Com- 
mittee for  inquiring  into  the  delicate 
organization  of  the  police.  He  (Mr. 
Bitchie)  ventured  to  say  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that,  so  far  as  his  experience 
went,  what  the  Oommittee  had.  to  do 
was  not  to  inquire  into  the  delicate 
organization  of  the  Police  Fotco,  or  into 
the  relations,  not  easy  to  be  defined, 
which  existed  between  that  force  and 
the  Home  Office,  but  they  were  called 
upon  to  inquire  into  the  reasons  why 
such  a  lamentable  break-down  occurred. 
He  was  bound  to  say  that  when  he  was 
asked  to  take  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Committee,  it  never  occurred  to  him,  for 
a  single  moment,  that  the  question  was 
one  which  involved  either  an  acquittal  of 
the  Home  Secretary  from  the  responsi- 
bility which  he  undoubtedly  lay  under, 
or  that  it  involved  any  question  con- 
nected with  politics  of  any  kind  what- 
ever. He  considered  that  he  was  only 
performing  his  duty  as  a  Metn^litan 
Member  in  taking  part  in  an  investiga- 
tion which  it  was  undoubtedly  the  duty 
of  the  Home  Secretary  to  take  in  hand. 
It  was  quite  clear  that  the  Home  Secre- 
tary was  responsible  to  the  House  of 
Commons  for  the  preservation  of  public 
order  in  the  Metropolis,  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  given  sufficient 
orders  to  the  executive  body  at  his  com- 
mand, it  was  for  that  House  to  form  for 
itself  an  opinion  upon  the  point,  and  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  justify  his 
conduct  to  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
asked  the  House,  whether  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  undertaken  sush  an 
inquiry  by  himself,  as  he  might  hare 


Digitized  by 


1409       MetropoHt—The      {Febbuabt  26,  1886}  Metropolitan  Foltee  Forcf.  141b 


done,  it  was  likely  that  it  would  have 
oommanded  the  (wnfidence  oi  the  Houae 
of  Oommons,  or  of  the  people  of  Londou  P 
Whatever  might  be  the  quaHfications  of 
the  GtonUemen  who  composed  the  Oom- 
mittee,  there  was  no  one  who  would 
charge  any  one  of  them  with  a  desire  to 
suppress  ^ts,  or  to  screen  the  Home 
Secretary,  or  to  disguise,  in  any  shape 
or  form,  the  responsibility  which  lay 
upon  him.  It  was  made  perfectly  clear 
and  evident  by  almost  the  nrst  paragraph 
in  the  Beport  that  the  Committee  never 
undertook  that  duty.  There  was  another 
point  which  they  felt  could  not  be 
adequately  dealt  with  by  the  Committee, 
end  that  wae  the  iuTefitigation  into  the 
origin  of  the  disturbances.  He  felt 
very  strongly,  and  he  might  say  that  he 
induced  his  Colleagues  on  the  Committee 
to  think  with  him,  that  such  an  inquiry 
w&a  highly  desirable  and  necessary ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  felt,  &om  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Committee  and  from  the 
manner  in  whioh  the  investigation  was 
carried  on,  it  was  not  a  body  competent 
to  carry  on  an  investigation  such  as  that. 
8ttcfa  an  inquiry,  he  held,  ought  to  be  of 
a  public  character,  where  the  evidence 
would  be  published  day  by  day,  and 
where  those  who  were  accused  would 
have  an  opportunity,  in  the  public  Press, 
of  seeing  the  charge  of  whioh  they  stood 
accused,  and,  if  necessary,  of  giving  evi- 
dence to  refute  it.  Therefore,  they  had 
no  hesitation  in  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  not  their  duty  to  make  such 
an  inquiryinto  the  relative  responsibility 
of  the  Home  Office  in  the  matter.  The 
hon  Member  for  Bethnal  Ghreen  (Mr. 
Howell),  in  the  course  of  a  violent 
harangue  altogether  unsuited  to  the  sub- 
ject which  was  under  discussion,  and 
whioh,  perhaps,  might  very  properly 
bring  upon  him  the  attention  of  the  force 
whose  conduct  he  had  been  impugning, 
spoke  about  "hired  Tory  agitators;" 
and  when  he  (Mr.  Bitchie)  regarded  the 
extravagance  of  his  language,  and  the 
effect  which  usually  followed  such  extra- 
vagant language,  he  began  to  wonder 
whether  the  hon.  Qentleman  was  him- 
self a  hired  Tory  agitator— ['*  Order, 
order  !"T 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  now  employing  language  whioh  is 
hardly  in  accordance  with  the  proper 
order  of  Parliamentary  debate. 

Kb.  bitchie  said,  he  withdrew  it. 
He  gave  it  not  as  his  own  opinion,  but 
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as  the  opinion  which  might  be  formed 
by  the  language  of  the  hon.  Qentleman 
himself ;  but  he  withdrew  it.  He  had 
some  recollection  of  a  recent  case  in 
whioh  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  en- 
gaged with  some  of  those  whom  he  (Mr. 
Bitchie)  imagined  were  not  unlikely  to 
have  formed  a  portion  of  that  meeting ; 
and  he  could  very  well  understand,  look- 
ing to  the  result  of  the  case  to  whioh  he 
had  referred,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
might  have  been  very  anxious  to  take 
the  present  opportunity  of  retaliating 
upon  those  who  were  successful  in  a  cer- 
tain trial. 

Mb.  HOWELL:  On  the  point  of 
Order,  I  beg  to  ask  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
is  not  exceeding  the  proper  latitude? 

Mb.  bitchie  said,  he  was  referring 
to  a  report  in  the  public  Press,  and  he 
did  not  think  he  had  used  a  word  which 
was  not  entirely  justified  by  the  result 
in  that  case.  It  was  not  surprising  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch  (Mr. 
James  Stuart)  had  taken  the  opportunity 
of  bringing  forward  the  case  of  London 

government.  But  when  he  (Mr.  Bitchie) 
loked  around,  and  wondered  what  had 
become  of  the  valiant  leaders  of  the 
cause  of  reform  of  London  government, 
and  saw  that  their  place  in  the  House 
knew  them  no  more,  he  was  very  much 
afraid  he  could  not  congratulate  the 
hon.  Member  upon  tiie  popularity  of 
the  cause  which  he  had  taken  in  hand ; 
for  if  there  was  cue  thing  which  had 
been  more  clearly  shown  than  another 
at  the  General  Election,  it  was  that  the 
people  of  London  had  no  faith  in  their 
would-be  leaders.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  he  would  have  introduced 
some  words  into  his  Besolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  reform  of  London  govern- 
ment was  urgently  desirable,  if  it  had 
not  been  that  the  Home  Secretary  had 
promised  htm  that  the  matter  would 
receive  early  attention.  Let  not  the 
hon.  Gentleman  lean  upon  such  a  frail 
reed  as  that.  He  had  seen  questions  of 
a  similar  character  put  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, when  he  was  Home  Secre- 
tary, Session  after  Session,  and  year 
afteryear,  with  answers  regularly  given 
that  he,  too,  was  very  anxious  indeed  to 
introduce  a  Bill  of  the  kind ;  but,  with 
one  abortive  exception,  the  Sessions 
passed  away  without  the  Bill  seeing  the 
light  of  day.  They  knew  what  effect 
that  pTocnutination  had  had  iu  reference 
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i»  one  iapMtant  mutter — he  relerred 
to  the  qsestien  oi  the  water  suppler — 
and  thej  knew  that  at  the  jpresent  time 
the  ratepayera  were  suffering  to  a  very 
large  extent  annually  in  oonsequesce  of 
that  question  having  been  so  postponed. 
But  there  was  one  eicepUon  which 
ouf^t  to  be  made— notwithstanding 
that  the  right  hon.  Qmtleman  had 
promised  that  London  should  hare  the 
Qontr^  fKf  its  water  supply  and  other 
matters— he  had  nerer  promised  that 
the  London  QoTornment  Bill  would  give 
tiie  London  population  control  over  its 
police.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
experience  of  the  Office  of  Home  Secre- 
tary had  oonviuced  him  Uiat  such  a 
transfer  of  the  police  from  the  Home 
Office  to  a  central  Municipality  for  Louf 
don  was  not  one  calculated  to  add  to  the 
^cienoy  of  the  force,  but  one  that  might 
in  dangerous  and  in  excited  times  have 
the  very  opposite  effect.  So  that  what 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Shoreditoh  waa  asking  the  House  to 
assent  to  was  the  po^ponement  of  a 
pressing  question.  For  his  own  part, 
he  (Mr.  Bitohie)  was  not  prepared  to 
relegate  it  to  the  dim  and  distant  future 
which  the  hon.  Member  desired;  and 
lie  maintained  that  there  was  nothing 
more  pressing  in  connection  with  the 
government  of  London  than  the  placing 
of  the  police  on  a  proper  footing.  With 
reference  to  what  had  been  said  by  his 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Algernon  Percy), 
the  Oommittee  had  passed  no  censure 
on  the  police  at  all.  What  they  had 
pointed  out  was  the  great  desirability 
of  having  the  faults  which  existed  re- 
medied ;  and  he  thought  his  noble  Friend 
would  see  that  it  was  part  of  the 
duty  of  this  Committee  to  point  out  in 
what  it  was  the  police  system  had  failed, 
and  also  to  show  where  those  arrange- 
ments were  faulty.  He  was  inclined  to 
think  that  there  ought  to  be  a  public 
inquiry  into  what  the  relations  were  be- 
tween theHomeOffice  and  tihe  police.  He 
did  not  think  that  a  mere  Departmental 
inquiry,  such  as  was  contemplated,  would 
give  satisfaction  to  thepublic.  The  public 
wanted  the  whole  thing  to  be  publicly 
investigated.  He  knew  that  a  great  deal 
had  been  said ;  hut,  after  the  matter 
was  now  all  over,  he  had  no  reason  to 
think  that  he  did  anything  more  than 
his  clear  duty  in  joining  the  investigation 
which  took  place.  One  word  as  to  the 
character  of  the  mob.    As  r^arded 

Mr.  BiUhie 


that  point,  he  entirely  agmd  witii  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  fbr  Shore- 
ditch.  Like  that  hon.  Membw,  he  was 
the  Member  for  one  of  the  most  working- 
class  constituencies  in  London ;  uid  he 
said  that  it  waa  unfair  and  tmjuat  to 
charge  the  unemployed  working  men  in 
the  Eiast  End  of  London  aa  bei^  in  any 
degree  the  autiiors  of  these  riots.  He 
was  oertain  titat  th»e  were  none  who 
would  welcome  more  oordwU^p^  than  his 
oonatituents  a  public  inquiry  into  these 
dieturbanoes,  beuause  it  woidd  free  them 
from  the  blame  that  had  been  nnjoaiiy 
cast  upon  them. 

Mb.  WESTLAKE  said,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  chances  of  London 
Municipal  Beform  w«re  not  so  distant 
as  imagined  by  the  hon.  Oentleman 
who  had  last  spoken  (Mr.  Bitohie).  For 
himself,  he  deprecated  any  interference 
wi(^  the  legitimate  right  of  public  meet- 
ing  in  London,  and  regretted  that  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Algernon 
Percy)  should  have  suggested  the  [sobi- 
bition  of  these  aMembfies  altogether. 

LoBD  ALGEBNON  PEEOY  rose  to 
Order.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
was  decidedly  mistaken  in  suppoaing 
that  he  (Lord  Algernon  Fot(^)  had  ad- 
vocated ttieir  totiu  suppression.  What 
he  had  said  was  that  they  should  be 
uonduoted  under  different  rules. 

Mb.  WESTLAKE  said,  there  was 
this  to  be  considered — that  as  the  shop- 
keepers of  London  enjoyed  special  ad- 
vantages in  living  in  the  Metropolis, 
they  also  must  expect  to  incur  special 
disadvantages.  The  police  were  ad- 
mirably organized  for  the  preservation 
of  the  ordinary  peace  of  the  Metro- 
polis, and  no  man  deserved  greater  credit 
in  that  respect  than  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson ;  but  they  were  unprepared  for 
what  was  really  the  strategical  duty  of 
dealing  with  large  disorderly  crowds. 
He  trusted  tiiat  the  refonns  which  might 
be  recommmded  would  not  obetnu^ 
upon  some  near  occasion  the  aooomplish- 
ment  of  the  reform  which  he  Bug^issted 
— ^namely,  the  division  of  the  Police 
Force  into  two  bodies  under  separate 
controls,  that,  in  his  view,  being  the 
best  solution  of  the  question.  In  that 
way  the  ordinary  police,  comprising 
nearly  the  whole  number  of  the  force, 
should  be  given  to  the  Metropolitan 
Corporation,  for  he  quite  agreed  with 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Shore- 
dit^  (Mr.  Jiunes  Stuart)  that  tiie^  werQ 
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oft«ai  engaged  in  djuctussing  maUers 
whif^  voiUd  really  more  beoome  the 
Watoh  Committee  of  a  Monioipal  Cor- 
pwafdon  than  that  House.  Bat  the 
Bation  had  the  same  right  to  the  control 
of  the  police  required  for  the  protection 
of  tiM  Parliament,  the  FaUoes,  and  the 
Fublie  Office^  all  which  belonged  to  the 
nation,  vhudi  the  Metropolis  had  to  the 
oontroi  at  the  ordinary  pbliee.  And  this 
weoial  police  might  be  conveniently 
bined  with  that  required  for  emergenoies 
Buoh  as  that  which  hod  lately  ooourred, 
forming  a  body  which  should  be  perma- 
nently under  the  control  of  the  Home 
Office. 

LoED  OHAELES  BEEESFOBD,  who 
had  on  the  Paper  an  Amendment  to  the 
effect  that  compensation  ought  to  be 
prorided  at  the  publio  expense,  said, 
thftt  aa  a  Uember  for  one  of  the  oon- 
Btitnenoiea  that  had  been  invaded  and 
bombarded  he  claimed  to  say  a  few 
words.  Generally  speaking,  in  hia  opi- 
nion,  there  was  no  question  but  that  aner 
the  stone  throwing  had  bwun  60  useful 
and  determined  men,  sow  as  were  to 
be  found  in  the  poliocj  could  have 
stopped  the  riot  at  any  moment.  That 
had  been  clearly  shown  by  the  Heport, 
since  an  laspeotor — Inspector  Cuthbert, 
with  15  men  at  his  command — in  Oxford 
Street,  had  been  able  to  break  up  and 
thoroughly  to  demoralize  the  mob, 
diverting  them  into  bye-streets,  and 
hereby  saving  a  great  amount  of 
damage  to  tradesmen.  The  tradesmen 
and  others  who  suffered  damage  were 
paying  a  very  high  police  rate,  and  that 
rate  was  regarded  practically  as  an  in- 
Burance  against  such  poasibiuties  occur- 
ring as  that  which  had  occurred  on  the 
8th.  In  one  parish,  which  had  suffered 
heavily,  tide  police  rate  last  year  had 
been  nearly  £35,000.  The  other  day 
the  right  hon.  GenUeman  the  Home 
Seoetaiy  had  told  them— and  they  had 
all  been  delighted  to  hear  it— that  com- 
pensation would  be  given  to  those  who 
had  suffered  damage.  But  he  (Lord 
Charles  Beresford)  nnderetood  that  that 
compensation  was  to  be  given  out  of 
money  pud  partly  by  the  ratepayers, 
and  partly  out  of  a  publio  fund.  He 
thought  that  that  was  not  quite  fair  to 
the  people  to  whom  compensation  was 
to  be  given,  since  they  would  indirectly 
be  compensating  themselves  out  of  their 
own  pockets.  He  thought  that  the  Qo- 
T^ram^nt  shoold  find  toe  money  fox  this 


compensation,  since  Uisgr  had  the  entire 
charge  of  the  police,  and  were  r^spon- 
sible  for  what  they  had  done— and  for 
what  they  had  not  done — on  that  day. 
Many  tradesmen  had  suffwed  severely, 
not  only  from  the  sacking  of  shops  and 
breaking  of  windows,  but  also  from  ike 
feeling  of  uncertainty  which  had  re- 
sulted. They  might  be  told  that  it  was 
a  bad  precedent  to  form ;  but,  in  his 
humble  opinion,  it  would  be  a  good  one 
that  the  Government  should  pay  the 
damage,  as  it  would'  be  good  guarantee 
that  such  a  disgraceful  occurrence  did 
not  happen  again.  The  amount  was 
only  about  £12,000 — a  very  small  sum 
for  the  State  to  pay,  but  of  great 
moment  to  the  tradesmen  who  had 
suffered.  There  had  undoubtedly  been 
an  extraordinary  want  of  energy  and 
resource  shown  on  that  occasion.  He 
was  not  blaming  the  police ;  they  were 
aa  fine  a  body  of  men  as  it  was  possible 
to  conceive,  and  who  had  often  very  irk- 
some duties  to  perform ;  but  they  had 
been  in  the  position  of  disciplined  men 
waiting  for  orders,  knowing  what  ought 
to  be  done,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
one  Inspector,  no  one  seemed  to  have 
grasped  the  situation  properly  at  the 
moment.  He  had  been  glad  to  hear 
what  had  been  so  kindly  said  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  with  respect  to  Sir 
Edmund  Henderson,  who  c»tainly  had 
no  other  course  than  to  resign ;  and  he 
hoped  the  Home  Secretaiy  would  say 
more  than  he  had  already  said  in  re- 
cognition of  that  oflBoer's  services.  They 
ought  to  bear  in  mind  what  the  Chief 
Commissioner  had  done.  For  17  years 
he  had  commanded  a  force  of  12,000 
men  who  had  been  doing  the  police 
work  for  4,000,000  or  6,000,000  of 
people,  insuring  their  safety,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  comfort  and  enjoyment  i 
and  for  fdl  that  he  thought  he  did  de- 
serve a  word  ot  two  more  of  commenda- 
tion. With  r^vd  to  the  inquiry,  while 
not  wishing  to  appear  to  say  anything 
disrespectful  with  regard  to  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Home  Secretary,  he  did 
think  that  the  position  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  held,  by  placing  him- 
self at  its  head,  was  rather  a  ludicrous 
one.  His  position  was  like  that  of  an 
admiral  who  had  got  into  diJOQ,oultieB, 
had  then  ordered  a  court  martial  upon 
his  subordinates  for  the  blunders  for 
which  he  himself  had  been  respon- 
sible, and  then  made  binu^  pre«i- 
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d6Bt  of  the  ooFurt.  He  could  not  help 
tiunking  it  vould  have  been  better  if 
someone  else  had  presided  at  the  in- 

?uii7.  "With  regard  to  what  had  fallen 
com  one  hon.  Member,  he  oould  not 
agree  that  meetings  such  as  these  should 
be  stopped ;  but  he  thought  that  they 
ought  to  be  regulated,  and  not  to  be 
allowed  in  inclosed  places  such  as  Tra- 
falgar Square ;  there  was,  however,  no 
reason  wnj  they  should  not  be  allowed 
to  take  place  in  the  Parks.  In  going 
to  the  Park  those  who  were  to  take 
part  in  the  meetings  could  be  kept 
under  proper  control.  It  was,  in  his 
opinion,  an  excellent  safety  Talre  to 
permit  people  to  meet  to  thresh  oat  ques- 
tions which  agitated  the  public  mind. 
With  regard  to  the  proposed  re-organi- 
zation of  the  police,  he  hoped  that  there 
would  be  a  public  inquiry,  and  not  a 
Departmental  Committee.  Indeed,  a 
Committee  composed  of  Members  of 
the  House  would  be  more  satisfactory. 

Thb  8E0HETAEY  op  STATE  fob 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Obiukebs)  said,  be  thought  that  pro- 
bably the  time  had  now  oome,  after 
BO  many  speeches  upon  this  question, 
when  he  should  state  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  and  on  his  own  part,  what 
he  proposed  to  do  with  respect  to  the 
Motion  before  them,  and  also  the  Motion 
of  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Charles 
Beresford),  should  that  noble  Lord  have 
an  opportunity  of  moving  it.  The  noble 
Lord  had,  indeed,  practically  been  speak- 
ing to  the  Motion  which  stood  in  his 
name.  The  noble  Lord  had  suggested, 
on  the  point  of  compensation  for  da- 
mages, that  the  Government  should  £nd 
the  whole  of  the  money  required  for 
that  purpose  ;  because  if  the  ratepayers 
paid  half  of  it,  as  was  proposed,  possibly 
those  who  had  suffered  damage  would 
be  paying  a  small  fraction  of  the  com- 
pensation to  themselves  out  of  their  own 
pooketB.  But  if  tiie  public,  the  tax- 
payers, paid  the  whole  of  this  charge, 
the  tradesmen  who  had  sufifered  would 
still  be  contributing,  only  the  amount 
would  be  divided  among  a  much  larger 
number  of  persons;  and  although  the 
amount  might  be  different  the  principle 
would  be  just  the  same.  He  confessed 
he  oould  not  see  the  force  of  the  noble 
Lord's  argument,  and  he  had  not,  up  to 
thatpoint^  been  persuaded.  With  regard 
to  points  raised  by  other  hon.  Members  on 
both  sides  el  tiie  House,  t^e  hon.  Mem- 
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ber  who  hadmoved  the  Amendment  (Mr. 
James  Stuart)  by  means  of  it  wished 
the  House  to  dedaxe  at  once  that  the 
representatives  of  the  ratepayers  in  the 
Metropolis  should  have  direct  o<mtrol 
over  the  police.  As  he  (Mr.  Childers) 
understood  him,  the  hon.  Member  did 
not  wish  to  prevent  the  inquiry  pro- 
posed into  the  organization  and  auninie- 
tration  of  the  police ;  but  he  did  propose 
that  the  House  slmuld  now  pass  a  ^so- 
lution which  ^onld  conolude  the  ques- 
tion whether  in  the  future,  at  some 
reasonably  distant  time,  the  police  of 
the  Metropolis  should  be  placed  under 
local  control,  instead  of  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Executive  Government.  He 
was  afraid  that  he  could  not  accept  that 
Motion ;  his  view  was  this — they  had, 
at  the  present  moment,  urgent  need  of 
dealing  with  the  question  as  to  the 
police  arising  out  of  the  recent  inquiry. 
As  to  the  Bill  with  regard  to  the  Me- 
tropolis, which  he  hoped  at  no  very  long 
date  to  introduce,  he  declined  at  the 
present  moment  to  declare  its  provisions; 
the  Government  must  have  entire  liberty 
of  action  in  this  matter.  When  the 
London  Government  BiUwas  inbrodnoed, 
it  would  be  quite  sufficient  time,  when 
it  was  being  discussed,  to  discnss  the 
question  of  responsibility  for  the  Metro- 
politan Police.  In  the  meantime  he  did 
not  commit  himself  or  his  Colleagues 
in  the  smallest  degree  to  any  course  on 
that  subject;  but  he  asked  his  hon. 
Friend,  on  his  side,  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment liberty  of  action,  and  not  to  fetter 
them,  as  the  Besolution  would  fetter 
them,  in  carrying  out  a  particular  mea- 
sure with  respect  to  the  responsibUity 
for  the  Metropolitan  Police  until  they 
came  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the 
government  of  London.  If  the  h(m. 
Member  would  trust  him  in  that  reject 
he  hoped  he  would  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment. As  to  the  general  question  of 
what  happened  on  the  8th  of  Uiis  month, 
and  the  inquiry  ^xat  had  since  taken 
place,  and  his  own  conduct  in  the  matter, 
he  might,  perhaps,  be  excused  if  he  did 
not  reply  in  detail  to  the  suggestionB  of 
the  noble  Lord  the  Membw  for  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square  (Lord  Alg«- 
non  Percy)  in  attacking  some  of  the 
speeches  of  bis  right  hon.  Friend  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  and  of  hisri^t 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  Ohambwlain). 
Whatever  ppiaionsliiBt^t  hon.  XViesd 
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might  haT«  on  political  qusBtions,  they 
had  nothing  wnaieTer  to  do  with  the 
snbjeot  whidk  the  House  was  now  oon* 
sidering,  whioh  was  the  conduct  of  those 
responsible  for  puhlio  order  on  the  Bth 
of  this  month.  The  real  question  be- 
fore the  House  was,  whether  he  (Mr. 
Ohilders)  acted  properlj  in  the  ooiirse 
he  took  on  the  8th ;  and  whether  he 
acted  properly  in  appointing  the  Com- 
mittee which  aesisted  him  in  his  inves- 
tigations ;  and  whether  he  acted  pro- 
perly in  the  aonounoement  he  had 
made  to  the  House  of  a  proposed  fur- 
ther inquiry  into  the  administration 
of  the  police  ?  Those  werethe  real  ques- 
tions before  the  House.  From  different 
points  of  view,  his  conduct — he  did  not 
Bay  his  motives — in  certain  respects  had 
been  attacked,  not  in  violent  language, 
but  in  a  very  intelligmt  and  dear  man- 
ner ;  and  it  was  his  duty  to  place  before 
the  House  his  reasons  for  the  course 
which  be  took,  and  he  should  submit 
himself  to  the  judgment  of  the  House 
in  connection  with  them.  The  noble 
Lord  who  had  attacked  him  (Lord 
Algernon  Percy)  admitted  that  he  only 
came  into  Office  a  few  hours  before 
these  events  took  place;  but  he  said 
that  the  course  he  (Mr.  Childers)  took 
was  unwise  in  many  respects,  and  that 
he  was  not  blameless  in  the  direction  he 
gave  to  the  police.  He  would  lay  be- 
fore the  House,  with  sincerity  and  can- 
dour, exactly  what  took  place.  When 
he  came  into  Office,  he  took  over  the 
Home  Department  at  11  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  of  February.  As 
soon  as  he  came  into  Office,  it  was  hia 
duty  to  see  the  gentlemen  responsible 
for  different  parts  of  the  administration 
of  the  Home  Office.  One  of  his  first 
acts  was  to  request  the  Commissioners 
of  Police  to  come  to  him,  and  to  state 
what  was  the  position  of  police  ques- 
tions at  that  amount.  One  question  he 
put  was  whether  they  had  made  suffi- 
cient preparations  for  what  was  then 
going  on  in  Trafalgar  Square — for  when 
he  spoke  the  meeting  had,  to  a  great 
extent,  already  collected.  The  arrange- 
ments of  the  Commissioners  had  been 
completed  two  days  before ;  the  Chief 
Commissioner  saw  his  (Mr.  Childers's) 
Predecessor  on  the  previous  Friday,  and 
on  Saturday  all  details  wore  arranged. 
He  adh;ed  the  Chief  Commissioner  if  his 
arrangements  were  sattsfactory,  and  if 
there  was  any  way  in  whioh  he  could 


assist  him  ?  He  replied  that  ample 
arrangements  had  been  made.  He 
agfun  asked  if  there  was  anything  left 
in  which  he  could  be  of  assistance,  and 
was  told  no,  everything  was  completed. 
Even  then  he  was  not  satisfied,  and 
asked  the  Chief  Commissioner  if  he 
was  aware  of  the  peculiar  character  of 
this  meeting — that  it  was  not  a  meeting 
of  one  party,  such  as  the  Reform  de- 
monstration, or  the  Tichborne  demon- 
stration, but  that  two  parties  were  en- 
gaged in  it,  the  Fair  Traders  under  Mr. 
Kenny,  and  the  Socialists  brou^t  to- 
gether by  Mr.  HyndmanandMr.BumB. 
He  asked  him  whether  he  was  prepared 
for  that  ?  Both  the  Chief  Commissioner 
and  the  Aasistant  Commissioners  said 
that  they  were  perfectly  well  aware  of 
the  nature  of  the  meeting,  and  had 
made  all  necessary  preparations.  He 
asked  how  many  men  they  had  brought 
together,  and  they  replied  that  alto- 
gether they  had  600  or  700  men  in 
readiness.  They  explained  that  a  por- 
tion, 60  or  70,  were  actually  in  Trafalgar 
Square,  and  that  563  men  were  held  in 
reserve.  They  assured  him,  therefore, 
that  they  had  made  all  preparations. 
Knowing  that  the  Chief  Commissioner 
had  been  in  communioation  with  his 
Predecessor,  knowing  the  great  expe- 
rience in  matters  of  this  kind  that  gen- 
tleman had,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  he  (Mr.  Childers)  bad  himself  only 
been  in  Office  half-an-honr,  he  thought 
nothing  woidd  have  been  more  foolish 
than  for  him,  as  Secretary  of  State,  to 
interfere  in  any  way,  even  if  interference 
were  required.  He  had  said  before,  and 
he  repeated,  that  the  relations  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  with  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner were  very  much  the  relations 
which  existed  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  and  the  General  Officer 
of  the  Army  sent  on  an  Expedition.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  the  first  instanco,  to  discuss  with  the 
General  Officer  the  plan  of  the  cam- 
paign. In  the  year  1882  it  had  been 
his  duty  to  discuss  with  Lord  Wolseley, 
with  the  greatest  minuteness,  the  plan 
of  the  campaign  which  ended  in  tho 
battle  of  Tel-el-Kebir  on  the  very  day 
Lord  Woleeley,  iu  his  room,  swd  it  would 
take  place.  There  was  no  point  of  de- 
tail ox  that  campaign  which  he  had  not 
gone  carefully  through  with  Lord  Wolse- 
ley. before  the  latter  left  England.  That 
was  the  position  of  the  SeoietiiTy  of  Stcte 
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for  War  in  relation  to  the  Army.  Very 
similar  was  the  Oonstitutional  position  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  with  the  head  of 
the  Police  Foroe.  He  discassed,  in  the 
first  instance,  any  point  which  the  Ohief 
OommiBsionw  thought  fit  to  bring  before 
him ;  he  adced  him  for  farther  explana- 
tions; and  then  the  responsibility  lay 
upon  those  who  had  to  carry  out  the 
orders.  It  was  a  gn^eat  mistake  to  think 
that  these  separate  functions  ought  to 
be  mixed.  The  general  idea  of  every- 
thing being  concentrated  in  the  hands 
of  the  Minister  was  considered  the  wise 
idea ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  was 
a  very  foolish  idea.  The  responsibility 
of  the  Minister  and  of  the  executive 
ofiGlcer  ought  to  be  quite  clearly  distinct. 
When  the  orders  had  been  settled,  it 
was  for  the  officer  to  carry  them  out ; 
and  the  Minister  who  interfered  would 
be  a  foolish  Minister,  instead  of  a  wise 
Minister,  as  some  people  appeared  to 
think.  Another  point  had  been  made 
by  the  bon.  Member  for  the  Abbey  Di- 
vision of  Westminster  (Mr.  Biwiett- 
Ooutts).  He  said  that,  notwitlutanding 
his  recent  accession  to  Office,  there 
was  a  prevalent  idea  in  the  public 
mind  that  something  dangerous  might 
be  anticipated  on  the  day  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  he  ought  to  have  made  further 
inquiries  and  taken  steps  to  avert  the 
danger  which  all  the  world  expected. 
The  hon.  Member  seemed  to  him  (Mr. 
Cfailders)  to  be  one  of  those  who  were 
wise  after  the  event.  What  was  the 
general  impression  on  the  public  mind 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  referred  ? 
He  had  looked  at  the  newspapers — and 
they  offered  a  tolerably  clear  indication 
of  what  the  public  mind  looked  forward 
to.  On  Monday  morning  in  Hio  Timet 
there  was  not  one  single  mention  in  any 
part  of  the  paper  of  any  apprehension,  or 
even  of  the  meeting  itself.  In  one  other 
paper,  Standard,  there  was  an  article 
on  the  distress,  and  incidentally  it  was 
mentioned  that  some  of  the  distressed 
classes  would  meet  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
without  the  smallest  reference  to  any 
apprehension  of  what  actually  arose.  In 
another  newspaper  there  was  no  refer- 
ence to  the  meeting ;  while  in  another, 
in  an  article  under  the  head  of  "The 
Unemployed,"  it  was  said  that  the  Chair- 
man of  tLhe  Gteneral  Labourers'  Union, 
at  a  meeting  on  the  previous  Saturday, 
stated  that  they  had  asked  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  not  to  send  a  large  body  of 
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polioe  to  Trafalgar  Sqnare,  because  the 
men  themselves  would  be  able  to  keep 
order.  This  was  the  only  reference  in 
that  or  any  other  paper.  He  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  analyze  what  appeared  in 
the  papers  pnbl^ed  on  the  8th  of  Feb- 
ruary, such  as  The  TVinm,  27ie  Siatdard, 
and  The  Morning  Potty  and  he  said  most 
distinctly  there  was  not  a  scintilla  of 
fear  or  apprehensimi  expressed  in  any 
of  them.  He  thought  that,  under  those 
circumstances,  he,  at  any  rate,  ought  to 
be  entirely  exonerated  from  any  blame 
in  not  taking  more  steps  than  he  aetualty 
had  taken  when  he  saw  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  Police  and  inquired  from 
him  what  were  the  arrangements  he  had 
made,  and  got  from  him,  in  a  oonversa- 
tion  of  some  lengtii,  the  details  and 
facts  as  to  those  arrangements.  Tlie 
hon.  Member  for  Westminster  said  that 
he  (Mr.  Childers)  had  abnegated  his 
own  authority  and  become  a  perfect 
nonentity.  He  had  not  done  so.  Had 
he  fussed  and  fideetted  in  matters  of 
detail  he  would  nave  abnegated  hia 
authority ;  but  he  did  not  do  that ;  he 
held  the  sound  doctrine  as  to  the  relative 
responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  heads  of  the  police  in  maintain- 
ing order  in  London;  and  he  thought 
he  had  shown,  from  the  facts  he  had 
stated,  that  no  neglect  of  duty  or  per- 
sonal abdication  of  authority  conld  be 
charged  against  him.  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  after  stating  that  he  should 
have  had  more  foresight,  went  on  to  say 
that  it  was  the  custom  not  to  ^ve  the 

golice  sufficient  force,  and  implied  that 
e  ought  to  have  given  them  sufficient 
force.  Now,  the  force  consisted  of  about 
11,000  or  12,000  available  men,  and  out 
of  that  number  there  were  on  the  ground 
on  that  occasum  between  600  and  700 
men.  Where  was  the  necesrity  for 
more  f  Anyone  who  read  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  would  see  that  it  was  the 
disposal  of  the  foroe,  and  not  its  amount, 
that  really  was  in  fault  in  that  case. 
The  hon.  Member  also  remarked  that 
the  police  were  deeply  incensed  by  what 
had  happened  on  that  day,  and,  subse- 
quently, that  they  would  do  no  good  by 
irritating  them,  and  be  ended  by  saying 
that  those  unfortunate  people  had  falleoi 
under  a  baneful  star.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
Childers)  did  not  know  how  they  oould 
have  fallen  under  a  baneful  star ;  but 
he  would  say — and  he  had  thought  it 
hifl  dulj  to  ascertain  oaref^dly  Uie  fe^ 
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ing  of  the  police — that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence whatever  that  they  were  deeply 
incensed,  or  that  they  felt  goaded  by 
irritation ;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  the  die- 
poution  of  the  police  at  the  present  time 
was  admirable.  Hecould  not  speak  too 
highly  of  the  chwracter  of  that  fine  body 
of  men — the  Uetropolitan  Police.  There 
had  been  times  when  they  were  popular, 
and  also  times  when  they  were  un* 
popular ;  but,  as  he  had  said,  at  pre- 
sent the  disposition  and  efficiency  of  the 
officers  and  men  was  excellent,  and 
could  not  be  too  highly  spoken  of,  sub* 
ject  to  the  observation  in  the  Beport  of 
the  Oommittee,  aa  to  which  he  and  his 
hon.  Friend  opposite  (Mr.  Bitchie)  en- 
tirely concurred.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  House,  in  dealing  with  that 
qaestion  and  in  approving  or  otherwise 
the  action  he  had  taken,  would  dismiss 
altogether  fnnn  its  mind  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Westminster, 
and  would  rest  content  wHh  the  condi- 
tion, mental  and  physical,  of  the  Police 
Force  atthe  jvesent  time.  He  thought 
he  had  now  shown  that  his  action  on 
February  6  was  wise,  and  was  the  only 
action  which,  coming  as  he  did  into 
Office  while  the  meeting  was  actually 
going  on,  he  could  have  taken.  But  he 
hod  also  to  justify  what  he  had  done 
since  the  events  of  the  8th  and  what  he 
proposed  to  do.  "Well,  his  first  step — 
and  that  had  not  been  attacked — was  to 
take  efficient  measures  to  prevent  any 
further  similar  events  by  strengtheDing 
the  Police  Force  itself,  and  by  providing 
that  military  assistance  should  be  at 
hand,  if  any  were  wanted ;  and  next,  he 
did  his  utmost  to  calm  the  public  mind. 
And  he  told  the  House  this— that,  in 
Bfateof  the  newspaper  story  that  instead 
of  cahning  the  public  mind  they  took 
•tops  to  irritate  it,  there  was  no  founda- 
tion whatever  for  that  assertion.  They 
had  those  11,000  or  12,000  men  scat- 
tered over  a  vast  area,  and  some  par- 
ticular policemen  might  possibly  have 
eaid  something  that  was  alarming  to  a 
shopkeeper  here  or  there ;  but  nothing 
whatever  of  the  kind  was  done  by  the 
order  or  direction  of  any  superior  officer. 
They,  on  the  contrary,  did  their  utmost 
to  quiet  the  public  mind,  and  by  Thurs- 
day all  those  stories  vanished  into  thin 
fur^and  the  public  were  calmed  and  satis- 
fied. That  was  his  first  duty,  and,  aa  he 
had  stated  before  on  several  occasions, 
he  hod  done  it.    His  second  du^  was 


to  punish  those  who  had  committed 
these  outrages— not  merely  the  poor 
wretched  people  who  hod  thrown  stones, 
or  been  guilty  of  breaking  the  idiops 
and  stealing,  but  those  who  were  the 
real  instigators  or  enconragers  of  -  the 
riots.  The  noble  Lord  opposite  had 
suggested  that  they  had  allowed  those 
"  agitators,"  as  they  had  been  called  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  to  go  at 
large  for  10  days  before  they  were  ap- 
pr^endod,  or  brought  to  a  Police  Oourt ; 
and  yet  the  moment  afterwards  ho  ad- 
mitted that  they  had  proceeded  against 
them  as  soon  as  they  could,  because  the 
noble  Lord  recommended  that  they 
should  alter  the  law  in  order  to  make  its 
operation  more  speedy.  But  those  two 
chaises  were  wholly  iuconsiatent  with 
each  other.  The  Home  Office  had  acted 
immediately  in  the  matter.  On  Tuesday, 
the  day  following  the  riots,  the  first  step 
they  took  was  to  colleot  evidence,  ana 
the  moment  they  were  told  by  theirLegal 
Advisers  that  the^  eould  tue  proceed- 
ings, the  proceedmgs  were  immediately 
instituted.  He  himself  had  bem  in 
favour  of  summary  proceedings  in  the 
matter;  but  he  had  found  it  impossible 
to  take  them.  Of  course,  his  mouth  was 
closed  as  to  what  might  be  the  upshot  of 
those  proceedlngB,  and  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  eay  more  in  regard  to  them. 
Then  the  third  step  he  took  was  to  make 
a  searching  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
the  police  on  that  occasion.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  he  himself  either  ought 
to  have  conducted  the  inquiry  on  his  own 
responsibility,  or  that  he  ought  to  have 
appoioted  some  other  body  outside  of 
his  responsibility  to  conduct  it,  and  then 
have  acted  on  their  Beport.  The  reason 
why  that  was  suggested  was  that,  in 
that  matter,  he  was  himself  personally 
responsible ;  but  was  it  not  as  clear  as 
anything  could  be,  from  what  he  had 
stated,  that  with  the  events  of  February 
8  he  had  nothing  to  do ;  and,  therefore, 
he  should  have  been  a  coward  if  he  had 
shirked  a  searching  inquiry.  But  it 
was  urged  that  he  should  have  made  the 
inquiry  himself.  If  he  had  done  so, 
what,  he  asked,  would  the  same  people 
who  were  now  attacking  him  for  the  line 
he  had  taken  have  said  if,  having  just 
that  day  come  into  Office,  he  had  under- 
takentomaketheinquiryhimself?  Had 
he  been  for  some  months  in  his  Office, 
ondhadhadthneandinformationon  which 
to  haseran  inquiry  made  by  himsftlf,  tlvit 
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might,  perhaps,  have  been  a  right  thing 
to  do.  But  whatwere  the  facts?  Over- 
whelmed by  what  had  fallen  on  him  in 
connection  with  those  events,  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  associate  with  himself  able 
and  competent  men  to  conduct  such  an 
investigation.  Had  he  selected  proper 
men  ?  Their  names  would,  he  thouffht, 
satisfy  the  House  on  that  point.  They 
were  selected  with  no  political  bias.  He 
had  asked  two  Gentlemen  from  the 
other  side  and  a  noble  Friend  on  bis 
-own  aide  to  act  with  him,  and  also  Lord 
Wolseley.  The  hon.  Member  who  had 
said  that  a  gentleman  who  was  a  soldier 
oould  not  pass  judgment  on  civiUans, 
and,  therefore,  that  Lord  Wolseley 
ought  not  to  have  been  associated  with 
that  inquiry,  little  knew  tho  mind  of 
Lord  Wolseley.  Por  himself,  he  (Mr. 
Childere)  knew  no  man  who  was  at  once 
BO  thoroughly  fair-minded  towards  civi- 
lians, and  so  capable  to  inquire  into  a 
question  as  to  the|discipline  of  the  police, 
as  that  noble  and  gallant  Lord.  Well, 
he  thought  he  had^ustified  the  course  he 
had  adopted  as  being  that  which  he 
thought  the  best  for  arriving  at  the 
bottom  of  that  question.  He  had  not 
evaded  In  the  smallest  degree  his  re- 
sponsibility. He  concurred  entirely  in 
the  results  of  that  inquiry ;  but  the  steps 
which  he  had  taken  in  consequence  had 
been  taken  on  his  own  resfnonsibility, 
and  not  on  that  of  the  Oommittee.  He 
had  always  thought  that  the  responsi- 
bility upon  the  Minister  at  the  bead  of 
a  great  Department  ought  to  be  plenary 
and  complete ;  and  nothing  woold  induce 
him  to  qualify  or  diminish  that  respon- 
sibility. He  now  said  that  he  was  com- 
petent, and  it  was  his  duty,  as  the  head 
of  the  Department,  himself  to  undertake 
further  inquiries  how  they  should  apply 
to  the  organization  and  administration 
of  the  police  what  the  Committee  bad 
discovered,  and  how  he  oould,  under  his 
own  responsibility,  do  his  best  to  put 
that  organization  and  administration  into 
an  efficient  atate.  He  had  stated  to  the 
House  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  which 
he  proposed  to  make.  There  was  a  sug- 
gestion, however,  that  the  House  oould 
carry  on  that  inquiry  much  better  than 
he  could.  From  that  suggestion  he  en- 
tirely disagreed.  After  a  Minister  had 
himself  made  aninqmry  and  had  decided 
on  a  particular  course  of  aetion,  if  Parlia- 
ment disapproved  of  what  he  had  done, 
then  was  the  time  i<x  Parliament  to  in- 


ierfere.  Not  only  that,  but  he  would 
point  out  that  the  work  which  a  Parlia- 
mentary inquiry  might  do  had  already 
been  done  by  the  Oommittee  which  had 
just  reported.  If,  however,  Parliament 
should  consider  further  inquiry  still 
necessary,  he  should  submit  himself  to 
the  result  of  it.  He  excluded  altogether 
from  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  what 
might  be  called  the  political,  rather  than 
the  administrative,  element  —  namely, 
the  origin  of  the  riots,  the  persons  who 
formed  the  mob,  and  who  created  the 
disturbanco.  That  was  a  totally  diffe- 
rent question  ;  and  with  respect  to  it  he 
confessed  that  he  agreed  with  the  sug- 

festion  that  it  was  a  matter  worthy  oi 
eing  considered.  But,  so  far  as  he  was 
personally  oonoemed,  he  would  not  ab- 
dicate his  responsibility  in  dealing  with 
any  Department  for  the  administration 
of  which  he  was  responsible.  What- 
ever faults  he  might  possess,  that  of 
shirking  responsibility  had  never  been 
one  of  them ;  and  he  would  always  ad- 
here to  his  principles  in  that  respeot, 
whatever  his  conduct  might  be  as  a  Qo* 
vernment  official.  There  were  smaller 
questions  which  had  been  raised,  but 
which  he  thought  the  House  would  not 
wish  him  to  discuss  in  detail.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Memb»  for  St.  Oeoige's, 
Hanover  Square,  spoke  of  the  tele- 
graphic arrangements,  suggesting  that 
tiie  deficiency  in  this  respect  was  due 
not  to  the  police,  but  to  the  Home  Office 
Authorities.  Of  course,  in  a  matter  of 
that  kind,  the  Police  Authorities  could 
not  take  possesrion  of  the  telegraph 
system  and  place  telegraph  instruments 
in  their  different  rooms.  He  would 
admit  that  a  great  improvement  might 
be  made  in  wat  direction ;  but  it  vras 
not  really  a  matter  of  blame,  either  to 
the  police  or  to  himself,  and  he  had 
already  given  instructions  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  carrying  out  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Committee  more 
fully,  perhaps,  than  was  originally  de- 
signed. Then,  again,  with  reference  to 
the  admission  of  waggons  into  Hyde 
Park,  it  had  been  suggested  that  they 
should  not  have  been  allowed  to  go  into 
the  Park ;  but  he  found  that  permission 
for  waggons  to  enter  the  Park  had  bean 
in  exirtmce  for  the  last  two  years.  The 
Police  Authorities,  in  allowingHieee  wag- 
gons to  enter  the  Park,  exercised  a  very 
wise  discretion.  If  they  had  been 
stopped  on  Sunday  last  the  jprobability 
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was  that  a  large  crowd  would  hare  col- 
lected at  the  entranoo  gates,  and  much 
disorder  would  have  occurred,  and  that 
the  police  would  have  had  very  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  maintaining  order. 
These  were  details,  however,  which  he 
trusted  he  would  be  able,  in  the  oonduct 
of  Uie  inquiry  which  it  was  proposed  to 
institute,  to  vigorously  carry  out  as  soon 
as  the  new  Chief  OommissioneT  had  been 
appointed  ;  and  he  thought  the  House 
might  trust  him,  however  guilty  he 
might  be  of  error  of  judgment  with 
regard  to  details,  that  he  would  do  his 
best  to  put  the  administration  in  this 
respect  on  a  sound  and  effective  basis. 
With  reference  to  Sir  Edmund  Hender- 
son, he  had  already  said  that  for  many 
years  he  had  been  a  most  efficient  public 
servant ;  and  no  one  regretted  more  than 
he  (Mr.  Childers)  did  the  circumstances 
in  which  that  gentleman  had  thought 
fit,  after  the  Beport  of  the  Committee, 
to  tender  his  resignation-  In  dealing 
witii  a  puhlio  servant  in  these  circum- 
stances— and  no  one  could  have  been 
more  genUethan  he  had  been  in  doing  so 
— he  submitted  himself  to  the  House, 
and  asked  it  not  to  adopt  any  Besolution 
which  would  imply  that  he  had  been 
remiss  in  the  disdiarge  of  his  duty. 

Mb.  "W.  H.  smith  said,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  possible  to  enlcu-ge  too 
much  on  the  personal  responsibility 
which  attached  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
fortheHomeDepartment  in  this  matter, 
and  most  certainly  nothing  which  he 
would  venture  to  suggest  would  be  at 
all  calculated  to  depreciate  that  respon- 
sibility. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
told  the  House  that  the  responsibility  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  was  complete  and 
entire  with  regard  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  peace  of  the  Metropolis,  and  had 
pointed  out  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
executive  officers  under  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  take  directions,  after  Uiat  official 
had  made  himself  acquainted  vith  the 
various  oircumstanora  of  the  ease,  to 
conduct  the  required  operations.  He 
said  it  was  also  tlie  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  place  entire  confidence  in 
that  officer.  He  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
thought  the  particular  feature  which 
struck  one  in  connection  with  the  events 
of  February  8  was  this — that  there  did 
not  seem  to  have  been  a  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility in  any  quarter  which  at- 
tached to  UioBe  who  had  the  care  of  the 
peace^  the  order,  and  the  security  of  the 


Metropolis.  He'was  not  going  to  bring 
any  charge  against  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman;  no  charge  rested  against 
him ;  but  he  asked  if  it  did  not  strike 
hon.  Members  that  it  was  an  extra- 
ordinary occurrence  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  have  been  allowed  by 
the  administrative  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  sit  at  the  Home  Office  up  till  6  or 
half-past  6  o'clock  that  evening,  and  to 
have  been  unaware  of  the  events  which 
were  known  almost  in  every  other  part 
of  London  shortly  after  their  occurrence? 
It  appeared  to  him  that:,  both  at  the 
Home  Office  and  at  Scotland  Yard,  a 
feeling  seemed  to  have  existed  that  the 
arrangements  which  had  been  made  had 
been  adequate  for  all  contingencies,  and 
that  it  was  nobody's  duty  to  follow  up 
the  arrangements,  and  see  that  the 
events  which  were  not  at  first  fore- 
seen should  be  guarded  against.  Great 
streN  had  been  laid  on  the  fact  that  the 
newspapers  contained  no  indication  that 
riots  were  expected.  He  would  admit 
that  people  going  about  to  fulfil  their 
ordinary  avocations  on  this  Monday  had 
no  expectations  that  a  riot  would  occur, 
that  windows  would  be  broken,  men 
robbed,  and  shops  plundered.  There 
remained,  however,  the  fact  that  men 
were  gathered  together  on  that  day, 
under  conditions  which  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity, to  those  who  chose  to  avail  them- 
selves of  it,  to  combine  for  purposes  of 
riot  and  robbery.  One  would  have 
thought  that,  under  tiiose  circumstances, 
surely  it  was  someone's  duty  to  have 
watched  over  this  gathering  of  people, 
and  to  have  made  it  impossible  for  the 
bad  characters  to  commit  the  riots  and 
the  robberies  which  took  place.  It  had 
been  remarked  that  those  riots  were  not 
committed  by  working  men.  He  had  had 
great  experience  of  the  Metropolis,  and 
he  would  express  his  own  conviction  that- 
the  unemployed  working  men  had  no 
part  whatever  in  the  disturbance.  The 
people  called  Social  Democrats  were, 
he  believed,  remarkably  few  in  number, 
and  he  should  not  like  to  charge  them 
with  a  desire  to  commit  robbery,  or  to 
aid  in  the  destruction  of  property ;  but 
there  was  in  the  Metropolis  a  large 
number  of  low  characters,  who  were 
called  loafers  by  some,  and  pickpockets 
and  thieves  by  others,  who  availed  them- 
selves of  an  opportuni^  of  this  kind  to 
reap  a  ri(^  harvest.  It  was  also  well 
kn&ir&  thftt  a  lai^  niunber  of  perstHU 
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attached  themeelTes  to  a  gatherings  of 
this  kind,  for  the  purpose  of  robbing 
citizens,  breaking  windows,  and  looting 
shops.  He  thought  the  events  that  had 
ooourred,  however  sad  they  might  bo — 
and  there  could  be  not  the  slightest 
doubt  they  were  extremely  bo — would  be 
very  useful  in  this  sense,  if  in  no  other — 
if  they  pointed  to  the  necessity  oJE  a 
greater  sense  of  re^nsibility  on  the 
part  of  ^raons  in  authority  concerned 
wiUi  their  prevention,  and  if  they  en- 
abled, in  the  future,  the  Home  Secre- 
tary and  the  polioe  to  anticipate  any 
disturbancoB  which  might  occur.  A 
pob'oeman  might  not  be  able  to  antici- 

Eate  an  act  of  robbery  or  of  violence ; 
ut  here  was  an  organized  body  of  men, 
whose  possible  acts  it  was  surely  the 
duty  of  the  police  and  of  the  Executive 
Government  to  anticipate  and  to  prevent. 
A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  the 
right  of  public  meeting.  He  respected 
that  right  as  much  as  anyone  did,  and 
he  thought  that  it  would  be  a  grave 
matter  indeed  for  a  Govemmoit  to  in- 
terfere with  the  right  of  public  meeting ; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  there  waa  no  greater 
danger  to  the  right  of  public  meeting 
than  the  conduct  of  those  promoters  of 
them  who  failed  to  make  proper  pro- 
vision agunst  riot  and  disturbance.  In 
his  opinion  they  were  bound  to  use  all  tiie 
influence  they  possessed  to  sustain  the 
Government  in  maintaining  order.  He 
wished  to  keep  clear  of  personal  oon- 
troversy,  for  this  was  too  grave  a  matter 
to  be  made  a  ^raonal,  a  Party,  or 
a  political  question.  He  was  exceed- 
ingly glad  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  hfid 
declared  his  intention  not  to  accept  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Shoreditoh  (Mr.  James  Stuart),  who 
sought  to  connect  this  question  with 
the  future  gOTernment  of  the  Metro- 
polis. This  was  a  question  which  con- 
oemed  a  population  larger  than  that  of 
Ireland,  with  more  diversity  of  interests. 
The  area  included  the  centre  of  govern- 
ment and  the  Houses  of  FarUament,  and 
the  suggestion  was  that  the  police  of  the 
area  was  to  be  controlled  by  the  watch 
oommittee  of  a  Municipality  which  had 
yet  to  be  formed.  In  regard  to  the 
point,  no  responsible  statesman  had 
ever  endorsed  the  suggestion  that  the 
polioe  of  the  Metropolis  should  be  con- 
trolled by  a  municipal  government,  and 
he  should  be  surprised  to  hear  it  made 
by  anyone  liolduig  a  reiponsible  position 
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in  the  Govemmeoit.  He  furthw  foelieived 
that  the  majority  of  the  rat^Miyers  of 
the  Metropolis  had  no  desire  to  have  the 
control  oi  their  own  polioe.  {**  Oh, 
oh!  "1  There  might  be  a  minority  who 
had  that  wish ;  but  he  spoke  as  having 
represented  Westminster  for  18  years, 
and,  having  mixed  largely  with  all 
classes,  he  maintained  there  was  no 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  Uie 
rat^yers  and  the  inhabitants  to  have 
the  control  of  their  own  polioe.  ["  Oh, 
oh !  "1  Though  by  no  means  adverse 
to  municipal  government,  he  held  that 
the  majority  had  no  desire  to  control 
the  police  of  a  large  Province  which 
included  part  of  Essex,  nearly  the  whole 
of  Middlesex,  and  parte  of  Surrey.  He 
recogniaed  the  fact  that,  in  the  absence 
of  a  Municipality,  Metropolitan  ques- 
tion bad  to  be  disouBsed  in  that  House ; 
but  still  the  Metrop<Jis  did  not  occupy 
a  very  large  share  of  the  time  of  the 
House.  No  doubt,  the  municipal  go- 
vernment of  London  might  be  improved ; 
but  ho  believed  the  miy'ority  of  the  in- 
habitants were  oppoaed  to  uie  ooBstita- 
tioB  of  one  body  tot  that  purpose.  He 
wished  to  con&m  the  remark  Uiat  had 
been  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Becretaiy  of  StaU  for  &e  Home  De- 
partment, as  well  aa  by  other  apeakras 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that  the  dis- 
position of  the  polioe  was  exceUeot. 
From  his  knowledge  of  and  intercourse 
with  them,  he  believed  that  the  temper, 
feeling,  capacity,  and  disposition  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  MetropoUtan  Polioe 
were  as  good  as  those  of  any  other  body 
to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  They  were  perfectly  capable 
and  willing  to  do  their  duty;  but  they 
must  have  orders.  No  blame  attachra 
to  them  for  the  events  of  Monday  fort- 
night, because  the  necessary  orders  were 
not  given  to  them,  and  tiie  necessaiy 
foresight  was  not  shown.  No  doubt  Sir 
Edmund  Hendwson  had  rendffl«d  ad- 
mirable eervioes  to  the  public  in  the 
past ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  shut  one's 
eyes  to  the  deplorable  facts  now  brought 
to  light.  The  mistake  was  grievous  in 
its  character ;  and  while  recogniring  to 
the  full  the  claims  of  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson to  a  generous  consideration,  he 
felt  Uiat  no  other  course  could  have  been 
taken  than  the  one  that  had.  He  wosld 
not  go  into  the  personal  question,  al- 
though he  could  have  wished  that  the 
Home  Seeretaiyhaid  not  takeatheChMC 
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of  the  Oommittee.  But  he  would  not 
qnanel  with  the  -new  taken  by  the  right 
hoa.  Gtontl^an,  whose  aeoeptanoe  of 
responsibility  was  worth  muoh  to  that 
House.  The  selection  of  Members  of 
the  Oommittee  muBt  rest  with  him  alone, 
as  also  the  proriBion  of  machinery  to 
secure  the  desired  results.  He  did  not 
wish  to  share  that  responsibility  with 
the  right  hoo.  Gentleman  in  the  least; 
and,  therefore,  he  said  to  him — "Act 
as  you  like ;  take  what  steps  you  please." 
The  House  of  Commons  and  the  country 
would  willingly  provide  a  sufficient  body 
of  men  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
Metropolis.  He  thought  that  an  inquiry 
by  a  Oommittee  ought  to  be  made  in 
faimo98  to  the  working  men  of  London, 
in  order  to  get  a  little  more  light  as  to 
that  dangerous  dass  of  persons  who  were 
hanging  upon  the  skirts  of  every  move- 
ment, and  who,  whatever  they  might 
call  themselves,  whether  Badioals  or 
Sodal  Demagogues,  were  ready  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  put 
their  hands  in  other  people's  pockets. 
He  considered  that  the  police  themselves 
ought  to  have  a  little  more  knowledge 
and  a  little  more  power  than  they  had 
to  enable  them  to  deal  with  that  class, 
who  were  a  dangerous  element  in  the 
centre  of  a  great  population.  The  class 
might  be  small  in  number,  but  they 
seized  upon  and  availed  themaelreB  oi 
any  popular  excitement.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  inquiry  would  be  undertaken 
by  a  tribunal  of  a  public  character,  and 
that  it  would  be  complete  and  searching, 
and  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  who  were  in- 
terested in  the  good  name  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  this  oountry.    He  was 

flad  to  know  that  compensation  was  to 
e  given  to  those  who  had  suffered  by 
the  riot;  it  was  only  reasonable,  al- 
though one-half  would  practically  oome 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayers  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  other 
half  woald  be  paid  by  the  ratepayers 
of  the  Metropolis,  and  he  should  not 
grudge  hie  contribution  to  it.  The  point 
to  be  aimed  at  in  the  futnre  was  that 
the  ratepayers,  who  paid  largely  for  a 
force  to  maintain  order  and  security, 
should  be  able  to  feel  that  they  could 
rely  upon  it.  Otherwise,  consider  what 
the  result  would  be.  The  peaceable 
utszeos.  driven  by  a  feeing  ot  ioseeu- 
lity,  wonld  take  measures  to  pfotect 
tiienM^vei^  and  no  disastte  ooald  be 
gMftter  tlum  that  tihe  peo^e  of  thit 


Metropolis  should  come  to  the  eonelu- 
sion  that  any  Qovemment  were  unwill- 
ing to  take  on  themselves  the  responsi- 
bility  of  the  duty  of  keeping  order  and 
protecting  property.  If  that  were  so, 
it  would  not  be  long  before  the  old 
spirit  of  Englishmen  would  revive.  If 
they  could  not  induce  the  Government 
to  protect  them,  they  would  take  steps 
to  protect  themselres,  and  then  would 
come  a  period  of  evil  and  mischief 
which  would  be  a  bad  omen  for  the 
liberties  and  happiness  of  this  country. 
What  was  essential  was  that  there 
should  be  security  for  alt  who  honestly 
pursued  their  avocations,  and  that, 
under  proper  regulations,  men  should 
still  enjoy  the  right  of  publio  meeting. 

Mb.  OBEMEK  said,  that  he  trusted 
his  hon.  OoUeague  in  tiie  refHresentation 
of  Shoreditoh  (Mr.  James  Stuart)  was 
satisfied  wi<^  the  promise  given  by  the 
Home  Secretory,  and  womd  not  press 
his  Besolution  to  a  division.  A  desire 
had  been  manifested  on  all  hands  that 
an  investigation  should  take  place  into 
the  causes  which  led  to  the  disturbance, 
because,  at  present,  the  House  was  not 
in  possession  of  any  information  which 
would  lead  it  to  a  right  conclusion  as  to 
the  promoters  of  it.  Everyone  knew 
what  had  happened ;  but  what  they 
wanted  to  know,  and  what  people  out-of- 
doors  wanted  to  know  was  how  it  hap- 
pened. When  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Bitchie)  rose,  it 
might  have  been  expected  that  he  would 
throw  some  light  on  the  subject,  ^e 
hon.  Member  had  for  some  years  en- 
joyed the  friendship  of  the  promoters  of 
the  meeting  in  Trafalgar  square,  and 
on  more  ^an  one  ocoasi<m  he  had 
attended  their  meetings  and  been  asso- 
ciated with  them  in  their  enterprizes. 
He  hoped  he  did  not  do  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber injustice  when  he  said  that  he  was 
strongly  inclined  to  believe — and  that  be- 
lief was  shared  by  many  outside  the 
House— that  the  hon.  Member  could,  if 
he  so  desired,  afford  a  considerable 
amount  of  information  with  regard  to  the 
doings  of  the  gentlemen  in  question.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  an  opportunity  of 
giving  that  information  at  a  future  in- 
quiry would  be  afforded  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  As,  however,  the  hon. 
Member  had  not  thrown  any  light  on 
the  question,  perhaps  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  forSoauPaddington  (Lord 
Banddph  OhurdiUl)  would  assifft  faim.- 
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He  believed  that  the  noble  Lord,  from 
bis  connection  wiUi  a  w«U-knowQ  ogi* 
tatoT  who  was  frequently  witbin  the  pre* 
cincts  of  that  House,  could,  if  he  desired, 
tbrow  a  considerable  amouat  of  light  on 
the  disturbances  which  bad  taken  place. 
He  (Mr.  Cremer)  was  not  insinuating 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  any  connection 
with  the  original  promoters  of  the  meet- 
ing; but  tli^t  he  was  connected  with 
another  agitator  who,  not  many  years 
ago,  was  parading  the  Metropolis  with 
a  fez  on  his  head  and  a  Turkish  flag  in 
his  hand  trying  to  get  up  an  exoitement 
among  the  people.  Some  asserted  that 
the  agitator  to  whom  he  alluded  had 
inspired  the  noble  Lord  to  found  the  new 
Tory  Democracy,  and  that  he  had  been 
the  guide,  coimsellor,  and  friend  of  the 
noble  Lord  for  some  years  past.  But  as 
neither  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamlets  nor  the  noble  Lord  had  afforded 
the  House  any  information,  perhaps  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  (Sir  Bobert 
Fowler)  could  tbrow  a  little  light  upon 
the  subject.  There  were  certain  Gentle- 
men who,  free  lances  themselves,  had 
always  a  number  of  men  at  their  beck 
and  call,  who  could  always  be  despatched 
to  any  part  of  the  Metropolis,  or  any 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  who 
would  engage  to  get  up  a  meeting  or  to 
break  up  a  meeting  for  a  sufficient  con- 
sideration. Many  of  the  meetings  pro- 
moted by  the  Municipal  Beform  League 
had  been  defeated  in  their  operations 
by  means  of  disturbances  which  bad 
been  traced  to  the  sources  to  which  he 
had  referred.  They  were  anxious  that 
these  people  should  be  unmasked  ;  that 
these  parasites,  who,  for  many  years, 
had  paraded  themselves  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  organized  bodies  of  working 
men,  should  have  their  true  character 
made  known,  as  they  were  exceedingly 
desirous  that,  for  the  future,  they  should 
be  rendered  innocuous,  and  that  could 
only  bo  done  by  the  light  being  let  in 
upon  them.  There  were  u;itators  and 
agitators;  ho  had  himself  been  one, 
and  80  had  many  of  his  hon.  Friends. 
But  the  result  of  the  agitation  of  himself 
and  his  hon.  Friends  was  that  they  were 
landed  on  the  Benches  of  the  House  of 
Oommons  as  Members  of  that  House. 
But  the  men  to  whom  he  was  referring 
belonged  to  no  such  agitation  as  that. 
They  had  no  organization,  but  met  in 
some  public-house  from  time  to  time  to 
concert  their  plans  \  prepared  their  own 
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newspaper  reports ;  in  fact,  they  lived 
on  paragraphs  and  subsidiofc  That  was 
the  character  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Trafalgar  Square  meeting.  All  real 
working  men  organizations  were  public, 
well  known,  and  registered  under  the 
Trades  Union  Act ;  but  the  men  in  ques- 
tion had  no  visible  means  of  subaisteiiee, 
yet  they  did  live,  and  lived  weU^  and 
for  some  time  past  they  had  been  living 
in  clover,  and  were  ready  to  work  for 
any  cause.  Sometimes  they  were  adro- 
cates  of  Sugar  Bounties,  at  other  timra 
they  figured  aa  riverside  workmen,  ad- 
vocating bridges  ovOT  the  Thames  or 
tunnels  under  it ;  then  they  were  heani 
of  as  leaders  of  the  Metropolitan  La- 
bourers' Union,  advocating  or  oppoaing 
Cattle  Diseases  Bills.  They  had  also 
been  concerned  in  niunbers  of  bye- 
elections  ;  but  their  golden  harvest  was 
the  General  Election.  He  was  g^ad 
that  the  Party  opposite  pressed  for  this 
inquiry,  though  some  awkward  results 
might  follow.  It  might  surprise  hon. 
Members  oppoute  to  hear  the  kind  of 
iaf(Hmation  which  he  and  his  Frimda 
were  prepared  to  give;  and  he  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  for  Westminster  would 
not  regret  challenging  an  inquiry,  be- 
cause on  the  Badicu  side  of  the  House 
they  had  everything  to  gain,  while  he 
was  afoud  several  Members  on  the  Op- 
position side  would  find  that  they  had  a 
great  deal  to  lose  by  it.  Thwe  men 
went  down  to  Birmingham  to  oppose 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Se- 
cretary to  the  Home  Office  (Mr.  Broad- 
huret),  and  as  soon  as  the  working 
men  of  Birmingham  discovered  that 
they  resolved  to  return  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  Parliament.  These  men,  too, 
had  by  their  opposition  also  secured 
the  return  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Ham.  If  he  was  not  nois- 
taken,  the  noble  Lord  Uie  Member  for 
South  Paddington,  or  some  of  his 
Friends,  had  some  kind  of  connection 
with  the  Sociid  Democrats  who  took  part 
in  this  demonstration,  and  could  make 
some  interesting  disclosures  of  the 
methods  and  practicos  of  that  class  of 
men. 

Mb.  SPEAKES  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  travelling  wide  from  the  Question.  I 
must  remind  him  that  the  subject  before 
the  House  is  the  administration  and  re- 
organization of  the  Metropolitan  Police. 

Mb.  CBEHEH  said  he  bowed  to  the 
authority  of  the  Ohaix.  Ho  regretted  the 
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aibsence  of  the  leader  of  the  morement 
for  mmucipal  r^<cnm  ftom  that  Honee, 
but  that  gentleman  had  been  suoeeeded 
hj  others  who  would  carry  the  move- 
ment to  a  sacoesaful  isene,  and  would 
cordially  support  the  proposal  for  placing 
the  police  under  the  control  of  the  Mu- 
nioipal  Authorities. 

8m  HENRY  HOLLAJ^D  said,  he 
had  listened  with  surprise  to  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  jnst  sat 
down,  and  had  fully  anticipated  that 
the  hon.  Member  would  be  called  to 
Order.  The  hon.  Member  forgot  al- 
together, if  he  had  ever  read,  the  terms 
of  the  Amendment  under  the  oonsidera- 
tion  of  the  House.  He  had,  apparently, 
come  down  to  the  House  full  of  insinua- 
tions, which  he  had  east  wholesale  against 
all  who  sat  on  the  Conservative  Benches, 
and  as  to  whioh  he  could  not,  or  did  not, 
prodnoe  a  tittle  of  proof.  He  spoke,  in- 
deed, of  oonelusiTe  evidence;  but  his  no- 
tion of  oonolnuve  evidence  appeared  to 
be  simply  his  own  statement,  whioh  the 
House  were  called  upon  to  accept  as 
proof.  He  (8ir  Henry  Holland)  was 
quite  ready,  and  so  were  the  Members 
on  that  side  of  the  House,  to  hare  a  full 
inquiry  into  the  origin  and  character  of 
the  meeting.  They  were  not  afraid  of 
the  discovery  of  any  Tory  plots  or  con- 
Bpiraeies  such  as  had  been  denounced 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal  Qreen 
(Mr.  Howell),  nor  of  any  Whig  plot ;  for 
that  hon.  Member  was  not  content  with 
attacking  the  Oooservatives,  but  brought 
a  ridiculous  charge  against  the  late 
Home  Secretary  (Sir  William  Haroourt), 
that  he  had  pat  pressure  on  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  to  resign,  and  had  relied 
upon  the  faot  of  a  meeting  going  off  too 
qnietlyin  support  of  that  pressure.  There 
ooidd  be  no  fear  of  deuing  with  euoh 
charges  as  these,  so  vague  and  unsup- 
ported. As  regarded  this  Oommittee,  it 
had  been  no  pleasure  to  him  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  to  act  upon  it,  but  very  much 
the  reverse.  He  was  an  old  friend  of 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson,  and  highly 
Talued  that  friendship;  and  nothingbut 
a  sense  of  public  duty  would  have  in- 
duced him  to  undertake  the  painful  task 
whieh  he  had  been  called  upon  to  dis- 
charge. Thehon.  Memberfor  the  Abbey 
DivieifHL  of  Westminster  (Mr.  Bnrdett- 
Oontts)  said  that  he  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
and  bis  CoUei^s  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  'Sswer  Hamlets  (Mr.  fiitohie)  had 
no  ipoolal  ^nAUfioatfions  for  lh«  taHkf  as 


26,  1886}  MffropoUtm  PoUee  Fortt,  1484 

he  nndwstood,  because  they  were  civi- 
lians. Then  the  hon.  Member  went  on 
to  find  fault  with  Lord  Wolseley's  ap- 
p<nntment  because  he  was  a  military 
man.  Bat  if  they  were  disqualified 
beoanse  th^  were  civilians,  and  Lord 
Wolseley  was  disqualified  because  he 
was  a  military  man,  who  on  earth  could 
"be  found  with  the  necessary  (Salifica- 
tions unless  it  was  the  hon.  Member 
himself?  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  had  fully  explained  their 
reasons  for  acting  on  this  Oommittee, 
and  their  position  as  regarded  the  Home 
OfiSce  and  the  public,  and  he  would  not 
re-state  them.  All  misapprehension  and 
all  questions  as  to  the  desirability  of 
himself  and  his  hon.  Friend  serving 
on  this  Committee  were  nmored,  when 
it  was  distinctly  understood  that  the 
aotion  tcoA.  conanet  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Home  Offloe  were  not  to 
be  inqaired  into  by  the  Committee,  but 
tmly  the  oondnot  of  the  poUee.  For  him- 
self, he  never  could  understand  how  it 
could  have  been  supposed  possible  that 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  a  high 
officer  of  State  and  his  Department  could 
have  been  entrnsted  to  a  ^unst-Depart- 
mental  Committee  by  the  Seoretary  of 
State  J  or  how  an  inquiry  into  the  con- 
doct  of  the  police  comd  interfere  with, 
or  shield  the  Secretary  of  State  from,  a 
public  inquiry,  if  thought  necessary. 
Their  position  was,  however,  made  quite 
clear  by  the  opening  paragraph  of  the 
Heport.  As  to  the  Report  itself,  some 
faults  had  been  found  with  it,  partly,  he 
thonght,  from  the  misapprehension  of 
the  seope  of  their  inquiry;  some  be- 
cause ti&e  eriticB  had  hardly  studied  the 
Beport  itself.  He  ventured  to  think 
that  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Algernon 
Percy)  when  he  s^d  that  the  Beport 
was  unfair,  in  that  it  condemned  the 
police  for  things  which  were  beyond 
their  control,  had  not  observed  the  plan 
of  the  Report.  The  Committee  began 
by  a  bare  narration  of  the  facts ;  Ibey 
then  proceeded  to  point  out  special  errors 
of  judgment  displayed  on  the  8th ;  and 
then  they  pointed  out  the  defects  of  the 
system.  They  did  not  blame  the  police 
for  those  defects ;  and  indeed,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  the  defective  system  formed 
an  excuse  to  the  Police  Authorities  for 
not  being  able  to  stop  the  rioting.  In 
those  d^ots  they  recognized  that  somo 
justifioatimi  ooald  be  found  for  the  aotion 
•f  the  polioe,  while  reefunmending  Im* 
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m«diale  aUentkm  io  the  defoete  tiiem- 
Belvea.  The  hon.  Member  foe  the  Abbey 
Division  of  Westminatar  was  pleased  to 
ridieale  the  Oommittee  for  having:  sug- 
gested that  Sir  Edmund  Henderson 
■hould  hare  sat  at  the  base  of  the  Nelson 
Cktlnnm  ia  full  uniform,  with  ooeked  hat 
and  spnre.  He  (Sir  flenry  Hcdland) 
need  hardly  assure  the  House  ihat  there 
was  no  euw  recommendation,  or  any- 
thing like  it  in  the  Bepori.  The  para- 
gra^  was  mmjaly  an  outoome  m  the 
fertile  imagination  of  the  hon.  Ifember. 
The  Committee  found  fanlt  with  Mr. 
Superintendent  Walker,  who  had  sole 
control  in  Trafalgar  Square,  for  not  re- 
maining in  one  i^aoe,  where  his  oon- 
Btables  oould  find  him.  The  Superin- 
tendent was  in  pleun  olothes ;  he  was 
hustled  about  in  the  orowd ;  he  felt 
amongst  thieves,  and  his  pockets  were 
picked.  An  officer  who  was  in  command 
on  such  an  occasion  ought  to  remain  in 
a  ewtain  place  where  he  could  be  found, 
and  to  hare  witii  him  men  to  act  as 
messengers  if  necessary.  The  C!ommit- 
tee  had  not  only  no  fault  to  find  with 
private  constables ;  but  reof^^niited  that 
they  were  a  very  hard-vorldi^,  capable, 
and  ezcdlent  body  of  men.  Among  the 
superior  offl-cm  Aere  was  not  enough 

Sower  of  initiation ;  but  that  criticism 
id  not  apply  to  fite  oonstablm.  He 
heartily  agreed  with  what  had  been  said 
in  "another  plaoe"  by  Lord  Aberdare 
with  reference  to  Sir  Edmund  Hender- 
son, and  to  the  excellent  public  work  he 
had  done.  It  would  be  a  bad  day  for 
this  country  when  such  services  as  that 
officer  had  rendered  were  forgotten.  He 
was  nevertheless,  to  a  certain  degree, 
responsible  for  tbe  defective  system  of 
organization.  In  that  respect  he  had 
faUed.  He  (Sir  Henry  ^lland)  was 
glad  to  know  that  the  Amendment  was 
not  to  be  pressed ;  because  he  felt  satis- 
fied that  to  remove  the  police  from  tiie 
oontrol  of  the  Executive  Gtorenunent, 
who  were  responsible  for  peaoe  and 
order,  and  to  place  them  under  the  oon- 
trol  of  a  representative  Body,  however 
ezedlent,  would  be  a  great  mistake. 

Mb.  BBADLAUGH  said,  he  would 
not  indulge  in  any  insinuationB,  but 
would  mahe  a  plain  statement  with  re- 
to  the  part  which  the  Tory  Party 
played  in  oonnection  with  certain 
agitations.  He  agreed  with  the  opinion 
t&t  had  been  expressed  that  a  num- 
ber of  people  assembled  in  Trafifiigar 

Sir  Mmy  BitUand 


Square  with  the  knowledge  thai  a  riot 
might  oeourj  and  be  was  prepared  to 
produoa  evideoiee  before  a  Oomiiuttee  of 
Inquiry  to  show  who  were  the  people 
who  brought  together  thorn  who  WMe 
likely  to  take  part  in  the  riot.  He  would 
undertake  to  show,  if  an  inquiry  were 
granted,  which  now  seemed  certain,  tbat 
during  ^e  six  weeks  preceding  the  day 
of  the  meeting  in  Tcaialgar  Sqwoe  large 
auma  of  money,  far  exceeding  ai^  legiti- 
mate allowance  for  expensea  inourred  in 
convening  a  meeting  of  that  kind,  were 
supplied  to  Mr.  S.  Peters  by  leading  Oon- 
servatives,  Members  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  [<*Oh,ohr']  Heundertook 
to  show  that  part  of  the  money  was  paid 
byoheque;that  some  of  the  cheques  were 
payable  to  bearer,  and  others  to  order, 
and  crossed ;  and  also  to  prove  that  the 
dieqnes  reached  the  handsof  the  bankers, 
and  to  produce  some  of  the  beerahop 
keepers  at  whose  establiahments  the 
proeeeds  were  spent  by  the  sober  patriots 
who  were  callea  on  to  aid.  He  tiiought 
it  fair  to  add  that  he  had  commonieated 
his  intention  to  Hr.  Peten,  who  denied 
in  writing  that  any  oheqae  had  reaohed 
him ;  but  he  must  say  that  the  ai^natare 
to  this  reply  to  his  oommnnieaticm.  was 
the  same  as  that  whmh  he  had  seen  on 
the  bade  of  some  of  the  chequas  towhieh 
he  had  refenred.  He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  in  keeping  with  the  decorum 
of  the  debates  in  uiat  House  to  oontinue 
this  personal  matter,  or  to  weaken  the 
effect  of  the  charge  he  had  made  by 
any  other  words ;  and  he,  therefore,  leu 
it  there. 

GxHEBAi.  OOLDSWOBTHY  said,  he 
was  at  the  meeting  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
and  saw  there  several  of  his  consti- 
tuents who  were  out  of  employment, 
and  they  were  very  glad  to  see  him 
amongst  them.  IZauffhitr.']  Well,  it 
was  the  duty  of  a  Member  to  look 
after  his  constituents.  The  first  speeohes 
which  he  heard  were  in  favour  of  Fair 
Trade,  and  he  aaw  nothing  in  than  to 
object  to.  A  large  nnmbw  of  the  men 
present  were  out  of  wnplo^nent,  and 
many  of  them  were  starving.  He  was 
told  by  some  of  tiiem  that  they  had  had 
nothing  to  eat  that  day,  and  he  sympa- 
thized with  them  very  much.  Speeohes 
were  subsequently  d^vered,  enfocoing 
the  aigument  that  to  behave  quietly 
would  not  avail,  and  that  itwasneoeaaary 
to  proclaim  by  agitation  that  those  pre- 
■snt  were  in  distarass.  He  foUowod  th9 
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orovd  ihroagh  Pall  M«U  and  into  Pie< 
oadilly,  wbora  he  vas  struck  b j  tlw  care- 
ful maimer  in  which  the  oonetables  mro- 
teotod  the  Aope  wheio  windows  had 
been  Imiheii.  whm  he  arrived  near 
the  AohiUeB  Statue  he  heard  epeet^es 
deliTeied  hj  men,  who  addreasad  the 
mob  very  much  after  the  manner  attri- 
buted to  the  President  of  the  Local  Qo- 
verameat  Board  when  the  zight  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  at  pubUo  meetinge. 
Boon  afterwards  eight  or  ten  people 
seised  him.  Some  of  them  thrust  their 
hands  into  his  pockets,  and  others  tried 
to  tear  open  his  overooat;  bathe  pre- 
vented them  from  getting  his  watch. 
He  was,  however,  thrown  down,  and 
would  have  been  molested  still  farther 
had  not  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Bemo- 
orats  protected  him.  The  mm  who 
seized  him  did  not  look  like  starving 
men.  Thej  appeared,  on  the  oontrary, 
tobevevyweirled;  bnttheyhadave^ 
bad  and  criminal  aspect.  He  did  not,  in 
the  least  degree,  blame  the  Home  Secre- 
tary for  what  ooourred  that  day  aa  re- 
garded any  imperfect  arrangements  on 
the  part  of  the  police.  There  was  a 
want  of  organization  in  the  whole  affair ; 
that  was  his  opinion,  speaking  as  an 
eye-witness ;  but  he  did  feel  that  it  was 
io  be  regretted  that  the  Home  Secretary 
was  the  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Inquiry.  He  also  thought  that  Lord 
Wolseley,  as  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Army,  ou^ht  not  to  have  sat  on  a  Oom- 
mittee which  was  practically  inquiring 
into  the  oondoct  ex  the  head  of  the 
Mlioe,  which  was  essentially  a  civil 
xoroe.  He  strongly  objected  to  any 
teanafer  of  the  control  of  the  poUo^  and 
hoped  that,  whatever  reform  tWe  nught 
be  in  it,  (HT  tiie  government  of  London, 
the  o<mtrol  of  vxe  Metropolitan  Police 
would  be  kept  in  the  hands  of  the  Home 
Office  wbicmever  Party  might  be  in 
power. 

Mb.  HOWAED  VINCENT  said,  he 
f  ^t  bound  to  congratulate  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Q«ntleman  who  had  just  spoken 
on  the  narrow  escape  he  had  experienced. 
He  (Mr.  Howard  Vincent)  recognized 
that  it  would  not  be  proper  for  bini ,  who 
had  been  so  long  intimately  connected 
with  the  Police  Force,  and  under  the 
control  of  the  Home  Department,  mi- 
nutely to  criticize  the  evidence  taken  by 
the  Oommittee,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Oommittee  upon  it.  But  he  could  well 
vndentond  that  hon.  Hetqben,  who 


lepreseoted  those  whose  property  h*d 
eWffered,  and  "whose  lives  had  been  im- 
perilled,  should  speak  in  ind^nant 
terma  in  regard  to  the  want  of  protee- 
tion  afiorded  by  the  poHce  on  thu  oeoa- 
skm.  It  miut,  however,  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this  was  really  the  first  time, 
within  the  memory  of  the  present  gene- 
ration, that  anytlung  of  the  kind  had 
ooourred.  The  right  of  public  meeting 
had  never  been  oontested  in  this  coun- 
try, and  very  wisely  so  ;  for,  no  doubt, 
pubUc  meetings  acted  as  a  safety  valve 
in  letting  off  the  steam  of  popular  dis- 
content. But  ho  ventured  to  say  that 
not  one  in  ten  <k{  those  who  took  part  in 
those  dMnonstrations  had  the  smaUest 
sympa^y  with  their  object.  The  great 
majority  merely  looked  for  a  little  idle 
amusement.  It  had  always  been  Uieprac- 
tice  of  the  police  not  to  give  exaggerated 
or  nndne  importuioe  to  tbese  meetin^t 
and  not  to  aronse  aoaeeptibilities  by  du- 
plavingalazge  and  unnecessary  foToe.  It 
had  also  been  the  praotioe  to  hold  a  oon- 
siderable  nomber  of  men  in  reserve  in 
case  their  servioea  were  needed ;  and  this 
precaution  had,  it  would  appear,  been 
amply  taken  on  this  occasion.  The  con- 
trol of  crowds  by  the  English  police,  and 
especially  by  the  Metropolitan  Police, 
bad  long  been  the  admiradon  of  foreign 
authorities.  It  was  not  for  him  to  criti- 
cize the  handling  of  the  police  on  this 
occasion  by  one  whose  brothw  officer  he 
had  long  been ;  bat  he  might  point  out 
that  Sir  Edmund  Henderson  had  for  17 
years  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of 
Obief  Commissioner  of  Police  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  endear  him  to  every 
men  under  his  command,  and  to  raise 
the  Metro^litan  Police  Force  high  in 
public  estzmation.  It  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly to  be  regretted  if  Uie  out- 
come of  this  debate  were  to  deprive 
the  Police  Authorities  of  that  freedom 
of  action  and  that  unfettered  respon- 
sibility which  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  the  efficient  discharge  of  their 
du^.  He  was  free  to  admit  that  there 
were  many  matters  in  connection  with 
the  organization  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  susceptible  of  remedy.  He  would 
not  enter  into  these  matters  in  detail ; 
but  he  would  venture  to  point  out  that 
among  matters  requiring  early  attention 
was  the  provision  of  proper  headquarters 
instead  of  the  present  miserable  premise 
in  Seotland  Yard;  and,  secondly,  the 
c(Hutitation  of  a  proper  system  of  in- 
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atruction  in  police  duties  for  ttie  rank 
find  file  of  the  foroe.  Speaking  of  that 
splendid  force,  hoirever,  as  a  whole,  he 
could  only  remind  the  House  of  the 
eloquent  tribute  paid  it  hj  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Ezdiequer  when  Home 
Seeretary — 

"  That  it  wa«  not  aurpriBing  the  police  BOine> 
timea  went  astray,  were  somelimea  in  the 
wrong;  hut  it  was  marToUoaa  how  seldom. 
Their  work  was  genetally  done  with  a  fidelity, 
a  diligenoe,  and  a  discipline  which  wen  the 
admiiatioa  of  all  who  look  the  tronbla  to  make 
themeelTeB  acquainted  with  it." 

The  OHANOELLOH  of  the  EXOHE- 
QUER  (Sir  Wiluam  Haboottbt)  said, 
he  wished,  at  the  commencement  of  bis 
remarks,  to  record  his  entire  agreement 
in  the  testimony  to  the  character  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed bj  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  and  by  others,  as  to  their  ex- 
o^enoe,  both  mental  and  physical.  His 
experience  of  the  force  had  been  that, 
on  the  whole,  they,  to  a  marvellous  de- 
gree, fulfilled  the  duties  with  which  they 
were  intrnsted ;  and  it  would  be  a  great 
misfortune  if,  in  a  moment  of  emte- 
ment,  the  House  and  the  country  were 
to  believe  that  the  present  police  orga- 
nization was  entirely  in  fault,  and  ought 
to  be  condemned.  He  believed  that  if, 
on  account  of  the  deplorable  incident 
that  had  lately  occnrred,  public  confi- 
dence were  shaken  in  the  force,  and  in- 
justice done  to  any  part  of  that  great 
system  which  maintained  the  security  of 
this  Metropolis,  it  would  be  of  incal- 
culable mischief,  and  greater  harm  than 
good  would  result.  A  great  many  unjust 
things  had  recently  been  said  of  the 
police.  'Well,  there  were  Railway  Oom- 
panieSi  extremely  well  managed,  on 
which  hundreds  of^  trains  were  going 
night  and  day  at  express  speed  for 
many  years,  carrying  millions  of  pas- 
sengers in  per&ct  security.  Then  a 
terrible  aooident  happened — ui  accident 
due  to  the  carelessness  of  someone  who 
had  never  been  careless  before,  and  that 
was  very  much  what  had  occnrred  with 
regard  to  the  recent  riot.  The  persons 
responsible  for  the  management  of  the 
PoUce  Foroe  bad  had  to  deal  with  similar 
meetings  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
and  they  had  mways  done  so  success- 
fully, no  event  oi  this  character  having 
occurred  befbre.  Meetings  had  taken 
place  under  every  droumetonce  of  diffi- 
culty and  ^nger,  and  tbe  orpurisatieii 


of  the  police  had  been  found  adeqnafe- 
Nothing  that  he  had  heard  or  which  he 
had  read  in  regard  to  what  occuired  the 
other  day  conveyed  to  his  mind  the 
belief  that  the  organization  was  to 
blame.  It  was  the  result  of  individosl 
carelessness  which  it  was  difficult  to  ex- 

Slain.  The  police  had  very  Tesi>oneiMe 
uties  to  perform,  and  if  any  inquiry 
was  held,  no  doubt  they  would  have 
many  accusers.  The  lum.  Member  for 
Shorediteh  (Mr.  Tames  Stuart)  spoke  in 
severe  terms  of  the  superior  officers  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police.  No  doubt,  dis- 
cha^ed  servants  would  bring  accusa- 
tions against  these  officers ;  but  he  could 
bear  testimony  to  their  high  character 
and  efficiency.  Sir  Edmund  Henderson 
was  a  public  servant  who,  however  un- 
fortunate he  might  have  been  on  this 
occasion — and  it  was  no  part  of  his  (Sir 
William  Harcourt's^  duties  to  pronounce 
judgment  upon  that — for  a  great  num- 
ber of  years  by  his  calmness  and  firm- 
ness, by  his  tact  and  by  his  judgment, 
had  done  his  duty  in  that  great  and  re- 
sponsible office  which  he  filled  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  of  London.  It 
bad  been  said,  and  repeated  during  tiie 
debate,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
too  liable  to  be  overborne  in  his  duties 
by  permanent  officials.  It  was  easy  for 
persons  who  knew  nothing  of  the  duties 
of  the  Home  Office  and  of  the  Police 
Authorities  to  say  that ;  but  the  notion 
of  the  permanent  officials  in  the  Home 
Office  having  anything  to  do  with  the 
administration  of  the  police  was  per- 
fectly ridiculous,  and  anyone  who  had 
ever  gone  up  the  stairs  of  the  Home 
Office  would  know  that.  Whatever  re- 
lations existed  between  the  Home  Office 
and  the  police  were  really  personal  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
police.  The  Secretary  of  State  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  police  in  this  sense — 
and  it  was  the  reiy  highest  sense — he 
was  responsible  for  fhem  just  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  "War  was  respon- 
sible for  the  Army ;  that  was  to  say,  he 
was  responsible  for  appointments  in  the 
police,  he  was  responsible  for  their  effi- 
ciency, he  was  responsible  for  their 
general  poHcy,  if  he  might  so  eall  it, 
and  for  giving  them  instructionB  whe- 
ther they  should  allow  a  meeting  to  take 
place  or  not,  and  whether  they  should 
go  in  this  direction  or  in  that.  He  was 
also  responsible  fbr  placing  at  the  dis- 
poaftl  of  tiie  p<dioe  ui  adequate  foiOb  for 
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any  ciroumstanoes  that  might  arise ;  and 
he  was  responsible  for  the  police  of  the 
Metropolis  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
But  when  it  was  0(Hitended  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  responsible  for 
the  details  of  the  executive  action  of  the 
police,  ft  more  dangerous  or  more  mis- 
chierous  doctrine  it  was  impossible  to 
propound.  In  so  interfering  he  would 
be  doing  notiiing  but  harm,  and  he 
would  be  doing  that  for  which  he  was 
totally  unfit.  What  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  to  do  was  to  see  that  there 
were  proper  men  in  the  police,  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  priocipal  duties 
they  had  to  perform,  and  to  place  a  suffi- 
cient force  at  their  disposal ;  but  if  there 
were  any  attempt  on  his  part  to  conduct 
their  policy  bo  aa  to  say  that  constables 
should  be  in  this  or  that  street,  whether 
in  individual  cases  or  on  occasions  of 
this  character,  he  would  be  doing  exactly 
what  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
would  do  if  he  were  to  telegraph  to  a 
General  in  the  middle  of  an  action  to 
alter  tho  disposition  of  his  forces.  An- 
other subject  had  been  referred  to  by 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Algernon 
Percy),  and  he  hoped  he  did  not  mean 
by  that  reference  that  it  was  inexpedient 
to  allow  these  public  meetings.  He  was 
quite  sure  that  no  greater  mistake  could 
be  made  than  to  prevent  these  meetings. 
They  were  placed  in  London  in  the  midst 
of  a  population  of  4,000,000.  In  other 
towns  in  the  country  meetings  could  be 
held  outside  the  town  ;  but  did  they 
think  it  was  possible  to  say  to  4,000,000 
of  Englishmen — "You  shall  have  no 
opportunity  for  holding  public  meet- 
ings?" What  they  must  do  was  to 
regulate  these  public  meetings ;  and, 
aeoording  to  his  experience,  nothing  was 
easiar  than  to  regulate  public  meetings 
in  London.  In  these  great  crowds  they 
might  depend  upon  it  that  nine  out  of 
every  ten  persons  were  on  the  side  of 
order,  and  would  assist  the  police  in 
maintaining  it.  The  tenth  person  might 
be  a  rough  or  a  plunderer;  but  if  the 
police  were  present  nine  out  of  every  ten 
persons  in  the  crowd  would  aid  them; 
and  he  was  perfectly  certain  that  on  the 
very  occasion  of  these  riots  a  very  small 
body  of  police  could  have  stopped  the 
whole  mischief  at  any  point.  That  was 
one  of  the  reasons  why  he  had  never 
eoncurred  in  the  doctrine  which  he  knew 
wfts  held  by  some  that  the  police  ought 
not  to  be  "shown."    He  thought  thut 
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was  an  entire  mistake.  If  it  should  be 
necessary  to  have  the  military  in  readi- 
ness, they  should  not  be  shown ;"  but 
the  police  were  a  civil  force.  They 
came  from  the  people,  they  belonged  to 
the  people,  and  were  a  civil  force  en- 
rolled for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
people  in  keeping  order;  and  he  had 
always  said — Let  the  police  be  seen,  let 
the  people  know  that  the  polioe  are 
there.  The  presence  of  the  police  on 
the  spot  prevented  the  very  commence- 
ment of  disorder,  and  the  more  they 
were  shown  on  these  occasions  the  better, 
in  his  opinion,  was  it  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Strand  (Bfr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  had  observed  on  the 
information  not  having  been  sent  im- 
mediately to  the  Home  Office.  He 
(Sir  William  Harcourt)  certainly  thought 
that  was  a  great  mistake.  But  let  it  be 
understood  why  it  was  a  mistake.  Tho 
Secretary  of  State  oueht,  no  doubt,  to 
be  infcnrmed  of  everything  tiiat  affected 
the  peace  of  London  at  onco.  But  it 
had  been  said  that  he  ought  to  have  di- 
rected the  operations  of  the  ^lioe.  That 
was,  he  thought,  a  great  mistake,  as  it 
was  no  part  of  his  duty.  If  the  police 
were  overpowered,  the  Secretary  of  State 
would  have  power  to  appeal  to  military 
force ;  but,  generally  speaking,  in  hu9 
opinion,  the  duty  of  theSecretary  of  State 
was  to  take  care  that  an  adequate  force 
was  provided,  that  the  head  of  the  police 
was  informed  as  to  the  policy  he  ought 
to  pursue  and  the  duty  he  ought  to  per- 
form, and  to  advise  as  to  the  legal  posi- 
tion and  action ;  but  after  that  to  leave 
the  executive  action  and  the  conduct  of 
his  policy  on  any  particular  occasion  to 
the  responsible  officers  of  the  police. 
Half-a-dozen  mounted  policemen  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  ^ell  the  whole 
disturbance.  A  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  telegraphic  communication ;  but 
where  they  were  dealing  with  matters  oi 
this  kind  a  few  men  on  horseback  were 
more  valuable  even  than  telegraphic 
communication.  Such  occurrences  as 
those  on  February  8  were  simply  acci- 
dents arising  out  of  a  piece  of  careless- 
ness; but  they  did  not  affect  the  general 
reputation  and  organization  of  the  polioe, 
and  it  would  be  very  dangerous  and  mis- 
chievous to  attack  the  general  organiza- 
tion of  the  police  on  tiie  ground  of 
accidents  of  tlua  character.  These  fears 
as  to  the  existing  organization  of  the 
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police  mre -pnodaoed  "by  sanaational  ao- 
oountfl  of  toe  ocoairenee*  themselves, 
and  by  erroneous  deduotioas,  both  with 
reiwence  to  the  mob  dealt  with,  and 
with  reference  to  the  Police  Force  wbioh 
had  to  eacoimter  them.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  bring  common  aenee  to 
bear  on  thta  matter,  and  not  to  allow  a 
spirit  of  panic  to  inepire  them.  The 
erente  of  February  8  occurred  like  a 
railway  accident,  and  joat  in  the  Bam« 
way  was  much  leas  likely  to  occur  in  the 
fntore.  It  was  equally  certain  they  had 
been  the  raanlt  not  of  a  comedy  of  errors, 
but  of  a  tragedy  of  enoz^  any  oa«  of 
which,  if  it  could  hare  been  foreseen  and 
preyented,  would  have  entirely  stopped 
the  aubsequent  proceeding!.  It  was  a 
lenon  of  vigilacnoe  to  everybody  con- 
cerned, from  the  Home  Office  down  to 
the  lowest  officer  in  the  Police  Force ; 
but  he  was  perfectly  certain  that  to  ex- 
a^erate  the  matter,  or  to  approach  it  in 
any  sensational  Bpirtt,  was  greatly  to  be 
deprecated.  If  the  present  system  had 
not  been  a  good  one,  how  oould  the  Me- 
tropolis have  gone  on  for  30  years  with- 
out the  ooonrranoe  of  an  accident  of  this 
kind  ?  Therefora  he  entreated  the  House 
of  Oomuons  not  to  be  led  away  because 
of  tkese  events.  He  did  not  disparage 
their  ^vity  or  their  ma^itnde ;  but^ 
for  Heaven's  sake,  let  them  look  at  the 
matter  in  a  calm  and  quiet  manner, 
and  bring  to  bear  in  its  discussion 
A  spirit  of  oocA  common  sense ;  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  recognized  that 
far  greater  mischief  would  be  done 
than  any  which  had  yet  been  apparent, 
if  there  was  any  attempt  to  rerolutionize 
altogether  what  for  so  many  years  had 
worked  with  such  advantage  to  the 
people  of  the  Metropolis. 

BiK  JAMES  F£RQUSSON  said,  that 
18  years  ago,  as  Under  Secretaiy  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  he  was 
directed  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the 
organistticHi  of  the  Metropditan  Police 
Force  y  and  it  was  a  remarkable  fact 
that  in  that  Report,  drawn  up  by  Sir 
Houy  Thring  and  himself  they  put 
their  fingers  on  all  the  weak  points 
which  had  been  exposed  on  the  occa- 
sion in  question.  The  first  of  these  was 
the  excessive  ceutraUsation,  and  the  want 
of  superior  responsible  officers.  They 
pointed  out  that  any  day  a  disaster 
might  occur,  through  the  want  of  inune- 
diate  orders,  which  oould  only,  under 
the  present  r^nlations,  be  issued  &om 
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Scotland  Yaird.  They  also  said  the 
foroe  was  fax  too  large  to  be  treated  as 
if  it  were  a  single  battalion,  and  recom- 
mended that  lAndon  should  be  divided 
into  four,  five,  or  eix.  districts,  arid  that 
each  district  should  have  a  Superintoi- 
dent  or  Commissioner,  with  powers  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  Ohief  Constable  of  a 
county.  Lord  Aberdare,  in  "  anotiiw 
place,"  had  stated  that  he  carried  oat 
that  suggestion,  b^  appointing  fbnr  or 
five  DUifaict  Supermtendents  to  mana^ 
different  parts  of  the  Metropolis.  He 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  believed,  how- 
evw,  that  tiie  qrrtem  was  neverproperly 
carried  out,  and  that  Scotland  xard  rs- 
taioed  too  much  of  detail  in  its  hands 
and  never  allowed  these  officers  euffioient 
discretion .  He  regretted  very  much  that 
of  late  years  a  distinoUy  retrograde  step 
had  been  taken.  Whether  the  right  htm. 
Geotloman  opposte  (Sir  William  Har- 
court)  was  responsible  for  it  or  not  he 
did .  not  know  ;  but  two  or  three  of 
these  District  Snpertntendents  had  been 
discontinued.  There  had  been  two  in- 
quiries since. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HABOOURT :  The 
most  recent  Committee  dieapprored  of 
these  District  Superintendanta. 

SiK  JAMBS  FERGUSSON :  Very 
well ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  very  oariora 
that  the  present  Home  Secretary  said 
he  was  going  to  carry  out  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  Committee,  who  had  re- 
commended that  system  at  the  very 
outset  of  their  proposals.  He  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  would  put  it  whe- 
ther it  was  right  or  wise  that  there 
should  be  no  discretion  outside  Scotland 
Yard  to  deal  with  emergencies?  The 
remedy  for  such  fiascos  was  to  take 
away  the  present  excessive  centralisation 
in  Scotland  Yfurd ;  and  he  tmploied 
the  Home  Secretary  not  to  give  way  on 
that  point. 

Mb.  LOGKWOOD  said,  he  looked 
upon  the  attacks  which  had  been  made 
upon  the  present  Home  Secietoky  ai 
perfectly  unjustxfiable.  If  it  was  8n|^> 
gested  m  any  way  that  that  rig^t  h<m. 
Gentleman  was  to  blame  for  what  had 
happened,  they  ought  to  hear  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Secretary 
to  the  Home  Department  what  informa- 
tion he  had  at  the  Home  Office  during 
his  tenure  of  Office,  and  what  steps  he 
took  before  he  left  that  important  post 
to  inform  the  right  hon.  G^tleman  who 
waatoauooeed  him  as  to  what  was  Uk^y 
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to  ooour.  They  had  as  jet  received  no 
informatioD  from  him  upon  the  point. 

8jb  H.  ASSHETON  gross  said,  he 
wished  toeay,  at  the  outset,  how  satisfied 
he  was  at  the  aesertion  made  by  the 
Home  Secretary  as  to  tlie  general  effi.- 
oiency  and  exoellent  ohara^r  both  of 
the  men  and  offioers  of  the  Metropolitan 
Force.  He  was  glad  to  obsevre  that  tke 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  use  of 
the  words  "mental  and  physical,"  and 
he  would  like  to  add  also  the  word 
"  moral "  in  relation  to  the  character  of 
the  force.  He  also  desired  to  bear  his 
testimony  during  six  years  of  Office  to 
that  efficiency,  and  he  was  pleased  to 
say  that  when  he  returned  to  Office  last 
year  he  found  both  officers  and  men  in 
as  good  a  condition  as  he  had  left  them. 
He  was  bound  also  to  add  his  testimony 
as  to  the  conduct  of  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson, who  had  paid  so  much,  attention, 
not  simply  to  the  organization  of  the 
police,  but  to  the  individual  comforts 
and  moral  training  of  every  member  of 
the  force.  He  knew  the  past  services 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson  bad  rendered, 
and  the  excellent  work  he  had  done  in 
the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line  of 
Canada,  in  carrying  out  the  Ashburtou 
Treaty,  and  in  other  directions.  After- 
wards, when  brought  to  this  country  and 
appointed,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Joshua 
Jebb,  to  the  head  of  the  Police  Depart* 
men^  he  administered  for  many  years 
the  duties  of  his  Office  to  the  satisfactdon 
of  those  who  were  over  him.  As  head 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force  for  a 
period  of  1 8  years,  he  had  done  more  to 
promote  the  efficienoy  of  the  force,  and 
far  the  happiness  and  moral  training  of 
each  individual  member  of  it,  than  any- 
one occupying  a  similar  position  bad 
done  before.  Therefore,  he  was  very 
glad  to  hope,  although  this  unfortunate 
circumstance  had  occurred,  that  the 
present  Home  Secretary  fully  recognized 
those  services,  and  that  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  would,  as  he  hoped,  profit 
eventually  by  the  way  in  which  he  would 
be  treated  by  the  Home  Office.  The 
disaster  which  they  all  deplored  was  not, 
in  his  opinion,  due  to  any  great  want  of 
organization  in  the  force.  He  had  read 
the  Keport  over  with  the  evidence,  and 
if  he  had  anything  to  say  about  the 
Bepoirt  it  would  be  this — that  it  was 
oaloulaied  to  raise,  and  have  the  effect 
of  laiaingr  more  distrust  on  tke  part  of 
tiie  piUiUo  as  to  thevrorking  d  the  force 
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than  was  warranted  by  what  took  place. 
He  believed  tkiU  the  disasters  of  a  fort- 
night since  wexe  not  due  to  a  want  of 
organization  on  the  part  of  the  police, 
but  to  the  fact  that  the  Chief  Commis- 
luoner  evidently  underrated  the  gravity 
of  the  situation .  So  many  meetings  had 
passed  off  <)uietly  that  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  did  not  take  into  considera- 
tion oleariy  the  very  peculiar  oharaeter 
of  the  meeting,  or  rather  of  the  two 
meetings;  and  seeing  that  there  was 
danger  of  a  collision  the  police  ought  to 
have  been  warned  of  the  intensity  of  the 
danger.  When  he  (Sir  B.  Assheton. 
Cross)  was  at  the  Home  OfficC;  he  always 
sought  to  impress  upon  the  police  the 
uncertainty  of  the  elements  comprising 
a  large  crowd.  His  own  experience  was 
that  what  they  had  to  fear  was  not  from 
those  who  came  to  hear  discussion,  but 
from  those  wko  did  not  come  to  hear, 
who  mixed  in  the  crowd  and  who  might 
start  it  into  another  channel  altogether. 
He  thought  that  Sir  Edmund  Hender- 
son ougkt  to  have  taken  greater  pre- 
cautions. He  bad  beetn  a^ed  by  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Loekwood) 
what  part  he  had  taken  in  this  matter. 
He  left  the  Home  Office  on  the  Friday 
afternoon,  and  he  saw  Sir '  Edmund 
Henderson  and  asked  him  about  this 
meeting.  He  told  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson that  it  was  one  which  required 
his  very  careful  consideration.  He 
reminded  him  of  the  necessity  of  having 
a  very  large  force,  and  he  remmded  him 
of  his  own  words  used  on  a  previous 
occasion — "  It  is  not  the  meeting,  but 
what  may  come  out  of  it."  He  said, 
further,  to  faim,  using  this  exact  expres- 
sion—"Kow,  mind,  these  thii^^  to  use 
your  own  words,  grow  up  exactly  like  a 
mushroom ;  they  grow  up  so  quickly 
that  you  have  not  time  to  change  your 
plans  at  the  moment— that  you  should 
prepare  for  them  at  the  start."  That 
was  the  warning  which  he  had  given  to 
Sir  Edmund  Henderson  on  the  Friday. 
He  certainly  thought  Sir  Edmund  Hen- 
derson ought  to  have  had  better  infor- 
mation as  to  the  class  of  people  who 
were  coming  up,  and  he  regretted  that 
he  did  not  take  the  opportunity  of  gain* 
ing  further  information  about  what  was 
likely  to  take  ^laoe.  Of  course,  if 
further  information  had  been  gained, 
proper  precautions  might  have  been 
ti^ken  against  this  new  danger.  Ha 
kopad  he  had  now  satisfied  tke  bon. 
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Member.  What  was  the  responeibilily 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  ?  There  was 
no  doubt  he  was  responsible  for  the 
peace  of  the  Metropolis,  for  maintaining 
the  force  in  a  high  state  of  organization, 
BO  that  it  might  be  capable  of  dealing 
at  any  moment  with  any  sudden  emer- 
gency that  might  arise ;  but  he  could  no 
more  take  the  aotnal  direction  of  the 
police  than  the  Secretary  for  War  could 
take  charge  of  the  Army,  or  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  charge  of  the 
Navy;  but  his  duty  was  to  discuss  with 
the  Chief  of  the  Police  all  the  dangers 
which  were  likely  to  arise.  Of  course, 
the  communications  between  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  the  Chief  Commissioner 
would  depend  upon  the  character  of  the 
matter  that  had  to  be  dealt  with ;  but 
during  his  tenure  of  Office  he  always 
felt  a  deep  feeling  of  responsibility  on 
the  subject  of  maintaining  the  public 
peace.  Now  the  possibility  of  the  mob 
going  West  was  just  one  of  the  things 
whicu  might  have  arisen  in  a  discuseion 
with  the  Home  Secretary ;  and  although 
it  appeared  not  to  have  presented  itself 
to  the  mind  of  the  Chief  Commissioner, 
it  seemed  almost  impossible  to  think  it 
had  not  done  eo.  It  was  also  a  great 
mistake  in  the  first  instance  not  to  show 
the  police.  It  waa  proper  not  to  show 
the  military  until  they  were  required ; 
but  the  police,  being  a  civil  force,  ought 
to  be  shown.  Then  a  groat  number  of 
police  should  have  been  kept  in  reserve. 
In  all  serious  cases  he  had  felt  deeply 
the  responsibility  for  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  town,  and  he  never  was 
easy  until  he  knew  that  the  meeting  was 
over  and  that  the  crowd  had  dispersed. 
There  were  several  occasions  wluch  he 
oould  recall.  There  was  one  in  1875, 
when  he  had  reports  every  half-hour 
during  the  time  disturbances  were  going 
on.  There  woe  the  case  which  arose 
out  of  the  Tichbome  trial,  when  De 
Morgan  came  down  to  present  a  Petition 
to  the  House,  and  he  had  to  stop  him. 
During  all  that  time,  he  had  constant 
messages  backwards  and  forwards  by 
constables  and  by  his  private  secretaries 
to  the  Home  Office,  and  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  There  was  the  case  only  the 
other  day  of  threatened  disturbances  in 
the  East  End,  and  ho  had  reports  during 
the  whole  of  that  meeting.  That  prac- 
tice, besides  being  a  precautionary  one, 
made  the  police  feel  that  the  eye  of  the 
Home  Secretary  was  upon  them.  The 
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Chancellor  of  the  Eniheqaer  said:— 
"  What  would  you  do  if  me  riots  were 

going  on  ?  "  But  there  was  a  point  <m 
this  day  when  a  word  from  the  Home 
Secretary  to  Scotland  Yard  might  have 
secured  reinforcements  and  stopped  Htu 
whole  thing.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
the  House  would  not  mn  away  witib  the 
idea  that  the  police  wanted  thorough 
re-organization.  No  donbt,  they,  hke 
almost  all  ether  things,  were  capable  of 
some  improvement ;  but  if,  in  ttying  to 
eflfect  it,  they  upset  the  whole  system 
they  would  run  a  great  danger.  They 
had  had  great  meetings,  dangeroas 
meetings,  during  the  18  years,  and  the 
whole  of  them  had  passed  away  without 
the  smallest  censure ;  and,  indeed,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  the  police  bad 
received  the  thanks  of  that  House  on 
account  of  their  behaviour  with  regard 
to  them. 

LoBD  EDWARD  CAVENDISH:  I 
should  not  have  risen  to  nay  a  single 
word  on  this  occasion  if  it  had  not  been 
for  one  or  two  observations  which  Ml 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  spoken,  which  observations  I  con- 
sider to  be  of  an  ungenerous  character, 
and  unfair  and  unjust  towards  the  pre- 
sent Home  Secretary. 

SiE  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS :  Allow 
me  to  explain.  I  think  that  the  noble 
Ijord  is  labouring  under  a  mistake.  I 
never  intended  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind ;  andlthought  that  I  had  carefully 
refrained  from  doing  so. 

Lord  EDWARD  CAVENDISH:  It 
certainly  appeared  to  me  that  in  some 
of  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  he  suggested  or  insinuated 
that  these  disturbances  were  all  due  to 
some  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Home  Secretary. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Chtlders)  :  Perhaps  my  noble  Friend 
will  allow  me  to  interrupt  him.  I  did 
not  understand  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  have  done  that. 

Lord  EDWARD  CAVENDISH: 
Then  I  beg  to  apologize  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  having  misander* 
stood  in  any  way  what  he  stated.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  that  in  the  observations  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  r^ard  to 
making  inquiry  during  the  course  of  the 
disturbances  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  thrown  out  some  insinuation  to  that 
e£Fect  against  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 


Digitized  by 


1449  toaitt  U  {VESRV^nt 


2<(,  1886}  Landowntr*.  1450 


Childem),  and  had  implied,  that  if  pro- 
per precautions  had  been  takes  the  dis- 
tnrbanoes  might  have  bean  avoided.  I 
can  only  say  that,  holding  the  position 
vhich  my  right  faon.  ^eaif  did  of  Home 
Seoretaiy  on  that  oeoaaioa,  it  was  per- 
ieody  impossible  tux  him  to  have  tt^en 
steps  to  avoid  these  ooourrenoes,  and  any 
interference  on  his  part  would  have  been 
pMfeotly  HDjuBtifiable,  having  already 
an  assurance  that  everything  that  wan 
aecossary  for  the  maintenance  of  order 
would  be  done;  and  he  would  havebeen 
to  blame  if,  under  such  circumstances, 
he  had  given  any  coanter-inatructlons- 
I  may  say,  for  myself,  having  sat  on  the 
Committee,  and  having  signed  the  Re- 
port of  the  Oommittee,  that  I  signed  it 
with  a  feeling  of  re^pret  and  very  great 
rrinctanoe,  forthisreason— I  caanot  for- 
get that  iHisM  is  the  first  occasion,  during 
many  years,  that  any  charge  has  been 
made  agfunst  Sir  Edmund  Henderson, 
and  the  first  occasion  einoe  the  police 
have  been  under  his  control  that  the 
peace  and  public  order  of  the  Metropolis 
hare  been  disturbed.  The  police,  on 
other  occasions,  have  discharged  their 
duties  in  a  manner  which  refleots  the 
greatest  credit  on  themselves ;  and  dar- 
ing the  time  the  police  have  been  under 
the  charge  of  Sir  Edmund  Henderson 
they  have  performed  their  arduous  and 
difficult  duties  in  a  most  satisfactory 
manner.  It  was,  therefore,  with  very 
(freat  regret  that  any  Member  of  theCom- 
mittee  felt  himself  called  upon  to  sign  a 
Beport  whidi  might  be  said  to  reflect 
npon  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Edmund 
Henderson  has  performed  the  important 
datiM  reposed  in  him.  I  will  only  say 
that  if  in  anyway  I  have  miurepresented 
the  rig^t  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken  I  regret  that  I  hare  done  so; 
t>at  I  did  fe»  tiiat  under  the  circam- 
etances  in  which  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  present  Home  Secretary  came  into 
Office  it  would  hare  been  unjust,  un- 
fair, and  imgenerous,  if  any  blame  were 
attributed  to  him  for  what  oooujrod.  It 
certainly  has  been  attributed  to  him— I 
will  not  say  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  by  other  hon.  Members—that 
the  disturbanoes  were  due  in  conse- 
qnenoe  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  not  hav- 
ing tdken  greater  precautions,  and  from 
his  not  haviog  had  more  frequent  com- 
mimioation  with  the  Chief  Oommis- 
noner  of  Police.  After  having  very  care- 
fully littMMd  to  all  the  evidence  which 


was  brought  before  theOommittoe,  I  feel 
that  in  no  sort  of  way  whatever  does  any 
blame  attach  to  my  rig^t  hon.  Friend. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  io. 

Main  Question  again  proposed,  "  That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Ohair." 

LOA^S  TO  LAI7D0WKERS. 

OBSEBTATIOHS. 

Sib  JOHN  8WINBUENB:  There 
is  a  Motion  on  the  Paper  in  my  name— 

"  That  it  is  desirable  that  moro  extended 
facilities  should  "bo  given  "by  legislation  to 
owners  of  land  to  improve  their  eatataa  by 
means  of  moneys  borrowed  on  Terminable 
Annuities  from  the  State." 

My  object  in  placing  this  Motion  upon 
the  Paper  was  to  call  attention  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  landed  pro- 
prietors of  this  country.  In  1846  an 
Act  of  Parliament  was  bronght  in  by  Sir 
BoberiiPeel,  which  allowed  £2.000,000 
to  be  lent  to  the  landowners  for  the  im- 

Srovement  of  the  land  by  means  of 
rainage.  In  the  year  18S0  there  was 
a  further  grant  of  £2,000,000  under 
similar  conditions  to  the  landowners  of 
Great  Britain,  and  similar  advances  were 
mado  to  the  landowners  of  Ireland  at  the 
same  periods.  Leaving  Ireland  out  of 
the  question  for  tlie  present,  the  total 
amount  of  the  advance  sanctioned  by 
Parliament  for  such  purposes  was 
£4,000,000;  and  that  sum  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  landed  proprietors  of 
Scotland  and  England  towards  en- 
abling them  to  effect  improvements  in 
their  land  by  draining  and  building 
suitable  labourers'  houses  at  6^  per 
cent  upon  TOTminable  Annuities  of  22 
years.  This  amount  of  £4,000,000  was 
exhaasted  about  the  year  1870  or  1671. 
Now,  Sir,  not  one  sixpence  of  this' 
money  so  advanced  by  the  State  has 
been  lost.  I  have  been  informed  by 
the  best  authority  that  only  in  two 
instances  there  were  arrears,  which 
were  in  consequence  of  accidental  errors 
having  been  made  in  the  accounts ;  but 
on  each  of  those  occasions,  immediately 
the  matter  was  brought  before  the 
landed  proprietor  who  was  in  arrear, 
the  amount  in  question  was  immediately 
sent  to  the  Office  of  the  Inolosnre  Com- 
missiooers.  What  I  want  now  is  to 
place  for  a  moment  the  condition  of  the 
landed  proprietors  of  this  coimtry  before 
the  EDouse.  On  all  sides  tiiere  has  been 
ao  outcry  for  further  eflwts  on  the  pert 
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of  the  landowners  tor  the  improTements 
of  their  land.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  proposes 
to  make  it  a  misdemeanour  for  laad- 
owners  not  to  cultivate  their  land. 
I  oertainly  think  that  it  is  a  most  de- 
sirable thing  that  they  should  be  placed 
in  a  position  to  oultirate  their  land. 
But  wbat  is  tKe  present  position  of 
landed  proprietors  ?  There  are  themme 
mortgages  upon  it  as  there  were  when 
the  owners  succeeded  to  the  property. 
The  tithes  on  the  land  are  also  the  same; 
and  although  we  hear  of  reductions  of 
rent,  we  have  never  heard  of  one  single 
instance  in  which  tithes  have  been  re- 
duced by  10  or  any  other  percentage; 
on  the  contrary,  they  remain  the  same 
as  they  were  upon  their  accession  to  the 
property.  In  addition,  there  are  charges 
upon  entailed  property  for  younger  chil- 
dren ;  and  last,  although  by  no  means 
least,  there  is  a  charge  for  dowers,  and 
what  remains  longer,  as  a  rule,  than  any 
other  charge  upon  the  estate,  is  the 
oharge  for  dowers.  The  rent  of  landed 
property  has  declined  from  10  to  26  per 
cent  I  am  speaking^  of  Great  Britain 
only.  I  have  no  wish  to  exaggerate, 
but  I  beUere  tbat  upon  some  pro- 
perties the  rent  has  declined  40  per 
cent;  and  many  landowners,  who  are 
not  themselves  responsible  for  the 
charges  placed  upon  their  estates,  are 
called  upon  now  to  improve  their  pro- 
perty, while  the  taxes  on  the  land  have 
been  increased,  and  the  incomes  of  the 
owners  have  fallen.  "We  ■were  told  over 
and  over  again  during  the  late  Election 
that  the  so-called  owners  of  land  did  not 
own  the  fee-simple  of  their  estates,  but 
that  the  fee-simple  is  the  property  of 
the  Commonwealth ;  and  that  the  land- 
lords only  hold  the  property  as  long  as 
they  improve  it,  and  act  up  to  the  old 
spirit  of  the  landed  proprietors  in  the 
feudal  times.  Then,  in  addition,  we 
have  heavy  local  taxes  placed  upon  the 
land,  and  beyond  those  local  taxes  the 
Income  Tax,  which,  although  it  is  col- 
lected in  Ireland  upon  two-thirds  of  the 
rent,  is  collected  in  Great  Britain  upon 
the  full  rent.  Hon.  Members  will  pro- 
bably ask  why  persons  engaged  in  com- 
mercial pursuits  should  not  have  the 
same  advances  made  to  them  by  the 
State  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their 
businesses  as  I  ask  to-ntght  for  the 
landed  proprietors  ?  We  hare  heard 
over  ana  over  again  that  the  ooantry  is 

Bu"  John  Stffii^ww 


in  the  greatest  distress ;  and  what  is  tiie 
use  of  the  cheap  loaf  which  Free  Trade 
has  given  us,  and  the  warm  jacket  which 
we  can  purchase  cheaper  than  at  any 
former  period — ^what  is  the  nse  of  these 
advantages,  if  a  labouringman,  howev« 
anxious  he  is  to  work,  cannot  find  em- 

Eloyment,  and  has  not  got  a  penny  in 
is  pocket  P  We  have  heard  to-ni^t— 
and  I  fiilly  agree  with  the  prinaple— 
that  the  only  way  to  meet  the  distress, 
now  only  too  well  known,  which  exists 
in  lai^  towns  such  as  London.  Man* 
Chester,  Newcastle,  Sunderland,  Brr* 
mingfaam,  and,  including  Glasgow,  in 
ScoUand,  is  to  draw  the  honest  labour- 
ing man  back  to  the  land.  I  do  not 
speak  of  the  men  who  broke  windows 
in  the  West  End  a  few  days  ago, 
because  they  are  men  who  ought  to 
write  themselves  down,  as  similar  people 
did  in  India  when  the  last  Census  was 
taken,  as  professional  thieves;  but  I 
speak  of  the  honest  labouring  men  who 
are  only  too  anxious  to  work,  but 
who  cannot  find  employment.  If  the 
Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Haroourt)  will  see  fit  to  adTOnee 
another  £2,000,000  in  aid  of  the  im- 
provement of  land,  it  would  immediatdy 
have  ^is  effect— it  would  draw  the 
labouring  men  out  of  the  lai^  towns 
into  the  country.  The  effect  would  be 
spread  over  the  whole  of  Great  Britain, 
and  I  know  of  nothing  more  desirable 
than  that  the  working  men  of  Great 
Britain  should  be  so  drawn  out  of  the 
large  cities,  and  employed  all  over  the 
country  upon  the  land.  I  have  no  donbt 
that  I  shall  be  met  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  with  the  argument  that 
Companies  have  been  atart&d,  and  are  in 
existence,  who  will  lend  money  for  the 
improvement  of  the  land.  But  hon. 
Members  will  remember  that  private 
Companies  would  cease  to  exist  if  they 
did  not  make  a  profit.  And  now,  when 
the  landed  proprieton'  incomes  are  so 
much  reduced,  it  becomes  imposuble 
for  them  to  go  to  Companies  for  ad- 
vances for  improving  their  estates  and 
employing  labourers.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  value  of  land  is  so  much 
depreciated  at  the  present  time  that  a 
Inrge  proportion  of  the  land  which  re- 
quires draining  would  not  pay  the  in- 
terestwhich  any  private  Company  would 
be  obliged  to  charge  in  order  to  secure 
a  profit.  What  I  ask  now  is  that  there 
should  be  a  fortker  sum  of  money  ad- 
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vfuwed  by  tho  State  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  eoi^loyiaent  to  the  labouring 
men;  and  the  only  useful  employment 
which  oonld  be  spread  over  the  country 
for  our  unemployed  wwkin^  men  would 
be  the  construction  of  drainage  works. 
I  believe  that  if  the  money  I  ask  for 
were  advanced  the  country  would  be 
immediately  covered  vith  gangs  of 
drainers,  earning  from  18f.  to  25«. 
a-week.  I  hope  that  in  this  matter  I 
may  have  the  sympathy  of  hon.  Mombers 
opposito  who  sit  below  the  Gangway, 
beoauso  a  large  proportion  of  the  men 
who  are  usually  employed  in  these  works 
of  drainage  are  Irishmen  ;  and  after  an 
experienoe  of  25  years  in  the  constant 
employ-ment  of  gangs  of  drainers  I  am 
able  to  say  that  there  never  was  a  more 
industrious,  orderly,  sober,  and  perse- 
vetiag  man  than  the  Irish  labourer. 
Then,  again,  what  would  be  the  imme- 
diate effect  of  giving  this  inducement  to 
the  landed  ^  projoietors  to  commenoe 
works  of  this  nature  ?  It  would  re-act, 
I  believe,  over  the  whole  of  the  country. 
I  would  even  make  au  appeal  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bumloy  (Mr.  Eylands), 
who  I  r^ot  is  uot  in  his  place,  and 
other  hon.  Members  who  watch  so  very 
closely  every  appeal  that  is  made  to  the 
Ghanoellor  of  the  ^Exchequer,  because  I 
balieve  they  know  as  well  as  I  do  that 
the  improvement  of  the  land  will  imme- 
diately give  an  impetus  to  the  expenditure 
of  money  in  other  profitable  ways — for 
instance,  more  feacing  would  be  under- 
taken, and  wire  would  have  to  be  pur- 
chased ;  and  if  additional  employment 
is  given  to  the  labouring  classes,  houses 
will  have  to  be  built  for  their  accommo- 
dation. Speaking  from  25  years'  ex- 
perience, I  know  that  cottage  property, 
over  and  over  again,  has  1»en  allowed 
to  fidl  into  ruin,  because  the  proprietor 
faas  not  been  able  to  see  his  way  to 
put  it  into  that  state  of  repair  which 
the  Looal  Government  Board  consider 
necessary  for  the  houses  of  the  poor.  I 
do  not  complain  of  the  decision  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  In  this  matter  ; 
but  tiie  practical  result  is  that  the  houses 
are  allowed  to  fall  into  a  state  of  ruin, 
and  no  new  cottages  are  built.  If 
this  advance  were  made  by  the  State, 
there  would  be  an  immediate  induce- 
ment to  the  landed  projurietors  io  build 
fit  and  proper  cottages,  not  only  for 
their  labourers,  but  for  other  persons 
engaged  ia  Unpmviog  the  la^d,  and  in 


keeping  up  a  proper  state  of  cultaration 
upon  the  land,  whether  in  grass  or  in 
tillage.    Only  yesterday  we  heard  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  that 
all  over  Soothmd  there  is  a  great  wish 
that  every  labouring  man  should  have 
sufficient  pasturage  for  a  cow.   In  the 
North  of  Englandwe  have  endeavoured 
to  carry  that  out.  In  many  instances  these 
cows  graze  in  common,  and  go  home,  if 
I  may  say  so,  each  to  their  own  domestio 
hearth.  And  what  happens  ?  The  other 
day  thelnapocborof  a  Local  Government 
Board  found  a  oow  residing  in  an  apart- 
ment which  was  under  the  same  roof  as 
the  owner,  and  that  was  against  the 
rule  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  sanitary 
arrangements.    It,  thereforo,  became 
necessary  either  to  pull  that  cow-house 
down  or  to  build  a  now  cottage.   The  cot- 
tager was  not  in  a  position  to  do  that, 
and  he  paid  no  attention  to  the  notice ; 
and  I  think  the  Xiocal  Government 
Board  exercised  a  vise  discretion  in  not 
having  taken  further  proceedings.  It  is 
out  of  the  question  for  the  Local  Authori- 
ties tobuild  cottages.  It  was  mentioned  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  last  night 
that  not  only  in  Scotland,  but  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  are  tho 
sanitary  laws  and  regulations  infringed. 
It  is  all  very  well  t )  say  that  tho  pro- 
prietors can  go  to  private  Companies  and 
apply  for  advances  from  them.  But 
a  proprietor  who  takes  that  step  will 
considerably  diminish  his  income  for  the 
rest  of  his  life;  and  ijt  must  be  remem- 
bered that  a  landed  proprietor  who  has 
younger  children  to  provide  for,  and, 
in   somo  instances,   widows  also,  is 
boimd  to  conuder  these  things ;  and 
the  result  is  that,  practically  speaking, 
very  Uttle  improvement,  either  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  or  in  the  cona- 
tion of  the  bouses  of  the  labouring 
classes,  is  going  on  in  any  portion  of 
Great  Britain  at  this  moment.  And 
whon  I  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the£xcho* 
quer  to  grant  an  advance  from  the 
National  Exchequer,  I  wish  it  to  be 
remembered  that  the  State  has  actually 
made  a  profit  by  the  advances  which 
were  made  in  1846  and  1850.   I  believe 
that  the  loans  have  been  excellently 
well  managed  by  the  Inclosure  Com- 
missioners.   I  admit  that  the  State  has 
not  Idealized  a  large  profit ;  but  it  has 
made  a  email  one.   The  Offiee  has  been 
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very  well  managed ;  and  three-fourths  of 
the  expense,  speaking  in  round  numbers, 
has  been  met  by  the  fees  paid  by  the 
landed  proprietors  who  got  the  advances. 
Nowl  nope  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  feel  disposed  to  look  into  this 
matter,  and  grant  the  advance  which  I 
ask  for.  But  there  are  one  or  two  points 
in  which  en  alteration  would  be  required 
in  the  system  under  which  former  ad- 
vances were  made.  In  the  first  place, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  lend  smsU 
sums  in  advance  by  the  State  without 
waiting  for  any  part  of  the  work  to  be 
done  in  the  first  instance ;  because  at 

Jiresent,  when  a  proprietor  receives  aid 
rom  a  private  Company,  he  has  to 
borrow  from  his  bankers,  in  the  first 
place,  until  the  first  instalment  of  the 
work  is  completed.  There  are  many  de- 
tails in  connection  with  the  question 
with  wluch  I  will  not  trouble  the  House. 
My  main  point  is  that  the  State  should  do 
now  as  it  did  in  1846,  when  it  advanced 
£2,000,000  sterling,  and  as  it  did 
again  in  1850,  when  a  further  advance 
<d  £2.000,000  was  made  to  the  landed 
proprietors  of  Great  Britain.  I  will  not 
refer  to  the  case  of  Ireland,  because  that 
eonntry  has  had  special  facilities  for  pur- 
chasing land  and  improving  property 

Sntnted  to  it  only  last  year,  when  I 
link  the  sum  of  no  less  £5,000,000  was 
voted  by  Parliament  for  the  purchase  of 
land  at  the  extraordinarily  low  rate  of 

4  per  cent,  spread  over  49  years,  such 
payment  for  49  years  extinguishing  both 
principal  and  interest.  I  do  not  grudge 
the  people  of  Ireland  their  good  fortune 
in  obtaining  that  advance,  because  I 
think  it  was  no  more  than  justice  to  Ire- 
land for  the  State  to  make  it ;  but  I  do 
say  that  we  poor  Saxons  should  receive 
some  benefit  from  the  State,  especially 
when  we  consider  that  the  advance,  such 

05  I  suggest,  would  not  cost  the  tax- 
payers of  Great  Britain  anything ;  bni, 
on  the  contrary,  there  would  be  a 
profit  to  the  State  from  the '  trans* 
notion.  No  doubt,  right  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  Treasury  Bench  will  ask 
why  I  do  not  bring  in  a  Private  or  a 
Public  Bill  to  carry  out  this  object,  and 
they  will  point  out  that  such  a  course  is 
quite  open  to  me.  I  have  made  careful 
inquiry,  and,  from  the  information  I 
have  received,  I  find  that  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  any  private  Mem- 
ber to  succeed  in  passing  a  Bill  of  this 
nature  through  the  House  of  Gommons 


without  the  assistance  of  the  Gov«n- 
ment  of  the  day.  At  this  late  hoar  1 
have  no  wish  to  detain  the  House ;  bat 
there  are  one  or  two  points  which  1 
would  like  to  mention.  I  am  informed 
that  the  actual  cost  of  the  Inclosure 
Oommission  last  year  for  the  adminiB- 
tration  of  the  Oommission  was  £23,000, 
and  that  there  was  received  by  fees  a 
sum  of  £17,000.  I  do  not  thmk  that 
the  additional  work  which  my  propoul 
would  entail  upon  the  Oommissionsn 
would  very  materially  add  to  the  work 
of  that  Office ;  but  it  would  greatly  in- 
crease the  amount  of  fees  received.  I 
dare  say  the  Govemmentwillsay  lhatitii 
impossible  to  advance  the  public  money 
for  this  purpose  without  an  Aot  d 
Parliament ;  bat  in  this  House  we  are 
constantly  asked  to  vote  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds  which  have  already 
been  spent  in  war,  and  I  do  think  it  is 
not  too  much  to  ask  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  allow  £100,000,  or 
£50,000,  or  even  £20,000,  to  be  ad- 
vanced at  once  for  this  purpose,  while 
an  Aot  of  Parliament  is  being  broaght 
forward,  out  of  consideration  for  the 
starving  multitudes  to  be  found  now  in 
evenr  city  throughout  Great  Britain. 
If  the  Treasury  were  to  allow  advances 
on  the  old  system,  which  did  bo  well, 
and  by  which  the  State  actually  realized 
a  profit,  I  believe  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  immediately  drawing  ont  of 
the  towns  those  starving  masses  who 
are  now  crowding  them,  and  who 
are  increasing  the  distress  of  the  re- 
gular population  of  our  large  cities. 
Not  only  that,  but  it  would  afford  an 
opportunity  for  properly  housing  the 
labouring  population,  and  keeping  the 
labouring  men  of  the  roantry  fully  and 
well  employed,  an  end  we  all  desire 
to  accomplished.  Then,  again,  let 
me  turn  for  a  moment  to  the  allotm^it 
question.  I  believe  there  is  an  anxiety 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  provide 
allotments  for  the  labouring  duses  in 
some  shape  or  other.  At  all  erents,  I 
know  a  very  strong  feeling  on  this  pide 
of  the  House  does  exist  in  favour  of 
allotments.  But  what  is  the  use  of 
allotting  to  anybody  land  whioh  re- 
quires draining?  It  mnst  be  drained 
in  plots  of  40  or  €0  acres  before  it  can 
be  rendered  of  any  service.  Perhaps 
hon.  Members  are  not  aware  that  in 
the  North  of  England,  and  even  in 
some  parts  of  the  SotrtSk,  th«»e  «» 
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«nomoU8  traotfl  of  land  whioh  oould  be 
turned,  by  a  proper  system  of  drain- 
age, from  sheep-walks  into  fair  cattle 
pastures.  With  those  remarks  I  will 
conclude  by  urging  that  the  appeal 
whioh  I  now  make  to  Her  Majesty's 
Oovernment,  and  to  this  House,  is  not 
only  reasonable,  but  opportune,  prac- 
tical, and,  above  all  things,  urgent. 

Mr.  MoCULLOGH  :  In  the  absence 
of  the  boo.  Member  for  North  Cornwall 
(Mr.  Oonybeare),  I  riss  for  the  purpose 
of  seconding  the  proposal  of  the  hen. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Lichfield 
Division  of  Staffordshire  (Sic  John 
Swinburne).  Although  I  represent  a 
oityconatitaenoy,  I  have  been  considered 
oonTersant  with  the  details  of  rural 
eoonomy,  and  I  may  say  that  in  m^  can- 
didature for  the  St.  Itollox  Division  of 
Glasgow  the  Land  Question  attracted 
considerable  interest ;  and  I  am  sure 
that  in  seconding  the  appeal  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  I  shall  be  supported 
by  landlords  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
I  believe  that  the  polioy  whioh  has 
been  adopted  towards  Ireland  may  with 
advantage  be  extended  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  Although  it  may  not  be 
cottudered  wise  to  advance  the  public 
money  for  such  purposes  as  this,  I  thiak 
it  would  have  the  effect  of  relieving  the 
landed  proprietors  from  some  of  the 
difficulties  of  their  present  situation, 
uid  enable  them  to  improve  the  cultiva- 
tion of  their  estates,  not  only  with  advan- 
tage to  themselves,  but  to  the  labourers 
whom  it  would  be  necessary  to  employ. 
The  hon.  Baronet  has  told  us  that  in  the 
advances  which  were  made  in  1846  and 
1850  there  was  not  the  loss  of  a  penny 
to  the  State.  I  believe  that  was  so ;  that 
they  benefited  the  farmer  as  well  as 
the  landlord,  and  gave  a  large  amount 
of  employment  to  the  labouring  men 
of  the  district  in  which  works  of  im- 
provement were  carried  out.  The  se- 
curity is,  I  think,  indisputable ;  and  the 
Government,  in  making  advances,  would 
take  care  that  the  proportion  of  the 
money  was  such  as  would  be  repaid. 
The  iaoveased  product  vonld  at  least 
halp  to  pay  the  interest,  and  I  believe 
that  in  19  oases  out  of  20  in  Scotland 
the  interest  was  actually  paid  out  of 
the  increased  produce  of  the  land. 
That  of  itself  is  a  consideration  of  no 
nnall  moment ;  and,  even  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  unemployed,  it  would  be  a 
good  ap^cation  of  some  portion  of  the 


public  money,  because  enoouragiog 
reproductive  works  that  would  not  only 
pay  the  interest  upon  the  money  ad- 
vanced, but  otherwise  be  amply  secured. 
Therefore  the  State  would  run  no  risk 
whatever;  a  public  advantage  would  be 
effected,  and  employment  would  be 
given  to  a  large  body  of  working  men, 
who  do  not  know  at  present  where  to 
obtain  employment.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  think  tbo  proposal  is  ono 
which  should  have  the  very  earnest 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Govorn* 
ment,  and  I  think  it  has  been  proved 
that  the  State  would  incur  no  risk  what- 
ever, having  the  security  of  tiie  whole 
estate  for  advances  spent  on  a  portion. 
All  would  share  in  the  benefit,  not  only 
landlords,  tenants,  and  labourers,  but 
the  people  of  towns  also,  and  I  think 
that  past  experience  is  enough  to  justify 
all  that  thehon.  Baronet  has  put  forward. 
It  those  who  think  it  dangerous  to  spend 
the  public  money  in  this  way  will  only 
look  at  the  past,  they  will  see  there 
is  not  the  sli^test  rislc  incurred  by  tho 
Government.  Although  the  prices  of 
agricultural  produce  are  now  greatly  do* 
preciated,  I  believe  that  they  cannot  go 
much  farther  in  that  direction,  because 
no  foreign  country  can  continuously 
send  in  its  produce  at  lower  prices  than 
at  present ;  and  I  tbiuk,  whether  or  not 
the  State  is  prepared  to  advance  a 
portion  of  the  public  money  in  the  way 
Bu^ested  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  we  ought 
not  to  lose  confidence  in  the  future  of 
British  agriculture. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "That"  to 
the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  "  it  is  deoirable  that  more  extonded 
facilitiea  should  bo  given  by  legislation  to 
owners  of  land  to  improve  their  estates  by- 
means  of  moneys  borrowed  on  Terminable  An- 
nuities from  the  State."— (5ir  John  Swinburne.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word^ 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Question." 

The  oh  ANCiELLOE  of  the  EXOH  E- 
QUER  (Sir  William  Haboovbt)  :  My 
hon.  Friends  who  have  moved  and 
seconded  the  Amendment  have  made  an 
appeal  which  demands,  and  whioh  I  am 
sure  will  receive,  much  consideration 
and  sympathy  from  both  sides  of  the 
House.  If  anything  can  be  done  in  the 
present  state  of  the  f^ricultural  interest 
to  alleviate  the  distress  from  which  we 
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Imov  thai  it  is  now  so  heanly  auffering, 

I  feel  certain  it  would  command  the 
sympathy  of  the  House  and  the  Gorem- 
mant.  But  the  question  is,  whether  the 
proposal  of  my  hou.  Friend  (Sir  Joh.n 
Swinburne)  is  really  calculated  to  re- 
lieve that  distress  ?  It  is  quite  true 
that  soon  after  the  repeal  of  the  Oora 
Laws  Sir  Robert  Peel  proposed  and  car- 
ried, first  of  all,  one  grant  of  £2,000,000, 
and  then  another  of  £2,000,000  more, 
which.  I  believe  were  very  nsefuBy  em- 
ployed in  effecting  improvements  on  land ; 
but  we  knowat  that  time  the  land  of  Eng- 
land was  comparatively  undeveloped ;  it 
was  in  a  condition  of  nope  and  expeota- 
tion ;  and  there  was  a  general  confidence, 
and  I  think,  also,  a  dispoaition  to  invest 
money  iu  the  improvement  of  land.  I 
am  afraid  that  that  sentiment  hardly 
exists  now.  What  were  the  terms  on 
which  money  was  advanced  at  that  time  ? 
The  advances  were  repayable  by  Annui- 
ties at  £6  1  Of.  per  cent.  I  cannot  help 
ashing  myeelf  whether  the  landed  pro- 
prietors of  Great  Britain  would  be  dis- 
posed to  borrow  money  at  £6  10«.  per 
cent  in  order  to  invest  it  in  improve- 
ments in  land  ?  I  am  afraid  they  would 
not  do  so  at  the  present  time.  I  do  not 
think  they  would  see  their  way,  on  such 
tennsi  to  any  improvements  on  which 
tfa«y  are  now  Hkdy  to  receive  a  return. 

MoOnzJiora: :  Oajntalatidinterest.] 
No  doubt  it  was  capita  and  interest. 
There  was  a  Binkis^  !EWd.  That  is 
That  was  meant  by  Terminable  Annui- 
ties. But  that  was  what  the  landowners 
would  have  to  pay  for  22  years.  I  ask 
whether  it  is  likely,  if  a  measure  of  that 
kind  were  proposed,  the  Government 
would  have  any  demand  for  investments 
of  that  sort.  My  hon.  Friend  behind 
me  (Sir  John  Strinburne)  has  held  out 
a  tempting  picture  of  a  number  of 
things  that  would  be  done — of  cottages 
that  would  be  built,  and  the  many  other 
improvements  that  would  be  carried  out 
under  his  proposal.  But  I  suppose  that 
few  persons  can  build  a  house  that  is 
suitable  for  a  man  and  his  family  for 
much  less  than  £200.  [An  hon.  Heu- 
bbk:  Tes.]  Then  my  hon.  Friend's  ex- 
perience is  better  than  my  own.  I  doubt 
whether  a  cottage  can  be  built  for  a  la- 
bonriug  man  and  hie  &mily  for  much 
less  than  thai.  And  the  interest  at 
£6  10«.  on  £206  is  £13  a-year.  If. 
therefore,  you  only  charge  the  interest 

The  ChaneeSor  of  the  Sxehe^r  ' 


for  the  cottage  it  is  certainly  a  higk 
rent.  If  you  could,  your  ezperienoe 
must  have  been  particularly  foaiuusts. 
£5  a-year  is  much  nearer  the  rent  that 
would  be  chafged,  and  that  would  in- 
volve a  loss  of  £8  a-year  on  every  cot- 
tage for  22  years.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
a  transaction  that  van  be  engaged  in,  to 
any  lai^e  extent,  without  serioody 
diminishing  the  landlord's  income ;  and 
I  doubt,  therefore,  whether  there  would 
be  any  large  demand  for  advances  st 
£6  10>.  per  cent.  Indeed,  X  doubt  vary 
much,  from  what  I  know  of  the  present 
conditiou  of  the  agricultural  interest 
whether  there  would  be  any  real  disiBand 
for  money  im  such  terms  n«  purposes  of 
this  character.  I  quite  admit,  however, 
that  if  advances  were  made  without 
disadvantage  to  the  country  or  to  ths 
Exchequer  it  would  be  faitiifully 
paid ;  and  I  believe  that  of  tbe  Ioms 
made  in  1846  and  1830  there  ia  only  a 
sum  of  £17,000  still  outstanding.  That 
is  not  absolutely  arrears ;  but  it  is  money 
still  due,  and  will  be  repaid.  There  has 
been  no  loss ;  but  whw  one  is  asked  to 
embark  in  a  large  loan  of  this  descrip- 
tion, one  asks  one's  sdf  what  profit  wiU 
accrue  to  the  bortowera  at  auoh.  a  rate 
of  interest ;  and  I  confess  I  did  not  think 
that  there  would  be  any  great  demaitd 
for  money  for  these  purpeees.  There  u 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  State  can 
supply  money  for  all  purposes  for  the 
advanta^  of  various  aewbtoDB  of  tiu 
community.  Be  it  remembered  that  it 
is  not  to  be  taken  from  the  local  rates, 
but  from  the  Consolidated  Fund.  People 
do  not  seem  to  know  where  the  money 
of  the  Oonsolidated  Fund  comes  from, 
but  seem  to  have  a  bdief  that  it  comes 
from  the  pocket  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  personally  and  bis  Col- 
leagues, and  that  the  Treasury  have  a 
weU  from  which  money  can  always  be 
drawn.  Persons  who  are  cootinuaU^ 
asking  for  grants  irom  the  Oonsolidatw 
Fund  do  not  realize  the  isixA  that  it  comes 
out  of  tke  pockets  of  the  pet^e.  If 
hon.  Members  realized  that  taa  Gen- 
Btdidated  Fund  is  made  up  from  thfl 
taxes  of  the  people  whom  th^  repre- 
sent—if  lhat  were  more  frequently 
realized,  I  do  not  think  they  wooM 
show  such  a  constant  deeure  to  draw 
upon  it.  I  do  not  suy  that  to  advance 
the  money  for  ^e  purpose  which  my 
hon.  FriMd  haa  in  view  would  ba  a  low 
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upon  the  Ezoheqner ;  but  I  oonfese  that 
I  am  not  latiafied,  from  the  information 
I  haTe  receiTed,  that  there  is  any  great 
demand  on  the  part  oi  the  landed  in- 
terest for  boRwing  powers  snoh  as  my 
hoD.  Friend  has  indicated.  I  may  say 
that  there  are  many  private  societies 
ench  as  those  referred  to  by  my  hon. 
Friend  which  give  any  aocommodation 
for  this  purpose ;  and  I  do  not  know 
that  the  interest  asked  is  very  much 
higher  than  that  demanded  by  the 
Treasury.  It  may  be  a  litUe  higher, 
and  I  suppose  it  is  about  7  per  oent. 
[An  hon.  ICbhbeb:  6^  per  cent.]  6^ 
per  cent,  as  I  have  said,  is  exactly  the 
amount  charged  by  the  Gorermnent; 
and  if  the  demand  is  not  excessive  it 
appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  supply 
from  private  societies  which  would  meet 
the  particular  contingencies  that  may 
arise  from  day  to  day.  It  is  always  a 
serious  matter  for  the  Government  to 
embark  in  a  loan  transaction  of  this 
kind;  and  I  think  my  hon.  Friends 
must  show  a  latter  case  of  demand  and 
more  complaint  of  a  want  of  supply 
than  that  which  exists  at  the  present 
time. 

Hb.  MABK  STEWART:  I  should 
be  as  willing  as  any  hon.  If  ember  to 
afford  the  greatest  possible  facilities  for 
making  improvements  at  a  very  low 
ooet;  bat  the  hon.  Banmet  (Sir  John 
Swinburne)  who  moved  the  Seiolution 
failed  to  consider  and  inform  the  House 
what  the  landed  proprietors  ought  to 
pay ;  and  therefore  we  ore  driven  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  would  have 
to  pay  6^  per  cent.  Speaking  from 
a  somewhat  long  experience,  partly 
of  my  own,  and  partly  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  me  in  the  man* 
a^ment  of  landed  property,  I  know 
very  well  what  difficulties  were  expe- 
rienced when  the  loan  of  £2,000,000 
sterling  was  permitted  to  be  spent  on 
land  by  Sir  ^Robert  Feel.  Instead  of 
having  the  land  well  drained,  it  was 
very  badly  drained.  Although  there 
w«re  Goveniment  Inspector*,  it  was 
fonnd  that  many  of  the  Inspectors  were 
very  ignorant,  and  the  work  was  done 
so  badly  that  it  had  to  be  done  over 
again  at  the  expense  of  the  private  pro- 
prietors, whale  the  interest  added  largely 
to  the  burdens  upon  property.  Then, 
again,  men  were  induced  to  do  far  more 
hfrisUly  whai  might  have  been  done 
much  cheaper;  and,  instead  of  en- 


couraging economy,  extravagance  was 
the  order  of  the  day,  not  only  in  regard 
to  draining,  but  in  other  matters  as 
well.  If  a  landed  proprietor  can  in- 
dace  persons  to  take  his  land  who  can 
make  a  living  out  of  it,  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  finding  6^  per  cent  in- 
terest ;  but  when  the  landed  proprietor 
has  to  do  all  the  improvements  himeelf, 
and  cannot  charge  one  farthing  for  in- 
terest on  the  capital  expended,  it  would 
be  madness  to  go  to  the  Government 
and  say — I  will  give  yon  6(  per  cent 
if  you  will  advance  a  obtain  sum."  I 
would  appeal  to  the  House  generally 
whether  that  is  not  the  case  at  the 
present  time  ?  A  landlord  has  to 
carry  out  many  improvements  ;  and 
if  he  spends  thousands  of  pounds 
upon  his  land,  what  does  he  get  in 
return  P  He  may  know  that  his  land 
is  iu  good  order,  and  well  cultivated, 
and  that  the  tenants  are  doing  their 
utmost  to  keep  up  in  these  bad  times, 
and  steal  a  march,  if  possible,  upon 
them ;  but  the  struggle  is  nevertheiesa 
a  hard  one,  and  many,  alas,  are  failing 
in  their  attempt  to  do  this.  Then  there 
is  another  matter  which  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of.  It  is  said  that  the  landed  -pro- 
prietors  are  driving  many  of  the  cot- 
tagers into  the  towns,  and  the  conse- 
quenoe  is  that  labour  is  leaving  the 
country.  One  reason  is  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  laud  of  the  country  is  now 
so  well  drained  and  so  well  cultivated 
that  there  is  no  employment  to  be  found 
such  as  was  to  be  found  a  short  time 
ago,  not  only  with  regard  to  drainers, 
but  even  with  regard  to  the  more  intel- 
ligent of  the  labouring  men.  That  being 
80,  there  is  no  doubt  a  diepoeition  on  the 
part  of  the  farming  population  to  ^ther 
together  in  the  towns  rather  than  isolate 
themselreR  in  the  country.  It  is,  there- 
fore, not  worth  while  for  the  landed  pro- 
prietor to  spend  large  sums  of  money, 
ranging  from  £150  to  £200,  in  building 
cottages,  in  order  that  he  may  have  the 
satisfaction  of  saying — "I  have  got  so 
many  more  cottages  on  my  estate  than  I 
formerly  had."  It  is  a  great  satisfaction 
to  know  that  his  cottages  are  in  good 
order  and  repair;  and  that  is  all  the 
landed  proprietor  can  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  do  at  Uie  present  time.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  question  will  come 
up  again  in  the  Bill  which  is  proposed 
to  be  laid  upon  the  Table  before  long ; 
and  it  will  certainly  surprise  me  if  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


1463  Ztatuio  {CX)UMONS}  Lanieumtrt.  1464 


I;Ooal  GoTernment  Board  are  not  pre- 
pared to  make  advaQoes  on  the  part  of 
the  Go?ernment  to  aasist  those  landlords 
who  are  anxioOB  to  giro  good  cottage 
accommodation.  For  the  reaBons  I  hare 
stated,  I  cannot  Bupport  the  Amend- 
ment ;  aad  I  certainly  do  not  suppose 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  who  moved  it  wilt, 
although  not  coinciding  with  the  views 
which  I  have  expressed,  dividetbe  House. 

Captain  VEUNEY  :  I  rise  to  answer 
the  ohallengo  of  the  hon.  Member  the 
Seconder  of  the  Amendment  (Mr. 
McOtilloch),  who  assured  us  that  there 
was  no  landlord  to  be  found  in  this 
House  who  would  oppose  the  Besolution. 
Now,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  am  a  land- 
lord, and  I  oppose  it  with  all  my  heart 
and  soul.  I  consider  that  nothing 
ooxdd  he  more  disastrous  than  to  adopt 
this  system  of  outdoor  relief  by  the 
way  of  loan  for  the  advantage  of  landed 
proprietors.  I  think  that  the  suggestion 
made  to  us  to-night  is  one  which  belongs 
to  a  bygone  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
days  when  Members  were  returned  by 
the  landlords,  and  when  the  people 
had  no  voice  in  controlling  a£fairs.  We 
all  admit  the  evil  of  which  complaint  is 
made.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  land- 
owners are,  to  a  great  extent,  a  poor, 
miserable,  and  wretched  class,  and  many 
of  those  who  drive  about  in  their  car- 
riages have  not  a  sixpence  to  bless 
themselves  with.  I  do  not  know  any 
class  of  the  community,  taken  as  a  class, 
who  live  a  more  improvident  life  than 
the  arerago  landowner.  In  the  Tarious 
professions  and  businesses  of  life  some- 
thing is  usually  done  for  posterity;  some 

Srorision  is  made  for  widows;  someself- 
enml  is  exercised,  and  something,  how- 
ever small,  is  put  by  for  successors.  But 
in  the  case  of  the  lauded  proprietor  he 
never  saves  a  penny ;  he  habitually  pro- 
vides for  his  widow  and  younger  chil- 
dren by  further  burdening  his  property  ; 
he  lives  up  to  his  income ;  and  when  any 
work  is  to  bo  done  on  the  estate  he 
cannot  find  the  money  to  do  it  with,  and 
in  times  of  depression  he  is  sorely 
pressed.  I  cannot  forgot  that  an  Act  was 
passed  by  a  Tory  Lord  Cbanoellor,  the 
fate  Lord  Cairns,  to  relieve  the  landed 
proprietor  in  the  hour  of  his  necessity  ; 
and  it  is  by  availing  himself  of  this  Act, 
and  not  by  farther  burdening  his  pro- 
perty, that  he  most  seek  relier  He  nas 
possession  of  the  plate  and  pictures  which 
nave  been  400  or  fiOO  years  in  the  family, 
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and  these  he  can  dispose  of.  Per- 
haps he  would  not  be  in  so  uufortonate 
a  position  if  he  had  not  the  electioneer- 
ing bills  of  the  lost  oentuzy  to  pay.  I 
could  quote  more  than  one  instance  in 
which  those  debts  have  not  yet  been  paid, 
but  where  they  remain  to  this  day  as 
a  charge  on  the  estate.  If  an  embar- 
rassed landowner  really  wants  to  do  his 
duty  to  the  estate  let  hini  sell  one-half 
of  it,  and  let  some  self-made  man  with 
ample  capital  buy  up  the  other  portion, 
found  a  new  family,  and  do  hie  duty  to 
the  country  more  in  accordance  with  the 
tone  and  feeling  of  the  19th  century.  So 
far  as  ;tho  old  historic  families  are  con- 
cerned, they  would  be  able  in  that  case 
to  do  their  duty  on  that  smaller  sccde  to 
which  they  have  been  so  justly  and 
righteously  reduced  by  their  own  want 
of  thrift  and  foresight. 

LoBD  BANDOLPH  OHXTBCHIUi : 
The  remarks  whmhhave  fallen  from  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Captain 
Yerney)  who  has  just  sat  down,  com- 
bined with  those  which  fell  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Haroourt),  induce  me  to  ask  the 
Hoiise  to  allow  me  to  offer  one  or  two 
remarks  which  possibly  did  not  occur  to 
those  hoD.  Members  before  they  ad- 
dressed the  House.  The  last  speaker, 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  is  a  great 
friend  of  the  agricultural  interest.  He 
was  returned  to  Parliament  by  a  portion 
of  a  very  important  county,  and  he  came 
into  Parliament  as  one  whose  consti- 
tuents were  fully  assured  that  he  would 
confer,  if  he  could,  great  benefits  upon 
the  agricultural  interest  as  a  whole. 
Now,  Sir,  I  see  sitting  opposite  to  me 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr. 
Jesse  Ceilings),  who  is  also  a  friend 
of  the  agricultural  interest  as  a 
whole,  and  who  wishes  to  restore 
the  prosperity  of  the  land  in  England. 
I  wish,  therefore,  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  (Hr. 
Jesse  CoUings)  to,  and,  indeed,  I  will  in- 
vite him,  if  possible,  to  make  some 
remarks  on  this  subject  as  it  now  pre- 
sents itself  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
It  is  proposed  to  give  to  landlords  facili- 
ties for  the  development  of  their  laud 
by  loans.  How  did  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  describe  it  ?  He 
said  it  was  a  gigantic  project  of  out- 
door relief.  Tet  the  hon.  Member  who 
said  that  supported  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  on  tike  Amendment  to 
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the  Address  which  destn^ed  the  late 
Goremment,  that  Amendment  being 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  gigantio 

{»roposal  of  outdoor  relief  by  way  of 
oans  to  a  class.  I  am  not  finding  laalt 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipsvicb,  but 
I  am  finding  fault  with  the  inconsistency 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Backingham  (Captain  Vemey),  who 
poses  as  a  great  friend  of  the  landed 
interest,  and  who  voted  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  described  the  landlords 
as  very  poor,  miserable,  and  impover- 
ished persons.  [Zauffhter.^  The  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Mnndolla)  laughs.  That  was  precisely 
the  descnption  which  was  given  of  the 
agricultural  labourer  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  Oollings). 
[Mr.  Jebsb  Gollikqs:  No.]  I  knew 
uiat  I  should  carry  the  hon.  Member 
with  me.  But  observe  the  inconsietency 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Buckingham.  He  supports  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  in  advancing  State 
loans  at  a  very  low  rate  of  interest — 3 
or  3^  per  cent,  I  believe — to  this  very 
poor,  miserable,  and  impoverished  class 
of  agrieulturallabourers ;  but  he  utterly 
decUnes  —  and,  indeed,  denounces  as 
flagitious — the  proposal  to  grant  loans 
at  a  low  rate  of  interest  to  an  equally 
poor,  miserable,  and  impoverished  class. 
What  further  marvellous  analogy  did 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  draw  be- 
tween the  two  classes,  and  on  behalf  of 
the  Party  whose  interests  he  came  into 
Parliameat  to  serve  f  He  said  that  the 
landlords  lead  improvident  lives,  and 
that  is  exactly  what  was  said  of  the 
labourer  in  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich.  He  has  always 
said  that  the  circumstances  of  the  agri- 
cultural labouror's  life  are  so  indifferent 
and  so  unBatisfaotorr  that  they  have  no 
atfmnlus  to  thrift.  Now,  why  is  it  more 
desirable  that  facilities  should  be  given 
by  the  constituted  authorities  to  assist 
the  one  class,  and  that  they  should  be 
reibsed  to  the  other,  when  it  is  said 
that  each  has  equally  spent  the  money 
which  ought  to  have  made  him  comfort- 
able in  bis  old  age  ?  According  to  the 
hon.  Member,  exactly  the  same  tiling 
applies  to  the  landlord  as  to  the  agricuf 
tural  labourer.  Then  what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Besolntion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Lichfield  Division  of  Staffordshire 
(Sir  John  BvinbnmeJ,  whidi  says — 


"That  it  IB  desirable  that  more  extended 
lacilitiea  should  ho  given  hy  legislatioa  to 
owners  of  land  to  improve  uieir  estates  hy 
means  of  moneys  borrowed  on  Terminable  An- 
nuities from  the  State." 

Why  is  it  more  desirable  that  more  ex- 
tended facilities  should  be  given  "  by 
legislation  to  owners  of  land  to  improra 
their  estates  by  means  of  money  bor- 
rowed from  the  State  on  Terminable 
Annuities  ?"  Why  should  the  owner 
of  a  large  amount  of  land  have  less 
facilities  than  the  owner  of  a  small 
amount  ?  The  hon.  Baronet  who  moved 
the  Amendment  is  an  authority  on  the 
Land  Question;  but  will  he,  or  will  any 
intelligent  man  explain  to  the  House 
why  a  person  holding  100  acres  of  land 
should  have  less  extended  facilities 
afforded  to  him  by  way  of  loans  on 
Terminable  Annuities  for  the  improve- 
ment of  his  estate  than  a  person  holding 
only  three  acres?  I  invite  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich  to  explain  why 
extensive  facilities  fur  borrowing  money 
should  be  given  to  the  person  who  owns 
three  acres,  and  not  to  the  person  who 
owns  100  acres.  I  ask  the  House  to 
observe  the  policy  of  the  great  Liberal 
Party  this  evening  on  the  Land  Question 
in  England,  on  which  we  are  led  to 
believe,  from  an  authorized  person,  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  submit  to 
Parliament  a  distinct  and  intalligible 
policy.  We  have  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Lichfield  Division  of  Staffordshire 
getting  up  and  proposing  that  extensive 
facilities  should  be  given  by  legislation 
to  the  owners  of  land  to  improve  their 
estates.  That  has  been  denounced  by 
the  Ohaocellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  I 
never  heard  a  more  contemptuous  way 
of  treating  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich.  Why  does  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  denounce 
the  present  proposal,  and  why  did  he 
support  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Ipswich  that  owners  of  land  on  a 
small  scale  should  have  extensive  facili- 
ties? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUET:  I 
said  the  landowners  did  not  want  it. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
Oh!  The  right  hon.  Qentieman  has 
made  a  tremendous  assumption,  and  one 
which  has  been  altogether  set  aside  by 
recent  land  legislation.  It  is  stated  that 
the  State  can  only  advanoe  money  to 
these  poor,  miserable,  and  wretched 
persons  who  hare  led  sach  an  improTi- 
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cUnt  Hfe.  Why  at  6^  per  odDt?  la 
there  any  precedent  for  thai  f 

SieWIIJJAM  HAROOUET:  That 
is  &e  8um  at  which  Sir  Bobert  Feel  ad- 
Tanced  money. 

LoHD  KANDOLPH  OHUBCHILL : 
YeB ;  bat  we  are  not  liriog  in  the  days  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel.  We  have  lent  money  to 
Irish  landbrda  in  exceptional  ciroum- 
Btanoes,  and,  I  think,  at  1  per  oent,  for  the 
parpose  of  primarily  giring  employment. 
[Criw  of  '*  Ko ! "]  That  was  the  osten- 
sible purpose.  Whether  it  was  carried 
out  or  not  I  will  not  say ;  but  the  osten- 
sible purpose  of  Parliament  in  adranciog 
loans  to  Irieb  landlords  at  1  per  oent  was 
to  meet  exceptional  dietress  and  to  giro 
employment  to  persons  oot  of  work. 

Sir  JOHN  SWINBURNK:  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  have  made  ray  proqwBal 
thoroughly  understood.    The  first  ob- 

1'ect  ol  my  Motion  is  that  I  think  the 
ending  of  tlw  money  to  landed  pro- 
prietors is  not  so  much  desirable  as 
the  giTing  of  immediate  occupation  to  a 
vast  mass  of  people  who  eannot  get 
employment. 

iMtD  RANDOLPH  OHUROHILL: 
Of  course;  I  entirely  concur  with  the 
hon.  Member,  and  I  am  argaing  in  his 
sense  against  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. That  was  exactly  the  prin- 
ciple which  the  House  of  Oommons 
adopted  in  1880  vhen  itadraooed  money 
to  the  Irish  landlords  at  1  per  cent ;  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the 
pnrpoee  of  demolishing  the  case  of  one 
of  his  supportora — the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswioh  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUings)— assumes 
that  by  no  possibility  ooiUd  the  State 
advance  money  to  the  English*  landlord 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  land 
and  giving  employment  at  a  less  rate  of 
interest  than  6^  per  oent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT :  That 
xnolndes  the  repayment  of  capital. 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  OHUROHILL: 
Of  conrsfl,  the  1  per  cent  included  the 
repayment  of  capital.  [Mr.  Biooak  : 
No.]  Many  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  appear  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  circnmetanoes  of  the  case ;  but  my 
belief  is  that  I  am  correct  in  that  state- 
ment. [*'No!"]  At  any  rate,  I  am 
correct  in  this — that  the  rate  of  interest 
was  1  per  cent,  and  the  repayment  of 
oaintal  was  so  low  that  it  certainly  did 
not  reach  3  per  cent.  I  wish  to  know, 
therefore,  why  money  is  to  be  iMivanced 
to  Irish  landlords  at  that  very  low  rate 
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of  interest,  whtla  money  is  jefnaid  to 
English  landlords-^that  poor,  nusetaUe, 
impoverished  doss,  who  have  been  lead- 
ing improvident  lives,  at  less  thac  ^ 
per  cent  ?  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  fct 
Ipswich  will  explain  to  the  Hone  kk 
view  on  the  Land  Questtoa  an  a  nun 
extensive  scale  than  he  has  latbsTto 
done.  Why,  I  ask,  is  money  to  be  is- 
fused  to  the  Bagliah  landlord  at  a  Ism 
rate  than  ^  per  oent,  and  to  be  gtaited 
to  another  olaas,  equally  poor,  mieerable, 
and  impoverished,  at  a  rate  of  iiUarut 
less  than  3  per  cent  ?  When  the  Oban- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  mode  his  speech, 
was  he  aware  that  the  hon.  Member  foi 
Ipswioh  had  introduced  a  Bill  to  facili- 
tate the  creation  of  allotments  and  small 
holdings  of  land  whieh  has  upon  its  bade 
the  names  of  three  Members  of  the  pre- 
sent Q-overament  ?  Surely  that  ma;  be 
regarded  as,  at  any  rate,  an  approxioaate 
Gk>vemment  measure. 

Sia  WILLIAM  HASOOUET:  It  was 
introduced  before  the  present  Govsm- 
ment  came  into  Office. 

liOBD  RANDOLPH  OHUROHILL: 
It  wM  eertainly  axk  attempt  <m  the  part 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  and  fail 
Friends  to  put,  in  the  form  of  a  BiU,  the 
Amendment  by  which  he  turned  oat  tbe 
late  Goveroment,  and  the  Amendment 
which  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer supported.  At  any  rate,  the 
right  hon.  GeaUeman  was  conteDt  to 
take  advant^e  of  the  hon.  Member's 
proposition.  I  would,  in  this  matter, 
ask  the  House  to  endeavour  to  extract 
from  Her  Majesty's  Government  a  se- 
rious opinion  on  the  subject  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  fat  Ipswich.  Htt 
Majesty's  Government  upset  the  late 
Administration  on  the  question  of  tlw 
land  as  connected  with  the  agrionltual 
population.  [An  hon.  Mbhbbe:  Net 
Ireland  ?]  I  prefer  to  take  the  facts » 
I  find  them.  The  view  just  exprwud 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Hones  maj 
probably  occasion  some  awkward  re- 
flection in  the  mind  of  the  right  hon- 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tbe 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  now  sitting 
opposite  to  me  (Mr.  John  Morley).  As 
I  have  said,  the  late  Government  were, 
to  my  mind,  upset  on  the  queatioD  of 
the  land,  and  on  tbe  question  of  od* 
vaneing  the  money  of  the  State  for  die 
purpose  of  benefiting  a  partionlax  ola»> 
But  I  find,  shortly  after  the  defeat  o( 
the  late  (JoTemmentr  on  earnest  119- 
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porter  of  tke  Liberal  Party  folfiUin^ttie 
pronoise  of  bringing  fcnrward  a  queation 
connected  with  the  land,  and  advocating 
State  loans  at  an  easy  rate  of  iniereet 
for  improTing  the  cultivation  of  the 
laikd,  while  the  hon.  Uember  for  Ipswich 
adrocated  loans  for  aaotiier  olaas  of  the 
agrioaltural  population.  Bat  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  fizchequer,  in  the  name  of 
the  Oorremment,  absolutely  irefasea  to 
bare  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the 
advanoing  of  a  State  loan,  except  at  a 
ruinous  rate,  for  that  particular  das*  of 
the  agricultural  population  which  the 
Liberal  Member  for  the  Lichfield  Divi- 
sion of  Staffordshire  has  taken  under 
hia  protection.  And  yet  we  are  told  that 
the  Liberal  Party  are  anxious  to  re- 
iavigorate  and  restore  promerity  to  the 
agricultural  population,  leannot  ima- 
gine a  more  melancholy  direi^ence  of 
opinion  ever  exhibited  by  a  Govemmeot 
before  upon  a  subject  which  is  probably 
on*  of  the  largest  which  can  possibly 
come  before  the  Honse  of  Oommons.  I 
would  appeal,  therefore,  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich,  whom.  I  see  sitting 
there  on  die  Bench  opposite  in  so  very 
pensive  an  attitude,  to  aeize  the  oppor- 
tunity for  enlightening  the  House  with 
his  views  on  the  question  which  has 
been  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Lichfield  I>ivi8ion  of  Staffordshire.  I 
have  a  good  reason  for  appealing  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich  on  this  occa- 
sion, because  both  with  regard  to  the 
question  which  arose  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment aa  to  medical  relief  in  connection 
with  eniVanohiaement  and  on  the  subjeot 
of  aliotmente  for  the  agricultural  la- 
bourer the  hon.  Member  has  undoubt- 
edly led  the  Liberal  Party.  And  he  baa 
been  sujqmrted  by  the  Ohanoellcn  of  tbe 
Bxohequer  and  the  Prime  Minister  in 
l2ie  lead  which  he  gave  to  the  Liberal 
Party.  It  would  be  cruel  now,  whm  no 
Party  intereat  can  possibly  be  invc^ved, 
and  when  the  Hoase  is  anxious  to  arrive 
at  a  practical  conclusion,  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswiob,  in  the  face  of  such 
disauion,  is  to  leave  the  House  to-night 
without  any  guidance. 

Me.  ILLINGWORTH  :  The  House 
will  be  glad  to  congratulate  the  noble 
Xiord  (Lord  Bandolph  Ohurchill)  on  the 
recovery  of  his  old  tone.  For  myself,  I 
felt  nothing  but  the  purest  pity  for  him 
when  he  was  sitting  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  beealiae  then  ha  was  onl^  the 
shsdov  of  himself;  and  veally  hu  ap- 
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pearanoe,  and  the  way  in  which  ka 
seemed  to  be  overweighted  witit  a  sense 
of  responsibility,  rendered  his  appear- 
aaee  distressing  to  the  last  degree.  The 
noble  Lord  has  referred  to  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Ipswich  (Mr. 
Jesse  OcdlingB)  sitting  pauhrefy  upon 
the  Treasury  Wudi;  but  I  must  say 
that  the  tinge  of  melancholy  which 
overshadowea  the  oottntenanca  of  the 
noble  Lord  when  he  was  called  upon  to 
assume  an  attitude  of  responsibility  cer- 
tainly did  not  sit  happily  upon  him. 
The  noble  Lord  has  twitted  the  Liberal 
Party  with  want  of  cohesion,  and  the 
Government  with  want  of  unanimity; 
bnt  he  cannot  have  listened  to  the  speech 
made  by  one  o£  his  own  supporters, 
who,  speakiag  immediately  above  him, 
doubted  the  wisdom  and  advantage  of 
these  loans,  and  expressed  hia  belief 
that  Uie  landlords  would  not  be  willing 
to  ask  for  or  accept  them.  Oertainiy, 
then,  the  disumon  on  this  ude  (^tiie 
Honse  is  fully  matched  by  the  disunion 
on  the  otbw.  The  noble  Lord  charges 
the  Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with 
ignorance  of  the  terms  on  which  these 
loans  have  been  granted ;  but  the  noble 
Lord  has  himself  shown  that  he  knows 
nothing  about  these  loans  at  all.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  loan  made  to  the  Irish  land- 
lords. But  that  was  done  by  a  Conser- 
vative Administration.  It  is  true  the 
rate  of  interest,  after  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  provided  for,  was  not  more  than  1 
per  cent.  But  let  me  draw  attention  to 
the  fact  that  when  the  auliject  of  that 
loan  and  its  profligacy  were  brought 
under  consideration  there  was  not  one 
of  the  Irish  Members  who  were  identi- 
fied with  the  tenant's  iiUerest  who  did 
not  look  npon  the  loan  as  of  no  advan- 
ti^e  whatever  to  the  Irish  tenant.  I 
regard  the  appeal  now  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Lichfield  Division  of 
Staffordshire  as  the  last  cry  oi  a  decayed 
and  expiring  interest  in  the  country.  The 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Randolph  Ohurchill) 
endeavoured  to  strengthen  the  case  of 
tiie  hon.  Baronet  by  attempting  to  draw 
an  analogy  between  it  and  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ipswich.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  case  of  the  agrioultiural 
labourer  and  of  the  landlord  are  analo- 
gous in  one  respect— that  both  are  in  a 
distressed  condition ;  but  the  noble  Lord 
forffot  to  establish  this  distinction — that 
while  the  landlords  ate  the  drones  oa 
tiM  land,  the  i^fiionltural  labomer  is 
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miMTAble,  meiohed,  and  imporariibed, 
M  ihe  noble  Lord  deienbed  htm,  be- 
eaiue  eray  obsiaole  has  lieen  thrown  in 
his  way.  I  regret  that  we  have  these 
two  melancholy  extremes  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest  bo  j^ominently  before  ua. 
Their  position  is  not  only  before  the 
House,  but  it  is  realized  by  the  country, 
from  Ihe  dire  neceaaitiea  of  the  case. 
What  has  had  such  evil  effect  on  agri- 
culture has  been  the  misohieTous  Jjand 
Laws,  which  have  placed  such  tyrannical 

Sower  in  the  hands  of  an  idle  class,  and 
ave  lad  to  widespread  impoTerishmeut 
and  misery  to  other  classes.  I  hare  a 
great  deal  of  sympathy  with  the  landlord 
class  of  tibia  country,  in  the  same  way  as 
I  snppose  some  sympathy  was  felt  for 
the  slave-holding  olaes  in  the  evil  days 
when  slaTeiy  was  recognized  in  this 
oountry.  Both  hare  been  the  vioUma  of  ^ 
an  evil  and  misohierons  i^stem.  But, 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  only  one  remedy 
for  the  difficulties  oi  that  class,  and  it 
was  commented  upon  by  the  hen.  and 
gallant  Uember  for  Buckingham  (Cap- 
tain Yemey).  If  they  are  only  the  nomi- 
nal owners  of  the  land ;  if  they  have  not 
a  farthiog  left;  if  thc^  oaunot  relieve 
themselves  from  their  embarrassments; 
if  selling  one-half  of  their  estates  will 
not  enable  them  to  free  themselves  from 
the  embarrasements  of  the  other  half, 
let  them  do  what  better  people  of  every 
industry  in  the  land  have  been  com- 
pelled to  do  from  all  ages.  Why,  fiir, 
nothing  is  mora  oommon  than  to  find 
mea  who  have  struggled  against  fate 
obliged  to  succumb ;  and  who,  after 
offering  what  they  have  to  their  cre- 
ditors, have  gone  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  Booial  ladder.  I  should  be  sorry 
that  the  landlord  ioterest  should  be 
obliged  to  submit  to  such  an  ordeal ; 
but  why  should  Parliament  be  asked  to 
make  every  sack  stand  on  end  ?  If  Par- 
liament has  given  its  almost  exclusive 
eohcem  to  the  landlord  class  for  the  last 
five  centuries,  is  it  too  much  to  give  now 
a  very  plain  intimation  to  all  interested 
that  the  future  of  this  Parliament  will 
be  to  concern  itself,  not  with  the  relief 
of  the  landlord  class,  but  in  order  to  do 
■omethiflg  on  behalf  of  this  sidcly  in- 
terest of  agriculture  ?  I  can  im^ine 
the  agrioultural  interest  thriving,  al- 
tiiongh  the  landlord  olaas  may  decay; 
bat  I  cannot  understand  that  the  agri- 
onltorist  should  thrive  if  we  ue  to  go  out 
oi  our  way  to  sustain  anidle  olasB.  The 


OhanoeUotof  the  Exchequer  (Sir  WOUar 
Haroourt)  has  pointed  out  to  us  that  if 
the  landlords  can  afford  to  pay  6^  per 
cent  for  loans  which  are  repayable  in  22 
years,  there  are  societies  and  means, 
besides  going  to  the  Treasury,  through 
which  these  loans  may  be  obtained. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
doubted,  as  ho  miffht  well  doubt,  the 
words  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Eandolph  Churchill),  and  said 
that  in  the  case  of  the  majority  of 
landlords  they  were  very  unwilling  to 
lay  oat  money  borrowed  at  this  extrava- 
gant rate  on  their  estates.  But  if  they 
are  willing,  let  them  proceed  as  all  in 
ihis  country  In  need  of  money  are  obliged 
to  do — let  them  go  to  the  lenders.  Let  it 
be  understood  that  the  St^  has  no 
money  to  lend,  and  that  if  it  had  it  must 

g)t  money  out  of  the  taxp»era'  purse 
r  the  purpose,  which  would  be  bettor 
employed  otheririse.  I  say  that  we,  who 
are  called  upon  to  be  the  guardians  of 
the  public  purse,  ought  to  resist  all 
appltcatLons  of  this  kind  by  a  class 
wuich  has  hitherto  been  the  moat  power- 
ful in  the  State,  and  that  if  we  are  to 
set  aside  the  rules  of  economy  it  ought 
to  be  in  the  interest  of  those  who  have 
been  worsted  by  what  Parliament  has 
done  in  order  to  gtve  them  a  better  start 
in  the  struggle  for  an  improvement  of 
their  condition. 

Mn.  HANDEL  COSSHAM:  Sir. 
there  is  one  advantage  in  the  noble 
Lord  the  Uember  for  Paddington  (liord 
Randolph  Churchill)  having  come  to  the 
rescue  of  the  right  hon.  Qfflitleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  because  we  have  had  £tom 
the  noble  Ix>rd  a  very  distinct  avowal 
that  the  late  Government  were  turned 
out  of  Office  on  the  question  of  land,  and 
not,  as  it  is  sometimes  said,  on  the  Irish 
Question.  I  am  very  glad  that  we  have 
extracted  from  the  noble  Lord  that  very 
plun  statement.  The  fact  is,  howerer, 
that  the  Party  to  whieh  the  noble  Itord 
belongs  has  got  from  one  aide  of  the 
House  to  the  other.  When  the  noble 
Lord  spoke  of  the  risible  a^tudeof  'S.et 
Majesty's  Government,  I  could  not  h^p 
thinking  that  there  was  a  very  risible 
attitude  on  the  part  of  the  late  Gov-em- 
meat — that  is  to  say,  they  came  into 
power  on  a  promise  made  to  a  Party 
whom,  when  they  got  into  power,  ^ej  re- 
warded with  a  promise  of  coercion.  That 
is  a  risible  attitude ;  and  in  oonnectioa 
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witb.  it  no  one  has  assumed  a  more 
risible  one  than  the  noble  Lord  himself. 
The  noble  Iiord  was  «>od  enough  to  re- 
mind the  House  of  the  loans  to  land- 
lords in  Ireland,  under  the  late  Go- 
vernment, in  1879 ;  allow  me  to  remind 
the  noble  Lord  that  this  is  one  of 
the  instances  in  which  the  landed  inte- 
rest has  overriden  the  country.  We 
have  had  loans  to  the  Irish  tenants  and 
loans  to  the  Irish  landlords — loans  at  the 
expense  of  the  taxpayer.  But  I  am  glad 
tbat  this  state  of  things  has  come  to  an 
end.  The  present  Parliament  does  not 
mean  that  this  Government  should  con- 
tinue in  that  course.  There  is  a  desire 
now  to  do  jnstice  to  the  taxpayer,  and 
not  to  prop  up  the  landlords  at  their  ex- 
pense, which  latter  class  will  have  in 
future  to  conduct  their  business  so  as  to 
produce  the  best  result  out  of  the  land, 
or  they  wilt  have  to  give  way  to  better 
men.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  country 
that  we  should  have  the  best  men  on  the 
land ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  there 
cannot  be  a  stronger  reason  for  reform 
than  that  three-fifths  of  the  food  re- 
quired in  this  country  comes  from 
abroad,  and  not  out  of  the  land  in  which 
we  live  ;  and  the  only  proposal  we  have 
made  to  us  by  the  landlords  is  that  we 
should  lend  them  more  of  the  taxpayer's 
money  at  a  rate  which  the  taxpayer  will 
lose  by.  Sir,  I  do  hope  that  the  result 
of  what  has  taken  place  will  be  that  the 
door  will  bo  shut  for  ever  on  the  part  of 
the  taxpayer  against  the  rapacity  of  the 
landlord. 

Question  put,  and  affrud  to. 

Main  Question  again  proposed,  "  That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 

TENANTS  OF  QLEBE  LANDS 
(iaELAND).~OBSElEVAXIONS. 
Vb.  W.  O'BBIEN  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  call 
Attention  to  the  Motion  which  stands  in 
my  name  upon  the  Paper — 

"That,  in  the  Dpinion  of  this  Hoase,  the 
relief  proTided  by  the  28rd  seotion  of  <  Tho 
Purchase  oi  Lsnd  (Ireland)  Act,  188fi,'  in  re- 
•peot  of  lesaeet  and  tenants  pordusing  Charoh 
lands  in  Ireland  is  inadequate  and  inaocessihle, 
and  that  the  condition  of  these  purchasers, 
owing  to  the  exceptional  circamstances  nnder 
vhich  they  wete  induced  to  exercise  their  right 
of  pre-emptioQ,  and  owin^  to  a  long  suooession 
of  disastrous  seasons,  claims  the  urgent  atten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government  with  a  view 
to  making  further  and  more  efTectual  provision 
fortheirioHef." 

VOL.  OOOn.    [third  8BBIES.] 


I  do  not  at  this  hour  want  to  enter  into 
this  subject  at  great  length,  although 
it  is  of  the  greatest  interest  to  my  eon- 
stituenta  in  South  Tyrone,  and  to  a  large 
number  of  the  tenantry  in  every  part  of 
Ulster.  This  is  one  of  the  questions  of 
which  I  may  say  that  there  is  absolute 
unanimity  upon  it  between  those  who  are 
Nationalists  and  those  who  are  not.  I 
believe  that  the  majority  of  the  pur- 
chasers themselves  are  Presbyterians.  I 
do  not  know  whether  there  are  any  hon. 
Members  from  Ulster  present,  who 
usually  sit  about  the  Gangway ;  but  I 
think  "they  would  be  able  to  say  that 
their  constituents  think  as  strongly  on 
this  subject  as  ours  do,  and  would  recol- 
lect the  sympathy  they  expressed  for  the 
class  concerned  in  their  speeches  in  Ire- 
land. I  think  also  that  they  will  say 
that  this  is  in  nu  sense  whatever  a  Party 
question,  and  that  if  the  right  hon.  Qea- 
tleman  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  sees  his  way  to  aflford 
relief  to  this  most  struggling  and  de- 
serving class  of  Irish  tenants,  he  will  be 
sending  a  message  of  peace  into  Ulster 
that  will  be  received  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction,  and  also  with  feelings  which 
will  tend  to  allay  that  exasperation  which 
exists  upon  the  subject.  The  purchase 
of  the  glebe  lands  by  the  tenants  was 
in  no  respect  a  voluntary  transaction. 
Under  the  terms  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Act,  1868,  the  tenants  were  obliged  to 
exercise  their  right  of  pre-emption,  or 
the  property  would  have  been  sold  and 
new  landlords  put  over  them ;  they  were 
compelled  to  purchase  at  the  valuation 
of  the  Ohnroh  OommiBsianera,  which  was, 
practically  speaking,  the  landlords*  valua- 
tion, and  was,  at  one  time,  at  the  enor- 
mous rate  of  23  or  24  years'  purchase, 
and  this,  in  the  case  of  poorer  tenants, 
was  run  up  as  high  as  30  and  35  years* 
purchase.  They  were  obliged,  in  addi- 
tion, to  scrape  together  one- fourth  of  the 
purchase-money,  and  almost  all  of  them 
had  toraise  the  money  from  banks  at  6  per 
cent,  while  many  of  them  had  to  borrow 
&om  private  money  lenders,  at  an  enor- 
mous rate  of  interest.  Sir,  the  Irish 
tenants  have  received  absolutely  no 
benefit  from  the  land  legislation  of  the 
last  15  years.  Even  leaseholders  have 
managed  to  get  temporary  abatements 
of  rent  at  various  times,  and  they  are 
now  under  the  ^tmsions  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Act ;  but  Aeae  poor  porohasers 
of  glebe  lands  on  fnatoned  dovn  to  oqq* 
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diiAont  wniefa  werft  wholly  instiffieieBt  for 
their  bMiefit.   Instead  of  getting  a  re- 
bfttement  of  rent,  they  have  been  paying 
in  all  eases  a  large  rent-cbarge  at  a  time 
when  rents  wore  being  lowered  all  over 
Ireland.   Now,  Sir,  I  put  it  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GoTemment,  whether  there  is 
any  fair  and  just  reason  wby  this  should 
be  the  only  class  of  tenants  in  Ireland  to 
be  debarred  from  the  benefits  of  the 
Land  Act  and  of  the  Arrears  Aot,  and 
who  ore  obliged  to  buy  land  under  a 
<»niditicii  of  the  law  which  has  been  in 
all  o&er  casM  abrogated  ?   Aa  I  have 
said,  it  is  not  the  ease  of  men  who  have 
entered  into  a  free  contract  with  their  eyes 
open.    They  are  purchasers  in  no  more 
voluntary  sense  than  the  laws  force  upon 
them;  and  we  all  know  that  the  Laud 
Act  of  1881  allows  these  laws  to  be 
broken.    The  purchases,  as  I  have  said, 
were  made  at  the  landlords'  valuation  at 
the  time  when  the  land  was  supposed  to 
be  worth  any  money  in  Ireland,  and  at 
prices  which  are  now  admitted  to  be  pre* 
posterous  by  land  valuators.   I  may  also 
mention  that  they  purchased  the  land 
when  the  law  did  not  recognize  the  ten- 
ant's property  in  his  own  improvements, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  th«j  have 
had  to  purchase  their  own  improvements 
as  well  aa  the  landlords.   These  people 
are  amongst  the  most  hard-working  and 
poor  of  the  struggling  tenants  in  Ulster. 
In  the  oaee  of  tiie  poor  men  whose  pur- 
chase-money was  under  £200,  they  had 
to  repay  the  money  advanced  in  10  years 
instead  of  32  years.    Of  course,  they  had 
to  borrow  largely  from  money  lenders  at 
10  per  cent.   Now,  I  will  not  go  into  the 
details  of  the  case  of  these  poor  people, 
as  I  easily  might  do,  but  will  merely 
-point  out  that  they  have  bad  to  drag 
along  under  these  burdens,  throu^  aU 
1^6  terrible  years  of  distress,  not  only 
without  abatement  of  rent,  but  at  largely 
increased  rents,  when  all  the  world  knows 
it  was  very  hard  to  make  even  a  mode- 
rate rent  oat  of  the  land.  The  agree- 
m«at  wu  made  when  the  Land  Furdiase 
Aot  vae  passed,  but  I  think  I  can  show 
tiiat  the  Land  Purchase  Act,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  these  poor  tenants,  was  wholly 
inadequate  and  insufficient ;  and  whe- 
ther it  is  or  not,  it  is  practically  inopera- 
tive for  the  great  bulk  of  them.    It  is 
really  insufficient,  because  it  takes  no 
account  of  the  interest  of  tenants  who 
made  improvement,  so  that  they  are  left 
in'  the  posilunL  of  bogrii^  ii^hat  tiie  law 
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now  acknowledges  to  be  their  on  pro- 
perty. It  is  inadequate,  because  it  lum 
these  poor  people  in  the  grip  of  the 
money  lenders  for  the  balance  of  pnr- 
chase-money.   I  oould  give  partiouUii 
in  which  it  excludes  a  whole  class  of  the 
tenants  in  questi<Hi — for  instaace,  those 
holding  leases.    But  it  exoludra  psn«t6 
under  the  Act  of  1870,  whose  pnrohsse- 
money  was  really  still  more  extravagsHt. 
The  relief  to  them  is  altogether  inaocei- 
sible,  beoanee  it  only  operates  on  thar 
clearing  off  wrears.   It  ia  perfect^  im- 
possible that  these  small  mrmers,  dt- 
cumstanoed  aa  they  are,  oaa  have  j^aaaed 
through  the  last  terriUe  years  withoot 
having  got  into  arrears  and  into  a  state 
of  hopeless  distress.  I  do  not  thick  tkat 
anyone  can  pretend  that  these  men  have 
broken  down  through  auy  fault  of  their 
own.    During  a  great  many  years  Uiey 
have  struggled  on,  having  paid  rent 
and  the  instalments  to  the  banks  and 
money  lenders,  and  I  think  the  Beport 
of  the  Ohurch  Oommissioners  bears  testi- 
mony to  the  way  in  which  these  men 
have  met  their  engagements  and  con- 
tinued their  indust^.  Now,  the  poation 
of  these  poor  people  is  that  they  ire 
debarred  from  all  benefit  of  the  Land 
Act  and  Arrears  Act,  whieh  every  oUm 
olaaa  of  tenants  enjoy,  while  at  the  satae 
time  they  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  monsy 
lenders,  whereas  other  tenants  reoeiTe 
their  purchase-money  from  the  State; 
and,  finally,  even  the  partial  relief  that 
the  Land  Purchase  Act  purports  to  afford 
them  is  altogether  inadequate  and  in- 
operative, because  they  cannot  clear  off 
arrears  of  rente,  which  in  every  other 
case  has  been  rebated  long  ago.  If  there 
is  a  grievance  here,  which  I  think  irill 
not  be  denied,  and  if  there  is  no  other 
remedy  for  it,  I  must  say,  speaking  for 
myself,  that  I  think  it  would  not  involre 
a  very  large  grant  from  the  balance  of 
the  Irish  Church  Surplus  Fund  to  make 
some  provision  that  would  enable  these 
poor  people  to  compound  with  tlisii 
arrears  upon  some  equitable  terms,  and 
enable  them  to  get  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  money  lenders  by  obtaining  baas 
on  the  same  terms  as  any  other  ienantsia 
Ireland  can  get  them,  and  to  bring  aboat 
such  modifications  of  their  position  that 
the  Land  Oommission,  or  oUier  Court  of 
£quity  in  Ireland,  may  place  them  on 
an  equality  with  other  tenants.  That, 
Sir,  is  all  we  ask  for,  and  I  throw  it  out 
u{K>a  my  own  resjionaibiU^f  not  fcnoiriai 
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how  ha  it  wiH  be  supported  by  my  faon. 
FriendB  uoond  me.  I  mftv  say  that  &e 
Ohunh  Surplus  Fund  is  Irish  taoaey; 
it  has  been  used  for  many  useful  pur- 
pose^ inoludingf  the  asaistanoeof  teaante 
in  elearin^  off  arrears,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  it  can  be  better  employed 
than  in  enabling  these  poor  tenants  to 
continue  their  honest  business.  I  must 
ooirfess  that  it  is  very  reluctantly  that  I 
press  forward  at  this  moment  anything 
that  could  embarrass  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  John  Horley),  or  distract  him 
from  the  very  great  duties  he  has  to 
perform,  and  I  think  I  may  say  that 
erery  man  aroimd  me  from  Ireland  are 
disposed  to  remove  from  his  way  as 
many  difficulties  as  they  can.  This, 
however,  is  a  case  of  extreme  emergency 
oonceming  a  larse  body  of  tenants  in 
the  North  of  Iruand,  and  upon  which 
there  is,  amongst  all  olassee  there,  prac- 
tical unanimity.  I  hope.  Sir,  that  some 
remedy  will  be  found  for  the  evil  I  have 
described,  and  I  do  earnestly  appeal  to 
the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  give 
ue  some  sort  of  asaurance  that  these  poor 
men  will  not  be  driven  to  the  wall,  but 
that  they  will  be  allowed  to  participate 
in  the  advantages  which  the  law  has 
granted  to  every  othnr  elass  of  tenants 
in  Ireland. 

The  SEOEETAET  to  the  TEEA- 
8UBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowibe):  Sir,  as 
this  is  a  Treasury  mattw,  I  may,  pdrhaiM, 
in  reply  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down,  state  the  case  from  our 
point  of  view.  The  hon.  Member  (Mj. 
W.  O'Brien)  has,  I  think,  pat  his  case 
in  a  very  fair  and  temperate  manner  to 
the  House,  and  I  have  no  intention  to 
present  the  matter  from  a  hard  or  stem 
atandprnnt.  The  case  which  my  hon. 
Friend  presents  to  the  House  is  that  of 
the  ooeopying  tenants  who  purchased 
nnder  the  Irish  Ohuroh  Acts  the  glebe 
lands  then  in  their  occupation,  and  my 
hon.  Friend  has  stated  with  perfect  ac- 
curacy the  position  of  land  in  Ireland 
whon  this  took  place.  There  was  at 
that  time  a  oompetition  which  to-day  is 
unknown,  and  the  value  of  agricultural 
produce  was  then  very  difEerent  from 
what  it  is  now.  I  will  state  to  the 
House  what  the  prioM  of  land  were, 
and  they  will  then  see  how  this  opera- 
tion  has  been  carried  out.  At  ik&t  time 
there  were  about  8,400  tenancies  in 
g^flbelandf  bnngia^  in  •auianal  rental 


of  £M,000.  Of  thoae  holdings  tbere 
were  6,050  occupiers  who  became  pur- 
chasers ;  and  this,  I  thinlE,  oonatUutea  a 
strong  argument  in  faronr  of  the  law 
whic^  enables  tenants  to  become  pur- 
chasers of  their  holdings.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  price,  I  have  to 
qualify  what  has  been  said  as  to  the 
price  being  oppressive,  because  the  com- 
petition of  tenants  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land  was  so  great  that  they  gave  more 
than  could  be  obtained  for  it  by  auction 
— the  average  price  at  auction  being 
22^  years,  whereas  the  average  price 
given  by  the  tenants  was  22%  years' 
purchase.  That  was  a  high  price, 
looked  at  in  the  light  of  1 886,  although 
not  so  when  looked  at  in  the  light  of 
1870.  I  should  like  to  mention  to  the 
House  the  admirable  manner  in  which 
the  instalments  of  purchase-money  have 
been  paid.  The  principal  and  interest 
combined  represents  an  uinual  income 
of  £106,000,  and  the  total  arrears  spread 
over  the  whole  term,  from  1870  to  11185, 
only  amoimt  to  £34,500,  the  aggregate 
purchase-money  at  the  XKrioe  given  by 
traants  beiog  £1,760,000.  I  may  say 
that  the  figures  brought  before  me  the 
other  day  at  the  Treasury,  and  the  lie- 
turns  showing  the  manner  in  which  the 
seed  loan  has  been  repaid,  together 
with  the  small  amount  of  arrears  in 
connection  with  that  loan,  have  as- 
tounded me,  and  showed  that  where 
public  money  had  been  advanced  to 
Irish  tenants  and  landlords  also,  it  has 
been  paid  with  an  honesty,  integrity, 
and  promptitude  which  contrasts  u- 
Tourably  with  loans  made  in  any  othw 
portion  of  the  Empire.  The  law  re- 
quired one-fourth  of  the  purchase*  money 
to  be  paid  in  cash,  the  remaining 
three-fourths  being  covered  by  mort- 
gages ;  the  terms  on  which  the  loans 
ware  made  cannot,  I  think,  be  said 
to  be  high — the  rate  of  interest  was 
4  per  cent,  and  the  loans  were  repayable 
in  3a  years.  My  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W. 
O'Brien)  has  stated  that  the  interest  of 
the  tenants  in  their  improvements  had 
not  been  taken  into  account ;  but  the 
statement  made  by  the  Treasury  is  to 
the  contrary.  However,  I  (un  not  pre- 
pared to  discuss  that  point ;  but  takii^ 
the  fact  that  these  tenants  were  paying 
interest  at  the  rate  of  4  pra  oent,  that 
they  had  to  repay  the  amount  .lent  in  32 
years,  and  that  they  eontioued  to  pay 
during  a  ti«»  ot  great  agrioultuval  49- 

3  B  3 


Digitized  by 


14.79         TtmnU  of  GhU  {COMMONS} 


pression  in  Ireland ;  taldnflr  also  into 
aoeouai  that  loans  wore  made  to  other 
teaante  on  mueh  more  iaTOurable  terms 
— this,  I  say,  constituted  a  case  of  hard- 
ship. Well,  Sir,  the  late  Gtovenunent 
dealt  vith  that  hardship  daring  the  last 
Sesaioa  of  Parliament.  And  vhat  did 
tiie  lata  (Joremmmt  do  with  xeferenoe 
to  the  Laad  Porch ase  Bill  ?  Supp<Hrted, 
I  believe,  by  the  action  of  hoD.  Mem- 
bers from  the  North  and  South  of  Ire- 
land, UlBter  included,  thoy  put  into  the 
Bill  a  clause — which  is  now  Section  23 
of  the  Act — to  the  effect  that  the  rate  of 
interest  then  being  paid  by  these  tenants 
should  be  reduced  to  3^  per  cent,  and 
that  the  term  of  payment  should  be  ex- 
tended from  32  to  49  years.  That  was 
the  relief  given  by  the  Treasury  in  the 
measure  of  last  year;  andltbinkitiaone 
that  has  been,  and  will  oontiaue  to  be,  ap- 
preciated. There  is  another  p^nt  con- 
nected with  this  case  which  has  to  be 
looked  at.  It  is  outside  the  question  of 
law ;  it  is  a  question  of  policy,  and  as 
such  will,  no  doubt,  be  dealt  with  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  GQuef  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland.  The  bulk  of  these 
tenants,  when  they  purchased  their  hold- 
ings, not  having  the  one-fourth  of  the 
purchase-money  in  their  possession,  had 
to  borrow  it  from  outside  lenders.  And 
they  had  to  borrow  it,  no  doubt,  at  very 
usurious  rates  of  interest— probably,  in 
borrowing  the  one-foiu^,  they  incurred 
a  more  onerous  burden  than  in  borrow- 
ing the  other  three-fourths  of  the  pur- 
chase-money ;  and  I  understand  that  we 
are  asked  to  give  some  facilities  with 
reference  to  the  one-fourth.  I  under- 
stand, also,  that  another  point  is  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
(Ur.  W.  CBriecn)— namely,  that  the  23Ed 
clause  ai.  the  Land  Pundiase  Act  is 
coupled  with  the  condition  that  no  one 
shall  avful  himself  of  it  who  has  not 
paid  up  arrears.  I  must  say,  looking 
at  the  small  amount  of  arrears,  that 
there  need  be  no  long  controversy  on  that 
ground.  The  question  of  policy  does 
not  fall  within  my  Department.  I  can 
only  say,  so  far  as  the  Treasury  is  con- 
cerned, that  we  shall  be  ready  to  co- 
operate with  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  in  taking  such  steps  and  passing 
such  measures  as  may,  on  the  one  hand, 
be  fair  and  liberal  to  the  Irish  glebe 
land  tcaianta,  and  which,  at  the  same 
time,  will  be  j  ust  to  the  general  taxpayer. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Fowhr 
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OoLOHEL  WABING:  I  rise,  Sir,  ts 
seize  the  (^portunity,  which  may  aerer 
recur,  of  agreeing  with  hon.  Memben 
behind  me.  In  this  matter  I  am  entanly 
in  aeoord  with  them ;  and  I  think  that 
the  very  deaerriog  class  of  tflninti 
aUnded  to  by  the  hon.  Gentteman  wko 

Sroposed  this  BesolBtiott  (Mr.  W. 
I'Brien)  have  been  most  ourioiulT 
overlooked  in  dealing  with  tiie  Iriu 
Land  Question.  I  do  not  feel  tlu  m- 
barrassment  which  the  hon.  Gentleiau 
felt  in  broaching  this  question,  beosuEe 
I  do  not,  perhaps,  feel  quite  so  anxioos 
as  he  does  as  to  whether  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Lra- 
land  (Mr.  John  Morley)  should  haveluB 
time  taken  up  by  it.  He  may  readily 
be  worse  employed,  and  I  do  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  find 
time  to  deal  with  this  question  eff«- 
tually.  Whether  that  wonderf ud  widow's 
cruse,  the  Irish  Church  Fund,  will 
be  found  to  have  still  a  few  drops  of 
oil  in  it,  I  oannot  undertake  to  say; 
but  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  oou- 
oluding  remariis  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler),  I  shosld 
be  inclined  to  say  that  it  afforded  aboat 
the  only  chance  of  relief  for  the  tensDti 
in  question.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  of  the  liberality  with  which  Iriah 
tenants  have  been  treated.  But,  Sir, 
that  has  been  a  purely  vicarioos  libe- 
rality ;  it  has  been  at  the  expense  of 
others,  and  it  has  not  yet  fallen  on  the 
English  taxpayer.  If  a  new  era  is  to 
arise,  and  if  the  Engli^  taxpayer,  ai 
personified  by  the  Secretary  to  thel>ea- 
sury,  is  going  to  put  his  hand  in  his 
pocket,  I  am  extremely  glad  to  hear  it 
for  the  sake  of  this  distressed  class  of 
tenants,  who,  I  hope,  will  deriva  Boms 
advantage  ixaat  it  Bn^  Sir,  I  wasvaty 
mu^  BfziK^  by  tiie  account  given  1^  mo 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  of  the  ww- 
derful  punotuaHfy  with  which  &ese  rents 
have  beetn  paid  by  the  tenants ;  and  it 
occurs  to  me  that  if  other  tenants  had 
been  as  thrifty  as  those  whose  case  ire 
are  now  considering,  we  might  possibly 
have  heard  not  quite  so  much  as  to  tho 
difficulty  of  paying  impossible  rents.  If 
the  rents  reduced  by  the  Land  Court  by 
25  per  cent  are  impoasibie  rents,  bow 
can  these  men  pay  up  their  still  moreim- 
poesible  rents  with  a  punctuality  wbi(di 
has  called  for  the  admiration  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Tret- 
Bury  f  Sir,  I  think  that  a  class  of  nun 
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Who  have  performed  such  a  miracle  as 
Ihis  are  dmearving  of  the  greatest  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
QoTemment,  and  I  certainly  hope  that 
they  will  receive  it.  At  this  late  hour 
(12.40),  it  is  not  neoMsary  for  me  to  oo* 
onpy  the  time  of  the  Hoose  at  leDgtii  in 
Bpeaking  on  this  subject. 

Mb.  DILLON :  Sir,  I  vish  to  say  a 
few  words  with  regard  to  oome  obserra- 
tions  which  fell  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler),  which  straok  me  very 
much  at  the  time.  The  hon.  Geotleman 
remarked  that  these  tenants  bought 
their  holdings  at  the  market  price  in 
the  bestof  times ;  but  I  believe  that  not 
only  did  these  unfortunate  tenants  buy 
their  holdings  at  the  market  price,  but 
that  they  bought  them  at  over  the 
market  price.  It  has  been  said  that,  of 
course,  a  man  must  suffer  for  his  own 
fault ;  but  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
laAd  (Hr.  John  Morley)  must  recollect 
that  these  men  were  in  peculiar  cinmm- 
stances.  Land  hunger  at  the  time 
amounted  almost  to  a  madness ;  and  the 
right  hon.  Qentlemau  must  remember 
tluht  it  was  at  the  time  impossible  for 
any  man  to  bay  his  holding  until  the 
Act  was  passed.  This  was  the  first  op- 
portunity that  the  poor  tenant  in  Ireland 
ever  had  of  buying  his  holding,  which 
in  bis  eyes  was  like  a  priceless  gem ;  he 
did  not  consider  the  value  of  the  land, 
but  gave  for  it  a  really  fancy  price.  But 
X  wiU  not  detain  the  House  by  repeating 
what  has  been  so  ably  said  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  at  my  side  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien). 
We  have  had  a  remarkable  admission 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasunr  as 
to  how  these  people  have  struggled  on 
to  pay  Uie  money  due  to  the  Treasury, 
and  that  they  had  succeeded  in  re- 
paying* almoet  Uie  wht^e  of  the  money 
advanced;  and  what  I  have  to  urge 
now  is  that  it  has  come  to  this  pass — 
that  some  attempt  must  be  made  to  re- 
lieve the  tenants  whose  case  bas  been 
placed  before  the  House.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers will  agree  it  would  be  a  cruel  injus- 
tice if  some  means  were  not  devised — 
means  which  would  entail  no  loss  on  the 
English  Treasury — to  enable  men,  whom 
everybody  admits  are  honest  men,  in- 
dustrious men,  and  men  who  are  in  every 
way  a  credit  to  the  country,  to  struggle 
on  thfongh  these  adverse  times  and 
keep  the  roofa  arm  iAuas  heads. 


LoBD  EENEST  HAMILTON;  I 
should  like  to  say  a  very  few  words  with 
reference  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien). 
The  hon.  Member  pointed  out  plainly 
and  fonnbly  the  very  difficult  conditions 
under  which  many  of  the  glebe  tenants 
are  now  labouring,  and  he  showed  det^y 
how  very  partial  was  the  Relief  Act  of 
1885.  I  do  trust  this  House  will  give 
this  very  important  question  its  most 
earnest  attention ;  for  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that,  of  all  the  agricul- 
tural population  in  Ireland,  there  is  no 
class  that  is  bo  deserving  of  sympathy, 
and  has  suffered  so  much  from  the  re- 
cent depreciation  in  the  value  of  land, 
as  these  glebe  purchasers.  We  hear  a 
great  deal  of  the  hardships  of  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  tenant  farmers  of 
Ireland  ;  but  if  the  position  of  the  men 
who  have  enjoyed  aU  the  advantages  of 
recent  land  legislation  is  hard — and  no 
one  disputes  that  it  is  hard — I  ask  hov 
mucdi  worse  must  be  the  position  of  those 
men  who  were  induced  to  purchase  their 
holdings  when  land  was  at  a  premium, 
when  the  rents  were,  in  many  cases  to 
my  certain  knowledge,  from  25  to  80 
per  cent  over  Ghriffiths's  valuation,  and 
when  these  exorbitant  rents  were  made 
the  basis  on  which  to  conduct  the  sale  ? 
The  claims  of  this  particfular  portion  of 
the  agricultural  population  of  Ireland 
have  hitherto,  I  think,  been  rather  neg- 
lected ;  they  have  not  been  brought  into 
the  prominence  which  their  merits  de- 
served—a fact  whieh  I  think  is  owing 
mainly  to  one  or  two  reasons.  In  the 
first  place,  because  the  glebe  tenants 
have  hitherto — and  I  hope  they  will 
continue  to  do  so — only  brought  their 
claims  into  notioe  in  a  Constitutional 
manner ;  they  have  not  resorted  to  the 
apparently  powerfal  —  I  might  almost 
say  unanswerable — argument  of  crime 
and  outrage ;  and,  secondly,  because 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  usually  take  it 
upon  themselves  to  advocate  the  claims 
of  the  tenant  farmers  of  Ireland,  have 
hitherto  rather  neglected  this  portion  of 
the  farmer  class.  [An  hon.  Member  : 
Nay;  the  Tory  Members.]  I  think  I 
am  right  in  saying  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  have  hitherto  to  a 
certain  extent  neglected  this  portion  of 
the  agrioulturfd  population  ot  Ireland. 
There  is  a  reason  for  it,  no  doubt.  The 
faet  must  be  partly  owing,  I  tiiink,  to 
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Ibe  abMnoe  of  any  landlcnrd  to  abase ; 
and  I  oan  qtdte  underataad  that  the 
abwnce  of  any  Imndlord  whom  thej  oan 
denonnoe  must  leasen,  in  the  eyes  of 
boa.  Omtlemen,  the  intvnet  and  ncite- 
ment  which  naturally  attach  to  the  land 
agitation.    I  am  glad  Uiai  we  who  re< 
present  Ulster  constitnenoiea  axe  in  per- 
fect accord  with  hon.  Members  who  sit 
below  the  Gangway.  nLr.  W.  O'Beibw  : 
Who  did  represent  Ulster  constituen- 
oies.]    Several  suggestions  have  been 
made  in  this  matter  ;  and  I  should  like, 
if  I  shall  not  be  out  of  Order — I  am  very 
ignorant  of  the  usages  of  the  House, 
and  I  find  it  most  diffloult  to  obtain  re- 
liable information  firom  the  older  hon. 
If  embers— to  make  a  suggestion,  be- 
oause  I  hftTO  bad  the  opportunity  cA 
conTai^ng  with  many  of  the  glebe  por- 
ofaasers  of  Ireland,  and  I  l£ink  I  am 
tolerably  oonTersaut  with  their  views  on 
this  subject,  and  with  the  remedies  whioh 
miggeet  themaelTcs  to  th«r  minds.  la 
many  oases  the  rents  were  considerably 
over  Griffith's  valuation ;  and  I  hare 
reason  to  know  that  it  would  meet  with 
the  views  of  the  glebe  purchasers  in 
Ireland  if  the  amount  of  tne  rent  which 
was  in  excess,  multiplied  by  the  number 
of  years*  purchase  given,  were  deducted 
from  the  instalments  still  due.    One  of 
the  andoubted  hardships  is  not  so  mueh 
the  number  of  years*  purchase,  or  the 
exorbitant  rents  on  the  basis  of  whidh 
the  sale  was  eonducted,  but  the  fact  that 
they  were  forced,  in  order  to  lay  down 
the  amount  of  poTohase-money  required, 
to  resort  to  usurers  and  borrow  money 
at  great  interest.  I  believe  I  am  right 
in  stating  tluit  the  Ohurch  Temporalities 
Oommissioners  had  power  to  invest 
money  in  cases  where  the  entire  amount 
of  the  purchase-mon^  was  under  £100. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  many  of  ^e  un- 
fortunate tenants  whose  purchase-money 
was  under  £100  were — because  they 
were  required  to  pay  one-half  down — 
forced  to  go  to  usurers,  and  by  these 
men  were  persuaded  that  it  would  be  to 
their  advantage  to  borrow  the  whole  of 
the  money.   A  reference  to  the  Returns 
will  show  that  this  was  done  in  many 
oases;  you  will  find  that  in  instances 
where  the  amount  of  the  purohase-money 
was  under  £100  the  whole  sum  was  paid 
down.    I  think  it  wonld  be  only  fair 
that  the  amount  of  money  that  the  pur- 
dihaeers  were  compelled  to  pay  should 
now  be  advanced  to  the  men  the 
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State  at  the  saoM  rate  of  interest  aadoa 
the  same  oondtUons  as  if  they  had  bseii 
purohasers  under  the  Act  of  1886.  I 
will  not  detun  the  House  lo^et.  I 
hope  iks  Government  will  ^vs  &ts 
miUter  its  most  earnest  ooostderation, 
and  that  hon.  Gentlemen  below  tiis 
Gangway  and  hon.  Geotlemen  repie* 
senting  similar  views  to  myself  vUI 
long  oontinve  to  be  in  the  same  scoord 
we  are  in  on  this  matter. 

Thb  chief  SEOEETAET  poa  IBB. 
LAND  (Ifr.  Jonir  Hoblet)  :  I  think 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Ernest  Hamihon) 
has  scarcely,  in  all  his  remarks,  kept  up 
Hie  tone  of  sincere  desire  to  be  in  aceoid 
with  h<Mi.  Gentiemen  below  tiie  Gang- 
way ;  and  he  certainly  is  in  error  in  sup- 
posing  that  be  and  those  who  nt  D«sr 
him  have  oidy  the  right  to  speak  for 
Ulster. 

LoBD  ERNEST  HAMILTON:  I 
think  the  right  hmi.  Gmtlonan  bu 
misunderstood  me.  I  do  not  think  I 
said  anything  of  the  sort.  I  tUd  not 
say  we  were  the  only  Members  who  had 
a  right  to  represent  Ulster.  If  I  did 
not  say  so  in  so  many  words,  I  nieant  to 
convey  that  I  was  a  Member  of  the  Paitj 
which,  I  believe,  goea  by  the  name  « 
the  Ulster  Party. 

Mb.  JOHN  MOBLET :  I  do  not 
think  that  hon.  Membws  sitting  oppoiite 
me  can  any  longer  claim  to  be  the  Be- 

fresentatives  of  the  Ulster  Farfy.  But 
will  not  pursue  the  point ;  it  is  not  sn 
important  one.  W^l»  Sir,  it  cannot  be 
denied,  and  is  not  denied  in  uiy  put  of 
the  Hons^  &ftt  the  ease  of  ue 

?archaserB  in  Ireland,  is  a  vny  hard  ob«. 
hese  purchasen  paid  prices  whidi,  n- 
doubtedly,  they  would  not  have  jpsid 
they  oould  hafve  foreseen  the  legnhtioi 
which  took  place  in  1880  or  1881 ;  sgn 
less  if  they  could  have  foreseen  ti>s 
enormous  change  tiiat  has  since  oomo 
over  the  economic  condition  of  agrionl- 
tural  pursuits  in  Ireland.  It  is  dearthey 
entered  into  bargains  whioh  have  toned 
out  bad  and  unprofitable.  Consideriiig 
how  much  has  be^  done  to  relieve  Irish 
tenants  of  all  kinds,  it  does  eeem  hard 
that  these  men,  who  showed  themsdTM 
provident,  self-d»iying,  and  wisely  de- 
sirous  to  eeeure  their  holdings,  sfaoatd 
be  suflfering  faardefaip  for  wbat  waa»  in 
fact,  no  fatdt  of  their  own.  On  that  I 
think  we  are  all  agreed.  The  <nfy 
diffloulty  is  how-  «e  we  to  ^ve  them 
zeUeff    The  hon.  ICembsr  for  Soulh 
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Tj-rone  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien)  lus  snggeated 
a  grant  from  the  Ohurch  Snr^us.  I 
am  not  very  willing,  at  the  first  glance, 
to  fall  in  with  that  proposal,  though  it 
is  not  an  inequitable  one  in  itself,  be- 
cause I  think  there  are  other  purposes 
in  contemplation  for  which  the  Ohurch 
Surplas  may  be  useful.  The  sugprestion 
of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Ernest  Hamil- 
ton) is  also  open  to  a  great  deal  of 
criticism,  with  which  I  will  not  now 
trouble  the  House.  I  will  only  promise 
the  House  that,  in  that  reconsideration 
of  the  whole  Land  Question  which  the 
nght  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter (Mr.  Gladstone)  haa  announced  as 
one  of  the  three  objects  of  the  Irish 
policy  of  the  Government,  the  ease  of 
the  glebe  purchasers  shall  not,  if  we  can 
help  it,  be  overlooked.  My  hon.  IViend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  has  stated  clearly  enough  how 
the  matter  stands  financially;  and  I 
think  he  has  pointed  out  one  direction 
in  which  some  relief  may  be  granted. 
I  mean  a  relaxation  of  the  sub-sec- 
tion of  the  Act — the  23rd  section  of 
the  Purchase  Act — which  insists  upon 
the  payment  of  all  instalments  in  arrear 
before  any  advantage  can  be  taken  of  that 
section.  I  think,  without  further  con- 
sideration, I  can  hold  out  hopes  of  being 
able  to  relax  that  section  ;  but  whether 
that  can  be  done  before  measures  uf 
larger  scope  are  brought  before  the 
Legislature,  I  rather  doubt.  I  should 
say  it  is  hardly  worth  while  raising  a 
minnte  point  of  that  kind  when  larger 
measures  are  in  contemplation.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  will  only  re- 
peat that  we  shall  not  lose  sight  of  the 
interests  brought  before  us  by  the  bun. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  W. 
O'Brien);  they  will  take  their  place 
amongst  all  the  other  points  of  the  Land 
Question  which  are  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Her  Majesty's  GhsTem- 
ment. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  :  I  would  remind 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  that 
when  the  lateGoremment  introduced  the 
Bill,  now  Lord  Ashbourne's  Act,  the  con- 
dition of  the  purchasers  of  the  glebe  land 
was  brought  before  them,  and  the  late 
OhancellOT  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beaoh)  distinctly  declined  to  adopt 
the  snggesticms  then  made.  At  that 
time  I  was  not  an  Ulster  Member,  and  I 
was  not  avwo  «f  Hke  extrwie  hardibip 


under  which  the  gj^he  purohasers  in 
Ulster  Iftbonred.  Within  the  last  two 
or  three  months,  however,  I  have  heard 
many  stories  from  glebe  purchasers  in 
my  own  constituency  of  extreme  hard- 
ship. In  all  cases  the  men  have  given 
me  their  names  and  addresses,  and  they 
have  informed  me  that  they  have  paid 
as  much  as  35  years'  purchase  for  their 
holdings,  and  on  rents  which  were 
double  those  in  Griffith's  valuation.  I 
calculate  that,  at  that  rate,  they  paid  at 
least  three  times  more  than  their  farms 
are  worth,  even  making  allowance  for 
the  high  prices  of  farm  produce  which 
prevailed  10  or  15  years  ago,  when  the 

Enrohases  were  made.  I  trust  the  right 
on.  Gentleman  will  also  bear  in  mind 
that  the  arrears  of  £35,000  which  now 
exist  have  nearly  all  aoorued  within  the 
last  three  or  four  or  five  years.  When 
the  Bessborough  Committee  was  taking 
evidence  in  1 880,  the  arrears  only 
amounted  to  a  littlo  over  £5,000,  and 
it  is  owing  to  the  extreme  hardships 
and  the  extraordinary  agricultural  de- 
pression of  the  last  five  years  that 
these  men.  have  been  forced  to  fall 
into  further  arrear.  Now,  it  is  but  rea- 
sonable that  the  glebe  purchasers,  who 
had  not  the  advantage  of  the  Land 
Act,  who  had  not  the  advantage  of  the 
Arrears  Act,  which  greatly  benefited  the 
tenants  of  Ireland,  should  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  Lord  Ashbourne's  Act,  and 
that  they  should  at  least  have  loans  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  money 
they  have  had  tobotrow  from  usurers  at 
an  exorbitant  rate  of  interest,  loans 
similar  to  those  which  are  advanced  at 
the  present  time  to  persons  who  are 
willing  to  purchase  under  the  Act  of 
last  year.  That  will  go  a  long  way 
towards  solving  the  difficulty  in  which 
these  men  are  placed.  I  wish  the  Go- 
vernment could  see  its  way  to  wipe  out 
the  arrears  of  £35,000  altogether,  with- 
out calling  on  the  Church  Surplus,  which 
is  really  cfdJed  upon  for  everythiug  of 
this  kind.  And  when  advances  are 
made  out  of  the  Church  Surplus,  a  great 
many  people  in  England  think  they  are 
paying  the  debts  of  the  Irish  people, 
whereas  those  debts  are  paid  out  of 
money  whleh  belonn  to  the  Irish 
people,  and  to  the  Irish  people  atone.  I 
trust  that  the  Goverament  will  see  ita 
way  to  move  at  onee  in  this  matter.  If 
they  find  that  this  question  is  being 
approached  in  a  manner  iriuoh  mU  kaa 
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to  its  speedy  Bolirti<m,the  g^lebe  parobasen 
in  Ulster  vill  very  Teadily  peroetTe  the 
effect  ot  Ulster  having  become,  vithin 
the  last  three  or  four  months,  as  far  as 
this  House  is  oonoerned,  more  than  half- 
Nationalist,  thoQgh  at  heart  it  has  been 
more  than  half-NationalistformonyaloDg 
year.   It  is  very  desirable  that  a  oom- 

5 rehensiTe  treatment  of  the  whole  Luid 
luestion  should  come  before  the  House 
vithin  the  next  two  or  three  months. 
I  believe  that  some  relief  of  the  glebe 
purchasers  in  Ulster  might  be  included 
in  the  great  scheme  of  land  reform ;  but 
if  it  is  not  intended  that  the  Land  Ques- 
tion shall  be  dealt  with  this  Session,  I 
think  it  would  be  advisable  for  the 
Government  to  frame  a  measure  dealing 
ezdoaively  witii  the  glebe  purohasere. 

Motion,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  Ohair,"  by  leave,  uithdraten. 

Oommittee  upon  Moniay  next. 

SPORTING  LAITDS  EATING  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

(i>r.  Ccffwrm,  iUrgutu  of  Stajtrd^  Mr,  Frtutr 
Mukmtothf  l>r,  Farquiutrton,) 

[bILI'  86.]     SBCOIO)  BSADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Eeading  read. 

Db.  CAMERON:  At  this  hour  of  the 
night  I  will  do  no  more  than  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  Its  object 
is  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  which 
reported  in  1874,  which  recommen- 
dations have  been  endorsed  by  the 
Groftera'  OommiBsion  to  the  effect  that 
sporting  lands  and  deer  forests  in  the 
occupation  of  persons  should  be  rated  in 
the  same  way  as  land  in  the  occupation 
of  ordinary  tenants.  The  measure  has 
the  sanction  of  the  principal  Officers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Oovernment,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'I  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Dr.  Cameron,) 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Bau-oub)  ;  On  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  assent  to  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill.  It  seems  quite  right  in  prin- 
ciple, althon^  no  doubt  there  will  be 
otttain  questions  to  be  adjusted  in  Com- 
mittee in  order  to  make  it  dear. 

Ma.  J.  P.  B.  ROBERTSON :  I  widi 
to  say  that  I  concur  with  ik»  right  hfm. 
J6-.  Jf.  J.  Ktnn^ 


J>ama9MBiU,  14SB 

and  learned  Gentleman  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate. The  measure  is  founded  on  a  jnst 
view  of  the  propriety  of  the  Yaloatioa 
Boll  setting  forth  one  of  the  qnaHtiea 
of  values  01  land  in  Scotland,  and  that 
is  its  capacity  for  sporting  purposes. 
The  mode  in  vhioli  the  entry  would  be 
made  in  the  Taluation  BoU  is  a  m^tsr 
of  detail,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  tiie 
Lord  Advocate  will  give  suob  guidance 
and  advice  aa  will  put  Ae  matto:  in  ths 
best  possible  shape.  I  desire  to  say  for 
myself  that  it  is  wholly  right  that  now, 
when  the  sporting  vsJue  of  laod  is  a 
very  material  element  ia  the  actual 
value,  as  a  matter  of  commerce,  of  laad 
in  Scotland,  that  that  should  appear  in 
a  question  of  ratiug. 

Sib  DONALD  OUEEIE:  I  moat 
express  my  strong  approval  of  the  mea- 
sure.- 

Motion  a§re$d  U. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  commUti 
for  Uondoj/  next. 

MOTIONS. 


DKAINAOH  AND  IHVBOTSVairT  OV  UKIM 

(mSUND)  PBOVISIOIUI.  OBDBB  BOX. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Leveson  Gower,  BQl  to 
confirm  a  ProTimonal  Order,  under  "Tha 
BrainaKS  and  ImproTflment  of  lAnda  (Ireland) 
Act,  188S,"  and  the  Aoto  atnendin^  tiMauaa, 
relating  to  the  Glaaheen  Uiver  Drainage  Du- 
trict,  lo  the  county  of  Cork,  wdertd  to  be 
brought  in  by  Ur.  Leveaon  Gower  and  Vr. 
John  Morley. 

BmprumUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  £Bm  11>.] 
OOPTBOU)  ERTBANCHISEUBHT  [sTAltf 

duty]. 

Cimiimi  in  Committae. 

(la  the  Connnittes,) 

SfobMd,  Thai  it  is  expedient  to  avthoiiie  ibe 
payment  of  a  Stamp  Duty  on  any  Copy  of  M«iw- 
randum  of  EDfrancbisement,  of  the  same  amount 
aa  if  it  were  a  Deed  of  Conveyance,  which  may 
become  payable  under  the  proviaionaofany  Art 
of  the  preaeoit  Sceaion  to  amend  tfae  CcpyboM 
Acts. 

BaacAution  to  ba  reported  upon  Momdmg  nest. 

COUFZKBATIOK  FOR  DAHAOBS  hUX. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Ohaders,  KU  to 

Eivvida  for  tiie  payment  of  Compenaatioii  for 
amage  dono  during  a  certain  Biot  in  the 
Metropolitan  District,  wierti  to  be  brooKht  in 
by  Mr.  Secretary  <9iiMeta  and  Mr.  Broafi* 
hurst.  ' 
BmrnMMHtuAn«ASi«to»tiid*f^ni^] 


{COUHONS) 


Digitized  by 


1486         LmaasMU  {ICaxos    1866}        AvmAtmt^iU.  14S0 


KABBUOBB  (XTjmDANCZ  OF  BIOISTKABS) 
SILL. 

On  Kotion  of  Sir  Bichard  Welwter,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  raBpecting  the  attendance  ot 
Hdgistara  at  Nonoonformist  Harriaf;;eB,  erdertd 
to  be  brouKhfe  in  by  Sir  Richard  Webitsr,  Sir 
Biofaard  Gnm,  Mr.  Stuart- Woitley,  and  Mr. 
BacpOlay. 

SiU.mw»«Nf^dmd  the  Arti  time.  [BiU  121.] 

House  a^nraed  at  a  qnarter  after 
One  o'eloDk  till  Simdaij'  neott. 


HOUSE  OF  L0BD8, 


Monday^  Ut  Marehf  1886. 


llINaTBS,]-PDitLic  BiUA—Ftnt  BtwIiiV' 

Drill  Grounda;*  (24). 
Second  Beadiftg  —  Lunacy  Aetl  Amaodment 

(12) :  Lunacy  (13). 
Afporf— EVeefawater  Fieheries  (Bde)  *  (2S). 

Several  Lords— Took  the  Oath. 

LUNACY  ACTS  AUBNDMENT  BILL. 
{Tht  Ltrd  dumocOtr,) 

(ho.  12.)     eXOOND  BBASIKO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

The  lord  CHANOELLOH  (Lord 
Hbbscihkll),  ia  moving  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time,  said,  that  he 
should  not  detain  their  Lordships  at  any 
great  length  on  this  occasion,  because 
the  measure  in  its  essential  features  was 
the  same  as  that  which  had  been  laid 
before  Uieir  Lordships  la^t  year  by  his 
noble  and  learned  Predecessor  in  Office 
(Lord  Halsbury).  Inasmuch  as  saoh 
alterations  which  had  been  made  in  the 
measare  of  last  year  and  which  appeared 
in  the  present  Bill  had  been  made  by 
his  PredeoeBsor,  he  oonld  claim  no  merit 
whatever  In  introduoiDg  this  measure 
except  that  of  having  taken  up  the  work 
which  had  been  done  by  that  noble  and 
learned  Lord.  It  was  impossible  to  ex- 
aggerate the  importanoe  of  the  subject 
with  which^  this  Bill  proposed  to  deal, 
and  few  would  deny  the  neoesaity  that 
existed  for  fresh  legislation  with  regard 
to  it,  because  the  conviction  was  increas- 
ing in  the  public  mind  year  by  year  that 
under  the  existing  law  it  wa9  fax  too 
easy  to  incarcerate  as  a  luoatio  any  of 
Her  H^etiiy'a  subjects  and  that  the 


safeguards  against  im|woper  inoarcea:a- 
tion  were  far  too  few.  And  when  they 
reflected  upon  the  wretched  condition  of 
those  who  were  improperly  iuoaroerated 
and  upon  their  terrible  sense  of  im- 
potenoe  to  contend  against  the  wrong 
that  was  being  done  ^at  must  .be  felti 
and  upon  the  misery  in  which  a  man 
must  live  who  being  in  possession  of  his 
senses  was  oondemned  to  dwell  among 
those  of  uneonnd  mlad,  they  would  fed 
that  no  efforts  should  be  epared  on  the 
part  of  the  Lsgielatuie  to  put  an  end  to 
a  law  under  which  such  a^te  of  things 
was  possible.  It  was  a  peculiar  satis- 
faction to  him  to  have  the  honour  of  in- 
troducing this  measure,  inasmuch  as  he 
had  been  a  Member  of  the  Select  C!om* 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Ccvrunons  upon 
whose  Beport  this  Bill  was  founded. 
Ever  since  he  had  sat  upon  that  Oom- 
mittee  he  had  never  ceased  to  take  a 
deep  interest  in  this  subject.  Under 
the  present  law  it  was  possible  for  an 
individual  totally  unconnected  with  the 
alleged  lunatic,  by  ties  of  blood  or  other- 
wise, with  the  assistance  of  two  medical 
men  to  prooore  &e  iaoaicoation  of  an 
individual  fw  an  indefinite  ^eru»d  under 
the  pretence  that  he  was  insane.  He 
must,  however,  say  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  this  power  had  been  very 
greatly  abused.  It  was  only  just  and 
right  thai  he  should  say  so,  and  it  was, 
in  the  highest  degree,  to  the  credit,  the 
honour,  and  the  intelligence  of  the  great 
Uedical  Profession  to  whom  such  large 
powen  had  been  intrusted,  and  it  was 
also  to  the  credit  of  the  -Coinmieaioners 
of  Lunacy,  who  had  the  contnd  and 
Bupedntradence  of  the  working  of  the 
Liuu^y  Acts,  that  the  abusee  had  not 
been  greater.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  the  aafc^ptarda 
against  improper  inoarceration  ware  not 
afi  that  could  be  desired.  It  was  there- 
fore proposed  by  this  measure  that  a 
judicial  investigation  should  be  as  a 
general  rule  an  essential  preliminary  to 
the  incarceration  of  any  individual  as  an 
alleged  lunatic.  It  was  provided  that 
an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  mind  of  the 
allegedlunatio  should  be  made  by  either 
a  County  Court  Judge,  a  Stipendiary 
Magistrate,  or  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
apeciaUy  chosen  by  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  for  the  duty.  It  was  not  in- 
tended that  this  investigation  should  be 
a  perfunctory  kind  of  thing,  and  there- 
£(»•  it  was  )i«tf«ciiHt4fld  ti>  all  Juatic^ 
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to  nndwtake  it.  The  deeire  had  been 
to  mark  the  importanoe  of  the  investiga- 
tioa.  Again,  it  was  to  be  provided  that 
the  inreitigatioa  should  only  take  plaoe 
upon  petition,  and  that  the  petition 
should  be  presented  hj  a  relative  o£  the 
alleged  lunatic,  or  if  by  any  other  per- 
son some  explanation  should  be  given 
by  him  as  to  the  reasons  which  led  him 
to  take  that  step.  The  judicial  inquiry 
was  made  a  condition  to  the  inoaroera- 
tion ;  and  every  precaution  had  been 
tak«a  to  make  that  inquiry  as  private  as 
possible  compatiblo  with  the  serious 
character  of  the  matter.  Provision  had 
also  been  made  for  dispensing  tem- 
porarily with  the  inquiry  in  cases  of  ex- 
treme urgency,  because  their  Ijordships 
were  aware  that  in  cases  of  urgency  it 
was  impossible  to  wait  for  an  inquiry, 
and  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the 
lunatic  himself  and  of  his  relatives  that 
he  should  be  placed  in  confinement 
without  delay,  because  in  many  cases 
the  only  cbanoe  of  cure  was  to  be  se- 
cured by  immediate  treatment  In  such 
cases  of  urgency  it  was  suggested  that 
^e  lunatic  might,  upon  the  certificate 
of  a  medical  man,  be  dett^ned  in  an 
allium  for  a  period  of  seven  days  with- 
out investigation.  It  was,  howdver, 
provided  that  where  a  person  was  so 
confined  without  a  preliminary  inquiry, 
an  investigation  into  his  state  of  mind 
should  be  held  within  seven  days 
of  his  being  so  incarcerated,  and 
that  in  the  event  of  no  petition  being 
presented  by  his  relatives  within  that 
period  the  alleged  lunatic  should  be  at 
once  discharged.  He  thought  that  this 
provisiott  would  effectually  guard  against 
the  power  of  immediate  incarceration  in 
urgent  cases  being  abused.  Provision 
was  also  made  for  a  fresh  investigation 
into  the  state  of  mind  of  each  individual 
lunatic  at  the  end  of  every  three  years, 
and  unless  Ihe  report  showed  that  further 
detention  was  necessary  the  person  de- 
tained should  be  released.  It  was  also 
propossd  that  all  letters  written  by  luna- 
tioe  to  officials  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Lunacy  Laws  were 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  superintendent 
of  the  asylum  to  the  persons  to  whom 
they  were  addressed  without  having 
them  opened.  It  was  obvious  that  the 
object  of  such  a  provision  was  to  enable 
every  person  under  incarceration  to  state 
his  grievances.  An  alteration  was  made 
with  iregud  to  the  law  ralatog  to  pauper 
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lunatics,  who  were  not  to  be  confined  as 
hitherto  upon  the  certificate  of  a  clergy- 
man or  overseer ;  and  it  was  also  pro- 
vided that  no  person  not  actually  a 
pauper  should  be  sent  to  a  pauper  luns- 
tic  asylum.  This  provision  had  been 
found  necessary  beeaase  it  had  been 
discovered  that  many  persons  not 
actually  paupers  had  been  sent  to  pauper 
lunatic  asylums.  These  were  the  mua 
safi^^ards  which  had  been  provided 
against  persons  being  improperly  incar- 
cerated as  limatics  in  the  first  instance. 
But  it  was  equally  necessary  that  pre- 
cautions should  be  taken  against  per- 
sons who  had  recovered  their  rMson 
being  detained  in  confinement.  Perhaps 
the  danger  was  greater  that  such  per- 
sons should  be  wrongly  detained  than 
that  they  should  be  impropei^jy  incar- 
cerated in  the  first  inetanoe.  He  could 
give  an  illustration  drawn  from  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  which  he  had  referred  as  ex- 
hibiting  what  he  meant.  It  was  that 
the  pubHo  officials  who  visited  thoea 
asylums  to  see  that  nobody  was  impro- 
perly detained  there  must  he  to  a  great 
extent  dependent  on  the  statementsmade 
to  them  by  the  medical  man  whose 
asylum  was  viated.  One  of  the  ap- 
pointed Yisitors  he  remembered  told  this 
story : — There  was  a  patient  confined  in 
an  asylum  whom  he  visited  on  several 
occasions,  and  as  far  as  possible  he  satis- 
fied himself  that  the  patient  was  com- 
pletely restored  to  sanity.  He  expressed 
that  opinion  more  than  once  to  the  j 
'keeper  of  the  asylum ;  bnt  he  replied— 
"Yes,  it  is  very  well  for  you  to  think 
BO,  as  you  only  see  him  on  your  visits ; 
bnt  if  you  heard  the  language  he  uses  i 
at  night  when  he  thinks  he  is  not  | 
watched  you  would  see  that  his  mania 
exists— a  homicidal  mania  with  relation 
to  his  wife."  What  was  the  Visitor  to  ' 
do  under  Uiose  circumstances  ?  He  did 
not  take  on  himself  the  responsibiiity  in 
the  face  of  such  a  etatemeirt  ctf  ordeiiiMC 
the  patient's  discharge.  What  would 
have  been  his  position  if  the  patient  had 
returned  home  and  had  made  an  attaolE 
on  his  wife's  lif^?  It  was  impossible 
for  him,  having  no  evidence,  to  prove 
that  the  statement  made  to  him  was  not 
true.  He,  however,  induced  the  friends 
of  the  patient  to  remove  him  to  another 
asylum,  and  he  asked  the  medio^  nuts 
of  that  asylum  to  have  him  watched  st 
night  withotirt  the  pstieiii  k&oviiig  i^  | 
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to  Bee  whetiier  his  language  and  bis 
mania  continued.  That  was  done ;  it 
waa  found  tiiat  no  such  langnajKe  was 
veedf  and  an  order  vas  made  for  the 
patienVs  discharge.  That,  aa  the  wit- 
ness told  the  Oommittee,  oconzred  some 
years  before,  and  the  result  was  highly 
satisfaotory.  That  would  serve  to  show 
how  impossible  it  was,  whatever  inspeo- 
tion  they  might  have,  to  avoid  relying 
to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  state- 
ments of  the  medical  man  whose  aa;lum 
it  was.  He  did  not  mean  to  su^i^sfc 
that  even  in  the  case  to  which  he  had 
alluded  it  necessarily  followed  that  the 
auperintendent  was  disposed  to  keep  the 
atient  in  con6nement  knowing  him  to 
e  sane.  He  mi^t  have  relied  on  the 
etatements  made  to  him  by  the  atten- 
dants who  had  the  oare  of  the  patient 
during  the  night.  The  truth  was  that, 
however  they  might  fence  mattore  round, 
they  could  not  be  without  those  dangers 
if  they  permitted  places  of  confinement 
to  exist  where  persons  had  an  interest 
in  detaining  the  patients  there.  He 
knew  it  was  said  that  they  bad  sufficient 
safeguard  in  the  faot  that  the  asylum 
from  which  patients  were  oftenest  dis- 
charged cured  would  obtain  the  best 
reputation,  and  patients  woidd  be  sent 
to  them.  In  regard  to  the  cure  of  cer- 
tain diseases,  that  would  no  doubt  prove 
true  in  the  long  run.  But  he  was  afraid 
there  were  many  oases  where  the  pos- 
aible  recurrence  of  an  attack  might  make 
people  not  always  eager  to  send  patients 
to  an  institution  where  they  would  most 
rapidly  recover ;  and  he  did  not  tiiink 
they  had  the  same  security  in  the  case 
of  lunacy  as  in  regard  to  othw  maladies. 
The  question  arose,  What  were  they  to 
do  in  respect  to  licensed  houses  ?  One 
proposal,  a  most  sweeping  one,  would, 
of  course,  be  to  put  an  end  to  them  at 
once ;  but  it  would,  he  thought,  be  im- 
possible and  unwise  to  adopt  it.  In  the 
first  plaoe,  they  would  be  cutting  up 
existing  asylums  with  which  the  public 
were  contented  without  providing  ade- 
quate sulratitutes,  and  the  public  mind 
would  hardly  be  prepared  for  such  a 
step.  He  knew  that  during  the  last  few 
jwn  there  was  not  the  same  prejudice 
in  the  public  mind  against  publicly 
managed  institntions  as  there  used  to 
be;  but  he  atiU  thought  the  public  were 
not  prepared  to  put  an  end  toall  private 
a^lums.  And,  then,  if  that  was  done, 
th^  wottld  bo  fine,  to  &ee  with  the 
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question  of  compensation.  He  did  not 
tiiinh  their  Lordships  would  be  pre- 
pared, though  it  might  be  for  the  public 
good,  to  put  an  end  at  once  by-  a  com- 
pulsory Act  to  undertakings  that  had 
been  carried  on  tor  many  years  for  the 
purpose  of  earning  a  livelihood  without 
compensation.  Then,  would  it  be  ex- 
pedient to  put  an  end  to  them  at  a  fixed 
date  ?  Again,  whatever  date  they  fixed, 
say  10  years,  which  some  thought 
desirable,  the  same  question  of  compen- 
sation would  arise,  because  they  would 
be  affecting  vested  interests.  Therefore 
the  Bill  provided  that  no  new  licence 
should  be  granted  to  any  person  to  keep 
a  licensed  house.  It  interfered  with  no 
existing  licence,  but  it  allowed  no  new 
person  to  obtain  a  licence ;  and  it  also 
allowed  no  increase  in  the  number  that 
could  be  kept  under  any  existing  licence. 
Therefore  they  would  have  a  gradual 
and  natural  cessation  of  licensed  houses, 
and  they  would  have  an  interval  of  time 
in  which  to  substitute  by  authority  the 
other  class  of  asylums  contemplated  by 
the  Bill.  He  was  happy  to  think  that 
proposal  had  substantiaily  the  approval 
of  that  very  high  authority  on  that  sub- 
ject, the  late  I^rd  Shaftesbury.  Those 
were  the  main  provisions  of  the  measure, 
and  if  they  were  passed  into  law  they 
would  provide  greater  safeguards  than 
those  which  now  existed,  both  against 
improper  detention  in  the  first  instance, 
and  abo  against  unduly-prolonged  de- 
tention in  asylums.  He  believed  that 
if  their  Lordships  carried  out  the  reforms 
suggested  by  that  Bill  they  would  have 
taken  a  considerable  step  towards  cor- 
reottng  abuses  which,  to  some  extent, 
existed  under  the  present  system,  and 
would  have  done  something  to  put  the 
law  on  that  most  delicate  and  difficult 
subject  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing 
than  it  was  at  prraent. 

Moved,  "ThattheBillbenowread2'." 

—{The  Lord  ChanesUor.) 

The  Earl  op  8ELB0RNE  observed, 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
"Woolsack  had  very  eleariy  explained  the 
provisions  of  a  Bill  that  was  substantially 
the  same  as  the  one  which  he  had  him- 
self the  honour  of  introducing  last  year, 
and  which  made  considerable  progress, 
but  was  evoitually  interrupted  by  politi- 
cal events  to  which  he  need  not  alhide. 
He  cordially  hoped  that  the  Bill  woidd 
not  only  pa«s  their  Lotdahips'  House 
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vithoni  any  material  alteration  of  ita 

main  prorisioiu,  but  would  be  eent  down 
to  the  House  of  Commoos  in  time  to 
hare  a  ob  anoe  of  being  passed  there  also. 
This  important  matter  had  long  waited 
for  legislation.  It  had  been  totj  carefully 
considered  both  by  a  Oommittee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  some  time  ago  and 
by  their  L(u:dship8  last  year,  and  also  by 
the  Lunacy  CommissioQers  and  by  the 
portion  of  the  general  public  who  had 
given  attention  to  it.  It  was  a  most  diffi- 
cult question  undoubtedly ;  but  he  said 
with  great  confidence  that  the  clausoa  of 
the  present  Bill  would  go  a  long  way  to 
do  that  which  was  possible — for,  of 
oourse,  there  was  much  that  was  not 
possible — for  the  correction  of  whatever 
abuses  did  exist  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, to  allay  the  reasonahle  ap^ehen- 
sions  of  the  public  mind,  and  to  do  that 
which  was  sufficient  to  protect  personal 
liberty,  while  at  the  same  time  securing 
that  Uie  necessary  care  was  taken  of  the 
unfortunate  class  of  persons  concerned. 
His  noble  and  learned  Friend  had  stated 
that  he  had  introduced  some  alterations 
into  the  Bill  of  last  year,  to  strengthen 
its  proTisions  in  regard  to  the  gnidual 
substitution  of  publio  for  private  asy- 
lums. He  himself  had  been  sensible  of 
the  importance  of  attaining  that  object 
by  gradual  and  prudent  means  as  soon 
as  it  could  be  done,  and,  therefore,  he 
was  Tery  far  indeed  from  being  unfa- 
vourably disposed  towards  those  alte- 
rations. If  he  himself  had  not  seen 
his  way  to  go  quite  so  far,  it  was  more, 
perhaps,  because  the  great  question  of 
compensation,  with  which  their  Lord- 
ships could  not  deal,  stood  in  the  way, 
than  from  a  want  of  desire  to  accomplish 
that  end.  He  would  only  express  his 
hope  that  their  Lordships  would  give  to 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  the  same 
kind  and  liberal  support  which  tiiey  had 
given  to  himself  last  year. 

Lord  COLEEIDGE  said,  that,  having 
considered  this  subject  with  great  care, 
there  were  three  points  to  which  he  de- 
sired to  call  the  attention  of  their  Ijord- 
^ps.  Two  of  those  points  were  noticed 
in  tiie  Bill ;  but  he  ventured  to  suggest 
to  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  that 
something  more  was  to  be  desired,  and 
the  other  pcont  did  not  appear  to  be 
noticed.  The  first  point  was  that  to 
which  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  had 
just  referred — namely,  the  extinction  by 
degrees  of  all  private  asylums.  He  had 
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been  of  t^hion  unoe  }ke  bad  gunedany 

experience  in  this  matter  that  h  wu 
impossible  to  effeot  a  real  and  satisfao- 
tory  change  in  the  Idioaoy  Law  as  loog 
as  it  remained  possible — human  nature 
being  what  it  was — for  those  persons 
who  kept  asylums  to  have  an  interest  in 
retaining  patients  who  were  placed  in 
their  chuge.  He  regretted  to  say  that, 
both  as  a  counsel  at  ti^e  Bar  and  since  he 
had  had  the  honoor  of  a  awt  on  the 
Bench,  he  had  seen  oases  in  which  it 
was  manifest  that  persons  perfectly  unfit 
to  be  detained  in  a  lunatic  asylum  had 
been  detained  by  the  interest  and  by  the 
representations,  certainly  coloured  by 
that  interest,  of  the  keepers  of  the  asy- 
lums where  the  patients  happened  to  be 
incarcerated.  He  had  stated  before,  and 
he  took  the  liberty  now^  of  repeating  the 
statement — which  was,  of  course,  not  of 
universal  application  by  any  means— 
that,  for  some  reason  or  othw,  to  be  the 
keeper  of  an  asylum  was  not  a  porsuit 
which  commended  itself  to  the  hi^est 
minds  in  the  Medical  ProCssaion.  He 
believed  the  greatest  men  among  the 
Medical  Profession  would  eonour  with 
him  in  saying  that,  as  a  rule,  the  beet 
men  among  them  did  not  take  to  this 
pursuit.  He  thought,  therefore,  no  one 
with  any  experience  at  all  could  doubt, 
regard  being  had  to  htunan  nature,  that 
to  give  a  medical  man  an  interest  in  re- 
taining a  patient  was  to  subjeet  his 
moral  nature  to  a  strain  which  few  could 
bear.  He  was  not  much  moved  by  the 
answers  to  evidence  of  miscwdui^  in 
this  respect.  They  all  hnew  that  in  the 
case  of  a  person  plaoed  in  any  of  those 
asylums  the  vwy  last  thing  which  snch 
a  person  would  do  was  to  mention  tJie 
fact  of  his  incarceration.  Although  the 
speedy  cure  of  the  patient  was  the  surest 
advertisement  to  the  skill  of  the  practi- 
tioner, and  to  impelling  other  persons  to 
seek  similar  relief,  yet  that  state  of 
things  did  not  apply  in  the  case  of 
lunatic  asylums,  because  people  who 
had  been  detained  in  private  lunatic 
asylums  forgot  the  fact  as  soon  as  they 
could,  concealed  it  as  long  aa  pesMble, 
and  mentioned  it  to  aa  few  persona  aa 
they  could.  The  fact  that  were  were 
speedy  cures  was  not  of  direct  personal 
adTantage  to  the  medical  man  who 
effected  them  as  it  was  in  tiie  ozdina^ 
ran  of  oases.  He  tnuted»  therelove^ 
that  so  far  as  Uiis  Bill  went  something 
would  be  done  to  prevent  the  mulUpljr 
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oatkm  oi  those  asylums.  When  it  vas 
sand  that  no  farnier  lioencM  were  to 
be  gnuited  to  these  houses,  he  honed 
it  was  intended  to  provide  l^iat  no  rar- 
ther  lieenoee  would  be  granted  to  auj 
fresh  persons,  becanse  it  was  obvious 
that  the  asylums  migbt  be  perpetuated 
in  other  hands.  In  reference  to  the 
second  point,  he  was  glad  to  see  that 
there  were  alterations  proposed  in  the 
Bill  regarding-  the  present  state  of  the 
law  as  to  the  examination  of  patients. 
He  remembered  a  case  in  which  the  late 
Lord  Ohanoellor  was  couosel,  and  he 
himself  jwas  the  Judge.  Undoubtedly 
the  person  who  had  been  the  subject  of 
the  inoaroeration  was  mad,  and  was 
most  properly  placed  in  confinement, 
and  yet,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  dealt  with  and  the  process 
need  towards  him  being  so  outrageous, 
it  was  with  the  greatest  diffloulty  that 
the  jury  were  persuaded  to  do  justice  in 
this  paiticnlar  case  from  indignation  at 
the  state  of  the  law.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, that  some  more  stringent  provisions 
than  even  those  of  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  might  with  advantage  be  intro- 
duced in  the  Bill.  Especially  was  this 
the  case  with  respect  to  the  examination 
of  the  lunatic  when  it  was  conducted  by 
the  magistrates.  It  should  always  be 
oonduoted  with  the  assistance  of  a  medi- 
cal man,  and  after  notice  to  the  lunatic 
himself  that  he  was  to  be  subject  to 
snob  an  examination,  in  order  that  he 
migiit  be  given  an  opportunity  of  taking 
part  in  the  proeeedings,  and  of  explain- 
ing, if  he  could  do  so,  the  oironmstances 
on  which  his  alleged  lunacy  was  founded. 
He  had  known  of  oases  where  persons 
had  been  examined  without  the  slightest 
idea  on  their  part  that  they  were  oeing 
examined,  and  without  the  slightest  ex- 
pectation on  their  part  that  their  im- 
prisonment in  an  asylum  was  pending. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  when  the 
Bill  was  discussed  in  Oommittee  it  might 
be  amended  in  some  respects  in  this 
direction.  So  far  as  he  could  see,  an- 
other useful  provision  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Bill.  According  to  the 
present  state  of  the  law,  the  person  who 
pnt  the  law  in  force  against  a  lunatic, 
Aowever  hondMe  he  might  act,  was  not 
protected.  Ble  could  n(^  help  thinking 
that  thifl  state  of  tiie  law,  in  many  in- 
stonoes,  caused  great  hardship,  the  per- 
flos  so  aeting,  if  it  was  found  that  he 
was  mistttken>  bong  oftontImM  saljeot 


to  actions  for  heavy  damages.  He  sub- 
mitted to  their  Lordships  that  some 
pronsion  protecting  the  person  who 
acted  in  a  hwd  fidt  manner  should  be 
inserted  in  the  measure. 

The  Eakl  of  MILLT0WT7  said, 
he  must  express  his  satisfaction  at  hear- 
ing the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  speak  so  strongly  against 
licensed  private  asylums.  He  would 
have  heard  with  greater  pleasure  the 
statement  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  seen  his  way  to  at  once  sup- 
press those  institutions.  He  was  willing 
to  admit  that  the  reasons  adduced  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  for  adopting  a 
moderate  course  were  strong,  although 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  financial  diffi- 
cult might  be  met  by  issaing  bonds  or 
by  some  analogous  measure.  If  licensed 
houses  were  to  be  continued,  those  who 
kept  them  ought  to  be  proper  and  quali- 
fied persons.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  most 
improper  persons  were  allowed  to  keep 
them.  Some  were  kept  by  discharged 
coachmen  and  persons  of  that  class,  who 
had  no  medical  knowledge  whatever. 
Many  houses  were  kept  purely  in  the 
way  of  business  speculation,  and  that  in 
itself  was  very  undesirable.  Many  com- 
plaints were  made  that  friends  and  soli- 
citors could  not  obtain  access  to  patients. 
There  might  be  good  reasons  why  a 
patient  should  not  be  allowed  to  see  the 
order  for  his  incarceration,  but  it  ought 
not  to  be  impossible,  as  it  was  onen 
found  to  be,  for  friends  to  see  the  order, 
so  that  they  might  know  the  grounds  on 
which  it  had  been  made.  Brutality  was 
often  practised,  and  yet  neither  the 
police  nor  the  public  could  do  anything, 
as  the  order  of  incarceration  was  an  an- 
swer to  all  interference.  It  ought  to  be 
compulsory  on  the  OommisHioners  to  see 
a  patient  within  a  month  of  his  com- 
mittal. Thirty  per  cent  of  the  acute 
oases  were  either  cured  or  proved  fatal 
within  three  months ;  and  if  a  patient 
might  be  left  three  months  without  a 
visit,  it  was  obvious  that  man^  patients 
might  die  without  ever  havmg  been 
seen  by  a  Commissioner.  A  penalty  for 
malfeasance  ought  to  be  recoverable 
either  by  the  patient  on  his  discharge,  or 
by  his  friends.  In  this  respect  the  Bill 
lent  far  too  much  to  the  Oommissioners. 
There  wefe  too  few  Commissioners  for 
the  work  to  be  done.  When  six  were 
appointed  the  number  of  lunatics  was 
one-fourth  ot  vhftt  it  was  now,  and 
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ihe  expenditore  was  £300,000  oom- 
pared  with  £2,000,000  sow.  If  then 
were  not  too  many  then  there  mutt  be 
too  few  now.  The  housea  in  Uie  Metro- 
polis were  directly  under  their  care; 
and  these  were  BUf^sed  to  receive  four 
visits  a-year.  The  Ooouniasioners  had 
to  pay  their  visits  in  couples,  a  medical 
and  a  legal  Oommisaioner  going  toge* 
tiier ;  and  it  was  obviously  impossible 
that  three  couples  of  CoramiBsionera 
oonld  do  th«r  duty  by  8,000  patients  in 
the  Metropolitan  district  and  70,000 
more  outside  that  district.  There  were 
other  points  and  deficiencies  whic^ 
would  call  for  consideration  in  Gom- 
mittee. 

Eabl  BEAUOHAMF  said,  that  the 
clauses  which  gave  the  Secretary  of 
State  ^wer  on  the  report  of  the  Limaoy 
Commissioners  to  require  the  Local 
Autlu»itie8  to  provide  acocnnmodatiou  for 
lunatics  in  the  public  asylums  where 
tiuit  aoconunodation  was  stated  to  be 
neoMsary  required  careful  attention  on 
the  part  of  thair  Lordi^ps.  He  was  not 
aware  that  there  had  been  any  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  the  Local  Authorities  in 
providing  the  neoeesary  aocommodati<»i, 
or  in  fulfilling  the  obligations  laid  on 
them  by  the  law,  and  it  was  not,  in  his 
opinion,  desirable  to  override  their  juris- 
diction. He  should  object  very  much 
to  the  Seoretary  of  State  or  the  Oommis- 
sioners  being  empowered  to  place  heavy 
burdens  upon  the  rat^ayers  in  this 
matter. 

LoBB  BBA.MWELL  remarked,  that 
there  were  many  minute  regulations  in 
the  Bill  now  before  their  Lordshipa  aod 
in  the  Bill  which  would  follow  it.  He 
did  not  say  that  they  were  not  necessary ; 
but  he  recommended  that  they  should 
be  expressed,  if  possible,  in  the  form  of 
rules  under  some  authoriljy,  so  that  if  any 
alteration  was  required  in  them  it  could 
be  carried  out  with  making  application 
to  Parliament.  Another  matter — the 
law  as  it  would  stand  under  the  next  Bill 
cm  the  Paper— the  Lunacy  Bill — would 
enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  remove 
an^  person  certified  to  be  a  lunatic  from 
prison.  The  eonsequenoe  would  be  that 
although  a  lunatic  might  be  committed 
for  trial  he  could  not  be  tried,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  he  might  be  per- 
fectly innocent  of  the  offence  charged 
against  him.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
might  be  guilty,  although  a  lunatie.  The 
Secretary  of  State  was  not  bound  to 

Tht  Earl  of  MiUhwn 


remove  a  lunatic  in  a  case  where  a 
certificate  of  lunacy  had  been  given  for 
imprisonment.  The  Statute  said  that  he 
might  order  tte  removal.  In  his  opi- 
nion, the  Secretary  of  State  ou^t  not 
to  have  the  power,  except  when  a  pet- 
eon  was  in  Bud>  a  eondition  that  he  was 
not  only  a  lunMic,  but  also  onfit  to 
I^eftd. 

LoBD  EGSBTON  said»  he  wished  t» 
make  some  remarks  on  the  dauees 
relating  to  idiots  and  imbaoilea.  He 
thought  that  the  clauses  on  that  sub- 
ject would  effect  a  very  great  improve- 
ment upon  the  existing  law,  but  ang- 
gested  thai  it  would  be  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  idiots  and  imbecile  peraons, 
and  also  to  their  relatives,  if  the  Lord 
Ohancellor  would  take  out  of  the  Bill 
the  clauses  relating  to  those  classes  and 
embody  them  in  a  separate  measure. 
Many  children  who  were  confined  in 
idiot  asylums  were  now  educated  and 
reclaimed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be 
able  to  follow  some  trade,  and  no  longw 
be  a  burden  on  their  iiuniliea,  ana  it 
placed  a  certain  stigma  ap<m,  them  to 
olasB  them  with  lunatics  under  thai 
BiU. 

LoBD  E8HEB  said,  he  had  heard  ^ 
term  "  incarceration"  used  in  opnneotion 
with  this  subject.  It  was  a  word  whidi 
seemed  to  suggest  an  idea  of  offenoe  or 
disgrace.  It  seemed  to  him  that  auoh  a 
term  depended  upon  an  error  which 
might  give  colour  to  a  Bill  of  tHi<> 
kind  which  it  ought  not  to  have.  It 
would  be  a  good  thing  when  everybody 
was  of  opinion  that  a  disease  of  the 
mind  was  no  disgrace  to  the  person  who 
waa  suffering  or  to  any  person  belong- 
ing to  him.  Next,  it  was  not  every  per- 
son of  diseased  mind  who  ought  to  be 

Slaoed  under  control.  If  there  waa 
isease  which  did  not  affect  the  safety 
of  the  person  diseased  phyaically  or  as 
to  his  property,  or  the  safety  of  others 
he  ought  not  to  be  placed  nvAxx  ro- 
atraint.  In  the  Bill  itself  there  was  no 
definition  of  the  person  who  ouglU  to 
be  put  under  control,  althou^  t^ 
form  of  the  medical  certificate  showed 
that  the  medical  practitioner  must  eor* 
tify  more  than  mere  disease  of  mind. 
It  was  said  in  the  Bill  that  it  was  a 
person  who  was  a  lunatic.  But  that 
was  not  a  definition,  for  people  might 
have  veiy  different  opiniwis  as  to  who 
might  be  a  lunatic,  or  to  what  ozteBt 
in  particular  oas^s  the  diaeaae  mi^ht 
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go.  It  was  not,  as  he  had  said,  every- 
one who  had  a  diseased  mind  or 
might  be  a  lunatic  in  one  sense  who 
was  a  proper  person  to  be  taken  in 
charge  and  pat  under  restraint,  and  it 
would  be  for  the  general  safety  that 
that  view  should  be  expressed  in  the 
Bill.  Then  there  were  other  precautions 
which  should  be  taken.  A  magistrate 
not  possessed  oi  sufficient  weight  or  ex- 
perience placed  himself  too  much  under 
the  influence  of  the  medical  men ;  and 
it  was  somewhat  dangerous  that  any 
medical  man,  howerer  young  or  inex- 
perienced, should  be  allowed  to  sign  a 
certificate.  Then  they  must  deal  with 
the  case  of  a  person  not  only  before  but 
after  he  had  been  plaoed  under  oontrol. 
It  was  too  much  to  say  that  after  a 
person  had  been  put  under  restraint 
there  need  be  no  fresh  inquiry  for  three 
years.  Inquiiy  should  be  muoh  more 
firequent.  Lastiy,  it  was  evident,  in  view 
of  recent  litigation,  that  unless  they  pro- 
vided very  strong  safeguards  for  the 
protection  of  relatives  or  friends,  who 
might  have  taken  the  original  steps,  and 
also  for  the  protection  of  the  medical 
men,  who  might  hare  acted  in  the 
matter,  both  one  and  the  other  might  be 
placed  in  a  very  unsafe  position,  al- 
though they  acted  in  perfect  good  faith. 
There  ought  to  be  protection  for  them 
in  such  case. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said,  that  the 
most  important  and  striking  amendment 

firopoeed  in  the  Bill  of  his  noble  and 
earned  Friend  was  that  which  provided 
for  the  gradual  extinction  of  private 
asylums.  He  had  not  heard  from  noble 
Lords  in  any  part  of  the  House  any 
objection  to  that  proposal,  and  he 
thought  it  was  a  wise  one.  It  would 
not,  m  his  opinion,  be  fair  to  the  many 
honourable  men  engaged  in  that  branch 
of  tiie  U edical  Promsion  to  introduce  a 
drastic  provision  for  the  sudden  extinc- 
tion of  ^eir  establishments.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  by 
which  provision  was  made  for  the  care 
and  retention  of  wealthy  or  solvent 
hinatios  would  require  careM  examina- 
tion by  their  Lordships.  The  machinery 
by  whioh  the  ratepayers  were  to  be 
foreed  to  provide  houses  for  the  recep* 
tion  of  those  now  confined  in  private 
asylums,  who  were  admittedly  able  to 
pay  for  themselves,  would  also  need  to 
P9  vory  closely  regarded.   He  did  not 


agree  with  Lord  Ooleridge's  suggestion 
that  when  lunatics  were  about  to  bo 
examined  by  doctors,  they  should  be 
warned  of  the  pa^se  for  whioh  the 
examination  was  required.  He  folly 
agreed  as  to  the  neoessity  and  jostioe 
of  treating  lunatics  with  eveiy  oonu- 
deration  and  fair  play ;  but  he  did  not 
think  that  object  would  be  achieved 
in  a  satisfactory  way  by  putting  the 
lunatic  on  his  guard,  by  providing  that, 
when  examined  by  a  medical  man,  he 
should  be  cautioned  aa  to  the  purpose  for 
which  he  was  being  examined ;  because 
everyone  with  the  most  superficial  know- 
ledge of  lunacy  was  well  aware  of  the 
cunning,  which  was  so  great  and  so  far- 
reaching,  in  all  persons  thus  afflicted  that 
if,  in  all  cases,  an  intimation  was  given 
of  the  object  of  the  inquiry,  the  exami- 
nation would  be  almost  worthless.  He 
xwuded  the  Bill,  on  the  wKt^e,  as  a  great 
acmmee  on  the  existing  state  of  the  law, 
and  trusted  that  it  would  soon  pass 
into  law.  He  would  also  snggest  that 
some  parts  of  the  Bill  should  be  ap- 
plied to  Ireland  as  well  as  England, 
for  he  did  not  believe  in  separate  legis- 
lation where  the  objects  to  be  legislated 
for  were  identical. 

LoED  CLIFFORD  ov  OHTJDLEIGH 
asked  whether  it  was  not  desirable  to 
make  some  provision  for  paying  patients 
when  the  present  system  of  private  asy- 
lums should  be  done  away  with  ?  He 
could  see  no  reason  why  the-  cost  of 
founding  and  maintaining  asylums  for 
thme  not  of  the  pauper  class  should  be 
thrown  upon  the  counties.  He  believed 
that  it  would  mndtt  more  conduce  to  a 
proper  treatment  of  lunatio  patients  if 
the  numerooB  a^lams  which  would 
spring  up  andor  tus  Bill  should  be  so 
systematised  that  the  different  classes 
of  mental  diseases  might  be  kept  dis- 
tinct. To  treat  certfun  cases  properly 
separate  asylums  were  indispensable; 
and  children  of  tender  years  should  not 
be  confined  with  full-grown  persons. 
This  question  would  require  serious  con- 
sideration in  Committee. 

Thb  lord  CHANCELLOR  said, 
that  he  was  muoh  indebted  to  their 
Lordships,  not  only  for  the  manner  in 
whioh  the  Bill  had  been  received,  but 
for  the  valuable  suggestions  that  had 
been  made.  With  regard  to  the  remarks 
of  the  noble  Lord  who  had  last  spoken, 
he  might  say  that  he  antimpatea  that 
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the  nltiffiftie  result  of  the  Bill  would  be 
a  saving  instead  of  an  additional  burden 
to  the  ratepayers.  At  present  the  coun- 
try sustained  a  substantial  loss  because 
there  vere  many  patients  in  county 
asylums  just  above  the  pauper  class  who 
could  not  afford  the  expense  of  private 
asylums.  Many  persons  now  confined 
at  the  public  expense  would  have  a 
certain  sum  provided  by  their  friends 
for  their  maintenance  in  the  new  asy- 
lums, so  as  to  give  them  additional 
comforts  and  remove  them  ^m  the 
pauper  class.  He  agreed  with  the  ob- 
servation of  a  noble  and  learned  Lord 
tiiat  great  mischief  would  be  done  if  un- 
necessary difficulties  were  put  in  the 
way  of  placing  lunatics  under  control. 
Owing  to  recent  litigation,  the  fear  of 
having  actions  brought  against  them 
deterred  many  people  from  taking  steps 
to  have  their  relatives  confined,  even 
where  it  waa  highly  desirable  for  the 
latter's  own  sake  that  th^  should  be 
placed  under  control.  The  consequence 
was  that  many  of  these  persons  re- 
mained at  large  until  they  came  into 
collision  with  the  police.  That  was  very 
undesirable  ;  and  it  was  of  importance  . 
that  unnecessary  obstacles  should  not  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  placing  undoubted 
lunatics  under  restraint.  With  regard 
to  the  observations  of  the  noble  Earl  on 
the  Front  Benches  in  reference  to  the 
fresh  inquiry  into  the  state  of  mind  of 
incarcerated  lunatics  everytfaree  months, 
he  admitted  that  in  the  case  of  lunatics 
who  had  been  confined  in  public  asy- 
lums for  long  periods  such  inquiries 
might  be  regarded  as  being  too  fre- 
quent and  he  thooght  that  it  might  be 
as  veil  to  amend  the  Bill  in  Oommittee 
by  providing  for  more  frequent  inquiries 
being  had  during  the  earlier  years  of 
incarceration  and  less  frequent  as  time 
went  on.  In  conclusion,  he  might  say 
that  he  was  not  irrevocably  wedded  to 
any  particular  provisions  in  the  Bill, 
and  that  he  was  ready  to  give  his  best 
consideration  to  any  proposals  which 
would  make  the  measare  more  valuable, 
and  would  conduce  to  the  general  wel- 
fare of  their  nnfortnuate  fellow-crea- 
tures. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  eommitUd  to  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  the  Ibtk 

Thf  lord  ChanaUor 


LUKACT  BILL.— (No.  13.) 
{Th»  lord  CUncellor.) 
SECOND  BZADINa. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  lord  CHANOELLOB  (Lord 
Hbksohxll),  in  moving  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  seoond  time,  said,  that  he 
need  not  trouble  their  Lordships  further 
than  to  state  that  this  was  a  mere  mea- 
sure of  codification.  As  it  was  extremely 
desirable  that  all  the  provisions  relating 
to  lunatics  should  be  embodied  in  ODe 
Act,  he  intended  to  propose  that  the 
Oommittee  stage  of  this  Bill  should  be 
delayed  until  after  the  Bill  whidi  their 
Lordships  had  just  read  a  second  time 
should  nave  passed  that  House,  so  that 
the  provisions  of  that  measure  idionldbe 
incorporated  in  the  present  consolidation 
measure. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2."' 
—{T/ie  Lord  Chancellor.) 

In  answer  to  the  Earl  of  Milltowv, 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOB  said, 
that  the  Oommittee  stage  of  the  pre- 
vious Bill  would  be  fixed  for  that  da; 
fortnight. 

Motion  egmd  io  ;  Bill  read  3^  aooord- 

ingly. 

BBILL  OBOUCmS  BILL  [H-L.] 

A  Bill  for  extending,  with  amendmenta,  to 
grounds  for  drill  and  other  militaj^  poipowi. 
uie  eoacbuaiitB  relating  to  the  aajuimtion  tai 
r^ulation  of  rifle  ranges— Was  prttenUd  ij 
The  Lord  Sandhurst ;  read  1\  (So.  24.) 

Hoose  adjonmed  at  qoaiter  past  Six  o'clock,  till 
To-morzow,  a  quarter  put 
Ten  o'eloA. 


HOUSE  OF  OOHHONS. 
Monday,  Ut  Meroh,  1886. 


HINUTES.1  — Nbw  Hbmbxbb  Swobh  — Sir 
Edward  Jamea  Reed,  K.C.B.,  fir  Oaidiff 
Borough  ;  Patrick  O'Brien,  eaqoire^  fif 
Monaghan  County  (Nonhem  Dirinon]; 
OotBTias  Yanghan  Ibogan,  esqaiMk  fir  Brt* 
tetaoa. 

Qvmr--Miimi$r»i  »i  OmmittM  Crvn.  Baa* 
vicB  EsTiMAna ;  Ousa  V.— Fobbiw  un 
CoLOKiAL  Saanou,  Votea  1  ft  6;  Ant 
(SvnxBiamAXf  |StniM.ns,  1686-$). 
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FaiTATB  Box  {by  Order)  —  Steond  JUading  — 
Billhead  and  Kdvin^de  (Annexatioii  to 
Glaigov)  * 

PcBtic  Bills— XMfftf—UUta  Canal  and  Tyrone 

NavipitioD,  debate  a^'oumed. 
BetoHd  R»»ditig  —  Olebe  Loans  (Izeland)  Acts 

Continuance   [107];  Land  GommiB- 

sioners*  Names*  [113]. 
Steond  Reading  ~Se/erred  lo  Select  Oommittet — 

Hyde  Park  Gamer  (Mew  Streets)  [103]. 
StUct  OMiMiCfw— SIk^  Honrs  B^iUatioa  •  [56], 

nwauOed. 

GfMtnit/ee— Sorting  Lands  Katiog  (Scotland)  * 
I86j— B.P. 

OMtm'ttM  —  HtpOfi  —  Third  Utadittff  —  Land 
Kegtstry  191],  and  pasted. 

PRIVATE  SmiNESS. 

LAUBETH  WATBB  BILL. 
SECOND  READIKG. 

Order  for  Seoond  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Sir  Charles  Forster.) 

Mb.  THOEOLD  EOGERS:  I  have 
placed  upon  the  Paper  a  Notice  not  of 
objection  to  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  bnt  of  m;  intention,  after  it  has 
been  read  a  second  time,  to  more  that  it 
be  referrod  to  a  Hybrid  Oommittee,  to- 
stftiierwiih  an  enlargement  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  in  regard  to  Petitions  against 
Private  Bills.  I  wish  to  explain  to  the 
House  my  motives  for  having  placed  this 
Motion  upon  the  Notice  Paper. 

Mb.  SPEAKEK:  I  under&Und  the 
hOB.  Gentleman  to  say  Uiat  he  does  not 
object  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mn.  THOEOLD EOQERS  :  No,  Sir; 
I  do  not  object  to  the  seooad  reading. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Then  before  the 
hon.  Gentleman  makes  his  Motion  it 
will  be  necessary  that  the  Bill  should 
be  read  a  second  time. 

3^tion  afiTMd  to. 

Bill  read  a  seoood  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  committed."— (Str 
Chmrln  FonUr.) 

Hn.  THOBOLD  SOGERS :  I  beg  to 
move — 

"  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, Five  to  be  nominated  by  the  HoiiBe,and 
Four  bj^  the  Committee  of  Selection ;  —That  all 
Bstitiomi  agaiaat  the  Bill,  pnaented  not  later 
than  ^  days  befota  the  mfletin^  of  tiie  Com- 
mittee, be  rdamd  to  the  Oommtttee;  asd  tiist 
■iidii  of  the  Petitioners  as  pray  to  be  heard  by 

VOL.  coon.    LtHIBD  8EEIE8.] 
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themselves,  their  Ooansel,  Agfmtg,  or  'Witnesses, 

be  heard  upon  their  Petitione,  if  they  think  fit,  ■ 
and  Coaneel  heard  in  favour  of  the  BiU  ag^nst 
saoh  Petitions." 

I  propose  to  move  a  similar  Resolution 
in  the  case  of  the  East  London  Water 
Bill,  and  of  the  SouUiwark  and  Vaux- 
hall  Water  Bill,  which  are  down  on  &e 
list  of  Private  Bills  for  consideration  on. 
the  present  occasion.  Hy  object  is  to 
secure  that  they  shall  be  referred  to  a 
Hybrid  Oommittee  in  the  form  indicated 
in  my  Motion.  My  principal  motive  for 
taking  this  step  is  the  fact  that  these 
three  Water  BiUs  together  contemplate 
the  raising  of  perpetual  Debenture  Stock 
at  4  percent  of  no  less  than  £700,000. 
Now,  it  is  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
House  that  the  Water  Companies  will, 
some  time  or  other,  in  accordance  with 
the  view  which  the  House  has  over  and 
over  again  expressed,  be  taken  over  by 
some  constituted  authority  within  the 
Metropolis — either  a  new  municipal 
organization,  or  some  one  o{  the  exiehng 
organizations  which  deal  with  theraising 
and  spending  of  money  in  the  Metro- 
polis. It  is  perfectly  well  known  tiiat 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  on 
the  security  of  the  rates,  is  able  to  raise 
the  funds  that  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  their  undertake 
ings  at  the  same  price  that  Qovernment 
are  able  to  raise  money  on  OonsoHdated 
Annuities.  And  I  conclude  that  if  we 
consent,  without  any  restraint,  to  grant 
to  these  Water  Companies — and  I  wish 
the  House  to  observe  that  these  three 
Water  Companies  supply  one-half  of 
Loudon — the  power  of  raising  no  less 
than  £700,000  in  this  way— in  the  case 
of  the  conversion  of  this  Debenture  Stock 
into  Metropolitan  Stock  or  Consols  the 
ratepayers  wouldbe  mulcted  to  theextent 
of  £175,000— that  is  to  s«r,  that  the 
value  of  this,  Debenture  Stock,  when 
turned  into  a  perpetual  4  per  oent,  will 
be  equivalent  to  what  would  certainly 
in  the  market  fetch  £125  for  every  £100 
Stock.  Then  I  think  that,  imder  these 
circumstances,  the  House  of  Commons 
ought  to  resist  an  attempt  of  this  kind 
to  create  a  very  large  debt  in  the  way 
of  raising  money  by  Debenture  Stock 
upon  such  terms  as  these  by  the  Water 
Companies.  I  certainly  do  not  think, 
and  I  b^eve  it  will  be  the  general  feel- 
ing of  the  House,  that  the  Water  Com- 
panies of  the  Metropolis  deserve  any 
great  amount  of  conrideration  at  our 
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hands.  luoderetand-that  the  three  Water 
Oompauies  in  regard  to  whose  Bills  my 
Motion  is  directtid  have  issued  a  paper 
to-day  imputing  to  me  certain  improper 
motives  in  bringing  forward  this  pro- 
position. Now,  I  have  no  motive  what- 
ever, except  that  of  a  consideration  for 
the  ratepayers  of  Londoo,  wliose  in- 
terests cannot  bo  looked  after  except  by 
the  Me^politan  Members,  as  they  have 
no  realMunicipal  Institution  upon  which 
they  can  fall  back.  Itieuponthatground 
that  I  deem  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
Metropolitan  Member  to  deal  with  every 
measure  which  may  appear  to  involve 
the  welfare  of  the  Metropolis,  especially 
where  there  is  a  total  absence  of  in- 
formation as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
provisions  of  a  Private  Bill  may  affect 
the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  they  re- 
present. I  may  add  that  in  making  this 
Motion  I  have  the  support  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  senior  Member  for  the  City 
of  London  (Sir  Robert  Fowler).  The 
City  of  London  have  determined  to  ap- 
pear by  counsel  against  this  Bill,  with 
a  view  of  preventing  a  large  and  un- 
necessary expenditure  from  falling  here- 
atier  upon  the  ratepayers  of  the  Metro- 
polis. I  have  also  had  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  late  Home  Seoretary  (Sir  K. 
Asaheton  Gross),  who  is  well  known  to 
take  a  great  interest  in  these  matters, 
and  I  believe  I  am  fairly  entitled  to 
Bsy  lhat  I  have  his  sympathy  and 
goodwill  in  the  Motion  I  now  malce.  I 
hope  that  in  the  interests  of  good  go- 
vernment in  London,  and  the  preven- 
tion of  an  extravagant  outlay  of  the 
public  money  at  a  large  loss  to  the  mass 
of  the  ratepayers,  the  House  will  agree 
to  my  proposal,  which  is  simply  to  refer 
all  these  Bills  to  a  Hybrid  Committee 
under  conditions  which  will  secure  the 
representation  of  every  interest  con- 
cerned. If  this  is  done  the  expense  to 
the  ratepayers  of  the  Metropolis  will  be 
greatly  diminished,  because  they  will 
have  to  appear  before  one  Committee 
only,  instead  of  having  to  instruct  coun- 
sel to  appear  against  three  Bills  which 
may  be  heard  by  three  separate  Com- 
mittees. My  Motion  will  give  the  parties 
who  are  interested  in  opposing  the  pro- 
visions of  these  Bills  an  opportunity  of 
being  fairly  heard  on  the  matter  ;  and 
there  will  undoubtedly  be  sufiBcient  in  the 
way  of  instruction  to  the  Committee  to 
inouce  them  to  devote  their  attention  to 
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this  bruioh  of  water  finance,  with  a  view 
of  making  it  as  little  onerous  to  the  rate- 
payers as  possible.  I  beg  to  move  that 
this  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee in  the  terms  of  the  Motion  which  I 
have  placed  upon  the  Paper. 

Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON:  I  beg  to 
second  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Southwark  (Mr.  Thorold  Itogers). 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words, 
"to  a  Select  ConHuittee,  to  comiBt  ol  Nim 
Hemben,  Five  to  be  aonxnated  by  the  Hoon, 
and  Fonr  by  the  Committee  of  oelectitni."— 

{Mr,  Thorold  Rogtrt.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be' there  added." 

Mr.  AKERS-BOUOLAS:  I  trust  the 
House  will  allow  me  to  say  a  word  upon 
this  Motion  in  favour  of  the  Bill  which 
is  now  undor  consideration.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Thorold  Rogers)  has  said 
that  certain  motives  have  been  attributed 
to  him  in  papers  alleged  to  have  been 
put  forth  by  the  Water  Companies — 1 
think  he  said  to-day.  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  have  not  seen  those  papers, 
nor  shall  I,  or  the  Company  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  attribute 
any  personal  motives  to  the  hon.Membw 
on  this  occasion.  The  object  of  this  par- 
ticular Bill— the  Lambeth  Water  Bill- 
is  to  raise  tiie  sum  of  150,000  by  means 
of  Debenture  Stock  at  4  per  cent,  and  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  an  ever- 
increasing  district.  The  district  sup- 
plied by  the  JLambeth  Water  Company 
IS  increasing  at  the  rate  of  something 
like  4,000  houses  every  year;  and  the 
Company  ask  to  be  allowed  to  supply 
this  increasing  district  with  an  increaaed 
water  supply.  In  the  year  1883  the 
Company  applied  to  the  House  t<x 
power  to  raise  a  capital  sum  of 
£375,000.  Of  that  sum  only  £75,000 
were  granted  b^  the  Committee,  pre- 
sided over,  I  believe,  by  the  right  oon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  senior  Mem- 
ber for  the  University  of  Dublin  [Mr. 
Flunket).  Looking  at  the  Report  of 
that  Committee,  I  find  it  is  stated  that 
the  I^amble  of  the  Bill  was  proved; 
but  that,  having  regard  to  the  Bepoxt 
of  the  Committee  on  the  London  Water 
Supply  in  1880,  they  were  not  willing 
to  grant  powers  beyond  what  were  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  meet  the  actual 
demands  of  the  public  which  might  in- 
terfere with  future  legislation.  The 
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amoant  of  capital  authorized  to  be 
raised  under  tue  Bill  was,  therefore, 
limited  to  £75,000.  What  we  ask  for 
now  is  simply  the  means  of  living  from 
band  to  mouth,  and  in  order  that  we  may 
be  enabled  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
requirements  of  this  erer-increasiug  de- 
mand. At  that  time,  when  the  power 
to  raise  an  additional  capital  of  £75,000 
was  granted  by  the  Committee  to  the 
Company,  there  was  a  sum  of  £90,000 
in  hand,  and  the  annual  expenditure  on 
capital  works  amounted  to  something 
like  £50,000  a-year.  More  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  amount  granted  in  1883, 
besides  the  £90,000  in  hand,  have  been 
expended,  in  order  to  meet  these  re- 
quirements ;  and  I  do  not  think,  there- 
fore^  that  tho  Lambeth  Water  Com- 
pany are  asking  for  very  much  in 
the  very  modest  amount  of  increased 
capital  they  have  inserted  in  the  Bill. 
If  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Southwark  is  carried  the  Company  will 
be  put  to  a  greatly  increiued  expense  ; 
ana  they  wiU  be  obliged  to  admit,  as 
Petitioners  against  the  Bill,  persons 
whose  claims  have  not  been  passed  by 
the  proper  authorities  of  this  House. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Southwark  (Mr. 
Thorold  Eogers)  alluded  to  the  fact  that 
the  Oorporation  of  the  City  of  London 
intend  to  present  a  Petition  against  the 
Bill,  Well,  Sir,  if  the  authorities  of 
the  City  of  London  represented  here  by 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  senior  Member  for 
the  City  (Sir  Bobert  Fowler)  intend  to 
petition  against  the  Bill,  I  would  ask 
why  they  did  not  petition  against  it  in 
the  ordinary  way,  and  allow  their  Peti- 
tion to  go  before  the  Court  oSloeui  stand t  ? 
I  really  dd  not  see  the  idighteet  reaaon 
vby  this  Bill  should  not  be  treated  in 
the  ordinary  way.  If  it  is  sent,  in  the 
usual  manner,  before  a  Select  Commit- 
tee upstairs,  the  public  interests  will  be 
duly  guarded  by  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works,  who  have  already  petitioned 
against  the  Bill,  and  whose  Petition  has 
been  passed  by  the  authorities  of  the 
Court  of  locut  itandi.  Then,  I  trust, 
without  taking  up  further  ttmo,  that  the 
House  will  not  agree  to  the  Motion  of 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Southwark  (Mr. 
Thorold  Bogers).  I  take  it  that,  if 
there  is  any  real  objection  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  the  proper  course  would 
hare  been  to  oppose  the  second  reading 
of  it,  and  that  it  is  not  desirable  now  to 
depart  from  the  ordinaxy  oouree  of  re- 


1,18861  Water  Sill,  1510 

f  erring  a  Private  Bill  which  has  been 
read  a  second  time  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  T.  H.  BOLTON:  The  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  addressed  tho 
House  tells  us  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  oC  Works  to  take 
charge  of  the  opposition  against  this 
Bill,  and  that  they  have  already  been 
granted  a  loout  ttandi. 

Mil.  SPEAKEE:  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  in  Order  in  speaking  again,  in- 
asmuch as  he  seconded  the  Amend- 
ment. 

The  chairman  of  WAYS  abd 
MEANS  (Mr.  Coubtney)  :  If  this  Bill 
were  the  only  Bill  relating  to  the  supply 
of  water  to  the  Metropolis  which  has 
been  introduced  this  Session,  I  think 
there  would  be  much  force  in  the  objec- 
tions which  have  been  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kent  (Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas).  But  it  will  be  observed  that 
there  are  two  other  Bills  which  also 
deal  with  the  supply  of  water  to  parts  of 
the  Metropolis ;  and  the  three  Bills,  taken 
together,  cover  a  very  large  proportion 
of  tho  whole  Metropolitans  upply.  Upon 
that  ground  I  conceive  there  may  bo 
reasons  for  departing  from  the  ordinary 
Rule  of  the  House  to  refer  Private  Bills 
to  the  consideration  of  a  Select  Commit- 
tee of  four  Members  of  the  House,  and 
for  referring  these  particular  Bills  to  a 
Hybrid  Committee.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  the  practice  of  referring  Private 
Bills  to  Hybrid  Committees  is  rather  a 
growing  one  ;  and  I  think  it  ought  to 
be  watched  with  a  certain  amount  of 
care.  It  must  be  remembered  that  it 
opens  the  door  to  a  good  deal  of 
wrangling  with  regard  to  the  provisions 
of  a  Bill,  and  that  it  involves  a  oonsider* 
able  amount  of  expense  being  thrown  on 
the  consumers  of  water,  as  well  as  upon 
those  who  supply  the  water.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  I  think  that  it  ispoesible 
to  meet  this  particular  case  in  a  satis- 
factory manner  by  a  modification  of  the 
proposal  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Thorold 
Rogers).  He  proposes  to  refer  this  and 
other  Bills  to  a  Hybrid  Committee  to  bo 
nominated  by  the  House  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  and  to  allow  all 
Petitions  against  the  Bill  presented  not 
later  than  six  days  before  the  meeting 
uf  the  Committee  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee,  giving  the  Petitioners  tho 
right  of  being  heard  against  the  Bill  by 
counsel,  agents,  and  witnesses.   Now,  I: 
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think  that  that  amonnts  to  an  inyitation 
for  the  prdsentatioQ  of  Petitions  trbich 
may  be  carried  out  to  an  alarming  and 
nnnecesBary  extent.  I  think  it  is  quite 
sufficient  that  we  should  allow  such 
Petitioners  to  be  heard  before  the  Hybrid 
Committee  who  presented  their  Petitions 
within  the  time  allowed  by  the  Standing 
Orders.  In  that  case  the  Oorporation 
of  the  Oity  of  liondon,  as  well  as  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  "Works,  will  be 
heard  in  opposition  to  the  Bill ;  and  the 
two  acting  together  may  be  fairly  taken 
to  represent  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  Metropolis.  Under  these 
circumstanues,  I  propose  to  amend  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South- 
wark  (Mr.  Thorold  Eogers)  by  omitting 
the  words  "presented  not  later  than  six 
days  before  the  meeting  of  the  Oommit- 
tect"  with  the  obj  ect  of  having  the  Billfl 
referred  to  the  Committee  in  the  usual 
way ;  and  upon  that  understanding  I 
would  adriso  the  House  to  assent  to  the 
Motion. 

Mb.  thorold  ROGERS :  I  have 
no  objection  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
my  hon.  Friend. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 

Bill  eommitted  to  a  Select  Committee  to 
consist  of  Nine  Members,  Five  to  be 
nominated  by  the  House,  and  Four  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Mb.  COITRTNET:  Z  hare  now  to 
moTO  the  next  paragraph  in  an  amended 
form — 

"That  all  Petitioaa  against  the  Bill,  pre- 
eented  within  the  time  limited  by  the  Stimding 
Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Committee;  and  that , 
each  of  the  Pfltitioners  as  pray  to  be  heard  hy 
themselves,  their  Gouosef,  Agents,  or  Wit- 
nesses, be  heard  upon  their  Petitions,  if  they 
think  fit.  and  Counael  heard  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  against  such  Petitions." 

Mb.  thorold  ROGRRS  :  I  have 
no  objection. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Ordered  aocordingly. 

SOUTHWAEK  AND  VAUXHALL  WATEE 
BILL. 

BECOND  UEADIVa. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mb.  thorold  ROGERS:  I  beg  to 
more  the  Motion  which  etands  on  the 

Mr.  Courtney 
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Paper  in  my  name,  simply  altering  the 
form  of  it  BO  as  to  make  it  in  aocordanoe 
with  the  Motion  just  passed  by  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  Lambetii  Water 
BiU. 

Bill  eommitied  to  a  Select  Oomraittee 
to  consist  of  Nine  Members,  Fire  to  be 
nominated  by  the  House,  and  Four  by 

the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Ordered,  That  all  Fotitions  against  the  Bill, 
presented  within  the  time  limited  by  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ;  and 
that  tneh  (n  the  Petiti«iera  as  pray  to  be  heard 
by  themselves,  th^r  Counsel,  Agents,  or  Wit- 
nessra,  be  beard  upon  their  Petitions,  if  they 
think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  aninst  snch  Petitions.  —  (Jfr.  Hivnld 

mnCM  OF  RBSOLVTIOir, 

EVICTIONS  (IRELANDj-EMPLOTMKNT 
OP  THE  MILITAEY  FORCES  OF 
THE  CROWN. 

Mb.  LEWIS  gave  Notice  of  Motion 
for  a  Return  of  the  number  of  cases  in 
which,  during  the  last  two  years,  1881 
and  188d,  the  Militury  Forces  of  the 
Crown  have  been  employed  in  carrying 
out  evictions  of  tenants  of  land,  or  lands 
and  houses,  distinguiehing  each  county 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  I  shall  oppose  the  Motion. 

Mb.  lewis  :  Having;  regard  to  that 
fact,  I  beg  to  give  Notice  that  I  shall 
ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  will 
voluntarily  lay  on  the  Table  the  Return 
I  ask  for? 

Mb.  SEXTON :  And  I  shall  ask,  in 
that  case,  whether  the  Return  by  the 
Government  will  be  so  extended  as  to 
make  it  of  any  use? 


THE  METROPOLITAN  FOLIOE  FORCR. 

Mh.  HOWARD  VINCENT  asked  th© 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether,  for  the  efficiency  of  the 
police  and  the  convenience  of  the  public, 
he  will  take  immediate  steps  to  provide 
a  proper  head  quarters  for  the  Metro- 
politan Police  Force,  with  adequate 
of&ce  and  barrack  accommodation,  and 
offering  sufficient  facilities  for  the  train- 
ing, and,  when  necessary,  the  concen- 
tration of  polioemen,  in  lieu  of  tiie  pre- 
sent eolle^on  of  inflevicv,  detaobed,  amd 
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inconTenient  houses  held  on  leases  at 
oostly  rentals,  which  constitute  the  Me- 
tropolitan Police  Force,  in  the  thorough- 
fares of  Great  SootlAnd  Yard  and  White  ■ 
hall  Place? 

Thb  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childebs):  In  reply  to  the  Qaestion  of 
the  hon.  Oentieman,  I  am  fully  aware  of 
the  present  inconTenient  and  unsatisfac- 
tory character  of  the  buildings  com- 
prising the  head-quarters  of  the  police 
at  BcoUand  Yard,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
matters  that  will  engage  my  serious  at- 
tention in  connection  with  the  forth- 
comiog  inquiry. 

Mk.  W.  H.  smith  :  ■Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  be  kind  enough  to  say 
whether  he  hag  now  formed  his  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  into  the  organization 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police;  whether  it 
will  include  other  names  than  those  al- 
ready mentioned  to  the  House ;  and, 
whether  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
will  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  CHILDEBS:  I  stated  that  one 
of  the  Members  of  the  proposed  Com- 
mittee under  my  Chairmansoip  will  be 
the  new  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police. 
Of  courae,  until  he  is  appointed,  I  cannot 
definitely  say  who  will  constitute  the 
Committee.  I  did  not  limit  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  names  I  mentioned  to  the 
House  the  other  day.  As  to  the  last 
part  of  the  Questioo,  I  imagine  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  Heport  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table.  It  is  not  usual  to  say  so 
beforehand ;  but  I  thint  I  may  say  it 
will  be  presented,  though,  perhaps,  part 
of  the  eridence  which  may  relate  to  the 
detective  police  could  not  be  laid  upon 
the  Table. 

Me.  STUAET  -  WORTLEY  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
take  care  that,  before  any  decision  was 
taken  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  vacant 
gfTOund  adjoining  the  present  police  sta- 
tion at  King  Street,  Westminster,  the 
fitness  of  that  site  to  be  devoted,  either 
wholly  or  in  part,  to  the  erection  of  new 
central  police  offices  for  the  Metropolis, 
should  be  fully  considered  P 

Mb.  CHILDEE8 :  There  were  some 
interesting  Papers  on  that  subject  pre- 
aented  many  years  ago,  to  which  I  in- 
tend to  refer  in  conducting  the  inquiry. 

IiAW  AND  JUSTICE  (SCOTLAND)— THE 
PBOCUBATOR  FISCAL  OF  ORKNEY. 

Mb.  LYELL  asked  the  Lord  Advocato, 
Wfaeth«r  the  recent  pKwecution  of  the 
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Eev.  Mathew  Armour,  at  Kirkwall,  was 
undertaken  after  communication  with  the 
Crown  Office,  or  on  the  sole  responsi- 
bility of  tho  Procurator  Fiscal  of  Orkney ; 
whether  the  Procurator  Fiscal  of  Orkney, 
in  addition  to  his  official  duties,  acts  as 
law  agent  to  a  number  of  Conservative 
landed  proprietors  in  the  countj ;  and, 
whether  the  Procurator  Fiscal  m  ques- 
tion is  tho  same  official  whose  proceed- 
ings in  connection  with  a  case  arising 
out  of  a  threatening  letter  received  by 
General  Burroughs  was  last  year  brought 
before  this  House  ? 

Mr.  MACDONALDCAMEEONasked 
the  Lord  Advocate,  If  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  report  in  The  Orkney 
Herald  of  tho  23rd  of  December  last, 
where  it  was  stated  that  seven  men  were 
accused  before  Sheriff  Thoms  of  so-called 
rioting  at  the  late  General  Election,  and 
that  one  of  these  men  was  sent  to  prison 
for  a  period  of  10  days  without  the 
option  of  a  fine,  although  he  did  nothing 
at  the  riots  except  appear  as  one  of  the 
crowd ;  and,  whether  the  ri^ht  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  inquire  into 
the  administrati{m  of  justice  in  Kirk- 
wall? 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour),  in  reply,  said,  that  the  recent 
prosecution  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Armour  was 
undertaken  without  communication  with 
the  Crown  Office.  Various  riots  occurred 
at  the  time  of  the  election,  and  the 
Sheriff  Principal  of  the  county,  Mr. 
Thoms,  personally  investigated  and  dis- 
posed of  several  of  the  cases ;  but  before 
all  of  them  were  inquired  into  he  had  to 
leave  for  Caithness,  where  there  had 
been  a  number  of  incendiary  fires ;  and 
he  directed  the  Sheriff  Substitute — Mr. 
Menzies— along  with  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  and  Sheriff  Clerk,  to  make  the 
necessary  investigation  in  regard  to  riot- 
ing at  Bauday.  As  the  result  of  the 
investigation,  the  Sheriff  Substitute 
directed  that  certain  persons  should  be 
tried  for  rioting,  and  that  the  Eov.  Mr. 
Armour  should  be  charged  on  a  charge 
of  breach  of  the  peace.  These  directions 
were  carried  out  by  the  Procurator  Fiecal, 
who,  in  addition  to  his  official  duties, 
acts  as  law  agents  for  sundry  landlords 
and  proprietors,  some  of  whom  are  Con- 
servatives, and  some  of  whom  are 
Liberal.  The  Procurator  Fiscal  is  the 
same  official  wlio  acted  along  with  and 
under  the  direction  of  Sheriff  Thoms  in 
iaveatigatioa  of  the  case  of  a  threaten- 
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iag  letter  receiTed  by  General  Barronghs 
— an  aot  which  was  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House.  lu  reference  to 
the  second  Question  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Wiok  Burghs,  he  was  aware 
that  there  was  a  riot  that  took  place  at 
Kirkwall,  and  there  were  certain  con- 
victioDB ;  and  he  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment to  remit  some  of  the  sentences, 
and  that  the  right  hon.  Gontleman  did 
not  see  cause  to  do  so.  He  was  not 
aware  of  the  particulars  of  these  oases  ; 
but  if  Notice  were  given  he  would  make 
inquiries.  He  knew  generally,  however, 
that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  rioting  at 
that  election,  ana  that  the  Sheriff,  who 
was  responsible  for  ike  peace  of  the 
county,  took  himself  the  superintendence 
of  the  investigations  until  he  was  obliged 
to  go  to  Caithness  in  regard  to  the  in- 
cendiary fires. 

Mb.  MACDONALD  CAMERON:  I 
wish  to  explain  ["Order,  order!  "] 

Ma.  J.  B.  BALFOUR:  If  there  is 
anything  more  ray  hon.  Friend  desires, 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  get  the  necessary 
information. 

Mr.  MACDONALD  CAMERON :  It 

is  not  in  regard  to  that  ["  Order, 

order!"]  You  have  not  answered  the 
Question. 

Db.  CAMERON :  Can  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, at  his  convenience,  state  to  the 
House  what  were  the  expenses  con- 
nected with  the  Sanday  riots  ? 

Mb.  J.  fi.  BALFOUR :  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  gives  Notice  I  will  endea- 
vour to  find  out 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS -PfilVI- 
LEGE— INTERFERENCE  OF  PEERS  AT 
ELECTIONa 

Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  asked  Mr.  Attor- 
ney General,  Whether  he  ie  aware  of 
the  interference  of  certain  Lords  of 
Parliament  in  the  election  of  Members 
of  this  House,  especially  in  the  Metro- 
polis, by  those  Lords  sending  their 
carriages  and  hired  servants  to  convey 
voters  to  the  poll ;  and,  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  Resolution  of  this  House, 
which  declares  that — 

"  It  IB  a  high  infringement  of  the  libertiea 
and  privilege)!  of  the  Commona  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  any  Lord  of  Parli&ment  .  .  . 
to  conoem  himself  io  the  electioa  of  Members 
to  lerrs  tbo  Commona  in  Paidiament," 

he  will  consider  the  propriety  of  adrising 

The  Lord  AivoeaU 


proceedings  to  support  the  BewfailMU 

of  this  House  ? 

Colonel  BROOKFIELD  asked,  whe- 
ther the  hon.  and  learned  Qeotleouui 
was  aware  of  and  would  inquire  into 
the  interference  of  certain  Lords  of  Par- 
liament in  the  election  of  Members  of 
this  House,  especially  in  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire;  whether  he  vas 
aware  also  that  the  interference  of  a 
Lord  of  Parliament  in  one  case  took  th« 
form  of  sending  £1,000  to  an  electioa 
committee  for  election  purposes  ? 

Tub  attorney  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Orables  BussBUi],  in  reply,  said,  that 
he  was  not  aware  of  the  matters  to 
which  the  hon,  and  gallant  Member  for 
Rye  referred ;  but  perhaps  he  would 
put  his  Question  on  the  Notice  Paper,  in 
which  case  inquiries  should  be  made. 
As  regarded  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Pancras  (Mr.  T.  H. 
Bolton),  it  was  the  fact  that  carriages 
had  been  sent  by  Peers  to  convey  voteri 
to  the  poll.  As  to  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  relating  to  the  liberties  and 
Privileges  of  the  Commons,  he  miut 
repeat  what  he  said  the  other  day— that 
that  was  not  a  subject  which  was  at  all 
in  any  special  sense  within  his  sphere 
of  duty.  It  was  a  matter  for  the 
House  to  deal  with ;  and  if  the  boo. 
Member  desired  information  with  regard 
to  it-,  he  should  address  his  Question  to 
the  Leader  of  the  House.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  latter  part  of  the  Question, 
ho  did  not  propose  to  offer  eia  opinion 
about  it,  unless  it  was  asked  by  the  Oo- 
yemment. 

THE  COmAiQE. 
Mr.  8.  MONTAGU  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  coinage;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  about  sixty  millions,  or  in 
other  words  sixty  out  of  every  hundred, 
of  the  gold  coins  in  circulation  fasTS 
ceased  to  be  legal  tender,  in  consequenos 
of  their  worn  condition ;  and  that,  in 
consequence,  many  millions  in  gold  lie 
idle  in  the  hands  of  bankers  ana  othea ; 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  silver  ouT' 
rency,  originally  issued  at  a  premium  of 
less  than  ten  per  cent.,  is  now,  owing  to 
the  diminished  value  of  the  metal,  cir- 
culating at  a  fictitious  value  of  forfy  per 
cent,  when  of  full  weight,  and  fifty  per 
cent,  when  worn,  above  its  market 
price ;  whether  he  has  reaaom  to  Isar 
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illegal  cotaage  in  oonsequence ;  whether 
he  has  direuted  any  inquiry  into  the 
practice  of  importing  French  one  and 
two  B0U8  pieces  and  putting  them  into 
circulation,  at  a  profit  of  about  five  per 
cost.  ;  and,  whether  he  iiae  any  reason 
to  fear  that  the  ultimate  lose  arising  out 
of  this  importation  may  fall  upon  the 
poorer  classes  ? 

The  chancellor  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER tSirWnxUMHAacouKT):  As  to 
the  first  two  parts  of  the  Qnestion,  the 
actual  figures  and  the  whole  circum- 
stances of  the  matter  were  brought  be- 
fore the  House  bymy  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Home  Secretary  two  years  ago.  As 
to  the  next  two  parts  on  the  subject  of 
the  silver  coinage,  it  is  true  that  the 
premium  at  which  our  silver  coin  cir- 
culates is  nearly  as  stated  ;  but  I  learn, 
from  the  Mint  Authorities,  that  there  is 
no  apprehension  of  illegal  coinage,  and, 
indeed,  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
forged  silver  coin.  With  regard  to  the 
copper  coinage,  we  all  know  there  is 
a  certain  number  of  small  copper  or 
bronze  coins  imported  from  France ;  but 
there  is  no  reason,  however,  to  think  it 
is  done  for  purposes  of  profit,  and  in 
any  case  no  inoonTenienoe  has  been 
proved  to  eiist. 

Mb.  BBODKICK:  Could  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  he  intends 
to  re-introduce  the  Bill  for  the  debasing 
of  the  gold  coinage,  or  otherwise  deal- 
ing with  it,  that  was  introduced  by  his 
Predecessor  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOUBT:  I  do 
not  think  that  is  a  Question  which  ought 
to  be  put  to  me.  It  does  not  arise  out 
of  my  reply,  and  I  do  not  recognize  a 
Bill  by  that  description ;  therefore  I  am 
not  prepared  to  answer  it. 

SCOTLAND-THE  SHERIFF  CLEEK 

DEPUTE  OF  SKYE. 
Me.  FEASER-MACKINTOSH  asked 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  at  the  House, 
Papers  connected  with  the  dismissal 
fromhiaoffioeof  Mr.DugaldMaolaohlan, 
iMnk  agent,  Portree,  sherifiP  derk  de- 
pute of  the  Skye  District  of  Inremess- 
ehire  ? 

Tna  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Bai^focr)  (who  replied)  said:  I  shall  in- 
quire whether  it  would  be  according  to 
usage  to  la;  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
certain  telegrams  which  formed  an  im- 
portant ingredient  in  the  case.  There 
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are  no  other  documents  which  could 
properly  be  laid  upon  the  Table ;  but 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (fha 
late  Lord  Advocate)  and  I  will  be  ready 
to  give  full  information  to  the  House  as 
to  the  causes  of  the  dismissal  if  any 
question  in  regard  to  it  is  raised. 

BOOTLAND— ABREABS  OF  BATES  IN 
SKYE. 

Mfi.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH  asked 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whether,  in 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Island 
of  Skye  at  present,  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  Returns  showing 
the  arrears  in  the  whole  Island,  as  at 
1 4th  February,  of  school  and  poor  rates, 
under  the  heads  of  landlords,  tenants 
paying  over  £30  a-year,  and  tenants 
paying  under  £30  a-year  7 

Thb  SECRETARY  tob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tbetelyah)  :  The  Board  Super- 
vision intended  to  obtain  Returns  of  the 
arrears  of  poor  rate  at  the  beginning  of 
April,  in  which  the  information  as  to 
the  arrears  of  school  rates  which  my 
hon.  Friend  wishes  to  get  can  be  in- 
cluded. There  is  a  difficulty  about  ob- 
taining frequent  Returns,  as  the  duties 
of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Poor  are  at 
present  very  onerous.  The  best  plan 
will  be  for  these  Returns  to  be  taken  in 
hand  at  once,  and  put  into  the  shape, 
as  far  as  it  can  be  accomplished,  which 
will  meet  the  wishes  of  my  hon.  Friend. 
When  I  have  got  them  th^  will  he 
laid  upon  the  Table. 

IRELAIH)— BAFFLES  FOB  LANDS  OF 
PROTESTANT  LANDLOBDS. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (for  Mr.  Dwthe  Gbat) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  there  is 
any  truth  in  the  statement  published  in 
Tha  Jhiblin  Baity  M'xprais  and  subse- 
quently in  The  Timu  last  month  and  re- 
ported in  St.  Jamst't  OautU  of  the 
1 9th  instant^  on  the  authority  of  a  letter 
' '  from  a  responsible  person  in  Ireland  to 
a  distinguished  person  in  England," 
to  the  emot  that  rafSes  are  being  held  by 
Catholics  in  various  districts  in  Ireland 
for  the  revereionary  poBsession  of  farms 
held  by  Protestants  f 

Mb.  albert  grey  :  In  reference 
to  this  Question,  I  would,  at  the  same 
time,  ask  my  ri^ht  hon.  Friend  whether 
he  has  seen  similar  statements  explicitly 
made  in  the  columns  of  The  £«lfati 
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JTmt  L»t(er,  and  reported  in  Th«  Timet 
of  to-day. 

The  chief  SEORETABT  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  in  answer  to 
the  Question  on  the  Paper,  I  have  to  say 
that  the  authorities  in  Dublin  have  no 
official  knowledge  of  these  alleged  trans- 
actions; and  ^e  police  authorities  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  to  which  most  of 
the  statements  are  confined,  have  not 
heard  of  them.  In  answer  to  the  Ques- 
tion now  asked  by  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
A.  Grey),  my  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  speoifio  statement  to  which  he 
refers,  and  in  consequence  of  that  I  shall 
have  further  inquiries  made. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  beg  to  giye  No- 
tice that,  on  a  future  day,  I  will  ask  if 
the  Goyernment  will  consider  whether 
the  wilful  and  persistent  publications  by 
newspapers  of  false  news,  calculated  to 
endanger  the  public  peace,  shonld  not 
be  oonstttated  an  offence  ? 

IRELAND  — CONDITION  OP  THE 

WESTERN  ISLES. 

Me.  sexton  (for  Mr.  Dwyee  Ghat) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  ZiOrd 
Lieateuant  of  Ireland,  Whether  an  in- 
spector of  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board  visited  the  Island  of  Boffin  last 
month  in  order  to  ascertain  the  condition 
of  the  potato  supply  on  the  island  and 
the  probability  of  famine ;  and,  whether 
he  can  state  the  result  of  that  inquiry  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jodn 
Morlry]  :  An  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Ch}vemment  Board  visited  Boffin  Island 
last  January,  and  his  Eeport  has  been 
laid  before  me.  I  expect  it  will  be  my 
duty  very  shortly  to  make  a  statement 
embodying  the  result  of  this  and  other 
iuquiries  into  the  condition  of  the 
Islands  on  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland ; 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  I  believe  I  shall 
be  able  to  make  a  statement  that  will 
be  satisfactory  to  hon.  Members  in  all 
parts  of  the  House. 

CEIME  AND  OUTRAOS  (IRBLAND)- 
ALLBGED  OUTBAGBS  HEAR  DUN- 

DALK. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  NOLAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  true  that  the 
Dundalk  constabulary  received  informa- 
tion recently  that  in  one  night  several 
outrages  had  been  committed  in  the 
neighbourhood,  inohidiog  tiie  breaking 


of  windows,  setting  fire  to  a  haysttck, 
and  setting  fire  to  a  dwelling  faoow; 
whether  the  constabulary,  on  making 
inquiry,  learned  that  these  ontragcB 
were  committed  by  a  landlord  and  nta- 
gistrate  in  the  locality  with  some  friendi 
of  his ;  if  it  is  true  that  the  inspector  <A 

Eolioe  in  Dundalk  used  his  iafluoice  to 
ave  a  compromise  effected  betirera  tiu 
injured  parties  and  the  perpetrators  of 
the  outrages,  pointing  out  to  the  former 
that  it  was  only  by  suppressing  the 
names  of  the  offending  parties  that  oom- 
pensation  could  be  procured  from  the 
grand  jury;  and,  whether  any  effort  has 
been,  made  by  the  police  to  bring  the 
guilty  parties  to  justice  ?  In  putting 
this  Question  he  deeired  to  substitute 
for  the  words  "a  landlord  and  magis- 
trate in  the  locality"  the  words  "  brouier 
of  a  landlord  and  magistrate  in  the 
locality." 

The  CHIEF  SECRETAEY  (Mr.  Jons 
Mo&lby)  :  The  attention  of  the  Inspec- 
tor General  has  been  called  to  this  nut- 
ter, and  he  has  thought  it  necessary  to 
order  a  special  investigation  into  the 
oiniumstances  of  the  case ;  but  the  Ee- 
port of  it  has  not  yet  reached  us. 

POOR  LAW— DERIVATIVE 

SETTLE3IENTS. 

Me.  NOETON  ashed  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  AVhe- 
ther  it  is  a  fact  that  a  great  deal  of  liti- 
gation has  arisen  in  consquence  of  the 
enactments  relating  to  the  abolition  of 
derivative  settlements  comprised  in  sec- 
tion 35  of  the  Divided  Parishes  and 
Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  of  1876,  89 
and  40  Vic.  c.  61 ;  whether  tfio  Judges 
of  Her  Majesty's  High  Court  of  Justice 
have  frequently  remarked,  in  their  jadi- 
cial  decisions,  upon  the  obBOority  of  that 
section  of  the  Aet,  as  to  vhe^w  a 
widow  does  or  does  not  derive  the  settle- 
ment of  her  deceased  husband ;  and, 
whether  he  will  introduce  an  explana- 
tory or  amending  Act,  with  a  view  to 
define  clearly  the  Law  with  regard  to 
derivative  settlements  P 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  J.  Chaiibkb- 
lain),  in  reply,  said,  it  wag  a  fact  that 
there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  litigation 
iu  reference  to  this  question  of  deriva- 
tiTS  settlements  j  but  he  believed  the 
difficulty  had  chiefly  arisen  with  regard 
to  the  settlement  of  children,  n^  of 
widows,  and  in  consequence  of  a  deci- 
sion of  the  Coart  o£  Appeal  bdog  i> 
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contradiction  to  prorioua  decisionB.  He 
believed  that  a  case  was  about  to  be 
carried  to  tbe  House  of  Lords,  where 
the  matter  would  be  finally  settled. 
Pending  that  deoiaion,  there  was  no  in- 
tention to  introduce  a  Bill  on  tlie  sub- 
ject. 

ARMY— THE  TESTING  OP  SIDE  ARMS. 

Mh.  sexton  (for  Mr.  Dwyee  Gray) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  the  bayonets  now  bmng  tested 
are  tested  fixed  on  their  rifles,  as  they 
would  be  used  in  actual  war;  and,  if  not, 
whether  there  is  to  be  a  eecond  teat,  to 
ascertain  how  many  rifles  will  stand  the 
strain  to  which  the  surviving  bayonets 
have  been  subjected? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  op 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Wuodall)  (who  re- 
plied) said :  The  present  trials  have  not 
been  made  with  bayonets  fixed  to  the 
rifles;  but  before  the  barrel  of  the 
Martini-Henry  rifle  was  adopted  it  was 
subjected,  with  bayonet  fixed,  to  so 
severe  a  teat  of  its  stability  that  no 
doabt  is  entertained  of  its  power  to 
withstand  in  that  regard  the  roughest 
usage  that  maybe  expected  during  war. 
Consequently,  no  further  test  has  been 
considered  necessary. 

PABLIAMENTARY  BLEOTI02S8— LISTS 
OP  VOTERS. 
Sir  BERNHAED  SAMUELSON 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  Whether  he  is  aware  that,  in 
the  preparation  of  the  Lists  of  Parlia- 
mentary Voters  in  1885,  the  overseers  in 
many  parishes  omitted  or  misdescribed 
eithw  the  nature  of  ttie  qnalification  or 
the  description  of  the  qualifyiag  pro- 
perty of  the  voter,  or  both,  and  that  the 
Bevising  Barristers  are,  in  many  in- 
stances, not  empowered  to  rectify  such 
omissions  or  misdeBoriptions  except  upon 
dedarationa  or  claims  made  by  the 
voters,  who  may  be  unaware  of  the  de- 
fect in  the  Lists,  and,  if  aware,  can  only 
take  the  steps  necessary  to  rectify  them 
at  considerable  trouble  and  expense ; 
and,  whether,  pending  the  preparation 
of  any  general  measure  dealing  with 
the  Registration  of  Voters,  the  Govern- 
meut  will  introduce  a  short  Bill  giving 
power  to  lUvising  Barristers  to  retain 
on  the  Lists  of  Voters  the  name  of  every 
person  inserted  thwein  who  shall  be 
BbowB  to  have  %  proper  qualification, 


notwithstanding  any  mistake  in  the  List 
as  to  its  nature  or  description,  and  for 
that  purpose  to  make  any  necessary 
amendment  in  the  Lists,  and  giving 
pofver  to  Revising  Barristers  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  costs  by  an  overseer 
guilty  of  negligence  in  we  preparation 
of  any  List  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  poh 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Childers)  (who  replied)  said  :  In  reply 
to  my  hon.  Friend,  I  have  to  say  that  I 
am  aware  that  the  overseers  in  many 
parishes  make  mistakes  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  their  lists,  1  am  also  aware  that 
the  power  of  the  Revising  Barristers  to 
rectify  such  mistakes  is  limited,  and 
might  advantageously  be  enlarged ;  but 
I  do  not  think  that  a  Bill  can  wcdl  be 
brought  in  for  this  purpose  only  inde- 
pendently of  a  general  measure  dealing 
with  the  registration  of  voters.  That, 
however,  is  a  matter  more  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  than  for  the  Homo 
Office ;  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  confer 
with  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  President 
of  that  Board  on  the  subject.  I  may, 
however,  say  that,  under  the  law  as  it 
stands,  Revising  Barristers  have  the 
power  to  fine  overseers  for  neglect ;  but 
I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  make  the 
overseer  responsible  for  the  coat  of 
claimants  incurred  in  making  the  neces- 
sary amendments. 

ARMY  (AUXILIARY  FORCES)-AETrL- 
LERY  VOLTJNTEBRS. 

Mb.  mark  STEWART  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  If  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  will  make  provision 
in  the  Estimates  in  the  present  year  for 
an  additional  capitation  grant  to  the 
Artillery  Volunteers;  for  the  substitu- 
tion of  40-pounder  rifled  guns  in  position 
for  old  82-pounders  for  ^tteries ;  for  a 
certain  number  of  20-ponnder  field  guns, 
with  necessary  equipments  for  Ooips ; 
and,  also,  for  the  substitution  of  Hartmi- 
Henry  carbines  for  the  old  ones  now  in 
use  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Oaupbell-Baknebuan)  :  As  regards  the 
capitation  grant,  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  my  recent  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Central  Sheffield.  The  Ar- 
tillery Volunteers  have  already  in  their 
possession  150  rifled  muzzle-loading  64- 
pounders  and  137  rifled  breech-loading 
40-pounders,  besides  having  at  their  dis- 
posal for  practice,  ftc,  77  additional 
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64-ponnden  and  1 4  additional  40- 
pouoders.  Every  year  as  many  guns 
of  these  classes  as  become  available  are 
issued  to  them  in  substitution  for,  or  in 
addition  to,  the  smooth-bore  gans  which 
they  already  have.  Field  guns  are  not 
issued  to  Artillery  Volunteers.  The 
etore  of  Martini-Henry  carbines  is  not 
such  as  will  allow  of  their  issue  to  Ar- 
tillery Volunteers  in  substitution  for  the 
Glider  carbines  they  now  have  in  use. 

Mb.  mark  STEWABT  gave  Notice 
to  call  attention  to  the  subject  on  going 
into  Oommittee  of  Supply. 

LAW  AND  JUESTICE  (SCOTLAND)— 
PROCURATOES  FISCAL. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BAKCLAY  asked  the  Lord 
Advocate,  with  reference  to  the  informa- 
tion he  gave  the  House  of  Commons  last 
year,  that  he  was  endeavouring  to  ar- 
range that  certain  Procurators  Fiscal  in 
the  West  Highlands  of  Scotland  should 
not  in  future  engage  in  private  practice, 
Whether  such  arrangements  Kave  been 
carried  into  effect;  and,  should  he  have 
found  them  impracticable,  whether  he 
will  bring  in  a  Bill  to  give  the  Executive 
sufficient  power  to  provide  that  the  Public 
Prosecutors  should  occupy  an  indepen- 
dent impartial  position  with  respect  to 
the  administration  of  iha  Law  7 

The  LOBD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  :  ATrangaments  had  not  been 
conoluded  when  I  left  Office  in  June 
last,  and  I  have  not  yet  learned  whether 
they  have  been  carried  into  effect  since ; 
but  I  shall  immediately  inquire  ;  and  if 
it  should  prove  that  arrangements  can- 
not be  effected  on  reasonable  terms,  the 
question  will  be  considered  whether 
l^^ative  authority  should  not  be  asked 
from  the  Executive  to  require  the  officials 
referred  to  to  confine  themselves  to  their 
official  duties  upon  fair  terms. 

SCOTLAND-THE  EDUCATION  CODE- 
SCHOOL  ATl'ENDAN'CE. 
Mb.  J.  W.  BAECLAY  aeked  the  Se- 
cretary for  Scotland,  Whether  the  Edu- 
cation Department  will  so  amend  the 
Education  Oode  for  Scotland  that  the  two 
hundred  and  fifty  annual  attendances 
by  pupils  required  to  earn  the  grant 
may  be  made,  under  proper  safeguards, 
at  two  di£Ferent  schools ;  and,  if  not,  if 
he  will  be  good  enough  to  state  the  ob- 
jections of  the  Department  to  amend  a 
rule  which  is  stated  to  act  prejudicially 
to  country  ratepayers  and  to  the  children 
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of  farm  servants,  who  have  frequently 
to  change  their  places  of  abode? 

The  SKCEETARY  fob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Trbvbltan)  :  The  question  refemd 
to  by  my  hon.  Friend  has  been  fre- 
quently  considered  by  the  Department. 
It  must  he  borne  in  mind  that  if  the 
present  restrictions  were  removed  the 
Treasury  would  probably  require  that 
the  scue  of  grants  should  be  lower. 
With  regard  to  the  alleged  injustice  to 
the  children,  it  should  be  nnderetood 
that  the  want  of  the  qualifying  attoad- 
ance  is  no  reason  why  a  child  sbouU 
not  be  presented  for  examination  to  eani 
an  exemption  oerti6cate ;  and  it  is  fiff 
school  managers  to  prevent  any  injnij' 
being  done  to  the  children  with  the  new 
of  increasing  the  grant. 

POST  OFFICR-POST  CARDS. 

Mr.  NORTHCOTE  asked  the  Finsn- 
cial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  post 
cards  are  purchased  by  the  Post  Office 
by  number  or  by  weight ;  if  it  ia  the 
case  that  in  all  tenders  called  for  by  the 
Stationery  Office  it  is  stipulated  that  the 
goods  to  be  delivered  shall  be  free  hm 
clay  ;  if  the  attention  of  the  Postnuuter 
General  has  been  called  to  a  report  thai 
the  post  cards  received  from  German; 
are  said  to  contain  38  per  cent  of  clay; 
and,  if  any  analysis  of  the  compouUon 
of  German  post  cards  has  been  made  <m 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Qoremment; 
and,  if  not,  if  he  will  cause  such  an 
analysis  to  be  made? 

The  secretary  to  tee  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleh):  Post 
cards  are  supplied  to  the  Inland  Be- 
venue  Department  (which  is  cha^ 
with  the  manufacture  of  stampe]  by 
numbers  and  by  bulk,  not  by  weight- 
It  is  not  the  case  that,  in  all  tenders,  the 
Stationery  Office  stipulates  that  goodi 
supplied  to  them  shall  be  free  from  claj. 
The  post  cards  are  supplied  to  us  h; 
Messrs.  de  la  Rue  in  a  complete  elate  ai 
issued  to  the  public,  imder  a  contrad 
which  in  no  way  binds  the  contractor! 
to  the  place  or  country  whence  they  ob- 
tain the  material  from  which  the  cards 
are  made.  We  look  entirely  to  the  po^ 
cards  as  completed  being  suitable  for 
the  Post  Office  Service,  and  up  to  the 
standard  of  the  sample  originally  agree<I 
upon.  This  matter  formed  a  subject  of 
inquiry  during  the  last  Session  of  Vk- 
liament,  and  was  eKhaustirelydeeltwith 
by  the  late  Mr.  Fawcett,  in  his  repiir  t« 
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Mr.  Northcote(3  JTamard,  [289]  1862), 
and  by  letters  to  the  public  Presa  ( TAe 
Timen,  October  27,  1884).  A  certain 
proportioa  of  clay,  while  not  adding 
really  to  ite  thickness,  is  of  importance  as 
fi^ving  firmness  and  evenness,  and  ren- 
dering the  post  card  fitter  for  writing 
and  for  printing.  Early  last  year  the 
attention  of  the  Inland  Kevenue  was 
called  to  a  report  that  the  post  cards 
contained  clay.  Though  this  did  not 
affect  the  questioQ  of  bi^k,  a  crucial  ex- 
amination was  made,  which  proved  that 
the  cards  were  fully  up  to  the  standard 
of  tbiokneas,  and  that  they  completely 
met  all  the  requirements  of  the  Post 
Office  Service.  Ko  chemical  analysis 
has  been  made  of  the  paper  which  is 
now  used,  which  is  considered  to  be,  if 
anything,  superior  in  thickness  and  in 
quality  to  the  standard  laid  down  ;  and 
in  these  circumstances  it  is  not  proposed 
to  make  any  analysis. 

POST  OPFIOE-ADDRESSES  OF 
TELEaRAMS. 

Mb.  sexton  (for  Mr.  Dwvek  Gray) 
anked  the  Seore^ry  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether,  when  a  telegram  is  sent  from 
a  local  post  office  to  an  address  in  the 
some  town,  the  postal  authorities  insist 
on  the  name  of  the  town  being  inserted 
in  the  telegram,  and  for  what  purpose 
such  a  regulation  is  enforced  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TEEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  :  There  is 
no  regulation  such  as  that  described ; 
but  it  has  been  ascertained  that  in  Bel- 
fast and  Oork,  under  a  misapprehension, 
senders  of  local  messages  in  those  towns 
have  been  required  to  insert  the  name 
of  the  town ;  but  instructions  have 
been  given  to  discontintte  the  practice. 

IRELAND-ALLEGED  "  BOTCWTTING." 

Captain  M'CALMONT  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  following  Letter  in 
'fA$  Daily  £xpr*st  of  tho  23rd  Feb- 
ruary : — 

"Sir, — I  am  a  widow  in  the  County  Rob- 
ooiomoa.  T  have  got  my  rent  fixed,  and  am 
eatisfied  to  pay  aamo.  I  now  am  boycottsd, 
and  my  name  pat  up  on  posters  all  around 
Ballyfarnan,  for  no  reason  only  tliat  my  ion 
bought  it.  6d.  worth  of  timber  from  the  Earl  of 
Kingston.  Ity  hay  haa  been  burnt  about  three 
yean  ago.  I  know  no  other  reason  why  I 
■hould  oe  boycotted  only  that  I  am  a  Pro- 
testnnt.  If  this  state  of  things  is  not  put  a 


stop  to,  I  do  not  Vaow  what  honeat  pwoeable 
people  will  do.  We  are  compelled  to  pay  money 
to  every  collection  that  the  ruffians  chunso  to 
demand.  They  now  have  ray  servant  boy 
taken  from  me.  They  also  cautioned  my  mps- 
sanger  not  to  bring  me  any  shop  goods.  This 
ia  the  position  that  County  Rosoommon  Pro- 
testants are  jilacod  in.  There  are  thm  Pro- 
testant famihea  boycotted  as  well  as  me. 

"  I  am,  Sira,  yours  obediently, 

"  Mary  Hamilton. 
"  Larigan,  Ballyfaman,  County 
Roscommon  ; " 

and,  whether  he  will  make  inquiries  as 
to  Mrs.  Hamilton's  pontton,  and 
that  she  receives  the  protection  to  which 
every  subject  of  Her  Majesty  ia  entitled  ? 

Ma.  W.  O'BRIEN:  Perhaps  the 
right  hozi.  Qentleman  will  allow  me  to 
ask,  at  the  same  time,  If  he  is  aware 
whethw  this  newspaper,  referred  to  in 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
G-entleman  as  an  authority,  7 he  Daily 
JSxpreat,  has  been  obliged  within  the 
last  few  days  to  give  a  public  apology, 
under  threat  of  an  action  for  libel,  for  a 
communication  of  a  similar  character  to 
this,  and  which  it  acknowledged  to  be 
false  and  unfounded  ? 

TuE  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johk 
MokiiBy)  :  I  am  not  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstances to  which  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  AV.  O'Brien)  refers ;  but  I  have  no 
doubt  about  its  being  true.  In  reply  to 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Captain 
M'Calmont),  I  have  to  say  that  no  oom- 
plainta  have  reached  the  police  of  Mrs. 
Hamilton  having  been  "Boycotted." 
A  notice,  in  which  she  and  otndft  was 
described  as  violating  the  National 
League  rules  by  buying  timber  from  the 
Earl  of  Kingston,  was  posted  on  the 
12th  January  last;  but  no  other  notices 
referring  to  her  have  been  found  by,  or 
reported  to,  the  police.  Some  hay,  her 
property,  was  burned  about  four  years 
ago ;  but  it  was  in  consequence  of  a 
personal  dispute  which  she  had  with 
some  of  her  neighbours.  She  never 
spoke  to  the  police  about  having  tn  pay 
money  for  collections,  though — so  states 
the  officer  of  police— she  had  every  op- 
portunity of  doing  so.  Her  servant  boy 
left  her  some  time  ago,  owing,  as  she 
alleges,  to  intimidation ;  but  the  police 
have  since  closely  inquired  into  the 
allegation,  and  find  no  evidence  to 
sustain  it.  There  are  several  other 
Protestant  fiamiliee  liTtng  at  or  near 
Ballyfarnan;  but  they  are  not  "Boy- 
cotted," or  in  any  way  interfered  with. 
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The  District  Inspector  adds,  in  his 
Beport  to  me  of  the  matter,  that  the 
police  patrols  are  frequent  in  the  neigh* 
Dourhood,  and  afford  her  the  same  pro- 
tection aa  is  given,  to  other  members  of 
the  public,  which,  in  his  opinion,  is 
suffioient  security  for  her  and  her  pro* 
perW. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON :  Perhaps  the  right 
faon.  Gentleman  will  state  why,  if  there 
is  no  "  Boycotting,"  the  police  patrols 
are  necessary  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLET :  I  presume  it 
is  because  it  is  thought  necessary  by  the 
authorities. 

LABOURERS   (IRELAND)  ACT-TIPPE- 
RABY  BOARD  OF  GDARDIAN3. 

Major  SAUNDEBSON  asked  the 
Chief  Seretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
boen  oalled  to  the  following  Letter, 
published  in  The  Daily  Esprest  of  the 
1 8th  February,  and  addressed,  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Tipperary  Board  of  Guar- 
dians by  the  liev.  John  Hennessey, 
Koman  Oatholio  Curate  of  Holly* 
ford:— 

"HoUyford,  Feb.  14,  1886. 

"Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  I<ettor  of  the 
11th  inatant,  I  befr  to  inform  you  and  the 
Board  of  Tipperary  UnioQ  that  I  have  convened 
a  Bpocial  meeting  of  the  Irish  National  League 
this  day.  The  nnanimonB  vote  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  for  Timothy  O'Biien,  he  being  a 
member  of  the  Irish  National  jjoague,  and 
Fitzgerald  not.  At  a  former  meeting  of  our 
Committee,  held  on  last  August,  it  was  unani- 
mously passed  that  members  of  the  branch 
shoula  get  a  preference  of  the  labonrers'  cot- 
tages. Yoort  faithfully, 

"  John  Heoneasey,  O.C. 

"  W.  B.  ReordMi,  Esq.,  Cleric, 
Tipperary  Union." 

And,  whether  any  action  will  be  taken 
by  the  Government  to  prevent  the  Iia- 
bonrers'  Act,  passed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  entire  labouring  population,  being 
confined  to  the  Members  of  the  National 
League  ? 

The  chief  8ECRETAEY  (Mr.  Jodn 
Mokley)  :  I  have  seen  the  report,  from 
which  I  gather  that  the  letter  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  was 
addressed  to  the  Tipperary  Board  of 
Guardians.  It  certainly  indicates  an 
attempt  to  improperly  limit  the  sphere 
of  their  operations;  but  there  is  no 
reason  to  oelieve  that  it  will  have  that 
effect,  as  the  Board  of  Guardians  appear 
to  have  resented  the  intexfennoe,  and 
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to  have  been  well  aware  that  the  Act 
of  Parliament  gives  them  absolute  con- 
trol over  the  erection  of  labourers' 
cottages.  I  will  only  add  that  the  case 
has  not  yet  been  decided  by  tbe  Board 
of  Guardians.  Therefore,  the  alleged 
intimidation  has  so  far  failed  to  hare 
any  effect. 

LAW  AMD  JUSnOE  (EKaiAlTD  AND 
•WAl.ES)-APPOraTMENT  TO  THB 
RECORDERSHIP  OP  LTVERPOOL. 

Mb.  chilly  asked  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  "Whether  his  attention  has  beea 
called  to  the  extraordinary  delay  in  the 
discharge  of  criminal  business  that  took 
place  at  the  Liverpool  City  .Soseions 
during  the  interval  that  elapsed  between 
the  death  of  the  late  Recorder,  Mr.  J. 
B.  Aspinall,  Q.C.  and  the  appointment 
of  the  present  Recorder,  Mr.  Hopfvood, 
Q.C. ;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  as  i 
deputy-recorder  cannot  act  on  the  death 
of  a  recorder,  the  sessions  in  question 
had  to  be  adjourned  three  times  by  the 
mayor,  thereby  causing  great  hi^ship 
to  untried  prisoners,  some  of  'whom 
might  be  innocent;  and,  whether,  in 
view  of  this  condition  of  affairs,  if  it  be 
correctly  described,  it  is  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  Bill  amending  the  Munici- 
pal Act  in  such  a  way  that  this  anoma- 
lous state  of  things  cannot  again  arise  ? 

Me.  ADDISON  said,  that  before  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  answered 
the  Question  he  wished  to  ask  him 
whether  he  was  aware  that  all  the  pri- 
soners remaining  for  trial  at  the  City 
Sessions  at  Liverpool  were  tried  at  the 
Assizes  which  only  concluded  a  week 
ago,  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there 
were  no  prisoners  remaining  for  Mr. 
Hopwood  to  try  ? 

Tan  ATTOBNET  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Chablhs  Russell),  m  reply,  said,  faia 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  opposite  (Mr. 
Addison)  was  substantially  correct ;  but 
it  was  true  that  some  delays  hod  taken 
place,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  in  the 
existing  state  of  the  law  the  Deputy  Re- 
corder could  not  act  in  the  event  of  the 
death  of  the  Recorder.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  was  no  one  single  prisoner 
awaiting  trial  who  was  retained  in  cus- 
tody in  consequence  of  tbe  driay.  At 
the  same  time,  he  quite  saw  that  it  was 
very  desirable  that  some  provision 
should  be  made  for  meetiiig  the  com  by 
giving  the  Deputy  Recorder  power  to 
act  on  th9  death  of  the  Recorder. 
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CRIME  AND   OUTRAtlE  (IBEIAND)— 
OUTRAGE  AT  CLONES,  CO. 
UONAGHAN. 

Hb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  beffto  aakthe 
Chief  Secret^  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Why  none  of  those  who 
broke  the  windows  of  the  clergyman 
and  other  Catholics  in  Clones,  county 
Monaghan,  on  the  1 8th  December,  have 
been  apprehended  or  brought  to  justice  ; 
and,  is  it  according  to  Law  that  the  ser- 
geant in  charge  of  the  police  should  be 
registered  as  a  Freemason  ?  I  beg  to 
say  that  the  second  part  of  the  Question 
does  not  appear  on  the  Paper  as  I 
handed  it  in,  and  I  decline  to  be  respon- 
sible for  it. 

The  CHIEF  SEOEETAEY  (Mr.  Johh 
Moblet):  In  reply  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  I  have  to  say  that  no 
person  has  been  made  amenable  for  this 
offence.  The  police  say  the  night  was 
dark ;  that  there  was  a  large  crowd  in 
the  street ;  and  that  they  were  not  aware 
that  the  windows  were  broken  until  the 
crowd  passed.  I  am  not  quite  sure  what 
is  meant  by  the  second  paragraph ;  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  two  ser- 
geants in  Clones,  and  neither  of  them  is 
a  Fireemason. 

THE  IRISH  NATIONAL  LEAGUE- 
MURDER  OF  MB.  CURTIN. 

Mb.  macartney  (for  Colonel 
W^iNO)  asked  the  Chief  Secretly  to 
tiie  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  the  National 
League  indirectly  and  directly  prohibits 
the  payment  of  rent ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Eev.  O'Connor,  P.P., 
Fines,  is  reported,  in  Th«  Kerry  Sentinel 
of  10th  November,  as  having  said,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  National  X«ague  held 
on  7th  November, 

*'If  any  tenant  went  behind  his  neighhonr'B 
back  and  paid  his  rent,  he  waa  a  traitor  and  a 
coward,  and  ehonld  bs  cast  oat  from  among 
them.  [Avoice— *8hootLim'(no,no).l  Father 
O'Comior—Don't,  but  put  a  *bEiu8il  onhim, 
and  he  will  bo  tnown  and  exeprated  all  over 
the  Ooontry ; " 

whedier  it  is  true  that  Mr.  Onrtin,  who 
had  paid  his  rent,  was  shot  on  the  Fri- 
day following;  and,  whether,  under 
tiiese  and  similar  circumstances  which 
recur  daily  in  Ireland,  he  will  take  any 
stops  to  bring  the  present  laws  of  con- 
epiraoy  to  beair  upon  a  comlunaticui  of 
mis  oharaeter? 


I,  1886]  J)tporimsnt.  1630 

Mb.  PABNELL:  Before  the  right 

hon.  Gentleman  replies  to  this  Question, 
I  would  ask.  Whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  meeting  alleged  by  the  Question  to 
have  been  a  meeting  of  the  National 
League  was  not  a  meeting  of  that  body, 
but  a  meeting  of  tenants  on  the  estate 
of  Lord  Kenmare;  and,  whatever  else 
was  the  cause  of  it,  whether  he  has  rea< 
son  to  suppose  the  lamentable  murder  of 
Mr.  O'Oonnell  Curtin  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  his  having  paid  or  not 
paid  his  rent  ?■ 

Thb  chief  SECKETAIl.Y(Mr.  Jomi 
Moblby)  :  In  reply  to  the  two  parts  of 
the  Question  of  ue  hon.  Meniber  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Farnell),  I  believe 
he  is  perfectly  accurate  in  saying  that 
the  words  quoted  were  used  not  at  a 
National  League  meeting,  but  at  a 
sheriflffl  sale ;  as  to  whether  tlie  pay- 
ment of  rent  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  death  of  Mr.  Curtin — [An  hon. 
Member:  Murder!]  —  murder  of  Mr. 
Curtin,  I  canno^tell.  All  I  can  say  is 
that,  on  inquiry,  I  find  Curtin  paid  his 
rent  on  the  12th  of  October,  one  month 
before  his  murder.  In  reply  to  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber (Colonel  Waring),  I  have  to  say  that 
I  am  not  aware,  so  far  as  a  matter  of 
observation^  that  the  National  Leagne 
has  issued  such  a  prohibition  as  uat 
described  in  the  first  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion. I  am  aware,  of  conrse,  that,  in 
some  instances,  advice  has  been  given 
not  to  pay  unless  in  oases  where  a  suffi- 
cient remission  was  given.  I  say,  in 
reference  to  the  murder  of  Mr.  Curtin, 
I  do  not  know  any  justification  for  the 
statement  that  such  events  occur  daily. 
With  regard  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
Question,  I  have  to  say  that  the  law  of 
conspiracy  is  already  broad  enough  to 
deal  with  cases  of  illegal  combination 
which,  hare  been  established,  and  that, 
of  course,  will  be  continued. 

INLAND    REVENUE  DEPARTMENT- 
LOWER  DIVISION  OLEUKS. 

Mb.  PICKEBSOILL  asked  the  Fi- 
nancial Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther a  petition  was  received  in  August 
last  from  the  Lower  Division  Clerks  of 
liie  Inland  Bevenue  Department  praying 
for  an  extension  of  their  present  annuu 
leave  of  twenty-one  days  to  twenty-eight 
days  after  five  years'  approved  servioe; 
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whethfir  the  Lower  Division  Clerks  in 
nearly  all  Pablic  Offloee  are  in  the  en- 
joyment of  at  leaet  twenty-eight  days* 
leave,  and  that  even  in  the  Inland  Be- 
venae  Department  a  number  of  Officers 
of  the  Minor  Bstablishmeots  are  already 
in  the  enjoyment  of  twenty<eight  days' 
annual  leave ;  whether  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  has  received  the  approval  of 
uie  head  of  their  Department;  and, 
whether,  in  these  drcumatances,  the 
Treasary  will  sanction  the  extension  of 
leave  prOTedfor? 

Tin  SEORETAST  to  thi  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowleb)  :  The  Peti- 
tion of  the  Lower  Division  Clerks  of  the 
Inland  Rerenue  Department  was  re- 
ceived in  the  Treofiury  in  August  last. 
Heads  of  Departments  fix  the  amount 
of  leave  to  be  given  to  clerks  of  the 
Lower  Division  in  their  offices  within  a 
maximum  of  28  days ;  but  many  im- 
portant Departments,  includingthe  Trea- 
sury itself,  allow  less  than  28  days.  The 
Oommiasioners  of  Inland  Eevenue  ad- 
vocate a  uniform  rate  o'f  leave  to  clerks 
of  the  Lower  Division.  The  persons  in 
the  minor  establishments  of  the  loland 
lievenue  Department,  referred  to  in  the 
Question  as  enjoying  28  days*  leave, 
WOT8  appointed  bexore  the  establishment 
of  the  Lower  Division,  and  new  ap- 
pointees do  not  reoeive  more  leave  than 
18  eranted  to  Lower  Division  Clerks. 
Wiw  regard  to  the  last  paragraph  of 
the  hon.  Member's  Question,  I  beg  to 
state  that,  pending  the  decision  of  the 
general  questions  raised  by  the  Lower 
Division  Clerks,  it  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  inexpedimt  to  decide  this  particular 
question. 

SAVINGS  IN  IKELAND— REPORTS. 
Me.  MITCHELL  HENBY  aehed  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  any  Reports  on 
Savings  in  Ireland,  such  as  was  supplied 
by  Dr.  Hancock  in  1875,  have  been  made 
to  the  Government ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  lay  Copies  of  them  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House ;  or,  if  not^  whether 
he  will  direct  that  such  Bej^orto  be  pre- 
pared by  the  prasent  Begiatrar  Gene- 
ral? 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  John 
Hoblet)  :  Yes,  Sir ;  a  Report  was  made 
on  this  subject  so  late  as  the  10th  of  last 
month,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  lay  a 
oopy  of  it  on  the  Table. 

Mr.  PickfTtfiiU 


METROFOLIS-OSaANIZAnON  OF 
THB  POLICB. 

Colonel  SAl^DYS  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  he  will  be  prepared  duortly  to 
recommend  for  the  consideratioii  of  Una 
House  a  complete  scheme  for  the  or^ 
ganization  and  better  administering  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  Force,  intend- 
ing the  building  of  proper  police  bar- 
racks at  various  tactical  points  in  the 
Metropolis ;  and,  whether,  having  in 
view  the  increasing- audacity  of  the  cri- 
minal classes,  he  will  be  prepared  to  re- 
commend the  formation  of  an  efi&cieat 
detective  force,  s^iarate  in  adouniatra- 
tion  from  the  remainder  of  the  police, 
and  composed  of  men  specially  qualified 
for  the  tracing  and  detection  of  crime? 

Thb  SECREIABT  of  STAT£  (Mr 
Obildebs)  :  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber may  rest  assured  that  I  will  lose  no 
time  in  forwarding  the  inquirj  I  am 
about  to  make  into  the  organisation  of 
the  police,  and  in  commnnicating  my 
notion  upon  it  to  the  House.  A  detec- 
tive force,  such  as  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  describes,  is  already  iu  exist- 
ence, having  been  constituted  eabse- 
quently  to  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  detective 
system  in  1877.  But  I  must  dispute 
altogether  the  hon.  and  gallant  Membei's 
assumption  thattheaudaoityof  theorimi- 
nal  classes  is  increasing.  Ontheoontraiy, 
they  are,  I  am  glad  to  say,  from  year  to 
year  diminishing  in  number,  and  are  be- 
coming much  less  formidable. 

METROPOLIS-POLICE  REGULATIONS 
FOR  DOGS. 

Mr.  MACFARLANE  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, If  his  attention  has  been  called  ts 
the  Police  Regulation  enforcing  the 
muzzling  ef  dogs  in  the  Metrop(^B, 
and  to  the  ineffli»cy  of  such  a  regula- 
tion while  the  importation  of  dogs  into 
London  from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom 
is  permitted  ;  and,  if  he  will  consider 
the  propriety  of  extending  the  order  over 
the  whole  Country,  or  of  wi&drawing  it 
in  London  ? 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Childbss)  :  In  reply  to  my  hon.  Frieod, 
I  would  say  that  I  have  no  means  of 
preventing  the  importation  of  dogs  into 
London.    Of  course,  wnen  they  onoe 
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arrive  here  they  become  subject  to  the 
police  regulations,  and  have  to  submit 
to  them.  How  far  those  regulations 
can  be  relaxed  will  depend  upon  what 
the  Foltoe  Authorities  report  to  me,  and 
what  they  considM  to  be  oonsistent  with 
the  public  safety.  I  have  no  power  to 
eztnid  the  order  over  the  whole  country ; 
but  a  Oircular  was  issued  by  my  Frede- 
oessor  in  December  last)  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  Local  Authorities  to  the 
increase  of  values,  and  suggesting  the  { 
enforcement  of  the  Dog  Act 

Ms.  MACJFAELAN£  asked  whether 
it  was  not  the  fact  that  dogs  might  go 
unmuzzled  in  the  City ;  and,  were  there 
Bzty  means  of  preventing  unmazzled  doge 
straying  Arom  the  City  to  the  West  End  ? 

Mr.  OHILDERS,  in  reply,  said,  the 
regulations  applied  both  to  the  Oity  and 
the  West  End ;  but  there  were  many 
r^pilattons  as  affecting  the  City  and  the 
rest  of  the  Metropolis  which  it  would  be 
difficult  to  justify. 

SiK  E.  ASSHETON  CE08S  asked 
to  what  extent  had  there  been  a  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  cases  of  rabies 
and  of  hydrophobia  sinoe  the  polioe 
order  had  been  issued? 

Mb.  0HIXJ)£RS  said,  he  would  be 
quite  willing  to  give  a  Return  of  the 
number  of  dogs  arrested  since  the  order 
for  muszling,  and  also  the  number  of 
cases  of  rabies,  if  it  were  mored  £Dr  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

EGYPT— BRITISH  FORCE  ItT  EGYPT 
AND  THE  SOUDAN. 
Sm  QEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  "War,  If  he  can 
state  ^proximately  the  number  of  mm 
now  in  the  Militaty  service  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government  in  Egypt  and  the 
Soudan,  including  both  British  and 
Native  Indian  Scoops,  Commissariat, 
Transport,  and  other  employes,  and 
Marines  doing  Military  duty;  if  the 
cost  of  the  142,194  men  voted  in  the 
ordinary  Estimates  for  1886-6  (after  de- 
dueting  refiinda  other  than  real  eash  con- 
tributions) is  about  £133  10«.  per  head, 
includingboth  Effectives  and  Non-Effec- 
tives;  if  hecan  make  arough  approximate 
Estimate  of  the  additions  to  the  cost  of 
the  Effective  Force  in  Egypt,  on  account 
of  Foreign  allowances,  transport,  com- 
missariat, and  other  expenses  in  excess 
of  the  ordinary  average,  also  of  the  pro- 
portion of  Non-Effectives  belonging  to 
Be^iments  in  Egypt,  and  so  roughly 
eetimate  the  totaloost  of  Uie Force nov 


in  Egypt;  and,  if  he  will  state  how 
much  of  that  approximate  cost  has  been 
received  from  Egypt  in  the  present  year, 
how  much  is  expected  in  the  ensuing 
year,  and  how  much  will  fall  upon  the 
British  taxpayer  in  1886-7,  supposing 
the  Force  to  be  maintained  at  its  present 
strength  ? 

Thb  SEGEETAItY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
GAKPBBUfBANHEaicAN):  The  approxi- 
mate number  of  troops  in  Egypt  and 
I  the  Soudan  may  be  taken  as  17,600  Bri- 
tish troops,  2,900  Indian  troops^  and 
4,000  mphyis,  for  the  most  part  Natives. 
These  do  not  include  the  regimental 
Indian  foUowera  at  Suakin.  While 
giving  my  hon.  Friend  this  answer  as  to 
matters  of  fact,  I  oannot  undertake  to 
follow  him  into  his  calculation  of  cost, 
or  to  commit  myself  to  any  rough  ap- 
proximate estimate  of  expenses  connected 
with  the  occupation  of  Egypt.  There 
would  be  many  debatable  items  in  such 
an  estimate,  and  it  could  not  be  explained 
within  the  ordinary  limits  of  an  answer 
to  a  Question. 

Mb.  O'KELLT  asked,  whether  the 
ri|^t  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  any 
objection  to  give  a  Betum,  showing  tibe 
whole  cost  («  the  occupation  of  ^ypt 
since  the  English  troops  first  went 
there  7 

Me.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN, 
in  reply,  said,  the  Question  had  better 
be  addressed  to  the  Treasury. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Dilloit, 

Me.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
said,  he  could  not  now  state  the  number 
'  of  British  soldiers  at  Suakin;  but  if  the 
hon.  Member  moved  for  a  Betum  he 
would  be  happy  to  give  it. 

SEED  SUPPLY  (IRELAND)  ACT  —  THE 
SEED  RATE  —  POSTPONEMENT  OP 
PAYMENT  OF  FOURTH  INSTAL- 
MENT. 

Oozx>NXL  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  can  now  state  whether  he 

will,  in  consequence  of  the  present  de- 
pression, permit  such  unions  as  may  apply 
for  delay  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  Seed  Bate  for 
another  year  ? 

Thb  chief  SECRETABT  (Mr. 
JoBir  Moelbt)  :  I  am  at  present  unable 
to  answer  the  Question  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member.  I  have,  however,  to 
say  that  communications  are  now  in  pro- 
gress between  the  Irish  GoTemment  and 
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the  Trthaary,  and  the  retnlt  I  shall  he 
ahle  to  Btate  in  a  few  days. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)  — THE 
GALWAY  MAIl^. 

Colonel  NOLAN  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  If  any  memorials  or 
leports  have  been  reoetTed  at  the  Post 
Office  stating  that  Tuam  and  North 
Galway  hare  been  injured  rather  than 
helped  by  the  recent  acceleration  of 
the  mails  to  the  tovn  of  Oalway,  and 
if  he  would  take  steps  to  enable  Tuam 
to  benefit  by  the  acceleration  of  the 
mails;  if  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Railway 
Company  which  leases  the  Tuam  line 
only  receives  19».  a-week  for  carrying' 
the  mails  by  day  16^  miles,  and  if  the 
mails  are  carried  by  night  at  a  cost  of 
£166  by  car ;  if  it  is  possible  to  come  to 
some  agreement  with  the  Hailway  by 
which  the  mails  could  be  forwarded  at 
once  to  Dublin  or  Taam,  instead  of  wait- 
ingtwoandahalfhours  at  Atfaenry;  and, 
if  he  could,  at  night,  replace  the  car 
service  by  a  train  service  to  and  from 
Tuam? 

Tub  SEOKETABY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  FowtBE) :  Memo- 
rials have  been  reoeired  on  the  snbjeot 
referred  to,  including  a  written  statement 
from  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
himself,  and  are  undergoing  careful 
examination.  The  existing  payments 
for  the  mail  service  are  correctly  stated 
in  the  Questioa.  It  is  feared  that  the 
substitution  of  trains  for  the  car  which 
conveys  the  night  mail  to  Tuam  would 
confer  little,  if  any,  postal  advantage, 
while  the  co3t  would  be  undoubtedly 
large.  But  both  this  point  and  the 
qnestion  whether  an  improvement  of 
tne  day  mail  is  feasible  shall  be  fully 
oonsidwed. 

IRELAND-LORD  RANDOLPH 
OHUROHICiL   AT   BELFAST  —  EXTRA 
FOLIOB. 

Kb.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 

At  whose  instigation  the  large  extra 
force  of  police  was  brought  to  Belfast, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  visit  of 
Lord  Randolph  Churchill ;  and,  firom 
what  fund  the  expense  incurred  will  be 
defrayed  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  :  The  extra  force  of 
police  was  sent  to  Belfast  on  the  occa- 
sion referred  to  on  the  recommenda- 

Jfi*.  John  Morlejf 


tion  of  the  Mayor,  the  resident  iiia> 
giftrates,  the  divisional  magiBtrate, 
and  the  town  inspector.  Jn  regard  to 
the  second  paragraph  of  the  QaestioD,  I 
have  to  say  that  it  is  usnal  to  charge  tlie 
moiety  of  the  extra  force  on  ike  lonUtj, 
I  am  informed  that  it  is  the  CQatom  to 
abrogate  that  rale  in  the  cases  of  Bojid 
and  Tice-regal  visits ;  bvt  this  was  not  s 
visit  of  that  diaraoter. 

EaYPT— IRRIGATION  WORKS  ANB 
FOROBD  LABOtTR. 

Sib  BERNHABD  SAUTTELSON 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  aoy  informa- 
tion has  been  received ;  recently  from  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring,  aa  to  the  progress  «( 
irrigation  works  aud  to  the  aboUtion  ol 
forced  labour  in  Egypt ;  whether  papers 
on  these  subjects  will  be  laid  before 
Parliament  shortly;  and,  whether  tke^ 
can,  without  inconvenience,  be  pree«)ted 
separately  from  any  other  Papers  relating 
to  Egypt  ? 

The  UNDER  SEORETART  of 
STATE  (Mr.  Bbtce)  :  Some  Eeporis 
as  to  the  progress  of  irrigation  works  in 
Eg^t  have  b«en  received ;  but  thete  ii 
no  detailed  information  of  b  very  recent 
date.  Colonel  Monorieff,  who  is  at  tbe 
head  of  the  Irrigation  Department,  hu 
obtained  a  grant  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  Guaranteed  Loan  for  the  purpose  of 
making  preliminary  studies  before  snb- 
mitting  plans  for  larger  operations- 
Reports  have  been  received,  and  cor- 
respondence is  still  passing,  as  to  &e 
means  of  effecting  the  entire  abolition  of 
forced  labour  in  Egypt.  A  system  of 
commatiog  the  obligation  for  a  mone; 
payment  has  already  been  tried  as  an 
experiment  in  certain  districts.  There 
will  be  no  objection  to  presentiog  the 
Papers  on  these  subjects  in  a  separit* 
form,  as  the  hon.  Baronet  dmires,  u 
soon  as  a  definite  decision  has  b«n 
taken. 

THE  IRISH  LAND  OOtTRT— APPEAlBffl 
WESTMEATH. 
Mb.  TUITE  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
taiy  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  injustice  inflicted  upon  the  tensnt 
farmers  of  Westmeath  by  reason  of  their 
being  obliged  to  go  to  Dublin  to  hare 
their  appeal  cases  heard  before  the 
Chief  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Court; 
whether  tenants  oC  erery  kind  are  b^g 
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bronglti  to  Dublin  to  liaTe  their  oaaw 

tried,  and  that  it  musk  neoessarilj 
liappen  that  the  poorer  class  are  totally 
unable  to  bear  the  expense  of  bringing 
their  solicitor,  valuer,  and  other  wit- 
nesses up,  where  in  all  probability  they 
would  have  to  keep  them  for  a  few  days ; 
whedier,  in  consequence  of  this,  a  large 
number  of  poor  tenants  are  being 
obliged  to  settle  with  their  landlords  upon 
worse  terms  than  they  would  be  fairly 
entitled  to  from  the  Conrt;  and,  whether, 
having  regard  to  tho  above  facts,  and 
that  MuUingar,  the  Assize  town  of  the 
oonnty,  is  only  60  miles  froni  the  Metro- 
polis he  will  direct  the  Ohief  Oommis- 
aioner  to  proceed  to  Uullingar  for  the 
purpose  oi  bearing  the  appeals  now 
pending? 

Thh  ohief  SEORETAET  (Mr. 
John  Moblet)  :  The  Land  Oommis- 
sioners  report  that  Section  47  of  the 
Land  Law  Act  enables  them  to  determine 
any  appeal  tn  Dublin,  or,  at  their 
discretion,  to  prooeed  to  any  place  in 
Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
appeals.  They  have  arranged  their 
uttings  in  the  country,  so  as  to  afford  the 
utmost  possible  convenience  to  suitors, 
and  witJi  that  object  have  sat  in  the 
most  remote  places ;  but  it  is  absolutely 
impraotioable  for  them  to  comply  with 
GVBTy  request  made  to  them  as  to 
vhere  their  Oourt  shall  be  held.  Their 
sittings  £or  the  present  year  have  been 
arranged  and  advertised,  and  cannot 
now  M  altered.  Th^  sit  in  21  different 
districts  in  Ireland,  uid  as  they  must 
be  in  Dublin  every  alternate  week  for 
administrative  business  they  hear  ap- 
peals from  the  Province  of  Leinster 
during  that  week,  and  thus  press  on 
their  business  with  the  greatest  possible 
despatch.  A  separate  sitting  at  Mnllin- 
gar  could  not  be  held. 

POST  OFFICE— EXTRA  POSTAGE. 

Mr.  E.  E.  COOK  (for  Mr.  Bjtohikq) 
asked  the  Financial  Seoretarf  to  the 
treasury.  If  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  hardship  and  inconvenience 
experienced  by  a  large  number  of  rural 
householders,  chiefly  of  the  labouring 
olass,  by  reason  of  their  letters  being 
delivered  at  irregular  intervals,  and  then 
only  on  payment  of  extra  postage ;  and, 
whether  he  will  consider  the  practica- 
bility of  extending  the  distance  in  coun* 
try  districts  within  which  letters  are  deli- 
vered  daily  on  bearing  the  penny  stamp?. 
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Tbb  SEOBETABY  to  tsb  TBEA- 

8UKT  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlie)  :  The 
extension  of  the  free  delivery  of  letters 
to  all  inhabited  houses  would  entail 
a  very  serious  expenditure.  The  at- 
tention of  the  Post  Office  is,  however, 
constantly  directed  to  the  extenaion 
of  the  free  delivery  in  rural  parts,  and 
facilities  are  afforded  wherever  the  cir- 
cumstance^ after  careful  inquiry,  ap- 
pear to  justify  the  outlay  involved. 

PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRELAND)^ 
HARBOUR  WORKS  AT  COSTELLO 
AMD  £ILEERBIN,  CO.  GALWAY. 

Ma.  FOLEY  asked  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Xiovd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
The  cause  of  the  delay  in  commencing 
the  worka  for  the  harbours  of  Costello 
and  Kilkerrin,  county  Galway ;  and, 
when  the  recommendation  of  the  Piers 
and  Harbours  Oonunissioners  for  these 
works  was  sanctioned  ? 

The  chief  SECBETAEY  (Mr. 
John  Moillet)  :  As  regards  the  firat- 
named  of  these  places  it  is  expected  that 
the  work  will  be,  commenced  within  a 
week.  There  has  been,  I  am  informed, 
no  unnecessary  delay.  The  Fishery  Piers 
and  Harbours  Oommusion,  have  not  yet 
made  a  final  7ec<unmeadation  re^ieotiag 
Kilkwrin. 

NAVT— USE  OF  A  GUNBOAT  BT  THE 
BESIDENT  MAGISTRATE  AT 
BANTRT. 

Ma.  T.  C.  HABBINGTON  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  it 
is  true  that  one  of  Her  Majesty's  gun- 
boats has  been,  for  the  past  two  years, 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  resident 
magistrate  in  Bantry,  for  the  special 
purpose  of  conveying  him  on^e  in  the 
fortnight  to  the  Petty  Sessions  District 
in  Castletown ;  whether  it  is  true  that  a 
public  steamer  plies  regularly  in  the 
bay,  by  which  tbis  genUeman  could  be 
:  conveyed  for  the  sum  of  four  shillings, 
and  the  journey  may  be  also  performed 
by  publio  car ;  and,  if  so,  what  special 
reason  exists  for  giving  this  gentleman 
the  use  of  a  ship  of  war ;  and,  whether 
it  ia  on  his  responsibility  that  Mr. 
«Payne,  the  agent  of  the  Earl  of  Bantry, 
is  UBo  allowed  to  travel  as  a  passenger  on 
board  the  gunboat  when  visiting  the 
district  to  ceiieet  rent  ? 

The  SKCBETABY  to  xbk  ADMI- 
EALTY  (Mr.  Hibbekt),  in  reply,  said, 
that,  in  the  firat  place,  it  was  true  that 
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Major  Warborton  was  allowed  to  use  the 
gunboat  xefdned  to,  the  Briiamart,  bj 
special  permission  ol  Dublin  OasUe.  It 
was  also  ferae  that  a  public  Bteamer  plied 
ragularlyinthe  bay.  Hefaadnoinforma* 
tion  that  Mr.  Payne  Ravelled  in  the  Bri- 
toKurt  with  M^jor  Warbnrfcoa ;  but,  if  be 
did  so,  it  was  as  a  gaest  of  the  captain. 

OTPBTJS  (FINANCE,  Ac.}. 

OoLOHBL  BBIDGEMAK  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Oolo- 
nies,  Whether  any  part  of  the  rerennes 
of  (Mmis  is  used  to  pay  the  interest  of 
the  Turkish  Loan  of  1855,  guaranteed 
by  England  and  France;  whether  France, 
who  divides  with  England  the  respon- 
sibility for  this  pay  moot  bears  her 
share,  or  wheUier  the  whole  is  paid  by 
Cyprus  ;  and,  if  Cyprus  pays  the  whole, 
ox  a  part,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
vernment  propose  to  take  any  steps  to 
relieve  the  Cypriots  from  paying  the 
liabilities  ot  England  and  France  ? 

Thb  under  SEOEETAEY  or 
STATE  (Mr.  OaBOKRBMoaQAH):  Under 
Ajtaole  8  of  the  Ang^o-Turkish  Conven- 
iiott  of  1878|  an  annual  sum,  now  aseer- 
tained  to  be  £92,800,  was  agreed  to  be 
mid  to  Turkey  out  of  the  revenues  of 
Cyprus.  This  anm  when  paid  ceased  to 
be  part  of  the  revenues  ox  Cyprus,  and 
became  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  Otto- 
man Empire.  Turkey  having,  since 
1 876,  oearod  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  Turkish  Loan  of  1855, 
guaranteed  by  England  and  France 
(excepting  so  far  as  that  interest  is 
charged  on  the  I^yptian  Tribute),  this 
sum  of  £92,800  is  paid  over  to  a  special 
aooount  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and  is, 
with  the  acquiescence  of  Turkey,  nlti- 
matel^r  applied  to  make  good  the  default 
of  Turkey  in  payment  of  that  int«est. 
It  is  one  of  tne  first  rules  of  equity 
that,  wbere  one  or  two  guarantors  gets 
hold  of  an  asset  belonging  to  the  de- 
faultbg  guaranteed  person,  he  must 
share  the  benefit  of  it  with  his  co- 
guarantor,  and  in  complianoe  with  this 
well-known  rule  the  money  so  received 
is  applied  to  make  good  payments  which 
otherwise  would  have  to  be  met  by  the 
two  guaranteeing  Powers,  England  and 
France.  The  mtimate  application  of 
the  fund  can  make  no  possible  difference 
to  Cyprus ;  because,  under  the  Anglo- 
Turkish  Convention,  that  Island  is  bound 
in  any  case  to  pay  the  £93,800  a-year, 
and  if  it  waa  not  required  for  ^e  ser- 
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vioe  of  ihB  Guaranta^d  Debt,  itwrnli 
go  to  Turkey. 

EGYPT— KEDALS  AND  GRATXHTIES- 
H.M.S.  "JUMNA." 

Me.  VANDEEBYL  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  tiis 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  will  be  plesud 
to  reconsider  their  Letter,  A.  O.  M.  21, 
of  the  27tb  Noramber  1885,  bywhick 
H.M.S.  Jumna  was  omitted  £roia  tk«  list 
of  ships  entitled  to  participate  in  the 
award  of  medals  and  gratuities  Ut  the 
late  Snakin  Campaign  by  Parliamentar; 
grant,  that  ship  having  been  seventeen 
days  alongside  the  camp  in  the  inner 
harbour  of  Suakin  dnrmg  a  time  »f 
actual  hostilities  in  the  neighboorhood 
(and  within  the  requisite  dates),  ind 
employed  embarking  wonnde<^ 
having  especial  regaid  to  the  fact  that 
in  1884,  when  the  Jumna  was  simiUrlj 
employed,  her  officers  and  men  wen 
granted  both ;  and,  whether,  under  theee 
circumstances,  the  Admindty  will  be- 
stow the  said  medals  and  batta  on  thou 
officers  and  men  of  the  /tmna  prassDi  in 
her  at  Suakin  in  April  and  May  1S85  not 
atready  in  possession  of  the  deooratan 
or  previous^  granted  biUta  ? 

The  SECBETABT  to  tbr  ADHI- 
EALTY  (Mr.  Hibbxbt)  :  It  is  not  cos* 
sidered  desirable  to  reverse  tbe  deoinoB 
arrived  at  by  the  previous  Board,  that 
the  award  of  the  medal  and  gratoitr 
should  be  limited  to  warships  engaged 
in  the  defence  of  Suakin  and  to  etore- 
ships  and  other  vessels  which  bad  been 
employed  for  a  leogthened  period  duiiog 
the  operations.  The  troopship  Jumnt 
was  at  Suakin  on  two  different  ocoasiou,  , 
and  only  IS  days  inclusive.  It  is  trae 
that  the  t/iiMfM  received  the  gratuity  and 
decorations  for  the  previous  campaign 
in  1884  ;  but  the  period  of  her  semce  at 
the  base  of  operations  extended  oret 
nearly  the  whole  period  for  which  the 
award  was  made.  I  may  also  add,  that 
it  would  be  altogether  a  new  priaopl* 
to  award  medau  or  gratuities  to  sniM 
only  of  the  crew,  merely  on  the  gronsd 
that  they  did  not  get  them  for  the  former 
campaign. 

COMMUTATION  OF  PENSIONS. 
Mb.  BEADLAUGH  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  The  name  of  the 
trustee  now  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown  in  the  matter  of  a  earn  ot 
£229,000  iurested  to  secure  the  per- 
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pfltaal  animal  payment  of  £6,870  to  the 
jbake  of  Ghrafton ;  and,  wfaetlm*  he  viU 
lay  upon  the  Table  a  Oopy  of  the  De^ 
olaranon  executed  by  the  pretoat  tntd- 
tees? 

The  SEOBETAItT  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  H.  H.  Fottler)  :  Tbe  Trns- 
tee  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  is  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being. 
The  present  Trustees  were  appointed  by 
deed,  and  there  was  no  express  deolara* 
tion  of  trast  executed  by  the  present 
Trustees.  They  were  appointed  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Acts  46  Geo.  III.  e.  79, 
and  65  Om.  III.  o.  63.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  wonld  refer  to  those  Acts, 
they  would  put  him  in  possession  of  all 
the  circumstances. 

Mb.  BEADLAUGH  asked  whether 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  that  the 
Treasury  had  already  said  that  there 
was  no  dedaration  of  trust,  and  that  the 
reason  given  was  that  it  was  not  re- 
quired ?   

Mk.  H.  H.  fowler  :  Yes ;  that  is 
exactly  the  purport  of  my  answer. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  aeted  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  The  respective 
dates  of  the  several  declarations  of  trust 
executed  in  reference  to  lands  purchased 
out  of  tbe  sum  invested  to  secure  the 
perpetual  annual  payment  of  £19,000 
to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  the 
names  of  the  trustees  in  each  case ;  and, 
if  he  will  allow  the  several  deeds  to  be 
inspected  by  honourable  Members? 

Mb.  H.  H.  FCWLER  :  There  is  no 
information  at  the  Treasurjr  aa  to  the 
dates  of  the  documents  referred  to,  or 
the  names  of  the  Trustees  in  each  case. 

1  understand  that  the  conveyance  of  the 
lands  is  made  for  the  same  uses  as  the 
annual  pa3rment  of  £19,000,  and  the 
bon.  Member  will  find  considerable  in- 
formation in  the  Act  1  Vict.  c.  34,  and 
the  Duke  of  Richmond's  Settled  Estates 
Act  of  1868.  The  Treasury  has  no  con- 
trol over  those  deeds,  which  are  in  the 
custody  of  the  noble  Duke,  either  at 
Goodwood  or  Gordon  Oastle. 

BURIA  L8— LEGISLATION— BURIAL 
GROUNDS  BILL. 

Mb.  RICHARD  asked  the  Secretary 

02  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  the  Government  will,  at  an 
early  period,  re-introdnoe  the  Burial 
Qxounds  Bill  brought  in  last  Session,  or 
some  other  measure  which  will  remove 
the  difficulties  now  experienced  burial 


authorities  in  making  suitable  and  eqnj(- 
aUe  provision  for  interments  in  paro- 
diial  bnrialplaees? 

The  SEORETART  op  STATE  (Mr. 
OmtDBBs)  :  My  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  will 
ask  leave  to  introdnoe,  on  behalf  ox  the 
Government,  a  Bill  similar  to  the  one 
introduced  in  1885. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELEOTION  OF 
GUARDIANS—UK.  JOSEPH  D.  GRIBB, 
CLERK  OF  THE  OAVAN  UNION. 
Mb.  MATJRIOE  HBALY  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  coodnot  of  Mr.  Josej^ 
D.  Grier,  clerk  of  the  Oavan  Poor  Law 
Board,  in  conneotlou  with  the  coming 
election  of  Poor  Law  Guardians  for  tiiat 
Union;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
Nationalist  ratepayers  of  the  Union, 
having  lodged  a  large  number  of  claims 
to  vote,  Mr.  Grier  acting  as  returning 
officer,  has  issued  an  advertisement  in 
the  local  papers  (Anglo-Celt  of  the  20th 
instant)  requiring  "documentary  evi- 
dence in  support  of  all  claims  to  vote  " 
lodged  since  the  last  election ;  what 
powers  a  returning  officer  has  to  require 
"documentary"  evidence  in  support  of 
claims  to  vote,  such  claims  beiug  in 
many  cases,  from  their  nature,  incapable 
of  being  so  8upXK>rted ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  medium  of  advertisemoit 
selected  as  a  substitate  for  direct  com- 
munication is  one  whieh  is  ezeeedingly 
unlikely  to  come  under  the  notice  (n  a 
large  proportion  of  the  daimante ;  whe- 
ther the  proceeding  in  question  is  taken 
under  the  6  and  7  Vic.  c.  92,  s.  26 ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  that  enactment,  being 
limited  to  particular  cases  in  which  a  re« 
turning  officer  "  has  reasonable  cause  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  any  claim  to 
vote,"  the  Local  Government  Board  will 
direct  Mr.  Grier  to  abandon  his  proposed 
general  court  of  inquiry,  and  to  issue 
voting  papers  to  all  claimants  except  in 
particular  cases  in  which  doubt  has  been 
thrown  on  the  correctness  of  any  claim, 
and  the  claimant,  after  notice  directly 
nven,  hiM  foiled  to  satisfy  him ;  whether 
it  is  the  fact  that  a  huve  number  of  the 
daimants  live  at  oonsiderable  distances, 
in  some  oases  as  much  as  ten  miles,  from 
the  board  room  where  Mr.  Grier  pro- 
poses  to  hold  bis  court,  and  would  bo 
put  to  great  inconvenience  by  being 
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oompeUed  needlessly  to  aitmd  there; 
asd,  wbetfaer  it  ia  the  fast  that  Ht. 
Grier's  aotton  is  eotirsly  without  pr«ce- 
dent? 

The  chief  8E0KETARY  (Mr. 
Jo3EiH  Moblxt)  :  The  Looal  GhiTernment 
Board  assare  me  that  they  are  unable, 
at  this  ittMBent,  to  give  any  ioformatian 
in  answer  to  this  Question,  it  not  haring 
appeared  in  time.  I  shall  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  repeat  the  Question  in  two  or 
three  days. 

Mit.  MAimiOB  HEALTi  I  shall  re- 
peat it  in  its  original  form. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  must  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  Question  to  which 
he  refers  in  its  original  form  as  put  at 
the  Table  was  out  of  Order,  and  I  dis- 
idlowed  it. 

Mb.  MAUSIOE  HEALY:  I  will 
have  the  Qneation  in  such  a  form  as  will 
oonform  with  the  Bules  of  Order. 

METBOPOUB-SUNDAY  MEETIKQB 
m  THE  PAJIK8. 

Captain  FELLOWES  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Wheth«,  in  eonsequeDce  of  the 
permiflsion  accorded  to  Socialist  and 
other  societies  to  hold  meetings  in  the 
public  parks  on  Sundays,  it  is  intended 
on  such  occasions  to  confine  the  Troops 
to  barracks;  and,  if  so,  whether  notice 
to  that  effect  will  be  given  to  Oommand- 
ing  Officers  of  regiments  in  Zx)ndOD,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  able  to  grant  the 
usual  weekly  half-holiday  on  some  other 
day  of  the  week  to  men  who  aire  not  on 
duty? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Childebb):  In  reply  to  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
oonrae  to  be  taken  in  each  particular 
ease  must  necessarily  depend  on  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  If  those  cir- 
onmataaccs  should  require  that  troops 
should  be  held  in  readiness,  the  earliest 
possible  notice  would  be  given  to  the 
commanding  officers.  I  hope  that  in  the 
ftiture,  as  in  the  past,  this  neeeanty  may 
sdidom  arise. 

TBADiE  AUB  COMUERGE— FALSELT 

MABgwn  GOODS. 
Mr.  HICKMAN  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  "Whether  he  will 
give  inetmctions  to  stop  at  the  port  of 
entry  all  goods  coming  from  abroad 
which  bear  marks  falsely  indicating  that 
they  ore  maoufaotsied  in  this  Country  ? 


The  PBBSIDENT  (Mr.  MtmiBCLi): 
The  Customs  do  not  in  this  matter  act 
under  the  direction  of  the  fioard  of 
Trade,  but  of  the  Troamry.  They  in- 
form me  that  they  do  their  utmost  to 
stop  the  importation  of  goods  beuiDg 
the  name  of  a  place  in  this  country 
which  wonld,  from  its  Teputatifln  ist 
particular  moBufsotareB,  unpart  a  spe- 
cial character  or  reputation  to  the  goods 
bearing  such  name ;  eoid  ihey  have  re* 
cently  seized  and  condemned  ssTenl 
cases  of  cutlery  imported  from  abroad, 
marked  with  the  brand  of  Sheffield, 
which  were  not  of  Sheffield  manufacture. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  A.  O'Conkob, 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  said,  that  he  vai 
not  aware  of  foreign  goods  being  marked 
with  Sheffield  brands  by  Sheffield  men ; 

but  he  bad  heard  that  such  was  the  caw, 
and  he  would  be  very  glad  (o  see  sacli 
fraudulent  practices  stopped. 

Mb.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  Whether  the 
only  case  of  false  marking  discovered  in 
Sheffield  was  not  in  the  case  of  a  charge 
brought  against  the  proprietor  of  a  local 
Radical  paper,  who  had  sold  very  cheap 
and  bad  spectacles  under  a  description 
which  did  not  belong  to  them  ? 

Mr.  MUNDELLA,  in  reply,  said, 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  anything  of  the 
kind  having  occurred.  If  the  profffietor 
of  the  Radical  paper  in  question  had  sold 
spectacles  of  foreign  make  marked  as 
English,  the  probability  was  that  be  had 
been  also  imposed  upon,  as  others  might 
be,  by  goods  so  imj^orted  and  falsely 
marked.  He  thought  it  was  a  deplorable 
thiog  that,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  the 
good  name  of  any  town  should  be  pirated 
by  a  false  mark. 

EGYPT— THE  WAR  IN  THE  SOtJDAM- 
ENGUSH   AbTD  AUEKIOAK 
PUMPS. 

Mr.  HICKMAN  asked  the  Secrainy 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  he  has  re- 
ceived any  ioformali(m  as  to  the  respee* 
tive  behaviour  of  the  English  and 
American  pumps  that  were  sent  to 
Suakim ;  and,  if  he  has,  if  he  will  oom- 
munioate  it  to  the  House  ? 

The  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Woodall)  (who  re- 
plied) said :  The  advance  on  Berber 
having  been  countermanded  before  tiis 
landing  of  the  pumps  eent  to  Soakin, 
there  was  net  an  opportunity  for  testing 


Digitized  by 


IMS  Poii  OJh»  [llAfioa 

the  merits  of  tiie  reenpectira  syBtems. 
Later  triate  ouideinEnglaadJiaTe.Iiow* 
ever,  led  to  the  oondlttBton  tkat  it  ie 

Eotaibie  to  obtun  the  results  prodaoed 
J  the  Ameorican  piiin{M,  wi&  Soffliah 
apparatus  whuth.  requires  mooh  less  rael. 

ARHT-PRINCE  HENRT  OF 

BATTENBEBG. 

Mb.  LABOTJOHEEE  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  Whether  he  wil^ 
inform  himself  if  the  appointment  of 
Prince  Henry  of  Battonborg  to  a  Cap- 
taincy in  the  Begiment  of  the  1st  Life 
Guards  is  contemplated ;  and,  if  so,  whe- 
ther the  I^Dce  Henry  will  be  called 
upon  to  pass  the  usual  examination ;  and, 
irbether  the  rank  will  be  honorary,  or 
be  will  receive  the  pay  attached  to  a 
Begimenfal  Oaptaincy  ? 

The  SEORETABT  of  STATE  (Mr. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERiLAN) :  It  wiU  be  time 
enough  to  consider  these  Questions  when 
any  proposal  on  the  subject  is  brought 
before  me.  I  informed  my  hon.  Friend 
on  Friday  last,  that  no  proposal  on  this 
subject  had  been  submitted  to  me.  No 
trace  of  any  such  proposal  exists  in  the 
reoords  of  the  "War  Office ;  and  I  am 
afraid  I  can  hardly  undertake,  as  he  now 
suggests  that  I  should,  to  inquire  whe- 
ther this  non-ejistent  proposal  is,  or  may 
have  been,  contemplated.  lamataloss 
to  know  how  I  should  proceed,  or  where 
I  should  stop,  if  I  commenced  such  in- 
quiries ;  and,  I  think  my  hon.  Friend 
will  ^ree  that  it  is  better  for  me  to  con- 
tent myself  with  tho  consideration  of 
cases  when  they  actually  arise.  I  have, 
therefore,  not  considered  the  points  of 
detail  to  which  the  latter  part  of  his 
Question  refers. 

ARMY  —  EFFECTS  OF   A  DECEASED 
SOLDIER-CASE  OF  DENKTS 
M-BONNELL. 

Mb.  OfKELLY  asked  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  Dennis 
M'DonneH,  of  the  37tfa  Foot,  died  19 
years  ago,  leaving  effects  valued  at 
£14  2».  7^^. ;  whether  application  was 
made  by  Michael  M'Donnell,  of  Cut' 
gowan,  Strokestown,  for  this  property 
as  next  beir ;  whether  he  received  the 
sum  of  £2  lis.  6d.  sixteen  years  ago  ; 
and,  whether  there  is  any  other  claimant 
in  the  balance ;  and,  if  not,  why  the 
aom  atill  in  the  hands  of  the  War  Office 
ifl  Aotpaid  0T«r  to  UiehAal  U'Doan^? 
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Thb  SEOEETARY  o»  state  (Mr. 
QAUPsBLL-BAirNsauAH) :  The  facte  are 
as  stated  in  the  QuesUon.  The  soldier's 
name  was,  however,  Ennis,  and  the 
relatives  who  bave  ap^ied  have  received 
their  share  as  such.  As  to  the  other  re- 
presentatives, none  othwa  have  nude  any 
claim,  and  tlwre  would  be  no  motive  for 
iaquixy. 

Mb.O*K;ELIiT:  Could  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  how  long  it  was  since 
the  money  was  paid,  and  whether  there 
have  been  any  appeals  for  the  balance  ; 
and,  also,  whether  the  Statue  of  Xamita* 
tions  would  not  be  a  bar  7 

Mb.  OAMPBELL-BANNEBMAN: 
It  is  not  a  bar. 

POST  OFFICE  ([RELAND)— POST 
OFFICE  AT  CLASHAGANNY. 

Ma.  O'KELLY  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is 
true  that,  in  October  1884,  a  guarantee 
of  £5  was  paid  for  the  establishment  of 
a  post  office  at  the  Gross  Boads  of 
Olaahaganny  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  hotuehuders  of  about  twenty  town- 
lands  in  that  neighbourhood ;  whether, 
on  tbe  receipt  of  the  £5  so  paid,  the 
authorities  in  Dublin  established  an 
office  a  half  an  English  mile  away  in  an 
inoonveuient  and  unsuitable  spot,  on  the 
borders  of  the  waste  farms  of  Roscom- 
mon; whether  seven- eighths  of  the  house- 
holders, including  the  original  guaran- 
tors, protested  by  petition  against  the 
establishment  of  the  office  at  any  other 
place  than  the  Cross  Koads  of  Clasha- 
ganny ;  and,  whether,  under  the  oircum- 
stances,  he  will  take  stops  to  remove  the 
poet  office  to  the  Cross  Koads  ? 

TiiB  SECRETARY  to  tub  TBEA- 
SUBT  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbb):  Under  a 
guarantee  of  £5  a-year  a  rost  Office 
was  opened  on  the  let  February, 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Flanagan,  in 
thecentre  of  the townlandof  Olaahaganny, 
at  a  distance  of  between  300  and  400 
yards  from  the  Cross  Roads.  No  pledgo 
was  given  that  the  office  should  be  at  the 
Cross  Roads.  On  the  conlxary,  the 
guarantor  was  expressly  informed  that 
the  Department  could  not  undertake  to 
secure  the  appointment  for  his  nominee. 
After  the  establishment  of  the  office  a 
Memorial  was  received  praying  for  the 
removal  of  the  office  to  the  Cross  Roads ; 
but  nothing  would  be  gained  in  point  of 
public  convenience  by  the  zemoval  ol 
the  office,  and  the  a^Uoatioa  was  not 
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complied  with.  I  understand  that  the 
guarantee  will  not  be  oontiaued,  and  in 
that  case  I  fear  there  iriU  be  no  altw- 
native  bnt  to  close  the  ofiioe  altogether. 

ADHINIBTRATION  ASD 
EXPENBirUBXi. 

Mr.  BTLANBS  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  GoTemment,  at  au  earlj 
period  this  Session,  to  take  steps  for  the 
appointment  of  Select  Committees  to  in- 
quire into  the  Admioistration  and  Ex- 
penditure of  the  great  Spending  Depart- 
ments of  the  State  ? 

The  FIEST  LORD  (Mr.  "W.  E. 
Gladstonz),  in  reply,  said,  he  had  not 
abandoned  the  idea  referred  to  in  the 
Question  of  his  hon.  Friend;  buthemust 
take  a  week  or  two  to  consider  whether 
they  could  carry  out  their  intention 
during  the  present  Session,  having  re- 

gard  to  the  number  of  important  Select 
ommitteea  which  either  had  been  or 
were  about  to  be  appointed.  Such  a 
Oommittee,  whenerer  it  was  appointed, 
should  be  of  the  strongest  character. 

PARIS  INDUSTRIAL  EXHIBITION. 

Mr.  8PENSLEY  asked  the  First 
lA)rd  of  the  Treasury,  If  Her  Majesty's 
QoTemmeut  propose  to  take  part  in 
the  International  Exhibition  which  the 
French  E^ublic  has  announced  its 
intention  of  holding  in  Paris  during 
1889? 

Thb  FIEST  LOBD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone),  in  reply,  said,  that  no  com- 
munication with  respect  to  tKe  Exhibi- 
tion had  as  yet  been  received  &om  the 
IVench  Government ;  and,  therefore,  ^e 
time  had  not  yet  come  for  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  to  decide  whether  they 
would  take  part  in  it. 


IBELANB— LOBD  iLVNDOLPU 
OHUBCHILL  AT  BELFAST. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICES-BEAOH :  I 
wish  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Prune  Minister,  with  re- 
gard to  a  Notice  of  Motion  which  stands 
tenth  on  the  Paper  to-morrow,  and 
which  has  been  placed  there  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton).  It  re- 
lates to  certain  speeches  of  my  noble 
Friend  near  me  (Lord  Bandolph 
Churchill).  I  was  unable  to  be  in  my 
place,  unfortunately,  when  the  right 
non.  GflnUeman  on  Friday,  as  I  ander- 
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stand,  declined  to  afford  faoilitiee  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  for  the  porpoee 
of  the  discussion  of  ^e  Motion.  Sir,  on 
behalf,  not  only  of  my  noble  Friend,  but 
of  his  Colleagues  in  the  late  Govern- 
ment, I  venture  to  aak  the  tight  hon. 
Gentleman  to  reconsider  that  decdaion. 
The  charge  made  i^inst  my  noble 
Friend  is  a  very  grave  one — that  he  has 
attempted  to  intimidate  this  Hoose,  and 
been  inciting  Her  Majesty's  sohgeots  to 
civil  war.  The  oircumstances  of  the 
case  show  that  it  is  not  merely  a  chaige 
made  by  one  private  Member  of  this 
House  against  another  private  Member ; 
and,  therefore,  what  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  do  is  this— to 
exercise  bis  influence  with  those  hon. 
Members  on  his  side  of  the  House  who 
have  given  Notices  of  Motion  antorior 
to  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo,  in  order  that  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  may  be  taken  as 
the  first  Business  of  the  evening  to- 
morrow.  Of  course,  Sir,  I  may  say  we 
would  use  a  similar  influence  on  our 
side.  I  thinkf  on  reoonsideratioUf  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  that  it  is 
a  matter  wMoh  ought  to  be  disouBeed 
without  loss  of  Ume. 

The  FIEST  LOED  of  the  TEEA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  "W.  E.  Gladstone)  :  This 
is  a  matter  which  it  is  rather  difficult  to 
deal  with  in  a  way  of  Question  and  An- 
swer, because  it  is  almost  inevitable  that 
the  Question  and  the  Answer  should 
assume  more  or  less  of  an  argumenta- 
tive character ;  and  I  am  not  sure  that 
my  memory  serves  me  with  sufficient 
accuracy  to  enable  me  to  give  a  positive 
reply  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
There  is  much  greater  difficulty  in  the 
case,  I  think,  than  he  appears  to  sup- 

fse.  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  so  fares 
am  aware,  Notices  of  the  kind  have 
been  given  frequently  by  independmt 
Members,  but  have  not  been  permitted 
to  cause  any  interference  with  the  ordi- 
nary Business  of  the  House,  in  order 
that  they  should  take  precedence.  A 
Notice  of  this  kind,  charging  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  IVesident  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  Chamberlain) 
with  very  grave  offences  indeed,  was 
given  by  the  noble  Lord  who  himself  is 
the  subject  of  this  present  Notice.  If 
I  remember  aright,  my  right  hm.  Friend 
was  content  to  take  his  chance,  and  no 
attempt  was  made  to  obtain  any  altera- 
tion in  tite  cflwrn  of  Bnritteas  fai  Ihii 
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Hoase.  I  may  ray,  Sir,  that  in  the 
last  Farliament,  stretchiag  my  memory 
a  litUe  bit  further  baok,  I  was  myselSf 
the  object  of  a  Notice  of  a  nmilar  cha- 
racter, given  by  a  Member  sittinf?  upon 
the  then  Government  side  of  the  Houea. 
The  terms  of  that  Notice  of  Motion  I 
am  boand  to  say  I  have  totally  for- 
gotten ;  but  it  was  a  Notiee  of  a  eha^ 
raoter  which  would  hare  expelled  me 
from  this  House  if  passed.  At  that 
time  I  had  been  a  Member  for  more 
than  40  years,  and  for  many  years  Prime 
Minister  of  this  country  ;  but  I  do  not 
know  that  anyone  attempted  to  inter- 
fere with  the  conrse  of  Business  of  the 
House  in  referenee  to  that  Notice.  I 
should  have  thought  it  a  great — well,  I 
will  not  say  what  I  should  have  thought 
it — ^because  it  would  seem  that  I  was 
finding  fault  with  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  and  those  who  have  pursued  a 
di^rent  course.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther anything  else  is  to  be  said  of  this 
matter  which  would  throw  further  light 
upon  it.  I  admit  that  it  is  <me  matter 
to  ask  that  a  Govemment  night  should 
be  nven  for  the  discussion  of  a  subject, 
and  another  to  ask  for  such  kindly  iu- 
terrentioa  as  the  right  hon.  G«ntleman 
has  now  asked  for.  Out  of  reepect  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  should  be 
willing  to  forward  the  matter  as  he  de- 
sires ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  to  do  a 
thing  of  that  sort  would  be  establiahiog 
preoedeuts  which  might  be  the  means  of 
oanstng  inconvenience  to  the  House.  W e 
will  take  two  or  three  hours  to  considw 
the  matter,  and  I  will  inform  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  soon  as  I  can.  It  is 
notf  however,  the  plain  and  straight- 
forward matter  that  it  seems  to  be ;  for, 
o£  course  new  oases  of  this  sort  may 
aiise,  differing  from  some  that  hare 
occurred,  and  one  must  be  oaufcious  in 
establishing  precedents. 

Sib  JOSEPH  PEASE  said,  that  as 
one  of  those  who  had  Notices  on  the 
Paper  having  priority  over  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo,  he  would  be 
Tery  glad  to  waive  his  right,  in  order 
to  afford  the  noble  Lord  the  opportunity 
of  making  the  explanation  bo  desired 
,  in  reply  to  these  charges,  which  he  felt 
to  be  fdcTecting  his  character.  So  far  as 
he  was  personally  concerned,  he  should 
be  willing  to  waive  his  right  to  oblige 
the  noble  Lord,  feeling  sure  that  ^e 
noble  Lord  would  act  in  a  similar  way 
towaida  hiu  (Sir  Joseph  Peaae)  if  he 


wished  to  hasten  on  the  diecnsston  of 
a  question  affecting  hia  public  ntter- 
aoces. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DA  Y. 

SUPPLY-CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIUATES. 
Supply — eontider«i  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

0lU8  Y. — FOBXIQN  AND  OOLOHIAL 

Seetiobs. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  Sapplementary  sum,  not  exceeding 
£26,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Chiir^o  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment donog  the  year  eading  on  the  Slst  day 
of  March  1886,  for  the  Expensea  of  Her  Ua- 
jeaty's  Embassiea  and  Miaeioaa  Abroad." 

Mr.  BEABLATJGH  :  In  moving  to 
reduce  this  Supplementary  Tote  of 
£25,000  by  the  sum  of  £12,500,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  such  part  of  the  Mis- 
sion of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  as  re- 
lates to  Oonstantinoplo,  because  it  is 
only  on  that  part  that  Papers  are  in  the 
hands  of  Members.  It  is  possible  that, 
to  some  extent,  I  may  misrepresent  some 
of  the  facts,  because  I  see  that,  having 
regard  to  the  amounts  spent  in  tele- 
grams at  Constantinople,  it  is  quite 
evident  that  only  part  of  the  telegrams 
Tvhich  passed  between  SirH.  Drummond 
"Wolff  and  the  late  Government  have 
been  communicated  to  the  House.  My 
first  point  is,  that  Sir  H.  I>rummond 
Wolff  ought  not  to  have  been  appointed 
to  this  Mission  at  all,  and  that,  if  he 
was  appointed,  a  new  Writ  should  have 
been  at  once  issued  in  compliance  with 
the  VI.  JnrM,  o.  8,  s.  36,  which  provides 
that  in  Uie  case  of  any  pereon,  after 
having  been  chosen  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  accepting  any  office 
of  profit  under  the  Crown,  his  election 
shaJl  be  declared  void,  and  a  new  Writ 
issued  as  if  such  person  were  naturally 
dead.  I  contend  that,  in  this  case,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  guilty 
of  a  clear  breach  of  duty  in  not  having 
at  once  moved  for  a  new  Writ  directly 
they  appointed  Six  H.  Drummond  WolflF 
to  this  Mission.  But  I  see,  from  the 
Convention  set  out  on  page  87  of  the 
Papers,  Egypt,  No.  L,  that  as  late  as 
the  month  of  October  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  continued  to  describe  himself  as 
"Membre  du  Parlement"  Imaintaia 
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that  he  oeasod  to  be  a  Member  in  the 
month  of  Aa^^t,  and  I  submit  to  the 
Oommiltee  that  the  Oovemment  oa^st 
not  to  hare  allowed  the  law  to  be  tIo- 
lated.  I  further  wiajntajp  that  if  it  was 
intended  that  thi«  Ifiemon  should  hare 
,a  good  effect  at  Constantinople  cmd 
Oairo,  the  ehoice  of  Sir  H.  Dntmmond 
Wolff  waa  a  moat  unhappj  one,  unless 
the  happiness  of  the  choioe  may  be 
illna^ted  by  the  need  that  was  found 
to  appoint  to  some  plaeea  of  profit  the 
whole  of  the  Hembem  of  the  Fonrth 
Party*  vhioh  d^ermined  the  policy  of 
the  Uonservatire  Par^.  Sir  H.  Dmm- 
mond  Wolff,  while  in  this  House,  sup- 
ported the  express  declarations  of  the 
noUe  Ix)rd  the  Member  for  Faddington 
(Lord  Randolph  Charchill).  That  noble 
Lord  declared  that  the  ^^pti&n  Gh>- 
Tomment — I  am  now  quoting  the  lan- 
guage of  the  noble  Lord,  endorsed  as 
late  as  Ootober,  1886,  from  an  autho- 
rized version  of  his  speeohes — was  a 
bad  ChiTemment ;  that  no  worse  Qo- 
Temment  existed  on  the  faee  of  the 
earth ;  and  that  Tewfik  and  the  Turk 
ought  to  be  compelled  to  take  their  de- 
parture bag  and  bagg*age  out  of  Egypt. 
It  is  right  to  add  that  the  noble  Lord  haa 
aince  imanged  his  views  on  these  potnte, 
ud  the  aame  antfaoriaed  ex|ffession  of 
bis  opinion  explains  why  he  haa  changed 
ihem.  He  eaya  that  unoe  1S80  there 
hare  been  many  sudden  politioalohanges 
in  this  country,  and  that  no  fair-minded 
person  would  expect  any  politician  to 
maintain  anything  like  an  approach  to 
rigid  consistency  in  political  utterances. 
It  maybe  thought  that  views  so  vigor- 
ously expressed,  and  still  entertained, 
would  not  be  calculated  to  wd  any  Mis- 
sion from  that  quarter,  and  I  think  the 
Committee  will  see  from  the  Blue  Book 
that  on  every  single  point  on  which  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff  received  instruc- 
tions he  failed.  Every  point  in  turn 
was  insisted  upon  and  abandoned,  and 
the  total  result  of  the  Mission  may  be 
summed  up  in  t^e  word  «|7,  except 
80  far  as  it  was  a  visit  of  pleasure, 
which  we  may  all  hope  Sit  H.  Drum- 
numd  Wolff  enjoyed,  but  for  whieh 
a  sum  of  £aS,000  is  a  littte  too  much  to 
ask  this  oonntry  to  pay.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  reject  the  whole  of  the  £25,000. 
My  Motion  is  only  to  reduce  the  Yote  by 
the  sum  of  £12,500.  There  seems  to  be 
a  wide  margin  in  the  charge  for  tele- 
gmms  to  oover  many  oontingencieB.  If 
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the  Conuuttee  will  refer  to  the  instru- 
tiona  oontaiaed  in  Ike  Ffmers,  SgrrS 
Ho.  L,  page  1,  they  will  find  tfast  Hr 
H.  DrvanKwd  Wolff  vras  apeeificattj 
otut^fed  to  obtain  a  military  eoK){Mn- 
tion  on  tite  part  of  the  Sidtan  insnding 
out  troeps  to  the  Sondaa.  Bat  &e 
Snltan  would  not  give  a  ain^  oua. 
The  demand  was  iaaisted  open,  and 
again  refused,  and  uHimately  aban- 
doned. In  the  aaxi  place,  the  Sdtai, 
after  havii^  zefiued  to  send  troopsi  vm 
asked  to  allow  zecniitiBg.  Th^waaia- 
eisted  upon ;  but  the  Saltan's  Alriasn 
would  oi}  nothing  of  the  kiad,  and  thit 
demand,  too,  waa  abandoned  in  tan. 
At  last  worda  were  iatroduoed  into  the 
Convention  which  were  known  to  mean 
nothing,  but  which  enabled  the  late  Go- 
vemmmt,  in  a  eritieal  time,  to  annonaee 
to  the  oonntry  the  great  soooees  of  Sir 
H.  Drummond  WuGTs  Miemon,  whei 
they  knew,  and  had  the  means  of  koov- 
tng,  that  not  only  had  that  Minon 
been  attended  with  no  succeas,  but  Hist 
there  was  no  shadow  of  justifioatioB  tot 
sending  it  ont.  In  the  next  place.  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff  was  told  to  aA 
that  some  stipulation  in  referenoe  to  the 
Slave  Trade  afaoold  be  made.  It  is  well 
known  on  both  aides  of  the  Hovse  that 
then  axe  kind-hearted  and  philaBthtopie 
GenUemea  who  would  be  iaduoedto 
vote  a  good  deal  of  money  if  they  woe 
told  something  about  its  being  neoM- 
sary  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  l^ads. 
But  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  yielded 
even  upon  that  point.  It  did  not  mesn 
much;  but  the  Sultan  refused  to  oompl; 
with  tiie  wishes  of  the  late  GovemnienL 
The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  tel^raphod 
that  it  must  be  insisted  upon;  but  the 
Sultan  still  r«nained  obdurate  and  fim, 
and  said — "  I  have  kept  all  your  Conven- 
tions. If  anyone  has  broken  the  Con- 
vention by  dealing  with  slaves,  it  is  yon; 
and  you  did  it  by  the  hands  of  Qesenl 
Qordon."  Finally,  this  point,  hxmf 
been  strentiously  insisted  upon  at  fiM 
was  also  abandoned.  It  would  not  b« 
ftur  if  I  did  not  deal  with  the  one  point  of 
success,  and  that  one  point  of  sncoesa  I 
would  commend  to  the  attention  of  hon. 
Qentlemen  on  both  aides  of  the  HoD8^ 
in  view  of  many  of  the  Hection  ^eedwi 
which  they  have  recently  made.  Tbs 
one  success  is  that  the  Sultan  is  recog- 
nized as  Caliph  of  his  religion  and 
as  spiritual  Cbief .  [An  hon.  Mekbsb  : 
No.J  Z  am  sorry  to  disagree  with  tlia 
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hon.  Member  who  interrupts  ma ;  but  if 
he  will  refer  to  No.  66  on  page  39  of  the 
Papers  relating  to  this  matter,  he  will 
see  that  I  am  guitty  of  no  misrei»«aenta- 
tion.  It  will  be  found  that  if  there  is 
any  nusrepreaentation,  it  rests  with  Sir 
H.  Drammoad  Wolff  and  not  with  me, 
because  in  this  Paper,  oarefoUy  pre- 
pared and  intended  to  be  presKd  upon 
the  notice  of  the  JEli^lish  public,  Sir 
H.  Drununond  Wolff  saya  that  Her  M*- 
jeety'a  Qoremment  reet^nizes  that  tho 
Snltan  is  Sovereign  of  B^pi  and  Oalif^ 
of  his  religion.  Sir  H.  Dronunond 
Wolff  is  Tery  likely  wrong— for  he  is 
wrong  in  bo  many  things,  and  it  is  just 
ossible  that  he  may  be  wrong  in  this— 
ut,  at  any  rate,  that  ia  what  he  aaya. 
Now,  I  submit  that  it  is  no  part  of  Uie 
duty  of  this  country  to  pay  £12,500 
for  the  services  of  a  Gentleman,  how- 
ever able — and  in  this  case  I  admit  the 
ability — to  go  to  Constantinople  in  order 
that  the  Sultan  should  be  recognized  as 
Caliph  of  his  religion.  It  is  true  that 
a  Special  Oommlsstoner  was  sent  by 
Turkey  to  Egypt,  and  the  rarcumstanoes 
attending  that  appointment  deserro  no- 
tice when  you  oonaider  tiie  b(dd  way  in 
whidi  hon.  Chntlemen  opposite,  in  their 
ElectioB  speeches,  asserted  the  sapresnaoy 
of  Eng^d  abroad.  In  the  OonTention 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Torkiafa  Oommls- 
sioner  and  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Viceroy  of  Egypt  were  to  aetUe  every- 
thing by  themaelTes,  and  then  to  oom- 
munioate  the  result  to  the  High  Com- 
missioner of  England  after  an  agreement 
had  been  oome  to,  but  not  before.  Thus, 
im  £12,500,  all  you  get  is  the  right  to 
be  told  what  haa  been  arranged,  and  of 
assenting  to  it  if  you  like ;  but  you  have 
BO  power  of  dissenting  from  it  if  you  do 
not  like  it.  I  submit  to  the  Committee 
thai  the  Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  has  been  a  lamentable  failure, 
and  that  this  Tote  is  one  which  the 
Oommittee  ought  not  not  to  pay.  I  beg, 
thereibre,  to  more  ^t  the  Tote  be  re- 
duced by  the  sum  of  £12,600. 

Hotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  oxcocdiog 
£12,600,  te  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  (« 

Symeiit  auriog  the  year  eu^g  on  the  3Ist 
y  of  Uardh  1686,  ixa  the  Expenses  of  Her 
Hajeity'g  Embassies  and  Uiisiona  Abroad."— 
■  {Mr.  BratlUmgh,) 

Sib  JULIAN  OOXDSMID:  In  1879 
I  ventured  to  etU  the  attentioa  of  the 


House  to  the  policy  adopted  by  the 
then  Conservative  Government  in  re- 
gard to  Egypt,  when  the  late  Khedive  of 
Egypt  was  deposed.  I  pointed  out  that 
that  policy  was  entirely  opposed  to  the 
policy  which  had  always  been  followed 
by  Lord  Palmeraton  and  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon.  Lord  Palmerston  always 
tried  to  limit}  as  far  as  possibls,  the 
powOT  ezenused  by  Turk^  over  Egypt. 
There  ace  nxunerous  despatches  of 
Lord  Palmerston  in  ezist^se  whi(& 
Move  that  abundantly;  but  tiie  then 
OonserratiTe  €loT«mment,  instead  of 
following  that  example,  increased  the 
power  of  Turkey  by  going  with  France 
to  demand  of  the  Porte  the  deposition 
of  Ismail  Pasha  the  late  Ticeroy  of 
Egypt.  That  question  ia  a  large  one, 
and  I  will  not  go  into  it  now ;  but  here, 
f^ain,  we  have  been  endeavouring  to 
enlarge  the  power  of  the  Sultan  by 
asking  the  Porte  to  send  Turkish  troops 
to  the  Soudan,  and  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  Egypt.  Now,  inter- 
ference such  as  that  contemplated  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  Egypt  is  specially 
objectionable.  Look  at  the  despatches 
of  1869,  when  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
pointed  out  that  the  Egypt  of  that 
day  was  not  the  Egypt  of  1841,  and 
that  unoe  that  date  the  Forte  had  made 
concessi(Hk8  to  the  Khedive,  among 
which  the  one  relating  to  hereditary 
eucceaaion  must  be  considered  the  most 
effective.  The  Earl  of  Clarendon  added 
that  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  would 
deeply  regret  if  the  Porte  were  to 
overatrain  its  legitimate  prerogative  and 
rights  in  regard  to  Egypt.  Now,  what 
I  say  ia  this,  that  in  the  present  in- 
stance the  late  Qovenimeut,  through  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff's  action,  has  again 
induced  the  Porte  to  overstrain  its 
powers.  It  was  expreaaly  laid  down 
that  the  Porte  should  not  interfere  with 
the  internal  affairs  of  £^ypt;  but  the 
very  object  with  which  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  went  to  Oon^aatinople  was 
to  induce  the  Porte  to  interfere  not  only 
with  tJxe  internal  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  Egypt,  but  by  sending  Turkish 
troops  to  the  Soudan,  and  possibly  to 
Egypt,  a  thing  which  had  not  been 
done  for  many  years — since  the  time 
of  Mehemet  Ali.  Why  was  this  course 
taken  ?  I  think  the  reason  is  per- 
fectly clear.  It  ia  not  desirable  for  us 
to-day  to-  ^  into  all  questions  oon- 
nectod  witk  Egypt.  I  ehiQl  only  go  inW 
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them  as  far  as  Sir  H.  Drummoud 
Wolff's  Misnott  applies  to  them ;  but  I 
thinlc  it  is  dear  that,  as  has  been  sug- 
gested hy  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Ur.  Bradlaugh),  there  was  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  proride  for  Gentlemen  of  the  Fourth 
Party,  who  had  been  extremely  useful 
to  them  in  this  House.  Therefore  it  was 
necessary  to  fiud  places  for  them.  Firat 
of  all,  there  was  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill),  who  led  the  Party 
wi&  great  ability.  He  was  made  a 
Cabinet  Minister.  Next,  there  was  ^e 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Manchester  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour). 
He  was  made  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  And  my  pugnacious 
Friend  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Chatham  (Sir  John  Gh>r8t)  was  made 
Solicitor  General.  But  for  the  life  of 
them  they  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
Sir  H.  I>rummond  Wolff,  until  a  bril- 
liant idea  suggested  itself  to  someone. 
There  had  been  several  Special  Missions 
to  Egypt-— Sir  Stephen  Cave  and  Mr. 
Goschen  and  Lord  Northbrook  had  been 
there — why  not,  then,  have  a  fourth  or 
fifth  Mission,  and  send  out  Sir  H.  Brum- 
mond  "Wolff  to  complete  the  work  ?  That 
was  seized  upon  as  a  splendid  idea,  and 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  was  sent  to  Con- 
stantinople, first  to  negotiate  affiurs  there, 
and  then  to  go  on  to  Egypt,  in  order  to 
do  what  he  cotdd  there  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  country.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  desirable  to  ^o  into  the  whole 

Juestion  of  Uie  condition  of  Egypt ;  but 
think  it  is  desirable  to  see  exactly  why 
we  are  asked  to  rote  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  salary  of  Sir  H.  Drummond  ^ 
Wolff  and  the  heavy  expense  of  his 
Mission.  No  doubt,  there  has  been  ex- 
travagance in  the  expenditure  upon  tele- 
grams ;  but  that  is  a  very  small  matter 
in  comparison  with  the  great  principle 
which  is  here  at  stake.  In  regard  to 
one  point  which  has  been  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton,  it  seems 
that  when  Sir  H,  Drummond  Wolff 
accepted  his  appointment  to  this  Mis- 
sion, he  ought  to  have  vacated  his  seat, 
and  a  new  Writ  ought  to  have  been 
issued.  But  the  House  of  Commons 
was  not  sitting  at  the  time,  nor  did 
the  same  Parliament  re-assemble,  and 
practically  no  serions  damage  was  don^ 
and  the  principle  of  vacating  a  seat  on 
appointment  to  Office  under  the  Crown 
WM  not  infringed.  But  it  ia  a  &r  more 

Sir  Jt^m  (hldmid 


•erions  thing  that  a  Special  IGaiin 
should  be  created  in  order  to  ftad  a  post 
for  a  Gentleman,  whose  attrices  wen 
not  required  in  England,  to  eatiefy  As 
desires  of  his  fiends,  when  Ae  Misrfoi 
itself  was  not  likely  to  aooomplish  any 
useful  results.  So  far  as  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  is  concerned,  he  must  hart 
known  that  he  was  despatched  upon  a 
Mission  which  was  empty  and  iUnsoiy, 
and  doomed  to  be  a  fail  ore  from  the 
first.  I  have  looked  back  to  some  ob* 
servatioas  made  by  Sir  H.  Drnmmoad 
Wolff  in  this  House  in  1879.  The  boa. 
Member  who  was  then  Membor  for 
Staffordshire  (Mr.  Hanbury)  made  a 
Motion  in  refwenoe  to  Egypt,  which  was 
seconded  by  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wd^ 
who  stated  on  that  occasion— 

"  For  hit  own  part— Bpcaking  with  a  stroog 
senM  of  Tesponaibility,  and  hmng  deeiroiu  n 
msintiuning  the  Turkish  Empire — he  felt  oob- 
vinced  that  that  Empire  couM  only  be  main- 
taiaed  by  a  oomplete  system  of  decontralizatioo. 
The  state  of  Constaotinoplo  waa  aometJhing 
perfoctljr  appalling,  and  ihe  scarcely  liked  to 
tell  of  am  the  initimoM  of  oottuptioii  that  had 
ooQM  nndsr  his  notioe."— {S  UamMird,  tajS] 
1059.) 

In  the  year  1879,  therefore,  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  thought  the  state  of 
Constantinople  and  of  ihe  Turkish  Go- 
vernment not  only  bad,  but  full  of  cor- 
ruption.  In  1886, 1  suppose,  ho  thinka 
that  such  a  great  improvement  has 
taken  place  that  he  was  justified  in  gc»ng 
out  on  oehalf  of  his  Ghiremment  in  ordw 
to  induce  the  Turks  to  send  troops  ts 
Egypt,  and  to  appoint  a  Minister  to 
interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  oi  that 
country.    Now,  the  CouTention  yieUa 
very  little.    Oi^y  one  tiling — namely, 
that  two  CommisaionerB — the  Tnrinrii 
Commissioner  and  a  Commissioner  ap- 
pointed by  the  English  Government — 
were  to  discuss  the  various  qnestionB, 
and  lay  their  conclusions  before  the 
Government  of  the  Khedive.   And  when 
they  agreed,  the  matter  waato  be  brought 
before  the  English  Government.  But 
surely  that  could  have  been  done  without 
the  assistance  of  a  Turkish  or  English 
Special  Minister.   I  do  not  see  that  any- 
thing was  gained  at  all  by  the  Mission 
of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  beyond  the 
fact  that  that  Gentleman  had  three 
months'  employment  at  a  very  totiafao- 
tonr  salary.  I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  our 
public  men  are  far  too  badly  paid.  Thus, 
for  example,  I  do  not  think  that  the  mere 
salary  alone  woidd  ever  have  iadnosd  tiie 
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Prime  Minisier  to  go  through  the  work 
which  natarally  falls  to  him ;  but  in  this 
oase  I  muat  confess  that  I  fail  to  see 
what  good  work  was  done  for  the  salary ; 
in.  fact,  the  total  result  of  what  was  done 
haa  been  the  making  of  an  illusory 
OtmrentioDi  with  the  Forte,  by  which 
th^  have  a^eed  to  send  a  Oommis* 
■ioner  to  Oaiio,  which  admits  a  prin- 
dple  to  whidi  I,  for  one,  am  entirely 
opposed.  If  you  will  lotdc  to  every 
Paper  written  by  every  Minister  of 
either  political  Party  during  the  lut  20, 
30,  or  40  years,  you  will  find  that  every 
one  of  them  strongly  insists  on  the  view 
of  the  Earl  of  Olarendon — that  the  Egypt 
of  to-day  is  not  the  Egypt  of  30  or  40 
years  ago,  and  that  although  the  Sultan 
of  Turkey  is  the  nominal  Suzerain, 
nevertheless  the  power  and  authority  of 
the  Sovereign  of  Turkey  can  never  be 
exercised  in  that  country.  In  this  case 
we  see  the  late  Government  departing 
from  that  ancient  principle,  proposing 
that  Turkish  troops  should  be  employed 
in  Egypt,  and  proposing,  further,  that  a 
Turkish  Commissioner  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  interfere  in  the  internal 
ministration  of  Egj^tian  affairs.  Sir 
H.  Bmnunond  Wolff,  in  ad<^ng  that 
{HiBoiple,  rendered  bad  service  to  the 
country.  I  do  not,  however,  find  fault 
with  him,  but  with  the  late  Government, 
which  wanted  to  make  a  new  departure, 
and  did  not  care  what  it  was  so  long  as 
it  was  a  policy  which  differed  from  that 
of  their  Liberal  Predeoessors.  I  do  not 
■ay  that  the  Liberal  Government  made 
no  mistakes  with  regard  to  Egypt ;  but, 
while  I  admit  that  they  did,  I  maintain 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Conserva- 
tive Government  commenced  on  this  oc- 
casion by  oommitting  a  great  blunder.  If 
you  will  look  at  hoed  Palmerston's  de- 
spatches in  regard  to  Egypt,  you  will  see 
how  he  always  vindicatea  the  right  of 
according  to  I^ypt  sole  control  over  its 
internal  adminisfaration.  Therefore,  the 
departure  of  the  late  Government  was 
one  of  a  very  serious  natnre,  and  they 
ought  to  give  some  reason  for  having 
departed  from  the  traditional  policy  of 
the  country.  I  suppose  that  tiiey  had 
some  reason,  and  probably  a  strong 
reason.  Did  they  imagine  that  this 
Special  Ifission  was  so  likely  to  prove 
sncoeesful  that  they  were  justified  in 
entering  upon  anew  path  ?  Were  their 
experiencea  of  the  Conventions  with 
OonstttatiiiopAo  K>  lavoiurable  thatUiey 
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thought  the  same  principle  ought  to 
be  enoour^ed  and  further  extended? 
Had  fiiey  forgotten  the  Treaty  of  Berlin, 
to  which  they  themselves  were  parties, 
and  in  which  they  had  insisted  upon  the 
separation  of  the  two  Koumelias  ?  Were 
they  not  aware  of  what  the  result  of  that 
separation  had  been ;  that  it  had  only 
lasted  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  and 
that  they  themselves  had  been  the  very 
persons  who  had  been  obliged  to  admit 
that  the  Treaty  of  1879  had  entirely 
failed  ?  Were  they  encouraged  by  the 
result  of  that  Treaty  to  believe  that  they 
would  be  more  successful  in  entering 
into  any  Convention  with  Turkey?  1 
set  out  with  a  passage  in  a  speech  de- 
livered  by  Sir  H.  Dnimmond  Wolff  in 
this  House  in  1879,  in  which  he  stated 
that  so  much  corruption  existed  in  Tur- 
key that  he  did  not  believe  in  the  possi- 
bility of  forming  a  good  Government 
there.  If  there  was  no  poembility  of  our 
securing  good  government  in  Turkey, 
did  he  imagine  that  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment  were  likely  to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  Egypt  ?  I  remember, 
in  1879,  pointing  out,  when  it  was  pro- 
posed that  tho  Turkish  authorities  should 
call  Egypt  to  account  for  its  Debt,  that 
the  person  who  was  to  call  her  to  ac* 
count  was  a  person  who  had  got  into 
debt  himself.  Probably  it  was  on  the 
principle  of  setting  a  thief  to  catch  a 
thief.  Turkey  had  never  shown  by  its 
own  work  in  the  past  any  capacity  for 
performing  the  task  she  had  undertaken. 
I  submit  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  employ 
Sir  H.  Drummood  Wolff  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  that  it  was  a  still  greater 
mistake  to  give  him  the  instructions 
which  are  to  he  found  in  these- Papers; 
and  I  contend  that  Her  Ikfajesty's  late 
Government  are  responsible  for  depart- 
ing bom  tiiat  policy  which  had  for  a 
long  series  of  years  been  suooessfully 
pursued  by  sucoeasive  Ministers — Vis- 
oount  Palmsrston,  the  Earl  oi  Claren- 
don, the  Earl  of  Derby,  the  Earl  of 
Malmesbuiy,  and  others.  I  trust  that 
the  Committee  will  have  a  complete  ex- 
planation in  justification  of  this  Vote 
from  some  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
late  Government. 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL :  I  can- 
not altogether  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend 
who  has  just  spoken.  I  do  not  think 
that  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff's  Mission 
may  not  be  productive  of  some  useful 
remit.    I  oonf  ess  that  I  wa«  mys^ 
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Booaevhftt  alarmed  at  ezpreasioBa  vhioh 
fell  from  Her  Majeet^'s  late  QoTemtuent 
in  regard  to  that  Mission.  I  eertainlj 
sopposed  from  what  they  stated  tdiat 
they  had  in  their  minds  some  idea  of 
making  over  Egypt  to  the  nUe  of  Tnr- 
tey;  but  when  I  came  to  look  at  the 
Papers,  I  found  that  that  was  not  eo. 
I  find  that  the  object  of  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond  WoUTb  Mission  was  not  to  make 
over  Egypt  to  the  Turks,  but  to  get  the 
Turks  to  Msut  us  by  taking  overtiie  ma- 
nogement  of  the  Soudan.  Now,  what  is 
present  to  my  mind  is  this — that  whe- 
ther we  deal  with.  Turkish  or  any  other 
Oriental  Government,  we  seem  to  treat 
them  in  a  very  focdish  way,  as  if  they 
were  mere  children  who  might  be  easily 
bambooxled.  Now,  why  on  earth  should 
the  Turks  be  sudi  fools  as  to  leave  ua  in 
the  possession  of  Egypt  while  they  take 
up  a  position  in  the  Soudan  ?  Ef^ypt  is 
certainly  the  oyster,  while  the  Soudan 
is  only  the  shell.  Therefore,  the  eend- 
ing  out  of  a  man  of  high  experience  and 
knowledge  to  endeavour  to  induce  the 
Turks  to  imdertake  this  task  was  one 
wiuoh  was  not  likely  to  be  successfulf 
and,  thereforoi  ao  far  as  that  part  of  Sir 
H.  Drummond  WoUTs  Mission  to  Oon- 
Btantinople  is  concerned,  I  am  not  snr- 
prised  at  its  failure.  But  when  we  oome 
to  the  question  of  Egypt,  our  posi- 
tion there  seems  to  me  to  have  been  so 
bad  that  it  was  not  possible  for  a  Gen- 
tleman of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff's 
experience— although  he  was  acting 
under  wliat  I  admit  to  be  vague,  al- 
though reasonable,  instructions  on  the 
part  of  the  Marquess  of  Salisbui^ — it 
was  impoaeible  for  him  to  make  things 
worse,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was 
the  possibihty  of  making  them  better. 
So  far  as  financial  matter*  are  oonoemed, 
the  <Hily  result  that  I  can  see  of  recent 
transactions  has  been  to  add  £9,000,000 
to  the  Egyptian  Debt,  and  to  induee  us 
to  undertake  a  military  ocoupatim  at  an 
enonaooa  expense  to  this  country.  I 
hare  tried  to  extoaot  from  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  Campbell- Bannerm an)  some  figures 
which  might  give  us  lui  approximate 
estimate  of  the  cost  to  the  people  of  this 
country  of  that  military  occupation.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  very  cautiously  told 
us  that  he  could  not  undertake  to 
estimate  the  total  oori,  and  he  could  not 
even  tell  us  what  E^ypt  would  repay. 
XIow,  what  is  the  cost  of  tiie  mUiLuy 
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defence  of  Xlgypt  to  this  eonotry  ?  It 
seems  to  m«  that  this  expense  is  m 
•normous  that  the  oost  of  -  Sb  fi. 
Drummond  Wolff's  Mission,  large  as  it 
is,  is  a  mere  bagat^e  if  there  is  tfaa 
leoat  hope  that,  by  any  arrangement  Sii 
H.  DrumsMmd  Wolff  may  make,  tldi 
oonntry  will  be  aiUe  to  get  rid  (rf  tiiat 
ezpenae^  and  come  away  from  E^pt 
altogether.  I  belieire  I  au  not  gnil^ 
of  exagger^ien  when  I  say  that  tiu 
avrangements  l^e  military  defeoee 
of  E^pt  aje  coating  the  iaxpayvi  of 
this  country  at  this  moment  something 
over  £4,000,000  per  annum.  Mr.Oifin, 
in  an  article  which  he  pubHshsd  tie 
the  other  day,  calculated  that  the  coat 
of  a  British  soldier,  combatant  and  noi- 
combatant,  effeotiTe  and  non-effeetirs, 
is  about  £160  per  annum.  Now,  I  did 
suooeed  in  extracting  one  piece  infer* 
mation  from  my  right  hon.  Friend  tiie 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and  it  iru 
that,  all  told,  there  are  at  this  momuLt 
in  Egypt,  employed  in  the  defence  of 
thatoountry,  17,600  British  troops,  2,91)0 
Indian  troops^and  we  have  the  aotko- 
rity  oi  the  late  Undar  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Mr.  Crass)  for  saying 
tiiat  the  Indian  troops  oost  j  tut  as  modi 
as  British  troops— and  4,000  othen  em- 
ployed in  teansport  and  Buck  wmk.  Add- 
ing those  together,  we  have  a  total 
number  of  24,500.  We  are  ttdd  Hut 
the  average  cost  of  a  British  wldioE, 
iiHihiding  non  -  combatants,  comes  to 
something  like  £150  per  anniun.  Bi^ 
we  must  add  to  that  the  extraordioaiy 
expenditure  occurring  in  Egypt — tbo 
transport  expanse,  and  the  luge  addi- 
tional expense  for  the  non  -  effiectiTa 
force ;  and  I  b^ere  it  will  be  foond, 
after  making  allowance  for  these  addi- 
tional expenses,  that  the  minimnia  cod 
of  every  man  now  employed  in  die 
defence  of  Egypt  is  at  least  £200  per 
annum.  Then,  if  you  multiply  £300  b; 
24.500,  you  will  find  that  the  defenoe 
of  Egypt  is  oorting  this  country  at  the 
present  moment  upwards  of  £4,600,000 
per  annum,  oi  which  but  a  snail 
will  be  repaid  by  Egypt  I  kow 
that  I  may  be  told  that,  if  the  troope 
are  not  employed  in  Egypt,  they  viU 
be  em{doyed  somewhere  ^se.  Now, 
I  deny  that  altogether,  notwitfaBtandiof 
the  increase  in  the  etres^th  of  the 
British  Army.  I  take  it,  from  a  nwecb 
delivered  not  long  ago  by  Ixad  Wel««- 
\pjt  that  we  ace  at  tiun  moneak  ebacfc" 
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soldiers  fist  our  own  Ijnperi&t  porposes. 
We  have,  theErefore,  no  troops  to  roare 
for  other  paiposee,  and  every  soldier 
employed  in  S^ypt  is  a  deduction  from 
tbe  ^oper  stximgth  of  our  Army,  in  ad- 
dition to  whiidi  he  xemaina  as  a  burden, 
and  a  beary  burden,  too,  upon  the  tax- 
payers. Sir,  if  th«e  is  the  least  diance 
ol  Sir  H.  Dmmmond  Wolff  doing  any- 
tiiing  to  relieve  ua  from  that  buraen,  I 
think  his  Mission  wiU  have  been  a  very 
eheap  one.  I  must  say  that,  in  my 
opiaion,  the  inatruotions  of  the  Marquess 
oi  Salisbury,  although  vt^ue  and  in- 
definite, are  in  the  main  good  as  re- 
gards Egypt,  and  we  may  hope  that 
Sir  n.  Drnmmond  Wolff  may  do  some- 
thing of  advantage,  both  to  the  in- 
tevesis  of  this  country  and  (tf  ^Elgypt, 
before  he  leaves  Oairo.  I  confess  that 
I  was  somewhat  disappointed  that  in 
proposing  this  Tote  the  Under  Be- 
eretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
did  not  make  soms  statement  as  to  the 
iBstmotikms  which  Her  Majesty's  Qovern- 
ment  raoposed  to  give  to  Sir  H.  Drnm- 
mond Wolff.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  sup- 
pose they  will  not  materially  differ  from 
thoee  which  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury 
gave,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  con- 
sidering the  state  in  which  Egypt  is 
now  placed,  I  am  not  able  to  oppose  the 
Vote.  I  think  it  is  yet  possible  for 
otnnpetent  men  to  do  something  towards 
putting  the  internal  affaire  of  Egypt 
in  a  more  satisfactory  oondition  than 
Aey  have  ooonpied  for  a  good  many 
years,  and  to  rid  us  of  the  enormous  ex- 
penditure of  upwards  of  £4,000,000 
per  annum,  in  retaining  in  Egypt  a 
British  Army  of  Oocnpaticm.  I  hope 
that  the  Committee  is  alive  to  what 
Kas  been  going  tm  in  Egypt,  and  tiiat 
it  will  reaBze  vluit  all  ttus  expenditure 
means.  For  thk  sum  of  £4,000,000 
what  might  we  not  be  aUe  to  do  in 
regard  to  our  own  country  ?  For  a  sum 
of  £4,000,000  rapended  in  this  country, 
we  might  have  free  education,  or  we 
might  be  able  to  free  Ireland  from  the 
domination  of  the  landlords.  There  are 
many  otiier  things  which  are  most  desir- 
able, which  a  sum  like  that  would 
•nable  us  to  carry  out,  I  do  trust  that, 
if  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  is  to  re- 
main in  Egypt,  he  will  make  his  Mission 
as  effective  as  possiUe,  and  titat  he  will 
wapwe  the  way,  at  any  rate,  for  reliev- 
tag^  this  country  of  the  burden  whioh  it 
ia  mom  eaUed  upon  to  bear.  I  am  veiy 


mnoh  alraid  that  things  are  still  in  Bttoh 
a  state  tttat  althouga  many  Blissions 
have  been  sent  to  Egypt,  altogether 
there  is  ample  room  for  uiother,  if  it  is 
to  be  a  reel  and  effective  Mission.  I 
am  certainly  unable  to  see  what  steps 
we  are  taking  in  the  direotion  of  secur- 
ing a  settlement  of  the  financial  diffi* 
culty  in  the  interests  not  only  of  this 
country,  but  of  Egypt  itself.  Our  Ee- 
presentaiives  hare  hitherto  tried  to  show 
the  necessity  for  the  reduction  of  taxa- 
tion ;  but  now  they  are  afraid  that  tiiis 
and  other  mattera  must  bring  about  an 
European  inquiry  in  tbe  course  of 
next  year.  We  know  l^t  the  finances 
of  Egypt  are  incapable  of  making  both 
ends  meet ;  but  those  who  are  respon- 
sible for  the  finances  of  Egypt,  en- 
deavour to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  by 
throwing  on  the  taxpayers  of  this  coun- 
try the  burden  of  the  military  defence  of 
l^Tpt.  That  ie  a  qnestion  which  re- 
quires a  great  deal  more  attention  than 
it  has  yet  received.  I  hope,  that  whm 
my  hon.  Friend  the  TJnaer  Seoretary 
of  State  rises,  he  will  be  able  to  tell  us 
something  with  regard  to  the  proposals 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  to 
this  Mission.  What  were  the  end  of 
the  instructions  of  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury  ?  They  aim  at  the  establish- 
ment of  that  Millennium  whioh  succes- 
sive Governments  have  been  anxious  to 
bring  about — namely,  the  securing  of 
that  good  and  stable  and  debt-paying 
Government  in  Egypt,  which  has  often 
been  stated  in  this  House ;  and  I  say 
again,  that  if  we  have  to  stay  in  Egjrpt 
until  we  have  establi^ed  all  these 
things,  we  shall  have  to  stay  Uiere  until 
the  end  <A  time.  There  must  be  firand 
a  way  of  deaUng  with  Egypt  mudi 
shwter  than  that,  and  I  hope  that  Her 
Majesty's  Govwnment  will  tell  us  what 
the  lines  are  of  the  policy  they  intend 
to  pursue. 

Mb.  HANBUBT  :  Allusion  has  been 
made  to  the  fact  that  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  was  a  Member  of  the  House  at 
the  time  he  accepted  this  appointment. 
But,  within  my  own  experience  of  the 
House,  I  oan  remember  at  least  three 
similar  cases  in  which  Missions  of  the 
same  character  as  this  have  been  under- 
taken by  Members  of  the  House.  In 
the  first  instanoe,  there  was  the  Mission 
of  Sir  Stephen  Oave ;  and  then  -Uiere 
was  the  Mission  of  the  right  hon. 
GenUeman  the  Uonber  fur  sSliiLbarg^ 
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()£r.  OoMheKO ;  the  case  of  Sir  H, 
Dnimmond  Wolff  himself,  Then  he  was 
tent  ont  as  a  Member  of  the  BonmeUan 
MisBion.  [An  hon.  Membbb:  He  had 
no  Balarf.J  I  hare  yet  to  leam  that 
tiiia  aalaiy  oommenoed  befnre  Sir  H. 
Drammoud  Wolff  oeaaed  to  be  a  Mem- 
ber, and  that  is  animpovtant  point  upon 
which  I  should  like  to  hare  iaformaiboD. 
There  is  another  point  viiioh  I  ought 
to  mention— Sir  H.  Drummond  WoMF 
acted  on  this  Mission  with  verj  peoulier 
advantagee.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  East  and  with  Egypt  before 
he  went  on  this  Mission.  He  bad  aoted 
with  men  like  Huseei  Faeha  as  a  per- 
sonal friend,  and,  therefore,  was  likely 
to  oonducft  a  Mission  of  this  kind  with 
amicable  and  friendly  relations.  I  re- 
gret to  see  that  Sir  H.  Drummond 
wolff  is  no  longer  a  Member  of  this 
House,  uid  I  attribute  that  fact  to  a 
great  extent  to  the  oircumstaace  that 
h«  was  not  able  to  be  present  at  Ports- 
mouth during  Ms  candidature.  Then, 
again,  we  are  told  that  Sir  H.  Dmmmond 
Wolff  must  be  a  bad  Oommiseioner 
to  have  eent  ont,  because  he  had  made 
certain  remarks  of  a  somewhat  strong 
character  in  regard  to  the  Khedive. 
But  anyone  who  has  studied  these 
Papers  must  see  that,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Sultan,  that  was  a  rocommendation 
rather  than  the  reverse.  In  reading 
these  despatches,  it  is  most  remarkable 
to  notice  the  extreme  jealousy  with 
which  the  Sultan  regards  everything 
the  Khedive  may  do  in  Egypt.  There- 
fore, so  far  from  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff's  remarks  having  been  of  dis- 
advantage to  his  Mission,  th^  seem  to 
me  to  have  bad  the  ^posite  effeot.  The 
hoB.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Bradlangh)  mains  a  ohai^,  which  is  a 
curious  one,  coming  from  that  side  of 
the  House.  He  charges  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  with  having  used  words  in 
the  Convention  which  mean  nothing. 
Now,  if  there  is  one  charge  which  is 
made  at  the  present  day,  it  is  that,  in 
regard  to  oar  foreign  relations,  there 
has  been  too  great  a  habit  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  of  using  words  that  mean 
nothing.  One  of  the  most  serious 
charges  which  the  OonserratiTe  Party 
have  made  against  the  Leader  of  the 
House  is,  that  they  never  know  exactly 
what  he  means.  Then,  again,  with 
regard  to  the  Slave  Trade,  the  h<m. 
Member  for  NorUiampton  points  to  the 
Mr.  Sanbuty 


fftot  that  any  provisions  in  regard  to  As 
Slave  Trade  are  left  out  of  the  Grown- 
tion.  If  the  hofi.  Member  knew  tiie 
facts  as  well  as  I  do,  he  would  know 
Aat  the  Sultan  was  pmfeetly  jnstifisd 
in  the  coarse  he  tow.  Them  bars 
been  Oonventions  and  (IV«ati«8  one  upoa 
the  top  of  anothw,  and  it  has  been  )jj 
no  means  tiie  fault  of  tbe  Sidtan  that 
they  have  not  been  oarried  into  effect. 
The  fault  has  to  a  oonridetable  ext«at 
rested  with  our  own  Government.  We 
have  never  sent  out  a  saffioient  number 
at  ships  to  see  that  the  Slave  Trado 
was  BUppreesed,  and  the  failure  of  our 
efforts  to  suppress  the  Slave  Trade  ore 
due,  not  to  llie  Porte,  but  to  the  false 
economy  of  our  own  Government,  ^en 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  com- 
plains that  the  late  Government  re- 
established the  authority  of  the  Sultan 
as  Oaliph  in  £^ypt.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber knows  anydiing,  he  must  know  tbst 
it  was  to  onr  interest,  as  a  grest 
Mahommedan  Power,  to  recognize  thst, 
and  to  be  <m  amicable  terms  witii  tke 
Sultan.  It  is  a  matter  of  the  greateat 
importance,  and  one  which  hu  to  be 
oarofully  guarded  by  our  Foreign  Mi- 
nister, that  the  interests  of  India— 
the  greatest  Mahommedan  conntryintiie 
world — are  dealt  with  in  concert  with  the 
Sultan  of  Turkey.  I  agree  with  the  boa. 
Member  for  NOTthampton,  to  a  certain 
extent,  in  the  remarks  he  has  made  w 
to  the  employment  of  Turkish  trooiMis 
Egypt,  or  in  any  other  part  of  Arabis, 
because  the  Arabs  have  very  little  lore 
for  them ;  and  even  greater  danger  mart 
arise  from  empl(^ng  thran  among  as 
Arab  population  than  among  Ghristisns, 
for  this  reason — tiiat  when  they  are  em- 
ployed among  a  Ohristian  population, 
there  are  EuropeanAmbaasadors  andOon- 
sal^  who  keep  a  cmref  nl  watcA  over  their 
proceedings,  and  that  no  ill-treat- 
ment of  the  population  on  their  part  takes 
place.  But  when  they  are  eent  amon; 
Mahommedan  races,  they  act  without 
the  elightest  restraint,  and  their  cruelty 
and  arbitrary  conduct  becomes  in- 
tolerable. We  are  told  that  no  re- 
sult followed  from  the  Hiseicm  of  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff.  Now,  it  seems 
to  me  that  very  great  results  have  fol- 
lowed, because  what  was  wanted  was 
to  get  from  Egypt  something  like  gna- 
rantees  for  the  future,  which  would  be 
wiser  and  better  than  bombarding 
Alexandria  and  shooting  down  the  Sm- 
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daneee  by  teas  of  thoiuands.  A  quea- 
tioiL  hat  been  raised  in  regard  to  the 
legality  of  ouir  preeence  in  Bg^pt.  No 
doubt,  our  presenoe  there  bef<Mre  the 
Hiaaion  of  Sir  H.  Drammond  WoI£F  was 
mtirely  illegal ;  but  by  the  SiiBBioa  of 
Sir  H.  Drmnmond  Wolff  ve  made  a 
ipreat  step  in  advance,  and  seeured  le- 
gally tct  that  vhich  bef(nre  abso- 
uiteiy  illegal ;  and  we  axe  now  remain- 
ing in  Egypt  in  order  to  re-establish 
that  order  which  we  so  miserably  upset. 
We  remain  there,  not  only  with  Uie  sanc- 
tion of  Europe,  but  of  the  Sultan,  who  is 
the  Sovereiga  of  the  country.  Another 
result  has  been  achiered  wkLoh  is  of  the 
greatest  importance.  There  was  always 
a  fear  that  when  we  left  Egypt,  sooner 
or  later,  France  mieht  go  there  for  pur- 
poses of  her  own.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
find,  from  the  declaration  of  M.  Wad- 
dington,  that  when  the  English  troops 
leare  Egypt  there  is  no  fear  of  French 
troops  taking  their  place.  I  regret.  Sir, 
that  the  hon.  Uember  for  Northampton 
has  made  a  personal  attack  upon  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff,  and  that  he  has  im- 
puted a  Party  ohataeter  into  the  debate. 
We  are  all,  I  Uunk,  of  one  mind  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  that  in  this  Bgyptian 
Qoestion,  as  well  as  in  some  ottiers, 
there  is  a  great  deal  on  which  moderate 
men  on  both  sides  of  the  Hmise  are 
agreed.  This  Egyptian  Qaestion  is 
really  such  a  national  matter  that  I  do 
hope  we  shall  try  to  work  together  in 
order  to  secure  some  good  result  for  that 
unfortunate  country,  uitirely  indepen- 
dent of  old  Party  lines.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  policy  of  the  late  Qo- 
Tomment,  as  is  always  the  ease  in  a 
change  of  Ministry,  has  been  thrown 
overboard,  as  it  were,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  new  Foreign  Secretary. 
Under  these  oiroumstances,  I  think  a 
little  fair  play  ought  to  be  shown.  I 
oitertain  s<mie  hope  that  this  Egyptian 
Question  will  be  treated  without  refer- 
enoe  to  Fartjr  UneSi  and  that  this  oonn* 
fwy  will  reooQeot,  apart  from  mwe  Party 
oonsiderations,  tliat  we  have  many  duties 
to  perform  in  £^ypt,  and  that  we  can- 
not scuttle  out  of  Uiem  without  dis- 
honour to  ourselrea. 

Mb.  LABOUOHEEE  :  I  shall  cer- 
tainly support  the  Motion  of  my  hon. 
!Friend  and  Colleague  (Mr.  Bradlaugh); 
but  not,  as  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  spoken  seems  to  think,  from  any 
personal  feeling  against  Sir  H.  Drum- 


mond Wolff.  Undonbtedly,  &e  expen- 
diture upon  these  Special  Missions  is 
very  large  ;  and  I  think  upon  all  of 
them  the  expenditure  is  much  too  large. 
At  tiie  same  time,  I  do  not  think  that 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  is  to  blame 
for  that.  He  was  to  receive  a  salary, 
and  to  include  certain  expenditure 
whidk  in  the  ease  of  our  Ambaesodon 
is  always  very  h^h.  la  this  ease  the 
sum  of  money  lor  which  we  are  asked  is 
vwyoonsiderable,amoantiDg  to  £12,500, 
inclusive  of  the  pay  of  Sir  H.  Dramnwnd 
Wolff.  But  if  we  take  other  Special 
Missions,  fuid  reck<»i  up  the  items  which 
generally  accrue  fnun  Special  Uissioas 
abroad,  it  will  certainly  amount  to  some- 
thing enormous.  I  regard  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  as  entirely  re- 
i^nsiMe  for  the  expenditure  incurred  in 
oonneoti<m  with  Sir  H.  Drummond  W(^; 
and  I  hope  we  shall  haTS  as  few  of  these 
costly  Missions  as  possible.  At  the 
same  time»  I  am  not  desirous  of  throw- 
ing a  stone  against  any  Gentleman  in 
accepting  a  Special  Mission  as  it  is 
genwally  undwstood.  I  not  only  say 
this  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
but  of  r^ht  lion.  Gentlemen  who  now 
sit  on  the  Treasury  Bench.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Preston  (Mr.  Hanbury)  does 
not  seem  to  me  to  have  defended  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff's  Mission  wisely.  He 
says  that  we  ought  to  be  exceedingly 
thankful  to  him  for  going  out,  and  be 
ready  to  pay  any  unount  of  money  that 
is  asked  for,  because,  if  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  had  not  gone  out,  he  would  have 
been  Member  for  Portsmouth  at  this 
moment.  But  we  ought  to  recollect 
that  there  was  another  Member  for 
Portsmouth  (Mr.  Bruce)  who,  on  per- 
sonal grounds,  was  as  good  a  oandiaate 
for  the  borough  oi  Portsmouth  as  ooold 
have  been  found.  But  Mr.  Bmoe  was 
defeated,  as  well  as  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff.  He  was  not  absent;  and  if  it 
is  supposed  that  Sir  H.  Dmrnmond 
Wolff,  if  he  could  have  been  there, 
would  have  been  returned,  how  was  it 
that  Mr.  Bruce  was  defeated  ?  The  hon. 
Gentleman  tells  us  that  a  roedal  recom- 
mendation in  sending  out  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  was  that  he  was  a  Gentle- 
man who  had  condemned  tiie  Gbvem- 
ment  of  the  Khedive,  and  suggested 
that  it  should  be  put  an  end  to.  This 
was  done  to  please  the  Sultan.  But 
whwe  is  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  now  ? 
He  is  with  the  Khedive,  and  not  irith 
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theSnlUa.  Ha  took  ConstutinoplA  os 
his  wajr;  bat  his  Miarion  was  to  the 

Ehedire.  In  my  opinion,  the  Khedive 
is  an  unfit  penon  to  reign  in  Egjft. 
We  have  really  had  too  many  Missions 
to  Egypt.  We  have  had  the  liiseion  of 
the  right  hi(»i.GMitleman(Ur.  Goaohen), 
of  Sir  Stephen  Cave,  of  the  Earl  of 
DaSerin,  and  of  the  Earl  of  Northbn»k. 
We  have  the  etatemeot  of  the  Prima 
Minister  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(lb.  Goaohen]  did  not  go  ont  in  apaUio 
capadly ;  bat  I  think  that  he  assumed 
a  paUut  OKpuity.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
t2«mui  went  out  beeaas*  the  boom 
wiih  Thiflh  he  is  oomeeted  was  inte- 
rested in  some  Egyptian  Loans;  and 
wben  be  was  out  there  be  wrote  de- 
spatches to  the  then  Government,  which 
de^uUches  have  been  frequently  alluded 
to  sinoe.  But,  putting  aside  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Goschen),  I  think 
we  have  had  a  great  deal  too  many  Mis- 
sions to  Egypt,  each  proposing  differeat 
plans  for  reforming  Egypt.  We  have 
not  adopted  any  of  Uioee  plans.  We  re- 
ceived the  Beport  of  Sir  Stephen  Cave's 
Misston,  and  we  set  it  aside.  The  Earl 
of  DufEedn  has  since  been  sent  out,  and 
his  reoonunendationa  have  been  set 
aside.  I  remember  that  the  Earl  of 
Northbrook  sent  in  a  Beport;  but  al- 
though there  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
coavmaatkm  about  it,  we  have  never 
seen  it~at  any  rat^  no  Beport  bom 
him  haa  ewr  been  pnUished.  Sir  K. 
Drammmd  Wolff  has  sent  maay  de- 
Bpatehes,  bnt  he  has  not  yet  sent  a  Be- 
port ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  Uiat 
when  he  does  it  will  not  be  adopted. 
Before  the  coounenoement  of  the  last 
Parliament,  the  Prime  Minister  wrote 
an  excellent  essay  in  which  he  stated  his 
Tiews  in  regard  to  Egypt.  He  said  that 
the  less  we  meddled  with  Egypt  the 
better,  and  that  we  should  not  remain 
there.  In  his  address  to  his  oonstituente 
in  Mid  Lothian,  I  think  he  said  that  he 
regretted  not  having  acted  upon  the 
linea  oi  the  essay.  [Mr.  Gladsioits  : 
No,  no !  J  Well,  I  am  doubtlea  express- 
ing the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  a  rude  fashion ;  hut  the  oonyio- 
tion  on  my  mind  is  that  that  was 
the  efilBot  ot  the  ri^^t  hon.  Gentle- 
man's action.  I  have  protested  over 
and  over  again  against  the  action  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  Egypt,  and  I 
have  seized  every  opportunity  to  vote 
against  the  cost  whioh  our  Egyptian 


policy  has  entailed  upon  the  pso^ot 
this  country.  I  very  mnch  regret  to 
see  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  hu 
not  reeurred  to  the  original  views  oa 
which  he  based  his  action  in  the  l&at 
ParliamenL  We  are  still  there.  Al- 
though everybody  r^rets  that  we  an 
there,  still  there  we  are ;  and,  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kirkoaldy  (Sir  Geo^ 
Campbell)  sayi^  we  are  apendisg  the 
money  of  the  English  people  at  the  nte 
of  something  like  £4,000,000  per  an- 
noa,  in  order  to  zemaia  there.  It  iinst 
suggested  that  a  Turkish  Army  ahoidd 
be  sMit,  and  that  we  dwuld  oome  away. 
What  I  want  to  see  ia,  not  that  this  « 
any  other  mui  should  be  sei^  ont  upoa 
a  Mission  to  report  upon  the  oondi- 
tion  of  ^ypt;  but  I  want  no  more 
troops  to  be  sent  there,  and  to  Beeate 
that  the  troops  which  are  there  ahall  be 
sent  back.  As  a  humanitarian  nutter 
it  is  of  the  utmost  indififereaoe  whetha 
the  Khedive  or  the  Suhon  is  master  in 
that  eonntry.  That  is  a  matter  whu^ 
conceme  the  Egyptians  alone.  What  I 
object  to,  and  what  I  have  always  al- 
ways objected  to,  is  that  under  any  pre- 
text whateTOT  we  should  ranain  there) 
expending  "Rpg^iirli  blood  and  Eogliali 
treasure  in  a  matter  whioh  does  not  con- 
oem  as.  I  hope  the  present  opportumtj 
will  be  taken  advaotege  of  by  the  Under 
Seeretazy  of  State  for  Foragn  Afiiis, 
or  the  Frano  Minister  himself,  to  tell  u 
what  the  intentions  of  the  Qoreinnu^ 
are  in  z«gard  to  the  fatore.  Let  u 
begin  well ;  let  as  haTe  a  at^Msent  that 
we  are  not  only  going  to  withdraw  at 
some  future  day,  but  tiiat  steps  haTe 
been  taken  to  enable  us  entirely  to  with- 
draw from  Effypt,  and  to  put  ui  end  to 
this  wastefoL  expenditure  of  pabUo 
money. 

CoLOHEL  DUNCAN :  As  a  new  Mem- 
ber I  must  ask  the  pardon  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  intruding  myself  in  the  de- 
bate ;  but  an  official  despatch  of  my  own 
has  just  been  laid  on  the  Table,  and 
my  expeiienoe  of  Egypt  leads  me  to 
diiTer  very  much  from  what  has  fallen 
from  some  hon.  MembOTS.  I  would  lii* 
the  Committee  to  understand  that  my  ex* 
perience  has  not  been  gained  from  gossips 
or  fiMw'-diplomats  in  Cairo  Alexan- 
dria, but  from  having  lived  much  in  the 
towns  and  villages  of  the  country — ^froa 
having  mixed  with  the  people  and  com- 
mandeid  them,  and  from  having  he^ed 
in  carrying  on  their  civil  administration 
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in  Upper  I^pt.  Z  have  mixed  with  all 
clasaefl — men,  women,  and  children,  from 
Khartoum  and  Donffola ;  and  having  ac- 
quired a  Utile  knowledge  of  Arabic  I  hare 
been  able  to  form  mj  own  opinion  of  the 
people  themselves.  From  all  the  con- 
versations one  hears  in  this  covntry,  and 
in  much  that  one  reads,  it  would  be  sup- 
posed &at  the  last  people  to  be  thought 
about  were  the  i^TP^i^^^  themselves. 
Fnctically,  we  have  ruled  Egypt  for  the 
last  three  years  as  a  Crown  Oolony, 
!^ypt  has  no  Bepresentative  in  this 
House,  and  that  is  all  the  more  reason 
why  we  should  manifest  great  justice 
and  generosity  towards  that  unhappy 
people.  I  hare  no  wish  to  speak  with 
any  Party  spirit  on  this  subject.  I  hare 
recognized,  from  the  first,  we  generous 
views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
when  they  went  to  Egypt  first  of  all, 
and  I  entered  heart  and  soul  into  the 
noble  reforms  which  they  initiated  after 
the  battle  of  Tel-el-Kebir.  But  the 
reason  why  I  would  urge  the  Commit- 
tee to  support  the  Vote  tot  Sir  H. 
Drammona  WollTs  Mission  is  that  I 
consider  that  that  Mission  is  taking  up 
the  threads  of  the  action  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  when  at  their  very 
best — ^namely,  at  the  time  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin  left  Egypt.  The  Mission  of 
8ir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  seems  to  be  a 
distinct  continuance  of  the  Earl  of  Buf- 
ferin's  policy.  All  the  nightmare  of 
sufFeting,  blunders,  and  bloodshed  has, 
taken  place  since  the  Earl  of  Dufferin 
left ;  and  there  is  a  great  similarity  be- 
tween the  two  Missions.  The  hon. 
Member  ftw  Northampton  (Mr.  Brad- 
laugb)  may  sneer  at  the  Saltan  being  re- 
oognized  as  a  Caliph  of  his  religion ;  bnt, 
from  what  I  have  myself  seen,  I  affirm 
that  never,  even  among  the  Hebrews  in 
the  days  of  King  David,  has  religion 
entwed  more  into  the  national  and 
political  life  of  the  people  than  in  the 
present  history  of  Egypt.  What  we 
-want  is  some  assurance  that  the  re- 
forms which  hare  been  commenced  with 
the  approval  of  the  Earl  of  Dufferin 
irin  be  carried  out.  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  coming  from  Constantinople,  as 
the  Earl  of  Dufferin  aUo  did,  makes 
his  Mission  doubly  strong ;  and  it  does 
not  follow  that  beoauso  he  came  with 
the  patronage  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey, 
it  is  therefore  necessary  to  inflict  upon 
the  people  of  Egypt  the  rule  of  the 
Turks.    I  cannot  say  that  I  like  the 

VOL.  OOGII.    [THiau  sesie?.] 


Turks;  I  think  that  Egypt  is  infi- 
nitely a  better  nation ;  and  I  think  that 
among  the  Egyptian  people  may  be 
found  many  who  are  perfectly  capable 
of  governing  themselves.  We  may  ad- 
mire the  Tnrk  for  his  patience  and 
courage.  It  is  the  ruling  Turks  who, 
though  brave,  and  emphatlealiy  rulers, 
are  often  cruel  and  oorrapt,  and  the  less 
we  hare  of  them  among  the  Arab  people 
the  better.  What  I  ask  is  that  we 
should  do  justice  to  Egypt  through  the 
Egyptians  themselves.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell ), 
who  spoke  on  the  other  side,  made  an 
allusion  which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
pass  by — namely,  that  it  is  not  at  all 
likely  the  Egyptians  will  ever  be  able  to 
build  up  an  anny  in  Egypt  sufficient  for 
its  own  wants.  Now,  I  take  issue  at 
once  with  the  hon.  Member  there.  I 
have  lived  in  Egypt;  I  have  commanded 
thousands  of  Egyptian  soldiers ;  and  I 
can  speak  with  perfect  confidence  of  the 
ability  and  courage  of  those  men  when 
properly  treated.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  reforms  which  were  instituted  some 
time  ago,  there  were  many  who  liked 
to  decry  the  fellaheen  soldiers;  but 
these  were  the  people  who  were  in- 
terested in  maintaining  an  English  occu- 
pation. Those  who,  like  myself,  had 
to  work  with  them  gradually  realized 
their  good  qualities.  I  do  not  believe 
in  nations  of  slaves.  I  certainly  be- 
lieve that  ill-treatment  will  weaken  the 
manhood  of  any  men ;  but  there  is  no> 
thing  so  elastic  as  courage  and  manhood, 
and  under  kindly  treatment  they  will 
revive  as  surely  as  the  sunflower  turns  to 
the  sun.  I  see  that  steps  have  been 
taken  to  evacuate  Suakin  by  our  troops, 
and  their  place  is  to  be  supplied  by 
Egyptian  fioidien.  Duiing  many  weary 
days  and  nights  at  Suakin  no  troopswere 
steadier  than  the  Egyptian,  and  they 
wiU  be  quite  fit  to  hoM  their  own  there. 
There  may  be  a  talk  of  our  co-operating 
permanently  with  the  Egyptians ;  but  I 
maintain  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
such  co-operation.  The  time  was  when 
the  annexation  or  permanent  protec- 
torate of  Egypt  might  be  discussed ; 
but  it  has  passed  away.  Let  the  dead 
past  bury  its  dead.  We  have  pledged 
our  honour  to  leave  the  Egyptians 
to  themselves  as  soon  as  possible ;  and 
we  should  meanwhile  do  all  we  can  to 
encourage  by  this  Mission  the  carry- 
ing out  of  reforms  which  will  free  tho 
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Hgyptians  from  our  presenoe,  and  make 
them  a  nation  again.  If  we  oan  get  rid 
of  them  in  that  waj,  partiofr  on  frlendlj 
terms  with  them,  we  Bfasll  do  them  a 
j^reater  kindness  than  if  we  remain 
there.  Let  our  policy  be—"  Egypt  for 
the  Egyptians."  The  religious  question 
has  been  much  misunderstood  at  home, 
and  most  of  our  bluuders  between  the 
time  of  the  Earl  of  DufiFerin  leaving 
Egypt  and  Uie  time  of  the  Expedition 
vp  the  Nile  can  be  traced  to  it.  The 
question  of  the  Mahdi  has  been  tho- 
roughly misuuderitood  in  this  country. 
This  was  not  the  first  Ifahdi  that  Mus- 
sulman nations  had  known ;  nor  is  it 
only  in  Mussulman  nations  that  a 
Mahdif  under  some  other  name,  is  known. 
It  seems  to  be  thought  that  the  Mahdi 
creates  a  crisis  in  tna  national  histoiy, 
whereas  it  is  a  crisis  in  the  national 
history  that  produces  the  Uahdi.  The 
Mahdi,  as  such,  never  lives  longer  than 
is  necessary;  sometimes^intoxicatedwith 
power,  ha  becomes  a  despot ;  sometatnes 
he  is  thrown  aside  by  an  ungrateful 
people ;  and  sometimes — like  Mobamed 
Aohmet>~he  is  so  h^py  as  to  die  in  the 
zenith  of  his  success,  and  to  live  conse- 
crated in  the  hearts  of  the  people  ever 
after.  The  whole  of  the  Soudan,  after 
General  Gordon  ceased  to  be  Governor 
General,  vaa  tyrannized  over  by  men  of 
the  most  cruel  and  despotio  disposition. 
They  did  all  they  could  to  rob  and  mur- 
der ;  and  in  this  state  of  things  the  bitter 
disoontent  and  irritation  ol  the  people 
offered  a  platform  from  which  the 
dave-owners  and  slave^hunters  were 
able  to  work,  and  which  they  manipu- 
lated for  their  own  ends.  They  called 
upon  the  Mahdi  to  place  himself  at  their 
bead,  when,  but  for  the  crisis  which  ex- 
isted, he  would  have  been  leading  a 
dmple  life  and  studying  his  Koran.  The 
position  was  forced  upon  him ;  and  if, 
insteadof  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  announcing, 
in  the  rude  way  he  did,  that  we  were  I 
going  to  compel  f^yptians  to  with- 
draw from  the  Soudan,  and  to  send 
General  Gordon  to  assist  in  withdraw- 
ing  them,  the  Government  had  sent 
Gnieral  Gordon  to  introduoe  justice 
to  the  Soudanese — where  his  name  was 
associated  with  justice— and  if  it  had 
been  made  known  that  behind  him 
stood  the  power  of  England,  I  believe 
tiiat  Gk>rdon  and  Stewart  alone  oould 
have  taken  the  Soudan  in  hand,  and 
turned  it  into  a  contented  population. 

Colonti  Dmcan 


I  will  not  quote  the  words  vm(^w 

Milla  relrortum,  for  these  are  more  ^e- 
quently  the  words  of  the  bigot  than  of 
the  reformer ;  but  I  do  not  suggest  tha 
reoonquest  of  the  Soudan.  A  further 
mistake  we  made  was  in  the  evacuation 
of  Bongola.  I  would  not  send  a  siagle 
English  soldier  there ;  but  I  tiiink,  with 
the  assistance  of  an  Egyptian  force 
alone,  Dongola  may  be  occupied  again. 
I  would  not  ask  for  one  man  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  nor  would  I  send 
a  single  regiment  of  British  eoldiersback; 
butletusput  intoDcmgola,  asissug^sted 
hj  one  of  the  telegrams  to-day,  such  a 
man  as  the  Mudir  of  Dongola — a  man 
of  whom  nothing  has  been  heard  except 
holiness,  courage,  and  ability.  Ijet  ns 
advise  "Egypt  to  subsidize  him  as  long 
as  he  keeps  peace  on  the  frontier. 
Looking  to  the  future  I  wonld  say— 
"Let  us  withdraw  to  Asaonan,  and 
garrison  that  place  with  Egyptian 
troops."  I  think  that,  by  de^ees,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  spirit  of 
nationality  which  had  been  stamped 
out  in  Eg3rpt  would  again  appear,  and 
such  a  course  would  give  them  much 
greater  encouragement  than  the  pre- 
sence of  our  bayonets.  We  mig^ht  Uien 
gradually  retire  to  Oairo,  and  then  to 
Alexandria.  Thus  we  might  leave  the 
country  witii  honour  to  ourselves,  and 
with  the  friendship  of  the  ^^jptian 
people,  instead  of  producing  a  sense  of 
irritation.  I  have  spoken  at  some  leng^ 
and  with  some  warmth  on  this  subject ; 
but.  Sir,  I  have  lived  among  these  people 
till  I  have  learnt  to  lore  them ;  and  I 
have  desired  that  the  first  words  I  should 
offer  in  this  House  should  be  offered  on 
behalf  of  the  Egyptians,  who  possess 
many  unsuspected  virtues,  vrho  are 
entitled  to  our  respect,  and  who,  at  all 
events,  have  a  right  to  be  constituted 
into  a  nation. 

Viscount  LYMINGTON  :  I  do  not 
I  propose  to  follow  the  boo.  and  gallant 
Member  who  has  just  addressed  the 
Oommittee.  X  would  rather  recall  the 
attentionof  the  Committee  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  h<m.  Member  for  Xortli- 
ampton  (Mr.  Bradlangh),  which  is  to  re- 
duce thisYote  by  the  sum  of  £12,500. 
Now,  I  find  that  that  sum  is  prectsely 
the  sum  which  is  put  down  for  the  tele- 
grams. My  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
reply  to  a  Question  addressed  to  him  on 
Friday  by  tiie  hon.  Member  for  North- 
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ampton,  said  that  £3,964  had  been  ex- 

S ended  upon  telegromB ;  and  before  the 
ommittee  agrees  to  this  Vote  I  should 
like  to  have  some  explanation  of  the 
difference  between  the  sum  of  £3,964 
and  the  £12,500  the  Committee  are  now 
aeked  to  vote.  Of  course,  it  was  in- 
evitable that  whenever  this  Vote  was 
brought  forward  there  would  be  a  dis- 
cussion upon  it ;  but  I  trust  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
GoTemment  will  not  be  drawn  into  an 
immaturo  declaration  of  Egyptian  policy, 
unless  he  can  do  eo  in  jrarfect  eon- 
eistenoy  with  the  interests  of  the  Public 
Service.  I  certainly  hope  that  before 
we  agree  to  the  Vote  we  may  have  some 
further  items,  and  some  further  reasons 
for  expending  what  I  am  bound  to  say 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  large  and 
extravagant  sum. 

Mil.  ETLANDS :  I  quite  agree  with 
my  noble  Friend  that  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  our  minds  directed  to  the  Vote  now 
before  the  Committee  if  we  are  to  be 
drawn  into  a  discussion  as  to  our  general 
policy  in  Egypt.  The  able  speech  which 
Las  been  delivered  by  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  opposite  (Colonel  Buncan), 
and  which  has  excited  the  interest  of 
the  Committee,  is  certainly  calculated  to 
draw  the  minds  of  Members  from  the 
particular  points  they  have  to  discuss 
under  this  Vote.  "When  I  asked  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  the  other  day 
a  Question  iu  connection  with  this  Vote 
and  the  Mission  of  Bir  H.  Drummond 
"Wolff,  my  hon.  Friend  said  I  should 
£nd  full  information  in  the  Estimates. 
!Kow,  I  think  that  my  hon.  Friend  was 
labouring  under  some  mistake,  because 
if  he  will  look  at  the  Estimates  he  will 
find  that  there  is  nothing  whatever  in 
reference  to  the  salary,  &c.  attached 
-to  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff's  Mis- 
sion. The  only  detail  indaded  in  the 
Vote  is  "Sir  H.  Drummond  "Wolff's 
Special  Mission  to  Constantinople  and 
I^pt."  Of  course,  this  Estimate  was 
laid  on  the  Table  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  the  present  Government  are 
in  no  way  responsible  for  its  prepara- 
tion. I  find  that  in  the  Estimate  itself 
no  sum  is  put  down  in  the  shape  of 
salary,  and  I  would  ask  the  GTovernment 
at  what  time  it  was  decided  that  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  should  have  a  s^ary  ? 
It  was  generally  understood  in  this 
House  that  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff 


was  to  have  no  salary.  It  was  under- 
stood that  he  was  simply  to  go  out  as 
Special  Ambassador,  with  certain  allow- 
ances which,  no  doubt,  would  cover  all 
his  expeuses  upon  a  very  handsome 
scale ;  but  he  was  to  have  no  salary. 
The  probability  that  that  was  the  case 
is,  I  think,  shown  by  the  fact  that  if  he 
had  had  a  salary  it  would  hare  be«i 
necessary  for  Mm  at  once  to  vacate  bis 
seat.  My  hoa.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Preston  (Mr.  Hanbury)  has  BU^;ested 
that  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  with  a 
salary  occupied  precisely  the  same  posi- 
tion as  if  be  had  gone  out  on  this  Mis- 
sion without  a  salary.  But  the  circum- 
stances of  the  two  oases  are  entirely 
different.  No  doubt,  it  may  be  said 
that  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  only  re- 
ceived this  appointment  towards  tiie  close 
of  the  last  Parliament,  when  it  might  be 
supposed  unnecessary  that  he  should  be 
re-  elected,  or  requirrd  to  vacate  his  seat ; 
but  if  he  had  a  salary  I  may  mention 
that  he  was  actually  brought  forward  as 
a  candidate  for  the  borough  of  Forts- 
month  at  the  very  time  he  was  enjoying 
the  appointment  of  a  new  0£B.ce  under 
the  Grown.  Now,  it  is  very  dear  that 
any  Gentleman  being  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament is  absolutely  disqualified  fxom 
taking  a  place  of  profit  undw  the  Crown 
without  vacating  his  seat ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  presume  that  while  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  was  sitting  for  Portsmouth 
it  was  not  understood  that  he  should 
have  a  salary,  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  will  tell  us 
something  about  that  matter.  I  want 
to  know  if  it  was  arranged  from  the 
first  that  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  was 
to  have  asalary  of  £3,000  a-year?  With 
regard  to  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  him- 
self, I  have  no  complaint  to  make  against 
the  late  Government  for  having  sought 
to  give  him  employment.  I  should  hare 
been  glad  indeed  if  t^e  (Jovemment 
could  have  seen  their  way  to  placing 
him  in  some  Office  of  responsibility,  and 
of  a  permanent  character.  No  one  would 
have  blamed  them  for  placing  him  in  a 
high  position ;  and,  on  personal  grounds, 
I  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff.  I  fully  appreciate 
his  great  abilities ;  but  I  object  to  the 
course  taken  by  the  late  Government, 
which  appears  to  have  arisen  from  the 
fact  that  they  had  no  suitable  perma- 
nrat  office  in  which  to  place  Sir  H. 
D^mmond  Wolff ;  and,  therefore,  thoy 


3  £  3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1575  Supply— Civil 


{COMMONS)         Serviee  Ettimaiet.  157$ 


Bont  him  out  to  ConstaDtinople.  I  think 
that  the  appoiDtment  of  Sir  H.  Drum- 
moud  Wolff  to  Constantinople  was  espe- 
cially unjustiBable.  Already  our  expen- 
diture in  connection  with  the  Embassy  at 
Constantinople  ia  of  the  most  scandalous 
character ;  and  I  use  the  word  advisedly. 
Our  expenditure  in  Constantinople  is 
far  in  exceea  of  that  for  any  other  Eoi- 
baasy  in  the  world.  At  the  moment  the 
late  Goyernmeat  considered  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  out  Sir  II.  Drummond 
Wolff  to  Constantinople  we  had  a  large 
staff  there.  We  have  an  Ambassador  at 
a  salary  of  £8,000  a-year.  supported  by 
a  large  number  of  o&cials,  eo  that  the 
entire  aalcmes  paid  for  the  Embassy 
amounted  to  more  than  £14,000  a-year. 
In  a^ition  to  that,  wa  have  to  defray 
the  expense  of  keeping  the  Embassy 
houses  in  repur,  and  that  cost  more 
than  £2,000.  Further,  our  Ambfusador 
at  Constantinople  has  authority  to  ex- 
pend money  in  what  are  called  extraor- 
dinary expenses  ;  and  the  sum  of  money 
so  expended  last  year  at  Constantinople 
was  far  in  excess  of  any  similar  expendi- 
ture in  the  world.  It  amounted  to  no  less 
than  £5,446,  and  the  total  sum  of  money 
up  to  the  end  of  the  last  Estimate  charged 
for  the  Embassy  at  Constantinople  for 
the  year  amounted  to  £20,724,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  we  paid  £5,800  for  a  Con- 
sular Establishment.  I  have  stated  that 
there  was  an  item  of  £2,000  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  Embassy  buildings.  Now, 
the  Embassy  house  is  a  builung  which 
orginally  cost  between  £100,000  and 
£200,000.  It  was,  however,  burnt 
down  and  rebuilt  at  a  further  expendi- 
ture of  between  £100,000  and  £200,000. 
All  these  expenses,  in  addition  to  the 
Bom  of  £25,000  now  asked  for,  have  to 
be  defrayed  in  connection  with  our  Em- 
bassy at  Constantinople;  and  I  would 
put  it  to  the  Committee  whether  it  is 
decent  or  justifiable  in  any  way  that 
when  we  have  an  establishment  of  this 
kind,  consisting  of  highly-paid  officials 
— men  well  versed  and  experienced  in 
diplomacy,  and  enjoying  the  highest 
character  in  connection  with  diplomatic 
negotiations — is  it  decent  or  justi£ablo 
that  we  should  send  out  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  at  an  additional  expense  of 
£5,000  a-year,  with  a  large  further  ex- 
penditure for  his  maintenance,  and  that 
of  his  retinue  ?  I  am  of  opinion  that, 
on  that  ground  alone,  considering  the 
enormous  sum  expended  npoa  our  Em- 

Mr.  Ryimdt 


bassy  at  Constantinople,  the  late  Go- 
vernment were  not  justified  in  ssnding 
out  another  highly-paid  officer  in  cider 
that  be  might  do  the  work  which  our 
Ambassador  at  Constantinople  wasqaite 
competent  to  perform.  In  point  of  fact, 
if  hon.  Members  will  look  at  the  Bine 
Book,  they  will  see  that  in  one  of  tie 
last  despatches  of  Sir  H.  Drammosd 
Wolff  ho  very  properly  acknowledges 
that  he  received  from  Sir  William  White 
the  very  greatest  possible  assistance. 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  says — 

"  It  ia  imposaible  for  me  to  leave  ConBtuli- 
nople  without  placing  on  record  the  deep  sense 
of  gratitude  I  feel  towards  Sir  'W^llism  White 
for  his  psTBonal  kindness  dnrhig  mj  stay  here, 
and  the  cordial  maimer  in  which  he  has  girai 
me  every  aniataaee  in  his  power  to  further  my 
Mission.  His  advice,  experience,  and  pnictical 
knowledge  are  of  very  great  value,  and  of  thesc- 
ho  has  constantly  and  ungrudgingly  given  m 
thtf  full  becufit  in  the  coarse  of  mj  negotiatiofu. 
My  task  wo\ild  have  been  far  more  diffienlt, 
and  at  times  almost  impossible,  without  bis 
kind  encouragement  and  counsel." 

Here  we  have  a  Diplomatic  Bepresenta- 
tive,  with  all  this  amount  of  ability, 
experience,  and  knowledge  already  at 
Constantinople;  but,  nevertheless,  the 
late  Government  decide  upon  sending 
out  another  important  official,  to  add 
very  largely  to  the  already  enormous  ex- 
penditure upon  the  Embassy  at  Con- 
stantinople. But  I  entirely  agree  witii 
the  remarks  which  have  been  made— 
that,  as  far  as  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff's 
Mission  to  Constantinople  is  concerned, 
its  success  has  been  of  a  very  slight  cha- 
racter. The  hoa.  and  gallant  Memba 
Colonel  Duncan},  who  spoke  so  well 
rom  the  opposite  side,  seems  to  thbik 
that  the  great  advantEige  that  would  be 
derived  £rom  the  Mission  of  Sir  H- 
Drummond  Wolff  is  that  it  may  lead  to 
the  establishment  of  Egyptian  National 
existence;  and  he  said  uiat  he  altogeth^ 
objected  to  the  rule  of  the  Turks.  I  ob- 
ject also  to  the  rule  of  the  Turks  in 
Egypt.  I  have  always  thought  that  the 
senaing  out  of  a  number  of  Turfcisb 
troops  to  Egypt  would  lead  to  disturb- 
ances of  a  most  serious  character ;  and 
if  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Colonel 
Duncan)  is  of  the  same  opinion,  vbj 
does  he  give  his  sup^rt  to  Sir  H.  Druin- 
mond  Wolff's  Mission,  which  was  in- 
tended to  bring  the  Turkish  influencs  to 
bear  upon  Egypt  ?  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy(SiTGeorge  Camp- 
bell) seems  to  fancy  that  it  is  posiibie 
for  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  to  bxiog 
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about  an  improved  state  of  atfairs  in  \ 
E>jypt ;  and,  therefore,  he  is  disposed  j 
to  let  him  stay  there  a  little  looger.  But  : 
eurely  my  hoo.  Friend  does  not  suppoBe  ( 
that  any  satisfactory  reforms  are  likely  i 
to  be  carried  out  by  sending  Turkish 
soldiers?   Ho  must  know  perfectly  well 
that  any  attempt  to  reform  Egypt  by 
the  empl^ment  of  Turkish  soldiers 
would  add  ten-fold  to  the  horrors  .of 
the  situation.    Therefore,  when  I  see 
that  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  on  en- 
tering upon  his  Mission,  was  first  of  all 
to  go  to  the  Sulton,  and  to  lead  the 
Sultan  to  believe  that  England  had  re- 
pudiated all  her  old  ideas,  I  fail  to  see 
Low  it  could  be  expected  that  any  con- 
eidorable  amount  of  success  would  at- 
tend his  negotiations.    Having  satisfied 
the  Sultan  on  that  head,  he  was  then  to 
obtain  the  services  of  a  large  body  of 
Turkish  soldiers  in  order  to  reconquer 
the  Soudan— ["No!"]  — or,    at  all 
events,  to  protect  Egypt  Proper  from 
any  incursions  which  might  be  made  by 
the  Soudanese.   The  Suilan  would  not, 
and  did  not,  adopt  that  suggestion,  and 
the  negotiations  entered  into  appear  to 
have  been  of  the  most  nnsadsfaotoiy 
character.   For  my  part,  I  desire  to  see 
no  efficient  aid  from  the  Sultan  which 
involves  an  interference  with  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  Egypt.    I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  see  the  Soudan  overrun 
with  Turkish  soldiers,  and  I  hope  that 
this  country  will  not  be  carried  away 
by  any  such  proposal,  so  as  to  be  induced 
to  enter  into  any  obligations  and  re- 
sponsibilities.   I  certainly  thought  that 
we  had  determined  to  avoid  all  such 
obligations  and  responsibilities  in  future ; 
and  I  hope,  before  the  debate  closes,  to 
hoar  from  the  Government  how  far  they 
are  prepared  to  accept  the  conditions  of 
Sir  H.  Drummond  WolfCs  Mission,  and 
how  for  they  ccmsider  it  prudent  to  con- 
tinue the  Mission  of  that  Gentleman. 
Havd  they  made  any  alterations,  or  are 
they  going  to  act  on  the  same  lines  as 
the  late  Government,  which  was,  I  be- 
lieve, to  suggest  a  policy,  involving  this 
country  in  further  responsibilities  r  At 
all  events,  I  shall  vote  against  this  large 
expenditure  on  two  grounds.  In  the  first 
place,  that  it  is   unnecessary,  seeing 
that  we  are  already  spending  large  sums 
of  money  both  in  Constantinople  and 
Egypt,  and  that  we  are  well  represented 
in  both  those  diplomatic  centres  ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  I  object  to  this 


large  expenditure,  bocaiiso  I  entertain 
grave  doubts  whether  the  policy  of  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff  is  one  which,  if 
carried  out,  would  promote  the  interests 
of  Egypt. 

LoiiD  CHATiLES  BEEESFOED :  I 
understood  my  hon.  and  gallant  fVicnd 
who  sits  below  the  Gangway  (Colonel 
Duncan)  to  say  that  this  was  a  wise 
Idission,  because  it  would  lead  to  the 
English  getting  out  of  £^ypt  quicker 
than  they  otherwise  would.    Now,  I 
have  strong  reasons  for  wishing  to  see 
the  English  out  of  Egypt.    I  think  that 
the  issue  which  is  raised  and  the  reason 
which  is  put  forward  for  the  presence 
of  English  troops  in  Egypt  are  alto- 
gether insufficient.    It  is  said  that  we 
went  to  Egypt  to  insure  the  safety  of  the 
Suez  Canal,  which  many  people  thought 
would  be  essential  to  this  country  in  the 
event  of  our  going  to  war.    Now,  as  a 
seaman,  I  say  that  it  would  in  reality  be 
impossible  to  guard  the  Oanal  in  such  a 
contingency,  and  that  it  would  require 
at  least  50,000  men  to  guard  it  in  a 
time  of  war.    The  Canal  oould  easily  be 
blocked  by  ourselves  or  an  enemy  in  an 
afternoon  watch.   There  are  two  places 
in  the  Canal  iu  which  a  ship  oomd  be 
sunk,  so  as  to  render  the  Oanal  useless 
to  you  in  the  event  of  your  being  en- 
gaged in  hostilities  with  another  coun- 
try.   The  other  day  a  ship  was  sunk  in 
the  Canal,  and  it  will  be  recollected  by 
hon.  Members  that  it  was  blocked  for 
about  four  days  ;  but  that  ship  was  sunk 
in  a  sandy  part  of  the  Canal,  and  not  in 
a  rocky  part.    There  are  two  parts  of 
the  Can^  which  consist  of  oxcarations 
out  of  the  rock,  and  if  any  ships  were 
sunk  there  it  would  take  six  weeks  or 
three  months  before  the  Canal  could  be 
cleared.   It  is  a  popular  error  to  imagine 
that  a  ship  in  such  a  position  could  be 
easily  blown  up.   Ton  could  blow  the 
ship  to  pieces ;  but  it  would  be  necessary 
to  employ  divers  to  remove  the  various 

Sarts  of  it  which  hod  been  di82>er8ed. 
fy  particular  reason  for  wishing  to  see 
the  English  out  of  Egypt  is,  because 
Egypt  would  be  another  vast  place  to 
defend,  and  so  create   another  weak 
place  in  the  large  area  of  weak  places 
to  defend;  and  I  really  boliove  that  that 
.  is  the  most  humanitarian  course  which 
,  could  be  pursued.  I  agree  with  many  of 
.   the  remarks  of  the  hon.  and  gallantMem- 
ber  for  Finsbury  (Colonel  Duncan)  in  re- 
I  gard  to  the  Egyptians,  although  I  do  not 
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agree  with  him  as  to  the  zeal  they  are 
lilely  to  display  in  instituting  reforms. 
To  a  more  or  less  extent  they  will  always 
be  slaves  under  the  domination  of  some 
strong  wiU;  and  what  they  really  re- 
quire is  some  strong  and  powerful  leader 
to  direct  them  in  mana^ng  their  own 
affairs.  Beferring  back  to  the  question 
of  the  Suez  Canal,  if  ever  we  go  to  war 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  inevitably 
be  blocked.  Indeed,  I  will  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  if  I  were  the  Admiral  out 
there  I  should  block  it  myself,  and  re- 

fort  what  I  had  done  to  the  Government, 
might  be  tried  by  court  martial ;  but  I 
should  hare  saved  the  country  an  enor- 
mous expense  and  the  employment  of 
50,000  men  in  guarding  the  Canal.  I 
am  in  favour  of  using  England's  old 
highway  round  the  Gape.  That  is  a 
safe  route  which  can  never  be  blocked ; 
and  as  long  as  we  hold  command  of 
the  sea  we  shall  he  able  to  fight  the 
world.  As  to  the  question  of  giving  up 
Egypt,  some  hon.  Members  say  that  if 
we  withdraw  our  occupation  the  French 
will  go  there.  I  do  not  see  why  that 
should  be  so.  At  this  moment  the  Debt 
of  ilgypt  is  guaranteed  by  six  Powers  ; 
and  why  cannot  those  Powers  guarantee 
that  not  one  of  them  shall  enter  Egypt 
after  our  evacuation  of  that  country  ?  I 
imagine  that  an  international  guaran- 
tee of  that  description  is  all  that  is  re- 
quired. I  feel  very  strongly  upon  this 
point.  I  should  be  very  glad  indeed  to 
see  the  English  leave  Egypt  as  soon  as 
possible,  it  being  understood,  of  course, 
lhat  the  country  must  be  left  in  such  a 
state  as  England  can  leave  her  in  with 
pride  and  satisfaction. 

Thb  first  LOBD  of  the  TBKA- 
80RT  (Mr.  "W.  E.  Gladstohe)  :  It  has 
been  a  great  advantage  and  a  great 
pleasure  to  listen  to  the  speeches  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  has  just  eat  down  and 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the 
Holborn  Division  of  Finsbury  (Colonel 
Duncan),  who  has  now  left  his  place. 
They  have  made  ua  aware  of  opinions 
entitled  to  the  greatest  respect  and 
weight  in  consequence  of  the  abilities 
that  the  respecbve  speakers  have  de- 
veloped in  a  practical  form  in  the  service 
of  their  Queen  and  country  in  Egypt 
itself.  I  have  listened  with  particular 
satisfaction  to  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord,  who  said  much  that  we  should  do 
well  to  take  to  heart  His  speech,  like 
that  of  the  hon.  and  galUmt  Member 

■Lord  Charltt  Beretford 


who  spoke  near  the  Bar,  has  tended  to 
elevate  the  Egyptian  Question  out  of 
the  region  of  the  controversies  of  Party, 
and  to  enable  all  sides  of  the  Committeo 
to  dire<^  their  mind  to  it  with  sometbiii^ 
as  I  hope,  of  a  common  objeot.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  and  other 
speakers  are  very  anxious  that  somothing 
like  a  continuous  policy  should  be  main- 
tained in  Egypt,  and  thoy  anticipata 
great  advantage  from  the  adherence  to 
a  principle  of  that  kind.  Well,  Members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  Ministen 
may  have  very  good  intentions,  but  at 
the  same  time,  may  fail  in  giving  effect 
to  them ;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
some  hon.  Members  opposite,  was  our 
case,  because  it  was  our  extreme  desire 
to  support  a  oontinuous  policy.  I  saj 
this  in  the  presence  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  senior  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Laboudiere) ;  and  it  was  our  sense 
of  the  force  of  binding  engagementsthat 
led  us  to  do  in  Egypt  what  we  should 
not  have  done  in  other  circumstances, 
because  it  was  opposed  to  our  views  and 
the  opinions  and  convictions  which  somo 
of  us  had  given  expression  to  in  the 
country.  Many  hon.  Members  who  look 
back  find  it  quite  easy  to  point  out  hov 
all  the  evils  we  have  incurred  might 
have  been  avoided.  And  here  I  would 
make  one  criticism  upon  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Colonel 
Duncan).  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber thinks  that  all  the  miscarriages  and 
oil  the  errors  connected  with  the  Soudan 
would  have  been  avoided — in  fact,  he  is 
certain  about  it— and  dismisses  the  snb- 
ject  by  saying  that  it  is  of  no  use  to  017 
.over  spilt  milk.  He  says  there  would 
have  been  no  difflcnlty  if  General  Gordon 
had  been  sent  to  the  Soudan,  and 
if  it  had  been  made  known  at  tbe 
same  time  that  he  had  the  British 
Army  at  his  back.  There  would 
thon,  he  says,  have  been  no  difficulty. 
But,  Sir,  is  that  clear  ?  The  first  thing 
which  naturally  occurs  to  the  mind  is 
that  when  General  Gordon  went  to  Ike 
Soudan  it  was  his  most  distinct  and 
strong  conviction,  as  it  was  the  convic- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  (Jovemmen^  that 
the  thing  essentuil  to  be  known  was  that 
the  British  Army  was  not  at  his  hack, 
and  that  he  should  have  no  British 
troops  sent  to  him,  and  no  Turkish 
soldiers.  After  ascribing  as  much  as  you 
please  to  gratuitous  and  unneoesraij 
error,  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  as  to 
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most  of  the  difBcultiea  which  we  hare 
had  to  eucouDtor,  they  were  inseparable 
from  the  nature  of  the  operations  we 
undertook,  and  the  eogagementa  wo  had 
entered  into;  and  that  the  attempt  to 
gOTera  a  country  so  different  in  religion 
and  race,  so  remote,  and  subject  to  such 
jealousies  and  such  intrigues  as  a  bye 
portion  of  a  great  Empire  like  this  is  will» 
and  must,  always  lead  to  a  gnat  amount 
of  miscarriage.  There  is,!  am  bound 
to  say,  one  solitary  topic  which  I  cannot 
avoid  to  mention.  It  has  boen  spoken 
of  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell),  who 
said  that  the  state  of  Egypt  was  so  bad 
that  it  could  not  possibly  be  worse. 
Well,  Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  that  when 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  reports  upon 
the  state  of  Egypt,  as,  I  believe,  he  will 
in  a  few  days,  he  will  say  that  which 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring  has  already  reported 
—about  which  I  do  not  believe  there 
has  been  the  smallest  doubt,  and  in  re- 

gard  to  which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
er  for  Finsbury  (Colonel  Duncan),  who 
has  now  returned  to  his  place,  has  sup- 
tied  to-night  one  important  item  of  evi- 
enoe — namely,  that  immense  practical 
improvements  have  been  made  in  Egypt, 
whatever  the  burdens  and  suffering  of 
the  people  have  been,  which  improve- 
ments are  intimately  associated  with  the 
happiness  and  well-being  of  the  people. 
About  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever, and  I  will  just  give  the  heads 
under  which  I  will  state  those  improve- 
ments. In  the  first  place,  then,  the 
horrible  condition  of  the  prisons  has 
undergone  effectual  and  stringent  re- 
form— whother  it  is  perfect  now  I  will 
not  undertake  to  say ;  but  I  will  un- 
dertake to  eay  that  a  vast  improve- 
ment has  been  made.  With  respect 
to  forced  labour  —  one  of  the  most 
cruel  inflictions  under  which  a  people 
can  suffer — an  immense  reform  has  taken 
place.  With  reference  to  taxation,  and 
the  enormous  abuses  which  prevailed 
formerly  in  that  country  from  the  time 
of  Mehemet  Ali,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that,  for  many  past  years,  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  people  in  regard  to  the 
coUeclion  of  the  taxes  were  as  great  or 
KTeater  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
Turkish  Empire.  These  abusos  have 
undftrgone  the  most  effectual  retrench- 
ment, at  least,  if  not  extirpation.  AVith 
regard  to  public  works,  no  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  state  of  £gypt  can 


fail  to  be  aware  that^  under  the  able 
superintendence  of  Colonel  Moncrieff, 
changes  of  the  greatest  imjwrtaDce  and 
developments  for  good  which  had  been 
previously  initiated  have  taken  place, 
and  constitute  an  immense  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  the  country.  Well, 
Sir,  the  hon.  and  gallant  Qentlemaa, 
speaking  with  undeniable  authority,  has 
told  us  that  there  has  also  been  an  im- 
provement in  that  which  at  one  time  it 
was  supposed  was  the  greatest  difficulty 
there  was  to  contend  with — namely,  the 
Egyptian  Army.  We  need  not  depend 
entirely  upon  the  authority  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman,  great  as  it  is, 
as,  after  all,  his  acknowledgments  only 
brings  us  back  to  what  was  before  the 
last  few  years  well  understood,  and 
almost  universally  known.  From  the 
time  of  the  Greek  War  of  Indepondence 
it  was  well  known  bow  powerful  was  the 
assistance  which  the  Ottoman  Empire 
derived  from  its  Egyptian  troops.  In 
the  crisis  of  1840  it  was  the  formidable 
character  of  the  Egyptian  troops  which 
constituted  the  great  danger  of  the 
Turkish  Empire  which  required  the 
European  intervonlion  which  it  was 
believed  at  the  time  was  necessary  to 
save  it.  Again,  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
bellion in  &ete,  about  the  year  1858,  I 
think,  it  was  the  Egyptian  troops  mainly 
which  enabled  the  Sultan  to  put  it  down, 
Turkish  troops  having  long  struggled 
against  it  in  vain.  All  these,  Sir,  are 
points  of  the  very  greatest  importance 
with  regard  to  tho  future  of  Egypt;  and 
although  I  do  not  say  they  can  iu  all 
respects  console  us  for  what  has  taken 
place,  yet  they  form  something  like  a 
set  off  which  ought  not  to  be  omitted 
from  our  calculations  when  we  are 
speaking  of  the  future  of  that  country, 
and  endeavouring  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  condition  of  its  inhabitants.  Now, 
Sir,  with  respect  to  the  Tote  before  us 
and  the  Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff,  it  is  very  natural,  when  a  sum  of 
this  kind  is  proposed  to  be  taken  for 
that  Mission,  that  the  Committee  should 
look,  in  the  first  place,  for  some  fulness 
of  financial  details;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  it  is  natural  that  they  should  bo 
anxious  fur  an  oxpotition  of  Egyptian 
policy.  Unfortunately,  so  far  as  tho 
nature  of  this  Tote  is  concerned,  we'  are 
to  a  greet  extent  in  the  hands  of  Gen- 
tlemen opposite,  and  are  unable  to  say 
anything  with  regard  to  it  either  one 
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way  or  the  other.  The  attention  of  the 
present  Foreign  Secretary  (the  Earl  of 
Rosebery)  was  drawn,  immediatoly  after 
bia  aocession  to  Office,  to  what  appeared 
to  be  the  rather  copious  charges  that 
had  been  made  upon  the  people  of  Eng- 
land in  connection  with  this  Mission. 
My  noble  Friend  at  once  took  measures 
to  imraress  that  a  considerable  reduction 
afaouM  be  made.  Well,  Sir,  we  have  as 
yet  no  details ;  but  we  beliere  that  be- 
fore long,  perhaps  before  many  days  are 
orer,  we  shall  be  in  possession  of  them. 
Still,  it  was  not  possible  to  keep  this 
Vote  hatagiug  orer  when  we  had  large 
Estimates  and  business  of  importance  to 
deal  with.  But  we  have  an  assurance, 
on  which,  no  doubt,  we  may  rely,  that 
from  the  let  of  January,  which  is  a  very 
recent  date,  there  will  be  a  large  reduc- 
tion of  this  expenditure.  Into  details, 
howevnr,  I  cannot  enter ;  but  so  much  I 
say  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to  the 
polioy  associated  with  this  Mission,  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ooremment  to  give  at  present  any 
ooncIusiTO  replj.  We  are  expecting 
to  receive  the  Keport  of  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond  Wolff,  which  will  greatly  improve 
our  pontion  in  that  respect.  Bat  hon. 
Gentlemen  mast  not  suppose  that  the 
Mission  of  l^r  H.  Drummond  Wolff  is  a 
small  matter  in  relation  to  the  Egyptian 
QuesUon.  I  can  give  no  opinion  of  it 
whatsoover,  either  in  its  favour  or  other- 
wise, imtil  I  am  in  possession  of  much 
more  information.  I  only  say  that  our 
desire  and  disposition  are,  if  we  can,  to 
do  nothing  to  break  the  continuity  of 
the  proceedings  in  Egypt  connected  with 
the  Mission.  Such  a  break  in  continuity 
is  an  evil  in  itself,  and  unless  it  is  found 
to  be  necMsary  to  do  bo  we  shall  use 
the  best  efforts  in  our  power  to  avoid  it. 
Bat  do  not  let  hon.  Oentlemen  admit 
into  their  minds  any  idea  that  the  im- 
portance of  the  Mission  must  be  mea- 
sured by  tiie  sum  upon  the  Estimates, 
What  does  tiiat  Mission  involve?  It 
involves,  in  the  first  place,  an  Interna- 
tional engagement.  Now  that  is  a  very 
important  result.  I  do  not  recollect  that 
any  former  Missions  which  have  taken 
place  to  Egypt  involved  such  a  result. 
The  Mission  of  Mr.  Cave,  the  Earl  of 
Bufferin— his  was  hardly  a  Mission ;  he 
was  Ambassador  to  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment—or that  of  the  Eat!  of  Northbrook, 
involved  any  Interoaticmal  engage- 
ments. This  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glathion* 


possible  consequence.  It  may  be,  tad. 
no  doubt  will  be,  argued  that  it  may 
have  the  effect  of  greatly  enhancing  the 
force  of  British  influence  with  the  Ha- 
hommedan  population  of  that  oountrf 
and  the  Soudan,  when  the  religiou 
character  of  the  Saltan's  Office  is  taken 
into  view,  and  when  it  is  known  that  he 
is  working  in  concert  with  the  Briti^ 
GknwDment.  But  whether  what  will 
naturally  oeour  will  apply  in  one  direc- 
tion or  the  other  is  a  question  wfaiA 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  be  entitled  to  saj 
is  one  of  great  importance,  and  I  iritt 
not  attempt  to  appreciate  it  wiA  pre- 
cision at  the  present  moment.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  quite  plain,  as  has  bees 
stated  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mraibw 
for  Burnley  (Mr.  Eylands),  that  if  the 
question  of  the  admission  of  a  High 
Commissioner  from  the  Sultan  into 
Egypt  is  to  be  disoussed  on  a  footing  of 
parity  and  equal  authority  with  that  of 
the  British  Ambassador  on  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  country — if  that  be  die 
true  effect  of  the  Mission,  that,  I  admit, 
raises  a  very  serious  consideration  which, 
the  character  of  the  Mission  not  beiug 
before  ns,  I  could  not  now  attempt 
minutely  or  particularly  to  unfbU.  I 
reserve  my  judgment  altogether  on  this 
subject,  and  only  aay  that  car  doHre 
will  be  to  avail  ourselves  of  all  the 
capacities  for  good  which  this  HieMon 
may  develop ;  and  if  there  be  any  risk 
of  opposite  consequenoes  to  neutnli^ 
those  consequences,  but,  as  far  as  we  are 
able,  to  maintain  in  all  points  to  the 
utmost  of  our  ability,  where  the  interests 
and  honour  of  the  country  admit,  the 
continuity  of  our  proceedings  which,  I 
am  happy  to  think,  with  regard  to  oUier 
important  matters  of  Eastern  pi^. 
have  been  materially  recognized  by  the 
late  Government  and  the  present  Govera* 
ment,  and  which  I  hope,  under  favoar- 
able  circumstances,  are  destined  to 
acquire  solidity,  that  if  it  can  be  miin- 
tained  will  be  highly  benefitaal  both  to 
the  honour  and  best  intMsst^  of  Aa 
country.  My  view  is  tiiat,  where  pro- 
posals of  this  kind  are  made  to  the 
House,  it  is  right  that  we  should  give 
the  Committee  to  understand  in  very  few 
words  what  our  position  really  is.  The 
question  as  to  the  Vote  is,  in  our  o^mt, 
secondary  to  the  very  important  qaM- 
tions  of  policy  which  are  invcJved  in  the 
Mission.  We  have  not  had  time  to 
obtain  snoh  iafovsMtioa  from  Sir  H. 
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Drammond  Wolff  vith  respect  to  his 
Mission  aa  will  enable  us  fully  to  appre- 
raate  his  position  under  the  ciroum- 
Btanoes ;  and  we  could  not  possibly  make 
any  change  on  the  augveetion  that  has 
been  made  as  to  introauoing  eojuomy 
into  the  working  of  the  Mission.  We 
oaunot  possibly  make  any  serious  change, 
or  do  anything  which  will  tend  to  un- 
settle the  position  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff,  or  the  position  of  Her  Majesty's 
(SoTemment  with  regard  to  this  matter. 
This  is  our  position,  and  this  is  my 
excuse  for  making  a  claim  on  the 
patience  of  the  Committee ;  and  trusting 
that  hou.  Members  will  wait  until  we 
aro  ourselves  able  fully  to  command  a 
view  of  the  situation  in  Egypt,  which 
has  certainly  become  less  complicated 
since  the  appointment  of  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Woln;  seeing  that  Her  Majesty's 
GoTerament  is  in  need  of  information 
which  at  present  it  does  not  possess,  and 
witiiout  passing  any  judgment  on  any 
part  of  the  transaction,  it  is  our  opinion, 
having  regard  to  the  interests  of  this 
country  and  of  Bgypt,  that  the  Commit- 
tee  should  at  once  proceed  to  pass  this 
Vote. 

Mb.  BOTJRKE  :  Sir,  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Committee  will  permit  me 
to  eay  very  much  after  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Qentlemaa  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter ;  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Committee  will  be  satisfied  if 
I  were  to  allow  this  opportunity  to  pass 
by  without  saying  something  in  connec- 
tion with  this  subject.  And  it  is  also  be- 
cause I  can  assure  the  Committee  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  that 
nothing  is  farther  from  the  intentions  of 
the  Members  of  the  late  Government 
than  to  shirk  in  any  way  the  responsi- 
bility  justly  attaching  to  us  respecting 
the  policy  concerned  in  the  Mission  of 
Sir  H.  I&ummond  Wolff  and  the  ex- 
penditure incurred  in  conneotion  with  it. 
We  accept  all  the  responsibility  of  the 
expenditure  incurred.  Now,  Sir,  one 
or  two  observations  with  reference  to 
the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister.  I 
am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intends  that  there  should  be 
a  continuity  of  policy ;  because  as  we 
prepared  that  policy  it  is,  of  course,  very 
aatiafaotm'y  to  find  that  there  is  to  be  no 
break  in  the  chain.  One  of  the  prin- 
ciples involved  in  tiiis  Mission,  and  in 
tiie  iiutnwtioafl  g^van  to  Sir  H.  Dram- 


mond Wolff  by  the  Marquess  of  Salis 
bury,  was  that  the  co-operation  of  the 
Sultan  was  desirable;  and  although  I 
am  glad  to  hear  from  the  right  lu>n. 
Gentleman  that  he  does  not  consider 
that  question  at  all  important,  yet  he 
does  not  give  any  distinct  opinion  as  to 
whether  that  co-operation  is  desirable 
or  not — he  wishes  to  see,  before  that 
admission  is  made,  whether  the  co- 
operation of  the  Sultan  ia  desirable 
or  not  for  England.  Well,  Sir, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  one 
observation  at  the  commencement  of  his 
remarks  with  regard  to  the  policy  of  the 
late  Government  with  respect  to  Egypt. 
He  said  that  the  last  Liberal  Govern- 
ment took  the  course  they  did  in  conse- 
quence of  a  desire  to  continue  the  policy 
of  their  Predecessors.  I  do  not  wish  to 
enter  upon  any  controversial  matter ;  but 
I  think  I  ^ould  not  be  doing  my  duty 
if  I  were  not  to  protest  against  the  view 
that  the  policy  of  the  last  Government 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  policy  of  their  Prede- 
cessors, because  nothing  could  be  more 
different  than  the  policy  pursued  by  the 
Administration  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man four  or  five  years  ago  than  the 
policy  of  the  Government  which  they 
succeeded.  Sir,  there  was  an  observa- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Bradlangh)  which  I  will 
take  notice  of.  The  hon.  Member 
seemed  to  think  that,  according  to  pre- 
cedent, Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  ought 
to  have  vacated  his  seat  for  the  accept- 
.  ance  of  Office.  I  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised, having  regai^  to  the  industry 
and  ability  of  the  hon.  Member,  that  he 
had  not  made  himself  acquainted  with 
the  law  on  this  subject,  because  it  has 
been  well  ascertained.  It  has  been  laid 
down  over  and  over  again  by  the  highest 
authorities,  and  in  a  paragraph  of  Sir 
Erskine  May's  work  on  ^rUammtarj/ 
Praetiee,  that— 

"The  acceptance  of  the  Office  of  Amhaasador 
or  other  Foreifp  MioisteT  does  not  disqaalify, 
□or  does  its  aooeptanoe  vacate  the  Mot  of  a 
Member." 

Now,  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  was  ap- 
pointed Minister  Plenipotentiary  and 
Special  Envoy.  It  has  been  held  in 
many  cases— in  the  case  of  Lord  Strat- 
ford de  Bedcliffe,  of  Mr.  Canning,  and 
in  the  case  of  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  who 
sat  three  ot  four  years  in  this  House 
while  a  salaried  aad  paid  officer  in  the 
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Diplomatio  Service,  and  also  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Sheil.  The  case  of  Mr.  Shell  was 
one  of  the  most  remarkahle  oaees  which 
may  be  named,  because  with  regard  to 
it  the  point  was  raised  in  this  House. 
Mr.  Sbeil  was  Member  for  Duogarran 
when  he  was  appointed  Envoy  Extra* 
ordinary  to  the  Qrand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 
and  an  hon.  Member  moved  for  a  new 
Writ  under  the  impression  that  the  seat 
was  vacated ;  but  next  day,  or  a  day  or 
two  afterwards  the  Mover  of  the  Writ 
came  down  to  the  House  and  stated  that 
he  had  moved  the  Writ  under  an  erro- 
neous impression,  and  that  he  found  that 
the  seat  was  not  vacated;  and  in  that 
caee  the  House  granted  a  tupertedsae  to 
the  Writ  for  the  election  of  a  new  Mem- 
hvr.  Thus  it  was  decided  tiiat  not  only 
the  acceptance  of  the  Office  of  Minister 
FlenipoteDtiary  or  Special  Bnvoy  does 
not  vacate  the  seat,  but  that  all  pro- 
ceedings taken  upon  such  acoeptaoco  of 
Office  fall  to  the  ground.  With  regard 
to  another  observation  wliich  fell  from 
the  hon.  Member,  I  should  like  the  Com- 
mittee to  recollect  what  was  the  position 
of  affairs  with  regard  to  Egypt  when  the 
Mission  of  Sir  H.  Brummoud  Wolff  was 
proposed.  I  think  it  will  be  admitted 
by  all  that  Egyptian  affairs  were  in  a 
vexy  abnormal  condition  at  that  time. 
The  finances  were  in  a  very  critical 
state ;  and,  although  I  quite  agree  with 
the  remarksof  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  that  a  great  deal  of 
amelioration  has  taken  place  in  many 
branches  ci  the  Administration,  at  the 
same  time  many  branches  of  the  Ad- 
ministration in  Egypt  wore  then  .in  a 
state  of  very  great  disorder.  The  Daira 
and  the  Domain  Administrations  were 
and  are,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  a  state  of 
chronic  deficit ;  the  arrangements  for 
thepermanentestablishmentof  theEgyp- 
tian  Army  are  incomplete,  andlmaysay 
inchoate;  the  condition  of  the  Sou- 
dan, in  a  word,  was  a  condition  of 
armed  hostility,  and  the  armed  hostility 
was  rendered  more  formidable  by  the 
fact  that  after  the  capture  of  Khartoum 
there  was  an  immense  amount  of  guns 
and  material  in  the  bands  of  the  rebels, 
and  which  I  believe  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  rebels  still.  Then,  the  Province  of 
Dongola  was  in  a  state  of  armed  hos- 
tility also ;  and  not  only  so,  but  all  the 
inhabitants  in  that  Province  had  joined 
the  Mabdi's  Force  and  were  threatening 
Upper  Egypt.  Again,  the  Mussulman 

ifi-.  Sourke 


population  of  the  whole  Empire  of  Egypt 
was  in  a  state  of  ferment ;  and  the  rela- 
tions, moreover,  between  England  and 
the  Great  Powers  were  in  a  veiy  un- 
satisfactory state — in  fact,  I  may  say, 
Sir,  that  both  internally  and  exteroally 
the  condition  of  Egypt  was  one  which 
gave  Her  Majesty 'slate  Qoveramentvery 
g^eat  anxiety ;  and  they  considered  it 
incumbent  upon  them  on  entering  Office 
to  take  some  step  which  they  bought 
might,  at  any  rate,  prodnce  a  better 
state  of  things  in  that  country.  Well, 
Sir,  the  first  duty  which  they  considered 
was  incumbent  upon  them  was  to  make 
an  honest  attempt  to  restore  confidence 
to  the  Sultan,  and  to  the  ot^er  Powers 
in  that  respect ;  and  there  were  two 
points  on  which  it  was  thought  abso* 
lutely  necessary  to  arrive  at  a  oondiuioD 
— one  was  the  restoration  of  order  in 
Egypt,  and  the  other  was  an  arrange- 
ment for  the  ultimate  withdrawal  of  the 
British  Forces  from  that  country.  Those, 
after  all,  were  the  two  great  points  on 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  de- 
cided to  send  this  Special  Miasion  to 
Egypt.  They  thought  that  if  they  could 
establish  a  cordial  understanding  vith 
the  Sultan  which  would  in  no  way  excite, 
nor,  at  the  same  time,  ruffle  the  seuGi* 
bilities  of  other  Powers,  it  ought  to  I>e 
done  ;  and.  Sir,  with  that  object  in  ricv, 
they  determined  to  send  a  Special  EoToy 
to  Egypt,  with  the  power,  with  the  au- 
thority, and  with  the  dignity  of  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  to  carry  out  their  views. 
Everything  which  has  taken  place  ainee 
then,  every  telegram  that  has  passed,  not 
only  from  Sir  H,  Drummond  Wolff  him- 
self,  but  from  Foreign  Powers  and  from 
our  own  Ministers  abroad,  have  convinced 
Her  Majesty's  late  Government  that  the 
selection  whioh  they  made  was  a  vise 
one,  for  no  person  could  have  performed 
the  duty  of  his  office  with  grater  ability, 
dignity,  tact,  discretion,  and  patieoco 
than  has  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff.  Sir, 
some  observations  have  been  made  by 
hon.  Gteutlemen  in  the  course  of  this  dis- 
cussion upon  the  question  as  to  whether 
any  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  re- 
lauons  between  the  Sultan  and  the  Khe- 
dive, and  that  point  has  been  alluded  to 
by  the  Prime  leister.  All  I  can  s^, 
Sir,  is  that  the  instraotions  to  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  were  definite  on  tfaat 
subject,  and  to  Uie  effect  that  the  por- 
tion of  the  Sidtan  as  Sovereign  of 
was  to  be  ree<^iuzed  in  its  taH  BigmD* 
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cance.  Aad,  so  far  aa  anything  which 
has  taken  place  under  those  instructions, 
and  so  far  as  relations  are  concerned, 
tKere  can  be  no  intention  vhaterer  to 
alter  in  any  way  the  relations  which 
exist  at  the  present  time  between  the 
Sultan  and  the  Khedive.  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond  Wolff  proceeded,  in  accordance 
with  his  instructions,  to  Constautiuople, 
and  he  had  not  been  there  very  long 
wlion  he  established  the  most  cordial  re- 
lations, not  only  with  the  Sultan  and  the 
Porte,  but  also  with  the  whole  Diplo- 
matic Body  in  that  Capital ;  and,  Sir, 
anyone  who  is  acquainted  with  the  con- 
duct of  Eastern  negotiations  at  Constan- 
tinople must  know  very  well  that  it  is 
not  easy  for  any  one  Power  to  establish 
cordial  relations  with  the  Beprosenta- 
tives  of  other  Powers  on  any  subject ; 
and  when  we  consider  that  in  this  case 
it  was  the  buming^  question  of  Egypt,  I 
think  that  so  much  the  neater  oredit  is 
due  to  Sir  n.  BrummoiKL  Wolff  for  the 
cordial  co-operation  which  be  was  able 
to  obtain  from  all  Foreign  Ambassadors 
to  the  Court  of  the  Sultan.  He  was 
nble  to  point  out,  both  to  the  Saltan  and 
the  Be^esentatives  of  the  Powers,  that 
the  objects  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment— namely,  the  restoration  of  order 
in  Egypt  and  the  making  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  withdrawal  of  our  forces 
in  that  country,  were  in  cousonance  with 
the  views  of  the  Forte  and  the  other 
Powers  of  Europe— whose  confidence,  I 
must  say,  for  the  past  five  years  has 
boen  rudoly  shocked.  Unless  some  ar- 
rangement had  been  oome  to  for  the 
bringing  about  of  harmony  with  the 
Sultan  and  the  other  Powers,  I  very 
much  doubt  whether  it  would  have  been 
possible  to  have  brought  about  a  satis- 
factory state  of  things  in  Egypt.  After 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  arrived  in  Con- 
stantinople a  considerable  amount  of  de- 
lay took  place,  and  a  great  deal  of  the 
expense  of  the  Mission  was  in  conse- 
quence of  that  delay.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
who  have  watched  the  course  of  events 
in  the  East  during  the  past  five  or  six 
months  will  know  that  circumstancea 
occurred  to  produce  delay  which  were 
not  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff's  fault.  He 
had  not  been  long  in  Constantinople 
when  the  revolution  in  Eastern  Bou- 
melia  broke  out,  Servia  and  Bulgaria 
went  to  war,  Greece  began  to  arm,  and 
Turkey  prepared  for  war.  All  these 
oinmoiBtancea  prevented  the  Sultan  giv- 


ing that  attention  which  he  wished  to 
give  to  Sir  H.  Drummond  WolfiTs  Mia- 
sion  when  Sir  Hairy  first  arrived  thnre. 
Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  with 
a  good  deal  of  patience,  tact,  and  good 
humour  he  went  on  pegging  away — not- 
withstanding the  great  amount  of  busi- 
ness of  an  absorbing  character  that  the 
Sultan  had  to  do  in  connection  with  this 
and  other  subjects,  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff  was  able  at  last  to  get  this  Con- 
vention signed.  Whether  or  not  the 
Convention  will  be  an  ultimate  success 
depends  upon  Her  Majesty's  present 
Advisers;  but,  so  far  as  it  has  gone  up 
to  the  present,  I  think  I  may  claim  for 
it  that  it  has  been  an  absolute  and  en- 
tire sucoess.  Let  us  see  what  are  the  ob- 
jects to  be  gained  by  the  Mission.  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff  has  himself  de- 
scribed them,  and  described  them  in 
language  which  I  think  I  cannot  im- 
prove upon.    He  says — 

"  Perhaps  your  Lordship  will  allov  me  to  re- 
capitulate the  Torions  points  on  which,  as  fuas 
I  can  ju<]g«,  this  InstraniBot  may  prove  o2  ad- 
vantage. 

"  In  the  first  placa,  the  concltuioa  of  an  ar- 
rangement of  Mij  kind  has  done  much  to  nllay 
the  irritation  that  hag  existed  for  some  time  ia 
the  mindi  of  the  Turks  toward  Ikigland. 

"  In  saying  this,  I  do  not  wish  in  any  way  to 
criticise  the  past ;  but  it  ia  beyond  a  doubt  that 
the  irritation  has  eiiated,  and  baa  done  much  to 
diminish  the  influence  which  Her  U^esty's 
Government  ought  to  exercise  In  the  Dominions 
of  the  Sultan. 

"  Secondly,  the  «pp(»ntment  of  Engliah  and 
Turkish  Oommisuonen  in  ^ypt  for  the  ob- 
jects j»vposed  establishes  in  the  most  formal 
manner  the  existence  of  a  good  uadentanding 
between  the  two  countries." 

Then  he  goes  on  to  say  that  a  position 
of  legality  should  be  established  in 
Egypt,  a  position  whidi  had  been  sadly 
broken  during  the  last  five  years.  I  re- 
collect that  one  of  the  charges  brought 
against  the  Earl  of  Beaconefield's  Ad- 
ministration was  that  he  had  broken  the 
law  of  Europe.  Why,  the  whole  of  our 
proceedings  in  Egypt  during  the  past 
nve  years  have  been  a  flagrant  breach 
of  the  law  of  Europe,  and  it  has  been  to 
remedy  that  breach  that  this  arrange- 
ment with  the  Sultan  has  been  entered 
into.  I  will  not  weary  the  Conunittoe 
by  goiqg  at  great  leng^  into  this  sub- 
ject; but  I  think,  before  I  sit  down,  the 
Committee  will  expect  me  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  question  of  ex- 
pense. It  was  nevez  the  intention  of 
Hei;  Majebty's  late  GoTenunmt  that  Sir 
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H.  Drummond  Wolflf  s  Mission  should 
be  equipped  ia  total  disregard  of  all 
those  accessories  whieh  give  effect  to 
these  Missions,  and  which  make  them, 
particularly  in  Eastern  countries,  much 
more  effective  than  they  would  other- 
wise be  without  them.  It  is  impossible 
to  suppose  that  very  large  entertain- 
meuts  would  not  take  place ;  and  I  must 
say  that  I  do  not  think,  considering 
everything  that  has  been  done  by  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  in  the  way  of  enter- 
tainment and  other  necessary  expenses, 
that  the  sum  can  be  thought  at  all  ex- 
travagant. Her  Majesty's  Government 
took  very  good  care  that  they  would 
appear  before  this  House,  at  any  rate, 
in  a  good  position,  for  they  attached  an 
experienced  public  servant  to  the  Mis- 
sion, whose  duty  it  is  to  prepare  for 
transmission  full  accounts  of  every  item 
of  expenditure  incurred  in  the  usual 
manner.  They  did  that  in  conformity 
with  the  Beport  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee ;  and  in  doing  so  I  think 
they  took  every  precaution  that  this 
House  could  have  expected  them  to  take. 
I  must  say  that  those  who  know  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  will  not  accuse  him  of 
folly ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  a  gen- 
tleman with  his  knowledge  of  the  House 
of  ConunonB  would  have  shown  an  ex- 
traordinary amount  of  folly  if  he  had 
inouned  such  a  large  amount  of  expen- 
diture, which  could  not  be  justified  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  Public  Service.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  every  particle  of  the 
expenditure  incurred  in  this  Mission 
has  been  incurred  in  consequence  of  Sir 
n.  Drummond  WolfTs  devotion  to  the 
Public  Service.  As  to  telegrams,  the 
point  ia  one  to  which  a  great  deal  of 
attention  has  been  paid.  Itis  necessary 
to  mention  these  subjects,  as  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  is  not  here  to  defend 
himself  with  regard  to  them;  and  I 
think  that  as  allegations  against  him 
have  been  made  I  should  not  be  doing 
my  duty  if  I  were  not  to  answer  them. 
In  the  first  place,  I  should  like  to  men- 
tion, in  justice  to  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff,  that  some  people  hare  been  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  possible  to  put 
down  the  expense  of  the  telegrams  from 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  under  the  head 
of  "  telegrams."  Now,  such  a  course  as 
that  would  not  only  be  improper,  but  it 
would  be  against  the  rule  of  the  Foreign 
Office  to  do  80 ;  because  it  is  a  rule  there 
— and  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  rule  too 
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— that  all  tlie  expenses,  including  tele- 
grams, of  Special  Missions,  should  be 
put  under  the  head  of  "Foreign  Mis- 
sions," and  not  "telegrams."  There- 
fore, we  do  not,  under  the  head  "tele- 
grams," include  telegraphic  communica- 
tions from  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  but 
telegrams  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
particularly  from  the  East :  because  ia 
consequonoe  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the 
East  very  long  telegrams  were  sent  to 
the  Foreign  Office  from  Tienns,  Bel- 
grade, Bucharest,  Qreece,  Sofia,  Monte* 
negro,  and  other  places,  all  of  which  an 
charged  for  under  the  head  I  menti(m. 
There  are  two  remarks  I  ivould  wish  to 
make  in  reply  to  what  has  been  said  on 
this  matter;  and  I  would  commend 
them  to  the  equitable  cousideration  of 
the  Committee.    When  Sir  H.  Drnm- 
mond   Wolff    arrived    at    Cairo,  it 
will  be   in   the   recollection  of  the 
Committee   that    a    rebellion  broke 
out  at  Dongola.    The  consequence  of 
that  was  that  everyone  in  Egypt  was 
thrown  into  a  state  almost  of  panic,  be- 
cause the   people   thought  that  the 
Mahdi's  Forces  were  going  to  invade 
Upper  Egypt ;  and  no  doubt  they  would 
have  done  so  had  it  not  been  for  the 

fallantry  of  the  British  and  Egyptian 
'orces.  That  state  of  thin^  prodaced 
great  ferment  in  Eg^t ;  ana,  as  a  con- 
sequence.  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff, 
though  a  Special  Envoy  sent  there  for 
another  purpose,  found  that  the  bulk  of 
his  telegrams  had  to  be  devoted  to  the 
general  condition  of  Egypt,  and  they 
were  all  charged  for  under  the  head  of 
his  Special  Mission.  There  is  another 
fact  I  should  like  to  mention  in  justice 
to  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff.  If  the 
Committee  will  compare  the  expense  of 
telegrams  from  Cairo  for  the  quarter 
ending  the  25th  of  March,  1885,  and  the 
quarter  ending  the  25th  of  June,  1885— 
with  which  Her  Majesty's  late  QoTem- 
ment  had  nothing  to  do— with  the  ex- 
pense of  telegrams  from  Cairo  for  the 
quarter  ending  the  2dth  of  December, 
for  which  the  late  Government  was  re- 
sponsible, they  will  find  that  the  tele- 
grams for  those  two  previous  quuters 
exceed  by  far  the  expense  for  the  tde- 
grams  for  the  quarter  ending  the  25tIior 
December,  for  which  the  late  Govern-  ' 
ment  were  responsible.  These  are  tffo 
facts  which,  I  think,  ought  to  commend 
themselves  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee.    Well,  Sir,  I  confess  tbit 
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when  I  sav  the  expenses  that  were  being 
iiLourred  in  connection  \rith  this  Mission 
I  thought  it  very  likely  that  some  inquiry 
would  be  made  in  tiiis  House  on  the 
subject.  I  compared  the  expenses  of 
Sir  H.  Drummond  WolflTs  Mission  with 
those  of  many  other  Hissions  which  pre- 
ceded it.  I  will  not  weary  the  Commit- 
tee by  going  through  a  list  of  these ;  but 
X  will  mention  one,  because  it  has  been 
alluded  to  already — namely,  that  of  the 
Earl  of  Dufferin,  which  is  the  nearest 
parallel  to  that  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff.  I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
there  is  no  more  careful  or  conscientious 
public  servant  in  the  world  than  the 
Earl  of  Dufferin ;  and  I  can  say  this  with 
regard  to  his  salary  and  expenses  during 
his  Mission  to  Cairo — that  if  you  com- 
pare them,  month  by  month,  with  Sir 
H.  Drummond  "WolffiS,  I  have  reason  to 
doubt  whether  those  of  the  Earl  of 
Ihifferin  will  be  exceeded  by  those  of 
Sir  H.  Drmnmond  Wolff.  I  do  not 
mean  for  one  moment  to  suggest  that 
the  Earl  of  Dufferin  spent  one  farthing 
more  than  he  ought  to  have  done.  I  am 
certain,  indeed,  that  he  did  not;  but  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  take  this  into 
consideration  when  sweeping  charges 
of  prof  use  expenditure  are  made  against 
a  public  servant — I  hope  they  will  see 
that  these  charges  cannot  be  justified  by 
comparison  with  the  expenditure  of 
others  in  the  same  position.  In  justice 
to  Sir  H.  Drummona  Wolff,  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  there  is  a  very  great  dif- 
ference between  his  Mission  and  that  of 
the  Earl  of  Dufferin.  His  Mission  was, 
in  fact,  two  Missions— to  Constantinople 
and  to  Cairo — and  he  was  brought  into 
contact  with  two  different  Qoremments, 
and  two  different  sets  of  officials  and 
Corps  Diplomfttiques,  thereby  calling 
for  a  much  lai^er  amount  of  entertain- 
ment than  if  he  had  been  brought  into 
communication  with  one  set  of  officials 
only.  Then,  there  is  another  item  which, 
for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  and  that  is  that  the  Earl 
of  Dufferin  was  provided  at  Cairo  with 
a  Palace  by  the  Khedive  ;  whereas  Sir 
H.  Dmmmond  Wolff,  both  at  Constanti- 
nople and  at  Cairo,  has  had  to  find  hotel 
acoommodation  for  himself,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  that  is  included  here.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  he  has 
reason  to  believe  that  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff's  expenses  during  January 
will  be  less  than  in  the  months  pre- 


ceding. Of  course,  they  will.  All  the 
great  expenses  of  the  Mission  have  now 
been  incurred — I  will  not  say  all  the 
great  expenses;  but  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  right  h<ni.  Gentleman  is  right 
ia  saying  uat  the  expenses  during  the 
next  weeks  of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff's 
Mission  to  Cairo  will  not  be  as  great  as 
they  have  been.  I  have  no  doubt  of 
that ;  but  it  does  not  follow  in  the  least 
from  it  that  the  expenses  of  the  pre- 
ceding  weeks  and  months  have  been  too 
great  I  say,  therefore,  upon  the 
ground  of  precedent  there  is  nothing  to 
complain  of  with  respect  to  the  expenses 
of  this  Mission.  I  shall  be  very  glad 
indeed  to  assist  the  hon.  Member  for 
Burnley  (Mr.  Eylands)  in  reducing  the 
expenses  of  the  Missions  to  Constanti- 
nople and  to  other  places ;  but  it  is  not 
so  easy  to  do,  and  I  do  not  at  present 
see  any  way  in  which  these  expenses  can 
be  curtailed.  Now,  I  must  say  that, 
considering  this  was  a  peaceful  Mission, 
that  its  object  was  a  bene6cent  one,  it  is 
rather  inconsistent  in  hon.  Oentlemen 
opposite  to  taunt  the  late  Government 
with  either  the  policy  or  the  expenses  of 
the  Mission.  Considering  the  way  in 
which  they,  for  four  or  five  years,  voted 
millions  and  millions  of  money  without 
any  good  object,  and  without  a  murmur, 
I  must  say  I  think  it  is  a  little  inconeis- 
tent  to  cavil  at  these  expenses.  If  they 
were  10,  15,  20,  or  100  times  greater 
than  they  are  likely  to  be,  tiiey  would 
only  be  a  drop  in  the  ocean  compared 
with  the  millions  of  money  that  had  been 
Bquandered  in  Egypt  of  late.  Under 
these  circnmstances,  I  trust  the  Commit- 
tee will  assent  to  Uiis  Vote,  not  only  on 
the  ground  that  it  ia  an  eoonomioalYote, 
but  on  the  ground  that  it  is  an  honest 
attempt  to  brin^  about  a  peaceful  solu- 
tion of  a  question  which  has  been  for 
many  years  a  cause  of  the  deepest 
anxiety  to  every  Government. 

Mb.  DILLON :  For  my  part,  there  is 
an  item  I  object  to  much  more  ^an  that 
for  the  expenses  of  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff's  Mission,  and  that  is  the  item 
for  telegrams,  which,  I  presume,  we  may 
take  as  covering  the  telegrams  in  this 
Book  on  the  Affairs  of  Egypt — which, 
by  the  way,  is  not  a  Blue  Book,  but  a 
White  Book.  If  we  may  take  this— as 
I  presume  we  may — as  a  fair  specimen 
of  the  value  we  get  for  this  enormous 
outlay,  I  do  think  the  Committee  ought 
to  administer  a  lesson  to  the  Gorem- 
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numt  in  the  only  way  that  it  ie  possible 
to  do  it  for  squandering  money  on  such  a 
monstroas  monument  of  foUr.  If  this 
debate  had  not  already  continued  for  a 
kog  time,  I  should  have  attempted  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  at 
length.  If  I  did  so  now,  I  am  afraid  I 
should  weary  the  patience  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers and  insure  myself  a  bad  hearing. 
But  I  do  think  I  am  justified  in  asking 
the  Oommittee  to  listen  to  me  for  a  short 
time,  whilst  I  make  a  protest  against 
this  system  of  governing  foreign  conn- 
tries  by  telegram.  This  question,  it 
seems  to  me,  has  been  debated  too 
much  on  the  personal  merits  of  Sir  H. 
Dnimmond  WolfiF.  The  question  whe- 
ther or  not  Sir  H.  Drummond  "Wolff 
gave  too  many  expeosire  dinners  is  not 
the  question  raised  by  Uiis  Vote.  The 
question  raised  is  infinitely  wider.  We 
hear,  for  the  first  time  since  this  miser- 
able Egyptian  business  commenced,  the 
doctrine  of  evacuation  preached.  The 
two  Front  Benches  used  to  agree  in  the 
doctrine  of  putting  off  indefinitely  the 
question  of  evacuation ;  but  now  we  hear 
them  saying  that  the  sooner  the  British 
troops  leave  Egypt  the  better.  We 
have  learnt  to  be  very  sceptical  about 
such  statements,  and  we  shall  be  so  until 
we  are  informed  that  steps  are  being 
taken  to  put  an  end  to  this  enormous 
expense  and  this  monstrous  system  of 

giveming  Egypt  by  telegram.  This 
ouse,  I  think,  has  a  right  to  demand 
that  the  (Joveroment  shall  lay  on  the 
Table  a  full  statement  on  the  subject  of 
their  occupation  of  Egypt,  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  country,  and  of  how 
and  by  whom  the  expenses  are  paid. 
But,  lest  I  should  be  out  of  Order  if  I 
pressed  on  that  subject,  I  will  for  a  few 
moments  direct  attention  to  some  of  the 
documents  in  this  book  of  telegrams,  the 
cost  of  which  we  are  now  asked  to  vote 
out  of  the  National  Exchequer.  First 
of  all,  I  would  draw  attention  to  certain 
telegrams  dealing  with  an  illustrious 
individual  called  the  Sheikh  el  Mor- 
ghani.  He  was  sent,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  from  Cairo  to 
Snakin,  in  the  expectation  that  he  would 
use  his  g^at  infinence  with  tho  Mabom- 
medan  tribes  to  induce  them  to  abstain 
from  attains  on  Suakin.  From  certain 
telegrams  sent  home  by  Donald  A. 
Oameron  and  Colonel  Herbert  Cherm- 
ude,  who  represent  the  Hhiglish  Govem- 
mfflit  at  Suakin,  it  appears  that  they  had 

Mr.  Diilm 


the  highest  ezpeotations  of  the  xeaaU  of 
the  influence  of  tiiisShukhell^Kgliam. 
One  telegram  says — 

"  llorgbani  in  Csiro  ia  veey^  sanguine  ilxnt 
beiDg  able  to  reconcile  the  tnbes,  out  asla  for 
time  to  effect  it.  The  Sheikh  went  down  ts 
Sookin,  and  has,  I  am  informed,  nmaintd 
there  for  a  couple  of  montha." 

It  is  stated,  though  I  do  not  find  it 
in  those  Tftluable  telej^ms,  that  As 
Sheikh  was  convlnoed  that  he  conlddis* 
arm  the  hostility  of  the  tribes,  but 
only  on  condition  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  British  troops.  I  suppose  these 
Blue  Books  are  always  edited ;  but  after 
careful  study  of  it  Z  am  not  able  to  find 
out  any  reference  to  this  opinion  of  tbe 
Sheikh  el  Blorgbani.  On  the  contrary, 
Mr.  Cameron,  speaking  of  this  Sh^kh, 
who,  in  a  previous  telegram,  was  men- 
tioned as  a  man  of  great  influence  with 
the  Mahommednns  in  Egypt,  but  who,  I 
am  informed,  subsequently  declared tiiat 
the  Soudan  oonld  only  he  pacified  on  tbe 
withdrawal  of  the  British  troops,  sajs— 

"  The  Cairo  Sheilth  is  revered  hr  the  Natnei 
o<  Buakin  ;  bat  hit  knowledge  c<  local  bribil 

politice  is  very  limited. 

'*  Ho  does  not  appear  to  have  made  on^  w- 
grosa  in  graapiag  the  situation  siooe  list 
year." 

I  have  received  private  informatioa 
which  makes  me  think  I  can  read  be* 
tween  the  lines,  and  makes  it  clear  that 
this  statement  of  Mr.  Cameron  as  to  the 
Sheikh  Morghani  failing  to  grasp  the 
situation  was  prompted  by  Morghani's 
expression  of  opinion  that  the  only  way 
to  get  peace  in  the  Soudan  was  to  with* 
draw  the  British  troops.  Mr.  Oamota 
goes  on  to  say — 

"  I  met  the  other  UoKghani  a  lev  dtp 

ago." 

And  this  man,  It  seems,  from  other  tde- 
grams,  must  have  been  Iwgely  bribed 
or  paid  by  theOovernment  to  uadertske 
certain  negotiations  with  Bas  Alula,  tbe 
General  of  the  Abyssinian  Forces.  Mr. 
Cameron  says,  speaking  of  the  ofluf 
Morghani— 

"A  serious,  quiet  man,  who  realizea the diffi- 
cultiea  of  the  whole  problem  of  the  Easbira 
Sondan,  th«  Sheikh  of  Daggah,  looks  opoa  tie 
Hadeadowas  as  quite  ineooDtnlable.  NotUii; 
but  starTation  here,  and  total  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  the  Abyssinians  at  Sanheit  and  Kss- 
sala  will,  he  tluaka,  redace  them  to  sahmi*- 
sion." 

From  that  date  the  Sheikh  Sforghani  of 
Cairo  disappears  from  the  despatohcs- 
and  the  Sh^kh  of  Daggal^ 
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.  "  His  ooaaio,«  younger  man,  wbo  ba>  pansd 
all  his  life  in  the  Soudan,  and  who  has  hsd  a 
larg^  personal  experi«Doe  of  the  Hadendowas," 

appears  as  the  trusted  adrlser  of  the 
Bntish  Forces.  The  Sheikh  el  Mor- 
ghani  waa  sent  to  Oairo,  and  the  change 
of  air  seems  to  have  injured  his  heal^, 
for  the  poor  man  died  at  the  end  of  a 
month.  As  I  have  read,  it  is  stated  in 
thia  somewhat  long  telegram  of  Mr. 
Donald  A.  Cameron  that  nothing  but 
starration  and  the  Abjssinians  will 
reduce  the  Hadendowas  to  submissioD. 
Two  English  oruisers  are  then  sent  down 
to  intercept  the  supply  of  grain  and 
other  provisions  reoeired  by  these  un- 
happy Natives  from  the  Eed  Sea— to 
carry  out  this  polii^  of  starvation  and 
extermination  here  set  forth.  So  far 
as  I  can  gather,  this  policy  is  in  foroe  at 
the  present  moment,  and  the  Committee 
will  be  asked  to  vote  a  further  large  sum 
of  money  for  Abyssinia,  to  pay  fmr  the 
serrioea  oj  Bas  Alula  and  oia  Forces, 
whoareOhnstian8,and  therefore  haiefnl 
to  the  Soudanese,  who  have  been  asked 
to  come  and  destroy  the  Hadendowa 
Tribe.  Is  this  diaboUcal  system  to  be 
continued,  when  there  is  no  object  to  be 
gained  by  it  ?  Are  these  horrible  as- 
saults that  have  been  going  on  against 
the  Arabs  round  Baakin  for  so  long  to 
be  continued  in  the  face  of  the  declara- 
tion of  tbe  Government  that  they  desire 
to  withdraw  Her  Majesty's  troops  from 
the  Soudan  ?  Is  this  system  of  starva- 
tion wrn»  concession  to  be  continued  ? 
Is  every  method  that  the  ingenuity  of 
man  can  devise  to  be  resorted  to  for  the 

Snrpose  of  starving  out  these  Haden- 
owaa,  who  have  already  suffered  so 
much  at  the  htmds  of  the  British?  I 
think  this  opportunity  should  not  be  lost 
of  asking  tbe  GoTernment  to  give  us  a 
straightforward  statement  to  the  effect 
that  pending  the  settlement  of  the 
Egyptian  Question  this  wretched  Arab 
Tribe  shall  not  be  pursued  with  a  merci- 
less fury  for  which  no  re^on  can  be  ad- 
duced. I  had  an  opportunity  recently  of 
talking  to  a  British  officer  who  had  had 
a  conversation  with  this  Sheikh  Mor- 

fhani,'  who  was  shipped  off  to  Suakin 
y  the  British  Government.  This  officer 
tells  me  that  the  Sheikh  declares  the 
Arabs  put  down  their  losses  during  the 
famous  passage  of  the  Egyptian  troops 
round  the  wells  and  elsewhere  at  not 
less  than  30,000  killed.  These  words 
are  the  words  of  the  Sheikh  Morghani 


of  Oairo ;  bqt  I  hare  no  doubt  I  should 
be  under  the  mark  if  I  said  that  the 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  Arabs  in  dead 
alone,  since  the  British  troops  first  set 
foot  on  Egyptian  soil}  has  been  neater 
150,000  than  100,000  men.  How  long 
is  this  to  go  on?  Throughout  theso 
debates  appeals  have  been  made  to  the 
Government  to  say  that  pending  the 
completion  of  their  plans  and  until  they 
are  in  a  position  to  declare  a  rational  and 
intelligible  policy  of  evacuation  in  Egypt 
they  shall  put  a  stop  to  this  slaughter. 
Will  they  consider  the  deeiralHlity  of 
withdrawing  their  soldiers  irom  Sua- 
kin, the  climate  of  which  place  has 
the  deadliest  effect  upom.  British  troops  ? 
Oar  own  men  are  experiencing  tho 
greatest  torture  in  this  unhealthy  plaee; 
they  are  being  decimated  by  aioknew, 
and  all  for  no  earthly  reason.  W^, 
now,  I  want  to  say  a  few  vtmLs  upon 
another  c^nestion  which  is  raised  by 
ih«8e  telegrams,  and  that  is  the  queetaon 
of  the  sO'Called  atteinpt  to  relieve  the 
garrison  of  Kassala.  The  relief  of  Kas- 
sala  is  a  question  of  some  importance, 
and  it  bears  closely  upon  the  question 
whether  we  have  got  value  for  the 
£12,000  spent  upon  these  telegrams. 
Many  of  the  telegrams  have  refer«ice 
to  the  arrangemente  which  were  being 
made,  and  the  measures  which  were 
being  token  by  Colonel  Chermside  for 
the  relief  of  Kassala.  We  have  iu  the 
first  part  of  the  Blue  Book  the  most 
confident  telegrams  from  Colonel  Cherm- 
side. He  describes  at  great  length  the 
measures  tok«i  for  the  relief  of  the  gar^ 
rison,  informs  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment that  Osman  Digna  is  dead,  and 
that  the  army  ot  Bae  Alula  is  advancing 
on  Kasssla,  and  also  stotos  the  large 
sums  paid  to  Bas  Alula — I  suppose  out 
of  the  English  Treasury — for  the  moat 
scandalous  enterprize  of  relieving  Kas- 
sala. Then,  after  some  time,  spies  began 
to  come  in,  and  the  truth  be^u  to 
leak  out  about  tbe  relief  of  luissala. 
We  find  that,  instead  of  Kassala  being 
in  a  position  to  be  relieved  on  the  very 
date  in  July,  188S,  when  all  these  mea- 
sures were  being  taken  and  large  sums 
of  money  were  being  paid  to  Bas  Alula, 
Osman  Digna  entered  Kassala,  and  he 
and  his  friends  were  drinking  and 
shaking  hands  with  the  Governor ;  that 
at  the  very  hour  Baa  Alula  was  leaving 
Abyssinia  Osman  Digna  was  engaged 
in  carrying  from  Kaasala  all  th*  muni- 


Digitized  by 


1599  Stippfy~~Oml 


{O0UM0N6}         SfTPiM  A^MMfM.  IDOO 


tioDs  of  war  that  ware  there.  While 
these  events  were  transpiring  the  Go- 
vernment were  receiving  long  telegrams 
from  Oolonel  Obermside,  informing  them 
that  he  had  the  utmost  oonfideace  that 
the  garrison  would  be  relieved.  Am  I 
not  justified  in  saying  that  a  more  scan- 
dalous waste  of  money  was  never  sanc- 
tioned by  this  Parliament?  Besides, 
these  telegrams  only  hold  out  the  Bri- 
tish Government  to  ridicule  over  the 
whole  world;  and  they  do  something 
worse  than  that — they  show  that  we 
gave  our  aanotion  to  the  most  horrible 
(merationB.  What  was  the  Msnlt  ?  Kas 
Aluls  marched  to  the  relief  of  Kassala ; 
but  before  he  got  there  be  was  met  by 
an  army  which  came  out  of  Kassala 
to  fight  him.  There  was  a  bloody  battle, 
of  which  various  accounts  were  tele- 
graphed, after  which  battle,  both  sides 
having  loat  very  many  men,  Bas  Alula 
marched  back  to  Abyssinia  with  the 
English  money  in  his  pocket.  Then  the 
latest  news  we  have  reads  like  some  ex- 
traordinary story  out  of  The  Arabian 
Hightt,  After  all  the  long  telegrams  of 
tite  various  arrangementa  made,  and  all 
the  double  that  had  been  gone  to  to 
relieve  this  desperate  garrison,  I  vrill 
read  in  a  lew  momsnts  the  last  newa  we 
were  girta  of  the  garrison  of  £as8ala. 
Bat,  .first  of  all,  I  must  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Oommittee  to  this  one  fact 
which  is  mentioned  in  a  Beport,  for- 
warded by  telegraph,  of  several  eye- 
witnesses of  the  surrender  of  Kassala, 
related  by  Selim  Agha.  The  Eeport 
was  forwarded  from  Oairo  to  the  Mar> 
quess  of  Salisbury  by  Mr.  Egertou,  and 
I  think  it  is  such  as  to  make  every 
Englishman  thoroughly  ashamed.  These 
eye-witnesses  say  that — 

"  When  plnnder  waa  going  on  in  Eaasala 
Osnum  Di^ua  entered  the  town,  before  the  re- 
la  tera  left  it,  and  he  did  put  a  stop  to  miadeedi 
and  plunder,  for  his  word  waa  law." 

This  is  the  man  on  whose  head  an  Eng- 
lish General  set  a  high  price  some  time 
ago,  and  yet  we  find  from  the  statement 
of  eye-witaesses  that — 

*'  He  put  a  stop  to  misdeeds  and  plunder,  be- 
cause his  word  was  law." 

Now,  the  last  news  we  have  of  Eassala 
is  dated  Cairo.  December  31,  1885,  and 
it  is  to  this  efiect — 

"  An  officer  who  baa  just  arrived  in  Cairo 
with  his  company  from  Masaowah  brings  the 
news  that  Osoian  Digna  had  ordered  the  assas- 
sination  of  the  Modir  of  KiHBslft  ud  his  ser- 
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Tsnt  and  two  other  Buropeaai.  Oamaa  ISat 
gbaai,  at  Soakin,  aouflnns  tbii  iateffipnee 
about  the  Mudir'adeath.  ThelateatBmfm 

Kassala,  brought  by  one  Farag  Agha  Nini,  tIio 
escaped  with  69  men  and  three  women,  it  to 
the  effect  that  ORnan  Digna  ia  atill  at  Kanli, 
where  he  had  eatabUehed  a  reign  of  tanr." 

I  have  just  read  a  telegram  whidi  shows 
that  the  moment  Osman  IKgna  entered 
the  town  he  put  an  end  to  ue  r«ga  of 
terror.  Anyone  who  studies  these  ctoai- 
ments  will  find  considerable  diffienltyin 
reconciling  them,  or  in  conceiviog  what 
earthly  object  can  be  gained  by  forward- 
ing them  by  telegraph  instead  of  sending 
them  by  the  penny  post,  which,  I  think, 
is  a  means  of  transit  quite  ra|>id  enoogb 
for  such  documents.  There  is  just  one 
other  point  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Gfovemment.  In  a  tele- 
gram from  Lieutenant  Stuart- Wortley 
to  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  dated  Wady 
Haifa,  December  12,  1885,  it  is  said— 

"Obstacles  hare  bceu  found  on  the  railva; 
between  Haifa  and  Oemai,  placed  there,  on- 
doubtedlv,  by  the  -riUagera.  Ofimeral  Gnofell 
having  issued  a  Proclaination  warning  Htn 
Sheikha  of  all  villages  that  they  were  lespon- 
Bible  for  the  railway  la  their  neighbourhoods,  tbe 
Sheikh  of  Gemai  was  accordingly  puniihed." 

I  want  to  know  what  punishment  was 
inflicted  ?  There  is  not  a  single  word  in 
the  telegram  to  indicate  whether  there 
was  any  evidenoe  that  the  Sheikh  of 
Gemai  was  cognizant  of  the  obstruction 
placed  on  the  railway.  There  is  nothing 
to  show  that  he  was  placed  on  trial,  or 
that  he  got  any  kind  of  trial,  and  y^ 
under  the  urdera  of  a  British  offic«,  ho 
was  punished.  I  think  the  Goyemmmt 
ought  to  inform  the  Oommittee  vhat 
punishment  was  inflicted  on  this  Sheikh, 
by  whose  command  he  was  punished, 
and  whether  he  received  any  trial  at 
all. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  98; 
Noes  185:  Majorify  87.— (Dir.  list, 

No.  12.) 

Original  QneetiDn  put,  and  agntdt*- 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pre* 

posed, 

"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding 
£69,210,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Chaive  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  theSlatdsf 
of  March  1886,  iot  cottaln  Chwrgas  couactai 
with  the  Orange  Bivw  TerritoiT,  the  rDraanaali 
Zululand,  Bechuanaland*  the  Idand  o'^^ 
Helena,  and  the  High  Commissioner  for  8o«u 
Afrioa." 
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Tbb  under  SEORETART  op 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Os- 
BOBKS  Moroan)  :  This  is  a  very  large 
Yote,  and  I  uink  it  is  due  to  the 
Committee  that  there  should  be  some 
explanation  of  it.  Tfae  Vote  has  refer- 
ence to  the  affairs  of  Bechuanaland  and 
Stellaland,  and  to  the  Angra  Pequena 
Commission.  The  original  Estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  administration  of  Bechu- 
analand was  only  £30,000 ;  but,  at  the 
time  that  Estimate  was  formed,  it  was 
generally  believed  that  Bechuanaland 
voald  be  incorporated  with  the  Cape 
Colony.  The  sum  of  £30,000,  under 
these  circumstances,  was  thought  quite 
sufficient  for  the  administration  of  the 
territory.  The  matter  came  before  the 
responsible  Advisers  of  Sir  Hercules 
I£obinson  in  July,  1 886,  and  they 
ofifeied  to  take  over  the  territory  upon 
terms  which  were  practically  prohibi- 
tory. It  really  came  to  this— that  the 
Cape  Colony  declined  to  take  over 
Bechuanaland,  except  upon  the  pay- 
ment down  by  the  Imperial  Government 
of  £50,000  ;  and  then  they  insisted  that 
the  safety  of  the  country  should  be  se- 
cured by  means  of  mounted  police,  who 
should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Cape 
Colony,  but  paid  by  the  Imperial  Gk>- 
Tcrnment.  The  late  GoTernment  declined 
those  terms,  and  from  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember last  tfae  territory  of  Bechuana- 
land had  been  administered  by  Sir 
Hercules  Robinson,  not  as  part  of  Cape 
Colony,  but  as  a  Crown  Colony.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  became  necessary 
to  proride  for  the  security  as  well  as 
ibr  the  administration  of  the  territory ; 
and  for  that  purpose  it  was  sug^sted  by 
Sir  Herenles  Robinson  that  a  motmted 
police  force  of  about  500  men  should  be 
raised,  and  that  the  sum  of  £10,000 
should  be  set  apart  for  the  civil  adminis- 
tration of  the  Colony.  The  result  was 
that  a  moimted  police  force  of  500  men 
was  raised,  and  a  small  civil  establish- 
ment created ;  and  the  cost  of  these, 
together  with  certain  other  expenses 
incurred  in  the  renewal  of  telegraph 
posts  which  had  been  set  up  by  Sir 
Charles  Warren,  and  the  erection  of 
public  buildings,  and  the  extension  of 
the  Land  Commission,  to  which  I  re- 
ferred the  other  day  in  answer  to  a 
Question  pat  to  me  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
tleman  Hhe  Member  for  the  City  of 
XiO&don  (Sir  Robert  Fowler),  brought 
the  sum  required  to  £75,000.     If  it 
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is  desired  I  can  give  the  Committee  the 
exact  figures.  For  the  mounted  police 
and  the  civil  establishmaat  about 
£60,000  is  required;  for  the  renewal 
of  the  telegraph  posts  something  like 
£7,000 ;  for  public  buildings  and  gaols 
£6,000  ;  for  the  Land  Commission, 
whioh  has  been  conducted  under  Mr. 
J ustice  Shepherd  and  two  Assistant 
Commissioners,  and  which  I  am  in- 
formed has  worked  exceedingly  well, 
£2,000,  making  in  all  £75,000;  but 
from  that  there  is  to  bededucted  £  1 5,000, 
the  saving  on  the  original  Estimate,  thus 
reducing  the  total  to  £60,000,  the  sum 
now  asked  for  in  respect  to  Bechuana* 
land.  It  must  be  home  in  mind,  how- 
ever, that  the  military  operations  in 
that  territory,  which  have  now  ceased, 
would,  if  continued,  have  cost  the  coun- 
try between  £300,000  and  £300,000 
a-year.  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that 
in  time  the  expenses  of  the  Colony, 
even  supposing  it  remains  a  Crown 
Colony,  and  is  not  taken  over  by  the 
Government  of  the  Cape,  will  diminish, 
and  we  hare  reason  to  hope  that  cer- 
tain assets  will  be  found  remunera- 
tive. Then,  with  regard  to  Stella- 
land.  Stellaland,  as  the  Committee 
knows,  is  the  Southern  portion  of  the 
territory  of  Bechuanaland ;  and  the 
Boers,  who  established  a  sort  of  in- 
choate Government,  therein  incurred 
certain  Hablllttes  which  our  Govern- 
ment took  over,  consisting  principally 
of  salaries  of  members  of  the  Bestoor, 
a  sort  of  Executive  Ooundl,  and  "  good 
fors,"  or  promises  to  pay,  which  are 
roughly  estimated  at  £8,000.  But  while 
it  is  necessary  now  to  put  down  £8,000  in 
respect  of  Stellaland,  I  am  in  great  hopes 
that  the  greater  part  of  that  sum  will 
be  repaid  by  means  of  assets,  which  we 
have  also  taken  over,  including,  amongst 
other  things,  certain  debts  due  from  a 
large  number  of  individuals.  We  hope 
that  in  time  these  assets  will  bring 
in  something  like  £6,500,  so  that  ulti- 
mately not  more  than  £1,500  will  have 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer 
for  Stellaland.  So  much  for  Bechuana- 
land and  -  Stellaland.  With  regard  to 
the  third  item,  for  the  Angra  Feqnena 
Commission,  the  Committee  knows 
how  that  liability  has  arisen.  The  Ger- 
man Government  took  over  a  very  large 
tract  of  territory  called  Damaraland,  on 
the  South- West  Coast  of  Africa.  We 
have  retained  a  small  portion  of  this 
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territoiy,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
consider  the  claims  of  certain  Germans 
and  Sn^lish  subjects  to  the  laud  thus 
dealt  mtU.  A  Commission  was  ap< 
pointed  by  the  two  Goveromenta  to 
ascertain  how  far  the  claims  were  valid. 
X'ks  expenses  of  the  Commission  hare 
been  divided  between  the  two  GoTeru- 
meuts^  and  we  are  called  upon  to  pay 
the  ujary  of  the  British  Commissioner, 
and  tJie  moiety  of  certain  other  charges, 
amDunting  tc^otberto  £1,210.  It  will 
be  seon  wat  all  these  items  together 
make  up  tbe  sum  we  now  ask  for — 
namely.  £69,210. 

Mb.  BADEN-POWELL :  Mr.  Courts 
ney,  I  renture  to  call  the  attention  of 
this  Committee  to  tbe  affairs  of  Bechua- 
naland,  for  the  reason  that  I  bave  very 
recently  been  in  Bechuanaland,  and 
been  in  most  parts  of  it.  There  is  one 
other  hon.  Momher  of  tbe  House  who 
boa  also  recently  been  in  BecbuaDaland, 
and  that  is  my  hon.  Friond  the  Member 
for  tbe  Holdemess  Division  of  the  East 
Kiding  of  Yorkshire  (Mr.  Bethell).  If 
I  may  venture  to  do  so,  I  would  congratu- 
late the  Committee  on  the  very  brief 
and  explicit  statement  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan)  has  made.  But  in  spite  of  that 
statement  I  must  ask  for  further  infor- 
mation b^ore  I  can  oonscienttously 
agree  to  this  Vote.  I  desire  furtber 
information,  because,  to  my  mind,  this 
Vote,  though  it  deals  with  Beohuaaa- 
land,  involves  the  whole  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  South  Africa. 
While  I  do  not  on  this  occasion  call  for  a 
declaration  of  their  policy  in  South  Africa, 
I  thiok  it  is  right  tbe  Government  should 
give  us  some  distinct  idea  of  the  gene- 
ral course  they  intend  to  pursue.  The 
question  is  one  that  is  agitating  a  great 
man^  interests,  not  only  in  this  country, 
but  in  South  Africa.  I  hare  myself  bad 
lettew  from  Natal  and  Cape  Town 
asking  vbat  is  to  come  of  the  change  of 
Government  in  England  ?  Tbe  mer- 
chants there  are  greatly  interested  in 
the  markets  in  Becbuanaland  ;  and  I 
believe  that  tbe  traders,  no  less  than  the 
Heads  of  tbe  Government  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, are  equally  interested  in  the  same 
great  question.  I  wish  for  further  iu- 
lormation  on  two  specific  poiots.  One 
is  in  relation  to  tbe  sum  of  £60,000. 
Whan  the  administration  of  Bechuana^ 
land  was  placed  on  its  present  footing, 

Mr.  Otbonu  Morgan 


I  believe  the  proposal  of  Sir  Herculei 
Bobioson  was  that  in  the  first  jsar  the 
Imperial  Bevenue  should  cootributs 
£130,000;  in  tbe  second  year,  £52,0o0; 
and  in  the  third  year,  £-^5,000  ;  so  Uia( 
in  passing  this  Vote,  the  Committee 
must  remember  that  tbe  Vote  will  be 
repeated  next  year  and  tbe  year  after, 
though  to  a  smaller  amount.  Is  tbis 
£00,000  to  be  coosiderod  as  part  of  tbat 
scheme  which  Sir  Hercules  Robinson 
proposed,  and  which,  I  believe,  Her 
Miyesty^s  Government  adopted  in  prin- 
ciple, if  not  in  all  its  dotails  ?  Secondly, 
I  aesire  to  know  whether  Her  Majestjr\ 
Government  bave  determined  that 
advance  of  money  to  pay  tbe  extra  ex- 
penses in  Bechuanaland  is  to  come  under 
any  system  whatever  of  repayment?  In 
accordance  with  the  advice  or  suggestion 
of  Sir  Charles  Warren,  who,  I  believe, 
had  in  view  the  repayment  of  these  extra 
expenses  from  the  resources  of  Bechu- 
analand when  the  country  had  been 
fully  developed  by  the  Imperial  Ad- 
ministration. And,  thirdly,!  am  desiroDB 
of  ascertaining  what  are  the  assets  of 
the  late  Government  in  Stellalaad  on 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  rely 
to  repay  the  advance  of  £8,000.  In  the 
next  place,  I  hope  the  right  bon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  tbe  Undor  Secretair 
will  be  able  to  inform  the  Committes 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
formulated  some  definito  policy.  It 
will  bo  within  tbe  recollection  of  all 
hon.  Members  of  the  Committee  that 
upwards  of  £20,000,000  of  En^ish 
money  has  been  buried  in  South  Africa 
since  we  took  over  the  country.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  entirely 
responsible  for  the  Expedition  to 
Bechuanaland,  for  tho  declaration  of 
the  Protectorate  over  a  great  extent  of 
the  African  interior,  and  also  for  the 
administration  of  that  portion  of  Bechu- 
analand which  is  now  somewhat  in  the 
position  of  a  provisional  Grovn  Colony. 
The  cost  of  the  Bechuanaland  annexs- 
tiou-will  very  dcwely  approach  £  1 , 000,000 
sterling,  and  will  have  to  bo  paid  ont  of 
thepockets  of  the  English  taxpayer,  who, 
as  I  have  already  said,  has  already  sank 
£20,000,000  sterling  in  South  Africa.  I 
do  not  think  this  Committee  is  justified 
in  allowing  any  more  money  to  be  spent 
in  the  country  without  being  assured 
that  those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
appropriation  of  the  money  will  declare 
tiiej  do  not  hitend  to  sink  th&  fr«A 
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money  without  obtaioing  Bome  good, 
true,  and  adequate  return.  Beferriag 
to  the  Laud  Oommission  in  Stellaland, 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  said  he  under- 
stood that  the  Oommission  was  working 
very  satisfactorily.  X  am  very  glad  to 
hear  this,  because,  through  the  news- 
papers and  other  sources,  most  sinister 
rumours  have  reached  England  about 
this  Land  OommiBBion.  We  have  heard 
that  members  of  the  Executive  Council 
in  Stellaland  were  imprisoned  for  con- 
tempt of  the  Land  Commission,  and  we 
have  also  heard  that  the  Secretary  to  the 
Land  Commission,  Lieutenant  Hayes  of 
the  Boyal  Eugineers,  amost  experienced, 
clear-headed,  and  independent  man  with 
whom  I  have  worked,  has  resigned  his 
office  because  he  oannot  approve  of  the 
dealings  of  the  Commission.  I  hope 
both  these  rumours  are  not  true,  ior 
otherwise  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  that  the  Land 
Commission  is  working  vory  satisfac- 
torily will  be  directly  contradicted  by 
facts.  Now,  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
remember  that  in  dealing  with  Bechu- 
analand  they  are  dealing  with  a  central 
district  in  South  Africa,  in  which  is  in- 
volved the  trade,  prosperity,  and  the 
peace,  not  only  of  tho  Q^ansvaal,  but  of 
Natal  and  of  the  Cape  Colony ;  that  Eng- 
lish merchants  arc  looking  for  new 
markets  not  only  iuBechuanaland  itself, 
where  it  is  estimated  that  a  market  in 
British  manufactured  goods  to  the  value 
of  j£l.OOO,000  sterling  may  exist;  and 
that  Bechuanaland  is  a  high  tableland 
running  up  the  centre  of  Africa,  forming 
a  healthy  trade  route  to  tiie  interior, 
and  as  such  is  a  rival  to  the  German 
and  Portuguese  routes,  or  even  to  that 
great  enterprize  Europe  is  now  sup- 

Sarting,  the  formation  of  a  State  up  the 
ongo  Hiver.  Bechuanaland  may  also 
become — and  I  hope  it  may — the  scene  of 
Bome  of  those  schemes  of  emigration  to 
which  so  many  in  this  city  and  in  this 
country  are  looking  to  relieve  the  re- 
dundancy of  the  population.  I  there- 
fore maintain  that  this  question  is  of 
wider  importance  than  it  appears  at  first 
right  from  the  amallness  of  the  sum  in- 
volved. Before  I  sit  down  I  may  ask 
the  Committee  to  bear  with  me  while  I 
point  out  that  Bechuanaland  waa  the 
scene  of  the  g^eat  missionary  efforts  of 
that  great  missionary — Dr.  Livingstone, 
and  utat  it  ia  inhabited  by  Native  races 


who,  for  a  long  time,  have  been  under 
the  caro  of  English  humanity.  I  trust 
that  in  all  our  dealings  with  Bechuana- 
land w'e  shall  remember  that  we  have  a 
duty  to  perform  to  these  Katives.  Now, 
Sir,  mmours  have  come  to  England  that 
in  several  ways  the  interests  of  the  Na- 
tives aro  not  being  eared  for  as  they 
ought  to  be  ;  I  allude  especially  to  the 
rumour  that  the  garden  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  loyal  tribe  of  Montsioa  have 
been  appropriated.  I  hope  the  rumour 
is  not  true.  I  trust,  also,  that  it  is  not 
true  that  a  canteen  for  the  sale  of  liquor 
has  been  established.  One  of  the  most 
distinguishing  features  of  the  Chiefs  in 
Bechuanaland  is  their  great  desire  that 
the  sale  of  liquor  shall  be  prohibited  in 
their  dominions.  We  have  practically 
made  ourselves  responsible  for  these 
great  Native  areas,  and  I  hope  it  is  not 
true  that  we  have  allowed  the  liquor 
traffic  to  be  established  upon  them.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  show,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  our  fellow-countrymen 
in  South  Africa,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  merchants  in  England,  and  in  the  in- 
terest of  our  duty  to  the  Natives  and  to 
civilization,  that  we  should  be  very  care- 
ful what  we  do  in  Bechuanaland  ;  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  watch  care- 
fully all  expenditure,  not,  indeed,  to  cur- 
tail its  amount,  but  to  see  it  is  applied 
in  the  interests  of  justice  and  progress. 

Mr.  OSBORNE  MORGAN :  I  have 
listened  with  considerable  interest  to 
the  able  and  interesting  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  fbr  the  ICirkdale  Divi- 
sion of  Liverpool  (Mr.  Baden-Powell), 
whois  probably  better  acquainted  vrith  the 
Bechuanaland  Question  than  any  other 
person  in  England,  and  I  will  endeavour 
to  reply  to  him.  I  do  not  think  that  a 
Yote  of  this  kind  affords  a  convenient 
opportunity  for  the  discussion  of  the 
whole  policy  of  the  Government  in  re- 
gard to  Bechuanaland ;  but  I  will  en- 
deavour to  answer  the  questions  which 
have  been  put  as  well  as  I  can.  With 
regard  to  the  liquor  traffic,  I  explained, 
in  an  answer  which  I  gave  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  (Sir 
Robert  Fowler)  the  other  df^,  tiiat  under 
the  regulations  for  the  government  of 
Bechuanaland  the  sale  of  spirits  and 
wines  to  Natives  is  strictly  prohibited,  and 
I  believe  that  imunction  is  being  acted 
upon.  In  regard  to  the  land  of  the  Na- 
tives, I  mentioned  also,  on  another  occa- 
sion, that  the  inatruotions  vhioh  were 
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giveu  by  Sir  Hercules  ItobinBon  to  Mr. 
tibippard,  the  Ohief  of  the  Land  Oommis- 
Bion,  were  specially  directed  to  make  pro- 
vision for  guarding  the  land  of  the  Na- 
tives. "With  reference  to  this  sum  of 
£60>000  that  we  now  ask  for  in  regard 
to  Bechuanaland,  the  hon.  Member 
asked  whether  it  was  part  of  the  scheme 
proposed  by  Sir  Hercules  Hobinson, 
and  I  would  refer  him  to  page  44  of  the 
Blue  Book,  containiog  "  Farther  Oor- 
respondeneo,"  published  in  August  last. 
In  a  full  and  exhausUve  despatch  whioh 
will  be  found  there.  Sir  Hercules  Robin- 
son stated  exactly  what  the  probable  cost 
of  the  occupation  of  the  country  would  be. 
Of  course,  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter, 
and  necessarily  a  speculative  one,  to 
ascertain  the  a&sets  of  a  country  like 
this.  Eut  Sir  Hercules  Bobinson  anti- 
cipates that  by  the  end  of  the  third  or 
tbe  fourth  year  the  Expenditure  will  be 
greatly  reduced  and  the  Bevenue  in- 
creased ;  and  we  are  in  hopes  that  by 
that  time  we  may  get  such  an  iooome 
as  will  render  this  Tote  unnecessary. 
We  hope,  also,  that  some  part  of  the 
advance  to  Stdlaland  will  be  recovered. 
The  hon.  Member  put  one  or  two  quos- 
tions  with  regard  to  the  impriBonmeut 
of  members  of  the  Native  tribes.  Well, 
I  believe  the  facts  are  these — that  there 
had  been  some  disturbances,  and  Mr. 
Shippard  has  acted,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  with  the  greatest  possible  justice 
and  firmness  ;  and  I  do  not  apprehend 
that  the  disturbances  will  culminate  in 
anything  serious.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  is  rather  too  much  to  call  for  a 
statement  of  the  whole  policy  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter,  seeing 
they  have  been  in  Office  only  a  fort- 
night, and  have  only  just  had  time  to 
look  around  them.  Eut  I  can  say  this 
generally — that  we  shall  endeavour  to 
maintain  that  continuity  of  poUay  be* 
tween  oorselTes  and  oar  Pivadecessors 
which  is  so  necessary  in  Colonial  mat- 
ters. In  a  word,  we  hsve  got  this  ooun* 
try,  and  we  must  make  Aie  best  of  it, 
and  I  think  that  we  are  making  the 
best  of  it.  No  doubt,  the  sum  asked 
for  is  a  large  one ;  but,  looking  at  the 
prospective  advantages  and  the  difficul- 
ties we  were  in,  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
regarded  as  excessive.  Meantime,  the 
Government  will  endeavour,  as  far  as 
they  can,  to  reduce  the  expenditure, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  conduct  the 
government  of  the  country  in  such  a 
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way  as  to  protect  the  Natives,  and  aln, 
as  far  as  we  can,  to  promote  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  whole  populatioa. 

Sir  JOHN  GOEST :  I  quite  apet 
with  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Oeatle- 
man  that  this  is  a  veiy  inconvenient 
occasion  for  the  discussion  of  the  affain 
of  South  Africa ;  but,  unfortuaatelj,  it 
is  very  likely  that  it  will  be  the  oiilf 
occasion  this  Session.  For  several  yeus 
past  this  subject  has  been  discussed  os 
the  Supplementary  Estimates,  becuM 
they  am>rd  the  opportunity  for  at  leut 
a  conversation ;  but  the  main  Vote  foi 
South  Africa,  on  which  this  cUscmtiw 
ought  to  have  been  raised,  is  usasll; 
taken  at  the  end  of  July  or  the  begin- 
ning of  August,  when  all  the  MembeK 
have  gone  out  of  town.  Therefore,  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  for  liverpool 
(Mr.  Eaden-Fowell)  was  quite  justified 
in  taking  advantage  of  this  occasion  to 
state  his  views  upon  the  subject  Tba 
discussion  is  made  more  inconvenient 
than  it  need  have  been,  because  the 
Committee  are  not  in  possesion  of  re- 
ceot  Papers  which  were  laid  on  the  Table 
by  the  late  Govemmeni,  and  whidi 
might  have  been  distributed  if  a  littk 
expedition  had  been  used  in  the  printing 
office.  The  right  hon.  and  learned  Q«ii- 
tleman  appears  to  have  perused  certain 
regulations  for  the  government  of  this 
new  Crown  Colony,  and  I  think  that 
they  might  have  been  laid  before  the 
Committee.  In  regard  to  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  I  do  hope  that  the 
Ctovernment  will  be  very  careful.  1  m 
not  very  much  re-assured  by  the  descri^ 
tion  of  the  regulations  which  the  right 
hoD.  and  learned  Member  has  justgiveo. 
I  understand  that  the  regulations  admit 
of  the  free  importation  of  intoxioattBg 
liquors,  and  only  prohibit  the  sale  of 
them  to  the  Natives — they  are  only  to 
be  sold  to  White  people.  Eveirwdj 
knows,  howeveri  how  that  irsgulstioi 
can  be  evaded.  If  you  onoe  let  the 
liquors  in,  it  is  impossible  to  enfoKs  * 
law  to  keep  them  away  from  the  NattT« 
if  the  sale  of  them  to  the  White  man  ia 
permitted.  In  former  days  there  vas  > 
law  of  that  kind  in  Now  Zealand ;  aad 
how  was  it  evaded  ?  When  a  Native 
wanted  to  get  drunk  he  sent  a  lov 
White  man,  who  bought  the  liquor  for 
him,  and  then  got  drunk  upon  it  It 
was  not  sold  by  &e  publicans  to  the  Na- 
tive, but  reached  him  through  the 
White  man ;  and  so  the  law  was  evaded. 
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It  woakt  be  us^ss  to  preaa  the  GoTern- 
ment  t&t  a  statement  of  policy ;  for  here 
we  are  in  the  middle  of  an  important 
debate,  and,  as  usual,  there  is  no  Cabi- 
net Minister  present.  I  hare  noticed  the 
same  thing  before,  during  the  last  Go- 
Ternment  but  one.  Whenever  import- 
ant qo68tions  came  on  during  the  dinner 
hour  no  Cabinet  Minister  was  present  to 
give  information  and  guidance  to  the 
House.  I  should  like  to  make  one  ob- 
servation with  regard  to  their  policy, 
and  that  is  that  this  cannot  be  a  matter 
-vrhich  is  quite  new  to  them.  This  forma- 
tion of  a  Crown  Colony  was  the  policy 
-  of  the  former  Liberal  Qovemment,  and 
was  h^^n  in  the  early  part  of  1885, 
and  was  carried  to  a  successful  issue 
before  the  last  Government  came  into 
Office,  who  only  carried  out  the  policy 
of  their  Predecessors.  The  present  Go- 
Tomment  maintain  the  continuity  of 
Soath  A&ican  policy ;  and  therefore  it  is 
not  BO  unreasonable  to  ask  for  a  decla- 
ration of  their  intentions.  There  is  one 
fact,  however,  which  is  without  doubt, 
and  to  which  my  faon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Baden-Powell) 
bears  testimony,  although  it  does  not 
require  even  a  knowledge  of  the  internal 
affairs  of  Bechuanaland  to  appreciate  it ; 
and  that  is  that  nothing  can  be  more 
important  to  the  country  than  that  there 
should  be  confidence  in  the  fixity  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government.  If  the  Go- 
Tornment  is  going  to  get  tired  of  their 
experiment  in  six  months'  time,  and  aban- 
don the  country  again  to  anan^y,  people 
ooBld  not  be  expected  to  settle  there. 
Nothing  can  portend  more  to  the  satU- 
factory  settlement  of  all  the  diffioalties 
of  the  place  than  a  declaration  that  the 
Oh>vernment  mean  to  stay  there.  If 
snch  a  policy  is  believed  in  by  the  people 
of  the  Cape  Colony,  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Bechuanaland,  and  by  the  Boers  of 
the  Transvaal,  the  confidence  which  it 
■will  give  will  tend  more  than  anything 
else  to  solve  our  difiSculties.  Hitherto 
the  great  difficulty  has  been  that  no  one 
believed  that  we  had  any  fixity  of  pur- 
pose—a policy  has  been  begun  one  year 
and  discontinued  the  next ;  but  if  the  Go- 
vernment will  only  make  up  their  minds 
to  one  continuous  policy  our  difficulties 
in  Sou&  Africa  will  rapidly  disappear. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Oolo- 
niM  (Ur.  Oabmie  Moi^an)  has  been 
only  ft  fortaight  in  Office ;  but  he  repre- 
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sents  the  Government  which  sent  the 
Expedition  to  Bechuanaland,  and  it  is 
much  to  he  regretted  that  he  is  not  now 
in  a  position  to  give  any  indication  of  a 
policy.  It  may  be  right  or  wrong  to 
establish  a  British  Dominion  in  South 
Africa  ;  but  we  should  have  some  fixed 
policy,  and  not  go  on  drifting  as 
we  have  done  from  day  to  day,  with 
nothing  but  a  policy  of  the  expe- 
diency of  the  moment.  For  myself, 
I  have  always  inclined  to  maintain 
our  dominion  in  South  Africa ;  for  I 
heartily  agree  in — and  I  have  often  ex- 
pressed the  same  view  —  the  opinion 
I  was  delighted  to  hear  from  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Marylebone 
(Lord  Charies  Beresford),  that  in  time  of 
difficulties  and  trouble  our  true  route  to 
India  is  not  by  E^pt,  but  by  way  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Therefore,  I 
should  have  been  very  glad  if  the  Go- 
vernment conld  haT6  seen  their  way  to 
say  what  are  their  intentions  in  South 
Africa.  I  want  to  learn  why  we  have 
established  this  particular  Dominion  in 
South  Africa,  and  to  know  what  we 
really  intend  there?  Is  it  for  ourselves, 
or  is  it  for  the  Natives,  or  is  it  to  make 
it  over  to  the  Cape  Colony?  It  has 
alreadycost  us  £l, 000,000  or£  1,200,000, 
and  I  naturally  want  to  know  what  we 
are  to  get  for  our  money  ?  One  thing  I 
do  protest  against,  and  that  is  the  prac- 
tice  which  has  been  too  often  followed 
of  allowing  the  Cape  Colony  to  take 
what  suits  them,  and  cast  upon  us  terri- 
tory that  is  unprofitable,  disagreeable, 
or  difficult  to  be  managed.  We  know- 
that  a  main  justification  for  this  annexa- 
tion is  the  so-called  trade  route  to  the 
interior  of  Africa.  I  have  been  pretty 
incredulous  about  that  for  some  time; 
but  this  is  certain — that  if  there  is  any- 
thing in  it  at  all,  it  is  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Cape  Colony.  As  I  understand, 
we  are  in  this  position,  we  are  to  pay 
the  expense — to  pay  the  piper — while 
the  Cape  Colony  is  to  levy  the  Customs 
on  this  trade  for  their  own  benefit. 
While  I  have  always  rather  favoured  a 
British  Crown  Colony  in  Native  terri- 
tory in  South  Africa,  I  never  could 
understand  why  we  should  neglect  Zulu- 
land,  and  try  to  get  rid  of  the  great 
Native  territory,  in  Natal  which,  with 
the  Tranakei,  would  have  made  a 
great  and  beneficial  Crown  Colony 
within  reach  of  the  sea,  and  why  we 
diould  go  husttDg  in  the  interior  x>t 


Digitized  by 


1611  Supply— Civil 

Africa  for  this  Dominion  of  Bechuana- 
lend,  where  we  are  out  off  from  the  sea 
by  iixB  Cape  Colony,  and  are  at  their 
xtieroy  both  financiaily  and  poUtioaliy. 
If  there  are  reasons  for  taking  Bechu- 
analaud,  let  us,  at  least,  have  a  set- 
tled plan.  Let  us  look  ihe  matter  in 
the  face,  and  realize  our  responsibilities, 
not  only  for  this  great  territory,  not 
ersB  for  the  existing  Protectorate,  but 
also  for  our  relations  with  the  great  ter- 
ritOTMS  beyond,  whioh  are  inextrioably 
connected  with  Bechunaland.  Then,  if 
we  are  to  take  this  territory,  we  must 
make  up  our  mindB  really  to  protect  the 
Natives,  and  not,  as  has  so  often  been 
tiie  case,  to  take  territory  on  the  pretext 
of  proteoting  the  Natires,  and  then 
make  them  over  to  anyone  who  will 
take  it.  In  that  oonqection  I  would 
especially  advert  to  the  liquor  traffic. 
I  quite  agree  that  it  is  a  farce  to  pro- 
hibit the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
to  the  Natives,  if  we  still  recognise  the 
inalienable  right  of  the  Wkite  man  and 
Christian  to  get  drank.  If  we  would 
really  protect  the  Katire,  we  must  screw 
np  our  courage  for  onoe  to  Uie  sticking 
point  of  the  prohibition  which  the 
Natives  themselres  desire.  It  is  a  miser- 
able cowardice  of  successive  Govern- 
ments Dot  to  do  80.  In  oonelusion,  I 
must  express  the  belief  that  wherever 
we  OBtablish  a  great  British  Dominion 
in  a  territory  thickly  populated  by 
Natives  in  South  Africa  we  must  do  so 
on  what  I  may  call  Indian  principles — 
giving  complete  protection  to  the  Na- 
tives, and  only  justice— not  dominion — 
to  the  Whites. 

SiE  ROBEET  FOWLEE:  I  am  sure 
that  I  shall  express  the  sentiments  of 
every  Member  on  each  side  of  the  House 
who  was  a  Member  of  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, when  I  say  that  I  deeply  regret 
the  absence  of  the  right  hon.  G«itleman 
the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  £. 
Forster)  on  such  an  ocoaaion  as  this. 
Every  hon.  Member  who  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  taking  part  in  debates  upon 
South  African  matters  in  this  House 
knows  the  eloquent  address  and  know- 
ledge whioh  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
contributed  to  these  debates.  My  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  late  Solicitor 
General  (Sir  John  Gorst)  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  the  Front  Bench  oppoeite  is  not 
occupied  by  any  Cabinet  Mhiiater ;  but 
I  may  say  ihub  when  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Bradford  was 

Sir  Gtorge  Ctm^U 
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in  this  House,  and  it  wasknovntliatlte 
intended  to  speak  upon  Soutk  hSrim. 
matters,  both  Front  Benches  used  to  be 
well  filled  by  those  prepared  to  take  part 
in  the  debate.  For  my  owa  part,  I 
think  that  with  every  word  wlucliliu  | 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirk-  ' 
oaldy  (Sit  George  Campbell),  as  &r  asl 
have  been  able  to  ga^er,  I  am  able  to 
ooncur.  I  quite  concur  with  Mm  as  to 
the  great  importance  of  our  SoBtt 
African  Colonies  to  this  Empire.  We 
must  all  see  the  importance  and  neces- 
sity of  doing  all  in  our  power  to  bind  j 
together  by  every  tie  the  difierent  parte  | 
of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions.  The  hon. 
Member  has  alluded  to  the  queetioa  of 
the  liquor  traffic  in  Bechuanaland ;  and 
that  is  a  question  which  applira  also  to 
other  parts  of  our  South  African  Posses- 
sions, and  particularly  to  the  district  in 
regard  to  which  we  hare  had  Papas 
laid  upon  the  Table.  I  think  my  boo. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Liverpool  (Ur. 
Baden -Powell)  was  right  in  calling 
attention  to  this  matter;  and  he  certainl; 
speaks  with  an  experience  which  is  un- 
equalled by  that  of  any  othw  Membaria 
this  House.  We  must  all  feel  that  Then 
drink  is  a  curse  to  Europeans  it  ms. 
be  a  still  greater  curse  to  these  NatiTei. 
I  do  hope  that  as  regards  the  Cape 
Colonies  Her  Majesty's  Govemment 
will  use  their  influence  with  the  Gape 
Legislature  to  put  a  stop  to  drunken- 
ness, and  that  they  will  put  their  foot 
down  in  the  matter  in  regard  to  all  om 
Crown  Colonies.  There  is  no  doubt  tbit 
an  impression  became  prevalent  amons 
the  Natives  in  many  parts  that  ereij- 
thing  was  not  done  to  promote  theirvell- 
being.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
resignation  of  Lieutenant  Hayes.  0^ 
ooura^  my  infonnation  ie  not  offio*! 
information ;  but  it  is  this — ^tfaat  lien- 
tuiant  Hayes  resigned  his  appoinbDeBt 
because  he  conmdered  that  the  NstiTS 
were  unjustly  treated,  and  because  ii«  i 
would  not  see  their  garden  plots  taken 
away  from  them.  That  is  the  in- 
formation  that  has  come  to  me;  but 
I  hope  that  when  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Os- 
borne Morgan)  receives  his  offiri*! 
news  he  will  be  able  to  say  tbat 
what  I  hare  stated  is  not  corred 
I  think  that  Mr.  Shippard  is  a  nio«t 
admirable  public  servant ;  but  if  ^1 
information  is  correct,  it  is  a 
which  deaerves  tlu  veiy  careful  inqniiy 
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of  _  Earl  Granville.  We  muet  feel  that 
it  is  important  that  those  who  go  to  this 
country  must  go  there  with  a  full  desire 
to  do  justice  to  all  classes  of  the  popu- 
lation; and  I  deeply  deplore  that  a 
gentleman  who  is  anxious  to  do  justice 
to  the  Natives,  whether  for  the  reasons 
I  hare  mentioned  or  for  any  other 
reason ,  has  thought  it  his  duty  to  resign 
his  position  in  tho  country.  I  will  not 
detain  the  Committee ;  but  I  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  some  satisfactory  infor- 
mation on  these  points. 

Mr.  M'ARTHUR  :  Sir,  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  detain  the  Committee '  many 
minutes,  because  much  that  I  felt  dis- 
osed  to  say  has  been  already  said  by 
on.  Members  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion, especially  with  regml  to  con- 
tinuity in  our  South  Afiican  policy.  I 
believe  that  from  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  Zulu  War — ^whioh- 1 
believe  to  have  been  one  of  the  most 
imjustifiable  wars  this  country  ever  un- 
dertook— the  policy  we  have  pursued 
■with  regard  to  South  Africa  has  been 
injurious  to  the  Natives  of  that  country. 
In  this  respect  I  believe  that  both 
Parties  have  been  to  blame,  and  that 
had  a  different  policy  been  followed 
much  of  the  expense  which  has  been  in- 
curred might  have  been  avoided.  I 
think,  therefore,  with  regard  to  the 
future,  that  two  or  three  points  should 
bo  kept  in  view.  In  the  first  place,  I 
hope  that  Bechuaualand  will  remain  for 
a  long  time  to  come  undor  tho  direct 
authority  of  the  Crown,  as  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  any  change  would  be  certain 
to  unsettle  the  minds  of  the  Natives, 
and  make  them  distrustful  of  the  inten- 
tions of  their  White  neighbours.  And, 
Sir,  I  would  point  out  that  this  course  is 
rendered  necessary  on  the  ground  of 
good  faith,  because  the  cession  of  their 
country  by  the  Natives  was  made,  not  to 
the  Cape  Colony,  but  to  the  Queen.  I 
say  it  is  impossible  that  the  Natives  of 
Bechuanaland,  or  their  friends  in  this 
conntry,can  have  faith  in  the  Administra- 
tion of  the  Cape  Colony,  which  has  lately 
forced  a  considerable  number  of  indus- 
trions  Native  cultivators  out  of  the  Grey 
Glen  district,  in  which  they  had  for  years 
been  peacefully  settled,  and  also  licensed 
the  sale  of  liquors,  in  spite  of  earnest 
remonstrances  to  the  contrary.  I  say 
that  we  cannot  trust  the  Boers,  after 
their  treatment  of  Massowa  and  iJie  in- 
hmnaaity  they  hare  shown  in  tlie  treat- 
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ment  of  the  Natives.  I  wish  also  to  add 
a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  trade 
route  which  has  been  alluded  (o.  Doubt- 
less, it  would  have  bem  more  satisfiutoiy 
had  this  been  entirely  under  our  control, 
instead  of  under  the  control  of  the  Cape 
Government ;  but  we  must  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Cape  is  a  British  Colony;  that 
we  send  large  quantities  of  British  goods 
there ;  and  that  we  derive  great  advan- 
tage ^om  that  route.  I  fear  that  many 
persons  in  this  country  have  but  a  smaU 
idea  of  the  extent  and  value  of  our  trade 
with  the  Cape  and  South  Africa.  I  once 
heard  that  venerable  missionary,  Dr. 
Moffat,  state,  at  a  public  meeting,  that 
when  ho  first  went  to  Bechuaoaland 
there  was  not  £10  worth  of  British 
goods  sold  in  the  Colony ;  but  that  be- 
fore be  left  hundreds  of  thoasanda  of 
pounds'  worth  were  sold.  I  regret  to 
say  that  much  of  the  civilising  and 
Christianizing  good  that  was  accom- 
plished in  the  country  has  been  injured 
or  destroyed  by  the  vacillating  policy 
which  we  have  pursued  ;  and  I  sincerely 
hope  that  we  shall  now  carry  out  a  con- 
sistent policy  with  regard  to  it.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  what  has  been  said  on  the 
subject  of  restricting  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors,  although  I  agree 
with  the  hen.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  City  of  London  (Sir  Bobert  Fowler) 
that  more  should  be  done  in  that  direc- 
tion. I  have  heard,  on  good  authority, 
of  the  injurious  effects  of  drinking  on 
many  of  the  Native  Chiefs,  and  that  it 
rendered  them  quite  unfit  to  discharge 
their  duties.  I  also  share  in  the  regret 
which  hM  been  expressed  that  we  have 
not  established  a  I^otectorate  over  Zulu- 
land.  We  have  waged  a  most  unjust 
and  iniquitous  war  with  the  Zulus;  we 
have  disarmed  them,  broken  up  their 
country,  and  left  them  helpless.  I  will 
not,  however,  dwell  longer  on  that 
question,  as  it  would  be  out  of  Order  to 
do  80  ;  but  I  again  express  a  hope  that 
we  shall  adopt  and  adhere  to  a  decided 
policy  with  regard  to  South  Africa. 

Mb.  LABOUOHERE  :  Sir,  every 
speaker  in  the  diEOussion  upon  the  Yota 
has  congratulated  the  Government  upon 
thisland-grabbingin  South  Africa,  Now, 
I  am  sorry  to  disturb  this  happy  family ; 
but  I  bold  80  strong  a  view  upon  this 
sjrstem  we  pursue  in  South  Africa  that 
I  shall  move  thai  the  Tote  be  reduced 
by  the  enm  of  £f 8,000.  We  began  this 
evening  with  a  discuBsum  .about  the  eon- 
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tinuity  of  our  policy.  Well,  Sir,  vbat 
liAS  been  our  policy  and  the  continuity 
of  our  policy  in  Soath  Africa?  Why, 
everyone  knows  that,  under  one  pre- 
text or  another,  the  Minieters  of  the  day 
have  always  come  into  this  House  ask- 
ing UB  to  pay  for  some  absurd  war  or 
for  some  ridiculous  anuexatioD.  At  one 
moment  we  are  fighting  for  a  country ; 
at  another  moment  we  are  fighting 
against  it.  At  one  moment  ve  annex  a 
country;  and  at  another,  feeling  that  we 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of-ourselToa  for 
fighting,  give  back  the  country  alto- 
gether. In  all  probability,  when  we 
have  spent  large  sums  of  money  on 
Bechuanaland  and  Stellaland,  we  shall 
give  them  back,  too.  But  what  have 
been  alleged  as  the  reasons  that  this 
annexation  should  be  mode  ?  We  are 
told  about  the  advantages  of  trade. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  (Mr. 
M'Arthur)  said  that  a  rospectable  mis- 
sionary had  stated  that  at  the  time  when 
he  first  went  out  to  the  country  there 
was  not  £10  worth  of  British  goods  sent 
there,  but  that  now  there  are  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  pounds'  worth  imported. 
I  aaked  the  hon.  Member  how  much, 
but  he  did  not  say  how  mm-h  ;  and  my 
own  belief  is  that  the  maximum  value 
of  British  goods  sent  to  Bechuanaland 
and  Stellaland  is  do  more  than  £2,000. 
1  pity  the  unfortunate  Natives,  if  out  of 
such  a  trade  as  that  the  merohants  are 
to  make  this  £69,210  which  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  pay.  Why,  Sir,  all  these 
transactions  in  South  Africa  are  a  clear 
and  absolute  loss  to  us.  We  have  already 
lost  £1,000,000  in  sending  troops  there  ; 
and  now  we  are  aotuiJly  called  on  to  pay 
£68,000  for  administration  besides;  and 
the  right  hoo.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
says  that  heeincerelyhopesthat  itwillnot 
be  so  much  next  year,  although  our  ex- 
perience makes  us  believe  that  it  will 
probably  be  a  great  deal  more.  But, 
Sir,  other  reasons  have  been  assigned 
for  this  annexation.  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  City  of  London  (Sir 
Robert  Fowler),  I  think,  said  that  we 
had  the  greatest  interest  in  the  country, 
as  being  on  the  route  to  India.  Why, 
Sir,  how  far  is  Bechuanaland  from  Cape 
Town  7  About  800  miles.  We  might 
as  well  talk  of  retaining  Gibraltar  by 
taking  a  town  in  the  middle  of  France. 
Then  it  is  said  that  by  annexing  it  we 
are  opening  up  the  route  into  the  in- 
l^r.  Laibouehert 


tenor  of  tiie  ooontiy.  When  is  tin 
route  to  go  when  it  is  (mened?  lato 
the  bush,  I  suppose.  And  who  will  pi 
by  that  route  ?  I  wiU  tell  the  Conunit- 
tee.  First,  the  missionary  will  go— by 
all  means  let  him  go— but  who  vill 
follow  ?  Why,  an  English  Army  will 
go  by  that  route  to  protect  the  mis- 
sionary; and  this,  Sir,  is  what  j^oa 
always  have  with  these  misuonsriu, 
meddling  and  muddling  wherever  tbey 
can,  instead  of  preaching  the  miraoi 
of  peace.  We  are  told  that  one  of  the 
reasons  why  we  should  go  tb«e  is  he- 
cause  ve  ought  to  prevent  these  peo}^ 
from  getting  drunk.  As  I  understand 
from  this  debate,  there  was  very  littlfl 
drinking  among  the  Natives  before  ve 
went  there;  but  since  t3iat  time  it  ap> 
pears  that  the  Chiefs  have  got  so  dnrnk 
that  they  cannot  attend  to  thrar  affair*, 
and,  no  doubt,  the  rest  of  the  people 
profited  by  thwr  example.  We  are  toM 
that  ve  ought  to  make  an  effort  to  mr- 
round  the  country  with  a  cordon  of 
troops  to  keep  out  liquor.  Do  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen know  that  there  is  a  oeitein 
amount  of  liquor  sold  in  this  country  f 
Are  hon.  Gentlemen  aware  that  in  tbii 
Metropolis  almost  every  tenth  house  is 
a  pubuc-house  ?  If  ve  are  to  look  after 
people  vho  get  drunk,  I  do  not  see  the 
necessity  of  going  to  the  middle  of 
Africa  for  the  purpose,  until,  at  any 
rate,  we  have  endeavoured  to  put  a  stop 
to  drunkenness  here.  How  is  the  Be- 
venue  of  this  country  largely  raised  bat 
by  the  Government  encouraging  drink- 
ing and  taxing  drink  ?  Sir,  I  thmk  of 
all  absurdities  the  philanthropic  arn- 
ment  which  has  been  raised  by  Gesue- 
men  who  have  a  little  trade  with  tfce 
Cape  is  the  most  ridiculous  of  any  that 
can  be  urged  in  favour  of  this  annexa- 
tion. We  took  the  Transvaal,  and  ve 
gave  it  back  to  the  Boers.  Well,  tMs 
Bechuanaland  is  a  Province  of  tlis 
Transvaal.  ["  No,  no  !  "]  I  say  it  ia 
This  is  denied,  I  know ;  but  it  is  re- 
garded in  South.  Africa  as  a  Province  of 
the  Transvaal.  ["No,  no!"]  Hon. 
Gentlemen  say  "No."  Well,  itshsUn** 
be  a  Province  of  the  Transvaal.  After 
we  had  given  back  the  Transvaal.  > 
number  of  European  squatters,  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Oape  Mounted  Bifle- 
mea,  and  a  number  of  deserters,  vent 
there  and  begun  quarrelling  and 
ing ;  immediately  ve  must  inteiw^ 
and  we  went  tiiere.   Why,  I  ask,  did 
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VB  go  tbwe  ?  Was  it  for  the  squatters ; 
vas  it  to  prevent  tlie  Natives  getting 
drunk ;  was  it  for  the  route  into  the 
interior,  or  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining onr  sea  route  to  India  ?  Let  ua 
have  one  good  valid  reason,  instead  of 
oil  tiiese  hopes  and  r^oicings  that  come 
from  hon.  Gentlemen,  and  which  amount 
to  noUiing.  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
aorry  that  I  ever  voted  one  single  shil- 
lii^  to  be  spent  in  South  Africa.  We 
have  been  told  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  tlie  City  of  London  (Sir 
Robert  Fowler)  that  we  should  draw 
closer  the  bonds  which  unite  ua  with 
our  Colonies.  But  how  ?  By  establish* 
ing  a  new  Colony  in  opposition  to  the 
Colony  established  at  the  Cape?  Does 
anyone  imagine  that  by  such  a  course 
we  shall  draw  the  Cape  Colony  nearer 
to  us  ?  If  the  Cape  Colony  wants  to 
annex  Bechuanaland,  let  them  do  so  hy 
all  means ;  but  why  we  are  called  upon 
year  after  year  to  pay  for  this  absurd, 
idl^  and  I  must  say  wicked  annexation, 
I  cannot  understand. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  a  Sapplementary  sum,  not  exceeding 
JB!,2I0,  begniDted  to  Her  Hajestjr,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  coarse  of  pay- 
ment durinR  the  year  ending  on  the  SIst  day 
of  March  1886.  for  certain  Charges  connected 
with  the  Orange  River  Territory,  the  Trana- 
Tsal,  Ziiluland,  Bechuanaland,  the  Island  of  St. 
Helena,  and  the  High  Commissioner  for  South 
Africa." -(-tfr.  Lab<»4thtrt.) 

Mr.  GILES:  Sir,  the  view  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouchere),  who  assesses  the  value  of 
our  trade  with  the  Colony  at  something 
like  £2,000,  savours  to  me  very  much 
of  the  doctrine,  "Perish  India,  perish 
our  Colonies."  Being  indirectly  con- 
nected with  South  ^rica,  I  am  in  a 
position  to  state  that  the  trade  done 
with  the  Colony  is  of  immense  value  to 
us.  When  hon.  Members  talk  of  the 
route  to  India  being  through  Bechtiana- 
land,  that,  of  course,  is  beside  the  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  trade  route  into  the  in- 
terior is  through  Bechuanaland,  and 
experience  has  shown  that  the  farther 
ve  get  into  the  interior  of  South  Africa 
the  better  is  the  country ;  and  if  we 
^ve  up  that  route,  we  shall,  in  my 
opinion,  sacrifice  one  of  the  greatest 
advantages  of  the  country.  Hon.  Qen- 
tlemen  will  remember  that  not  loog  ago 
there  came  from  South  Africa  a  large 
diamond,  a  diamond  so  rich  and  rare 
that  it  required  a  syndioate  to  purehase 


it ;  and  I  have  the  greate&t  hope,  from 
my  correspondence  with  the  country  of 
the  successful  development  of  gold  fields. 
Are  we  going  to'throw  away  these  chances 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  £68.000? 
With  regard  to  the  liquor  brade,  I  am 
able  to  say  that  this  is  a  moat  iniquitous 
traffic,  so  far  as  the  Natives  are  con- 
cerned, and  the  sooner  it  is  stopped  the 
better.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  this 
oonntry  that  we  should  have  the  com- 
mand of  this  route  into  the  interior  as  a 
means  of  improving  our  trade  relations 
with  Central  Africa. 

Me.  RATHBONE:  Sir,  I  should  like 
to  know  how  much  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country  will  profit  by  the  large  diamond 
which  the  hon.  Member  described  as 
the  fruit  of  this  charge  P  I  mast  say 
that  the  only  time  when  I  feel  ashamed 
of  the  class  to  which  I  belong  is 
when  I  hear  these  aggressions  justified 
on  the  ground  that  they  bring  money 
into  the  pockets  of  traders.  We  have 
had  one  fallacy  shown  up  to-day;  we 
have  heard  that,  after  all  this  talk  of 
goiug  to  Egypt  in  order  to  maintain 
the  route  to  Lidia,  we  have  committed 
an  immense  blunder  and  an  immense 
crime.  And  yet,  Sir,  it  is  actually  pro- 
posed that  we  should  take  possession  of 
Bechuanaland  in  order  to  obtain  a  route 
vxd  the  Cape  to  India.  I  do  not  wish 
to  go  into  that  subject;  but  just  allow 
me  to  point  out  the  absurdity  of 
going  into  these  annexations  in  order 
to  improve  the  trade  of  the  country. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Leicester  (Mr.  M'Arthur)  said  just  now 
that  we  had  sent  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  pounds'  worth  of  goods  to  this 
place;  but,  Sir,  we  also  heard  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Baden- 
Powell)  statethatit  had  cost  £20.000,000 
to  the  country  to  send  that  trade  there. 
If,  then,  we  looh  at  the  qnestion  from  the 
point  of  view  of  trade,  which  I  tMnk 
never  justifies  war,  we  shall  see  that 
there  has  been  a  great  balance  against 
this  country.  But  I  look  at  this  ques- 
tion in  a  far  more  serious  light.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  when 
speaking  on  this  question  last  year,  gave 
ua  a  strong  warning  against  this  con- 
stant process  of  annexation.  I  do  not 
think  he  was  alluding  to  this  particular 
case,  but  to  the  wholesale  way  in  which 
we  annexed  these  places  in  South  Africa ; 
and  he  oalled  attention  to  the  fact  that 
these  rejou^gs  orer  mmexations  were 
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alwaya  followed  by  a  cold  fit  and  dis- 
credit. And  it  is  very  likely  they  will  be 
80  now.  It  is  not  true  that  this  part 
of  our  Possessions  is  about  the  most 
fbreatening  and  dai^forons  partof  all  our 
Dominions  ?  It  is  a  different  state  of 
things  in  South  Africa  to  that  which  you 
have  in  any  other  Colonies.  In  our  other 
Colonies  you  have  a  race  of  Natives  who 
disappear  before  the  adrancement  of 
civilizatiou.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
it  is  so;  but  that  fact  baa  removed  out 
of  your  way  many  dangers  and  ex- 
penses which  those  Colonies  would  other- 
wise have  cost  you.  In  India  you 
have  a  population  very  different,  India 
for  centuries  has  been  conquered  and 
dominated  by  superior  races.  But 
what  have  you  in  Uouth  Africa?  You 
have  there  to  deal  with  two  sorts  of 
populations,  one  Native  and  the  other 
VHute.  Both  these  populations  are 
vigorous  and  increasing  in  numbers. 
You  have  in  the  Dutch  population  a  race 
as  tenadouB,  and  almost  as  pugnacious, 
as  ourselves ;  they  are  more  numerous, 
and  your  difficulties  with  them  are  con- 
stantly liable  to  increase  rather  than 
diminish.  Then,  Sir,  you  have  in  close 
connection  with  this  population,  not 
sickly  Hottentots,  but  a  raco  who  have 
themselves  been  conquerors,  and  are 
people  of  a  very  vigorous  character 
indeed;  so  that  under  our  rule,  instead 
of  dying  out,  they  are  increasing  more 
rapidly  than  we  are,  and  than  when  they 
were  allowed  to  &ght  it  out  among  them- 
selves. Therefore,  you  have  constantly 
increasing  difficulties,  and  you  will  find 
that  as  you  go  farther  on  your  difficulties 
will  not  decrease ;  on  the  contrary,  you 
will  find  that  as  you  odvuice  more  and 
more  into  South  A&ioa,  the  tax  on  the 
resources  and  on  the  blood  of  this  country 
in  your  wars  will  constantly  tend  to  in- 
crease. For  these  reasons,  I  cannot  speak 
in  the  tone  of  j  oy fulness  which  has  been 
so  much  used  tiiis  evening.  I  believe, 
Sir,  that  this  system  constantly  carried 
out  of  making  further  and  further  an- 
nexations will  involve,  as  it  has  already 
done,  great  burdens  on  the  taxpayers  of 
the  country — and,  Sir,  burdens  which  a 
Democracy  will  not  endure ;  and  I  say, 
therefore,  that,  as  a  oonsequence  of  pur- 
suing this  policy,  you  are  preparing  for 
yourself  a  disgraceful  surrender  of  what 
vou  have  acquired  in  times  past. 

Sib  ilCEDEBICK  SI&miEY:  Sir, 
I  think  the  h<m.  Qmtleman  who  has 

Mr.  BathhoM 


just  spoken  has  forgotten  that,  withn- 

fard  to  Bechuanaland,  it  was  not  the 
esire  of  annexation,  but  the  intoletable 
condition  of  affairs  which  had  grovn  up 
there  in  contravention  of  the  a^eement 
between  our8elv.es  and  another  Fowet— 
a  state  of  filibustering  so  disgraceful  in 
itself  to  all  the  pieces  we  nadg^vai, 
and  so  prejudicial  to  the  future  of  ou 
Colonies  in  South  Africa— that  pubEc 
feeling,  not  oonfiued  in  its  expression  to 
our  side  of  the  House,  dictated  the 
course  whioh  the  former  Liberal  GorerD- 
ment  took  of  sending  the  Expedition 
under  Sir  Charles  Warren  to  Soulh 
Africa.  I  am  not  going  to  dispute  fur- 
ther with  or  follow  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere)  into 
those  speculative  questions  which  he  has 
put  forward,  because  I  prefer  to  address 
myself  to  the  Tote  actually  before  us. 
The  question  now  is  a  vote  for  the 
administration  of  Bechuanaland.  Sir 
Charles  Warren,  as  is  well  known,  a^ 
quired  the  country  without  dif&colty  and 
without  bloodshed.  The  question  h 
therefore,  are  you  going  to  allow  the 
country  to  relapse  into  the  same  state  as 
it  was  in  before  ? '  "Why,  Sir,  the  result 
of  that  will  be  that  you  will  have  to  send 
out  another  Military  Expedition  to  take 
the  place  of  that  which  is  withdrawn. 
"We  thought  it  not  right  to  allow  the 
country,  which  had  been  placed  in  > 
condition  of  tranquillity,  to  relapse  into 
a  state  of  disorder  ;  and  the  only  way  in 
which  that  could  be  insured  was  hf 
instituting  an  efficient  police  force  t^ 
take  the  place,  and  discharge  the  mili- 
tary force  which  you  withdrew.  I  most 
say  that  I  think  the  hon.  Member  for 
Liveipool  (Mr.  Baden-Powell),  to  wlo^ 
speech  we  listened  this  evening  ifitli 
pleasure,  will  be  satisfied  with  the  gene- 
ral result  of  the  discussion  which  he  hu 
raised,  for  this  has  clearly  come  cut- 
that  Her  Majesty's  Qovernment  accept 
to  the  fullest  extent  the  view  which  we 
took  last  year.  They  accept,  as  it  veit. 
the  continuity  of  principle  on  which  the 
territories  In  question  were  to  be  go- 
verned ;  they  accept  this  to  the  full^' 
extent ;  and  I  gather,  from  what  tbf 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  told  us,  that  they  have  al^ 
endorsed  the  measures  by  which  ws 
sought  to  carry  out  the  object  xn  vieT. 
An  hon.  Gentleman  behind  me  (Ur. 
Baden-Powell)  has  asked  a  quewn 
which  I  am,  perhaps,  bette^able  to  aosW 
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tlian  tbe  ri^ht  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Ur.  Osborne  Morgan] — 
namely,  as  to  whether,  by  the  acceptance 
of  the  figures  now  giren  in  the  Estimate 
of  this  year,  the  GoTemment  would 
commit  the  country  and  the  House  to 
expenditure  for  other  purposes  in  future 
years  ?  Without  going  into  the  actual 
figures  used  by  Sir  Hercules  Eobinson, 
I  think  it  certain  that  a  wise  and  careful 
administration  will  result  in  the  possi- 
bility of  diminishing  the  expenditure 
under  this  Vote  in  connection  with  the 
police,  and  that  it  will  also  result  inbriog- 
iDgin  a  contribution  from  the  Colony- 
something  in  the  shape  of  a  capitation 
tax — which  will  very  materially,  or 
should  very  materially,  diminiBh  the 
amount  of  the  Vote  which  the  House 
would  otherwise  be  asked  for  in  future 
years.  One  of  two  things  the  Committee 
must  do.  £ither  we  must  be  prepared 
to  see  the  government  carried  on  efK- 
ciently,  under  which  ciroamstancesaless 
amount  cannot  be  charged;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  must  be  prepared  to  see 
things  drift  on,  with  the  inevitable  result 
that  in  a  few  years'  time  another  Mili- 
tary Expedition  will  have  to  be  sent  out 
to  occupy  the  ground  we  now  hold.  I 
am  not  in  any  sense  of  the  word  an 
advocate  for  annexation ;  but  when  we 
have  left  to  us  the  aUernative  of  allow- 
ing a  country  to  fall  into  a  state  of  dis- 
order, as  Bechuanaland  was  sure  to  have 
done  if  we  had  withdrawn  and  had  not 
sent  out  a  Military  Expedition,  or  doing 
what  we  have  done,  I  think  we  have 
been  right  in  accepting  the  responsi- 
bilities that  circumstuices  have  thrown 
upon  us.  I  think  we  are  justified  in 
endflavouring  to  establi^  as  efficient  a 
GoTemment  as  we  can,  never  leaving 
oat  of  sight  the  responsibilities  we  have 
incurred  among  the  Natives.  I  think  it 
will  be  found,  when  the  Papers  are  pre- 
sented, that  from  the  earliest  time  the 
ISome  Government  have  pressed  upon 
Sir  Hercules  Robinson,  the  High  Com- 
missioner, the  importance  of  securing  to 
the  Natives,  as  far  as  possible,  ample 
garden  groimds  and  means  of  subsist- 
ence. I  oelieve  that  the  very  case  that 
was  cited,  where  the  garden  grounds 
were,  in  the  first  instance,  intended  to 
be  occupied  otherwise,  that  the  High 
Commissioner — so  far  as  my  memory 
serves  me — was  instructed  to  make  other 
arrangements,  and  to  endeavour,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  carry  out  in  its  utmost 


spirit  the  assurance  that  he  had  given 
that  the  Natives  should  have  these 
grounds.  Before  this  House  it  is  not 
necessary  to  enter  into  a  long  discussion 
of  African  policy.  I  would  only  say  what 
T  ventured  from  the  other  side  of  tbe 
House  to  urge  upon  hon.  Members  last 
year ;  and  that  is  that  in  these  matters 
there  should  be  that  continuity  which 
has  been  advocated  both  on  the  one  side 
of  the  House  and  the  other.  I  am  suro 
that  a  great  deal  of  the  money  which 
has  been  spent  in  South  Africa,  and 
much  of  the  precious  blood  which  has 
been  shed  there,  would  have  been  saved 
if  from  the  first  this  country  had  pur- 
sued a  definite  and  continuous  policy  in 
this  part  of  the  world.  The  assumption, 
which  I  think  is  granted  on  all  sides, 
that  our  maintenance  of  a  route  by  the 
Cape  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Empire,  in  itself  entails,  by  a  chain  of 
reasoning  not  very  difficult  to  follow, 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  our  rights 
and  our  duties  in  the  South  African 
Colonies  taken  as  a  whole.  "We  can  never 
lay  down — I  do  not  think  it  possible  to 
lay  down — any  detailed  or  hard-and- 
fast  line  in  this  matter ;  but  I  think  the 
House  can  avoid  errors  in  the  future  in 
this  respect.  It  can  avoid  saying  that 
we  intend  to  assume  the  government  of 
a  country,  or  of  a  particular  district, 
and  the  next  moment  being  prepared  to 
hand  that  country  or  district  over  it 
matters  not  to  whom.  In  that  respect 
it  seems  to  me  the  experience  of  many 
bitter  lessons  has  brought  home  to 
this  country  the  necessity  of  abstaining 
from  vacillation,  and  the  neoessity  for 
keeping  up  continuity  in  such  matters ; 
and  I  think  that  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Eirkdale  Division  of 
Liverpool  (Mr.  Baden-Powell),  though 
he  made  other  remarks  that  the  Com- 
mittee listened  to  with  great  pleasure, 
if  he  had  done  no  more  than  draw  out 
from  the  Government  the  statement 
we  have  heard  of  their  views  as  to  the 
policy  which  should  be  pursued  in 
South  AfVica  in  the  future,  would  have 
had  reason  to  congratulate  himself  on 
the  effect  of  his  first  speech  in  this 
House.  I  can  only  say  that  I  can  en- 
tirely support  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  that  this 
Vote  is  in  entire  conformity  with  the 
interests  of  this  country  in  wis  matter, 
and  that  the  details  have  been  looked 
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into  with  every  desire  to  promote  pro- 
per ea>nomy.  I  trust  the  Oommittee 
will  now  pass  the  Vote. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Oommittee 
further  on  this  subject ;  but  there  is  one 
standpoint  from  which  this  subject  has 
not  yet  been  viewed.  There  is  one  fact 
which  will  affect  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  I  should  like  to 
bring  it  before  the  Oommittee.  It  is  that 
all  hon.  Gentlemen  ask  for  they  could 
have  got  without  spending  a  single  penny 
of  Imperial  funds.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Cape  Colony  and  his 
Government  offered  to  take  over  Be- 
'chtianaland,  and  to  put  down  all  the 
anarchy — in  fact,  to  annex  the  territory 
to  Cape  Colony — and  to  do  it  at  the  ex- 
pense of  that  Colony.  But,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment refused  to  acoept  this  very  good 
offer,  and  the  result  has  been  that  we 
have  already  spent  £1,000,000  in  our 
operations  in  order  to  give  these  fili- 
busters a  start ;  and  now  we  are  asked 
to  spend  £69,000  more  to  aid  this 
new  Crown  Colony  which  we  did  not 
want,  which  can  be  of  no  earthly  use 
to  us,  and  which  by-and-bye  will  in- 
evitably be  annexed  to  the  Cape.  I  pro- 
test against  spending  these  enormous 
sums  upon  a  district  in  which  there  are 
not  5,000  White  men.  We  are  spend- 
ing £100,000  upon  the  place  this  year, 
which  literally  means  giving  these  people 
£20  a-head.  We  are  assisting  men 
whose  farms,  two  years  ago,  were  not 
worth  £1,000  apiece,  though  now,  in 
consequence  of  what  we  have  done, 
they  will  be  worth  at  least  £2,000  or 
£3,000.  Why  should  wo  not  place  a  tax 
at  once  upon  the  owners  of  thesevaluable 
farms ;  why  not  impose  one  also  upon 
the  Natives  f  These  people  are  well  off ; 
they  can  find  good  work  in  the  diamond 
fields  and  elsewhere,  and  have  good 
markets  for  their  produce.  Why  should 
we  not  make  them  pay  ?  If  the  Colony 
reqmres  money,  I  should  not  object  to 

giving  them  a  loan — even  to  these  fili- 
usters,  deserters  from  Her  Majesty's 
Forces,  murderers  and  ruffians,  as  they 
have  been  designated;  but^  certainly, 
seeing  that  we  have  given  them 
£1,000,000  already,  I  do  not  think  it 
wise  to  go  on  throwing  money  away  in 
the  reckless  manner  now  proposed,  in 
order  to  maintain  a  Colony  which,  as  I 
say,  in  the  long  run,  will  have  to  be 
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handed  over  to  the  Oape.  la  the  laat 
Blue  Book  it  is  deariy  laid  down  that 
we  have  absolutdy  been  asking  the 
Oape  to  take  over  this  territory, 
and  stating  that  we  do  not  intend  to 
keep  it  as  a  Crown  Colony  any  mom 
than  we  intended  to  keep  Qriqualand. 
We  might  have  kept  Griqnaland,  be- 
cause  it  is  a  valuable  possession,  on 
account  of  its  diamond  fields ;  but  then 
are  no  diamonds  in  Beohuanaland.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  is  said  to  be  wrong  in  hii 
history ;  but  I  maintain  that  he  is  per- 
fectly accurate.  The  district  the  oon. 
Member  referred  to  was  as  much  a  dis- 
trict of  the  Transvaal  as  Kent  is  t 
portion  of  Bngland.  No  doubt, 
we  contemplated  taking  over  Qii^a- 
land,  we  might  have  taken  over  £e- 
chuanaland  at  the  same  time ;  bnt  we 
evidently  did  not  think  it  worth  aonra- 
ing.  Again,  when  we  took  over  the 
Transvaal,  in  1877,  we  took  over  Be- 
chuanaland  as  a  portion  of  it — our 
Administrator  took  it  over  as  a  portion 
of  the  Transvaal,  and  appointed  officials 
and  magistrates  to  that  section  of  the 
Transvaal.  When  we  gave  the  Trans- 
vaal back  to  the  Boers,  Bechuanaland 
was  out  away  from  the  Transvaal,  and 
a  period  of  anarchy  ensued ;  these  tvo 
Bepublics  were  formed  after  a  long  in- 
tertribal war ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  giro 
the  Chiefs  and  their  White  fcJlowers  all 
the  land  each  had  possetsion  of  in  the 
territory  and  to  stand  by  certain  Treatia 
that  were  made.  ["  No,  no !  "1  An  hon. 
Member  says  "No,  no!"  The  only 
question  in  dispute,  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
between  the  Cape  Ministry  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  was  about  Moat- 
sioa's  farm.  Perhaps  hon.  Gentlemen 
are  not  aware  that  Montsioa  was  sent 
there  by  the  Boers.  Before  the  Boot 
acquired  the  territory  Montsioa  was  in 
the  Free  State,  and  he  was  taken  to  this 
new  acquisition.  The  only  question  was 
whether  a  certain  portion  of  land, 
not  worth  £5,000,  should  be  given 
back  to  Montsioa,  or  whether  that 
part  should  remain,  as  by  Treaty,  in 
the  possession  of  the  rival  Chiet 
his  opponent,  and  that  CBiiers  White 
followers.  Of  all  these  Native  Obidik 
Montsioa  is  the  one  that  has  least  dtm 
upon  us.  He  is  the  most  barbarous  and 
the  most  ernel  of  all  these  peofde.  I  m 
sorry  that  the  right  hon.  uentlemu 
the  President  of  the  Local  Govemmeat 
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Board  (Mr.  Chamberlain)  is  not  pre- 
sent beeause  two  years  ago  he  gave  the 
House  an  aocouot  of  this  old  ruffian. 
He  described  to  the  House  how  Mout- 
aioa  had  made  a  night  attack  upon  a 
village  belonging  to  a  Ohxef,  his  own 
equal ;  how  he  h^d  burned  the  village, 
and  skluned  the  men  and  women,  and 
out  out  their  hearts.  ["Oh,  oh!""] 
Well,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  told 
the  story,  and  it  was  this  savage  who 
did  these  things  that  we  have  spent 
£1,000,000  to  protect,  and  for  whose 
sake  we  now  wish  to  spend  £100,000  in 
order  to  protect  him,  and  to  prevent 
land  which  is  scarcely  worth  anything 
from  being  taken  from  him.  Messrs. 
Upington  and  Sprigg  offered  to  take 
over  Stellaland ;  but  we  refused  the 
otfer,  and  are  content  to  pay  money  in 
connection  with  Stellaland  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  bandits  who  are  there — 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  all  the  bloody 
raids  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much. 
It  is  hardly  likely  that  we  shall  ke^ 
Beohoanaland  a  moment  longer  than  we 
can  he]p  it.  In  fact,  in  course  of  time 
the  population  will  want  to  be  annexed 
to  the  Cape,  as  that  of  Oriqualand  has 
already  done.  I  object,  on  the  part  of 
the  ratepayers  of  this  country,  to  hand- 
ing over  to  these  comparatlTely  rich  men 
in  South  Africa  any  more  .of  the  public 
funds.  "We  have  already  given  them 
£20,000,000)  and  the  return  they  have 
made  ns  haa  been  to  put  heavy  taxes 
upon  our  goods  to  keep  them  out  as 
the  otber  Colonies  have  done.  No 
country  in  the  world  has  ever  behaved 
80  generously  to  its  Colonies  as  we  have 
done,  and  I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
no  Colonies  undert  he  sun  have  ever  be- 
liaved  so  badly  to  the  Mother  Country 
as  ours  have  behaved  to  us.  Qive  them 
this  money  as  a  loan  if  you  like ;  but  to 
give  £20  a-head  as  a  free  gift  to  all  the 
bandits  in  Bechuanaland  is  a  proposi- 
tion to  which  I  emphatically  object. 

Mr.  WODEHOUSB:  I  should  not 
have  risen  to  take  part  in  this  debate 
had  it  not  been  for  the  observations  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  bos  just  sat 
down.  The  hon.  Member,  who  ap- 
parently entortains  a  great  dislike  for 
handits  and  ruffians,  holds  the  position 
—  unless  I  am  much  mistaken  —  of 
Consul  General  to  the  Transvaal  Re- 

fnblie.   He  may  be  r^arded,  there- 
ore,  aa  holding  a  brief  for  that  Be- 
pabiio.   Bang  in  a  certain  sense  its 
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professional  advocate  here,  it  is  only 
natural  and  proper  that  he  should  seize 
every  opportunity  of  painting  the  adver- 
saries of  the  Transvaal,  such  aa  Montsioa, 
in  the  blackest  colours,  and  theJTransTaal 
Boers  in  the  rosiest  and  most  attractive 
colours.  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
always  receive  the  representations  he 
makes  on  behalf  of  the  Transvaal  Be> 
public  as  its  Consul  General  with  the 
greatest  possible  respect ;  with  respect, 
however,  tempered  by  a  very  large  ad- 
mixture of  caution  and  circumspection. 
The  hon.  Member  told  us  that  if  we 
had  accepted  the  proposals  of  the  Cape 
Government  there  would  have  been  no 
occasion  for  all  this  vast  expenditure, 
and  no  need  of  Sir  Charles  Warren's 
Expedition.  Well,  with  regard  to  that 
Expedition,  the  Transvaal  Government 
certainly  did  its  utmost  to  stop  it ;  hap- 
pily without  Buooess,  because,  in  my 
opinion,  that  Expedition  was  the 
brightest  and  beat  feature  of  the  whole 
South  A&ican  policy  of  the  last  Liberal 
GK)vemment.  Until  that  Expedition 
took  place  the  shadow  of  that  ill-omened 
mountain  —  Maj  uba  Hill  —  rested  upon 
every  symbol  of  British  Sovereignty  in 
South  Africa.  But  now,  without  the 
shedding  of  a  single  drop  of  blood,  that 
shadow  has  been  removed.  The  hon. 
Member  found  fault  with  the  rejection 
by  the  Imperial  Government  of  the 
offer  of  Messrs.  Upington  and  Sprigg, 
the  Cape  Ministers,  to  pacify  Stellaland 
and  take  it  over  ;  but  why  was  the  offer 
rejected  ?  On  this  point  I  appeal  to 
the  testimony  of  Sir  Hercules  Bobioson, 
who  has  been  ready  to  act  in  accord 
with  Messrs.  Upington  and  Sprigg,  and 
who  has  been  in  sharp  antagonism  with 
Sir  Charles  Warren.  Nevertheless,  in 
the  judgment  of  Sir  Hercules  Robinson, 
the  terms  offered  by  the  Cape  Ministers 
with  reference  to  the  future  position  of 
the  Native  Chiefs  were  such  as  this  coun- 
try could  not  accept  without  discredit. 
Then  the  hon.  Member  says  that  he 
hopes  that  this  new  Crown  Colony  will 
be  transferred  to  the  Cape  Colony.  For 
my  own  part,  I  hope  noftiing  of  the  sort 
will  be  done.  We  are  all  only  too 
familiar  with  vacillations  and  reversals 
of  Imperial  policy  in  South  Africa ;  but 
if  there  be  any  revezval  of  policy  now  in 
this  matter  of  the  Bechuanaland  IVotec- 
torate — anj  attempt  to  hand  it  over  to 
the  Chipe  U)lony — British  authority  and 
ii^uence  in  South  Airiea  will  be  shaken 
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to  its  Tory  centre.  I  mxut  apologize  to 
the  Oommittea  for  detaioin^  it  by  theae 
few  ohserratioDS  which  hare  been  drawn 
from  by  the  intervention  of  the  hon. 
Member  (Dr.  OUuk).  I  heard  with  the 
greatest  aatiafaction  that  Her  Majesty's 
present  Qorenunent  iatend  to  pay  re- 
ffard  to  continvity  of  policy.  It'  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say  bo,  I  hope  the  QoTera- 
ment  will  ottref  luly  lorebear  from  raising 
at  the  present  moment  the  question  of 
the  transfer  of  this  Crown  Oolony  and 
Protectorate  to  the  Gape  Colony.  JUe- 
darations  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters, Mther  in  Parliament  or  in  de- 
spatch es— declarations  of  their  ultimate 
intention  or  present  desirb  to  effect  this 
transfer  will  travel  far  and  wide  through 
South  Africa,  perplexing  and  disquieting 
all  the  Natives.  Bendered  uneasy  and 
imcertain  of  their  future  by  such  decla- 
rations, the  Native  Chiefs  will  become 
suspicious  and  hard  to  manage,  and  all 
the  diffionlties  of  administering  this  Pro- 
teotra-ate  will  be  aggravated  ten-fold.  A 
peaceful,  settled,  and  prosperous  terri- 
tory the  Colonic  Gtovemment  may  some 
day  take  over  ;  but  a  restless,  disturbed, 
and,  therefore,  impoverished  Protecto- 
rate, no  Colonial  Government  will  ever 
consent  to  take  over,  except  on  terms 
whioh  are  certain  to  be  inadmissible  by 
the  Imperial  Government — such  terms, 
for  example,  as  wore  offered  by  the 
Cape  Ministry  to  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  and  properly 
rejected  by  him.  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  pauti^  Vote  by  a  fai^e  and  decisive 
majority. 

Mb.  BETHKLL  :  I  should  be  sorry  to 
ait  in  my  place  and  hear  the  character 
of  a  man  whom  I  know  to  be  brave,  and 
whom  I  believe  to  be  honest,  aspersed 
as  a  coward  and  cruel  tyrant,  without 
saying  a  word  in  his  defence.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Dum&ies  (Dr.  Clark)  de- 
nounced in  this  way  one  whom  I  know 
personally  myself  from  having  bad  con- 
siderable communication  with  him. 
Though  it  may  be  said  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  took  a  partial  view  of  the 
question  owing  to  the  fact  of  his  repre- 
senting the  Transvaal  in  the  capacity  of 
Consul  General,  it  may  be  said  that  I 
take  a  partial  view  of  my  side  of  the 
question  from  the  relationship  that 
events  have  established  between  the 
man  of  whom  he  spoke  and  myself.  But 
there  is  this  difference  between  us.  I 
have  been  to  the  Cape,  and  have  made 
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I  it  my  business  to  inquire  as  closelj  aa 
I  possible  into  the  character  of  this  C^hief, 
Montsioa.    I  did  that  \  and  I  can  abeo* 
lutely  say  that  of  all  the  Chiefs  is  Sonlh 
Africa  this  maa,  Montsioa,  bears  un* 
questionably  the  highest  and  purest 
character.   I  venture  to  say  that  tkii 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  Said  for  a  manin 
his  position.  Z  ouinot  think  thstthe 
hon.  Member  is  correct  in  the  accoant 
he  gave  of  the  histoij  of  the  annexaUoo 
of  BeohiLanaland  to  the  Transvaal.  I 
cannot  admit  that  Bechuanalaod  was 
a  Province  of  the  Transvaal  in  the  sense 
in  which  a  Province  is  understood. 
Bechuanaland  was  a  Province  of  the 
Transvaal  only  in  the  sense  that  anj 
other  port  of  Africa  was  a  ProviQce, 
where  no  boundaries  had  been  placed  to 
the  Transvaal.   No  boundary  had  bees 
placed  round  the  territory;  but  as  soon 
as  we  formulated  a  policy  with  re^rd 
to  that  part  of  South  Africa  we  had 
to  place  a  limit  to  the  Transvaal,  and 
in  desoribing  that  limit  we  put  Bechs- 
axtaland  outside  of  it  altogether.  The 
hon.  Member  for  NorUiampton  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  said  that  there  had  never 
been  a  clear  and  distinct  policy  in  Sooth 
Africa.   I  am  very  much  of  the  hon. 
Member's  opinion,  that  we  have  not 
regularly  pursued  a  clear  and  distinct 
policy  there ;  but  I  do  maintain  that  for 
years  and  years,  almost  ever  since  cir- 
cumstances brought  us  into  South  Africa, 
there  have  been  two  distinct  and  clear 
lines  of  policy  open,  which  we  WMfl 
compelled,  whether  we  liked  it  or  not, 
to  pursue.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  from 
time  to  time  the  fines     these  particular 
policies  have  been  placed  on  one  side. 
The  Qovemment  from  time  to  time,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  have  neglected  to  ean; 
out  their  self-undertaken  duties.  &i 
these  two  lines  were  policies  which,! 
venture  to  thinks  on  the  whole,  are  es- 
sentially in  accord  with  the  political 
sentiments  of  Gentlemen  who  sitoatlii 
other  side  of  the  House.    One  of  these 
is  the  protection  of  Natives  from  attacl; 
and  I  would  venture  to  point  out  to  tia 
Committee  that  thia  was  exactly  the 
same  principle,  only  in  a  much 
accentuated  form,  whioh  the  rii^ht  boa. 
Oeutieman  the  Prime  Minister  laid  dova 
with  regard  to  the  protection  of  natioos- 
lities  struggling  for  freedom  in  £ur^ 
It  is  but  a  few  years  sinoe  Uie  PniD« 
Minister  stirred  up  what  I  may  call  the 
humanitarian  enthuaiaam  of  Englaadfw 
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a  race  to  whom  we  are  bound  by  no  par- 
ticular ties.  Now,  it  is  the  Tory  eame 
tbiag  in  relation  to  these  tribes  in  South 
Africa,  except  that  we  had  given  certain 
distinct  undertakings  in  regaH  to  them. 
We  had  entered  into  agreements  which, 
we  were  compelled  to  carry  out.  We 
■were  compelled  to  carry  out  our  under- 
takings from  the  fact  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  assimilating  the  two  European 
races  in  Africa — namely,  the  Dutch  and 
the  English.  It  was  impossible  for  us, 
as  tiie  ruling  Power  in  Africa,  to  admit 
tKe  practiou  slavery  which  existed 
under  the  Dutch,  we  were  compelled 
to  put  that  down ;  and  that  is  the  reason 
why,  whatever  policy  was  pursued  from 
time  to  time,  we  were  bound  to  draw  a 
distinct  line  requiring  us  to  protect  the 
Natives  from  the  unjnst  assaults  of  what 
I  may  call  the  overflow  rascality  of  the 
Transvaal.  There  is  no  doubt  that  for 
a  certain  number  of  years  this  policy 
was  neglected;  but  the  Bechuanaland 
Expedition  was  simply  a  vindication  of 
oar  original  line  of  policy.  This  sum 
of  money  now  being  discussed  is  simply 
the  natural  result  and  necessary  sequel 
of  the  Bechuanaland  Expedition.  It  is 
imposnble  to  dissociate  the  one  from  the 
other;  and  I  venture  to  think  that  if 
hon.  Oentlemen  will  consider  with  some 
care  the  rather  unusual  and  extraordi- 
nary position  of  Bechuanaland  at  the 
time  we  took  it  over  they  -will  be  dis- 
posed to  accept  this  Vote.  The  Vote,  it 
is  true,  is  a  large  one ;  but  we  must 
consider  it  in  relation  to  the  characteris- 
tics of  the  country  we  undertook  to 
gfovern.  Generally  when  we  speak  of 
a  Protectorate  we  mean  a  case  in  which 
we  undertake  to  look  after  the  Native 
THbes  in  a  country  where  there  is  no 
internal  administration ;  but  here  in 
Bechuanaland,  not  only  were  there 
Native  Tribes,  but  also  a  so-called  Re- 
publican Ghtveroment  —  a  Sepnblioau 
Oorernment,  I  beg  the  Committee  to 
remember — which  oame  into  existence 
simply  through  our  own  neglect.  We 
were  compelled  to  accept  that  Govern- 
ment, and  take  over  its  responsibilities ; 
and  it  is  now  impossible  for  us  to  leave 
this  country  without  seeing  a  proper 
and  6rm  Government  established  there. 
Very  much  has  been  said  to-night  about 
trade  advantages  and  so  forth ;  and 
I  am  very  much  inclined  to  think  that 
that  is,  after  all,  a  very  distinct  second 
line  of  policy  which  keepB  ub  in  that 


part  of  Africa.  The  Prime  Minister, 
speaking  the  other  night  with  regard  to 
fiurmah,  said  that  no  person  of  any 
weight  or  intellect  would  ever  for  a  mo- 
ment advance  the  doctrine  of  making 
war  for  the  sake  of  commerce ;  and  I  am 
only  sorry  he  did  not  advance  that  prin- 
ciple beyond  those  who  have  weight  and 
intellect,  because  I  do  not  think  anyone 
would  support  that  doctrine.  Never- 
theleBSj  I  do  think  it  is  right  that  our 
countrymen  who  go  as  pioneers  of  civili- 
zation, and  open  up  new  routes  and  ex- 
plore new  countries,  should  have  their 
rights  respected  and  protected  by  the 
strength  of  the  Empire.  When  we  hear 
hon.  Kembers  say,  as  sometimes  we  do 
from  the  Benches  opposite,  that  we 
ought  not  in  any  instance  to  support 
these  semi-commercial  wars,  I  am  sur- 
prised, and  very  much  surprised,  because 
these  are  Gentlemen  who  arrogate  to 
themselves  the  position  of  defenders  of 
the  workiogclassee.  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  think  in  one  sense  they  are — in 
this  sense — that  they  are  like  those  who 
put  their  money  in  a  box  and  bury  it  in 
the  ground  instead  of  putting  it  out  at 
intefeat.  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  this  money  we  are  uked  to  vote  is 
a  tax  that,  in  all  human  probability, 
will  be  returned  very  many  times  by  in- 
creased trade  with  tho  enormous  centre 
of  Africa.  Perhaps  I  may  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  Uquor  traffic, 
about  which  so  much  has  been  said  to- 
night. It  so  happens  it  is  rather  an 
honourable  feature  in  the  character  of 
Montsioa,  and  of  some  other  Chiefs, 
that  on  no  conditions  will  they  allow 
the  liquor  traffic  to  come  into  their 
country.  That  I  think  is  a  very  satis- 
factory state  of  things.  My  hon.  Priend 
the  Member  for  the  Kirkdale  Divi- 
sion of  Liverpool  (Mr.  Baden-Powell), 
expressed  his  fear  that  the  garden  plots 
about  Mapehing  were  being  appro- 
priated, and  that  the  Government  were 
not  taking  suffioimt  precautions  to  guard 
against  t^s  being  done.  In  the  advioes 
I  have  got  reoeutly  from  a  correspondent 
out  in  Bechuanaland  there  is  not  a  single 
word  that  in  any  way  confirmed  that 
report,  and  I  cannot  conceive  how  it  is 
possible  the  report  can  be  true,  because 
one  of  the  very  objects  of  the  recent 
Expenditure  was  the  restoration  of  the 
^raen  grounds.  I  apologize  to  the 
Committee  for  having  detained  them  so 
long;  myexooseistuitf having  recently 
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been  in  South  Africa,  I  take  a  heen  in- 
terest ic  the  afifairs  of  the  country. 
Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :-^Aya»  85  ; 
Noes  239:  Uajoritr  144.— (Dir.  List. 
No.  18.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Colonel  NOLAN;  Mr.  Courtney,  I 
wish  to  raise  a  point  of  Order  in  oonnec- 
tion  with  the  division  just  taken.  I 
should  ]ike  to  bare  your  ruling  aa  to  the 
closiog  of  the  door  when  a  division  is 
called.  On  the  occasion  of  the  last  di- 
Tisiou  the  door  was  shut,  or  rather  the 
officer  endeavoured  to  shnt  the  door, 
when  hon.  Members  were  pressing  in. 
I  succeeded  in  atrugg;IiDg  through — it 
uggle, 
like  to 

Bute  in  the  matter.  My  impression  of 
the  old  Bule  is  that  the  door  should  not 
be  shut  while  there  is  a  Member  in 
sight.   

Mr.  DILLWTN  :  As  far  aa  my  recol- 
lection goes— and  it  goes  a  long  way 
back— the  Rule  is  that  as  long  as  any- 
body is  in  sight  the  door  shul  not  be 
closed.  I  was  engaged  in  writing  a 
letter  when  the  division  bell  rang  a  few 
minutes  ago ;  and  I,  like  the  hou.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel  Nolan),  ex- 
perienced some  difficulty  in  getting  in 
the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  apprehend  it  is 
the  duty  ot  hou.  Members  to  attend  the 
Committee;  but  when  a  division  is 
called  a  few  minutes  are  allowed  to  en- 
able hon.  Iifombers  to  take  their  places. 
The  door  is  not  usually  shut  while  hon. 
Members  are  coming  in ;  but  a  limit 
must  be  put  to  the  time  the  Committee 
is  waiting,  otherwise  the  general  body 
of  Members  will  be  put  to  great  invon* 
venience. 


Original  Question  pnt,  and  gffmd  io. 


ARHT  (SUPPLEHENTART  ESTI- 
UATES.  1685-e). 

(3.)  £100,  Warlike  Stores  and  Works. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  The 
amount  expended  in  the  year  1883-4  in 
this  Tote  was  £1,429,000.  The  Esti- 
mate for  1884-5  was  £1,619,000,  less 
£356,500  appropriation  in  aid,  leaving 
a  total  of  £1,262,500.  Now',  Sir,  in 
that  year  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
was  brought  in  just  as  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  is  broi^ht  in  now.  The 

Mr.  BtiheU 
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Amount  TO  £370,000;  but  Ihs  Eiti- 
mate  was  very  differmt  froin  the  pee- 
sent  Estimate  in  point  of  form.  Hia. 
Members  may  possibly  rememb^  diit 
in  the  ordinaiy  Estimate  few  the  Works 
and  Stores  Vote  there  is  a  very  laiga 
and  detailed  statement  showicg  ^ 
specific  appropriations  of  OKUiey,  and 
that  it  has  been  customary,  when  lacga 
Supplementary  Votes  are  asked  foriii 
connection  with  such  Bervices  aa  tbete, 
to  furnish  to  the  House  some  detailed 
information  corresponding  with  de- 
tailed statement  which  is  set  forth  ia  the 
ordinary  Estimate.   In  thejear  1884-3, 
when  an  Estimate  like  this  was  pn- 
aented  to  the  Committee,  the  sun  lu 
set  forth  in  detail  under  as  many  ai  13 
different  headings.  In  the  preseitf  cw 
there  is  abstdut^y  nothing  of  the  Idni 
We  have  lumped  together  under  Vota 
12  sums  amounting  to  £190,000,  aod 
underYotelSsums  amounting  to£74,ldS, 
a  total  of  £264,158.    There  is  deducted 
moro  than  £250,000,  which  is  pntdovu 
as  appropriations  in  aid  from  Vote  II 
I  defy  anybody  to  make  out  from  tbii 
Paper  what  are  the  services  in  connec- 
tion with  which  this  very  large  expefl- 
diture  of  money  is  to  take  place.  In  tbt 
Estimates  lor  last  year  we  had  the  total 
sum  of  £268,600  put  down  for  atcni; 
but  from  thatthere  was  deducted  the  son 
of  £559,182  on  account  of  what  uecalkd 
appropriations  in  aid.    That  smallff 
sum  was  principally  made  up  in  thii 
way— Talue  of  stores  on.  repajmeot, 
£433,000 ;  proceeds  of  side  of  old  atom 
and  material,  £115,000.    Aa  I  saj,  is 
this  Supplementary  Estimate  we  hiK 
absolutely  nothing  to  show  in  what  par- 
ticular Department  of  the  public  expeo' 
diture  it  ia  necessary  to  come  to  FarlU- 
ment  for  further  money.    As  a  matter 
of  fact,  when  the  War  Office  wantai 
sum  of  over£250,000,  they  are  able  go  to 
juggle  their  figures  that  they  appear t«) 
come  to  the  House  for  the  sum  of  £100| 
while  in  reality  they  want  £264,009 
over  and  above  that  for  which  it  ia 
necessary  they  should  submit  aay  dii* 
tinot  Vote  at  all.   The  reason  vL  tbn 
is  that  as  the  Army  Estimates  an  so* 
preaented  and  prepared  there  is  gii^ 
to  this  large  spenoiiig  Depaxtmralt  the 
War  Office,  power  to  raise  funds  on  it* 
own  account  by  getting  rid  of  pablic 
atpres.     The  stores  which  thsy  ^ 
rid  of,  or  intended  to  get  rid  ofi 
during  the  financial  year  we  set  dovs 
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ftt  £115,000.  Now,  tlie  eetti&ff  rid  of 
old  Btores  to  the  tone  of  £115,000  in 
one  year  is  a  very  considenible  toaiufer 
of  property,  probably  to  the  losa  of  the 
pnUio.  But  instead  of  limiting  tbem- 
selves  to  that  very  liberal  allowance, 
the  War  Office,  for  reasons  which  it  does 
not  set  forth  in  this  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate, take  a  further  sum  of  £264,000. 
I  think  the  Oommittee  will  agree  with 
me  that  it  is  necessary  the  Goremment 
should,  in  the  first  instance,  give  some 
explanation  of  the  reason  why  they  have 
tiiought  fit  to  draw  up  this  particular 
finpplementary  Estimate  in  the  very  ob- 
scure form  in  which  it  is  brought  up, 
without  the  least  indication  of  the  par- 
ticular direction  in  which  this  extra 
znoney  is  to  be  spent  in  connection  with 
Btores;  and,  in  the  second  place,  that 
they  should  explain  to  the  Committee 
how  it  is  that  they  are  able  to  raise  so 
very  large  a  sum  as  upwards  of  £250,000 
to  appropriate  in  aid  of  this  Vote,  espe- 
cially when  they  have  already  taken  a 
third  of  a  million,  as  shown  in  the  ori- 
ginal Estimate.  They  have  got  now 
£359,000  to  appropriate  ;  and  if  to  that 
you  add  £264,000,  you  get  the  enormous 
sum  of  £633,000  on  this  one  Army  Veto, 
which  the  OoTemment  are  able  to  pro- 
cure apparently  by  getting  rid  of  stores. 
It  is  the  old  battle  that  was  fought  over 
and  over  again,  not  only  in  this  Oom- 
mittee, but  in  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, and  by  many  of  the  best  finan- 
ciers connected  with  the  House,  when 
they  insisted  tJiat  there  should  be  some- 
thing like  a  check  placed  on  the  War 
Office  in  respect  to  its  stores.  Now,  Sir, 
I  know  that  under  this  Vote  it  may  be 
■aid  that  the  Navy  has  drawn  a  great 
deal  more  stores,  more  armaments,  from 
the  Military  Service  than  is  usual ;  but 
whether  the  Navy  has  drawn  much  or 
little,  what  I  contend  for  is  that  the  Esti- 
mate submitted  to  the  Committee  ought 
to  show  how  much  theNavydoes  so  draw. 
And  on  this  point  I  beg  to  remind  the 
Committee  that  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  Qeneral,  in  his  Beport  on  this 
▼ery  Vote  last  year,  pointed  out  that  the 
Appropriation  Account  did  not  afford  in- 
formabon  relative  to  the  stores  supplied 
to  the  NaTy  in  that  financial  year  which 
wu  demred  by  the  Public  Accounts 
Oommittee  in  1680,  and  referred  to 
again  in  the  56th  paragaph  of  the  Re- 
port of  that  Oommittee  in  1884.  Then, 
Bir,  the  Fablio  Accounts  Oommitteo 
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themselves  reported  in  reference  to  this 
Vote— 

"  They  are  strongly  inpreased  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  an  anditindeiMiideQtof  andoutnde 
of  the  Department,  however  careful  and  exact 
the  Departmental  aadit  may  be.  They  oonsider 
that,  in  the  pahlio  interest,  more  evidence 
ghould  be  afforded  tiiat  the  qaantities  and 
value  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Btores  are  amply 
maintained  from  year  to  year,  and  that  for  tnis 
purpose  a  complete  stock-taking  should  be 
undertaken." 

Now,  no  such  thing  as  a  proper  stock- 
taking has  been  undertaken  by  the  War 
Office,  and  the  consequence  is  that  they 
are  able  to  get  rid  of  Army  stores  to  a 
very  large  extent,  as  may  be  seen  by 
reference  to  these  appropriations  in  aid 
of  the  Store  Vote  year  after  year.  Be- 
fore the  Oommittee  accedes  to  the  pre- 
sent demand,  I  ask  the  Gtorermnent  to 
explain,  first  of  all,  what  are  the  extra 
expenses  in  connection  wltii  the  Stores 
Vote — ^Vote  12 — which  we  now  have  be- 
fore us,  and  what  are  the  sounes  from 
whence  they  have  drawn  this  extra  sum 
of  £264,000,  described  as  an  appropria- 
tion in  aid. 

The  SECEETAET  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Campbell  -  Bansebman)  t 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  anticipated  oy 
his  rising  the  explanation  of  this  Vote 
which  I  had  intended  to  make.  I  can 
easily  understand  that,  without  explana- 
tion, the  Vote  may  be  somewhat  mis- 
leading. There  is  nothing  In  it,  how- 
ever, connected  with  the  sale  of  old 
stores,  or  with  the  Navy.  The  fact  is 
this,  that  a  larger  amount  of  repayment 
serrioee  than  were  calculated  upon  have 
arisen  in  the  course  of  the  year.  De- 
mands have  been  made  by  India  uid 
the  Colonies  for  supplies  of  stores  to  an 
extent  greater  than  was  antidpated  last 
spring.  The  Committee  will  easily  see 
it  is  difficult  to  anticipate  exactly  how 
large  such  demands  may  be.  In  this 
year  they  have  greatly  exceeded  both 
the  repayments  from  the  Colonies,  and 
also  the  demands  made  by  them,  for  the 
manufacture  of  stores  has  exceeded 
the  calculations  formed.  The  result  has 
been  that  the  Manufacturing  Depart- 
ment has  been  put  to  the  expense  of 
£190,000,  shown  in  the  first  column, 
for  the  production  of  stores  demanded 
on  repayment  by  India  and  the  Colonies. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  have  received 
larger  appropriations  in  aid  of  that  ex- 
penditure. The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
Kaajuat  spoken  knows ver^  well  that  \r9 
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are  albved  to  iakt  to  the  oredtt  .of  a 
Tote  any  leceipts  which  tq  eipeot  to 
receive  during  the  year.  It  is  really 
only  in  order  to  bring  the  matter  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  House  of  Cocojnons 
that, we  have  brought  this  Vote  forward ; 
and  the  only  way  in  which  we  <«an  do  so 
ia  by  asfaiDg  for  this  amall  Tote  of  £lOO, 
The  nature  of  these  serrices  is  explained 
on  the  other  side  of  the  pi^e  in  tho  Estt- 
matee.  The  hon.  Member  eomplains 
that  the  Tote  does  not  explain  itself; 
but  I  vould  call  hia  atteniion  to  the 
note  at  the  end,  which  thoroughly  ex- 
^aina  the  mattev.  I  need  hardly  say 
that  the  present  CtoTfinunoDt  ia  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  Tote ;  hut  I  hdlievo  it 
to  be  perfectly  regular. 

OsireBAL  Bib  GEOBGE  BALFOUB 
said,  that  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  pro- 
posers of  crediting  Votes  of  money  to 
be  expended  with  the  receipts  derived 
from  the  respective  Totea.  He  might  be 
justified  in  saying  that  he  had  been  in 
oommunica&n  with  the  Treasury,  and 
he  had  received  a  distinct  assurance 
Uiat  the  greatest  caution  would  be  ezer- 
oiaed  in  preventing  abuses  in  the  man- 
ner ol  uung  tiieae  receipts ;  but,  in  thie 
case  now  oefore  the  Oommittoe,  the 
very  ahuee  which  he  feared  was  perpe- 
trated. H»e  they  had  two  Totes  lumped 
up,  and  the  reoeipta  from  one  made  to 
apply  to  both.  It  was  obviDus,  how- 
ever, that  instead  of  £100  being  asked 
foe  in  thie  Tote,  the  real  amount  de- 
manded waa  £74,000,  and  the  whole  sum 
needed  to  meet  the  expenditure  on  Tote 
13  and  thesum  for  Toto  12,  He  wished 
to  protest  against  this  mode  of  voting 
the  SuppKes  of  the  country,  and  he  earn- 
estly hoped  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Doneg^(Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  would  press 
his  objection  to  a  division. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT :  I 
'Uiink  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Oampbell- 
Bannerman)  has  given  us  a  fair  iudica- 
tiott  of  the  nature  of  the  Tote  before 
us.  I  quite  understand  that  £195,000 
waa  estimated  for  stores  that  might  have 
been  required  for  India  and  wo  Oolo- 
niea,  and  that  £264,000  is  in  excess  of 
what  my  right  h<m.  Friend  the  late  Se- 
orelary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  expected  to  receive.  I  am,  there- 
fore, quite  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
tion; but  the  question  which  I  wish  par- 
ticularly to  raise  to-night  is  a  question 
vhioh  more  intimately  afifeots  the  late' 

ifr.  CampbtU-BmnmntM 


{00MM0N9I   iSyppkmt9$ar^  JStUittaUt).  Ift36 


Secretary  of  Siate>  .or  hiaFiedocwHrftlie 
MajrquesB  of  Haxtiogten),  and  relat^  to 
the  purchase  of  the  SaaH  Amu  Fadoijr 
at  Sparkbroofc,  near  Birmingham, whici 
I  believe  the  late  Secrejtary  of  State 
made,  and  I  believe  h.e  made  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  ImXgala  for  the  eoua- 
try ;  for  I  understand  the  origioal  ocot 
o>f  the  factory  waa  £175,519,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  pnrehased  it 
£50,000.    Bui,  having  bought  ttiete 
premises,  I  should  like  to  know  «bst 
use  is  this  Qovertunwt  amog  to  make 
of  them  ?  We  want  to  xnow  whethn 
they  are  going  to  make- a  central  amo^ 
of  them  f  I  believe  that  SparkbnMk  ii 
within  ftbout  two  miles  of  Birnunghsm, 
and  is  situated  upon  a  canal,  so  that  it 
would  be  a  very  good  place  for  a  centxil 
arsenal.   I  believe  that  all  our  email 
arms  oould  be  made  there,  if  they  will  re- 
move the  Enfield  Factory  to  Sparkbroot. 
I  think  that  about  20  to  30  per  cent 
might  be  eared  in  the  manufaetuis  oi 
small  arms  if  the  Enfield  IFaotor;  nm 
removed  to  Sparkbrook.   I  have  alwaj^ 
beenoneof  thosewhohavecontendedthat 
there  ought  to  be  a  central  arsenal  ai 
well  aa  a  central  plaoe  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  small  arms;  and  I  think  this  is  a 
convenient  opportunity  for  establiahiog 
one.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  GentlaBun 
will  tell  VA  what  te  to  be  done  in  the 
matt^.   I  believe  my  right  hon.  Fneod 
made  a  good  bargain,  however,  under 
anycircumstauoes;  forif  thefaotorycamt 
to  oe  re-sold,  it  would  fetch  a  great  deal 
more  than  has  been  paid  for  it.   I  am 
also  told  that  there  is  another  good  eite 
in  the  same  neighbourhood — Holford— 
which  originallyco&t£130,000,  butwhich 
could  be  purchased  at  thepreaent  timcfor 
£30,000  ;  that  it  is  situated  by  the  side 
of  a  river,  uid  that  it  would  be  a  magni- 
fioent  place  for  storing  powder  or  othw 
materials,  and  has  a  range  of  1,001) 
yards.    It  may  be  well  for  the  we- 
sent  Qovernment  to  consider  wheUur 
they  could  not  with  advantage  seoare 
this  other  site.   I  merely  call  attentioii 
to  thismattor,  howevar,  because  I  should 
like  to  kliow,  when  we  have  punJused 
these  plaoes,  what  are  they  going  to  b« 
applied  tof 

Mb,  W.  H.  smith  :  In  answer  \a 
the  appeal  which,  has  been  made  to  bw 
by  my  hoQ.  and  gaUant  Friend  (Sif 
Walter  B.  Barttelot),  I  have  to  tay  Uwt 
the  credit  for  the  purchase  afc  SpaKkhrook 
was  not  due  to  mo  or  to  the  Qoveauasat 
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of  vbioh  I &  Member.  Tbefipftrk- 
brook  FuAoty  was  purohaeed  by  the  noble 
Han^uesB,  mj  ^edeoedsor  in  Office  (tbe 
Marqueee  of  Hariingtoin),  and  aJI  the 
matters  included  in  this  Vote  vera 
authorized  by  him.  I  oudentood  from 
my  noble  Friend  that  it  was  a  vise  ex- 
penditure, that  it  waa  propvrly  inourred, 
and  that  it  would  ha  a  ray  good  ex- 
penditsre  for  the  FuUie  Stirnoe ;  but  I 
am  not  entitled  to  any  oredit  in  the 
natter  whateYea\  With  regard  to  the 
other  property  whioh  the  hos.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  hasmentioaed,  I  wae  advised 
that  it  wae  not  necessary  in  the  public 
interest  that  it  should  be  acquired,  and, 
therefore,  when  it  wae  suggested  to  me, 
I  declined  to  entertain  the  qaeetion.  It 
will  be  seen  that  of  this  snm  of  £74,000 
a  very  small  sum  indeed  was  authoriKed 
by  the  late  Oorernment,  and  that  was 
necessary,  as  the  Committee  would  see 
at  once,  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
Public  Serviee.  I  should  like  to  say,  in 
reference  to  what  fell  from  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  forXinoardineshire,  (Sir 
George  Balfour)j  the  syatem  under 
which  this  Tote  was  now  asked  for  was 
bad;  it  was  necessary  that  the  House 
^ould  be  brought  to  know  thoroughly 
the  expenditure  which  had  taken  pUoe. 
It  may  seem  absurd  to  ask  for  a  Tote 
of  £100  on  account  of  an  expenditure 
which  amount^  perhaps,  to  £250,000  ; 
but  the  object  of  it  is  to  show  the  House 
what  the  Government  have  been  obliged 
to  spend  inevitably  when  the  House  was 
not  sitting,  and  when  they  had  to  act 
upon  their  own  responsibility.  I  think 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Sir  George 
Balfour)  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  be 
informed  that  under  this  system  the 
House  is  put  in  full  possession  of  all 
that  the  Government  is  doing.  Well, 
all  I  can  say  is  this,  that  every  farthing 
that  the  Committee  is  asked  to  spend  in 
this  Vote  has  been  unavoidably  laid  ont, 
and  I  am  perfectly  willing  and  ready  to 
justify  eveiy  Id.  that  I  am  responsible 
for. 

Mb.  BKANI)  :  In  reference  to  what 
has  fallen  from  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Sussex  (Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttelot),  I  should  like  to 
explain  how  the  purchase  of  the  Spark- 
brook  Factory  came  about.  The  Go- 
Torament  had  some  premises  in  Bagot 
Sfa«et,  Birmingham,  whioh  were  used 
for  the  repair  of  arms  belonging  to  all 
the  Serrtoes.    Those  pMmiaea  wete  a 


great  deal  too  eizoumBoribed  for  the 
work,  aad  as  iheve  was  a  favvurable 
oj^ttnnity  of  disposmg  of  thenr  tfaey 
were  sold,  and  the  Sparkbrook  Faotory 
being  for  sale,  the  matter  was  laid  before 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and 
he  approTed  of  its  porch ase.  I  beliave 
that  the  purchase  was  a  good  one  tee 
the  oountxy;  but  it  was  made  on  no 
understanding  that  it  was  to  be  turned 
into  a  eenM  arsenal.  It  was  not 
made  for  the  purpose  of  exfiendine 
the  number  of  the  Government  Factc^ 
riee,  but  merely  for  carrying  out  t^e 
work  of  repairing  anns  which  had  beea 
done  at  the  Bagot  Street  premises. 

Mb.  WIGGIN  ;  I  think  it  is  a  very 
excellent  idea,  indeed,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  improve  their  woiks  by 
sending  these  small  arms  for  repair  to 
Birmingham.  They  have  a  great  num- 
ber of  skilled  artisans  there ;  and,  as  far 
as  I  know,  there  is  no  place-  where  they 
can  supply  better  arms,  or  supply  them 
more  expeditiously,  than  in  Bimingham; 
I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing 
if  the  Government  can  get  the  small 
arms  made  at  Birmingham ;  and  I  hope 
they  will  be  able  to  ad<^  the  sugges* 
tion  of  the  boa.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Member  fov  Sossez  (Sir  Walter  B. 
Barttelot)  in  regard  to  extending  their 
factories  in  Binningham. 

Genbeal  Sib  GEOEGE  BALFOUB 
said,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  would  see 
that  in  this  case  of  supplemental  expen- 
diture several  Votes  were  lumped  toge- 
ther—Votes 12  and  13— as  if  both 
needed  to  be  increased,  whereas  only 
one  of  the  Votes — No.  13 — needed  the 
grant,  while  it  was  clear  that  the  appfo- 
Tviation  of  receipts  solely  belonged  tcf 
Vote  12,  and  should  not  be  applied  t» 
Vote  13.  TJnless  they  adhered  to  the 
prinoi^e  that  the  money  should  be  ap- 
propriated to  those  Votes  for  whioh  they 
wore  asked,  they  would  get  into  great 
ccmfnsion,  and  they  would  be  estab- 
lishing a  YBTY  bad  preeedent. 

Ms.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Z  do  not  widi 
to  prolong  the  discussion ;  but  I  am  sure 
that  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  will 
see  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  demands  made  upon  the  Exchequer 
whioh  have  not  been  sanctioned  by  Par- 
liament, but  which  have  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Treasury.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  viU  aee  that  when  it  becomes  a 
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q,a«stioii  of  aoooant,  the  Anditor  Qeaeral 
frill  make  the  matter  perfectly  dear,  so 
ihat  tlie  amooots  doalt  with  will  be 
ahowa  m  smIi  case. 
Vote  agmd  to, 

Be6(dutiona  to  be  reported  To^moT' 

Oommtttee  to  ait  agaia  upon  WMhet- 
iay. 

LAND  BBOISTRTBILL  [lorA}.— [BillSI.} 
{Mr.  Smry  B,  Ritettr.) 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

-Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Ghair."— (ifr.  Smri/  H.  F«wUr.) 

Mb.  INOX]  c  Having  given  Notice  of 
oartun  Aneadments  to  this  Bill,  I  nov 
doBKEO  to  Btatei  that  I  have  come  to  the 
oonoluBioo,  not  altogether  willingly,  that 

wiU  be  better  to  leave  thie  whole 
matter  in  tha  haode  of  Her  Mftjesty'e 
Govanmwt.  I  may,  therefore,  say 
ihaty  acK^ng  mth  th«  full  ooneorrenoe  of 
my  hon.  wd  learned  Friends  the  Mem- 
bers for  the  Brixton  Division  of  Lambeth 
(Mr.  Baggally)  and  the  Harrow  Division 
of  Middlesex  (Mr.  Ambrose),  it  is  not 
our  intention  to  oppose  the  Motion  for 
going  into  Qommittee  on  this  Bill,  nor 
to  move  any  Amendments  to  it  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  T.  H.  BOLTON :  I  hope  the  Go- 
veinment  will  take  very  seriously  into 
their  conaideration  the  adviBability  of 
abolishing  this  Office  ei^irely.  The 
Laad  Begistry  OdBQ^  has  proved  an 
entire  failure,  and  a  souroe  of  consider- 
able expense  to  the  country.  Daring  ^e 
year  1884-6  the  expenses  of.  the  Office- 
vere  £6,206.  while  iho  fees  received  only 
amounted  to  £8S2,  there  being  thus  a 
loss  to  the  country  of  over  £6,000.  In 
the  same  way,  during  1885-6  the  loss  to 
thooonnfry  amounted  to  £5,325.  With 
r^;ard  to  the  0£ELee  itself,  there  is  scaroely 
any  business  done  in  it,  and  the  Frofes- 
sioB  generally  r^ard  it  as  a  useless 
inounibranoe  in  connection  with  the  law. 
To  show  that  this  opinion  is  justified  by 
the  facts,  I  will  just  mention  a  couple 
of  oases  referred  to  by  the  Incorporated 
liaw  Society.  A  purchase  of  laud  was 
made  to  the  extent  of  £2,900,  and  the 
cost  of  ocm^eting  the  pnrOfaase  was 
£06  6fc  0(7.   An  applioatioiL  vaa  then 
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mado  to  place  the  prwer^  in  the  Land 
Registry  Offiod,  aod  tho  coat  vu 
£124  12i.  7d.  In  another  case,  wkoe 
an  indefeasible  title  had  been  obtained 
under  the  Act,  a  small  portion  of  tiie 
property  was  aftarwaids  sold,  and  in- 
atead  of  the  sale  costinv  a  modnato 
attm,  sa^  £10.  after  a  aelay  of  fimi 
months  it  cost  £25.  The  truth  is,  Out 
this  Office  ia  very  expensive  and  use* 
less ;  and  I  venture  to  enggest  to  Her 
Majesty's  Govemmant  the  propriety  of 
consides-ing  the  policy  of  winding  up  ito 
affairs  and  carting  off  the  papers  to  the 
Public  Becord  Office.  I  believe  it  is  a 
desirable  thing  that  this  should  be  done ; 
and  while  I  cordially  support  the  Bill 
which  has  been  brought  in,  becauMit 
is  intended  to  prevent  aa  unnaceKaiy 
aztd  neeleas  appointment,  I  hope 
Government  will  go  still  farther  sad 
deal  with  the  Land  Begistry  Offiesm 
the  way  I  have  indioated. 

Thb  SEOEETABT  to  thb  T8EA- 
SUBT(Mr.  H.  H.  Fottier)  :  The  pcmit 
whi<^  has  just  been  raised  by  my  hon. 
IFriend  theHemWfor  S4.  Panen8(Hr. 
T.  H.  Bohon)  is,  no  dmibt)  of  very  grwt 
importance ;  bnt  it  is  not  one  which  can 
be  discussed  on  tile  present  Motion.  If 
ityhon.  Friend  will  raise  that -qaastioa 
on  the  Estimates  for  the  Land  Begia^ 
Office  he  will  be  perfectly  in  Order,  and 
the  GoTemment  will  then  be  in  a  poeitioo 
to  state  thedr  views  on  the  subject.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  before  the  Hoose  ii  to 
abolish  a  mneenre  of  £2,500,  and  Ihop« 
that  the  House  will  pass  it  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  becanee,  in  myopi- 
tion,  it  is  greatly  in  the  public  intenat 
that  it  should  become  law. 

Mb.  BYLANDS  :  Sir,  having  takfln 
nrach  interest  in  the  question  of  tbe 
Land  Begistry  for  som6  time  past,  I  am 
very  glad  indeed  that  the  oecurrence  U 
a  vacancy  ahonld  bacve  affbirded  ms  tl» 
opportunity,  whidh  was  at  onoe  ti^en,  of 
urging  upon  the  Treasury  the  necessity 
of  not  filling  up  the  Office.  I  'am  glu 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Inoe) 
has  acted  on  the  sense  of  Ihe  jptibtio 
interest  which  he  expressed,  in  not 
going  further  in  his  oppoittioga  to  tliii 
Bill.  I  do  not  know  whether  tibat  is 
a  sort  of  inducement  to  the  Oovevc 
ment  to  loolc  fovonrahly  on  theq^uestioii 
of  salary ;  but  ail  J  can  say  i^  thatif  th» 
Secretary  to  the  Troaauiy  gives  any 
more  salary  to  th«'  Beglstr&  for  tM 
dnt^'he  hn*  to  pdtitettv'i^Mai  9U«i< 


Digitized  by 


1&41       Syde  Park  Cmier       {Kiittoi/ 1886}        (Xew  Streeti)  £iU. 


Till  fall  Tary  m«ch  ia  my  eatimatioiij 
and  I  hope  he  will  not  do  so. 

Motion  Ojfreed  to. 

Bill  con»idtr«d  in  GonuuiUeey  and 
j»r^  without  Ameitdment. 

Bill  read  the  third  tiuWr  And  ^poiW, 
without  Amendniient. 

HZDB  PAitK  COBN&a  (N£W  STB&EXS) 

SHJjv-HBiu  lot.} 
(Jfr.  lewion  Qowett  Mr.  Stttf  S.  Jbw^- JVr. 
Snaihurtt.) 

SECOHD  BEAsnra. 

Order  for  Second  Beadixig  road. 

Thb  LOED  of  the  TKEASUEY 
{llr.  Lbveson  Gowbb)  :  Sir,  it  is 
usual  for  a  Member  addreaeiBg  the 
House  for  the  first  time  to  throw  lumaelf 
upon  iia  indulgence,  which  I  am  sure 
will  not  be  more  readily  extended  than 
io  the  case  of  his  brii^Dg  in  a  Bill 
whioJbi  has  met  with  considjorafale  oppo- 
sition, and  which  is  brought  in  under  the 
auspioos  of  a  Depoxtmeut  with  whi«h  he 
has  had  the  honour  to  be  counected  but 
a  abort  time.  I  do  not  propose  to  giro 
the  House  a  lengthy  desoriptioa  oi  the 
naaouB  Sat  bringing  in  thia  Bill ;  but  I 
may  saythat  thfi  nAcesuty  foritialvon^bt 
about  by  the  impvorementB  which 
-were  made  at  Hyde  Park  Otaner— oon- 
sideraUe  improTementa  for  the  geuwal 
oonrenienoeof  thepublic— inlSSS.  Now, 
it  is  usual  viUi  regard  to  new  streets 
that  they  should  be  maintained  by  the 
parish  in  which  they  axe  situated ;  but 
in  this  case  certain  diffieuLties  lutre 
arisen,  and  we  sometimes  find  in  similar 
instances  that  although  everybody  ia 
very  anxioua  that  the  sum  of  money 
required  diionld  be  found,  everyone  is 
Tiot  equally  anxious  to  find  it.  Ihe  rea> 
son  of  these  difficulties  ia  clear.  When 
thia  improTement  was  thought  necessary 
it  was  carried  out  by  cutting  off  a  corner 
ot  Hyde  Bark,  the  whole  of  which  was 
inthepatlahofSt.  Martin-iuHthe-Fleldis, 
the  streets  of  Piee^illy  uid  QroarenoE 
Place  !by  which  ;it  was  bDoaded  being 
in  the  parish  of  tit.  George'sv  Hanover 
Squaiie.  80  that  when  the  questaon  of 
reppoasibility  for  these  costs  came  to  be 
treated,  of,  the  parish  o£  St.  Marttn>iaL- 
the-Fi^ds  were  of  opinkm  that  they 
might  not  to  be  called  upon  to  bear  Ihe 
expeusa.  In  the  first  pWuce>  they  said 
tMt-the  ishabitanta  of  the  panah  ware 


not  benefited  by  this  iniprotBifient thai 
the  streets  on  which  these  new  Streets 
opened  werenotintheirpari^,  and  that 
the  Green  Park  was  an  isolated  tongvtf 
of  land  belonging  to  thclir  parish;  and 
only  brought  them  iu  a  rental  of  under 
£5,000  a-yeftr.  They  also  pointed  out 
that  a  great  portion  of  the  traffic  which 
P^roTto^sIy  went  along  Pioeadilly-  and 
down  QntSTenor  Place  was  diverted  la 
these  streets,  and  that,  therefore,  the  coat 
of  maiatainiag  lihe  former  wan  vecy  maeh 
diminished  for  the  paxisb  of  St.  Craoi^e's, 
and  that  as  they  had  no  houses  abutting 
on  these  streets  they  could  not  recoup 
themselves  for  the  extra  expeuto  by  an 
inoieaaed  tax  <m .  the  houses  in  .the  dis- 
trict. They  also  went  on  to  point  qdl? 
that  these  new  streets  wer^  cloarly  to> 
the  profit  of  the  parish  of  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  because  they  rendered 
the  property  more  Valaable  in  Groatenot 
Place  and  also  in  Piceadilly^  a&d  they 
cited  as  a  precedent  why  the  parish  of 
Bti  George's,  Hanover  Square,  should 
bear  the  cost,  the  case  of  widening  Pic- 
cadilly, the  paviog  and  leY^Ii^ig  of 
which  waia  paid  for  by  the  Oommfs- 
Koners  of  woods  aad  'PofestSi  the 
anbsequent  maiatenanoa'  oaly  beiug- 
thrown  upon  the  parish  of  St.  Qeorge^s, 
Hanover  Square.  NoVt  in  ooatradic 
tion  to  this,  tbe  parteh  of '  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  maiuMaed  that  ibwaa- 
aa  anomalons  thing  that  one  parilih 
should  have  to  support  the  roads  situated 
in  another  pori^ ;  they  also  said  that 
they  sbottld  hav«  been  consulted  in  the 
matter,  and  expressed  their  dlsapproval- 
of  having  to  pay  money  to  the  extent  of 
£1,500  or  j£l,600  a-year  for  the  mam- 
tenauee,  lightings  repairing,  asadoleass- 
ing  of  these  streets.  Biit^  Sir,  it  seems- 
to  me  thatthe  authorities  of  Bt.  George's, ' 
Hanover  Square,  forgot  that  by  the  fact 
of  these  new  streets  being  made  the 
wear  and  tear  down  the  hill  oppoeiite 
St.  Geotge'B  Hospital  and  down  Picca- 
dilly was  veify  seunbly  diminisbed,  and 
tbe  total  cost  of  maintenance  in  oonae- 
quence.  Still,  as  they  Said,  they  weie 
in  complete  ignorance  as  to  the  arrange- 
ment, and  so  they  desired  that  ^e  ex- 
pense of  this  improvenrent  should  be 
thrown  upon  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  or  upon  Her  Majesty's  Commis- 
sioners of  Works.  The  Metropolitan' 
Board  of  Works  objected  to  pay  because 
they  said  there  was  only  one  precedent, 
and  that  did  not  apply— the  precedent 
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of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
having  undertaken  to  maintain  the  liae 
ofroMontheThamesEmbankment.'  The 
BtHUrd  aaj  th  at  they  are  not  road  aulihoriw 
tiea,  aiid  that  they  rdqnire  to  have  sttlts- 
tovy  powers  fortttetnaintenaooedf  roads, 
without  -trhich  they  cannot  aet.  The 
Metropolitan  B(»ard  of  Works  undertook 
the  maintenance  of  the  Toad  on  the 
Thames  Embankment,  beoanee  it  went 
through  suoh  a  number  of  parishes  and 
oonoerned  so  many  authorities,  that  it 
was  absolut^y  neoeesary  that  the  main- 
tenance should  rest  upon  them.  Lastly, 
the  Office  of  Works  decline  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads 
ia  question.   They  say  that  they  can- 
not hold  the  country  responsible  for 
voting  every  year  the  large  sum  of 
£1,600  or  £1,600  for  the  maintenance 
of  Metrop(ditan  roads;  and,  theref<H«, 
the  beet  ooarse,  in  their  opinion^  was 
to  ley  the  matter  befbte  the  Metropo- 
litan Board  of  Works  as  hting  a  great 
Munioipal  Authority.    The  opinion  of 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  was 
accordingly  sought,  and  the  following 
opinion  was  given  on  the  20th  of  June, 
1B83.   They  said  that  the  best  course 
would  be  that  statutory  powers  should 
be  obtained  to  enable  the  Board  to  de- 
termine by  what  parish  or  parishes  the 
roads  should  hereafter  be  maintained ; 
and  in  accordance  with  that  opinitm  a 
Bill  was  brought  in  duriog  the  following 
year— 1884 — but  for  one  reason  or  an- 
other it  never  succeeded  in  getting  into 
Oommittee,  and  it  is  now  in  the  same 
posltioii  as  it  was  in  the  BoBsion  before 
laet.   Now,  certain  objections  ure  urged 
to  the  proposals  contained  in  this  Bill. 
It-itfaaid  ib&t  it  is  entirely  unfair  that 
tw6^  great  Boards,  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  and  the  Board  of 
Works  Oommissioners;  shonid  not  main- 
tun  the  roads,  and  that,  as  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  is  an  interMted 
party  in  this  question,  they  should  not 
be  made  arbitrators  or  apportioneis  of 
the  amount  to  be  raised  from  the 
parishes  in  settlement  of  this  question. 
Bnt  I  shall  try  to  show  that  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  is  not  liable,  in 
the  interest  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern-' 
ment,  at  any  rate  not  legally  liable,  for 
the  maintenance  of  roads  in  tiie  Uetro- 

S>Ub;  and  we  have  an  instance  of  the 
etropolitan  Board  of  Works  under- 
taking such  an  operattou  as  X  have  de- 
seifbedi'or  rather  of  having  pow^  to 
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undertake  cuoh  an  operatidn,  bj  t  jr«< 
vious  Act — that  is  to  say,  bythelfno* 
politan  Local  Mani^ement  Act,  1863, 
powers  are  given  to  the  Ketropolitu 
Board  of  Works  to  apportion  tiie  con- 
tributions of  different  parishes  to  die 
maintenance  of  a  work,  street  or  other- 
wise, that  goes  b^nd  the  bouiLduieB 
of  a  parish  and  exists  in  more  than  om 
parish.  But,  bo  doubt,  there  is  tins 
difficulty  in  the  present  oase,  whiob  is 
that  the  whole  of  these  new  works  are 
in  the  parish  of  8t.  Martin-in-tbe-Fiddi 
at  the  present  time,  so  that  the  Metro- 
politan Board  is  unaUe  to  act  except 
by  the  sanction  of  Farliamfflit.  Nov, 
Sir,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  I  have  explained 
the  nature  of  the  objections  that  fasn 
been  raised  to  the  Bill ;  and  I  veatnn 
to  remind  hon.  Qentlemen  who  mj 
think  that  it  is  not  a  good  Bill,  or  thst 
it  may  requre  amendment  on  'oosnden- 
tion  in  Oommittee,  to  remembw  tiiat 
there  will  be  ample  opportunity  for  dii- 
cussion,  inasmuch  as,  being  partlr  a 
pnblio  and  partly  a  private  measnre,  it 
will  have  to  go  before  a  Hybrid  Com- 
mittee—  that  is  to  say,  a  Committee 
formed  partly  of  Members  of  this  House 
and  partly  by  Members  chosen  by  the 
Oommittee  of  Selection ;  and  I  befim, 
if  the  Bill  Is  allowed  to  pass  the  second 
reading,  that  all  the  interests  involred 
in  this  question  will  be  amply  repre- 
sented ;  that  hon.  Members  will  have 
opportunities  of  making  their  wishes 
l^own,  and  that  there  will  be  also  an 
opportunity  of  amending  the  Bill  hy  the 
incorpcvation  of  any  otiier  scheme  wbich 
may  seem  more  equitable  and  just.  Bat 
I  wish  especially  to  bring  l>efore  tbe 
House  tiie  fact  (hat  it  is  everybody'i 
intM'eat  that  this  subjoot  sbomd  be 
thoroughly  investigated  before  a  Own- 
mfttee,  and  that  this  Bill  i»  broagbt 
into  the  House  as  a  protest  against  tlie 
cost  of  maintenance,  which  amounts  to 
between  £  1 ,600  and  £1 ,600,  being  levied 
as  a  permanent  annual  charge  upon  the 
Treasury— that  is  to  say,  lipon  the  gen&- 
rat  ta^ayers  of  the  country.  And  I 
ask  hon.  Members  who,  durii^  this 
Session,  have  shown  a  laudable  seal 
for  economy,  to  btor  in  mind  that  ve 
think  that  it  is  nmther  Just  nor  rigtit 
that  the  whole  country  should  be  taxed 
for  the  maintenance  of  HetrtM^taa 
roads,  and  that,  lOo^ '  in  the  wbd&iwt 
part  of  the  webltbSest  citJf  in  titb  iRuW; 
an4,  tiMrefore,  •Pwoidd"aidc'hM.'  M/m- 
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bers  to  give  their  support  to  the  aeoond 
reading  of  the  BilL 

Motion  made,  and  Qnestton  ptopOBed, 
"That  the  Bin  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — Lemon  Oowa^.) 

Lord  ALGEflNON  PERCY :  Sir,  I 
rise  to  move  that  this  Bill  he  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months,  because 
I  beliove  tbat  it  is  bad  in  prinoiple,  and 
that  its  passage  would  create  an  evil 
precedent  as  regards  the  creation  of  im- 
provements and  the  maintenauce  of  roads 
in  the  Metropolis.  As  the  hon.  QentLo' 
man  opposite  has  said,  the  droumstapces 
are  somewhat  peculiar.  The  land  origin- 
ally voa  part  of  the  Green  Park.  The 
improvements  were  made  without  any 
consultation  taking  place  between  the 
Government  aadtheYestries,  either  of  St. 
Martiu-in-tbe-Fields  or  of  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square,  who  are  interested  in 
the  matter.  In  Clause  1  it  will  be  noted 
tbat  the  Bill  provides  that  the  Metropo- 
litan Board  of  Works  Hhall  direct  that 
the  streets  shall  be  wholly  or  partially 
under  the  management  of  all  or  any  of 
the  following  Bodies :  —that  is  to  say,  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  the  Ves- 
try of  St.  Martin-in-the-Fields,  and  the 
"Veatry  of  fit.  George's,  HanOFer  Square, 
and  that  tho  roads  shall  be  maintained 
by  those  Bodies.  But  there  is  another 
objection — namely,  that  the  parishes 
are  to  be  charged  with  the  expense 
incurred  in  the  maintenance  of  these 
•works  up  to  the  time  of  this  Order — 
that  is  to  say,  that  they  are  to  be 
charged  for  all  this  without  baying  been 
c<msQlted  in  any  single  respect  with  re- 
gard to  the  improvements  in  question. 
"Pfovr,  Sir,  we  have  beard  a  good  deal 
about  the  desirability  of  locu  self-go- 
vemmont  in  the  Metropolis,  and  I  hope 
in  this  division  we  who  ore  opposed  to 
the  Bill  will  have  the  support  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Shoreditoh  (Mr.  James 
Btuart),  who  was  so  eloquent  on  this 
subject  on  Friday  last,  because  the  Ves- 
tries at  present  are  tho  representatives 
of  the  ratepayers,  and  in  the  present 
case  they  were  in  no  way  consulted. 
This  Bill,  therefore,  strikes  at  the  very 
root  of  local  self-government.  The 
Government,  ia  a  highhanded  way,  de- 
cides that  certain  improvements  are 
necessary  }  they  make  .them,  and  then, 
-without  having  ijonsulted,  the  Vestries, 
tnth  round  and  thro v  upoA  the  rate., 
p^yaM  tbe.ei^enae  ot  maiatftiiuAff  W 


improvements.  There&re,  Sir,  iha 
veiy  strong  ol(j^^Q  whioh  tl^  rote- 
ratepayers  take  is  that  tbcfy  were  never 
consulted  oa  the  matter  in  a^y  way 
whatever.  Tho  ca«e  of  widening  Picoa- 
dUly  is  not  at  all  a  parallel  case  with, 
the  present^  because  then  the  consent  o{ 
the  vestries  was  asked,  whereas  in  thia' 
iustanoe  it  was  not.  Nowj  .with  reffazd 
to  the  benefit  which  it  is  .said  uiese 
streets  were  to  the  parish  of  St.  George'^ 
Hanover  Square.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
representing  the  Xreasui^  only  said  that 
house  property  was  inoreasing  in  value. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  informed  the 
House  that  this  is  absolutely  the  case ; 
I  ratiiw  think  that  the  pari^  ia  xery 
indirectly  bei^ted,  ,i£,^iai,  ^i  bj,  ibessa 
improvement;  wh^e  4A  ,io7^.,chf)j^  , 
of  maiotaimng  the  roads,  the  diffene&q^ 
is,  tbat  instead  of  haying  to  ,paiufvjj%, 

one  ro(id,  th^TfpuW,itayi»jte  |iMMJitaiflii 
four  or  fire.   With  regard  to  uie  parish 

of  St.  !MEirtin-in-tho-Field9,  it  will  do- 
rive  no  lji:iK>ilt  wliatover  from  tho  altera- 
tions.   ^\'t.■U,  Sir,  witli  n'ganl  to  tho 
question  of  rofei-riiii;-  this  iiiattfv  to  the 
Metrajiulitdu  Hoard  of  Works,  it  ^^H■ul3 
to  me  that  thut  Buard  ia  not  at  all  a 
proper  Body  to  refer  it  to;  and  I  say, 
that  if  it  is  to  be  decided  whatportiou , 
of  the  Metropolis  is  to  bear  the  charge^ 
it  should  be  decided  by  the  Government 
of  the  day,  and  not  by  the  Metropolitan . 
Board  of  Works.    I  do  not  -wish  to  de- . 
tain  the  House  at  any  great  length  ia , 
explaining  the  objections  to  this  mea- 
sure.  The  fact  is,  that  when  these  im- 
provementa  were  made  the  GoTonunent , 
of  the  day  made  a  very  groas  mistake — 
they  fcHgot  to  oonsult  the  YeBtries.  i^ad , 
they  done  that  they  would  not  have  been 
in  the  position  in  which  they  are  now . 
placed,  and  they  would  not  have  been . 
obliged  to  draw  up  a  measure  like  this 
in  order  to  whitewash' themselves.  At 
a  time  when  we  are  talking  so  much , 
about  local  self-government,  both  in  ojid 
out  of  the  Metropolis,  it  is,  I  think,  de- 
sirablo  that  we  should  adhere  to  some  of 
the  first  principles  of  local  government, 
and  not  throw  upon  the  ratepayers  of; 
the  Metropolis,  or  any  part  of  it,  tUo 
expense  of  maintaining,  works  as  to  tho 
desirability  of  which  they  were  npt  con- 
sulted.  Aa  to  the  remark  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Leveson  Closer)  that 
the  district  ia  «po  of  the  richest  portion^, 
of  the  Metropolis,  it  would  aj[>pear  Uiat 
the  bos.  Qentlemea  thinks  that  rates 
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an  only  paid  by  the  rioh.  ButlTenture 
it)  Mffrina  him  dMt  that  i«  not  so ;  and 
tik«  chAig«B  that  vonlA  fall  upon  the 

pKHirh«8  for  tha  maiiiteiianoe  of  thew 
irotks  vtmid  have  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
poorer  olaases  also ;  and  in  the  poriabefi 
of  fit.  Martin-in-fh^FieMe  and  8t. 
Oeorg-e's,  Hanorer  Square,  lihere  area 
great  many  poor  ratepayers  who  object 
to  have  these  rates  Ibroed  upon  them 
•gfldnst  their  will. 

Ammdmeat  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  '.'  nov? '  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Quwtion  to  add  the  vorda  "  upoa  this 
day  eAx  monthB."  —  {Lord  Algtrnon 

Question  proposedt  That  ths  word 
'  W^- '  staQd  part  of  the.  QHestion." 

Hr.  FLTTNKST:  Sir,  I  dm  sorry  to 
say  that  I  e&hnot  etippirrt  the  oppotdtion 
of  my  noble  Friend  who  objeote  to  thie 
Bill.  It  was  moved  originally,  not  by 
the  late  Oonservative  Government,  but 
by  its  PndefeSBOr,  the  former  Liberal 
Government ;  but  when  the  MarqnesS  of 
Balisbnry's  Goremment  came  into  Offloe 
I  had  the  honour  for  a  short  time  of 
presidhig  over  the  Office  of  Works. 
Now,  my  noble  Friend  who  objects  to 
this  Bill  does  so  on  three  grounds.  I 
shall  not  trouble  the  House  with  any 

gmeral  statement  of  the  purposes  of  the 
ill,  beoanse  I  do  nqt  think  they  need 
to  be,  or  could  bo,  givon  more  cleanly  or 
Ailly  than  they  have  been  h\  the  atate- 
ment  which  the  House  has  had  from  (he 
hon.  Gentleman  in  ohaive  of  the  Bill. 
But  the  objections  to  the  BilL  as  Tmider- 
fltand  them,  are  really  threefold.  In  the 
first  place,  it  is  objected,  that  there  was 
no  consultation  with  the  Ye^ries  before 
these  arrapgementa  were  made ;  in  the 
second  place,  that  the  parishes  are  to  be 
charged,  not  only  with  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads  ia  the  fdtnre,  but  also  with 
the  expense  already  inourred;  and; 
thirdly,  that  if  any  reference  is  to' be 
made  at  all,  the  Metropolitan  Board  is 
not 'the  authority  td  whom  this  matter 
should  be  intrusted,  for  the  purpose  of 
Mjing  how  the  cost  is  to  be  defrayed. 
WeQ,  Sir,  as  to  the  first  of  these  o^ec- 
tiOBS,  I  admit  that  there  was  a  slip  in 
the  prooe«cKn»  Whta  it  Was  first  d^eN 
mined  to' make  thea^  im|ffOTefiMnt8  at 
Hyde  Park  Oorner.'  Ifwould  haro  bten 
mbre'  i^f^Iar,  and  faave^saVcrd  tSX  tfafr 
twablg;  Sr  the  Ve^^s  of  8V.  HhitltHia.' 
tXd^Vkad«:'ana  StJ  CHstng^,  ^Otuovef 

Lari  Alg§mim  JPtre^ 


Squote,  laid  been  oobibIM.  '  As  wm. 
BB  I  went  into  Oflcv,  I  pot  ihysdl  ia 
■eomauiniestioawilb  tb*  SemeeolstifeB 
of  those  Tastries  tn  this  Honse;  wuk 
altbougfa  there  was  cowidaratiteviBinK- 
ness  to  asast  Che  dovenunent  in  t& 
matter,  I  found  «fteirw«Tde  that  nolea 
a  Bill  was  brought  in  the  qnestton  wcoiU 
wver  be  setUed,  and  that  the  ta^^an 
wonid  ge  on  to  the  end  ef  time  paying 
for  these  roads.  The  second  objectioi 
of  my  noble  !EViend  Is,  tiiat  it  is  not  fair 
to  make  these  parishes  pay  fbr  the  ex- 
pense already  intmrred.  Wallr  I  bst, 
and  I  wish  to  be  frofnk,  that  Ithinkthti 
a  very  fisir  matter  for  diseussion  by  tbi 
Select  Oommittee  to  whom  this  Bill  is  bi 
bereierred.  It iaiiot  at  all  themost  mate- 
rialpartofil  Thooghldonotaowpon' 
tivefy  say  ihattfaeBeezpeitBeB  shodawil 
be  borne  by  these  parishes,  as  pr^Msd 
by  the  Bill,  yet  I  tbiok  liiat  ia  a  vaj 
fair  matter  of  argument.  The  thiid 
question  raised  by  my  noble  Friead  is, 
that  the  Government  ought  to  hare  un- 
dertaken this  measwre  itealf,  undslunld 
not  hate  intrusted  it  to  t^e  Matropelttaa 
Boavd  of  Works.  Well,  if  tdie  Govern- 
ment were  going  to  p^y  the  ezpeases  ia 
the  future,  there  might  be  some  gnnad 
for  tiiet  view ;  but,  even  so, .  I  do  aot 
think  tbe  Office  4^  Works  is  liie  proper 
auAority  for  monBging  these  roaids. 
They  ought  to  be  managed,  as  all  loadi 
are  managed  in  other  parta  of  the  osoo- 
try,  by  the  Vestries  and  Local  AoM- 
tiee  df  places  through  which  tiie  leadi 
ma.  I  would  sikbmtt  to  the  Hous^  ^ 
if  this  Bill  is  read  a  seoond.  time  aai 
referred  to  a  Srieot  Ooounittee,  then 
wHl  be  amj^e  opportunity  givsa  Is 
thrash  out  the  whole  qaestioa.  By  QaX 
means  the  original  mistako  woud  ba 
remedied.  The  parishes  would  ban 
full  opportunity  of  stating  their  claims 
and  rights,  and  when  the  Bill  has  bsea 
considered  by  a  Select  Committee,  I  haie 
no  doubt  that  the  main  object  of  tbe 
meaeur^^namely,  that  tfaemaintsnaiM 
of  the  roads  should  rest  with  the  parislu 
through  which  they  ran;  will  be  adoptel 
bythe'HoUse. 

Mh.  BRtTNNEB  t  I  deatre  t»  asic 
what  is  the  priodplo  of  Uiis  Bill?  Ia 


pstong 

oif  this  ttvwer  4irt«  the  isamAA  of  d< 
HfstmpDtttab  Booiii  -o£i  Works'.' is  tk 
principle  of  the  measut^ior  vh^B  i^ 
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is  that  tiLoae  pariah ea  and  tfae  Hotro- 
pol£tui  Board  Between  them  should  bear 
the  expesBes  ?  If  it  is  intauded  that  the 
mana^medt  of  these  roads  should  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
follow  the  Bobie  Lord  (Lord  Algernon 
FercyX  beoaose  I  look  upon  it  as  a  re- 
iigiouB  duty  to  vote  against  putting 
further  powers  into  the  ihands  of  that 
Body. 

The  SECRETAET  to  thb  TREi- 
8UEY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlhb)  :  The  hon. 
G-entleman  asks  what  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  is,  amd  I  rep^  to  him  tlwt  it  is 
that  tiie  Gmsfdidatea  Fund  sho^d  cease 
ta  pay  ohaigea  that  properly  belong  to 
the  rati^a{|rets  of  liondon ;  the  principle 
of  the  measure  ih  to  throv  upon  the 
vealtliiest  oity  in  the  world  the  same 
burden  that  falla  oa  Haochester,  Bir- 
mingham, Leeds,  Liferpool,  Glasgow, 
Ediabui^,  and  othar  large  Provincial 
towns— the  duty  of  repairing  ita  own 
streets  out  of  its  own  rates.   X  agree 
with  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  -  Algernon 
Feroy)  that  this  is  a  question  of  prin* 
oiple  and  precedent.   1  think  the  prin- 
eiple  of  throwing  this  burden  ou  the 
Consolidated  Fund  is  bad,  and  I  think 
that  tiie' precedent  which  has  been  set 
in  thia  ease  is  aUo  bad.   I  do  not  wish 
te  detain  the  House  by  going  into  debails 
which  have  been  so  fully  dealt  with  by 
iny  right  hon.  and  karufid  Friend  (Mr. 
PuuLket)'   XUs  is  ami^ticidly  a  case 
for  the  consideration  of  a  Select  Oom- 
mittee.   The  noble  Lord  referred  to  the 
iBepayment  Olause.   That  is  a  dause  to 
enable  theTreaeuryto  obtain  repayment 
in  regard  to  the  mainteniance  of  the 
roads  since  the  roads  were  completed. 
This  is  a  qiwetion  we  should  be  quite 
prepared  to  accept  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  upon  when  all  the  facts  have 
l>ee(L  heard.  It  is  a  question  between  two 
parishes— St.  George's,  Hanover  Square, 
and  St.  Martiu'itt'^he'-Fields— 'aod,  in 
the  absence  of  a  general  Local  AuUnority 
in  London,  thec«  »  no  pvoper  authority 
-fffaicboan  beintrasted^th  themanage- 
nent  of  this  matter  except  th0  Metro* 
politan  Board  of  Warfce.   I  .protest,  as 
J  have  protested  I  on  .  otiikar  ^oeavions  be- 
fore  I  oc«u|^iedmy  pveorat  Office^  against 
LondoQ  being  pkced  in;  a  mone  adjran- 
iageous  position  than  large*  Frovincial 
to* n&  in  having  itaimpRoiremftttf  oame«L 
OKliab' thti 'expense  <^<jthd  itxp^^f^ 

thfi^&Dla-AOIUltiyt.:::: '-.11  U.  '..-.),  '  : 


Mb.  "W.  H.  smith  :  J  do  not  want 
to  see  the  imprarreoAents  of  XAmdon 
carried  out  at  the  expeade  of  the  whole 
oountiy ;  but  I  must  say  there  is  another 
side  to  this  question.  Here  is  a  great 
improvement  which  the  Eb:eoati7e  Qo- 
rarument  hare  undertaken  to  carry  out 
without  having  previously  ai^anged  with 
the  Local  AuUiorities  the  way  in  which 
the  expenses  should  be  borne.  Acwordr 
ing  to  the  proposal  now  made,  having 
undertaken  theao  improvements,  the  Go- 
vemment  now  desire  to  throw  part  of 
the  costs  of  maintaining  them  upon  a 
certain  parish  because  a  small  portion 
of  the  improvement  happens  to  be  withiA 
that  parish.  The  large  portion  of  the 
costs  vHch  will  be  thrown  upon  this 
parish  patish  will  have  no  po#er 
whatever  of  recovering  from  the  owjiers 
of  adjacent  property.  Under  Hxq  q'w 
cumstanoes  of  the  oase,  however,  I  think 
my  hon.  Friends  will  be  well-aiyised ,  if 
they  do  not  oppose  the  seccud  readings 
but  reserve  their  oase  for  the  ttonsideija^ 
tion  of  the  Select  Committee.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  there  has  heen  a  gT^at 
deal  dt  blundering  in  this  matter.,  J£ 
the  anthorities  had  acted  wisely^  the^ 
vould  have  seen  their  way  «lear  Itefove 
undertakiiig  this  du^. 

Question  put,  and  agrnd  io. 

Maui  Question  put,  and  a^rtfii      .  . ' 

Bin  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitUd 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

GLEBE  LOANS  (IKELAND)  ACTS 

CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
(Ofr.  J»fm  M.9rU)f,  Mr.  Stnry  B.  Fomttr,} 

[fim.  107.]  flwosD  BdiDzmi 

Order  ftr  Second  Beading  read. 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  JoBjs  Morley)  :  I  ^ill  not 
detain  the  House  taoj^e  than  three  or 
four  minutes  in  explaining  to  it  the 
object  of  this  BilL  In  1870  an  Act  waa 
pasted  eubsequent  to  the  Irish  Ohuiwh 
Act  caU^  the  GJiebe  Loans  (JrelaQdj 
A(9t,  1970.  The  olneot  of-  it  was  to 
enable  the  .Board  ox  Works,  acti^pg  oq- 
the  part  of  tibe  Trowury,  to  makp  loan?' 
fur  the  following  four  parposea:-r~>^irst: 
of  all,  £ev  the  er^tion  or  uaprovqmen^ 
of  d^ellingrhouses  or  p$(ies.  c$,a  globe  ) 
seoondly,  to  purol^^  gl^be  ^d  Qot.^i- 
oeiediagi.lp  aoras^ .  thycdiy,  .to  pusabf^t 
dffelliflig-'hQtt^j  aad,  ;£DifEtUM  tfl  tpait 

Digitized  by  GoogI 


1661         Uhttr  Cand  and         (COMMONS}      TyrOM  NwigtUiM  Sm.  im 


off  debt  inourred  in  tLls  way.  The 
loaiLB  are  repayable  by  half-yearly  in- 
stalmmte  ext^duag  over  a  period  of  35 
years — £5  for  every  £100  adranoed. 
They  repay  principal  and  ioterest  at  a 
certain  rate  over  a  fixed  period.  Id  prao- 
tice  t)ie  house  and  the  landdesoend  from 
one  parish  prie«t,  oi  clergyman,  or  mi- 
nieter  to  his  succeBSOr  as  pariah  ■^so- 
pecty.  The  adminiatration.  of  the  Aiot 
requtres  the  Board  of  Works  to  s^afy 
thenieelTea  aa  to  the  title  to  the  land, 
and  also  as  to  the  solvenoy  cd  the  seeu- 
rity  offered,  and,  further,  that  the  pre- 
miees  ^11  be  kept  insured,  a  great  deal 
at  work  beiog  thus  thrown  upon  the 
Department.  There  are  three  securities 
required,  of  \rhom  one  must  be  other 
than  the  clergyman  who  makes  the  appli- 
cation. The  total  iasne  under  the  Aot^ 
as  it  has  been  renewed  Rince  1870,  has 
been  £371,787.  Of  that  very  large  sum 
the  amount  outstanding  on  the  29th 
of  January  last  was  no  more  than 
£373  0«.  lad.  By  this  time,  or  by  die 
dlst  of  this  month,  it  is  snpposed  tiiat 
erea  that  small  arrear  will  have  been 
made  still  leas.  The  Act  of  1870  was 
luniied  to  expire  in  five  ream,  and  was, 
unfortunately,  so  worded  as  not  to  be 
capable  ol  b«ng  oontinuAd  by  the  annual 
Expiring  Laws  Ofmtitiuanoe  Kll,-aiid  so 
it  hM  been  re-enaoted  by  suooessive  Qo- 
Ternments  in  1876,  1878,  1880,  and 
1883.  This  last  Act,  the  Aot  of  1883, 
expires  on  the  Slat  of  August  next,  futd 
what  the  present  Bill  proposes  to  do  is 
to  continue  the  Act  for  two  more-  years, 
until  the  end  of  1888— two  and  a-half 
years  more— and  then  further  to  enablo 
it  to  bo  continued,  as  other  Acts  of  a 
similar  kind  are  continued,  in  ^he  Ex- 
piring I«aws  OoDtinuaooe  Bill.  These 
are  the  two  objects  of  the  Bill  which.  I 
now  beg  to  move  be  read  a  seoond 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*Tbat  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (^r.  J^lm  Mcrkg.) 

Mr.  T.  0.  HABEINGTON :  I  would 
wish,  before  this  Bill  is  read  a  second 
time,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  Oentlemac  a  question  connected 
with  it  which,  Z  think,  he  himself  viU 
see  the  necessity  of  -considwing.  Several 
deputations,  representing  clergymen  of 
different  persuasions  and  from  different 
parts,  of  Ireland,,  waited  on  one  of  his 
rxedecessora  injpfflcej,  the  present  Se- 
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cretary  for  Scotland  (Ifr.  TreTeljsn), 
and  upon  Barl  Spencer,  eomphuaing 
that  the  annual  paytoeatb  vete  not 
extended  over  a  longer  period  of 
years,  and  thereby  sAving  or  n- 
lieving  clergymen  who  had  purthasod 
under  the  Act  from  the  old  -owaffli 
from  the  very  large  responribUi^  mat 
upon  them.  The  right  hon.  Qeatleman 
hfla  refwred  to  the  case  of  dargymoi 

Surohasingflnd  erecting  honsM  oadd;' 
le  Aot.  Wdl,  these  gentlemen -oQah* 
plain  of  the  great  htud^p  iwhioh  is  put 
upon  them  to  have  to  con^bute  lai^ 
repayments  during  their  own  life-time, 
and  having  to  leave  to  Uioir  succesaon 
an  entirely  free  resideaoe  in  their  re- 
spective parishes.  They  think  it  would 
be  far  more  desirable  and  oonvenieitt— 
and  I  would  not  confine  this  to  an; 
one  denotnlnation — to  have  the  penod 
extended  over  a  oertun  number  of  year . 
Several  representataons  of  thid  kiud 
have  been  made  to  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment from  time  to  time.  I  do  not  knor 
whether  the  subject  has  yef  beei 
brought  under  thenoticeof  the  right  bos. 
GenUeman  the  present  Chief  Secretaij, 
oving  to  his  having  been  but  a  verr 
short  time  in  Office ;  but  now  Aiat  1 
have  Mferred  to  it,  I  trast  he  will  gin 
it  his  attention. 

The  SBOBETARY  to  thb  TEEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlkr)  :  I  ander- 
stand  my  right  hon.  Friend  near  me 
(Mr.  J*.  Morley)  to  say  that  it  is  not  is 
our  power  to  alter  the  Bill. 

Motion  i^wd  to. 

Bill  read  a  seoond  time,  and  eommiUd 
for  Monday  next. 


ULSTER  OANAL  AND  TTBOKE  NAVt 
GATION  BILL. 
lIOTIOir  FOB  LEAVE. 

Ifotion  mnde,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  BSI  to 
proTide  for  the  transfer  of  the  Ulater  Canal  sni 
the  Tyrone  NsTfgataon  er  Coal  Iclaa4  Caui 
from  the  Oobmisiioliers  ol  P«We  MfoAt  ia 
Ireland  to  the  Lagan  IHTigation  ConqitBjr,  ana 
for  other  purposes." — (Mr.  SenTy  S.  lovlff.) 

OoLOHEL  NOLAN:  This  i$  a_Tei7 
extraordinary  Bill  tor  be  hrtmjfht  in  )lj 
the  Government  irithout  doEOC^ndtdlB^' 
tion  with  the  Irish  Mjeiobdrs,  who  h*^ft  ^ 
if  I  am  pot  mu^eOi  o|)pMed  ti  :iiiia\st^ 
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proposal  in  two  other  Sehridns  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  ia  not  only  opposed  nov  b; 
new  Iri^  tfemben,  bnt  hy  at  least 
flxree  Members  of  the  Oommission  wbioh 
sat  to  consider  the  sutgeot  five  years 
ago— namely,  myself,  the  hon.  Member 
irho  sat  for  Conntf  Leitrim  and  who 
now  sits  for  an  English  constituency 
(Hr.  Tottenham),  and  Mr.  Dickson. 
And  I  should  like  to  know  if  Lord 
Mo&teagle  approves  of  the  measure, 
because  formoriy  he  was  opposed  to  its 
prinraple  ?  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
woids  in  explanation  of  the  measure. 
There  is  a  sheet  of  water  In  the  North 
of  Irdand  called  LouKh  Neegh,  of  which 
the  neighbonring  farmers  complain,  as 
it  injures  their  farms.  "Well,  the  Go- 
rernment  propose  to  hand  over  a  Oanal 
to  ft  Oompany  with  £3,000.  The  offer 
ia  a  very  generous  one,  and  I  do  not 
com^ain  of  it;  but  I  oompliun  that  in 
the  Bill  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  carry 
oat  tihis  anrangement^  a  olause  is  in- 
serted declaTing  that  Lough  Neagh 
should  be  kept  up  to  its  summer  level, 
which  is  its  technical  Parliamentary 
leTsl.  It  is  possible  by  doing  this  to 
injure  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Lough  to  the  extent  of  £100,000 
or  £200,000.  I  should  be  perfectly 
ready  to  assent  to  the  Bill,  if  this  clause 
baring  reference  to  the  keeping  up  of 
the  level  of  Lough  Noagb  were  omitted 
from  it.  The  passing  of  such  a  clause, 
besides  doing  present  harm,  may  do 
much  injury  to  those  who  may  want  to 
reduce  the  level  of  the  Lough  at  some 
future  time.  The  Ulster  Canal  is  a 
Taluelees  concern ;  but  there  is  another 
one  which  is  still  worse.  The  Ulster 
Canal,  I  believe,  is  of  some  little  use, 
though  a  veiT  little ;  bat  if,  for  the  sake 
of  this  and  the  other  Oanal  I  mention, 
this  clause  is  inserted,  whilst  doing  a 
▼ttst  deal  of  harm  to  the  farmers  on  the 
shores  of  the  Lough,  very  little  good 
will  accrue  to  anybody.  As  having 
been  a  Member  of  the  Oommission,  and 
as  never  having  found  any  of  the  Irish 
Members  support  the  Bill — not  even 
thoee  through  whose  localities  the  Canal 
passes — -I  conceive  it  desirable  to  offer 
this  protest.  I  want  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Temment  to  promise  to  omit  this  clause 
of  which  I  speak. 

Thk  SBORETABY  t6  thb  TltEA- 
8URT  (Mr.  H.  H.  FowtirR}:  It  is 
rather  unttsual  to  6&et  opposition  to  a 
Bill  of  ^kukdbt  this  stii^«.  ItsMoU 
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to  me  that  Hhe  title  of  the  measure 
sound  like'  tiie  refrain  of  a  very  old  song 
t&at  we  hare  heard  year  after  year  and 
seen  pat  off  night  after  night.  My 
desire  in  bringing  it  in  so  early  In  the 
Session  was  to  obtain  the  judgment  of 
the  House  upon  it,  one  way  or  the 
other,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  finally 
to  dispose  of  it.  If  the  Members  from 
Ireland  are  of  opinion  that  the  measure 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, I  shall  be  happy  to  concur  in  that 
view,  and  have  it  carefully  considered 
in  that  way ;  but  I  must  say  it  has  been 
represented  to  the  GKrrernment  that 
there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  favour  of 
the  Bill  in  the  neighbourhood  which 
will  be  affected  by  it.  It  is  said  that 
the  Bill  will  operate  to  the  advantage 
of  the  people  living  on  the  banks  of 
the  Oanal.  The  Canal  is  40  miles  in 
length,  and  is  costing  £1,100  a-year, 
whilst  earning  nothing.  It  has  been 
thought  that  i^  by  handing  it  over  to 
a  Navigation  Company,  it  could  be 
rendered  more  useful,  it  would  be  well 
to  make  the  experiment.  The  Govern- 
ment do  not  propose  to  give  the  Com- 
pany more  than  £3,000 ;  but  if  we  hand 
over  the  Canal,  we  shall,  of  course,  put 
those  who  receive  it  under  a  strict  obli- 
gation to  put  it  uuder  thorough  repair, 
and  make  it  efficient  for  the  navigation 
of  the  district  through  which  It  runs. 
The  question  is  one  on  which  we  should 
wish  the  House  to  be  free  to  express  an 
opinion  ;  and  all  I  would  say  is  that  this 
is  hardly  the  time— before  the  measure 
is  printed  and  is  in  the  hands  ^  hon. 
Members— to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
its  details.  If  it  is  now  read  a  first  time^ 
I  wonld  take  oare  not  to  put  down  the 
seeond  reading  at  an  hour  when'  it 
WDold  be  inconvenient  for  hon.  Gentle' 
men  opposite  to  deal  with  it.  As  I  have 
said,  after  the  second  reading,  if  it  is 
desirable  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Select 
Committee,  I  should,  be  glad  to  assent 
to  it.  A  large  portion  of  the  Irish  people 
say  that  the  measure  is  one  which  will 
operate  greatly  to  their  advantage.  I 
am  not  here  to  say  whether  they  arc 
right  or  wrong ;  but  I  think  Parliament 
should  pass  judgment  on  it,  so  as  to  dis- 
pose  of  it  one  way  or  the  other. 

Ms.  JOHNSTON:  I  hope  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Galway 
(Colonel  Nolan)  will  see  his  way  to  the 
withdrawal  of  his  dpnosititm  to  the  in- 
troduotion  of  thO'Bill.   He  takes  a  deep 
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interest  in  the  development  of  Uie  iuchis- 
trial  resource*  of  Ireland.  I  had  the 
pleaiure  of  wotkiDg  with  him  on  the 
riers  and  Harbours  CoamuB^on,  and 
am  in  a  position  to  eaj  that  the  interast 
be  took  in  that  matter  and  the  ability  be 
displayed  have  greatly  benefited  tb& 
fishermen,  of  Ireland.  This  Bill  which 
tbe  Secretary  to  tbe  Treasury  wisbes  to 
introduce  to*nigbt  will  lanrely  develop 
Uie  industrial  resonrces  of  Ulster,  and  I 
therefore  trust  that  it  will  not  be  op- 
posed by  those  bon.  Members  who  really 
ctesire  to  develop  the  industrial  resources 
of  the  country.  I  regret  that  I  am 
almost  alone  here  to-night  on  tius  side 
0^  tho  House  j  but  it  was  not  expeoted 
that  opposition  would  be  offered  to  tiie 
fixst  reading  of  the  Bill.  If  it  bad  been 
known  that  this  opposition  was  to  be 
offered,  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  dcTelopment  of  the  in- 
dustrial resources  of  Ulster  would  have 
taken  care  to  attend  in  order  to  say 
Bometbing  about  It,  I  trust  the  House 
will  listed,  to  tbe  views  of  the  Secretai? 
to  tbe  Treasury,  and  that  tbe  Bill  will  be 
read  a  first  time  now.  I  beg  bon.  Gen- 
tlemen below  the  Gangway  not  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  developing  tbe 
resources  of  Ireland ;  and  I  assure  them 
that  this  measure  happens  to  be  one 
wbioh  will  largely  develc^  tbe  resources 
of  Uie  Province  of  TTiat^  wbiob  they 
say  tbey  would  lilce  to  sea  at  one  ivxtb 
the  rest  of  Ireland. ' 

Mb.  BIGGAIt:  The  bon.  Member 
for  South  Belfast  (Mr.  Johnston)  has 
spoken  about  developing  the  industrial 
resources  of  the  Frovinca  of  ITlfiter. 
Well,  I  should  like  to  ^oint  out  to  the 
House  the  extent  to  wbicb  the  Frovince 
of  tllster  is  benefited  by  the  Canal  he 
wishes  to  hand  over  to  this  Navigation 
Company,  at  a  cost  of  £3,000  to  the 
State.  At  present  the  Canal  has  an  in- 
come, derived,  I  believe,  from  coals,  of 
something  less  than  £50  a-year,  whilst 
tbe  cost  of  putting  it  in  something  like 
deoentorder  and  looking  after  it  amounts 
to  something  over  £1,000  a-^ear.  If 
that  is  tbe  way  in  which  tbe  industrial 
resources  of  tbe  Province  of  Ulster  are 
to  be  developed,  I  think  the  sooner  tbe 
development  of  the  industrial  resources 
of  tbe  Frovince  of  Ulstra  is  given  ap  the 
better.  Tbe  bon.  Member  says  be  is 
very  sorry  that  be  is  tbe  ott\y  Tory 
Member  from  Ulster  present  at  this 
moment.   I  also  am  very  sorry  that  that 
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is  so,  because  I  ^boold  haTelibfdtsbu 
some  of  tbem  express  tbmr  opiaiou 
upoft  this  matter— I  should  have  likei 
to  have  beard  some  of  those  who  irntt 
the  other  day  with  an  *r  pprU  stateaust 
to  tbe  Secretary  to  tbe  Treasury,  And 
here  I  would  protest  »e  strongly  w  X 
can  agsusst  this  system  of  private  w 
wigging.  Any  represeotatiens 
have  to  be  made  to  the  Govenunsi^  « 
sul^ects  of  this  kind  should  be  msde 
here— -aoy  pressure  whiob  it  is  tboo^ 
desirable  to  pvt  upoa  tbom  shwM  b» 
attempted  on  tbe  floor  of  this  Booh. 
Tho  bon.  ^ntlemsn  the  Sflcr«ta«yto^ 
Treasury  has  made  no  def«io»^  at  nil  te 
this  BiU ;  or»  if  at  all,  one  of  a  very  weak 
nature.  Wbat  be  says  is,  that  the  nes- 
sure  is  one  tbat  baa  often  been  befiue 
tbe  House,  and  whieb  has  often  bsco. 
opposed,  and  opposed  suecesafully.  No 
doubt,  he  thinks  it  only  light  th^  iu 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  trying  hii 
skill  to  efEect  that  wbicb  bis  Frewei- 
sors  have  hitherto  failed  to  do.  THs 
may  be  all  very  well  from  his  point  of 
view  i  but  to  my  mind  it  is  a  seoou 
waste  of  tbe  time  of  tbia  House.  It 
seems  to  me  that  no  mote  elective  bjs- 
tem  for  wasting  time  «ould  be  denied 
than  that  0(£  persisting,  Sessiim  after 
Session,  in  tbe  introduotiou  of  a  Bill 
wbiob  is  thoroughly  indefensible. 
as  I  have  aaid,  the  hon.  Member  has  wt 
offered  a  wosd  in  favour  of  baa  mesasn 
Id  owositiou  to  tbe  Bill  we  bave  hesrd 
the  oon.  and  gallant  Genilemsa  tlie 
Member  for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan), 
who  was  a  Member  of  tbe  ICoyal  Oon- 
mission  whicb  investigated  tbe  faeti^  ti 
connection  with  this  project,  on  tbe  sfiot, 
and  wbicb  saw  that  the  proposal  vas 
untenable.  We  are  told  that  tnls  Csail 
is  one  of  those  links  in  tbe  ebaia  of 
water  communication  whicb  is  to  lead 
from  tbe  North  of  Ireland  to  thd 
Shannon ;  but  it  is  a  useless  link,  like 
that  one  lower  down,  upon  which  s 
former  Government  spent  £200,000. 
The  link  to  whicb  I  refer,  for  wbitik  t 
former  Government  were  xepoasiU^ 
was  so  utterly  useless  Ibat  no  hoaX  ce^ild 
n&vigote  it  i  it  was  so  stupidity  cco- 
strvi^ed  that  no  Canal  boats  «ouU  fp 
below  tbe  bridges  without  baip^  rsbuut 
That  is  an  example  of  tbe  wt^  in  vhiA 
the  Board  of  Works  in  Irduid  caibcs 
on  its  business.  There  is  no  doubt  tiist 
some  few  peopler— soma  fe^r  xesideni  a 
tbe  locality  of  tbe  .Omal— ^y  ^ 
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or  less  satined  with  tikis  Bill,  and  pro- 
bably 4  ooftl  d6ai»r  or  two,  non  rOBident 
in  l^ie  locality,  will "botwnefited  by  it; 
bnt  I  wmiM  point  out  that  t&e  whole 
district,  thrott^  wh^h  the  Oanal  runs, 
ia  at  the  present  moment  uncommonly 
Bupplled  vr't^  ifulway  ttcoommodati^n. 
The  railways  do  not  charge  a  higher 
rate  for  the  carriage  of  produce  along 
their  route  in  the  absence  of  competition 
than  they  would  dcf  it  Hie  Oanal  com- 
peted fox  the  traffic.  We  have  no  reason 
to  Buppose  that  the  railways  -would  raise 
their  vates  a  single  Xd.  if  the  Canal  were 
done  awify  with.  Whilst,  therefore, 
lliere  are  no  advantages  to  be  gained  by 
tJie  passing  of  this  Bill,  I  woiild  point 
out  ^at  it  may  hare  a  very  mlschievotis 
effect,  because  it  would  render  it  impos- 
eible  for  all  time  to  come  to  lower  the 
lerrel  of  Lough  Ne&gh.  Even  at  the  pr&- 
sent  moment  people  Hving  on  the  banks 
of  Lough  Neagh  pOTiodioally  suffer 
injury  from  floodal  There  is  another 
objection  to  Bills  of  this  sdrt ;  there  are 
no  Loeal  Authorities  in  Ireland  who  are 
competent  to  superintend  their  opera- 
tion. I  think  it  is  fatal  to  any  Bill  of 
iHa  kind  if  tiiere  ia  no  Bepresentative 
Bo^  by  whom  it  can  be  denied  ont.  It 
i9  all  very  irell  for  irresponsible  people, 
vho,  ia  some  easee,  know  nothing  of  the 
facts  of  the  ease,  to  promote  such  Bills 
at  this.  I  know  that  several  of  the  hon. 
Members  from  the  North  of  Ireland  have 
no  local  knowledge  whatever,  and  that, 
in  poitit  of  f4ct,  they  know  nothing  of 
the  merits  of  this  case.  I  maint^n  that 
until  we  get  a  Local  Hepresentative 
Body  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  who  can 
represent  tbe  Tatepaynv  fairly  and 
honestly,  no  Bill  deiuing  with  questions 
of  taxation  fbr  drainage  and  other 
matters'of  that  sort  should  be  allowed  to 

Sas8.  I  trust  my  hon.  Friends  will 
ivtde  with  me  against  the  Bill  even  at 
its  present  stage ;  and  I  think  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  beunr  fhe  Gangway  on  the 
opposite  ^e  of  the  House,  who  are  in 
favour  of  economy,  will  see  it  would  be 
very  mttch  better  to  sell  t&e  land  of  the 
Ctoal  for  the  £5,000  which  it  would 
bring  than  to  expend  any  more  taoney 
upon  it.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
told  utf  that  this  OanaT  Company  had 
euterM  into  a  cerlaifi  underta!k[ng.  It 
is' no  iise  to  talk  about  the  Company 
eiit^iiii]^int6  tmdett&Mngs.  We  know 
-wh&t-=a'  piQblio '€ompimy-  -will 


undertake.  In  point  of  fact,  it  will' 
und^ake  anything;  but  to -get  it  to 
fulfil  !ts  tindertakings  is  a  veiry  difficult 
matter.  I  think  that,  unless  the  Goverti- 
ment  is  able  to  o^r  very  much  stronger 
reasons  than  they  have  done  yet  why 
this  Bill  should  pass,  it  is  right  that  the 
House  should  insist  upon  a  postpone- 
ment to  allow  of  farther  consideration. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HBALY:  On  behalf  of 
my  ooBStitaenta  in  South  Deny,  who 
hare  great  interest  in  the  drainage  of 
the  Bann,  I  wish  to  offer  this  Bill  my 
strongest  opposition.  We  often  hear  it 
said  That  the  Irish  people  regard  the 
English  Exchequer  as  a  cow  from  which 
they  are  continually  drawing.  But  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  hon.  Genuemen  re- 
presenting English  constituencleB  that 
what  we  are  doing  in  this  case  is  to 
oppose  the  absolute  throwing  away  of 
£8,000  of  the  taxpayers'  m<mey  into  the 
waters  of  the  Ulster  Canal.  Now,  the 
most  astonishing  thing  to  me  is  that' 
some  of  the  Members  of  the  Opposition 
who  approached  the  Treasuir,  in  the 
form  of^a  deputation,  bn  Friday  last, 
should  have  the  hardihood  to  put  fbr- 
ward  Bomeof  the  statemeuts  thtn-  did. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Arm^h  (Sir 
Jamefa Cony)  had  the  snperb  audacity' 
to  say  that  our  opporition  to  the  de- 
v«lopment  of  this  <^nal  was  due  to  our' 
h&ving  an  interest  in  EailwayCompanies 
in  Ireland.  Any  argument,  of  course, 
against  a  Famellite  Member  is  good 
enough.  At  one  time  we  are  represented 
as  being  in  a  state  of  the  most  wretched 
and  depressed  poverty,  and  at  another 
time  we  are  represented  as  having  such 
great  interests  in  Bailway  Companies 
that  we  are  opposed  to  Canals.  I  am 
surprised  the  hon. 'Baronet  (Sir  Tames 
Cor]7)— because  he  was  made  a  Baronet 
by  the  late  Xory  Goremment  for  value 
received — is  not  here  to-night,  in  order 
to  defend  the  unjust  attack  he  made 
upon  Gentlttmen'  below  &e  Gangway 
for  their  aetion  in  connection  with  Ais 
Oanal.  X  wHl  read,  for  tiie  instruction 
of  English  Kembers,  one  statemeitit 
made  by  a  member  of  the  deputation  to 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  will  then  understand  the 
value  of  this  Oanal  to'  Ireland.  The 
Ctinal  fs  now  making  a  tottil  of  £50  per 
annum ;  what  chance,  therefore,  is  there  ' 
of  the  Oompanv'  eV*r,  repa^friff'  the  . 
£8,000'propoBed  to  advanced  by  the  '- 
Stiftto?'The  fldcretuy  Mth^O^mal  bm^^ 
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nanj^-^ttd  I  take  tlus  from  the  report 
u  Jli4  J?#{f«<  JVmw  ZtlUrt  vhioh-wu 
■ent  by  a  spacdol  vepoitu  and-  Mtoas  a 
apedaf  win— aaid-« 

*'niflve  woM  26  looki  w  ifae  Oanal, and  ii 
would  takfl  £10,000  to  put  the  Canal  in  voifc- 
iag  ordsr." 

£10,000  to  begin  with!  At  £50  a^yeax 
the  House  can  imagine  bow  many  years 
it  would  take  to  make  up.£10,000. 

"  Two  propcwalB  had  been  maio  for  xtimug 
this  sum.  The  first  was  ttiat  the  GoTemmeDt 
diould  lend  it  to  tbe  Navigatioa  Conpany  ;" 

— tha4  was  a  most  cynioal  and  delightful 
attemjst  to  offer  adequate  Beetui^  tor 
tiie  repayment  of  loan  and  tntereBt— 

"And  the  second  proposal  vai  ttiat  £3,000 
ihoold  he  given  hy  the  Qoremment,  13ie  Com- 
May  being:  left  to  borrow  the  other  £7,000. 
The  hoQ.  GentlemaD's  Predeoeasors  were  pre- 
pared to  accede  to  the  latter  proposal." 

The  first  proposal  was  that  £10,000 
should  bo  expended,  and  when  that 
voold  not  wash  the  Company  were 
contMit  with  £3,000,  Tee;  I  venture 
to  say  they  would  have  been  satisfied 
with  £2,000,  or  £1,000,  or  £500,  or 
anything  they  could  squeeze  out  of  the 
Government.  I  will  not  say  they  wanted 
to  share  it  amongst  themselves ;  but,  no 
doubt,  they  wished  to  make  the  pretence 
they  were  going  to  do  something  with 
these  36  looks,  and  then  become  bank- 
rupt in  the  face  of  tbe  public.  The 
whc^  question  of  the  Oanalization  of 
Ireland  is  a  very  difficult  one.    In  my 

i'udgment,  the  number  of  Canals  in 
reland  is  much  too  large.  On  this 
Lower  Baun  you  are  at  present  taxing 
the  farming  population  of  Ireland 
£1S,000  a-yearfor  the  maintenance  of 
tiiese  navigation  looks,  some  of  which 
locks  were  so  objectionable  to  the  peace- 
able population  generally— to  the  nou- 
Catbmic  population  along  Uie  banks — 
that  thoy  blew  them  out  with  dynamite. 
The  peoplo  argued  that  not  a  single 
boat  passed  along  the  Canal  but  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  aorea  of  thoir 
land  were  being  flooded.  What  a  farce 
it  is  to  pretend  to  go  on  with  navigation 
when  you  have  nothing  to  navigate. 
There  are  railways  on  each  side  of  the 
Canal  to  take  all  the  traffic  the  districts 
produce.  There  is  no  boat  upon  tbe 
Canal,  and  yet  you  tax  the  peo^e  thou- 
sands of  pounds  to  make  useless  works 
for  the  purpose  of  navigation,  instead  of 
lettinff  the  rivers  do  wlutt  Qrod  iatendedt 
and  that  is  to  drain  the  land  of  IreLand 

Mr.  T.  U.  SmI» 


doiQa4d  the  sea.  Tott  keep,  W  maufl 
o£  Uiese  ttedesalobks^  Lo^ga  Nesgh  t* 
a  Iev«l  three  or  foot  feet  Ing^thsa 
was  ever  intended ;  but  the  «oi«t  irf 
is  that  when  you  appointed  a  €h)vem- 
ment  Commissien  to  inqiure  into  the 
whole  subject— a  Commienon  eonristtsi^ 
as  it  did,  of  the  late  Uember  ka'Sj- 
rone  (Mr.  -  T.  Dickson),  the  hoa.  asd 
gallaat  Gentleman  who,  in  the  lait 
Parliam^t,  represented  County  Du^ 
lin,  but  who  now  site  for  the  Isle  of 
Thaaet  Divistoa  of  Keut  (Colonel  King- 
Harman),  and  the  hon.  imd  gtUaut 
Gentleman  &e  Member  for  Gal*^ 
(Colonel  Nolan),  and  that  ComsiimM 
condemns  the  thing  root  and  braock— 
which  has  also  been  done  by  many  nm 
of  independent  diaraeter — tiie  Gotsh- 
ment  still  comes  forward  and  propoMi 
to  oast  the  money  of  the  ratepayora  into 
the  totid  waters  of  the  TTlster  GiatL 
On  behalf  of  oonstitiieats,  who  «t« 
deeply  interested  in  the  drainage  of 
Lough  Neagh,  I  join  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Oavan  (Mr.  Bi^gar)  is 
his  opposition  to  this  Bill.  I  think  itii 
a  monstrous  thing  that  ganUemen  shoi^ 
be  allowed  to  come  over  from  Ireland 
and  pretend  to  the  Treaaory  that  they 
are  entitled  to  borrow  £3,000,  itha 
they  admit  that  to  do  properly  what  ii 
suggested  an  expenditure  of  £lO,000ii 
necessary.  For  them  to  say  they  eu 
ever  pay  the  interest  on  the  botrswed 
money  is  a  ^am  and  a  delusiat,  sod  if 
my  hon.  Friend  goes  to  a  divimoB  I 
shall  certainly  support  him. 

Mb.  AETHUB  O'CONNOR:  Thi* 
is  a  matter  whioh  a  mnnber  of  us  now 
sitting  on  thwe  Benches  have  perairt- 
ently  fought  against  a  seriee  ot  Fiosad^ 
Secretaries  to  the  Treasoiy,  and  I  kaor 
for  a  fact  that  one  of  the  FndeessBon 
of  the  present  Seovtary  to  the  Tressoiy, 
in  bis  own  mind,  did  not  approve  of 
Bill  which  his  official  position  competed 
him  to  support  in  the  House.  I  pot  it 
to  Members  oppoute,  who  have  mtsi- 
fested  a  muoh  greater  desire  thaa  I 
have  ever  witnMsed  before  to  give 
effect  to  the  wishes  of  the  Represento- 
tives  of  Ireland,  that  this  is  a  msttar 
in  which  we  have  reached  practiol 
unnanimity,  and  that  in  no  assembly  io 
Dublin  would  s«(A  a  project  as  thishsTe 
the  least  chance  of  sucDess.  If  earned  at 
all,  the  Bill  will  be  carried  against  tbe 
unanimous  wish  <xf  tiie  Bentesoitatifw 
of  Xreland.  It  is  supportM  by  a  tc7 
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to  hare  reaHv  etudied  the  case  in  all  its 
bearings,  and  therelorA  cannot  be  alive 
to  the  yexj  emoos  and  joblijke  cha- 
racter of  the  m^a^ure  proposed.   I  do 
not  wish  to  quote  extensively  from  Be- 
porta  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
examioe  this  qtzestion  ;  but  Iventure  to 
call  attention  to  the  faot  that  so  far  bacfa 
as  1861  Sin  John  Uaolean,  wbo  tm  cer- 
tainly very  unbiassed,  reported  ibat  the 
only  plan  he  could  suggest  by.whioh  the 
Oanu  oould  be  made  useful  was  to  ta,ke 
off  the  lock  gates,  dcam  the  Oanal,  and 
OOnvert  its  bed  into  grass  land  wiut^ 
might  be  let  for  grazing ;  that  genUeman 
adding  that  the  banks  and  waste  land, 
wlucb  in  many  places  were  of  conBider- 
abie  width,  inight  be  let  for  tillage. 
Later    Commissioners   had  veported 
against   any  furlJier  expenditure  of 
money— they  showed  it  was  perfectly 
useless ;  and  tfaey  also  showed  that  the 
loss  of  money  taken  at  the  lowest  rate 
of  interest  charged  by  the  Trea-sury  for 
any  advances  of  this  kind  must  aniount 
annually  to  over  £6,000.   Now  we  are 
asked  to  make  a  drain  on  the  Treasury 
of  a  very  considerable  amount,  and  to 
hand  that  sum  over  to  a  Company  which 
undertakea  to  do  aomething.  What  that 
something  is  is  notvwyolear;  but  the 
inevitable  result  will  be  that  in  a  short 
time  the  Treasury,  as  mor^gees,  will 
he  obliged  to  foreclose  because  they  will 
not  be  able  to  receive  either  their  in- 
terest or  principal,  and  then  they  will 
be  in  precisely  we  same  position  as  now, 
-with  a  worthless  security  on  th«r  hands, 
and  have  to  come  to  the  House  with  an- 
other Bill  in  order  to  induce  some  other 
Company  to  take  it  up.    And  so  the 
game  will  go  on.   PubUc  money  will  be 
waflted,  and,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  the  Member  for  South  Derry 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  has  said,  injury  will 
h»  done  to  Uie  agricultural  land  in  the 
neighbourhood.    They  have  done  the 
same  thing  here  as  in  many  other  parts 
of  Izdand;  they  have  dammed  up  the 
watercourses  and  prevented  the  water- 
conrsea  dcong  what  they  ought  to  do — 
naxuriy,  earry  off  the  surplus  water  to 
the  sea.   I  have,  myadf,  seen  teas  oi 
tbousaads  of  aeres  in  one  stretob  under 
vater,  which,  iC  these  rirera  were  only 
allowed  to  do  what  they  were  intended 
asd  made  to  do,  might  nevw  have  been 
flooded  at  all.   I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Ur.  H.  H. 


Fo^lar^  reeogmzefl  the.  evident  sease  of 
the  majarity  of  the  House;  but  perhaps 
he  would  prefer  to  have  time  to  oonsidw 
his  position.  He  may  possibly  be  pre- 
pared to  assent  to  the  Motion  to  adjourn 
the  present  debate.  If  it  meets  with  his 
view  of  the  present  situation,  I  will  more 
that  this  deWe  be  now  adjoomed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  bo  now  adjourned." 
—{Mr.  Arthur  Conner.) 

The  SSCBETABT  to  the  TBEA- 
8UBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlbe):  I  assure 
my  hou.  Friends  that  I  have  no  wish  to 
force  on  this  Bill  against  the  opposition 
of  the  Irish  Members.  Of  course,  Ihere 
is  to  this,  as  to  every  question^  two  sides, 
and  I  should  like  the  House  to  hear  the 
other  side.  I  may  add  that  the  Treasury 
are  to  be  relieved  from  £1,100  a-year, 
and  that  is,  perhaps,  the  bait  held  out  to 
us.  But  I  am  quite  willvng  to  assent  to 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  on  con- 
dition that  ample  Notioe  be  given  of  its 
resumption  in  order  that  aU  Members 
from  Ireland  ma^  have  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  views  upon  the  Bill. 

Motion  agrwd  to. 

Debate  a^'oumtd  till  MonSag  next. 

POST    OFFIQE  —  StTBMABINE  TELE- 
GRAPH CONTRACT  (ST.  VINCENT 
TO  THE  WEST  COAST  OF  AFRICA). 
BESOLlTTIOir. 

The  SECBETAET  to  the  TBEA- 
SUBT  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowijui)  moved— 

"That  thB  Contnwt,  dated  the  19th  day  of 
January  1886,  for  the  constmction  of  a  Sab- 
marine  Telwraph  Line  from  the  Island  of  St. 
Vincent  to  Uie  Wert  Coast  of  Airioa  be  ap- 
proved." 

Mb.  HENNTKSB-HQATON  objeoted 
to  the  Motion  being  taken  at  that  hour 
of  the  night. 

Mb. H.H. FOWLBE:  Itwas arranged 
that  this  should  be  taken  to-night ;  but 
I  have  no  wish  to  press  it  at  this  late 
hour  if  any  objection  is  raised.  I  there- 
fore propose  to  postpone  it  till  to- 
morrow. 

Debate  a^ownod  till  To-morr&tc. 

SHOP  HOtntS  KEGUtATION  BILL. 

Select  Committee  on  Shop  Hours  R^iulation 
Bill  fummated  of, — Mr.  BaUbt,  Sir.  BmoAs- 
BDBtT,  Sir  Jamis  FiBQDtoN,  Mr.  TaBODoaa 
£^T,  Sir  JouH  LrSBOcx,  Hr.  Fuvois  PowaU, 
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Ur.  Tbobdu>  Boons,  and  Mr.  SntUT- 
WoaiUT  I— Thne  to  b*  tha  qiiMiua.— (fir 
John  IMotk.) 

Home  adtjoQzned  at  a  ooartflr  after 
One  o'clock. 


HOnSB    OF  LOBDS, 
T^tdayt  2nd  Mia^ch,  1886. 


MINUTES.1  —  Took  the  Oath  —  The  Ix)rd 
MiMtar  (MaaqtuM  of  Oamyn^mm). 

FuBLioBiLLB — Firit  Jif0/lMv~BleotrioIightiag 
Act  (1882}  Anuindineat*  (25). 

Third  JlMrfuv— Freshwater  Fiiherias  (Eels)  • 

HOTTNTED  VOLtlNTEfifi  INFAKTBY. 

QyoanON,  OBSBBTATnUfS.- 

VisoouNT  MIDLETON,  in  riBin^  to 
uk  the  noble  Lord  the  Und»  Seoretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  there  ie  any 
objection  to  mounted  men  bems*  attached 
to  infantry  volunteer  oorpa  at  the  requeat 
of  thA  commandiog  offlow  if  no  extra 
ohavge  be  ttiereby  ontailed  ?  said,  einee 
he  had  placed  the  Notice  of  thia  Ques- 
tion upon  tiie  Paper  he  had  received  in- 
foniMttoa  that  it  waa  the  desire  of  the 
let  Middlesex  Infantry  Tolunteers,  bet- 
ter knovn  as  the  Victorias,  to  have  a 
amall  sqnad  of  mounted  Inf^Titry  at- 
taobed  to  their  regiment.  The  refilies, 
howeTel*,  that  had  been  received  from 
the  War  Office  upon  the  subject  had 
been  unsatisfaotory.  If  permission  "were 
given  to  form  each  mounted  muad  but 
utde  expense  would  be  inourrecl  by  the 
eovntry,  because  the  men  who  would 
fom  it  were  perfectly  willing  to  defray 
the  oost  of  equipping^  tfaemswres  o'ut  of 
tiieir  own  poofeets,  the  only  demand 
aiade  beng"  that  they  should  receive  the 
oidinavy  capitation  gtAnt  of  80t.  now 
paid  to  efficient  Vcluntoere. 

T&s  UNDER  SEOBBTAHY 
STAT£(IjOtd8Ain)HiTBBT),{nreply,sa{d: 
The  eneriment  of  allowing  mounted 
men  to  be  attached  to  Volunteer  corps  at 
their  own  expense  is  now  being  tried  in 
nz  cases.  In  two  cases  out  of  of  the  six 
the  authority  has  been  cancelled,  and  in 
a  third  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  scheme 
ean'  be  oontinned.  Therei>n%  ^e  Secre- 
tary of  atate  does  not  think  it  advfeftble 
t»:fiuifaet  otend'  the  pemusBioii  until 


he  has  gained  more  experience  of  the 
working  oCttovemahkiog  MditiigflBpi- 

paoies. 

VENTILATIOirOP  THE  HOOSE. 
BEsoi.imov. 

The  Eahl  ov  LIMERICK  rose  to 
move — 

"  That  tiie  evidence  of  Jolm  Percy,  Eiquin^ 
H.  D.,  taken  before  the  Sdect  Oumnittee  on 
tike  Office  of  Oie  Clerk  of  the  FuUsnuotaBd 
Office  of  the  aeatteman  Ueher  of  Ibe  ffisok  Bod 
ia  saBBkB  >88e.  be  laid  vpon  ike  Tshla^  s4 
that  the  same  be  printed." 

The  noble  Earl  said,  the  evidence  would 
be  of  much  value  in  refemnce  to  the 
lighting  and  ventilation  of  the  Hoose. 

The  Eael  of  CAMPEEDOW  aeked 
whether  the  evidence  referred  to  had 
not  been  already  printed  f 

The  Easi,  of  LIUEEICXK:  said,  that 
he  understood  it  had  not  been  printed- 

The  Eabl  of  OAMPERDOwN  said, 
he  failed  to  see  what  advantage  was  to 
be  derived  from  adopting  the  Motion  of 
the  noble  Earl,  especially  as  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  had  been  directed 
to  Dr.  Percy's  evidence.  It  seanedto 
him  that  ffciia  vaatilatiou  of  fha  Hm» 
wonid  be  all  that  ooidd  bo  desired  if 
they  would  open  the  windowa  and  dis> 
penee  with  the  ^bomte  ayeteia  fte^ 
had  introduced. 

The  Eabx.  or  UHiLTOWN  said,  be 
thought  the  House  should  be  lifted  bj 
electricity,  and  thety  would  then  gettid 
of  the  heat  created  by  the  gas  fallen 
their  Lordship^  heads,  and  a  great  deal 
of  the  misery  and  diaoooofort  suffered 
by  themi  The  maohinery  below  &r 
pumping  up  fresh  air  was  of  a  mAst 
elaborate  and  costly  deeciiption,  aad  ths 
ateam-engine  required  for  it  eoold  be 
utiHaed  to  geneisKbe  tho  eleetxfio  light 

Motion  agreed  to. 

aaid  evidenoo  laid  <m  the  TeUa 
accordingly,  and  to  ba  jnwtafe  (No.  St.} 

Exoomio  xiaHma  vst  (1868)  Jjcm)* 

A  BiU  to  anuod  and  exteiid  Ite  XM^ 

Lightioff  Act,  L882.-'Wu  prtmUit  bj  "O* 
Lord  B^I^gh;  read  1'.  (Ko.  2^0 

Honse  a^'oorbed  ai  a  qoatttrput  Ftor 
o'olocl^  to  Tfaweday  ntatt^  whM 
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HaUSB  07  OOHUONS. 
limday,  2nd  March,  1886. 


MINUTES.]  —  Seuct  Comxittbi  —  Town 

Udldiogsi,  afpointed. 
Phitaii  Bilv  {hu  Oftkr) — Statnd  Siuding— 

Iiondon  tnd  South  WoBtmi  B^vay  * ; 

HidUnd  Bailway,  Mah  m^umtd. 

Esat  IjOndon  Water. 


EAST  LONDON  WATER  BILL  (V  Ordm). 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Beeond  Seading  read. 

Motioc  made,  and  Ctuestioa  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  aeeond 
time."— (5»>  CharU$  Fontw.) 

Uotion  a^Md  U. 

BUI  read  a  second  time. 

He.  THOBOLDBOGEBS:  I  beg  to 
aioTe  that  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  8^ect 
Oommittee'  on  the  B&me  terms  as  those 
suggested  yesterday  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bodmin  (Mr.  Courtney)  in 
vegatd  to  the  Lambeth  and  Southwark 
mid  Tauxhall  Water  BiUs. 

Mb.  BUXTON:  In  addttioa  to  the 
TOMons  which  were  giren  by  my  hon. 
Friend  yesterday,  I  wish  to  add  one  morc^ 
why  these  BiUs  shonld  have  a  somewhat 
wider  inqniry  than  is  ordinarily  given  to 
a  Private  Bill.  The  Bill  itaelf  proyosea 
to  absorb  a  ptaoe  of  valuable  property  in 
the  shape  of  a  foot-path  vbidi  is  very 
muoh  used  by  irorVing  people.  The 
proposal  will  enable  the  Company  to 
absorb  public  property  without  giving 
eompeosatioa,  and  in  a  waj  in  wMcb  it 
oan  never  be  restored. 

Colonel  MAKIN8 :  I  believe  there 
is  no  opposition  to  the  course  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sonthwark  (Mr. 
Thoowld  Bogers)  proposes  to  take ;  and 
vhen  the  Bill  19  referred  to  a  Select 
Oommittee  the  question  raised  by  my 
hooi  Friend  the  Member  for  South  West 
Essex  (Mr.  Buxton)  will  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Oommittee  before  whom  the  Bill 
is  aent. 

Question  put,  and  agre*d  h, 
VOL;  OCXHI.       [tbibd  bsbub.] 


Jtdiheatf  BiH.  16M 

Ordmd,  Th&i  it  be  refemd  to  a  Bsleet  Com* 
mittm,  Five  to  be  nomiiuited  by  the  Hoon,  SiM 
Foar  by  the  Committee  of  Selectbn. 

Ordertd,  That  all  Petitions  against  the  BiU, 
presented  within  the  time  limited  by  Uie 
Staoding  Orders,  be  referred  to  the  Committee; 
and  that  such  of  the  Petitioners  as  pray  to  be 
heard  by  themselrea,  their  Coansef,  Agents, 
or  WitneMea,  be  heard  upon  their  PetittoDS, 
if  they  think  fit,  and  Coanael  hwrd  in  favour  <hF 
the  BiU^aiDult  B«ch  FefUioDk— (Jfr.  XMnU 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL  (iy  Ordtr). 
BBOOHD  SBABIHCI. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  ^estion  proposed, 
"  That  the  BIU  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (S»r  Ckarlet  Forsier.) 

Sib  BERNHARD  SAMUEL80N 1 1 
have  given  Notice  of  my  intention  to 
mo^e  an  Amendment  upon  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  whifth  is  as 
ibJlowB  :— 

"That  VbiB  House,  whilst  not  ninnlHag  t« 

g)Duder  favourably  an  spplicathm  tp)m  thessld 
ompany,  under  proper  oonditions,  for  power 
to  make  arrangements  with  other  Companies 
tending  to  eoonomise  thseostof  traiisportto  the 
Oompanjr,  lafusss  to  eatertais  the  aaiM  at  a 
mere  ineident  in  a  Bill  for  mlieeUaneoaa  ol^sots, 
and  uoaccompaniod  by  the  offer  ol  any  oon-> 
pensating  advantages  to  the  pvbUo." 

It  is  well  known  that  oopiea  of  PrivBtA 
Bills  introduoed  into  this  House  are  not 
circulated  among  Members  in  the  same 
way  as  other  I^rliamentary  Papers ;  and 
I  may  add  that  very  important  powers, 
and  powers  affecting  great  quesuons  of 
principle,  may  be  sought  by  a  Private 
Bill  without  the  attention  ol  the  House 
being  directed  to  it.  With  regard  to  the 
Bill  now  under  oonsideration,  it  seeks 
to  confer  very  large  additional  powers 
upon  the  Midland  Railway  Company ; 
and  I  do  not  find,  in  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Wharacliffe  meeting, 
that  any  mention  is  made  of  some  very 
extraordinary  powers  which  I  am  about 
to  show  are  included  in  the  Bill.  CUiing 
through  the  dififerent  heads,  I  find  that 
the  Bill  ^ires.  in  the  fitsi  place,  power 
to  make  roads,  to  prepare  roads,  to  ac- 
quire land,  and  so  on.  And  then  all  at 
once  I  come  to  an  entirely  different  nat- 
ter. By  a  clause  in  the  Bill  powers  are 
asked  for,  whioh  amonnt  virtually  to  the 
power  of  amalgamation  with  other 
Companies,  and  not  only  to  a  power  of 
amalgamation  with  othev  Companies, 
but  abaoltttaly  to  a  power  of  amalga- 
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mation  with  anj  Company  -with  which 
this  railway  is  in  oommunioation.  Now, 
th«  House  is  aware  that  the  Midland 
Railway  and  its  branches  extend  over  a 
wide  extent  of  England,  and  that  the 
line  is  in  communication  with  railways 
from  the  Land's  End  to  the  frontier  of 
Scotland.  Therefore  the  Bill,  as  it 
stands,  actually  aaks  for  the  power  of 
amalgamation  with  almost  every  Com- 
pany; at  any  rate,  in  England  and 
Wales.  [Ab  hon.  Mmbsr:  And  Scot- 
land, too.}  Uy  faon.  Friend  says  that 
it  touches  Scotland  also ;  and  therefore, 
by  assenting  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  the  powers  contained  in  it  will 
also  apply  to  the  Scotch  railways.  I  do 
not  know  whether  that  is  tho  intention 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill ;  but,  to  my 
apprehension,  that  would  be  the  effect 
of  passing  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape. 
Snrely  that  is  a  question  of  principle 
which  ought  to  be  carefully  considered 
by  the  House  before  the  second  reading 
is  passed.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  say  that  I  beliere  it  is  desir- 
able that  there  should  be  a  reconstruc- 
tion and  amalgamation  of  Bailway 
Companies;  and  I  believe  that  the 
sooner  that  is  effected  the  better,  for 
this  reason — that  it  would  enable  the 
Bailway  Oompanies  to  diminish  their 
expenses,  and  give  them  the  means  of 
reducing  their  rates  and  chargos  to  the 
public.     But  it  is  one  thing  for  this 

Sower  to  be  obtained  by  the  Railway 
ompanies,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  in  a  position  to  lower  their  rates, 
and.  it  is  quite  another  thing  to  feel 
sure  that  they  would  make  use  of  that 
power  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
when  it  is  conferred  upon  them.  I 
certainly  cannot  6nd;  within  the  four 
comers  of  this  Bill,  anything  which 
will  insure  to  the  publio  any  compen- 
sating advantages  for  the  powers  given 
to  the  Midland  Bailway  Company  if 
this  Bill  passes.  That  is  the  point  to 
which  I  think  it  is  important  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  House.  I  believe 
that  every  hon.  Member  will  admit  that 
of  all  the  Bailway  Companies  the  Mid- 
land Bailway  Company  18  probably  the 
one  which,  on  the  whole,  has  done  more 
in  the  interests  of  the  publio  than  any 
other  Bailway  Company.  I  candidly 
acknowledge  that  they  were  the  6rst 
to  introduce  a  system  of  running 
trains  at  a  comparatively  cheap  and 
uniform  rate  of  fares.   But  tkat  is 

Sir  JBtmh(a-d  Samwlton 


not  a  reason  why  we  iriioidS  not  tik« 
precautions  fn  order  to  be  certahi  that 
the  powers  we  grant  to  them  will  fas 
used,  not  only  to  their  own  advantwp, 
but  also  to  tiie  advantage  of  the  pnwe. 
Evidence  was  given  bcmnre  the  Balmy 
Bates  Committee,  which  sat  dnring  tvo 
Sessions,  that  certain  promises,  vliidi 
the  Midland  Bailway  held  oat  vhen 
they  applied  for  an  extension  of  tbeir 
system,  have  not  altogether  been  ful- 
filled .  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fiufs 
of  the  case  myself;  hut  I  think  there 
are  hon.  Members  in  the  House  vho 
will  be  able  to  give  information.opoB 
the  matter.  However  honest  aEailwaj 
Company  may  be,  I  think  it  is  our  dutj 
in  this  House  to  see  that  the  public  in- 
terests are  safeguarded.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion in  which,  at  any  rate,  we  ought  ta 
know  that  the  attention  of  any  Comniit- 
tee  to  whom  the  Bill  may  tte  refened 
will  be  fully  drawn,  and  that  the  intor- 
tions  of  the  House  will  befukyindicatri 
and  dlstinotly  anderstood^namely,  Uiat 
if  increased  powers  are  to  bs  ^en  ti 
this  or  any  other  Bailway  Oompu;, 
some  compensating  advantages  to  the 
publio  win  be  looked  ibr.  FortUsna- 
son  I  beg  to  move  the  Beaolution  wUdi  ' 
I  now  submit.  ' 

Mr.  HICKMAN:  I  rise  for  the  pB^  i 
pose  of  seconding  the  Motion,  and  I  i 
ask  for  that  indulgence  of  the  Hoiue  , 
which  is  usually  accorded  to  those  who  i 
address  it  for  the  first  time.   I  pronist  i 
to  be  as  brief  as  possible.    My  groia^  | 
of  opposition  to  the  Bill  are  quite  ilu-  i 
tinct  and  separate  from  those  of  the  htn-  | 
Baronet.   I  object  to  the  Bill  beeaw  | 
on  a  foimer  occasion,  in  Private  H  | 
legislation,  the  Midland  Bailway  Cob-  i 
pany  held  out  to  the  great  iron  disbi^ 
of  Staffordshire  certain  expectatioas, 
and  gave  certain  pledges,  which  the? 
have  since  altogetner  ignored  and  r^ 
fused  to  carry  out.   The  history  of  A* 
transaction  to  which  I  refer  is  Bhfflflr 
this.    In  1882  a  Bill  was  promottd 
called  the  "Wolverhampton,  "Walsall, «» 
Midland  Junction  Bailway  BiD.  & 
opening  the  case  before  the  Oommci* 
Committee,  Sir  Edmund  Beckett  m 
that  the  object  of  the  line  was  not  to 
serve  mere  local  purposes,  but  to  iutoj- 
duce  tho  Midland  system  into  Staffijn- 
shire.    Although  this  was  nwnin^yj 
Piivate  Bill,  the  Midland  Company 
the  expenses  of  promoting  it,  and  th^ 
have  anee  made  tiie  line.  It  is  iKfV  n 
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theiv  ]^osseB6ion:,-axLd  woi^ed  by.  them. 
Sir  James  AJIport,  the  then  General 
Hanager  at  the  Midland  BoUvav,  in 
his  eTidmoe  before  the  Commoiu  Oem- 
mittee,  was  asked  this  Question — 

"31iftproiBater»aiid  iionmaBton  wjtiiatM 
jon  nt  ta  Wolyerluwipton  tliegr  viU  hsre  a  re- 
dfto^m  of  ratw.  What  is  your  opimcni  of 
thatP" 

The  answer  was — 

"  I  have  alway*  been,  of  «piaion  that  th«  rates 
fd.  the  SoDtb  Staffoxdshiia  district  aratoo  fa%h. 
We  have  had  no  control  of  them.  The  Loadon 
and  llTorth  Weet^  are  the  peo^e  who  have 
fixed  the  ratea,  hut  they  are  too  high." 

In  answer  to  another  Question  8ir 
James  AUport  said — 

"  T  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  in  loofc' 
ing  at  other  iron  districts,  the  Soath  StofTord- 
ehire  rates  are  too  high." 

He  was  asked  if  there  would  be  a  per- 
manent redaction,  and  his  answer  was — 

"Iihonldtbinkso." 
Sir  James  Allport  was  then  asked— 

"Suppose  that  yon  and  the  London  and 
North  Western  Company  got  to  lofrgerfaeadl, 
and  tiben  come  to  an  arraagement ;  woald  that 
arraagement  b«  permanent  or  temporary  ?  " 

Sir  James  Allport  said,  in  reply — 

' '  I  cannot  give  you  a  better  illustration  than 
Tvhat  we  are  aoing,  where  we  have  it  entirely 
in  our  own  hfuads.  We  charge  at  present  from 
the  Staveloy  iroaworbs  to  Ijondon  lOt.  61^.  per 
ton." 

Question— 

"  WhoeompetetwHhyonthcMP" 
Answer — 

"Kohody;  it  is  entirely  on  oar  ownline,  and 
it  IB  ather  lOt.  M.  or  Trom  South  Staf- 
fordshire it  is,  I  believe,  I5t.  I  cannot  giv6 
any  better  answer  than  tlwt." 

Asked— 

"  Wliat  is  the  difference  between  the  dis- 
taocee ;" 

The  answer  was— 

The  distance  from  Btaveloy  to  XiOndon  ie 
l^reatec  than  from  WoWerhamptOD.  Timtshows 
what  the  Midland  Company  do." 

Now,  Staveley  is  149  miles  from  Lon- 
don, and  Birmingham  only  113;  bat 
the  Birmingham  rate  is  15«.  for  118 
miles,  while  the  Stareley  rate  is  only 
1 2«.  Qd.  for  149  miles.  Sir  James  Allport 
repeated  the  same  evidence  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Iiords  ;  and 
be  added  that  bis  Company  had  done 
Tery  little  in  Staffordshire  in  respect  of 
the  I^ndon  trade,  which,  he  said,  was 
owing  to  the  «zoesiri?e  gradients  on 


their  existing  Knee.  He  vaa  aaked  thif . 
Qaestion — 

"If  y*n  oould  get  a  line  more  soitddefor 
the  traffic,  yon  womd  be  iocUned  to  push  that 
trade  to  a Qoncdderable  extents  " 

Answer— 

"Yes."  •  ■ 

Question— 

"  ETen  1^  oompfltiag  rates,  if  necessary  P  '* 
Answer — 

"  Tea ;  there  is  no  reason  why  should  not.'  * 
He  was  then  asked  byEatl  Forteeoae — 

"  Are  the  tfidlandCompaiiy  pre^iared  tobfai^ 
themselves  permanently  to  take  lower  lafea 
under  the  claw  in  the  Act  of  Pariiameiit  t " 

Answer — 

"No;  I  do  not  think  the  Midland  Com- 
pany would,  because  whatever  rates  are  put 
in  a  Bill  of  this  kind  would  be  binding  on 
the  iriiole  Midbuid  qritem.  I  think  the  Mid- 
land Company,  who  have  developed  the  iron- 
stone and  various  trades  upon  their  line,  would 
be  a  guarantee  to  the  trade  that  the  Midland 
Company  would  put  them  on  Uie  same  footing.** 

That  is  to  say,  the  some  footing  as 
Stareley.  Well,  Sir,  when  the  Uidlon^ 
Company  made  that  railway,  the  Iron 
Masters  Association  of  Staffordshire  ap- 
plied to  Sir  James  Allport  to  redeem  the 
pledges  he  had  given.    But  he  said— 

"  We  cannot  without  the  consent  of  other 
Companies ;  we  have  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  other  Companies,  and  without  them 
we  cannot  reduce  oar  rates." 

Kow.  what  we  complain  of  is  that  such 
a  combination  should  have  been  entered 
into.  I  venture  to  say  that  it  Is  an  uu-r 
holy  combination,  because  the  result  of 
it  is  this— that,  although  we  could  easily 
satisfy  a  particular  Company  that  it  ia 
to  their  interest  to  reduce  certain  rates 
and  charges,  they  are  unable  to  do  it» 
bcMuse  mo  other  Companies  with  whom, 
the^  are  acting  will  not  agree.  Suppoee, 
for  instance,  a  trader  goes  to  the  Lon- 
don  and  North-Westam  Bailway  Com- 
pany in  order  to  get  a  rate  between  two 
stations  on  their  One  ;  the  Company  see 
that  their  traffic  would  be  increased  by 
granting  a  rate ;  but  they  cannot  do  it 
without  having  first  obtained  the  con- 
sent of  the  Great  Western  and  the  Mid- 
land Companies.  As  they  are  completing 
with  each  other  for  the  traffic,  it  is  im- 
possible to  obtain  their  consent ;  and  the 
effect  is  that  no  reduced  rates  are  se- 
cured. Originally  there  was  only  one 
railway  to  Liverpool ;  but  since  that  day 
two  other  Compames  have  lines  to  Livor- 
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|KraI.'  KffrettlielMs,  since  this  competi- 
tion has  existed  the  rates  to  tiiTerpool, 
instead  (tf  having-  been  lowered,  have 
been  increased  by  25  per  cent,  and  our 
rates  in  StaffordAire  are  higher  at  this 
moment  to  ports  of  embarkation  than  in 
any  district  in  the  world.  I  believe  that 
there  is  no  ease  in  wbicb  the  charges 
are  so  high  as  in  Soath  Stafibrdshire. 
We  had  uiought  tliafc  when  the  Midland 
Company  obtunod  their  Bill  we  ^ould 
hare  had  some  reducti<m ;  but  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  we  have  got  none.  I 
ask  this  House,  therefore,  to  mark  in  a 
solemn  manner  their  feeling  that  they 
object  to  pledges  of  this  kind  being 
given  if  they  are  to  be  followed  by  a 
refusal  to  carry  them  out.  I  beg,  Bir, 
to  second  the  Besolution  which  has  been 
moved  by  the  hon.  Baronet. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  ont  from  tbe  word  "  That  "  to  the 
end  of  tha  Queation,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"  this  Honse,  whilst  not  uawilling  to  consider 
faronrsbly  an  application  from  the  said  Com- 
pany, under  proper  oonditioos,  fcr  power  to 
maka  arrangemeati  with  other  Companies  tend- 
ing to  economise  the  cost  of  transport  to  the 
Company',  refuses  to  entertain  the  same  as  a 
mero  incident  in  a  Bill  for  misoellaneous  ob> 
jaotfl,  and  nnacoompaoied  by  the  offer  of  any 
oompensating  advantages  to  the  publio. — {Str 
BtrnhmA  SammUon.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
im^iosed  to  oe  left  out  atand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  MAPPIN  :  I  do  not  think  that  the 
arguments  which  have  been  advanced  by 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  moved  and 
seconded  the  Besolution  are  such  as  to 
justify  the  House  in  taking  this  Bill  out 
of  the  ordinary  course.  It  has  been  ad- 
mitted that  the  Midland  Bailway  Com- 
pany have  always  been  desirous  of  con- 
sulting the  interests  of  the  traders. 
This  is  hardly  a  question  which  can  be 
discussed  in  this  Honse;  but  all  ques- 
tions in  regard  to  rates  may  bediecnssed 
before  a  Select  Oommittee ;  and  will  the 
hon.  Members,  or  anybody  else,  say 
that  this  is  a  ^und  for  objecting  to 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  in  order 
to  insert  in  the  measure  provinons  of 
an  unusual  character  ?  We  have  been 
led  to  believe  that  a  Bill  will  be  intro- 
duced shortly  into  the  House  which  will 
deal  specially  with  the  subject  of  the 
railway  rates  of  all  Companies ;  but  if 
questions  of  this  kind  are  to  be  dealt  with 
in  Private  BiJIs,  the  expense  which  will 
be  entailed  upon  the  promoters  of  such 
Ar.  Siehmen 


Frivvte  Bills  wiS  be  enomioni.  IMik 
the  clanaes  -wbioh  are  inserted  in  tin 
Bill,  as  it  now  stands,  ore  very  reason- 
able dauses.  We  must  consider  tbe 
immense  competition  which  Bailway 
Companies  have  to  meet.  We  most 
also  remember  that  these  Oompanies  sie 
compelled  to  run  doily  a  saperSnooi 
number  of  trains,  far  beyond  what  tts 
Companies  require,  in  order  to  sfford 
facilities  fi>r  their  traffic.  I  heliere 
there  are  about  40  passenger  trftitta 
daily  from  Manctfester  to  Xiondon;  and 
when  we  know  that  many  of  these  trains 
are  not  half-filled,  it  is  apparent  that  is 
some  cases  they  do  not  pay  their  work- 
ing expenses.  Under  these  circmn- 
stanoes,  I  do  not  think  the  House  iriQ 
be  prepared  to  say  that  a  dauae  of  thta 
kind  to  compel  Kailway  Companies  to 
make  terms  with  their  competitore  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  securing  the  pubHc 
convenience  ought  to  be  inserted.  The 
clause  as  it  stands  in  the  Bill  is,  I  b^ 
lieve,  a  wide  one ;  but  it  may  be  altered 
in  Oommittee,  and  special  terms  laid 
down  on  whifih  the  Midland  Hailwaj 
might  be  aUe  to  base  its  arruigemnta. 
I  trust  that  the  hon.  Baronet  win  not 
feel  called  upon  to  press  his  ofcrjectiom 
to  this  Bill.  If  the  Bill  is  sent  up  to  a 
Committee  in  the  same  way  as  other 
Private  Bills,  I  believe  that  the  interesti 
of  the  public  will  be  protected,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  the  interests  of  the 
Midland  Bailway  will  also  be  studied. 

Sm  JOSEPH  PEASE :  I  hope  the 
House  will  allow  me,  for  a  few  moments, 
to  refer  to  the  general  question  which 
has  been  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Hickman)  below 
the  Gangway.  I  think  that  he  hashU 
the  nail  on  the  head  in  the  observations 
he  has  made.  He  complains  that  sf^ 
the  traders  of  Staffordshire  had  sup- 
ported the  Midland  Bailway  Company 
in  opposition  to  another  line  they  fulsd 
to  obtain  the  benefits  which  they  hoped 
to  secure  fbr  the  district.  I  believe  Uiat 
Parliament  has  done  great  injuiy 
granting  competing  linea  of  railwav, 
instead  of  regulating  those  which  al- 
ready existed.  The  non.  Member  fat 
the  Hallamshire  Division  of  the  Wert 
Kiding  (Mr.  Ma^ipin)  has  referred  to 
the  fact  that  Railway  Companies  are 
compelled  to  run  duplicate  trains  at  m 
enormous  loss ;  but  so  long  as  t£ii  ia 
the  case,  and  so  long  as  Ihis  nrinoiu 
ayetem  of  competition  is  carried  oo  and 
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asked  for  bj  the  traders,  (lie  trader^  of 
the  couQti;y  vill  have  to  oomplaio.  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Bailway  Companies,  and 
of  the  high  tolls  ohar^ad  by  Companies 
^hich  used  to  run  as  Qompeting  lail- 
vaya,  but  \rho  are  now  conrpelled  to 
vork  in  co-operation.  The  effect  of  al} 
Qur  aystom  of  railway  legislation  has 
been  to  oUige  the  Bailway  Oompanies 
to  raise  douue  and  treble  the  araomit 
of  capital  which  the  counter  requires 
for  the  conveyance  of  its  traffic  If  the 
House  will  allow  \h.ia  Bill  to  go  to  a 
Committee  with  the  Amendment  moved 
by  the  hon-  Member  for  Banbury 
(Sir  Bernhard  Samuelson),  all  these 
questions  will  be  carefully  considered, 
and  the  Midland  Company  enabled  to 
make  arrangements  which  will  suit  the 
interests  of  the  trade. 

Me.  WIGGIN  :  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Banbury  (Sir  Bernhard 
Samuelson)  has  admitted  that  no  Com- 
pany has  acted  more  liberally  and  more 
generously  to  the  public  than  the  Mid- 
land Company.  I  happen  to  know 
something  about  that  Company ;  I  know 
the  Directors  personally;  and  I  know 
that  they  all  feel  that  the  interests  of 
the  Midland  Bailway  are  bound  up  with 
the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  couut 
try.  They  have  done  everything  to  de- 
velop and  imrease  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try. This  Bill  will  givo  increased 
facilities  to  the  Company  for  making 
better  arrangements  with  regard  to 
competing  railways,  by  means  of  which 
a  reduction  in  the  number  of  trains  and 
a  considerable  saving  in  the  working 
expenses  of  the  line  may  be  e£fected. 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
(Mr.  Hickman)  has  a  grievance,  his 
proper  plan  is  to  go  before  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  therefore  I  hope  the  House 
will  take  the  course  in  regard  to  this 
Bill  which  it  usually  takes  on  other 
occasions — that  is,  that  they  will  allow  the 
Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time  and  sent 
to  a  Select  Committee,  before  whom  any 
suggestion,  any  grievance,  or  any  recom- 
mendations will,  doubtless,  be  properly 
attended  to.  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
for  Banbury  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
clause  already  contained  in  the  Bill,  and 
that  he  will  not  press  the  Amendment. 

,  Mr.  MAGXIAC  :  My  hon.  Friend 
who  spoke  after  the  Mover  of  the 
Ajnendjnent  (Mr.  Mappiu)  said  that 
there  was  no  reason  for  taking  this  Bill 
out  of  the  ordinary  course.    14'ow,  I 


think  that  there  is  evciry  {ffl*  doing 
so.  The  Bill  itself  appears  to  involve  «i 
n^w  departure  from  railway  legislation  ; 
and  I  venture  tp  assert  that  in  the  Mid- 
land Counties  there  is  univwsal  dissatis- 
faction as  to  the  way  in  which  those 
counties  are  served  by  the  Hallway  Com- 
panies, There  is  not  one  of  them  which 
has  not  tied  down  and  bound  its  own 
hands  by  agreements  with  otibeor  Com- 
panies whioi  render  it  utterly  impos- 
sible |or  them  to  do  justice  to  the  people 
whose  interests  they  ought  to  serve. 
To-day  we  hear  the  old  story — let  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time,  and  it  can  be 
amended  in  Committee.  We  have  heard 
that  over  and  over  again  in  this  House 
far  the  last  30  years.  A  Bailway  Com- 
pany, be  it  remembered,  goes  into 
a  Parliamentary  Committee  with  the 
money  of  the  shareholders;  it  obtains 
the  most  expensive  legal  advice  that 
can  be  got ;  perhaps  it  gets  beaten  one 
year;  but  it  will  be  found  that  the  next 
year  the  same  measure  is  brought  for- 
ward again.  What  is  the  result  of  this  ? 
Tho  opponents  have  exhausted  their 
means  and  their  money  in  opposing  it 
in  the  first  instance.  Everyone  connected 
with  the  Midland  Company  is  aware  of 
that  faot,  and  knows  very  well  that  it 
has  been  going  on  for  years.  The  Mid- 
land Company  has  been  ae^g  every 
year  for  fresh  legislation ;  not  only  have 
they  dealt  with  the  question  of  rates, 
but  it  is  impossible  to  tell  in  a  Bill  of 
this  sort  what  question  is  not  dealt  with ; 
and  I  defy  anybody  to  say  what  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  may  not  do.  I  think  there 
ought  to  be  some  better  mode  of  ascer- 
taining the  nature  of  tlio  provisions  of 
Private  Bills,  so  that  the  public  may 
know  at  once  what  is  really  goingto  be 
proposed.  I  hope  that  my  hon.  fViend' 
the  Member  for  Banbury  (Sir  Bernhard 
Samuelson)  will  not  take  the  'disuite-<' 
rested  advice  which  has  been  given  to 
him  ;  that  he  will  not  allow  this  Bill  to 
go  into  Committee ;  but  that  he  will  take 
the  sense  of  the  HouR9,^ppnjth|fi^,]i&^-. 
departure  in  taiWay  1^^^UP_9<>.  ' ,  {, 
SibKIOHARI)  FA(^:  X  havfl  io, 
desire  to  find  fmilt  with  the  Tjti.^^^, 
Bailway  Company  for  the  course  ^t  h^^'^ 
taken;  but  I  i^iniply  wish  to  say  tl^i^^ 
wo  have  no  evideuco,  if  the  House  re- 
fuses to  accept  tliis  Itesolutiou,  that  tfaei'^ 
matter  can  be  dealt  with  in  Committee^  ^ 
and  for  this  reason — that  the  iuter^w 
of  the  general  {)ubUcare  uot  repr^9Qf^^[ 
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upon  s  Odmmittee,  nor  do  the  publio 
iippear  before  the  Committee.  The  only 
^uertums  foi^ht  are  the  iaterestB  of 
nral  CompaDies,  and  the  public  have 
nobody  to  support  them,  so  that  It  is  in 
Twn  to  attempt  to  get  their  interests 
oonndered.  It  is  iavariably  the  case 
that  a  Select  Oommittee  upstairs  only 
deals  with  those  questions  which  are 
fought  out  in  the  interests  of  rival  rail- 
ways. I  think  this  is  not  a  Bill  which 
ought  to  go  before  a  Committee  without 
some  such  Resolution  as  that  which  my 
bon.  EViend  has  prepared ;  and  there- 
fore I  give  my  hearty  support  to  tiie 
Amendment. 

This  president  of  thb  BOABD 
oj  TRADE  (Mr.  Muktella)  :  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Banbury  Di- 
vision of  Oxfordshire  (Sir  Bemhard 
Samuelson)  is  perfectly  justified  in  op- 
posing this  Bill  as  it  stands ;  and  unless 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  are  pre- 
pared, as  I  understand  them  to  be,  to 
accept  a  clause  safeguarding  the  in- 
terests of  the  public,  I  shall  certainly 
oppose,  or  ask  the  House  to  postpone, 
tbe  second  reading  of  the  Bill  until  some 
arrangement  with  the  Company  can  be 
made.  This  Bill  contains,  no  doubt, 
powers  of  amalgamation  quite  unprece- 
dented in  an  Omnibus  Bill  ot  this  cha- 
racter. I  do  not  say  that  these  powers 
may  not  be  most  desirable,  not  only  in 
the  interests  of  the  Company,  but  of  the 
public.  No  doubt,  the  prinmple  of  com- 
petition has  in  many  instances  been 
carried  to  an  unreasonable  length.  A 
lar^e  number  of  trains  are  run,  many  of 
which  are  oomparatiTely  empty ;  and  it 
is  time  that  some  better  means  were 
come  to  for  putting  an  end  to  the  waste- 
ful system  of  management  now  pursued 
by  Railway  Companies.  But  this  House 
has  a  right  to  know,  before  assenting  to 
a  Bill  of  this  character,  the  nature  of  the 
arrangements  proposed  by  the  Company ; 
and  we  have  a  right  to  be  told  what  ad- 
vantage the  public  will  derive  from  it. 
A  perfectly  correct  account  has  been 
given  by  the  hon.  Member  for  "Wolver- 
hampton (Mr.  Hickman)  in  regard  to  the 
Midland  Company  and  its  dealing  with 
the  traders  of  South  Staffordshire ;  but 
I  think  that  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Member  would  have  been  more  appro- 
priate on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
which  I  hope  to  introduce  to  the 
House  next  Monday.  This  is,  un- 
doubtedly, a  case  for  iDTestigation  and 
Sir  Stehard  FagH 


inqtury,  and  possibly  a  (Me  fn  the 
consideration  of  the  Railway  Gran- 
missioners  tbemselrea.  A  dauae  hu, 
however,  been  sabmitted  to  t^e  Itul- 
way  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to-day  on  behalf  of  the  Company 
which,  if  introduced  into  the  Bill,  wifi 
provide  tbat  any  agreement  made  imdec 
the  powers  of  the  Bill  shall  ree«Te  tbs 
assent  of  the  Board  <rf  Trade,  oiof  Bome 
tribunal  nominated  by  tiiat  Department. 
That  clause  is  as  f(^owB : — 

"  Any  s^rwiBSnt  mado  ander  t^e  powm  of 
this  Act  shall  lie  snl^ect  to  the  aporDTal  of  tb 
Board  of  Trade  or  a  tribunal  to  m  stMniiutri 
by  them  in  that  bahali  in  manner  provided  I7 
Part  in.  (relating  to  Wivkins  A^aeiB«nli)« 
'  The  Bailvav  Claoaes  CoiMoU£ktiiUL  Ad,  ISO :' 
and  in  conaidering  any  agreement  aabnutteito 
them  for  approval  the  Bwud  of  Trade,  or 
triteori  as  afoteaaid,  ahaU  bare  dm  rwid  to 
the  iatereata  of  the  paldie  and  of  other  nuvtyi, 
and  may  attuch  to  then-  apmoTal  of  any  i^tm- 
ment  such  terma  and  condiUoDs  as  they  naj 
tjiink  necessary  or  jnst  for  Van  pahlio  protactnn 
and  advantage,  and  for  the  security  of  any  oth? 
Railway  Company  or  Oompaniea.'^ 

I  should  not  have  been  prepared  to 
assent  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
if  I  had  not  received  information  from 
the  officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade  that 
this  clause  is  to  be  introduced,  and  that 
they  are  satisfied  with  it.  X  trust  tiat 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
B!allamahire  Division  of  the  West  Biding 
(Mr.  Mappin),  who,  I  believe,  repreunta 
the  Company  here,  will  be  prepared  to 
engage  on  the  part  of  the  Compaoj  that 
if  the  Bill  is  read  a  second  time  thU 
clause  will  be  introduced  into  it  If  oot, 
I  must  certainly  oppose  tiie  second 

TifU'SfAPyTKr :  I  have  no  instroctiou 
to  do  so. 

Ha.  HUNDELLA :  If  any  bon.  Hem- 
ber  on  behalf  of  the  Midland  Company 
will  accept  the  clause,  I  will  aak 
House  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a 
second  time ;  because  I  certainly  con- 
sider that  some  of  the  powers  which  it 
asks  for  are  very  desirable.  I  have  do 
wish  to  protract  the  further  procedure 
in  regard  to  this  Bill,  if  there  is  an  on- 
deretanding  that  this  clause  is  inaerted, 
giving  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  anj  tii- 
bunal  the  Board  of  Trade  might  appoint, 
a  control  over  the  arrangements. 

Me.  J.  "VV.  BARCLAY :  Are  we  to 
understand  that  the  Board  of  Trade  is 
going  to  take  the  responsibility  of  ^ 
senting  to  a  contemplated  amalguaatKm 
between  the  Midland  BaUway  Oompur 
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and  other  Companies  ?  I  ^r.  Hcn- 
SELLA. :  No ;  not  at  all.']  If  tEat  were  so, 
I  think  the  opposition  to  tiie  Bill  shoula 
"be  continued.  I  think  it  ijs  impossihle 
to  follow  this  Bill  clau«e  by  clause  in  a 
discuaeion  upon  the  second  readiog ;  and 
I  think  the  be^  course  would  be  to 
-withdraw  the  Amoadmenton  the  undor- 
etanding  that  we  reserve  the  right  of 
oppoaiog  the  Bill  when  it  comes  back  to 
us  on  &6  Report  of  the  Committee. 
There  would  also  be  a  further  under- 
etandiug  that  the  Board  of  Trade  will 
appear  before  the  Comraittee  in  order  to 
see  that  this  clause  is  inserted  in  the 
Bill,  whioh,  in  their  opinion,  wiU  fully 
protect  the  interests  of  the  public.  If 
the  interests  of  the  publio  are  hereafter 
found  not  to  be  protected  by  that  clause, 
it  wiU  be  open  for  any  hon.  Member  to 
oppose  the  Bin  on  B«port. 

kn.  8TAYELET  HILL :  We  have 
only  at  present  the  Bill  before  us ;  and 
althougn  tha  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has 
placed  before  us  a  clause,  we  have  not 
yet  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it.  The 
right  hon.  Qentleman  further  tells  the 
House  that  the  Bill  which  he  is  going 
to  introduce  on  Monday  is  likely  very 
eeriouely  to  affect  this  ^ueation.  Then, 
what  I  wish  to  propose,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, is  a  course  which,  I  venture 
to  think,  will  meet  the  urgency  of  the 
case.  Certainly,  I,  for  one,  am  not  pre- 
pared, having  only  juBt  heard  the  clause 
read,  to  accept  it.  I  would  therefore 
propose  that  the  debate  bo  adjourned 
for  the  purpose  of  aflfording  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
'  together  with,  the  clause  referred  to  by 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
—{Mr,  StavtUy  Bill.) 

Uotion  i^rnd  to. 

Debate  atfjournei  till  Tuetiay  next. 

BELFAST  MAIN  DKATXAGE  BILL. 
RESOLUTION. 

Me.  SEXTON,  in  rising  to  move- 

"  (1.)  niat  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
miUee  on  the  Belfast  Main  Drainage  Bill,  that 
they  do  insert  in  the  Bill  Clausea  for  the  fol- 
lowing purposes :  — 

To  animilate  the  Municipal  fraochise  of 
the  borough  of  Belfast  to  the  existing 
Parlmmentary  franchise ;  ' 
To  MiaUe  erety  sersoa  qnaUSed  to  vote  at 
 a  Mnoidfal  UfqUon  In  Belfast  to  be 


a  candidate  for  olectioa  to  the  office  of 
conncillor  or  alderman  ; ' 
To  conBtitnte  the  preutDt  boaiuluy  of  the 
■Eartfamaotary  borough  ol  B^ust  .th« 
boundary  of  the  Municipal  borongh,  aii4 
to  direct  and  provide  for  a  now  aivision 
of  the  MuDicipal  borough  into  wttfd^ 
as  recommend  in  the  Report  of  the 
Hanioipal  Boondaries  (Irelaad)  CmomtB* 
•ion,  dated  the  27th  of  June48S2,  and 
to  authorize  a  proportionate  increase  in 
the  number  of  aldermen  and  coundllors : 
To  provide  for  an  entire  now  election  of  all 
the  aldermen  and  ooundllora  of  the 
borough,  upon  the  refotmeil  frandiiw^ 
within  the  ^«wnt  year. 
"  (!^}  That  it  be  an  loBtraction  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  they  do  strike  out  of  the  Bill  such 
clauses  at  do  not  relate  to  the  Main  Drainage 
Scheme." 

said  :  In  moving  these  Eosolutions  I 
wotild  venluii'  respectfully  (o  .solicit  for 
this  mattei-  tlie  particular  attention  of 
the  House. , ,  Th^.  (^CQajsibii  is  sm^laxly 
exceptional,  for  ftitbpng& "^ii  If.t'^Smlfi 
directed  immediately  to  the  matter  of 
FriTate  Bal,  u  will  be  found  to  have  a 
bearing,  and  an  importai^|^,^b^i{iigf''it 
tbe  present  juncture,  upQ:pi  .th^'J^reBt 
public  ^uefifiop,^o|,the  looal  goveiiitti'ent 
of  town  communities' in  Ireland,  '^e 
Bill  referred  to  in  tlio  Tlfolion  is  a  Bill 
promoted  hy  tke  Town  Cuuiuil  of  Bul- 
faet  for  the  purpose  of  osccutiag  a  main 
drainage  eclicnio.  Tho  Town  Council 
has  been  pnldlin^'  witli  tlio  subject  of 
main  draiiiago  fur  llic  ];ist  <|uarhu'  of  a 
century;  (uhI  tJic  ri'siilt  nf  their  exploits 
u^on  thiaquestion,  logislativo  and  other- 
wise, was  summed  up  the  other  day  with 
general  assent  at  a  x:>ublic  meeting  of  the 
ratepayers  of  that  town,  when  a  speaker 
said  that  tho  Corporation  of  Belfast  ij^tte 
the  chief  polluters  of  river  and  SwTm 
the  Three  ^ngdoms.  I  do  not  propose 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  scheme,  ex- 
cept to  say  that  it  rests  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  one  solitary  engineer ;  that  it  is 
opposed  by  many  engineers  ;  that  it  was 
emphaticallycondemned  20  years  ago  by 
a  Commission  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Local  Harbour  Board ;  and  that  the 
general  drift  of  the  local  opinion  is  that 
this  scheme,  if  carried  into  efifeot,  would 
create  in  the  vicinity  of  Belfast  a  vast 
cesspool,  which  would  endanger  the 
public  health ;  and,  finally,  that  although 
the  Corporation  only  propose  to  expend 
£150,000  on  this  project,  good  judges 
think  that  the  scheme,  if  it  is  ever  car- 
ried into  effect,  will  cost  the  good  roimd 
sum  of  £500,000  in  addition  to  the  debt 
of  £500^000  now  resting  upon  the  Oor. 
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poration.  Hy  object,  hoverer,  is  not  to 
otscnes  the  s^eme,  but  to  point  out  the 
consittution  and  oondtiet  of  the  Govern- 
ing Body  of  B^aat,  and  to  urge 
House  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  re- 
forming the  conduct  of  the  Corporation 
of  Belmst  in  the  only  way  open  to  the 
House,  by  reforming  ita  constltntion. 
^e  fact  which  I  will  place  in  the  fore- 
ground in  respect  to  the  local  govern- 
nrtBt  of  Belfast  is  this— that  there  are 
three  Ijoeal  Boards  in  Belfest,  and  that 
thia  Bill  fs  promoted  by  one  of  tbem, 
-while  the  other  two  oppose  it.  The  Bilt 
is  promoted  by  the  OoTporati(»i,  and  it 
is  opposed  by  the  Water  Board  and  by 
theHarbonr  Board;  eothat  thecondi- 
tioa  of  local  government  in  Belfast  is 
l^ie — ^tfaat  these  three  Boards,  instead 
of  Mtisibly  agreeing  among  themselves 
at  home  by  appointing  arbitrators  or  by 
some  other  method,  have  changed  the 
Boene  of  conflict  from  Belfast  to  £ondon ; 
and  we  are  now  about  to  engage  a  bat- 
talion of  oouQsel  and  an  army  of  wit- 
neseea  to  fight  out  their  disagreements 
by  the  cumbersome  and  costly  method 
provided  by  this  House  for  the  business 
of  Private  Bill  legislation,  with  the 
reaoH  that  the  vrhole  costs  of  tbi?  pro- 
longed litigation  will  fall  ultimatelj,  in 
one  form  or  another,  upon  the  unfortu- 
nate rat«>ayers  of  Belfast  But  cost  is 
no  consiaeration  to  the  Town  Oounoil  of 
BeUhst ;  In  faot.  I  must  eay  the  Town 
Council  of  Belfaet  appear  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  what  I  wonld  call  a  mania  for 
legislation.  How  many  local  Acts  have 
the  Corporation  passed  in  40  years? 
The  House  will  be  astonished  to  find 
that  they  have  passed  no  less  than  14, 
I  brieve  it  would  be  hard  to  find  any- 
thing to  compare  with  that  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  legislation  of  any  Manioipa- 
lity  in  the  Kingdom.  Tho  expenditure 
in  Parliamentary  costs  which  this  Cor- 
poration has  placed  on  the  town  of  Bel- 
laat  in  one  generation  ia  £150,000 ;  and 
I  am  driven  to  the  conclusion  from  the 
faot  that  thrae  muet  be  some  official 
person  or  persons  concerned  with  the 
Town  Oonncil  of  Belfast  who  find  it 
convenient  to  promote  Bills  in  thia 
House  year  after  yeari  and  who  find  it 
desirable  to  spend  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  the  ratepayers*  money 
under  the  agreeably  vague  and  general 
heading  of  '*  Parliamentaiy  costs." 
Seven  of  the  14  local  Acta  have  been 
passed  within  tiie  last  SO  years,  about 
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which  time  the  Town  Coundl  began  to 
consider  the  question  of  main  draioag*. 
I  want  to  know  why  the  qwmtion  of 
main  drainage  wae  not  dealt  with  in  any 
of  these  Aote  ?  The  last  Aet  passed  by 
the  Town  Oounoll  was  in  1884.  It  «u 
a  very  conBiderAble  meaeitre.  It  cost  a 
great  deal  of  money.  Why  did  not  the 
Town  Counsil  of  Belfast  mratsra  their 
main  drahiage  ecbeme  and  indnds  it  it 
that  measure ;  or  why  did  they  aot 
postpone  tiie  Bill  until  the  main 
drainage  edieme  was  matm^  in* 
stead  of  placing  the  cost  of  tvo 
considerable  measures  upon  the  rate- 
payers of  the  town  ?  I  am  entitled  io 
emphasize  the  faot,  at  the  same  tun^ 
that  Belfast  is  suffering  at  the  preB«if 
moment  from  acute  dfepression  of  trade, 
and  that  the  bulk  of  the  persons  who 
have  to  pay  the  cost  of  these  proceeding* 
find  it  very  hard  indeed  to  procure  tLs 
means  of  subsistence.  I  have  also  ta 
complain  that  the  ratepayers  of  Belfast 
were  not  consulted  in  reference  to  this 
Bill;  they  have  not  been  afforded  hy  the 
Town  Council  an  opportunity  of  holding 
a  public  meeting  to  consider  the  Bill 
and  criticize  this  scheme,  or  of  offering 
any  alternative  scheme  or  schemes.  It 
is  no  easy  thing  in  Belfast  to  find  men 
of  different  religious  creeds  agreeing 
upon  any  public  questi^m ;  font  the 
question  now  before  the  House  I  am  is 
a  position  to  say  that  the  great  mesa  of 
the  people  of  all  religious  creeds  ate  tb- 
Bolut^y  of  one  opinion,  and  ttiat  thrf 
opinion  is  against  the  Corporation.  [Sir 
Jaues  Ooret  :  No,  no  !]  It  is  proper 
to  observe  that  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
was  lately  expelled  from  the  representa- 
tion of  Belfast  says  "  No  !  "  He  is,  I 
suppose,  taking  a  Christian  revenge  on 
those  who  rejected  him.  Two  pn^ 
meetings  of  ratepayers  have  been  bsid 
in  Belfast  in  the  course  of  the  last  six 
weeks— one  of  them  attended  by  Pro- 
testants in  Bt.  (Jeorge's  Hall,  and  one 
attended  by  Catholics  in  St.  Hsrj'i 
Hall ;  and  at  both  meetings  thecondw* 
of  the  Corporation  in  reference  to  this 
matter  was  strongly  condemned.  At 
the  meeting  in  Bt.  George's  H«U,  ontfa« 
39th  of  Jannaiy,  this  Be8olntio&  vsa 
passed — 

'•That  we  we  ifreiiglrof  opiiiiMia*tW«* 
the  Corporation  proceeded  to,  tiUin  PwliMioi- 
tary  powora  to  carry  out  Mch  aii  erieiwTe 
scheme  of  MwengS  h  that  wldch 
Ulon  ParliMBMLt  wtaOhiff  MkmAimm*' 
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penditure,  ibey  ought  to  Mve  publial,y  offflrad 
a  prizQ  of  £100  fair  the  beat  plan." 

Mr.  Daawoody,  the  moTer  of  tbo  re- 
solution,  said  tiiat  if  the  seheme  should 
turn  oui  a  failure  it  would  do  inGnitelj 
more  harm  than  at  the  best  it  could 
poenbly  do  good ;  and  that,  therafore, 
the  OounoU  ought  to  take  time  axid  do 
tbe  t^iag  well  and  propevly.  At  the 
meetiog  in  St.  Hary'a  Hall  on  the  Ut 
of  February  the  OhainDan  aaid  that — 

"They  bad  no-  Toice  Iq  Hie  drafting  of  fide 
Bill ;  that  they  had  no  repmentatioa  in  the 
TovxL  Council  to  apeak  on  behalf  of  the  worldng 
men  of  Belfast ;  and  Uiat  thuy  looked  upon  the 
works  and  improvementa  of  tiie  Coanoil  vith 
the  greatest  suspicion." 

Ur.  James  Dempsey,  a  prominent,  citi- 
zen of  Belfast,  said — 

"  I  do  not  think  it  long  nnce  the  Town 
Councillon  of  Hull  were  mulctod  in  a  largo 
■urn  of  money  for  Introduciog  a  Btll  withoot 
csUing  a  town  meeting  to  ask  tho  approbation 
of  the  people,  ^rhe  Town  CodbciI  h&Ta  no 
public  ^irit ;  it  is  simply  the  arrangement  of  a 
petty  clique  meeting  monthly  in  public  and 
ocoaaion^jr  in  Committees.  This  Bill  was 
concocted  iti  Committee  ;  it  has  not  been  dis- 
ctiased  in  pnbllo,  and  it  bas  been  pttbliahed  in 
cmly  one  newtp^wr.  I  wrote  to  Hr.  Uaslatt, 
and  w«t  unahlft  to  get  s  copy  o£  it." 

Aiiother  gmtleman^  Mr.  HeHagb, 
afud.»— 

*'  If  this  measure  regtrdiBg  drainage  were  a 
good  on«  th*  Conncil  might  have  let  the  xat*< 
payers  know  what  it  was.  It  would  hare  done 
no  harm  to  have  called  a  meeting  of  ratepayers 
to  see  if  it  could  have  stood  the  %ht  of  day." 

It  cannot  stand  the  light  of  day ;  and 
the  ratepayers  of  Belfast,  through  me, 
hATe  petitifMied  this  Hoase  against  the 
BilL  I  desire  to  say  that  they  would 
have  opposed  the  Bill  in  the  regular  way 
were  it  not  that  the  crisis  through  which 
they  are  pasung,  the  Bhriokiog  of  in- 
comes, and  the  great  poverty  prevailing 
in  the  town,  has  prevented  them  on  this 
occasion,  as  in  former  years,  from  op- 
posing the  Bill  by  counsel  and  witnesses 
in  the  regular  way.  They  are  unable, 
at  this  moment,  from  their  poverty  to  do 
this.  I  have,  however,  presented  a 
Petition  from  the  ratepayers  to  this 
House;  and  I  thijik  that,  under  the 
oinmmstances,  I  am  justified,  and  that  it 
is  ray  duty  io  the  interest  of  these  rat»* 
payers,  to  direct  the  attention  of  &e 
House  to  the  matter.  The  Town  Ooun- 
oil  in  Belflast,  with  rafereiice  to  this 
question,  have  pursued  towards  the  rate- 
payers a  policy  which  I  must  describe  as 
a  pdioy  M  stealth  j  and  in  the  House  of 


Commoqs  they  have  pursued,  not  a 

fiolicy  of  stealth,  but  a  policy  ^f  head- 
ong  haste.  The  first  reading  was  taken, 
undoubtedly,  before  the  Becess  occa- 
sioned by  the  change  of  Qovernrneut ; 
but  the  second  reading  was  taken  with- 
out the  ordinary  and  effective  Notice  to 
Members  of  the  House,  being  snatched 
on  the  very  day  the  House  re-a6semble4 
after  the  Becess  by  an  inpromptu 
Motion  without  Notice,  .at  a  momant 
when  the  Ixish  Members,  who  wene  well 
IcDowB  to  take  a  deep  interesfe  iii  tihe 
BiUi  had  not  the  slightest  idea  tibat  it 
was  intended  to  ruui  it  through  the 
House.  Saoh  a  pjraotice  owy  be  dever 
and  may  be  sly,  but  it  sometimes  def 
feats  itself.  If  the  ratepayers  had  xe- 
ceived  proper  notice  of  the  second 
reading  of  the  BUI  I  should  not  have 
troubled  the  House  with  this  opposi- 
tion ;  but  tho  second  reading  was  cleverly 
soatohed,  and  that  fact  will  insure  that 
the  BilL  will  receive  much  more  vigilant 
conuderatlon  in  all  its  further  stages,  if 
ever  it  reaches  any  further  stage — a 
itiatter  in  regard  to  which  I  entertain  a 
very  considerable  doubt.  I  aak  the 
House  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  re* 
forming  the  constitution  of  the  QoTevni . 
ing  Body  of  Belfast ;  and  the  only  w^y 
in  which  it  oan  be  reformed  is  ay-  exr 
tending  the  municipal  firanohiee,  and 
giving  the  people  of  Belfost  the  right  of 
deciding  what  schemes  shall  be  carried 
out  for  the  future  benefit  of  the  \own. 
Now,  the  population  of  Belfast .  is 
250,000.  It  has  a  municipal  income 
of  £200,000  annually,  and  a  debt  of 
£750,000.  The  Farhamentary  voters 
number  32,000 ;  but  how  stands  the 
municipal  franchise  ?  The  Chaiiman  of 
the  meeting  at  St.  Geor^'s  Hall,  on 
the  29th  of  January,  Boid-— 

"There  is  in  this  town  a  population  of 
250,000  sods.  Less  than  6,00U  of  that  2^0,000 
are  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of  those  who 
have  charge  of  the  rates.  Forty  persons  con- 
stitute the  Town  Council.  These  10  people  are 
sufficiently  shrewd  in  the  mauagoment  of  their 
own  conoemi  and  in  the  diapoiu  of  thrir  own 
f  anda  to  their  «mploy£»  ;  but  how  different  it  is 
when  they  are  dipping  their  hands  into  the 
money  of  the  ratepayers." 

The  CSiairman  of  the  meeting  eaid — 

"  The  DHUiisipal  frawdibe  is  a  fletitioias  iraa- 
diisa.   Oat  ^  almost  260,000  of  a  popalation 

only  about  6,700  hare  a  voice  in  the  election  of 
Town  OoundUors.  It  is  a  franchise  for  the 
extensive  proprietors  of  house  property,  and  not 
for  working  men,  und  we  are  datermiaed  to 
opposs      Bill  unless  a  claoM  ii  inauted  in.  it 
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to  aMinubtts  ilM  mnudpAl  to  ih*  FuJiamMi- 

tary  fnmchise." 

Mr.  James  Dempeej  said  til*  irandbise 
in  the  boroughs  limits  tiie  iMnieipal 
Toiers  to  scanfrUung  Uka  5,000.  There 
are  in  that  6,000  between  1,000  and 
3,000  OatiioUcs,  who  hare  nerer  bad  a 
member,  and  who  hare  been  as  cer- 
tainly diafranchised  during  the  last  25 
years  aa  those  who  lire  in  liotoaea  under 
the  £  10  valuation.  There  are  50O  or  600 
others  who  are  independent  men,  and 
repudiate  and  condeimn  erery  action  of 
the  Oonneil,  so  that  poffltively  it  ie  a 
small  clique  nombering  fUwnt  3,000 
who  hare  costrol  of  all  the  streets  and 
public  buildings,  all  our  sewage  ar- 
raugements,  our  parks  and  cetneteriea, 
the  employment  of  all  the  men  in  the 
Borrice  of  the  Corporation,  and  the 
mtire  expenditure  of  this  lawe  sum  of 
£200,000.  In  short,  althoagh  there  are 
in  Belfast  250,000  persons  entitled  to 
vote  m  the  election  of  a  Member  of  this 
House,  there  is  only  one  in  10  who 
has  any  effectiTe  share  m  the  eleotion 
of  the  Town  Council.  Sooh  is  the  f  ran- 
ohiee;  and  what  is  the  resiUt?  The 
Council  is  composed  entirely  ot  men  of 
one  Party,  one  creed,  one  social  grade. 
I  say  that  is  composed  entirely  of  men 
of  one  Party.  I  admit,  indeed,  that 
there  is  one  out  of  the  40  who  is  de- 
scribed as  a  Liberal ;  but  that  gentleman 
was  admitted  when  it  became  known 
that  I  would  be  a  candidate  for  one  of 
the  Parliamentary  Biriaious,  for  it  was 
seen  that  in  order  to  defeat  me  it  was 
necessary  to  capture  the  Liberal  vote 
and  admit  a  Liberal.  The  Council  oon- 
aists  not  only  of  one  Party,  but  of  ono 
•reed.  There  is  not  a  single  Catholic 
in  it;  md,  indeed,  there  never  was. 
There  are  70,000  in  the  town.  There 
are  10,000  CathoHes  who  ara  Parlia- 
memtaay  votars,  and  between  1,000  and 
3,000  Catholio  burgesaes.  Tet  that 
large  tAaaa  of  people  hvn  not  one  soli- 
tary voice  tn.  the  Town  Oonnoil.  It  also 
consists  not  only  of  men  of  one  Party 
and  men  of  one  oreed,  but  of  men  of 
one  grade  —  men  whose  personal  in- 
terests—and I  say  it  boldly— whose 
personal  intwests  in  the  matter  of 
municipal  taxation  are  directly  op- 
posed to  the  interests  of  the  mass 
of  the  people.  This  Council  transact 
their  business  practically  in  prirate.  By 
private  committees  tiiey  fix  the  rates, 
accept  tihe  contracts,  order  the  works, 
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pnMiUa  their  Bills,  act  wifiuntk  amtiDl 
or  criticisDt  and  wkbont  respoaeibiUtx, 
and  the  yoUio  maettitgs  of  tiie  CoqqoI 
are  mere  empty  show,  litilde  better  than 
a  mere  paradis.  They  have  lanshsd 
large  aunts  of  nu»ey  on  the  weallhj  and 
fa^iosubble  portions  of  the  town  when 
members  the  To  vn  Ccnaeii  rfiiide  ssd 
carry  on  thev  buKttess.  BTMyoBa-vho 
walks  through  the  town,  as  for  as  fbs 
working  men's  districts  are  coroemd, 
and  sees  the  watching,  paving,  and 
lighting  ot  those  distrtots,  knows  from 
the  eviaeooe  of  one  or  ms>T&  of  his  ovs 
senaea  that  the  interests  and  rightB«f 
the  working  olassas  and  artisans  hm 
been  grossly  and  discreditably  negled«d. 
I  have  judged  and  condemned  the  Cor- 
poration of  B^ast,  and  I  urge  the  se- 
cesstty  of  reform  on  two  epecnal  gro)»dg 
— first,  their  action  so  far  as  the  qaei* 
ticm  of  the  salaries  of  their  officials  is 
coDowoed ;  abd,  secondly,  the  inoideaee 
of  rates.  What  ia  the  local  feeUiig  in 
regard  to  the  aaluies  ot  offioialB?  I4t 
me  give  it  in  a  few  m»ds  iron  dM 
aotiee  conveming  cme  of  the  piddk 
meetings — 

"  A  tmiTOrBal  wave  of  deprcsanm  ha  bea 
pnssini^  over  the  whole  ccnxniTy,  and  BeUuA,  ia 
commoa  vith  othnr  ocotros  of  i&daetiT,  u 
faring  from  its  effects.  The  wages,  sa4  oam- 
queotty,  the  spending  power  of  Uiq  pe(^e,b*n 
beon  tedaced.  Bfony  of  the  Town  Coundllan, 
who  hsTe  reduced  the  wages  of  their  owa  TOi- 
people,  are  amongst  those  who  are  mM  eager 
to  advance  the  salaries  of  many  of  the  Corpon- 
tioa  offidaU,  porticulatly  that  of  the  Town 
Cletk,  who  now  receives  £2,075  a-year  out  of 
the  rates  of  the  town." 

The  Town  Clerk  of  the  capital  cit;  of 
Ireland  receives  only  £800,  while  the 
Town  aerk  of  Belfast  receives  £3,07!. 
It  was  £2,000  on  the  1st  of  Janosij 
last ;  but  in  the  middle  of  a  crisis  foUov- 
Ing  12  mouths'  depression,  in  which  the 
wwking  men  of  the  town  had  had  to 
submit  to  five  euco^ive  reductions  of 
their  wages,  this  Town  Council  added 
the  trifle  of  £75  to  the  akeady  eoortsooG 
salary  of  the  Town  Clerk.  The  Town 
Clerk  of  Belfast  must  certainly  bearerr 
marvellous  personage.  He  receiw  ■ 
larger  salary  than  the  able  and  dislia- 
guished  gwtleman  who  holds  the  poa- 
tion  of  Clerk  to  the  House  of  ConiBMB* 
He  receives  a  largcar  salary  than 
British  Under  Secretary  of  Statfli 
larger  than  the  Under  Secretary. 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ixelandi  aad  I 
assured  that  if  tbMt  aohene  em  ^^"^ 
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this  Town  CSerk  is  to  have  £500  mora 
added  to  his  salary,  and  ha  Till  then 
enjoy  the  distinctifm  of  baviag  a  lai^er 
Bslarr  than  the  hon.  Oentleman  who 
will  Kave  to  reply  to  me,  the  Deputy 
Speaker  of  the  Hovse  of  Gommooa. 
Indeed,  I  am  told  that  the  admirers  of 
the  Town  Olwk  oif  Belfast  do  not  intend 
to  rMt  until  he  rsoeives  a  salary  of 
£3,000,  which  would  involTo  44.  in  the 
pound  on  the  ratepayers ;  and  when  he 
gets  that  salary  he  may  indeed  be  said 
to  hare  attained  the  height  and  pinnacle 
«f  mtinioSpal  glory.  A  speaker  at  the 
meeting  in  St.  George's  Hall  explained 
the  position  thus.    He  said — 

"NodouMTown  Clerk  Black  is  mastor  of 
tH©  Conncil,  and,  of  conree,"  [added  this  intelli- 
gent gentleman]  "  If  a  man  is  his  own  pay- 
master, we  may  not  be  Mtoniah«d  if  he  is  paid 
a  lai^  salary." 

Well,  it  appears  that  the  Town  Conncil 
has  been  going  from  bad  to  worse.  I 
find  it  stated  that  in  former  times  it  has 
been  the  universal  practice  of  tlie  Town 
Council  to  take  mbo  consideration  the 
salaries  of  its  officials  early  in  Norember, 
and  thus  allow  the  ratepayers  a  dear 
month's  notice  of  what  was  to  be  done 
in  the  following  year.  What  did  they 
do  in  this  case  ?  They  set  aside  the 
Standing  Order,  and  postponed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  until  the  1st 
of  January,  and  then  they  pushed  it 
forward  without  giving  notice,  and  the 
proceedings  were  bom,  baptized,  and 
con&nncd  at  a  sahstantial  luncheon  on 
that  day.  The  Corporation  have  made 
free  with  the  ratepayers'  money,  and 
th^  hare  done  it  at  such  a  time  end  in 
BudtL  a  manner  as  to  suggest  plainly  that 
in  Uinr  consoienoes  they  condemned  the 
action  they  were  taking.  Will  this 
House  hesitate  about  taking  the  oppor- 
tuni^  now  affinded  by  this  Bill,  of  re- 
forming the  municipal  government  of 
Belfast,  and  thus  putting  an  end  to  a 
state  of  things  such  as  I  have  described, 
in  the  midst  of  a  oommnnity  of  working 
men  who  find  it  hard  to  live  and  yet 
have  to  pay  the  Town  Olerk  a  salary 
equal  to  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of 
an  important  Dependency  of  the  British 
Bmpire  ?  I  also  appeal  to  the  House  on 
the  ground  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
municipal  rates  have  been  administered. 
The  whole  fiscal  policy  of  the  Town 
Conncil  of  Belfast  for  40  years  has  been 
to  lower  differential  and  raise  aniform 
ntet — to  lower  the  rates  which  boar  on 


the  wealthy  man  and  increase  those 
which  press  heavily  on  the  poor  man. 
Forty  years  ago  thwe  was  in  Belfast  a 
differential  rate  for  police  purposes  of 
It.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  the  poorest  ol&as 
of  holdings— those  valued  under  £30. 
That  rate  is  now  It,  Bd.  Forty  years 
ago  that  rate  on  the  wealUiieBt  olass  of 
buildings  vaiaed  at  over  £60  was  4«.  6tf. 
in  Ae  pound ;  now  it  is  3i.  4^  in  the 
pound.  The  Oorporation  have  increased 
the  rate  on  the  working  man  and  taken 
off  on»*third  from  the  rich.  Sule  by 
side  with  this  another  process  has  gone 
on.  Since  1865  a  uniform  rate— the 
general  purposes  rate— was  esti^Hahed, 
and  it  pressed  equally  on  the  houses  of 
the  poor  and  rich.  It  gave  the  poor 
man  no  relief.  Outside,  in  the  districts 
not  watched  and  lighted,  that  was  It.  Gd. 
in  the  pound ;  it  is  now  28.,  and  the  Cor- 
poration are  now  endeavouring  by  this 
Bill  to  make  it  2s.  Cd.  The  rate  for 
watched  and  lighted  districts  hsjs  been 
2«.  in  the  pound  ;  now  it  is  2».  8<f.,  and 
the  Oorporation  propose  to  make  it 
Si.  4d.  In  other  words,  in  the  course 
40  yean  they  have  token  one^hitd  off 
the  taxati<m  of  the  wealthy  men,  of 
whose  otaes  the  Coundl  are  composed, 
and  they  now  propose  to  add  two-thk^s 
to  the  taxation  of  the  poor  men,  who  are 
the  petitioning  ratepayers,  whose  claims 
I  am  now  urging  because  they  have  not 
the  money  and  the  means  of  opposing 
this  BUI  by  witnesses  before  the  Com- 
mittee. I  am  supported  in  my  condem- 
nation of  the  course  taken  by  the  Town 
Council  by  one  of  the  Members  for  Bel- 
fast— refer  to  the  hon.  If  ember  for  the 
East  Division  (Mr.  De  Cobain) — whose 
authority  on  the  subject  is  of  great 
value,  for  he  occupied  for  many  years 
the  important  position  of  Treasurer  to 
the  Town  Council  of  Belfast.  I  believe 
I  am  right  in  saying  that  that  hon. 
Member  left  that  position  because  he 
happened  to  have  a  mind  of  his  own,  a 
possession  which,  in  dealing  with  the 
Town  Council  of  Belfast,  was  inconve- 
nient, and  made  the  position  of  the  pos- 
sessor rather  precarious.  Bat  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Belfast  has  written  a 
letter,  in  whidi  he  says — 

"  The  police  rate,  whicli  ia  now  the  only  dif- 
ferential rate,  has  shrunk  to  one-half  its  former 
proportioas,  while  the  general  purposes  rate,  a 
rate  straok  for  tb«  paving  sad.  sawaiag  of  Uie 
town,  mainly  is  charged  witlt  two-thirds  of  the 
oost  of  the  police  force  in  order  that  differential 
isBng  may  ba  xsdnoed  and  uniform  rating  pn)« 
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portionally  incceaNd.  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  iDcidenee  of  taxfttton  mi|^t  fall  more  hesriljr 
enthe  dwoUiagtvftbofoCir.*'  i 

I  will  8um  up  by  a  reference  to  the 
speech  of  the  Chairman  at  the  -meeting 
in  St.  George's  Hall.   He  Baid— 

''The  honMhoUors  and  ratepayers  of  Belfast 
are  totally  exliatisteil  by  paym^  the  rates,  and 
tiie  lutdlordc  of  the  hotises  are  <mltged  to  lAiarge 
Un  tmaot  a  )ugh  rmt— a  not  which  is  per- 
fectly unendurahle. .  la  the  locality  ia  whioh  I 
live  house  rent  which  20  years  ago  was  li.  Gtf. 
a-week  is  now  it.  Qd.  g-week  on  accoant  of  the 
ntes." 

I  condemn  tho  system  of  local  taxation 
as  being  unjust  and  iniquitous,  and  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  the  House  that  it 
has  already  been  emphatically  con- 
demned'by  two  Committees,  which,  by 
their  composition,  were  of  great  autho- 
rity, one  being  presided  over  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Edinburgh.  (Mr.  Goschen),  and  the  other 
by  the  rigbt  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach),  the  present  I^eader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. I  rest  my  claim  to  the  assimi- 
lation of  the  Municipal  and  Parliamen- 
tary franchises  in  Belfast  upon  this  fact 
— and  I  beg  the  attention  of  tho  Chair- 
man of  Committees  (Mr.  Courtney)  to  it 
— that  this  House  four  years  ago,  and 
Parliament  four  years  a^o,  by  the  Eng- 
lish Municipal  Corporations  Act,  applied 
the  principle  for  wnich  I  now  appeal  to 
all  the  boroughs  in  England.  I  further 
say  that  this  House  has,  in  several  Ses- 
sions, by  the  passage  of  the  Irish  Muni- 
cipal Franchise  Act,  endeavoured  to 
apply  the  principle  for  which  I  now  ask 
to  all  boroughs  in  Ireland.  I  pass  on  to 
point  out  that  what  I  ask  to  be  applied 
to  Belfast  has  been  for  many  years  the 
law  in  the  borough  of  Dublin.  And, 
lastly,  I  say  that  this  House  last  year 
took  advantage  of  tbe  introduction  of  a 
Private  Bill  by  the  Bathmines  Town- 
ship Board  to  pass  a  clause  popularizing 
the  franchise  in  the  sense  of  my  present 
Motion,  and  that  clause  is  now  part  of 
the  operative  law,  and  has  worked  with 
most  salutary  effect.  I  ask  the  House 
to  follow  out  in  this  case  the  policy  they 
adopted  last  year  in  the  case  of  the 
township  of  Eathmines.  Next,  I  ask 
tbat  the  property  qualification  shall  be 
removed,  and  I  think  everyone  will 
admit  that  it  is  absurd  to  place  in  the 
path  of  municipal  voters  a  property  bar 
which  no  loDger  exists  00  far  as  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  axe  oonoerned.  Tbe 

Mr.  Sextm 


chief  defect  injthe  town  of  Bedfast  ia  the 
dead  level  of  uniformity;  but  if  my 

Eropositionregardin^^Uie  property  qoali- 
cation  be  adopted«..the  wwi  vul  peto 
produce  in  the  Councit  mora  adeooBte 
representation  of  £he  varietj  of  cuUsei 
and  the  diversity  of  interests  existiog  in 
the  town,  aause  11  of  the  Act  of  1881 
provides  that — 

"  Every  pervon  ihaU  b«  Qualified  to  be  eieetfld 
and  to  be  a  CouaciUor  who  ia,  at  the  tiou  ti 
election,  gualiBed  to  elect  to  the  office  of  "Cosn- 
rfllor." 

[]"That  does  not  apply  to  Ireland."] 
The  Municipal  Act  of  1882  doew.pot  ex- 
tend to  Scotland  or  Ir^laad  ;.])ufc^  I  aik 
that  it  should  be  made  to  do  sp,  lu  the 
third  jilfico,  I  ask  that  tho  boundary  of 
the  borijugh  and  tho  ^iyjuupi^,^  the 
wards  Himll  be  revised.  ^o^:r|)Fe|Us-ago 
a  Boyol  Commiiision.  reporter  9^bk  an 
elaborate  inquiry  of  Ijj.  id^y)a^yQqj|petei 
upon  ihe  <i>ot,  that  tb«  maiUM^  A  the 
borough  ought  to  be  ^tended,  aaa  tibat 
the  number  of  the  wards  should  be  in- 
creased from  five  to  eight.  ThatSeport 
has  been  already  adopted  for  two  pnr- 
poses.  It  was  adopted  in  1884  for  tho 
purposes  of  the  ater  Board,  and  this 
strange  anomaly  has  been  produced— 
that  persons  living  outside  the  municipal 
boundary,  but  inside  the  Pariiamentaiy 
boundary  of  Belfast,  are  now  actually 
taxed  for  the  purposes  of  water,  although 
they  have  no  voice  whatever  in  the 
representation.  In  the  second  place,  the 
Beport  of  the  Koyal  Commission  was 
adopted  for  the  Parliamentary  borough 
of  Belfast  by  the  Bediatribution  of  Se^ 
Act  of  last  year;  and,  seeing  that  the 
Beport  of  the  Boyal  Commission  has 
been  applied  by  thu  House  to  two  naes 
for  whum  it  never  was  intended,  I  think 
I  may  very  reasonably  demand  that 
now,  after  an  interval  <n  four  yeaxsi,  ihe 
Beport  shall  be  applied  to  the  particular 
use  for  which  it  was  intended.  The 
present  boundary  of  Belfast  was  fixed  3a 
years  ago  upon  a  Beport  of  a  Eoyal 
Commission.  The  population  of  the  town 
then  was  only  one-half  what  it  is  now. 
The  number  of  houses  in  the  town  was  a 
great  deal  less  than  one-hob^  and,  the 
valuation  of  the  town  was  onlj  one- 
fourth  what  it  is  at  the  present  moment. 
And,  Sir,  the  town  has  progressed  bo 
much  in  every  way;  it  has  ao  rapidly 
and  so  greatly  extended  in  all  directions 
Uiat  the  boundary  and  the  ^axds  jiiada 
in  1863  hf^ye  many  years  ag9  tiecome 
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abflordTj- inappropriate.  I  may  add  that 
the  scheme  i^hich  I  propose  for  the 
exten^on  of  the  boundary  and  the  re- 
dinsion  of  the  warda  was  not  only  thci 
Boheme  of  the  Boyal  Oommiiuion,  but 
the  scheme  of  the  Corpbrati<m  itself.  If 
the  vards  are  inoreased,  the  number  of 
Ooan(^oT«  will  have  to  be  increased  in 
proportion — from  40  to  64 ;   64  is,  I 
Utlnk,  about  the  number  of  the  Corpo- 
ration of  I>ublin.    It  is  certainly  not  too 
large  a  number  of  Councillors  for  a  town 
of  the  extent  and  importance  of  Belfast ; 
but  if  there  is  any  radical  objection  on 
this  point,  I  would  be  willing  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation  should  be  re- 
distributed, and  that  to  each  of  the  eight 
wards  there  shonld  be  given  one  Alder- 
man and  four  Oounoillors.   Finally,  I 
that  there  shonld  be  a  new  election 
of  all  the  Oonncillors  on  the  new  fran- 
chise in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 
In  this  I  follow  the  precedent  of  the 
I>ablin  Corporation  Act  of  1849.  That 
Aot  altered  the  franohise  and  the  division 
of  the  wards  in  Dublin ;  and  by  the 
14tb  clause  it  enacted  that  there  sbonld 
be  an  entirely  new  election  of  Aldermen 
and  Conncillors  for  the  borough. ;  that  the 
Councillors  should  all  go  out  of  office  on 
the  25th  of  November;  and  that  the 
Aldermen  should  hold  office  for  two  days 
longer  in  order  to  condact  the  new  elec- 
tions.   Kow,  if  there  was  cause  for  a 
new  election  in  the  case  of  the  borough 
of  Dublin,  it  is  stronger  in  the  case  of 
the  borough  of  Belfast ;  because  if  you 
carry  this  Motion,  not  only  will  you  alter 
the  franchise  and  the  division  of  the 
wards,  but  you  will  alter  the  boundary 
of  the  borough  and  the  number  of  the 
wards.   And  there  is  a  still  stronger 
reason,  and  that  is  that  yon  vill  be  in 
the  preaenoe  of  a  seheme  involving  the 
health  and  comfort  and  the  convenience 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  the 
town,  and  involving,  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore, the  incnrrinff  possibly  of  a  debt  of 
£500,000.    And  I  maintain  that  it  is 
impossible  for  this  House,  in  presence  of 
the  fact  that  all  parties  are  agreed  that 
in  a  year  or  two  a  measure  such  as  that 
I  propose  for  Belfast  must  be  given  for 
every  borough  in  Ireland — in  the  pre- 
sence of  that  fact  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Qouae,  for  anyone  in  the  House,  to 
contend  that  a  sum  of  £500,000  should 
be  expended  by  the  Corporation  of  Bel- 
fast, which  is  a  body  nOw  devoid  of  all 
moral  authorily,  whidi  would  not  repre- 
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sent  the  new  electoral  body,  and  which 
has  acted  in  this  matter  wit^ut  consul- 
tation with  thft  ratepayers,  but  actually 
in  th9  face  of  every  evidence  of  disappro- 
bation and  dissent  from  the  ratepayers. 
Now,  Sir,  I  claim  that  the  public  voice 
of  Belfast  is  altogether  in  my  &vour ; 
that  not  a  voice  has  been  raised  on  be- 
half of  the  Corporation ;  that  the  merits 
and  facts  of  the  case  as  expounded  by 
me  are  altogether  upon  my  side ;  and  that 
the  House  is  bound,  by  the  precedents 
I  have  correctly  and  proeJsely  cited  to  it, 
to  proceed  in  the  direction  I  suggest  in 
my  Motion.  I  assure  the  House  that  m 
making  this  Motion  I  have  not  been 
actuated  in  the  least  degree  by  any 
political  motive.  [A  laugh.~]  I  perceive 
that  that  the  hon.  Members  who  laugh 
at  that  expression  are  Englislimen  who 
know  very  little  about  Jielfast,  and  I 
notice  that  the  hon.  M^mji^Qrs^  fpr  Bel; 
fast  maintfun  a  becoming '^yjty^  i -^^^9' 
reason  why  I  say  I  ^ve  j^ipol^^^j 
motive  is  this — thatupp|^^e  !|piniamenT 
tary  vote  which  I  probo^  apply  to 
the  municipal  ^ffaira  of  ^^|j|ast,  Bel- 
fast at  the  General  EI^a^,,fe|^iuj^^ 
four  Conservatives. .  Oka.  I,  then,  nave 
a  political  motive ?  Like  tho  lion.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  James  Corry),  formerly  Mem- 
ber for  Belfast,  but  nowtlio  Member  for 
Mid  Armagh,  l  am  taliing  a  Christian 
revenge — I  am  endeavouring  to  givo  the 
full  franchise  to  the  mun  in  tlie  munici- 
pality, to  the  men  amongst  others  who, 
by  their  Parliamentary  votes,  defeated 
me.  But,  Sir,  in  the  course  of  my  canvass 
and  campaign  in  Belfast,  I  went  through 
the  workmen's  quarters,  and  I  learned 
so  much  of  the  nature  and  the  character 
of  the  municipal  government  of  the  town, 
of  its  secret  wa^a,  of  its  partiality,  of  its 
obstinacy,  of  its  extravu;auce,  of  its 
supercilious  disregard  of  the  public 
opmion  of  the  town — I  learnt  so  much 
of  the  feelings  of  the  ratepayers,  their 
indignation,  their  helplessness,  and  the 
hardships  they  had  to  suffer,  that  I  de-  , 
terminea,  and  I  promised — and  I  am 
keeping  my  promise  now — that  I  would 
lose  no  opportunity  which  might  offer 
to  appeal  earnestly  to  this  House — 
lose  no  time,  for  there  is  no  time  to  be 
lost — in  endeavouring  to  place  the  local 
government  of  the  town  upon  a  conve- 
nient and  reasonable  footing.  I  see 
sitting  in  their  places  two  of  the  Mem- 
bers for  the  town.  They  are  prompters 
of  the  Bill.    One  is  connected  with 
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Beroral  membarB  of  the  OoodcU,  flid 
other  u  lummU  a  member  of  Uie  Ooun> 
oil,  an  Aldman  (Hr.  Haslatt).  Tbe 
worthy  Alderman,  ja  raeogaised  by  pubKo 
opiDion  in  Belfast  as  being  the  Town 
Cueric*a  Grand  Yiaer — aa  being  the  per- 
son who,  next  to  the  supreme  Town 
CSerk  himself,  is  master  of  the  ClouDcil, 
who,  next  to  the  supreme  Town  Clerk, 
is  the  ruling  municipal  spirit.  Well, 
Sir,  I  challenge  the  hon.  Gentieman  to 
Toie  against  this  Motion,  and  then  go 
and  jnstify  himself  to  the  men  who  eeut 
him  here.  With  regard  to  the  other 
two  Uembers  for  the  town— there  are 
four  in  aU — am  happy  to  say— and  I 
have  already  quoted  the  crushing  in* 
diotment  levelled  by  one  of  them,  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  El^t  Division 
(Mr.  De  Oobain),  E^alnst  the  fiscal 
polioy  which  has  been  parsned  for  40 
years  by  tiie  dominant  party— I  am 
sanguine  of  their  support.  Hthey  were 
elerted  by  tlie  votes  of  the  working  men ; 
tiiey  have  pledged  themselTSS  to  the 
electors  to  support  and  defmd  the  go- 
verning point  of  my  Motion— namely, 
tiie  assimilation  of  the  Muuioipal  and 
Parliamentary  franchise.  These  two 
G-entlemen  are  proud  of  the  tide  of 
Orange  Democrats,  and  I  should  ow- 
tainly  be  very  much  surprised  if  they 
did  anything  else  but  cordially  support 
my  Motion,  the  immediate  effect  of 
which  will  be  to  give  the  Protestant 
OonservativeB,  the  Orange  ortizans  of 
Belfast,  their  proper  share  in  the  con- 
trol, lerrying,  and  expenditure  of  those 
locfd  taxes  which  the  law  obligee  them 
to  pay.  The  great  majority  of  the 
Members  of  this  House  are  credited  in 
i^dand  with  a  desire  to  refiffm  the 
local  government  of  oountxy ;  and 
it  IB  because  I  am  persuaded  of  ttie  sin- 
oerity  of  that  desire  that  I  confidently 
give  the  House  an  opportunity  of  afford- 
mg  the  people  of  Ireland  an  earnest  of 
that  sincerity  by  accepting  the  present 
Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  it  be  an  InBtraction  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Belfast  Main  Dniinage  Bill,  that  they  do 
iBMrt  in  the  Bill  OIaqmi  for  the  ftdlowing  pur- 
pose!: — 

To  osBimil&te  the  Mnnidpal  frasohiBo  of 
the  borough  of  Belfast  to  the  existing 
Forliammtary  frandiise ; 

To  enable  every  person  qualified  to  vote 
at  a  Manidpal  election  in  Bdfast  to  be  a 
candidate  for  election  to  the  office  of 
ooiuunllor  or  aldermaa ; 

Mr.  8mt9» 


To  constitote  the  prewnt  besndan  dL  Ux 
PailiamratatT  boroo^h  of  fiemst  Uu 
boundary  of  uie  Mnnicipal  boioiirii,  ud 
to  direct  and  provide  for  a  Be*  (btvob 
the  UuDiti^I  boroagfa  into  wiMb,  u 
recommended  in  the  Report  of  the  Hon- 
cipal  Boondazies  (IreUiid)  Oonanuun, 
dated  the  27th  of  June  lS82,aiidto  u- 
thorize  a  proportionate  increan  in  the 
number  of  aldermen  and  cooncillon; 

To  provide  for  an  entire  nev  daofin 
of  all  the  aldermen  and  ooaatiUiH  d 
the  borough,  upon  th©  reformed  fran- 
chise, wit£in  laa  presost  year."'--(£. 
Sexton.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  ov  WATS  iss 
MEANS  (Mr.  OouaTiray)  :  Mr,  Speaker, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  lure 
thought  the  Motion  he  has  made  \i 
somewhat  eztraordinaij,  and  he  g&n 
two  reasons  by  way  of  apologjfor  it 
He  says  tiiat  the  second  reading  of  tlw 
Bill  was  snatched.  I  may  poiot  oid 
that  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  Hooh 
presiaibB  that  three  clear  days'  Notice 
of  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  ^oiUd  be 
given.  Three  clear  days'  Notice  wu 
given  in  tbis  case ;  and,  thmefoi^  thoM 
who  were  opposed  to  the  BiU  had  ampk 
Notice  of  itBOomtng  on.  [Mr.  Sum: 
During  the  three  days  the  Hoossvh 
in  Recess.]  It  cannot  be  held  thst  the 
second  reading  was  snatched.  Seoon<31fi 
it  is  suggested  that  within  the  next  IB 
months  or  so  what  is  now  proposed  to  be 
done  in  respeot  to  Belfast  must  be  doDe 
in  respect  to  the  other  oities  and  bo- 
roughs of  Ireland.  Weil,  that  msyiN 
taken  in  two  ways.  Inasmooh  u  » 
general  measure  is  coming  on,  it  mif 
be  suggested  that  that  is  a  very  gtwi 
reason  why  we  should  wait,  and  ntit 
deal  with  any  special  plaoe  beforelisiidi 
but  I  do  not  rise  to  dwell  upon  the  menti 
of  the  case  at  all.  I  rise,  Sir,  to  snboit 
to  the  House  some  preliminaiy  cod- 
siderations  whioh  will  enable  hon.  Men- 
bars  to  pronounce  an  opinioa  as  to  vb^ 
ther  this  queation  shoold  be  now  eBt» 
toined.  I  have  had  to  ooasida,  of 
course,  the  matter,  in  fulfilment  of  ^ 
duties  of  the  Office  I  have  thehonoarto 
hold  ;  and  I  confess  I  haTo  some  detf 
opinions  on  the  subject  myself^  and  1 
hope  to  be  able  to  explain  my  meaiiiDS 
to  the  House,  so  that  they  may  agree  io 
my  judgment  of  the  matter.  Not,  tlx 
hon  Gentleman  went  at  great  length 
the  merits  of  the  drainage  question— be 
said  a  great  deal  about  the  co8t>  about 
the  engineer,  about  the  way  the  sobeM 
woa  originated,  and  he  went  into  mt«» 
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foots  as  to  wldch  hiB  Instraction  no 
bearing'  whatever.  He  also  welnt  at 
length  into  the  propriety  oi  assimilating 
the  Mtinioipal  and  Farliamentary  fran- 
chises in  Belfast,  and  of  extending  the 
borough  boundaries,  and  said  much  in 
condemnation  of  the  character  of  the 
existing  Town  Council  of  Belfast.  Now, 
I  am  going  to  assume  that  all  the  hon. 
Gentleman'eall  egations  are  true.  r**Hear, 
hear !  "  and  "  No,  no !  "]  For  the  sake 
of  argument  I  may  assume  them  to  be 
true.  I  assume  the  character  of  the 
Council  at  lielfast  to  be  worse  than  it 
has  been  described  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man ;  that  the  Council  is  as  deficient  in 
common  senae  as  we  are  asked  to  be- 
Here;  that  it  isuiljust;  that  it  is  extrava- 
gant. I  assume  that  it  is  desirable  to 
assimilate  the  Hunidpal  and  Parlia- 
mentary ft-anchlsss  in  Belfast ;  that  it  is 

f roper  the  borou^  of  Betfast  should 
e  enlarged ;  that  the  case  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  made  out  is  reasonable ; 
even  then  I  put  it  to  the  House  that,  all 
these  thiogs  being  conceded  and  accepted 
as  true,  the  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
■which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  proposed 
ottght  not  to  be  entertained.  I  come, 
ae  a  lawyer  would  eay,  to  demur.  For 
the  purpose  of  argument  I  accept  his 
statement  of  the  fects  ;  but  I  demur  to 
the  action  he  proposes  to  ttlke — namely, 
to  more  an  Instrnction  to  the  Committee 
on  the  BelfaBt  Maih  Drainage  Sdheme, 
by  which  the  Committee  will  be  ordered 
to  insert  the  clanses  he  proposes  to  have 
inserted  therein.  So  fai*  as  I  nnder- 
stanfl  it,  the  InMmction  does  not  give 
the  Committee  any  discretion ;  it  orders 
the  Committee  to  do  all  these  things, 
not  to  discriminate  between  one  and  uie 
other  thing,  but  to  give  this  one,  and 
throw  ont  the  other.  The  Committee 
on  this  Private  Bill  is  to  be  ordered  to 
do  all  the  things  suggested.  The  In- 
struction is  dirisible  into  two  parts,  one 
the  assimilation  of  the  Municipal  and 
Parliamentary  franchises,  and  the  other 
the  enlargement  of  the  borough  of  Bel- 
fast. I  think  that,  in  respect  to  both  of 
these  subjects,  the  House  will  see  it  is 
im|>roper  to  entertain  this  Instruction  at 
this  moment.  The  assimilation  of  the 
Parliamentary  and  Municipal  franchises 
in  Belfast  is,  as  the  hon.  Member  him- 
self has*  said,  a  public  question.  It  is 
a  ques^on  which  we  ought  to  be  dis- 
cnssibg  later  in  the  evening,  and  not  at 
{he  time  yrhe^  Brivftte  Bui^eM  is  trans- 
aetedt    lo  inttoduoe  upon  a  Private 


Bill,  upon  the  Belfast  Hain  Drainage 
Bill,  the  t^uestion  of  the  asmmilation  of 

the  Municipal  and  Parliamentary  fran- 
chises in  Belfast  only  oonfoses  the  Busi* 
ness  of  ^e  House.  [Mr.  Sbxton:  It 
was  done  last  year  on  the  Eathmines 
Bill.]  I  will  come  to  that  in  due  time. 
My  present  objeet  is  to  point  ont 
the  extraordinary  inconreniesLce  which 
may  result  if  what  is  now  being  done 
were  aooepted  as  a  precedent.  We  might 
have  introduced,  upon  some  small  Bill 
dealing  with  a  family  property,  a  pro- 
posal, to  alter  the  tenure  of  land,  or 
to  abolish  estates  entail;  in  fact,  pro- 
posals might  be  made  to  make  the  most 
radical  aUeralions  in  the  law  oS  Eng- 
land  in  respect  to  landed  pn^terfy.  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House  are  BUppoaed 
to  be  fbTonrable  to  a  scheme  for  the 
reform  of  county  government;  and  if 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Ifr.  Sexton) 
proposes  were  agreed  to,  and  taken  ss 
a  precedent,  wo  should  hare  great  ques- 
tions of  county  government  discussed  ai 
an  annex  to  so^ie  small  proposal  con- 
nected with  a  particular  county.  We 
may  have,  as  in  this  case,  a  borou^ 
Bill  brought  in,  and  we  may,  in  respect 
to  that  Bill,  introduce  any  polltioal  ques- 
tion we  like.  I  wonder  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, if  hetiiought  about  it  at  all,  did 
not  go  on  to  do  something  more  than 
propose  the  assimilation  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary and  Municipal  franchises  in  Bel- 
fast— wonder  he  did  not  propose  that 
in  Belfaet  women  ^ould  have  the  vote— a 
very  good  object,  I  admit,  but  altogether 
impwtinent  to  the  partiaular  sul^eot 
under  discussion.  93iwe  is  the  sub- 
ject of  Koportional  representation  upon 
which  I  myself  feel  very  strongly. 
I  should,  however,  be  very  much 
astonished  if,  supposingthe  Corporation 
of  Birmingham  were  to  promote  a  Bill 
in  respect  to  gas  and  water,  it  was  pro- 
posed that  it  diould  be  an  Instruction 
to  the  Committee  having  to  deal  with 
that  Bill  that  they  introduce  into  Bir- 
mingham the  syertem  of  proportional 
representation.  I  should  be  strongly  in . 
favour  of  the  proposal ;  but  I  think  my 
sense  of  the  order  and  decency  of  the 
Business  of  this  House  would  lead  me 
to  refuse  to  entertain  it.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  referred  to  certain  actions  taken 
by  the  House.  They  were  all  actions 
taken  by  the  House  in  respect  to  Public 
Bnriness.  But  there  is  one  question— the 
question  of  what  happened  last  July — 
which  IB  a  precedent  in  his  fnvour. 
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Then  wfts  a  Bill  brmght  in  with  ra- 
speot  to  a  portion,  of  DabUn— ICath- 
mines.  On  the  oonaideration  of  that  Bill, 
late  in  July,  after  the  Bill  had  gone 
through  its  stages  before  the  Select 
Oommittee,  aiterithad  passed  the  other 
Honee,  it  was  proposed  by  a  right  hon. 
G-entleman  to  alter  the  municipal  fran- 
chise within  the  district  of  Eathmines, 
and  that  was  done.  I  do  not  shrink 
from  the  fact  that  the  propoeal  was  car- 
Tied.  If  yea  look  at  the  discussion  on 
thAt  Bill  as  I  have  donsi  you  will  find 
that  the  point  I  am  now  eadeaTouring 
to  preaa  on  the  House  was  uot  men- 
tioned at  all.  A  great  authority  in  the 
House  made  the  proposal;  it  was  ac- 
eepted  and  carried ;  but  it  was  accepted 
and  carried  without  reference  to  the 
question  of  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  the  measure.  ["  Oh !  "]  That  is  a 
mere  statement  of  fact.  Consult  Biantard, 
and  you  will  find  that  the  case  of 
the  Bathmines  Bill  ought  not  to  be 
taken  as  a  precedent.  I  appeal  to  the 
House,  if  they  wish  that  the  Bual- 
neee  of  the  House  should  be  conducted 
properly,  to  disregard  the  aoti<»i  taken 
in  reference  to  the  Bathmines  Bill.  The 
other  part  of  the  Instruction  relates  to 
the  boandary  of  Belfast  and  the  division 
of  the  wards.  The  first  part  of  Uie  In- 
Btruotion  deals  with  a  publio  question ; 
but  the  second  part  deus  with  a  private 
qoestion,  and  private  questions  the 
Orders  of  the  House  have  jealooaly 
guarded.  The  question  of  the  extenmoD 
of  the  boundary  of  the  borough  of  Bel- 
fast, desirable  eis  extension  is,  no  doubt, 
depends  very  largely  upon  the  exact  line 
of  extension.  The  question  involves 
that  of  rating,  the  rating  of  the  iuhabi- 
tants  within  the  parts  proposed  to  be 
annexed,  the  rating  of  Belfast,  and  the 
rating  of  the  county  from  which  the  parts 
annexed  are  taken.  All  these  things 
are  carefully  guarded  in  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House ;  and  it  is  provided 
tiiat  of  ereiy  altwation  of  the  boundary 
of  a  borough  Notice  should  be  given  in 
October  and  again  in  November,  and 
that  the  whole  neighbourhood  was  pre- 
-viouiriy  well-informed  and  warned  of 
what  is  proposed.  But  this  proposal  is 
made  without  any  such  previous  Notice. 
"Without  any  oMervaiioa  of  43i«  Boles 
and  Fonns  laid  down  ^  the  House,  it 
is  proposed  that  this  Oommittee  must^ 
without  looking  at  the  facts  of  the  case, 
eocteud  the  boundary  of  t^e  borough  of 


Belfast.  It  is  impoiaiUe  to 
l^at  the  Houee  will  bo  so  oanisBi  of  iti 
own  Rules,  will  act  in  auoh  d^tim  (rf 
the  safeguards  laid  down,  will  be  to  in- 
different to  the  condoot  of  its  on  ^• 
vate  legislittion,  as  to  pass  the  Uolioi 
which  the  hon.  Oentleman  prtqnM. 
The  alterations  proposed  by  the  Iud. 
Gentleman  may  be  asaunted  to  be  qaitt 
right  in  themselTes.  If  bvonc^  Saaid 
at  the  proper  time  and  in  a  proper 
manner  they  might  be  adopted:  uej 
would  undoubtedlr  bo  aoppotted  If  i 
large  number  of  Hemben.  It  a  aai 
improper  to  propoee  them  at  tins  tiDe: 
and  whai-I  desire  is  to  restricA^  if  {ks- 
Bible,  the  attention  of  the  Hoose,  ii  & 
first  place,  at  all  eventa,  to  tiie 
nary  question,  ought  this  Instrsc^ 
to  be  entertained  ?  Let  us  deride 
in  the  first  place,  allowing*  theease  mk 
out  to  be  a  good  case.  If  we  decide  tU 
the  Instruction  ought  not  to  be  «t» 
tained  I  apprehend  it  will  to  lh( 
ground.  If  we  decide  that  tbe  lutne- 
tion  ought  to  be  entert«uned  ve  m 
then  proceed  to  inquire  into  its  naritii 
with  a  view  to  its  adoption  or  othenrin 
But  I  wish,  Kr,  to  raise  the  prdinaaarr 
objection  that  this  Instruction  is  one i^ 
a  oharaoter  which  the  House  ought  iflt  ts 
approve,  and  for  that  purpose  I  poMN 
to  move  the  Previous  Question,  on  vldi 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  vote  wi^ont  » 
pressing  any  opinion  whatever  as  to  Ai 
propriety  of  the  alten^ons  reoommfiidel 
by  we  hon.  Omtleman.  We  sUwK 
only  upon  the  qoeetion  aa  to  wheAa 
the  Instruction  is  one  which  onf^t  to  U 
entertained  at  all ;  aad  I  tkppnhmi,  3 
I  move  the  FreviousQueetioa.tfaedeb*!) 
will.  In  the  firet  ^aoe,  at  all  events  be 
neoessarily  confined  to  the  narrow  qad- 
tibn  whether  the  Instruction  ougbttob* 
entertained.  [Cries of  "Shams I"] 'B» 
Gentlemen  oall  "Bhame.*'  I  tnst  I 
shall  never  be  ashamed  to  do  aomsfti^ 
which  18  in  the  fulfilment  ef  the  dsttf 
of  my  Office,  and  iu  the  prottcte 
of  the  order  and  oourae  of  the  Bad- 
ness of  this  House.  For  that  fft 
pose  I  ask  that  the  Previous  QaeiBM 
should  be  proposed,  and  that  t^ 
House  should  doc^e,  in  t^  fiiat  pliA 
whiter  th^  will  go  '  any  f  nrtkff  ii 
this  matter.  I  will  move  the  fkeriov 
Quesfaon,  and  then  we  shall  vote  **  A;e" 
or  "  No  "  the  Qoeation  be  pot  1 
think  that  the  great  migqriW  of  tkt 
Members  of  the  BooM,  •ftitainly  <rf 
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<MerKeiaberft  <d  th«  ^q«6,  will 
■D  eealow  of  Qur  Orders  va^  Bsgnla- 
Uons  that  they  will  yote  for  the,  Pro- 
▼ioiu  Qnection,  and  tbiw  refuse  to  allow 
file  in«nt«  of  the  Instraotion  to  be  gone 
into.  -I  hegf.  Sir,  to  more  the  Previoue 
Queation. 

(2w#<iflB  proposed,-  "That  the 
Orimnal  Question  be  now  pnt."— (THe 
C,**fl7ww»  o/"  ffai/s  and  Mgant.) 

Mb.  .  aElXTON :  As  a  queetioa  of 
Or^r,  Ur.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  aak 
whether  the  FreviouB  Question  will  deter 
the  Honae  from  oensideriiig  the  merits 
of  the  Bill — whether  it  is  proposed  to 
confine  the  debate  within  the  narrow 
linutssaggested  by  the  hon.  Oeatleman  ? 

Mm.  speaker  :  I  do  not  think  the 
debate  oaa  be  stricid  j  coohned,  on  the  Pre- 
Tioas  Qtieatioa  being  moved,  to  the  faots 
relatijag  to  whether  the  Question  shall, 
or  ahftU  not,  be  ]put.  The  Original  Quesr 
tica  was  that  it  be  an  InntructioB  to 
the  Committee  on  this  Bill  that  thcrf 
ffhall  iasort  in  it  Qlanses  for  the  pimioses 
rteted  in  the  Motion,  sinDQ  which  the 
Frerioue  Qjiestioa  has  been  moved, 
''That  the  Original  Qneetion  ba  now 
put." 

Ma.  BASLETT  :  After  the  challenge 
that  has  been  thrown  out  to ,  me  that  I 
should  rise  to  defend  this  Bill  as  one  of 
the  Belfast  Members^  I  must  aay  at  the 
ovtart  that  I  regret  rerj  muoh  beieg 
called  upon  in  this  House  to  defend  the 
Towa  Council  of  Belfast  against  an 
attack,  to  some  extrat  personal,  and  to 
&  very  lai^e  extent  absolutely  enoBeous. 
It  has  beep  said  that  the  public  of  Bet- 
fast  had  no  knowledge  whatever  that  this 
KlI  wotdd  be  Ivtwght  forward.  It  baa 
bew  aaid  that  the  ratepayen  were 
%nomtit  of  what  it  was  proposed  to  do, 
and  hod  no  means  of  ezpreaaing  an 
6piBioa  upon  the  Bill — indeed,  that  the 
V^ole  matter  was  conducted  in  a  hole- 
in-the-«orner  way,  and  brought  in  e 
foll-fledged  shape  before  the  |tublic, 
without  thair  having  had  the  slightest 
oyportunity  of  ex^ssiug  th«naelvee 
with  regard  to  it,  oar  voting  upon  it. 
PoesiUy,  S&r,  the  Men^bers  of  this 
House  wiU  net  be  surprised  to  find  that, 
by  your  own  lawa,  it  was  absolutely 
seeeasaxy  that  the  Bill  should  be  brought 
in  before  November,  and  that  on  the 
Sdth  of  November  one-third  of  the 
entire  Coiiporatioii  retired.  Well,  if 
there  had  been  the  opposition,  to  thn 

VOL.  coon,    [thibd  sbbtes.] 


measora  in  Belfast,  iovching  the  Bill 
itself,  of  whieh  we  hear  so. muoh,  surely 
the  question  would  have  been  raised  at 
the  meotiou  o£  the  Town  Counoil ;  surely 
the  question  would  have  been  made  a 
Fart^  one,  or  an  election  one  on  the 
25th  of  November?  On  the  contrair, 
however,  not  a  single  meeting  was  hdd 
in  opposition  to  the  Bill ;  and,  so  far  as  I 
know,  not  one  solitary  letter  has  even 
appeared  in  the  public  Press,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  candidates  who  came  before 
the  burgesses  for  munijcipal  honours, 
bearing  upon  this  Bill.  I  am  not  aware 
that  a  single  change  occurred  io  the  re- 
presentation owing  .to  this  much  talked 
of  Bill  which  is  fo  exercise  such  a 
severe  influence  upon  the  town.  Now, 
it  has  even  been  said  that  three  of  our 
four  Boards  are  interested  in  the  Bill, 
And  that  two  of  them  are  against  it. 
That  is  so ;  but  the  hon.  Member  who 
said  that  should  have  told  ^ou  that  the 
two  Boards  which  have  petitioned  agdnst 
the  Bill  have  petitioned  only  ou  clauses. 
They  desire  to  have  inawted  in  the 
measure  provisions  sufficient  to  protect 
their  intwests  as  Boards }  but  the  main 
question  of  the  Bill  is  unopposed  by 
them.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the 
Town  Councillurs  themselves,  it  has  been 
aaid  that  we  never  had  a  Boman 
Catholic  on  the  Town  Council. 

Me.  sexton  :  You  had  one. 

Me.  HASLETT  :  I  distinctly  under- 
stood the  hon.  Member  to  say  that  we 
never  had  a  Boman  Cobholio  on  our 
Board. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  said  that  theire  was 
formerly  one. 

Me.  HASLETT:  There  was  one, 
Sir,  and  he  was  an  honoured  Member~ 
namely,  Mr.  Alderman  Hughes,  whose 
memory  is  very  dear  to  us.  There  was 
also  Mr.  John  HamUl,  and  1  will  remind 
the  House  that  Mr.  Biggar,  who  was 
then  a  Protestant,  but  is  now  a  Homan 
Catholio,  was  a  Member  of  the  Board. 

An  Irish  Meubee  :  He  was  a  Presby- 
terian. 

Mb.  HASLETT:  He  is  a  Boman 
Catholic  now,  and  I  daresay  if  we  ante- 
date his  present  opinions  we  may  any 
that  when  he  was  on  the  Board  he  re- 
presented the  Boman  Catholic  faith.  It 
has  also  bem  stated  as  a  charge  against 
the  Belfast  Town  Council  that  we  have 
passed  14  Acts  of  Parliament.  That  is 
true,  and  it  is  the  highest  tribute  to  the 
growth .  of  BelCaat.    Other  towns  in 
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beloir  Uie  OftDgwaj,  do  not  need  Acts 
of  ^nllainent,  Their  progress  is  in  the 
«|»p6*it«  fraction,  ana  Aot«  of  Fiarlliu 
meat  are  not  required  hy  them  to  govern 
the  neceBsaiy  machinery  of  a  progressive 
(oxra;  Vfaen  it  la  said  that  ve  an  brttig- 
htg  fornrsTd  ttrit  Bill  as  a  kind  «f  after- 
thoDght,  becaase  trade  is   dall.  No 
donbt  trade  is  dnll  in  Belfast,  and  that, 
in  common  with  other  portioned  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  we  have  soffered  very 
maeh  from  depression.  IHiat  is  just  one 
of  the  reasons  why  we  thought  it  an 
especially  faronrable  time  to  carrj  on  a 
lar^  publio  work.    We  thonght  that  if 
^ver  it  was  to  be  d<nie  it  should  be 
done  when  general  trade  was  dnll,  and 
when,  if  not  for  the  sake  of  getting 
labour  at  a  cheaper  rate,  we  might  ex- 
pect to  keep  the  labouring  popidation  of 
oar  town  in  employment.    With  r«fard 
to  the  sewage  questiOD,  we  have  Been 
-trorfaittg  in  Belfast  on.  the  vetj  lines 
that  we  are  taking  in  this  Bill  for  a  long 
number  of  years.   In  TB65  we  received 
power  from  Parliament  to  construct 
arterial  eewera  under  a  special  sewage 
rate ;  but  these  sewers  are  all  oonetrueted 
■with  the  distinct  object  of  being  tribu- 
tary to  the  great  scheme  which  ia  now 
before  the  Honse.  The  scheme  Is  by  no 
means  a  new  one.   The  hon.  Gentleman 
below  the  Gangway  (Mr.  Sexton)  says 
that  the  scheme  is  the  outflow  of  one 
mind  only,  and  he  quotes  a  meeting  at 
St.  George's  Hall.    Well,  I  do  not  Kke 
to  speak  of  that  meeting,  because  I 
maintain  that  it  was  not  thoroughly 
repi^sentative ;  but,  take  it  bb  all  it  has 
been  said  to  be,  the  objection  raised  is, 
that  the  Oouniil  did  not  ofl^r  £100  as  a 
irewdrd  for  some  other  scheme  ?  [Hr. 
Ssx-roN :  For  the  best  scheme  1]  well, 
for  the  best  scheme.    8o  far  from  the 
present  scheme  being  the  outflow  of  one 
mind,  it  was  the  outflow  of  the  long 
and  careful  consideration  of  our  late 
borough  surveyor,  Mr.  Montgomery, 
than  whom  no  better  authority  upon 
this  matter  ever  existed.    It  bas  been 
altered  by  onr  present  borough  surveyor, 
who  succeeded  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  it 
has  been  carefully  considered,  and  every 
line  drawn  out  under  the  direction  of 
Sir  Joseph  Bazalgette.  That  is  no  mean 
authority,  and  I  do  not  think,  under 
these  circumstances,  that  the  Oorpora- 
tion  of  Belfast  can  fairly  be  chained 
irith  hole-in-the-comer  meetingB,  and 
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having  an  in^Bntesimal  hmotmi  of  miod 
'  and  jndgnent  '  devoted  to  -tblv  igreat 
eeheme  of  sewage— when  you  find  diat 
they  had  the  jSaf  of  -one  -who  atand^  if 
not  at  tile  head  of  his  ProfeamaK,  at 
lobrt  omoBgBt  tho  foremoet  of  tbe  angi- 
neen  of  tfaie  ooimtry.  Wa  ara  told  Iwit 
at  that  nceting  to  whlili  I  bare  i»* 
ferred  Mr.  I>»mpefi7  stated  tiiat  he  was 
unable  to  procure  a  <opy  of  the  Bill~ 
I  tbink  I  am  right  in  that  statemaat 
'Well,  the  House  will  be  surprised  to 
find  that  I  myseM  sent  bim  a  copy,  and 
received,  after  some  iitM,  a  eoarteoui 
letter  returning  the  Bill,  aad  aaying 
that  he  had  taken  all  the  neeoasary 
notes  from  it. 

Mn.  BEXTON :  Did  the  hon.  U«m- 
ber  send  l^at  oopy  of  the  Bill  to  Mr. 
Dempeey  before  or  aft^rr  the  Isi  of 
Februaiy  ? 

Mn.  HASLBTT :  This  ia  tba  Bnt 
time  I  have  hoard  any  qnestion  nifari 
on  thilt  point.  ILattykter.']  It  will  Inst 
be  tis  well,  I  tbink,  if  hon.  Mwnbon 
will  irait  to  laugh  vutil  tfa^  ftul 
whether  or' not  a  laUgh  is  recited. 
The  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Bexton)  ^  not 
state  time  or  cireumstances,  but  made 
the  declaration  absolutely,  that  Mr. 
DempSey  bad  been  unable  to  prootm 
a  copy  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  quoted  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Dempsey's  speech  at  that  meeting. 

Mil.  HASLETT:  I  am  mideavoiuiB^ 
to  follow  the  hon.  Member's  argummt. 
After  the  statement  of  the  Ghainsaa  tit 
Ways  and  Means  I  shonld  not  have  in- 
terfered, only  that  I  think  it  la  due  to 
the  BelfAst  Corporation  that  I  afaobM 
express  my  opinions  here,  lest  the 
House  should  think  they  are  Uie  hlank 
sheep  they  have  been  painted.  Now, 
the  hon.  Member  says  that  tho  Oatki^ 
burgesses  have  no  votes  in  Hiese  mat- 
ters— that  they  are  utterly  -nsrepre* 
sented  in  the  3^1  fast  Town  Oounoil,  and 
that  even  the  Liberals  had  no  repre- 
sentative till  the  name  of  Mr.  Sextos 
was  brought  before  Belfast  as  a  kind  <rf 
scare-crow  in  the  Corporation.  The 
hon.  Member  must  surely  have  been 
wrong  In  his  history.  The  memb^  <ji 
the  Belfast  Gotporation  to  whom  he 
refers  has  been  a  member  of  it  for  many 
years — for  a  period  extending  longf  be- 
hind the  time  that  we  ever  dreamt  of 
Mr.  Sexton  coming  to  Belfitst  to  honour 
us  with  representatiini.  Ho  says  that 
the  Town  aerkiafteOoipontioii,  mdl 
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am  not  prepared  to  sAy  anjihiDg  9n  tiiat 

one  way  or  the  other ;  but  he  fenrgot  to 
tell  you  that  the  Town  Qlerk  is  not  only 
the  Town  Oierk  proper,  but  that  he 
wnbodies  in  himself  both  the  Town 
Olerk  aad  the  Town  SolioitoK ;  that  he 
carries  on  all  the  necessary  machiuery 
of  the  law  without  cost ;  wd  that  he 
promotes  Bills  in  Parliament  without 
1^.  of  reward — it  is  not  a  matter  of  the 
nuUeot  coin  in  the  B«alm  to  him  whet- 
ther  a  Bill  ie  brought  bafioiq  Pariiament 
m  not  Tbare  ii  no  fee  attoohed  to  hu 
office^  n<Hr  does  Ixe  receive  the  BmaUest 
coin  ol  the  Sealm  for  his  servioea  in  that 
zQspeot.    And  we  are.  told  again  that 
the  salaries  are  immensely  adranced. 
The  hoa.  Memb«T>  however,  failed  to 
tell  the  House  that  while  Belfast  has 
never  been  wanting  in  the  neceasary 
money  to  carry  on  its  ofiBcee — while  it 
baa  had  its  Mayors,  that.  I  think,  have 
done  credit  to  Ireland  in  oarrying  out 
their  office,  they  have  not  sought  from 
the  hfmds  or  pockets  of  the  ratepayers 
aaj  funds  to  enable  them  to  carry  on 
their  Hayoral  duties.   He  foi^ot  to  tell 
jou  that  in  the  midst  of  increasing  de- 
presHon  in  Dublin  the  hon.  Member's 
£riendfl~his  speelal  fneada-^in  that  city 
advaooed  the  Mayor's  salary  from  £2»000 
to  £3,000  a-^ar  in  order  that  special 
entortainmeats  might  be  given,  and 
that  there  might  bo  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  the  necessary  machinery  of  the 
Gwporation.    He  has  spoken,  Sir,  of 
entertainments  in  Belfast.   I  would  re- 
xnindhim  that  the  Corporation  of  Belfast 
lias  never  asked  from  the  ratepayers  one 
farthing  for  any  eatertainmeut,  public 
or  private,  that  was  given  in  the  four 
corners  of  our  borough.    Our  Mayor,  as 
I  tlunk.  Sir,  you  will  remember,  was 
complimented — our  town  was  oompli- 
nented — on  the  splendid  reception  given 
to  jRoyalty  within  recent  times,  a  recep- 
tion that  we  ware  proud  of  as  Members 
of  an  Irish  constitoencty ;  and  all  that 
-was  done  without  appealing  to  the  rate- 
payers for  a  single  farthing.    Nov,  Sir, 
vith  regard  to  what  has  been  said  so 
well  by  the  Obairman.  of  "Wf^s  and 
lieans..  I  do  not  like  to  go  into  the 
question  of  how  little  an  Irish  Member, 
one  of  the  most  uxperienoed  in  this 
House,  knows  of  a  question  on  which  he 
haa  been  dilating  to  you,  when  he  tells 
you  that  there  is  a  qualification  for  the 
Belfast  Town  CotmcU.    One  would  have 
it^wght  that  be  Toiiid  Ime  been  "weU 


infom^d  on  the  QnaUfioatjcw  A«ti  that 
was  passed  some  years  sinoe.  It  is  a 
pit^  that  we  .have  to  come  to  England 
£or  information  on.  our  own  local  affairs. 

Mb,  sexton  :  You  hav«  a  qualifi- 
cation. 

Mb.  HASLKTT:  There  is  nothing  of 
the  kind.  Any  man  is  qualified  to  sit  on 
the  Town  Council— tl»  man  who  is 
qualiftad  to  vote  is  qualified  to  sit. 
Mb.  SSXTON  :  A  £10  quaUaeaftton  I 
Ma.  HASLKTT :  A  man,  who  cftn  -vote 
is  qualified  to  sit,  Kow,  Sir,  with  reward 
to  the  extenuou  of  the  borough,  and  the 
main  question  that  has  been  so  ably 
touched  upon  by  the  Chairman  of,  Ways 
and  Mews,  it  would  require  an  Act  of 
Parliament  longet  than  the  entire  Act 
that  you  have  zef ured  to  the  Oomioittee 
to  place  Belfast  in  a  proper  condition  on 
the  lines  that  the  hon.  Member  has 
brought  before  you.  It  is  a  very  easy 
matter  to  say  ''reduce  the  franchise  to  the 
Parliamentary  level ; "  buti  would  point 
out  that  you  would  have  all  the  maehlnBry 
of  administration  to  follow.  You  have 
all  the  machinery  of  Conrts  of  Law  j  you 
have  all  the  machinery  of  taxation,  and 
all  the  machinery  that  acoonjkplishes  ^e 
distribution  of  taxation  betwaem  tho 
town  and  boroaghs  and  the  eounties. 
You  have  the  quesUon  of  rslieying  the 
county  from  borough,  uid  the  dis- 
tribution of  taxation  on  the  one  and  the 
freeing  of  the  other,  save  in  so  far  as 
the  provisions  will  settle  the  relative 
amount  which  shall  be  applied  by  the 
borough ;  we  have  all  these  things  to 
attend  to,  and  yet  we  are  told  that  it 
can  be  done  almost  with  a  stroke  of  a 
pen.  Instanoes  are  cited,  and  I  have  ia 
my  mind  the  statemeut  of  the  Chairman 
of  "Ways  and  Means  in  regard  to  the 
Bathmines  illustration.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  illustration  was  not  at  all 
germane  to  the  Question  before  the 
House.  In  the  very  notice  issued  in  tha 
case  of  Bathmines  the  question  of  frau- 
chiaa  was  aetually  intiwluoed,  whereas 
you  are  asked  to  deal  wi^  a  franchise 
in  Belfstat  without  aither  th«  outsida 
population  bevng  asked  vheth«  th^ 
were  willing  to  be  taken  into  the  bo- 
rough, or  the  inside  population  being 
asked  whether  they  were  willing  that 
the  outside  population  should  be  taken 
in.  Let  me  say  at  the  present  moment, 
as  I  stated  before  a  Committee  some 
years  since,  that  the  taking  in  of  that 
outaide  p^ulAtion  would  be  an  absolute 

3  12 


Digitized  by 


ndS  Selfiat  Main 


(COMMONB}  Brainags  Sm.  176* 


loss  fo  &o8d  Iniride,  bnt  diat  it  mar  be- 
come neceflsaxy.  I  beliere  it  will  be 
neoeesary,  and  I  am  prepared  to  yield 
to  no  man  in  my  earnest  desire,  if  a 
public  measure  is  brought  forward,  to 
give  it  the  most  favourable  considera- 
tion ;  but  I  should  not  be  aahamed  to 
face  my  constituency,  after  the  Tote  I 
shall  give  in  this  matter,  distinctly 
stating  that  I  did  not  agree  that  that 
question  should  be  iotroduced  into  a 
Bill  that  has  been  framed  for  an  entirely 
different  purpose.  Tlien,  as  to  the 
water  question,  many  districts  aronnd 
BeUast  have  asked  for  a  water  supply. 
They  hare  asked  for  a  supply  of  water 
from  our  Water  Board,  and  when  that 
Water  Board  came  to  get  additional 
powers  they  added  to  those  powers  they 
already  possessed  others  enabling  them 
to  sell  "water  to  the  outside  population. 
The  hon.  Member  says  the  people  are 
taxed  fbr  water  without  representation'; 
but  that  is  not  the  case — those  who  take 
water  from  ns  are  represented  on  the 
Water  Board.  Thw  could  not  expect 
representation  elsewneref  for  that  is  the 
only  subject  for  which  they  are  taxed  ; 
and  lhat  brings  me  to  the  subject  of  the 
outside  population,  end  the  systeis  of 
taxation.  This  House  has  passed  judg- 
ment on  an  equal  system  of  taxation 
under  a  Public  Act,  which  we  know  as 
the  Sanitary  Act.  If  these  improve- 
ments were  carried  out  under  that  Act 
the  tax  on  which  we  should  levy  the 
rate  to  carry  out  these  works  would  be 
the  borough  rate.  That  would  not  be  a 
differentia!  tax.  In  addition  to  that 
there  is  a  kindred  subject  to  look  at — 
nameW.  the  Sewage  Question  of  1865. 
This  House  distinctly  gave  its  voice  to 
the  oarrying  out  that  scheme  of  sewage 
upon  an  equal,  and  not  a  differential, 
system  of  taxation.  I  have  to  apologize 
for  having  trespassed  for  so  long  on  the 
time  of  the  House ;  and  as  a  young 
Member  I  hare  to  thank  hon.  Members 
for  the  attention  they  have  given  to  me, 
and  I  trust  that  the  vote  of  this  House 
will  be  given  in  favour  of  its  own  Bnles — 
Rules  that  we  believe  are  for  the  publio 
welfare.  I  trust  hon.  Members  will  not 
allow  themselves  to  be  diverted  into  a 
side  ieaue,  having  nothing  to  do  with 
the  main  question  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  THOROIiD  ROGERS :  I,  Sir, 
rise  to  ask  a  question  on  a  question  of 
Order,  'or  rather  of  interpretation.  Sir, 
It  seems  to  me,  in  looking^    Uie  B^otion 

Mr.  RatUH 


of  the  hon.  Member  pnt  down  bare,  thti 
if  tbe  Committee  is  instructed  to  carry 
out  the  first  part  of  this  Motion,  eonsist- 
ing  of  four  danses,  the  second  part  of  it 
win  distinctly  nentraliEO  tbe  first.  The 
first  part  of  the  Motion  eays— 

"  That  it  1)6  an  Tastractioa  to  the  Committee 
on  the  BfiUast  Slain  Dtainage  BiS,  that 
do  insert  IB  tte  BUI  dauM  for  the  Mlowng 

and  then  tbe  Motion  goes  on  to  ennme- 
rute  the  purposes  for  wbicli  the  clansM 
are  to  be  passed— namely,  the  assimila- 
tion of  the  franchise,  to  enlarge  the 
qaalificatioD,  to  alter  the  boundary,  and 
to  proride  for  a  new  election  of  the 
Town  Council.  These  are  all  admirable 
things,  and  for  all  of  them  I  shonld  be 
willing  to  vote ;  bat  the  hon.  Member 
has  a  seeond  Resolution  whieh  says — 

"That  it  be  an  Instrnctlon  to  the  Committee 
(hat  fhe^  do  strike  ont  of  Uie  Bill  -mch  danm 
ai  do  not  niato  to  UieMnn  I>nuaage  Scbeme." 

If  I  understand  English,  the  remit  of 
that  would  be  that,  after  havin^f  passed 

the  Resolution  deciding  to  insert  all 
these  admirable  things  I  have  men- 
tioned, we  should  then  proceed  to  elimi- 
nate from  the  Bill  all  which  we  had  so 
agreed  to.  If  the  hon.  Member  would 
say  "any  such  other  clauses,"  the  diffi- 
culty Would  be  overcome ;  but  &3  I  read 
it,  it  seems  to  rae  that,  supposing  the 
House  agrees  to  pass  that  Resolution, 
if  it  adopts  the  second,  it  will  thereby 
state  that  all  the  work  of  the  first  shonld 
be  slaughtered. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  "We  are  not  dis- 
cussing the  second  Instruotion  at  ali,  but 
the  first  The  question  of  interpretation 
is  one  for  the  House. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEAXjY:  The  Htmae  has 
just  heard  two  speeches  on  this  question, 
one  of  some  importance  and  the  o^er  of 
not  much  importance.  The  important 
one  was  that  delivered  fbr  the  first  time, 
perhaps,  in  his  official  capacity,  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  (Mr.  Courtney),  and  I  regret 
very  much  that  I  cannot  congratulate 
him  onhis  first  appearance  In  this  Hon^ 
in  his  official  capacity ;  for,  Sir,  not  oxHj 
has  he  appeared  as  an  opponent  to  the 
extension  of  the  franchise,  but  to  a  con- 
siderable extent!  ho  himself,  being  the 
Chairman  of  this  House  and  one  who 
should  he  the  gualrdian  of  its  liberties 
has  been  the  one  who  has'  alfteo^ipted  to 
stifle  debate,  I  thin'k'it  cau  '6o'dnB<dy  he 
considered  mgnified,lfaVjn^  "iMli 
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a»lo,  speak,. got  iU.fopt  iothe  Miirup, 
luiving  jast  taken  bis  seat  on  thai;  Bench 
as  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  that 
should  attempt,  1  will  not  say  to 
jookey  the  House,  but,  at  all  events,  to 
give  what  I  would  call  a  friendly  lead — 
a  friendly  lead  to  induce  you,  Sir,  by 
suggestion  and  insinuation,  to  believe 
tihat  he,  in  his  official  position  as  Ghair- 
man  of  Ways  and  Means,  should  iaati- 
|mt0  youinto  adoptjog  the  view  thai  the 
Previous  QuostioiL  being  moved  by  him 
should  hare  the  effect  of  preventing  all 
discussion  oa  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 
Well,  Mr.  Speaker^  it  is  not  often  that  I 
enjoy  the  happiness  and  honour  of  being 
able  to  congratulate  our  Party  in  tbjs 
House  on  being  allowed  great  latitude 
in  debate — certainly  not  often  that  one 
could  congratulate  them  on  being  al- 
lowed auch  latitude  as  they  have  enjoyed 
to-day.  I  think  we  are  greatly  indebted 
to  you,  Sir,  for  your  ruling,  and  for 
having  refused  to  permit  yourself  to  be 
intimidated  by  such  a  suggestion  from 
one  in  the  position  of  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  entitled 
to  speak  of  tl^  Chair  in  that  manner. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  think.  Sir, 
you  must  have  misunderstood  me. 
What  I  said  was  that  I  congratu- 
late  

Mr.  SPEAKER:  What  I  inteuded 
to  say,  if  I  did  not  say  it,  was  that  there 
is  no  question  of  the  Chair  having  been 
intimidated  by  any  Member  in  any 
way. 

Ka.  T.  M.  HEAXY  :  I  will  simply 
Bay  that  I  am  glad  what  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means  attempted  to  say 
from  his  place,  as  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means,  has  had  such  little  influence 
upon  the  Chair.  I  am  glad  that  so 
great  an  authority  as  that  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means  was  not  suffi- 
oient  to  prevent  tlie  discussion  of  the 
merits  !of  this  case  hy  tho  moving  the 
Previous  Question.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man appoare,  as  I  havo  said,  for  the 
first  time  in  his  Office  of  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means,  as  tho  director  of 
debate  in  tbis  House,  aud  he  refers  to 
what  has  been  cited  as  a  precedent — to 
the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Bilke)  moved  in  the  Eathmines  Water 
Works  Bill  to  insert  a  olause  similar  to 
that  of  mj  hon.  Enend.   He  says  that  i 


tl^t  was  no  wecedent  at  all.   I  have  to 
remind  the  non.  Qentloman  ihat  that 
Instruction  was  moved  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tho  Member  for  Chelsea 
under  the  direction  of  the  then  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means.    They  were 
moved  by  the  direct  sanction  and  with 
the  direct  apmroval  of  a  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman whom  Ireland  and  our  Party  will 
always  have  reason  to  speak  of  with 
gratitude — namoly,  Sir  Arthur  Otway,  a 
Gentleman  who  was  an  omfimcnt  outt  a 
dicTiity  t'j  Ihr  Cliair  in  thus  lUnisr',  aud 
whom  wo  luL\  e  lutd  mali  good  n-itfeoii  at 
all  timrs  to   rfwpcct.    Sir,  Sir  Artlnir 
Otway  Muv  11(1  rt.'fi.siju  at  that  Tahlo  to 
object  lo  llio  i\[ul.i'jii  of  tlie  rijj;lit  lion. 
Baronet,  ilie  Meuibor  fur  Cliolt-oa.  Sir 
Arthur  Otwaj  occupied  tho  Clmiv  uf  this 
House  as  Chairman  o£^ Ways  and  Means 
for  a  space  uf  six  years— )xo  did  not  stop 
into  it  a  foitnigLt  ago — ["  Question !  ''^ 
I  am  dL'aling'  with  the  argument  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  aii'l  Means,  and  my 
point  is  that  Sir  Arthur  Otway  agrees 
to  a  siniulai^p^iifci^l^  as  tjiat  laid  ao\vn. 
in  the  M^tip;!^  li?.efqre  ^tjhej,  House,  when 
it  WM;>fQj«ht,|ft™^/ty  the  right 
hon.  ;6^n(>i  tl^e  VL^m)^o^.foT  ChelseiVf 
and  I  ani  pointing  oul;  tu[at  the  House 
is  entitled  to  pay  mucti'  greater  respeot 
to  the  decision  of  Sir  Arthur  Ot^vay  lust 
year,  than  it  is  (o  tho  opinion  of  the  pre- 
sent CLairinau  d'  ""d  Means,  who 
has  ooly  just  come  into  Office.  '  More- 
over, you  yourself  were  in  the  Chair 
when  that  Bill^  as  amended,  had  to  be 
considered,  and  this  thing  was  done 
under  your  sanction.   Well,  am  I  to  be 
told  that  what  was  done  last  year  in  an 
unreformed  Parliament,  a  Parliament 
that  had  not  a  single  man  in  it  returned 
from  any  county  under  the  present  fran- 
chise, nor  in  Ireland  from  any  borough, 
am  I  to  be  told  that  what  the  last  Par- 
liament was  willing  to  do  under  the 
sanction  of  an  experienced  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means,  this  present  Farlia* 
ment  is  to  tef  use  to  do  under  the  opinion 
of  a  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  owing 
to  some  crotchet  that  I  am  not  able  to 
understand  ?    Of  course,  I  know  very 
well  that  the  first  Order  for  this  evening 
is  tho  Women's  Suffrage  Bill.  I  am  well 
aware  that  this  question  raised  by  my 
hoD.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton)  may  tend  to 
some   esteot   to  bring  that  Women's 
SufiTroge  Bill  under  the  operation  of  the 
half-past  12  o'clock  Bule ;  but  I  would 
Qay  that  X  am  a  supporter  of  that 
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Women's  SufirageBUl — I  am  as  anxious 
as  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
oan  be  that  it  should  come  on  for  discua- 
eion  ;■  but  I  irill  not  for  a  moment  allow 
the  fact  that  a  Bill,  which  I  am  a  sup- 
porter of,  is  to  come  on  later  in  the 
eveninff,  pf event mpr  exerdsing  mvri^ht 
as  a  llBmb»  of  this  House  in  debating 
a  question  of  ffreat  importanoe  to  the 
utmost  extent  J  think  desirable.   As  to 
that  question,  I  put  it  to  the  Honse 
whether  it  is  worthy  of  it  to  take  into 
consideration  the  arguments  put  forward 
by  the  Chairman  of  "Ways  and  RTeans  P 
He  says,  if  you  hare  a  BQl  coming  down 
from  any  English  borough,  such  as  the 
borough  of  Birmingham,  you  have  no 
right,  on  a  question  of  Water  Works  or 
Qas  Bnsiness,  to  attempt  to  introduce 
into  it  the  principle  of  proportional 
representation  or  Women's  su&age. 
That  might  be  a  good  argument  ad- 
dressed to  England ;  but  we  have  in  this 
House  passed  a  lEVanchise  Bill  time 
after  time,  and  it  has  invariably  been 
kicked  out  in  the  House  of  Lords.  We 
fsel  that  it  is  our  duty,  then,  to  seize 
every  opportunity  that  may  oflfer  itself 
for  pushing  forward  this  question.  Bir- 
mingham may  not  be  anxious  for  pro- 
orbonal  representation ;  but  this  House 
as  time  after  time  affirmed  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  reduction  of  the  franchise  in 
Ireland.    Am  I  to  be  told  that  because 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  chooses  to  set  up  his 
crotchets  he  is  to  be  accepted  as  an 
authority  when  we  have  the  authority 
of  his  respected  Predecessor  in  the  post 
of  diairman— Sir  Arthur  Otway— and 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke)  for 
distinctly  accepting  a  similar  Amend- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Bathmines  Bill 
last  year  ?    I  trust  the  House  will  be,of 
opinion  that  precedent  is  to  govern 
the  Eulea  and  Orders  of  this  House; 
and  I  should  havd  thought  that  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  would  be 
bound  to  be  guided  by  precedent  as 
much  as  the  Judges  of  the  land.  In- 
stead of  beii^  so  bound,  the  hon.  Q^en- 
tleman  chooses  to  set  up  his  own  pri- 
vate opinion  over  what  I  would  call 
the  cream  of  authority — namely,  the 
action  of  his  Predecessor,  in  order  to 
secure  the  rejection  of  the  Amendment. 
I  cannot  believe  that  the  House  will  be 
Jed  away  by  any  consideration  of  the 
kind.   I  believe  that  hon.  Mcnmlmrs  will 
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fairly  consider  the  merits  of  the -case, 
and  theftictthat  we  have  been  etm^Hng 
for  years  to  bring  forward  Hesolutions 
of  this  kind,  many  of  which  hare  beea 
accepted  by  the  m)nse  time  after  time ; 
and  we  shonld  be  Beglecjting  our  dufy  if 
we  did  not  fake  every  opportunity  of 
endeavouring  to  effset  a  reform  of  ibe 
municipal  mnofaise.    Xt  has  actually 
been  made  a  taunt  to  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers that  they  aDowed  the  xighi  hon. 
Gentleman  Ute  Member  for  Ohelsnto 
seize  the  opportnoity  of  dealing  with  the 
question  on  the  Bathminee  Bill ;  that 
we  ought  to  have  shown  onreelves  more 
alert  and  watchful,  and,  as  ReproeeB- 
tatives  of  the  Irish  x>eople,  should  not 
have  allowed  the  right  hon.  Qentlemas 
to  take  the  matter  out  of  their  hands. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
(Bfr.  Sexton)  has  taken  advantage  of 
a  similar  opportanity  to-nighf^  and  be 
hopes  to  accomplish  what  the  rig^it  hon- 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Ohetaea  did. 
I  can  only  say  that  if  my  hem.  Friend 
imagined  that  his  flank  was  likely  to  be 
turned  1^  the  aofcion  of  the  Ohairman  of 
Waya  and  Means  he  would  prove  him- 
self of  little  courage  if  he  did  aot  imi- 
tate  the  acticm  taken  1^  the  hoa.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Belfast  (Mr.  De  Cobafa). 
It  is  very  fortunate  for  the  people  that 
they  are  now  represented  by  no  less 
than  four  Members.  Notwithstanding 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  (Mr.  Haslett),  anybody  who  will 
turn  back  to  the  straggle  which  took 
place  in  the  elections  last  November 
will  find  that  the  question  on  which  one 
Tory  candidate  was  defeated,  and  on 
which  Tory  candidates  were  opposed  in 
two  or  three  divisions,  was  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Town  Council  of  Beliast. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  says 
that  this  question  was  not  raised.   I  m 
that  it  was  distinctly  raised ;  and  I  cbu- 
lenge  the  late  Borough  Treasurer,  who 
is  now  the  Rerareaeatative  for  the  Basteim 
Division  of  Belfast  (Mr.  De  Oobain),  to 
say  that  it  was  not  nuaed. 

Ma.  HASLETT:  I  did  not  say  that 
the  question  was  not  raised  at  the 
Parliamentary  Election  ;  but  what  I  did 
say  was  that  it  was  not  raised  at  the 
municipal  election. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  am  happy  te 
receive  the  correotion,  because  I  think  it 
very  muoh  strwigthens  my  poation.  The 
hon.  Member  taja  <^at  it  was  raised  at 
the  Fftriiamentaiy  £lecti««»  bnt  Ihsit  it 
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was  notTaieed  at  the  manicipal  election. 
"Why  was  it  not  raised  at  the  municipal 
election  ?   It  was  because  the  persons 
wbo  raised  it  had  no  votes.   The  hon. 
Member  admits  that  at  the  Farliamen- 
tary  £leotion  the  question  was  raised  ; 
ana.  having  been  raised  it  formed  a  moat 
impoztant  factor  in  the  election,  o»  I 
well  kaxtWf  having  closely  followed  the 
afiaizs  o£  Belfast,  and  being,  a  sub' 
Boriber  to  its  newspapers.   AVhat  hap- 
pened was  tiua — the  Borough  Treasurer^ 
who  now  sits  as  Member  for  East  Bel- 
fast (Mr.  De  Cobain),  was  dismissed 
from  his  situation  by  gentlemen  like  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Has- 
Lett).    He  was  dismissed  for  daring  to 
come  forward  against  agentlemsn  known 
as  Sir  James  Corry ;  and  Sir  James  Corry 
waa  defeated  on  the  distinct  issue  of  the 
reiovm  of  the  Town  Council.    The  ex- 
Treasurer  of  Belfast  gave  up  his  valu- 
able aitaatioai  which,  if  we  are  to  judge 
by  the  salavy  paid  to  the  Town  Clark, 
BLiiat  have  been  worth  at  least  £1,000 
a-year,  in  order  that  he  might  go  against 
the  Town  Ooun^  ring  represented  by 
Sir  Jamea  Corry.   And  what  is  more, 
aided,  I  am  happy  to  eay,  by  the  Na- 
tionalists of  Belfast,  he  defeated  the 
Town  Council.   The  hon.  Member  who 
sits  for  South  Belfast  (Mr.  Johnbton), 
who  is  fond  of  military  tacties,  also  op- 
posed the  dominant  ring  <^  the  Town 
Council ;  and  so  small  was  the  power  of 
the  Town  Council  ring  that  it  was  only 
able  to  give  the  hon.  Alderman  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Haslett) 
a  most  uaeafe  seat,  snd  one  whioh  he 
earned  only  by  30  votes.    That  is  the 
eaact  atrength  and  power  of  the  Town 
Council  ring  over  the  people  of  Belfast. 
Why  have  not  the  three  Colleaguee  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  got 
up  in  this  House  as  the  opponenta  of  the 
extension  of  the  municipal  franchise? 
The  hon.  Uenxber  was  the  best  candi- 
date who  could  be  got  to  conteBt  the 
seat  with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
forSltgo(Mr.Sezton).  Why  does  not  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  B^faat  (Mr. 
Johnston),  lately  Fishery  Inspector,  get 
up  and  oppose  this  Beeolutiou?  What 
was  the  first  Parliamentary  act  of  the 
hon.  Member  on  the  first  day  the  House 
met?    It  was  to  bring  in  a  BiU.  to  re- 
duce the  muRioipal  franchise  in  Ireland. 
I  challenge  him,  then,  to  get  up  and  say 
he  chsllsngee  the  Instruction  to  the 
OonMiiitlee>  o»  the  jB«lfMtiBiU,  to  reduce 


themunicipalfranchise,movedbymyho?j. 
Friend.  Will  the  lion.  Member  for  East 
Belfast  (Mr.  De  Cobaiu)  the  disniissed 
Borough  Treasurer,  get  up  and  oppose 
the  Resolution  ?  Belfaet,  at  this  moment, 
enjoys  the  honour  of  being  represented 
by  two  diemissed  officials.  I  challenge 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Belfast  to  get 
up  and  oppose  this  luetruotion.  I  chal- 
lenge any  one  of  these  Gentlemen  to  face 
his  Parliamentary  constiti^epts,  .at  the 
next  election  with  a  record  that  ,  ita  this 
House  he  opposed  the  assimilation  of  the 
Parliamentary  aud  borough  franchise. 
The  hoD.  Aide  i-man  the  Member  fof 
West  Belfast  (Mr.  Haslett)  says  that  lie 
will  do  so;  but  lio  is  .simply  tiio  tlinm- 
pion  of  im  unsafe  sc*!it,  and  tin.-  dof-'Utt,' 
of  the  Town  Gouneil  is  ('iitii'oly  b-ft  to 
him.  I  challeiii^o  nny  mini  of  Belfast 
who  holds  a  aait!  >cn\  in  -a  v  that  he  wij^ 
oppose  the  assiiiiilatii>ii  of  the  Parlisir 
meotary  and  Municipal  franchise.  % 
should  not  be  surprised  to  find  the  hoD^ 
Member  for  Mid  Armagh  (Sir  Jame^ 
Carry),  who  form^-Iy  fepresefite^  t^.C'Ujf 
of  Belfast,  getting  up  to  oppose  the 
tion.  He  has  noiK  the  good  luck  to  ei^  t^f; 
Mid  Armagh ;  bui  it  is  a  long  drive )&om 
Mid  Armagh  to  Belfast,  and  we  qa^l^^g 
the  hon.  Baronet  standing  uptochanf^ion 
the  Town  Council,  sinte'  thf'  Tuwn  C>»iincil 
championed  him.  Whatever  lustre  was 
shed  upon  the  Bill  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Haslett),  I  do  not 
think  that  his  arguments  will  have  much 
effect.  I  would  point  out  to  the  House 
that  within  the  last  20  years  there  have 
been  Bills — 14  in  number — brought  into 
Parliament  by  this  tinkering  Town 
Council,' and  that  it  has  cost  these  anti- 
Home  Bulers  of  Belfast  to  come  over 
here  to  London,  where  they  can  only  get 
men  to  manage  their  business  for  themt 
a  sum  of  £150,000.  X  venture  to  say 
that  a  Parliament  sitting  in  Dublin  would 
have  done  the  work  much  better,  and 
for  mudh  less  money.  Indeed,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  the  ratepayers  of  the 
City  of  Belfast  are  beginning  to  consider 
what  advantage  they  have  obtained  for 
the  150,000  golden  sovereigns  they  have 
expended  in  getting  an  independent 
verdict  upon  their  private  business  from 
the  wiseaorea  of  this  House,  headed  by 
the  hon.  Oentleman  tlic  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means.    ["  Order ! "]  , 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  an(^ 
learned  Member  is  certainly  not  iur 
Order  ia  referring  to  any  Menber  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


^711  Se^Mam  {CCQS 

tbis  House,  or  to  one  in      poiitloA  of 

the  OhAirman  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  a 
mannjer  vhH^  it  soarosly  in  aoc  or  dance 
vith  Parliamentary  deoorum. 

Mr.  T.  M,  HBALY  :  Well,  Sir,  I  ,ut 
once  withdraw  the  word  "  wiseacre,"  as 
applied  to  the  Ohainnan  of  Ways  wid 
Moans.  I  was  saying  Ibat  the  people  of 
iBeUiast  considw  that  this  enormoas  enm 
of  mon^  has  not  been  wisely  apent  No 
lees  than  £ldO,000  have  been  espendad 
by  tbe  Town  Council  of  Belfast  in  Fri- 
Tat6  Bill  legislation  during  tbe  last  40 
yMTs.  They  have  been  eontinualLy  pro- 
moting BiJle.  Tfaey  paued  Acts  in  18G5, 
18G8,  1875,  1878,  and  1S84,  and  now 
theijr  hare  introdttced  anatli«r  BiU.  Why 
is  this?  It  is  because  the  munioipal 
franchise  has  not  been  reformed;  and 
the  only  way  to  prevent  this  waste  of 
xioney  is  to  have  tbe  pure  breatia  of 
pvbUo  opinion  poured  in  to  clear  out  the 
Oonncil  Chamber  oi  BelfasL  Until.tbat 
is  done  you  will  have  tiiis  constant  waste 
of  money,  and  this  cometant  waste  of 
time;  and  the  unenA-anobised  woiting 
men  of  Belfast  will  fail  to  secure  honeet 
and  independent  repmentatlTes  in  the 
Oounoil  Chamber. 

Thb  chancellor  or  the  EXOHE- 
QTJEB  (Sir  Wiixiam  HAnootiBT) :  I 
must  say  that  I  reg^t — and  I  think  the 
House  will  regret— the  manner  in  whioh 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  (Mr^  T. 
M.  Healy )  has  spokw  of  the  course  taken 
by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Meane. 
My  bon.  IViend  was  only  fulfilling  a 
publio  duty  in  calling  attentitm.  to  the 
extreme  inoonvenience  which  would 
follow  from  discussing  large  questions 
of  publio  policy  npon  Private  Bills. 
There  is  one  thing,  however,  in  which 
wo  shall  agree,  whatever  our  opinion  on 
Irish  topics  may  be ;  and  that  is  in  what 
the  hoD.  and  learned  Member  who  has 
just  eat  down  has  said,  that  it  is  most 
undesirable,  and  very  muoh  to  be 
lamented,  that  some  better  method  of 
disposing  of  Irish  local  business  should 
not  be  iuaugurated  than  that  of  occupy- 
ing the  tinte  of  the  House  of  Oommoos 
with  diaoussions  of  this  diaracter.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  Member  on  either 
side  of  the  Honse  who  will  dispute  tiie 
uxgenoy  of  some  suoh  reform,  and  that 
it  would  be  teat  better  tbat  questions  of 
this  kind  should  be  diasuased  in  Ireland. 
There  is  alio  aoHitfaer  thing  in  which  I 
agree  with  the  hon.  aud.  learned  Mem* 
i)«r-in«atefyt  .tlkat  the  time:  has  arriTed 

Mr.  Speakv 
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for  eqnalaswg  tb^  FarHaioeaatair  anA 
the  Municipal  fraBohiB^r~aa4  if  thi* 
were  the  piDoper  oeeaeien  I  abould 
oppose  sudti  a  proposition  by  n*y  vote.  I 
hold  that  opinion  yery  singly,  .at>d 
upon  a  fitting  opportunity  I  aball  be 
prepared,  to  suMwrt  it.  both  by  Bpe«oh 
and  by  votsw  Sut  the  qnftstion  of  en- 
larging the  boottdariea  of  Belfaet^  or  of 
equalising  the  Municipal  and  FarlLia- 
HLent»y  franohises,  are  not  reoUy.tirase 
whiehareulidierdiseusiion^  Theqaaation 
really  raised  is  that  of  -owe  PazlkBikM- 
tnry  Procedure— shall  we  takoi  ov  aUov 
to  be  raised,  important  ^ueatioBS  9S 
pubUo  poli^  on  thfO  conaideBiiftiaiL  of 
PrirateBUh?  I-wiM  aajLthe  Howe 
to  consider  what-  mndd  bappea  if  «e 
were  to  allow  .suoh  a  oonree  to  be  taken 
upon  ovevy  Private  BiU?  It-  ia  qoite 
evident  that  every  question  vt  public 
polioy  would  be  raised  on  a  Private  Bifi, 
instead  of  in  tha  ordinary  omoBe,  be- 
oaase  a  Private  Bill  .would  havie  prere- 
^enoe;  What  would  be  the  use  of  our 
Order  Book  ,  ia  regard  to  pabKo  qoee- 
tions  if  anehan  importantqneetiau  as  that 
of  the  eqnaiisation  of  the  Humietpal  and 
ParliameMtnry  franchise  could  be  raised 
upon  the  introduction  of  a  Private  Bill  ? 
It  is  quite  clear  that  the  whole  Buaaess 
of  the  House  would  be  thrown  into  a 
state  of  ocmfuflion  if  suob  a  proeeeding 
were  permitted.  That  is  xeaUy  tbe  aaly 
question  we  have  to  oomsider.  Hy  boa. 
Friend  the  Ghairmui  of  Waya  and 
Means  has  moved  tbe  ^rBvioue  Qnes- 
ti<m.  Hon.  Members  can  make  aByeb> 
aervations  they  like  on  that  Motion ;  but, 
as  I  understand  the  Motion  of  my  bon. 
Friend,  his  object  is  to  obtain  an  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  the  House  that  mat- 
ters of  tbis  kind  ought  not  to  be  raised  on 
a  Privat«  Bill.  Now,  what  in  tbe  first 
proposal  made  by  the  hon.  MenAer  fiv 
Sli^(Mr.fieztait)?  Itis— 

"That  ft  lie  an.  Instruction  to  fho  Committee 
on  the  Belfast  Main  DrahMig*  Biil,  that  they  do 
iiifiert  in  the  BQI  CManEeafor  the  foDowloif  jKa-- 
poKs :— To  asBimtlftte  the  llnnicipal  francUaoof 
the  borough  of  Bolfasb  to  iho  eziatug  Psxfis- 
mentary  franchise." 

Now,  I  admit  that  hon.  Membon  oppo* 
site  have  a  strong  argumaiit  in  As 
Bathnnnes  case.  What  £  aaj  in  ihat^ 
while  I  admit  Uiat  antinsly,  it-ia  not.a 
preoedoit  which  it  w<o»Mi  ba  wiBa  to 
follow.  That  is  a  fUugi  whifh  liaieiten 
said  in  a  Court  of  L&w,  and  it  iti  eqaallj 
proper  ito  beiqaid  ill:  f  orliaiieaitJ  JiSlie 
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House  may  hare  made  a-  pi^eedent,  the 
fall  6oop»  Etnd  iBoonwiiieiwe  of  whiuh 
might  not  be  foreseen  at  the  time ;  but 
'  it  ik  now  perceived  that  the  following-  of 
that  pr«0edent-^uld  throw  the^rderof 
tihe  House  ei  Oomnlons  and  the  conteol 
of  tbe  vhole  BuftineBs  of  the  Honse  into 
-  confusion  by  allowing  miseeUaneoua 
■  queatioaA  of  a  publio  charaeterr  and  «l 
lamcmw  imp(»>tdnee,'  to  be  (KsousBed 
npMi  a  Fritale  Bill.  Thatisnalty  .all 
I  hwra  to  tay.  I  think  it  is  competent 
for  Ibfl  Hbuse  to  dcolara  that  a  bin  pre* 
cedaztt  sbatt  aot  be  aoted  upon.  The 
question  of  the  extension  of  borough 
Donndaiies  requtres,  aa  evei7boay 
hnoTs,  the  oaveful  considaratiou  of 
detailed  afirangemeots ;  and  the  Hoose 
ought  not  to  depart  from  the  Bale 
which  applies  to  all  Private  Bills  for 
the  purpose  of  dealing  with  thia  ques- 
tion. I  am  qidta  willing  to  believe  that 
the  KctMuion  of  the  maniaipal  frandiise 
in  the  Irish  borongfaa  is  a  question  upon 
which  hoD.  Members  opposAte  who  sit 
below  the  Gangway  feel  most  strongly. 
Bul^  whatever  may  be  "the  meeits  of  the 
case,  I  thiak  the  House  would  regret 
Te«y  rauoh  if  we  were  now  to  follow  aad 
cobfivm  a  dangeroua  precedent.  We 
ou^t  now  to  twED  a  stoiid,  aud  say  that 
upon  Pnrata  Bills  it  is  nofeaafe,  nor  je  it 
cfNBiisteBt  with  the  Bules  and  Orders  of 
the  House,  to  diseuas  broad  questions  of 
principle  and  publio  policy,  or  to  enter 
upon  so  wide  an  iasQe  as  tbiLt  which 
the  bon.  Momber  for  ffligo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
ie  now  endeaTouring  to  raiao.  That  is  the 
view  which  I  am  authorized  to  say  the 
Qovemment  take  upon  this  matter,  and 
they  take  it  solely  upon  the  eme  point  of 
the  iQconrenience  and  oenfusion  into 
whiflh  the  adoption  of  audi  a  eourse 
would  necessarily  throw  the  Business  of 
tiie  House.  Thocefore,  on  the  part  of 
Her  Majesty's  QoTemrneot,  I  oppose 
the  Instruction  moved  by  the  faon.  Mem- 
ber, and  support  my  htm.  Friend  the 
Ghainnan  of  Ways  and  MeMi^  wlu>  has 
mored  <^e  Previous  Question ;  but  I  do 
so  sol^  upon  the  ground  I  have  enOea- 
Toured  to  explain—that  I  am  expressing 
n0-optnk>n  upon  the  merfts  of  the  ques- 
tiou  itself,  but  tiiat  I  think  kbe  Honee 
nought  to  lay  down  distinct  the  rule  that 
no  question  of  this  magnitude,  involving 
mattersol  puhlio-policy,  ought  to  be  con- 
.  Bid«red  upon  -a  Private  Bill 
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theMotion  of  my  hon.  Fiiead  tbeiMem- 
ber  for  Sligo  Sexton)  until,  at  any 
rate,  it  has  heard  the  views  entertained 
upon  it  by  the  hon.  Members  for  Belfast. 
As  yet  only  one  of  tkeBepresentativea  of 
that  city—  the  >  Member  for  West  Bel- 
fast (Mr.  Haslett)-- has  bad  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  an  opinion  upon 
the  Besolotion ;  and,  liisrefore,  there  are 
tbrae,  ottt  of  the  fourv  Bspreeentatives 
whose  ■opinioaa  the  House  wotdd  like  to 
hear.  It  cwtainly  seema  to  me,  on  the 
Showing  of  the  Iran.  ICttn^er  for  West 
Belfast  himself,  that  liiere  is  no  other 
MembOT  for  that  qity  who  is  wepared  to 
givo  a  hoaest  support  to  the  Bill.  Now, 
what  is  it  that  my  hoa.  Friesd  Uie  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  pvopoeea?  He  proposes 
nothing^  whatever  that  runs  counter  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  if  Uiose  pro- 
vinons  are  approved  of  by  the  oonsti- 
tuenoy  of  Belmat,  who  certainly  ought 
to  have  some  voice  in  the  matter.  What 
was  done  by  this  House  in  the  case  of 
the  townshipof  Batiimioes  and  Bathgar 
would  meet  thscaseof  BeUhst.  All  that 
is  asked  is  that  the  large  expenditure 
oontemplated  snder  the  present  BiU 
should  not  be  finally  decided  upon  until 
a  proper  sonstitnency  has  been  estab- 
lished to  settle  what  .works  ought  to  be 
nndertaken.  Now,  Sir,  there  is  somo- 
thing  vny  important  in  the  pnneiple 
involved.  If  we  pass  the  Bill,  to  what 
Local  Authority  is  it  to  be  referred  to 
carry  out  the  work?  It  is  absolutely 
essential  that  it  must  be  referred  to  some 
body  representing  the  Town  Oounoil  of 
B^fast ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  no 
hon.  Member  who  heard  the  speech  of 
my  bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
can  believe  that  the  ptreaent  Municipal 
Authori^  in  Belfast  honestly  and  fairiy 
represents  the  oenstitnenoy  indaded  in 
the  Uunioipality.  Two  of  the  hon. 
Members  who  represent  Belfast  have 
been  challenged  to  eixpress  ihsax  opi- 
nions on  this  queafeion.  I  know  very 
weU  the  extent  of  Party  obligations 
which  hon.  Members  may  be  under  on 
occasions  li^  the  preeent,  aud  that  they 
do  not  wish  to  run  counter  to  t^ose  obli- 
gations. Divide ! "]  Hon.  Members 
who  ory  "Divide!"  will  forgave  me  if 
I  say  that  before  we  divide  I  sboidd,  like 
to  know  what  it  is  tbat  we  are  about  to 
divide  upon.  In  IrelsAd  this  question 
baa  long  been  regarded  ae  a  most  vital 
ono— I  mean  the  qaestion  of  the  assiai- 
latioB  of  the.Mnnifripali  and  'the  ParUa> 
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meittaiy  tmnohise.  We  are  told  tbait 
we  should  put  H  off  until  aaotiier  oppor- 
tiukity,  btftanse  thie  Bill  do«s  not  touch 
the  itnportaut  iateveeis  iuToWed  iu  the 
quefitien.  But  is  that  bo  ?  Is  it  de- 
sirable that  we  should  proceed  to  dob- 
sider  the  ptoTisions  of  this  Bel&st  Bill 
without  any  discussion  of  the  real  metits 
of  the  oase?  ^Hiat  is  what  the  hon. 
^totieman  the  Ohainnaa  of  Oommittees 
proposes.  Nov,  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  hon.  Hemfaer  intends  to  intimidate 
any  of  us — much  lees  yon,  l^r— and  I 
xeedly  think  tiiat  he  has  breugfat  his 
powerful  alnlify  and  weight  of  axeameot 
to  bear  not  so  much  upon  this  Motion 
as  upon  one  which  may  be  bron^t  on 
at  a  later  hour.  I  Tonture  to  say  that  I 
afaottld  regret  rery  mueh  if  «e  were  to 
come  to  a  decision  upon  the  Motion 
without  baring  heard  those  hon.  Mem- 
bera  for  Belfast  who  have  not  yei 
spoken  ;  and  I  oballenge  them  to  stand 
up  in  tbeir  place  and  say  they  believe 
that  the  oonstituenoy  wMdi  they  vepre>- 
sent  wish  that  the  power  song^  for  by 
the  Bill  should  be  intrusted  to  the  pre- 
sent Moaioipal  Authority  of  Belfast. 
The  Munioipal  Authority  of  BelCast,  as 
it  has  been  rapreeented  to  me— I  do  not 
know  with  what  aooxwacy-^is  like  the 
OoOEt  cf  a  fodreign  despotie  Potentate, 
goremad  by  a  single  tndUviduaL  In 
Hue  ease  the  Suler  is  the  Town  Olsik, 
who  is  the  -g^atest  Town  CUnrk  tinee 
tjie  days  of  the  Town  Olerk  of  Ephesus. 
If  the  Members  for  Belfast  would  only 
stand  up  and  give  tbmr  honest  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  this  Bill,  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  House  would  at  onee  decline  to 
pass  the  Bill  without  some  sucb  safe- 
guards  as  those  whiob  aire  proposed  by 
my  hon.  fViend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  in  the  Instructian  wbioh 
he  proposes  to  give  to  the  Committee. 

Hr.  MAUBIOB  HEALY  :  I  ask  the 
House  not  to  be  led  away  from  the  oon- 
sideration  of  the  Eeeolntion  of  my  hon. 
Etiead  by  the  highly  technical  «»d 
awnewhat  pedantic  reasons  whieh  hare 
bem  gtren  by  the  hon.  Gentleman'  the 
GUudimaa  of  Ways  and  Means.  The 
question  i%  whether  the  House  is  to  aot 
on  precedmt  when  a  precedent  has  been 
set,  and  whether,  oonudenng  the  pre- 
sent prepostorous  condition  of  the  muni- 
cipal franchise  in  Ireland,  they  will  cast 
the  oppMrtomty  which  nov  presents 
itoelt  aside,  on  aooount  of  tbe'fiintsy  j 
masons  vbiah  tha  CAuuitmaiL'  oot  >  Ways  j 

Sir  Jbuph  JPKmna 


and  Maane  has  girea  f  The  hon.  Gcottla- 
man  eodeavoured  to  lead  the  Ebose  to 
baliera  that  my  bon^  Friend  the 
for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sez-ton,)  desired  to  indoEs 
the  House  to  take  a  step  of  «a  ol^w- 
tionable  cbaraetdr.  I  do  not  think  thit  . 
the  proposition  e{  my  hon.  Frianel  de-  I 
sertes  the  terms  which  have  been  &p>  I 
I^ed  to  it  The  House  kas  a  r^nlir  I 
set  of  Bulaa  and  bye*law8  to  govern  iU 
Procedure;  and  axe  we  to  undsntasd 
that  tiioae  Kules  and  bye-laws  whicl 
hare  axistod  s«  long  really  perout  tha 
House  to  do  thinga  whi(di  are  impropM 
and  indfioem  -uideM  the  Ohairmaii  of 
Ways  and  MaanflrOt  sflta*  other  QenUe- 
man  in  a  reeponscble  positioo,  nithee 
into  the  breach  to  prevent  ajiything  im* 
proper  from  being  done  ?  I  aay  that  if 
the  step-  whi^  my  hon.  Fnend  ub  tbe 
House  to  take  were  unprecedeoted,  tx- 
o^tional,  ineonvenienti  or  undeeintUe. 
there  are  Uembena  in  this  House  who 
hare  been  heto  long  enoagh  to  preratt 
any  step  of  the  kind  irom  bong  tsku. 
The  hon.  Oentleniaa,  soppoiTted  b;  du 
OhaAceUor  of  .the  fbwhequer,  says  tkit 
it  is  irregularv  «ad  a  ptactioe  much  (e 
be  depzRsatedr  to  discuse  public  qw- 
tions  upon  a  Private  Bill,  even  if  the 
HoTOOi  for  goodcaasoos,  thinks  itezpe- 
dient  to  do  so.  NoW|  I  would  veattn 
to  give  tiie  Honw  two  or  tiiree  xeamu 
why  I  think  the  arguments  advaaeed  b; 
the  Ofaairman  of  Ways  and  Means  oogU 
not  to  hove  any  weight  attaohed  to  tbea 
OB.  the  ptreaeot  occasion,  flurdy,  I1U7 
venture  to  place  the  question  of  the  baA 
municipal  franchise  fiar  above  quediou 
sueh  as  women's  sufiFrage  or  propovtioiial 
represantaticm.  Indeed,  Uieze  ia  no 
analogy  whatever  between  them ;  and  I 
will,  with  the  permimion  of  the  Home, 
point  oat  why  I  think  so.  In  the  £nt 
plaoe,  the  questions  of  women's  so&agv 
and  proporticmal  represffiatation  areqaee- 
tions  which  have  never  been  {»aotioallf 
adjudicated  vcpoa  by  the  House,  s^ 
they  are  queaUoos  whidi  differ  in  dieir 
very  essenoe  from  the  qu^ion  of  tbe 
extension  <^  the  munieipaL  franc£is*-> 
question  w]uch>  oa  my  hen.  Friend  ihe 
Member  for  fiUgo  (Mr.  Baxton)  poiattd 
out,  has  already  been aeveral  iSsam^a^ 
with  by  the  How.  Only  three  or  fcnr 
years  ago,  the  Home  did  for  Bog^u^ 
what  we  now  adc  to  hove  iloae  far  the 
aty  of  Belfast,  tite  same  tUng  bari^T 
j  been  dose  30  or  80  years  ag*for  the 
CUt70f  Bublin;  Biliaibr  theitedfinn" 
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of  the  municipal  franchise  in  Ireland 
have  on  more  than  one  occaeion  been 
paM9d  by  this  House ;  but  they  were 
mrariably  rejected  ia  the  Honse  of 
Lords.   It  has  been  over  and  orer  again 
admitted,  even  by  the  Prime  Hintster, 
that  the  qaestion  of  manicipal  reform 
in  Irdand  is  a  crying  girierance  in  that 
ooantry.   Over  and  over  again  we  hare 
been  told  thet  the  reason  why  the  ques- 
tion has  not  been  deaH  wHh  before  now 
wa«  the  priority  which  other  important 
measures  had  over  it  for  coomderation. 
Saraly,  that  is  a  ground  why  this  qttes- 
tion  of  the  extension  of  the  municipal 
frauofaise  in  Ireland  should  be  distin- 
gaished  from  those  other  qneations  with 
irhich  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
has  attempted  to  compare  them.  But 
there  is  another  and  a  strong  reason  why 
this  House  should  refuse  to  place  this 
question  upon  an  analogy  with  those 
which  the  hon.  Qentteman  the  Ohair- 
niMi  of  Way  sand  Means  (Mr.  Oouvtney) 
has  referred  to.   The  questions  which 
the  hon.  Member  has  referred  to  con- 
cera  tike  whol«  community  of  Bag- 
land,  Ireland,  and  Sootland ;  they  are 
qaestioiu  which  eonoern  evety  rood 
of  fffoaitd  ia  the  Three  Kingdoms ; 
whtw,  on  the  othw  hand,  the  question 
of  the  ezten8i<m  of  the  manicipal  fran- 
chise in  Ireland  only  conceme  some  10 
or  13  communities,  most  of  which  are 
small  ia  size.    Let  me  point  out  that,  so 
far  from  its  being  exceptional  or  unpre- 
cedented far  this  House  to  connect  the 
question  of  the  irauchlse  with  general 
questions  of  munieipal  government,  on 
the  contrary,  it  has  be«i  the  constant 
practice  of  the  House,  in  measures  deal- 
ing with  the  goremment  of  Munieipal 
Sodiea,  in  measures  oreatii^  Town  Ooun- 
oUb,  and  in  measures  regulating  the  Oor* 
porations  of  Ir^and,  to  introduce  provi- 
sions dealing  with  the  franchise.   In  a 
Frivat^  Ac^  of  the  mty  which  I  have  the 
lumour  to  repreient—the  CSty  of  Owk — 
there  are  provieiooa  r^;ttlatingth»  Muni- 
cipal Bevinon  Court  m  that  constituency. 
In       Act  oonstiiating  the  township  of 
Slaekvook  the  question  of  the  f  ranohise 
is  dealt  with,  and  there  are  at  least  a 
dozen  Irish  Acts  which  deal  with  and 
regulate  the  franchise  in  the  townships 
to  which  they  apply.    In  the  face  of 
these  £aot8,  are  we  to  be  told  that  the 
Souse  would  be  aotiog  in  a  manner 
aearoely  decent  if  it  were  to  do^  in  the 
caae  of  Belfast,  what  it  has  ainady  done, 
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over  and  over  again,  in  the  ease  of  other 
muniotpfUities  in  Ireland  f  But  the  hon . 
Qentleman  the  Ohairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  has  another  reason  for  moving 
the  Previous  Question.  He  says  that^ 
passing  from  the  snbject  of  the  franchise, 
it  would  be  irregular  and  improper  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  boundaries  by  a 
Beaolution  of  tbiskind,  because,  forsooth, 
if  that  question  had  been  originally  in  the 
Bill,  it  would  only  have  been  there  after 
due  notice  by  advertiaement  had  been 
given  to  all  parties  ooDcemed.  What 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  asks  the  House  to  do  is  not 
to  give  its  sanction  to  any  fancy  scheme 
for  the  reoonetitution  of  tbe  boundaries 
of  B^ast ;  but  to  adopt  the  very  prin- 
ciple which  the  Corporation  of  B^ast 
are  promoting  in  this  Bill  already,  and 
which  they  ask  the  House  to  sanotion, 
but  wfaieh  they  propose  to  carry  out  in 
a  very  different  and  far  more  objection- 
able manner.  My  hon.  Friend  asks  the 
House  to  do  whtrt  one  of  its  own  Com- 
missioners was  especially  appointed  to 
consider,  and  who  reported  in  favour  of 
an  extension  ot  the  minchise  ia  face  of 
the  stoongest  opposition  from  the  Local 
Bodies.  These,  I  think,  are  in^rtant 
and  exoellent  Toasons  why  the  House 
should  adopt  the  proposal  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo,  even  in 
opposition  to  those  speakers  who  have 
ui^ed  upon  the  House  that  the  precedent 
whjch  was  set  last  year  in  the  case  of  the 
Itathminee  Bill  should  not  be  followed 
again.  There  was,  I  must  say,  realty 
nothing  in  the  reasons  put  forward  with 
so  much  heat  by  the  hon.  Q-entleman  the 
Ohairman  of  Committees ;  and  I  think  the 
facts  I  have  mentioned  prove  that  this 
House,  in  doing  what  my  hon.  EViend  the 
Member  for  Sligo  asks  it  to  do,  will  do 
nothing  of  a  strange,  exceptional,  or  in- 
decent character.  Before  I  sit  down  I 
would  repeat  the  challenge  which  has 
been  thfown  oat  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Monaghon  (Sir  Joseph 
M'Kenna^  that  the  other  Members  for 
the  City  of  Belfast  should  rise  and 
express  their  opinions,  if  anyofthranhas 
the  courage  to  take  that  course. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  i  As  no  Mem- 
ber from  the  Conservative  Benches  has 
risen  to  answer  the  challenge  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  I  presume  that  those  hon.  Gen* 
tlemen  mean  to  allow  the  debate  to  con- 
clude without  breaking  silenoe.  The 
Iriah  Membem  below  tiie  Qaagway  want 
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to  kpoT  ivhat  tbw  hon.  .QenttexnQn 

from  "Ulster  mean.  Are  tliey  ajore  a/raid 
of  oftendiDg  the  Oorporatioa  of  Belfaetf 
or  of  breaking  their  pledges  to  tlicir 
constituents  ?  They  were  returned  to 
Parliament  bj  voters  who  are  favourable 
to  the  change  adpocated  by  my  boo. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Siigo  (Mr. 
Sexton).  They  were  returned  by  that 
elasB  of  voters  whom  the  Corporation  of 
Belfast  still  wish  to  exclude  from  any 
control  over  their  own  affairs.  I  should 
be  suijprised,  indeed,  if  sileooe  is  still 
maintained  by  them;  andif  it  is  we  shall 
be  able  to  form  our  own  conolusione  as 
to  their  pcditical  vitality  and  their  politi- 
cal powers.  I  have  only  a  few  words  to 
say  on  this  occasion  upon  the  question 
raised  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Sligo,  and  the  course  taken  with  regard 
to  it  by  the  hon.  Qentleman  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees.  I  think  that  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  has 
been  somewhat  hardly  dwelt  with  by  the 
Chairman  of  TVays  and  Means.  The 
hon.  GentIemao»  in  his  speech,  certainly 
left  BomethiDg  to  be  desired  so  far  as  its 
phraseology  went.  I  thought  it  was  too 
hard  for  the  hon.  Qentleman  to  get  up 
and  talk  of  decency  in  connection  with 
the  order  of  Business  which  rules  hon. 
Members  on  these  Benches,  and  I  am 
fairly  entitled  to  conclude  that  he 
described  their  conduct  as  indecent ;  but 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
meant  to  be  rude.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  a  journalist  at 
one  period  of  his  life ;  and  he  seems  to 
imagine,  when  he  gets  on  his  legs,  that 
he  is  within  the  sanctuary  of  his  own 
closet,  and  able  to  express  himself  with 
the  most  full  and  perfect  freedom.  I 
will  drop  the  manner  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  the  observation  that  when  the 
new  Irish  Members  became  more  in- 
timately acquainted  with  him  they  will 
find  that  his  bark  is  infinitely  worse  than 
his  bite.  The  hon.  Gentleman  denounces 
the  proposal  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Hemher  for  Sllgo  (Mr.  Sexton)  because, 
forsooth,  it  is  without  precedent;  and 
when  a  precedent  was  brought  forward 
he  quietly  got  rid  of  it  by  saying  it  was 
passed  through  the  negligence  of  the 
House. 

The  OHAIBMAK  of  WAYS  anj> 
HBANS  (Mr.  Goubthet)  :  I  never  said 
it  VM  without  a  precedent.  X  admifcted 
the  precedent,  but  said  that  it  was  one 
-which  owg^t  Bot  to  be  followed. 

Ifr.  T.  P.  O'CofHwr 


,  MB.T.F.O'CK)NKOB:Iii»derstood 

the  ho  n.  Gentleman  to  say,  in  the  first 
ipatanoe,  that  it  was  entirely  contrary  to 
the  Bnles  of  the  House ;  bot  immediately 
afterwards  he  admitted  the  precedent 
which  my  hon.  Friend  brought  forward. 
At  the  time  that  precedent  was  estab- 
lished the  House  had  not  the  divine 
interposition  of  the  hon.  GentlemAu  to 
save  it  from  this  act  of  careleesneas. 
But  there  is  no  reasoning  with  this  style 
of  argument— it  was  a  case  of  persouil 
inspiration  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Was  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees aware  of  the  precedent  which  my 
boiu  Friend  called  to  hia  recolleotion  ? 
Was  he  awave  that  in  regard  to  th« 
settleonent  of  the  franchise  exercised  by 
municipal  boroughs  the  fixing  of  the 
frandiise  in  Bills  of  this  character  was 
the  rule  rather  than  the  exception  ?  The 
hon.  Gentleman  gives  a  shake  of  his 
head  like  the  Delphic  oracle  ;  but  I  really 
can  make  nothing  out  of  it.  1  may  take 
any  inference  I  like  from  it,  and  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  an  in- 
telligible reply  rather  than  a  shake  of 
the  head.  I  will  put  the  question  again. 
Was  the  hon.  Gentleman  aware  when 
he  made  hia  speech  that  all  the  pre- 
cedents were  against  him,  and  that  it 
was  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception 
that  the  franchise  should  be  inserted 
and  fixed  in  Bills  of  this  character? 
[An  hon.  Memjbea  :  In  Ireland  ?J  Tea, 
in  Ireland.  'That  is  what  I  mean.  The 
hon.  Qentleman  seems  now  to  pr^er  a 
policy  of  silence,  and  will  not  otw 
farouT  me  with  a  nod,  so  that  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  he  was  not  aware  of 
the  fact  that  in  asking  for  the  f roikchiat 
to  be  fixed  in  this  case  we  are  following 
almost  the  invariable  Irish  preoedents. 
We  are  following  precedents  in  the  case 
of  Cork,  where  it  was  fixed  in  this  way 
— of  the  Pembroke  township,  where 
the  Township  Bill  established  the  town- 
ship, and  of  Blackrock,  where  the  boun- 
daries were  also  fixed  in  the  Bill.  I 
would  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  give 
some  answer  to  this  unbroken  series  of 
precedents  in  favoiir  of  the  argument  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton).  I  should  not  attempt  to 
deal  with  the  meiita  of  the  propoaal  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
except  for  the  lame  and  halting  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfaai 
(Mr.  Haslett),  who,  to  a  certain  ^xtenlf 
is  the  official  ^poka^maa  of  thctOo^rat- 
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tion  of  Belfast.  Not  another  Member 
for  Belfast  has  risen  in  his  place  to  Bay 
a  word  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  Why,  Sir, 
the  Oorporation  of  Belfast  is  a  scandal 
to  orrilisation.  Hy  faon.  Friend  near 
tne  has  g^ren  the  House  a  sufficient 
reason  why  one  hon.  Member  for  Bel- 
-fkst  does  not  spe&k.  Bat  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  South  Belfast 
(Mr.  Johneton)  is  sitting  on  those 
Benches.  He  is  looking  towards  nie  at 
the  present  moment.  [Mr.  JohxStok: 
Hear,  hear!]  I  am  always  glad  to 
get  the  light  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
countenance,  (flthough  I  confess  that  it 
has  been  somewhat  lugubrious  within 
the  last  few  weeks  ;  bnt  I  wish  to  know 
'Whether  the  hon.  Member  has  or  has 
not  given  Notice  of  a  Bill  to  reduce  the 
municipal  franchise?  |_Mr.  Johitston  : 
Tea ;  for  all  Ireland.]  For  all  Ire- 
land. Well,  of  course,  that  includes 
Belfast.  Sometimes  hon.  Gentlemen 
above  the  Gangway  seem  to  think  that 
Belfast  is  not  in  Ireland ;  bat  here  is  a 
Hember  for  a  distriot  in  Ireland  who, 
in  the  eagemera  and  Toracionsnesa  of 
his  desire  for  reform,  gives  Notice  of  a 
proposal  to  reduce  the  franchise  of  all 
Ireland  down  to  the  level  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary franchise ;  and  yet,  when  a  pro- 
|)osal  of  a  much  more  narrow  character 
IS  made  to  reduce  the  municipal  fran- 
chise in  Belfast,  the  hon.  Member  sits 
mnte  and  stolid  on  his  seat  "with  not  a 
word  to  say.  Why  does  not  the  hon. 
Gentleman  break  silence?  Tbe  hon. 
Oentleman  does  not  break  silence  be- 
cause he  is  on  onr  side,  ancL  he  does  not 
h'ke  to  say  so,  and  there  is  not  a  single 
Hember  who  has  said  a  word  in 
fsvonr  of  the  Oorooration  of  Belfast. 
I  ehonld  like  to  near  what  tbe  hon. 
Oentleman's  opinion  is  of  the  Town 
Clerk  of  Belfast,  who  hsa  a  salary  as 
high  as  that  of  tbe  President  of  the 
Ix)cal  Government  Board.  Who  has  a 
word  to  say  in  favour  of  the  manner  in 
whic^  the  Corporation  of  Belfast  has 
dealt  with  the  rich  and  the  poor  ?  Is 
there  a  single  man  on  these  Benches 
who  will  rise  in  his  place  and  in  the 
ilame  of  Tory  Democracy  declare  his 
ftdhe^non  to  the  principle  that  the  rich 
shoald  be  undertaxed  and  the  poor 
overtaxed  ?  Is  there  a  single  man  who 
vfill'  bAve  the  courage  to  do  so  ?  Is  the 
noble  lord  the  Member  for  Paddington 
(Iiord  Randolph  Chtardlull;  reserving  all 
'i^'^&oi^vtitkiiit  flnbthei^^tftion  which 
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stands  on  the  Paper  for  to-night  f  and 
has  be  nothing  to  say  in  favour  of  the 
rights  of  the  poor  to  fair  taxation  in 
the  town  which  he  so  recently  visited, 
to  the  discomfiture  of  some  and  the 
shame  of  so  many  ?  Not  a  word  from 
the  noble  Lord  on  this  guestion.  And 
now  I  will  say  a  word  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  opposite  side  of  tbe  House. 
Have  they  a  word  to  say  in  favour  of 
the  Town  Clerk  of  Belfast,  who  draws  a 
salary  of  £2,000  a-year?  Have  they  a 
word  to  say  in  favour  of  the  poor  being 
overtaxed  and  the  rich  being  under- 
taxed?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone), in  a  recent  Manifesto  to  hie  con- 
stituents, called  upon  the  people  of 
England  never  to  weary  of  well-doing 
towards  Ireland.  Let  me  give  a  hint 
to  hon.  Members  on  the  opposite 
Benches  who  are  a  little  new  to  public 
life ;  it  is  this  —  that  the  very  wisest 
policy  they  can  pursue  in  this  Assembly 
18  to  do  good  whenever  the  opportunity 
serves,  and  to  beware  of  Cabinet  Minis- 
ters and  Chairmen  of  Committees  who 
declare  that  the  opportune  moment  has 
not  arrived.  The  time  to  do  good  in 
this  world  is  to  do  it  the  very  first  mo- 
ment you  can,  and  that  applies  to  Far- 
liameutory  affairs  a  deal  more  than  it 
does  to  most  human  affairs.  There  is 
an  opportunity  to  do  good  here,  but 
there  is  a  cog  in  the  wheel.  What  is 
the  Bill  with  which  we  are  dealing  ? 
It  is  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Belfast  Town 
Council  to  expend  £150,000,  at  least,  of 
the  money  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  town. 
I  am  prepared  to  argue  that  we  have  a 
perfeot  right  to  more  the  rejection  of  the 
proposal  to  spend  £150,000  even  on  the 
most  beneficent  object,  because  the  Body 
to  whom  the  expenditure  is  to  "be  In- 
trusted is  thoroughly  unfit  for  such  a 
task.  Is  there  a  man  in  the  House 
who  will  say — will  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  South  Belfast  (Mr. 
Johnston),  for  instftnce,  say — that  the 
Belfast  Corporation  has  shown  its  fit- 
ness to  be  intrusted  with  so  large  an 
expenditure  of  money?  I  maintain 
that  the  Corporation  of  Belfast  has  been 
condemned  in  the  past,  and  that  no  one 
who  has  any  regard  for  municipal  parity 
or  the  rights  of  the  poor  will  vote  for  a 
proposal  which  gives  to  this  discredited 
Body  the  power  of  spending  £160,000 
more  of  the  r&tepayers*  money  when 
;there  is  tm  opportunSty  of  Informing 

,\  .  v.. 
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that  Body.  I  look  with  cozifiidence  to 
the  reealt  of  thU  divisiim,  and  I  hope 
the  Ohainuan  of  OommiitoM  (Mr.  Court' 
ney)  will  meet  with  a  proper  rebuke  at 
the  hands  of  the  joang  and  intelligent 
liberal  Members. 

Mb.  OLAJNOY  :  I,  too,  must  express 
surprise  that  three  the  Members  for 
Beuast  hare  not  seen  fit  to  rise  upost 
this  oooasion.  Our  appeals  to  these  horn, 
Gbntlemen  have  been  addressed  to  them 
jh.  vain.  They  may,  and  they  do  in  Ire- 
land, talk  fire  and  brimstone  about  pre* 
serviog  the  rights  of  the  Orange  Demo- 
orats  in  Ireland ;  but  when  Uiey  hare 
an  opportunity  of  serving  these  Orange 
Demoorats  in  the  House  of  Oommous 
they  deliberately  neglect  it,  and  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  all  appeals  that  they  should 
stand  up  in  defence  of  their  own  constitu- 
ents. But,  Sir,  there  is  another  Gen- 
tleman in  the  House  to  whom  an  appeal 
has  also  been  made.  I  am  surpiised 
that  he  has  not  before  now  risen  to 
answer  the  appeal.  I  allude  to  l^e 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Fadding^n 
(Lord  Randolph  Ohurohill).  The  noble 
Lord  went  to  Bel£ut  a  week  ago,  and 
was  reoeired  by  the  Orange  Demoorata 
with  opm  anaw.  He  made  them  great 
piomiaea.  He  spoke  bravely  of  their 
spirit'  

Mb.  SPKAKEB  i  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  confining  his  remarks  to  l^e 
Bubjeot  before  the  House. 

Mb.  CLANCY:  I  was  trying  to  Bhow> 
Mr.  Speaker— 

Ma.  SP£AK£B :  The  hoo.  GenUe- 
man  is  entirely  out  of  Order  in  the 
course  he  is  taking. 

Mb.  OLAN0Y:  Of  course  I  bow  to 
your  ruling,  Sir }  but  I  waa  ezpresaing 
surprise— 

Mh.  speaker  :  I  have  told  the  hou. 
Gentleman  that  he  is  out  of  Order.  I 
expeot  he  will  obey  my  ruling. 

Mb.  OLANCY  :  I  bow  with  readinese 
to  your  ruling,  and  pass  on  to  the  Que»- 
Xiaa  before  the  House,  whioh,  I  admity 
I  have  not  already  dwelt  upon.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of  Oom- 
mitteee  (Mr.  Courtney)  haa,  I  think, 
been  answered  oa  all  the  points  he 
raised  by  my  hon.  Friends  around  me; 
but  still  I  desire  to  put  to  him  one  ques- 
tion  in  reference  to  the  observations  he 
addressed  to  the  House.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  he  is  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton),  but  added  that  tkexe  wm  a 


time  ioir  preasiag  it,  and  the  preeeDtwes 
not  the  proper  time.  I  would  like  ts 
know  what,  in  his  opinion,  is  the  ^ofa 
time  ?  I  assert  that  this  ia  the  props 
time.  We  Irish  Membera  have  not  the 
opportunity  which  English  Members 
have,  and  which  Meajb^ra  «f  tiie  Go- 
vern men  t  have,  of  briogiog  forward  oar 
Bills.  The  hon.  GewOemaa  lih*  Mem- 
ber for  South  Belfast  (Mr.  Joluwtoa) 
has  Bot  that  <^portaiuty;  and  I  aay, 
under  these  eiroumatancee,  we  mut 
seize  the  first  opportunity  we  can  get— 
and  this  is  the  first  opportunit;y  we  havs 
had — to  endeavour  to  effect  this  most 
desirable  reform.  We  would  be  false 
to  the  dedarationB  we  have  made  ii  we 
w»e  to  let  such  an  opportunity  as  ths 
present  slip.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  when  we  do  bring  Publio  BiUs  into 
this  House,  and  socceed  in  passia^ 
them,  there  is  another  Hooae  whiek 
deals  with  them  in  a  very  different  maa- 
ner.  Hon.  Gentlemen  know  qaite  wdl 
that  ia  very  recent  years  Bills*  enaJbody- 
ing  very  useful  and  neoessary  referma  ia 
Irdand,  have  been  passed  by  th^  Howt^ 
but  igaominioui^  kiekad  oat  in  "an- 
other place."  I  also  wiah  to  aay  a 
word  or  two  in  refeNnoe  to  the  speed 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chaa- 
ceUor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  WUlian 
Haroourt).  The  right  hon.  Gantlen»aa's 
speech  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  meat 
amusing  (me,  although  it  was  delivered 
with  great  gravity  of  manaeo*.  He  saii 
in  effect- — "We  share  your  opinioau; 
but,  neverth^ss,  we  will  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  to  oany 
them  out."  He  gave  us  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  this  opportunity  is  a  wroag 
one.  He  pointed  to  the  Knthminw 
incidect;  but  I  not  only  expireas  my 
own  opinion,  but  the  opinions  of  all  tbe 
Membws  around  me  when.  I  saj  that  he 
gave  us  no  answer,  whatever  to  tha 
ugoment  that  the  BiUof  theBcUhminet 
Townabip  affords  a  very  proper  {moa* 
dent.  Tm  Bathminea  precedent  remaiBi 
the  same:  it  has  not  beat  affected  by 
anything  the  right  hon.  Gentleiqan  hw 
said ;  and  I  must  invite  the  House,  if  fat 
nothing  better  to  say,  to  take  no  heed 
of  his  speech,  but  act  uptm  the  SaA- 
mioea  preoedeet.  If  tae  right  tM>n. 
Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  mm 
present,  I  would  appeal  to  him  to  itae 
above  the  pettifeggin^  aigamenta  that 
have  been  addres^  to  the  Houae  fiteca 
the  Tre4iitii;y  Beooh  ia  4ppo«tia«..to  tb« 
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In«b  proposal.  If  he  wore  hvn,  I  would 
8fek  him  to  ansvrer  that  a^pe«],  and,  if 
necessary,  to  throw  over  bi&  Ooll«a^aee 
in  order  to  do  an  act  of  jostioe,  the  ne- 
oeBBity  of  which  everyone  admits.  I 
rise  to  support  this  propoeal  with  great 
pleasure,  and  I  do  it  with  all  the  greater 
pleasure  becanse  not  one  of  the  Ulster 
Tory-  Members  has  been  fbumd  to  have 
tile  ecmrage  to  rise  in  his  place  and 
demand  tor  his  eonstitoente,  the  Orange 
Democrats  of  Itdand,  the  lights  the 
Twy  Members  advocated  when  th^ 
wwe  seeking  election. 

Mb.  T.  0.  HARRINGTON:  I  thinfe 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  force  in  the 
argnments  that  have  been  addressed  to 
us,  both  by  the  right  faon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sit 
William  Haroourt)  and  by  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  (Mr.  Oonrtney).  The 
course  we  have  entenred  upon  to-night 
is  an  unusual,  and  sometimes  a  very 
inconvenient  one ;  and  I,  for  my  part, 
would  not  attempt  to  justify  it  if  I 
did  not  beUevB  that  the  cireumstanoes 
with  wfaiofa  we  bovs  to  deal  are  eiroum' 
stances  at  a  tnost  unusual  and  a  mMt 
Sfxcepttonal  oboraoter.  Nay,  further- 
more, I  maidtaiin  tirat  the  opportunity 
WW  presented  to  us  of  redvessing  grieve 
a&oes  that  have  pvessed  for  a  long  time 
npon  the  people  of  Belfast  is  an  oppor- 
tunity not  lifeely  to  be  presented  to  us 
again  in  the  eourae  of  the  present  Ses- 
sion. If,  therefore,  we  mimed  this  op* 
portunity  we  shonld  show  ourselves 
negleotfal  of  the  best  intevests  of  the 
people.  It  has  been  shown  in  the  course 
of  ttie  debate  upon  the  Motion  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton)  that  while  the  Parliamentary 
oonstHaency  oomprises  32,000  voters, 
the  Body  which  is  promoting  this  Bill  in 
the  House  is  elected  by  so  limited  a 
constituency  as  5,700  voters.  I  main- 
tsiii  that  tiiese  figures  in  themsslves 
riiow  at  <mi»  so  exeepiioaal  a  ■tote  of 
ftflfiurs  as  to  justify  us  in  taking  the 
very  fiVst  opportunity  presented  to  ne  of 
decUiUg  with  so  great  a  grievance  as 
they  establish.  It  is  further  contended, 
Sir,  that  this  Oorporote  Body,  repre- 
senting a  limited  constituency  of  this 
kind,  and  ruling  an  important  Irish 
town  in  a  manner  which  has  been  very 
jostly  characterized  by  different  speakers 
OS  wholly  bad,  is  not  fit  to  be  intrusted 
with  am  expenditure  of  £160,000.  A 
very  fair  issue  ha9  been  raised  by  the 
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Motion  ol  my  hon.  l^Mid.  If  the  Oor- 
pQrotien'find  that  the  proposed  expendi- 
tux*  is  Becessary — if  they  find  that  the 
requirements  of  the  borough  of  Belfast 
are  such  as  to  justafythem  in  depending 
so  enormous  a  sum  of  money,  let  them 
assent  to  the  proposal  whidi  is  made  by 
my  hoB.  Friend— let  them,  at  &e  time 
at  whiefa  they  are  entering  upon  this 
1*1^  expendttan^  assoit  to  tbe  pro- 
poml  to  extsnd  the  fraaohise,  so  as  to 
show  that  they  are  reoUy  desirous  of 
rspreeentin^  the  majority  id  the  eltisens 
and  of  acting  on  Uieir  behaM.  Not- 
withstaBding  the  precedents  that  have 
been  cited  — and  the  course  we  have 
taken  is  justified  by  precedents,  and 
the  precedent  quoted  by  the  hon.  Gen< 
tleman  the  Ofaairmon  of  Committees  ia 
not  the  only  one  to  be  found — I  am 
ready  to  admit  that  it  might  be  highly 
inconvenient  for  the  House  if  we  were 
to  seek  many  similar  oocasioos  on  which 
to  make  proposals  of  this  kind.  The 
strength  of  our  ease  is  that  we  could  not 
bring  in  a  separate  Bill  dealing  with 
Ais  question  with  any  hope  of  suocees, 
because,  white  Belfast  has  two,  or  poa- 
nbly  tines,  Msmbsrs  in  this  House  who 
would  be  in  sjmpail^y  with  the  general 
nature  and  scope  of  tiie  BUI,  Belfast 
has  another  Member ;  and  the  Ooi^ro- 
tioB  of  Belfast,  in  an  ei^oial  sense,  has 
a  Member  in  this  House,  and  he  would 
avail  himself  of  every  opportunity  to 
block  the  Bill  and  prevent  its  being  dis- 
cussed. We  further  maintain  thai,  even 
if  we  did  succeed  in  passing  a  Bill 
through  this  House,  this  hon.  Gentle* 
roan  would  use  his  influence  in  **an- 
othw  place"  to  prevent  the  Bill  be- 
coming law.  Our  purpose,  therefore, 
can  only  be  serred  by  a  course  such  as 
we  hove  taken  to-night.  I  do  not  intend 
to  detain  the  House  longer.  I  maintain 
that  we  are  justified  in  the  course  we 
have  taken ;  ^at  die  drcamstaiieeB  with 
which  WB  have  to  deal  are  of  an  musual 
and  exceptional  character ;  and  that  if 
anything  could  justify  our  tacking  on  te 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  provisions,  I  a£nit,  of 
a  wide,  perluips  sweeping,  character,  but 
yet  provisions  the  justice  of  which  can- 
not be  denied,  the  exneptiosal  oireum- 
Btanoes  with  whidi  we  have  to  deal 
would  do  so. 

Mb.  OBILLY  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  only 
intend  to  speak  for  a  very  bri^  period 
on  this  Bill.  At  the  outset  I  may  be 
pennitted  te  point  out  ^t  this  diMoe" 
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eioB,  useful  and  instnotiTo  at  it  un- 
doubtedly haa  been — very  ioBtruotive  to 
Irish  Members,  but  doubly  instraotira 
to  English  Members,  if  they  desire  to 
obtain  information  with  regard  to  the 
situation  in  Ireland— haa  already  lasted 
for  nearly  three  houm,  a  faet  vhifdi  in 
itself,  apart  altogather  from  the  many 
other  faets  having  the  same  tendenoy 
whioh  have  ocoonred  within  my  ezperi- 
enoe,  sihowa  the  absolnte  neeeni^  and 
wisdom  of  this  Hoose  finding  out  some 
legislatire  means  oe  other  07  which 
snch  Business  as  this  may  be  relegated 
to  Ireland  to  be  dealt  with  there  by  a 
Local  Authority.  We  have  spent  nearty 
three  hours  in  discussing  this  Bill,  and 
only  last  night  we  oooupied  an  boor  of 
the  time  of  this  Imperial  Fariiament  in 
transacting  purely  Municipal  Business. 
To-nigbt  we  have  trespassed  on  the 
time  and  the  attention  and  the  oapaoi^ 
of  Members  other  than  those  from  Ire- 
land, while  great  interests,  English  and 
Scotch — I  will  say  National  interests- 
have  been  waiting  to  be  dealt  with  by 
English  and  Scotch  Members.  On  this 
point  I  have  only  to  say  farthw  that 
the  right  hon.  G^tleman  the  Chaiioellor 
of  the  Exohaquer  (Sir  William  Har- 
oonrt)  aaid,  in  addmon  to  what  other 
Members  who  have  oppoaad  the  Motion 
of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton),  had 
urged,  in  iihe  course  of  the  debate,  that 
it  was  not  conTenient  to  raise  questioas 
of  public  interest  on  Private  Bills.  Now, 
Sir,  I  hold  that  the  question  whioh  has 
been  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  SUgo  (Mr.  Sexton)  is  not  a 
gne^ion  of  general  public  interest.  It 
is  a  question  purely  local  to  Belfast ; 
and  OS  this  Bill  deals  with  the  whole 
question  of  local  self-government  in 
Belfast,  and  as  Parliament  oaa  give  its 
opinion  upon  the  point,  wie,  on  these 
Benohes,  are  fully  entitled  to  draw  at- 
tention toquestions  concerning  th*  fran- 
ohise  in  Belfast,  and  the  sstension  of 
the  boundaries  of  the  town.  Now,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  object  to  this  Bill 
on  somewhat  different  grounds  to  those 
whioh  hare  been  alroady  urged.  I 
obtained  a  copy  of  the  Bill  this  morn- 
ing, and  the  opinion  I  have  formed  of 
it,  after  a  careful  study  of  its  norovieions, 
is  that  it  is  either  too  oompreheBsiv^,  or 
it  is  not  comprehensive  enough.  The 
measure  raises  questioos  which,  to  my 
mind,  should  be  dealt  with  by  separata 
legislaiion.  entirely.    It  eoaunata  of  12 


pai4«,  and  of  aomathdug  Uke  60  aUssH. 
It  does  not  deal  only  with  the  puvifica- 
tion  of  the  Biver  Lagan  and  with  the 
main  drainage  of  Belfast,  as  it  ia  stated 
in  the  title;  but  it  deals  with  large 
schemes  of  sanitary  and  financial  valw 
whioh  on^t  carteunly  to  be  dealt  wkk 
in  a  separate  maasare.  It  deals  widi  b» 
many  purposes  other  than  the  one  re- 
ferred to  in  the  title  that  it  seeios  to  a« 
to  be  a  sort  of  lagialative  kalsidoseope— 
if  you  give  it  one  shake  you  get  a  glwpss 
of  the  Biver  Lagan ;  if  you  gin  it  an- 
other shake  you  get  a  view  of  the  drain- 
age of  Belfast ;  if  you  give  it  another 
^ake  you  perceive  a  great  financial  or 
sanitary  scheme ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  if  the  39  gentlemen,  to  whom  ray 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  81igt>  (Mr. 
Sexton)  referred  in  his  opening  state- 
ment, had  delayed  the  introduction  trf 
this  measure  for  some  Utile  time,  bwA 
that  then  you  bad  given  the  kaleido- 
scope another  shake  yen  might  see  the 
noble  Lord  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  (Lord  Bandolph  Oharohill)  as 
Ajax  on  the  platform  ot  the  Ulster  Hall 
drying  the  lightning  of  Irish  Ka- 
tiooallty.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
monatroiis  condition  of  afihin  tha/t 
where  you  have,  as  you  have  in  Belfast, 
32,000  Parliomsntwry  votans  70a  turn 
less  than  6,000  parsons  on  the  Hasiapal 
Begiaber.  And  it  also  seems  to  me.  Sir, 
a  huge  anomaly  and  an  injustioe  ibst 
desevFss  the  immediate  attention  of 
Parliament  that  whwe  there  are  70,000 
Oathobca,  as  there  are  in  Belfast,  and 
where  there  are  10,000  Oathc^os  on  tke 
Parliamentary  Begiater,  as  there  are  ia 
Belfast,  there  shoold  only  be  1 ,000  «r 
2,000  OathoJies  on  the  Municipal  Be- 
gister.  In  my  opinion  a  strong  cmo  has 
been  made  out  in  favour  of  the  points 
which  have  been  urged  by  the  hoi. 
Gentleman  the  .  Member  lor  Sligo  and 
.the  hon.  Gentlemen  on  ihase  inches 
who  have  so  ably  supported  him.  I  hoU, 
that  thfl  munidiMil  Iraikohue  in  BeUast 
shoold  be  at  once  ideatified  with,  or 
lowered  to  the  level  of,  the  Parliamen- 
tary franchise.  I  hold,  too^Hiat  the 
muniapal  boundary  of  Belfast  dboeld 
be  extended  to  the  Umits  of  the  Par^a- 
mmtary  boundary ;  and  I  trust  that  this 
House  will,  in  the  division  whidi  I  have 
no  doubt  will  take  piaoe,  aoeede  to  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Sexfesn). 
Either  the  Bill  4s  it  stands^  and  which  is 
wron^y  desortbad  a  the  title  a*  a  Bill 
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dealing  with  the  Bolfaet  taaia  dnauage 
— rather  tiie  Bill  should  be  widened  aad 
extended  to  far  as  to  include  the  points 
which  have  been  raised  by  my  hoD. 
Friend,  or  else  it  shonld  be  made  to 
apply  only  to  the  regtilatton  and  iin- 
provemeot  of  the  main  drainage  of  Bel- 
fast, and  the  pariGoatioo  of  the  Biver 
Ijagan.  In  the  event  of  the  latter  plan 
1  being  odc^ted,  tiie  last  portion  of  my 
t  h<m.  JFriend'a  Uotion  should  be  ad(^>ted 
—^samely, 

"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
that  they  do  Btriko  out  of  the  Bill  such  clauses 
as  do  not  relate  to  the  main  draioags  sdiemfl," 

I  desire,       before  I  conotude,  to  em- 
,     phasize  one  point  that  was  raised  by 
:     the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo,  and  that  is, 
\     that  before  this  huge  and  ^aborate  and 
.      costly  Biiheme — this  scheme  which,  in  the 
event  of  its  being  sanctioned,  will  cost 
the  ratepayers  ^  Belfast  £150,000— is 
^     passed,  it  shall  be8ul»mtted  to  the  rate- 
'     payers  and  inhabitants  of  BeUatt  in 
oi^r  that  they  may  have  the  oppor tunitj 
of  expressing  their  opinions  regarding 
;     it.   "ETom  all  I  hare  heard  in  this  do- 
bate,  and  from  what  I  have  seen  of  the 
Bill,  having  read  it  through  most  care- 
fully tO*day,  I  have  verj  mneh  pleasuie 
in.  supporting  the  Jnaitroctioa  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  whWh  has  been  ptoposed. 
'        Ub.  lane  1  X  Bhoald  not  have  at- 
tempted to  give  asay  iofonnotion  what- 
;     ever  to  the  Knglnh  Members  who  pro- 
pose  to  take  part  in  tiie  discasaien  upon 
'     this  Bill  wel-e  it  not  for  the  extra- 
^     ordinary  line  of  defence  taken  up  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Weat  Beliast  (Mr. 
*     Haslett),  who  has  been  already  so  fre- 
quently referred  to  as  the  tmly  Member 
^     representing  Belfast  who  has  interfered 
'>     in  this  debate.    That  hon.  Gentleman, 
with  a  modesty  oharaoteristio  of  the 
-  IJlster  Tory  fi^Eesentatives  in  this 
^     House,  introduced  himself  as  a  young 
Munber.   I  must  say  that  the  ability 
with  which  he  spoke  afterwards  would 
ineline  us  to  be  rather  sceptical  as  to  tiM 
(     faet  of  hia  being  a  young  Member,  be* 
e     oanae  he  traTelled  oter  sueh  a  number 
of  tOfiw  that*  ha  might  almost  be  taken 
for  an  V  old  Farliamentazy  hand."  But 
I  think.  Sir,  that  after  the  able  ^eecfa 
in  which  my  boa.  Friend  the  Minnbeir 
for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton]  introdnosd  his 
Motion  to  the  House  he  certainly  was 
entitled  to  soma  better  reply  from  those 
i     who  tte  tgomotiay  thia  naia  drainage 

'        TOIi.  OOOH.    [THim)  aaanu.] 


Bill  than  that  ma4e  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Haslett).  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  have  oonvineed  t^e  House,  by 
the  line  of  argument  he  adopted,  that 
he  and  his  Friends  have  practically  no 
defence  to  make  to  the  seriouB  allega- 
tions which  were  made  against  the  Cor- 
poration by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo. 
Imitating  what  is  known  as  the  Old 
Bail^  direetion,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
confined  himself  to  an  abuee  of  his 
opponents  rather  than  to  a  vindioaUon 
of  the  action  of  his  friends.  In  the  ex- 
traordinary line  of  argument,  with  which 
he  tried  to  justify  &e  conduct  of  him- 
self in  this  matter,  he  appealed  tb  the 
House  for  its  sympathies  on  the  ground 
that  the  Belfast  Corporation,  within  the 
last  40  years,  had  come  to  this  House 
and  asked  for  14  <x  15  local  Bills.  Well, 
we  were  told  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  and  others  that  the 
passing  of  these  15  local  Bills  through 
this  House  cost  the  taxpayers  of  Belfast 
a  sum  of  no  less  than  £150,000.  I  hate 
no  doubt,  speaking  with  a  little  experi- 
ence myself  of  these  matters,  haviDg 
beeai  a  member  of  another  Corporation 
in  Ireland,  tbirt  this  £160,000  was  the 
initial  exptmditure  incnired  in  connec- 
tion with  these  16  Bills— the  first  part 
of  the  expenditnre  neoesaary  to  make 
the  oontem[^ated  works  repinduotire  to 
the  ratepayers  of'  Belfast.  Tbe  hon. 
Member  was  mit  satisfied  wilii  trying  to 
enlist  the  sympathy  of  the  House  for 
himseU  and  tbe  Belfast  Corporation  by 
stating  that  the  Corporation  of  Belfast 
had  applied  to  this  House  16  times  in 
the  40  years  for  local  Bills;  but  he  also 
said  that  the  best  proof  that  the  other 
Corporations  of  Ireland  were  not  ac- 
tuated by  the  same  spirit  of  loyalty  to 
this  Imperial  Parliament  as  the  Cor- 
poration of  Belfast,  was  that  in  late 
years,  since  theso  Corporations  came 
under  the  management  of  the  Party  to 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong-— 
nam^,  tbe  National  Par^ — we  had 
entirely  ceased  to  apply  for  Bills  for  our 
different  localities.  I  do  not  at  all  ac- 
knowledge or  eoBoede  the  argument 
which  the  hon.  Member  tried  to  fovoe 
upon  the  House,  dnd  I  refuse  to  do  so 
on  aooount  of  the  istsmato  acqoaintaaee 
my  offlwal  eonneotion  with  an  Irish 
Municipality  has  given  me  of  the  sub- 
jeob  of  the  relief  ^  •ratepayws  of  these 
toww  from  local  Bills  whidh  are  so  fre- 
quently oUaiaail  inthi»Im{wnalParlia? 

3  K 


Digitized  by 


1781  ^l/HH  MkU         :  '7C0MH0Ni^  BtiUmtg*  m.  {7S2 


itient:  Hffy-eltt^ieatifr  in  odnn^ctiba  Kith, 
the  Municipality  to  vfaicb  I  tkate  ^ 
bonotlr  to  belong,  and  vlneh,  I  presume, 

-iraa  Ottd'Of  rttoBe  tttiDi<iipfiUtieB  to  wbieh 
fhe  hon.  Member  fot  West  Belf&et  re- 
ftfrred  so  MWeringly,  bae  ebown  me  tbat 
werions  to  the  period  irhen  the  Natlooal 
Burty  obtained  the  ascendeAoy  in  the 
Town  Oenneil,  eeveral  appKoations  were 
mad^'to  ParllfitAeflt  for  local  Bills.  I 
ftm  ftpealiag  of  the  period  previous  to 

'thai  iti  wWch  tihe  managemefit  of  the 
Corporation  M  the-  0ty  of  Cork  came 
under  the  fcontrol  of  the  National  Parly. 
As  a  mattOT  of  ffect,  whilst  the  Party  in 
Otfrl:,  holding  the  same  views  ae  this 
Belfast  Party,  ef  trhidi  the  hen.  ;^esa- 

'  beV  for  West  Belfiast  k  a  member,  were 
supreme  in  the  Cork  Uunioipallty,  it  is 

'Tell  knawn  that  they-appealed,  net'Onoe 
i&  the  year,  or  once  in  three  yean  As  the 
Dnmlcipality 'of  Bdifast'  appealed,-  but 
"they  caiAe'  to  ParHaifteikt  to  grairt  them 
leool  I^slation  once,-  aad  sometimes 
twSce,  in  the  ybar.  'Afid  triiat  iras  tfae 
result  of'  tbeee  frequent  apfsals  to 

'ForUament  by  the  Gofporatioa  of  tbo 
Gzty  of  Cork  ?  Why,  the  reavH  has  beon 
'^ki  at  "&e  present  moment  the  unfor- 
tunate ratepayers  of  that  city  have 
saddled  upon  them,  ae  the  result  of  only 
three  of  these  measures,  a  debt  of  some- 
tbing  errer  £100^000  on  which  they  are 
are  paying'  Interest.  And  I  am  sura 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  will  be  surarlsed  to  hear  that 

'  these  appeals  to  Paniament,  which  oost 
so  much,  were,  almost  in  every  case, 
abortive  for  the  purposes  in  regard  to 
which  they  were  made.  A  Bill  costing 
£M,«00  ^  one    ef  tAiose   the  hon. 

'  Oentleman.  referred  to— was  obtained  in 

'order 'to  bring  about  the  removal  of  a 
VBilway  Mndk  from  a  eertaiu  part  of  the 
tfown,'  'tn  tfhe        that  whtAi  the  land 

thus  rselaitaied  was  put  at  the  disposal 

■of-tfteHuaieipality,  it  would  be  turned 
to  profitable  aeoount,  and  that,  cob- 
riequetttly,  a  large  income  would  bo  put 
ibto  the  pockets  of  the  rat^ayers.  But 
from  that  day  to  this  that  ezpenditnre 
has  never  yi^ded  Id.  The  ratepayers 
have  never  received  an  atom  of  profit 
from  the  expenditure  of  that  £8B,000 
or  £40,000.  Another  case  in  which  the 
Party  in  Cork,  to  wfaioh  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber belongs  in  Belftot,  appealed  for  a 
local  Act  of  Partiameat,  when  they  were 
in  power  in  the  Oonnoil,  was  in  oonnec- 
tton  with  tlw  atrtiMUis^  dwellings  MlMHie. 

3fr.  Lane 


They  applied '<bi«p»wwr  to<i9«n4t£3S,oeo 
in  the  oarfyitag  onto4«aaMi2attE^'d««U- 
ingsstrhemeinUteOHy  (^  Oovk,  Whit 
waeefaemsuU?  Why,  oUfeovgh  theBfll 
was  brought  (a  -uader-tlie  -aztmas' 
dw^li«g«  «efaeu<e,  it  oattvoly  Malted 
any  <daiAe  euablhig  the  GI*rpovatioB  to 
build  a  HUgle  house  fbr  artataiH'in  tfae 
city.  It  gave  them  pown  to  spend- tUa 
money  la  the  destruotloftaad  d««ioKtim 
of  property,  and  tbougb  it  had  the  efiiMt 
of  turoiog  out  a  nntnber  of  tradegpeofde 
it  provided  no  new-  dveUiogs  for  thsii 
to  go  into.  A  g^eat  part  of  the  gronwl 
cleared  in  that  way  is  lying  unocouped 
at  the  present  moment^  whilst  «  grsii 
partof  it has'been  lotto  the  people  fsr 
IHtle  or  nothing.  In  a  tbird  eue,  ^ 
Oorporattoa  of  Cork  ap^Ued  to  ParUt- 
rnent  for  provi^ou  to  spend  £l  ft^WM  er 
18,000  in  the  re-ereetion  or  reoCHHtme- 
tioa  of  a  bridge.  '  Well,  before  the 
whole  matter  was  oonoluded,  i«ti- 
payers  bad  to  pay  no  leas  than  iU4,M«. 
With  that  e«pettettMi  Sh-,  in  the  locsl 
FnrliameatHHasI  xai^uill  i^-— of  Oert, 
r  have  no  hedtailon  in  standisg  up  here 
in  my  phwe  to-nt^t  to  support  this 
MeasttM.  I  oenslder  that  «very  am  of 
us  Upon  theee  Beoidbee  TOpresent  the 
people  of  Ireland.  I  do  not  loolt  opoe 
any  Member  on  these  Benches  as  repvt- 
senting  any  pattienlar  looality  or  cos- 
Btitueticy  in  questions  of  this  kind.  I 
appeal  for  the  whole  of  Iroland;  aad 
though  I  have  Uie  honour  of  rittisg 
here  for  a  owietitueDey  in  the  SovQi— 
one  of  the  Divlsiona  of  the  Oooatj  ef 
Cork  —  I  eohsider  myself  equaUy  tke 
BepresentatiTe  of  the  rstepayma  «f  Bri- 
fast,  or  of  any  other  part  of  Irebai. 
when  I  stand  up  to  disoues  a  uiatl««f 
this  kind.  I  should  be  ne||ie0tiBg  mj 
duty  to  those  who  sent  m«  S«v^  «ad  ti 
tiie  whole  of  my  cotratxymeD,  if  I  tU 
not  stand  up  here  this  evening^  to  ai^  - 
port  tiio  Holum  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  SKgo  (Mr.  Sexton),  becMie 
I  know  that  if  this  Motion  be  caniei 
and  it  is  an  Instruction  to  the  Oomai^ 
tee  to  make  the  proposed  - alterations  ii 
the  Bill,  the  Oorporatioa  of  BeUket  wfli 
soon  be  in  tiie  position  of  the  Oorpoca- 
tion  of  the  City  <^  Cork— that  ietoesT, 
the  real  ratepayers  of  BeUWtft  w^  be 
properly  represented  on  tiM  Boand,  ad 
will  be  in  a  position  to  preveatithe 
ing  of  such  Bills  as  those  I'  hkv*  iA«d- 
tioned,  and  tihe  one  iiililcbvth«  ItirtSK 
OofpoiftttoB  ow  now  «ndteTiiitiiia9  to 
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foroe  tiirougiL  Fariiwpt^nt.  It  tUI,  ia 
thfl  future,  oe  imposaible  £»  the  Vaity 
to  whom  the  bon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  beloaga,  to  fastea  tba  ezpeme 
of  schemes  like  this  upon,  the  backe  of 
the  ratepayera,  Uke  the  OLd  Man  of  the 
Sm.  The  hon.  Member  for  Wert  Bel- 
iast  wa«  net  eatfsBed  with  taunting  ns 
and  other  Hunicipalltiea  of  Ireland, 
with  negleotiag  our  duty  in  not  «oming 
here  from  time  to  time  to  get  rid  o£  the 
ratepayera'  money  in  the  promoUon  of 
useless  inchemes,  but  he  also  indulged  in 
a  sneer  at  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  iiie  chief  Municipal  Authority 
in  Ireland.  He  went  on  to  urge  the 
great  claim  that  the  Corporation  of  Bel- 
fast had  uptm  the  Im^nal  Parliament 
and  the  people  of  this  country  by  re- 
ferring to  Uie  action  of  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  Belfast  on  a  oertaiiOL  ooca- 
Hon ;  he  pointed  out  how  they  had  given 
aaagni&oent  enteciainments  at  a  lavish 
ei^enditure,  not  out  of  the  rat^ayers' 
money>  but  out  of  th^r  private  pockets, 
and  eepecially  out  of  the  podeet  of  thenr 
Chief  Magistrate.  WeU,  Sir,  I  think 
tbat  on  the  very  few  oecaaiona  that  the 
Chief  Magislrates  of  Belfbst  have  in- 
dniged  in  that  extravagsnoe — and  I  oaU 
it  nothing  but  extravaganee  for  anyone 
to  spend  a  sum  of  £18,000  upon  an 
entertainment,  whieh  I  understand  vas 
spent  in  Belfast  on  the  occasion  in  ques- 
tion— these  gentlemen  have  acted  from 
n.o  desire  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
publio ;  they  had  no  e^eeial  desire  to 
show  any  exceptional  loyalty  to  the 
Orown  or  to  the  Throne ;  but  their  aotion 
was  apparently  dictated  the  sordid 
and  selfish  motive  of  advanciog  their 
own  interest  and  obtaining  for  them- 
•elves  that  title— that  Imiserable  title — 
which  has  been  the  eause  of  so  much 
cUsmoraliution  in  Ireland,  and  whioh 
has  always  been  the  bane  of  public  men 
in  that  country.  Host  of  our  public 
men  have  always  striven  to  aehieve  or 
puiehase  one  of  theee— if  I  may  so  call 
them  -  ■  - 

Mr.  BFEAKER  :  The  hon.  Member 
for  some  time  past  haa  not  been  speak- 
ing relevantly  to  the  Queetton  before  the 
House.  I  must  remind  him  of  the  ne- 
oesslty  of  keeping  more  close  to  the  sub- 
ject <dL  the  Instruction,  to  the  Committee 
on  this  BilL 

Un.  lANE:  I  bow.  Sir,  with  great 
respect  to  your  ruling.  .1  will  try  to  be 
guided  by  ii;  but  when  the  hon.  Mem* 


boK  for  W«st  BeUisBt  w«a«Vqwed  un- 
interruptedly— -  ■ 

Mb.  8FKAKgR  i  I  told  the  hon. 
Member  that  for  son^^  time  past  he  has 
not  been  speaking  selevmUly  to  the  aub* 
jeot  before  the  £U)uae.  I  again  oauticp 
him  to  be  mere  velevant. 

Ma.  LANE:  I  shall  ^  to  tha  subject 
of  my  hoo.  Fnend's  Motion,  and  Uiatis 
in  xejGsrenee  to  the  redootion  of  the 
franchise  in  Be^ast.  When  you  inter- 
niptad  me,  Mr.  Speakei,  I  was  about 
replying,  as  I  thought  I  might  do,  to 
the  hoD.  Member  for  West  Belfast 

Ms.  SPEAKER :  I  have  twiea  told 
the  hon.  Member  that  he  is  irrelevant ; 
if  I  have  ooeapion  third  time,  to  tell 
bim  BO  I  shall  be  oompalled/to  aak  him 
to  resume  his  Beat,. 

Mb.  LA.NE:.Th6n,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
must  refer  to  the  subject  of  the  lastrup- 
tion  to  the  Oommittee.  The  lat  clause 
in  the  Instruction  is  that  the  House  be 
asked  to  affirm  that  the  munidp^l  fraa- 
obise  of  the  borough  of  Belfast  be  assi- 
milated to  the  existing  Pariiomentaiy 
ftan^iisB.  Now»  Sir,  the  objeot  of  that 
is,  of  cowM,  that  the  people  of  Belfast 
should  have  a  thcaough  r^tres^tation 
on  the  Coiporation  of  that  City.  The 
declaration  made  here  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  this  .evening,  or 
rather  the  admission  made  by  him,  was 
that  there  was  not  a  single  Romf^n 
Catholic  in  the  Corporation  of  Belfast. 
I  think  that  is  an  argument  in.  itsell^  in- 
depeadent  altogether  of  the  etatemeit 
with  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
opened  this  debate,  as  a  present  justijS- 
tion  for  this  lostruotion.  That  a^u- 
ment,  I  think,  ought  to  have  weight 
with  hon.  Qentlemen  opposite  —  of 
course,  there  is  no  hope  whateTer  of  its 
exercising  any  influenee.  upon  any  ho^. 
Gentlemen  on  my  right  hand.  It  ia  no 
use^appealing  to  thonupon  any-  questiooi 
of  re3.igi0U8  toleration  whateT^r  v  but  I 
do  appsal  to  hon.  Qentlcoen  on  the 
oihat  side  of  the  House,  who  ere  oon- 
stftntly  saying  that  if  they  oonid  only  be 
satisfied  that  religious  toleration  exists 
in  Ireland,  on  the  part  of  the  majority 
towards  the  minority,  they  would  imme- 
diately take  a  different  view  of  the  great 
question  which  is  now  occupying  publio 
attention  to  that  which  they  do  take. 
Therefore,  having  read  the  statements 
of  these  hon.  Qeauemen,  made  from  time 
to  time  on  platforms  during  tdie  Qeneral 
Eleetion,  and  in  speeohes  tbfiiy  hare  de- 
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Uv«r«d  •inoe,  I  appeal  to  tbMQ,  whe- 
thar  a  stroneer  argument  could  possibly 
be  adTanoed  in  this  House  in  support 
of  the  Uotion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
SUgo  than  the  admission  of  the  Uon. 
Member  for  West  BeUaat,  that  in  a  oitj 
posseisinff  such  an  eoMinous  population 
as  that  of^elZa«t->a  population  in  which 
tiiere  is  suoh  a  large  proportion  of  Boman 
Oatholios  —  thwe  ie  not  upon  the  Go- 
veming  Body  a  single  Soman  CathoHo  P 
It  must  be  borne  in  miod  that  this 
Gt>Terning  Body  has  the  management 
of  all  the  kwal  affaire,  and  yet  there  is 
not  upon  it  a  single  person  to  advocate 
the  rights  or  claims  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic population.  I  do  not  koow  whe- 
ther hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  to  whom 
I  am  now  making  my  special  appeal, 
aro  aware  that  in  the  Municipalities  of 
Ireland  there  is  no  question  which  comee 
up  so  frequently  tor  ooosideration  by  the 
Corporations  as  those  very  questions 
which  are  decided  to  a  rer^  large  extent 
by  the  religions  oomposition  of  the 
Boards.  There  are  very  large  grants 
given  to  differaxi  hospitals;  we  have 
very  large  grants  always  being  given  to 
industrial  sohools,  refozmatories,  and 
other  institutioas ;  and  in  a  vast  number 
of  other  iustanoes  there  are  questions 
eropptttg  up  every  day  on  Irish  Muni* 
elpef  Boards,  which  depend  almost  alto- 
gether on  the  religious  elements  of  which 
those  Bodies  are  composed.  From  my 
experience  of  another  Corporation— re- 
presenting, it  is  true,  a  locality  where 
the  Parties  are  more  evenly  divided  than 
they  are,  perhaps,  in  the  generality  of 
Iri^  Municipalities — I  know  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  at  times  for  the  authorities  to 
do  equal  or  proper  justice  to  the  claims 
of  different  religious  persuasions.  I  can 
imagine,  therefore,  how  almost  next  to 
impossible  it  must  be  for  the  Bomau 
Oatholio  population  in  Belfast  to  get  fair 
pla^  when  any  question  turns  up  in 
whioh  it  is  possible  for  those  who  repre- 
sent differmt  parts  of  Belfast  to  show 
in  their  corporate  capacity  that  intole- 
ranoe,  and  Ugotry,  and  seotariMi  hatred 
that  they  invariably  show  on  public 
{^tforms  when  they  are  speaking  on 
any  subject.  On  that  ground,  if  on  no 
otiier,  I  would  appeal  to  hon.  Members 
of  this  House  to  amrm  that  clause  of  the 
Besolntioa  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  whioh  bears  upon  this 
point.  The  3nd  olavse  of  my  hon. 
Friend's  Motion  is— 

Mr.  Lane 


"To  eoaUeereij  ptcioa  qaslifiadtOTotert 
a  Uanicipal  election  in  Bel&>ttolM»oui£dita 
for  election  to  the  office  of  ooaneilloT  or  aUtr* 

man." 

I  must  say  I  do  not  feel  myself  so  com- 
petent to  speak  upon  this  subject,  be- 
cause I  cannot  conceive  the  diffmnce 
which  was  raised  here  to-night  betweea 
a  man  being  entitled  to  vote  for  a  Mu- 
nicipal Corporation  and  to  stand  as  a 
candidate  for  one  of  the  wards  repre- 
sented on  that  Corporation.  lamuDdei 
the  impression,  unless  there  is  some- 
thing unconstitutional  in  the  Mumdpsl 
Council  of  Belfast,  tiiat  anyone  qualified 
to  vote  at  a  Town  Council  election  wonld 
also  be  entitled  to  stand  fat  the  poutloo 
of  one  of  its  members.  From  what  mj 
hon.  Friend  tells  me,  I  can  now  under- 
stand what  this  clause  in  the  Motion 
refers  to.  It  is  dependent  on  the  pre- 
vious clause  being  accepted  by  the 
House.  I  did  not  quite  see  it  until  tHia 
moment.  It  is,  of  course,  that  the  ma- 
uicipal  franchise  should  be  reduced  to 
the  same  level  as  the  Parliamentary 
franchise,  and  that  any  man  taking  ad- 
vantage of  that  should  be  able  to  stand 
as  a  candidate.  The  3rd  dause  o!  the 
Instruction  is— 

To  eoDstitate  the  fvesent  hwmit*T  ^  ^ 

Parluuneatapr  borough  of  Belfast  the  honndur 
of  the  Municipal  boron^,  and  to  diieet  m 
provide  for  a  now  division  of  the  Maniciwl  l»- 
rough  into  wards,  as  recommended  in  Uie  Bepot 
(A  the  Munioipal  Bouadaries  ^Ireland)  Ocnmn- 
iion,  dated  the  27th  of  June,  1882,  sad  to  as- 
thorise  a  proportiooate  increaae  in  the  nmnba 
of  aldermen  and  councillors." 

I  would  appeal  to  the  House— or  latlier 
I  would  again  recommend  them,  rather 
than  a«p«al — that  my  hon.  ^end  ud 
his  Colleagaes  on  these  Benohea  are 
only  asking  the  House  to  give  force  thii 
evening  on  a  formal  deobion  to  the  Be- 
port  issued  by  a  Boyal  Connnissioa  s^ 
over  to  Ireland  by  the  Imperial  Farlis- 
inent  to  iuTestigate  on  the  spot  the  loc^ 
olroamstanQes  of  the  Belfast  Muaia* 
pality  in  all  its  bearings.  That 
Commission,  when  they  had  erhsMtaa 
the  inquiry  on  the  spot  into  all  the  sw* 
rounding  oiroumstances,  recommended 
that  Parliament  should  extend  the  bo- 
rough boundaries.  So  that  w€^  in  aakiof 
the  House  to  affirm  the  Besolutitn  « 
my  hon.  Friend,  are  not  askiog  them  to 
affirm  anything  that  oomes  solely  ud 
only  from  this  quarter  of  the  Umm. 
"We  are  asking  them  to  ^ve  l^al  eff«t 
te  the  re9oiiun«utati«as»f  a  Ooa* 
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mission.  I  am  afraid  I  have  intruded  a 
little  too  long  upon  the  House.  I  will 
not  trespass  upon  its  patience  any  fur- 
ther, althou^^  I  should  certainly  like 
fo  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Front  Bench  to  give 
a  little  consideration  to  the  course  of 
this  debate  here  this  evening,  and  to 
study  for  the  future  what  has  been  the 
effect,  particularly  on  these  Benches,  of 
the  very  jarring  note  that  was  struck 
from  opposite  hy  the  Chairman  of  AVays 
and  Means.  I  do  not  think  in  this 
House,  amongst  the  500  or  GOO  Mem- 
bers who  were  listening  so  carefully  and 
attentively  to  the  eloquent  speech  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Memoer  for  Sligo,  that 
a  second  Member  in  this  House,  besides 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Moans, 
would  have  risen  at  once  to  reply  to 
that  careful  and  moderate  speech  in  the 
spirit  and  in  the  tone  that  cnsracterized 
the  remarks  of  that  hon.  Gentleman. 
As  the  hon.  Member  has  returned  to  his 
seat  in  the  House,  I  will  respectfully  say 
to  him  that,  instead  of  shortening  the 
debate  tbis  evening,  or  instead  of  con- 
tributing  to  the  shortening  of  it,  as  he 
endeavoured  to  do  by  applying  a  form 
of  cl6ture,  the  course  he  took  has  had  an 
opposite  effect  to  that  ho  intended,  and 
has  induced  many  hon.  Members  on 
these  Benches  to  stand  up  and  prolong 
the  discussion.  I  and  those  of  my  Col- 
leagues who  have  oome  for  the  first  time 
into  Parliament  have  not  come  for  the 
purpose  of  falling  into  the  viows  of  hon. 
and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Trea- 
sury Bench  on  every  occasion  on  which 
they  wish  us  to  sit  here  silently,  and 
allow  Irish  discuuiona  to  go  by  default. 
If  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have 
not  seen  already,  they  very  soon  will  see 
before  this  debate  concludes,  that  any 
attempt  such  as  that  made  by  tho  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  prevent  hon.  Members  on 
these  Benches  from  discussing  Irish 
questions  which  either  a  portion  or  a 
part  of  Ireland  takes  the  keen  interest 
in  that  the  people  of  Belfast  take  in  this 
measure,  will  not  have  the  desired 
efifect.  I  do  not  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
can  contribute  very  much  more  to  this 
debate.  There  is  one  point  which  has 
been  very  largely  touched  upon  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  and 
others  this  eroning  which  I  would  cer- 
tainly like  to  refer  to  for  a  moment,  and 
that  IB  to  the  fiut  that  the  Town  Olerk 
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of  Belfast,  in  advocaf^g  or  allowing  tiie 
Corporation  of  Belfhst  to  n>peBl  again 
to  this  House  for  a  local  Bill,  does  not 
in  any  way  whatsoerer  gain  any  pecu- 
niary proSt.  I  am  quite  witling  to 
admit  that;  but  we  were  also  told  be- 
fore that  the  gentleman  who  is  the 
Town  Cterk  of  Belfast  is  also,  I  presume, 
the  law  adviser  of  the  Corporation.  I 
need  not  say,  Sir,  that  with  that  sj'm- 
pathy  which  lawyers  always  have  for 
each  other,  I  am  quite  sure  that  this 
gentleman,  in  his  capacity  as  law  ad- 
viser to  the  Corporation,  noTer  in  any 
way  advised  the  Corporation  of  Belfast 
from  coming  to  this  House  for  local 
Bills,  on  the  prinbiple  that  "hawks 
don't  pike  out  hawks'  een." 

Mr.  BIOGAE:  Itiiink  it  wonldbave 
been  well  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  had  ab- 
stained ^m  raising  a  technical  point, 
because  it  seems  to  me  that  it  was  per- 
fectly within  the  province  of  this  House 
to  refuse  to  allow  this  Bill  to  go  before  a 
Committee  upstairs,  if  they  thought  tho 
parties  bringing  it  forward  were  not 
those  in  whom  they  conld  repose  confi- 
dence. In  this  particular  case  this  Cor- 
poration of  Belfast  comes  before  the 
Rouse  of  Commous  and  asks  for  large 
borrowing  powers,  and  for  liberty  to 
carry  out  very  extensive  work,  which 
borrowing  powers  end  extensive  work 
will  be  carried  out  by  them  if  Parliament 
gives  them  this  authority.  Not  only  so, 
but  this  Corporation  coming  before  Par- 
liament comes  in  a  great  measure  with 
an  ex  parte  statement  of  the  case,  because 
we  know  Tery  well  that  no  one  can  be 
heard  as  petitioning  against  a  Bill  pro- 
moted in  this  way  unless  they  have  a 
locus  standi.  It  must  be  known  to  every- 
one who  has  experience  of  Private  Bill 
legislation — that  is  to  say,  in  regard  to 
opposition  offered  to  Private  Bills — that 
the  procees  of  endeavouring  to  influence 
the  opposition  of  one  of  these  measures 
by  a  private  individual  is  very  expen- 
sive, and  that  it  is  a  very  difficult  thing 
to  succeed  even  after  tho  expenses  have 
been  incurred.  It  is  also  very  clear  that 
the  parties  who  took  part  in  the  public 
meetings  at  St.  George's  Hall,  in  Belfast, 
did  not  bolon  g  to  the  class  who  would  bo 
likely  to  raise  any  very  large  sum  of 
money  in  order  to  press  their  ^ewa  upon 
the  Committee  upstairs.  Seeing  that 
that  is  the  state  of  the  case,  I  think  it  is 
extremely  prudmt  and  proper  for  tiiis 
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House  to  see  to  what  extent  thU  Belfast 
Oorporation  rspreseints  the  views  of  the 
'people  of  Ulster,  and  if  it  can  be  sliown 
tbat  .it  does  not  represent  theopiaions 
ond  views  of  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  people  of  Belfast,  and  that  the  opi- 
nions of  the  ratepayers  have  not  beep 
asked  by  the  Oorporation,  and  that  the 
general  body  of  rat^ayers  have  no  Con- 
stitotional  mode  of  ofiTeriog  an  opinion  on 
the  subjet^,  I  think,  I  say,  it  is  very 
prudent  and  proper  for  this  House  that 
the  people,  vrho  at  the  present  moment 
are  not  reporeMnted,  should  have  an  op- 
portunity  of  expressing  their  opinion  on 
Bttoh  a  matter  as  this  when  the  Bill  be- 
comes an  Act,  bub  before  it  comes  into 
operation.  In  this  measure  means  sbould 
be  given  to  the  ratepaywa  of  Belfast  for 
expressing  an  opinion  through  the  elec- 
tions that  are  proposed  by  the  Besolu- 
tion  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Itfr.  SextoD). 
If  they  appTOveof  the  Act  as  then  paSaed, 
'vhy»  all  is  mil,  and  tbe  Corporation 
newly  formed  by  tbe  new  electoral  body 
Irou^  have  an  opportunity  of  oarrying 
out  the  work  embodied  in  this  scheme. 
But,  oo  the  other  liand,  if  tbe  majority 
of  electors  on  the  new  Registration  Boll 
believe  that  this  Is  an  objeotionable  Aot, 
'  thentheyoould  refuse  to  curyit  into  ope* 
ntiom,  ai^  either  bring  in  a  new  scheme, 
or  Mty-— "  We  wilLhave  nomaindra^iage 
seheme  at  mIL"    For  these  reasone,  I 
tiiink  it  is  quite  within  the  duty—not 
only  within  the  power,  but  also  within 
the  duty— of  this  House  to  do  what  my 
hon.  Friend  proposes.   It  seems  to  me 
rather  strange  that  the  present  Qovern- 
ment,  who  a  short  time  ago  were  sueh 
vei?  earnest  advocates  of  the  oKtaasion 
of  the  franchise  to  all  olssses  of  electors 
in  this  Kingdom,  should  be  so  very 
anxious  on  this  ocoa»on  to  throw  ob- 
stades  in  the  way  of  enfranchising  the 
ratepa^^ers  of  the  borough  of  Belfast. 
Kol;  only  e»,  but  the  fact  being  so  noto- 
rijouB  that  the  &uidase  in  Bwfast  is  so 
very  objectionable  and  of  auoh  a  meagre 
dharaotqr,  the  practical  result  is  t£ac 
ibor-fifths  of  the  ratepayers,  who  are 
oonsidwed  oompetsat  to  select  Members 
of  BuUament,  have  no  ^wer  in  the 
selection  of  members  of  this  Town  Coun- 
cil, and  therefore  have  no  vwtce  in  the 
matter  of  the  Billwhicfa  is  now  before 
tbe  Hoikee.   I  think  that  it  is  the  dat^. 
of  Che  House  to  see  that  some  mode  of 
Obtaini;^  the  opinion  of  these  fouv-fifths 
should  be  provided.   I  must  say  also,  m 


regard  to  tbe  apeeoh  of  the  bon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Haslett).  that  it 
was  a  very  artful  speech,  because  he 
entirely  evaded  the  important  question 
of  rating,  and  also  that  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton). 
Kow,  tha  hon.  Gentleman  very  artfoUy 
refrained  from  discussing  that  question ; 
but  still  be  asked  that  we  should  give 
power  to  tbe  Belfast  Corporation  to  let 
in  the  £8  a-year  householder.  Well, 
that  being  ao,  we  consider  tliat  these 
people  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  opinion  before  this  Bill 
is  passed.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  also 
evaded  another  important  question- 
namely,  the  exclurire  nature  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Belfast,  which  is  almost  con- 
fined to  one  narrow  class  of  the  com* 
munity.  It  entirely  excludes  what  I 
may  call  the  Orange  Democracy  of  Bel- 
fast. The  Town  Council  is,  in  fact,  al- 
most entirely  represented  hy  the  small 
wholesale  and  large  retail  tradesmen  of 
Belfast  For  years  it  has  onlj  bad  two 
Catholic  members— one  of  whom  was 
elected  by  a  Tory  body,  and  would  on 
no  account  have  been  elected  by  any 
body  of  Catholics.  And  yet  we  have 
i\m  body,  representing  only  one-fifth  of 
the  population  of  Belfast.  comiDg;  to  fliis 
House  and  asking  to  he  allowed  tosad^ 
the  whole  community  with  a  larg« 
amount  of  taxation.  It  would  be  weU 
for  the  Government  to  take  this  matter 
into  their  serious  consideration,  and  girs 
the  ratepayers  of  the  second  largest  town 
in  Ireland  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinion  before  auch  a  measure  u 
this  is  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  PARNELL  :  I  wish  to  say.  Sir, 
I  should  have  been  surprised  at  the  way 
in  which  this  Motion  has  been  met  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  (Mr.  Courtney),  were  it  not 
,that  he  has,  unfortunately,  within  my 
own  Fsrliamentary  connection,  distin- 
guished himself  on  every  occasion  which 
presented  itself,  by  taking  up  a  position 
tn  opposition  to  Irish  claims,  and  I  sup- 
pose that  one  of  th?  reasons  why  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  been  placed  m  his 
present  pontion  is  that  it  was  thongbt 
that  it  could  not  possibly  fall  in  his 
power  to  take  part  iix  the  debates  of  this 
House  against  the  reftsonable  claims  of 
Ireland.  But  if  that  were  the  worthy 
iden,  it  is  a  disappointed  oqei  foecvQse 
the^hon.  Gentle^L^ii-T-w^t^thattnjgenuity 
which  is  somefimes"  acquit^'^^  long 
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Parliamentary  experience — has  found 
a,n  opportunity  of  aUtingvislung  himself 
n  this  particular  manocr.  He  has  en-. 
Seavoured  to  create  a  precedent  after  a 
precedent  has  heen  estaHished  by  Iris 
Predecessor,  Sir  Arthur  Otway— rone  of 
he  most  distinguisbed  ocfaupants  of  tl;e 
I7hair  in  recent  times,  and  certainly  not 
3ne  Qf  vhom  it  can  be  stdd,  speaking  as 
C  do  after  a  long  experience  of  the  oceu- 
pante  of  the  Chair,  that  he  had  been  fair 
io  trish  Itfembers.  But  he  laid  down  a 
precedent  a8  to  what  could  and  what 
:ouId  not  be  done  in  reference  to  a  Bill 
>f  thia  nature.  Now,  I  must  say  I  do 
:hink  we  have  not  been  fairly  treated  by 
he  hon.  Member.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  appealed 
:o  a  recent  precedent,  and  one  which 
Qtted  very  well  to  the  present  case.  It 
is  true  that  my  hon.  Friend  has  gone  a 
little  further  than  wa«  the  case  in  regard 
to  the  Uathmines  and  Batbgar  Bill,  and 
[xas  introduced  matters  vbich  vere  not 
K>aght  to  be  introdnced  on.  that  ocoa- 
sion;  but  I  would  ask  the  House  to 
;:oasider  this — an  unrefotmed  ^urlia- 
ment,  a  J^arliament  which  garo  man}' 
bon.  Members  of  this  Hobse  aii  oppor- 
tunity which  they  otherwise  would  not 
have  had  of  becomiDg  Members — a  Par- 
liament which  opened  the  franchise  to 
the  householders  of  British  and  Irish 
counties,  agreed  to  a '  reform  of  fran- 
chise on  a  precisely  similar  Bill  to  this, 
with  j-egard  to  an  Irish  municipal  body. 
It  said — "  "We  have  seen  Irish  Bills  for 
a  general  reform  of  the  municipal  fran- 
clase  in  that  country  introduced  into 
several  Parliaments.  AVe  have  seen 
these  Bills  rapidly  pass  tbrough  the 
House  of'  Commons.  We  have  s^n 
them^  on  more  than  one  occasion,  throtrn 
out  by-  the  House  of  Lords" — at  the 
instance  of  this  very  body  whom  we  ask 
tiie.  House  to  check,  now.  ^d  of  the' 
body  which  the  unreformed  .  Parlia- 
ment checked  in  the  case  of  the  Bill 
which  constitutes  the  precedent  on 
which  my  hon.  Friend  relies — "if  we 
cannot  by  the  ordinary  process  of 
legislation— if  our  ordinary  attempts  at 
logi^tion  have  been  defeated  at  tho^ 
instigation  of  these  unreformed  bodies 
partly  by  means -of  the  money  of  the 
ratepayers  levied  by  a  power  dver  which 
the  ratepayers  had  no  coq^rol,  is  it  not 
rightf  when.theS^  bodies  come  befok:Gju8 
and  ask  for  addjUdaal  p^wer  of  taxation, 
that'  we,  ahould  say  "wd  cannot  cmitinue 


to  ^ve  these  enlarged  powers  of  taxa- 
tion witiiout  saying  'tliat  -t^'  moplb 
wha  are  going  to'  taxed  shall  biivb 
an  effectual  Toide  in'  the  cixpenditqre.1' 
l^st  was  all'ifaat  was  aaked  in  188A'; 
and  tbat<i«-'aH-«e  fiak  in-  18»6,.  The 
only  difiE^noe  is  simtply  this,,  that.In 
1 885  we  were  appealing  aitd  appealed 
SfQcoessfutiy>'  to  an  utufeformed  Fevlia- 
ttent,  aad-ia  ihis  oase.  ^e  are  appealing 
to  a  reformed.  Parliemeot^  which  ought 
to  be  additdoaally  imfprebsad '  with  the 
justice  of  our  datm.  Wall,  Bis,  the^oiUy 
valid  argumrart  -tbat  covld  .have  bean 
UsedbythehoD.GentladiaBthfOhairman 
of  Committees,  or  the  right  hon  ;  Gentlq- 
mau  1^8  Chancellor  of  -  the  Sxcheques, 
against  the  elaim  of  my  hoB.'Fsiend  haa 
not  been  used— namely,  that  coussdiering 
the  whf^e  queBti(H:t  of  the  ChDraamedt 
of  Ireland  is  ^now  under  the.naaMdevft- 
tion  of  the  AdministratioB,  mnder  theee 
oiroumstaneee  'it  is  scaroely  wofrth  our 
while  insisting  upon  the  addition  of -UiSs 
elause.  Th4a  is  as.  .ax|p]meat-  wkd^ 
might  fairly  and  witihadDieofnuid^ble 
ibroe  have  be«o  ns^  by  tha  .oppoownts 
of  the  measure ;  bitt  ib  iMas  itaat  liMn 
nsedk  and)  indeed,  they  have  bmi  T4t'y 
ehary  of  Bbeech.  0£  oiibrae,-4iiat> argu- 
ment would  have  irused  a  ec(m|HU-atite 
qUeetitm,  and  if  it  hadi  been  addvecf^od 
to  us  eaiiy  in  the  evening  itiniight  bare 
had  eome  weight ;  but  that  is  not  the 
poHoy  which  has  beeu  adopted.  .  Uy 
object  in  rising  ia  to  suggest  a  compro- 
mlse.  I  have  said  thrat  my  hon.  Fiiend 
hae-gune  to  the  precedeoit  of  186d  ;  but 
this  Amendment  pvevidsp  that  in  addi- 
tion to- the  iaB8miilataon;j)£  the  Fadia- 
mentary  and  municipal  fraaohisea-  an 
aarangemMit  is  to  be  nubde  hy  fwbJ^.ftIl 
who  are- qualified  to  vote  at  a  munioipal 
deotion  im  Ballust  should,  bei  enabled  to 
be  a  (Umdidato-for  the  offioe-^f  iCuun- 
dlloi  or  AldenuMD)  >-  andr  he.  has  ako 
asked  for  anAxtensioniof  the  boundaiies 
of  the  present  ntamoipal  boKOugb.  Well, 
DOW,  what  I  would  suggest  as  a  compro- 
mise is  thu— that  if  my  hon.  Friend 
should  confine  himself  to  two  points,  the 
first  and  tiie  fourth,  in  the  finst  Besolu- 
tion  that  he  has  aloiionioffed,!  thinkhe 
would  bring  himself  etrictjy.  within;  the 
llmiU  of  .the  preaedent  oi.  il88fit  Kow, 
we  kaowtbat  this  HouseiagoTeomedby 
strict  precedeot,  and  it  id:soar«ely:  fair 
for  the  -Chairmau/i  of  C<>moatte<W  tci  jn- 
tearposft  a  -tdohnical^  ebjetition,  md  .  so 
proTenl  iwfiDotn  (taking-  tiifr  QfiMftiltf  itiu 
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Houie  on  the  anbetaDtiftl  question, 
whiohl  beliere  otherwiM  wouldbeinoar 
faTour.  If  my  hon.  Friend  would  agree 
to  thu  limitation  of  hia  BeH^ution  on 
these  two  points,  I  eaanot  nee  why  the 
House  should  refuse  the  Motion.  No 
attempt  has  been  made,  exoept  hy  the 
hoB.  Member  fov  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Haalett),  to  ar^ue  againat  the  Modan  on 
its  merits;  and  then  is  practioally  no- 
thing, to  be  said  i^ainst  it,  otherwise  it 
vould  have  been  said  over  and  orer 
again.  In  oondnsion,  I  would  appeal 
to  the  justiee  and  judgmmt  of  the 
House,  whether  itt  as  a  reformed  Parlia- 
ment, L9  going  to  refuse  that  whitdi  an 
unrefwrned  Parliament  did  for  us  so 
willingly  by  a  great  majority  in  ISdd  ? 

Mr.  HOOPEE  :  As  a  member  of  an 
Irish  Municipal  Body  myself,  !  wish  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject.  In 
commencing  my  observations  I  cannot 
but  think  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  did  so  much 
to  pass  &e  Act  under  which  the  present 
Parliament  was  elected  is  not  preaent 
to-sight — I  mean  the  right  hon.  Geatle- 
man  the  Member  for  Ohelsea  (Sir 
Oharlea  W.  Dilke).  The  House  is  adied 
to  set  this  Motion  aside  on  exfaremely 
teohnieal  grounds ;  but  if  there  ever  was 
a  question  on  which  that  eo«rse  ahonid 
not  to  be  adopted  it  is  upon  a  qneation 
liko  this,  and  in  presenoe  of  statements 
suoh  as  thoao  which  have  been  put  for- 
ward from  these  Benches.  The  House 
has  already  heard  that  ihe  60,000 
Boman  Oautohee  of  Belfast  are  unre- 
presented in  the  Town  Council ;  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  has  been  men- 
tioned that  there  is  only  one  gentleman 
upon  it  prof  esaiog  Liberal  poiitica.  Now, 
if  we  added  these  two  classes  together, 
I  am  quite  sure  that  they  would  form  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  Belfast;  and, 
therefore,  I  ash  the  House  whether  it  is 
public  policy  that  the  reform  of  auch  an 
abuse  should  be  longer  delayed  f  This 
is  not  the  time  when  tiie  House  should 
stand  on  old  precedents^  and  tiiere  is 
nothing  in  the  history  of  Belfast  that 
the  House  should  be  slow  fo  interfere 
with  its  munloipal  arrangements.  I 
ean  eay,  from  my  knowledge  of  Bills 
introduced  by  Irish  Munici^itieB,  that 
the  likelihood  is  that  before  the  expen- 
diture on  this  scheme  is  oonoluded,  in- 
stead of  £160,000,  it  willreftchjefiOOjOOO; 
and  it  is  tia»  which  gives  rise  to  a  good 
deal  of  eppoBLtion  oa  the  part  of  the 


I  townspeo^.     If   tiiis   £loO,OdQ  is 
I  granted,  I  have  not  &o  alightest  donbt 
uiat  the  borough  of  Belfast  will  be  here 
again  for  a  8up{danient«ry  Bill  to  suable 
I  them  to  raiaa  further  f anda  for  ika  pnr- 
poses  embraced  in  the  scbeme  now 
before  os ;  and  very  liloely  they  t31 
come  again  after  that  for  a  third  KU. 
Coming,  then,  to  the  qne^on  of  the 
prinoipleB  inTolred  in  the  MotioK  of 
hon.  FaamAf  I  mvat  omfeas  tiutt  I  en 
find  nothiag  new  or  dangerous  ^Uiit 
is  songht  to  impart  into  tbia  BUL  !Ab 
first  refeta  to  tiie  assimilation  of  flu 
borough  to  the  Paorliamentaiy  fraaduM. 
If  Ukere  is  anything  dangerous  in  &it, 
I  think  tibie  House  will  be  glad  to  hear 
from  iho  haa.  Gentlemen  on  the  Oppoo- 
tion  Benohes  who  hav«  been  so  ttM 
to-night  what  are  the  dasgennu  pna- 
ciplea.     Will  my  hon.  Friend  who  ii 
now  looking  towards  me,  who  is  as  ex- 
officialof  Belfaat,  ooadescendtoenligtoi 
us  on  the  subject.    But  if  he  doei  Mt 
desire  to  wash  the  dirty  linra  of  du 
Belfast  Corporation  in  this  Hwue  to- 
night, then  he  was  quite  right  not  to 
take  part  in  this  diseusalon.   Bat  vbit 
is  ih9  meaning  of  this  eon^aaoy  «f 
nlenoe  on  these  Benohes  f  As  le^r^ 
the  enlaigement  of  the  munioipal  tm- 
ohise  to  that  which  preraila  at  Folia- 
mentary  elections,  althongh  I  inw* 
something  of  B^fast,  I  am  not  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  tova  to 
speak  specially  in  reference  to  it  sIodb; 
but  I  can  say  generally  that  the  ainou- 
lation  would  in  future  take  out  of  ths 
hands  of  narrow  cliqaes  the  work 
they  now  performed  so  badly,  aid  it 
would  do  much  for  the  pttrity  of  pnUic 
administratios  in  Ireland.  Thehoa-Offl* 
tleman  who  r^resents  WeBtB^&Gt()(r- 
Hadett)  made,  I  think,  a  very  unwind^ 
remark  to-day  agAinit  those  mumc^i' 
ties  who  pay  their  Mayors.   I  do  aiH 
know  if  he  is  aware  to  what  an  extost 
that  argumoit  can  be  ased  against  him- 
self. It  is  not  only  thoae  wJio  had  hop 
fortanes,  and  who  were  able  to  djapeue 
munioipal  hospitalify,  who  shonid  Iw 
the  sole  occupants  of  the  Civic  Quir; 
and  in  my  opmion  one  of  the  beaefits  to 
be  derived  from  the  'extension  of  tbo 
municipal  franchise  istbatmeaof  nodo- 
rate  means  caa  asfnre  to  tlm  higfae^ 
honour  which  their  fellow -itownsniSD  cu 
confer  upon  them.    Bo  far,  I  tak« 
therefore,  the  hin.  Member  who  vmA 
the  argument  has  >oi  adraaetd  th* 
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oaum  of,  or  reflected  credit  upon,  the 
Orange  Democraej  of  Belfast,  mj  hon. 
JPnood  (JkCr.  Sexton)  has  stated  that 
there  ie  no  Party  motire  ooonsoted  wit2L 
Ilia  Motion  to-night ;  and  I  can  only  ae^ 
that,  notvithetanding  any  Nationalist 
oompleiion  that  may  ba  put  upon  it,  he 
haa  the  entire  apprarat  of  the  whole 
Liberal  Pwty  of  Belfast — a  very  power- 
ful and  large  body  in  the  NcH-th  of  Ire- 
land. The  questioD  oi  the  aseimilation 
of  these  two  f  ronohises  is  one  that  cxn. 
he  raised,  moreoTar,  motra  approprifltely 
in  r^ard  to  Belfast,  speaking  horn  a 
Belfast  and  Noirbh  of  Ireland  point  of 
Tiew,  than  in  any  other  oonstituMkoy  in 
Ireland ;  beoaase  how  often  are  we  not 
told  that  Belfast,  in  every  way— in  senti- 
mmt,  in  the  industrial  habits  of  the 
people,  and  in  every  other  way— is  almost 
unrecognizable  from  an  English  or  a 
Scotch  town  7  If  that  was  so,  and  if  the 
ext«nnon  of  the  munioipal  franchise  was 
good  in  towns  in  Englemd  and  Scotland, 
what  poBsible  objection  coald  there  be 
to  its  extension  in  tiiis  almost  Ekiglish 
or  Sootch  Uunicipality  ?  Is  it  likely  that 
the  Torsvn  Couocil  of  Belfast  is  going  to 
spend  the  publio  money  in  roforming  it- 
self? I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  pos- 
seised  of  so  self-debaaiag  a  tendency  as 
to  be  guilty  of  that-  We  should  be  glad 
to  hear  from  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Belfast  (Mr.  De  Gobiuu) — and  I  am 
sorry  that  the  hon.  Member,  who  is  an 
ex-official  of  the  Belfast  Oorporation,  is 
not  now  in  his  place — some  facts  in  con- 
nection with  the  traoBacttons  of  the 
Town  Oouncil,  which  I  think  would  very 
much  enlightoa  hon.  Members.  I  believe 
that  a  strong  public  feeling  is  growing  in 
BelfasA  on  this  subject;  and  it  may  be 
some  oonaolation  to  the  hon.  Members 
for  Belfast  who  have  not  yet  spoken,  to 
learn  that  I  hold  ia  my  hands  a  telegram 
whioh  states  that  yesterday  seven  mem- 
bers of  the  Town  Council  voted  for  an 
assimilation  of  the  franchise — a  thing 
whioh  no  member  of  the  Town  Oouncil 
had  ever  been  known  to  do  before.  It 
would  therefore  seem  that  public  opinion 
has  not  been  without  effect,  even  upon 
the  Belfast  Town  Oouncil ;  and  I  would 
adviso  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Bel- 
fast to  take  advantage  of  this  drcnm- 
BfcaaoB  to  stand  up  here  aad  make  a  foil 
ooBfeasioB,  as  the  apostle  of  Tory  De- 
moorawy. 

Mb.  HABBIS  :  As  I  happen  to  pes* 
BMs  Bone  looal  knowledge. ex  the  faota 
vkioh  have  been  brought  under  the 


notice  of  the  House,  I  think  it  is  only 
right  that  I  should  say  a  word-  or  two 
befwe  this  debate  doses.  I  do  not  wish 
to  D^e  anything  at  this  momecat  against 
the  hon.  Members  who  r^resent  the 
borough  fA  Belfast.  They  seem  io  be 
in  a  state  of  transition  at  the  present 
moment ;  they  appear  to  bo  wavering 
between  aristocratic  and  democratic 
ideas,  and  I  hope  that  whatever  decision 
they  may  arrive  at  will  be  one  whioh 
will  forward  the  interests  of  the  town 
they  represent.  This  question  of  extend- 
ing the  franchise  in  the  MunicipaUty  of 
Belfast  is  a  very  important  one,  in  this 
sense,  that  over  and  over  again  measures 
have  been  brought  forward  in  this 
House  and  passed,  whioh,  after  having 
received  the  approval  of  the  House  of 
OommoDS,  was  rejected  by  the  House  of 
Lords.  If  we  cannot  begin  above,  we 
most  begin  below,  and  in  this  case  it  is 
necessary  to  begin  with,  the  municipali- 
ties. If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  decided 
upon  taking  action  in  the  way  recom- 
mended by  the  Ohairman  of  Ways  and 
Means,  it  would  be  at  once  our  duty  to 
bring  forward  a  measure  for  the  alroli- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Lords.  I  must  ex- 
press my  surprise  that  the  Hodical  Party 
iu  this  House  do  not  enter  more  ener- 
f!;etical]y  into  this  important  question. 
Wo  certainly  cannot  expect  the  House 
of  Lords  to  bring  forward  a  measure  for 
their  own  exUnotion ;  but  I  have  never 
heard  any  strong  expression  of  opinion 
upon  it  heve.  Hon.  Members  seem  to 
have  been  perfectly  content  to  sit  quietly 
by  and  to  endorse  the  opinitm  of  the 
hindowners  generally.  More  especially 
has  tiiis  been  the  ease  in  connection  with 
the  action  of  the  Town  Oonncil  of  Bel- 
fast. A  large  amount  of  m<mey  has 
been  expended  in  Cork,  as  well  as  in  Bel- 
fast, in  undertakings  which  have  not 
had  the  sanotion  of  the  ratepayers  gene- 
rally ;  and  as  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a 
legislative  reform  of  local  government, 
which  is  to  be  extended  to  Ireland,  I 
think  it  might  save  us  a  considerable 
amount  of  expense  in  connection  with 
the  promotion  of  Bills  of  this  character 
if  steps  were  taken  to  hold  over  the  ao< 
tion  of  the  Town  Oouncil  of  Belfast  until 
such  time  as  we  have  a  National  Parlia- 
ment in  Iceland.  In  the  meantime,  they 
will  be  able  to  approach  the  Irish  Party 
with  some  ^ponls  of  a  ooneUiatory 
nature  {  and  in  saoh  a  case  I  am  indined 
to  believe-  that  an  Irish  Pturliament 
would  aooede  to  their  wiahee,  after 
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taking  eare  to  impoM  proper  obeeke 
\xpj>n  t^tr  aotioia.  ^%  I  have  already 
Baid,  4bwe  ie  a  larfpe  question  of  .pnn- 
cafile  HLTolred  in  this  qiiostioii.  And  the 
most  important  principle  of  all  is  the 
principle  of  right ;  and  vhen  the  prin- 
oiple  of  right  «ooieB  to  be  argued  on 
higher  grounds  than  the  interests  of 
Belfast^  if:  is  questionable  whether  the 
action  of  former  Farlianents,  in  which 
the  people  wefe  not  fairly  repreeented, 
viU  be  taken  into  oonsideration.  I  take 
it  diat  the  principle  of  right  is  founded 
on  the  ti^hX  of  erer^  man  who  is  taxed 
to  be  represented,  and  it  is  quite  clear 
that  an^  action  taken  prior  to  the  pre- 
sent time  by  the  Municipality  o(E  Belfast^ 
or  any  other  Public  Body,  vae  not 
founded  on  the  great  and  broad  right  e' 
reprosentotioB^the  right  of  every  mam 
who  is  taxed  to  be  represented.  I  think 
that  evocy  act  ^biok  may  ha?e  been 
done  outside  ^e  repcssentatiTe  principle 
is  open  to  be  questioned  by  a  Native 
fiarliament;  and  I  think,  further,  that 
this  important  que^on  ought'  to  be 
Eatsed  in  the  case  of  every  aot  wMoh  in- 
volves the  outlay  or  the  dirtribution  of 
money.  I  would  therefore  ask  the  Houie 
to  suspend  its  judgment  in  thie  matter, 
Btadnotallow  this  large  amountof  money 
to  be  granted  to  a  body  of  men  who  are 
not  fairly  representative  of  the  interests 
of  the  Municipality.  If  they  weee  fairiy 
representative,  they  might  say  that  they 
spoke  in  thn  name  of  all  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Belfast,  rioh  and  poor;  and  I 
need  not  tell  the  House  that  in  any 
matter  <!Onneeted  with  the  Municipality 
-the'  poor  ue  in  a  higher  degree  inte- 
rested than  the  rich.  If  the  Munici- 
pality ol  Belfast  wecre  lounded  on  a 
bkoad  mpresentatire  principle— if  they 
vere  eleofed  by  the  entire  body  of  tax- 
payers, and  were  entitled,  therefore,  to 
oome  forward  on  that  ground  and  speak 
in  the  name  of  the  people,  I  should  not 
object  to  this  Bill ;  but  when,  we  take 
into  consideration  the  present  narrow 
reprmentation,  I  thiuk  ve  should  hesi- 
tate before  we  granted  suoh  a  large 
amount  of  money.  "With  these  remarks, 
I  beg  to  support  the  proposal  of  my 
faon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton). 

Mb.  DEASY  :  I  am  very  serry  that 
the  hon.  Membef  for  Bast  Belfast  (Mr. 
De  Oobain)  is  not  in:  his  place,  in  order 
to  lavour  the  House  with  his  opinion  as 
io  .tha  action  of  th«  Oorpomtion  of  Bel- 
fast in  reference  to  this  Bill|  and  Uia 

Mr.  Muri* 


«ourse  whioh  he  intends  to  take  with  re- 
gaid  to  it.  I  am  also  desirous  of  as- 
certaining what,  course  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  aAo^i  with  TGgmxd  to 
the  suggestion  of  ^  my  hon.  friend 
and  Leader  the  senior  Member  for  the 
City  qf  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell).  My  hon. 
Friend  has  aaked  the  House  to  consent 
to  accept  two  of  the  four  pa^ragraphs  of 
the  Motion  which  stands  in  the  name  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  -Sexton)  ;  but,  so  far,  we  have  not 
recotved  the  slightest  indloation  of  the 
intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  QovernmeDt 
upon  the  matter.  It  appears  to  me  that 
neariy  sufficient  has  been  aaid  from 
these  Benches  to  give  the  Houae  to  un- 
derstand how  we  regard  this  matter. 
As  far  as  the  debate  has  goae  the 
Irish  Members  have  entered  a  sttoog 
protest  against  the  course  which  has  been 
taken  upon  thisquestion ;  It  is  the  inten- 
tion of  my  hon.  friends  unduly  to  prolong 
the  debate,  but  to  prooeed  at  once  to 
tidce  a  divi«on,  if  a  diviuon  is  forced 
njpoa  us  by  the  Qovemment,  ba  a  final 
protest  The  Ohahrman  of  Ways  and 
Means  stated,  in  reply  to  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo,  that  we 
had  received  sufficient  Notice  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  J^ow,  I  deny 
that  altogether,  because  previous  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  occaaioned 
by  the  late  change  of  Government,  the 
first  reading  of  the  Bill  was  taken,  and 
on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
House  after  the  present  Govemment 
had  been  constituted  the  Bill  was  read 
a  second  time  at  a  time  when  there  was 
not  a  single  Member  of  the  House  wlu> 
knew  what  was  being  done^  Uadsr 
these  oircumstanoes,  I  think  the  atote- 
ment  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Uemberfor 
Sligo  did  not  exceed  the  exact  trudt 
when  he  said  that  this  measure  had  been 
pressed  forward  without  that  due  No- 
tice which  every  Member  of  the  House 
was  entitled  to  receive.  I  should  be 
sorry  that  a  division  should  ba  taken  at 
this  moment  upon  this  particular  ques- 
tion. I  should  prefer  to  have  the  sub- 
ject dealt  with  in  a  more  comprehensive 
manner.  I  find,  from  a  Hetum  presented 
to  the  Bouse  a  few  days  ago  in  refer- 
ence to  the  valuation  and  population  of 
the  several  wards  in  the  City  of  Belfast, 
that  certain  facts  have  been  broug^ht  to 
light  which  are  of  an  alarming,  nattuv, 
and  which  require  careful  'oonindeniLticn 
in  order  that  xedresa  n»jh»  ^iva 
without  Author  dday.  ISiis  KoCam 
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moved  for  on  the  24th  of  July  last,  and 
it  was  laid  upon  the  Table  last  Friday. 
It  shows  that  the  valuation  of  tho  Oity 
of  Belfast  is  £600,000  and  its  popula- 
tion 208,000  ;  but  the  number  of  muni- 
cipal electors  are  only.  6,000.  It  has 
been  shown  that  the  number  of  Par- 
liamentary electors  are  32,000 ;  but, 
nevertheless,  there  is  only  a  con- 
stituency of  6,000  which  returns  mem- 
bers to  the  Town  Oonncil.  "While 
32,000  have  the  right  of  sending  Hem- 
bors  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  6,000 
are  considered  sufficient  to  return  mem- 
bers to  the  Town  Oou&cil.  In  point  of 
fact,  onl^  one  in  40  in  a  great  Iriah 
town  enjoys  tbe  municipal  franchise, 
whereas  in  the  large  towns  of  England 
one  in  eight  enjoy  the  right  of  voting 
in  llie  municipal  elections.  Now,  I 
think  that  that  is  a  glaring  injustice  as 
between  England  and  Ireland ;  and  there 
is  even  a  greater  contrast  when  we  come 
to  consider  the  different  valuations  and 
the  disproportion  between  the  wards. 
In  one  there  is  a  population  of  168,000, 
while  in  another — the  Smithfield  Ward 
— the  population  is  88,000,  or  about 
one-half.  But  the  number  of  electors 
in  the  ono  case  is  1,817,  while  in  the 
other  it  is  only  630.  I  think  the  elec- 
tors in  the  SmithOeld  Ward  have  a  just 
ground  of  complaint ;  and  1  hope,  that 
in  the  face  of  auch  injustice,  w%  shall  not 
bo  told  that  we  must  waituntal  other 
questions  of  greater  importance  have 
been  settled.  If  the  Government  do  not 
intend  to  bring  on  these  questions  of 
greater  importance  in  the  next  month 
or  siz  weeks,  there  is  no  reason  why  a 
Bill  dealing  with  the  municipal  fran- 
chise in  Belfast  might  not  be  introduced 
and  passed  without  delay.  I  believe 
that  a  Hoyal  Oommtssion  some  years 
ago  unanimously  recommended  that  the 
boundaries  of  the  municipal  borough 
should  be  extended  ;  but  up  to  this  time 
no  Qovenunent  has  taken  up  the  ques- 
tion. If  any  hon.  Kember  has  at  any 
time  raised  the  question  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  boundaries  of  Belfast,  Oork, 
or  Dublin,  he  has  been  told  to  wait  until 
the  whole  question  of  Local  Govern- 
ment Sn  Ir^and  can  be  dealt  with; 
but  I  fail  to  see  what  there  ia  to  pre- 
vent the  Government  from  bringing  in 
A  Bill  at  once.  It  is  quite  apparent, 
from  tho  silence  of  three  of  the  hon. 
Members  for  Belfast,  that  they  have 
not  the  coursgo'  to  get  op  and  express 


any  disagreement  from  the  Tiews  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  {Mr. 
Sexton).  I  am,  therefore,  fairly  en* 
titled  to  say  that  they  ate  on  our  side, 
although,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
they  refrain  from  expresrang  an  opinion. 
They  may  toll  us  what  they  please 
about  the  Corporation  being  repre- 
sentative of  the  citizens  of  Belfast; 
but  we  know  fifom  previous  experience 
that  all  Oorporations  and  Public  Bodies 
elected  on  a  narrow  footing  are  corrupt, 
and  that  the  members  of  such  Bodies 
have  the  greatest  possible  objection  to 
any  interfersnce  on  the  part  of  Parlia- 
ment with  their  oenstitution.  Hitherto 
the  members  of  this  particular  Corpora- 
tion have  been  engaged  in  plundering 
the  ratepayers.  One  official  of  the  Town 
Oouncil  of  Belfast  receives  a  salary  of 
£2,000  a-year;  and  while  the  unfortu- 
nate ratepayers  strongly  object  to  the 
payment  of  so  extravagant  a  sum,  they 
are  compelled  to  pay  it,  and  aro  ex- 
cluded from  having  any  voice  in  the 
control  of  their  own  affairs.  1  am  glad 
to  find  that  the  people  of  Belfatt  are  at 
last  aroused  to  a  sense  of  duty,  and  that 
they  protest  against  being  any  longer 
guided  by  tbis  autocratic  body.  We 
have  been  told  within  the  past  week, 
and  it  has  been  repeated  to-night  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Haslett),  that  before  any  ste^  is  taken 
by  FarHament  the  question  of  munioipal 
reform  ought  to  be  oonsidered  and  de- 
cided at  the  municipal  elections.  I 
should  like  to  know  how,  in  the  City  of 
Belfast,  it  is  to  be  raised  ?  Th«re  are 
only  two  ways  in  which  it  can  be  done^ 
— tbe  one  in  publie  meeting  assembled, 
and  the  other  by  sending  Bepreseo- 
tatives  to  this  House.  Hitherto  the 
working  classes  have  been  deprived  of 
their  rights  to  the  municipal  fran- 
chise, and  the  result  has  been  that 
those  who  have  put  forward  the  in- 
terests of  the  Corporation  have  en- 
joyed a  monopoly  of  the  representation. 
I  must  express  my  deep  regret  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  tbe  Secretaiy  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  is  not 
here  to  give  the  House  his  views  on 
^  suggestion  which  has  been  thrown 
out  from  this  side  of  the  House.  We 
are  most  afixious  to  have  the  views  of 
the  Government  on  this  question ;  and 
we  shall  do  the  only  thing  in  our  power 
this  evening^nam^yy  divide  aradnet 
this  Bin  in  favour  of  the  proposituHi  of 
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my  hon.  Friend.  I  hope  that  whenever 
we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  raising 
this  question  again  we  shall  be  able  to 
protest  much  more  vigorously  than  to- 
night against  the  great  injastice  it  is 
proposed  to  inflict  on '  the  citizens  of 
Belfast. 

Kb.  SEXTON:  I  think  the  time  has 
now  arrived  when  the  House  may  pro- 
ceed to  take  a  division  npon  the  ques- 
tion. I  regret  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
^  the  Chairman  of  Committees  is  absent, 
because  I  should  have  been  quite  ready 
to  accept  the  suggestion  of  my  Hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Parneli),  and  to  strike  out  a  por- 
tion of  the  Ecsolutioo,  limiting  my  In- 
struction to  the  assimilation  of  the  fran- 
chise and  to  provide  for  a  new  election 
on  the  new  franchise.  But  you,  Sir, 
have  been  good  enough  to  inform  me, 
on  a  peiaunal  reference  to  you,  that  as 
the  Previous  Question  has  been  moved, 
you  are  not  in  ft  position  to  allow  any 
further  Motion  to  be  moved.  I  regret 
that  the  Chairman  of  Committees  is  not 
here,  and  I  protest  agfunst  the  course 
which  the  bon.  Gentieman  has  taken, 
because,  by  the  form  of  his  Motion,  he 
has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  amend 
my  Instruction  in  the  way  I  have  indi- 
cated. I  will  only  add  that  the  division 
is  on  the  merits  of  my  Motion.  If  the 
Motion  should  be  successfully  evaded 
by  carrying  the  Previous  Question,  I 
shall,  on  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  as 
amended,  move  the  insertion  of  clauses 
amounting  in  substance  to  my  present 
Motion. 

Question  put. 

The  Hotise  divided  :—Aje%  84;  Noes 
200:  Majority  116.— (Div.  List,  No.  14.) 

NOTICE  OF  JMSNDM£NT. 

MAINTENANCE  OF  SOCIAL  ORDER 
(IRELAND). 

Mb.  holmes  gave  Notice  that,  on 
going  into  Supply  on  the  Civil  Service 
Estimates,  he  would  move,  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Motion  that  the  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair — 

"  That  this  House  is  uawilliog  to  entertain 
Eatimates  for  the  Civil  SstablishmeDts  in  Ire- 
laud  before  beiog  placed  in  poaseasion  at  the 
P<^cy  which  Her  Mf^esty's  GoTsmment  intend 
to  pursue  for  the  rsfltorauoa  and  maintnranoe 
«f  looial  ordsT  in  that  Ootmtry." 

Mr.  Deatjf 


QUESTIOm. 


HARBOURS  (SCOTLAND)— INTER- 
GORDON  HARBOUR. 

Db.  B.  M'DONALD  asked  the  Prea- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether 
he,  or  his  predecessor  in  office,  having 
had  notice  of  the  following  facts,  viz. 
that  a  man  was  drowned  in  laTorgordon 
Harbour,  Boss-shire,  in  Octoher  last, 
that  two  men  were  immereed  and  nenlj 
drowned  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and  that 
another  man  was  drowned  on  the  39th 
ultimo,  that  these  accidents  occurred  at 
night,  and  were  due  to  the  want  of  light 
on  said  pier,  such  pier  being  partof  apub- 
lie  ferry  largely  used,  and  for  whiuh  t]ie 
proprietor  draws  a  rental  of  from  j£l,200 
to  £1,400  a  year,  what  atepe  he  is  taldng, 
or  is  going  to  take,  against  (he  pro- 
prietor of  the  said  pier  for  the  loes  of 
life  that  has  occurred ;  and,  what  ateps 
he  means  to  take  to  prevent  loss  of  tife 
in  the  future  at  this  plaoe  ? 

The  PBBBIDENT  (Mr.  Mtoiolla:  : 
Invergorden  Harbour  is  a  private  har- 
bour not  regulated  by  any  statute,  aad 
over  it  the  Board  of  Trade  has  no  con- 
trol. I  received,  last  month,  from  one  of 
the  Police  Commissioners  of  the  district, 
complaints  of  the  accidents  referred  to 
in  the  hon.  Member's  Question,  and  st 
once  communicated  with  the  proprietor 
of  the  harbour,  who  informs  m.e  that 
since  the  last  accident  he  has  been  takii^ 
steps  to  obviate  a  recurrence  of  thms 
misfortunes  by  providing  life- buoye  aod 
by  placing  lights  on  the  jetties.  He 
adds,  however,  that  while  there  are  two 
public-houses  close  to  the  harbour  it  ii 
to  be  feared  that  no  lighting  will  snffiM 
to  prevent  these  accidents.  In  case  of 
any  lachet  on  the  part  of  the  propriety 
of  the  harbour,  I  presume  a  reme^ 
could  be  obtained  in  a  Court  of  Law. 

THE  UAOISTRACT  (IRELAND)— UR. 

JOHN  O.  PAYNE,  J.P.,  OOBK. 
Mr.  GILHOOLT  asked  the  Chid 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  it  is  a  fact  that  Mr.  John  0. 
Payne,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  th« 
county  of  Cork,  refused  on  Febraaiy 
20th  to  attest  the  si^aturea  of  voters 
named  Cotter  to  claims  to  vote  at  an 
election  of  Poor  Law  guardians,  and  if 
the  Toten  were  deprived  of  their  light 
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to  Tote  b  J  bis  refusal ;  and,  if  true,  wliat 
action  the  Goremment  will  take  rela- 
tive to  the  matter  ? 

The  chief  SECEETAHT  (Mr. 
JoHK  MobIiEt):  The  matter  has  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Lord 
Ohancellor  of  Ireland,  and  is  now  re- 
oeiTing  oonsideration. 

POOR    IJLW    (IBS^LAND)  —  AfiiUOH 
TUTZON-BBMOTAL  Off  A  PAtJPBR  BY 
TBB  RELXEVING  OFFICES. 

Me.  ALEXANDER  BLAINE  asked 
tiie  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant ol  Irelandf'What  aotiou  the  Local 
GoTemment  Board  will  take  with  refer- 
ence to  the  reliering  officer  of  the 
Armagh  Union,  who,  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  the  Board,  went  to  Markethill 
recently  and  removed  an  old  woman 
named  Patterson,  sufif^ring  from  brou- 
chitin,  out  of  her  bed,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  her  friends,  had  her  conveyed 
uz  miles  on  a  stormy  day,  which  cansed 
hor  death  tbree  days  afterwards;  whe- 
ther the  relieving  officer  had  her  buried, 
without  d^Ting  notioe  to  her  fHends, 
though  he  had  their  address ;  «nd,  whe- 
th«r  the  Local  Government  Board  will 
institute  an  inquiry  into  all  the  oircum- 
stanoee  of  the  cfue  ? 

Toe  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
John  Hoklet)  :  It  appears  that  the  re- 
lieving officer  visited  the  old  woman  re- 
ferred to  on  the  application  of  the  dis- 
pensary medical  officer,  and  found  her 
in  a  very  wretched  state,  with  bad  bed- 
ding and  little  clothing.  She  had  been 
previously  in  the  workhouse,  and  when 
the  relieving  officer  asked  her  whether 
she  would  return  she  expressed  her  de- 
sire to  do  so.  No  opposition  was  offered 
to  her  removal,  which  seems  to  have 
been  effected  with  care.  She  died  five 
days  aiter  her  removal.  It  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  the  duty  of  the  relieving 
officer  in  piurtieulaT  to  oommunioate  with 
her  fHends.  The  case  was  investigated 
by  a  oommittee  of  the  Qxurdians,  who 
have  come  to  the  ooswhision  that  the  re- 
moval did  not  accelerate  her  death.  The 
doctor  of  the  workhouse  also  certifies  to 
the  same  efiiect.  It  does  not  appear  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  be  necessary 
toholdaiyfurtheriaqniryintothematter. 

nSHBRIES  CSOOTLANC)— THE  TWEED 
FISHERIES  AOTa  . 
Snt  OHABLKS  TENNANT  a«ked 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whether  bis 


attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
William  Melrose,  at  Selkirk ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Tweed  Fisheries 
Acts  give  the  Sheriff  power  to  infer  in- 
tent to  commit  an  offence  by  fishing 
with  an  illegal  impleonent  even  thoufi^ 
no  illegal  implement  is  found  on  me 
accused;  whether  he  is  a  wave  that  the 
same  Acts,  which  are  private  Acts,  give 
the  right  of  searohing  any  one  who  may 
be  on  the  banks  of  the  river  to  men  in 
the  employment  of  a  body  of  country 
gentlemen,  whose  only  qualification  to 
sit  on  that  body  is  that  they  possess  a 
Salmon  Fishing;  and  that  the  fines 
which  are  levied  in  public  courts,  by 
the  sentence  of  Her  Majesty's  Judicial 
Officers,  are  handed  over  to  these  gen- 
tlemen to  be  used  in  paying  these  water 
bailiffs  of  theirs ;  and,  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  legidate  for  the  amendment 
of  this  system  ? 

The  SECKETAEY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tbeteltan)  :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  of  WilUam  Mel- 
rose. Law  and  Justice  is  the  on^  im- 
portant part  of  Soottish  affaire  whioh  is 
not  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland;  and  I  hare  not  the  respon- 
sibility of  revising  sentences.  The  sen- 
tence was  inflicted  under  Section  69  of 
the  Tweed  Act  of  1857,  which  section 
the  Special  Commissioners  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Tweed 
Acts  recommended  should  be  repealed, 
for  the  best  of  reasons.  The  general 
state  of  things  on  the  Tweed  is  described 
by  my  hon.  Friend  in  the  longest  clause 
of  his  Question  with  remarkable  foree 
and  precision.  Under  Section  81  of  the 
Act  of  1857  the  fines  inflicted  go,  among 
other  purposes,  to  the  payment  of  the 
water  bailiffs.  The  Twwd  Aote  are 
condemned  by  the  public  opinion  of  al- 
most all  daasea  of  the  population  of  the 
district.  I  am  making  careful  inquiries 
as  to  the  course  to  be  proposed  with  re- 
gard to  them. 

POST  OFFIOB  (niBLANI>)— THE  POST- 
MASTER OP  BALA. 
Mb.  henry  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Seoretaiy  to  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther, with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  postmaster  for  Bala,  the 
memorial  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Evans  was 
forwarded  to  the  Postmaster  General 
early  in  January  ;  whether,  as  the  late 
Government  resigned  Office  upon  the 
39th  ^Tanuaiy,  and  Uieir  resigi^atiopi  wae 
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Mospfeed  on  th*  SOtii^  this  appointing 
mB  aistually  made  aft«  tlwy  faad'xe>- 
cigned ;  snd,  i%  it  tiie  iaot  that,  na  inti- 
mation has  yet  been  recaived  hj  UriL 
Erans,  or  tka  gendeman  a^iointed,  that 
an  appointment  has  been  madaP 

Tax  SECBETAIiY  to  thb  TBflA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  Asirou  Morlsy)  :  In  rnily 
to  the  htm.  Member,  I  have  to  say  1»at 
the  Memorial  alluded  to  was  dated  14tli 
January,  and  was  reoeiTed  by  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  l£th.  The  iq»pointment  to 
tha  Bala  Poet  Offiee  rested  vitk  and 
was  made  by  my  PredeoesBor,  the  iate 
Parliamentary  SeorBtacy  to  thaTreasury, 
who  resigned  Office  on  the  10th.  S'ebro' 
ary.  I  understand  that  an  intimation 
has  been  reoeived  both  by  Mrs.  Evaae 
and  John  Williams  informing  them  of 
the  appointment  of  ihe  latter.  The  Post 
Office  Autliorities  report  that  they  hare 
no  objection,  so  fir  as  the  Senriceiscon- 
oemed,  either  to  John  Williams  or  to 
his  premises. 


BDTJOATION  DEPARTMENT— TECH- 
ItnCAIifiDUOATIOH. 

Mb.  JAOOBY  asked  the  T!ce  Pre- 
sident of  the  Committee  of  Oouncil,  If 
he  wiU  consider  the  desirability  of  grant- 
ing State  aid  in  support  of  teohnioal 
education  ? 

Th2  vice  president  (Sir  Lton 
Platfair)  :  Perhaps  I  can  best  answer 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Derbyshire  by  reading  a  short  ex- 
tract from  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Teohoioal  Education, 
page  filB— 

"  In  the  TJsUed  Kingdom  one -half  the  oost 
of  elementary  edaoation  is  defrayed  ont  of  Im- 
perial fnads,  and  the  instmotion  of  artfzans  in 
Science  end  Artii  ahooet  entirely  borne  by  the 
State.  Heaoe  it  wilt  be  ikeoeswiy  to  look  in 
the  ^mtiB  to  local  zeeosrces  for  any  larao  addi- 
tion to  tbe  iunds  required  for  the  fiutW  de- 
Telopment  of  technical  ioBtraction  in  this  ooun- 
try.-^ 

I  quite  agree  with  that  opinion.  If  the 
hon.  Member  will  refer  to  page  13  of 
the  last  Report  of  the  Charity  Oommia- 
sioners,  he  will  find  that  it  is  intended 
to  make  the  odueational  endowments  of 
the  flountry  more  applicable  to  the  pro< 
moti<m  of  technical  education,  and  I 
hope  this  Bubiect  wall  receive  the  atten- 
^onof  the  Select  Oommittee  lately  ap- 
pointed. . 

Mr.  Smrjf  Campbeli 


THE  PHO^y'pAB^tDVBCraj-BAB- 
.  ^CKS  tO&  KABBI5D  C^XSIABC 
,  I*AJiY— THE  PTIBUC  PARKS. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the  Fiow- 
oial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Isittb 
fact  that,  fwther  anoraachmenia  an 
taking  place  in  the  Phoaaix  Pack,  Jhb- 
lin,  by  reason  of  the  proposed  areetioa 
of  barxaoke  for  married  oonstaUflsof  Ife 
Boyal  Irish  Oonstabnlary ;  who  ni^ 
tioned  those  buildinfls;  what  iriU  t% 
eost;  when  the  SstSmate  will  be  liii 
upon  the  Table ;  how  many  trees  mn 
out  down  m  the  park  to  olear  aiiwste 
tham ;  what  area  viU  th«  oew  bunds 
oorer ;  from  how  many  aereaof  thepatl 
will  the  general  public  now  beexdaded; 
how'  many  aoree  doee  the  paik  conttiD 
altogether ;  and,  what  area  is  ocoipiej 
in  any  of  the  London  parka  by  benfttb, 
powder  magazines,  soldiers'  at^ools, 
official  reaidenoes,  enoloaed  enekit 
grounds,  and  polo  grounds,  fortheweof 
oiril  servants  and  officers  ? 

Thi  SBORKCAIIY  to  the  TREi- 
SUBY  (Mr.  H.  H.  Eowi^ee):  Thswoib 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  mu 
sanctioned  by  the  Treasury,  on  tfce  ip- 
plication  of  the  Irish  Gorsmmeiit,  tie 
estimated  coat  being  £3,760.  A-Yotsa 
£1,400  on  account  was  taken  it  the 
Eatunatea  of  and  tt  nm  d 

£2,400  has  been  iaMrted  in  thsM 
matesfor  16B6-7,  which  IhopeviDbe 
circulated  to-morrow.  Seven  or  aigbl 
trees  have  been  out  down  in  prenniS 
the  ground  for  the  barracks.  [ni«  snit^ 
ittg,  with  its  approaches  and  yards,  v& 
occupy  portions  of  an  irregoisrsiiglx' 
ground,  containing  1^  acre,  l;iss 
tween  the  back  of  the  statdes  erf  & 
Ooastabniary  depot  and  the  NorA  Oo- 
onlar  Road  gate.  The  buldiDg  ri^ 
oooa|qr  about  two-thirds  of  that  ip^ 
The  Tieeregal  demesne  and  other  in- 
olosares  occupied  for  Oovemmentalpv- 
po8eseontaiD379acres,  OEOoda,4peiua(i 
the  aoologioaLgaBdan  iO  acres,- 1  nodf  S 
perdhea,  five  cricket  grounds  about  U 
acres — ^total,  413  acres,  1  rood,  9  pndet- 
The  Park  contains  1,762  aotw,  Snodt, 
21  perches.  The  «rea  oooopied  hi  th» 
London  Pa^  by  barraidu, 
magainnes,  andu<^Beial  rwideiiMS,  is  ** 
follows: — namely,  St.  James**,  theflffft 
and  Hydo  Parks,  and  KansingtaiL^ 
dens>.  about  4f .  accad  ^  TictHria 
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19  ftcres^  Eejge^atV  P«rk,,  ,aboTit  thwe- 
quarters  of  kn  acre;  Battersea  Park, 
abont  li  acre;  Kennlagti^  Park,  about 
1-1 6th  of  an  acte.  The^  Areuo  soldiers' 
InrrftCka;  -  iadDsedr  orickel  grotndB,'  or 
polo  ^ijuadi. : 

.Ub.  T.M:.H£ALY:  I  wishtoaskthe 
right  Koo.  Gentleman  the  FruneMiniBter, 
Wh^ei^  c««^derug  the  i»et  that  more 
than  oDeH|iiarter  of  the  ^emix  I^rk, 
Dnblitt,  has  been  pniioi&ed  ftom  the 
piiblia  ibr  -the  purpose  of  building;  offi- 
oial  reeddenees,  and  that  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  take  fire  acres  morot  upon 
vhioh  it  is  proposed  to  erect  reei- 
denees  for  muried.  police  offloers,  and 
for  this  puipose  is  to  be  devoted  £8,000 
or  £4^000  of  the  taxpc^eni'  money, 
which  would  be  expended  in  shnttiog 
out  the  public  from  one  of  the  chief  por- 
tions of  the  park,  he  will  gtre  orders 
that  Boeh  ecrecttOBs  shaU  not  be  proceeded 
iritfa  until  a  discusoon  has  taken  place 
up<niit? 

Mr.  GLADSTOKE  said,  he  had  had 
no  opportnnitj  at  giving  attention  to 
tike  queation,  and  was  not  wepand  to 
g^Te  au  ansMr  at  present.  His  impnea- 
saoo,  howavery  on  hoaring  the  oascr  was 
that  attenium  ought  to  be  given  to  it. 
Bejondthat  he  oonld  not  go  at  present-; 
ha  wouUf  however,  comer  with  the 
vight  hon.  Qaitleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary upon  tha  matter. 

Mb.  T.  M.  :  There  has  been 

alrea^  an  enarmons  amount  of  expendi- 
ture of  money  upon  the  Boyal  Iriah  Oon- 
fltabulary  Force,  and  now  it  is  proposed 
that  there  should  be  a  further  outlay 
and  further  taking  up  of  ground  in 
tiie  Park.  I  will,  thereloie,  at  the  first 
opportimity,  move  that  the  Irish  Go* 
veramjant  be  directed  to  give  ordevs  to 
anspend  the  farther  cuUing  down  of 
toe»  pending  the  daoieion  of  the  Howe 
on  the  aubjeot.  The  Boyal  Irish  Ckm- 
■tahnlary  never  wanted  uese  lesidsnoes 
Sat  haU-o-emtniy  beforo^  and  the  Ifish 
Hanbers  will  oppoae  thdr  ereoiion 
sow. 

.  XBssa  uun)  pttbohase  sbttle- 

MBNT  COMPANY. 

Majob  SAUNDBBSON  asked  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Jjientenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  he  can  say  how 
muah>monety  was  advanced  by  the  Trea- 
atny  totbe  Irish  l4aul  FaniiaBe  Settle- 
SMM  ftmipMy,  and  tha  tema  ■Hpca 


which' t^^  ' advance  was:  made  ;  how 
manyt^naals  bavepurohased  their  fnma 
under  the 'Company;  on  what  terma 
they  hove  done-sai;  add  how  inany-yif 
imy,  have  been  transplanted  to  the  pnv 
perty ;  tmd,  what  was  the  origmal 
capital  of  the  Company  in  question^  and 
how  much  was  Bubscribed  and  actoalfy 
paid  up;  and'  if  the  repoymeoota  to-  the 
Treaauiy  have  been  picnctually  made  ?  • 
Thb  chief  S£0BETABT  (Mr.  Johst 
Moklxt)  :  The  amount  of  the  advance 
by  the  Land  CommisBionsrs  in  this  oase 
was  £42,300.  The  terms  were  (1)  that 
the  Company  shonld  lodge  in  the  fiank 
of  Ireland  a  som  of  £3,11A  ul  the  joint 
nam«8  of  themselves  and  of  the  Land 
Commission  ;  (2)that  they  should ohu^e 
a  further  sum  of  £2,116  on  their  un- 
paid subscribed  capital ;  (3)  that  they 
should  pay  an  annaity  of  £1,972  194., 
which  was  a  chaise  on  the  land  sold 
for  40  years  by  half-y«uly  payments. 
Agreements  have  been  lodged  with  the 
Land  Commission  for  the  sale  of  their 
holdings  to  30  tenants  from  the  estate  in 
question.  Tb^  occupy  527  statute  aoreSf 
and  the  prioe  to  be  paid  is  £G|442,  which 
will,  I  believe,  be  advanced  by  the  Land 
Oommiflsionera,  The  Land  Gomniia- 
sionara  have  no  knowledge  of  any  t&i- 
ants  having  been  transplanted  to  the 
estate.  The  advance  to  buy  the  estate 
was  obtained  fat  the  purpose  of  re-sale 
to  the  existing  tenants.  The  30  tenants 
for  tha  sale  of  whoae  holdings  aeree* 
ments  have  been  lodged  were  mainly,  I 
believe,  small  tenants,  whose  holdings 
had  been  enlarged  with  land  added  by 
the  Company.  Prior  to  the  advance  the 
Land  Commissioners  ascertained  that 
there  were  867  shareholders  in  the 
Company,  and  that  11,342  shares  were 
subscribed  for;  that  a  sum  of  £2,639 
had  been  paid  on  foot  of  5*.  per  share 
on  application,  and  £1,567  15*.  on  foot 
of  5*.  per  share  payable  on  allotment. 
The  payment  of  the  instalment  due  in 
Januwy  last  by  the  Company  has  not 
yet  been  made;  but  I  am  given  to 
mideraitaiBd  that  there  ia  a  period  of 
grace. 

C0NTAOIOlTSI>]!8flAaEa(ANniALB}  ACT 
— FOOT-AND-UOTJTH  DISEASE  IN 

HFE. 

VraoouNT  GRmSTON  asked  the 
OhanoeUor  of  the  Duohy  of  Lancaster, 
Whether  it  is  tene  that  a  oaae  oS  foot 
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and  moBth  diaeaao  has  brokrai  ont  at  a 
^aoe  called  Uarkinoh,  in  Fifeshire, 
wliiah  has  hem  teaoed  to  some  straw 
imparted  from  France ;  and,  whether 
Her  Ifajes^'s  QoTexaraent  will  take 
measures,  by  legidaticn  or  okhervise, 
to  stop  Uw  importation  of  hay  and 
atrav  from  oountriee  vhere  disease  is 
kaovn  to  exn^  and  to  save  the  agri- 
oaltural  oommnnity  firom  mu^  dismtrous 
nmilU? 

Tn  CHANGELLOB  of  the  DUOHY 
(Mx.  Hbhugs):  In  reply  to  the  noble 
YiMomt's  first  QoMtion,  I  hare  to  state 
that  there  is  no  reason  to  beliere  that 
foot-and-moutii  disease  has  been  intro- 
dneed  into  Fifeehire  by  means  ts£  etrav 
imported  fvom  France  at  elsewhere ;  and 
in  reply  to  the  second  Question,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Goverament  hare  no  in- 
tention to  propose  any  legislation  to 
prohibit  the  importatuxn  ot  hay  and 
straw  fvem  foreign  oountries. 

BVICTIONS  (IREUAJfD)-CASB  07  THE 
WIDOW,  ANNE  fiHAW,  CO.  MONA- 
GHAN. 

Ub.  MA0ABTN£T  ashed  the  Chief 
Seoratary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whetiier  he  has  ioqaired  into  the 
allegations  made  against  Ooleael  Uoyd 
in  respect  of  his  aotion  in  the  caae  of 
Anne  Shaw,  reoetitly  broagfat  beforethe 
notioe  of  this  House  f 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  ashed  the  Ohief 
Secretary  to  the  liOfd  Lieutenant  of  Ira- 
land,  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Oorern- 
meat,  in  referenoe  to  the  eharge  made 
against  Colonel  Lloyd,  J.P.,  the  Mona* 
ghan  Olierk  of  the  Feaoe,  of  tampering 
with  the  records  in  the  County  and 
Assize  Oourts,  io  an  ejectment  in  which 
he  himself  was  plaintiff  and  Anne  Bhaw 
defendant,  to  allow  their  desision  on  his 
action  to  be  inflaenoed  by  the  verdict 
which  the  jury  may  retam  in  the  suit 
fer  treqnss,  &o.  since  brou^t  against 
him  by  Anne  Shaw ;  if  so,  san  he  ex* 
I^aio.  what  light  can  be  thKnm  on  the 
ohaige  of  altonog  the  deoreee  of  Her 
Majesl^'s  Oourts,  by  Colonel  IJ^yd's 
dafenoe  in  an  aotiaa  for  trespass,  aod 
spsoifio  psrfanaaaee ;  has  his  attention 
iMen  called  to  the  fact  that  it  mast  pre- 
jadioe  Urs.  Shaw's  chanoe  of  a  fair 
trial  in  ooanty  Monaghan  if  the  im- 
pressioia  ia  allowed  to  ocntinua  that  thjo 
Twdiot  of  the  jury  in  the  forthooming 
trial,  on  «  wholly  dtOecent  issue^  will 
deeide- the  view  of  the  GoTSnunent  in 
Vi9eotmt  Grmtton 


the  matter  of  Colonel  Lloyd's  retsnlum 
of  office  as  Clerk  of  the  f  eace ;  has  he 
seen  the  report  in  Th»  tVaemati't  Jountl 
of  Friday,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  tha 
jury  is  being  got  together,  it  feeing 
stated  that  Colonel  IJoyd,  with  Mr. 
Johnston,  his  Deputy  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  attended  before  the  1fast«  of 
the  Queen's  Bench,  accompanied  by  the 
agent  of  the  County  Monagban  Conser- 
vative Association,  and  struck  from  tha 
panel  "  all  Catholic  magistrates  and  bt* 
mere,  with  some  Presbyterians,"  wluls 
the  plaintiffs  adicitor  challenged  "dl 
land  agents  or  Orange  tarmurs,"  and 
that  '*  the  list,  aftw  some  honra*  yi<ak, 
was  reduced  to  twenty-four  names,  the 
majority  of  whom  are  Presbyterian  far- 
mers ;  "  is  it  the  fact  that  these  twenty- 
four  Presbyterian  farmers,  from  whom 
the  jury  must  be  taken,  may,  in  the 
meantime,  be  exposed  to  canvass  and 
other  influences ;  and,  as  the  case  hu 
now  been  given  a  political  or  parfycom- 
plexiui,  can  he  make  it  apparent,  irilh 
a  view  of  seouring  an  impartial  trial  fv 
Mrs.  Shaw  on  the  iasue  of  trespass  lAat 
the  verdict  of  the  jury  will  in  no  wiss 
affect  the  determinatioB  of  the  Exeta* 
tive  on  charge  of  tampering  vitk 
leual  reooida  by  an  official  of  the  Centi, 
waioh  cannot  be  dixeotly  xaked  at  tin 
trial?   

Thb  CHIKF  SEOBBTABY  (Mr.  Johi 
Moblst)  :  I  have  not  made  any  ioqshy 
into  the  aUegdtioas  i^ainst  OoJmel 
Lloyd.  I  am  advised  that  the  remit  of 
the  pending  action  may  be  vffeotcd  b; 
the  QiHitdiuion  as  to  wmeh  of  the  sstrifls 
made  the  hearing  of  tha  appeal  it 
the  correct  version  of  what  then  oconmd, 
and  the  credit  to  be  attaciied  to  state- 
uMnte  of  Colon^  Lloyd  or  his  dspQ^ 
as  witness^  in  the  action  may  also  b« 
iarolvediathemattor.  Onthasegroosds 
it  appeared  to  me  that  any  authoiitf 
having  control  over  the  OUrk  of  ih» 
Paaoe  ahoald  suspend  inqnffy  till  tbs 
aoUon  was  determined.  .  It'  is  right  I 
should  point  out  tluat,  maawwnh  u 
Colonel  Lloyd  vaa  ^Minted  betos 
1S77|  the  QoTamnMnt  bad  no  eoatnl 
over  his  netentiou  in  ofioe  or  rsnonl 
from  it  That  jurisdietion  is  wtttk  in 
th«  Ooartor  Sessions  with  a  powst  at 
appeal  to  the  Queen's  Benoh. 

Ma.  T.  M.HEALY:  Does  that  apply 
to  the  DepttW  Clerk  of  tiio  Feaoe? 

M«iJ:OW  liOBLHJrl.bBUamiit 
doeA  I 
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SAVINGS  BAKES  BETTTRKS  (ENGLAND 
AND  SCOTLAND). 

Me.  JAMES  O'BEIEN  asked  the 
Secretarj  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, If  he  will  be  good  enough  to 
la.y  upon  the  Table  Copies  of  Reports 
on  Savinge  Banks  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, corresponding  with  the  Reports  on 
Savings  Banks  in  Ireland,  asked  for,  by 
Question  No.  27  of  Ist  March,  by  the 
toDourable  Member  for  Glasgow  ? 

The  PEESIDENT  of  thb  BOARD  of 
7BADE  (Mr.  Mundeixa)  (who  replied) : 
A  Return  as  to  Savings  Banks  is  now 
annually  laid  before  the  House,  and  a 
summary  is  given  in  the  Statistioal  Ab- 
etract.  There  is  no  special  Report  on 
the  savings  o£  England  and  Scotland  like 
that  referred  to  in  the  Uuestion  last  night 
vhich  related  to  savinga  in  Ireland. 

IMPOKTATION  OF  IRISH  CATTLE- 
THE  MONTHLY  RETURNS. 

Mr.  BUOKHAM  aaked  thePrwident 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  he 
will,  for  the  future,  add  to  the  Monthly 
Trade  and  Navigation  Accounts  a  Re- 
turn of  the  numbers  of  oattle,  sheep, 
and  swine  received  from  Ireland,  similar 
to  the  Return  of  importotion  of  snoh 
animals  from  Foreign  Countries ;  and, 
ivhetber  he  will  also  add  a  Return  of 
all  kinds  of  the  dead  meat  received  from 
Ireland  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Muxdslla)  : 
The  Board  of  Trade  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  include  the  information  as  to 
the  numbers  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine 
exported  from  Ireland  in  the  Monthly 
Board  of  Trade  Returns.  With  regard 
to  dead  meat  there  will  be  a  diflSoultj, 
as  there  are  no  Returns  required  from 
merebants  as  to  imports  and  exports 
generally  between  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain.  But  the  matter  will  be  con- 
sidered at  the  next  revisal  of  the  ac- 
counts. The  Board  of  Trade  have 
under  consideration  the  question  of  fur- 
ther additions  to  the  Monthly  Retnms, 
80  as  to  make  tliem  more  generally  use- 
f  dI.  Various  statistics  are  now  published 
in  a  scattered  form— ^.jr.,  emigration, 
cotton  statistios,  prices  of  wheat,  ftc, 
-which  might,  and  probably  will,  be  in- 
cluded in  these  Returns. 

LAND  PURCHASE  (IRELAND)  ACT. 
Mb.  MULHOLLAND  asked  the  Ohiet 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 

TOL.  COCn.    [thibd  semes.] 


land.  Whether  the  G^Temment  will 
take  into  consideration  the  claims  of 
purchasers  under  the  Land  Acts  of  1870 
and  188 1  who  desire  to  be  placed  in  the 
same  position  as  purchasers  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Act,  1885  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
John  Moslbt)  :  I  may  remind  the  hon. 
Member  that  when  the  Land  Purchase 
Bill  was  passing  tfarongh  Oommittee  an 
Amendment  was  mov^  wiUi  the  same 
object  as  this  Question,  and  was  eup- 
ported  by  the  present  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  but  opposed  by  the  late 
Government.  The  proposal  is  one  that 
requires  a  good  deal  of  consideration, 
and  is  rather  a  matter  for  the  TreAanrj 
than  for  the  Irish  Government. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMKNT  (SCOTLAND) 
—GAELIC  IN  BOARD  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  BEITH  asked  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  If  he  is  aware  that  in  many 
districts  of  the  northern  counties  of  Scot- 
land, where  Gaeliois  the  only  language 
spoken  by  the  people,  teachers  are 
appointed  to  Board  Schools  who  are 
fflitirely  ignorant  of  the  Gaelic  langu^e; 
that  their  duty  is  to  communicate  in- 
struction in  English,  according  (o  the 
standard  of  the  Code,  to  children  who 
are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  English 
language;  that  the  instruction  so  com- 
municated is  acquired  by  the  ohildren 
by  rote  only,  and  is  of  little  practical 
value;  and,  if  the  Education  Depart- 
ment have  no  further  means  in  contem- 
plation for  remedying  this  evil  than  that 
speeded  in  the  Oodo  of  Regulations 
1886,  just  issued,  seotioa  1,  19  B.  i  (b) 
and  0.  2  ? 

Thr  SEOHETABY  fob  SCOTLAND 
^Mr.  Tbhtbltas)  :  More  has  been  done 
in  this  new  Code  for  the  G«eIio- 
speaking  districts  than  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber points  out.  Infant  children  in  Soot- 
land  may  gain  an  extra  shilling  if  a 
Gaelio  pupil  teacher  is  at  work.  Intelli- 
gence in  oiasa  subjects  is  to  be  tested  by 
answers  in  Gaelic.  These  changes  the 
hon.  Member  refers  to ;  but,  besides, 
there  is  a  special  grant  for  pupil  teachers, 
and  Gaelic  is  recognized  as  a  specifio 
extra  subject.  All  this  together  comes 
to  a  great  deal.  The  appointment  of 
teachers  rests  with  School  Boards ;  and, 
while  the  Department  gives  encourage* 
meat  to  the  appointment  of  Gaelic 
teachers,  it  cannot  interfsre  with  the 
reeponsiMIity  of  these  TspreeentfrtivQ 
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BoftidB,  who  coxy  point  to  good  resnKs 
oMaift«d  b3rflng1ish^peaking  teachers, 
and  who  would  have  great  tUffieulty  in 
obtaining  suitable  Oaelic-speaking  can* 
didatea  lor  all  vacancies. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ACT,  1882— PRO- 
VISIONAL  OR  riilVATE  BILLS. 

Mu.  NOHTHCOTE  asked  the  Freai- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whatcourse 
the  OoTemment  propose  to  adopt  witli 
regard  to  any  Private  Bills  or  Fro- 
visional  Order  Bills  which  propose  to 
amend  any  of  the  clauses  of  the  Electric 
Lighting  Act,  1882? 

The  president  (Mr.  MuxdellaJ  : 
I  am  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to 
state  exactly  what  course  will  be  taken 
with  the  one  Bill  and  two  Provisional 
Orders  which  tbis  Session  seek  authority, 
among  other  things,  to  amend  the  Elec- 
tric Lighting  Act,  1U82.  I  may  say, 
however,  that  the  Grovcrnment  could  not 
pernut  any  amendment  of  the  general 
Jaw  to  be  effected  by  means  of  a  Private 
Bill  or  a  Provisional  Order.  The  whole 
question  is  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Gtovemment,  and  wiU»  il  possible, 
be  dealt  with  during  the  present  Session. 

IRELAND-ORANGE  EMERGENCY  COM- 
MITTEE (00.  CAVAN). 

Mh.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Chief 
Seeretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  no 
men  iir«  emfloyed  bytheOnuige  Emer- 
gency Committee  in  the  coun(7  Oavan ; 
and,  &om  vfaom  he  had  the  information 
thftt  two  Emttgeney  men  had  been 
arrested  at  Oomafane.  in  that  cou&ty  ? 

The  chief  SECEETARY  (Mr.  John 
Moblby)  :  It  is  possible  that  too  wide 
an  interpretation  is  generally  given  to 
tha  term  "  Emei^eney  man."  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  find  that  the  two  men 
arrested  on  the  occasion  referred  to  were 
tntployit  of  the  Land  Corporation  Society. 
Neither  in  the  Question  that  was  put  to 
me,  nor  in  the  answer  to  whiw  the 
present  Question  refers,  waa  the  word 
"Orange"  introduced. 

LUNAOr  (lEtELANB). 

Mb.  FTTLESTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Why  th.e  Queen's  letter  giving 
the  Lord  OhaneeUor  jarisdiction  In 
lunacy  in  Ireland  has  not  yet  been  sent ; 
and,  whether  he  ia  awaro  of  the  serioua 

Mr.  J^welyan 


inooorenience  arisi*^  from  fte  fiwt  4al 

there  has  been  no  one  in  Ireland  witk 
inrisdiotion  since  the  change  of  Qovem- 
ment  took  place  ? 

The  CHIEF  SEOBETAHY  (Mr. 
JoHCf  Mobley)  :  I  do  not  kno-w  -why 
tbis  Question  was  not  addressed  to  a 
Bepresentative  of  the  Treasury.  I  am 
informed  by  that  Department— 'through 
which  the  necessary  Queen*8  Letter 
giving  the  Lord  Chancellor  jnriadictMm 
in  lunaoy  matters  issues— that  there  has 
been  some  accidental  delay  in  connectioa 
with  it ;  but  that  it  has  now  been  sub- 
mitted for  the  Qaeen's  signature,  and 
will  be  forwarded  to  Irdaad  as  aooit 
as  the  neoosaary  formalitiffi  have  bean 
completed. 

SCOTIiAND  -  UNIVEKSITT  OF  ST. 
ANDREW'S. 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTeON  asked 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whstiier  the 
Qovernment  intend  to  fill  up  the  Tacant 
office  of  Principal  of  St.  Mary's  College^ 
St.  Andrew's? 

The  SECEETAEY  pob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tbevklyan)  :  The  Hoyal  Commis* 
sion  on  the  Scotch  Universities  recom- 
mend that  there  should  be  only  one 
Principal  of  St.  Andrew's  TTniveraify. 
In  order  to  effect  this  change,  the 
authority  Parltamexxt  is  required, 
which  can  be  obtained  hi  the  Sootdi 
University  Bill,  which  wo  hope  shortly 
to  introduce.  Meanwhile,  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  propose  to  appoint  a  Prin- 
cipal PrimariusProfessorshipof  Divinity, 
but  to  wait  till  that  office  ia  separated 
from  the  I^ncipalship  of  St.  Mary'i 
College. 

NAVT-SPECTAL  PBOMOmONS. 
Caftaiit  VERNEY  asked  theSeeretar; 
to  the  Admiridty,  The  date  of  the  OrAm 
No.  252,  page  60,  of  the  Quee&'a  Regu- 
lations and  Admiralty  InstructionB : — 

"  Chief  and  other  Ganners,  Boatswains  ud 
Carpenters,  of  exemplary  condact,  frho  bmt 
diitugOMh  theaoselves  by  sots  of  gallantry  snil 

darioif  ia  the  Serrice,  shall  be  coo^dend 
eli^ble  to  hold  ComnuasioDS  id  Her  M^eetr'i 
Fleet,  in  such  other  rank  or  position  as  £be 
Admiralty  may  deem  them,  after  andaf;tiitig 
an  ezaminatioD,  worthy  to  noetve  and  eoiape- 
tent  to  fill;" 

and,  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Tahk 
of  this  House,  a  Ketum  showing— ths 
names  of  the  Warrant  Officers  who  have 
been  promoted  under  this  Order  up  to 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1680 ;  (Im  otim 
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TBJtks  or-  positums  Sax  whiofa  they  havB 
noeired  Commissions ;  a  short  Bammary 
of  ihe  acts  of  gallantry  and  daring  by 
nrhioh  they  have  distingoished  them- 
■dns;  and,  whether  these  aots  of  gal- 
lantly and  daring  were  performed  afloat 
or  on  shore  wiiik  a  Naval  Brigade  f 

Tnx  8E0BETASY  to  the  ADMI- 
BAI/TY  (Mr.  Hibbekt)  :  The  Order 
r^erred  to  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Membav  was  established  by  Omer  in 
Oouneil  of  April,  1853.  No  promotions 
appear  to  have  beea  made  under  that 
Order.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  by 
Order  in  Ooun<^  of  July  9,  1864,  chief 
gnnners,  chief  boatewainB,  end  chief 
carpenters  were  established  to  be  com- 
missioned officers;  and  although  promo< 
tion  to  these  positions  ia  not  made  on 
account  of  aets  of  gallantry  only,  the 
existence  of  the  "chief"  rank  may  have 
bean  one  reaeoiL  why  pnmotion  for 
gallantry  under  the  Order  of  18A3  has 
remained  a  dead  letter. 

SCOTLAND -ABERDEEN  UNIVERSITY 
—THE  CHAIR  OF  PHYSIOLOOY. 

Me.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  askod  the 
Secretary  for  Sootlaod,  AVhether  he  was 
not  mistaken  in  referring  to  the  Chair 
of  Physiology  at  Aberdeen  as  being  at 
present  Tacani  ? 

The  SECEETAET  toe  SCOTIAND 
(Mr.  Teevelyah)  :  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  Professor  Stirling,  stating 
that  he  does  not  propose  formally  to 
resign  till  the  close  of  the  present 
Session, 

CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND)— 
OTJTBAGE  UPON  RANDAL  M'SWEENT. 

Captain  M'GALMONT  asked  theOhief 
Secretary  to  ihe  Lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  the  aooount  of  an  out- 
rage committed  on  Saturday  last  near 
Killainey  on  a  respectable  farmer  named 
Randal  U'Swedny,  as  given  in  Ths 
Daily  Netca  of  March  1  st,  is  coixect ;  and, 
whether  two  men.  afterwards  arrested 
in  connection  with  the  outrage,  were 
cheered  by  a  large  crowd  on  being 
escorted  to  gaol  by  the  police  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
JoHK  MoBUiT):  The  published  ac- 
count  of  the  outrage  is  substantially 
oorreot,  except  that  the  wound  is  re- 
pwted  as  not  being  of  a  dangerous 
duracter.  Two  men  hare  been  airestel 
Vtd  identified  by  the  in^wed  umb.  I 
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have  made  iftqairy  as  to  inoidetft  ret 
ferred  to.  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
Qnesttoo,  but  have  not  yet  reeeived  iD* 
formalMii. 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  (lEE- 
LAND)-ILLITE&ATE  VOTERS. 

OaptaznM'OALMONT  asked  theOhief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  can  hare  a  Return  furnished 
of  the  numbra  of  illiterate  voters  who 
recorded  their  votes  in  the  various  con- 
stituencies in  Ireland  which  were  con- 
tested at  the  recent  General  Election  7 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
JoHif  Mohlet)  :  A  Return  is  being 
prepared  for  the  House  of  Lords  which 
gives  the  information  referred  to  hy  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  ;  and  if  he  will 
move  for  the  same  Return,  there  will,  of 
course,  be  no  oWection  to  his  having  it. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  gave  Notice  that 
he  would  ask  to  have  added  how  the 
illiterate  voters  voted.  He  could  say 
that  almost  all  of  them  in  the  North 
of  Ireland  voted  for  the  Orange  candi- 
dates. ["Order!"] 

SLAVE  TRADE  IN  THE  RED  SEA. 

Mb.  H anbury  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  "What  is  the  number, 
and  what  the  description  of  the  vessels 
of  Her  Majesty's  Navy,  employed  in 
snppreesing  the  Slave  Trade  in  the  Red 
Sea  and  along  the  coasts  of  East  Africa 
and  Arabia  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  asked,  Whether  it  was 
a  fact  that  those  vessels  were  engaged 
in  the  grain  trade? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  HifiBBUT) :  By  the  latest 
Returns,  two  gun-boate  and  one  sloop 
were  employed  in  the  Red  Sea,  and  one 
corvette  and  two  sloops  on  the  East  Goost 
of  Africa,  making  a  total  of  six  vessels 
engaged  in  the  suppression  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  In  addition  to  theee,  one  sloop 
and  two  gnn-boats,  with  373  officers  and 
men,  are  similarly  employed  in  the  Per- 
sian Gulf.  I  have  no  information  that 
the  vessels  in  question  are  engaged  In 
the  conveyance  of  grain. 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS-  THE  ARMY,  NAVY, 
AND  CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIitATES. 
Viscount  FOLKESTONE  (for  Lord 
Oeokoe  Hamiltoh)  asked  the  First  Xiord 
of  the  Treasury,  Wh^er,  considering 
that  the  Navy  Ifistimatas  will  not  be  die* 
tribttted  till  Fridiijror6alxudayn«(t,  ho 
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oai^d  M  ra*arnu^  the  Buriiuae  of  tite 
House  as  to  ftUov  a  reasonable  time 
for  tiMiir  oonsideration  ? 

Viscoinrr  FOLKEBTONE  (for  Lord 
Ghabxbs  Bsbisfobd)  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  Uie  Treasury,  Whether,  in  riew 
of  the  immense  importance  attached  to 
tiie  queetioii  of  Naval  Eatimatee,  he  will 
conaent  to  tbepoatponeiiientof  their  die- 
cossion  until  the  Estimates  have  heen  in 
tbs  hands  of  Uembers  for  one-  week  ? 

Thk  FIEST  lord  (Mp.  W.  E. 
Qi^ldstook),  in  reply,  said,  he  was  eortpr 
to  fiod,  on  inquiry,  tkat  the  Nary  Esti* 
mates  could  not  ba  prepared  and  oirca> 
lated  until  after  Suday ;  and  therefore 
he  vould  poatpone  considierfttion  of  them 
till  Monday  week. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH 
asked  what  Biinneea  would  be  taken  on 
Monday  ? 

Mr.  W.  B.  GLADaXONE  said,  the 
second  reading  of  the  Crofters  Bill  would 
be  taken  on  Monday,  and  on  Thursday 
pvofaablyl^eQivilBeinrioB  MiseeLlaneouB 
Vete& 

Mb.  NOBTHOOTE  asked  when  the 
Anny  Bstimates  woidd  be  taken  f 

Mr.W.  B.  GLADSTONE:  loannot 
say  atpMsettt. 

LONDON  OITT  COXPANIBe. 
-  Babw  DIMSDALE  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is  the 
iotention  of  Her  Majesty's  Gorernment, 
in  their  proposed  measure  respecting  the 
London  City  CcHnpaeies,  to  interfere 
with  existing  contracts  between  land- 
lord and  tenant  under  t^  Land  Ptir- 
ohase  Act  ? 

TflE  8E0RBTART  to  thk  LOCAL 
GOVmiNMENT  BOARD  (Mr,  Jesse 
OomHoe)(who  replied)  said,  that  no  Bitl 
on  tlA  snbject  had  been  drafted  by  the 
Goremment ;  and,  therefore,  to  say  any- 
thing about  its  provisions  wonld  be 
obviously  premature. 

.  -NATT-u.H.M.«,  »  BBLIABOPHON." 
Sir  JOHN  GK>BBT  asked  the  Seore- 
iaiy  to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  he  had 
any  Infimnation  (o  give  the  House  with 
reference  to  the  reports  circulated  to-day 
regarding  Her  Majesty's  Ship  Belie- 
rophoH  f 

Thb  8BCRETARY  ^o  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  HiBBBRT)  :  I  am  glad  te 
g^Ve  the  House  what  information  I 
possess.  It  appeilrs  that  Hear  Majesty's 
l^ip  JSW^HpffAMannvedat  Madeimon 

Vitmmt  Ftikettone 


ItaroBXj  26,  and  waa  evpeatod  t^  avl  Awn 
there  on  January  28  at  noon.  TheOom- 
mending  Officer  stated  that  unlees  he 
met  witii  very  OQntrary  winds  dazuip 
the  £r^  five  days  he  would  not  ^  to  St. 
YiDeent.  bnt  would  make  his  way  direct 
to  Barbados,  as  he  thought  that  eotuw 
would  be  more  expeditious.  .Uehefked^ 
with  luck,  to  arrive  at  Barbados  about 
February  17.  The  B€llsr«pAw  not 
call  at  St.  Yinoent ;  aad  it  is  asaumed 
that  she  has  met  with  head  wiikds.  and 
having  bujTQt  more  eoal  thaja  oaloidated 
on,  me  is  ^eooDomisiag  the  same  and 
prooeedio^  Under  sail.  Xhe  Hydre- 
graphn*  of  the  Admurdty  thiake  she 
might  be  30  days  in  doing  the  dtntinwe 
It  is,  therefore,  the  opinfcm  of  the  Adr 
miraJty  that  there  is  no  cause  for  anxiety. 
My  noble  Friend  the  Fiset  iLord  of  tbs 
Admiralty  has  telegraphed  to  Berbadoit 
asking  that  the  earliest  infonnatiia 
shouM  be  seat  to  him  :of  the  Tmrnnl's 
arrival  there. 

MOTION. 

IJlBOUB  STATISTICa. 
MsocunoH. 

Mb.  BRADLAITGH,  in  rising  to  caH 

attention  to  the  method  of  collection 
Labour  Statistics  in  the  ITnited  States 
and  ID  the  Dominion  of  Canada;  and  to 

move — 

"  That,  m  the  opinion  oF  this  House,  imme- 
diate steps  should  be  taken  to  easore  in  this 
Country  the  full  und  aocunde  oolleetion  «nt 
publislnag  of  Latwox  Stiiistiai, ' ' 

sud,  hon.  Members  must  all  agree  ttst 
the  subject  was  one  happily  not  of  a 
Party  oharaoter,  and  he  trusted  the  Qo- 
rernment  would  feel  themselree  able  to 
acc^t  his  Resolution.  It  was  As  mndt 
in  the  intereetsof  the  employers  of  laboor 
as  of  tiiose  who  eoM  th»it  labour  that 
the  plan  he  proposed  ahonld  be  adopted. 
It  was  a  sfttiBf  action  to  him  to  move  iUi 
ResolntBm  in  a  Paxiieanent  hi  "whid 
BepresentativeH  of  labour  sat)  in  a  largO' 
number  than  th^  had  ever  done  before. 
In  January,  1885,  an  industrial  confer- 
ence was  held  in  Ficeadilly  Hall,  tt 
which  a  number  of  questi(>ns  afP^ctxaf 
the  relations  between  labour  dud  capltw 
were  discussed  ;  add  it  wa^  attended  by 
manufacturers,  by  Peers  of  the  Beftfan. 
and  by  workmen  of  dlffetenV  pe^rtd 
views.  An  endeavour  wto  mtid^'by^  i 
eonf erenee  to  hi^ttif^  kcto  th«>po«ribaiii> 
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of  bt!ng4nf^  about  a  more  equal- dlvtaion 
of  tbe  daily  prDduots  of  indnstry  be* 
tween  capital  and  labour ;  and  the  boo. 
Member  for-  Hutings  (Sir  Thomas 
Brassy),  vho  waa  present  as  ft  Ref  re- 
sentatirfr  of  capital,  urged  that  it  ma 
desirable  to  Hberatd  iBduatry  from  the 
dlsadrontages  caused  by  the  cos'fliot  of 
iufcerest  between  capital  and  labour. 
This  oonfer^nce  was  a  sign  of  the  thiies, 
because  the  old  way  of  meeting  the  diffl- 
onlty  oaueed  by  the  oonfliet  of  interests 
was  to  impose  restriotions  o&  labour.' 
Those  mistaken  laws  were  persisted  in 
till  almost  recent  times,  and  they  did  no 
good  to  any  humaa  being.    They  often 
resulted  in  appeals  to  violence,  because 
the  labourers  had  no  possibility  of  ob- 
taining a  decisioa  by  appeals  to  juslioe. 
Bat  All  these  rdstriotire  laws  had  been 
abolished,  and  he  did  not  think  there 
was  the  sli^test  obauce  of  tbeir  being 
renewed.   There  were  only  now  three 
ways  in  which  disputes  between  oapital 
and  labour  oould  be  settled — by  strikes, 
locks-out,  and  by  arbitration  and  con- 
ciliation.   The  first  two  methods  were 
barbarous  appeals  to  the  old  arbitra- 
ment of  force,  which  did  no  good  to 
either  side — tbe  victor  was  never  in  a 
position  to  be  congratulated,  and  the 
general  result  to  working  men.  was  injury 
aiid  lasting  loss.   The  owner  of  capital 
could  afford  to  wait ;  but  the  owner  of 
labour— that  labour  lost— could  never 
redeem  it.    All  the  Trade  Unions  of  to- 
day were  against  strikes ;  their  desire 
was  to  solve  labour  disputes  by  reason- 
able means  and  by  arbitration  ;  but  arbi- 
tration and  conciliation  had  not  always 
been  attended  witli  the  results  desired, 
bef»use  there  were  no  r^able  statistios 
to  which  both  employwa  and  employed 
could  appeal.   If  there  were  auy,  they 
were  cum.piled  in  view  of  the  disputes 
by  trained  compilers  to  support  a  theory 
om  either  side.   The  statistics  should  be 
prepared  before  the  dispute  had  arisen, 
and  he  should  suggest  that  they  should 
be  collected  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
the  same  way  as  the  agricultural  statia- 
tica  were,  to  a  great  extent,  at  preeent 
collected-    The  law  iu.Massachu6etts  for 
the  tabulating  of  labour  statistics  had 
been  found  to  be  exceedingly  useful. 
Massachusetts  had  for  16  years  pub- 
lished BtatistieSr  and  many  other  States 
of  the  American  Union  had  followed 
that  example,  while  Uie  year  before  laat 
the  Sedezal  Qoremi^ent  at  Washingtoa 


detennined  to  ettahlish  a  Federal  Bureaa- 
in  which  tfaoao^  statistics  should  be  ooIm 
lated  and  systematized.   At  Ontorioi  in: 
Canada, '  a  Laboiur  Bureau  had  been 
founded,  and  he  believed  &a.t  one  was 
being  founded  in  ano&er  'Provsncb  of 
the  Dominion.   He  asked  that  QtreeA 
Britain  should  not  remain  behindin  thir 
matter.    Theee  were  the  statisties' which, 
he  would  like  to  have  oollected— though 
it  might  be  necessary  th&t  the  whola. 
collection  should  be  a  matter  of  growth 
rather  than  be  attempted  at  once-^the 
description  and  number  of  eac3i  character 
of  the  various  industries  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  t^e  nomber  of  persons  and 
amount  of  capital  employed  in  each, 
specifying  when  any  of  these  indastries 
were  increasi-ng  or  diminishing,  atid 
whether,  and  why,  any  special  industry 
was  limited  to  any  particular  locslity; 
and  the  reaeon,  if  knows,  for  such  local 
limitation;  the  haaardooa  nature,  m 
othnrwise,  of  each  class  of  industry,  with 
the  rsBDlte  to  life,  limb,  g^keral  health 
and  habits  of  life  of  each  industa'y; 
giving  partieiilaTS    to  labourers'  dwell- 
ings, and  whether  they  were  held  from 
the  employers,  and  on  what  conditionB; 
showing  the  cases  of  exp^tation  by 
Limited  Liability  Companies  or  other 
Corporations,  the  am:ouut  ef  capital,  and 
distinguishing  the  'oaeoB'  where  the 
workers  shared  the  profit,  theibdivifdual 
wages  paid  in  eaoh  industry,  dietin- 
guishiog  m«n,  women,  boys,  and  girls, 
and  specifying  the  highest  and  Idwest 
average  wage ;  also,  whether  the  wag^ 
were  paid  we^ly,  or  at  4  longer  period, 
and  where  Companies*  shopa  existed. 
With  reference  to  the  lost  matbsr,  it  was 
of  the  grtreat  JcnportaQce^bebicasB there 
we/e  pla«6s  within  the  United  Kingdom 
where  the  Truck  Aet  was  broken,  some* 
times  in  letter  and  alwaysin  spirit— ~[Mri 
STATiaucY  HiLt.;  No.]  — to  the  grtat 
demoralization  of  the  employed.  [Mr. 
Stavelet  Hill  :  Name !]    He  should 
be  quite  prepared  to  give  names.  He 
hoped  he  should  never  malce  state- 
menta,to  the  House  without  the  fuUeet 
certainty  as  to  every  matterof  fact  which 
he  alleged.   It  did  uot  heighten  hisrcase 
at  the  momeut  to  atato  names— ["  Oh  !  V 
and  "  Hear,  hear !  "]  —if  it  did  he  should 
state  them.   AVhnli  be  said  ' was,  that 
beyond  the  possibility:  of  'Oontradictiiop 
—[Mr.  STAVfLET  HiUi^  Oh!l— «xoepi 
by  a  MfimbepT  ubter^  ignorant  .of  iue 
working  ote8s«a^thB»e  were  many,  worlce 
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in  this  country  wliere  the  men  were 
paid  at  periods  of  a  month,  or  oven  ae 
long  as  13  weeks,  and  where  the  onlj 
means  of  obtaining  food  was  by  advances 
wickedly  and  cunningly  contrived  to 
evade  the  Truck  Act.  ["  Oh,  oh !  "  and 
*'  Hear,  hear !  "]  He  had  not  at  present 
8ud  that  any  hon.  Member  of  the  House 
was  concerned  in  this.  He  had  not 
opened  the  question  in  a  manner  to  pro- 
Toke  hostility  on  the  other  side,  and  he 
hoped  he  should  deal  with  it  in  such  a 
way  as  to  secure  the  support  of  the  most 
extreme  Conservative  or  the  most  ad- 
vanced Badical.  The  introduction  of 
personal  matters  could  do  no  good ;  but 
the  fact  had  been  established  by  prose- 
cutions undertaken  by  both  Governments 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years.  He 
believed,  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Giffen, 
that  some  of  the  statistics  he  desired  were 
already  in  the  possession  of  the  Board 
of  Trade;  and  Mr.  Giffen  said,  speaking 
in  favour  of  fuller  statistics — "  Whatever 
the  cost  of  doing  it,  the  information 
would  be  worth  the  cost."  To  refer  the 
matter  to  a  Select  Oommittee,  as  was  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  the 
Homoastle  Division  of  Lincolnahire  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope),  would  bo  to  delay  it  for 
at  least  one  year:  and  perhaps  another, 
and  another.  The  Board  of  Trade 
might  not  be  able  to  go  to  the  extent 
he  wished;  but  it  would  be  doing  some- 
thing, and  labour  questions  now  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  wait.  They  were 
moving  the  whole  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  this  country  was  in  a  different  posi- 
tion from  any  other.  Our  people  were 
a  law-abiding  people,  on  the  whole,  and 
in  the  labour  movement  here  the  large 
majority  of  them  had  shown  that  they 
were  patient,  willing  to  submit  to 
authority,  and  to  wait  for  reform.  But 
there  was  an  oratory  more  potent  than 
any  that  could  address  the  House— the 
oratory  of  hunger,  which  was  listened  to 
without  any  reason  in  the  judgment  that 
was  given ;  and  if  the  House  left  hunger 
to  epeak  when  they  might  anticipate  the 
appeal,  on  them  would  fall  the  penalty 
and  the  shaaie,  and  they  would  place 
this  country  in  the  condition  in  which 
many  European  nations  were.  He 
appealed  to  ihe  Government  not  to  allow 
this  opportunity  to  pass.  In  the  last 
few  weeks  labour  strife  had  been  put 
forward  in  a  fashion  which  might  be 
repeated,  and  with  worse  aggravation ; 
it  had  been  put  forward  partly  by  the 
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desire  of  some  who  sought  to  mike 
capital  out  of  it,  partly  by  the  desire  oC 
some  who  sought  to  utilize  it  for  politi- 
cal contingencies,  and  partly  by  the  men 
ignorant  impulse  of  some  who  onl; 
knew  that  they  were  wronged,  and  did 
not  quite  know  where  their  remedy  Uy; 
and,  unfortunately,  there  were  men  irho 
were  willing  to  make  a  trade  of  the 
miseries  of  the  poor— ^hieh  woald  be 
greater  in  this  country  than  th^  hid 
been,  for  at  oou  time  this  eouotiyvu 
the  workshop  of  the  woild,  bat  dov  it 
was  only  one  of  many  workahops. 
People  knowing  all  that  we  knew,  and 
some  knowing  more,  were  competing 
with  us.  Aftor  referring  to  HihiliBm  in 
Russia  and  Socialism  in  Germasy  ta 
caused  by  want  and  by  the  despair  of 
any  remedy,  the  hon.  MembM  said  he 
took  the  opportunity  of  stating  his  eon- 
riotion  that  Socialism  hod  no  root  what- 
ever in  this  country— that  it  had  no  psit 
in  English  thought  or  cbaraeter.  Thm 
were  a  few  poets,  and  a  few  idiots,  and 
some  of  whom  one  could  not  appfysi 
kindly  words,  who  sought  to  make  pe(^le 
in  this  country  believe  that  BodalwB 
was  gaining  ground  among  the  yeoflt. 
It  was  not.  The  old  English  individual 
endeavour  BtiU  lived,  and  if  hon.  Meo- 
bers  would  give  it  the  epportuni^  it 
would  continue  to  live.  It  would  not 
be  kept  down  any  longer — it  must  hm 
fair  play,  and  must  not  be  leittostam. 
If  there  were  means  by  which  it  could 
be  fostered  here,  in  Canada,  Anatralia, 
or  elsewhere,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  place  the  necewary  in- 
formation within  the  reach  of  Uiose 
whose  interests  were  at  stake.  The  Go- 
vernment ought  to  answer  those  »ho 
were  pretending  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
labour,  by  declaring  tiiat  they  were  pre 
pared  to  test  the  statements  of  eztrems 
men  by  fair  figures  properly  collected 
and  tabulated.  These  statistics,  if  ob- 
tained, would  strengthen  theban^ofthe 
wisest  among  the  Trade  TJnioQ  leadw 
when  they  needed  to  pacify  workers  who 
were  short  of  food  in  times  of  hardship 
and  depression ;  and  they  would  giT* 
the  moral  sanction  of  public  opinion  to 
employers  when  the  latter  felt  bound  to 
resist  some  unjustifiable  claim.  They 
would  not,  indeed,  prevent  all  labonr 
strife  and  labour  disputes;  but  they 
would  diminish  and  alIeTiq.te  masy 
causes  of  irritation  and  remove  the  ei- 
cusea  for  disputes.  As  to  the  queolioB 
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of  expeDse,  the  few  hundreds  pounds 
which  "would  bo .  required  would  really 
be  no  cost  to  the  nation,  but  a  real 
saving.  If  they  prevented  only  one 
strike  or  lock-out  the  whole  money  would 
l>8  sared— to  say  nothing  of  the  crime 
and  mischief  which  grew  out  of  tliese 
quarrels.  In  conclusion  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber thanked  the  House  for  its  indul- 
gence, and  formally  moved  the  Besolu- 
tion  which  stood  in  his  name. 

Ms.  BUBT,  iu  rising  to  second  the 
!&£otion,  said,  he  thought  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Bradlaugh)  had  done  good  service 
in  bringing  this  question  before  the 
House.    His  hon.  Friend  had  referred 
to  the  Conference  held  a  year  ago  in  the 
City,  and  had  quoted  the  opinion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hastings  (Sir  Thomas 
Brassey),  who  was  a  very  high  autho- 
rity on  matters  relating  to  labour.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  not  only  pointed  out 
the  desirability  of  statistics  of  this 
kind  being  supplied  by  the  Qovcm- 
ment;  but  be  strongly  urged  that  the 
Government  of  this  country  should  fol- 
low the  example  so  long  ago  set  by  the 
United  States  of  America  with  regard 
to  labour  statistics.  Go-operattTO  Socie- 
ties, Trade  Unions,  Friendly  Societies, 
and  other  bodies  of  a  similar  kind  bad, 
of  late  years,  with  groat  difficulty,  done 
much  to  collect  and  to  disseminate 
among  their  members  information  re- 
lating to  the  condition  of  trade  ;  but  it 
had  been  done  very  imperfectly  ;  it  ought 
to  be  done  thoroughly,  and  with  as  much, 
accuracy  as  possible  ;  and  that,  he  main- 
tained, could  only  be  carried  out  effec- 
tually by  some  Government  Department, 
with  all  the  appliances  which  it  had  in 
its  power.   His  hon.  Friend  dwelt  upon 
the  argument  that  information  of  this 
Mnd  would  do  very  much  to  prevent 
strikes  by  diminishing' the  friction  which 
now  existed  between  employers  and  work- 
men.   That  was  the  chief  reason  why 
be  (Mr.  Burt)  rose  to  sa^  a  few  words 
in  support  of  the  proposition  now  before 
the  House.   He  believed  information  of 
this  kind  would  do  very  much — more 
almost  than  anything  else  he  knew  of  — 
to  put  au  end  to  strikes  and  lock-outs, 
with  all  the  miseries  and  mischief  which 
followed  in  thoir  train.     Ho  remem- 
bered that,  25  years  ago,  in  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  strikes  in  the  min- 
ing districts  were  of  frequent  occur- 
rence.   They  were  almost  unknown  at 
th«  pr^ent  time.   At  that  time,  when 


ho,  as  one  of  the  deputation,  applied  to 
the  coolowners  for  an  opportunity  of 
having  their  books  examined,  in  order 
to  show  the  prices  they  were  getting  for 
their  coal,  they  lifted  up  their  eyes  in  sur- 
prise. But  now,  and  for  many  years  pa&t, 
the  owners  had  allowed  accountaota  xe- 
preeentiug  the  workiaen  to  examine  t^eir 
books  every  quarter,  and  wages  rose  and 
fell  according  to  the  rise  and  fall  of 
prices,  while  stfikes  and  lock-outs  in 
those  districts  were  entirely  unknown. 
He  would  like  employers  of  labour — 
and  there  were  many  of  them  in  that 
House — to  give  every  facility  they  could 
for  obtaining  information  such  as  was 
now  sought.    As  regarded  the  question 
of  profit?,  no  doubt  many  employers 
would  doubtless  feel  rather  sensitive  on 
that  point.   [An  hon.  Mkubee;  They 
have  not  any  at   the  present  time.] 
AVell,  if  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  said 
was  true,  the  least  those  employers  could 
do  was  to  convince  the  workmen  that  they 
had  no  profits.  He  (Mr.  Burt)  felt  assured, 
however,  that  information,  such  as  was 
now  being  suggested,  would  do  very 
much  to  lessen  the  friction  which  existed, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  strikes  and  lock- 
outs in  all  the  induslries  of  the  country. 
An  argument  of  that  sort  would  appeal 
with  special  force  to  his  right  hon.  fi^end 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Mundella)  ;  because  among  his  right 
hon.  Friend's  many  titles  to  the  con- 
fidence and  goodwill  of  the  workmen  of 
this  country  was  the  fact  that  he  was  a 
pioneer  of  the  uioyement  in  favour  of 
Bubstitutiug  arbitration  fur  the  arbitra- 
ment of  force  in  the  shape  of  strikes. 
No  doubt  there  might  be  some  diflB.culty 
with  regard  to  the  Treasury ;  but  the 
cost  would  bo  comparatively  small,  and, 
as  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Northampton   had   pointed   out,  the 
money  would  be  saved  in  other  ways. 
If  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
by  acceding  to  this  Besolution,  could 
lessen  the  poverty  and  the  misery  inse- 
parable from  strikes,  any  money  ex- 
pended in  that  way  would  ^ve  a  good 
return  in  the  shape  of  an  improvement 
in  the  moral  and  material  condition,  nut 
only  of  the  working  classes,  but  of  the 
bulk  of  the  community  to  which  wo 
belonged.  Indeed,  he  had  no  hesitation 
iu  saying  that  the  money  often  reck- 
lessly s^ent  upon  a  single  marauding 
expedition  would  maintain  the  system 
for  a  whole  generation^ 
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'  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That,  in  the  opiaioa  of  this  Honse,  im- 
mediate steps  should  be  titken  to  ensnre  ia 
tint  CouBtry  the  fall  aud'accunte  coUBction 
and  pubHoaiioo  of  L»bonr  Stutiitioi." — (J6-. 

Me.  E.  stanhope,  in  risinf?  to  move, 
as  an  Amendment  to  the  Motion,  to 
leave  ont  all  after  "  That,"  and  insert — 

"  A  Helect  Committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider tbe  best  means  of  collecting  and  publish- 
ing statistics  aa  to  Laboar  in  tho  United 
Kingdom," 

said,  he  should  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
bon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 

S^dlaugh)  in  a  good  many  of  the 
pics  which  he  addressed  to  uie  House. 
Siwmd  of  the  hon.  Member's  statements 
he'li^ia'ti^f^Td  with  considerable  pleasure, 
alt^ough'iihey  were  not  strictly  relevant 
to  the  Motion  before  the  House.  He 
h^^d,  for  instance,  with  great  plea- 
sure his  statement  with  respect  to  the 
ri)iufiv:il  nf  restrictive  laws  affecting 
labour ;  bt'Luuse  he  had  not  forgotten, 
and  the  House  would  not  have  for- 
gotten, that  ttiat  was  mainly  due  to 
the  action  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
late  Home  Secretary,  who  denlt  with  the 
laws  as  between  employers  and  employed 
on  a  comprehensive  principle  founded  on 
a  broad  basis.  Since  his  right  ,  hon. 
Friend's  legislation  on  the  subject 
nothing  had  been  heard  about  com- 
plaints in  that  direction.  When  he 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Korthamptoa  he  wondered  whe- 
ther that  bon.  Member  had  ever  con- 
sidered what  was  the  propw  fun^iou  of 
the  State  in  these  matters.  Ko  doubt, 
the  collection  of  statistics  had  always 
been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  proper 
functions  for  tho  State  to  undertase ; 
first,  because  the  State  could  do  it  better 
than  anybody  else ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause, in  many  cases,  the  State  alone 
could  do  it.  But  then  thev  came  to  the 
question,  Statistics  of  what?  As  he  had 
said,  many  of  the  subjects  introduced 
into  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  were  not  facts,  but  expres- 
sions of  opinion — for  instance,  as  to  what 
occupations  might  he  hazardous  to  the 
lives  or  morals  of  the  people  engaged  in 
them.  He  (Mr.  Stanhope)  would  prefer 
to  deal  not  with  opinions,  but  with 
facts ;  and  M  regarded  facts,  it  did  seem 
to  him  that  someDepartment  ought  to  be 
responsible  for  the  collection  of  statistics 
of  this  nature.   He  might  aUnde  iii  par- 


ticular to  faofs  relating  to  the  movomeBt, 
the  distribution,  and  to  the  remuaeiatimi 
of  labour;  end  if  t^ose  statiatiot  wen 
aeonrate  and  exhaU8trr«,  and  if  Gufj 
were  wesented  in  an  easily  aocMubto 
form  for  use,  and  wliile  they  yrer9  atitt 
fresh,  be  believed  they  would  be  d  very 
great  value  to  the  country.    They  would 
be  of  value  hot  only  to  those  desiring  to 
study,  either  in  the  prraent  or  at  any 
future  time,  the  exact  inda&trial  oMidi- 
tion  of  the  country,  but  alao  to  Hioae 
desiring  to  embark  capital  in  any  par- 
ticular trade  or  industry;  and,  laatofall, 
they  would  be  of  great  value  to  the 
people  employed  in  such  trades  or  iadiia- 
tries.   For  example,  they  heard  a  great 
deal  nowadays  about   the  enormon 
aggregation  of  population  in  our  large 
towns.    No  doubff  that  had  been  a 
source  of  seriona  mischief  lat^y;  hat 
one  of  the  main  causes  of  it  had  ben 
the  exaggerated  expectations    as  to 
wages  that  had  been  held  out.  Nobody 
could  dispute  the  fbet  that  men  hadbeeo 
brought  up  by  scores  from  the  countrr 
to  the  towns,  because  they  bad  be«a 
misled  by  the  nominal  wages,  and  bad 
not  realized  the  fact  that  the  employ- 
ment they  were  likely  to  got  would 
occupy  only  a  portion  of  their  timoy  and 
that  their  nominal  wages  could  never  be 
realized  in  a  permanent  form,  and  would 
be  enormously  below  tho  real  wages  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  TeoeiTe;  But, 
within  certain  limits,  he  agreed  to  the 
fullest  extent  in  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Memberthatth^  should  endeavoar 
to  collect  labour  statistics.  .  In  faat,  he 
had  never  understood  why  the  Statistical 
Department  of  the  Board  o!  Tndo  had 
not  collected  these  already.    If  he  wert 
to  ma^e  a  suggestion  in  regard  to  the 
proposal,  he  would  say,  as  they  were 
entering  upon  a  new  description  of 
statistics,  they  should  take  care  not  lo 
over-weight  the  Department.    The  pro- 
cess at  first  should  be  a  tentative  asd 
cautious  one,  and  they  should  be  tmre  of 
their  materials.   Let  them  not,  by  tk-ying 
to  do  too  much  at  once,  risk  the  failure  of 
the  whole.    Therefore,  he  would  first 
advise  that  they  should  make  use  of  Mist- 
ing materials.  There  had  been  inqniries 
held  year  after  year,  the  results  of  whci^ 
were  entombed  in  voluminonjs  and  for- 
gotten Blue  Books,  and  no  naeirfaatem 
had  been  made  of  them:   Be  was  uM 
going  to  blamft  the  StBii8tib4T  'Bepsrt- 
ment  ^  thi»  Boazd  id  TittAa-'r  btit  that 
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Depariment  had  not  bad  uader  their 
control  a  sufficient  stafif  for  .  the  work 
they  had  to  do.   There  Ta«,  for  exam- 
pie,  an  inquiry  held  a  number  of  years 
ago  into  the  ooodition  of  the  a^icul- 
taral  population,  and  there  w^re  many 
Blue  Books  as  the  result  of  that  inquiry  \ 
but  nobody  ever  read  then  new,  and 
they  Trere  not  even  alluded  to  in  the 
reeeot  debates  on  the  subject  of  allot- 
mento.    Id  the  first  plao^  then,  the 
Statistical  Department  of  the  Board 
should  make  the  fullest  use  possible  of 
all  the  material  they  might  have  under 
their  control.   They  had  not  had  suffi.- 
cient  staff  for  doing  more  than  they  had 
hithwto  done ;  but  that  did  not  affect 
thje  principle  of  the  proposal.    If  the 
country  was  to  be  put  to  the  expense  of 
these  Heturos,  ofso  exhaustive  a  charac- 
ter, they  ought  to  be  made  full  use  of^ 
and  liie  results  ought  to  be  presented  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  a  succinot  form. 
He  himself  ventured  to  send  to  the 
papers  a  digest  of  statistics,  collected 
some  years  ago^  on  the  wages  of  the 
agricultural  labourer^  but  that  was  work 
wlit«h  ought  to  be  done  by  some  Statis- 
tieal  Department  of  the  Government. 
Then,  might  he  say,  in  the  second  ploce. 
that  if  they  were  going  in  fur  tabulatiog 
and  syatematizing  these  statistics  they 
required  to  have  the  services  of  men 
thoroughly  skilled  in  such  matters.  He 
q,utte  agreed  also  that  they  ought  to  have 
more  new  facts,  similar  to  those  collected 
in  the  United  States,  than  they  had  at 
present  Hewaesorrythatthehoa. Mem- 
ber, when  he  alluded  in  particular  to  the 
work  being  done  in  tine  TTuited  States  and 
Oanada,  did  not  give  any  information  as 
to  the  work  those  bureaux  were  doing 
in  those  countries ;  because  it  would 
have  shown  that  this  was   not  at 
all  a  simple  matter,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, an  exceedingly  difficult  and  com- 
plicated one.     The  Beports  of  the 
bureaux  were,  of  course,  most  interest- 
ing, but  they  were  also  exceedicgly  im- 
perfect.    They  proceeded  also  upon 
wholly  difierent  lines  in  different  oases, 
For  instance,  the  Keports  of  the  State 
of  Oonneotieut  stated  quite  frankly  that 
they  oould  not  get  at  the  facts,  and  so 
they  DolLocted  opinions.     One  Report 
turned  on  the  w£ole  relations  between 
capital  and  labour,  and  advised  what 
Iwislation  tile  State  should  undertake. 

Mb.  BBADMUaH :  Does  the  right 
hfui4  Oftntleman  mean  the  whole  Beports 


of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  or  only  the 
Report  for  one  year  ? 

Ms.  £.  STANHOPE  said,  he  was  un- 
able to  speak  of  all  the  Beports;  he 
was  only  illnstrating  one  point.  In 
the  Beport  presented  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  again,  the  facts  abfmt 
labour  were  presented  in  a  very  excel- 
lent way,  60  far  as  it  went ;  although, 
even  in  that  Beport,  the  statistics  were 
Tery  imperfect,  and  iho  difficulty  of 
getting  anything  like  accurate  facts 
was  admitted.  There  was,  in  fact,  i>i 
the  different  States  of  America,  great 
variety  in  the  method  of  collecting  the 
fact',  and  in  setting  iorth  the  results  oh- 
tained.  In  some  of  the  States  thoy  tried 
to  collect  the  facts  by  making  applica- 
tions to  employers  and  to  the  employed. 
In  some  cases,  the  answers  were  volun- 
tarily given ;  but,  in  other  cases,  pres- 
sure was  used  to  compel  one  class  or  the 
the  other  to  give  the  information  wlilch 
the  State  required.  Then  there  was  a 
whole  class  of  cases  where  the  inquiries 
were  made,  at  enormous  expense,  by 
special  agents  sent  about  the  country, 
without  whom,  it  was  said,  the  State 
would  not  be  able  to  get  the  facts.  In 
his  opinion,  with  that  enormous  variety 
of  examples  before  them,  it  would  bo 
wise  that  the  House  should  proceed  ten- 
tatively ;  and  he  believed  the  best  course, 
the  House  could  adopt  would  be  to  ap- 
point a  Select  Committee  forthejpUrpose 
of  investigating  all  thesovariousBeporfs, 
and  considering  tho  moans  by  which  t/iey 
could  obtain  the  statistics  they  required. . 
The  Beports  to  which  he  had  been  al- 
luding were  very  little  known  in  this 
country.  He  doubted  whether  I2Mem- . 
bers  of  that  House  had  ever  read  any  of 
them;  and  the  whole  subject  was  such 
that  he  felt  certain  that  it  would  be  wise 
that,  instead  of  trusting  to  a  Depart- 
ment, they  should  inquire,  by  means  of 
a  Committee,  what  would  be  the  best 
way  of  getting  the  labour  statistics  of 
this  country.  He  must  say  here  that  ho 
had  been  encouraged  to  hope  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  would 
have  agreod  with  his  AniondmoDt,  as  ho 
certainly  understood  from  communica- 
tioDB  that  had  passed  between  them. 

Mb.  BBADLADOH  said,  that  there 
was  a  proviso  contained  in  the  conununi- 
oatiou  referred  to  that  if  certain  words 
were  withdrawn  he  (Mr.  BradlfitighJ 
would  agree  with  the  Amendment ;  but 
those  vorda  were  not  withdrawn. 
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Ub.  £.  STANHOFli;  said,  he  bad 
withdrawn  them,  and  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  look  at  ihe  Amendment  he 
would  see  &at  it  was  exactly  ia  aocord- 
anoe  with  that  which  the  hon.  Uember 
agreed  to.  That  being  bo,  he  was  sui*- 
prised  that  the  hon.  Member  had  op- 
posed the  Select  Committee  which  he 
Iiad  stated  he  desired  to  hare.  However 
that  might  be,  he  was  certain  the  House 
did  not  desire  to  proceed  in  the  dark ; 
that  thoy  would  enter  on  a  new  field  of 
inqniiT  with  that  caution  which  charac- 
terized all  their  prooeedinga  in  England ; 
and  that  they  would  be  inclined  to  agree 
with  tlie  Tiewa  he  had  put  forward,  and 
with  which  the  hou.  Member  for  North- 
ampton also  ezpreeaed  his  willin^eee  to 
accept — that  there  should  be  an  inqniry 
by  a  Select  Oommlttee,  ratiier  than  to 
ue  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  as  at 
present  before  the  House.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  his  (Mr.  Stanhope's) 
Amendment  would  involve  delay.  He 
did  not  believe  that  it  would.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  Committee  should 
not  sit  at  once,  or  that  it  shoiild  sit  loog. 
The  results  of  its  inquiry  would  be  that 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  be  armed  with  a  Beport  which 
would  enable  him  to  come  down  to  Par- 
liament and  ask  for  that  additional  pro- 
vision, in  the  shape  of  money,  which 
would  undoubtedly  bo  required  for  the 
porpose  of  carrying  out  the  object  which 
they  all  desired  to  attain.  Some  hon. 
Members  had  asked  him  why  he  had 
limited  his  proposal  to  the  United  King- 
dom,  and  had  not  included  die  Oolonies. 
His  only  reason  for  that  was  that  he 
had  been  given  to  understand  that  Bteps 
had  been  taken  in  this  country  toobtcun 
statistics  relating  to  labour  in  the  Oolo- 
nies. If,  however,  there  was  any 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  House 
that  the  Select  Committee  should  also 
inquire  as  to  labour  statistics  in  the 
Colonies,  ha  should  be  heartily  glad  to 
accede  to  any  proposal  that  might  be 
made  to  extend  the  labours  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  that  direction.  He  would  now 
move  the  Amendment  of  which  he  had 
given  Notice. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL,  in  seconding 
the  Amendment,  said,  that,  aa  repre- 
senting a  considerable  industrial  oonsti- 
tuencrjr,  he  had  listened  with  pleasurable 
sunrise  to  the  annoimcement  of  t^e 
hon.  Gentleman  wko  proposed  the  Mo- 
tion (Mr.  Bradlaagh),  and  he  entirely 


agreed  in  the  object  wl^ch  the  Iioii. 
Member  had  immediately  before  hiia. 
It  was  a  hard  wo  that  the  wo^iiu 
men  of  this  country  should  have  to  c<^ 
lact,  as  best  they  might,  information  r»* 
lating  to  the  price  of  labour,  to  the  coa- 
ditions  of  their  occupation,  and  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  thoy  lived ; 
while  the  great  cajntalists  haa  before 
them  the  Beports  of  Government  De- 
partments to  guide  them  in  the  course  of 
their  industry.  If  there  waa  one  thing 
which  commended  itself  to  bis  mind 
more  than  another  it  was  the  dei^ratuni 
which  bad  been  made  to  the  House  thmt 
individual  endeavour  still  lived.  He 
hoped  it  would  continue  to  live  in  this 
country,  and  that  they  nu|;ht  rely  in 
ev&rv  section  of  the  community  upon  in- 
dividual enterpriKe  instead  of  apon  tiie 
faltering  hand  of  the  State.  When  be 
found  there  was  such  a  difficulty  in  pie- 
paring  the  Census,  which  was  only  nade 
onoe  in  !0  years  with  the  greatest  care 
and  at  the  greatest  cost,  hje  felt  quiie 
certain  that  if  th6  Beport  was  to  be 
made  yearly  or  monthly  there  would  be 
very  great  difficulty  in  giving  the  woirk- 
ing  man  that  reliable  information  for 
his  gaidance  to  which  he  was  fully  en- 
titled. Another  difficulty  was  the  prompt 
issue  of  the  Beport ;  for  unless  it  was 
promptly  issued  it  would  confer  no 
benefit.  He  did  not  think  the  hon. 
Member  was  quite  aware  of  the  iidot- 
mation  which  had  been  already  ooU«^. 
The  subject  was  far  more  comjdex  than 
the  hon.  Member  seemed  to  imagine^ 
and  that  was  confirmed  by  the  Bepwts 
which  had  been  presented  from  Consals 
abroad,  which  contained  partioulanveiy 
carefully  collected  of  great  value ;  and 
he  had  been  informed  by  a  friend  of  hie, 
a  Consul  abroad,  that  so  oomplioated 
were  the  researches  they  had  to  make, 
that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  of  a  satisfactory  cha- 
racter. He  sincerely  hoped  that  man; 
other  occasions  might  arise  when  there 
would  be  full  accord  between  both  ndes 
of  the  House  on  tbe  labour  questicm. 
He  confessed  himself  that  he  had  alwajs 
felt  from  his  earliest  days  that  the  work- 
ing man  was  entitled  to  as  much  consi- 
deration in  the  House  with  regard  to 
that  labour  which  was  his  oapttaL  as  die 
wealthiest  man  was  with  regard  to 
financial  fortune  which  was  his  capiul 
and  main  resource.  He  claimed  f orbon. 
Members  on  the  Oppoutwn  sid9  of 
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House  that  thoy  had  at  he&tt  the  in- 
terest of  working  men  as  mnoh  ae  hon. 
Qentlemen  on  the  Ministerial  Benches; 
and  therefore  regretted  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  (Mr.  Bradlaugh)  had  rejected 
the  Amendment  of  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  E.  Stanhope). 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  (ho  word  "That"  to  the 
end  of  the  Uuestion,  in  order  to  insert  the' 
words  "a  Select  Oommittee  be  appointed  to 
eonuder  iho  best  means  of  collecting  and  pab- 
lisbiBK  statistics  as  to  Xiaboar  in  the  Unitad 
Kingdom,"~(Xr.  E.  Stanhtpf,) 

— ^instead  thereof. 

Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

Ma.  BBADLAUGH  rose  to  explain 
that  he  eaw  the  right  lion.  Qsntlemftn 
the  Member  for  the  Horocastle  Division 
of  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  after 
he  had  reoetred  the  letter,  and  he  told 
him  he  was  unable  to  consent  to  the 
alteration.  He  had  received  no  com- 
munication from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man since,  and  he,  therefore,  regarded 
the  matter  as  settled. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  said,  that  a 
letter  havioff  been  written  expressing  a 
condition,  when  that  condition  was  ful- 
filled he  had  expected  that  the  hon. 
Member  would  have  supported  it. 

Mr.  a.  H.  dyke  ACLAND  :  I  should 
hardly  venture  to  detain  the  House  if  I 
did  not  believe  that  I  could  illustrate 
the  importance  of  the  subject  brought 
before  the  House  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Bradlaugb)  from 
a  somewhat  different  point  of  view  from 
that  of  those  hon.  Members  who  have 
already  spoken.  I  take  tt  that  the  sub- 
ject includes  both  the  provision  of  addi- 
tional information  on  labour  and  in- 
dustrial matters,  and  the  supplying  of 
information  which  already  exists  in  a 
muoh  more  available  form  than  we  have 
at  present.  Anyone  who  has  been 
brought  closely  into  contact  with  edu< 
cational  work  among  working  men,  as 
it  has  been  my  lot  to  be  in  connection 
with  the  TTnivereities,  must  be  well 
aware  of  the  very  great  importance  of 
this  subject  in  the  minds  of  many  of 
our  leading  working  men.  Everything 
which  may  in  any  way  lead  to  the  pre- 
veation  of  strikes  mnst  be  of  the  greatest 
value.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
beat  Trade  Union  leaders  that  soch 
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information  as  is  now  demanded  may 
tend  in  this  direction.  Our  Trades 
Unionists  and  working  men  oo-operators 
are  iuterested  in  the  matter,  not  only 
from  the  points  of  view  already  men- 
tioned, but  because  they  have  large 
sums  of  money  at  their  command,  and 
the  latter  group  of  men  especially  are 
constaatly  considering  the  question  of 
how  these  sums  of  money  should  be  in- 
vested. It  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  them  that  they  i^ould  have  the  very 
beat  information  at  thmr  command  re- 
lating to  the  condition  of  those  of  their 
own  class  better  off  than  themselves,  in 
order  that  they  may  not  invest  the  many 
thousands  of  pounds  they  possess  in  a 
manner  that  will  bring  ruin  upon  them. 
When  we  hear  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  few  weeks,  the  Working  Men  Co- 
operative Societies  in  and  around  Man- 
chester have  invested  £ftO,000  in  the 
Manchester  Ship  Canal,  every  pmny 
of  which  is  working  men's  savings, 
saved  by  men  the  bulk  of  whom  do  not 
receive  more  than  85<.  a-week  wages, 
we  have  some  idea  of  the  importance  of 
the  sum  of  money  they  have  at  their 
command.  Everything  which  assists  the 
intelligent  investment  sad  management 
of  the  sums  of  money  which  Working 
Men's  Associations  possess  must  be  of 
real  use ;  for  the  great  Working  Men's 
Associations  are  a  great  protection  and 
bulwark  to  this  country.  We  hear  a 
good  deal  of  talk  about  funds  raisod  for 
the  r^ief  of  the  unemployed  j  but  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  Unionists  and  Co- 
operative Societies  have,  in  the  course  of 
the  past  yfar,  been  devoting  funds  for 
the  relief  of  the  unemployed  out  of  their 
own  W8g08  which  exceed  in  bulk  all  the 
funds  raisod  within  the  last  month  or 
two  for  the  relief  of  distress  in  all  our 
targe  towns  put  together.  The  Unionists 
have  saved  thousands  of  pounds  for  the 
direct  relief  of  the  dii^ressed  and  unem- 
ployed, and  the  co-operators  have  saved 
not  less  than  £1,000,000,  all  of  which 
either  goes  to  the  relief  of  the  present 
distress  or  is  laid  by  for  the  relief  of  their 
families  in  the  future.  The  Government 
may  well  be  asked  to  provide  everything 
which  can  reasonably  be  provided  in  the 
way  of  industrial  and  labour  statistics 
which  may  give  working  men  and  the 
community  generally  more  information 
to  guide  them,  both  for  the  avoidance  of 
labour  disputes^  and  in  connection  with 
the  iavestment  of  mon^.  Everything 
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tiiat  tends  in  Utediraction  edtfaerof-  irroo 
gularity  of  labcnar  ot  of  uooertaiatf  is  a 
curse,  and  is  adding  to  the  dopresskm} 
and  to  the  difficulty  in  which  our  in'- 
dustries  aire  inTcdved.  If  the  informa- 
tion now  demanded  wiQ  give  lees  uncer- 
tainty, trill  cause  leas  irregularity,  it 
must  do  good  not  only  to  the  working 
elasaeSf  but  to  the  v^ole  nation.  What 
w6  need  is  to  improve  the  knowledge  of 
the  rank  and  filsof  working  men  in  erery 
possible  way ;  and  I  thmk  we  may  feel 
quite  sure  that  all  working  men  leadws 
who  are  worthy  of  the  name  will  con- 
sider this  an  unmitigated  advantage. 
Only  those  who  are  not  worthy  to  be 
leaders  will  look  upon  this  improved 
knowledge  as  in  any  sense  other  than 
an  advantage.  Something  has  been  said 
as  to  the  method  to  be  employed  to  secure 
additional  laboorstatistics,  and  «s  to  whe- 
ther we  want  facts  or  opinions.  The  pro- 
oessmast  be  slow  and  gradual  and  secure. 
I  may  quote  from  a  monthly  publication 
of  one  of  the  best  administered  Trades 
Unions  in  England^Hhat  of  the  Iron 
Fonndeza— to  show  what  working'  men 
tiiink'on  the  aabjeok  l%e  aeoretaries 
considv  this  macteir  one  of  fn^at  im- 

girtance ;  and  they  saytiiat  a  Statistical 
urean  should  not  be  condueted  for  the 
purpose  of  agitating  or  discussing' pro- 
positions for  the  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  working  classes,  bat  should 
ooafine  itself  to  -the  colleotion  and  pre- 
sentation of  facts,  end  thus  be  free  from 
any  taint  of  partizanship.  My  &iend, 
Professor  lif  arshall,  one  of  the  ablest  of 
the  yonnger  generation  of  eoonomists  in 
!E^g^wd,  the  successor  of  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Fa  wcett,  ivrites  to  say  that  he  feels 
the  work  a  difficult  one,  which  must  be 
outied  out  by  slow  degrees;.  He  points 
out  that  a  few  typical  industries  ^onld 
be  examined,  and  the  figures  subjected 
to  8  Tory  severe  ordeal.  He  points  out 
the  importance  of  great  oare  in  making 
any  etatements  >— for  instance,  about 
wages— showing  that  not  only  the  rate 
of  wages  in  each  branch  must  be  given, 
but  also  the  proportioa  of  workers  who 
get  each  rate.  And  be  says  that,  in  the 
collection  of  statistics  about  wajges,  we 
should  have  to  be  -very  careful  to  hsre 
distinct  colamns  showing  "oT*r-time" 
and  *'  piece-work,"  and  deductions 
through  "  out  of  wofk."  He  thicks  that 
anystatement  volunttrrily  giren  either  by 
employer  or  employed  shonld  be  circu- 
lated in  tiift  form  of  draft  BepcoTti  in 
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various  ^trietn/  and  -thnt  they  should 
be  earelitlly  checked^  from  time  to  time, 
by  eomething  in  the  natture  of  a  publie 
Conrt  of  In<3TriTy  h«ld  by  the  Bepre- 
sentatives  of  the  Bureau,  wfab  'should, 
before  reporters,  hear  evidence  on  both 
sides,  and  carefully  wel^h  it.  Aid  he 
says  that  if  ^e  wtwk  is  done  in  this 
carefbi  way,  so  that  the  BepreeentatiTee 
of  the  State  Bureau  oaai  sum  up  the  evi* 
denee  given  on  both  aides  £or  lewetin^  vx 
rainng  any  of  the  ^lUiles  in  the  d*aft 
Reports,  we  should  secure  a  real  addition 
to  the  knowledge  we  puesess  on  tfaeae 
matters.  He  adds:  what  is  most  import- 
ant, that  the  work  will  be  slow,  partion- 
larly  at  firet.  Bat  a  few  tmetwoorthy 
figures  are  worth  more  than  an  immense 
mass  of  those  of  which  no  one  can  quite 
appruve.  There  is  one  other  matter  I 
should  like  to  allftde  to-— namely,  the 
making  mn<ih  more  avail^le  to  the 
people  at  large  the  new  information 
which  may  be  obtained,  and  also-  that 
which  the  Gavemment  has  provided. 
The  right  boD.  GenUeman  the  li^  Pre- 
sndent  of  the  Bosnrd  of  Trade  (Mr.  S. 
Btanhone^  said  ire  ought  to  make  use  ef 
ow  exiatiag  materi^  Now,  if  tfceee 
atatieticB  aire  prepared  espeoially  in  the 
interest  of  the  labouring  olasseii,  and  il 
the  materia  we  already  have  is  to  be 
made  use  of,  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
State  can  do  a  gnat  deal  more  than  it 
has  hitherto  done  in  t^e  way  of  making 
such  infoTmatioa  thoroughly  availaVe, 
ospeciaUy  for  wtHiciDg  people ;  and,  in 
view  of  the  importance  of  labour  qoee- 
tiona  being  approached  in  aa  intelligeofe 
spirit,  the  State  may  do  much  good  im 
the  way  of  interesting  the  working 
elates  in  its  publieations,  and  ought  to 
make  them  as  cheap  as  pesdbl^  and  as 
easily  obtainable  as  possible.  I  must  say 
of  the  material  published  at  the  preaent 
time  IB  Blue  Btwks  that  ^ough»  oos- 
sideriug  its  balk,  it  is  cheap — it  is,  never- 
theless; too  espensive  for  working  2n«a 
to  pur^ase.  I  would  ventnre  t6  say 
that  in  most  of  our  Blue  Books  there  is 
a  kernel  eomewhere  lo  be  found  which 
might  be  publiahed  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate  than  the  whole  work.  For  iustanc*, 
if  we  take  the  Commission  on  Aoeidents 
in  Mines,  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Morpeth  (Mr.  Bart)  and  his  OoUeagwes 
have  published,  we  «hhill  find  that  it 
has  already  published-  a  buU^  TOlnme 
for  bs.  Sd.j  and  that,  in  all  proba- 
bility, their  Report  will  ba  unmniiieil 
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in  a  volume  of  similar  «ice  and  prioe. 
Well,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  Report^ 
whieh.  muit  be  vaioable  to  men  :workiog 
in  mites,  should  l>«  published  with  a 
pr4t*a  of  the  endeooe.  That  could  be 
done  at  a  pnce  of.  6(f.  or  64.,  ao  as  to 
zander  it  availftbU  to  people  who  .  can 
only  afford  bdwII  sums  vnen  they  buy 
books.  So,  again,  the  Houatof^  of  the 
Poor  Oonuniasion  Keport,  wbioh  aou- 
tained  most  valuable  information,  ought 
to  bo  published,  for  6dL  In  the  same 
way  the  Teohnioal  Eduoaliou  Oommis- 
soon  BepoFt  is  published  in  fire  volumes ; 
but  the  real  pith  of  the  matter  is  at  tho 
end  of  the  first  volume,  and  might;  have 
been  published,  with  an  analysis  of  what 
is  to  be  found  in  the  other  volumes,  for 
6d.  or  6d.  Last  year  a  valuable  Beport 
was  issued  about  Inknd  ^Revenue^  con- 
taining valuaUe  infornution  concerning 
direct  taxation,  tkat  would  be  extrem^ 
useful  tovrorUng  men.  These  things, 
also,  in  the  way  I  have  pointed  out)  should 
be  made  parahasafalek-  Xhen^  in  many 
of  our  email  tovna-^aye^  and  in  our  big 
ones  too— it  is  a  di  Aoitlt  thing  to  know 
'how  to  obtain  these  pubUoationa.  Tlia 
booksellers  will  not  take  much  trouble 
about  the  matter,  and  many  working 
men  who  would,  like  to  get  them  aare 
baffled  in  their  efforts  to  do  so.  I  see 
no  reason  at  all  why,  when  working  men 
might  desire  to  purchase  these,  publica- 
tions—on the  oecBsion  of  their  locality 
being  visited  fay  a  popular  leoturer,  or  a 
leader  of  their  class,  or  apolitical  speaker 
—they  should  not  mmply  go  to  the  local 
post  office,  see  a  list  of  the*  publicAtions, 
amd  say— "I  desire  a  copy  of  that  for 
1«.  }  here  is  my  la.,  and  here  is  24.  focc 
postage^  send  my  name  up  to  London, 
and  let  ma  have  Uie  book  back  by  post."  ; 
Mow,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  presumptuous 
to  sug^st  a  new  departure  witk  a  view 
to  makingreally  available  to  the  mass  of 
the  people  a  great  deal  that  is  published 
which  does  not  now  get  mudi  beyond 
kon.  Members  of  the  House  of  Oommons. 
A  Central  Oommittee,  or  small  body  of 
ofGeials,  ought  to  have  all  Qovernment 
publications  passed  under  their  eye,  and 
ought  to  settle  which  of  them,  or  which 
parts  of  them,  shonld  be  made  available 
by  their  cheapness  and  handiness-  for 
popular  use.  I  will  venttiro  to  say  ika^ 
if  thatconld  be  dMke,  and  the  noble  Iiord 
&e  iFoetm  aster  OeaAral  (Lord  Wblvor- 
ton)  Qould  seo-his  ihty. to.  hating  these 
)nte:)l  Jtsve-mentiDnBd-kfl^t  ak  :ue  post 


offices,  it  would  be  an  inoaloulable  boon 
to  working  men,  especially  to  those  wha 
fi.nd  a  difficulty  in-  getting  the  boeks,' 
which  to  us  in  this  Houee  are  not  so 
muoh  things  to  be  deairad  and  things 
difficult  to  get  as  thaj  uie  ahnost:  a 
burden.  None  buc  a  young  Membec 
of  this  House  would  speak  in  any-* 
thtog  like  enthusiasm  about  t^e  Blaa 
Books,  and  periiaps  even  for  ine  th« 
period  of  satiationisnearer  at  hand  than 
I  may  expect;  but,  bo. far  as  the  peopl^ 
outside  this  Hoiue  are  coneerned,  they 
have  good  reason,  I  think,  to  complain 
that  we  who,,  -during  a  QeneralKleotion, 
are  so  remarkably  attentive  to  them  in 
the  way  of  supplying  them  with  statist 
ties,  when  the  alectioa  ia  over  leave  them 
alona  altogether  bo  far  aa  these  things 
are  concerned.  During  a  General  Mee- 
tion  the  voter  reomvee  from  one  party  a 
oarefully-prepared  leaflet,  with  blue  and 
red  columns  on  it,,  io  instruct  him  in. 
State  finaqoe.  The  iiuits  and  fignzet 
titns  praamted  he  oarefoUy  studies,  and 
whfib  he  has  learnt  tbsm  confidently 
believes  he  has  mastered-  tke  prinoiplea 
of  finanoo.  A  few  daya  aftenrards  ha 
reeeives  another  leaflet;  the  columns 
that  were  red  are  now,  peiliLaps,  bluo; 
some  columns  are  longer,  some  shorter. 
His  mind  becomes  a  blank  on  the  sub- 
ject. Than  the  figures  he  receivae  to-day 
will  notapply  to-morrow  or  next  month; 
ubA  as  his  education  is  neglected  for  a 
space,  he  must  have  aa  erroneous  and 
confused  idea  of  the  pcioci^ee  he  be*- 
lieved  ai  one  time  ke  had  mastetred. 
When  another  General  Election  occurs, 
and  he .  u  inundated  once  more  with 
information  for  which  he  has  been  in 
no  wajr  prepared,  confusion  becomes 
woBse  eoiuoiBided.  If  he  can  feel  tiiat 
the  State  is  doing  all  it  oan  to  en<- 
courage  him  to  ufurm  hima^  on  these 
subjects,  to  enable  him  to  procure  these 
Blue  Books  which  contain,  I  venture  to 
say,  much,  of  the  beat  of  thie  thoughts  of 
our  statesmen  on  both  sidesof  poUtios— ^ 
much  more  valaable  material  than  is 
contained  in  many  epeeohea  delivered  on 
Party  platforms — he  will  fed  that  we 
are  tryiug  to  deal  with,  the  vaJbiable 
work  of  adult  educaticm,  whioh  i^  a  work 
wkiok  ought  mora  and  more  to  ooeuj^y 
our  abteiBtion.  Of  courae,  Blue  Books  wiU 
never  beoome  popular  reading;  bntwhat 
is  sought  is  nat  td  >popuIanM  ,Uus  io£oKr 
matibny  biitio  put-  it  mprift  and  more  at 
tiiedis{H>SBl  of  the  kard*todfiid  WDrkiog 
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mfin  who  are  to  be  found  ail  over  tiiA 
country— men  of  hard  heads,  vith  bodies 
that  will  never  wear  frock-ooats,  but  who 
are  just  as  well  fitted  to  understand 
Blue  Books  as  an^'  of  us  hwe.  This  is 
important,  because  the  intelligent  use 
of  their  capital  hj  working  men,  and 
the  method  of  approaching  all  Uiboor 
question^  are  matters  whidi,  in  a  conn- 
trj  like  this,  become  of  greater  and 
greater  importance.  There  are  many 
mattes  which  have  been  brought  before 
our  constituents  which  we  hope  in  the 
future  will  do  much  to  improve  this 
country.  But  we  cannot  legislate  the 
poor  into  prosperity.  We  can  open 
up  to  them  many  opportunities  now 
denied  them,  and  that  we  are  engaged 
in  doing,  or  are  hoping  to  do,  in 
Tarions  ways.  We  can  free  their  pt^hs 
fVom  many  obstacles  that  now  stand  in 
their  way ;  but,  after  all,  the  intelligence 
of  the  people  who,  when  the  obstacles 
aro  remoreil,  will  make  use  of  the  op* 
portunitiea  afforded  them  is  the  vital 
matter.  Everything  that  eaa  be  dons 
by  the  State  to  advance  this  adult  edu- 
cation by  means  of  statiBttoal  informa- 
tion slowly  and  carefully  obtained,  and 
in  ronderiog  the  information  in  the  pes- 
session  of  the  Government  more  avail- 
able to  the  worbiog  classes  in  the  future 
than  it  has  been  in  the  past,  will  be  a 
matter  by  which  the  people  will  be 
benefited,  and  by  which  any  Qovem- 
ment  who  will  attend  to  the  question 
properly  will  deserre  the  gratitude  of 
the  country.  The  matter  is  one  which  I 
hope  will  receive  the  serious  attention 
for  many  years  to  come  of  both  this  and 
future  Governments. 

The  president  op  the  BOABD 
or  TRADE  (Mr.  liumxBZXA) :  I  think 
every  Member  of  the  House  must  feel 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Bradlaugh)  has  done  an  exoellrat 
service  in  bringing  this  question  under 
the  notice  of  the  House,  and  amongst 
other  circumstances  of  that  good  serrice 
in  having  elicited  so  excellent  a  maiden 
speech  from  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down.  The  hon.  Member  bases 
his  Motion  upon  publications  of  the 
American  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labour. 
He  is  quite  right  in  his  historical  ac- 
count of  the  origin  of  the  American 
Bureau  in  1869,  and  it  is  a  &ot  that  14 
or  15  other  States  are  now  following 
the  example  of  Massachusetts  and  pul^ 
lishing  annual  Reports  of  tbesamenatare. 

Mr.  J..  S.  Dyh  AoM 


But  whm  the  hon.  Member  exfaorted  «s 
not  to  be  behind  America  in  the  publi- 
cation of  statistics,  without  detracting 
from  the  merits  of  those  Bureaux,  I 
may  say  that  we  are,  in  fact,  a  very  long 
way  in  advance  of  America  in  regard  of 
the  real  objects  for  which  the  Bureaux 
were  established.  I  was  in  Boston  ia 
1 870,  immediately  after  the  Bureau  was 
opened  there,  and  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  consulted  several  times  by  its 
founder,  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips  (who  took 
great  interest  in  the  labour  question)  as 
to  how  it  could  be  turned  to  the  best 
account.  The  real  fdct  was  that  every- 
one interested  in  the  question  of  indus- 
trial employment,  especially  in  Mas- 
sachnsetts,  was  aghast  at  the  condition 
of  the  labouring  community,  the  total 
Q^leet  of  their  education,  and  of  pre- 
cautionary legidation  in  respect  to  the 
protection  of  infanta,  with  respect  to  the 
fencing  of  machinery,  with  respect  to 
mines,  and  all  that  legislation  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  working  dassss,  which  ts 
in  lAaa  country  had  been  forwarding  for 
30  or  40  years  before,  and  vhidi  we 
had  brovgat  to  a  higher  state  of  fer- 
fection  than  any  other  country  in  the 
world.  I  cannot  do  better,  if  the  House 
will  allow  me,  than  give  two  or  three 
illustrations.  I  will  take  the  Re- 
port of  the  Massachusetts  Bureau  of 
1B74,  in  which  there  ace  vwy  few  sta- 
tistics, but  a  great  many  facts  as  to 
education,  the  emjdoyment  of  children, 
sanitation,  and  the  general  oondition  tA 
labour  in  Massachusetts.  We  will  take 
them  in  the  order  in  which  thej  stand- 
first,  as  to  edueatloB.  I  find  it  hwe  set 
forth— 

"One  of  tbe  olijects  of  this  Burean  ia  to 
gather  statiBties  relating  to  the  edncatkn  aC 
eluldren  employed  ia  manofsctiuiiig  sad 
QioohEsical  estsblishmsnts  ia  Mimmrhniiitti " 

They  say — ■ 

"  From  what  we  have  been  ahle  to  learn,  the 
law  ia  relation  to  the  employment  of  diUdren 
neither  is,  nor  can  be,  e&iorced.  Should  tfae 
managers  of  nuUs  oo-opetste  heartily  with  tbe 
ofBoers  of  the  oitics  and  towns,  or  of  the  State, 
the  law  could  not  well  be  enforced.  The  testi- 
mony of  the  school  boards  in  some  of  the  mano- 
facturing  places  is,  that  often  as  maofa  difficalty 
arises  parents  as  from  miU-awBeas  ssd 
managers." 

And  they  go  on  to  say — 

"  There  should  be,  and  probably  there  iSf 
some  way  to  enforce  the  principle  which  Mu- 
lachmetn  belieres  to  be  hw  lystem  of  edoesfioa, 
•ohooling fer  all  <4um;  bat,  as  yet,  wata  m 
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mUI  childrtB  are  nmcttnoi,  not  onljr  our  bw 
\tn%  our  ty^em,  to,  a  luge  dwnO)  it  a  dead 

letter." 

So  much  for  eduoaticm.  I  oould  get  60 
quotations  from  the  book  as  to  the  em- 
ployment of  childion.   Here  I  find — 

"Ko  children  employed  here  unleea  they 
hare  the  neceoary  legal  schooUng." 

In  regard  to  another  factory  I  find — 

"  Mill*  ia  very  good  condition  and  well  con- 
dncted.  Several  very  small  children  at  work, 
some  only  seven  years  old,  hoth  girlsandhoya.'* 

That  relates  to  the  a^ee  of  the  children 
— and  numerous  aimilar  extraots  could 
be  given  if  it  were  necessary.  Then,  as 
to  sanitation  and  the  protection  and 
fencing  of  machinery,  X  find  such  state- 
ments as  these — 

"  Rooms  loir-f4ndded,  badly  ventilated,  and 
oarding  and  weaving  rooms  very  dark.*' 

"  Qears  overhead  low  and  unprotected.  Some 
of  the  main  belts  come  through  the  floor  en- 
tirely unprotected,  and  are  dangeroos.  Privies 
in  spinDing  room  in  a  filthy  condition ;  floor  tret 
and  soaking  with  filth ;  can  unoll  it  all  through 
the  mill." 

In  fact,  the  object  of  this  Borean  was, 
in  the  first  iaetanoe,  not  so  much  to 
draw  up  atatietics  witb  regard  to  wages 
from  year  to  year,  as  to  inquire  into  the 
condition  of  the  working  classes  gene- 
rally, and  also  as  to  the  ages  of  children 
employed,  and  the  want  of  sanitation 
under  which  their  labour  was  carried 
on.  It  was  a  sort  of  standing  Com- 
mission to  do  the  work  which  was  Tery 
largely  done  in  England  by  the  Factoiy 
and  Worl^hop,  Education,  Mines  Regu- 
lation, Merchant  Shipping,  «nd  other 
Acts,  and  all  the  legislation  undertaken 
for  the  lust  50  years  in  this  country  for 
the  benefit  of  the  working  classes.  The 
e£Fect  has  been  excellent  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  working  classes  in  the  Uoited 
States.  The  example  of  Massachusetts 
has  been  followed  by  the  principal 
States ;  and  at  this  moment  there  are 
14  other  States  publishing  their  sta- 
tistics annually,  and  the  e£fect  has  been 
excellent  so  far  as  its  influence  on  the 
condition  of  the  working  classes  of  the 
United  States  is  concerned.  But  I  wish 
the  House  to  understand  that  it  is  a 
much  easier  thing  to  publish  statistics 
separately  for  each  State  in  America, 
where  the  largest  number  of  persons 
employed  in  any  single  State  up  to  the 
present  is  about  200,000,  than  to  pub- 
lish statistics  annually  dealing  with  the 
whole  of       labonnng  clMses  in  this 


connttj,  whoM  anmbers  amonni,  it  is 
calculated,  toBomathingUke  IS,000,000. 
Now,  I  do  not  say  that  wh«t  has  been 
done  ia  the  United  States  can  be  said  to 
form  a  preotse  guide  and  model  f(H>  us  to 
adopt.  With  regard  to  the  Motion,  I 
may  say  the  Goverament  are  of  opinion 
that  there  would  be  a  great  advantage 
in  providing  such  a  Department  as  that 
now  proposed.  We  have  at  our  com- 
mand the  means  of  furnishing  annually 
a  complete  set  of  labour  statistics,  which 
ought  to  be  not  only  as  good  as  can  be 
procured  by  other  countries,  but  the  very 
be&t  information  the  world  can  show.  I 
do  not  agree  with  my  right  hon.  fViend 
opposite  on  one  point.  I  do  not  think 
the  statistios  should  be  confined  en- 
tirely to  the  movement,  remuneration, 
and  distribution  of  labour.  [Mr.  £. 
Stanhofb:  I  did  not  say  that.]  I 
uoderatood  the  right  hon.  Gentlemui 
to  say  that  they  should  be  confined 
entirely  to  the  movement,  remunera- 
tion, and  distribution  of  labour.  [Mr. 
E.  Stanhope  :  But  I  did  not.]  Tl  lere 
are  a  number  of  other  questions  having 
a  most  important  bearing  on  the 
social  condition  of  the  working  classes 
which  might  be  very  useful  to  us,  and 
whioh  might  be  very  welt  dealt  with, 
such  as  comparisons  with  ourselves 
from  year  to  year,  and  comparisons  with 
foreign  countries  as  to  the  commodities 
of  those  countries,  the  cost  of  food,  and 
the  amount  of  taxation  bearing  on 
the  labouring  dasaee  in  them.  There 
are  many  facts  bearing  on  the  daily 
life  of  the  working  classes  -which 
might  very  well  be  bronght  within  the 
scope  and  compass  of  bdul  a  rolnme  as 
I  snggest.  My  hon,  Priend  the  Member 
for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Bart]  has  shown  the 
advantage  these  statistics  would  have 
in  their  bearings  on  arbitration  and  the 
prevention  of  strikes.  I  am  ^ad  to 
think  that  the  relations  between  capital 
and  labour  in  this  country  are  steadily 
growing  better  and  more  harmonious 
year  by  year.  It  is  impossible  to  look 
baok,  as  some  of  us  can,  30  or  40  years 
and  consider  what  were  the  relations  be- 
tween capital  and  labour  then  and  what 
they  are  to-day,  and  not  see  that  there  is 
a  complete  revolution  in  that  respect — in 
the  harmony  that  exists  between  the 
emplOTers  and  employed.  It  has  been 
said  wnmghont  thia  debate  tiiat  Ihsn 
is  great  dimoulty  on  the  part  of  work- 
men in  obtoming  statisMcs  soitable  for 
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ftdr  owa  tMMtoa.  I  woidd  itate  to  Hie 

House  that  the  statutics  which  an  pub- 
liahed  by  the  Trade  Societies  in  this 
countrj  aie  for  raloe,  oompletenees,  and 
aoeuntcy  unriralled.  There  is  notbing^ 
to  ooQi^re  with  them  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world.  There  is  scarcely 
any  Trade  Society  in  the  country  that 
does  not  publish  a  monthly  statement 
and  an  annual  Beport ;  and  the  minute 
accuracy  of  these  Beports  and  the  won- 
derful detail  into  which  they  enter,  and 
Uie  facts  they  give  to  those  who  are 
interested  in  wem,  are  really  surpriring. 
Very  few  Members  of  this  House,  I  am 
afraid,  are  aoquaiated  with  the  extent 
to  which  these  SocietieB  are  known 
throughout  the  vorld.   Take  the  Amal- 

famated  Society  of  Eogineers.  It  has, 
think,  something  like  50,6S1  members 
on  its  books.  It  has  4S0  branches,  307 
of  which  are  in  Englaod,  42  in  SeoUand.- 
14  in  Ireland,  10  in  Australia,  3  in  New 
Zealand,  2  in  Queensland,  7  in  Canada, 
1  in  Malta,  I  in  Bombay,  42  in  the 
Uoibed  States  of  America,  and  1  in 
France.  The  Society  gives  a  monthly 
aooouttt  of  the  state  of  trade  in  every 
place  in  which  it  has  a  branch.  It  ^ves 
the  condition  of  trade,  the  number  of 
days  the  trade  is  working,  and  it  is 
surprising  ths  aceuraoy  and  fulness 
vita  which  all  the  details  relating  to 
engine«n  are  given  in  tiiat  Beport.  I 
beueve  that  in  1884  tihe  outlay  of  the 
Sootetj  was  £172,841.  A  reference  was 
made  by  the  hoa.  Gentleman  the  Uem- 
ber  for  Botherham  (Mr.  A.  H.  D. 
Aoland)  to  the  amounts  given  in  chari- 
table subscriptions  to  the  relief  of  the 
working  classes.  Let  me  point  out  to 
the  House  the  amount  that  was  ex- 
pended in  the  way  of  eelf-help  by  this 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Engineers  in 
1888.  Under  the  head  ''Donations, 
ooBtiogent,  sending  members  to  situa- 
ttons,  and  beds  to  non-free  members," 
the  amount  expended  was  £62,S10; 
ttnder  the  head  "  Sick  benefit,  stewards, 
and  medical  certiacatea,"  £29,074;  "Su- 
perannuation," £30,519;  "Funerals," 
£8,253;  ''Aocidents,"  £2,100;  *<  arants 
to  the  Benevfdent  Fund,"  £3,297; 
"  Grants  to  our  own  and  other  trades, 
loss  of  tools  by  fire,  Parliamentaiy  Oom- 
mitteea,  and  insurance,"  £20,579.  That 
Society  distributed  amongst  its  members, 
in  1878,  in  a  time  of  exceptional  dis- 
tress, nearly  £2*0,000.  That,  therefore, 
shows  that  there  is  no  lack  of  statistical 
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ahililj  on  the  part  •(  flie  w«l»g 
classes.  Noting  surmised  meso  mm^, 
when  I  was  engaged  in  bringmg  be- 
fore the  House  in  1872,  1873,  sod 
1674  the  case  of  the  factory  operatirei 
for  a  reduction  of  the  hoars  of  laboor, 
as  the  wonderful  statistics  concerning 
the  hours  of  labour,  and  all  the  aitidw 
of  production  and  other  facts  of  intenit, 
which  they  placed  before  me.  I  bdieis 
I  could,  at  this  moment,  obtain  as  gosd 
statietics  from  the  operative  cotton  sinn- 
nera  and  weavers  of  Lancashire,  aad 
from  the  weavers  of  Yorkshire— as  good 
and  as  rapid  st^sties  as  I  eould  ebtaii 
in  a  D^witmeat  of  the  Board  of  Trails. 
We  seed  not,  I  reaUy  think,  is  dii 
matter  trouble  the  House  to  appi^  i 
Select  Committee.  If  any  adTantagi 
were  to  be  gained  by  it,  I  would  eap- 
port  the  Amendment  of  the  right  boa. 
Gentleman ;  bat  whea  I  come  to  ingnin 
in  the  Department  as  to  what  eonld  be 
done  and  what  ought  to  be  done,  ss 
what  information  we  eould  give,  I  vu 
told  that  there  had  already  been  a  De- 
partmental Committee,  on  which  the 
Treasury  and  the  Board  of  Trade  bad 
■at  for  some  time  and  examined  into 
statistios.  A  Beport  was  made,  and  tb* 
Committee  had  agreed,  two  yean  sgo, 
that  aome  statistics  of  this  ohanetd 
ought  to  be  published — that  they  venid 
be  fbund  embedded  in  Blue  Bm^ 
and  scattered  thronghooi  thousandi  ti 
volume^  never  yet  collected  andcdlilsd, 
and  that  all  that  was  needed  was  tbe 
necessary  staff  of  asnstanta  to  easUa  oi 
to  make  an  excellent  oollection  of  stati«> 
tics.  This  is  an  extract  from  the  Be- 
port made  in  1883  by  the  Departmratal 
Committee,  on  which  tho  Tnosmy,  nd 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Coaton* 
were  represented — 

"  W«  recommend  that,  in  ^viog  vp  tb 
misoellMieotu  itatistlDa  of  the  United  Kiiis^>*> 
the  Commeroial  Deputmeat  of  tbe  Boud 
Trade,,  or  a  Centi^  Stataatical  DeMitn«ot, 
should  Bubstitate  a  volume  to  be  calied  aKiie 
such  title  as  ThiMitedtantmu  Stati$tia  o/Tn^ 
inch  volume  or  part  to  inelnde  eudi  peraenbB 
M  to  home  ooosiimptioa  oi  British  sod  In>^ 
produce  and  nanufaotDTM,  and  ai  to  jbm, 
wa^es,  f  reighta,  and  other  tnda  topici  ai  mj 
be  judged  expedient  Irora  time  to  tim*." 

Now,  Sir,  with  that  Report  before  I 
can  hardly  see  why  we  need  to  appoint 
a  Committee  to  inquire  farther.  Uve 
did,  it  would  inevitably  involve  a  ooa- 
siderable  loss  of  time,  and  the  GoV' 
mittae  vf  ould  be  at  a  loss  what  remsdy  to 
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pMsonbe.  I  vwy  mnoh  doubt  whcthos  ' 
anj  GoumhtM  oould  either  lay  dovn  i 
precisely  vKat  ought  to  be  the  remedy, 
«r  prescribe  the  Hmtts  up  to  which  Buoh 
BO  annaal  review  should  go.  Xhat  must 
d^end  very  much  upon  the  nuitwuU  at 
our  command.  Now,  if  we  ean  agree  to 
the  production  of  aoeh  a  volume  as  I 
hope  we  shaU  agree  upon  to-night,  I 
^uld  like  it  to  do  mm  than  provide 
merely  labour  statifitioa  and  proes.  We 
ought  to  give  prominence  to  Oolonial 
Btatistioe — we  ought  to  point  out  to  the 
Tast  masses  of  our  population  the  beet 
fields  for  emigration.  I  may  here  say 
that  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Bryce)  has  altered 
into  the  project  most  warmly,  and  that 
we  are  of  opinion  that  we  oug^t  to  utilise 
our  Diplomatic  Consular  Services  in  this 
matter  much  more  effectually  than  we 
have  hitherto  done.  Earl  Oraarille,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Holyoake,  15  or 
20  years  Ago,  obtained  some  excellent 
Diploanatio  Returns  as  to  foreign  trade, 
which  were  supplied  from  time  to  time. 
They  ware  aoeepiaUe,  aot  only  to  the 
irorkingelaswSfbttttoagreatmaayefthe 
people  of  thisoonntry.  They  wwe issued 
BCit  periodieaUy,  but  at  intervals,  just 
as  they  came 'to  haod.  There  was  no 
kind  of  order  or  plan  about  them.  To 
get  aaylhiDglike  statistics  from  theseBa- 
turns  and  from  the  ordinary  Blue  Books 
would  baffle  even  the  most  unweaided 
Member  of  this  House.  The  three-year 
limit  £or  the  produobion  of  these  Beturns 
would  be  altogether  unsuitable.  What 
we  want  ia  to  give  not  only  statistics  of 
■  bouraof  labonr,kiad8of  prodnotu»n»  fields 
for  emigration,  and  ioformation  we  can 
obtain  the  Diplomatic  and  Oonso- 
lar  Servioes,  but  we  want  to  ^et  some 
of  the  wonderful  results  oiiodividualand 
co-operative  e£Ebrt  amongst  the  working 
fjlasses  of  the  country.  X  received  a 
deputatton  a  few  days  ago,  in  which 
the  operatives  of  Lancashire  were  re- 
presented. One  or  two  of  the  represen- 
tatives spoke  of  the  wholesale  trading  In 
MaDahester.  The  working  men  in  Man- 
obester,  in  the  wholesale  Co-operative 
Stores,  turn  over — that  ia  to  say,  sell  and 
distribute —something  like  £5,000,000 
in  ralae  ev«i7  yeas  in  the  Co-operative 
Stores  alone.  Their  co>«pMative  bank- 
ing last  year  amounted  to  £16,000,000 ; 
aM,  witfatn  a  radius  of  20  or  80  miles 
of  Hanehester,  more  than  £20,000^000 
were  tocaed  over  l^  tbe  Go'Opentim 
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Stores.  Sarely,  tiiis  expflrimsat,  not 
only  in  distiibirtiaB,  but  industrial  co- 
operation, should  be  brought  ont  in  the 
volume.  It  is  most  important  that  the 
good  work  doing  in  a  particular  loealitj 
uiould  eome  to  the  knovE  ledge  of  work- 
ing men  generally — that  it  should  ba 
held  up  as  an  example  to  the  indnstnal 
oommuttity.  Taka  the  case  of  BwldiBg 
Sooietiss ;  take  the  ease  we  aaw  akatA 
in  2^0  Tme*  this  m<niiiag — that  the 
children  in  Manohaster  oontributed  last 
year  to  the  Pmny  Banks  in  ManohestM: 
more  than  £35,000.  All  these  facts 
ought  to  be  gathered  together,  and  pat  in 
as  cheap  and  swiple  and  comprehensive 
a  form  as  possible,  so  that  they  can  be 
oiroulated  through  every  dub  and 
Meohanlcs'  Institution  and  Free  library 
in  the  eountry.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  said 
to  the  House  that  this  will  not  be  a 
very  easy  task;  but  what  should  we 
do  in  tike  firi^  instance  ?  I  agree 
that  we  had  better  not  be  too  ambi- 
tious—that what  we  do  we  should 
do  well.  We  had  better  have  fever 
atatiatioi,  aad  luire  tkem  tonnd  and 
eorreet,  than  a  great,  balky  Tolame. 
What  we  eaBd<^(w  what  wa  think  va 
can  do— lie  thi&  We  can  gather  up  the 
statistics  of  the  last  60  ^ars,  and  get 
tt^ether  in  one  volume  something  tike 
an  historioal  statement  of  comparison 
of  the  £aots  affecting  labour,  wages,  and 
prices  whidi  are  to  be  found  in  the  Blue 
Books.  [An  hon.  Mbmqbb  t  A^cul- 
tural  labour  also.]  An  bou.  Member 
says  of  agrioaltural  labour.  Well, 
agrioultural  labour,  should  be  shown  in 
thoBetam  just  aa  much  as  uidustrial 
labour.  There  ought  to  be  no  diffMenoe 
in  the  matten  It  would  be  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  thing  to  have  put 
before  us  such  statistic^  evidence  as  wd 
have  uk  'tke  library  ef  tiiia  House  in 
theBeporta  and  praoeedii^  of  Bojral 
ObouDnssioners  and  other  authorities 
daring  the  past  &0  years.  Then,  as  I 
say,  the  House  musit  bear  in  mind  the 
nature  of  the  woric  to  be  done.  Tbere 
ai-e,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out, 
about  13,000,000  men,  women,  and 
children  earning  wages  ia  the  United 
Kiagdom.  The  cumber  of  induatoies 
to  be  dealt  with  ia  not  less  than  8,000. 
Wetl,  ^1  this  cannot  be,  aeoompliehed 
at  oneet  It  must  be  of  growth.  For 
one  thiag,  the  nert  Ceasus  should  be  aji 
Ijidustri^  Omuus,  a  thing  wbioh  hao 
nofchitherta  bem  oanded'e^tf 
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It  Sv  qttHe' pOBriibla  thai  'wfaen  we  fatrd 
xoade  our  experimieirt,  and  published 
two  or  three  volomes,  titiat  theo  a  Oom- 
miitee  dunild  b«  appointed.  A  Com- 
mittee wiould  be  uflectal  then  to  consider 
whether  we  had  published  too  muob  or 
too  little,  and  to  point  oat,  if  Beooessacj, 
what  we  had  to  amand,  and  how  we 
were  to  do  it.  We  should  then,  pro- 
bahfy,  know  whether  or  not  we  had  made 
a  proper  digaet;  but  it  does  seem  to 
118  that- the  rigfit  tiling  to  do  now  is  at 
oooe  to  appoint  this  staffs  and  set  them 
on  the  work,  foeoause,  if  anything'  is 
to  be  brought  oat  in,  ISftT,  it  i»  not  a 
moment  too  soon  to  commence  now,  in 
order  to  hare  oorrect  and  tabulated 
statistics.  I  have  applied  to  the 
Treasury,  and  while  I  am  as  nluctant 
as  any  Hemboir  of  this  House  to  iocrur 
any  additional  expense— for  I  believe 
not  only  the  state  of  trade,  but  our 
finances,  require  that  we  ahoold  be 
eoonomical  in  all  respects,  and,  in 
the  publication  of  Betams  amongst 
other  things,  I  think  with  other  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  tiiere  has  been  a 
great  waste  in  the  past*^I  think  there 
will  be  no  diffieulty  f^m  the  point  of 
view  of  the  llVeaanry  in  getting  this 
work  done.  I  tiiink  that  with  a  staff 
tibat  vonld  ooat  no  more  than  £1,000 
a^^ear,  we  eouid  prodaoe  the  resulfs 
that  the  htm.  Kember  (Hr.  Bmdlaugh) 
haa  asked  for.  We  are  prepared  at  fmoe 
to  undertake  the  work.  I  trust  the 
right  hon.  Qentliemaa  opposite  will  not 
wish  us  to  go  to  a  division  on  the 
questton«  beoause  we  feel  in  f^e  Board 
of  Trade  that  the  right  thing  is  rather 
to  make  a  beginning,  and  deal  with  the 
material  that  we  have,  than  to  wait  for 
further  inquiry.  Our  diflfioulty  in  the 
first  isBtanoe  will  be  rather  that  we 
have  too  much  thui  too  little  material ; 
but  I  think  t^at  if  the  matter  is  left  to 
tiie  statlstioiane  at  the  head  of  the  De- 
partments, they  will  be  able  to  produce, 
early  next  year,  such  a  volume  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  would 
apfHwe  of.  I  should  like  to  aay  one 
word  more— and  I  am  aeny  at  this  hour 
to  do  so— on  the  urgew^  ud  imporC- 
ance  of  our  doing  all  we  can  to  ^ud- 
date  this  great  qnestion.  It  must  never 
be  forgotten,  how  important  to  the 
settlement  of  the  labour  question  is  the 
oonsidevatioB  of  the  proportion  of  popn- 
lalilon  to  employment  and  production  in. 
thi«count«y.  Wa  mivt  not  limit  otir- 
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s^ei  too  maeh  to  isdnsttiid  tsnlin. 
At  the  begianing  oi  "dns  oentary,  Grett 
Britain  had  a  population  ol  Bonetfaiiig 
like  10^500,^0.  What  has  htppeiwd 
during  the  past  fed  yems-  is  •omc^itag 
tlmt  is  unparalleled  in  thelnBlnrjoflke 
world.  >We  have  iooreadedourpopok- 
tion  thraefbld  in-  65  yeam.  Out  pepdi- 
tionianowfmm  ftl^OO,o6o  to33,000^. 
At  the  beginoiog  of  the  century,ili*e 
were -BomatSuBg  Ike.  000,000  of  tage 
etraws  in  th»  ofiuntey;  2,QOO,00(h  of 
these,  or  a  half,  were  emi^yed-iBafri- 
Qultura,  and  the  otiiar  half  in  iodni&I 
emfrioymeiit.  'What  iri  the  cass  nov? 
Why,  insteail  of  half  being  empli^ed 
in  agtionltorev  «aly  one-eigldh-Qt  one- 
seventh  so  employed,  asd  sewn- 
eighths  are  now  employed  in  indostnil 
oocupationB.  But  we  must  not  foEg^ 
another  fact — nam^y,  that  wbilit 
have  increased  the  population  emjdejed 
in  iodustrial  pmsiiits  froas  2,000,000-to 
something  like  8,000,000,  the-  ptodoc- 
tive  capacity  of  6T<erj  indindnsl  tkas 
multiplied  sometbing- like  threefold.  I 
know  industries  -myself  in  wkieh  40 
yeturaago  a  eiogle  indiriidiial  was  oil; 
prodiieiBg  the  1-^Oth  pert  of  «hst  i 
man  or  woman  (tan  now-  prodme.  W'^, 
it  is  a  very  grave  question  totkia4»ni- 
try  whether  w»  ean  go  on  inonsnf 
the  prodnctioB  of  manafaotwss,  ma^ 
making  earaiAves  one  vast  wttdadupjto 
an  nnlimitad  Kitant  and  far  aw.  & 
is  an  eaormoae  question  wbethor  ve 
can  go  on  employing  this  vast  inereaaD^ 
Dopalatton  at  the  same  rate  that  re 
Kave  been  employiqg  them  during  tlie 
past  85  years.  It  is  something  to  oon- 
sider  that,  80  years  heoce,  the  popidi- 
tioa  of  these  Islands,  instead  of  beog 
32,000,000,  may  be  from  10Q,000,W«to 
110,000,000.  That  is  something  vs 
hardly  like  to  ooDtenplate.  The  pii|lii- 
Utaott  would  undoubtedly  be  sooe'^ 
too  thick  on  the  gvound  ;  and  it  moM  be 
remembtted  that  whilst  we  have  bem 
increasing  «ut  populatien  at  this 
onr  towns  hare  been  wEtendiag,  aad 
railways,  and  houses,  aad  pnfo 
been  subtracted  from  the  wea  U  dte 
land,  4hat  we  cannot  inraeass  enr  teiri- 
tory  one  inch ;  and  that,  after  sH, 
liahmea  have  to .  look  not  only  at  tiie 
very  small  area  tbat  they  hsve  in  oilti- 
vattoa  at  home,  and  to  those  mat  ibAib- 
tries  which  have  brought  as  to  this  lii^ 
state  of  prosperity,  bat  to  tbat  Otsater 
Britain,  OHT  vaat  Ooldoiesr  'to  ii»citt» 
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tbe  prosperity  of  our  people.  I  hope 
the  Houae  will  conwDt  to  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member;  and  I  believe  that 
whatever  we  do  to  enlighten  and  guide 
Booh  tt  TOSt  working  population  as  ours, 
vill  oontribuie  mudi  not  onlyto  putting 
a  Bbop  to  strife  amongst  ub,  but  to  in- 
oreasing  o>ur  prosperity  and  helping  to 
naainiain  the  unity  and  integrity  of  the 
Empire. 

Ma.  BABTLET:  I  should  like  to  say 
one  word  on  this  sufajeot,  because  it  is  a 
matter  on  which  it  is  gratifying  to  feel 
that  most  of  us  are  in  fall  agreement 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Bradlaugh).  I  have  for  many 
years  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject of  labour  statistics,  and  I  believe  it 
18  very  important  indeed  that  the  country 
should  possess  full  and  accurate  details 
of  those  statistics.  It  is  for  tbe  very 
reason  that  I  think  it  so  important 
that  we  should  have  them,  that  I 
think  the  House  should  support  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Horncasile  (Mr. 
"E.  Btanhope).  What  would  be  the  eCFect, 
realty  and  practically,  of  our  carrying 
the  Kesolution  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  ?  We  should  simply  pass 
Bn  abstract  Kesolution  which  would  be 
carried  oat  or  not  acccwding  to  the  will 
or  wish  of  certain  Government  ofhcials. 
AVe  really  want  this  matter  carried  out 
properly  and  effectually ;  and  when  we 
consider  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has 
given  US  a  most  eloquent  dissertation 
upon  this  subject  for  nearly  an  hour, 
touching  on  nearly  every  point  con- 
nected with  labour,  to  show  what  a  vast 
Bubjeot  it  is,  can  we  expect  the  Govern- 
ment and  officials  of  any  Office  to 
take  up  tbe  subject  efficiently  and 
thoroughly,  as  we  wish  it  to  be  taken 
np,  without  guiding  lines  on  the  part  of  a 
Committee?  To  have  this  work  properly 
and  efilectually  done,  we  cannot  fail  to 
see  the  importance  of  having  a  really 
detent  Committee  thoroughly  to  tabu- 
late the  system,  and  to  guide  those  who 
will  have  to  carry  it  out.  I  trust,  there- 
ftwe,  that  the  Hoase  will  support,  with- 
out hesitation,  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Homcastle,  and  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  will  recede 
to  the  position  he  took  np  at  first 
when  he  agreed  to  this  Committee.  If 
he  does  tBs,  I  believe  we  ehaU  move 


much  more  rapidly  in  a  work  whidh 
will  be  of  great  use  to  the  labouring 
oommunity  at  the  present  time. 

Ma.  THOEOLD  EOGERS :  I  hare 
once  or  twioe  complained  in  this  House, 
during  the  short  period  I  have  had  ex- 
perience of  it,  of  the  irrepressible  loqua- 
city and  irrelevance  of  the  two  Front 
Benohes.  I  listened  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Mundella)  with  that 
attention  which  I  always  give  to  his 
experience  and  knowledge,  and  failed 
to  discern,  except  on  two  or  three  ooea- 
sions,  the  faintest  grasp  of  the  subject 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Northamp- 
ton {Mr.  Bradlaugh)  has  introduced. 
He  told  US  a  great  deal  of  what  work- 
men have  done ;  but  what  we  wanted 
to  know  was  how  we  con  get  informa- 
tion about  what  workmen  earn,  and 
how  they  could  spend  their  money. 
Upon  these  points  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  not  condescend  to  give  Txa 
much  information.  I  listened  for  a 
time  to  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gendeman  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope),  who  certainly  gave  us  full 
information  of  the  full  extent  of  his 
ignorance  on  the  subject.  He  told  us 
something  about  the  labour  statistics  of 
parts  of  America,  and  the  guesses  which 
are  made  in  certain  places.  Did  he  ever 
look  through  the  labour  statistics  of 
Illinois  ?  Did  he  ever  look  through 
those  of-  Massachusetts  P  [^Lsuffhter.'] 
I  have  done  so.  Hon.  Gentlemen  are 
humorous :  it  is  rare  that  they  are. 
But  I  would  remark  that  I  have  for  a 
good  many  years  troubled  myself  with 
the  history  of  labour,  and  particularly 
with  the  history  of  labour  m  England. 
Now,  I  beg  to  say  that  throughout  the 
whole  of  my  researches  throng  the  his- 
tory of  labour  in  Sogland,  I  find  that 
for  the  last  50  years  nothing  is  to  be 
found  but  guesses  on  the  part  of  public 
men.  There  were  tolerably  correct 
guesses  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Giffen,  and 
tolerably  correct  guesses  on  the  part  of 
Sir  James  Caird ;  but  absolutely  correct 
information  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
working  classes  of  this  country — as  to 
what  they  earn,  and  how  they  can  spend 
their  earnings — is  not  given.  I  have 
searched  through  the  Blue  Books  for 
what  is  wanted  in  vain.  Some  imper- 
fect information  has  been  given  by  a 
Member  of  this  House  on  the  subject- 
that  is  to  say,  by  the  senior  Mem- 
ber for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  TiUiers). 
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These,  I  think,  were  about  the  last  sta- 
tistics on  the  subject  of  agricuHnral 
labour  that  we  have  had ;  bnt  although 
they  bare  been  useful  to  me  in  mj 
study  of  the  question,  I  tell  you  that  a 
more  barren  waete  of  time,  bo  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  position  of  the  working 
clasaesand  the  wages  they  earn,  than  the 
study  of  public  documents  in  England 
cannot  be  oOnoeiTed.  Now,  Sir,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Mundella)  wishes 
lis  to  approach  this  Eubject  iu  the  way  in 
which  the  Americans  approach  it.  Sir, 
I  b^  to  say  that  the  fitatistics  referred 
t(H— those  of  the  States  of  MaEsachusetts 
and  Illinois — are  of  enormous  value  to 
the  people  of  America,  and  they  would 
also  be  to  the  people  of  England.  One 
of  the  effects  of  reading  them  would  be 
to  disabuse  Englishmen's  minds  of  the 
idea  that  it  would  be  better  f6r  them  if 
they  wentto  aland  of  Protection.  I  know 
of  nothing  more  deplorable  than  the  de- 
Boription  given  in  the  statistics  of  Illinois 
of  the  filthy  and  miserable  dens  in  which 
the  people  of  the  great  city  of  Chicago 
live,  the  prices  they  have  to  pay,  and 
the  burdens  put  Upon  them.  I  think, 
if  people  in  this  country  had  the  means 
of  knowing  what  is  done  in  foreign 
oountries,  that  they  would  think  twice 
or  thrice  before  they  changed  their  con- 
dition in  this  country  for  a  life  in  Ame- 
rica or  elsewhere.  I  have  studied  the 
condition  of  labour  in  Aaierica.  I  have 
been  on  the  spot,  and  have  given  to  the 
question  the  greatest  care  I  could  bestow 
apon  it,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  in- 
formation which  the  hon.  Uentleman 
{Mr.  Bradlaugh)  has  demanded  would 
be  of  the  greatest  value.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Horn- 
castle (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  thinks  that 
this  question  should  be  investigated  by 
a  Select  Committoo.  I  know,  Sir,  from 
my  small  experience  in  this  House,  what 
a  referenco  to  a  Select  Committee  means. 
It  means  burking  the  question.  ["  No, 
no !  "1  Oh,  yes,  it  does.  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  tell  me  of  a  single  frag- 
ment of  good  that  the  bulky  volumes 
containing  the  Beports  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Agriculture  have  done  to 
agriculture  f  I  say  that  in  questions  of 
uas  nature  a  fl^eot  Committee  is  sheer 
waste  of  time  and  money.  The  fact  is 
that  nersons  are  appointed  as  Members 
of  Select  Committees  who  know  nothing 
about  the  subject  to  be  inquired  into  — 
a  Seleot  Committee  is  generall;^  com- 

I^r,  Bartley 


posed  of  people  who  want  to  get  upon 
it,  who  want  to  be  enlightened,  and 
who  want,  perhaps,  to  make  elaborats 

speeches — such  as  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Mr.  Mundella)  has  made  to-night.  But 
I  repeat  that  scarcely  anything  of  good 
has  ever  come  from  the  costly  inqniry 
upon  agriculture.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  will  examine  the  Masaachu- 
setts  Reports,  he  will  6nd  there  we 
piece  of  information  that  is  very  ia- 
fitructive— namely,  that  fte  cotton  in- 
dustry does  not  pay  better  wages  than 
the  people  of  Luicashire  are  earning, 
and  that  the  people  engaged  in  it  have 
to  pay  60  per  cent  more  than  we  do 
for  the  necessaries  of  life.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  take  the  matter 
into  consideration,  and  refer  to  the 
Massachusetts  statistics,  he  will  see  that 
the  information  desired  can  be  verj 
speedily  obtained.  'VThether  the  staff 
of  the  Department  is  so  overworked  that 
it  cannot  do  this  upon  the  large  snm 
which  it  receives  every  year,  I  will  leave 
to  the  House  to  determine  ;  but  I  sftj 
that  the  task  is  easy,  and  the  machinery 
ready,  and  Uiat  if  we  can  get  the  infor- 
mation we  require  in  the  form  de%ribed, 
it  will  be  far  more  valuable  than  it  wonid 
be  if  it  were  published  in  a  Blue  Book. 
An  hon.  Friend  of  mine,  epeakiog  of 
the  difficulty  of  getting  information, 
asked  what  became  of  the  Blue  Books. 
They  are,  when  not  sent  to  Working 
Men's  C^ubs,  devoted  to  the  uses  « 
waste  paper.  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  the  pains  I  have  taken  to  get 
information  in  this  House  about  labour 
have  been  intense  and  constantly  use- 
leas.  We  have  no  information  on  the 
subject,  and  we  want  to  have  it,  be- 
cause in  the  knowledge  we  ask  for  is 
hound  up  the  progress  of  the  working 
men  themselves,  and  also  the  future 
commercial  condition  of  the  country.  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Horncastle  will  not  imagine  that 
when  I  speak  contemptuously  of  Select 
Committees,  I  think  he  is  desirous  of 
postponing  information  on  the  subject 
The  character  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man renders  that  impossible.  Finallji 
what  is  wanted  can,  I  believe,  be  done 
with  the  greatest  ease.  I  am  certain 
that  it  can  be  done  with  the  greatest 
possible  advantage,  and  I  am  also  cer- 
tain that  if  you  carry  out  the  proposal 
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of  the  hoB.  Member  i<>t  Nosthampton 
(Mr.  Brftdlaugh),  you  wiU  imprass  tke 
'wcHrling  elasaes  the  country  vith  the 
idea  that  you  mean  business  and  not 
mere  talk. 

Hb.LANI!:  Sir.IhaTeformanyyears 
lioen  a  doae  student  of  labour  statistics, 
and  I  am  one  of  those  few  Members  to 
whom  the  hon.  Member  ios  Northamp- 
ton (Mr.  Bradtaugh)  refeired  as  receir- 
ing  regularly  the  ^Reports  of  the  Wash,- 
ingtou  Government)  which  ioolude  these 
etatistics.  I  am  surprised  at  Geutlemeu 
who  have  ^k^sq  tbis  erening  ahowlog 
auch  a  d^Iorable  ignorance  on  this 
great  subject — ^ignoraDoo  with  regard 
to  documents  published  by  Foreiga 
Oovemments  on  the  subject  ol  labour, 
and  in  tha  interests  of  the  trade,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures  of  the  United 
States.  On  one  occasion,  when  I  had 
the  privilege,  as  I  may  call  it,  of  having 
been  summoned  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Duke  of  Hiohmond's  CommiBsion, 
having  brought  with  me  to  support  my 
eridenco  some  publications  of  the  Sta- 
tistical Bureau  of  the  United  States,  I 
was  very  much  surprised  to  see  the 
complete  ignorance  on  the  part  of  Mem- 
bers of  the  CommiesioQ  with  regard  to 
those  publications.    I  was  last  year  also 
a  witness  before  the  Select  Committee 
of  this  House  which  inquired  into  the 
Irish  Industries,  before  which  it  was 
necessary  to  produce  some  of  these  pub 
lieatioQs,  and  on  tbat  Committee,  with 
the  exception  of  a  Qentleman  not  now  in 
tJiis  House,  who  represented  Dublin 
City,  I  did  not  find  any  Members  con- 
versant with  the  extent  to  which  statis- 
tical information  is  supplied  by  the 
United  States  Government.    So  far.  Sir, 
as  I  have  been  able  to  follow  the  debate 
of  this  evening — aud  I  have  done  so  very 
closely — I  have  not  perceived  that  any 
hon.  Member  is  aware  of  the  fact 
that  the  Federal  Govemmeot  publishes 
these  statistics,  not  only  of  the  United 
States,  but  for  foreign  countries  also. 
The  hon.  Member  bas,  in  my  opinion, 
introduced  odo  of  the  most  import- 
ant subjects  that  have   come  before 
this  House  for  a  long  time,  and  he  ha-^, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  referred  to 
the  statistics  of  the  States  of  Illinois  and 
Massachusetts.  I  must  say  that  I  was 
very  glad  to  observe  the  spirit  in  which 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  was  received  by  tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 


Board  of  Trqde;  and  cutainly  I  was 
surprised  at  t^o  unwarranted  and  nn- 
varrantahle  attack  made  «n  th0  right 
hon.  Gentlemim  by  the  hon.  Membv 
who  preceded  me ;  because  it  must  be  in 
the  experience  of  Members  who  hare 
sat  in  this  House  for  a  number  of  years 
that,  whenever  theright  hon.  Gentleman 
dealt  with  complicated  quesdona  of  this 
kind,   he  showed,   as   he   has  dene 
this  evening,  a  thorough  grasp  of  the 
subject.    I  thiuk  th^e  are  very  few 
branches  of  tliia  questioa  of  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  ahow  that 
he  had  a  full  and  thorough  appreciation. 
Sir,  I  think  the  House  will  make  a  very 
great  mistake  if  it  accepts  the  Amend- 
meat  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  Front  O^tosition  Boidbu  I 
should  not  have  ventured  to  stand  up 
this  Conmiittee,  alter  what  has  been  said 
by  the  right  hon*  Qwtleman  {Mr.  Mun- 
della),  were  it  not  that  I  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  impress  upon  him  the  vital 
necessity  of  haviog,  in  any  statistios 
which  he  may  give  us,  information  as  to 
the  labour  statistics  of  foreign  countries. 
That  is  a  point  which  I  think  has  not 
been  touched  upon  by  other  speakers  in 
the  oourse  of  this  debate ;  and  if  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton is  accepted  in  its  present  form, 
it  does  not  bind  the  Department  to  fur- 
nish that  information,  because  it  does 
not  include  the  words  "foreign  eoun- 
tiies."    Well,  Sir,  I  would  include  fo^ 
reign  countries  and  the  Colonies.  This 
questim  of  labour  statistics  is  really  not 
a  labouriog- man's  question  alone ;  it  is 
a  question  which  ounoeros  the  whole 
community.   It  is  a  question  which  im- 
mediatelyooncerns  theconstituencyof  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton,  which 
is  a  great  manufacturing  constituency, 
and  it  also  indirectly  concerns  the  con- 
stituency which  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent  (Cork  County,  Eaat),  which  is 
not  one  of  the  maaufaoturing  constitu- 
enoies  in  Ireland ;  and  were  it  nob  for 
that  I  should  not  have  intervened  in  this 
debate,  which,  up  to  the  present  time, 
has  been  sustained  by  Bnglish  Members 
only.    We  all  know  ^  it  is  a  matter 
which  has  lately  been  brought  very  un- 
pleasantly under  our  notice— that  manu- 
faotures  and  trade  in  this  country  have 
come  down  to  a  very  low  point.   It-  ha^ 
been  rnshing  to  adimax  for  a  very  long 
time  past-^  may  almost  say  it  has 
reached  its  climax  already,  because  I  do 
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not  see  how  it  can  ffo  anj  lower  without 
some  acoesBion  to  the  forces  which  have 
brought  it  about,  which  at  present  are  not 
^scernible.  Owiog  to  the  great  depres- 
sion of  trade,  there  has,  of  course,  oeen 
a  fall  in  the  prices  of  agrrictiltural  pro- 
duce, which  is  necessarily  concerned. 
This  question  has  been  already  very 
forcibly  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House,  aad  I  think  we  shouM  continue 
to  give  it  our  most  serious  consideration. 
"We  have  at  the  present  moment,  by  tho 
grace  of  the  new  Government,  a  Royal 
Commisnon  on  the  Depression  of  Trado. 
Kow,  Sir,  I  imagine  that  the  work  of 
that  Commission  would  only  be  half 
done  if  it  did  not,  by  some  means  or 
otheff  endeavour  to  ascertain  what  is 
tlio  cause  of  depression  in  several 
branches  of  English  trade  at  home,  and 
come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  what  is  ope- 
rating against  EngUsh  trade  and  manu- 
factures. The  question  of  wages  and  the 
state  of  trade  in  countries  which  are 
compettDg  with  Great  Britain  in  foreign 
markets,  and  closing  our  factories  at 
home,  I  need  not  say  is  one  of  the  very 
greatest  importance.  I  think  we  should 
not  be  asked  to  come  to  conclusions  apon 
one-sided  evidence.  If  we  are  asked, 
as  I  expect  we  may  possibly  be  asked, 
to  decide  what  is  wrong  with  the  English 
manufacturing  trades,  and  how  that 
wrong  state  of  affairs  is  to  be  remedied, 
we  cannot  do  that  without  sufficient 
data  as  to  the  state  of  wages  and  the 
state  of  the  markets  of  different  coun- 
tries; and,  therefore,  Sir,  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  has  so  will- 
ingly promised  this  information,  that 
he  wiU  include  in  the  Hetums  to  be 
made  information  in  reference,  not  alone 
to  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  but 
to  Germany,  France,  Belgium,  and  the 
United  States.  Of  course,  I  include  the 
Colonies  already  suggested ;  and  I  think, 
if  we  have  information  from  these  coun- 
tries in  addition  to  our  own,  that  we 
shall  have  sufficient  data  upon  which  we 
may  be  able  to  come  to  a  conclusion. 
Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said, 
and  very  properly  said,  that  it  will  be 
very  difficult  to  ascertain  exactly  infor- 
mation as  to  the  state  of  labour  in  dif- 
ferent countries  and  in  different  markets. 
I  perfectly  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  that  opinion;  out,  Sir, 
the  information  is  bo  vitally  important 
to  this  oountiy  that  we  shoum  not  be  de- 
barred from  seeking  for  it  because  it  may 
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be  difficult  to  obtaht.  Then,  Sir,  I  would 
press  on  the  attention  of  the  light  hon. 
Gentleman  that,  in  getting  infbniu^oa 
from  foreign  countries,  ft;  sbovld  be  re- 
membered by  his  agents  that  the  thnn 
of  commercial  prosperity  and  depreseioa 
are  not  always  coincident  in  diffsrsat 
countries,  and,  therefore,  tb«t  the  stito 
of  the  labour  market  and  the  rate  of 
wages  paid  vaxj.  I  thinks  also,  that 
we  should  have  information  as  to  the 
houiB  of  labour,  the  cost  of  living,  and 
whether  the  labourers  are  paid  by  day 
or  piece  work,  as  well  as  npon  other 
points  bearing  upon  the  anbjeot.  "With 
regard  to  the  means  of  obtaining  dm 
information,  it  has  been  sufi^ested  that 
it  should  be  got  together  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  by  tne  Oonaals  tinongh 
the  Foreign  Office.  When  th^  infonna* 
tion  has  been  obtained  tiirough  these 
Bepartments,  I  think  it  will  be  vwy 
easy  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
put  it  into  a  shape  that  will  be  conve- 
nient as  a  tade  meeum  to  all  those  who 
want  information  on  this  subject.  In 
conclusion,  I  would  ask  the  right  hoa. 
Gentleman  to  be  good  enough  to  say 
that  he  will  try  to  ascertain  these 
as  to  labour  in  foreign  countries,  as  wstt 
as  in  Great  Britain  and  the  Ooloniee. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPB:  Aq  Her  Ka- 
jesty's  Government  are  prepared  to  ua* 
dertake  the  very  great  responsibility  of 
providing  statistics,  although  I  belien 
many  hon.  Gentlemen  are  sot  eafasfied 
with  the  sfattsties  they  propose  to  glv^ 
I  shall  not  put  the  House  to  the  trouUfl 
of  a  division  upon  my  Amendment. 

Ma.  MTJNDELLA :  I  have  distinctl; 
stated  that  we  intend  to  utilize  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Consular  Service  in  order  to 
obtain  stataatios  of  the  labour  market 
abroad. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  wiihirawn. 

Main  Question  put. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
immediftte  itepa  thould  be  takm  to  ensnn  ii 
this  Oouotry-  the  full  and  Rconiate  coUectiontBd 
puUieation  of  Labour  StatisUei. 

TOWN  HOLDINCJS. 

KOTTOir  FOK  A  SELKCT  COUICITTEE. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  beg  to  move  the 

appointment  of  a  Committee — 

"  To  inquire  into  the  terms  of  occupation  aai 
the  compcDsation  for  improvements  WMessed 
by  the  occupiers  of  town  houses  and  faoldmgi  in 
Qnnt  Brft^  and  Ireland." 
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TIio  objed;  I  have  in  view  is  the  ooUee- 
tion  of  infiwiuatioa  upon  which  useful 
IflgislfUBOii  caa  be  based.  The  House 
wiU  lemeuber  that  I  introduced  a  Bill 
on  Uuseubject  sometime  ago^  and  which 
wafronly  rqjeeted  by  eight  votes,  anij 
yrhea  I  moved  fcr  a  Committee  in  the 
la^  FailiaitteKtt  my  Motfion.  was  only  re- 
jected by  one  vote.  The  Government  on 
tiiat  ocoaBion  then  spid  that  th^  did  not 
lite  to  'give  me  a  Committee  solely  for 
Ireland  on  a  subject  which  was  equally 
iflt^estiig  to  Great  Britain.  I  think, 
hoMrever,  that  that  difficulty  has  now 
been 'overcome,  for  the  House  will  re- 
m«imber  that  when  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Mayo  (Mr.  Crilty) 
moved  his  Bill  upon  the  subject,  the 
other  day,  the  whole  Liberal  Party  rose  as 
one  man  and  agreed  to  the  principle,  and 
then  the  Government  consented  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Oommittee  to  inquire 
into  the  whole  matter  as  regards  both 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland-  I  expect, 
therefore,  to  receive  support  for  this  Mo- 
tion not  only  from  below  the  Gangway 
oa  the  Liberal  side,  but  from  the  whole 
Liberal  Party.  As  to  the  subject  itself 
its  importanoe  cannot  be  exaggerated, 
and  it  can  hardly  be  realized  by  people 
who  are  not  familiar  with  the  matter, 
hov  different  we  are  circumstanced  in 
respect  of  this  question  to  people  in  Con- 
tinental countries,  li  hon,  Members 
read  the  Blue  Books  they  will  find 
ample  information  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject. They  will  find  that  in  most  Oon- 
tcnental  countries  people  live  in  freehold 
housee— oertainly  in  Germany  and  Italy. 
The  same  principle  prevails  to  a  great 
extent  also  in  France^  and  although 
tJiere  it  is  not  universal  it  will  be  seen 
that  we  are  in  quite  an  exceptional  posi- 
tion, and  I  contend  that  an  inquiry  into 
the  subject  is  not  only  a  matter  of 
expediency,  but  of  justice.  That  is  to 
say,  that  when  a  tenant  has  improved 
his  house  he  is  entitlod  to  compensation 
in  respect  to  such  improvements  at  the 
end  of  hia  tenancy.  I  therefore  beg  to 
move  for  the  Oommittee,  which  I  think 
will  be  very  valuable  to  occupiers  and 
tenants  of  housea  in  towns,  and  will 
not,  I  think,  be  detrimental  to  the  pro- 
prietors. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposod, 

"  Tliat  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,  '  to 
iwiuin  into  the  terms  of  occupation  and  the 
oompeniation  for  ImpzovemantB  posBMsed  by 
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the  occupiers  of  town  houses  and  holdings  in 
Great  Bntain  and  Ireland.'  " — {Colonel  Ifolan.) 

Ihb  SECKETAJtT  ov  STAiE  ron 
THE  HOME  DEPABTMENT  (Mr. 
Childers)  :  The  Motion  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  ia  certainly  in  acoord- 
ance  with  the  promise  which  was  made 
by  the  Prinae  Minister  on  the  Motion 
that  «  Bill  on  the  subject  should  be  read 
a  second  time.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Prime  Minister  said  that  the 
Government  would  agree  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee.  The  Government 
are  prepared  to  adhere  to  that  promise, 
and,  therefore,  they  will  support  thie 
Motion.  I  have  only  to  say  that  it  must 
be  uuderatood  that  the  inquiry  by  the 
Committee  must  not  travel  beyond  the 
precise  terms  of  the  Beference,  and  that 
it  will  be  no  part  of  the  Committee's  duty 
to  consider  the  subject  of  leasehold  en- 
franchisement, which  waA  spoken  of  on 
the  Bill  referred  to,  but  which  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  Beference  to  this  Oom- 
mittee. That  subject  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with  in  a  specific  manner,  and,, 
therefore,  in  assenting  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  Committee,  tho  Govern- 
ment only  intend  to  assent  to  the  pre- 
cise matters  which  are  mentioned  in  the 
Motion. 

Sir  E.  ASSHETON  CB093 :  It  is 
very  evident  that  the  House  is  deter- 
mined to  obtain  a  ^reat  deal  of  informa- 
tion on  a  vast  variety  of  subjects ;  but 
if  we  go  on  appointing  Committees  as 
rapidly  as  we  have  done  during  the  last 
few  days  there  will  soon  be  very  few 
Members  left  who  are  not  serving  on 
one  Oommittee  or  another,  and  what 
will  become  of  the  Grand  Committees, 
when  the  time  arrives  for  them  to  be  ap- 
pointed,  I  oannot  Miy.  What  has  fallen 
from  the  tight  &on.  Gentleman  is  not 
quite  clear.   This  is  a  Motion — 

"To  inquire  iato  the  terras  ot  oooupaiion  and 
the  compenaation  for  improvements  posBeasod 
by  the  occupiers  of  town  houses  and  holdings  in 
Groat  Britain  and  Ireland," 

which  is  clearly  understood  to  mean  one 
particular  thing ,  but  is  not  to  be  under- 
stood to  be  some  other  thing  which  will 
clearly  come  within  the  words  of  the 
Beference,  and  if  they  are  allowed  ^ 
stand  as  they  are  I  do  not  see  how  the 
Committee  or  the  Government  can  pre- 
vent the  question  of  leasehold  enfran- 
chisement being  inq^uired  into.  Whe- 
ther it  is  riehe  or  whether  .it  is  wrong 
that  leaseh<ud  enfranohisemeni  should 
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b«  iaquired  into-- if  tluse  are  the  term« 
upon  wbicha  Committee  is  to  be  g^nted, 
X  think  that  the  Qovernment  wiil  6nd 
themselves  in  &  difficulty  if  the;  are  to 
stick  to  what  the  right  hon.  G^ntlemaTi 
has  said.  Then,  what  I  waat  to  know  is 
who  ia  to  limit  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  P 
I  tiiink  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
give  us  some  assnrance  that  some  Mem- 
ber of  the  (>0TerDm6nt  will  be  put  on 
the  Committee  to  guide  it  into,  and 
confine  it  to,  those  Ghannels  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  alluded  to. 
Therefore,  I  hope  that  th»e  will  be 
some  more  discussion  than  has  taken 
place,  and  that  there  will  be  some  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government— the  Home  Se- 
cretary himself,  or  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  would,  perhaps,  be  the 
most  suitable  Member — ^placed  upon  the 
Committee.  But,  at  any  rate,  I  think 
the  matter  should  have  some  further 
consideration  by  the  GoTernment  before 
the  Committee  is  granted. 

The  OHANOELLOE  of  the  EXOHE- 
OUEE  fSir  William  Haeooukt)  :  I 
think  it  is  only  fair  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  prepared  to  place  upon 
this  Committee  a  Member  of  the  Go- 
vernment who  will  influence,  as  far  as 
he  can  properly  do  so,  the  course  of  the 
inquiries.  So  far  I  can  give  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir  B.  Assheton 
Cross)  the  assurance  he  aska  for.  I  agree 
very  much  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, also,  that  we  are  granting  our  Com- 
mittees too  fast.  We  are  only  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Session,  and  if  we 
go  on  at  this  rate  we  shall  not  have  any 
Members  left.  If,  however,  there  is  a 
limited  number  of  Members  in  the 
House  there  is  another  body  which  is 
still  more  limited  in  numbers,  and  that 
is  the  Government.  It  may  be,  there- 
fore, that  if  we  attempt  to  put  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government  on  all  of  those 
Committees  the  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment will  be  exhausted  first.  In 
regard  to  what  t^e  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  has  said,  I  think  that  ^is  Befer- 
enee  is  mainly  a  Beference  dealing  with 
couipensatifm  for  imporovements,  and 
that  is  the  subject  whidi  will  be  dealt 
with. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS  -  BEACH  : 
I  think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  answered  the  question  which  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Soutb- 
West  Lancashire  (SirB.  Aasheton  Gross) 
caised.  The  point  of  the  debate  the  otbe^ 

Sir  B.  A»»ht(m  Crou 


day  was  thSs— that  the  tenaata  af  town 
houses  in  Ireland  should  have  t^  smdu 
a^irantagfis  as  the  tenants  of  land,  sod 
should  receive  compaasation  for  t^eir 
improvesaents.  Now,  the  essence  of  the 
leasehold  system  under  which  man; 
houses  in  EngU^  tovrni.  are  hdd  is  that 
there  sh^  be  no  eompensatiom  for  im- 
provements, because  the  land  was  let  oo 
bttildtng  leaaea,  and  the  tenant  is  sup- 
posed to  raoflftTe  all  tiie  advantages  no- 
oessanr  in  the  low  rent  vhieh.  he  psid. 
Sudi  being  the  case,  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
T^er  the  qaestioB  of  tenasreies  in  towns 
to  adnnuaittee  whidiwiU  conttdsroQu- 
penaation  for  improvemants,  btd  not  the 
relation  between  building  lessees  and 
ground  landkirds.  That  appears  to  nte 
to  be  like  the  play  of  MamUt  with 
Hamlet  left  out.  I  cannot  tee  that  vhtt 
has  been  said  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Sur  William  Harooart) 
is  in  accord  with  what  has  fallen  ftom 
the  Home  Secretary  (Mr.  Ohildfn)Taod 
I  hope,  therefore,  th^  we  shall  ban 
some  farther  explanation.  - 

Mr.  MABK  SXEWABT  said,  the 
terms  of  the  Beferenoe  were  net  oleir. 
He  und»>stood  that  the  ooonpetion  of 
town  holdings  was  meant;  wt,  to  u 
iwdinaiy  mind,  the  occupation  of  "ton 
holdings"  meuit  something  muse  tlua 
"  town  houses  uid  appurtenances." 

Mb.  CHILDEBS:  What  I  saidwat 
that  under  this  Beference  it  would  not 
be  possible  for  the  Committee  to  exa- 
mine such  Bk  pri^pOBal  as  the  compulsoTT 
conversion  of  leaseholds  into  freefaoidi 
against  the  wish  of  the  landlord.  lbs 
Committee  will  not  be  able  to  eater  into 
that  matter. 

Me.  MAGNIAC  :  I  am  sorry  Icaanot 
quite  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentlemao^s 
explanation.  I  understand  him  to  m; 
that  the  Committee  would  not  be  able  to 
examine  into  the  question  of  the  proper 
amount  of  compensation  a  tenant  abould 
be  able  to  get  fhim  his  landlord  for  hi> 
improvements.  [Mr.  Oiiiu>er3  :  I  said 
nothing  of  the  sort.]  Well,  it  appean 
to  me  to  be  imposuble  to  fix 
amount  of  compensation  a  tenant  sbooU 
be  entitled  to  unless  yon  examine  into 
the  actual  terms  of  the  tenancy.  I  mod 
say  that  this  Beferenoe  is  drawn  in  the 
very  widest  terms.  There  is  nothing  in 
it  which  will  not  allow  the  Coounittfleto 
consider  anything,  and  I  think  that  in 
granting  this  Committee  we  ejionld  sea 
thatt  we  a>e  not  oreatisg  mw  fmsedoito 
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of  n  danganms  charaetor.  It  »  impos- 
sible to  forget  that  this  Oonimittee  was 
brought  about  fay  a  Bill  whiehcontaiB«d 
one  oi  the  wideat  clauses  ever  broug'ht 
before  this  House ;  and  here  ve  have  a 
Befereooa  to  a  Oommitiee  without  any 
restrictioa.  wliaterer  of  the  langaage  of 
that  maMut*.  It  xeally  appears  to  me 
that  this  matb»  ia  to  fae  tiirowii  dovm  to 
a  0(»niirittoe  to  be  woniod  on  aforo- 
ffODo  oonoln^B,  and  I  think  that  in 
uia  matter  the  Goremmeot  is  not  act- 
ing fairly  to  the  House.  There  was  no 
Member  of  the  GoTernment  who  spoke 
on  the  Bill  the  other  day,  indoding  the 
Prime  Minister,  who  did  nob  magnify 
the  prineiplea  of  it,  and  none  of  them 
expressed,  except  in  the  widest  terms, 
the  extent  to  whioh  it  would  go.  I  do 
think  that  if  the  GoTernment  intend  to 
grant  the  Committee  they  should  have 
takm  the  matter  up  themeelrea,  and 
thai  they  shoold  hare  made  themselTSB 
TBspOBsible  to  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try for  it.  I  mako  no  complaint  agaanat 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Memoer  who  has 
mored  Ae  Bnolution.  The  aubjeot  is 
hie  owa»  and  he  has  always  treated  it  in 
a  mild  aad  busioBBB^ike  manner.  I  bare 
been  surprised,  howerer,  that  such  dan- 
gerous principles  should  come  from  so 
mild  an  hon.  Gentleman.  The  mild- 
ness of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman's 
language  has  had  its  advantages  as  far 
as  he  is  concerned ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  do  think  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  pay  a  little  more 
regard  to  thai  poor  and  almost  forgotten 
seience  called  political  economy,  and  the 
interasta  of  the  oonttryt  than  lAivy  Iwve 
on  this  occasion. 

Ux.  SJBXTON  :  The  Government, 
after  considerable  considenrixon,  have 
entered  into  a  deliberate  arrangement 
on  this  subject;  and  it  aroeara  to  me 
that  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
has  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Magniae)  would 
have  boen  more  relevant  if  he  had  de- 
liv«ed  it  last  "Wednesday.  I  do  not 
know,  however,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  an 
hon.  Member,  when  theGoTcmmentbas 
entered  into  a  solemn  arrangement,  to 
come  down  to  this  House  and  try  to  get 
them  to  upset  it.  If  only  the  mind  of 
the  hon.  Member,  with  his  antiqne  ideas 
of  politiMl  economy,  were  oonsnltcd, 
there  would  probably  be  no  Committees 
at  all.  I  am  aure  that  the  Government ! 
will  arrange  the  oomposittOn  of  the  Com- 1 
nutteeMtMBothrngTeryvtrniatioiuay  I 


''wiil  be  likely  to  come  from  it;  and  I 
submit  respectfully  that  imless  these 
tiro  questions  are  left  in  the  terms  of 
RefM-eoee— namely,  the  terms  of  ooea- 
pation  and  compensation  for  improve- 
ments, there  wilt  be  notking  left  to  !&• 
qmre  into.  They  are  the  essential  ele- 
ments. Take  them  away  aad  tiiere  k 
nothing  kft ;  and  I,  Uwrefare,  appeal 
to  the  Govemmeat  to  carry  out  their 
pieviouB  undertaking. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn,"  —  (JIC*. 
Labouchtre,)—^\x\,,  and  agreed  to. 

House  ftdj*>*"^^  ''t  a  qnartor 
after  One  o'doek. 


HOUSE  01  COMMONS, 
Wiednetdajft  Srd  Sfarehj  1886. 


MINUTES.]— SLrPLT—MM«i(forsrf  in  CommiUee 
— Seiolutiom  [ilarch  1]  rejiorled, 

PoDLtc  BrLts  —  Ordered  —  Firit  Ittading  — 
Boroagh  Fuods*  [122]-  Drowned  Persona 
(Discovery  and  Intermwt)  •  [123];  PaeUa- 
mestary  Franchise*  [124];  Copyright  fWorks 
of  Fine  Art)  •  [12.'i] ;  Actions  for  Debt  (Li- 
mitation) •  [126];  Convoyancing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1874,  Amendment*  [127]. 

Second  Seadinff  —  LAltouren'  (Ireland)  Aoti 
Amendment  [10] ;  XJooIaimed  Depooits  [77] ; 
Coal  j^Iiaea  Regulation  Act  (1372)  Amena* 
ment  [108];  CoiQ  Mines  [92]. 

LABOUKERS'  (IRELAND)  ACTS  AMEND- 

U£NT  BILU— [BtLl.  10.] 
{Mr.  M»^,  Mr.  T.  P.  ffOmmr,  Mr.  WiUimm 
ffSrien,  Mr.  SextM,  Mr  SheeAf.) 
SBCONC  BEADIKO. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Ms.  MAYNE,  in  rising  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  now  reed  a  second  time, 
said,  it  did  not  contain  anything  which 
oould,  in  common  fairness,  be  described 
as  of  a  really  conteotioua  character.  It 
was  drawn  to  meet  and  overcome  certain 
difficulties,  diiefly  technical,  that  had  de- 
veloped themselves  in  the  working  of  the 
Labourers'  (Ireland)  Act  of  1883,  which 
Aet,  aHhongh  passed  in  that  year,  might 
be  Bald  to  uve  only  come  into  praotwal 
QpcEaitiim  ainee  ihe  paauag  of  tha 
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atnendiog  Adt  o£  l&a5.  The  Act  of 
1688  van  ceallj  a  g;r«at  measure—great 
in  ,the  prinoiplev  that  it  established,  and 
great  in  the  ocMieaBBiona  vhioh  it  made 
ia  the  interests  of  the  Irish  agricuUuiral 
labourers  J  but,  however,  like  maoyt 
other  ^eat  'iBisaeiures  which  proceeded 
la^^  apon  new  Jines,  small  poUtte 
vere  appaxenklj  omitted  from  il|  which 
might  appear  iaeignificaat,  but  which, 
ia  the  hands  of  iagenuous  persons,  had. 
proved  very  aorious  bars  to  the  propec 
vorkiag  of  the  meaanre.  Th«  ve^  first 
operative  aeetion  of  the  Act  of  1883 
enacted  that  a  representation  si^ed  by 
12  ratepayers  of  a  sanitary  distriot 
might  be  presented  to  a  sanitary  autho- 
rity, which  authority  was  the  Board  oi 
Quardians ;  and  if  the  representatioa 
alleged  a  sanitary  defect  in  the  distriot, 
it  should  be  acoompanied  by  a  certificate 
or  a  r^rt  from  the  sanitary  officer  of 
the  distriot  itpon  that  representation.  It 
was  then  oompetent  to  the  Guardians  to 
take  steps  to  have  a  Bcheme  adopted  by 
themselves  and  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  ;  but  the  Act  failed 
altogether  to  mahe  it  the  duty  of  the 
saaitary  officer  to  give  such  certificate,  or 
make  a  report;  and,  aooordingly,  they 
verQ  faoe  to  face  with  this  difficulty  in 
oestain  Unions  in  Ireland,  that,  unfortu- 
nately, there  were  oertain  Boards  of 
Quardians,  the  majority  of  whose  mem- 
bers were  hostile  to  the  operation  of  the 
Act,  and  the  eauitary  officer  taking  his 
one  from  what  he  saw  to  be  the  feeing 
of  the  majority  of  his  Board,  negleoted, 
more  or  leas  wilfully,  to  make  any  report 
whatever ;  and  in  that  way  the  repre- 
sentation made  by  the  12  ratepayers 
was  strangled  at  the  outset,  the  House 
would  therefore  see  that  thus  an  officinl 
had  the  power  of  preventing  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  altegetlwF  in  the  dis- 
triot to  which  he  was  attached.  Now, 
they  ^wposed,  in  this  amending  Bill,  to 
meet  that  difficulty  by  enacting  that  the 
representation  signed  by  the  12  rate- 
payers, fthould  be  presented  to  the  Board 
of  Onaidiana  either  with,  or  without,  a 
report  from  the  sanitary  officer ;  that  it 
would  then  become  the  duty  of  the  Board 
to  require  their  <^cer  to  inq>eot  the 
district,  and  report  to  them  as  to  the 
necessity  for  the  proposed  improvement 
scheme  as  suggested  by  the  ratepayers. 
The  Bill  further  proposed  that  in  case 
the  sanitary  officer's  report  should  be 
nnfiavouzabM  to  the  proposed  .iupirov;ia- 

Mr,  Mayne 


ment  seheme,  an  appebl  should  lie  from 
the  12  rat^myecs  who  had  signed  the 
original  representataos,  or  Uom.  any 
QtMV  13  ratepayers  in  the  diatri)^  to 
the  Local  GoramntdDt  Board,  who,  on 
having  Ihis  appeal  -lodged  with  theok, 
^uwld  send  a  Sanitary  Tnnpytor  of 
t^eir  own  to  iaspeet  the  distriot,  and 
report  to  them  as  to  tba  noeeasity  for 
the  proposed-iropioyemiBnt'  scherop.  Xm 
casd  tbn  Xupeotor  repotted  in  f  avonr  oC 
tho  scheme,  the  Bill  provided  that  his 
r^ort  should  take  tfio  place  of  the  uft- 
favotrable  report  of  the  local  sanitary 
officer;  and  that,  wUh  this  eiXjcapti<m, 
the  prooeeding  should  go  on  a*  if  no 
hitch  whatever  had  ooeurred-  He 
thought  the  House  would  conesder  that 
that  was  a  reasonable  wcqt  to  meet  what 
was  a  Tiei^  real  and  substantial  grievnnoe. 
Another  portion  of  the  Bill  which  n^ht 
be  oonsideved  conteotiooiB  was  thai  por- 
tion in  which  they  wished,  andor  the 
Act  of  1883,  to  give  the  Local  Gorern- 
ment  Board  power  to  amend  Provisional 
Orders  already  mads.  The  neeeesity 
for  this  had  ariaw  in  this  way^Whea 
the  Act  of  1883  was  passed,  and  befora 
its  few  shortcomings  beeame  known, 
niany  Boards  of  Qtuardiana  in  Xr^and 
and  in  eoowUnions  whsire  tha  operation 
.  of  the  Aot  vas  Tsvy  uitgentlj  needed, 
rushed  at  onoe  in(x>  the  prep«rat£an  ti 
sehemesi  and  bad  them  approved  by 
the  Local  Qovemment  Board  in  the 
regular  way  authorized  by  the  Act. 
When  the  proceedings  were  brought  ao 
far,  they  found  that  the  areas  of  ohazge' 
ability  were  ao  circumscribed,  that  the 
serious  cost  of  ths  improvement  schemes 
would  prove  such  heavy  burdens  on  the 
rat^ayers  oi  these  small  areas,  that 
they  preferred  letting  the  eohemes  stand 
in  abeyance,  and  taldng  their  ohanoaef 
relief  fromtheliegislature.  In  that  way, 
there  were  some  excellent  schemes  fully 
mi^ured,  ready  to  be  put  into  open^on 
to-morrow  in  oertain  puts  of  Ireland,  ii 
the  area  of  ohargeability  could  be  so 
extended  as  to  make  the  neoeasary  rating 
mora  oppiesaiTO.  They  now  pToposed, 
by  means  of  the  BiU,  to  meet  that  diffi- 
culty, by  giving  the  Local  Gk>Temm«^ 
Board  powers,  whidi  they  might  exer- 
cise within  one  year,  and  within  ooa 
year  only,  from,  the  passing  of  the  Bill, 
to  alter  the  area  o£  ohargeability  is 
such  way  as  they  might  deem  deurahla 
He  did  not  think  any  ban.  Memhar 
would  question  th^  adnwtfUity  ol  that 
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vhiok  yia»  piobaUj  the  only  way  of 
getting  ovw  «i  difflonHry  that  matt  be 
OTfircooMf  beoauM  the  presant  anwiig>S'> 
mente  iuToUed  an  absatute  breakdown 
<tf  Act.  There  vas  another  poition 
oi  Uie  Bill  which  some  hen.  Members 
might  oonsideroontentiODS.  HewaSTcry 
eonry  for  the  nccosaity  of  having  to  notioe 
it,  but  it  had  becomo  absolutely  neoos- 
Bavy.  It  was  found  that  in  some  Unions, 
^ter  the  qaseftion  of  these  improveiuent 
Bohemes  and  tho  erection  of  labourers' 
cottages  had  been  fought  out  in  every 
fashion  that  was  legitimate  at  the  Poor 
Law  Hoards  and  elsewhere,  when  the 
question  was  finally  decided  in  favonr 
of  the  adoption  of  the  scheme,  then  an 
effectual  bar  wae  put  to  the  further  pro- 
graaa  of  it  by  the  owners  of  the  local 
qnarries  in  the  distriota  affected  by  the 
Bcheme  refunng'to  allow  their  quarries 
to  be  used  for  the  obtaining  of  stone  or 
sand,  or  Uie  other  necessary  material. 
The  Board  of  Quardians,  finding  that 
the  cartage  of  such  materials  from  long 
distances  greatly  increased  tho  cost  of 
erecting  cottages,  dropped  their  schemes 
rather  than  they  would  burden  the  con- 
struction of  the  cottages  with  such  an 
enormous  expense ;  and,  in  that  way, 
Bofaemea  which  had  been  approved  by 
the  Local  GoTemmont  Board  were  stand- 
ing still,  awaiting  help  from  the  Legis- 
lature to  meet  that  difficulty.  In  order 
to  provide  that  help  the  promoters  of 
tiie  Bill  had  copied  into  it,  almost  ver- 
batim, the  seettODs  of  the  Orand  Jary 
Acts  whidi  enabled  road  vontraotors  to 
enter  quairies  in  the  district  in  vhioh 
their  contract  lay,  and  to  draw  there- 
from the  materials  necessary  for  its 
execution,  subject,  of  course,  to  reason- 
able restrictioits,  which  faon.  Members 
would  find  were  also  included  in  this 
measure.  The  only  other  point  upon 
which  he  thought  hon.  Members  would 
be  disposed  to  raise  any  question,  was 
the  proposition  tliat,  before  a  labourer's 
cottage  was  ready  for  occupation,  the 
Board  of  Guardians  should  be  em- 
powered to  permit  the  labourer  to  occupy 
the  half-acre  of  land  intended  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  cottage.  At  present,  the 
expectant  tenant  had  to  wait  until  the 
eottage  was  completed,  and  meanwhile 
the  ground  lay  waste,  supplying  seeds  of 
weeds  for  the  whole  to  wnland .  The  only 
other  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  techni* 
cft!  Bitemtions,  which  might  be  more  con- 
T«Bieatly  eaplained  in-  Committee.  He 


thought  the  House  would  agree  with 
him)  in  repeating  what  be  had  before 
observed— -«hat  the  meunre  oontained 
noting  that  was  seriously  contentious^ 
and  that  itwae  a  reasoBable  and  mode- 
rate attempt  to  meet  the  difficulties 
which,  though  apparently  small  in 
themaelres,  had  proved  very  serious, 
and  which  must  be  met,  if  the  Act 
of  1883  was  to  be  the  success  which 
the  Legislature  intended  it  to  be.  He 
appealed  with  strong  confidence  to  that 
new  House,  that  they  would  complete 
the  work  of  the  late  Parliament  by  pass- 
ing ^is  measure,  and  thus  securing  that 
in  no  part  of  Ir^and  should  any  unfor- 
tunate man,  whose  labour  was  necessary 
to  the  soil,  be  any  longer  ocmdemned  to 
dwell  in  a  mis«<able  hme\,  in  which 
his  own  life  was  shortened,  and,  pro- 
bably, the  health  of  his  wife  and  family 
sacrificed.  In  ooadurion,  he  beg^^ed  to 
move  tho  second  reading  of  Ihe  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.*'— (Jfr.  Mapne.) 

The  chief  SECRETARY  joe  IRE- 
LANI>  (Mr.  John  Morxey)  :  The  hon 
Member  who  has  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill  has  described  very 
clearly  the  matters  which  the  Bill  em- 
bodies. He,  no  doubt,  was  fully  justified 
iu  speaking  of  the  Act  of  1883  as  a 
measure  proceeding  on  new  lines,  and 
involving  very  important  principles.  I 
find  great  difficulty,  however,  in  dis- 
covering what  are  the  principles,  or 
what  is  the  principle,  underlying  this 
measure,  and  the  hon.  Member  probably 
will  not  contend  that  it  is  animated  by 
any  very  important  leading  principles. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Bill  is  rather  in- 
tended to  cover  a  number  of  individual 
instances  in  which  the  Acts  of  1888  and 
1885  have  been  found  to  work  less 
effectually  than  the  framers  intended. 
I  do,  however,  find  two  approaches  to 
general  principles  in  the  Bill.  The  first 
is,  no  doubt,  to  give  a  quickening  im- 
pulse to  the  Acts  of  1883  and  1885  by 
relasing  the  dieeks  which  Parliament 
imposed  on  the  proceedings  of  tiie  sani- 
tary authorities ;  next,  by  relieving  the 
sanitary  authorities  from  local  ana  Im- 
perial taxation  on  the  land  aequired  by 
them  under  the  Act— that,  X  am  sure, 
hon.  Members  will  see  is  a  very  im- 
portant relazati(«i — and,  lastly,  by  ex- 
tending  the  anft  of  ehargeabili^.  The 
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second  approach  to  a  general  principle 
is  that  the  Bill  givos  nfo\t  CDmpulsory 
power*  of  taking  land,  which  at  present 
can  only  be  taken  by  consent  of  the 
owner,  a8  well  as  digging  for  gravel  and 
stone,  in  cases  where  at  present  they 
can  only  be  taken  by  the  Qrand  Jury. 
Tbe  Bill  goes  even  further  in  the  same 
direction,  by  giving  absolutely  new 
powers  to  take  these  against  the  will  of 
the  owner.  These  are  remarks,  from  a 
general  point  of  Tiew,  to  which  the  Bill 
is  open.  I  would  point  out  to  the  hon. 
ICember  that  a  Select  Oommittee  sat 
upon  the  Act  of  1883  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1684,  and  that  this  Commit- 
tee, having  hoard  a  great  number  of 
experts  of  great  competence  and  in- 
fluence, did  not  recommend  the  pro- 
posals which  ho  has  embodied  in  his 
Bill.  That,  of  course,  would  not  be  a 
eonclusive  objection  to  the  Bill  or  any 
of  its  clauses;  but  it  is  a  primd  faei» 
reason  tor  exercising  considerable  vigi- 
lance in  scrutinizing  the  proposals  now 
before  us.  Apart  from  the  discussion  of 
the  details  of  the  proposal  to  give 
greater  facilities  to  carry  out  the  Acts 
already  passed — abont  those  details  I 
will  say  a  word  presently— I  would  wish 
to  point  out  totno  House  that  the  work- 
ing of  the  Act,  BO  far  from  showing  that 
there  are  undue  obstacles  and  impedi- 
menta interposed  to  impede  the  acq^uisi- 
tion  of  land,  shows  that  the  processes 
that  the  Acts  contemplate  have  been 
ertremely  rapid  and  successful,  and 
some  timid  persons  may  think  that  they 
have  been  so  rapid  as  almost  to  be 
alarming.  I  would  like  to  describe  very 
briefl;^  what  have  been  the  proceedings 
under  the  Act  of  1883,  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  rather  disparaged.  The 
number  of  Unions  which  made  applica- 
tions under  the  Act  of  1883  was  70 ;  the 
number  of  schemes  proposed,  734 ;  the 
number  of  housra,  6,887;  and  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  schemes,  as  submitted, 
£635,716.  Kow,  we  will  come  to  the 
schemes  suictioned  under  the  Act.  The 
number  of  schemes  sanctioned  was  462  ; 
the  number  of  houses  contained  in  those 
schemes,  8,401  ;  the  estimated  cost, 
£856,120 ;  and  the  loans  actually 
sanctioned,  £220,000,  and  the  residue 
of  the  loans  were  now  pending.  The 
reason,  as  may  be  justly  asked  by 
hon.  Members,  why  there  is  so  wide  a 
difference  between  the  schemes  proposed 
and  the  schemes  aotuallj  sanctioned^  I 
Mr.  John  MorU^ 
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bolieve  may  be  summarized  as  being 
threefold.  First,  the  withdrawal  of  the 
scheme  by  the  Guardians,  inconsequence 
of  adverse  reports  by  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Local  Government  Board ;  secondlyt 
the  refusal  of  the  schemes  by  the  Loul 
Government  Board  for  disoretionary 
reasons;  and,  lastly,  no  doubt,  the 
general  expectation  that  the  legislation 
of  1883,  would  be  amended — these  thres 
considerations  explain  the  withdrawals. 
Let  us  now  go  to  the  working  of  ths 
Act  of  1885.  ^e  Betums  of  the  new 
schemes  under  that  Act  present  the 
following  figures:  —  The  number  of 
ITnions  that  put  the  Act  in  force  is  84 ; 
the  number  of  schemes  is  not  given, 
but  the  number  sanctioned  is  given  at 
554  ;  but  it  is  estimated  that  the  actual 
number  will  be  pro1>ablj  between  600 
and  700  ;  the  number  of  houses,  9,035  ; 
and  the  estimated  cost,  £847,211. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Are  these  in  additioa 
to  the  former  figures  of  1883  ? 

Mb.  JOHN  MOBLET:  Tee;  I  un- 
derstand that  is  8o. 

Mr.  MAGABTNET:  Down  to  what 
dato? 

Mb.  JOHN  UOBLKT:  They  come 
down  to  a  oonple  of  months  ago,  and 
they  are  in  addition  to  the  schemes 
under  the  Act  of  1883.  There  is,  there- 
fore, no  grouod  for  alleging  that  tha 
working  of  the  Acts  of  1883  and  1SS5 
has  been  very  tardy,or  backward.  Next, 
as  justifying  my  position  that  we  must 
move  with  the  greatest  circumspection, 
I  would  point  out  the  very  important 
fact  as  to  the  rents,  that  the  rents 
charged  for  these  cottages,  so  far  as 
built,  vary  from  8<i.  to  1«.  per  week;  and 
in  one  Union  only — I  believe  near  Dub- 
lin—the rent  amounts  to  U.  ed.  a-week. 
Manifestly,  these  rents  are  not  sufficient 
to  pay  off  the  interest  and  sinking  fond 
of  the  capital  sums  borrowed,  tad  tha 
loss  which  will-  arise  must  fall  either 
upon  the  Union,  or  on  the  Treasury, 
should  the  Union  unfortunately  become 
insolvent.  In  many  Unions  the  rates, 
ashon.  Members  must  knoWf  are  already 
as  high  as  can  well  be  paid,  and  many 
ratepayers  in  the  poorer  districts  are 
themselves  as  much  in  need  of  help  as 
those  for  whose  benefit  the  Act  is  passed, 
and  to  whom  help  was  given.  The  con- 
clusion to  be  drawn  from  these  facis  i$ 
that,  for  the  present,  at  all  events,  we 
must  exercise  great  caution  in  relaxing 
the  cheeks  which  Parliament  in  1883  and 
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1885  imposed,  and  we  must  Bcrutinize 
the  hon.  Member's  proposals  with  some 
degree  of  vigilance.  For  example, 
Clause  9  is  one  of  very  great  importance ; 
it  is  a  very  great  extension  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  Parliament  sanctionod  in 
the  two  previous  Bills.  I  am  not,  at 
present,  however,  going  to  discuss  that 
clause.  I  have  very  little  objection  to 
the  spirit  and  pQrpose  of  it ;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  think  it  is  very  likely  that  legis- 
lation in  the  future,  not  in  Ireland  only, 
but  in  Great  Britain,  will  move  more  and 
more  in  that  diieotion.  Clause  11  raises 
a  principle  which  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
very  willingly  assent  to.  The  principle 
of  allowing  Boards  of  Quardians  to 
meddle  with  the  payment  of  the  Grand 
Jury  cess,  and  still  more  to  meddle  with 
an  Imperial  tax,  is  one  which  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  hon.  Member  will  be 
able  very  readily  to  iper.'iuade  the  House 
to  sanction.  The  clause  on  which  the 
hon.  Member  himself  lays  most  stress 
is  the  8th  —  that  for  extending  the 
area  of  charge.  That  clause  will  have 
a  very  serious  effect  upon  mortgages 
already  entered  into.  If  we  extended 
the  area  of  charge,  the  term  of  eveiy 
mortgage  that  has  been  drawn  will 
have  to  be  amended,  and  the  mort- 
gages reconstructed.  That  is  not,  per- 
haps, a  very  formidable  objection ;  but 
it  IS  a  point  that  the  hon.  Member  will 
have  to  consider.  In  relation  to  the 
same  clause,  I  will  reniiad  the  hon. 
Member  that,  under  the  Act  of  1883, 
Boards  of  Guardians  proposed  the  area 
of  charge  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  determined  it ;  but,  under  the 
Amending  Act  of  1885,  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  fix  the  area  of  chaise,  and  in 
most  of  the  schemes  already  made,  as  I 
am  informed,  an  area  of  charge  less  than 
the  whole  Union  has  been  deliberately 
selected.  It  will  be,  therefore,  I  submit, 
manifestly  unj  ust  to  re-open  the  question 
now,  and  not  to  give  any  loeu$  ttandi  to 
the  outside  ratepayers  who  may  wish  to 
oppose  the  ohange.  It  may  well  have 
happened  that  such  ratepayers  abstained 
from  opposing  the  schemes  because  the 
charge waslimitedtoacertainarea.  How- 
ever, those,  and  other  points,  no  doubt, 
can  be  dealt  with  in  Committee,  if  the 
Bill  should  ever  reach  that  stage.  My 
general  conclusion  upon  the  Bill  is  that, 
at  the  present  time,  it  can  scarcely  be 
said  to  he  urgently  called  for;  particu- 
larly at  A  time  when  Boards  of  Quar- 


dians  ought  to  try,  and  onglit  to  be 
urged  by  tho  Legislature  to  try,  rather 
to  contract  tlieir  oblig.itioiis  and  espeii- 
diture  tlian  to  c-ointnit  thoraselvea  to 
wider  uHigations.  It  is  not,  I  think, 
lU'CG.ssary— not  absolutely  necessary — 
f  '  r  I  .ii  rying  out  the  intentions  of  Parlia- 
1  !  :  ■  ;  because  I  t^l^ak  Xliaveshoiwn^by 
ligureij,  that  i^fi^elgtentions  are  already 
being  carria|^^^]^  a  very  tolerably 
^.at^Mtojy  mwmer ;  ftnd,  thirdly,  I  wiU 
ro^arlf;,  "^^t  fiie  reasonableness  of ,  ^ 
t^  prijiipo^pd  fune^4;P9HtB  of  the  Acts  la 
?6t'  qiifte,,ftEP»re^»jj^'^,Tjiey  will  requix* 

shot  of  whatXhare  to  say  u  that,  ^M^^i 

tlio  Government  ivill  not  oppose 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  wo  are  not 
prepared  to  promise  any  fa(  iliti<\s  for  its 
lurther  di-sciissiou,  and  wo  do  not  pU;dgi5 
ourselves  to  support  all  the  clauses  wliicli 
the  hon.  Member  has  included  iu  his 
measure. 

Mil.  8IIEET1Y  said,  ho  was  glad  the| 
riglit  lion.  Gentleman  tho  Chief  Soceo- 
tiiry  for  Ireland,  on  behalf  of  the  Got 
veininent,  did  not  intend  to  oppose  tbj^ 
Motion  for  the  second  reading  ;  but,.ia 
regretted  to  hear  Iiim  say  that  bo  co^n 
not  ^^ye  facilities  for  tlie  further  prp^ 
gre8«(  of  we  Bill  on  ascertaining;  mor,e<^ 
the  facts  relating  to,  it  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  indicated  that  some  .q£ 
the  clauses  of  the  Bill  w,^,^;](i«i{};^ 
contentious;  but,  if  they  were  more 
closely  inquired  into,  they  would  be 
found  to  contain  very  littlo  about  which 
there  would  be  any  contention.  In  fact, 
ho  (Mr.  Sheeliy)  thought  tliat  tho  right 
liou.  Gentleman  would  tiud  that  tho  Acts 
of  18S;J  and  1885  had  not  worked  so 
satisfactorily  us  ho  sapposod,  and  that 
the  numerous  small  aniondmoiits  pro- 
vided for  by  this  measure  were  al)Ho- 
lutely  necessary  to  bring  thorn  ipto 
general  operation  and  make  them  1^^^ 
smoothly.  Tlio  pruinotors  of  tho  "ffl^ 
Htiut  liill  did  not  desire  to  introduce 
ji^w  principle  which  would  give  riee  to 
ft  difiereaoe  of  opinion  between  Parties 
in  the  !p[pHEie.  All  they  wished  to  pro-, 
vide  was  that  the  Acts  of  1883  and  18§^ 
should  not  be  open  to  ot^slra^^lM^ 
which  they  were  at  present  exposed  at 
the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the  Acts, 
and  which  they  had  jilaced  in  the  way  of 
tho  poor  people  iu  Ireland,  for  whose 
benefit  the  Acts  wore  inteuded.  Tliore 
were  two  sources  from  which  those  oh- 
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the  J  irere  exposed  to  arose  from  Had 
landlord  claaB,  who  were  the  ex  ojkio 
members  of  t^e  Boards  of  Poor  Law 
QuMdiana.  [Ow*  o/" No,  no! "]  He 
oottld  assure  the  House  tiiat  it  was  so, 
and  tbat,  if  not  for  the  obstmotion  of 
these  gentlemen,  there  would  be  much 
lees  necessity  for  any  Bill  of  this  kind, 
neither  wouM  he  and  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland  be  there  in  their  pleees 
to  aay  so.  The  other  cause  of  obstrae- 
tion  was  the  delay  of  offidals  and  the 
obstaoles  put  in  die  vay  of  Unions  by 
the  Local  GoTemment  Board.  The  ob- 
straotion  of  ex  ogteio  Quardtans  was  not 
apparent  in  aU  Unions,  because,  in 
some  Uniona,  the  oleoted  members  had 
a  preponderance  of  power  ;  but  in  some 
of  the  Western  Unions  of  Oonnaagfat,  the 
tx  officio  members  still  ruled  the  roast, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  they  endeavoured 
to  postpone  and  procrastinate  the  work- 
ing of  the  Acts,  the  result  being  that, 
while  they  were  fully  in  operatiott  in 
Muoster,  and  to  a  large  extent  in  opera- 
tion in  Leinster,  they  were  practically  a 
dead  letter  in  Oonnaught.  The  ex  fjteto 
membere,  in  short,  had  obstructed  the 
Acts  wherever  they  had  the  power  to  do 
so.  When  the  Act  of  1888  was  intro- 
duced, Ihe  labourers  of  Ireland  looked 
anxiously  and  hopefully  to  its  results. 
It  was  found,  howerer,  that  that  Act 
was  practically  unworkable,  and  the 
labourers  had  to  wait  until  the  Act  was 
amended,  in  1886,  before  they  got  any 
benefits  from  it.  Eren  under  the  latter 
Act  very  little  had  been  done.  Though 
a  great  many  schemes  were  proposed 
and  sanctioned  under  the  two  Acts,  still 
rery  few  houses  were  built,  while  the 
schemes  still  remained  in  abeyance. 
There  were  hundreds  of  half-acre  plots 
through  the  country  b^ngoig  to  the 
Guardians  which  were  now  waste,  and 
which  might  be  giTon  to  the  labourers, 
pending  the  building  of  the  houses.  So 
far  with  the  pora  Irish  labourer  it  was 
hojpe  deferred.  The  labourers  were  still 
waiting  send  vaitaag,  and  hoping  and 
hoping;  but,  up  to  the  present  time, 
their  condition  had  not  been  materially 
improved,  because  of  the  defects  in.  the 
Acts,  and  the  obstruction  to  which  he 
had  referred.  Apart  altogether  from 
the  opposition  of  the  landlords  in  Unions 
where  they  were  sufficiently  powerful  to 
put  obstacles  in  the  way,  a  great  deal  of 
delay  was  caused  by  the  oircnmiooatton 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  In 


many  cases  Unions  had  agreed  to 
schemes,  after  bestowing  great  eare 
and  labour  on  them,  as  far  back  as 
last  December ;  but  they  were  not  yet 
sanctioned,  because  the  Inspector  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  not  cone 
down  to  make  the  requisite  inquiries  and 
report.  The  most  important  clause  of 
the  Bill,  in  his  opinion,  was  tiiai  vhidt 
enabled  the  Boards  of  Gmrdiaxia  to  kt 
the  half-atxe  plot  to  the  laboomor  wli& 
his  house  was  being  built  forhinL.  That 
would  gire  work  to  the  labourers,  at  the 
present  moment,  in  fncing  the  plots; 
and  it  would  enable  the  labourer,  Cut 
whom  the  plot  was  intended,  to  tiii  t^e 
ground.  He  was  very  glad  that  the 
Government  had  consented  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill ;  and  he  hoped  that 
when  it  was  taken  in  Committee,  the 
Government  would  see  that  the  measure 
waa  more  urgently  called  for  than  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Irdand  imagined, 
and  that  there  was  no  ground  for  the 
apprehensions  he  entertained  in  r^ard 
to  certain  of  the  clauses.  He  tlumghtit 
would  bo  found  that  the  contentions  re- 
ferred to  were  not  essential,  and  were 
only  philosophical  contentiona. 

Mb.  MULHOLLAND  said,  thatasan 
Ulster  Member,  who  had  hod  frequent 
opportunities  of  studying  the  Ijaboaren* 
Question  in  Ireland,  he  thought  he  did 
not  require  to  make  any  apology  to  the 
House  for  prolonging  the  diacusaioa  on 
this  subject.  Indeed,  he  thought  hm. 
Members  sitting  on  both  aides  would  be 
glad  of  hearing  a  full  and  thorough 
discussion  on  the  question,  in  view  of 
the  larger  question  of  the  same  kind 
which  they  would  soon  have  to  dsil 
with  in  England.  With  regard  to  the 
Bill  before  the  House,  he  did  not  pro- 
p(»e  to  enter  into  some  of  its  details ; 
but,  speaking  for  himself — and,  he 
thought,  he  might  also  say  fbr  hm. 
Membera  of  the  loyal  North  of  TreSaad 
Party  who  sat  near  faim — ^he  might  say 
that  they  were  prepared  to  support  any 
clauses  in  the  Bill  whifdi  woidd  have 
the  effect  of  giving  increased  facilities 
to  the  labourers  of  Ireland  to  take  ad- 
vantage of,  and  secure  the  benefits  of, 
the  Acts  of  1883  and  1885.  But  he 
thought  that  the  Bill  before  the  House 
was  not,  by  any  means,  a  sattafkctoryor 
complete  measure,  and  that  what  they 
required  wa8,  ,&ai  a  Bill  of  this  idia- 
raeter  should  be  based  on  a  fiull  inqaiiy 
into  thfi.  whole.  jopAntioii  .of  tfae-W 
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bourera'  Aote.*  For  bis  own  part,  he  I 
maeidered  that'  vben  thoae  Acts  -wore 
amended,  they  ought  to  be  amended  in 
a  thoxough  manner,  and  their  provisdous 
ought  to  be  extended  so  as  to  isdude 
dusea  of  Uio  oommanity  in  Ireland 
who,  at  present,  were  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  such  legislation,  anoh  as 
fiBhermen,  who  spent  a  great  deal  of 
their  time  on  shore,  and  also  weavers 
and  other  deserving  classes  of  the 
labouiiog  population,  of  whom  raueh 
ihe  same  thing  might  be  said.  In  the 
eouree  of  his  canvaBs  at  the  time  of  the 
General  Election,  he  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunit^  of  asoertainiog  the  upiaion  of  all 
olaases  in  regard  to  this  subject,  and 
more  especially  those  of  the  labourers 
themselves;  and  he*waB  in  a  position 
to  inform  the  House  that  there  wa»  a 
considerable  amount  of  disappointment 
and  discontent  among  labourers  of  all 
kinds  that  the  Aets  had  not  been 
brought  more  CTtensively  into  opera* 
tion.  They  considered — he  would  not 
say  with  what  justaoe — that  the  Acts, 
and  especially  the  Act  of  1885,  had  con- 
ferred certain  legal  rights  on  them  to 
acquire  a  cottage  and  half-an-aore  of 
land  at  a  certain  rent,  and  that  the 
Poor  Law  Ghiardians  were  preventing 
them  aequtting  the  advantages  thus 
giventothem.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
Acts  were  woriiing  in  two  very  different 
ways  in  two  different  parts  of  Ireland. 
In  some  districts,  and  chiefly,  if  not 
enttrdy,  the  Northern  districts— the 
more  prosperous  parts  of  Ireland— 
where  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  oon- 
siated  chiefly  of  farmers  who  occupied 
farms  of  moderate  size,  they  looked  on 
these  Acts  in  a  very  diiferent  light 
from  that  in  which  they  regarded  the 
Land  Ant.  He  thoaght  that  Partia- 
meilt,  having  passed  tSiese  Acts-^and 
their  justiee  and  necessity  had  been  ad- 
mitted by  both  sides — it  was  only  right 
that  the  Acts  should  be  really  utitized. 
He  therafore  tordially  agreed  with  the 
^omoters  of  Ulb  present  Bill  that  some 
change  should  be  made,  and  an  altera- 
tion and  improvement  effected  in  the 
administrative  machinery  of  the  Acts. 
The  only  question  was  as  to  how  that 
should  be  done,  and  he  suggested  that 
some  iadependentOovemment  Inapeotor 
or  Oommissioner  should  be  appointed  to 
take  the  initiative  hi  all -these  matters, 
and  hring  them  before  the  Gaardians, 
with  the  view  of  getting  them,  to  eany 


out  the  Acts,   In  the  North  of  IreSaihd 
the  compulsion  should  be  eflfectually 
applied.   As  to  t^e  oAier  parts  oMre- 
land,  with  which  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gkingway  were  connected,  and  in 
which  -this  National  League,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  h^  sway,  the  condition 
oi  things  was  different  indeed.  [Mr. 
Sevior:  The  Act  worhs  there.]  la 
other  parts  of  ^land  he  fbund  cot- 
tages were  being  built  on  a  somewhat 
extensive  scale.  ["Hear,  hear!"]  Hon. 
Members  cheered  what  he  said,  and  no 
doubt  considered  that  they  were  entitled 
to  take  credit  for  liberality  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  Act.    But,  in  their 
parts  of  Ireland,  the  chief  burden  of 
the  rates  was  not  borne  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers and  the  class  they  represented. 
[An  hon.  MEsrafiR :   Who  bears  it?] 
Hon.  Members  who  were  acquainted 
vrith  local  afifbirs  in  Ireland  were,  dofubt- 
leas,  aware  that  when  the  lioldiogs  were 
rated  at  nnder  £4  a-year,  the  whole  of 
the  rates  were  paid  by  the  landlords. 
Now,  this  was  the  case  in  parts  of  Ire- 
land where  the  National  Le^ue  held 
its  sway ;  and,  therefore,  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians,  in  putting  this  Act  into  fbrce, 
and  this  burden  on  the  rates,  were 
putting  no  burden  on  themselves,  or  on 
the  classes  whom  the  Kationat  Leagne 
principally  represented.    He  ventured, 
on  those  grounds,  to  suggest  that  before 
axiy  new  amending  Act  was  passed  there 
should  be  an  authoritative  and  searoh- 
ing  inquiry  into  the  whole  working  of 
the  Acts,  and  that  this  inquiry  shonld 
indnde  such  questions  as  the  cost  of 
the  cottages,  the  rents  charged  for  the 
same,  and  the  burdenewbiim  fell  on  the 
rates.   In  some  purte  of  Trdand,  he  re- 
gretted very  mu^  to  have  to  say,  the 
Acts  had  been  utilised  for  political  pur- 
poses, as  he  had  seen  numwous  msolu- 
tione  passed  by  the  branches  of  the  N&- 
tionsl  League,  recommending  that  cot- 
tages should  be  built  only  for  those 
lafodmrs  who  were  members  of  the 
League.    He  found  also  that  persons 
diosen  to  build  these  cottages  were 
selected  from  titose  belonging  to  the 
National  League.    It  seemed  to  him 
(Mr.  MnlhoHand)  that  these  things 
should  be  carefully  considered,  and, 
moreover,  that  they  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered in  reference  to  the  tttate  of  Ire- 
land, and  to  the  anionnt  of  intimida- 
tion ozercised  by  the  Society  to  which  h  e 
had  refetved.  [**-Ohi  oh  I "]  He  voold 
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not  enter  liutfw  into  (hat  4MMev  maw, 

but  would  $implj  add  that,  for  lus  owa 
part,  ha  wa«  pr^arad  to  wappoxt  tDaay 
parts  of  the  Bill  befoce  the  Hoii«e,  but 
there  were  other  parta  which  he  con- 
sidered to  be  Terr  objdotU>iiable ; 
looking  at  the  BUI  as  a  whole,  he  lauit 
say  tbat  he-regarded  it  as  hy  far  too 
iacompleta  a  uaaavre  to  ba  accapted  as 
a  final  settlement  of  thia  inportaut 
queetioD. 

Ua.  O'HJQA  said,  he  thought  the 
ban.  Gentleman  who  bad  jnst  apohen 
bad  givea  a  very  valiiabla  conteibutioA 
to  the  debate,  and  he  (Mr.  O'Hea) 
thought  it  a  rery  happy^  as  well  as  a 
vary  haaltiiy,  sign  to  Qad  a  M(w»b«:  of 
the  UUter  Party  fitattag  that  he  coosi- 
derad  that  the  le^Iation  Hai  the  Irish 
labourers  was  to  his  mind  not  complete. 
Whan  the  Bill  got  into  Committee,  he 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  would  have  a 
fuU  and  ample  oppoitunity  of  giving 
them  the  benefit  o{  bis  lai^e  views  and 
liberality  of  sentiment.  Ue,  for  on€^ 
would  certainly  be  very  glad  if  the  mea- 
aure  oould  be  extaoded  so  as  to  give  a 
share  of  its  benefits  to  the  cdaiseB  re- 
lerred  to  by  the  hon.  Oentlenaa,  who 
were  well  worthy  aod  daserviag  of  atteni- 
tion  being  ahown  them,  uAre  especially 
(ha  fishermen  along  the  coasts.  Whan 
the  Aota  were  originally,  passed  they 
ware  intended  to  refar.only  to  agsiauir 
tural  labourers ;  but  it  was  not  too  late 
to  inf  oduo*  fisherman  and  other  daases 
in  the  twaseoit  BilL  Ha  bad  carefully 
£i^WBd  tba  ebaervatioDfl  of  the  Chief 
Seoratary  for  Irelvid,  and,  although  the 
ri^t  hoD>  Qentleman  had  led  the  House 
to  believe  that  the  Aats  bad  been  made 
ta  work  with  e3q)9ditioa  aad  despatch, 
he ,  thought .  the  figures  the  right  hon. 
Qeotleman  had  quoted  veooilod  on  Mm- 
aalft-and  showed  that  tha  Acts  had  been 
almost  wholly  iaoperatlva,  and  that  thay 
bad  not,  in  any  way,  been  a  sucoeas. 
He  had  himself  been  professionally  oon- 
eemed  in  tha  working  .edf-  the  Aot  of 
ldS5»  and  be  oould  say  empbatinUy 
that  it  was  a  most  oumbersoma  maaauva, 
full  of  vaxatious  delays  and  difficulties. 
IJadar  the  Aot  of  1  and,  tba  nnmbev  of 
cottages  provided  for  was  6^70(\  wbMi 
would  Bot  raiffesflint  a  popuktiaa  of 
mora  than  40,000.  Xba  Aet  oC  188fi, 
again,  bad  been  oalj  a  small  in^nova- 
mei^  bacauBe,tha  number  of  hoases 
provided  for  was  only  same  9,000'}  and, 
yuttiag  down  six  aa  tha  immbar  of  the 
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ooouMBta«<  aaoh  boase,  thesatiManB^ 
bar  baaafited.  would  ba  mjaoli  mom 
thaa  £0,000.  The  aatira  number,  there- 
forot  waa  1ms  than  100«OQ0:^a  rate 
which  would  ueoeesitate  a  labourer  wui> 
iog  five  years  before  be  oould  ^et  auy 
banefit  from  this  legislatioa,  and  wbiti 
showed  that  Uia-  operation  of  the  AeU 
had  bean  inooiupiete,  aad  maob  laaa 
tiiaa.  the  raquiramMLts  of  Uia  peepla  or 
the  intentions  of  tha  Legislatora.  The 
Bill  now  pitopoaed  waa  ia  tbe  diTactioa 
of  a  much'jweded  unprovement ;  and  ha 
hoped  that  tha  House  would  psaeticaUy 
reeo^ze  the  fact.  It  would^  be  vas 
cottviaeed,  prodooe  a  marked  and  da> 
eidsd  impvovemaat  in  the  oonditioa 
the  peo{da  of  Irebwd;  and,  ther^faa, 
be  hoped  it  would  be  passed  into  law, 
and  so  make  it  possible  for  the  peopla^ 
instead  of  living  in  hovala,  to  bare  comr 
fortablo  loofs  over  tbair  beads. 

Mb.  S£XT0N  said,  the  diffiacaocu 
of  opinion  iu  poUtios  should  not  preveDt 
hon.  Members  from  raoogaiaing  the 
merits  of  their  opponents^  and  he  gladly 
bore  testiakony  to  the  charaoter  of  tJie 
speech  awde  by  the  bon.  Gentleinwi  tha 
Member  for  North  Denr;  (Mr.  ICulhol- 
land).  It  was  a  flueub  and  raraarkable 
speech,  and.  the  boa.  and  g^ant  ICeM- 
b«r  for  North  Armagh  (Major  Satmder- 
sou),  som^imes  oaUed  the  Leader  of  bis 
Bartyt  would  now  have  to  look  to  his 
laumls  and  to  deal  with  the  iaot  that 
had  A  powerful  rival  near  hie  thnma 
However,  fluency  waa  not  aU  that  was 
requieita  in  ordev  to  make  a  aacoaaifal 
FayliaoMVkary  speei^t  aad  whan,  he 
aduB-itted  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Derry  bad  made  a  fluent  apowh, 
he  (Mr.  Seaton)  thought  hta  praise  must 
end  there.  It  would  have  been  deeirable 
befora  he  rose  to  spe^  the  hon.  (3tmr 
tlaman  had  made  up  his  mind  aa  to  what 
result  be  meant  to  leave  on  the  mind  ^ 
the  House  (  for,  after  the  most  aaxaful 
study  of  the  speech  of  tha  hon.  Membaiv 
he  (Mr.  Sexton)  was  eatirelcf  at  a.loaa  te 
undanitaad  what  was  the  state  of  the 
bon.  Oai^lemauU  mind  o*  tha  anhfoii 
The  horn*  Member  oampfauoad  that  tlu 
Bill  waa  aot  a  oompleta  m«uo]».  Wall, 
it  waa  aaitainly  not  a  CDDi^late  aMaswa; 
but  imaUawing'it  to  MMaia  aa  inoeni- 
plata  aMasure  his  hon.  Friend  ^e  Men- 
betr  for  Tipperary  (Mr.  Mayna)  had  a 
view  to.  his  c^ticea  of  paiasing  it  throagh 
tha  House;  audi  when  tiu  boo.  Meoaiber 
Aw  i(orthl>err^  aaad  it  was  inneMplet^ 
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he  (Mr.  Sexton)  would  hare  thong;ht 
that  he  would  hare  endeavoared  to  in- 
daoe  ^e  Ohief  Seeretaiy  for  Ireland  not 
merely  to  assent  to  the  seeond  reading, 
bat  to  reconsider  the  Btatement  as 
to  bis  giving  farther  fMlities.  He 
tbongbt  the  Hon.  ICember,  to  be  con- 
sistent, wonld  hare  urged  tiie  (^Kyrem- 
ment  to  hasten  the  measnre,  and  afford 
him  the  opportunity  of  completing  it. 
But  the  hon.  Member  rode  off  on  a  side 
issue.  The  "Ulster  Tory  Members,  speak- 
ing generally,  admitted  admirable  prin- 
ciples; but  when  yon  came  to  ask  them 
to  pat  those  admirable  principles  into 
operation — ^to  oome  in  on  the  broad  track 
of  reform— they  at  once  performed  an 
operation  well  known  in  Ireland — they 
went  "up  a  boveen" — they  found,  at  a 
critical  moment,  a  ocmrenient  siding, 
and  then  disappeared  from  view.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  was,  in  some  sense,  in 
eympaihy  with  modem  views;  but  his 
methods  Were  rather  antitine,  and  when 
asked  how  to  get  rid  of  the  incomplete- 
ness his  only  snggeetioa  was—  **  It 
wants  thorough  inquiry,"  the  usual  con- 
Tenient  form  of  shelving  a  disagreeable 
subject.  Burely,  the  hon.  Member  could 
not  forget  that  Hie  question  had  been 
for  a  long  time  before  a  Committee  of 
the  Honse  in  1884.  He  (Mr.  Sexton) 
was  a  Member  of  that  Oommittee,  and 
he  oould  assure  him  that  the  inquiry 
was  very  full  and  searching.  The  object 
now  was  to  amend  the  Act  of  1885,  and 
the  ohu^ofier  of  the  defects  of  that  Act 
was  certainly  not  of  snch  a  kind  as  to 
necessitate  another  like  inqniry.  Was 
it  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  hon. 
Member  that  he  would  again  postpone 
the  settlement  of  this  question  for  an- 
other year,  leaving  so  many  deserving 
people  landless  and  homeless  f  The 
sympathy  of  the  hon.  Member  Appesred 
to  be  very  great,  so  far  as  hie  mind  was 
concerned ;  but  it  did  not  appear  in  the 
least  to  agitate  his  heart.  He  entirely 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
there  were  other  classes  besides  the 
agricultural  labourers  who  needed  help 
in  this  matter.  The  fishermen  of  the 
ooasts  had  suffered  more,  perhaps,  than 
any  other  dass  from  the  parsimony  of 
British  leginlation,  and  he  thought  they 
should  be  brought  ander  the  inflnenee 
of  some  umilar  legislation.  He  (Mr. 
Sexton)  himself,  when  the  original  Acts 
-wore  in  Committee,  had  made  a  similar 
jHTOposition ;  and  when  the  Mnnber  for 
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North  Derry  saw  Ms  way  to  taking  any 
practical  action  to  assist  the  fishermen 
he  wonld  find  for  him  more  active 
support  than,  perhaps,  he  ooold  get 
f^om  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  and 
Leader  the  Member  for  North  Armagh. 
Another  point  was  this— as  to  l^e  com- 
position' and  action  of  Boards  of  Onar- 
dians  in  Ireland.  Those  Boards  con- 
sisted of  about  one-half  landlords  and 
magistrates,  and  he  would  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  Irish  Tory  Members  to  this. 
The  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Mulbollaod)  had 
urged  that  Poor  Law  Goardians  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  should  be  compelled 
to  put  the  Act  in  foroe.  That  was  rather 
a  strong  step  to  take,  and  he  (Mr. 
Sexton)  did  not  know  how  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  Colleagues  would  like  it; 
but,  anyhow,  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  whether  he  and  they  thought  that 
landlords  in  Ireland,  acting  as  Poor  Law 
Guardians,  ought  to  be  oomxrelled  to  put 
the  Act  in  force.  If  the  hon.  Member 
meant  that,  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  quite 
agreed  with  him,  though  he  would  be  a 
little  bit  surprised,  for  it  was  surely  a 
little  inoonsietent  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  hon.  Member  admitted 
that  in  certain  parts  of  Ireland — in  the 
North— the  Act  had  not  worked,  and  he 
would  compel  the  Gnardians  to  act.  Let 
the  House  mark  the  inconsistency.  In 
the  same  breath  the  hon.  Membw  com- 
plained that,  in  other  parts  of  Ireland, 
where  the  Act  did  work,  the  National 
League  used  intimidation ;  in  fact,  he 
complained  of  the  National  League 
doing  what  he  himself  urged  oaght  to 
be  done.  Besides,  the  landloras  had 
half  the  seats  at  the  Boards. 

Mr.  MTJLHOLLAND:  No;  not  on 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  I  referred  to. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Surely  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman Oould  not  be  Sgnorant  of  the  fact 
that  tiie  landlords  held  half  tho  seats  at 
the  Boards  of  every  TTnlon  in  Ireland. 
Bvery  Union  had  two  elements,  tbe 
elected  Guardians  there  sent  by  the  rate- 
payers, and  the  other  half  was  composed 
of  magistrates— M  opeio  Guardians. 

Mb.  MULH0LLANI>:  They  are  not 
always  present— I  mean  Ifembenv  who 
sit  as  a  rule. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  Quite  so.  Of  course, 
the  landlords,  in  that  regard,  as  in 
everything  else,  neglected  their  dnty. 
Tbey  stayed  away  ^m  the  Board,  ex- 
cept when  there  wm  a  job  to  be  done. 
But  'Uiey  possessed  one-half  the  seat^  at 
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the  Boards ;  and  if  they  did  not  choose 
to  attend,  he  vas  sorry  to  say  it  was  not 
ia  his  power  to  compel  them.  An- 
other absurd  statement  made  was  t^at 
Boards  of  Guardians  were  intimidated 
by  the  National  LeaKoe  into  erecting 
cottages  where  they  "held  sway,"  as  (ho 
hon.  Afember  expressed  it,  because  the 
farmers  paid  less  of  the  rates  than  in 
other  parts.  He  took  issue  with  the  hob. 
Gentleman  on  that  point,  and  contended 
that  ihe  contrary  was  the  fact.  The 
holdings  in  Ulster  were  usually  small, 
and  in  Hnnater  and  Leinster  extensive ; 
and  in  the  latter  case  they  were  certain 
to  pi^  a  larger  proportion  of  the  rates 
than  where  they  were  small.   As  to  the 
phrase  need   "Where   the  National 
Leagoe  held  sway,"  it  was  held  that  the 
Irish  National  Party  and  the  National 
Jieague  were  synonymous.    Well,  all  he 
coul^  say  was,  that  the  part  of  Ireland 
*'  where   the  National  League  holds 
sway,"  as  tested  by  the  return  of  Irish 
Members,  was  all  Ireland,  except  three 
counties,  and  even  in  those  they  had 
had  effected  an    inroad,  and  would 
doubtless  get  a  further  advance.  On 
the  whole,  he  must  say  that  while  the 
hon.  Member  appeared  to  have  a  pla- 
tonio  affection  fur  Tory  Democracy,  and 
was  disposed  to  speak  quite  sympatheti- 
cally di  the  labourers,  his  affection  did 
jLot  seem  to  have  advanced  a  bit  beyond 
the  {Atonic  stage.   He  asked  the  hon. 
Member,  if  he  really  wanted  to  ehow 
that  he  was  interested  in  the  poor  of  Ire- 
land, whether,  instead  of  contradicting 
himself  in  every  third  sentence,  instead 
of  saying  the  measure  was  incomplete 
and  then  shelving  it,  instead  of  saying 
the  Guardisns- should  be  compelled  to 
act,  and,  at  the  same  time,  blaming  the 
National  League  for  doing  that,  instead 
of  making  such  speeches,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman should  consider  how  he  could  best 
and  most  effectually  help  to  bring  to  a 
aatisfactory  settlement  .this  important 
question?   As  to  the  Income  Tax,  there 
waa  not  very  much  in  that  point,  and  he 
would  be  prepared  to  strike  it  out.  He 
hoped  that  focilities  would  atill  be  given 
hj  the  Government  for  the  Gommittee 
stage ;  and  he  could  assure  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  that  if  that  were  done, 
lie  would  find  a  readiness  ou  the  part  of 
Irish  Members  to  accept  any  reasonable 
xuodification  that  might  be  suggested, 
and  which  would  be  justified  by  argu- 
ment.  He  would  ask  the  mtention  of  I 
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hon.  Gentlemen  to  aletterwld<^hehsd 
received  from  a  labourer  in  Ball7meft& 
Union,  pointing  out  that  a  committee 
had  there  been  appointed  to  consider  the 
erection  of  labourers*  cottages,  and  one 
member  of  the  committee  resided  in 
consequence  of  the  way  in  which  the 
proceedings  had  been  conducted. 

Mb.  MACA&TNET  :  Was  he  as  u 
officio,  or  an  elected  Guardian  ? 

Mb.  SEXTON :  It  did  not  matter.  If 
he  was  elected  it  was  a  credit  tohira; 
and  if  an  ex  o^cio  he  acted  so  honour- 
ably that  he  could  scarcely  he  an  Ulster 
landlord.  The  whole  question  of  Local 
Government  would  soon  bfi  discussed 
and  dealt  with.  This  was  not  the  tine 
to  deal  with  it,  and  in  view  of  that  fact 
he  would  stop  short  of  a  proposition  tn 
make  the  Guardians  take  action  ;  for  if 
they  were  to  be  compelled,  the  power 
do  so  wonld  fall  to  an  official  Bureau  de- 
void of  representative  capacity,  and  he 
was  not  inclined  to  give  power  to  such  s 
body.  The  true  way  to  settle  this  matta 
would  be  to  make  the  elective  system 
supreme  on  these  Boards.  Xjaat  year  he 
had  endeavoured  to  induce  tbe  Treasoi; 
to  give  the  Gnardians,  for  tbe  purposes 
of  the  Labourers'  Act,  the  same  terms 
that  the  late  Government  held  out  to 
tenants  under  the  Land  Act — that  was, 
to  give  them  £100  for  £4  a-year.  He 
was  quite  sure  that  if  the  GoTernmest 
would  do  that,  the  Guaidiana  might  then 
be  compelled  to  take  vigorona  aetioa. 
In  cont^nsion,  he  would  ux^e  upon  Ae 
House  to  give  practical  effect  to  the 
sympathy  expressed  on  all  sides  for  the 
labouring  classes. 

Colonel  WAEING  said,  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  enter  into  this  discnssioo 
had  he  not  been  challenged  to  do  so  by  tbe 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sexton)  who  htd 
just  eat  down.  Rethought  that  his  hem- 
Friend  and  brother  Officer  the  Member 
for  North  Deny  (Mr.  MulhoUand)  did, 
no  doubt,  owe  an  apology  to  the  hoi- 
Members  below  the  Gangway  for  ia- 
&inging  their  patents ;  but  it  was  tbe 
intention  of  himself  (Colonel  Waring), 
and  those  who  sat  near  him,  to  infringe 
a  good  many  of  the  patents  ^oee  hoa. 
Members  had  hitherto  exdneiTelf  looked 
upon  as  their  own.  He  had  wen  toU 
that  the  obstruction  diat  had  been  givsB 
to  the  operation  of  the  Laboorer^  Act 
was  by  the  landlords,  as  represented  ^ 
ex^ci*  Chiardians.  Well,  he  hnews 
littie  about  the  actum  of  the  Boaida  of 
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Qnardiant  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  in- 
aimucb  aa  he  had  been  a  member  of  one 

of  them  formanjf  jears,  and  had  latterly 
been  Tice-chairman ;  and,  from  the 
knowledge  thus  gained,  he  could  say 
that  the  obstruction  to  the  operation  of 
the  Act  of  1885  had  oomo  not  from  the 
tx  officio  Guardians,  but  from  the  elected 
Quardians.  Beferenees  had  been  made 
to  the  action  of  the  Ballymena  Board 
of  Quardians  in  regard  to  the  provision 
of  labourers'  direlUngs.  Well,  in  the 
Ballymena  Union  the  National  League 
did  not  hold  sway,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  ever  would ;  but  the  greatest  oppo- 
nents of  these  Acta  were  the  elected 
Guardians,  while  the  most  vigorouB  sup- 
porter was  Mr.  Patrick,  who  might  not 
be  an  Irish  landlord,  hut  was  what  hon. 
Members  below  tho  Gangway  disliked 
still  more—a  highly  respected  officer  of 
the  Orange  Association.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  had  twitted  the  Irish  Coa- 
servative  Members  with  having  merely 
a  platonic  sympathy  for  the  Irish  la- 
bourers; but  he  (Colonel  Waring)  did 
not  think  that  the  sympathy  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  extended 
much  farther.  They  talked  about  the 
interests  of  the  labourers;  but  before 
any  warm  attention  was  paid  to  the 
olaims  of  labourers  they  had  to  produce 
Q  piece  of  paper,  showing  that  they  were 
members  of  the  National  League.  Not 
only  did  he  (Colonel  Waring)  fed  sym- 
pathy for  the  Irish  labourers,  but  he 
thought  that  sympathy  should  not  be 
oon6ned  to  the  agricultural  labourers 
alone,  but  should  be  extended  to  the 
fishertnen.  Indeed,  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  not  unwilling  to  go  so  far ; 
but  they  did  not  hear  of  their  sympathy 
being  extended  to  the  weavers.  They 
belonged  to  districts  to  which  the  sway 
of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  he  referred  to 
had  not  extended,  and  were,  indeed,  the 
most  formidable  opponents  to  its  exten- 
uod;  and,  therefore,  they  were  not  to 
have  the  benefit  of  these  Acts.  His  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  MulhoUaud)  had  never  said, 
as  was  imputed  to  him  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  ^igo,  that  Guardians  were  being 
intimidated  by  the  National  League 
into  putting  these  Acts  into  operation. 
What  his  hon.  Friwd  said  was  that 
agricultural  labourers  were  intimidated 
into  becoming  members  of  the  National 
League  in  order  that  they  might  ob- 
tain the  benefit  of  tlie  Act.  He  (Colonel 


Waring)  was  desirous  to  promote  any 
legislation  which  was  for  the  interest  of 

the  community  generally,  and  not  of  the 
one  class  who  happened  to  be  the  preseht 
occupants  of  land.  They  were  a  very 
important  class;  but  there  were  other 
classes  above  and  belowand  around  them 
whose  interests  had  to  be  fully  con- 
sidered ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  any- 
one, except  actually  existing  occupier?, 
had  gained  one  atom  by  the  recent  legis- 
lation for  Ireland.  If  he  and  his  Col- 
leagues occasionally  expressed  an  inten- 
tion to  go  a  certain  distance  with  those 
hon.  Members,  it  was,  at  the  same 
time,  but  natural  that  they  should  hesi- 
tate to  go  along  that  high  road  which, 
as  they  were  told  on  the  highest  au- 
thority, led  to  destruction.  While, 
therefore,  he  was  ready  to  facilitate  the 
passage  of  the  BiU  through  Committee, 
and  hoped  the  Government  would  give 
the  requisite  facilities  for  that  purpose, 
he  trusted  that  something  might  be  done 
to  extend  the  benefits  of  its  provisions 
to  classes  who  had  not  yet  been  reached 
by  previous  legislation  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  DILLON  said,  he  thought  that 
after  the  speech  just  made  the  discussion 
might  close,  for  there  really  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  any  difference  of  opinion. 
There  were  statements  made  concerning 
the  Labourers'  Act  which  he  desired  to 
contradict  as  a  matter  of  public  duty. 
It  had  been  alleged,  for  instance,  that 
in  the  South  of  Ireland,  where  it  was 
admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  Acts  had 
been  put  in  force,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, with  the  approval  of  the  Irish 
Members,  the  labourers  who  desired  to 
put  the  Act  in  motion  were  desired  to 
produce  their  cards  of  membership  of 
theNational  League.  He  utterly  denied 
that  any  such  system  had  either  their 
approval  or  connivance.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  utterly  discountenanced  any 
such  proceeding,  although  attempts  were 
made  by  an  Association,  the  Freemasons, 
who  carried  on  an  organized  system  of 
"Boycotting"  in  regard  to  those  who 
did  not  belong  to  meir  organization. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  only  yesterday 
stated  that,  according  to  reports  that 
had  been  sent  to  him,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  induce  the  members  of  the 
Tipperary  Board  of  Guardians,  every 
man  of  whom  belonged  to  the  National 
League,  to  show  some  favour  of  that 
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ktiidi  Bod  tbe  Attempt  was  resented  m 
tun  iasult  to  tiiebr  Board.  Thft  bon.  and 
gBdlaat  Membgrfor  North  Sown  (Colonel 
Wartni^)  said,  afbir  rsferriog  to  th« 
aiction  «f  the  Bullymena  Board  of  Ouar* 
dia&b,  that  there  vae  a  particular  body 
for  which  Natkmaliota  entertained  even 
a  greater  difllike  than  the  landloxdfl  of 
Ireland;  Now,  altbotigh  the  Irish  Oa- 
tholkn  had  suffered  much  from  the 
Ora3ag;e  Body,  they  bad  not  a  greater 
dislike  to  that  Body  than  they  had  to  the 
}andk)rds.  He  (Mr.  Dillon)  challenged 
the  Orange  Members  for  Belfast  to  deny 
that  the  Oatbolios  toted  for  them,  and 
helped  in  the  return  of  the  hon.  Gtentle- 
men  who  sat  for  Soath  B^fast  and  East 
Belfaat.  [*'No,nor"]  Well,  he  chal- 
lenge either  of  those  bon.  Members 
tor  stand  up  and  deny  that  the  OatboHt 
Nationalists  bad  voted  for  them  at  tiie 
tH>ll.   N07  the  NationalfBts  didnot  hate 


and  workers  of  every  class.  That  fact 
vue  perfectly  well  koowa  to  those  bc> 
qaainted  with  theliistoiy  of Hieneasnre, 
and  tha  bm.  Uembers  abon  the  Cioag' 
way  ampearad  to  be  nitiz^  igncffaitt  of 
the  effortaoC  the  Iri^  Party  on  behatl 
of  the  labourers  of  Ireland.  Focsereral 
y«ar8  the  "Loyal  Party"  never  tool 
any  interest  in  the  subjset ;  but,  now 
that  many  of  their  seats  wer»in  imini- 
nent  danger,  they  becam«  deeply  inte- 
rested in  the  oases  of  the  glebe  pui- 
ehasers,  becuuse  they  knew  that  then 
wore  300  or  400  of  them  scattered  over 
the  diviisions  of  Tyrone,  whose  votea 
would  be<  badly  wanted  by  the  Orange 
Party  at  the  next  Election. 

Hajor  SAUNDEBSON  aaid,  Ibit 
boo.  Members  below  the  Qangway  were 
fond  of  arrogating  to  tiieaaselree  ttte 
right  of  iaitiating  all  remedial  lesida- 
tion  for  Ireland}  and  when  they  iotrnd 


ihem,  except  trhen       were  doing  evil ;  I  that  Members  above  the  Qaagway  also 


they  <welw  ready  to  support  them  in 
krr9ty  honest  efibrt  tiiey  made  to  defend 
the  rightsof  the  Irish  people.  Thehon. 
and  gallant  Member  also  said  that  the 
obstruction  to  the  Labourers'  Act  was 
m«unly  given  by  elected  Guardians. 
Well,  if  that  was  true,  !t  was  a  very 
flhnng  argument  for  introducing  the 


bad  a  duty  to '  perform  zn  r^fud  \o 
legislation  fcod  the  improrsment  of  the 
condition  of  the  peo^e  of  Ireland,  Ixm. 
Membtt-s  were  good  enough  to  Jan^h 
and  sneer  derisively  at  any  proposal  n 
that  direction.  It  was  undoubtedly  trM 
that  there  were  a  great  many  laboomB 
in  IReter,  and  a  considerablv  numbo*  of 


National  League  into  Ulster.  Wherever  them  voted  for  the  OonservatiTe  caadi- 


the  National  League  existed,  ^e  Act 
was,  according  to  the  hon.  end  gallant 
Member,  put  in  force ;  and  wherever  it 
did  not  the  contrary  was  the  case.  In 
thti  portion  of  (ihe  North  of  Ireland 
where  most  complaints  werd  made  of 
the  obstmetioB,  there  were  large  num- 


dates  who  ntnr  had  seats  in  the  Hbasc 
of  Commons.  Bat  be  would  remmdthe 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  BiHon)  that  a  great 
nvmbeir  of  hon.  Members  who  now  re- 
presented part  of  the  Ulster  popalation 
•—a  conndersble  number— did  not  sit  in 
the  House  of  Gooimons  before,  and  ImI 


bers  of  the  landlord  party  in  f^e  Unions, '  no  opportunity  in  the  past  of  taldng 


action  in  ^  direction  thcQr  wen  aor 
inclined  to  go.  Also,  he  might  obvem 
that,  on  the  opeDing  of  Parliamsnf^ 
Members  below  the  Gangway  had  11 
enormous  advantage  over  himeelfuid 
his  Friends,  in  that  they  had  all  tbev 
preparations  ready  beforehand,  and  all 
their  Bills  prepared.    The  pr^ratioM 


boft  as  elected  and  «w  o^'e  Guardians. 
31iw«aeMiifid  t6  be  a  determined  effSort 
to  make  an  ectraordinary  misrepreaenta- 
tion  to  iltat  Hoaae.  It  had  been  in- 
sintiaied  that  the  Irish  Members  de- 
sired l^at  the  benefits  of  the  Act  should 
be  -confined  to  one  class  of  labourers 
only.     The   Irish  so-called    "  Loyal  ^ 

Party" — for  it  might  be  a  matter  of  j  were  made  before  the  Klectiwis  took 
il^ment  which  was  the  real  "  Loyal  I  place;  and  before  the  Elections  it  m 
Party*' — had  suddebly  woke  up  to  a  '  settled  who  was  to  represent  certain  ooo- 
great  amount  of  zeal  in  advocating  the  !  stituencies,  and  when  he  did  so  wliit 
ftxt^ndlng  of  -the  benefits  of  the  Act  to  |  measnrds  he  would  propose.  "But  l£m- 
dll  olasees  of  Irfbonrera.  Well,  hie  bon.  1  bets  of  the  Oonservative  Party  fcid  nirf 
Friend  ^e  Member  fbr  Sligo  (Mr.  I^ex-  the  advantage  of  knowing  for  ««rtuB 
ton)  had  sat  on  a  Oomtnitteo,  and  en-  the  result  of  th«  eleotiou  l^foreittook 
deavoored,  day  after  day,  to  hdve  those  place.  They  had  thbdisag^eeaUe  aeees- 
bieoefifai  extettded  to  ih&se'very  elaiBses  |  sity  of  e^plying  to  the  iriahMoftfci 
«f  labourevs  And  fi»h^fiBi,-cuid  ireovem  idectofii  vuom  tSey  ^Aesitedlo'npNsMt' 
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gendaoiBiit  sKHMig>aaliDa1:di&,  ir]M>  vcm 
to  i»piM€Rifc'  cmtno  •oonalitaeDeiM'in  itha 
Ifortb.  ^  ThstfOf c0iuaeii|ai»iHolitbeiii 
beloirthrOuiewBy  aa-sobnuitaire;  bat 
{Hscbaps,  in;  the  ilutaTer  OouaarVfttivaa 
itobU  meet  them  in.  a  niailax  muiner. 
T^e  hoD.  UemberfOT  Maj«  (Mr.  DUlon) 
objected  to  oertain  Btatements  made  in 
the  Houaej  and  probably,  alloided  to 
Qustione  asked,   espeoially   oue  -  \q 
(Magor  Saunderson)  ashed  Mf  theiOhief 
Secretary  for  Iralaad  aa  to-tbe  aottoa  of 
the  Natioaal  League.    Ttue  hctn.  Mem- 
ber deniedj  as  far  as  he  could  aodeitstand 
hia  speeoh,  that  the  INatianal  League  in 
Ireland  had  talcen  the  aetioa  indicated 
in  that  Question.  >Now.  the  OujSBtion 
ashed  had  refereitce  to  a  letter  v^ittea 
by  aBomaa  Oatholio  deri^yinan  in  Tip' 
peran'r  tn  whieh-  he  (Major  Baandereon) 
tailed  the  attentiDn  of  Her  lilMestiy'e 
Oovenuawt.  In  hie  lettw  the-  Soman 
Oiitholie  elei^yiftaa  aaid  there  vere  two 
Bien,  one  named  Timothy  O'Brien-^ 
probably  a  telative  of  some  bon'  Mem- 
ber below  the  Gangway— -and  aniotbAi 
irbo  waa  called  Fitagerald ;  ackd  he 
pointed  oat  that  Timothy  O'Brien  vas 
a  member  of  the  National  League,  and 
Fitzgerald  waa  not ;  therefore  theOuar- 
dtans  were  to  Tote  foor  O'Brien.  The 
Ohairman  of  the  Board  said  it  waa  a 
dangeroua  letter,  for  it  might  get  into 
the  Freas,  and  if  it  did  it  was  almost 
oertain  to  get  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mona ;  and  he  (Major  Seuaderson)  took 
precious  good  care  it  did.    Sint^  then 
thwe  had  been  another  letter  from  the 
reverend  gentleman,  giving  an  explanan 
tion  of  a  peculiar  oiteumstance  that 
oropped  up.  It  appeared  that  th«  Bev. 
BCr.  Hennebse^  signed  for  both  parties, 
and  the  Board  eould  not  make  out  the 
object  of  the  rereread  gentleman  ;  but 
his  explanation  was  that  Fitzgerald 
humbugged  him,  and  represented  that 
be  was  a  member  of  the  League ;  but 
afterwards,  findiag^  he  was  not  a  mem- 
ber, Mr.  Hennessey  signed  for  O'Brien, 
and  hoped  he  would  get  the  cottage.  So 
much  in  reference  to  that  Board. 

Milt.  DILLON :  The  etatement  of  the 
hoD.  Member  for  North  Down  that  I 
eontradieted  was  that  it  waa  necessary 
to  bare  a  card  in  order  to  get  a  cottage, 
■  Major  SAUNDERSON  aaid,  that  he 
had  anethw  caa«  whieh  he  wilted  to 
OtU  atteatioi)  to,  that  waa. reported  in 


a.imeietiog  of  th9j  Albjf  b»a<^i:D£i^9 
NatK>nBlXeagii%  tbe.hf>a.  eeiBigrtftfff.Anr 
aonnoed  .thai  he  luidrZ^ived  a..l«j^tAr 
from' Mary. Xtoybi  «o«fipilwfti4g  tlikati 
though,  she  bad  sent  in  a  x^vwwitatioA 
to  the<  Aihy  Ou'ardtana  ior .  ar  laboiwer*# 
cottage,  ahe  aav  no  rof er«ace  t«  it  in  th^ 
advertiseiuent  of  the  eoheme  published  in 
TktLaoder.  The  secretai^r  went  on  to  Bwy 
that  he  wished  fao  ramArk,/  vith  ffegand 
to-  tbe  state  of  the  lab^urws  an,  tha(t 
county,  though 'they .  seemed  to  think 
l^ey  oould  obtain  cottages  without  goiqg 
thoough  the  open  door  of  the  LeagnOl 
it  was  importaDjt  they  should  i  ks^nr 
that  the  branch  would  only  recommend 
aa  tenants  of .  the  cottages  to  thoQuari- 
^aaa  soch  at  w«r.e  raembera  the 
League.  Thai  shomed  lija  th^se  t\?o 
plaoea,  and  ae-  4onbt  :iA-  huiMlxads  of 
others^  what  -  vae  .  the'  action /of  the 
Iieag««k  WhM  he.  panted  to  point  out 
was  that  it  wa^  quiio  oleaX'tha^  in  hunt 
dreds  of  places  ia  Ireland  an  Aot  paesed 
by  the  House  of  Conatnoaa  for  the  poXt 
pose  of  aUeviating  the  ootaditioQ  of  the 
Irish  labourer  waa  mAde  use  of  by  th^ 
onsaoiKation  .which  wa0  u&der  the  i^ 
mediate  ^  direetioui  of  hon.  Gentlem^a 
below  the  Gangway-  as  a  peUtipal  leyes 
on  their  part  to  subjugate  the  will  of 
the  Irish  people.  [Crw  0/ "  Oh.  ohl".] 
If  tbftt  wae  not  the  ease,  enoA  if  hon* 
Members  objected  to.  the  action  of  tlie 
National  League,  why  did  they  not  g^t 
upland  cQudemn  it  in  public  and  in  thiO 
House  of  Commona?  .  ■  - 

lAx.  DILLON :  'i'bat  is  exaotly  what 
I  have  do»e  over  and  over  again. 

MiJoa  6AUNDEBS0N  asked,  why 
thw  did  not  do  so  when  thejy  wentover  Uf 
Ireland  ?  He  quite  admitted;  that  bon. 
MembeM  betow  the  Gangway  speaking 
in  Ireland  and  epeakio^  in  the  iOeuee 
DfOommQQBWeEeqaitediffe^teAimale. 
["  Oh,  oh!"  and  "  Shamal"!.  He  would 
withdraw  the  word  *'  animals,"  and 
say  they  had  a  quite  different  method 
of  speaking  and  mode  of  watory..  "Why 
did  they  not  in  Ireland  say  tbftt  no  ditV 
ference  at  all  should  be  made  bptw.een 
one  Irishtsaa  and  another  in.grbnting 
the  advantages  of  this  Act?  With  re- 
gard to  the  Aaiendmeotfl  proposed  in 
them  by  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Mayne), 
he  had  to  say  that  he  woittld  decid£i41y 
■Hppi>rt  ita  eeoond  readijic*  Whet  wee 
msm,  he  vi(s,%tti^.M»dy.to  join,  ia  the 
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Appeal  to  the  Tight  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  that  facility  should  be  given 
vrithout  too  much  de^aj  for  its  further 
disooesion  and  ooauideratioa.  He  kneir 
somethiog  about  the  labouring  popula- 
tion, and  he  waa  not  a  nevr  oonvertto 
legUlation  having  £or  its  object  tihe  pro- 
tection and  aUwiation  of  the  oondition 
of  the  InA  people.  He  had  alwajra  sup- 
ported the  Land  Bill,  and  did  nc4 
regret  having  done  so ;  and  he  had 
alvays  been  in  favour  of  advancing,  as 
muoh  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  the 
couditton  of  the  Irish  labourer,  for,  in 
his  opinion,  he  was  badly  clothed,  badly 
paid,  as  well  as  being  badly  fed.  It 
would  be  an  intense  satisfaetipn.  to  him 
if,  by  any  action  on  his  part,  he  oould 
asHst  in  helping  him.  He  was,  there- 
fore, ready  to  support  any  Bill  which 
was  brought  in  to  ameliorate  the  la- 
bourer's condition,  and  to  make  him  what 
he  believed  he  could  be  made — a  law- 
abiding  oitisea.  He  would  not  criticize 
the  subject  further;  but  he  would  say 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site would  give  tiiem  an  early  oppor- 
tunity  of  disoiuBing  the  Bill  he  should 
be  rmdy  to  take  part  in  the  disouscaon 
that  might  arise,  and  to  suggest  any 
improvement  that  might  be  desirable. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  NOLAN  said,  he  deeply 
regretted  that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber who  had  last  addressed  the  House 
was  not  now  in  his  place.  He  (Mr. 
Nolan)  wished  to  say  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  would  remain  in 
his  mind  as  the  Qentleman  who  had  the 
good  taete  to  make  a  personal  attack 
upon  him  the  very  first  night  he  took 
hie  seat  in  the  House  ;  and  therefore  he 
was  not  surprised  to  find  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  had  had  the  very 
questionable  taeteof  referring  to  Timothy 
O'Brien  as  beine  possibly  a  relative  of 
some  of  his  (Mr.  Nolan's)  Colleagues 
below  the  Gangway.  Knowing  the 
Gentlemen  who  bore  the  name  of 
O'Brien  in  the  House  and  his  Col- 
leagueSf  he  thought  he  oonld  take  it 
upon  himself  to  say  that,  although  he 
believed  that  the  person  in  question  had 
not  the  slightest  connection,  whether  by 
relationahtp  or  otherwise,  to  any  of  those 
Gentlemen,  there  was  not  one  of  them 
who  would  think  of  repudiating  any 
such  oonneoticm  with  any  honest  man, 
aoeh  as  he  presumed  Timothy  O'Brien 
to  be. '  Xhat^  howerer,  .did  not  lessen 
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the  animus  of  the  remark  made  by  the 
hon.  and  gallaat  Member  for  Nortli 
Armagh.  Another  intelligent  aUunon 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Uemler 
made  to  himself  and  Colleagues  vai 
that  thOT  were  animals-  Now,  th^  did 
not  at  ail  intend  to  deny  the  charge,  nor 
did  they  at  all  intend  to  say  that 
did  not  belong  to  that  class  of  animali 
that  had  got  a  little  baekbone  in  fheia, 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Oentleniaii 
would  perhaps  find  out.  The  hoD.  ud 
gallant  Member  also  spoke  of  himself 
(Mr.  Nolan)  and  his  Colleagues  at  k- 
roj^ating  to  themselves  the  right  of 
initiattDg  reforms  for  the  Irieh  people. 
If  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  or 
his  ColleagueB  would  only  take  upon 
themselves  the  duty  of  introduciug  tlie 
reforms  necessary  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, he  would  find  that  they  would  ob- 
tain every  support  from  the  Irish  Party. 
One  statement  the  hon.  and  gallaot 
Member  made  was,  that  there  was  & 
great  deal  of.  intolerance  displayed  in 
Munster,  Lelnater,  and  Connaught, 
the  members  of  the  National  League. 
It  waa  an  old  saying  that  people  lAa 
lived  in  glass  houses  should  not  tbro* 
stones ;  and  he  would  undertake  to  pron 
to  any  hon.  Member  in  the  House,  no 
matter  to  what  Party  he  might  belong, 
that  intolerance  in  its  rankest  fomi 
was  practised  by  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
claimed  to  represent  Ulster  in  the  Houte. 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  must  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  that,  although  he  liu 
been  allowed,  during  the  earlier  part  of 
his  speech,  to  answer  some  charges irhidi 
he  regarded  as  personal,  he  is  not  nov 
discussing  the  second  reading  of  ^ 
Bill,  which  is  the  Question  before  tlie 
House,  but  is  indulging  in  personal  re- 
criminations which  have  nothing  vliat- 
ever  to  do  with  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House. 

Ha.  JOSEPH  NOLAN  begged  to  bov 
to  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker ;  but  he 
thought  that,  having  listened  to  those 
charges  made  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  above  the  Gangway,  h« 
should  have  been  permitted  to  say  vrh^ 
could  be  said  on  ^e  other  side,  and  ha 
was  sorry  to  find  that  he  was  mistaken. 

Ma.  SPEAKER :  Order  !  order !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  entitled  to  speak 
of  my  ruling  in  that  manner.  I  have 
said  that  tha  charges  are  matters  of  per- 
sonality ;  uoA  I  h^  these  ^uestitou  an 
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irrelevant  to  tbo  Question,  which  is  the 
iiropDsal  that  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  NOLAN eaid,  heb^gged 
respectfully  to  submit  to  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair;  and  ho  would  not  carry  the 
discussion  further  in  the  direction  in 
which  he  had  been  proceeding,  but  deal 
with  the  merits  of  tbo  Bill  before  the 
House.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
right  hoh.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  au- 
liouaced  that  ho  would  not  oppose  the' 
second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  he  was 
sorry  to  find  that  ho  was  not  prepared 
to  grant  any  facility  for  its  further  die- 
cuasion.  One  objection  to  the  Bill  was 
baaed  on  economy.  He  would  respect- 
fully submit  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  there  would  be  greater  eco- 
nomy in  providing  for  the  support  of  a 
numerous  class  outside  the  workhouse 
rather  than  inside.  A  great  many  la- 
bourers were  at  times  forced  to  take 
refuge  in  the  workhouse  under  exist- 
ing conditions;  and  if  the  Bill  were 
carried  into  law  these  people  would 
be  able  to  maintain  themsolves  out- 
side. There  was  nothing  which  mili- 
tated ogainet  working  people^s  success 
80  much  as  the  want  of  proper  habita- 
tions. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  bo  able  to 
see  his  way  to  withdraw  his  objection 
to  affording  time  for  going  into  Com- 
mittee. 

Me.  MAOAHTNEYeaid,  he  rose  prin- 
cipally for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  the 
appeal  of  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
the  Member  for  North  Armagh  (Major 
Saunderson)  for  an  opportunity  for 
further  diBcussion  of  the  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee. He  regretted  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land was  not  now  in  tho  House  ;  but  he 
hoped  that  some  of  his  Colleagues  would 
inform  him  of  the  appeal  that  was  made. 
He  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  any  of  the 
ainful  elements  that  had  been  intro- 
ucod  into  the  discussion ;  and  whilst  he 
was  quite  prepared  to  acknowledge  the 
sincerity  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  in  bringing  forward  that  Bill, 
he,  at  the  same  time,  in.  return  must  ask 
for  similar  credit  for  himself  and  those 
near  him,  in  their  efforts  to  realize  those 
objects  which  it  was  intended  by  legis- 
lation they  should  possess.  Neither  did 
he  wish  to  refer  at  any  length  to  the 
discuseion  that  had  alreddy  taketi  place ; 
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but  he  certainly  did  not  understand  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Derry  (Mr.  MulhoUand)  desired  to  take 
the  connse  attributed  to  him.  He  be- 
lieved his  hon.  Friend  would  be  quite 
prepared  to  consider  this  measure  in 
Committee,  and  give  it  the  fullest  and 
most  favourable  hearing.  To  a  great 
extent,  he  (Mr.  Macartney)  agreed  in 
the  defects  indicated  in  the  previous 
Acts.  The  machinery  of  the  Acts  might 
be  greatly  improved,  though  he  was  not 
prepared  to  accept  evarj  detail  of  the 
Bill,  nor  did  he  think  it  deairable  to 
subject  the  Bill  to  ft  lengthened  exami- 
nation by  a  Seleot  Committee.  F<n  hia 
own  part,  he  beliered  that  those  mea> 
sures,  which  were  designed  to  give  to 
the  labourers  of  Ireland  what,  in  so 
many  instances,  they  were  so  muoh  in 
need,  of — proper  house  aooommodation, 
necessary  sanitary  arrangements,  and 
an  allotment  of  ground  at  a  reasonable 
rent— would  not  really  attain  their  ends 
until  tho  right  of  putting  in  motion  the 
machinery  of  the  Bill  was  given  to  those 
who  were  outside  the  ratepayers  of  Ire- 
land. He  was  very  muoh  inclined  to 
give  to  labourers  themselves  powers  to 
put  in  motion  the  representations  that 
were  made,  under  proper  administra- 
tions, and  subject,  of  course,  to  the  rate- 
payers  having  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  parpoae 
of  protecting  their  own  interests.  There 
were  also  one  or  two  other  matters  that 
required  consideration ;  bnt  he  would 
not  enter  into  them  upon  the  pretent 
Occasion,  as  tho  time  was  rapidly  pass- 
ing. Beyond  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  enter  info  details,  seeing  there  was  a 
general  concurrence  of  opinion  above 
and  below  the  Gangway.  The  hon. 
Member  who  moved  the  second  reading 
(Mr.  Mayne)  in  a  very  moderate  speech 
admitted  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 
contentious  matter  in  the  Bill ;  and,  of 
course,  he  was  not  prepared  to  give  an 
unqualified  assent  to  aJl ;  bnt,  after  an 
opportunity  of  communicating  with  hie 
friends  in  Ireland  engaged  in  adaiinia- 
tering  the  Act  of  1«8A,  they  would  be 
able  to  give  full  consideration  to  tho 
Bill, and,  he  hoped,  a  largemeBwureof sup- 
port. The  clauses  extending  the  power 
of  compulsory  purehase  required  the 
closest  attention ;  and  on  that  and  other 
points  he  reserved  to  hims^  complete 
liberty  of  action  ia  Comnuttee.  He  did 
not  wish  to  bi^,  at  the  present  moment, 
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that  he  was  going  to  Hmh  hfmwlf  to 
an  absolate  refneal  to  eonsideir  ttiete 
inatters ;  but  he  wished  to  retain  to  him- 
«6lf  oompiete  freedom  of  aotion  in  Oom- 
mittwe  upon  the  Bill.  The  raatn  object 
of  his  rising  was  to  make  a  strong  ap- 
peal to  Her  Majwty'a  Goremment  to 
giveiVu^litleB  for  the  fnture  dieeussion 
of  a  measure  which,  he  believed,  would 
eondnce  to  the  benefit  not  only  of  the 
class  to  which  it  was  specially  dengoed, 
but  of  all  classes  in  Ireland. 

Mr;  DAWBONsaid,  thBtthelabourera' 
dwetHogs  throughout  Ireland  stood  sadly 
in  need  of  considerable  improvement. 
He  would  therefore  appeal  to  the  Ol0- 
Temment  to  give  the  utmost  fooiliti^  in 
their  power  for  diBcuB8ing.th6  4@'Ail8  of 
the  BiH,  and  in  bringing  it  to  a  success- 
ful conclusion,  for  there  was  much  in  it 
that  was  dasarrinff  a£  suppoft.  In  re- 
gard to  the  South  oflreland,  he  bolteyed, 
from  personal  knowledge,  that  the  op- 
position to  the  Act  of  lastyear  by  Boarda 
of  Guardians  came  as  much  from  the 
«lective  Gnar^ians,  and  in  some  oasea 
more,  than  from  the  at  Qnazdiuis. 
Of  eouree,  one  Board  of  Guardians 
diffbred  from  another ;  bttt  he  thought 
it  was  an  erroneoQs  idea  to  believe  that 
the  M  o^ei*  Guardians  had  any  destxe 
to  interfere  with  the  agvioultnral  la- 
bonrert.  He  also  agreed  in  the  ad- 
visability of  extending  the  benefit  of  the 
Act  to  othei^  than  purely  agriouUnral 
labour»8^  as  he  believed  that  those  who 
gained  their  liv^ihood  by  fishing  were 
as  well  entitled  to  reoene  the  benefit  of 
the  Act  as  those  who  were  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits. 

Ma.  DEASY  said,  he  believed  that 
f^rthn*  di8<nis«idQ  would  "be  utter  wsBte 
of  time;'  therefore  he  wvnld  not  follow 
the  hon.  Member  who  had  jnetBatdowQ 
{Mx.  Dawson)  upon  th^  qnestion  as  to 
how  the  Aet  had  been  worked  by  Boards 
of  Guardians  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 
Had  he  any  desire  to  do  so,  he  thought 
he  could  show  by  ttatietios  that  t^e  Act 
had  been  obstructed  by  a  dass  of  people 
different  to  those  who  represented  uie 
ratepayers  of  Ireland ;  but  he  would  not 
do  so,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  introduoe 
any  oontentioas  matter.  What  be  de- 
sired to  do  wad  to  oontradict  the  state- 
ment made  in  the  House  by  the  hon. 
and  galtsnt  Member  for  North  Amagh 
(Major  Sftundewoii)i  that  the  National 
Ji*agu6  availed  themselves  of  the  La- 
bourers' Aet  to  anoy  the  Undtords. 
JO:  Jfaearituy 


Major  SATTNDEBaOH:  i  did  sot 
■sayanythingof  the  kind. 

Ma.  BSASY  said,  tkat  it  was  nid 
that  the  Natiooal  League  wooU  wt 
allow  the  beneit  of  that-  Aet  to 
labotiTer  not  a  memlwr  of  tite  MatioMl 
Leag«e;  «id-a  aimikn:  stateiieatm 
made,  eone  time  -Bgo,  at  Cheater  in  tiie 
presence  of  the  hon.  uid  |{nllntQeii^ 
man,  the  gentleman  who  was  kaan 
as  Chainnan.  of  the  Defence  Adssodatum 
of  the  SoQth  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Smilk- 
Bany,  who  said  tXiat  the  Notkail 
Leagtie  used  the  Labourers'  Act  for 
political  purpeees  4n  the  Cork  UaioD  snd 
in  otiMT  t7nion8  in  that  county.  One  ef 
his(MajorSaunderaon*a)greatestfrirad<, 
Captain  Batnbriige,  One  of'  the  Onage 
candidates  at  the  recent  Eledion,  atatad 
that  if  Mr.  Smitfa-nBaxry  made  soeti  m 
assertioa;  in  ragard  to  the  Cork  Board 
oJ  Qwurdiaas,  it  was-  a  lift,  and  that  bad 
the  eflbot  of  drawing  f^m  Hi.  fimiA- 
Barry  a  letter,'  hi  .which  -  he  «thirev 
the  imputukm.  It  was  merely  for  Hk 
purpoae  of  bringing  tliat  matttr  mdir 
the  attentioai  of  the  Honae,  and  of  idwr* 
ing  how  groondlcas  were  the  cfavfe 
made  against  the  National  Leagoeorga- 
nisation  by  fts  opponents,  that  he  nd 
riseai'to  maketheae  few  remarks. 

Mb.  JOHN  ESDMOND  aaid.'heqtnie 
agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  (Mx.  'Dmj) 
in  the  statement  Aat  any  further  dU- 
eussion  on  the  princi;do  of  the  BiltmnU 
be  waste  of  time,  and  he  ceold  assan 
the  House  he  had  no  intention  ef  fsi- 
thw  disDDSsing  the  prinoipleof  tbeBiD. 
He  had  mer^  lieen  for  the  purpoee  of 
enforotBg  one  p(nnt  of  his  hon.  Fnsaf  > 
speech  as  to  the  nrisrepresentatiofts  <d 
the  aotion  of  the  National  I^eagafl  jh*- 
stavtly  indulged  ia  by  Gentlenien  hold- 
ing tine  view*  e<  thoae  abwre  theOaag* 
way;  and  he  woidd  not  enlaiea  Airtkr 
upon  that  were  it  not  that  the  obi^ 
which  was  made  was  a  Beriotnr  matter- 
namely,  that  with  reference  to  the  all^ 
aotion  of  the  National  Leagne  in  iat^- 
datiogBoardaof  Guardians  to  givetfae 
cottages  to  membecs  of  the  Nirtioail 
Lea^e  only.  He  wished,  with  the  pn^ 
mission  of  the  House,'  to  call  attebtion 
to  a  Btaten»nt  made  by  the  hen.  s"^ 
gaUaat  Member  for  iNorth- Armagh  kim- 
selC,  which,  when  proved  to  be  nntrte, 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Memlw  £d  not 
withdraw.  XI|e  statenamt  was  made^i 
the  oooaaion  of  8' dep(dnti6n<  to  lArJ 
Salisbny  by  the  XoyaL  ana:£&twtio 
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Uuibn,  vhich  fttatement  Vfts  a  spsoifia 
statement  to  tbe  effect  thM  t^e  Now- 
bridge  National  Leaga^,  irhicli  .^on- 
tiatwlt  he  said,  to  a  grettt  sxtenfc  of 
nwmbeTS'of  tbe  Board  of  GKiardiane» 
had  pitsaed-  a  r«eo1utuHi  dedanng  tlut 
the  Board  of  Q-uardioiis  sbould  not  gire 
laboarera'' cottages  to  -any  {tersoDs  who 
were  not  members  of  the  National 
lieaguot  Ona  of  fab  (Hx.  Bednond'e] 
btm.  Frie&de  and  Gc^eagues,  tbe  Bepre- 
aentatiTe  6i  Kildard,  at  onoe  communi- 
cated with  tbat  brataoh  of  tbe  Lea^e 
and  witb  the  Boasd  of  GbardianSk  He 
elicited  from  tbe  NatioQal  League  a 
statement  that  no  sucb  reaolution  was 
4ver  proposed  or  passed  ;  and  be  ^ic^tdd 
from  the  Board  of  Guardians,  at  a  meet- 
ing at  wbieh  a  well-known  Ooneerratiye 
landlj(»rd  of  tbe  county  was  in  tbe  chtex, 
.  tbe  statement  that,  su  far  as  they  knew, 
nothing  of  the  kind  had  ooenired,  and 
tbat  in  their- opioiona  the  hon.  and  gol- 
;lant  (Jentlemaxi  ovght  to  withdraw  tbe 
diarge.  It  waa  forChex  establiahedthat 
only  one  monibeaf  of  the  Board  of  Qnar- 
dune  waa  a  member  of  the  Natioaal 
Itf i«ue.  In  point  of  fact,  the  statomeat 
of  ttie  hon.  and  gallant  Member  was 
proved  to  be  without  one  tittle  of  foun- 
dation. The  ben.  Mediber  for  Kildare 
eommuiucated  withtbebod.  and  gallant 
Gentlemoi],  and  pointed  out  to  Mm  that 
tbe  statement  was  erroneous,  and  asked 
him  to  be  manly  and  fair  raough  to 
imitate  the  action  of  Ifr.  Smitb-Baiwy^ 
and  withdraw  ;  but  the  bon.  and  ^Uant 
Id^mber  wrote  to  say  he  oould  not  with- 
draw the  charge,  because,  forsooth,  hebad 
aeenastatementtoits  effectinthecolumns 
oi  Thel>aay  £xpreat.  [Zavphter,}  This 
might  seem  to  many  hon.  MembniB  a  very 
tribal  matter ;  bat  tl  really  waa  not  a 
matter  of  little  importanee  when  state- 
ments of  this  kind  were  made  on  En^sfa 
platforms  to  English  people,  and  when 
they,  were  believed  by  f^e  people.  He 
truBted  that  what  hod  now  been  said 
upon  this  subject  would  be  sufficient  to 
put  tbe  point  at  rest,  aod  sufficient  to 
cause  tbe  English  people  to  nceire  simi- 
lar statements  witb  caution  and  reserve. 

Matob  SAUNDEESON  said,  be 
wished  to  ask  the  permission  of  tbe 
House  to  make  a  personal  explanation. 
It  was  perfectly  true  tbat  he  had  made 
the  datement  to  Locd.  Salisbury  tiiat 
certain  facts  had  taken  place,  and  when 
he  ireoeived  the  communication  &om  the 
htm.  Member  for  KUdore  he  r^Md  to 


withdravr  it.  because,  as  b^e  bad .  in- 
formed the  hon.  Member)  it  waa  a  state- 
ment op  which  vas  founds  a.  leading 
article  in' The-  Da*!^  SsprMt.  ["Oh, 
oh!"  and  ZinyA^.}.  Hon.  Members 
below  the  OaqgWA^  pvobably;  did  not 
read  Th«  Jkuly  Mstpmt  i  ■  but  l|ie  4id,  aoA 
hb  oould  not  see  what  other  course  ao^ 
public  Tnan  could  take  but  to  found  bis 
opinions  upon  what  appeared  in.  the 
Press,  and  which  bad  been  uncontra- 
dicted. 

Hit.  JOHN  REDMOND  poiiited. out 
that  tiie  boo.  and  gallant  Member  did 
not  witbdraiF  thct  statement^,  w|uqU  was 
proved  to  he  i^/WTVwt 

Question  put,  «nd  tyfMf  tb. 
Bill  read  a  second  time,' and  od^tfiiiMAl 
for  Monday  next.  ■  ' 

TJNCLAIMED  DBP08TT9  BILL. 
{Sir.  EdmtmA  RoberisoH,  Dr.  Claret  Mr.  J^att) 

[bIJ-L  77.]     SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  rpad.. 

Mb.  EDMUND  BOBEBTSON«  in 
rising  to  move  that- tho  BUI  be  aow 
read  a  second  timje,  taid  i  This  is  a  very 
simplo'  measure.  It  consists  mainly  of 
a  single  clause,  tbe  object  of  wfaidx  is  to 
reqdire  banking  and  treidiag  Gorapanies 
and  Assooiafcions  to  keep  a  register  of 
the  unclaimed,  stocky,  tbe  unclaimed 
shares;  debentures,  and  deposita  which 
they  may  bold,  and  that  the  register 
shall  be  open  to  Uie  inspection  of  all 
pexsQPS  iutexeated,  during  reason^-ble 
bouisk  on  payment  of  a  seasonable  fee. 
The  House  will  see  that  I  do  not  pikt- 
pose,  on  tbe  one  hand,  to  interfere  with 
the  business  of  individoal^  afe  all ;  nor, 
on  the  other  band,  do  I  propose  any  in- 
tarfereDoe  .with  thosa  -DepturtmeBtB  of 
the  CtoTemment  vhi«h  ajro  'oono«rned 
with  uttdajined.  atoek4  There  «i!e  three 
Departments  of  the  Gorernment  to 
which  the  prindples  of  this  Bill  would 
apply,  and  to  wbicb,  to  some  esitetit, 
they  are  alrsady  applied;  and  perhaps 
the  House  wiU  permit  me,  in  illttstra- 
tion  of  the  plan  I  propose,  to  refer 
briefly  to  those  Deportments.  Tb©  first 
and  most  impwtant  of  thiese  is  the 
Qhancory  Fund.  The  fund  standing  in 
the  CoArt  of  Chaneary  is  <  subject  to 
special  reguUtwDas  made  by  the  ^ord 
Chancellor ;  «u«d>  iwdar .  these  regula- 
.  tions,  a  liet  of  unclaimed  sums  ifi  Pi<to- 
tioally  published  once  ia  aveiy  threie 
yeasa.  I  regret  to      that  th«  infor- 
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mstiim  ao  oonropred  to  the  publio  k  not 
periiapB  so  full  and  exhanstire  as  it 
nught  be,  and  the  oonsequdoce  is  that, 
in  some  cases,  a  number  of  persons 
make  a  profitable  Uvtug  out  of  the  tuTS- 
teiy  which  still  surrounds  these  great 
aDclaimed  funds.  There  is,  no  doubt, 
considerable  room  for  improvement  in 
the  system ;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  include 
it  in  the  soope  of  this  Bill.  I  merely 
oite  what  is  already  done  as  a  precedent 
and  a  justifioatton  for  what  I  propose  to 
do  with  regard  to  private  Companies. 
Another  Department  of  the  Qovem* 
meat  which  is  also  concerned  in  the  prin- 
dple  of  this  Bill  is  the  National  Debt. 
The  proTisions  regarding  the  National 
Debt  are  exactly  uose  I  propose  in  the 
present  case.  By  the  NatiraaJ.  Debt 
Aot  of  1870,  all  atook  on  whiah  divir 
dead  has  been  undaimed  for  10  years 
ifl  transferred  in  the  books  of  the  Bank 
of  Eogland  to  the  National  Debt  Com- 
missioners, and  iounediateiy  afterwards 
a  list  is  made  of  the  stocks  so  trans- 
ferred, which  is  open  to  the  inspection 
6t  the  public,  'i'hat  is  exactly  what  I 
propose  to  do  in  regard  to  private  Com- 
panies. The  third  (Jovernment  Depart- 
ment which  is  concerned  in  this  pro- 
posal, and  with  which  I  do  not  propose 
to  interfere,  is  tha  Post  Office.  There 
is,  no  doubt,  a  considerable  amount  of 
money  in  unclaimed  Post  Office  orders. 
How  the  Post  Office  deals  with  these  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  out,,  for  I 
understand  bo  publication  of  them  is 
made ;  but  I  have  been  informed  by  a 
Post  Office  official  that  part  of  the 
money,  at  all  events,  is  used  in  paying 
tiie  premiums  of  insurance  policies  of  the 
Office.  That,  no  doubt,  ia  an  admirable 
purpose  to  apply  it  to ;  but  I  have  been 
uoaole  to  find  out  whether  the  Govern- 
ment make  any  attempt  to  hand  over 
these  funds  to  the  real  owners.  I  still, 
however,  would  like  to  do  so.  As  I 
have  already  said,  X  shall  not  propose 
to  meddle  with  any  Gorernment  Busi- 
ness; but  I  confine  myself  entirely  to 
the  case  of  private  associations  holding 
funds  under  various  denominations,  the 
owners  of  which  are  not  at  the  moment 
known.  There  are  two  considerations 
which  I  venture  to  urge  in  support  of 
the  principle  of  the  Bill.  The  first  is 
that  there  is  unquestionably  a  certain 
amount  of  money  standing,  particularly 
in  banking  Oompanies;  but  also  in  trad- 
ing and  o«ier  Companies  of  every  kind, 
the  ownership  of  which  Kae  oeaaed  f<w 

Mr.  Udmund  Robniton 


the  moment,  the  real  owaera  not  know- 
ing that  the  funds  are  there.   I  do  not 
for  a  moment  suggest  that  there  is  any 
very  enormous  amount  of  money  eo  un- 
claimed, but  some  there  must  be ;  and 
so  long  as  no  provision  is  made  for  the 
real  owners  finding  out  that  tlie  money 
is  there,  so  long  must  there  be  a 
certain  amount  of  iiyustice.   And,  what 
is  more  important,  there  will  also  be 
a    disproportionate    foaling    in  the 
public  mind  that  this  injustice  exists. 
Since  this  Bill  was  introduced  I  have 
had  a  considerable  amount  of  corro- 
spondenoe  with  persons  interested  in  it; 
and  the  correspondence  goes  to  convinoe 
mo  that,  whatever  may  be  the  amouat 
of  money  vhioh  would  be  affected  by  the 
Bill,  the  amount  of  feoUng  Mrhich  would 
be  affected  by  it  ia  very  considerable  in- 
deed.  But,  in  the  second  place — and  I 
think  tbia  is  the  more  important  ooasi- 
deration — the  amount  of  mystery  and 
ignorance  surrounding  this  subject  ia 
such  as  to  give  a  profitable  liTellhood  to 
a  class  of  adventurers  vrho  should  have 
no  encouragement.   These  persons  find 
it  so  profitable  to  prey  upon  the  cupidity 
and  ignorance  of  the  public  in  this  mat- 
ter that,  in  order  to  do  it  the  more  effec- 
tively, they  can  afford  to  advertise  them- 
selves extensively  in  very  expensive  news- 
papers all  over  the  country.  One  adver- 
tisement, which  I  see  almost  every  day, 
headed  **  Enormous  fortunes,"  is  now 
appearing  in  the  newspapers  of  the  coun- 
try; and  in  it  ia  stated  that  £97.500,000 
is  now  lying  unclaimed  in  tha  Court  of 
Chancery  waiting  for  owners.  And 
then  there  ia  given  what  profeases  to  be 
a  list  of  persona  interested  in  these  enor- 
mous sums— a  list  of  which,  I  suppoK, 
contains  every  conceivable  name — and 
the  people  bearing  these  names  are  in- 
vited to  apply  to  the  advertisers  for  fur- 
ther information.    What  further  infor- 
mation they  can  give  I  do  not  know ; 
but  I  know  from  inquiry  at  the  office  of 
the  Paymaster  General  that  instead  of 
£97,000,000  lying  unclaimed  in  Chan- 
cery, as  they  announce,  there  is  not 
more  than  '£1,000,000,  the  real  owner- 
ship of  which  is  not  known.   One  of  tht 
great  and  good  results  of  the  proposed 
measure  would  be  that  the  adventurers 
who  are  now  preying  in  thia  way  on  the 
ignOTfuioe  of  the  people  will  have  thdr 
proceedinga  brought,  to  some  extent  at 
all  events,  to  an  end.   A  remarkable 
story  found  its  way  into  tiie  newanapen 
a  week  ago,  to  theefifootthat  a  Ubounr 
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of  the  name  of  Sobson,  whose  place  of 
abode  was  given  as  Heicbam,  had  suc- 
ceeded, through  one  of  these  agencies, 
in  getting  out  of  the  Chancerj  Fond  a 
fortune  of  £250,000.  That  is  a  very  old 
and  familiar  paragraph — a  aort  of  family 
fHend  of  newspapers.  I  beliere  that  it 
appeared  20  or  30  years  ago,  probably 
eanier ;  and  why  the  newspapers  did  not 
recognize  its  age  I  cannot  really  ima- 
gine. I  should  like  to  recount  a  slight 
personal  experience  of  my  own.  Some 
time  ago  I  was  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  there  my  professional  aid 
was  several  times  solicited  on  behalf  of 
claims  to  what  is  well  known  aa  the 
Lawrence  Townley  estate.  That  estate,  as 
it  exists  in  the  imagination  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  consists  of  £100,000,000, 
part  of  which  is  represented  by  land 
la  England,  and  part  by  gold  lying 
in  the  Bank.  The  estate  has  been 
lying  vacant  for  100  years,  and  there 
are  very  few  people  in  the  Uaited  States 
who  do  not  suppose  that,  somehow  or 
other,  they  have  a  claim  on  it.  The 
claimants,  indeed,  are  so  numerous  that, 
in  order  to  relieve  the  burden  of  fight- 
ing their  claims,  they  have  formed  a 
lamited  Liability  Company,  which  has 
been  in  existeaoe  for  a  good  many  years. 
The  Company  has  Directors,  and,  of 
course,  it  has  lawyers ;  but,  although  it 
has  more  than  once  levied  assessments, 
as  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  that 
it  has  paid  any  dividend.  These  are 
examples  of  the  myths  which  arise  from 
facts  being  kept  secret  which  I  wish  to 
be  disclosed.  I  have  been  told  that  one 
of  the  effects  of  this  Bill  will  be  to  dis- 
close unclaimed  stocks,  which  have  been 
allowed  to  remain  unclaimed,  because 
they  have  belonged  to  traders  who  have 
passed  through  the  Bankruptcy  Court. 
I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  so  or  not ; 
but  if  it  is  BO,  that  is  an  additional 
reason  why  the  system  I  propose  should 
be  adopted  by  the  House.  The  Bill,  I 
am  fflad  to  say,  is  unopposed.  I  have 
notlieard  any  imputation  upon  the 
soundness  of  the  prinoiple  it  contains ; 
but  I  may  say  that  the  Homo  Secretary 
bad  occasion  to  discuss  the  question 
during  his  recent  contest  in  Edinburgh, 
and,  to  my  great  surprise,  I  find  he 
speaks  of  the  principle  as  being  not  a 
very  sound  one,  hut  as  partaking  of  the 
character  of  grandmotherly  legislation.  I 
am  aa  much,  if  not  more,  opposed  to 

frandmotherly  legislation  as  the  tight 
OB.  Gl«ntleman ;  out  all  I  propoie  to 


do  is  to  extend  a  little'farther  one  of  iha 
clanses  of  the  Companies  Act  of  1862, 
and  make  the  register,  whioh  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Oompames  to  keep,  include 
the  shares,  debentures,  and  deposits 
whose  owners  have  not  turned  up  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  and  how  that 
can  be  open  to  the  objection  of  grand- 
motherly legislation  I  am  entirely  at  aloes 
to  conceive.  It  may  be  that  the  proposal 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  diaoossed  in 
Edin1}UTgh  was  of  a  different  nature  from 
that  which  I  have  been  ex{dftining.  Hy 
Bill  requires  Companies  to  do  for  theic 
unclaimed  debts  that  which  Government 
does  for  theirunclaimed  debts,  and  whioh 
Companies  themselves  have  had  to  do 
with  reference  to  their  ordinary  share 
capital  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  by 
which  they  are  constituted.  I  Irast  the 
Bill,  of  which  I  now  move  the  second 
reading,  will  receive  the  approval  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  {Edinburgh,  Ceairal), 
in  seconding  the  Motion,  said,  bethought 
the  end  aimed  at  was  extremely  land- 
able,  and  that  the  machinery  by  which 
the  Bill  proposed  to  carry  out  its  object 
was  extremely  simple.  He  agreed  with, 
the  hon.  Member  in  saying  that  the 
amount  of  unclaimed  deposits  supposed 
to  be  lying  in  the  banks  was  very  much 
exaggerated  in  the  public  mind  ,*  but  be 
that  as  it  might,  it  appeared  to  him 
right  and  proper  that  the  amount  should 
be  known,  and  a  periodical  publication 
in  the  manner  indicated  would  greatly 
alleviate  anxiety,  and  give  information 
when  required.  He  hoped  that  the 
House  would  assent  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  without  further  discus- 
sion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  BiU  be  now  read  a  second 

time." — (Mr.  Edmund  RoUrUon.) 

Mr.  GREGORY  said,  he  thought  the 
penalties  imposed  by  the  BiU  were 
enormous.  Therefore  the  House  would 
do  well  to  pause  before  assenting  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  wmoh,^  in 
bis  opinion,  if  brought  into  practical 
operation,  instead  of  decreasing,  would 
increase  the  opportunities  for  levying 
black- mail. 

The  secretary  to  thb  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  D.  Acland)  said, 
he  oould  not  speak  with  much  authority 
regarding  the  Bill ;  but  there  were 
defects  in  the  operattve  dauses  which 
T  we  appftx«Btly  of  a  veiy  serioos  natmoi 
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•.nd.vilb  r«(gard  to,  which,  at  f^nycat^, 
the  jjl^overmaent  w^r9  iuuioua  to  hav9 
some  time  to  aaewer  what  course  they 
ou^ht  to  pursue.  lo  the  lourth  line  oi 
the  2xid.  clause  unclaimed  stock,  shares^ 
debentures,  and  deposit^  were  spoken 
of;  but  no  reference  was  made  to  divi- 
dends. A  man  mi^ht  have  a  right  to 
dividends,  and  be  did  not  sae  how  they 
could  include  the  four  classes  of  pro- 
per^ enumerated  in  the  Bill,  and  omit 
all  Tpference  to  dividends.  Then,  again, 
there  was  the  objection  which  bad  been 
referred  to,  that  it  was  provided  thai 
the  register  was  to  be  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  all  persona,  and  that  that 
inspection  was  not  to  be  limited  to  per> 
sons  interested  in  any  way.  That  seemed 
to  him  to  present  a  very  serious  objec- 
tion ;  because  this  unlimited  opening  of 
the  registers  would  open  the  door  to 
every  sort  of  adventurers,  who  might 
desire  to  use  the  information  for  ulterior 
objectaof  theirown.  However,  he  felt  he 
could  not  speak  with  sufficient  authori^ 
on  the  subject  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bility, on  behalf  of  thcQoTommentiOf  re- 
sisting the  Bill.  If,  however,  the  second 
reading  was  agreed  to,  he  must  ask  that 
any  further  propeediugs  might  be  de- 
ferred until  such,  time  as  tne  Govern- 
ment could  consider  what  course  they 
would  take. 

Sib  JOHN  LtlBBOGK  said,  he 
thought  there  was  much  force  in  what 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  in  consider- 
ing that  the  Bill  was  open  to  consider- 
able objection,  and  that  the  very  objects 
the  hon.  Member  had  in  view  would  be 
imperilled  if  it  passed ;  whilst  it  would 
inflict  a  hardship  on  Companies,  in 
rendering  them  liable  to  heavy  penal- 
ties without  notice.  The  Bill  gave 
persons  who  had  no  connection  what- 
ever with  a  Company  the  right  of  in- 
spection of  the  proposed  register  at  a 
nominal  fee,  whicn  he  tbon^t  was  too 
low.  Again,  the  penaJ^  (m  £2  a-day 
was  very  high.  If  the  Directors  of  a 
Company  were  unaware  of  this  Bill,  and 
omitted  to  keep  sucb  a  separate  register, 
the  Company  would  fiod  itself  liable  to 
a  very  heavy  fine  for  au  offence  of 
wbich  it  was  quite  unconscious.  He  did 
not  like  to  do  anything  that  would  soem 
ungracious  in  the  matter,  and  if  it 
were  the  feeling  of  the  House  to  pass 
the  second  reading  he  would  not  object; 
but  he  boped  if  the  second  reading  was 

Mr.  C.  T.  D,  jlchnd 


passed  that  ample  time  wo^d  be  given 
to  ooDsidfur  the  Bill  further,,  cmd  that  he 
shoiild  receiv^  some  assuranbe  from  the 
hon.  l^ember  that  he  would  reconuder 
Uiose  pointeia  Oommlttee.  ' 

Me.  H.  W.  west  said,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  Bill  should  not  be 
wlowed  to  -pass  a'  seoood  reading,  and 
regretted        none  of  &e  Law  Officers 
of  the  Qovemmeat  were  pvment  to 
their  views  regarding  it.   If  carried  into 
law,  its  provisions  would  lead  to  a  set 
adrentorers  going  the  round,  and  find- 
ing <>at  the  naoMs  in  wMoh.  uxtclaiaied 
dividends  or  stocks  stood,  and  the  num- 
ber of  advertisements  for  daiioABta 
would  be  xnoreased  rather  tban  dinu- 
nished. 

Me.  CEOMPTON,  in  supportiiig  the 
second  reading,  said,  referenoe  had  beoi 
made  to  the  hardship  of  Oompaaiea 
having  to  keep  these  registers  declariog 
tho  property  which  was  in  their  hands 
and  which  did  not  belong  to  them ;  but 
it  was  a  much  greater  hturdahip  that  the 
persons  entitled  to  such  property  should 
be  without  the  means  of  disooreiring  it 
Not  only  that,  but  if  it  would  be  a  vesy 
arduous  task  for  Compa&iw  to  keep  a 
register  of  nioh  shares — they  moat  have 
a  large  amount  property  is  their 
hands  without  an  owner*  There  ooi^ 
to  be  some  way  by  whldd  theaa  Com- 
panies should  be  bound  to  make  publie 
the  amount  of  property  they  had  in  tl^ 
hands,  and  the  ownera  of  which  ooutd 
not  be  found;  end  the  Bill  dealt,  to  a 
certain  extent,  with  that  great  difficulty. 
He  should  like  to  see  the  Bill  go  a  great 
deal  fiurther.  It  seemed  to  him  that  if 
a  Bailway  Company  was  not  abla  to  fiad 
out  to  whom  dividends  should  be  paid 
that  ought  to  be  published  yearly  in  the 
accounts  of  the  Bailway  Company.  If 
the  Bill  was  read  a  second  timci  he 
would,  in  Committee^  ialroduee  a  alausa 
providing  that  wherever  the  person  to 
whom  dividends  were  due  could  Btrt  be 
found  there  should  be  a  yrar-by-year 
register,  in  which  these  anclaimed.  divi- 
denda  should  appear.  All  reaaoa  was 
in  favour  of  some  such  sohmna  as  that, 
though  there  might  be  some  alterations 
in  Committee.  He  was  obliged  to  his 
hon.  Friend  who  had  introdueed  the 
Bill  for  having  brought  forward  a  great 
public  grievance.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  acoept  it ;  in  bis  idea  it  had  only 
one  defect,  that  it  did  not  go  tu 
enough. 
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Question  put. 

The  House  diviM : — Aym  107 ;  Noee 
88:  Majority  19.— (Biv.  List,  No.  15.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time,-ftiKl  eommiiied 
for  Tmda^  next. 

COAL  HIKES  RE&ULATIOK  ACT  (1872) 

AMENDMENT  BILU-tBiLL  108.] 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Gonnor,  Mr.  2*.  F.  O'Cotmor.) 
SECOW  BS&BIHQ. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mb.  ABTHUE  O'CONNOR,  in 
moving  that  the  Bill  be  noir  read  a 
•eoond  time,  said,  its  object  was  to  pro- 
tect the  lirea  of  workmen  in  coal  mines, 
and  also  to  enable  them  to  guard  their 
own  interests  by  having  offieiala  who 
should  be  independent  altogether  of  the 
control  of  the  mineowner.  The  first  pro- 
posal in  the  Bill  had  reference  to  the 
check-weigher,  and  provided  that  in 
fiitnre  the  check-weigher  should  be  ap- 
jKnnted  by  a  majority  of  the  workmen, 
and  should  really  be  the  independent 
representative  of  the  workmen.  In  the 
18th  section  of  the  Act  it  was  provided 
that  the  person  appointed  as  check- 
weigher  must  be  in  the  employment  of 
the  owner  of  the  mine.  What  was 
wanted  by  this  Bill  was  that  the  check- 
weigher  should  be  altogether  indepen- 
dent of  the  influence  which  the  mine- 
Omer  would  bring  to  bear  on  a  person 
in  such  a  position.  He  proposed  that 
the  appointment  by  the  men  should  be 
only  futer  a  meeting,  duly  convened  after 
tiie  oanal  notice  had  been  exhibited  at 
the  place  where  suoh  notices  were  gene- 
rally i^ed.  In  certain  cases,  he  was 
given  to  understand,  it  would  be  incon- 
venient to  have  such  a  regulation,  as 
most  of  the  meetings  were  convened  bv' 
word  of  mouth ;  but,  in  regard  to  a  small 
matter  of  that  kind,  he  should  be  ^lad 
to  accept  any  modification  that  might 
appear  good  to  the  House.  Next,  he 
wished  to  secure  that  the  mines  should 
be  inspected  monthly.  At  present  the 
inspection  of  mines  was  certainly  not 
what  it  ought  to  be ;  for  they  were 
practically  seldom  inspected  until  after 
some  terrible  accident  had  occurred. 
The  Inspectors  had  the  right  to  carry  on 
such  a  system  of  inspection  as  should 
secure  reasonable  precautions  against 
actMents  and  loss  of  life ;  hut^  as  a  mat- 
Uat  of  fact,  -file  inspeetioa  of  mines  was 
not,  as  he  had  saia,  by  any  means  what 


it  should  be  i  and  evetyone  ooncemed 
witli  mining  must  fsel  Uiat  some  suoh 
provision  was  necessary  in  order  to  meet 
the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  men. 
The  proposal  in  the  Bill  was  not  pre- 
cisely that  made  by  the  miners  them- 
selves. As  he  was  aware,  the  Miners' 
Conference  in  Birmingham,  assembled 
in  Council  on  January  last,  recommended 
that  the  inspection  should  be  made  every 
three  months.  Of  course,  it  was  very 
plain  that  if  they  insisted  on  the  inspec- 
tion of  every  mine  in  the  country  every 
month  they  would  have  materially  to 
increase  the  staff  of  Inspectors,  which 
would  involve  a  considerable  expense. 
The  question  of  expense,  however,  ought 
to  be  no  bar  to  a  salutary  change ;  and 
it  might  be  ea^  to  devise  an  arrange- 
ment, according  to  which  only  those 
mines  s^peciall^  reported  to  req^uire  fre- 
quent inspection '  wonid  be  uspected 
once  a  month.  Many  experienced  miners 
said  that  there  ought  to  be  no  practical 
difficulty  in  the  inspection  of  each  mine 
once  a  month ;  and  the  only  difficulty, 
therefore,  appeared  to  be  that  of  expense 
in  the  appointment  of  additional  Inspec- 
tors ;  and  as  to  that,  it  would  be  better 
to  expend  a  large  amount  in  order  to 
prevent  calamities  such  as  occurred 
from  time  to  time,  involving  what  was 
considered  to  be  a  preventible  loss  of 
life.  Then  he  wished  to  secure  the 
assent  of  the  House  to  a  modification  of 
the  Act  of  1872,  with  regard  to  what  was 
known  as  dangerous  working  places — 
a.e,  for  instance,  a  place  where  there  was 
likely  to  be  an  interruption  of  ventila- 
tion and  an  accumulation  of  gas  through 
a  fall  of  the  roof.   By  the  Act  it  was 

Provided  that  in  places  where  there  was 
angerous  aeoumalation  of  gas  no  -lamp 
or  light  should  be  used  other  than  a 
locked  safety  lamp.  He  wished  to  pro- 
vide that  in  what  was  known  as  fiery 
mines  no  light  other  than  the  locked 
safety  lamp  should  be  used  in  any  work- 
ing where  it  might  appear  that  a  tem- 
porary derangement  of  the  means  of 
ventilation  might  occur,  and  that  such 
working  should  be  deemed  a  dangerous 
working  place.  The  next  proposal  was 
that  the  men  should  not  be  treated  in 
a  way  that  at  present  smacked  very  much 
of  the  old  tally  system.  In  many  mines 
in  the  far  north  there  was  an  established 
practice,  on  the  part  of  employers,  of 
kei^ing  in  their  own  hands  a  sum 
equal  to  a  miner's  frwI^B  wages,  «hi^ 
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the  men  called  "  lying; "  money ;  and  if 
the  men  needed  money  they  were 
obliged  to  ask  for  advaooes,  which  vere 
made  at  a  oousiderable  interest.  The 
men  were  bled  in  a  very  unfair  manner 
by  the  making  of  these  so-called  ad- 
vances while  money  was  owing  to  tbem ; 
and  the  Bill  proposed  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  withholding  of  the  wages  that  were 
due,  and  that  where  advances  were 
made  no  money  ehould  be  charged  for 
such  advances.  By  the  next  clause  he 
proposed  that  the  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures Act  of  1878  shomd  apply  to  all 
mines,  and  to  repeal  the  Savinf  Clause, 
which  had  hitherto  permitted  the  use  of 
"the  measnres  and  gauges  ordinarily 
used  in  such  mines."  This  was  neces- 
sary to  assure  the  men  from  many  a  loss, 
which  at  present  they  had  to  complain 
of,  by  reason  of  the  irregularity  of  the 
standard  of  measurement.  The  last 
clause  in  the  Bitl  was  that  which  pro- 
posed that  firemen  should  be  examined 
and  certificated  by  Inspectors.  The 
duties  of  firemen  in  regard  to  the  lives 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  em- 
ployed in  mines  could  hardly  be  over- 
estimated in  respect  of  their  responiu- 
bility,  or  the  immense  danger  that  might 
occur  by  their  negligence  or  want  of 
qualification ;  and,  therefore,  he  pro- 
posed thai  every  fireman  should  be  re- 
cognized as  qualified,  and  be  certificated 
by  an  Inspector.  This  might  not  ba  a  com- 
prehensive measure,  but  it  dealt  with 
points  on  which  l^idation  was  urgently 
needed,  and  he  hoped  it  would  receive 
the  assent  of  the  House.  He  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (Jlfr.  Arthm-  O'Connor.) 

Mr.  TOMLTNSON,  in  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
six  months,  said,  he  did  not  deny  that 
there  were  luatters  in  the  Bill  with  which 
it  was  desirable  Parliament  should  deal, 
and  that  there  were  matters  in  the  Act 
which  eminently  called  for  modification. 
He  doubted,  however,  whether  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  was 
sufficiently  versed  in  the  subject;  audit 
was  luirdly  possible,  he  thought,  for 
one  Member  to  combine  in  himself  the 
qualifications  necessary  for  deling  with 
every  subject ;  but,  above  and  beyond 
that,  there  was  now  before  the  House  a 
BUI  by  Uie  late  Home  Secretary  (Six  B. 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor 


(ia72)  Ammdnunt  BUI.  1852 

Assheton  Croas),  who  was  peonliatly 
able  to  deal  with  this  subject,  which,  if 
it  did  not  contain  all  the  matters  which 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  did,  could 
easily  be  amended  in  that  direction^  if 
it  was  thought  desirable.  His  great 
objection  to  the  Bill  was  as  to  the  mea- 
ner in  which  it  was  framed.  It  pro- 
fessed to  be  a  Bill  amending  the  Uinei 
Hegulation  Act.  It  dealt  with  aever^ 
subjects  that  formed  the  subjeet- matter 
of  that  Act;  but  it  did  not  deal  with 
them  by  way  of  specific  Amendment^ 
and  laid  down  new  regulations  without 
explaining  how  far  they  were  intended 
to  amend  the  present  Act,  or  how  far 
they  were  to  be  new  proviaions  in  addi* 
tion  to  tbeoL  The  foree  of  that  observa- 
tion would  appear  on  a  conaideration  of 
Clause  2,  dealing  with  the  appointmeot 
of  check-weighers.    He  was  not  pre- 

flared  to  eay  that  they  could  poasiblj 
eave  the  matter  as  it  stood  now ;  bat 
that  was  a  subject  which  was  dealt  witb 
in  the  Bill  of  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary. The  hon.  Member  proposed  that 
the  check-weighers  should  be  appointed 
by  a  majority  of  all  the  workmen ,-  but 
there  were  at  every  mine  a  nuaaber  of 
men  who  were  not  paid  according  to  th« 
output,  and  under  the  Bill  these  mea 
might  attend  the  meetings  a&d  vote,  al- 
though they  were  not  in  any  way  a£feo(ei 
by  the  check-weigher's  duties.  He  was 
certain  a  clause  of  this  kind  would  give 
rise  to  all  sorts  of  difficulties.    He  Bag- 

gested  that  any  such  proTisioa  ahonJd 
e  by  way  of  amendment  of  the  Act^  a* 
was  proposed  in  the  Bill  of  his  righthon. 
Friend  the  late  Home  Secretary.  His 
next  objection  to  the  Bill  was  to  the  pro- 
posal to  examine  the  mines  at  least  once 
a  month.  He  could  hardly  imagine 
anything  more  fatal  to  a  proper  inspec- 
tion of  mines  than  a  rigid  rule  of  that 
kind.  Such  a  proposal  was  not  the  way 
to  secure  satisfactory  inspection ;  and  he 
thought  hon.  Members  who  reprosukted 
the  miners  were  perfectly  consctoas  of 
that.  It  was  not  at  all  true  that  In- 
spectors only  inspected  mines  after 
aooidents  had  taken  place.  What  he 
would  suggest  was  this— that  if  an 
spectOT  was  worth  anyUiing  he  ought  to 
know  what  miuBS  required  to  be  vmtdied 
with  strictness  and  what  mines  conld  bs 
dealt  with  more  leniently.  He  believed 
the  proposed  periodical  inspet^on  woaU 
do  more  harm  than  ^od,  beoaosa  it 
xnuat  necMsoriljr  diminish  tte  reapoiiai* 
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bility  of  mining  managers;  and  as  to 
the  practice  of  holding  wages  back 
during  what  the  hon.  Member  oalled 
'lying  time,"  it  certainly  did  not  exist 
in  Lancashire.  The  proper  mode  of  se- 
curing ef&cient  inspection  was  to  secure 
thoroughly  competent  Inspectors,  who 
should  be  left  to  carry  out  the  inspection, 
subject  to  proper  rules  framed  at  the 
Home  Office.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
ventilation,  because  the  matter  was  al- 
ready adequately  safeguarded ;  and  the 
point  intended  to  be  guarded  against  by 
this  Bill  was  really  provided  for  by  the 
Act.  He  also  objected  to  the  provision 
that  no  firemen  should  be  appointed 
without  a  certificate  of  qualification.  The 
last  clause  of  the  Bill  showed  that  its 
author  was  not  familiar  with  the  sub- 
ject. He  doubted  the  value  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  system  of  certiBcates  to 
persons  holding  minor  offices.  He  asked 
the  House  to  reject  the  Bill,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  a  carefully -framed 
measure  calculated  to  carry  out  the 
objects  aimed  at. 

CoLONBL  BLUNDELL,  in  seconding 
the  Motion  for  the  rejection  oi  the  Bil^ 
said,  the  object  in  view  was  safety ;  but 
he  believed  the  measure  would  have  an 
exactly  opposite  efi«ot,  because  it  sub- 
stituted for  the  responsibility  of  the 
manager,  who  was  resident  on  the  spot 
and  was  constantly  there,  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Inspector  making  a  fitfnl 
inspection  once  a  month.  He  thought, 
however,  the  number  of  Inspectors  ought : 
to  be  increased,  because  many  of  them 
had  districts  which  wwe  too  large.  The 
coal  niiuea  of  this  country  were  a  ter- 
minable annuity,  and  an  annuity  which 
was  terminating  at  an  ever-increasing 
rate ;  and  it  was  very  important  that  the 
Inspectors  should  have  a  complete  know- 
ledge of  their  districts,  so  that  they 
might  know  what  coal  was  wasted,  and 
thereby  lost  to  the  nation.  Therefore, 
he  thought  there  should  be  an  inspec- 
tion of  all  mines  ones  a  year ;  hut  the 
proposal  to  have  them  inspected  onee  a 
month  would  make  mining  in  this  coun- 
try perfectly  unsafe.  He  hoped  when  the 
Mining  Commission  reported  working 
with  naked  lights  would  not  be  allowed 
in  any  mine  of  a  kind  that  could  be  re- 
garded as  fiery.  The  proposal  that  fire- 
men should  pass  an  examination  was 
unnecessary — that  should  lie  with  the 
maaajrev.   He  considered  that  tiie  Bill 
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ought  not  to  be  passed,  because  such 
clauses  as  were  beneficial  were  contained 
in  the  measure  which  was  going  to  be 
brought  forward  by  the  late  Home  Se- 
cretary, and  what  remained  ought  not 
to  be  touched  till  the  Boyal  Commission 
upon  MinM  had  made  its  Beport. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,*'  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  ' '  upon  this 
day  six  months." — {Mr.  TomNngon.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  tho  Question." 

Mb.  J.  WILSON  {EougUon-h- Spring) 
said,  that  as  on6  of  the  Members  repre- 
senting the  opposite  side  to  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  moved  the  rejection  of 
the  measure  he  thought  he  might  say  a 
few  words,  and  add  something,  not, 
perhaps,  of  so  eloquent  a  nature  as  those 
who  had  preceded  him,  but  of  a  practical 
nature  at  least  to  the  discussion.  He 
belonged  to  a  class  (the  miners)  which 
had  received  very  large  benefits  from 
the  Mines'  Hegulation  Act  of  1872. 
They  recognized  the  worth  of  that  Act, 
and  had  felt  its  benefits.  Stil],  at  the 
same  time,  being  acquainted  wi^  its 
working,  they  were  able  from  their  posi- 
tion to  realise  tiie  defaots  in  it.  The 
necessity  for  tiie  amendmrnt  of  that 
Act  was,  he  thought,  very  apparent. 
They  considered  that  the  number  of 
aocidents  still  taking  place  in  their 
mines — aocidents  not  arising  so  much 
from  explosions,  but  arising  from  the 
every-day  occurrences  due  to  unskilful 
and  neglectful  operations — was  too  largo. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr. 
Burt)  had  given  a  number  of  statistics  of 
the  accidents  which  had  taken  place  in 
their  mines  for  10  years  ending  lti84  ; 
and  he  found  from  that  Return  that  the 
total  number  of  men  who  Imd  been 
killed  by  these  accidents  was  no  less  than 
11,165.  The  percentage  was  as  follows : 
— 11  per  cent  of  these  deaths  resulted 
firom  falls— evaty- day  oecurrenoes;  22 
per  cent  were  caused  by  explosions ;  and 
36  per  cent  weie  muoellaneous  aeoidents. 
He  thought  that  was  an  appalHng  fact 
taking  place  in  their  miast,  and  one 
Bitfficient  of  itself  to  induce  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  House  to 
devote  their  minds  to  the  amendment 
of  ^is  Act  in  order  to  secure  the  safer 
working  of  the  mines.  He  was  very 
much  obliged,  as  a  miner,  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  Ute  Member  for  Doneg^  (Mr, 
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Artiutt  0'Ooau«r)  who  had  iateodnoed 
tkit  Bill.  He  iras  only  soiry  that  his 
leaniae  and  aptitude  to  take  hold  of  the 
gMwmT  wnlcingirfthe  Mines  B^^lation 
Aot  was  &ot  baued  by  the  advantaee — 
whiob,  he  admitted,  might  have  been 
Bonevhat  hndly  acquirad— of  having 
worked  for  two  or  three  year*  in  a  mine 
Mmself,  in  nder  timt  he  might  have 
been  better  acquainted  with,  die  teeh- 
nioaUtlee  of  the  subject.  Bnt  he  felt 
sure  of  this — Uiat  the  miners  of  the 
oountry  and  their  cause,  through  his  ad- 
TOoaoy  and  the  adrooaey  of  all  those  who 
had  taken  up  the  subject,  irould  be  far 
better  known  and  appreciated  than  they 
had  been,  and  that  they  would  not  be 
looked  upon  as  a  sort  of  "  bugbear,"  as 
they  now  sometimes  were  by  men  who 
were  ignorant  of  them.  He  hoped  the 
hon.  mntleman  would  forgive  him,  how- 
ever, if  he  ventured  to  point  out  one  or 
two  ^te  in  order  to  show  that  the  Bill 
did  not  go  as  far  as  the  minekv  would  like 
it  to  go.  He  was  at  one  with  him 
in  the  distance  whifdi  ike  Bill  went  in 
ralMion  of  <^e^-weigbmen.  What  it 
sought  to  give  tiMm  wan  perfectiy  just. 
AH  they  asked  was  that  the  man  who 
weighed  the  materials  the  production  of 
whioh  formed  the  mioers'  fiTmg  should 
be  their  e<)rvant;  that  they  should  have 
the  providing  of  him  and  the  judgiog  of 
him.  As  it  was  at  present,  this  man 
must  be  amenable  to  the  firm,  and  might 
be  discharged,  as  men  bad  Over  and 
over  again  been  discharged,  for  very 
frivolous  causes.  He  ventured  to  think 
that  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
the  Kjection  of  the  Bill  (Hr.  Tomlinson) 
werb  to  become  a  member  of  the  Union 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  would 
-take  part  in  that  Union,  and  give  them 
the  benefit  of  his  learning,  be  would  find 
he  was  qxcite  outside  with'  regard  to  the 
way  and  the  manner  in  wfaien  he  looked 
at  this  point. 

Hb.  tomlinson  aud,  that  he  did 
not  object  to  the  principle  of  that  portion 
of  the  Bill.  He  only  maintainetl  that 
the  form  in  whioh  it  was  dealt  with  in 
the  Bill  of  the  late  Home  Seoretury  was 
better,  and  that  that  form  had  better  foe 
adhered  to. 

Mh.  J.  "WILSON  said,  he  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  if  a  man  took  a  child 
under  bis  core  he  would  oonsidor  that 
that  child  was  the  beet.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  aaying  that  he  thought  the 
propesal  before  than  was  the  better  of 
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the  two.  But  the  BOX  did  not  go  fiff 
enoagh  in  that  direction.  He  held  that  a 
law  which  governed  a  man  in  his  work 
ought  not,  l^^ly,  at  any  rate,  to  govern 
him  when  away  fitun  iSiat  work.  The 
House  would  scarcely  credit  it  that  in 
this  country,  which  was  noted  fkir  law 
and  justice,  a  cheek-weighman  luul  been 
turned  away  from  hia  work,  md  tte 
mfaien  de|nnved  of  the  serricee  of  a  man 
whom  they  trusted,  simply  becanee  he 
went  where  he  had  no  right  to  go — 
namely,  into  the  manager's  garden,  and 
took  away  two  apples.  He  was  not  st 
one  with  the  hon.  Member  in  his  pro- 
posal for  the  inspection  of  mines  once  a 
month.  He  had  worked  in  the  piti. 
The  last  work  he  did  in  the  pit  was  as  a 
pit  Inspector,  and  he  could  assure  the 
House  that  it  took  a  week  to  carefaR^ 
examine  that  mine  as  it  should  be  done. 
Therefore,  he  thought  that  a  period  of 
a  month  was  rather  too  short  a  lapse 
of  time  between  one  inspection  and 
another.  But  he  agreed  with  the  gene- 
ral principle  of  the  proposal.  He  AonM 
wish  now  to  add  a  few  itema  which  he 
ironld  like  to  see  incorpoznied  into  any 
meuure  that  was  brought  forward.  He 
would  like  the  Bill  to  prohibit  entireff 
the  employment  of  all  women  either  in 
or  about  mines.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
civilized  and  sensitive  ears — thoee  of 
men  touched  with  humanity,  who  were 
not  acquainted  with  the  working  of 
mines— would  be  astounded  when  he 
said  that  there  wasin  one  oonntj  alone — 
that  of  Lanoashire-^working  alrant  the 
mince,  doing  work  fit  only  for  the  mus- 
cular and  strong  hands  of  men,  no  leas 
than  1,179  women.  He  believed  ^tit 
was  a  woman's  place  to  do  much  more 
delicate  work  than  that.  As  a  workmaa 
weaking  on  behalf  of  workmen,  he  said 
that  no  Act  would  be  complete  which  did 
not  prohibit  entirely  Ihe  employment  of 
female  labour  in  tlus  obnoxious  work. 
The  charge  of  taxii^  the  earning*  of 
the  men  he  was  gli^  to  okj  did  not 
^aply  to  Durham  and  Northumberiand. 
He  thought  it  only  fair  to  say  that  he 
did  not  know  a  single  instance  of  this 
kind  happening  in  those  parts;  but  if  it 
were  done  he  thou^t  that  any  Bill 
whioh  was  passed  should  prohibit  the 
praotioe,  espeeially  remembering  tiiat 
the  owner  usnalty  had  a  week's 'money 
lying  on  his  hands.  Another  tliiag 
was  important  was  this.  They 
wanted  in  anj  new  Minee  Ant  that  m%ht 
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be  passed  the  appoiatmeBt  of  a  UinUter  j 
of  Miaea,  If  he  was  not  detaioiag  the 
House  with  hia  maiden  speeoh — ae  he  was 
paSiSing  through  the  baptism  of  oratory 
which  all  of  them  would  bave  to  in  this 
new  Parliament — he  would  like  to  say 
this,  that  the  mines  of  this  oouDtrj  were 
becomiDg  very  gigantic  enterprizes ;  and 
with  all  deXerence  to  Home  Secretaries, 
past,  present,  or  future,  he  held  that  the 
man  who  bad  the  charge  and  inspection 
of  mines  should  be  cue  wbo  did  not 
need  Instraotion  £rora  miners,  but  who 
was  teoboioally  instructed  himself.  With 
leeard  to  providing  further  against  the 
ri»8  peouliar  to  mining  operations,  he 
believed  that  there  wu-e  mines  in  the 
couotiy  where  it  was  not  safe  to  use 
gunpowder.  There  had  been  cases  where 
explosions  had  been  traced  cleaxly  to  the 
shot  6red ;  and  he,  therefore,  thought 
the  time  had  arrived  wh^i  the  ecienoe 
of  the  oountry  should  be  devoted  per- 
haps a  little  less  to  the  arts  of  warfare, 
and  more  to  the  peaceful  applioatioa  of 
its  resources  to  the  safety  of  life*  and  to 
providing  some  means  whereby  the  pro- 
duction of  the  coal  which  was  eo  neoea- 
sary  to  life  should  be  aa  safe  as  pioseible. 
Jf  the  second  xeading  of  tbe  Bill  was 
passed,  he  bad  no  doubt  that  in  Oom- 
mittee  tbe  aiAeodments  he  had  sug- 
gested would  be  incorporated;  and  if 
the  Gh>Temment  took  upon  theouelves  to 
bring  in  a  measure,  he  hoped  they  would 
see  that  tbe  propositions  brought  for- 
ward by  tbe  miners  were  reasonable,,  ajad 
such  aa  ought  to  be  accepted.  : 

Ma.  SETON-KA.RR  said,  he  had  not 
had  the  advantage  of  working  in  a 
mine,  like  tbe  boo.  Member  (Mr.  J. 
Wilson),  nor  did  he  claim  to  bare  an  in- 
timai»  knowledge  of  this  subject;  bat 
hie  conaUtuenoy  contained  a  good  num- 
ber of  colliers,  and  baving  taken  tite 
trouble  to  ascertain  tbeir  views,  he  had 
come  to  tbe  eonduston  that  they  hiid 
many  seUd  grievanoes  which  ought  to 
be  redressed,  and  which  tbe  Bill  would 
do  Bometbing  td  remedy.  With  regard 
to  efaock-weigherB,  miners  inidoubtedfy 
suffered  a  great  deal,  and  he  agreed  #i(n 
the  effort  being  made  to  introdnee  fresh 
artangements  in  reg^d  to  them.  As  to 
tbe  othto  clauses  of  the  Billr  the  hon. 
Hembev  who  introdidced  the  measure 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  had  himself  ad- 
mitfbed  that  they  were  somdwhat  cn^d, 
and  did.  not  meet  the  neoessttina  6f  the 
ovtt  Mbntii^  inspeiriaoiL  would  name  | 
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j  oonalderable  expense,  And  therefore  lie 
suggested  that  the  inspection  abtmld  b« 
qu^terly,  exe^t  in.  tbe  ease  of  danger^ 
ous  mines.  He  agreed  with,  the  boa. 
Member  for  Dorham  (Mr.  J.  Wilson)  ae 
to  the  inadvisability  of  em{doyii^  womm 
at  all  in  mines.  There  was  one  point 
which  had  been  entirely  omitted  in  tbe 
diaouaeion  wbicb  was  of  serio^  interest 
to  tbe  miners,  and  that  was  that  tbe  re- 
latives and  those  oonneoted  with  tbe  ool^ 
liars  killed  in  aeoidents  in  the  nunea 
should  be  allowed  to  appear  before  the 
Ooroner  and  make  at^tement^  in  <^er 
Uiat  lAie  proper  verdiets  might  be  arrived 
at.  He  ooneeived  it  was  quite  open  to 
hoQ.  Members  of  the  House  to  support 
the  principle  of  tiie  Bill,  even  while  they 
wij^ed  to  mtroduoe  Amendmenta ;  and  tt 
was  in  that  spirit  that  he  desired. to  sup- 
port the  seoond  reading.  He  trusted  the 
bon.  Member  for  Durham  (Mr.  J.Wibioii) 
and  the  other  hon.  Members  who  repre- 
sented mining  oonstituenoiea,  would  be- 
lieve that  there  were  many  of  the  occo.- 
pants  of  the  Opposition  Benches  who 
were  as  desirous  as  any  of  advooatinf 
tbe  d&tms  of  men  who  were  following 
such  a  dangerous  and  hazardous  oeeupa- 
tion  as  that  of  a  coal  miner. 

Ma.  FZOKARD  said,  as  far  as  be  un- 
derstood the  Bill,  it  oommanded  lus  ap- 
proval and  support. .  In  tbe  paat  there 
had  been  mueh.  difficulty  in  amointing 
and  keeping  oheok- weighers,  vnio  were 
frequently  removed  from  their  poabs 
through  endeavouring  to  do  their  duty 
by  the  men.  For  most  trivial  oauaes 
they  had  been  taken  before  maglatrates 
and  dealt  with  summarEly.  Bome  owners 
gave  perfect  liberty  of  meeting  to  theu' 
colliers ;  others  did  all  tbey  could  fco  pre- 
vent meetings.  In  one  case  it  was  de- 
sired to  call  a  meeting  atthe  pit's  moutb 
-^a  practice  to  which  many  proprietors 
and  managers  did  not  object,  but  wbiob 
others  did  all  they  could  to  prevent.  Tbe 
nheck-weigber,  not  beii^  at  liberty  to 
call  tbe  men  togetlMr  verbally,  stunk 
one  noiioe  on  his  back  and  nuotheir  on 
his  Ineast,  stating  that  tbe  meeting  waa 
to-be  bold,  Tlus  waa  eonerdered  an  ia- 
sfanoe  in  wbiob  tbe  ireighmatt  had 
"  otherwise  misconducted  himself,"  and 
hia  had  to  leate  and  itdok  work  cAse- 
wb'ere.  What  the  men  wanted  waa  to 
be  in  a  pmitibn  to  get  the  men  they 
wanted  ta  do  their  work  aa  ohaok- 
weigbers  at  the  pit  bank,  e»  that  the 
I  maugdr  mig^  noi-  faavo  the  ^ower  to 
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nremit  fhem  nleetiaff  "wbxm  tbey  liked 
lot  die  pit  bank,  vhethw  they  irere 
mphjj^s  of  the  said  coUieiy  or  not. 
A  case  was  tried  at  Chesterfield  in 
which   the  men  contended  for  this 
right.   The  question  was  fully  raised, 
but  the  result  was  that  tho  men  lost 
the  day.    The  miners  wanted  to  be 
'  represented  by  a  man  who  wonld  see 
that  justice  was  done  to  all  concerned 
by  looting  after  the  weight,  and  pre- 
venting undue   deductions  from  the 
men's  wages.  The  deductions  wbicbthe 
masters'  weighers  might  make  from  the 
totals  of  the  men's  gettings  were  a  rery 
serious  matter,  and  there  were  collieries 
in  which  the  deductions  had  amounted 
to  7,000  tons  a-year.   In  some  oases  the 
mm  had  Tery  little  power  indeed  to  pro- 
tect themselves  against  wrongfVd  deduc* 
tions.  Then,  in  regard  to  inspection,  be 
was  one  of  those  who  thought  there 
ought  to  be  more  inspection  than  they 
had  at  the  present  time ;  but  there  could 
not  be  more  with  the  present  number  of 
Xrtapeotors.    In  Torkahire  there  were 
only  three  Inspectors  for  422  mines,  and 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  properly 
visit  these  mines  if  they  were  ceaselessly 
occupied  night  and  day,  and  had  clerical 
.duties  to  perform  and  inquiries  to  attend ; 
but  he  was  glad  to  be  able  to  add  that  the 
work  that  was  done  was  very  well  done, 
and  there  was  nothing  to  complain  of. 
But  there  ought  to  be  more  Inspecbors, 
and  they  ought  to  be  able  to  pay  sur- 
prise visits,  without  sending  notice  to 
managers  or  anyone  else.   He  did  not 
believe  that  inspection  could  be  worth 
much  when  it  was  known  when  it  was  to 
take  place,  and  at  stated  times.  The 
inspections  should  take  place  without 
either  the  owners  or  the  managers  of 
mines  knowing  when  they  were  about 
to  be  held.    The  instructions  that  were 
issued  by  the  right  hpn.  Gentleman  the 
Hember  for  Lancashire  (Sir  B.  Aasheton 
Cross),  when  he  was  at  the  Home  Office 
in  1872,  had  produced  the  best  results. 
The  daase  of  this  Bill  relating  to  dan- 
gerous places  was,  he  believed,  unneces- 
sary, because  the  case  was  provided  for 
bythe  Aotof  1872.  The  system  of  with- 
holding wages  and  lending  money  on 
interest  did  not  prevail  in  Yorkshire, 
and  he  should  have  liked  to  have  heard 
where  it  was  done.  He  approved  of  the 
Weights  and  Meatnirea  Clause.  The  ut< 
moat  difficulty  was  found  in  getting  In- 
spectors of  Weights  and  Ueasures  to  go 
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to  eoQteries  to  Inspeet  lih^maddnM  ttid 
test  them.  At  present,  most  of  tliA  la- 
spectors  of  Weights  and  Heantres  stated 

that  they  had  no  power  to  go  to  the 
machines  on  the  pit  banks  and  examine 
aod  test  them  under  the  Act  of  1872; 
but   this    was  a  mistake — ^that  Act 
did  give  them  power  in  that  neeesBaiy 
direction.    He  knew  from  oorrespot- 
dence  with  the  Board  of  Trade  that 
the  Inspectors  of  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures had  each  powers  under  the  Aet  of 
1 872.   There  were,  however,  only  a  few 
mine  owners  who  willingly  submitted 
their  weighing  ma<^nery  to  inspeotioB ; 
and  he  thought  ho  might  mention  in 
that  hall — ^he  begged  pjurdon,  in  that 
Aeeembly— the  name  of  Mr-.  Bapevin- 
tendent  Hall,  of  Wak^ld,  who  did 
his  duty  without  bung  asked  or  com- 
pelled to  do  so.    It  often  happened 
when  gas  abounded  in  mines  that  it  wu 
not  reported,  and  when  explofiions  took 
place  the  hidden  dangers  from  tke 
gaseous  mines  were  never  broog^ht  to 
light.   There  were  certain  mines  whieh 
were  well  known  to  be  dangerens  mines, 
where  one  would  not  be  al&wed  tooanj 
a  small  naked  light.  He  considered  that 
in  all  mines  there  should  be  employwd 
day  by  dayduly  qualified  and  oompeteat 
overmen  and  firemen  to  examine  them ; 
and  the  overman  or  fireman,  whedierof 
a  mine,  or  of  a  given  district  in  a  mine, 
should  be  a  man  competent  to  write  out 
his  own  report  and  sign  it,  and  so  be  »- 
sponsible  to  the  manager  of  the  mine  for 
it.  The  miners  also  wanted  a  change  in 
the  certificated  manager,  so  that  hemight 
bo  free  of  some  agent  placed  above  him— 
some  oontroUing  power  who  required  tke 
manager  to  manage  the  mine  in  aeerad- 
ance  with  his  wishes  and  instfoctioBs. 
The  eertificated  manager  of  a  mine  ought 
to  be  made  responsible  for  what  was 
carried  out  in  it.  Then  the  under  maaa- 
ger  should  have  a  second  class  eertifioste, 
and  be  held  responsible  for  what  took 
place  under  his  direction  ;   but  the 
second  class  certifi.oated  manager  not  to 
be  considwed  the  certified  manager  cf 
the  mine.   In  some  mines  it  waa  ttsosl 
to  use  extreme  caution,  especiaUy  in  re- 
gard to  small  lights,  whtbh  were  not 
allowed  unprotected  in  those  mmee; 
yet  it  was  very  carious  tiiat  while  tlwwe 
naked  lights  were  not  permitted  in  each 
mines,  shots  were  often  fired  which 
caused  a  flame  of  30  yairds  id  length. 
They  required  Uaatiogin  ftU  8«oh  mines 
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pvoUbit«d,  and.  if  anyone  Tiolafed  the 

Act  of  Parliament  a  common  infunner 
should  be  allowed  to  take  op  i^eoase, 
as  imder  the  present  Ant  the  workmen 
could  not  iaitiate  any  prosecution,  whilst 
the  colliery  owner  and  maaagckr  could 
do  so  without  the  sanction  or  inter- 
rention  of  the  Home  Secretary.  The 
mine  owner  ooald  proceed  against  any 
miner  whom  he  liked,  and  the  miners 
ought  to  be  put  upon  the  same  foot* 
ing  as  their  employers  in  this  respect. 
Again,  the  miners  wanted  power  to 
enter  the  Coroner's  Oourt,  and  not  be 
subject  to  the  ponniauon  of  the  Coro* 
per.  TheGoronersTerjofteninaultedthe 
miners  when  they  attended  their  Gouzts. 
Their  duty  was  to  attend  the  Coroners' 
Courts,  and  so  help,  in  giving  evidence, 
to  bring  about  a  knowledge  of  the  true 
cause  of  death,  which  was  a  public  duty. 
In  conclusion,  he  would  say  that  he 
agreed  with  many  poitiooa  oi  the  Bill 
now  under  discussion,  but  it  did  not  go 
far  enough  in  the  directions  be  had  indi- 
cated. He  trueted  that  the  Qovernment 
would  take  up  the  whole  question,  with 
the  intention  of  dealing  with  it  at  as 
early  *  ^  possible.  That  being  so, 
he  hop«d  that  ^ere  would  be  no  division 
on  the.  Bill,  and  that  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Tomlineon)  would  not  penist  with 
his  Amendment. 

Sin  32.  AS8HET0N  CB08S  said,  he 
had  inboduoed  a  BUI  of  his  own  relating 
to  the  eame  subject,  but  he  did  not  look 
with  the  smallest  jealousy  on  the  Bill 
now  under  consideration.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  looked  upou  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  who  brought  it 
forward  as  a  fellow-workor  in  the  same 
cause,  and  be  should  be  glad  to  co- 
operate with  him  in  order  to  secure  the 
safety  of  those  who  were  engaged  in 
this  dangerons  occupation  in  ^e  work- 
iag  of  the  mines.  They  had  heard  two 
speeches  irom  hoo.  Gentlemen  who  had 
been  engaged  in  mines,  and  with  whom 
he  sympathized  very  much.  In  regard  to 
the  nee  of  blasting  powder,  especially 
in  dangerons  mines,  that  was  a  ques- 
tion wnieh  interested  him  extremely 
when  be  was  at  the  Home  Office,  and 
he  made  a  great  many  inquiries  about  it. 
But  he  found  at  that  time  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Inspectors  and  of  the  men 
themselves  was  very  much  divided  on 
the  p<Hnt.  In  consequence  of  that  divi- 
non  of  opinion,  he  had  applied  to 
the  Boyal  Sooie^  for  the  opinion  of 


soieiitifio  n^artB,  and  a  Commission 
appointed  by  it  had  been  considering 
the  subject  for  the  last  six  or  seven 
years.  They  promised  him  before  he 
left  Office  that  the  Eeport  should  be 
shortly  placed  in  his  hands ;  and  he 
engaged  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
studying  it  to  carry  out  its  object  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  matter  had  now 
passed  into  other  hands  ;  but  when  the 
Keport  was  presented,  on  that  point  and 
also  as  regarded  an  imjiroyea  mode  of 
lighting  mines,  he  promised  the  Govem- 
meut  his  hearty  support  of  any  measure 
framed  in  accordance  with  wa  i«com- 
mandations  of  the  Commission.  He 
hoped  there  would  not  be  any  measure  of 
a  drastic  kind  until  the  Beport  was  pre- 
sented, which  might  be  tliis  week  or 
next.  The  Government  might  say  if 
they  were  going  to  introduce  a  Bill  that 
the  other  Bills  ought  to  be  withdrawn. 
He  was  of  a  different  opinion.  When 
the  Government  Bill  was  introduced 
there  might  be  a  good  deal  of  discussion 
upon  it,  and  when  there  was  a  question 
with  which  they  could  deal  shortly  and 
simply  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to 
put  off  a  settlement.  The  inconTeniaoee 
of  having  a  great  many  Bills  on  the  same 
subject  during  the  same  Session  was  as 
nothing  compared  with  the  loss  which 
might  follow  if  the  chaoco  of  settling 
some  im^rtant  point  was  missed.  He 
sympathused  with  all  that  had  been  said 
about  check-work,  and  he  also  had  some 
provision  in  his  Bill  for  dealing  with 
the  matter.  He  entirely  agreed  with 
those  who  held  that  inspection  ought  to 
be  frequent,  and  that  the  Inspector  ought 
to  come  without  notice,  to  that  the  owner 
should  not  be  able  to  make  any  altera- 
tion in  consequence  of  expecting  the 
Inspector's  immediate  arrival.  But  he 
did  not  think  there  should  be  a  monthly 
inspection.  The  country  would  not  con- 
sent to  have  such  an  army  of  Inspectors, 
as  would  then  be  required,  and  the  work 
would  not  be  done  so  effectually.  Only 
a  month  before  he  left  Office  he  tried  to 
induce  the  Inspectors  to  have  more  in- 
spections. He  knew  the  miners  were 
Tory  anxious  that  the  managers  shoiUd 
have  certificates,  and  that  was  a  point 
well  worthy  of  discussion  in  Committee. 
He  should  be  very  glad  to  see  precau- 
tions taken  to  secure  the  services  of 
proper  and  efficient  men  to  carry  out  the 
important  duties  of  firemen.  He  hoped 
the  Govonunent  would  allow  this  Bill 
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to  be  read  a  second  time.  [Mr.  Bboac- 
iruBST  dissented.]  What  tne  bon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Broadhurst} 
meant  by  that  shake  of  the  head,  he 
(Sir  B.  Assheton  Cross)  did  not  know  ; 
but  for  his  own  part  he  should  certainly 
vote  for  the  second  reading;  and  he 
hoped  the  GovenimeDtvoalddoso  also, 
for  they  could  have  no  reason  to  oppose 
it,  unless  they  had  a  Bill  of  their  own 
of  a  larger  scope,  and,  if  so,  he  hoped  the 
House  irould  bear  of  it  this  afternoon. 
Besides,  all  knew  how  crowded  the  Oi'der 
Book  became  later  in  the  Session,  and 
they  ought  to  take  advantage  of  the 
present  time,  and  not  lose  this  bird 
which  tliey  had  in  their  hands  for  two 
in  the  bueh.  He  hoped  he  would  not 
be  out  of  Order  in  suggesting  that  tboy 
should  read  this  BUI  a  second  time 
before  a  quarter  to  6,  when  discussion 
must  cease,  and  then  allow  his  own  Bill 
(the  Coal  Mines  Bill),  which  stood  on 
the  Orders,  and  which  also  dealt  with 
another  branch  of  the  subject,  and  one 
which  he  considered  very  important,  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Sib  JOSEPH  FEASB  said,  he  thought 
ii  was  unfortunate  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor) 
had  not  made  the  Bill  apply  to  metallic 
mines  as  well  as  coal  mines;  but  be 
(Sir  Joseph  Pease)  had  no  doubt  it 
was  competent  eo  to  amend  the  Bill  in 
Committee  that  that  omission  would  be 
remedied.  He  sometimes  thought  that 
people  did  not  sufficiently  reflect  what 
the  figures  with  respect  to  accidents  in 
mines  meant.  The  Bill  was  intended  to 
help  that  which  many  of  them  interested 
in  mines  were  very  anxious  to  secure — 
the  protection  of  the  miners  in  the  pur- 
suance of  an  arduous  and  almost  neces- 
sarily dangerous  calling.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Durham  (Mr.  J.  Wilson) 
had  referred  to  a  number  of  fatal  acci- 
dents in  coal  mines.  It  was  his  (Sir 
Joseph  Pease's)  lot  once  to  be  present 
at  one  of  those  colliery  accidents,  and 
any  sight  more  appalling  it  was  impos- 
sible to  conceive.  When  you  stood  at 
the  pit's  top  and  saw  body  after  body 
handed  over  to  the  poor  mourners,  and 
witnessed  the  wounded  handed  over  to 
the  doctors,  it  was  one  of  the  most  dis- 
Jreesing  scenes  that  could  possibly  be 
imagined.  Those  were  the  accidents 
which  it  was  their  duty  most  carefully 
to  guard  against.   The  Bill  before  the 
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House  went  some  way  in  that  di- 
rection, and  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  help  forward  that  object  in 
every  way.    As  regarded  the  check- 
weighmen,  he  thought  the  House  would 
certainly  sympathize  with  the  desire  of 
the  miners   that  the  check-weighers 
should  he  absolutely  their  servants.  It 
was  not  the  miners'  interest  to  have  a 
bad  check-wejghman.     Their  interest 
was  to  choose  an  honest  man.    He  had 
some  experience  in  these  mattersi  and 
he  must  say  that  the  instances  in  wbiih 
complaints  had  heon   made  against 
check -weighm on  were  very  rare.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
miners  to  choose  for  that  office  Uie  most 
honest  man  they  could  find  ;  and  if  it 
happened  afterwards  that  he  did  not 
give  satisfaction,  they  ought  to  be  able 
to  remove  him  and  put  another  man  in 
bis  place  who  would  do hJs  duty  honestly. 
If  the  hon.  Member  who  brought  in  the 
BiU  had  a  little  more  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  ho  would  not  have 
suggested  once-a-month  inspection.  A 
great  deal  bad  been  said  about  inspec- 
tion ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  relieve  the  mine  owners 
themselves  of  all  re^nsibUity  in  this 
matter.    While  there  should  be  full 
inspection  and  every  effort  made  to  in- 
sure the  safety  of  the  miners,  he  held 
that  nothing  could  be  more  dangerous 
than  to  leave  everything  to  the  Inspector. 
There  were  many  hundreds — he  might 
say  thousands — of  men  who  were  able 
to  be  their  own  Inspectors ;  but  in  say- 
ing that  he  did  not  mean  that  thej 
should  do  away  with  the  OovemmeiU 
inspection,  which  was,  of  course,  a  very 
good  thiog,  and  he  (Sir  Joseph  Pease) 
was  in  favour  of  it  provided  it  did  not 
go  too  far  and  relieve  the  miners  of  all 
responsibility.  As  an  illustration  of  how 
the  miners  might  be  relied  on  to  exercise 
their  own  judgment  with  regard  to  the 
safety  of  the  mine  in  which  they  might 
happen  to  be  employed,  the  hon.  Baro- 
net cited  the  case  of  a  number  of  miners 
declioiog  to  go  down  into  a  pit  on  the 
ground  of  its  dangerous  condition.  On 
that  occasion  the  men  were  proved  to  be 
perfectly  right.  It  was  that  sense  of 
responsibility  that  he  wished  to  retain. 
With  respect  to  payment  of  wages,  he 
considered  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  all 
wages  were  due  at  the  end  of  the  daj 
on  which  the  laboiur  was  done,  and  any- 
other  system  of  payment  was  a  matter 
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of  mutual  arrangement.  Then,  as  to 
Coroners'  Courts,  he  strongly  urged 
that  the  representative  of  the  deceased 
miners  should  be  allowed  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  inquiry.  Evidence  of  a 
very  important  character  affecting  the 
lives  and  limbs  of  the  miners  was 
often  elicited  at  these  inquiries.  As  re- 
g^ards  the  Report  of  the  Hoyal  Commis- 
sion to  which  the  late  Home  Secretary 
(Sir  B.  Asaheton  Cross)  had  referred, 
ne  (Sir  Joseph  Fease)  trusted  that  they 
vould  not  hare  to  wait  for  the  (Jovem- 
ment  measure,  which  might  not  be  pro- 
duced for  years.  The  best  thing  for  the 
House  to  do  would,  in  hia  opinion,  be  to 
accept  the  present  Bill,  and  remedy  in 
Committee  any  imperfections  that  might 
now  disfigure  it. 

Mb.  FENWICK  said,  he  was  glad  to 
see,  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  such  a 
desire  to  amend  the  Mines  Hegulations 
Act  of  1872.  For  his  own  part,  he  might 
be  allowed  to  express  his  personal  thanks 
to  those  hon.  Members  present  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
1872 ;  and  he  would  beg  also  to  express 
bis  thanks  for  the  class  to  whom  he  had 
the  honour  to  belong — namely,  the 
mining  class  of  the  community— espe- 
cially for  two  very  important  provisions 
that  were  inserted  in  that  measure.  The 
first  provision  was  that  referring  to  the 
age  at  which  children  were  permitted  to 
be  employed  in  mines.  For  his  own 
part,  he  began  to  work  in  the  mine  at 
the  age  of  nine  years,  and  only  left  it 
when  it  was  the  will  of  the  constituency 
that  he  should  be  returned  as  their 
Kepresentative  at  St.  Stephen's.  The 
other  provision  to  which  he  alluded  was 
that  which  gave  to  the  miners  th«  power 
to  examine  and  inspect  the  mines  for 
themselves,  so  that  they  might  be 
asstured,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  be 
assured, 'that  due  regard  was  had  to  the 
safety  of  life  and  limb  by  the  manage- 
ment. However,  as  time  rolled  on,  it 
was  found  that  the  Act,  though  excellent 
in  many  points,  was  yet  defective  in 
others,  and  he  was  glad  to  think  that 
even  the  late  Home  Secretary  (Sir  B. 
Asshcton  Ooss)  had  acknowledged  that 
the  Act  contained  many  anomalies  which 
he  was  endeavouring  to  remove  by  a  Bill 
of  bis  own.  The  object  which  he  (Mr. 
Fenwick)  had  in  view  in  rising  was' — 
seeing  that  there  was  a  generally  ex- 
pressed desire  to  amend  the  Act  of  1672 
— to  urge  that  the  Government  should 


give  the  Ho\i3e  some  information  as  to 
their  views,  andthe  attitude  they  intended 
to  assume,  not  only  towards  the  measure 
now  before  the  House,  but  in  regard  to 
the  Bill  of  the  late  Home  Secretary. 
That  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  ad- 
mitted that  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  if 
the  Qovemmont  would  give  the  House 
the  assurance  that  the  Act  of  1872  should 
now  be  amended.  What  he  (Mr.  Fen- 
wick)  wanted  to  know  was,  whether  or 
not  the  Government  were  prepared  to 
take  the  two  Bills  as  the  basis  of  a  com- 
prehensive measure  ?  He  was  confident, 
if  the  matter  could  be  fairly  and  pro- 
perly talked  over,  the  Gh>Temment  mi|;ht 
produce  a  measure  that  would  satisfy 
both  sides  of  the  House,  and  give  gene- 
ral satisfaction  to  the  mining  com- 
munity. 

Sm  HTJSSEY  VIVIAN  said,  he  was 
not  one  to  talk  out  the  Bill,  for  he  en- 
tirely approved  of  it  as  a  whole,  and  the 
sooner  the  existing  defects  were  remedied 
the  better.  He  thought  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  inspect  mines  monthly,  as  it 
would  require  quite  an  army  of  Inspec- 
tors to  perform  the  duty.  He  considered 
that  it  was  out  of  the  question  to  lay 
down  a  hard-and-fast  line  that  an  in- 
spection should  take  place  once  a  month. 
Then,  th?  use  of  powder  was  an  ex- 
tremely difficult  question,  on  which 
there  were  many  opinions,  and  the  work- 
ing minera  themselves  were  as  much  at 
variance  in  their  opinions  on  this  ques- 
tion as  other  people.  He  referred,  in 
proof  of  his  assertion,  to  a  deputation 
of  miners  from  his  own  county,  the 
members  of  which  were  opposed  to  the 
abolition  of  the  use  of  powder,  and  he 
argued  from  this  that  a  good  deal  of  in- 
formation was  required  to  be  collected 
upon  this  point  before  any  satisfactory 
legislation  thereon  could  takoplace.  He 
hoped  that  theBeport  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission, when  it  came  to  be  issued, 
would  give  some  information  on  this 
subject  which  would  be  of  a  valuable 
character.  As  tothe  question  of  certify- 
ing firemen,  he  looked  upon  it  as  much 
more  important  that  firemen  should  be 
practical  men  rathct  than  scientific  men ; 
but  this  was  a  point  which  he  thought 
might  be  dealt  with  without  any  great 
difficulty.  As  to  the  employment  of 
women  in  mines,  he  entirely  concurred 
with  the  principle  of  the  provision  for 
their  non-employment.  He  believed  he 
was  correct  in  saying  that  in  Wales 
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■women  were  not  employed  in  mines  at 
all — at  least,  if  there  were  any,  he  had 
never  seen  them ;  and  he  thoroughly 
agreed  that  they  ought  not  to  be  so 
employed.  From  long  experience  in 
the  Honse,  he  advUed  that  a  second 
reading  of  the  measnre  sfaouldhe  taken, 
no  matter  what  the  promises  of  the 
Government  might  be.  He  had  known 
many  good  measures  lost  througb  their 
being  postponed  with  the  view  of  the 
Government  taking  the  question  up  and 
legislating  upon  the  matter  in  a  fuller 
and  more  satisfactory  manner  than  could 
be  done  in  a  private  Member's  Bill. 
The  intentions  of  the  Government,  no 
doubt,  were  verpr  good ;  but  when  th,e 
pressure  of  Busmesa  came  upon  them, 
and  time  was  growing  short,  the  pro- 
mised measure  was  too  often  abandoned 
of  necessity,  and  a  remedial  measure, 
which,  though  perhaps  not  perfect, 
would  have  been  very  useful,  was  lost. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  sooh  a  result 
here,  and  he,  therefore,  hoped  the  Go- 
Temmenfe  would  accede  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  BTTET  said,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  had 
raised  a  very  useful  discussion  on  this 
Bill,  and  be  was  glad  that  he  had  intro- 
duced it.  He  (Hr.  Burt)  said  that,  how- 
ever, rather  because  he  thought  it  in- 
dicated that  they  might  expect  the  hon. 
Member's  support  in  any  measure  affect- 
ing the  interest  of  the  working  miners 
than  because  he  regarded  this  as  an 
adequate  or  satisfactory  measure.  The 
Bill  itself,  he  (Mr.  Burt)  could  not  vote 
for  as  indicating  anything  like  a  settle- 
ment of  the  mining  question.  It  simply 
touched  the  rim  of  a  very  large,  wide, 
and  complex  subject.  It  was  Tory  well 
known  that  the  late  Goremment  in- 
tended to  deal  with  the  general  subject 
of  inspection  of  mines,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment (Mr.  Broadhurst)  Would  be 
able  to  say  whether  the  present  Go- 
verument  intended  to  introduce  a  mea- 
sure with  the  same  object.  He  had 
had  a  Question  which  he  was  going  to 
put  to  the  Home  Secretary  (Mr. 
Childers) ;  but  he  had  seeu  the  right 
hoQ.  Gentleman  privately  with  regard 
to  what  the  Government  meant  to  do. 
A  Eoyal  Commission,  of  which  he  (Mr. 
Burt)  had  the  honour  to  be  a  Member, 
had  been  sitting  for  a  rery  considerable 
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time.  He  was  sorry  that  they  had  not 
up  to  the  present  been  able  to  report ; 
but  the  Commission  had  inquired  more 
steadily  and  complet^y  into  all  ques- 
tions relating  to  mining  than  these  had 
ever  before  been  inquired  info,  and  the 
Commission  would  report  in  a  very  short 
time.  In  fact,  it  was  no  secret  tiiat  a 
considerable  porMon  of  the  Beport  was 
already  in  print.  He  trusted,  ther^ore, 
that  the  Government  would  take  this 
opportunity  of  stating  what  they  meant 
to  do  on  the  subject ;  and  if  they  were 
prepared  to  deal  with  it  in  a  thorough 
way,  and  in  a  way  which  only  a  Govern- 
ment could  deal  with  a  large  publto 
measure  of  this  kind,  he  would  advise 
his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor) 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  discussion  he  had 
raised,  and  to  take  the  opportunity  of  in- 
troducing any  Amendments  that  might 
be  wished  into  the  Bill  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  entirely  approved  of  the 
clause  in  the  Bill  oefore  them  relating 
to  check- weighmen.  The  only  objection 
the  working  miners  had  to  ^e  present 
Act  was  that  they  were  not  allowed  ab- 
solute liberty  of  choice.  Their  choice 
was  limited  to  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
same  firm.  The  miners  objected  to 
that  restriction,  and  wanted  to  have 
absolute  liberty  to  select  any  person 
whatever  to  fill  the  position  of  chectc- 
weighman.  He  would  not  detain  the 
House  any  further,  as  he  was  anxious  to 
hear  the  views  of  the  Government. 

The  under  SEORETART  of 
STATE  FOE  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Broadhubst)  said,  the  only 
reason  why  the  GJovemment  had  not  ex- 
pressed their  views  on  this  question  at 
an  earlier  stage  of  the  proceedings  was 
their  desire  to  hear  a  very  full  expres- 
sion of  opinion  upon  the  sabject  by 
those  hon.  Members  who  were  most 
capable  of  giving  an  opinion,  and  were 
mostly  interested  in  this  class  of  legisla- 
tion. With  respect  to  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor),  he  need  not  assure  him,  nor 
need  he  assure  the  House,  of  the  deep 
and  earnest  sympathy  which  the  Govern- 
ment felt  for  Uie  working  miners  of 
Great  Britain.  At  the  same  time,  there 
were  parts  of  the  Bill  which  did  not 
appear  to  commend  themselves  without 
reserve  to  the  Government.  "With  re- 
gard to  the  clause  which  had  reference 
to  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act  ni- 
plying  to  the  machinery  used  in  the 
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weighing  of  ooal,  he  believed  he  was 
speaking  oorreotly  when  he  SAid  there 
was  no  neoeseity  whatever  for  the  extea- 
BLon  of  this  claase ;  that  the  present  law 
alre^7  applied  to  all  weights  and 
measures,  whether  in.  iniae»  ox  in  fac- 
tories^ that  had  to  do  with  the  decision 
of  the  amount  of  wages  for  onj  particu- 
lar labour  performed  either  by  work- 
mea  or  wQi«;-woinen»  Then^  with  re- 
gard to  the  fixed  periods  of  Tisits  for 
Mine  Iitspectors,  he  thought  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  had  pro- 
bably not  beea  a  workman  in  the  sense 
in  which  his  hon.  Friend  belund  him 
(Mr.  Penwick)  and  he  himself  had  been 
a  workman  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
"WToot  workmen  always  viewed  with  the 
greatest  amount  of  pleasure  was  the 
visits  of  the  manager  or  foreman  who 
would  keep  regularity,  because  when 
they  got  rid  of  him  they  knew  they  were 
perfectly  free  to  indulge  relaxation  until 
the  reourruice  of  the  next  visit.  Gen- 
tlemen who  wore  .the  most  objectionable 
were  the  fcwemen  or  managers  of  irre- 
gular habits,  ODA  upon  whose  visits  they 
could  never  depend  for  a  moment,  and 
the  GOD  sequence  waa  th^  were  in  a  con- 
stant state  of  labour  and  nncertainty. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
did  not  propose  by  hia  Bill  that  the 
visits  of  the  Inspector  should  bs  at  fixed 
times,  or  that  notice  should  be  sent  to 
the  mine  owners. 

Mr.  BROADHUEST  said,  he  noticed 
that;  but  he  thought  that  was  an  in- 
struction always  given  to  Inspectors 
without  any  express  instraction  in  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  Indeed,  a  man  who 
would  want  information  of  the  necessity 
of  not  announcing  his  visit  would  be  a 
man  absolutely  unfit  for  the  discb^rge 
of  such  important  duties.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  check-weighmen,  he 
thought  he  was  speaking  the  mind  of 
tiie  Qoremment  when  he  said  that  the 
OoTemment  quite  saw  the  necessity  of 
some  relaxation  in  regard  to  this  sub- 
ject. The  dieck-weighman  was  a  per- 
son as  clearly  in  the  employment  of  the 
miners  themselves  as  the  minors  were 
clearly  in  the  employment  of  the  mine 
owner  ;  and,  therefore,  working  miners 
should  have  considerable  liberty  in  the 
£eld  for  selecting  this  very  important 
person.  In  respect  of  the  question  of 
the  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  the  Bill  under  discussion,  he  hiul  to 
say  that  tiie  GoTeznme^t  viewed  with, 


couslderable  favour  the  wise  attempts  to 
amend  the  Mines  Regulation  Act  in  this 
and  some  other  directions ;  and  he,  there- 
fore, wished  to  assure  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  thai  he  must  not 
regard  them  in  any  way  as  opponents  to 
his  Bill.  There  was  an  important  feature 
in.  the  demajids  o£  the  miners  which  the 
hon.  Oentlemaa  had  altogether  over- 
looked, and  that  was  the  question  of  the 
presence  of  the  relatives  at  Coroners' 
inquests,  and  the  demand  of  the  right 
and  power  to  put  questions  as  to  the 
cause  of  death.  That  was  what  many 
of  his  bon.  Friends  in  mining  districts 
regarded  as  oqe  of  the  things  that  was 
of  tlie  utmost  importance. 

Mil  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  saifl,  that  his 
hon.  JTriend  (Mr.  Aithiir  O^GopUiOr)  was 
^niteViUUg  to  accept  An^p^jjfflyi^  deal- 
ing with  th^se  points. 

Mr.  BROADHUEST  said,  lio  was 
not  Lliullonging  tlie  h6nK3£emJ^er'8  ob- 
jccliou  to  havo  it  iu^^md^-iiput  was 
p(UntiDg  out  its  great  importaoce,  With 
regard  to  the  Boyal  Commission,  he  had 
the  authority  of  the  Government  to  say 
that  the  Report  would  be  issued  withjin 
a  week,  and  that  one  of  the  first  works 
of  tlio  Homo  Ofliae  woulil  Le  to  prepare 
a  ,iMii!">  ill  ilir  ]i<^]it  cif  that  Cominis-. 
6iii:i,  h;i\"Iny  rtj^iinl  to  otlicr  d(;maiid3 
n.;t'Ii'  fi'om  other  dlrectioiiH,  and,  in  the 
nnaiitiiiie,  would  wish  that  u  Bill  of 
tlii^  description,  if  it  should  pass  its 
Bocund  rcauiny,  iirhicU  they  would  cer- 
tainly not  oppose  this  afternoon,  that 
the  Committee  stage  should  be  placed 
at  8w:h  a  date  that  would  give  them  op- 
portunities between  now  and  then  of 
preparing  and  submitting  their  proposals 
to  the  House.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  would  accept 
that  view,  he  should  be  very  glad  indeed, 
on  behalf  of  the  Oorerument,  not  to 
proceed  further  in  the  debate.  He  might 
also  state  that  the  Government  would 
take  precisely  the  same  course  with  re- 
gard to  the  Bill  of  tiie  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Sir  R.  Assheton  Cross). 

Mb.  T.  r.  O'CONNOR  said,  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  were  willing  to  accept 
the  intimation  just  made,  and  would 
postpone  the  Committee  stage  of  the 
Bill  for  a  month. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  with^avn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  ogrteA  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  wmmittid 
for  Weinw4ay  31«t  March. 
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COAL  MINES  BILL.— [Bill  92.] 
{jSirSiehwd  Cro»$,  Mr.  Stwrt-Wvrtlts,  Mr. 
Farwood.) 

SECOITD  aXACINa. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoaad, 
«  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seccmd 
time." — {8irR.  Auheton  CroM.) 

Thk  SECEETABY  of  STATE  itqb 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Chil- 
DERs)  said,  he  would  object  to  the  Mo- 
tion, except  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
other  Bill. 

Sib  B.  A3SHET0N  OSOSS  said,  he 
cotild  not  consent  to  any  such  terms. 

Question  put,  and  egretd  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^hat  the  Bill  be  committed  for  Monday 
next."— (jSiV  £.  Auheton  Cro»».) 

Mb.  OHILDERS,  in  objecting  to  the 
Motion,  said,  the  Oommittee  stws  ought 
to  be  put  off  till  that  day  month. 

Sib  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
proposed  to  pnt  it  down  for  Monday  till 
he  knew  what  the  OoTenuneni  meant  to 
do. 

Mb.  CHILDERS  said,  he  had  no  ob- 
iection  to  that ;  but  when  it  came  up  on 
Monday  he  would  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee stage  be  put  off  for  a  month. 

SiK  E.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said, 
he  would  object  to  that  unless  they 
oould  come  to  some  arrangement,  and 
hoped  to  be  able  to  convince  the  Go- 
vernment that  they  had  done  wrong  in 
putting  off  the  Committee  stage  on  the 
other  Bill  for  a  month. 

Question  put,  and  agreei  to. 

Bill  etmmitted  for  Monday  next. 

MOTIONS, 


BOBOVOH  FUNDS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Keorick,  Bill  to  Bmend 
an  Act  of  the  Session  of  the  thirty-fifth  and 
Uiirtf-sixtTi  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present 
Majesty,  chapter  ninety-one,  intituled  "An 
Act  to  authorise  the  apph'cation  of  Funds  of 
Municipal  Coroorations  and  other  gOTemicg 
1)odie8  m  certain  cases,"  ordet  ed  to  be  hronght 
in  Mr.  Eeariok,  Mr.  Edward  Clarke,  M(^<n- 
Diekson,  Mr.  Fieton,  and  Mr.  Woodhead. 
Bill pruented,  and  read  the  flirt  time.  [Bill  188.] 

SBOWNBD  PEBSOKS  (dISCOTEBT  Aim 
UTl'BBMBirT)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Colonel  Hughes,  Bill  to  amend 
tiie  Law  in  raqpeet  to  the  dvoorery  and  inter- 
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meat  of  penons  drowned.  wicrtA  to  be  hnmgfat 
in  by  CtdDiid  Hnj^ha^  Ur.  Boord,  Mr.  Baj^ 
gallay,  Mr.  Karris,  and  CoLonel  Dancao. 
Biltj)mmfed;and  readUie  firrt  time.  [Bill  12.3.] 

FABLUUEKTABT  FBANGHIBB  BILL. 

On  Mation  of 'Mr.  Monlton.  Bill  to  amend 
the  Laws  respecting  the  Parliamentary  Fran- 
chise {n  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  oondiKrt 
of  Eledaona,  ordtred  to  be  bron^t  in  bjr  Mr. 
Monlton,  Mr.  A.  Acland,  and  Mr.  Dillwyn. 
Bill;>r-M«M(tf(;,and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  124.] 

COPTBIQHT  (WOBKS  OF  FINE  ABr)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  "Mr.  Hastings,  Bill  to  amend 
and  consolidate  the  Law  of  Oipyright  in  Works 
of  Fine  Art  and  in  Fliotograph^  and  for  re- 
pressing the  commission  of  frnad  in  the  pn^- 
dnction  and  sale  of  snch  works,  m&p*f  to  be 
broiKbt  in  by  Mr.  Hastinga,  Mr.  Gregory,  asd 

Mr.  A^^sw.   

BillifmMf*^,  and  read  the  fltrt  time.  [Bill  125.] 

AOTIOITS  FOB  SBBT  (LIHITATIOir)  BlU.. 

On  Motion  of  Mr  Hobhouse,  Bill  for  fur- 
ther limiting  the  time  for  the  recovery  of 
simple  contract  Debts,  ordtred  to  be  broogfat  in 
by  Mr.  HobhoQJM,  Mn  A.  Achmd»  Mr.  Olyn, 
and  Mr.  TjWiiuta. 

BiUi»vwn(«f,  and  read  the  firrt  time.  {Bill  126.] 

OORTXTAITOINO  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1874, 

JkiaNDMXNT. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Bill  to  amead 
"The  Conveyanmng  (Scotland)  Act,  1874,'* 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Dr.  Cameron,  3lr. 
Craig  SeUar,  Mr.  Donald  Crawford,  and  Mr. 

Lyefl. 

BiU  pramted,  and  read  the  flrrt  time.  [BiH  127.] 

Honas  a^ommed  at  ten  minntea 
before  Six  o'clock. 


HOUBfi  OF  LOBBS, 
TJmrtdoff,  4M  Mareh,  1886. 


MINUTES.]  —  Sat  Fibbt  m  PA&UAicEirt— 
The  Earl  of  Stxadbroke,  after  the  death  of 
his  father. 

PuBLio  "RiUM—Fir^  Stading—Bmolu  Naiaaece 

Abatement  {Metropolian*  (27). 
Committee — Sefwrt — Mamagea  Validly  (U). 

SoToral  Lords— Took  flie  Oatii. 

MAERUGEB  VALIDITF  BILL.-(Nb.  11.) 
[Tht  Iwd  JBiehop  of  CartiA.) 
OOMIHTTEB. 

Order  of  the  Daj  for  the  Honse  to  he 
put  into  Committee  read. 
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Toe  lord  OHANOEIiLOB  (Lozd 
Herschku.)  said,  that  a  queBtion  had 
been  raised  as  to  whether  this  measure 
should  be  made  retrospeotiTe  or  not; 
and  a  suggestion  had.  been  made  b^  a 
noble  Earl  for  the  insertion  of  a  tVoviso 
declaring  legitimate  the  children  of  a 
marriage  in  respect  to  which  any  ques^ 
tion  arose  and  a  second  marri^e  was 
contracted;  and  in  consequeooe  of  that 
the  Committee  stage  of  the  Bill  had 
been  postponed.  Ho  had,  however, 
since  made  inquiries  on  the  suhjectj  and 
he  found  that  there  was  no  precedent 
for  introducing  such  a  Proviso.  Be- 
yond that,  having  consulted  the  right 
rev.  Prelate  who  had  introduced  the 
Bill  upon  the  subject,  he  had  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  advisable 
to  create  a  precedent  in  the  direction 
suggested^  e^ecially  as  he  was  informed 
that  there  was  reason  to  believe  there 
-were  no  cases  in  which  the  legitimacy 
of  such  children  had  been  questioned. 
Therefore,  it  was  not  necessary  to  intro- 
duce such  a  clause  as  that  which  had 
been  indicated. 

House  in  Gonunittee. 

Bill  r^forM  without  amendment ;  and 
to  be  read  3'  2b-»srr«v. 

CHAWTABLE  TRUSTS  (ALIiOTMEHTS 
EXTENSION  ACT,  1882). 
KOTIOH    FOB    A  BKIUBN. 

Thx  Eabi^  of  ONSLOW  moved  for— 

"  A  Retam  of  all  charitable  tnuia  in  England 
and  Wales  the  trustees  of  which  are  tmatees 
within  the  meaning  of  the  fint  and  foarth 
dauMSof  the  Allotments  Extension  Act,  1882." 

He  did  Boi  ^ees  the  Mptio|i  in  the  exact 
words  in  which  he  had  placed  it  on  the 
Paper,  but  hoped  that  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent would  be  able  to  erant  the  sub- 
etanoe  of  his  Motion,  and  add  a  column 
to  the  Betum  showing  the  acreage  held 
by  these  Trustees. 

The  lord  PEESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Earl  Spbncee)  said,  that 
there  would  be  no  practical  difficulty  in 
granting  the  Betums  asted  for,  only 
they  would  be  given  in  a  diflferent  form. 
As  to  the  addition  of  the  acreage,  he  had 
not  yet  been  able  to  communicate  with 
the  Charity  Oommissioners,  and  he  was 
unwilling  to  promise  such  a  Return,  be- 
cause it  would  be  difficult  and  costly  to 
obtain  the  informiUion.  He  had  inad- 
Toriently  laUen  Into  an  wior  the  other 
day  with  reference  to  the  data  at  vfaioh 


4^  18861       {Metrtfolu)  Bill  1874 

'■■  the  Returns  would  be  made.  Instead  of 
being  made  in  June,  they  were  not 
usually  made  until  September.  The 
Bpeoial  Betums  moved  for  by  tiie  noble 
Earl  would  probably  be  presented  before 
November. 

In  reply  to  Tiscount  Cbaksbook, 
Eabl  SPENCEB  said,  that  the  Be- 
tarn  moved  for  would  be  supplemental 

to  the  ordinary  Agricultural  Returns. 

Ketiim  of  all  chanties  known  to  the  Charity 
Commisrioaen,  the  income  of  whfch  is  shown 
to  he  distrihutahle  in  articles  in  kind  or  in 
money,  ia  the  "  Oeneral  Digest  o(  Bndoved 
Charities"  laid  before  Parliament  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Lord  Uohort  Montagu  between  the 
years  1868  and  1874,  as  sup^emeoted  by-  the 
iDformation  subsequeptly  acquired  by  the 
Charity  Commissioners ;  and  distinguishing 
those  chorititis  the  income  of  which  may 'be 
otherwise  applied  in  pursuance  of  schevas 
established  by  the  Charity  Cummissioners : 
Ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  HonBe.^TAtf 
Earl  of  OflsAw.) 

8U0KE    mnSAHOE    AnATEHSNX     (HETBO- . 

POLis)  Biu.  [n:.x.] 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  Acts  ior  abntiBg  the 
noiBSnoe  arising  from  the  smdte  of  fomaces 
and  fireplaces  within  the  Metropolis — Was  pn- 
tented  by  the  Lord  Btrftthedea  and  Cuiplisll 
read  l^    (No.  27.) 

House  adjoonied  at  a,  quarter  before  five 
o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 


ThuTBdajfj  4ih  March,  1886. 


UINUTE8.]  —  BBI.1CX  OoimmsBS  —  Iriih 
Indnibies,(ijtP^in(Nf;  Mver  Lea,  ii9»ifM<«rf. 

SrppLT — eontidertd  in  Committee — OtviL  Saa- 
Ticn  Estimates;  Class  I.— Poblic  Woaas 
AND  BuiLnmoB,  Vote  1 — ^h.p. 

Peivatk  Bill— (*y  Order)— Second  Sgadit^— 
Dundalb  Gaa  • 

Public  Bills  —  Resolution  in  Committee  — 
Ordered — Firtt  Jf*aiiM^  —  Burial  Grounds* 
[131]. 

Ordered—Firet  Jteading —  TiOxe  Rent-Cfaai:ge 
Recovery*  [129];  BaalcrnptcyfAgtioakatal 
Labourars*  Wageft>*  [ISO]. 

Firet  BeaditM—TxeOiinier  Fidieiies  (Selsl  * 
[128]. 

Second  JEmf ifw CmnpeaMtioii  for  Domagss 

[120].  ,^ 

WitAdn^mt—BoM  Law  AmeDdment*!^]. 
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CHAIilTY  CX)WiIXSSIONERS^  CHRIST'S 
HOSPITAL  SCHBltES, 

Mk.  W.  H.  JAMES  asked  the  Vice 
IVeodont  «f  tfao  Committee  of  OonneU, 
How  many  sohemes  for  the  goTecnnieai 
of  Ghrist's  Hospital  have  been  under  the 
notice  o£  the  Charity  OommiBskmeM-BiBoe 
the  paesing  of  the  Endotred  Sqhooli  Act 
of  1869 ;  whether  die  pn^ess  of  the 
exirtiiig  soheme  vill  bo  in-  any  way  snfr- . 
ponded  by  the  inTestigatitHia  of  the  Com- 
mibtee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Endowed  Schools  Act ; 
and,  if  he  oan  state  any  approximate 
time  when  the  scheme  is  l^iely  to  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  Parliament? 

Mb.  HOWAED  8PEN8LBX  also 
aaked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  Whe- 
ther, considering  that  schemea  for  the 
re-organiaationof  Christ's  Hospital  have 
been  imder  considBration  by  the  Charity 
Commicaionera  for  more  than  ten  years, 
he  can  in  any  way  facilitate  a  final  con- 
sideration, to  be  laid  upon  the  Tahleoi 
the  House  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  fSir  Itoji 
Piayfair)  :  Sir,  two  schemes  hare  been 
fraioed  by  ^e  Gorernors  of  Ohriit's 
Hospital,  one  ia  1830,  ihe  otiier  in 
1876.  In  1880,  the  Charity  CommiBr- 
Bwners  published  their  first  soheme, 
which  met  with  great  opposition.  In 
I8S5,  they  published  a  reiyised  sbheme, 
which,  aiter  going  through  the  pre- 
Ecrifaed  stages,  was  signed  by  them 
last  week,  and  will  reaoh  the  Educa- 
tion Department  in  a  few  days.  If  ap- 
proTod,  an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
or  a  Petition  may  ask  that  it  should  be 
laid  before  Parliament.  In  either  case, 
it  wonld  not  reaoh  this  House  till  the 
end  of  Jane  or  the  beginning  of  July. 
Some  stdiemes  now  before  the^jducation 
D^ttment  are  kept  back  until  the 
Select  Committee  have  made  tbeir  iti- 
qniry.  As  I  have  not  yet  Been  t^e 
Bohemesr  I  oanaot  now  say  whether  tihie 
coarse  will  be  followed  in  »gaid  to  it. 

MB.  BBOADHUBST,  UNDER  SECRETARY 
OF  STATE  FOB  THE  HOME 
DEPARTMENT . 
Mr.  GENT-DAVIS  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department,. 
Whetbeir  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  letter  published  in  Th  Mriffhion, 


(?«e0£^,  dated  IHh  Febroftiy,  to  the 

falloving  effect ;— 

"To  the  Editort 
Sir.-^Tliat  Heary  Broadhnrdr  sbtnUd  bow 
be  Under  Seoretaiy  of  State  for  flie  Home  Ite- 
partmant  aoettis  almost  the  iiany  (J.  fate.  Aboat 
fourteen  years  ago  he  waa  a  ringleader  in  a  great 
strike  of  the  building  and  other  trades,  and 
under  tSie  Mriet  Borveillaiice  of  'Uie  police ; 
"7t  could  hardly  be  expected  fliat  he  shonld 

fire  the  :AecMMTy-  order*  t*  prarent  riot  bat 
[Quday,  but,  in  default  of  not  getting  sw^ 
order,  the  police  allowad  the  pluM«r  and  not 
to  go  on ; 

and,  will  he  Bscevtaln  if  ihie  be  tnie ; 
and,  if  not,  will  he  take  steps  to  direct  a 
prosecution  for  a  exoss  oad  acandaloiii 

Ubel? 

Thb  SECEETAEX  oj?  STATE  (Mr. 
Cbilcebs)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  in  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member,  I  hare  to  say  that,  if  hds 
Question  is  aooording  to  the  letter  of  the 
Standing  Ordws,  and  if  it  hadnotbeea 
that  you,  Sir,  hare  allowed  it  to  be  pot 
upon  the  Paper,  I  would  hare  ventured 
to  have  laid  that  it  ia  certainly  not  in  ac- 
cordance witb  the  sprit  of  the  fiulee 
which  govern  onr  prooeedinge.  The  hon. 
Member  hu  taken  advantage  of  aa 
anonyawkus  letter  written  to  a  Provindal 
journal;  and,  tinder oorer  of  a  profened 
desire  that  the  editor  of  a  CooservatiTe 
newspaper,  serving  the  Party  to  'which  he 
himself  belongs,  should  be  prosecuted 
under  my  directions,  he  shelters  himself 
behind  that  anonymous  letter  to  make 
an  attack  on  my  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, which,  if  t;he  hon.  Blember 
had  had  the  courage  of  his  opiniona,  he 
would  have  made  dijrectly.  The  hon. 
Member  knows,  or,  if  he  does  not,  any 
Member  sitting  opposite,  who  has  bad 
Parliamentary  experience,  would  tell 
him,  th^  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
has  nothing  to  do  with,  and  never  ^ves 
orders  to,  the  police  on  those  occaaicMiB. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  House  viU 
resent  thisindireot  and  un-Parliamentaiy 
attapk  on  one  of  its  Membera  undecooTer, 
as  I  have  said,  of  an  anoiQrmoaB  letter, 
and  I  decline  to  take  any  further  aotiee 
of  the  fa(m.  Member's  Question. 

The  UNDEE  SECRETAEY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPAHT- 
MENT  (Mr.  Bboaqhurst)  :  iMay  I  oave 
the  indulgei^ce  of  . the  Hoiwe  fnH*  one  or 
two  moments  with  regard  to  this  Quea- 
tioui?  I  should  have  been  pleased  to 
answer  it,  if  the  han«  Gtontlemao  ha4 
addressed  it  to  ne  diracrt  j[  sow  1|4K 
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to  eay  tliat  there  was  no  Btrike  in 
the  building  trade  at  the  time  referred 
to ;  but  there  was  a  lock-out— that  is,  a 
strike  by  the  employers  against  the 
workmen.  At  that  time,  the  workmen 
asked  me  to  take  charge  of  their  case, 
which  I  did,  and  the  difference  was  very 
speedily  settled  to  the  mutual  satisfac- 
tion and  interests  of  both  parties  to  the 
dispute.  "With  regard,  to  the  ionuendo 
about  the  police,  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  there  wae  nothing  at  all 
of  the  kind.  I  do  not  suppose  the  police 
knew  of  the  oxiBtence  of  the  dispute,  or 
anyone  else  not  dtrectly  interested  in 
it,  as  during  the  dispute  there  was  no 
police  case,  nor  any  cause  for  the  inter- 
ference of  those  charged  with  the  duty  of 
tfaemaintenanceofpeaceand order.  That 
is  the  last  time  that  I  have  been  per- 
sonalty responsible  in  any  trade  dispute 
between  workmen  and  employers.  I 
should  like  to  add  one  word  more,  and 
that  is  that  the  bon.  Member  will  find 
that  the  work  of  adrerttainff  obsonre 
oouniiy  newi^pws  will  not  bring  him 
any  veiy  desirable  Farliaoientaty  dis- 
tinction. 

Mr.  GEKT-DATIS:  Sir,  might  I, 
with  your  permission,  reeent  ue  in- 
sinuation \CriM  #/  '*No  ! "] 

Ma.  SPEAKEB :  Sir  George  Camp- 
bell. 

SCOTL.UID— ERRORS  IN  STATISTICAL 
RETURNS -RETURN  OF  MUNI- 
CIPAL BURGHS,  1885. 

Snt  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  the  palpably 
erroneous  character  of  some  of  the  statis- 
tical Beturns  relating  to  Scotland  pre- 
sented to  this  House ;  for  instance,  to 
the  Betnm  of  Scotch  Municipal  Burghs, 
No.  360  IT.  dated  November  1885,  in 
which  Kirkcaldy  is  made  to  have  a 
population  of  only  13,320  and  4,218 
municipal  electors,  or  nearly  one  elector 
to  every  four  inhabitants ;  and  Dysart, 
a  population  of  10,877,  with  484  munici- 
pal electors,  or  one  elector  to  upwards 
of  twenty-tffo  inhabitants ;  whether  the 
Crown  agent  is  the  only  person  respon- 
sible for  such  Eetums ;  and,  if  he  will 
take  steps  to  establish  an  efficient  agency 
to  furnish  correct  Eetums  for  Scotland  ? 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balpoub)  (who  replied)  said  :  The  Ee- 
tum  in  question  related  to  munieipal 
burghs  in  Slngland,  Wales,  and  Soot- 


land — what  was  asked .  having  been 
their  population  and  number  of  inha- 
bited houses  according  to  the  Census  of 
IS81,  together  with  the  number  of  per- 
sons on  the  burgess  roll,  distinguish- 
ing men  f^om  women.  The  terms  "mu- 
nicipal burghs"  and  "burgess  rolls'^ 
are  inappltoable  to  6e(^and,  and  great 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing 
with  that  part  of  the  Beium  which  re- 
lated to  populiition,  both  for  this  reaeon 
and  also  because  the  Census  of  1881 
does  not  specify  the  number  of  persons 
eatitled  to  tl^  municipal  franchise. 
After  a  correspondence  between  the 
Home  0£S.ce  and  the  Cron-n  Agent,  it 
woe  decided  that  the  number  of  muni- 
eipal electors  only  should  be  given—- 
these  being  taken  from  the  population 
of  the  Farliamentary  burghs,  as  shown 
by  the  Census,  so  that  in  cases  sach  as 
Kirkcaldy  and  Dysart,  where  the  Parlia* 
mentary  and  municipal  boundaries  are 
not  identical,  the  B«tum  cannot  be 
said  to  be  reliable,  and  the  statistios 
neoeasary  for  making  it  ao  cU)  not  eaust. 
}Aa,y  I  be  allowed  -to  suggest  to  my  hon. 
Friend  and  to  ot1i»  Scotch  Meraben 
moviof^  for  a  Beturo,  that  it  would  be 
convenient  before  doing  so  to  submit 
the  draft  terms  of  the  proposed  Eeturns 
to  some  Scotch  official,  so  that  it  may  bo 
adapted  to  make  the  Eetnm  accurate. 
Thereby  much  inconvenience  and  sudi 
anomalies  as  exist  in  the  present  case 
would  be  saved.  But,  under  the  oircum- 
stanoes,  there  is  certainly  no  blame  at- 
tached to  the  Crown  Agent  under  the 
late  or  present  Government. 

Bib  GEOEOE  CAMPBELL  asked  if 
the  right  hoB.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
aware  that  every  almanac  and  railway 
guide  published  in  Scotland  gave  the 
population  of  fhe  municipal  bui^bs  and 
the  municipal  and  Farliamenteir  voters : 
and,  vhetber,  in  Aiture,  the  Municipal 
Betnms  were  to  be  prepared  in  his  Offlco 
or  in  that  of  the  Seorotary  for  Scotland  ? 

Mb.  J.  B.  BALFOUE,  in  reply,  said, 
that  would  be  a  matter  for  amicable  ar* 
rangement.  He  objected  to  the  quota- 
tion of  uuauthentio  and  irreeponeiUe 
railway  guides. . 

POST  OFPCE-TELEGRAPH  CLERKS- 
SUNDAY  WORK. 
Mr.  HOWAED  VINCENT  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasiur,  If  it  is 
a  fact  that  postal  telegraph  dei%8,  and 
mesBragers  reoexre  extra  pay  ia  Londoit 
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for  worir  upon  Sunday,  but  that  tboae 
employed  on  eimilar  duty  in  the  Fro- 
tinees  Teceire  no  such  additional  pay- 
ment ;  and,  if  Uie  Postmaster  Oeneral 
irill  take  steps  to  remore  a  distinction 
vbioli  causes  dissatisfaetion  among  a 
deservinje  body  of  public  serrants  t 

The  SEOBETAkT  to  thb  TREA- 
BUBY  (Mr.  Hbkrt  H.  FovtEB) :  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member,  1  hare  to 
state  that  the  arrangements  in  London 
differ  from  those  in  the  country.  The 
question  of  pay  for  Sunday  work  in  the 
Fnmndes  was  carefully  considered  at 
the  date  of  the  reorganization  of  1881, 
and  the  scale  of  weekly  wages  was  fixed 
so  as  to  oover  two  hours'  work  on  San- 
days.  Applicatioos  bare  been  reoefved 
by  three  sucoesnre  Postmasters  General 
for  further  pay  on  Sundays  and  refused 
by  each.  My  noble  Friend  the  Post- 
master General  concars  in  the  deeieion 
arrived  at  by  his  Predecessors  and  feels 
it  his  chity  to  decline  to  re-open  the 
(question.  In  reply  to  the  further  <^es- 
tionof  which  the  hon.  Member  has  giren 
me  priTbte  Notice,  I  beg  to  skate  that 
some  delay  has  arisen  in  the  payment 
of  extra  duty  during  the  Ohristmaa  sea- 
BODi  owing  to  the  claims  having  been 
incorrectly  made  out.  An  inquiry  was 
necessary  before  they  were  passed  ;  but 
every  e&rt  was  made  to  avoid  unne- 
cessary delay.  There  has  not  yet  been 
time  to  eettl©  the  ^owances  for  St. 
Talentine's  Day. 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT  (IRELAND) 
—THB  KINGSTON  ESTATES. 

Mb.  lewis,  who  said  he  was  not 
responsible  for  the  Question,  but  as  it 
was  on  the  Notice  Paper  in  bis  name, 
he  had  no  objection  to  put  it,  asked  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  an  article  in  Th»  Daily 
Expre$i  of  the  25th  February,  in  which 
the  following  passage  occurs  : — 

"WlieD  the  agent  of  tbo  Eingstou  Estate 
appoiiite<i  a  day  to  meet  them,  the  tenantfi,  and 
Tcceivo  the  aman,  the  priests  incited  them 
to  stanid  and  resist  to  the  end.  At  that  time 
meuay  of  the  tenenta  Trere  ready  and  willing 
to  pay.  But  they  were  told>net  to  do  «o,  ana 
80  they  vent  avay  and  had  an  orgy.  One  man, 
arrested  for  drunkennesa,  had  pn  kis  person  a 
bank  deposit  recript  and  other  valuahles  to  the 
amonBt  of  twd  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 
The  Bent  ha  was  asked  to  pay  affiotuAed  to  tlbree 
pounds  ten ; " 

whether  he  has  mode  inquiries  M  to  the 
Mr,  Howard  VinemU 


fiicts  of  this  case;  and,  whether  the  facts 
were  substantially  as  represented  ? 

Mr.  0*KELLY:  Before  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  the  Question, 
I  should  like  to  ask  him,  Whether  it  is 
not  true  that  all  these  Kingston  estete 
tenants  were  refused  any  redaction  atafi 
of  their  rents ;  and,  whether  the  priest, 
so  far  from  advising  the  people  not  to 
pay,  used  his  whole  influence  to  effect  a 
settlement  ? 

Me.  LALOR  :  in^ht  I  also  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  vho  isresponsible 
for  this  Question  ? 

Tire  OHIEF  SECfRETABT  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  :  As  to  the  last  Question, 
I  must  reply  that  I  really  cannot  say. 
In  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Ko*- 
common  (Mr.  O'Kelly),  I  may  say  that 
I  think  I  have  heard  the  statements 
which  he  has  made,  but  on  otiier  autho- 
rity. I  cannot  say  of  my  own  Jniow- 
ledge  whether  they  are,  of  are  not  v«S 
fbunded.  With  reference  to  tlie  Qaet- 
tiOn  on  the  paper,  I  have  receiTsd  a 
Report  which  snows  that,  fntb.  the  ex- 
ception of  the  particular  amount  of  rent 
due  by  the  man  arrested — which  was 
£9,  and  not  £3  lOx. — the  facts  are  sub- 
stantially as  stated. 

CRIME  ANDOTTTRAaE  aRELAHD)— 

"  BOYOOTTING  "  AT  CLONJIEL. 
OoLOKEL  WARING  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  a  shopkeeper  and  farmer 
named  Edward  Tobin,  living  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  of  Clonmel,  nad  been 
boycotted ;  whether  the  town  band  had 
not  annoyed  him  by  halting  in  front  of 
his  premises  and  playing  the  Hogoe's 
March  "  and  other  offensive  tnnes ;  vhe- 
ther  it  is  intended  to  indict  oertain  of 
Tobin's  neighbours  at  the  next  asdz^ 
fbr  picketing  Ms  bouse ;  whether  his 
seourlties  in  a  road  contract  were  ob- 
jected to  though  of  well-known  sol- 
vency; whether  they  have  since  been 
subjected  to  obstruction  in  their  lawful 
buE^ness ;  and,  whether  Tobin^s  offence 
consisted  in  taking  charge  of  a  vacant 
farm? 

Tht:  OHIEF  SEOEET ART  fMr.  Jora 
Morlrt)  :  Sir,  it  appears  that  Tobin  has 
been  "Boyoofted"  since  August  SOlast^ 
the  cause  being  that  lie  managed  two 
vacant  farms.  Two  persons  were  pro- 
secuted under  the  Conspiracy  Act  at  the 
last  Winter  Assizes,  for  preventing  pep- 
sons  from  eiftwbg  Ms  lUop.  Ths 
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Grand  Jury  igDored  the  bill  againat 
on0 ;  the  case  a^aiixet  the  other  was  ad- 
joumed.  I  am  lofoimed  that  the  band 
ceases  to  play  when  pasaiag  Tobia's 
lu)use ;  and  that,  though  his  secuiities 
were  objected  to,  they  vere  eventually 
wproved,  and  the  police  are  not  aware 
that  they  hare  since  been  subjected  to 
material  annoyance. 

PARUAJIENTART  PAPERS  FOR 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

Ub.  KENBICK  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  will  con- 
sent to  Farliaraentary  Publications  and 
Papers beingaupplied  to  Public  Libraries 
free  of  charge  ? 

Thb  SEOEETAEY  to  tub  TEEA- 
8UET  (Mr.  Henrt  H.  Fowlee)  :  The 
q^ucstiou  of  supplying  Parliamentary 
publications  and  paperato  publiolibraries 
free  of  charge  was  very  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  late  Government,  and  it 
was  decided  that  it  was  not  advisable  to 
make  the  grants.  In  November  last, 
the  Comptrwer  of  the  Stationery  Offioe 
was  authorized  to  insert  in  the  new  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  GoTemment  puh- 
lieatioDS,  which  will  come  into  force  on 
January  1,  1887,  a  proviso  that  the  con- 
tractor shall  sell  such  publications  to  the 
accredited  agents  of  £ree  public  libraries 
at  the  trade  prices,  a  reduction  of  at 
least  25  per  cent  from  the  published 
prices.  I  have  some  sympathy  with  the 
object  of  the  Question,  and  am  now  In 
communication  with  the  ComjptroUer  of 
the  Stationery  Office  to  see  whether 
there  are  any  further  advantages  that  it 
will  be  possible  to  allow  to  free  libraries, 
and  whether  certain  papers  cannot  be 
given  gratuitously. 

THE  EDDOATION  ACTS  COMMISSION. 

Kb.  MILVAIN  asked  the  Saoretaiy 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  the  operaticma  of  the  Boyal 
OoQuniasion  to  inquire  into  the  working 
of  the  Education  Acts  extend  to  Scotland; 
and,  if  not,  if  there  is  any  objection  to 
its  operations  being  so  extended? 

Thb  SEORETARY  fob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tbevbltah)  (who  replied)  said : 
With  regard  to  this  matter,  a  subject  ia 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Ren- 
frewshire  (Mr.  Einlayson)  is  likewise 
interested,  I  understand  that  it  is  not 
proposed  to  extend  the  Order  of  Refer- 
ence to  the  Boyal  Commission  to  the 
Scottish  £duoation  AjOte.  The  Scotoh 


Education  D^artment  has  received  no 
expression  of  opinion  from  Scotland 
which  would  lead  them  to  think  that 
there  is  any  general  wish  to  that  effect. 

SiB  JAMES  FERGUSSON.  on  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wigtownshire 
(Sir  Herbert  Maxwell),  gave  Notice  that 
on  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  he  would 
call  atteation  to  this  subjeot,  and  move 
a  reduction  of  the  Vote. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRBl:iAND)-KHi- 

KENNT  COUNTY. 

Ub.  CHANCE  asked  the  Chief  Secre. 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  there  held  the  Commission  oi 
the  Peace  for  the  county  Kilkenny, 
on  the  Ist  Marc^  1883,  seventy-seven 
landlords,  ten  land  agents,  six  military 
men,  two  county  and  one  government 
officials,  and  five  gentlemen  of  oUier 
occupations ;  whether  h%  is  aware  that 
considerable  dissatisfaction  exists  as  to 
the  personnel  of  the  ItKial  magistracy; 
and,  whether  it  is  intended  to  take  any 
steps  to  end  the  practical  exclusion  teom 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace  of  all  per- 
sons save  landlwds,  land  agents,  and 
Government  offioiaU  ? 

The  CHIEF  SEOEETAEY  (Mr. 
John  Mublgt)  :  Dissatisfaction  has, 
from  time  to  time,  been  expressed  with 
the  personntl  of  the  looal  magistracy  in 
certain  districts.  The  matter  does  not 
rest  with  the  Executive  Government ; 
the  selection  of  gentlemen  for  this  office 
is  not,  in  ordinary  cases,  made  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor ;  the  usual  course  being 
for  the  Lieutenant  of  a  County  to  submit 
names  fur  the  CummM^^^  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  who,  if  he  sees  no  objection, 
appoints  them.  But  the  late  Lord  Chan^ 
Cf^ll'  i-  (Sir  E^yp-'^  §.ij^U|iyan)  undertook 
t< '  i\o  more,  andto  iQguue  into  aUegations 
that  the  Lieuteiiant  of  a  County  had 
unreasonably  declined  to  reoommen^  ^ 
fit  and  prp5er,^B^ao^  fop.  thp 
where  tho  appointment  of  a  magistrt^tiQ 
WHS  ifiiuired.  iHie  proseitt  Lord  Oban- 
Cfllor  informs  nie  that  hn  will  adopt  tho 
Satiiu  I'tjursf,  .ukI  it  will  thus  bo  ojDon 
U>  ropro--eiit:itiv-'  boditi^,  if  tliey  fail  to 
get  tlic  Lieittcimnt  of  a  County  to  re(!oni- 
niond  any  gentleiuini  for  t!io  Commission, 
whom  thoy  doslri'.  I'ur  guud  :nid  sufficient 
reasons,  to  be  appoint«d,  to  bring  the 
oase  directly  before  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Mb.  CHANGE :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  not  answered  the  first  para* 
graph  oi  my  QueBtiui. 
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<  Ma.  JOHN  MOELEY :  Weil,  Sir,  if 
I  have  itot  tiisirerdd  %  it  ii  beffauM  I 
have  not  the  infunnation.  at  my  cGsposal. 

lEELAlO)— ILLEGAL  USB  OF  FIRB- 

ABUS— CASE  OF  JOSEPH  DELANEY, 

B0REI5,  00.  OABLOV. 

Hk.  OHAKOBUBked  th«  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lcffd  Ineutenant  ^  ]>dA&d, 
Whether  Joseph  Delaaey,  ex-polieeman, 
Giril  Bill  Officer  and  Bailiff  to  Mr. 
Arthur  M'Muiragh  Kavanagh,  on  the 
evening  of  the  27th  November  last,  fired 
three  revolver  shots  into  the  etreeta  of 
Borris,  to  the  great  danger  oC  the 
passeTB  by ;  whether  the  said  Joseph 
Delaney  is  a  person  of  intemperate 
habits,  and  subject  to  fits  oi  temporary 
iDsanity;  whether  on  the  31st  January 
last,  an  applioation  was  made  to  the 
magistrates  at  petty  Bessions  in  Borris 
for  the  revocation,  of  the  arms  licence  of 
the  said  Joseph  D^aney,  and  vae  re- 
fused b}r  the  said  magistrates;  whether 
steps  will  be  taken  to  asoertain  the 
fitness  of  the  said  Joseph  Delaney  to 
have  a  licence  under  the  Arms  Act ; 
and,  whether,  if  evidence  of  the  above 
facts  be  laid  before  the  proper  official, 
the  matter  will  be  promptly  dealt  with  ? 

Me.  MACARTNEY:  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  that  Question, 
I  would  ask  whether,  on  the  evening  in 
question,  stones  were  not  thrown  and 
windows  broken  in  the  house  where 
Belaney  was  ? 

The  chief  SEOBETABT  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  :  My  answer  will  answer 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site. It  appears  that,  on  the  night  in 
question,  two  of  Delaney's  windows 
were  broken  with  stones ;  and  he  fired 
two  zerolrer  shots  at  random  from  his 
windowi  without  doing  cmy  harm.  The 
poliee  are  not  aware  that  Delaney  is  a 
man  of  intemperate  habits,  though  he 
was  some  time  ago.  He  is  not  subject 
to  fits  of  insanity.  He  is  a  Civil  Bill 
officer,  ex-policeman,  and  oore-taker  of 
evicted  farms.  As  long  as  he  acts  in 
that  capacity  he  requires  fire  arms,  and 
the  magistrates  have  declined  to  revoke 
his  licence.  I  have,  however,  informa- 
tion iVom  which  I  think  he  requires  to 
be  cautioned  as  to  the  use  of  fire  arms. 

LONDON  SCHOOL  BOAJtD  ELBOXIOK 
EXPENSES. 
S»    ALaEBNON  BOBTHWIC^ 
asked  the  Tloe  Prendoili  of  the  Com- 


mittee of  Council  oa  Edncatioii,  The- 
tber  h«  will  direet  the  rstumiiig^  officer 
for  the  HetropoUs  to  afford  an  abstnet 
of  account  explanatory  of  (he  det^s  of 
the  exT^nees  of  the  London  School 
Board  Eleotions  in  I^Torember  1889,  to 
each  of  tiie  aeoUons  to  which  by  lum  tju; 
«»  ftpporttoned;  and,  whether  bevi 
put  a  stop  to  the  present  system,  whidi 
reaultB  in  tiie  ratepayers  being  kept  ii 
o(»npul«Dry  i^omnce  as  to  the  nuuiw 
of  the  expenditure  of  many  thouHadi 
of  pounds  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (SirLTos 
Fu-yfajb)  :  The  Education  Pepartmat 
has  power,  under  the  Act  of  1873,  to 
obtain  and  tax  aoooonta  of  adiocd  bouds 
throughout  the  country  when  appeal  is 
made ;  but  that  power  does  not  extnd 
to  London.  The  Ketumiog  Offiott,  wk 
is  the  Beoorder  of  London,  has  toaaett- 
tain  and  determine  the  amount  to  be 
paid ;  and  is  not  bound  by  Stttote  or 
by  the  Order  in  Council  to  make  letmu 
of  the  expenses.  I  have,  however,  sees 
Sir  Thomas  Ohambera,  the  Beeoidtf, 
who  voluntarily  offers  to  awd  tks  «- 
counts  of  the  last  election  to  the  Edna- 
tion  Department,  which  will  said  them 
to  the  School  So&rd ;  and,  by  Section  87 
of  the  Act  of  1870,  they  can  be  inspected 
and  examined  by  any  ratepayer,  k 
answer  to  the  last  part  of  the  QaestioD, 
I  have  to  say  this  course  will  be  punned 
in  future  olections  by  a  condition  in  the 
Order  of  Council  regulating  the  ekctioB, 
so  that  the  hon.  Member  will  perceiTe 
that  the  second  part  of  his  Qnestion  till 
be  attained.  Under  these  circumfltamset, 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  will  delay  the 
Motion  for  the  Betum  of  wiiioh  1m  1u> 
given  Notioe. 

Mb,  W.  H.  SMITH:  Certainly. 

NEW  2EALAND-THE  TREATY  OF 
■WAlTANCn. 

Sib  JOHN  GOBST  asked  the  TTiida 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  hi 
to  the  following  passage  in  a  Xietter 
from  the  Colonial  Office,  dated  iStli 
August,  1884,  addressed  to  certain 
Maori  chiefs  who  had  presented  a  Kemo- 
rial  to  Her  Majesty,  complaining  of  tLe 
allep;ed  violations  of  the  Trea^ 
Waitangi : — 

"  Yon  will  receive  a  furihsr  oomniaiuciti^ 
from  Her  Slfuesty'i  GoTemment  with  r«g*™ 
to  your  Memorial  as  soon  as  the  atattaw 
from  the  Kev  Zealand  GoTemtMCt  &U  bUtt 
reoeived  and  considBxed ;  *' 
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ttWq  the  etaiem«nt  from  New 
Zealand  QDTemmdat  was  received ;  and, 
when  the  Isrther  comnraalcaition  from 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  xnTomised  in 
the  above  Letter,  will  be  made  ? 

XitE  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  Oftso&HB  Mokgak)  :  I  be- 
lieve thft  passage  leferred  to  in  tile 
Question  »  correctly  rated  from  the 
letter  thereiA  mentioned.  Lord  Uwby, 
after  receiving  a  statement  from  the 
New  Zealand  Government,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Maori  Chiefs'  Memorial, 
did,  on  June  23, 1885,  communicate  fur- 

I  ther  with  the  Governor  of  New  Zealand, 

and  requested  him  to  make  a  oommtmi- 
cation  to  Tawhiao  and  other  Chiefe  in 

I         the  terms  of  the  despatch  printed  at  page 
43  of  Parliamentarv  Paper  4,492.  A 

1         copy  of  the  despatch  was  given  to  the 
Maori  Chiefs.   This  answers  the  last 

{)art  of  the  Question.    On  Jannary  25 
aat,  the  Colonial  Office  received  from 
tiie  Gbvemor  of  New  Zealand  an  an- 
I  Bwer  to  that  despatch,  dated  December 

I         16,  1885,  enclonng  a  toanslottoa  of  a 
letter  from  Twahaio  to  the  Governor. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  desires 
I         to  move  for  a  copy  of  these  Papers, 
tiliey  can  be  presented.   No  further 
,  communication  from  Her  Majesty^s  Go- 

vernment, beyond  that  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  has  been  addressed 
to  the  Maori  Chiefs. 

8m  JOHN  GORSTgaveNoticethat  he 
would  move  for  the  Papers  referred  to. 


inquired  into  witih  a  view  to  its  sofaition. 
The  ohildren  ought  certainly  mot  i«  grow 
up  viihoot  eduoaUon. 

nn:.Am>  bevenue-colleotiok  op 

Mb.  BAKEB  asked  JSx.  Ohancellor 
of  Aft  Exc^eqoer,  Whether  ii  ia  the 
bnstom  of  the  Department  that  Taxes 
should  be  collected  at  public  houses 
if  sndi  3b  the  custom,  whether  he  will 
consider  the  disadvanteges  of  compelHng 
a  number  of  persons,  many  of  whom 
have  only  small  payments  to  make,  to 
attend  at  snch  places  ;  and,  whether  an 
attendance  of  two  hours  during  one  day 
in  a  week  affords  snf&cient  oouvenienee 
for  those  having  to  make  aach  pay- 
ments ? 

Thu  SKORETAET  to  this  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Henbt  H.  FowibeJ  (who 
replied)  said,  that  the  Treasury  had  no 
control  over  the  manner  in  which  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  collected 
taxes.  The  Board  only  used  publie- 
hottses  as  places  of  ooUeetion  when  no 
other  place  was  atvatlable. 

FISHERY  FIBBS  AND  HABBOUBS  (IRE- 
liAND)— THE  IRISH  CHUROH  FUND, 
Mb.  BLAKE  asked  the  Sebretary  to 
the  Treasury,  Whether  the  Treasury 
will  carry  out  the  undertaking  given  in 
1884  to  the  Member  for  the  county  of 
Waterford  by  the  then  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  and  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  that  intweet  would  be  allowed 
on  the  unexpired  balances  of  the  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ponnds 
granted  out  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund 
for  the  constmctioh  of  fishery  piers  and 
harbours ;  and,  if  so,  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  great  distress  ezistmg  at 
various  places  along  the  coast,  especially 
at  Achill  Idand,  owing  to  want  oi 
employment,  the  Treasury  will,  ^  a 
Minute,  authorise  the  Piers  and  Har- 
bour Commissioners  to  proceed  at  once 
to  allocate  the  money  derivable  from  the 
interest  for  the  construction  of  piers  and 
harbours  in  the  distressed  localities,  so 
as  to  employ  the  people  on  reproductive 
works  ? 

The  SECEtETAEY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Hbwby  H.  Fowler)  :  The 
question  of  allowing  interest  on  the 
extended  balances  of  the  £250,000 

f ranted  out  of  the  Church  Fund  for 
ishery  Fins  and  Harbours  was  raised 
by  the  hotu  Member  for  Watotfoid  in 
1884 ;  and,  in  reply,  the  then  Secretary 
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LIGHTHOUSES  (IRELAND)  —  ATTEND- 
ANCE OF  KEEPERS  AT  DIVINE  8ER- 
VICE  ON  SUNDAYS,  AND  EDUCATION 
OF  CHILDREN. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether,  as  is 
done  in  Sco^and  by  the  Oommisnonera 
of  the  Northern  Lights,  he  vill  have 
proTiaion  made  for  the  attendance  at 
Divine  Service,  on  Sundays,  of  light- 
house keepers  on  isolated  rocks  off  the 
Irish  Coast ;  and  also  for  the  education 
of  their  children,  by  increasing  the 
number  of  relieving  stations,  or  other- 
wise providing  for  the  instruction  of 
numbers  of  boys  and  girls  growing  up 
without  elementary  education  ? 

Thb  president  (Mr.  Mtjndbxla)  : 
This  is  a  matter  of  considerable  diffi- 
culty, involving  an  increased  amount 
of  labour  and  expanse;  but  the  objects 
•eti  forth  hy  tiie  hon.  Member's  Ques- 
tion are  so  denrahle  tliat  I  will  under- 
time to  have  the  whole  mattw  thoroughly 
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to  tbe  Treason  stated  that  the  matter 

was  being,  ana  wonld  be,  carefully  cod- 
aidered,  and  he  thongbt  faroarabl;  con- 
sidered, but  that  no  action  was  poenble 
at  tbe  time,  as  legislation  would  be 
required  if  the  suggestion  were  adopted. 
77^0  actual  promise  was  given  that  interest 
would  be  allowed.  As  regards  the 
present  state  of  the  question,  I  hare  to 
state  that  no  decision  has  jet  been 
arrived  at,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary, 
before  deciding  it,  to  consider  very 
seriously  the  m-esent  condition  uf  the 
Iridi  Choich  Fund,  and  its  alnlity  to 
bear  any  further  charges. 

IKSPEOTORS  OF   IRISH  FISHERIES- 
SEA  A3n>  COAST  FISHERIES  FUND. 

Mb.  BLAKE  asked  the  Secretaxy  to 
the  Treasury,  If  he  will  state  the  amount 
of  loans  granted  out  of  the  Sea  Coast 
Fishery  Fund  by  the  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries  since  that  fund  was  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  trustees  to  aid  the 
Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  of  Ireland  by 
the  Act  47  and  48  Tic.  c.  21,  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Works,  specifying 
the  amounts  of  loans  in  1884,  1886,  and 
lip  to  the  present  of  this'  year ;  and,  if 
from  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
trustees,  which  were  transferred  by  that 
Act  to  the  Board  of  Works,  he  wUl  state 
the  amounts  of  loans  made  by  the  late 
trustees  during  each  year,  1881,  1882, 
1883,  and  in  1884,  up  to  the  passing 
of  that  Act? 

The  SECBETAET  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Hekry  H.  Fowlee),  in 
reply,  said,  the  amount  of  loans  granted 
by  the  Inepectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  was, 
in  1884  (from  September  80)  £3,308; 
1885,  £6,390;  1886  (to  date),  £911; 
and  that  the  amounts  advanced  by  the 
late  trustees  were,  in  1881,  £2,584; 
1882,  £4,245;  1883,  £3,834;  1884, 
£2,600. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY- 
POLICE  BARRACK  AT  MEENACLADDY, 
00.  DONEGAL. 

Mr.  ABTHUB  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  negotiations  have  been  proceeding 
for  the  establishment  of  a  police  barrack 
at  Meenacladdy,  county  Donegal ;  ou 
whose  representation  they  were  started ; 
what  causes  were  alleged  as  justifying 
this  burden  on  the  locality;  and,  whe- 
ther the  allegations  have  been  investi- 

Mr.  S.  n.  I\wUr 


^ted,  ao  as  to^m  fta  local  rgfumuU 
tives  of  the  mstziet.  and  die  pet^ 
themselves,  an  opportanii^  of  '^■f^iig 
their  interests? 

Thk  CHIEF  SECRETABT  ,lEr. 
Jobs  Mobi.st)«  in  reply,  said,  the  ut- 
ter was  under  the  eonwderHtion  of  tiu 
Irish  Government.  Tbe  statioa  vu  te- 
commended  by  the  local  police  ud 
magisterial  authoritiea,  and  oo  qnestioii 
of  charge  on  the  locality  was  iarolrei 

Mn.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  I  voald 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentlemsa,  belbte 
sanctioning  the  establishment  of  thii 
station,  to  connd«F  the  aateeedcnti  (tf 
the  local  magistrates  and  their  lelatim 
to  the  tenantry. 

BAILWAYS  (IBELAND)— ACCIDENT  AT 
ATHY  RAILWAY  STATION. 

Ma.  OAREW  asked  the  Fiestdentof 
the  Board  of  Trade,  If  his  attentiui  bti 
been  called  to  the  article  headed  "The 
Athy  Railway  Accident,"  in  ThLtintttr 
Ltad«r  of  the  20th  of  February,  alleging, 
amongst  other  things,  that  the  acoident 
was  d^e  to  the  want  of  proper  proriucn 
for  passengers  crossing  the  line  at  Atl^ 
Railway  Station ;  whether  it  is  a  fact,  as 
stated,  that  "the  only  mode  of  cnwsiu 
the  line  is  to  jump  on  to  the  raila  au 
ecraml^e  up  at  the  other  side ; "  whetluc 
there  is  an  absence  of  foetbddgu  at 
Naas  and  other  stations  oa  the  sane 
line ;  and,  whether  the  Board  of  !&ade 
will  take  steps  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
passengers,  and  prevent  the  occomnca 
of  similar  aooidents,  on  the  Qreat 
Southern  and  Western  Line  of  Bailn? 
in  Ireland  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Musdblu), 
in  reply,  said,  his  attention  had  ben 
called  to  the  matter.  A  foot  bridge  for 
Athy  Station  was  in  course  of  ereetioD. 
The  Board  of  Trade  issued  an  order,  on 
the  22nd  December,  for  the  cooEtntcticii 
of  a  bridge  in  place  of  the  level  crotiin; 
at  Naas  j  but  the  oonstruction  of  tlm 
bridge  had  not  been  commmced.  Tbe 
delay  waa  occasioned  by  the  lengtb 
of  notice  required  under  the  Bailf^ 
Clauses  Act,  1868,  for  aeqoiriagtbe 
neceaaary  land. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DKAINAGE 
(IRELAND)  — THE  BABEOW  DRAUT- 
AGE  COMMISSION. 

Me.  LALOR  asked  the  Chief  Seen- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irelaad, 
If,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Bunof 
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Dndnsge  Oommitnion  have  closed  their 
inquiry  and  made  their  Beport,  in  which 
they  recommend  that  the  main  works  on 
that  river,  as  recommended  by  Mr. 
Manning,  0.!E.,  should  be  earned  out ; 
and,  in  view  also  of  the  great  injury  to 
tbe  health  and  property  of  thd  ioha- 
bitants  of  the  locality  by  the  flooding  of 
the  river,  and  the  necessity  for  giviog 
immediate  employment  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  labourers  in  the  district,  ho  will 
take  steps  to  hare  the  drainage  works 
on  the  Birer  Barrow  commenced  without 
farther  delay? 

The  chief  8ECBBTARY  (Mr. 
Jous  Moeley)  J  The  Beport  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  has  only  just 
come  before  me.  I  observo  that  very 
large  financial  considerations  are  in- 
Tolred  in  the  matter,  and  also  the  ques- 
tion of  legislation.   The  matter  will  ro- 

Joire  more  time  for  consideration  than 
have  yet  been  able  to  give  to  it. 

POST  OFFIOB  (IBBLAND)-.TH]S  PABOEL 

POST— RUHAL  LETTER  CARRIERS. 

Mr.  O'HANLON  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  Whether  the  institution 
of  the  Parcel  Post  has  greatly  increased 
the  labonr  performed  by  the  rural  letter- 
carriers  in  Ireland;  whether  the  keepers 
of  sub  post  offices  are  paid  for  the  addi- 
tional work  caused  by  the  Parcel  Post 
system ;  whether  no  such  payment  is 
made  to  the  carriers ;  and,  when  steps  will 
be  taken  to  put  an  end  to  this  inequality  ? 

Tns  SEOBETABY  to  thb  TBEA- 
STTBY  (Mr.  Hbnkt  H.  Fowlkb),  in 
Teplr,  said,  that  the  Parcel  Post  had, 
doubtless,  increased  the  work  of  the 
postmen ;  but  they  were  paid  strictly  by 
the  amount  of  work  they  iiad  to  do,  and 
the  wages  were  recouBidered  from  time 
to  time,  as  justice  demanded.  As  to  snb- 
postmasters,  they  were  not  paid  by  salary, 
but  by  commission  on  all  kinds  of  busi- 
ness. They  were  not  required  to  give 
tho  whole  of  their  time  to  the  work  of 
the  Departmsnt. 

THE  EKFIELD  SMALI,  ARMS  WORKS- 
DI80HAR0E  OP  WORKMEN. 
Sir  HENBY  TYLBB  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  "War,  Whether 
it  is  intended  to  discharge  a  number 
of  workmen  from  the  Enfield  Small 
Arms  Works  on  the  Ist  April;  and,  if  so, 
hoTT  many  are  to  be  so  discharged ;  and, 
iwhetber  any  weapons,  snch  as  might  be 
produced  at  Enfield,  hare  been,  or  ore 

YOXi.  OGOII-    [THIBD  8EBJ£8.] 


being,  made  on  the  Oontinent  for  the 
War  Department  ? 

The  SEOBETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
OAUFBSLL-BAHinsBUAN) :  With  regard 
to  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member's  Question,  I  would  a^ 
him  to  allow  me  to  give  the  answer 
in  reply  to  the  Questions  (Nos.  63  and 
65)  standing  in  the  name  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Bethnal  Qreen 
(Mr.  Howell)  and  of  the  noble  Viscount 
the  Member  for  Enfield  (Viscount  Polke- 
stone) ;  because  those  Questions  were, 
at  my  request,  postponed  till  to-day  from 
Tuesday  last.  With  reference  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  Question,  only  swords 
have  been  contracted  for  out  of  this 
country,  under  circumstances  already 
explained  to  the  House.  Existing  con- 
tracts cannot  be  interfered  with ;  but  no 
additional  number  will  be  obtained  from 
abroad  in  oonsequence  of  any  arruige- 
menta  now  made  for  the  supplies  of  next 
year. 

POST  OPPIOE— THE  PARCEL  POST- 
RURAL  LETTER  CARRIERS. 

Sir  BICHABD  WEBSTEB  aaked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
weights  of  parcels  required  to  be  carried 
by  the  rural  postmen ;  whether  it  is  the 
fact  that  when  the  Parcel  Post  was 
established  it  was  promised  that  the 
weight  to  be  carried  should  not  exceed 
thirty-five  pounds,  and  that  extra  assist- 
ance should  be  giveu  if  that  weight  was 
exceeded ;  and,  whether  he  will  give  in- 
structions that,  in  the  event  of  rural 
postmen  being  required  to  carry  weights 
above  thirty-five  pounds,  extra  assistance 
shall  be  given  or  their  pay  increased  ? 

TffB  SEOBETABY  to  the  TBEA- 
8IJBY  (Mr.  Hbnry  H.  Fowler)  :  The 
facts  of  the  case  as  regards  the  weights, 
not  merely  of  parcels,  but  of  all  kinds 
of  postal  matter  requiring  to  be  carried 
by  rural  postmen  are  correctly  stated  by 
the  hon.  Member,  and  I  am  assured  that 
the  rule  ou  the  subject  is  well  under- 
stood, and  it  is  believed  everywhere  ob- 
served. If  the  hon.  Member  has  any 
particnlar  case  in  his  mind  and  will  com- 
municate with  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
my  noble  Friend  willgladly  inquire  into  it. 

POST  OFFICE— TELEQRAPHIO 
A0DR£aaES. 
OoLOiTEL  NOIiAN  asked  the  Beere- 
tary  to  the  Treasury,  Has  he  registered 
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a  flltort  tel«gTApluo  addieai  for  the  House 
o{  Ooivmou;  and,  if  no^  can  he  do 

BO? 

The  SECEKTAKY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr,  Henby  n.  Fo-wlbr)  :  No 
address  £148  as  yet  "been  registered  for 
the  Houae  of  Commons.  But  "  House 
Opmraons, London,"    sufiicient  address. 

^'r9^Ao°^^' "li   ^  would  not  forejudge 
cam^      tp^  whether  that  may  not 
"be  sliortenecl, ;  t>ut  I  ttimk  it  ia  not  ne- 
c^^ar^  ^  add  anytbipg,inQre  at  the  pre- 

f'l^t  Ao^e,  as  tbe  F'os^iafttdr  Qeneral  is 
iliJaeriDfi;  the  matter,  and  in  a  tew 
ITS  it  will  be  seen  what  can  be  done. 
."J)r.  CAMERON:  Could  you  not  say, 
^ir,  "  Short  Cpn^n^q^^";,,^ 

^'  rNIVERWrriKS  ^SI-'ljTLAND)  BILL. 

Mb.  DONALD  CRAWFORD  asked 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whether  he 
intends,  during  the  present  Session,  to 
re-introduce  the  Unireraitiea  (Scotland) 
Bill  of  last  year,  or  some  similar 
Bill? 

The  SECRETARY  foe  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Teeteltan)  :  I,  or  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Lord  Adroottte, 
'have  every  intdntvm  soon  to  introdoee  a 
Bill  undoubtedly  much  reaembHng  the 
Bill  of  laat  year. 

EGTPT-THE  PORT  OP  SUAKIN. 

Me.  O'KfiLLY  ashed  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
"Whether  Suakin  was  proved  the  most 
conTeoient  port  for  trade  with  Central 
Africa;  whether  some  of  the  tribes  in 
the  interior  are  hostile  to  Egyptian  rule; 
and,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Qovern- 
xueat  will  consider  the  advantages  to 
trade  to  be  derived  from  making  Suakin 
a  freo  port  under  International  control, 
before  handing  it  over  to  the  Egyptian 
''GoTeramentT 

Thb  under  SEOBETABT  (Mr. 
Betob)  :  The  first  port  of  the  Question 
put  by  the  hon.  Member  is  matter  of 
obinion ;  and,  contidoriog  the  Tastness 
of  t4ie  region  to  whiob  it  refers,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  say  whether  Suakin  or 
any  other  port  has  been  proved  to  be 
the  most  convenient  for  trade  with  Cen- 
tral Africa.  The  second  part  is  matter 
of  fact ;  and  I  think  recent  events  have 
sufficiently  proved  that  some  of  the 
tribes  in  the  interior  are  hotrtite  to 
Egyptian  rule.  In  reply  to  the  third 
part,  I  have  to  say  that  J^akin  is  no 
-part  of  Hef  Majesfiy's  DoAiaiODBj  but 
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oonstitntea  a  portion  of  i^fTptian  inn* 
tory ;  and  Sir  Ohaiies  Warren,  wko 
oommands  the  British  Fotsces  than, 
holds  supreme  Civil-authority  by  dele- 
gation from  the  Egyfttiaa  GovmuuBt, 
It  thereforo  does  not  rast  with  Her  Ha- 
jesty's  Gh)vwnmsnt  to  take  the  eonxu 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Mb.  CyKELLY :  I  will  refer  to  tb 
subject  on  the  Army  TtoliMatBi. 

POOB  LAW  tIRBLAND)— UR.  JOSEPE 
D.  GRIER.  CLEKE  TO  THE  CATAX 

FOOB  LAW  BOARD. 
Mb.  MAUBIOB  HEAI/T  asksd  tbe 
Cbief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  LisHtenaBt 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attentioii  has 
been  called  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Josepli 
D.  Grier,  clerk  of  ihe  Oaran  Poor  Ut 
Board,  in  connection  with  the  eomnf 
election  of  Poor  Law  Guardians  for  tbtt 
Union  ;  whethetr  it  is  the  fact  thit  the 
Nationalist  ratepayws  of  the  UnioB, 
having  lodged  a  large  number  of  claimi 
to  vote,  Mr.  Grier,  aoting  as  retaraiag 
officer,  has  issued  an  advert itcEDCDt  in 
loeal  papers  {AngU-OtU  of  ^e  20tli  in- 
stant) requiring    docnmontary  erideice 
in  support  of  aU  oUums  to  TOte  "  lodged 
euioe  uie  last  dflotkm. ;  what  powni « 
Tetuxning  officer  has  to  reqnira  "do«* 
mentary  "  evideuoe  in  support  of  daini 
to  vote,  auoh  claims  being  in  many  eaaei, 
from  thnr  nature,  incapable  of  being « 
sumiorted;  whether  he  is  aware  thattiie 
medium  of  advertisement  selected  as  i 
substitute  for  direct  communieation  is 
one  which  is  exceedingly  unlikelj  to 
come  under  the  notice  of  a  lai^  pro- 
portion of  the  claimants ;  whether  it  it 
the  fact  that  a  large  numbor  of  the 
claimants  live  at  considerable  di8tasce^ 
in  some  cases  as  much  as  ten  miles, 
from  the  board  room  where  Mr.  Gn« 
pn^sos  to  hdd  his  court,  and  tooU 
be  put  to  great  ineouvenienoo  by  buaf 
compelled  needlesafy  to  attend  tiien; 
whether  it  is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Gnu's 
action  ia  entirely  irithont  preeedeot; 
whether  the  prooeeding  in  questinis 
taken  under  the  6  and  7  Vie.  c.  93,  e.  Sf ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  ih&t  enactment,  being 
limited  to  particular  cases  in  wbiek  a 
returning  officer  "  has  reasonable  csom 
to  doubt  the  correctness  of  any  olaim  lo 
vote,"  the  Local  GovemmentfioardviU 
direct  Mr.  Grier  to  abandon  h»  fMnpoiol 
general  court  of  inquiry,  and  to  iaa* 
voting  papers  to  aH  oaimants  exeapt  it 
partiouW  oases  in  which  doubt 
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been  tbravn  cm  the  correotnen  of  aoy 
olaim,  and  the  claimant,  aftw  notice 
directly  giren,  has  failed  to  satisfy  him ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  returning 
officer  at  Poor  Law  elections  exercises 
in  many  oases  judicial  functions  iuTolv- 
ing*  the  impartial  determination  of  diffi- 
cult questicma  both  of  law  and  fact ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  Kr.  Grier  is  a 
membo:  of  the  Orange  AsMciation,  and 
is  in  the  habit  of  appearing  in  the  re- 
galia of  that  body  at  public  party  de- 
monstrations ;  is  also  a  land  agent,  the 
assistant  secretary  of  the  Oavan  Defence 
Union,  and  member  of  a  Local  Landlord 
Anti-Nationalist  Association  ;  and,  whe- 
ther, if  so,  the  Local  Government  Board 
intend  to  continue  him  in  the  position 
of  returning  officer  ? 

Thb  chief  secretary  (Mr.  Jokn 
Horlet),  in  reply,  said  that  Mr.  Grier 
published  the  notice  referred  to;  and 
he  did  so  in  consequenoe  of  the  large 
number  of  claims  lodged  since  last  year 
by  both  political  Pvties.  The  Looal 
OoTemment  Board  have  pointed  out 
that  he  was  wrong  in  taking  that  course. 
The  Local  Government  Board  confer 
that  Bfr.  Gbier  committed  an  error  of 
judgment  in  the  matter.  Nothing  ap- 
pears against  him  in  the  records  of  the 
Department  during  the  15  years  he  had 
acted  as  Clerk  and  Betuming  Officer, 
and  they  had  no  ground  for  supposing 
that  he  was  unfit  for  tlie  latter  office. 

Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY:  Is  it  a 
fact  that  he  acted  in  a  similar  manner 
last  year? 

[No  reply.] 

OVERHEAD  TELEGRAPH  AND  TELE- 
PHONE  WIRES. 

Mr.  M'IVEB  asked  the  President  of 
ibo  Local  Government  Board,  Whether 
it  is  proposed,  in  dealing  with  overiiead 
t6legra{ui  and  telephone  wires,  to  give 
oorporaticmB  and  urban  authorities  power 
to  make  bye-laws  or  regulations  with 
respect  to  such  wires,  f(H  the  protection 
of  life  and  proper^  ? 

The  secretary  to  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Jesse 
OoLusos)  (who  replied)  said :  The  Board 
have  no  doubt  that  if  a  measure  wore 
brought  in  dealing  with  overhead  wires 
powers  would  be  conferred  on  urban 
sanitary  authotitiea  to  make  bye-laws 
or  rqfulations  with  respect  to  raoh 
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SEED  BITPFLT  (IBfiLAin)}  AOF-^THE 
SEED  RATE-PATMBNT  OFPOURTH 

INSTALMENT. 

Colonel  NOLAN  asked  the  Chie<  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
laud,  Tf  he  can  now  state  whether  he 
will,  in  coQaequenoe  of  the  present  do- 
{rreasioD,  permit  such  umons  as  may 
apply  for  delay  to  postpone  the  payment 
6f  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  Seed 
Rate  for  another  year  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
JobnMoblbt)  :  ^ere'&  sdU  some  delay 
conoected  with  ih^ ''tompletioti  of  cer- 
tain formalities  inrel4tI6i^tlo,(ae'arrange- 
ment,  and  that  prevents  n:iy  giving  t^ 
hon.  and  gallant  Jlember  a  reply. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  W>eo,494J^ut 
down  the  Queetion  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  MOBLET:  About  this 
day  week. 

IRELAND  —  DEPARTJIENT  OF  THE  ' 
REmSTRAR  GENERAL— SCHEME 
OP  RE-ORGANIZATIOlf- 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Liea- 
tenant  of  Ireland*  Whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  a  copy  of  the  Minute  of 
the  Registrar  General,  setting  forth  the 
details  of  the  proposed  scheme  of  re- 
oi^anijiation  of  his  Department  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johw 
Morley),  in  reply,  said,  he  would  lay 
the  Paper  on  toe  Table. 

FISHERIES  (IRELAND) -BEQUEST  OP 
THE  LATE  MR.  SI'COMAS.  DALKEY, 

CO.  DUBLIN. 
Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  liieuteaant  of  Ire- 
land. Whether  it  is  a  faot  tiut  the  late 
Mr.  M'Oomas,  of  Dalkey,  county  Dub- 
lin, left  by  his  will  a  sum  of  £500  fat 
the  benefit  of  the  fisheries  of  Ireland ; 
whether  such  sum  was  claimed  by  the 
late  Trustees  to  aid  Sea  Coast  Fisheries, 
who  have  been  since  abolished  by  Act 
of  Parliament ;  whether,  at  the  hearing 
of  the  cause  before  the  late  Master  of  the 
Rolls  (Sir  Edward  Sullivan),  it  was  de- 
cided their  claim  to  it  was  invalid,  and 
that  the  money  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Charitable  Donations  and 
Bequests  Commissioners;  whether  that 
sum  of  money  still  remains  in  their 
hands  unutilized;  whether  they  have 
offered  to  apply  only  the  interest  of  said 
sum  ior  the  Deuefit  of  the  fighetieg ;  wb«* 
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iher  he  will  oonnder  whether  this  course 

of  action  on  tlie  part  of  the  Commis- 
Bioners  is  warrantable,  as  not  carrying 
out  the  wiehea  or  intentions  of  tho  tes- 
tator ;  whether,  conBidering  that  this 
money  might  be  judiciously  applied  in 
whole  to  the  beneiSt  of  the  fisheries,  he 
will  take  such  steps  as  he  may  consider 
advisable,  whether  by  legislation  or 
otherwise,  to  have  such  money  placed 
in  the  hands  of  trustees  to  carry  out  the 
intentions  of  the  testator ;  and,  would 
there  be  any  objection  to  aEetumbeing 
furnished  of  all  moneys  in  tho  hands  of 
the  Charitable  Bequest  Commissioners, 
showing  from  what  Bonrces  derived,  and 
how  they  are  expended  annnally  ? 

The  chief  SEORETABY  (Mr.  John 
Moblet),  in  reply,  said,  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  Charitable  Donations  and 
Beqnests  informed  him  that  they  were 
most  anxious  that  this  fund  should  be 
utilized.  If  the  executor  of  the  deceased 
and  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  to 
whom  they  had  ofi'ered  the  interest  con- 
tinued to  decline  to  administer  it,  they 
had  determined  to  offer  it  to  the  Board 
of  Works,  to  whom  the  administration  of 
the  Sea  Coast  Fisheries  Fund  had  been 
transferred;  but,  in  the  absence  of  an 
order  from  a  competent  authority— 
whitdi  fae  presumed  was  a  Court  of  Law 
-»they  must  dedine  to  hand  over  the 
eorput  of  the  fund  to  any  private 
person,  there  being  no  direotion  in  the 
will  to  that  effect.  He  should  add  that 
tlie  late  Master  <^  the  Bolls  made  no 
deoision  on  the  claim  of  the  Sea  Coast 
Fisheries  Commission  to  the  Fund.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  interest  had  been 
handed  over  to  that  Commission  so  long 
as  it  existed.  The  information  requested 
in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Question, 
he  understood,  was  contained  in  the 
annual  Beports  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Donations  and  Bequests. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked,  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  follow 
the  example  of  his  Fredeoessor,  and 
bring  in  a  BOl,  in  order  that  this  fuad 
might  be  properly  administered  ? 

Mb.  JOHN  MOBLET  said  he  would 
consider  the  matter, 

■  LAW  AND  jnSTICE— EXECUTIONS. 

Mr.  ^BEGOEY  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  If, 
having  regard  to  recent  failures  in 
carrying  out  the  extreme  spntenoe  of  the 
Law,  and  to  the      that  the  State  has 


now  assumed  the  eontrol  and  goveni- 
ment  of  the  gaols  in  England,  &e  Qo* 
vernment  would  consider  the  proprie^ 
of  appointing  proper  persons  to  cm; 
out  executions  within  the  walls  of  the 
gaol,  and  in  future  rdieving  theshoriffii 
from  that  duty? 

The  SEOEETAEY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Cbildebs)  :  In  reply,  I  beg  to  iniom 
the  hon.  Member  that  a  Committee, 
which  Lord  Aberdare  is  Chairman,  was 
appointed  by  my  Predecessor  tocoaudei 
what  precautions  should  be  adoj^, 
without  alteration  of  the  law,  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  failure  or  mis- 
carriage in  executions.  On  receiviag 
the  Beport  of  that  Oommtttee,  the  wh*^ 
subject  will  have  to  be  most  oar^y 
oonaidwred  by  me. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  PENSKm 
Oaptuit  FBICE  asked  the  Seeretuy 
to  the  Admiralty,  If  he  will  state  the 
number  of  Pensioners  who  are  now  in 
receipt  of  Greenwich  Hos^ntal  Pensions, 
though  under  the  age  of  fifty-five,  on 
account  of  their  having  served  in  the 
Seaman  Pensioner  Besem ;  and,  whit 
is  the  totid  amount  of  this  cilasa  of  Fso* 
sum  ? 

The  civil  LOBD  of  the  ADMT- 
BALTY  (Mr.  £.  W.  DpFi)  (who  replied) 
said :  Z  will  funndi  the  statement  aded 
for  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Misnbsr; 
but  the  pteparatioa  of  the  same  wiD 
take  a  dqr  or  two. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  DAMAGES  BILL. 

Sia  BOBEBT  PEEL  asked  the  Seoie- 
tary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
with  reference  to  the  BiU  entitled 
"Compensation  for  Damages,"  Whether 
it  is  a  fact  that,  in  practice,  and  con- 
trary to  the  clear  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature, compensation  is  not  recoverable 
in  cases  of  ordinary  riot ;  and,  whether 
he  would  take  into  consideration  the 
eztsting  Law,  which  is  in  a  very  unsstis- 
faotory  state,  being  regulated  by  an  oU 
Statute  of  G«o^e  4,  in  itself  indefinite 
in  terms,  and,  instead  of  dealing  with 
the  subjeot  hj  pieeemeal  kgislatsoo,  in- 
troduce a  measure  of  generu  appiUci^ioa 
to  the  whole  oommunity  ? 

The  SECBETABY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Cbtldebs)  :  I  am  glad  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  has  addressed  this  Queetioa 
to  me,  because  recent  events  have  im- 
preaeed  me  very  strongly  with  the  fact 
that  the  law  as  to  compensation  for 
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damage  done  by  rioting  aa  it  noir  stands 
is  in  an  unsatisfaetoTy  and  uncertain 
state.  Thongli  I  consider  it  best  tbat 
present  needs  shouM  be  promptly  satis- 
fied by  a  measure  such  as  has  been  in- 
troduced, I  am  quite  prepared  to  consult 
with  the  Law  Officers  of  tho  Crowu  as 
to  the  a'dvisability  of  iutroducinf^  a 
larger  measure  of  general  application, 
as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  suggests. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAITO)— THE  LATE 
POSTaiASTER  OF  BALLYHEI(?NE,  CO. 

KERRY. 

Mb.  henry  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  one 
of  the  district  postmasters  of  the  General 
Post  Office  named  Michael  Laide,  of 
Ballyheigne,  county  Kerry,  did,  at  the 
Cork  March  Assizes,  1885,  plead  guilty 
to  a  charge  of  embezzlement  of  the  sum 
of  £18  3<.  belonging  to  Bridget  Kenny, 
of  Tbidur,  Ballyheigne;  whether  this 
money  was  sent  to  this  lady  by  her 
brother  Barid  Kenny,  Soldiers'  House, 
State  of  Ohio,  by  bank  draft  on  the  In- 
ternational B»nk  of  London  (Limited), 
dated  24th  December,  1883;  whether, 
upon  such  confesaion  of  guilt,  the  said 
Michael  Laide  was  sentenced  to  a  penod 
of  Eve  years'  imprisonment ;  whether 
the  said  Bridget  Kenny  has  been  refused 
payment  of  the  abore  amount  by  the 
Postmaster  General ;  and,  whether,  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  great  loss  which  this 
money  would  be  to  Bridget  Kenny,  he 
will  KtTo  instructions  thai  the  amount 
be  refunded  to  her  ? 

Toe  SEOEETABY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Hemrt  H.  FoWLBii),  in 
reply,  said,  the  late  poetmast^  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  offence  referred  to,  and  was 
sentenced  to  five  years'  penal  serfitade. 
He  was  sorry  to  say  there  were  other 
cases  beaides  the  ease  of  Bridget  Kenny. 
As  the  letter  was  not  registered,  the 
Postmaster  General  had  no  power  to  give 
oompenaation. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)-THB  POST- 
MASTER OF  DONEMANAGH,  CO. 
TYRONE. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  the  Secretary  to 
tho  Treasury,  "Whether  it  is  true  that 
the  present  postmaster  of  Donemanagh, 
county  Tyrone,  eome  time  since  became 
a  defaulter  to  the  extent  of  £40  ;  whe- 
ther the  post  office  was,  in  consequence, 
removed  from  his  house ;  vhether  he 


has  been  recently  reinstated  as  post- 
master ;  and,  whether  any  complaints 
have  reached  the  Post  Office  in  reference 
to  this  official  ? 

The  SECjRETARY  to  the  TEEA- 
8TJBY  (Mr.  Heiirt  H.  Fowleb),  in 
reply,  said,  that  the  present  sub-post- 
master was  appointed  last  October.  He 
was  not  a  defaulter,  but  the  late  sub- 
postmaster  was  a  defaulter.  There  was 
no  complaint  against  the  present  man. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE-CONVIOT 
LABOTJE. 

Mr.  DAWSON  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
What  ie  the  mnnberof  couvictsjiow  em- 
ploye! on  public  works,  and  on  what 
works  are  they  employed ;  what  number 
of  convicts  it  is  proposed  to  employ  on. 
the  projected  harbour  works  at  Dover; 
and,  whether  ho  can  inform  the  House 
when  the  various  works  on  whi<^  con- 
victs are  now  employed  will  be  com- 
pleted ? 

Ths  SEORETARY  oh  STATE  (Mr. 
CHiLDBBe) :  In  reply  to  the  hon.  Member, 
I  may  say  that  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  granting  a  Return  of  the  number 
of  convicts  such  as  he  asks  lor;  but  I 
think  he  would  find  all  the  information 
he  wants  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Convict  Labour  of  1861-2,  in  the 
Directors'  Report  for  1881,  and  the 
Directors'  last  Annual  Report  for 
1883-4,  Those  Reports  also  contain 
an  estimate  of  the  time  by  which  the 
various  works  will  be  completed. 

THE  POUBST  OF  DHAN— TJNFENCED 
QUARRIES. 

Mil.  THO:^tAS  BL,\KE  as^lced  tlio 
Srnrof.iivy  to  tlie  Trfasiirj,  If  his  atfeu- 
l\>n\  liiis  l.i'fn  callod  to  the  accidents, 
many  uf  whicli  are  fatal,  ^vhicli  eo  fre- 
qiioutly  occur  to  persons  resident  in 
Majesty's  Forest  of  Dean,  arising  from 
nnmorous  uufeiiced  stone  quarries ;  whe- 
ther he  has  received  a  copy  of  anoffio^ 
report  of  .M.  IT.  Carter,  es^iure.  Mm 
coroner  of  the  Forept:  of  Deaft  Diraicgi 
of  Glouoestershiro,  stating  that  lie  nas, 
between  the  2iid  of  August  1873  and 
the  /(Hli  of  February  188G,  held  nine  iu- 
quosl.i  upon  tlio  bodies  of  persons  who 
liave  falicii  into  unfenced  quarries  in 
Her  Majf-^ity's  Forest  of  Dean  ;  and,  if, 
with  a  view  to, prevent  further  loss  of 

'   '■        '\    {XT  ■ 
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ment,  bring  in  or  snpport  a  Bill  render- 
ing- ft  oompulsory  upon  the  ovners  of 

Suarriefl  properly  to  fenee  or  protect 
16  mxaof 

Thb  SECRETAKT  to  thi  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  HENaTH.FowLEB):  I  have 
received  no  copy  of  an  official  Report  by 
Mr.  M.  F.  Carter,  CJoroner,  as  to  inqueats 
held  on  bodies  of  persons  who  bad  fallen 
into  unfenced  quarries  in  Dean  Forest. 
Ab  regards  what  are  colled  the  "airard" 

a names— namely,  those  still  held  under 
16  award  of  the  Oommiesioners  of 
Woods,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Act 
1  &  2  Viett  c.  43,  the  Crown  is  power- 
less^ as  the  Commissioners  omitted  in 
their  rules  and  regulations  fbr  working 
quftrriat  to  require  them  to  be  fenced. 
Quarrieaheld  tinder  lease  from  the  Com- 
mlssionera  are  required  to  be  fenced. 
Thero  are  at  present  122  award  quarries 
and  130  leased  quarries.  It  might  be 
veil  io  place  all  quarries  under  the  In- 
speoton  of  Kinss. 

PABUAlfENTAItT  ELKCTIOKTS- 
ELECTION  EXPENSES  (SCOTLAND). 

Sift  DONALD  CURRIE  asked  the 
Lord  Adrocate,  in  reference  to  the 
heavy  expenses  charged  by  returning 
offioers  at  the  last  General  Election  in 
Scotland,  Whetilier  he  will  introduioe  a 
Bill  to  establish  a  fized  scale  of  fees  and 
charges  ? 

Thi  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Baiboub)  :  Yes,  Sir;  we  do  propose  to 
introduca  a  Bill  on  this  subject 

Mb.  I.  M.  HGALT :  Do  you  propose 
to  extend  the  Bill  to  the  three  oountnes  ? 

[No  reply.] 

ALLOTMENTS  AMD  SMALL  HOLDINGS— 
AaaiOULTUKAL  LABOURERS. 

Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK  asked  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
'Whether  he  would  add  to  the  Return 
which  he  proposed  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House,  showing  the  num- 
ber of  Allotments  and  Small  Holdmgs, 
a  column  showing  the  total  number  of 
Agricultural  Labourers  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  thb  DUOHT 
(Mr.  Heheage)  ;  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
add  a  column  showing  the  total  number 
of  agricultural  labourers,  to  the  Allot- 
ments and  Small  Holdings  Return  al- 
ready promised,  so  far  as  the  Census 
Betunuof  the  Registrar  Qeneral  of  1881 


will  furnish  the  information  required  by 
my  hon.  Friend. 

POST  OFFrCE-COLONlAL  POST 
CARDS. 

Me.  HENNIKER  HEATON  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasuty,  Has  the 
Postmaster  Qeneral  any  objection  to 
open  up  oommnnicatioQ  with  the  Ans- 
tndasian  Govcammente,  with  the  view  of 
establishing  a  systemof  penny  poatcardfl 
betwew  E^laad  and  thiase  Colonies  ? 

Thx  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Hekbt  H.  Fowub)  :  There 
is  a  finsaoial  objeetion  to  the  proposal 
of  the  hon.  Member,  which  would  affect 
not  only  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  but 
also  the  Australian  Colonies;  and, 
baring  reganl  to  the  serious  loss  already 
sustained  by  that  Postal  Service,  th« 
Postmaster  General  ia  not  ^npaxed  to 
take  up  the  subjeot  under  present  clr- 
cumetuwes. 

SOUTH  APRICA-THE  TRANSVAAL. 

Ua.  KIMBSB  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  ioc  the  Coloaies,  Whe- 
thw  it  is  the  lact  that  Transvaid  pro- 
duce, including  tobasco,  is  alloTad  to 
enter  Natal  by  land  free  of  Duty,  al- 
thoogh  tobacco  and  other  imports  enter- 
ing the  Transvaal  from  Natal  are  sub- 
jected to  heavy  import  Duties,  and  lunr 
this  is  reeoncilahle  with  Article  13  of 
the  Convention  with  the  Transvaal  or 
South  African  R«|>ublio  of  Febmaiy 
1884,  which  proTidea,  amoi^  other 
things,  that— 

"Hie  same  (reatmttit  shaU  be  given  io  aar 
srtioloooitrrag  to  QrMt  BiibaiB  from  the  Som 
A{rie«n  Bepublie  m  to  the  like  article  coming 

from  any  other  place  or  country,** 

tobacco  being  an  article  liableto  Duty  both 
in  Great  Britain  and  in  Natal ;  whether 
the  influx  of  Transvaal  tobacco  under  pro- 
tection into  Natal,  which  is  thus  nnpro- 
teoted,  is  causing  very  serious  losses 
among  the  tobacco  growers  and  nuoui- 
facturers  of  Natal,  and  cansing  discon- 
tinuaaoe  of  its  cultivation ;  whether  a 
British  officer  has  been  appointed,  under 
Artida  3  of  that  Convention,  to  reside 
in  the  Republic  and  discharge  consular 
functions;  and,  whether  any  and  what 
eflbrts  were  made,  on  the  occasion  of 
that  Convention  taking  the  place  of 
British  suserainty,  to  secure  reciprocal 
free  trade  between  the  l^usvaal  and 
the  adjoining  Onctva  Colony  of  Natal, 
or  have  been  made  since  ? 
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The  tinder  SEORETART  (Mr. 
OsBOBiTH  Mctroan)  :  It  in  the  fact  that 
Transvaal  produce,  including  tobaciso, 
is  allowed  to  enter  Natal  (which  has 
no  inland  Cuetom  Houses)  by  land,  £ree 
of  duty,  and  that  tobaoco  and  other 
imports  entering  the  tTrana^ial'ifiom 
Natal  aie  subjected  td  h«av^  im- 
port duties;  hat  I  am  unable  to  soo 
vhat  beating  Artiole  IS  of  the  Conren- 
tion  of  London  has  upon  the  question, 
as  it  is  only  the  usual  "  Moet  Favouretl 
Nation"  Clause,  and  merftly  stiimlatos 
that  no  diflFerential  duties  shall  be  im- 
posed by  the  Transvaal  agaiir.'-t  m  ticlea 
coming-  "from  any  part  Off  Sep  Maj  oaty's 
Dominions."  I  have  not  hf^md  that 
the  influx  of  Transvaal  tobsoeo  ia  causing 
losses  among  tobacco  growers  and  mazn- 
fboturers  in  Natal.  No  Bapfp^stion  of 
the  kind  has  been  made  by  tiie  Xatal 
Oorerament.  The  Oovemmei^  deeided, 
in  oecordanee  vith  the  detirqii^^lbe 
South  African  Bepublio,  to  ivppinnt'a 
Consular  officer  at  Pretoria,  and  the 
salary  vaa  jdarod  on  th«  EstU^itM'^for 
1886-6.  Sir  Hercules  Bobinsdn,  i  Ubw- 
evor,  having  repeatedly  d-edarod  that 
snoh  an  appointment  was  unnoceseary, 
ihe  Government  bare  deeided  not  to  fill 
it  up  at  present ;  but  the  salary  for  such 
an  officer  has  again  been  placed  on  th» 
Estimates  for  1866-7,  in  oaee  it  should 
'be  thought  desirable  to  resonsidfr  the 
matter.  No  steps  have  been  taken  to 
seoure  the  passage  of  goods  duty  freo 
from  Natal  into  the  TrftnBvaal,;.iEter 
Hajestj^s  Qovemmeot  beli0vii^i-4fe&t 
any  such  attempt  would,  for  leasonB 
which  it  is  imposaiUe  for  ma  to ;  state 
within  the  limits  of  sa  answer  to-AUtteS' 
tion,  be  inexpedient  in  the  isteivstV'of 
that  Colony.  '  

i'f*.lf»i  IT 

A-ttomey 


Mb.  N0HBI8  asked  Mr. 


General,  If  he  can  give  any  information 
to  the  House  as  to  what  prooseiKii^'s  are 
or  will  be  taken  in  the  Law  ('ouit3  on 
the  question  of  the  leg^fty  of  tbo  juni<ir 
Member  for  Northampton  sitting  and 
voting  in  this  H()use,  and  to  stt^to  when 
a  decision  is  likely  to  be  arrivi  d  at  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENEIJAL  (Mr. 
CuAHLEB  Rvbbell)  :  The  Queetion  of  the 
hon.  Member  only  appeared  in  the  X^apor 
this  momitig.  I  presume  it  is  intended 
to  relate  to  the  sittiag  aud  voting  of  iite 
hon.  Biember  f«'-Northaiiipti|ibi»ill]i« 


evjiil  10  (  H^il  lo 


present  Parliament.  If  I  am  right  in 
tAiat  supposition,  I  should  be  much 
obliged  if  tfaar  >^u.  Member  would 
repeat  his  Qnefttioa  this )  . day  w^b^,.  in 
order  to  give  me  an  <^poitani%bfli&oiflilr' 
^ti£^tl»iGKmiVi&«Ur:-rfT'v>i:<  »,T'r 

LOCAL  TAXATION  RETURITC*  r 

(SCOTLAXn). 

Mii.  BRUCE  askod  tlie  Secretary  for 
Scotlaud,  WheLhor,  la  view  of  the  in- 
tended reforms  in  Local  Government,  he 
will  direct  his  attention  to  remedying 
the  defects  in  form  and  completehesi^rif 
the  annual  Xjoo^I  Tfixatlon  RetunksTor 

eompleie  statement  at  all' lobal  loans  ? 
"  The  SECRETARTVon  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Tjieyei,y.\x)  :  I  am  umch  obliged 
to  my  hou.  Friend  for  calliug  my  atten- 
tion to  what  he  regards  as  defects  in  the 
Local  TaxatioD  Returns,  and  I  at  once 
corresponded  with  the  Board  of  Saper- 
vis-iou  on  the  subject.  I  cordially  agree 
in  the  immense  importance  of  having 
loans   and  rettayments  ioOSt  clearly 

(.i)f«B  MlflJl'I') 

BtnHUOetffiSftJNDS  BILL.  | 

Mr.  RHiRliSaffrtAlced  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  Statefb^  the  Colonics,  Whe- 
ther, when  the  Government  introduce 
tlieir  Burial  (i-rouiids  Bill,  they  will 
insert  a  clau.so  authorising  Cemetery 
CommisBioners  to  purchase  additional 
ground  and  enlarge  their  cemeteries  iu 
cases  where  at  present  ihey  are  not  cm- 
powered  to  do  so/abH^i^otioning  their 
action  where  they  ha,W  exceeded  their 
powers  in  enlarging  their  ground?. 

The  under  SECRETTAltr  (Mr. 
OsBOENii  Moboan)  :  The  Burial  Gbonftds 

Iike''4h^rBffl/iMairiTTitiiB0M^^ 
yea?,  wbicb  it  will  close||QywjHtf>le» 

deals  only  with  religious  ^ervwOT  at 

ljuriala  and  iiutttors  incidental  thereto. 
rincU  a  clause  as  tiiat  su^^gested  iu  the 
Qiitsfion  would,  iu  my  opiuiou,  Ijc  be- 
yond the  scope  of  tlio  proposed  Bill ; 
though,  no  doubt,  it  miglit  propci'ly 
form  a  part  of  a  general  measure  for  the 
consolidation  and  amendment  of  the 
Cemeteries  Acta.  If,  however,  the  hon. 
Member,  when  he  sees  the  Bill,  would 
draft  such  a  clause  and  jjiut  it  down  as 
ani  AmQpdment  to  the  BiU,  ^^^U^d^lje 
yWlWXiofipneiderit. 
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LA.W  AND  JUSTICE  (SCOTX.Ain)}-UB. 
BBXTON,  PKOOURATOR  FISCAL  FOR 
EAST  FIFE. 

Mr.  BOYD.EJNNEAB  asked  the 
Lord  Advocate,  Whether  Kr.  Beaton 
has  accepted  the  appoiatment  of  Procu- 
rator Fiscal  of  the  Eastern  Division  of 
Fife ;  and,  if  so,  when  he  will  enter  on 
the  duties  of  the  ofiica  which  hare  now 
for  a  year  been  performed  by  deputy ; 
and,  what  steps  (Joverameot  is  takingf  in 
the  matter? 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J".  B. 
BAiaotnt):  Ur.  Benton  has  intimated 
that  he  will  accept  the  office,  under  ^e 
conditions  which  I  proviouely  mentioned. 
Such  conditions  should,  however,  enter 
the  commisflion  of  the  Fiscal,  which  is 
granted  by  the  Sheriff.  At  preseht  the 
office  of  Sheriff  of  Fife  is  vacant,  font  it 
will  shortly  be  filled,  and  then  the  matter 
will,  no  donbt,  be  eompleted  vitiiout 
delay. 

PABLIAHENTARY  BLEOTIONS— 
SECRECY  OF  THE  BALLOT. 

Mb.  EVEBETT  asked  the  Seoretarr 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether,  in  view  of  what  has  happened 
in  the  sorntiny  connected  with  the  Step- 
ney Election,  he  will  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  proposing,  at  an  early  da^, 
such  an  amendment  of  the  Law  as  will 
in  future  prevent  the  secrecy  of  the 
Ballot  from  being  infringed  P 

The  SEORETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
OmLDBBB) :  la  reply  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, I  can  only  say  that  I  know  nothing 
of  t^e  proceedings  at  the  Stepney  Elec- 
tion Scrutiny,  except  from  a  newspaper 
report,  and  I  am  not  aware  in  what 
manner  the  worecy  of  the  Ballot  was 
infringed.  If  1  should  receive  an  offieial 
Beport  of  the  proceedings,  I  will  con- 
sider, with  the  Law  Officers,  whether  it 
discloses  anything  demanding  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Ballot  Act. 

THE  IRISH  LAND  COUUISSION  (SUB- 
COMMlSSIONEBa)— &ITTINaS  IK 
KBfiRT. 

Ma.  EDWABD  HAEEINGTON 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Why  the  Land 
Court  Sub-Commissioners  have  not  sat 
in  Tralee  for  the  past  half-year  to 
hear  applications  for  the  fixing  of  &ir 
rente  f 


Trb  OHIBF  SECBETABY  (Mr. 
JoHir  Morlet),  in  repty,  said,  t^t  the 
Sub-Commission  sat  in  Tralee  foar 
months  ago,  and  the  number  of  cases 
pending  for  tiie  Oonnl^  Keczy  was  97. 

TRADE  Aln>  COMMERCE  — SUBSIDIES 
BY  FOREIGN  NATIONS. 

Me.  EIMBEB  aaked  the  Under  Se- 
crebuy  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  {vacttos  of  certain  Foreign 
GoTemments  of  subsidiaing'  artklea  of 
oommeme  [woduoed  and  maonfactured 
in  their  oountries,  and  competing  with 
British  manufacturers  in  British  mar- 
kets, is  in  accordance  with,  or  a  viola- 
tion of,  Free  Trade  prinoiples,  and  uniair 
between  friendly  nations ;  whether  any, 
and  what,  endeavouiji  are  being  made 
by  the  Foreign  Office  to  get  such  prao- 
tioe  abolished  \  uid,  whether,  faiiling 
Buoh  endeavours,  the  Government  are 
willing  to  isy  the  effect  of  an  intimation 
that,  if  such  aobsidies  are  persisted  in, 
a  fine  or  duty  equal  to  the  subsidy  will 
be  imposed  on  any  such  goods  entering 
British  pwta,  in  order  that  foreigaen 
shall  only  04«npete  in  British  markets 
under  fur  and  natural  eoononuo  con- 
ditions ? 

Tttu  UNDER  SEOBETABT  (Mr. 
BaTos) :  If  I  rightly  gather  the  purport 
of  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Hmnber** 
Question,  he  invites  me  to  prooounce  an 
opinicai  upon  the  commercial  policy  of 
foreign  countries  with  regard  to  houn- 
ties ;  but,  as  this  does  not  come  either 
within  the  sphere  of  my  own  duties,  or 
within  the  province  of  a  Question  in  this 
House,  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to 
comply  with  his  request.  In  reply  to 
the  second  part  of  the  Question,  I  may 
state  that  any  action  for  the  purpose  m. 
obtaining  the  disconttnnance  of  boimtiea 
by  Foreign  Governments  in  the  case 
goods  exported  to  British  markets  wonld 
be  taken  by  the  Foreign  Office  at  the 
instance  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  and  H  is^ 
therefore,  to  that  Department  lliat  fast 
Question  should  be  addressed.  H«v 
Majesty's  Government  have  constantly 
declared,  and  given  effect  in  practioe  to 
their  opinion,  that  the  principles  of  Free 
Trade  are  beneficial  to  any  and  ereiy 
country ;  but  they  conoeive  that  they 
would  injure  and  not  forward  sai^ 
principles  by  entering  upon  a  war  of 
tarifEs ;  and  they  cannot,  therefore*  hcdd 
oat  to  the  hon.  Uembar  any  pvoipeet  «f 
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thsAx  trying  the  effect  of  the  intimatiDn 
which  oe  sus^^este. 

PUBLIC    PARES    AKD  BBOREATXON 
aBOUKDS-PUBUO  FABE  AT 
DTJLWICH. 

Mn.BAUMANN  asked  the  Ohairman 
of  the  Metropolitaa  Board  of  "Works, 
Whether  anything  is  being  done  by  the 
Board  towards  laying  out  the  seventy- 
three  acres  of  ground  which  was  granted 
last  August  by  the  Estates  Governors  of 
Didwich  College  for  a  public  park ;  and, 
whether  the  Board  will  endeavour  to  do 
orery thing  in  its  power  to  hurry  forward 
so  desirable  a  public  work,  which  would 
give  employment  to  so  many  labourers  ? 

Sir  JAMES  M*aABBIi-HOGa :  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  If  ember,  1  beg  to  in- 
form him  that,  although  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament passed  last  Besston  vested  in 
the  Board  about  72  acres  of  land  to  be 
appropriated  as  a  public  park,  arrange- 
ments have  to  be  made  to  acquire  the 
interests  of  the  tenants  and  occupiers  of 
the  land  before  possession  can  be  taken. 
It  has  also  been  found  necessary  to 
apply  to  Farltament  for  powers  to  stop 
up  certain  public  and  private  ways 
across  the  lands  to  be  devoted  to  the 
park,  in  order  to  obtain  authority  to 
prevent  the  public  going  into  the  park 
during  the  late  hours  of  the  night. 
That  is  being  done  by  the  Board's 
Various  Powers  Bill  of  this  Session. 
No  uunecessary  delay  has  taken  place, 
or  will  take  place,  in  carrying  out  the 
intentions  of  FbrUament  to  proride  a 
park. 

POST  OFFICE-THE  TTN1VERSITIE9. 
Sib  JOHN  E.  MOWBBAY  tfor  Mr. 
Raises)  askod  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  If  he  can  now  slate  the  sta- 
tutory provisions  of  any  Act  or  Acts  of 
Parliament  relied  u^on  by  the  Post 
Office  Authorities  to  justify  their  inter- 
ference with  the  employment  of  college 
messengers  by  the  colleges  at  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  to  deliver  private  notes 
in  the  town  from  members  of  those 
colleges  ? 

The  SECEETAET  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY ^Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowlee)  :  The 
statute  in  question  is  1  Vict,  c.  33.  I 
may  say  that  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  arrangement  referred 
to  in  my  answer  of  the  25th  ultimo  will 
ittak  satiafaotorily,  and  I  may  add  that 
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there  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Post  Office  to  interfere  with  the  legiti- 
mate employment  by  the  College  autho- 
rities of  messengers  to  carry  private 
notes,  so  long  as  the  provisions  of  that 
Act  are  not  infringed. 

CKIHE  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAKD)- 
BOYCOTTED  CATTLE— THB  CORK 
STEAM  PACKET  GOMPAHY. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  following  statement  in  Th* 
/Vwmtm'f  Journal  of  let  March  1886 

"  AUhougb.  no  stipulation  is  made  in  the 
ngreemoot  about  boycotted  cattle,  an  honour- 
able nndortaking  has  been  given  td  the  cattle 
dealers,  -whioh  they  regard  a»  highly  aatufac- 
tory.  The  promise  is  such  that  no  boycotted 
cattle  will  be  shipped  by  the  Bteanura  to  the 
Steam  Packet  Company  ;  " 

and  to  Uie  following  statement  made  by 
Mr.  John  O'Connor,  M.F.,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Cattle  Trade  Association,  and  re- 
ported in  the  aame  paper  :— 

"  Let  08  asewhab  we  have  gained.  First, 
the  Hiain  prinDtple  foe  «l^ich  we  hare  can- 
tended,  namely,  that,  so  far  aa  the  Steam 
Packet  and  Bristol  Navigation  Compauios  are 
concerned,  the  Port  of  Cork  is  blocked 
against  the  expOTtaiticiL  of  eatUa  seind  or  sold 
for  rent; " 

and,  whether  the  Government  intend 
taking  any  steps  to  enforce  on  common 
carriers  trading  from  the  Port  of  Cork 
the  legal  obligation  of  carrying  all  cattle 
delivered  to  them  for  carriage  in  the 
course  of  their  trade,  and -to  prevent 
such  carriers  from  being  prevented 
from  performing  this  duty  by  intimi- 
dation ? 

Mr.  O'HEA  asked,  whether  it  would 
not  be  entirely  unusual  and  unprece- 
dented to  attempt  to  supersede  the 
Common  Law  with  regard  to  common 
carriers  ? 

Tab  chief  SEaRBTARTCMr.  Jouw 
Moblet)  :  I  think  it  would.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  undertaking  referred  to 
has  been  given  which  is  mentioned  in  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  Question.  The 
obligations  o(  common  carriers  are  part 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  enforceable  by 
all  those  who  suffer  from  a  breach  of 
them,  and  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  take  any  special  ac- 
tion in  tbat  matter,  la  any  proved  case 
of  intimidation  the  Government  will,  of 
course,  enforce  the  law. 
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THE  PHCENIX  PARK,  DUBLIN. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEA.LY  aeked  the  Becre* 
Ury  to  the  Treoeiiry,  Whietber,  as  it  is 
admitted  that  nearly  one-fovrth  of  the 
arsa-of  th«  FiiGeniz  Park,  BubUo,  has 
beon  withdravn  from  publi*  use  a«id  ia 
enclosed  for  offloial  purposes,  he  will 
suspend  farther  expenditure  on  the  pro- 
posed barracks  Ibr  raarried  pcdicemen 
now  about  lo  be  erected  thoroin,  pend- 
ing -thp  Mnetkm  of  this  House,  and 
give  oniers  that  the  heviug  down  of 
trees  to  make  room  Cod  H.  b«  meantime 
stopped ;  also,  can  he  gare  the  naaiie  of 
the  offlcaal  responablo  for  the  proposed 
eDCroaohment? 

Oaftain  M'OALMONT  also  asked 
the  hou.  Gwtlomaa,  irhether  the  entire 
aoreoge  of  the  fallowing  London  parka : 
— 8t.  James's,  Oteen  Park,  Hyde  Park, 
and  Kensingtoa  Gardens,  Victoria,  Be- 
g«at'e,  Battereea,  and  Greenwich  Parks 
•*-was  only  shgfatly  in  exoess  of  that  oi 
■  the  Phcentx  Park ;  and,  whether,  in  bis 
(^vinion,  considecing  the  vaat  di^veooe 
in  the  population  of  the  two  cities,  an 
area  of  1,389  acises,  available  for  all 
purposfl«  in  the  Fboinix  Park,  did  not 
afford  ample  scope  for  the  enjoyment  of 
those  who  nekhsr  oared  to  take  part 
in,  or  look  on  at  games  «f  pcdo  asd 
cricket  ? 

Tm  8E0BBTAEY  to  cub  TEEA. 
SURY  (Mr.  Hbnry  H.  Eowusk)  :  The 
Viceregal  demesne  and  other  encdosures 
in  the  Phoenix  Pack  oocupiad  for  public 
purposes,  and  containing  in  all  379 
acres,  have  been  enclosed  since  the 
Park  was  purchased  by  the  Crown  in 
the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  and, 
thoT^hnritihin  tlu  Park  boundary,  there 
am  so  recovda  showii^  that  the  public 
had  BOoeM  to  them  at  any  time.  It  is, 
therefore,  scarcely  correct  to  say  that 
they  have  been  withdrawn  from  public 
use.  The  other  endosnres,  incTudiag 
the  19  acres  of  the  Zoological  Gardens, 
to  which  the  public  are  admitted  on 
payment,  corer  in  all  84  acres.  The 
proposed  married  constables'  qaacters 
will  cover  only  an  acre  and  a-half,  thns 
leaving  more  than  1,330  acres  open  to 
the  pablk.  No  more  trees  will  require 
to  be  felled.  As  regards  the  suspension 
of  buildiDg  operations,  I  have  to  state 
that  a  contract  has  been  entarad  into 
for  buildiBg  the  barracks,  and  the  pre- 
paration *A  the  foundations  has  been 
proceeded  with.  The  Inacecsity  for  the 


barracks  was  urged  by  the  OonetabnlaiT  \ 
Bepartmeut  and  admitted  by  tba  Irisb 
Govemmeat ;  and  as  there  vae  no  other 
nte  available,  the  Treasury,  on  then- 
commendation  of  the  Board  of^otk^ 
agifoed  to  th^  appropriation  of  this  space 
of  an  acre  and  a-balf  for  the  purpose.  ' 
In  reply  to  the  Question  of  the  boo.  and 
gallant  Member  for  East  Antrim,  of 
whidi  he  has  given  me  pdhrate  Noting 
I  hare  to  state  that  the  total  acreage 
the  London  l^ka  he  mentions  is 
acroEf,  ^e  Phoetiiz  Parkoontafaiingstto* 
gather  1,752  acres,  of  which,  aslhsve 
said,  more  than  1,330  acres  are  open 
to  the  public.   The  seeoad  pirt  of  tfai 
hon.  and  gallant  Member's  QaealioBii 
rather  matter  of  argument. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  WiU  the  hoB. 
Gentleman  state  whether,  before  pro- 
ceeding with  the  work,  he  will  await 
the  opportunity  being  giTMi  for  disoiW' 
ing  the  question,  and  affndiag  ^ 
House  an  opportunity  of  expresong  an 
opinion  on  it  ? 

Me.  HENBY  H.  FOWLBE:  That 
is  a  rery  proper  Qneeiicni,  nd  I  ^ 
make  inquiry ;  and  if  no  aeriotts  pvUie 
injury  is  done,  the  work  viU  be  nu- 
pended  until  the  Vote  for  the  pnpw 
comes  before  the  House. 

EOYTT— THE  SHEIKH  OF  OEMiL 

Mr.  BILLON  asked  the  TTnder  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Ajffairs,  W^l^ 
ther  his  attention  has  been  directed  \a 
the  following  para^aph  in  Egypt  ^ 
2)  Inolosure,  in  No.  144 : — 

"  Obataoles  have  been  found  on  the  Rillwiy  1 
between  Haifa  aoj  Qemai,  placed  then  un- 
doubtedly \sy  the  vtUt^:en.  .  .  .  The  SMkof 
Oemai  vaa  accordingly  punished ;  " 

whether  he  can  inform  the  Hoiue  lAat 
punishment  was  inflicted  on  this  man;  | 
and,  whetJier  the  man  had  (uy  kind  of 
trial  f 

The  under  SECEETABT  (Mr. 
Brtce)  :  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  repl/ 
as  fully  as  I  could  have  wished  to  Uie  j 
hon.  Member's  Question  ;  but  I  am  in- 
formed that  General  Grenfell  issued 
several  Prodamations  through  the  Kbe- 
dire'a  agents  warning  the  Sheikhs  of  I 
the  Tillages  against  interruption  ou  | 
railway  communication.     In  spite  of 
theee  warnings   the   (ra^c  was  fre- 
quently interrupted  and.  liyea  endaigerea 
by  obstacles  being  placed: on  the  line  i 
wiih  a  view  to  upsetting  the  tr^os.  M  I 
offices  wiih  lan  arm/»d.,pa4y 'na^.^tfOi' 
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tuallj  despatched  to  trace  the  ori^n  of 
these  interruptions,  and  found  the 
Sheikh  of  Oomai  to  be  responsible. 
He  was  accordingly  brought  back  to 
Haifa  under  escort,  and  having  been 
put  under  supervision  for  several  dajs 
ho  was  erentuftUy  released.  No  further 
interruption  of  traffic  occurred. 

NAVr  EXPENDITURE. 

Ma.  FEABCE  asked  tb«  Secretary  to 
tha  Admitalty,  WheUier  he  will  grant  a 
Betuxn  showing  the  first  cost  of  the 
armoured,  unaxmoured,  protected,  and 
partially- protected  shipsof  the  Kavy,  the 
amount  spent  on  repairs,  alteratiuoa,  and 
maintenance,  and  the  estimated  present 
value? 

The  SECRETAEY  to  the  AT)^!!- 
RAUTY  (Mr.  Hidbbbt)  :  I  regr^ i  i!iat 
I  am  unable  to  grant  the  Return  iir-k<)d 
forbythe  hon.  Member  for  Govan.  Smih 
a  Return  would  not  only  be  a  very  ditU- 
cult  and  a  very  voluminous  one  to  pie- 

eare;  but,  when  complete,  it  would  be 
able  to  mislead,  owintj  to  tho  various 
conditions,  under  wbioJj,  ff^^,,tiq^e|^^ 
time,  the  repairs  of  Her  Kaj^y,  a  ahips 
have  been  carried  out,  Apdjf^  expense 
recorded  at  the  Admir^ltjf  It  would  also 
be  impossible  to  give  any  reliable  infor- 
mation as  to  tiie  "estimated  present 
value"  of  the  ships  referred  to  in  the 
hon.  Member's  Question. 

Mb.  PEAHGE  :  In  consequence  of  the 
answer  of  the  hon.  Qentleman,  I  beg  to 
give  Notice  that  I  will  call  attention  to 
the  want  of  this  information  on  going 
into  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  Naval 
Estimates,  and  move  a  Resolution. 

COUmSSIOKEBS  OF  NATIONAL  EDU- 
CATION (IREIiANDHAPPOINTUENT 
OF  HEAD  INSPBOTORS. 

Me.  lewis  asted  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Loi*d  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  his  attention  baa  been  directed  to  a 
leading  article  in  Thf  Witneta  newspaper 
of  the  5th  Pebrnary,  the  Belfast  organ 
of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church,  headed 
' '  Changes  in  the  National  Education 
Oflicc,  Dnblin,"  charging  the  National 
Board  with  violating  the  praotiee  hitheirio 
observed  of  main^ning  the  denomins- 
tioDal  balance  between  Fresbyterians 
and  Bpiscopalians  in  appoititments  to 
the  office  of  head  ittspecton,  and  wHh 
appoSnting  the  son  of  the  Bx-Seoretaiy 
to  tfa«  Boatd,  now  a  mnnlwirr  s  VMty 
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junior  distriot  inspector,  to  the  position 
of  head  inspector,  passing  over  ronrteen 
district  inspectors  of  long  and  efficient 
service ;  whetiier  snoh  (bargee  are  well 
founded ;  if  the  gentleman  now  put  over 
the  heads  of  so  many  of  hia  seniors  ob< 
tained  his  original  appointment  as  dis- 
triot inspector,  without  having  been 
required  to  undergo  the  competitive 
examination  by  which  all  inspectors  for 
a  lengthened  period  reoeived  thedr  ap- 
pointments; and,  whether  sueh  appoint- 
ment was  made  when  only  three  Com- 
missioners were  present,  and  in  spite  of 
the  protest  of  one  of  the  three  ? 

The  CHIEF  SEORETAEy  (Mr.  Johk 
Morley)  :  The  Commissioners  of  Na- 
tional Education  inform  tne  thai  they 
have  reeentiy  promoted  Mr.  NaweU,  a  son 
of  their  ex-Seeretary,  to  the  poat  of  Head 
Inspector.  Mr.  Kewell  is  statod  to  be  a 
very  able  and  meritorious  officer.  The 
post  which  he  now  fills  is  a  very  Im- 
portant one,  and  it  hna  never  been  the 
practice  to  make  appointments  to  it 
solely  or  mainly  on  the  basis  of  seniority. 
TheCommiesionero  have  never  recognized 
or  sanctioned  any  such  practice  or  under- 
standing as  is  implied  in  the  newspaper 
article  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member. 
On  the  contrary,  when  snob  a  practice 
was  suggested  in  1876  they  distinctly 
declined  to  adopt  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  believe  Mr.  NeveU  fills  a  post  vacated 
by  a  member  of  the  same  Church  as 
himself.  The  circumstances  of  Mr. 
Newell's  original  appointmeat  aa  In- 
spector were  exceptional  —  though  not 
without  preoedent--in  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  result  of  previous  satis- 
factory examination  without  being  re- 
quired to  undergo  a  fresh  competition. 
Sixteen  Commissioners  were  present, 
and  the  appointment  was  made  unani- 
monsfy. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELANB) -EMPLOYMENT 
OF  MILITARY  FOEOES-RETURN 

FOR  ]  884-5. 
Mr.  lewis  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  he  will,  on  the  part  of  Uie  Go- 
vernment, lay  upon  the  Table  at  an  early 
day  a  Return  of  the  oumbw  of  cases 
in  vhioh,  during  the  laat  two  years  1884 
anft  188fi,  the  Military  Foroes  of  the 
Crown  hare  been  em^E^oyed  in  carrying 
out  erictions  ef  tenants  of  land  or  land 
and  houses,  dirtingiUBhing  each  coan^ 
Mid  •ptOTinoe  ia  cbnhlnd  9 
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Mb.  DILLON  asked,  if  the  righe 
hon.  Oentleman  Tould  also  include  in 
tbe  Betum  ttw  number  of  anaed  po- 
lice vho  had  been  employed  on  simuar 
dutv? 

Thb  chief  SECEETAKY  (Mr.  John 
Kobley),  in  reply,  said,  if  tho  Betura 
asked  for  were  moved  in  the  ordinary 
way,  there  would  be  no  objection  on  the 
part  of  tho  Government  to  granting  it. 
when  that  Beturn  was  moved  for,  then 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  could 
ropose  that  it  should  include  the  num- 
er  of  aimed  police. 

WOOLWICH  ARSENAI^DISCHAIIQE 
OP  WORKMEN. 

Mb.  HOWELL  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  "War,  Whether,  in  addition  to 
the  800  men  which  it  is  alleged  are  to 
be  discharged  from  the  Small  Arms 
Factory  at  Enfield,  it  is  true  that  a  large 
number  of  men,nttmberiu|r,  itis  asserted, 
5,000  persons,  are  to  be  discharged  from 
Woolwich  Arsenal ;  and,  if  so,  if  he 
would  cDnsider  whether,  in  the  existing 
condition  of  trade,  it  is  desirable  that  so 
large  a  number  of  men  should  be  thrown 
upon  the  labour  market,  and  also  if 
some  arrangement  could  be  made,  by  a 
reduction  of  the  workiog  hours  or  other- 
wise, to  render  unnecessary  such  dis- 
charge of  workmen  at  the  present  time  ? 

Viscount  'FOLKESTONE  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether,  at 
this  period  of  distress  from  want  of  em- 
ployment, it  is  in  contepiplation  to  reduce 
the  number  of  employes  at  the  Boyal 
Small  Arms  Factory  at  Enfield  i  and,  if 
80,  by  how  many? 

Mb.  HANBXJRT  asked,  whether  the 
men  about  to  bo  dismissed  wore  specially 
engaged  to  push  on  the  manufacture  (h 
tbe  additional  Martini  rifles  necessary 
for  the  supply  of  tho  Regular  and 
Volunteer  Forces ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  supply  of  Martinis  was  now  such  as 
to  require  the  dismissal  of  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  workmen  at  a  time  like  the 
present  of  widespread  distress  ? 

Thb  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Campbell  -  B^vkherman)  :  Perhaps  the 
noble  Viscount  will  kindly  give  me 
Notice  of  that  part  of  his  Question  which 
relates  to  my  answer  last  Frid^.  I 
have  to  thank  lum  and  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Howell)  for  postponing  their  Ques- 
tions  in  order  to  suit  my  convenience 
from  Tuesday  lost.  Botii  as  regards 
Enfield  and  Woolwich,  {he  Estimates 


for  the  next  financial  year  will  not  pro- 
vide for  the  mnintenanee  tfaroaghoiAtbe 
year  of  that  Mf^-pressure  mte  pro- 
duotion  in  the  mannfaotori:^  depart- 
ments which  has  preniled  tat  eome 
months;  and, therefore, Hhffie  vill be la 
some  of  them  a  reduction  in  llie  nnmbew 
of  workmen.  The  precise  numbers  to 
be  reduced  cannot  be  acoarately  stated 
at  present;  but  every  endeavour  will  be 
made  to  effect  the  redacticms  gradnally, 
BO  as  to  diminish  as  much  as  possible  the 
unavoidable  inconvenience.  In  reply  is 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  fat 
Preston  (Mr,  Hanbuiy),  I  have  to  say 
that  I  shall  be  prepared,  on  tiie  Esti- 
mates, to  explain  the  grounds  nptm 
which  it  has  been  deoided  somewhat  to 
diminish  the  rate  of  manufaotare  ct 
Enfield.  It  would  be  anusud  to  eater 
ii^  details  in  answer  to  a  Qaestimi. 

ViBoovffT  FOLKBSTONB:  I  will  ask 
ti^e  right  hon.  Gteutleman  to-morrow, 
whether  the  reserve  of  smsdl  arms  at 
Enfield  is  not  new  100,000,  or  about 
500,000  less  than  is  supposed  to  be  re- 
quired ;  also,  whether  the  re-arm  rug  <rf 
the  Forces  at  home  and  (n  India,  ar- 
ranged by  the  late  Oovernment,  has 
been  entirely  suspended;  and,  if  m, 
what  is  the  reason  for  altering'  those 
arrangements  ? 

Mk.  OAMPBELL-BANNMtHAN :  I 
appeal  to  the  noble  Viecount  whether 
the  answer  I  have  just  given  does  not 
equally  apply  to  this  Question  ¥  These 
matters  reaUy  arise  oa  the  Eetimatea, 
and  there  ia  a  difficult  in  anawoing 
them  in  this  way. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  asked,  whether, 
in  the  forthooming  Army  Estimatee,  pro- 
vision would  be  made  for  proceeding 
with  the  defences  of  Uie  coaling  stations 
and  of  the  military  and  the  mercantile 
ports,  under  the  Estimates  prepared  by 
direction  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Kossendale  (the  Marquess  of  Hart- 
iogton),  and  approved  by  the  Treasnrv. 

Mfi.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN,  in 
reply,  said,  it  would,  he  thought,  be  un- 
usual for  him  to  anticipate  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Army  Estimates  by  a  pai^ 
tioular  answer  to  his  right  hon.  Friend'* 
Question.  He  hoped  that  the  f^imates 
would  be  in  hon.  Members*  hands  very 
shortly.  They  would  give  the  nght  hon. 
Gtentleman  the  iafcnmation  he  songht 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  gave  Notice  that, 
on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply  on 
the  Army  Estimates,  he  would  call  atten- 
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tkm  to  the  neeeoaity  of  proriding  for  ttie 
■eourity  of  this  oolmtTy,  and  in  tke  ixte* 
TMts  of  economy-- [i«ijA/«r]— yes,  be 
nea&t  eoonomy—ibz  a  continuous  exe- 
«>tian  of  the  wwka  itnd  the  mannf  ftctore 
of  the  materials  vhioh  vere  ascertained 
to  be  reqnued  for  the  proteelion  of  our 
ooaling  stations  abroad,  and  oi  osr  mer^ 
cantile  harbours  and  military  ports. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  OHUEOHILL: 
'Will  the  right  bon.  Qentleman  state 
whether  the  reduotioas  which  he  has 
announced  in  the  fjBtimates  of  next 
year  will  at  all  interfere  with  tbe  supply 
of  Martini-Henry  rifles  to  the  Indian 
Army,  which  have  been  promised  to  the 
Indian  Government? 

Mb.  GAMFBELL-BANNEBMAN,  in 
reply,  said,  he  thought  tliat  this  was  also 
a  Question  for  dtsouaston  on  the  Esti- 
mates, though,  if  the  noblo  Lord  gave 
Notice,  he  would  not  object  to  answer 
the  Question.  The  noble  Lord  must 
"h&YB  misinterpreted  what  bad  fallen 
from  him  if  he  understood  him  to  have 
said  that  there  would  be  a  reduction  in 
the  Army  Estimates. 

Captadt  PBICE  asked,  whether 
similar  reductions  to  those  mentioned 
were  to  be  made  in  the  Boyal  Dock- 
yards ? 

Thk  SECKETAET  to  the  ADMI- 
ItALTY  (Mr.  Hibbebt),  in  reply,  said, 
be  would  make  a  statement  on  the 
subject  on  Monday  week  on  the  Navy 
lE^matoe. 

Sia  HENRY  TYLER  asked,  whether 
a  notice  bad  been  posted  at  the  Small 
Arms  Factory,  announcing  that  800  men 
vould  be  dismissed  on  April  1  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL^ANNEBMAN.  in 
reply,  said,  that  he  beUe?ed  tiiat  sneh  a 
notice  bad  been  posted. 

DIUiaBATION  OF  FUREION 
LABOUR. 

Me.  EVELYN  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Qovemment  Board,  Whe- 
ther, in  Tiew  of  the  great  number  of  the 
■unemployed  among  our  own  people,  it  is 
the  iMention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  any  measure  for  the 
pnrpose  of  restricting  or  regulating  the 
immigration  of  indigent  Foreigners  into 
the  United  Kingdom  ? 

Ma.  DAWSON  asked,  Whether  there 
was  any  means  of  ascertaining,  in  regard 
to  peraoH  comiag  into  this  oounftry, 
whether  tb^  wwe,  or  were  not,  British 
subjeots ;  and,  wbether  any  ingiiiiiy 


could  be  made  into  the  means  they  pos- 

Thb  8E0RETART  (Mr.  Jessb  Cot- 
xjvas),  in  reply,  said  be  must  ask  for 
Notice  of  the  latter  Question ;  and,  with 
r^ard  to  the  former,  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Qovemment. 

IRELAND-DEPOSITS  IN  IBISH 
BANKS. 

Mr.  HANBTTEY  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  the  Annual  Report,  first 
issued  in  1840,  showiog  the  aggregate 
amount  of  deposits  in  the  eight  principal 
banks  of  Ireland,  has  been  discontinued 
since  1832 ;  and,  if  so,  for  what  reason ; 
and,  whether  the  Government  Report  of 
1882  showed  the  total  deposits  to  bo 
£30,667,000,  whereas  the  balance  sheets 
of  1885BhowtotaldepositB  of  £33,610,000; 
and,  if  BO,  whether  the  Report  of  1882 
can  be  taken  as  being  an  accurate  state- 
ment of  the  facta,  for  the  purpose  of 
comparing  the  deposits  of  the  two 
years  ? 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Johit 
Morlet)  :  The  Report  has  not  been  dis- 
continued. As  I  stated  on  the  1st  in- 
stant, the  last  one  is  dated  as  recently 
asthe  10th  ultimo.  There  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  accuracy  of  these  Reports. 
The  balance  sheets  of  the  banks  include 
items  that  are  necessarily  ezduded  from 
the  Report,  which  is  intended  to  showi 
as  nearly  as  possible,  the  cash  balances 
on  deposit  receipt  and  current  account 
of  Irish  dspoattors.  I  need  only  refer 
to  such  items  as  the  large  Englieb  buiii- 
ness  of  the  National  Bank,  which  is  in- 
cluded in  their  balance  sheet,  the  public 
account  of  the  Government  in  the  Bank 
of  Ireland,  and  bills  of  certain  kinds 
which  banks  include  in  their  cash 
balances,  to  show  that  a  comparison 
between  the  figures  in  the  Report  and 
the  balance  sheets  of  the  banks  is  quite 
fallacious.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there 
bos  been  a  decrease  in  these  deposits 
as  between  December  1882  and  Decern- 
ber  1885. 

NAVY— THE  aUEEN'S  REGULATIONS— 
PEOMOXION  OF  SEAMEN. 

OAPTAur  YERNEY  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty,  Having  r^ard  to 
Order  No.  352,  page  60,  of  the  Queen's 
Rflgidaticna  ana  Admiralty  Instrnetions, 
hdmng  oat  to  tba  Mamen  of  «he  DMt 
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bones  of  ipeeial  promotioa  for  utiof 
gaUantry  atkd  danng,  wUoh  Order  luw 
beea  stated  to  hare  remained  fer  thirtj- 
three  yeaw  a  dead  letter,  whether  he 
will  inform  the  House  if  it  be  the  inten- 
tion  of  the  Admiralty  eiUier  to  «aikcel 
that  Order  or  to  ffire  it  effect  ? 

Thr  SEOKETAEY  to  tot  ADMI- 
BALTY  (Mr.  Himbbbt):  The  present 
oondition  of  entry,  edueation,  and  pro- 
motion of  naval  officers  have  prorented 
hitherto  any  special  promotion  of  seamen 
to  commissioned  officer,  except  sach  as 
is  provided  for  in  the  commissioned 
ranks  of  chief  warrant  officer ;  and  the 
recent  wars  in  whidi  the  Kavyfaae  home 
part  have  not  been  of  such  a  nature, 
irom  a  naval  point  of  view,  as  to  give 
sufficient  reason  for  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  ^T0B  in  Uie  Artiolo  quoted  by 
the  hoo.  and  gallant  Member.  The  Ad- 
miralty do  not  intend  to  cancel  the 
Order,  as  if  we  were  involved  in  a  great 
luitional  struggle  it  might  have  a  very 
beneficial  effect. 

GOVERNMENT  OP  INDIA. 

LoBD  EANDOLPH  OHUfiOHILL 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Whether  the  Motion  for  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  Oovemment  of  India 
will  be  brought  forward  ? 

The  FIEST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
btore),  in  reply,  said,  he  had  heard  from 
his  noble  Fneud  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley) 
that  Notice  had  been  given  in  the  House 
of  Lords  of  a  Motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
Government  of  India.  The  consequent 
steps,  if  the  Lords  acceded  to  the  Mo- 
tion, would  be  taken  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  the  usual  form. 


OOREESPONDENCE  ON  THE  IRISH 
QUESTION. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  If  he  wilL  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the  Oor- 
respondenoe  on  the  Irish  Uueation,  in^ 
vited  in  his  letter  to  Ixird  de  Vesci,  that 
will  have  taken  place  before  the  1st  of 
April,  in  order  that  faeilitiee  may  be 
afforded  for  foming  an  opinion  on  the 
question  of  Irish  Legidation,  in  the 
same  joauwr  as  «i^yied  by  tii9  Cbveni- 
ment? 

Thb  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gi^sxoHB):  Tfa«jre  ue  two  reftsoos 
■why  I  cannot  gir»  a  iuin|4e  ft^mstiiro 


answer  to  this  Question.  One  is  that 
much  of  the  Correspondence  would  be  of 
a  private  and  miscellaneous  oluuracter— 
by  private  I  mean  repreeenttng  only  the 
opinions  of  private  individuals.  The 
other  reason  is,  that  the  communicatitmf 
which  I  may  receive  may,  in  many  cases, 
be  in  other  forme  than  writing,  Hi^ 
may  be  oral,  and  therefore  I  cannot  an- 
swer in  the  affirmative.  Ihavenodmibt, 
however,  that  there  will  be  reproeenta- 
tions — as,  indeed,  there  have  already 
been— from  public  bodies,  some  of  whidi 
it  may  be  expedient  to  place  before  the 
House.   That  I  will  oonstdor. 

LEASEHOLDS  ENFRANOHISKMBafT 

BILL. 

Me.  LAWSON  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  If  he  will  instruct  the 
Select  Committee  to  be  appointed  to  in< 
quire  into  the  terms  of  occupation  and 
the  compensation  for  improvements  pos< 
sessed  by  the  occupiers  of  town  houses  ia 
Great  Britain  and  Irdand,  to  include 
the  Leaseholds  Enfranchisement  Bill  ia 
their  examination  7 

Tub  FIEST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  E. 
GLADST0ME),_iu  reply,  said,  the  idea  was 
thrown  out  in  a  recent  discussion  on  an 
Irish  Bill,  and  such  an  intimation  as  that 
suggested  would  be  a  large  addition  to 
the  field  of  inquiry  of  that  Committee. 
He  did  not  say  that  there  would  be  any- 
thing wrong  in  it;  but  he  would  have  to 
know  a  little  more  of  the  views  of  the 
House  before  he  would  be  prepared  to 
give  a  pledge.  He  thought,  however, 
that  a  private  Member  might  very  fairly 
give  Notice  of  a  Motion  enlarging  the 
scope  of  the  Committee  in  tiia  manner 
indicated  by  the  hon.  Memher.  If  he 
did  so,  It  would  receive  oarefid  atten- 
tion. 


SUPPLY— ARMY  ESTIMATES. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  ariced  the  Knt 
of  the  Treasury,  When  he  '"twidwl 
tO-  take  the  Army  Estimatwf 

Mx.  GLADSTONE  said,  tkat  tfaa 
Anny  Estimates  would  be  taken  an  that 
day  fofftnight,  provided  snfflcint  pio- 
greas  were  SMde  m  &e  Monday  two- 
ooedhig  with  ^  Navy  Estimatee. 

Abt.  W.  H.  SMITH  said,  h*  hoped 
oopies  of  the  Estimates  would  be  wp- 
phed  to  Membflin  sone  day*  befom 
the  date  uaoaad  by  tits  right  hum.  6m|- 
tlemao* 
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OJtD^n  OF  THE  jDAY. 


SUFPLT.— GOUUITTBB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

MAINTENANCE  OF  SOCIAL  OiEDER 
(IRELAND).— RESOLUTION. 

Mb.  holmes,  in  rising  to  move — 

"  That  tbifl  Houee  is  unwilling  to  entertain 
EBtimates  for  the  Civil  EatabliBhmentd  in  Ire- 
land before  being:  plaoMl  in  possession  of  the 
policy  whicb  Uer  Miyesty's  Qovemment  intend 
to  pamu  for  Ute  restoration  and  maintenanco 
of  social  order  in  that  Country," 

said,  that  he  rose  to  address  the  House 
under  a  sense  of  deep  reaponsibilitj. 
He  should  not  have  brought  this  Amend- 
ment forward  had  he  not  oeon  convinced 
that  the  subject  waa  one  of  extreme 
urgency  and  of  very  ^rave  importance. 
He  need  not  apologize,  however,  for 
taking  the  coarse  which  he  intended  to 
take  that  evening.  The  first  duty  of 
any  Government  was  to  maintain  social 
Older ;  and  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the 
Government  of  the  day  had  failed  in. 
that  respect,  or  was  careless,  or  not 
entirely  in  earnest  about  preserving 
social  order  in  any  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Dominions,  it  became  not  only  the  right, 
but  the  actual  duty,  of  a  Member  of  that 
House,  who  represented  a  constituency 
situated  in  the  country  where  the  dis- 
order existed,  and  who  had  been  con- 
nected with  the  admiDistration  of  justice 
in  that  country,  to  take  eveiy  means  in 
his  power  to  impress  the  Government 
with  the  necessity  of  performing  their 
duty,  or  at  least  of  expUining  their  posi- 
tion. The  Government  had  at  all  times 
peculiar  means  of  forming  a  correct 
opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  any  part 
01  the  country ;  and,  that  being  so,  the 
House  had  some  reason  to  oomplaiathat 
in  ooDneotion  wi^  the  present  state  of 
affairs  in  Ireland  it  hod  n<»t  received  the 
aBfiista&ce  and  guidance  which  on  foltner 
ocoaaioDS  it  had  generally  obtained,  aad 
which  at  all  times  it  had  a  right  to  ex- 
peot.  The  question  of  eocial  order  in 
Ireland  had  been  much  discussed  of  lace. 
They  bad  heard  on  all  adee  that  Ireland 
was  in  a>dangerouB  condition ;  but  not^ 
withstanding  ^lat,  and  notwithstanding 
that  upon  the  fizst  oocaakm  when  the 
House  met  after  the  change  of  Mioislay, 


hisrighthon.FriendtheMembexfor'Weflt 
Btdstol  (Sir  Michael  Hioks-Beach)  chal- 
lenged in  the  most  pointed  way  the  Irish 
Chief  Secretary  to  make  a  statement  at 
to  the  condition  of  Ireland,  no  definite 
information  had  yet  been  given  by  any 
Member  of  the  Government.  It  was 
true  that  the  Prime  Minister  had,  on 
more  than  one  oocasion,  used  the  ex- 
preesion  "social  order"  in  connection 
with  Ireland ;  but  they  had  not  heud 
from  him  what  his  own  opinion  was 
as  to  whether  the  conditioi  of  that 
country  with  regard  to  eocial  <»der  was 
now  satisfactory  or  tiie  reverse ;  and  if 
it  were  unaatisfaetory,  to;  what  exisnt, 
and  in  what  way,  that  unsatiefaatory 
condition  was  made  manifest.  Under 
those  ciroumstances,  it  would  be  neoes> 
sarj  for  him  on  the  present  occasion  to 
endeavour  from  other  sources,  and  by 
facta  and  infereaces  which  could  hardly 
be  denied,  to  describe  the  state  of  Ireland . 
For  that  purpose  it  would  be  necessary 
to  go  back  a  little ;  but  he  would  pro- 
mise the  House  that  he  was  not  about 
to  enter  upon  any  matters  of  ancient  his- 
tory, and  that  ^  »i^^g.|o  jay  gone 
transactions        \M\  4<BBu:e  to 

enter  into  an^^  Jfjirl^,!^ 
which  seemed^  as  uubet- 

coming  as  they  w^f^VlfWv,  ge,,T»# 
ask  the  House  to  consider  if  there  was 
any  material  from  \vliicli  tlipy  could 
judge  of  tho  cciiiditioii  uf  iruland  aa  re- 
garded social  onlcr  in  the  mouth  of 
May  in  last  jeai-.  At  that  tiiuo  tho 
Executive  in  Jrulund  had  for  almost 
three  years  been  {jjovernini^  tliu  country 
by  means  of  an  Aot  passed  in  1882, 
in  the  carrying  of  which  the  late 
Liberal  Administration  received  the  lojol 
assistance  of  the  Conservative  Party  in 
the  House.  That  Act  did  a  very  good 
and  a  very  effective  work.  Crime,  out- 
rage, and  all  those  offences  described  as 
agrarian,  which  had  risen  to  an  enor- 
mous amount  in  18S1  and  1882,  towards 
the  end  of  1883  were  reduced,  he  was 
ready  to  admit,  to  a  very  great  extent 
from  the  operation  of  that  statute, 
to  about  one-third  of  the  number  in 
1B8I  and  1882.  For  the  15  or  16 
months  that  followed  the  year  1883, 
and  up  to  May,  1884,  those  offences,  as 
regarded  Aeir  character  and  nulnber, 
remained  almost  uniform.  In  the  month 
of  May,  1884,  there  was  a  decided  im- 
provement as  compared  with  1881  and 
1682;  but  he  thought  be  was  justified 
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in  sajing  that  a  reference  to  fitatiatice 
wonld  enow  that  the  state  of  things 
was  far  from  fiatiafactory ;  for,  although 
an  improvement  existed  as  compared 
with  1881  and  1882,  if  they  made  a 
compariBon  with  the  6ve-and-a-helf 
years  of  Lord  Beacomfield's  Administra- 
tion they  would  find  that  fhose  crimes 
and  outrages  were,  at  all  events,  two- 
fold, if  not  three-fold,  more  than  daring 
those  five-and-a-half  years.  In  the 
month  of  May,  1885,  Her  Majesty's  then 
Government,  presided  over  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  now  Prime  Minister, 
who  had  the  assietance  of  many  of  the 
Members  of  his  present  Administration, 
undertook,  he  had  no  doubt  in  the 
most  careful,  anxions,  and  circumspect 
way,  the  consideration  of  this  question; 
and  what  was  the  conclusion  arrived  at 
by  them  and  announced  to  the  House  at 
the  end  of  May  or  the  beginning  of 
June  ?  They  were  told  that,  although 
that  Parliament  was  then  expiring,  they 
had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  Ireland  that 
some  portion  of  the  statute  should  be  re- 
enactm.  He  did  not  think  it  was  ever 
definitely  stated  in  the  House  what  were 
the  particalar  provisions  it  was  deter- 
mined to  submit  to  the  House  for  re- 
newal ;  but  he  (fathered  from  a  letter  to 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
that  the  provisions  it  was  proposed  tore- 
new  consisted  of  almost  all  the  provisions 
that  had  been  in  practical  use — in  other 
words,  all  the  useful  and  efifective  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1882.  What  was 
the  natural  inference  from  that  ?  It 
was  that  the  condition  of  Ireland,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  then  Government,  was 
in  the  months  of  May  and  June  last  year 
BO  grave  that  it  required  immediate 
legi^ation  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
law.  Circumstances  occurred,  as  they 
all  remembered,  in  the  month  of  June 
of  the  same  year  which  led  to  the 
then  Government  being  replaced  by 
the  Administration  of  Lord  Salisbury. 
[^Ironical  Irish  cheera.']  He  was  quite 
prepared  to  hear  from  time  to  time  that 
cry  from  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way, which  he  supposed  he  was  bound 
by  courtesy  to  doscribe  as  a  cheer ;  but 
he  could  assure  hon.  Members  that  he 
would  proceed  with  his  observations 
regardless  whether  the  cheers  were  in 
one  direction  or  the  other.  The  first 
question  the  Adminiatration  of  Ijord 

Jfr.  Moim* 


Salisbury  had  to  take  into  considentioo 
was  the  very  same  question  their  Pre- 
decessors had  to  consider,  and  ia  con- 
nection with  which  they  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  to  which  he  had  referred. 
The  House  was  aware  that  after  tliit 
uestion  had  been  carefully  considered 
y  that  Adminiatration  they  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Act  miefat  be 
allowed  to  lapse  for  the  perioa  fhit 
would  intervene  until  a  Fatfiaisent  «aa 
returned  by  the  new  electorate.  There 
was  no  portion  of  the  policy  of  Lord 
Salisbury's  Government  that  had  been 
more  attacked  by  hon.  and  rij^bt  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  than  the  resolution 
not  to  renew  the  Crimes  Act.  That  was 
the  only  portion  of  the  policy  of  tlut 
Government  that  had  been  attacked  in 
any  general  way.  As  regarded  the 
fbreigQ  policy  of  that  Administration, 
as  regarded  its  Colonial  policy,  as  re- 
garded its  domestic  policy  they  had 
heard  little  or  nothing  but  praise  from 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  He  vas 
not  rising  on  the  present  occasioa  to 
defend  the  resolution  then  anived  at, 
and  he  would  at  once  teU  right  hm. 
Gentiemen  opposite  the  reason  why  he 
did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  defend 
it.  It  was  this— that  if  the  House  con- 
sidered that  the  conclusion  at  vhicli 
Lord  Salisbury's  Government  arrived 
was  erroneous,  it  strengthened  ahnn- 
dred,  even  a  thousand -fold,  the  ail- 
ment which  he  was  now  impressing  upon 
the  House.  There  was  one  matter  to 
which  he  wished  to  call  attention  in 
this  connection,  and  that  was  that  at 
the  time  when  that  policy  waa  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  by  Lord  Saliabui^i 
Administration  it  was  not  stated  in 
the  House  or  elsewhere  that  ia  tbair 

J'udgment  the  social  condition  of  Ire> 
and  was  in  a  satisfiactory  state.  Tbs 
only  thing  stated  was  that,  having  re- 
gard to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  time,  to  the  fact  that  Pariiaawot 
was  then  expiring,  to  the  fact  Hiti 
any  renewal  of  that  measure  must  be 
of  a  temporary  character,  and  having 
regard  to  the  belief  that  the  lapse  of 
that  measure  would  not  be  followed  by 
any  outburst  of  crime,  the  GoTemment 
came  to  the  conclusion  that,  under  the 
special  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
Act  should  not  be  renewed.  He  wonld 
also  state  that  iu  forming  that  opinio" 
he  believed  the  Government  were  toi- 
ther  iufluenoed  by  the  hope  that  if  ^ 
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land  were  relieved  from  the  excepfciDiial 
legislation  against  which  she  nad  so 
vigorously  protested,  if  she  were  treated 
in  this  respect  iu  a  spirit  of  trust  and 
confidence,  the  good  feeling  of  the  in- 
habitants themselves  would  operate  in 
the  direction  of  law  and  order,  and  that 
in  this  way  a  distinct  and  positive  im- 
provement might  be  obtained.  "What- 
ever might  be  said  with  regard  to  other 
anticipations,'  he  regretted  to  say  that 
that  hope  was  not  realized ;  and,  in 
80  far  as  that  hope  was  concerned,  the 
experiment  proved  totally  and  entirely 
unsucceBsful. 

Mb.  W.  O'BRIEN:  Why  did  yon  not 
say  that  before  the  General  Election  ? 

Mb.  holmes,  continuing,  said,  he 
made  that  admission  frankly  and  fairly ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  declared  there 
never  was  a  more  ridionlous  or  absurd 
proposition  brought  forward  with  re- 
ference to  Ireland  than  the  one  sug- 
gested, he  believed,  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  when  he  said  that 
the  step  thus  taken  by  Lord  Salisbury's 
Administration  changed  for  ever  the 
policy  of  Irish  government.  Statesmen 
who  were  thinting  of  renouncing  opi- 
nions but  recently  expressed,  and  of  un- 
saying words  that  had  been  recently 
spoken,  were  very  frequently  driven  to 
find  extraordinary  explanations;  but  he 
would  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Qentle* 
man,  if  he  was,  contemplating  any  ter- 
giTersation  of  that  kind,  that  it  would  be 
prudentof  him  toseleotsomemorereason- 
able  explanation.  In  fact,  he  thought 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wished 
to  justify  his  own  change  of  opinion 
by  a  change  of  policy  taken  in  reference 
to  Ireland  by  a  Government  just  coming 
into  power,  he  might  refer  to  what  was 
done  in  that  conneotion  by  a  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  was  a  Member  when 
it  assumed  Office  in  1880,  and  when,  at 
a  most  critical  period  of  that  country's 
history,  it  determined  to  abandon  that 
Peace  Preservation  Act  whioh  had  been 
in  existence  over  30  years,  and  the  re- 
newal of  which  was  considered  by  its 
Predecessors  to  be  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  public  safety.  He  now  came  to 
the  period  during  which,  as  regarded 
the  state  of  Ireland,  he  had  consider- 
able knowledge,  and  as  to  which  he 
might  be  even  permitted  to  speak  with 
some  degree  of  authority.  Being  re- 
aponstble  to  a  considerable  extent  for 
the  administration  of  justice  in  Ireland 

VOL.  OOOn.    [xHntD  sEitiES.] 


during  tiie  last  months  of  1885,  he  ap- 
plied himself  to  the  task  with  whatever 
abilities  he  possessed,  and  certainly  with 
unremitting  attention.  The  Criminal 
Law  was  put  in  force  on  every  possible 
occasion;  every  effort  was  made  to. 
maintain  the  reign  of  law  and  order ; 
but,  nevertheless,  the  social  condition  of 
the  country  did  not  improve.  As  re- 
garded  crime  and  outrage,  and  those 
offences  which  found  their  way  into 
criminal  statistics,  he  did  not  say  that, 
as  compared  with  the  month  of  May 
and  previous  months,  there  was  a 
marked  deterioration;  but  so  far  as 
there  was  a  change  it  was  a  chan^  for 
the  worse.  He  had  heard  it  said  by 
Gmtlemen  below  the  Gai^ay  on  that 
side  that  during  that  period  Ireland 
was  never  more  peaceful  and  free  from 
crime.  He  could  only  say  that,  so  far 
as  there  was  a  change  from  the  month 
of  May,  it  was  a  change  for  the  worse, 
and  especially  iu  the  last  months  of  the 
year  it  was  more  marked ;  and  he  would 
ask,  if  the  state  of  the  country  was  not 
satisfactory  in  the  month  of  May  as  re- 
garded crime  and  outrage,  how  could  it 
be  contended  that  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  it  never  was  more  peaceful 
and  safe  ?  So  far  as  regarded  the  num- 
ber of  criminals ;  bat  wnen  they  turned 
away  from  the  mere  enumeration  to  con- 
eider  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
crimes  committed,  and  the  circumstances 
by  which  they  were  attended,  the  pic- 
ture became  much  more  melancholy.  In 
this  country,  and  in  many  others,  it  was 
often  said,  and  said  truly,  that  crime, 
as  a  rule,  was  the  work  ox  the  criminal 
classes,  who  had  broken  away  from  re- 
straint, set  society  at  defiance,  and  en- 
tered upon  a  regular  life  of  lawless- 
ness. It  was  not  so  long  ago  that  the 
same  description  might  have  been  ap- 
plied to  crime  in  Ireland.  They  had  in 
years  past  crimes  connected  with  "White- 
boyism,"  and  with  "Moonlighting;" 
and  apologists  had  given  extraordinary 
explanations  of  those  crimes.  They  had 
been  told  that  they  were  all  the  work  of' 
the  police  ;  at  other  times  that  they  were 
the  work  of  landlords ;  at  other  times 
that  they  were  the  work  of  the  agents 
of  To^  Governments ;  and  more  gene- 
rally thai  they  were  the  work  of  Liberal 
Governments.  He  supposed  that  that 
allegation  would  not  be  accepted.  But 
they  were  also  told  that  those  crimes  were 
oommitted  by  persons  who  oame  troia 
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a  distance  into  disbiota  where  tliey 
took  plaoe,  and  that  they  did  not  point 
to  any  general  demoralisation.  Nov, 
he  had  looked  vith  great  oare  into  thoee 
oriines  which  were  committed  in  Ireland 
in  the  latter  part  of  1 885  ;  and  he  re- 
gretted to  say  that,  as  far  as  he  could 
jndge,  they  were  committed  by  men 
in  the  immediate  dietriot  where  they 
oconrred,  and  whoee  antecedents  and 
general  character  would  lead  to  the  pre- 
aumption  that  they  w&re  law-abiding  ; 
and  It  was  to  be  observed  that  the  cri- 
ming received  the  eympatby  and  pro- 
tection of  the  people  in  the  districts  in 
which  the  crimes  were  committed.  He 
did  not  make  that  statement  on  his  own 
respansibilify  only ;  it  was  supported  by 
facts  aad  evidence.  Some  of  the  Moon- 
lighters about  the  end  of  last  year  were 
detected  and  brooght  tojustioe.  They 
were  tried  and  convicted.  In  every 
eiogle  instance,  as  far  as  he  remem- 
bered, they  were  committed  by  farmers 
or  eons  of  farmers  who  lived  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood,  and  who  re- 
ceived, and  in  all  other  respects  deserved, 
an  excellent  character ;  and  in  almost 
every  instance  witnesses  of  the  same 
description  were  produced  for  the  de- 
fence in  support  of  fabricated  state- 
ments, fbr  the  purpose  of  rendering 
oonviotions  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 
["Oh!"]  He  Sfud  fabricated  state- 
ments, because  the  verdict  of  the  jaty 
must  be  taken  as  coaolutive  on  thia  point. 
All  that  pointed  to  a  different  state  of 
things  than  that  those  crimes  were  the 
workof  the  merely  ordinary  criminal  class 
— it  pointed  to  a  widespread  demoraliza- 
tion. Bnt  other  circumstances  told  the 
same  story.  Reference  had  been  made  in 
that  House  to  what  was  called  the  Cortin 
murder  case.  That  murder  had  been 
described  by  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland asanunfortunatedeath.  ["Hear, 
hear!'*  and  "No!"]  Certainly,  that 
word  had  been  used  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. 

The  chief  SEOEETAET  for  IEE- 
I/A.NI)  (Mr.  JoHir  Morlet)  :  I  used  the 
word  "death,"  but  instantly  altered  it. 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman why  he  did  not  indict  Casey  for 
murder  ? 

Mb.  holmes  said,  he  supposed  that 
ihe  question  just  pot  to  him  covered  a 
suggestion  tihat  the  death  was  not  a  muT'- 
der.  He  woold  tell  the  right  hon.Oen- 
Ueman  why  they  did  not  indict  Oomj 


for  murder.  Th^  ^id  noft  iii£et  hun 
for  murder  beeause  he  had  left  the  plaee 
and  had  abandoned  the  nndertakbig  en- 
tirely and  completely  before  the  murder 
was  committed ;  and  by  a  well-known 
rule  of  law,  though  he  was  guilty-  of 
one  of  the  most  serious  offenoaB,  it 
would  not  amount  to  murder.  But 
Mr.  Gurtin  was  shot  at  and  murdered. 
The  man  who  fired  the  fatal  shot  was 
a  murderer,  and  the  man  who  died 
from  the  shot  was  a  murdered  man. 
He  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentlman 
would  l)e  satisfied  with  that  explanatioa. 
Former  Chief  Secretaries  for  Ireland 
had  applied  to  murder  the  name  that  it 
generally  bore ;  and,  as  regarded  the 
administration  of  justice  in  Ireland,  it 
wonld  be  just  as  well  that  tiiat  practice 
should  be  continued.  He  now  came  to 
the  case  itself.  Considerable  mttantioa 
was  attracted  to  the  case,  by  reason  of 
the  heroic  conduct  of  members  of  the 
family;  but  in  other  respects  it  was 
a  rery  typical  case,  and  all  its  droam- 
stances  might  be  taken  as  an  illus- 
tration of  the  state  of  things.  Mr. 
Curtin  was  a  man  who,  as  far  as  any- 
one had  been  able  to  ascertain,  had 
always  lived  a  peaceable  and  blam^ces 
life,  unle68,  indeed,  it  was  considered  as 
an  offence  to  be  a  little  more  proaperocs 
than  his  neighbours,  and  to  haTo  paid 
his  rent.  He  had  committed  no  oSence, 
as  far  as  he  understood.  A  band  of 
marauders,  however,  attacked  hufamily 
and  his  home.  They  were  oompond  ik 
fanners  living  in  the  neighbourhood, 
having  no  just  fault  to  find  with  him, 
and  yet  they  engaged  in  Uiat  expedition. 
When  that  band  entered  his  house  &eve 
were  in  it,  in  addition  to  the  memb^ 
of  the  family,  six  farm  servants  who  had 
been  living  there  for  years,  and  who 
were  as  strong  and  stalwart  as  any  to 
be  found  in  the  country.  Those  ^im 
servants  had  no  quarrel  with  their  em- 
ployer. They  were  attached  to  him,  as 
he  understood;  but,  beiog  there,  they 
said  no  word  and  raised  no  hand  to  pro- 
tect him  or  the  family.  In  a  civilized 
Christian  country  could  anything  be 
more  demoralizing  and  more  degrading 
than  that?  That  was  a  typical  ease. 
There  lay  two  corpses  there  after  the 
terrible  oceurrenoe.  One  was  the  body 
of  the  head  of  the  family — ^the  man  who 
had  stood  up  in  defmee  of  hhi  mopeity 
and  the  people  afoont  him,  and  whoee 
very  last  words  befim  be  zveeind  tfae 
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latal  dioi  were  vords  of  moderation  and 
Idndlineas.  The  other  was  the  body  of 
the  man  vho  was  shot  with  a  mask  od 
his  face  and  a  gvn  in  bis  band,  which  he 
had  dibobarged  but  a  few  moments  be- 
fore against  the  bead  of  that  family. 
With  which  of  those  two  men  was  the 

general  public  sympathy  of  the  neigh- 
ourhood  ?  It  was  stated  at  the  time, 
and  never  contradicted,  that  a  few  days 
after,  on  the  following  Sunday,  after 
Mass  had  been  celebrated  and  the  cIm^- 
man  was  addresaing  the  congregation 
and  referring  witb  respect  to  the  mur- 
dered man's  memory,  the  congregation 
rose  and  left  the  chapel.  That  bad  nerer 
been  contradicted;  it  was  true;  but  it 
had  been  Mplained,  and  the  explanation 
proved  his  ease.  It  was  said  that  the 
congregation  left  the  chapel,  not  on  ac- 
count of  what  was  said,  bnt  to  attraid 
the  funeral  of  the  dead  Moonlighter, 
And  there  were  those  two  foneral 
processions ;  the  one  that  was  fol- 
lowed merely  by  the  members  of 
the  Ourtin  family ;  and  the  other  that 
of  the  dead  morderra*,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  almost  all  the  neighbours. 
But  that  was  not  all.  The  members  of 
the  murdered  man's  family,  as  they  were 
hound  in  duty  to  do,  gave  evidence  in 
the  ease.  They  did  not  seem  to  desire 
to  bring  homo  the  goilt  of  the  accused ; 
they  oeotainly  gave  their  evidence  with- 
ont  any  apparent  omaau  or  desire  for 
veogeanoe.  A  short  time  after  they 
appeared  as  witnesses  they  returned  to 
the  place  in  the  neighbourhood  where 
they  nad  always  lived,  and  where  op  to 
then  they  had  been  respected.  How 
were  they  received  ?  Did  non.  Members 
forget  the  way  in  which  this  family  were 
received  by  the  people  when  they  at- 
tended service  at  ohnrob,  or  the  attack 
which  was  made  on  the  chapel  itself, 
and  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  prelate 
of  the  diocese  to  announce  that  religious 
service  would  be  suspended  for  several 

Mb.  FABKELL:  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  aod  learned  Gentleman  if  he 
will  inform  the  House  as  to  the  date  of 
the  murder  of  Mr.  Ourtin  ? 

Mk.  holmes  :  No;  I  cannot  inform 
the  Honse.  Nor  can  I  see  that  the  date 
can  make  the  murder  one  whit  less 
frightfal  a  crimA,  nor  the  sympathisers 
with  that  murder  one  whit  leas  gailW. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  It  was  in 
November,  before  the  <3«ttenl  Election. 
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Mb.  HOIiMSS  Biud,  he  presumed 
that  hon.  Members  most  feel  that  there 
was  something  to  answer  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  and  bethought  their  answers 
might  be  little  more  relevant.  He  bad 
referred  to  what  inference  could  be 
drawn  from  the  statisttee  of  crime,  and 
aUo  to  the  inference  which  could  be 
drawn  from  the  character  of  that  crime, 
and  the  ciroumstances  which  had  at- 
tended it.  He  bad  shown  that  even  in 
the  month  of  May  it  was  necessary,  in 
the  opinion  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  that  there  should  be  some  re- 
pressive legislation  which  could  actually 
brook  no  delay,  and  which  became  much 
more  importantin  December  of  last  year. 
It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  judge  the 
social  condition  of  any  country,  no  matter 
where  it  was  situated,  by  criminal  statis- 
tics alone.  As  far  as  Ireland  was  con- 
cerned, the  statistics  of  crime  and  out- 
rage reflected  but  a  small  light  on  the 
social  oondition  of  that  land.  He  as- 
serted without  fear  of  contradiction  that 
in  Ireland  a  terrible  tyranny  was  spread- 
ing over  the  three  Provinces.  When 
the  Land  League  was  suppressed  for  its 
illegal  acts,  the  Qovernment  of  the  day, 
having  behind  it  an  Act  which  enabled 
the  Executive  upon  the  warrant  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  imprison  any  person 
throughout  the  country,  allowed  within 
a  short  time  the  National  League  to 
epriog  up.  This  body  increased  in 
strength  wd  in  power ;  and  he  bad  not 
the  smallest  doubt  that  right  h<m.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite,  when  ooneidering  this 
matter  in  May,  wne  impressed  with  the 
power  which  the  Natiomd  League  pos- 
sessed. Even  at  that  time — aye,  and 
long  before  that  time — it  was  exercising 
a  kind  of  intimidation  which  made  it 
almost  impossible  for  any  man  to  use 
his  personal  liberty.  As  far  as  he  was 
aware,  or  could  judge,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1882 
were  calculated  to  produce  much  effect, 
if  any,  on  the  intimidation  carried  out 
by  that  League.  He  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  noble  Earl  who  was 
then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  had 
Gome  to  a  somewhat  different  •opinion ; 
but  he  tliought  it  must  be  admitted 
that  that  intimidation  had  become  of 
such  a  character  that^  though  some 
ohedc  might  be  placed  on  it  ^  the 
providons  of  the  Statute,  yet  an  e£foctive 
oheck  that  Act  was  not.  Thcnr  found 
month  by  month  that  theNationalLeagno 
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increased  in  power  and  in  inflnence, 
until  at  laist,  towards  the  end  of  18R5, 
it  orershadowed  not  mereW  the  three 
FroTi'nces,  but  the  paraljzed  administra- 
tion of  the  law  and  the  Queen's  autho- 
rity in  those  Provineea.  There  was  not 
a  single  act  of  eocial  life  in  which  it  did 
not  presume  to  judge  between  man  and 
man.  It  dictated  to  the  master  what 
servant  he  should  employ,  and  to  the 
servant  what  roaster  he  should  serve. 
It  dictated  to  the  merchaut  and  the 
shopkeeper  whom  he  should  supply  with 
necessaries,  and  from  whom  he  should 
buy  goods.  In  short,  there  was  no 
social  relation  of  life  into  which  the 
tyranny  of  that  body  was  not  carried. 
Ho  believed  that  he  spoke  of  things 
which  were  generally  known.  The 
House  might  remember  that  during  the 
Licensing  Sessions  in  Ireland  hold  in 
October  and  November  lost,  in  almost 
every  county  in  the  South  and  West  of 
Ireland  it  was  necessary  to  oppose 
Koences  given  to  publicans,  who  were 
the  only  purveyors  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,  because  at  the  dictation  of  the 
League  they  refused  to  supply  persons 
who  came  under  the  ban  of  the  League. 
In  November  such  was  the  difficulty  of 
serving  legal  process  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  Judges  to  direct  that  that 

f)roce8s  should  be  sent  by  post.  Not 
ong  ago  the  House  was  engaged  in  cou- 
sidering  a  Supplementaiy  Constabulary 
Vote,  which  was  needed  because  the 
Constabulary  could  not  hire  cars,  and 
actually  could  not  obtain  the  neceEsaries 
of  life.  It  was  necessai^,  therefore,  to 
supply  capital  wherewiu  they  might 
buy  cars,  establish  depots  for  food,  and 
forges  at  which  they  could  shoe  their 
horses.  As  regarded  this  part  of  the 
matter,  he  would  appeal  to  events  which 
could  hardly  be  denied.  In  the  first 
place,  he  appealed  to  a  late  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland.  The  Government  of 
Ireland  was  entrusted  to  a  capable  and 
conscientious  body  of  public  servants. 
Those  men  had  no  interest  except  to 
perform  their  duty.  He  would  appeal 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  item- 
ber  for  the  Border  Burghs  (Mr.  Tre- 
velyan)  whether  or  not  he  could  bear 
out  his  testimony  that  these  men  could 
be  trusted  and  could  perlbrm  their  duty  ? 
[Mr.  Treveltait  expressed  assent.]  A 
few  days  ago  he  was  reading  a  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  which,  in  a 
most  generous  spirit^  he  described  the  I 
Mr.  Malmet 


men  from  the  Judge  to  the  oonstable  as 
a  body  of  public  SArronts  who  were 
thoroughly  to  be  trusted.   It  would  \n, 
and  had  been,  the  duty  of  persons  in 
that  position  to  make  representations  on 
this  point.   They  made  reports,  and  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
always  to  obtain  them.    He  challenged 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  whetiier 
the  information  which  oould  be  obtained 
from  that  authentic  source  did  not  show 
the  country  might  be  painted  as  black 
colours  as  he  had  described  it?  He 
asked  hon.  Members,  however,  if  they 
wanted  authentic  information  on  this 
point,  to  read  the  Nationalist  newspapers 
which  were  published  in  Ireland  during 
October,  November,  and  December  last. 
What  would  they  find?    They  would 
find  that  records  of  the  branches  of  the 
National  League  were  kept,  and  the  way 
in  which  the  League  was  carrying 
its  influence  through  every  cnTcle  of 
society,  rendering  indiridnal  action  in 
any  way  almost  impossible.    He  knew 
that  a  week  or  two  ago  a  letter  was 
written  by  an  hon.  Member  on  the  sub- 
ject of  what  were  called  Land  League 
Courts,  and  they  were  told  that  such 
Courts  did  not  exist.   But  the  House 
was  not  altogether  under  the  dominion 
of  words  ;  they  might  sometimes  look  at 
facts.   If  a  man  was  summoned  before 
the  National  League  he  was  described 
as  having  been  "invited;"  and  if  he 
was  subjected   to  a  trial  they  were 
told  that  be  had  "  submitted  to  arbitra- 
tion;" andifjudgmentwas  passed  upon 
him  they  were  told  that  "  advice  *'  vas 
given  him.   When  the  master    a  hun- 
dred legions  sat  down  before  a  small 
and  undefended  fortress  and  invited  it 
to  surrender,  it  was  an  invitation  whi<^ 
was  not  likely  to  be  refused.    In  the 
same  way,  when  a  footpad  presented  a 
pistol  at  the  breast  of  a  travellw  and 
"invited"  him  to  hand  over  his  puree, 
such  an  invitation  could  not  be  lightly 
regarded.    They  knew  tiiat  the  ' '  invita- 
tion "  of  the  National  League  was  equi- 
valent to  a  command  which  could  not  be 
disobeyed,  and  they  knew  that  the  "  ad- 
vice" tendered  was  far  more  effioacioos 
than  the  judgment  of  any  Court,  end  had 
far  more  terrible  sanctions  behind  it. 
Such  was  the  state  of  Ireland,  as  he  be- 
lieved, in  the  month  of  December  last 
year,  and  in  the  beginning  of  Jasnai;  of 
the  present  year.  It  was  the  duty  of 
Her  M^esty's  Ooranment  to  take 
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i'lat  matter  into  their  most  serioue  con- 
sideration. [The  CnANOELLOR  of  the 
I'^lxoHEQUEK  (Sir  William  Harcourt): 
Hear,  hear !]  He  could  tell  the  rieht 
hon.  Gentleman  who  cheered  ironiculy 
that  it  received  as  serious  oonuderation 
as  any  subject  ever  received  at  the 
hands  of  any  Government,  not,  as  had 
been  stated  again  and  again,  within  a 
day  or  two  of  Parliament  meeting,  but 
at  a  considerable  period  before  that.  It 
was  fully  discussed  and  considered,  and 
the  remedies  to  be  applied  in  order  to 
counteract  those  evils  were  not  allowed 
to  remain  in  any  shadowy  form,  but  were 
reduced  to  writing,  aud  in  that  form  dis- 
cussed and  considered  too.  There  was 
no  want  of  elaboration  and  care,  and 
the  only  reason  why  a  measure  was 
not  announced  before  the  fourth  day 
of  the  Session  vas  because  a  change 
in  the  personiesponstble  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  took  pUce  at  that 
period.  It  was  natural,  therefore,  that, 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
W.  p.  Smith)  had  iavestigatod  this 
matter  with  the  greatest  care,  and  had 
gone  through  the  Reports  with  the 
greatest  accuracy — although  ho  h  ad 
seen  the  provisious  which  were  sug' 
gested  as  a  remedy  to  counteract  the 
evils— it  was  natural  that  the  new 
official  should  say  that  he  must  per- 
sonally see  some  of  the  important  per- 
sons in  Ireland  before  he  gave  his  sane- 
lion.  If  hon.  Members  were  to  assume 
Office  in  similar  circumstances  they 
would  do  the  same.  Was  there  any  un- 
necessary delay  on  the  subject  7  Some 
doubts  had  been  su^ested  that  there 
was  no  measure  in  preparation.  He 
spoke  of  a  thing  which  he  knew,  and  he 
knew  that  not  only  was  the  measure  in 
preparation,  but  it  had  been  prepared ; 
and  when  the  late  Ohancellor  of  the 
Kzcheqner  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
announced  his  intention  to  submit  the 
measure  to  Parliament,  it  might  have 
been  laid  at  that  moment  on  the  Table 
of  the  House.  lie  could  further  say 
that  long  before  that  lime  the  provisions 
embodied  in  that  measure  had  been 
fully  discussed  and  had  been  reduced  to 
the  form  of  a  Statute ;  so  that,  in  point 
of  fact,  there  was  no  foundalion  fur  the 
allegations  that  what  was  done  by  the 
late  Government  was  a  thing  quickly 
conceived  and  very  hastily  executed. 
In  the  drcumstances  he  had  de- 
scribed  there  came  a  change  of  Govern- 


meut.  The  new  Government  was  prac- 
tically that  which  was  in  power  in  the 
preceding  May.  If  it  had  Uien  con* 
sidered  repressive  legislation  necessary ; 
and  if  the  state  oi  Ireland  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year  were  what  he  had  described,  how 
was  it  to  be  explained  that  the  present 
Government  had  not  taken  some  steps 
in  reference  to  the  serious  question 
of  social  order?  Under  the  circum- 
stances he  had  mentioned,  surely  it  was 
the  first  duty  of  the  Government  at  the 
earliest  moment  to  consider  the  social 
condition  of  Ireland;  and  he  presumed 
that  that  duty  was  done.  Yet  not  a 
word  hod  been  heard  from  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  in  reference  to  that 
question.  There  had,  however,  been 
some  indications  to  which  he  would 
refer.  In  drawing  an  inferenco  from 
words  of  the  Prime  Minister  he  was  ap- 
proaching a  matter  of  some  difficulty ; 
out  it  was  a  difficulty  he  would  en- 
deavour to  overcome.  The  right  hon. 
hon.  Gentleman  hod  two  or  three  times 
spoken  of  social  order  in  Ireland  as  a 
question  deserving  most  serious  con- 
sideration ;  and  it  was  not  an  unreason- 
able inference  to  draw  from  that  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleuian  considered  that  as 
regarded  social  order  Ii'uland  was  in  an 
unsatisfactory  state.  It  was  not  said 
that  social  order  in  Scotland  required 
careful  consideration,  because  law  and 
order  prevailed  there.  Furthermore,  it 
was  said  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Govemmout  to  propose  repressive 
legislation  ;  but  that  was  generally  ac- 
companied by  the  qualification  "  at  pre- 
sent," or  "  immediately ; "  it  wa%  there- 
fore, not  unreasonable  to  assume  that  it 
might  be  necessary  at  a  very  early  date 
to  introduce  such  legislation.  There 
was  difficulty  in  attaching  a  meaning  to 
the  term  "at  present"  unless  it  would 
justify  some  such  inference.  Within  the 
last  few  days  a  noble  Earl,  better  ac- 
quainted than  any  other  noble  Lord, 
perhaps,  with  the  state  of  Ireland,  had 
said  that  it  was  worse — a  hundred-fold 
worse — than  it  was  in  May  or  Juno  last. 
It  might,  therefore,  be  assumed  that  ho 
had  not  now  drawn  any  exaggerated  or 
too  highly-coloured  pictureof  ulo  slate  of 
Ireland.  If  that  wei*e  so,  what  was  the 
reason  why  it  had  not  received  the  im- 
mediate attention  of  the  Government? 
It  mij^t,  perhaps,  be  said  that  some 
improvement  had  taken  place  recently ; 
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but,  at  all  events,  suoh  improvement 
was  not  due  to  any  action  of  the  Qovern- 
znent.  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
had  made  no  positive  announcement  on 
the  subject.  He  remained  silent  when 
challenged.  If  theOfaief  Sewetai^  had 
any  doubts  remaining,  he  appealed  to 
him  to  resolve  them  that  evening,  or  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  Chief  Secretary, 
it  was  true,  had  said  that  under  certain 
ciroumstances,  and  within  certain  limi- 
tations, he  reserved  it  to  himself  to 
decide  whether  military  force  should  be 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  c£irrying 
out  decree  of  eviction.  [*'  Hear,  hear ! "] 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman  cheered  that 
statement;  but  what  was  it  that  he 
cheered  ?  How  could  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary know,  when  the  judgment  of  a 
Court  was  produced  to  him,  whether  it 
covered  a  shadowy  right  or  a  substantial 
one  ?  For  that  was  what  he  undertook 
to  decide.  That  view  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  repagnant  to  every  prin- 
oiple  of  justice,  law,  and  equity.  Earl 
Spencer  had,  within  the  last  few  days, 
described  the  state  of  Ireland  as  much 
worse  at  present  than  it  was  in  May  or 
June  last.  If  this  were  so,  what  reason 
was  there  why  this  question  should  not 
receive  immediate  attention  ?  Could  it 
be  said  that  any  improvement  had  taken 
place  in  the  country  since  the  present 
Administration  bad  taken  Office  ?  If 
improvement  existed,  it  had  not  arisen 
from  any  action  of  the  Government;  but 
action  had  been  taken  in  other  quarters. 
Mr.  Davitt  had  gone  to  one  of  the  dis- 
torbed  districts  and  preached  in  the 
strongest  way  that  thoae  outrages  must 
be  g^ven  up.  To  what  extent  this  advice 
had  been  followed  he  did  not  know;  but 
the  organs  of  the  National  League  had 
to  a  great  extent  ceased  the  publication 
of  the  proceedings  of  their  branches  in 
these  respects.  [Mr.  "W.  O'Bkien  :  Oon- 
BuU  the  last  issues.]  At  all  events,  they 
were  materially  altered  in  their  charac- 
ter, and  anyone  could  see  that  by  com- 
paring what  used  to  be  printed  with  what 
was  now  printed  in  those  journals.  Sup- 
pose it  to  be  the  fact  that  these  things 
conduced  to  make  the  country  a  little 
better,  surely  this  showed  that  a  more 
alarming  state  of  things  existed  than 
even  the  outrages.  What  was  demon- 
strated- was  that  what  the  Queoa's  Go- 
vernment oould  not  do  could  be  per- 
formed by  that  terrible  foroe  which  had 
been  carrying  on  this  tyranny  in  the 
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country  for  months  past,  and  whose  ob- 
ject it  was  now  to  arrest  it  for  a  limited 
time,  and  for  a  limited  purpose.  Any- 
one looking  at  the  state  of  Ireland  in  a 
fair  and  ordinal^  way  oonld  800  that  it 
required  immediate  attention,  and  every 
day's  delay  rendered  the  j^blem  much 
more  difficult.  There  was  another  aspect 
of  the  case,  which  involved  an  element 
of  still  greater  danger.  When  the  Go- 
vernment was  considering  the  question 
in  May  last,  not  a  word  was  said  in  re- 
ference to  the  Bepeal  of  the  Union.  As 
far  as  could  be  gathered  from  all  tiiat 
passed,  the  Government  appeared  to  ad- 
here to  the  views  that  had  been  laid 
down  by  all  English  statesmen  of  the 
present  century.  They  held  with  Lord 
Althorp  that  if  they  had  to  choose  be- 
tween civil  war  and  the  Bepeal  of  the 
Legislative  Uniou  they  would  ohooee 
civil  war.  Similar  views  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  Bussell,  Peel,  and  Palmer- 
ston.  And  what  words  had  the  preaent 
Prime  Minister  used  on  more  than  one 
occasion  ? 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  Quote 
them. 

Mb.  HOLMES  said,  that  if  he  could 
not  quote  the  exact  words  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  he  oould  refer  him  to 
where  he  would  find  them.  He  referred 
him  to  the  occasion  when  Mr.  Butt's  Home 
Bule  Besolution  was  before  that  House. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  I  was 
absent  then. 

Mb.  HOLMES:  If  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter wished  he  would  withdraw,  in  the 
most  unreserved  way,  what  he  had  said, 
and  he  would  assume  that  the  policy  of 
the  Prime  Minister  differed  from  that  of 
the  other  statesmen  he  had  named,  and 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  merely 
now,  but  when  the  scheme  of  Mr.  Butt 
was  before  the  country,  considered  that 
much  might  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
Bepeal  of  the  Legislative  Union. 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  When  did 
I  say  60  ? 

Mb.  HOLMES  said,  he  did  not  attri- 
bute those  words  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. All  he  said  was  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  sodesired  he  would 
assume  them.  But  better  far  than  going 
into  old  matters  of  this  kind,  than  dis- 
cussing what  might  have  been  eaid  in 
the  past,  it  was  to  consider  what  was 
now  oefore  the  country.  It  was  gene- 
rally conceived  that  some  statesmen 
dnrmg  the  month  of  December  b^an,  to 
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look  at  fhis  question  in  a  diflferent  liglit 
from  what  they  had  done  before.  Had 
ibis  any  effect  upon  Ireland  at  the  pre- 
Bent  time?  It  could  not  be  denied  that 
this  queation  of  Bepeal  was  now  spoken 
of  in  every  part  of  Ireland.  What  was 
the  position  of  Ireland  at  the  present 
moment?  Ireland  at  the  present  time 
coQsifitod,  not  of  a  single  nation,  but  of 
two  distiaot  nations  or  nationalities ; 
and,  indeed,  it  might  be  said  to  hare 
-been  in  that  condition  for  yoars  and 
even  centuries  past.  One  of  these  na- 
tions, he  admitted,  was  in  a  majoritj. 
That  majority,  at  the  present  moment, 
were  looking  forward  with  the  moat 
anxious  hope  to  a  measure  which  would 
sever  their  coonectiou  with  this  country, 
as  to  which  they  had  never  concealed 
their  hate.  The  other  nationality,  which 
was  in  a  minority,  looked  with  dread  to 
the  measure  which"  would  sever  their 
connection  with  this  country,  to  belong 
to  which  was  their  glory  and  their  pride. 
Ireland  was  in  an  intense  state  of  ten- 
sion, and  social  order  wa9  very  much 
disturbed,  and  rendered  much  more 
critical  by  this  situation.  He  had  used 
the  words  majority  and  minority,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  pardon  him  if 
he  called  to  mind  the  extent  of  the 
majority  and  of  the  minority.  Hon. 
Members  more  than  ouce  had  stated 
that  the  Nationalist  Party  in  that  House 
was  five-sixths  of  the  whole  number  of 
Irish.  MembOTs  returned.  Would  anyone 
tell  hiiu  that  the  Nationalist  Party  re- 

f resented  five-sixths  of  the  population? 
t  was  perfectly  clear  that  the  power  of 
a  minority  in  the  country  and  the  extent 
of  its  repreFOutatlon  depended  very  much 
upon  the  way  in  which  it  was  distri- 
buted. He  contended  that  the  state- 
ment that  the  Nationalist  Fai-ty  repre- 
sented five-sixths  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  Ireland  had  not  been  proved.  A 
more  accurate  calculation  was  that  the 
nunorltywasone-third,  while  the  majority 
was  two-thirds.  Hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  had  spoken  of  the  minority 
in  a  somewhat  contemptuous  way;  but 
be  could  tell  hon.  Members  opposite  that 
if  they  shared  in  these  feelings  they 
were  holding  them  against  their  own 
kith  and  kin,  seeing  tlere  was  a  great 
number  of  Scotch  and  English  in  the 
minority.  So  far  from  the  minority 
being  in  any  respects  turbulent,  it  was 
the  most  industrious,  law-abiding,  and 
prosperous  portion  of  the  people.  They 


had  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  town  of 
Belfast.  That  was  a  town  of  which  any 
country  might  well  be  prond.  It  was  by 
the  untiring  industry  of  the  citizens 
that  there  bad  been  formed  in  Belfast 
one  of  the  greatest  manufacturing 
centres  in  the  country,  and  this  had 
been  done  in  epito  of  laws  discouraging 
to  their  industry — laws  which,  however, 
had  long  since  passed  away.  He  might 
mention  that  the  minority  in  Ireland — 
as,  perhaps,  the  House  understood— 
was  on  this  question  thoroughly  in 
earnest.  Hon .  Members  below  the 
Gangway  would  say  that  the  majority 
was  also  in  earnest.  There  had  hem  a 
great  deal  said,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  a  great  deal  of  foUy  bad  been 
spoken,  about  his  noble  Friend  the 
Member  for  Faddington.  It  had  been 
said  that  his  noble  Friend  went  to  Bel- 
fast for  the  purpose  of  stirring  up  civil 
war.  His  noble  Friend  was  anxious  to 
meet  that  charge  face  to  face  if  an  op- 
portunity were  given  him.  That  oppor- 
tunity, however,  had  not  been  afforded 
him.  It  eeemed  to  him  that  if  any 
attack  was  to  be  made  upon  the  noblo 
Lord,  it  would  be  much  better  that  it 
should  be  made  to  his  face,  instead  of 
behind  his  back.  What  was  the  lesson 
that  might  be  drawn  from  the  visit  of 
the  noble  Lord  ?  The  teoeption  which 
he  got  at  Belfast,  judging  it  fay  the  might 
and  majesty  of  numbers  and  the  earnest- 
ness of  the  people,  was  a  reception  whu^ 
had  probably  never  been  given  to  a 
statesman  before.  From  all  they  had 
heard,  it  would  be  difficult  to  parallel 
that  reception  by  any  Viceregal  or  Boyal 
progress.  They  admired  the  genius  of 
his  noble  Friend,  and  they  acknowledged 
the  fact  that  by  the  exercise  of  his  abili- 
ties he  had  obtalnod  a  very  commanding 
position  among  public  men.  But  it  was 
not  the  reputation  arising  irom  his 
:  genius  or  position  that  collected  the  vast 
assembly  in  Belfast.  The  greatest 
statesman  that  ever  lived  could  not  have 
drawn  away  artizans  from  their  work- 
shops but  for  a  cause  which  went  to  the 
hearts  of  those  men.  The  ^reat  ques- 
tion of  the  Repeal  of  the  Union  and  ^e 
severance  of  the  connection  between 
England  and  Lreland,  which  was  their 
glory,  and  which  stitred  souls  to  their 
inmost  depths,  brought  the  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  workmen  together. 
He  had  stated  that  the  minority  was  in 
earnest.   How  did  that  reflect  upon  the 
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queBtion  of  social  order  ?  Would  it  be 
denied  that  at  tiie  present  time  the  Bocial 
ties  which  bound  people  in  Ireland  to- 
gether were  drawn  bo  tight  as  to  run  the 
risk  of  snapping  ?  Suppose  that  in  four 
or  six  weeks  the  Government  made  an  an  - 
nounoement  with  regard  to  Ireland,  had 
they  taken  into  consideration  the  effect 
which  it  would  have  upon  the  excited 
population  of  Ireland  ?  If  the  result 
of  the  deliberations  of  the  Government 
should  be  to  deny  what  hou.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  expected,  would 
any  Member  of  the  Government  say  that 
that  would  lead  to  peace  and  order  ?  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  deliberations  of 
the  Government  should  result  in  the 
granting  of  that  whioh  those  attached 
to  the  Union  dreaded,  would  any  Mem- 
ber  of  the  -Government  say  that  that 
would  lead  to  peace  and  order  in  Ire- 
land 7  Then,  again,  if  the  measure 
satisfied  neither  the  one  nor  the  other, 
but  disappointed  both,  would  that  lead, 
if  the  crisis  was   prolonged,  to  the 

Promotion  of  peace  and  order  in  Ire- 
ind  ?  It  seemed  to  him  that  by  de- 
laying this  matter  they  were  adding 
terribly  to  the  alarming  state  of  the 
country  ;  and  if  the  delay  was  persisted 
in  the  crisis  would  become  ox  a  most 
fearful  character.  Had  any  suggestion 
been  made  why  guidance  on  these  im- 
portant questions  should  not  be  given 
by  the  Government  ?  The  Prime  Mi- 
nister had  told  them  that  the  Business  of 
Supply  would  necessarily  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  for  some  time ; 
but  if  the  question  of  Ireland  was  a 
question  of  serious  importance,  ought 
there  to  be  any  hesitation  in  taking  the 
time  now  at  the  disposal  of  private  Mem- 
bers? Supply  had  already  given  way 
to  the  Crofters'  Bill,  and  surely  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Ireland  was  a  more  serious 
matter  than  the  Crofters'  Question.  They 
had  b(jen  told  by  the  Prime  Minister 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Go- 
vernment, suddenly  called  upon  to  take 
Office  under  the  present  circumstances, 
to  deal  with  this  matter  as  quickly  as 
some  hon.  Members  thought  they  ought. 
He  was  bound  to  admit  that  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  not  com- 

Sailed  to  declare  their  policy  when  in 
pposition  or  when  they  were  striving 
for  06Sce ;  but  he  contended  tluit  they 
ought  to  have  some  definite  views  now. 
There  never  vas  a  Government  more 
prepared  than  this  to  come  to  a  rapid 
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condnsion.  There  woro  in  the  QoTom- 
ment  two  noble  Lords  who  had  ooei^ed 
the  position  of  Viceroy  in  Ireland,  ssd 
there  were  two  right  hon.  GeotloaMii 
who  had  been  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  Besides  this,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  had  opportunities  during 
his  long  experience  of  considering  this 
question,  and  they  all  knew  that  he  had 
given  attention  to  it  of  late  both  by  day 
and  by  night.  Were  they  to  be  told 
that  the  Government  bad  been  four 
weeks  in  Office,  while  Parliament  had 
been  sitting  a  fortnight,  and  yet  they 
could  not  state  what  their  policy  was  7 
He  did  not  ask  for  a  Bill ;  but  could  not 
the  Government  announce  something 
like  what  their  policy  would  be  ?  The 
Ohief  Se(»retary,  in  a  speech  which  he 
recently  made,  referred  to  the  critical 
position  of  the  country,  and  said  that  we 
were  standing  on  the  brink  of  a  crisis 
resembling  that  mighty  cataract  which 
swept  away  everything  with  irresistible 
force.  That  was  the  position  of  the 
country  according  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Surely,  therefore,  they  had  a 
ngbt  to  call  upon  the  Government  for 
some  guidance.  They  had  a  right  to  call 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
to  say,  whether  it  might  embarrass  his 
Parliamentary  plans  or  not — he  did  not 
say  that  it  would— to  let  the  House  know 
what  was  in  contemplation,  so  that  they 
might  be  the  better  able  to  judge  whetlier 
there  was  any  real  attempt  to  grapple 
with,  the  condition  of  social  order  in 
Ireland.  He  would  not  have  trespaaaed 
on  the  House  so  long  were  it  not  that 
the  matter  appeared  to  him  of  aapremte 
importance.  He  would  now  conclude. 
He  would  only  say,  as  he  had  in.  the  be- 
ginning, that  he  believed  it  was  his 
right,  and  that  he  should  not  be  fulfilling 
his  duty,  were  he  not  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  Forms  of  the  House 
presented  to-night  for  bringing  forward 
this  grave  and  eoriousqueetion.  Thebasts 
of  his  argument  was  that  the  social  con- 
dition of  Ireland  was  in  a  dangerous 
state,  and  each  hour  that  passed  made  it 
more  critical.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  asked  the  Government  what 
course  they  were  prepared  to  take  ?  That 
was  a  question  wnion  the  House  had  a 
right  to  aak,  and  the  Government  were 
bound  to  answer ;  and  any  delay  in  Ae 
granting  of  the  Civil  Service  E«timataa 
that  might  occur  would  be. bikt  a  sraaU 
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matter  when  compared  with  the  advan- 
tage that  woald  arise  if  they  oou)d  ob- 
tain such  an  assurance  from  the  Govern- 
ment as  he  asked  for,  upon  which  would 
depend  the  future  peace  and  safety  of 
the  State. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That"  to  the 
end  ot  the  QoestioD,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
*'  this  Hoose  in  unwilling  to  entertain  Estimates 
for  the  Civil  EstabliahmeDts  in  Irsland  before 
being  placed  in  possession  of  the  policy  vbieix 
Her  llajcsty's  GoTemment  intend  topursuo  for 
the  restoration  and  maintenance  of  BOinal  order 
in  that  Country," — (3fr.  Uolmrs,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Uuestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Question." 

The  first  LORD  op  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  E.  GLiDSTOKB) :  8ir,  I 
can  assure  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Oantleman  that  I  perfectly  understand 
the  modest  request  at  the  dose  of  his 
apeeoh,  when  he  asked  the  UoTernmont 
for  some  guidance.  The  meaning  of 
that  is  that  he  intends  and  desires  that 
we  should  proolaim  the  principles  and 
basis  of  the  measures  which  we  hope  to 
frame  and  introduce  without  being  able 
either  to  state  the  reasons  upon  which 
they  will  be  founded  or  the  particulars 
by  which  they  will  be  adjusted  to  the 
oironmatances  of  Ireland,  and  that  by 
an  imprudence  of  that  kind  on  our  part 
he  considers,  after  the  irresistible  speech 
he  has  delivered,  it  will  be  no  longer 
possible  for  us  to  evade  a  declaration, 
and  he  and  his  Friends  will  be  in  a 
condition  to  undertake  more  pilgrimages 
to  the  North  of  Ireland,  of  which  we 
reoentty  had  a  conspicuous  exam^de, 
and  that  in  the  course  of  those  pilgrim- 
ages they  will  be  able  to  offer  the  kind 
of  contribution  whi<di  we  hare  had  to- 
night from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  towards  the  settlement  of  the 
great  question  of  the  social  condition  of 
Ireland.  Sir,  I  do  not  take  credit  to 
myself  for  any  great  sagacity.  ILough- 
Ur  from  ih$  Oppotition.']  I  am  delighted 
to  be  agreed  with  those  Gentlemen ; 
there  is  nothing  that  pleases  me  more 
than  to  find  myself  in  perfect  harmony 
with  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  remark- 
able for  their  eiperieooe,  for  their 
wisdom,  and  for  all  their  other  high 
statesmanlike  qnalities.  Bot,  without 
giving  eredrt  to  myself  for  any  grearti 
sagacity,  I  may,  pwhape,  not  betray 


undue  presumption  in  saying  that  I  am 
not  such  a  simpleton  in  the  position  that 
I  oocupy  as  to  be  led  away  by  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
complains  of  us  that  he  cannot  hear  our 
views.  He  hoped  that  we  were  going 
to  attend  to  the  social  condition  of  Ire- 
land. AVhy,  upon  the  very  first  oooaeion 
that  we  occupied  this  seat  he  was  told  in 
language  I  sliould  have  thought  plain — 
but  there  are  none  so  deaf  as  those  who 
will  not  hear,  none  so  ignorant  as  those 
who  will  not  understand— that  the  social 
condition  of  Ireland  was  the  very  first  of 
all  the  questions  that  attracted  and 
fastened  our  attention  from  the  first 
moment  of  our  entrance  into  Office,  and 
that  attention  has  been  maintained  with- 
out intermission  down  to  the  timeat  which 
I  speak.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  I  may  observe,  has  not  said 
one  single  word  upon  the  subject  of  his 
own  Motion.  His  feelings  entirely  drew 
him  off,  and  caused  him  to  forget  the 
proposition  upon  which  we  are  invited  to 
agree.  I  may  say,  paying  attention  to 
the  paper  put  into  my  hands  this  morn- 
ing. I  saw  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  North  Armagh  (Major 
Saunderson)  had  given  Notice  of  a  Mo- 
tion taking  precedence  of  that  now 
made,  and  declaring  that  the  condition 
of  Ireland  is  such  as  to  require  the  im- 
mediate attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, with  the  object  of  restoring 
the  authority  of  the  law.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member.  He  thought  he 
could  improve  upon  it,  and  no  doubt  he 
had  the  assistance  of  the  statesmanlike 
qualities  and  collective  wisdom  always 
to  be  found  on  that  Bench.  But  how 
did  he  recommend  his  Motion?  Instead 
of  merely  saying  in  a  plain  and  intiA- 
ligible  fashion  that  this  was  an  urgent 
matter,  he  resorted  to  the  uUima  rath 
of  Parliament,  and  threatened  US  with  a 
partial  stoppage  of  Supply.  That  is  an 
extreme  remedy  which  tbe  House  of 
Commons  possesses,  and  which  it  ap- 
plies, or  might  apply,  when  the  obstinacy 
of  a  Government  in  its  adherence  to 
Office  or  to  a  particular  policy  is  so  per- 
verse or  extreme  that  nothing  can  be 
done  but  to  stop  Supply.  But  surely 
this  is  not  a  case  to  warrant  resort  to 
this  extreme  remedy.  The  right  hon. 
and  le«n*d  Genmmaii  said  we  htve 
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been  foar  veeks  in  Office ;  that  ie  ratiter 
as  ezag^gerated  statemeat  of  the  caae. 
Bui  we  are  certainly  approaehiBg,  I  be- 
lievet  the  oompletlon  of  four  weeks. 
UndQ(r  these  oircumstaDoes,  the  right 
hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman  finde  it 
neceBBary  to  bring  out  of  the  armourj 
of  Parliament  thia  very  formidable 
weapon,  and  threatens  the  Crown  with 
withholding  the  Supplie<)  necessary  for 
the  Public  Service.  And  what  does  he 
propose  to  do  ?  He  propoBes—cuid  I 
do  not  wonder  that  he  said  nothing  upon 
bin  Motion,  for  it  may  have  dawned  upon 
him  that  it  was  totally  indefensible— he 
proposes  to  withhold  tfae  Irish  portion  of 
theSupplies.  Was  there  ever  a  proceed- 
ing that  could  be  caUed,  by  those  who 
onticuM  XrelAnd,  more  Irish?  What 
portion  of  the  country  is  it  that  is  suffer- 
ing from  the  present  miscondtuit  eud 
neglect  of  Her  Majesty's  6oTernm«nt? 
It  is  poor  Ireland.  As  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  tells  us,  the  con- 
dition is  intolerable,  and  is  besoming 
worse  and  worse  every  day ;  and  in  that 
ttate  of  faots  the  prescription  offered  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
to  amend  the  state  of  Ireland  is  that  he 
adds  to  thia  condition  of  things,  already 
xnfiolerable,  the  stoppage  of  all  the  ser- 
Tioes  necessary  to  work  the  sooial 
madunery.  This,  I  think,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ought  in 
some  dwree  to  have  explained  in  the 
eourseoTfais  speech.  The  House  vill 
rememba  that,  instead  <rf  withholding 
our  views,  ve  made  to  the  House  a  most 
important  declanitioii  —  a  deolaration 
that,  after  reviewiog  the  social  state  of 
Ireland,  we  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  at  the  juncture  at  which  we  stood 
we  should  not  be  justified  in  proposing 
to  supply  the  defects  of  social  order  in 
Ireland,  whatever  they  may  be,  by 
means  of  special  repressive  legislation, 
but  that  it  was  our  duty  to  search  out 
more  positive,  substantive,  remedial 
measores,  and  to  present  them  to  Par- 
liament at  the  earliefit  possible  moment 
consistent  with  the  due  consideration  of 
matters  of  such  complexity  and  such 
difficulty.  I  have  said,  and  I  must  re- 
peat it,  aa  thft  right  hon.  and  lemmod 
Gentleman  has  found  my  language  so 
hard  to  undwstand.  That  is  a  stereo- 
typed  method  of  prooeeding.  It  is  well 
known,  I  think,  that  I  have  been  more 
.than  a  half  a  oentai^  in  public  life ;  that 
I  have  spoken  a  gmt  deal;  and  that  I 

Mr.  W.  E.  Qladttone 


was  never  able  to  say  anything  which 
my  countrymen  were  able  to  understand. 
No  doubt  that  is  a  natural  defeot  an  my 
part,  which  lam  afraid  it  is  too  late  for 
mo  to  hope  to  remedy  ;  but  this  I  have 
said,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  not 
wholly  unintelligible — that  there  are 
three  questions  before  us  in  regard  to 
the  condition  of  Ireland — the  first,  that 
of  social  order;  the  second,  the  question 
of  the  land ;  and  the  third,  the  question 
of  the  future  government  of  Ireland. 
These  three  questions  are  so  entwined 
together  that  I  defy  the  wit  of  man  to 
disjoin  them  ;  and  we  hope  to  get  at  the 
question  of  social  order,  as  I  have  said, 
not  by  the  specific  of  the  nght  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman — namely,  repressive 
criminal  legislation — but  by  positive  and 
substantial  meaaores  relatiug  to  the 
other  two  branches  of  the  subject. 
Well,  Sir,  is  it  really  to  be  said  that 
Ireland  has  suffered  horribly  from  the 
delay  in  the  announcement  of  our  plans? 
Why  are  our  plans  so  late  ?  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  what  is  the  time  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  have  for  the  purpose 
of  preparing  plans  dealing  with  sub- 
jects so  large,  so  vital,  and  so  difficult. 
It  ought  to  have  at  least  three  months 
— three  clear  unembarrassed  months — 
before  the  Session  of  Parliameot.  Why 
were  we  deprived  of  that  opportunity  ? 
Three  months.  Sir,  there  could  not  have 
been ;  but  there  was  a  considerable  time 
between  the  first  week  o£  December,  in 
which  the£)le(^ons  were  deoided,  and 
the  Queen's  Speech  on  the  2lBt  of 
January.  I  do  not  censure  the  late  Go- 
vernment when  they  departed  from  a 
course  of  precedent  uniform  since  1868, 
and  fixst  established  by  Lord  Beacons- 
field;  because  when  I  saw  250  Gentle- 
men determined  to  meet  Parliament  as 
the  Government  of  the  country,  I  said 
surely  these  men  have,  and  mean  to 
have,  a  policy  for  Ireland.  They  know, 
and  they  knew,  that  the  lost  support  I 
could  give  them  was  at  their  command. 
[Irmuat  ckewt  from  tht  Oppotitimu]  I 
do  not  say  that  the  Gentlemen  whom  Z 
see  cheering  me  knew  it,  but  I  any  that 
the  late  Government  knew  it.  It  is  in 
that  WG^,  Sir,  that  time  has  been  lost, 
if  time  has  been  lost.  And  hov  was  it 
spent  by  the  late  Govatnment  ?  Well, 
it  was  q>ent  in  a  hopeless  attempt  to 
ccmsider  the  state  of  Ireland ;  and  the 
right  hoa.  and  learned  Qeptleman  U^- 
night  haagive^iju  a^.pxonfe  aq  futile 
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and  BO  ludicrous  that  he  mnst  indeed 
have  a  mean  opinion  of  the  understand- 
ing of  this  HoQse  if  he  believea  thai 
here  it  can  pass  muster  for  a  moment. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man has  told  U8  that  the  late  Go* 
Temment  on  the  Slst  of  January 
had  made  up  its  mind  to  propose 
repressive  criminal  legislation  for  Ire- 
land. I  am  not  misrepresenting  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in 
stating  that  to  have  been  the  olear  de- 
claration that  he  has  made.  In  the  first 
place,  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  possible 
to  reconcile  that  declaration  with  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Queen's  Speech,  which  was 
**that  there  had  been  during  the  last 
year  no  marked  increase  of  serious 
crime;"  and  still  less  is  it  possible  to 
reconcile  that  declaration  with  the  ex- 
press and  explicit  words  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beaoh),  who,  on  the 
2lBt  of  January,  speaking  in  this  House, 
used  these  woi^  in  addressing  us— 

' '  Whether  it  ia  possiblo  to  deal  with  the  out- 
rages and  social  disordera  by  any  farther  appli- 
cation of  the  powers  of  the  orainary  law,  or 
whether  it  ia  nwwsiary  for  the  (lovemment  to 
adc  Parliament  to  confer  on  the  Ezecative 
additioiuil  powezB,  are  qoestiona  which  " — 

what  ?  which  according  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  have  been  decided  ?  No ; 
but— 

"are  qnestiona  which  will  receive  the  imme- 
diate and  earnest  atteotioa  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  WeBtminBter" — {iSan- 
amrd,  [303]  128.) 

who  at  that  time  had  undertaken  a  mis- 
sion to  Ireland,  and  on  whose  Beport  the 
decision  of  the  late  Government  was  to 
depend.  Now,  Sir,  my  contention  is  that 
these  statements,  both  proceeding  from 
very  high  authority,  are  in  flat,  absolute, 
diametrical  contxadiotios.  And  then 
comes  the  f  atile  excuse  which  the  right 
lion,  and  learned  Gentleman  has  been 
bold  enough  to  palm  upon  us.  He  said 
it  was  impossible  to  make  the  announce- 
ment, because  there  was  to  be  a  change 
in  the  Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland.  But 
why  should  that  make  it  impossible  ? 
"Was  there  no  other  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
be  found  ?  I  could  have  understood  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Q«ntteman  if  he 
biM  gone  a  little  further  into  the  facts, 
and  told  UB  that  the  mind  of  Lord  Oar- 
narron,  a  humane,  honourable,  and  in- 
telligent man,  was  so  struck  by  his  ex- 
perience in  Ireland  that  he  was  no  longer 


willing  to  be  a  party  to  a  policy  of  re- 
pression. But  to  tell  us  simply  tiiat 
because  there  was  to  be  a  change  in  the 
hands  that  were  to  wield  the  Executive 
power  in  Ireland,  therefore  the  fnnda- 
mental  principles  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  could  not  be  announced,  is 
to  propound  to  us  that  which  would  not 
pass  muster  in  the  lowest  class  in  a  na- 
tional school.  It  seems  to  be  foi^tten 
that  besides  Lord  Carnarvon  there  was 
somebody  else  in  the  Cabinet — another 
Irishman,  a  most  distinguished  Irish- 
man, whose  able  exertions  in  this  House 
we  shall  not  lightly  forget— I  mean  Lord 
Ashbourne.  Why  was  not  his  presence 
in  the  Cabinet  snflicient  to  enable  the 
Cabinet  to  bridge  overthis  vital  interval, 
and  to  maintain  some  continuity  of  ideas 
between  the  day  when  Lord  Oamarvon 
held  Office  and  the  day  on  which  he  did 
not  ?  Now,  Sir,  I  will  say  a  word  more 
as  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man's defence  of  this  ez^ordinary  Mo- 
tion, in  which,  because  we  have  been 
cruelty  and  unjustly  punishing  Ireland 
by  keeping  her  in  painful  snspenae,  he 
proposes  further  to  punish  her  by  stop- 
ping the  action  of  the  Oiril  Service 
of  that  country.  There  is  much  more 
to  be  said  of  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon .  and  learned  Gentleman  than 
that.  It  is  a  speech  for  the  immediate 
application  of  coercive  legislation  to 
Ireland.  I  hope  I  shall  speak  intel- 
ligibly, even  to  the  rlghthon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  when  I  tell  him  that  to  such 
a  purpose  we  will  be  no  party.  I  will 
go  further,  and  say  that  it  is  my  firm 
conviction  that  if  the  late  Govemment 
had  been  enabled  by  continuance  in 
Offine  to  make  their  proposals,  the  effect 
of  their  attempt  to  pass  them  through 
this  House  would,  under  the  actual  cir- 
cumstaucea  of  Iruand,  have  led  to  no- 
thing  but  disastrous  Parliamentary  dis- 
comfiture. But,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  besides  making  euch 
a  plea,  has  made  it  with  aocompaniments 
on  which  I  must  offer  an  observation. 
He  has  spoken,  especially  in  the  last 
portion  of  his  speech,  of  the  condition  of 
Ireland,  and  of  the  relations  of  one  set 
of  Irishmen  to  another  set  of  Irishmen, 
and  the  only  proper  mode  of  dealing 
with  Ireland  in  such  a  oaee  is  to  stir  up 
again  every  aneient  controversy,  to  ag- 
grarate  and  inflame  every  animoeity, 
and  to  show  us  more  olearly,  if  possible, 
than  we  tee  it  already,  that  if  there  is 
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to  be  hope  for  Ireland  in  the  future,  or 
hope  for  the  relations  between  the  coun- 
tries,  it  must  be  from  the  adoption  of 
very  different  propoaaU  and  the  promo- 
tion of  a  rery  different  temper  from  that 
of  the  late  Attorney  General  for  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Geatleman, 
in  his  speech,  said  a  great  deal  more  than 
thai,  for  he  has  pronounced  the  heaviest 
indictment  I  hevo  yet  beard  pronounced 
against  the  late  Goverament ;  and  he  hat 
likewise  supplied  the  present  Govern- 
ment  with  an  acquittal  with  which  I,  for 
one,  am  perfectly  aatisGed.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  pressing 
upon  us  an  immediate  resort  to  coercive 
or  repressive  legislation.  He  says  there 
is  nothing  else  for  it,  and  he  proves  it  by 
the  most  ingenious  argument.  He  says, 
either  you  will  fail  to  please  the  Na- 
tionalists, and  then  there  will  be  no 
peace  for  Ireland,  but  increased  exas- 
peration ;  or  you  will  fail  to  please  the 
Protestants,  and  then  there  will  be  no 
peace,  but  increased  exasperation  -,  or 
you  will  fail  to  please  both,  and  then  the 
same  misohief  will  occur,  and  there  will 
be  increased  exasperation. 

M?.  HOLMES :  X  am  sure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  wish  to  mis- 
represent me.  I  never  used  the  word 
"Protestant." 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  much 
obliged  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  I  was  wrong  in  using  the 
word  "Protestant;"  I  meant  the  mi- 
nority. The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  proud  of 
that  argument  by  exhaustion ;  and  he 
does  not  at  all  question  the  fact  that  he 
contended  that  there  was  nothing  to  be 
done  by  any  medicine  for  Ireland  except 
the  drastic  putge  which  he  recommends. 
He  stated  facts  which  are  most  material 
to  the  case  on  both  sides — most  material 
to  the  case  ou  our  side ;  for  what  is  his 
— -I  will  not  say  hie  admission,  but  bis 
allegation  ?  He  seemed  to  suspect  there 
was  some  real  improvement  in  the  state 
of  Ireland;  but  then  he  said-^"  What 
does  that  come  to,  and  what  does  that 
signify?  It  is  not  an  improvement 
which  is  due  to  the  action  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government."  So,  according 
to  the  argument  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  it  does  not  signify 
how  much  Ireland  improves  through  the 
action  of  the  people,  or  through  the 
action  of  the  popular  leaders,  unless  you 
can  show  that  it  improves  trough  lo- 
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pressive  legislation.  He  says  there  is 
no  improvement  worth  having  unleee  it 
comes  through  the  action  of  repressive 
legislation.  ' '  Mr.  Davitt  has  been  down 
preaching  order ;  "  I  am  extremely  glad 
to  hear  it;  "and  the  National  Lragus 
is  mitigating  and  moderating  its  lan- 
guage," Again,  lam  extremely  glad  to 
hear  it.  Bnt  the  tight  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  says  not  only  that  he  is  not 
glad  to  hear  it,  but  that  this  is  exactly 
what  alarms  him.  It  is  so  mnch  the 
worse,  not  only  in  the  sanctoary  of  his 
private  mind,  which  I  do  not  seek  to 
penetrate ;  but  it  is  so  much  the  worse  in 
this  sense,  if  I  understand  him  rightly — 
that  he  considers  the  fact  that  Mr.  Davitt 
is  preaching  order,  and  the  National 
League  is  mending  its  manners,  as  an 
additional  point  strengthening  the  argu- 
ment for  repressive  legislation.  That  is 
the  precise  representation  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  ai^^ament. 
But  I  have  much  more  than  this  to  say. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gtentlemax 
has  drawn  a  dreadful  picture  of  the  state 
of  Ireland  in  order  to  sustain  bis  argu- 
ment on  behalf  of  coercive  legislation. 
From  whence  did  he  draw  materials  for 
his  demonstration  ?  "What  are  the  dates? 
He  dwelt  particularly  upon  the  deplore 
able  Curtin  murder.  He  was  asked  what 
was  the  date  of  that  murder  P  He  did 
not  know.  Oh,  Sir,  what  a  delightful 
infantile  innocence  of  rocollection !  Most 
fortunate  for  him  was  it  that  he  did.  not 
know  the  date  of  that  murder.  One 
thing  we  know  from  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  and 
that  is  the  character  of  the  murder  as  he 
views  it,  and  as  in  substance  too  truly 
views  it.  The  character  of  that  murder 
was  not  esowtained  by  investigations 
carried  on  long  after,  but  became  pal- 
pable at  the  time;  because  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gvotleman  truly  aajs 
it  is  not  the  mete  amount  of  crime  in  the 
coantry,  but  the  sympathy  with  wbioh  it 
is  i^arded,  whi^  determines  its  cha- 
racter ;  and  the  sympathy  in  tlie  CurtiB 
murder  was  manifested  immediately  on 
the  day  of  the  funeral.  Therefore  it  be- 
comes a  matter  of  fresh  and  enbaooed 
interest  to  investigate  this  recondite 
and  almost  inacceasible  fact  of  the 
date  of  the  murder.  The  date  of 
the  murder  was,  it  ^pears,  the  13th 
of  November,  and  Parliament  was  dis- 
solved on  the  17th  of  November,  and 
the  Elections  began  about  the  34th.  of 


Digitized  by 


1915         MaintenoMe  of  {March 


it  1886}    Social  OriUr  (/r^AnuQ.  1948 


NoTember.  There  was  thus  plenty  of 
time,  aided  by  the  glaring  light  of  the 
Curtin  murder,  to  exhibit  to  the  country 
the  condition  of  Ireland  at  that  time, 
and  to  announce  to  the  country  at  the 
Elections  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with  that  condition  in  the 
manner  in  which  alone  the  right  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman  conceives  it  can 
be  dealt  with^namely,  by  establishing 
repressive  legislation.  Where,  then,  were 
the  declarations  of  the  Gorernment  after 
the  occurrence  of  the  Curtin  murder? 
But^  sentiments  as  we  have  heard  from 
tJie  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
to-night  were  not  forthcoming  at  all. 
But  other  declarations  were  forthcoming 
after  the  Ourtin  murder,  aud  yet  before 
tiie  Elections;  for,  unless  I  am  much 
mistakeu— I  did  not  copy  out  the  words 
of  the  sentence,  but  they  were  supplied 
me — a  speech  was  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Paddington  (Lord 
Kandolph  Churchill),  on  the  20th  of 
November  at  Birmingham,  a  week  after 
the  Curtin  murder.  What  said  the  noble 
Lord  on  the  20th  of  November  ?  I  hope 
he  has  been  correctly  reported ;  but  he 
is  here  to  correct  the  statement  if  it  is 
inaccurate.  On  the  20th  of  November 
the  noble  Lord  is  reported  to  have  spoken 
thus — 

*'  We  undniook  on  acoopUng  Office  that  we 
would  ondeavoor  to  govern  Ireland  and  pre- 
serve order  by  the  same  laws  with  which  we 
preserve  order  in  EDglaod,  and  that  we  would 
endeavour  to  do  without  the  abridgements  of 
liberty  which  Mr.  Gladstone  has  found  necea- 
aary.  I  venture  to  aay  that  up  to  the  present 
date  that  dedaion  has  been  abuodantly  justified. 
Although  tiiere  has  been  one  or  two  ontrages  of 
a  serioos  chaxaoter,  on  the  whde  crime  and 
outrage  in  Ireland  have  greatly  diminished." 

Now,  Sir,  first  of  all,  I  call  attention  to 
that  speech ;  and,  secondly,  I  will  say 
how  far  it  is  true  that  crime  and  outrage 
in  Ireland  had  greatly  diminished.  Ac* 
cording  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Oeotleman — and  upon  this  subject  he 
praotised  a  somewhat  prudent  reserve- 
it  may  be  clearly  inferred  to  be  his  be- 
lief that  in  June  and  July  last  the  late 
Government  were  justified  in  abandon- 
ing the  Crimes  Act.  He  has  not  said 
**Ay6"  to  that  proportion,  butneitherhas 
he  said  *'  No ; "  and  as  he  is  a  Gentleman 
80  much  alive  to  the  value  of  dear  and 
perspicuous  speech,  no  doubt  he  is  pre- 
pared to  sustain  the  inference  which  this 
raises.  I  assume  thai  he  thinks  the  late 
Gorernment  were  justified  in  abandon- 


ing the  Crimes  Act,  because  he  says 
there  was  nothing  for  which  they  were 
so  much  attacked.  I  do  not  know  if 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  in  this  House  at  the  time  the  an- 
nouncement was  made.  But  my  recol- 
lection is  that  no  attack  whatever  was 
made  on  them  unless  by  some  of  their 
own  Friends.  For  myself,  I  gave  them 
every  encouragement.  I  thought  the 
experiment  was  rash;  but  I  cordially 
wished  it  success,  and  nothing  would 
have  been  more  delightful  if  we  had 
found  that  we  had  been  demonstrably 
wrong  in  the  intention  whioh  we  had  pre- 
Tiouslyformed.  Since  that  a  greatohaoge 
has  taken  place— according  to  the  late 
Attoraey  Creneral  for  Ireland — a  great 
change  in  the  condition  of  Ireland,  and 
a  great  change  in  the  views  and  inten- 
tions of  the  late  Government.  When 
did  the  two  changes  occur  ?  It  is  ob- 
vious that  down  to  the  Elections  not  the 
faintest  intimation  was  conveyed  by  the 
late  Government  of  the  failure  of  their 
scheme.  [Sir  Michael  Hioes-Beaoh  : 
It  was  intimated.]  Such  an  intimation 
was  conveyed !  Let  us  hear  it,  and  in 
the  meantime  I  stand  not  upon  an  in- 
timation, but  upon  a  declaration,  a 
solemn  asseveration  made  on  November 
20  by  the  noble  Lord  that  the  decision 
of  the  Government  had  been  abundantly 
justified.  But  now  the  chai^  against 
us  is  that  we  do  not  immediately  resort 
to  repressive  oriminal  legislation.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says 
there  has  been  a  fatal  change.  When 
did  that  change  take  place  ?  When  did 
the  increase  of  outrages  and  of  "Boy- 
cotting" occur?  It  is  idle  to  take  t)i6 
mere  fact  of  the  multiplication  of  the 
branches  of  the  National  Lea^e  with- 
oxrt  reference  to  the  work  which  those 
branches  are  accused  of  doing.  We 
have  a  test  of  the  ef&cienov  of  whatever 
is  evil  in  the  working  of  those  branches 
in  the  amount  of  "  Boycotting  "  in  the 
country.  What  is  the  history  of  "  Boy- 
cotting "  in  Ireland  ?  Conveyed  in  very 
few  words  indeed,  in  the  month  of  May, 
before  Lord  Spencer  retired,  there  were, 
according  to  official  Betump,  53  indivi- 
duals under  the  unmitigated  proscription 
of ' '  Boycotting  "  and  1 74  under  the  P^^l 
proscription,  making  227  in  all.  What 
was  the  state  of  things  in  October,  three 
months  after  the  retirement  of  Lord 
Spencer,  and  at  the  time  when,  as  the 
noble  Lord  teUs  us,  the  decision  had  been 
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abnnduiily  jottified  f  The  number  of 
persons  totallr  "  Boycotted"  had  risen  to 
165,  and  of  those partiallf" Boycotted" 
714.  Thos,  the  number  had  nsen  firom 
227  to  879 ;  and  yet,  according  to  the 
noble  Lord,  the  experiment  or  decision 
was  abundantly  jastified.  "What  is  the 
state  of  things  with  regard  to  "  Boy- 
ootting  "  now  f  The  point  is  that  the 
late  GoTemment  said  its  experiment  had 
succeeded  in  Norember,  bat  baa  now 
failed,  and  that  there  must  be  imme- 
diate coercive  legislation.  What  is  the 
state  of  "  Boycotting  "  now  ?  Between 
June  and  October  "  Boycotting "  rose 
from  227  to  879.  In  the  lateet  Betums 
lot  January  the  number  was  Tirtually 
stationary— for  it  has  risen  from  879  to 
900.  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  it  is 
stationary,  as  betwera  the  dropping  of 
the  Grimes  Act  and  Kovember  it  had  in- 
creased fourfold.  Yet  the  Government 
persisted  in  saying  that  the  experiment 
had  succeeded  until  after  the  Elections 
were  over.  Then,  after  a  considerable 
time,  the  state  of  things  in  Ireland  is 
declared  to  be  intolerable,  when,  in 
point  of  faot,  as  regards  "  Boyootting" 
it  had  undergone  no  change  whatever 
since  November  worth  the  naming. 
What  was  the  state  of  things  in  regard 
to  agrarian  crime  f  It  was  this.  In 
Kovemberthe  agrarian  crimes  reported, 
indnding  threatening  letters,  were  84  ; 
in  December  they  were  89 ;  and  in 
January  they  were  96.  And  yet,  Sir, 
in  October,  when  the  state  of  things 
was  satisfaiiBtory,  and  nothing  required 
to  be  said  which  could  moduce  a  breach 
between  the  Tories  and  the  Nationalist 
Party,  the  agrarian  crimes  reported  were 
106 — the  highest  figure  of  all  that  has 
come  before  us.  That  was  in  the  month 
of  October,  the  month  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  General  Election.  How  does 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
meet  tiiis  ?  It  is  true  that  there  has  been 
a  change  up  to  a  certain  point  in  the 
State  of  Ireland ;  in  my  opinion,  it  is 
not  a  change  which  would  justify  our 
resorting  at  this  juncture  to  repressive 
criminal  legislation.  It  is  true  that  there 
had  been  a  change,  a  great  change ;  it 
is  also  true  that  that  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  month  of  October ;  but  from 
the  moment  that  the  late  Gtovomment 
announced  its  change  of  intention  and 
a  determination  to  resort  to  repressive 
oriminal  legidation  there  was  no  change 
whatevei'  of  a  sensibie  magnitade  as 
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oompated  with  what  had  b«en  going  on 
itse  mtmths  without  Aear  notice  and  with- 
out their  action.  This  appeus  to  be  a 
state  of  things  requiring  a  great  deil 
more  explanation  than  the  right  h«a. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  afforded 
even  in  his  lengthy  speech.  He  has  dealt 
with  the  Curtin  mnraer.  I  hare  diown 
that  the  character  of  that  marder  was 
known  in  the  month  of  November,  and 
it  was  not  until  the  end  of  January  that 
coercive  l^slation  was  announced.  He 
has  dwelt  upon  the  action  of  the  Na- 
tional Leagne ;  I  hare  shown  that  that 
action,  in  so  far  as  it  is  ofajectiooabie,  as 
tested  by  the  amount  of  "  Bayoofctittg" 
and  intimidation,  had  been  stationaiy 
since  Octobw,  and  that  the  greater 
change  tiut  had  taken  place  took  place 
long  before.  What  appears,  theroGn^ 
upon  the  undoubted  showing  oi  tha  faot 
is  this — that  while  the  state  of  Ireland 
was  changing  in  respect  of  crime  and  in- 
timidation, the  late  Government  stood 
calmly  by  with  folded  arms,  and  said  no- 
thing and  did  nothing  that  oonld  inter- 
fere with  the  then  recently  esttU>lisfaed 
politioal  harmony.  It  was  not  till  aHer 
the  Election  that  the  state  of  things  was 
described  as  intolerable.  Then  it  was 
that  the  late  Government  oame  forward 
and  said  that  they  must  have  coercive 
legislation  immediately,  and  that  thcrf 
must  put  aside  all  Business  of  Pazfia- 
ment,  although,  as  I  have  shown,  bo 
change  whatever  had  occurred  in  the 
state  of  Ireland.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  anything  in  the  stato  of  Irdand 
now  which  we  can  regard  as  conTejh^ 
the  ides  of  a  radical  ohange.  I  do  not 
donbt  for  a  moment  the  evils  that  marie 
the  social  condition  of  Ireland  with  re- 
ference to  law  and  the  execution  of  jus- 
tice. The  question  between  ns  is  n  qnes- 
tion  of  the  mode  of  meeting  those  evils, 
and  I  own  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  of  exasperating  and 
inflaming  passion  and  tiiwaxting  eveiy 
attempt  we  can  make  to  deal  lazgefy 
with  the  Land  Question,  or  with  other 
matters  in  which  Ireland  takes  so  de^ 
an  intere^,  is  simply  to  aggravate  the 
difficulties  and  dangera  of  the  situation ; 
certainfy  it  ean  do  notiiing  wfaatevor  u 
any  saise  to  miti^^to  or  reUsTe  thoa. 
Tet  I  observed  with  some  sattafsetioa 
that  the  agrarian  orimeSf  wfaidi  m 
Ootober  were  100,  when  the  right  iiaa. 
and  leuaed  Gantieman  «av  no  noeas- 
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sity  ior  repTessive  legialatioii,  now, 
when  he  is  urging  repTessive  legis- 
lation with  might  and  main,  are, 
at  any  rate,  a  little  better  than  they 
were,  because  they  hare  sunk  in  Feb- 
ruary to  71.  [Mr.  T.  P.  O'OoKnob: 
Inoluding  threatening  letters.]  I  rather 
believe  that  the  proportion  01  threaten- 
ing letters  in  February  was  remarkably 
large.  I  am  not,  however,  quite  sure  as 
to  that  point;  but  I  stand  at  present 
upon  the  unquestionable  fact  with  re- 
gard to  the  nnmbera.  Now,  I  thiok  I 
bad  some  justification  for  the  statement 
when  I  said  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  supplied  us  with  the  material 
for  an  acquittal,  and  that  he  had,  on  the 
oonb'ary,  raised  a  most  grave  and  serious 
question  tending  to  the  condemnation  of 
himself  and  his  own  Government.  Be- 
cause they  amoant  to  this — a  total 
neglect  of  the  facts  as  to  the  state  of 
Ireland  down  to  a  certain  date  in  No- 
vember, which  it  would  be  invidioas  to 
connect  too  closely  with  the  occurrence 
of  the  C^eneral  Meotion ;  but,  at  any 
rate,  a  total  neglect  of  the  state  of  Ire- 
land. And  as  to  the  assertion  that  upon 
the  whole  the  experiment  of  governing 
Ireland  by  the  ordinary  law  has  snc- 
oeeded,  I  have  shown  that,  in  point  of 
faot,  all  the  additional  evils  that  are 
alleged  to  have  00m e  had  come  then. 
The  subseqnent  change  of  intention 
everybody  presumes  to  have  been 
founded  upon  some  great  ag^aration 
then  going  on  ;  whereat  we  now  find 
that  there  was  no  aggravation  whatever, 
and  no  addition  to  the  evils  which  re- 
quired to  be  faced.  I  must  say  that  the 
attack  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  though  he  has  made  it  under 
the  pressure  of  conscience  and  the  sharp- 
ness of  its  stings,  which,  he  found,  would 
have  been  perfectly  intolerable  unless  he 
had  brought  this  Motion  forwud,  is  one 
of  the  feeblest  attacks  that  I  have  ever 
witnessed  against  the  policy  and  the 
proceedings  of  an  ExeoatiTe  Govern- 
ment 

Lord  ERNEST  HAMILTON  said, 
the  right  hon.  Gtotleman  the  Frime 
Minister  proposed,  as  he  had  just  told 
the  House,  to  ada|it  pocitive  and  sub- 
fitantial  remedies  whioh  should  deal  with 
the  three  qne8tioiiB-~*tiie  three  great 
qoeetionB  in  Ireland  —  namdy,  with 
social  disorder,  the  land,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  saLf-government  collectively;  and 
the  rig^  mm.  GeBtlenun  luul  told  the 


House,  moreover,  that  tiieee  three  ques- 
tioins  were  bound  together  by  ties  so 
strong  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
man  to  separate  them.  Now,  he  (Lord 
Frnest  Hamilton)  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  if  theae  three  questions 
were  bound  together  so  stron^y,  whieh 
waa  the  one  queatton  of  the  three  upon 
which  the  other  two  turned?  For  an 
answer  to  tius  question  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter could  do  no  better  than  appeal  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  below  the  Gang- 
way, and  who  professed  to  represent 
Iri^  (minion.  What  had  the  House 
been  told  by  them  ?  Th^  were  told  ^e 
other  night  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Longford  (Mr.  Justin  M'Oarthy) 
that  they  deelined  to  take  the  questions 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  proposed 
to  be  taken  by  the  right  hon.  Gentieman 
the  Prime  Minister.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Longford  had  told  them  that  the 
question  of  self-government  must  come 
first.  He  (Lord  Ernest  Hamilton)  had 
little  doubt  as  to  the  minds  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen sitting  below  the  Gangway  now  ; 
but  he  would  like  to  ask  those  Gentle- 
men had  they  always  put  this  question 
so  prominently  forward  ?  What  was  the 
question  that  was  put  forward  most 
prominently  at  the  hustings  during  the 
last  Elections  7  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  question  of  Iioeal  S^f- 
Government  pure  and  simple— that  was 
to  say,  the  rigl^  to  govern  the  Irish 
people  by  an  Irish  Facliamwt  sitting 
in  Dublin — was  never  put  before  the 
people  of  Lreland  at  the  Elections. 
\_Lauffhi«r.\  Hon.  Members  might  laugh, 
but  he  challenged  them  to  quote  a 
single  speech  in  which  Home  Bule 
pure  and  simple  was  pnt  forward  in 
the  way  he  bad  described.  It  was  the 
question  of.  the  land  that  waa  put  be- 
fore the  people ;  and  it  was  upon  the 
distinct  understanding  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  native  Parliament  would 
be  the  signal  for  the  abolition  of  rents, 
the  extinotion  of  landlords,  and  the  re- 
distribution of  property,  that  these  84 
Gentlemen  were  sent  to  Parliament 
nominally  to  xepresent  four-fifths  of  the 
Irish  people.  These  hon.  Gentlemen 
had  two  very  diatinot  and  opposite  sides 
to  their  Tiews--one  bang  used  when 
expressing  them  here,  and  the  other 
when  addressing  the  people  of  Ireland. 
It  had  been  his  (Lord  Bmest  Hamil- 
ton's) fate  to  mix  with  the  crowd  when 
hon.  GenUemen  below  the  Gangway 
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were  addresaing  friendh^  and  ojm- 
pathetio  audiences  in  Ireland.  He 
thought  that  if  hon.  Gontlemen  could 
see  the  extraordinaiy  transformation 
vbioh  took  place  the  moment  they  were 
transplanted  to  their  native  mountains, 
out  of  sight  of  the  Front  Treasury  Bench, 
and  compared  them  with  their  attitude  in 
the  House,  they  would  hardly  believe  that 
the  mild  and  lamb-like  iodividuals  they 
saw  sitting  below  tbeGangway,  speaking 
in  honeyed  accents,  were  the  same  per- 
sons whom  he  (Lord  Ernest  Hamilton) 
had  seen  holding  forth  in  places  like 
Oork  and  Kinsale.  In  the  House  they 
were  Yesurius  in  repose ;  in  Ireland 
they  were  Vesuvius  in  eruption.  No 
one  would  guess  that  under  the  tran- 
quil and  placid  exterior  the  fires 
of  Ireland  smothered  within.  He  could 
tell  the  House  that  these  men  were 
now  slumbering  volcanoes.  It  waa 
not  his  intention  to  produce  extracts 
from  speeches  delivered  by  hon.  Qentle- 
men  below  the  Gangway,  showing  deli- 
berate intention  to  incite  crime  and  out- 
rage. Those  facts  were  on  record,  and 
it  was  needless  to  repeat  them  ;  but  he 
would  say  that  there  were  many  meet- 
ings held  in  Ireland  where  reporters 
were  not  present,  and  where  the  speakers 
were  not  kept  back  by  the  fear  of  seeing 
their  speeches  in  print  next  morning, 
where  all  restraint  was  abandoned,  and 
where  it  was  possible  to  sow  the  seeds 
of  crime  in  minds  only  too  ready  to  re- 
ceive them  by  subtle  references.  At 
these  meetings  the  whole  powers  of  the 
speakers  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
ignorance  and  ezoitfU)ility  of  their  oredn- 
lous  audiences  to  the  one  object  of 
■tirring  up  their  paasions  against  land- 
lords. The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Oork  (Mr.  FameU)  had  exonaed  these 
instances,  when  some  of  his  followers 
had  recommended  their  hearers  to  get 
rid  of  their  landlords  by  shooting  them 
like  partridges,  by  saying  that  they  could 
not  put  old  heads  on  young  shoulders. 
He  (Lord  Ernest  Hamilton)  should  ima- 
gine that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  included  his  own  head  in  this 
category,  because  there  was  no  one  whose 
utterances  could  be  more  easUy  con- 
strued into  an  incitement  to  outrage  and 
crime  than  those  of  the  hon.  Genueman 
himself.  Gentlemen  sitting  below  the 
Gangway  disclaimed  that  they  were  in 
any  way  concerned  in  or  respoonble  for 
the  outrages  which  had  taken  pla(»  in 
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recent  years  in  Ireland.  Yeiy  probably 
they  would  say  that  tiieir  omy  objeek 
was  to  impress  upon  the  peofde  of  Ire- 
land a  due  cense  of  the  wrongs  they  suf- 
fered at  the  hands  of  the  needy  and 
exacting  landlords.  Well,  if  they  ac- 
knowledged that,  they  acknowledged 
that  th^  were  responsible  for  ev«ry 
agrarian  outrage  which  had  taken  place 
of  recent  years  iu  Ireland.  In  respect 
of  that  he  would  produce  the  teetimony 
of  Archbishop  Walsh,  who,  writing  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  in  the  middle  of  last  month, 
and  speaking  of  the  state  of  Irelaad, 
said — 

"  In  p^Dt  of  fact,  everv  dieturbanoe  of  social 
order  which  has  appeared  anKmg:Bt  oar  people 
has  arisen  from  a  moss  of  wrong  eniertauMd 

by  a  large  m^orit;^  of  the  ocotq»iers  of  the  w»Xt 
owing  to  the  mercileas  ezactioas  of  unfeding  or 
extravagant  lacdlonls." 

[<*  Hear,  hear ! "]  Hon.  Gentlemen  ap- 
plauded the  sentiment;  but  it  was  a 
mere  sense  of  wrong  that  was  enter- 
tained ;  and  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  had  done  everything  in  thar 
power  to  foster  and  promote  it.  Now, 
when  they  considered  this,  and  when 
they  coupled  it  with  the  connection  which 
undoubtedly  existed  in  the  mind  of  every 
Irishman,  and  which,  he  confessed,  thd 
present  Government  had  done  eveiy- 
thing  in  their  power  to  confirm,  thiat 
as  long  as  they  were  peaoeful  and  law- 
abiding  their  claims  would  be  ignored, 
and  that  the  only  way  to  enforce  tiie 
recollection  of  their  grievances  on,  the 
British  Government  was  by  the  pnpe- 
tration  of  crime  and  outrage,  was  it  to 
be  wondered  at  that  the  Irish,  people 
resorted  to  crime  and  outrage?  The 
Prime  Minister  had  produced  fig;aree  to 
show  that  crime  had  not  been  on  the 
increase  since  the  expiration  of  the 
Crimes  Act.  [*<No,  no'. "]  He  begged 
pardon  —  since  the  Election.  At  all 
events,  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gang- 
way claimed  that  crime  had  not  been  on 
the  increase  since  the  expiration  of  the 
Crimes  Act ;  and  what  else  were  they 
told  by  the  same  Gentlemen — that  crime 
had  not  been  en  the  increase,  becauee  it 
had  been  superseded  by  the  safer  and 
more  effectual  method  of  "  Boycotting." 
["No,  no!"]  It  certainly  had  been 
said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South.  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  that, "  Boycotting  waa  a 
safety  valve  for  crimoi  and  that  so  long 
aa  "Boyoottiog"  waa  unchecked,  w 
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long  crime  would  not  iooreese.  The 
moment  steps  were  taken  to  suppress 
"  BoTcottiDgf "  they  were  given  fo  under- 
stand that  the  safety-valve  would  burst, 
and  the  inevitable  explosion  take  place. 
At  the  present  moment,  crime  was  only 
kept  in  check  by  the  supreme  eCTorts  of  the 
lieaderaof  theNationalFarty;  but  it  was 
not  because  crime  was  repugnant  to  their 
feeliugB,  but  because  tbey  were  making  a 
6nal  and  combined  effort  to  obtain  that 
legislative  independence  which  they — 
he  did  not  say  the  Irish  people— were 
so  anxious  to  hare  for  obvious  reasons, 
whieh  he  need  not  mention,  and  because 
they  knew  that  at  a  juncture  like  the 
resent  acts  of  crime  and  outrage  would 
e  a  serious  stumbling  block  in  the  way 
of  obtaining  their  object,  fiat  if  they 
were  foiled  in  their  efforts  the  restrain- 
ing hand  would  be  withdrawn.  Under 
such  circumstances,  if  the  Qovemment 
failed  in  its  obvious  duty,  it  would  have 
the  blood  of  many  innocent  people  on 
its  head.  If  the  question  were  met 
firmly  it  would  prove  to  be  no  more 
serious  than  the  bursting  of  a  soap- 
bubble.  Irish  Celts  were  not  made  of 
the  stuff  that  martyrs  were  made  of. 
The  very  knowledge  of  the  fact  that 
they  oould  not  commit  crime  with  im- 
punity was  sufficient  to  prevent  it.  But 
if  concessions  were  granted  in  the  out- 
bursts of  crime  it  would  most  assuredly 
be  taken  for  weakness,  and  be  an  in- 
centive to  fresh  crime  for  the  sake  of 
obtaining  fresh  concessions.  Hon.  Qen- 
tlemen  wAov  the  Qaogway  exclaimed 
against  coercion ;  but  there  was  now  in 
Ireland  coeroton  of  the  very  worst  kind. 
It  was  coercion  to  compel  the  people  to 
resist  the  law  of  the  land,  and  submit 
absolutely  to  the  law  of  ^e  National 
League.  He  maintained  that  if  the  ordi- 
nary law  was  not  sufficient  to  cope  with 
this  state  of  things,  if  it  was  to  be  a 
question  whether  it  was  to  be  coercion  to 
resist  or  to  obey  the  law,  could  any  Go- 
vernment hesitate  about  its  duty  ?  He 
was  sure  there  were  some  hon.  Members 
of  the  House  who  would  agree  with 
him  that,  at  the  present  moment,  a  mea- 
sure which  would  suppress  crime  in  Ire- 
land would  be  looked  upon,  not  only  by 
the  Loyalists,  but  by  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  Catholics,  not  as  an  Act  of 
coercion,  but  as  an  Act  of  universal 
emancipation.  They  were  tired  of  this 
agitation,  which  was  ruiaing  the  coun- 
try.  They  were  tired  of  the  domination 

VOL.  OOOIL    [third  sbries.] 


of  the  National  League,  and  they  wanted 
quiet  and  rest  in  order  to  be  able  to 
pursue  their  ordinary  oeenpations  in 
peace.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  refer 
at  any  length  to  the  absurd  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  hon.  Members  below  the 
Oangway  to  censure  a  prominent  Member 
of  the  Late  Gk)vemment  (Lord  Eandolph 
Churohili)  for  his  alleged  incitement 
to  outrage  and  intimidation  of  the 
House  ;  but  he  did  desire  to  say  this — 
that  being  as  he  was  tolerably  familiar 
and  conversant  with  the  language  and 
style  which  those  hon.  Gentlemen  adopted 
in  their  native  country,  it  appeared 
to  him  supremely  ludicrous  that  they 
should  seriously  and  with  all  solemnity- 
express  virtuous  indignation  at  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  that 
they^  should  try  to  misinterpret  his  mean- 
ing into  an  attempt  to  incite  the  people 
to  outrage.  He  had  read  the  speech  of 
the  noble  Lord,  and  also  the  resolutions 
passed  in  the  recent  meeting  in  Belfast, 
with  interest  and  with  care,  and  he 
failed  to  see  in  the  language  of  the 
noble  Lord  or  in  the  wording  of  the 
resolutions  anything  but  an  expression 
of  the  opinion  which  was  entertained  not 
only  by  the  Loyalists  of  Ireland,  but 
which  he  had  every  reason  to  believe 
was  shared  even  by  many  of  the  most 
devoted  admirers  of  the  faon.  Qentlemen 
below  the  Gangway,  and  that  was  when 
they  contemplated  the  possibility  of 
handing  over  the  entire  control  of  Irish 
affairs  to  the  Parnellite  Members  they 
must  remember  that  a  long  term  of 
apprenticeship  in  the  art  of  brewing 
social  disorder  and  in  creating  sociu 
difficulties,  though  it  might  possibly 
ingratiate  thun  for  the  time  being  with 
certain  classes,  was  hardly  calculated  to 
fit  them  in  a  marked  degree  for  the 
duties  of  legislators,  excellent  as  they 
might  be,  and  excellent  as  they  undoubt- 
edly were  in  their  present  capacity  as 
agitators.  If  their  past  actions  were 
taken  as  indioatious  what  might  be  ex- 
pected in  the  future  ?  The  probability 
was  that  as  framers  of  the  law  and  pre- 
servers of  the  peace  they  would  prove  to 
be  ridiculous,  worthless,  and  incapable. 
This  was  the  unskerable  opinion  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  Irish  population, 
and  tliis  opinion  the  people  would  ex- 
press. As  long  as  there  was  liberty  of 
speech  in  the  country  they  would  con- 
tinue to  protest  against  a  form  of  govern- 
ment which,  not  taking  into  ccmsidera- 

8  S 


Digitized  by 


Maintttunm  0/ 


{00UH0N8}      Social  Ord«r  {IrtUmd),  1956 


tion  other  grave  faotfl,  they  had  every 
reafion  to  believe  would  ia  itself  prove 
ridioulouB  and  inoompetent,  and  moke 
Ireland  the  laaghing-Btook  of  the  oivi- 
lised  world. 

GiKBBAi.  GOIiDSWOBTHY  said, 
that,  as  an  EDgUshman  who  had  spent 
many  years  in  Ireland  and  had  thus 
ftoquired  a  considwable  knowledge  of 
the  Irish  charaoter,  he  felt  that  it  wm 
Lis  duty  to  make  a  few  observations 
upon  this  question,  especially  as  the 
House  had  heard  a  great  deal  in  refer- 
ence to  it  from  hen.  Members  who  bad 
no  ooquaintanoe  whatever  with  that 
country.  At  the  present  moment  an  ex- 
ceptional state  of  things  prevailed  in 
Ireland.  The  Queen's  writs  did  not  run 
in  that  country,  and  the  people  wore 
practicaUy  at  the  mercy  of  the  National 
League.  The  National  League  had 
ramificalzons  all  over  Ireland — a  fact  for 
which  the  landlords  themselves  were 
greatly  to  blame.  When  the  NaticHial 
Ijef^ue  first  came  into  power  the  land- 
lords should  have  called  attention  to  the 
power  that  was  gradually  oTOrapreading 
the  country,  and  to  the  growth  of  a 
tyranny  under  whiob  people  were  prohi- 
bited from  entering  into  free  contracts 
and  from  discharging  the  ordinary  duties 
of  life.  The  Irish  Question  ought  to  be 
approached  from  a  National  and  not 
from  a  Party  point  of  view.  To  show 
how  little  he  was  biased  by  Party  con- 
siderations in  reference  to  this  subject, 
he  might  say  that  when  he  found  that 
the  late  Government  had  made  no  state- 
ment in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  of 
their  intention  to  proclaim  the  National 
League,  he  wrote  to  his  friends  in  Ire- 
land asking  thwi  to  oommunioate  to  him 
facts  with  regard  to  the  condition  of 
things  in  that  country  which  were  within 
their  own  knowledge,  so  that  he  might 
have  materials  for  ecdlin^  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  eubjeot  at  an  early 
date.  In  response  to  that  invitation  he 
had  received  a  large  number  of  very 
valuable  communications  which  showed 
that  the  landlords  could  not  get  their 
rents  from  their  tenants,  and  that  even 
those  tenants  who  were  in  a  positaon  to 
pay  and  who  were  willing  to  pay  their 
rents  were  prevented  by  the  National 
Lee^a  from  doing  so.  The  present 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  had  arrogated  to  himself  the 
right  of  determining  which  of  the  writs 
from  Her  Majesty's  Courts  of  Justice 
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I  should  be  p^mitted  to  run,  andheahosld 
I  like  to  know  whether  the  Chief  SeOEeUty 
was  ready  also  to  prevent  the  mortgagees 
from  foreolosing  on  thoao  eatiUes  on 
which  the  landlords  were  praruited 
from  meeting  their  obligaiiona  in  oonse- 
quenoe  of  hu  action  ?  In  one  of  die 
letters  which  he  had  received  from  Ire- 
land it  was  stated  that  the  peopW  had 
cut  down  the  woods  on  the  estate  and 
had  burned  the  timber,  and  had  threat- 
ened to  cut  off  the  ears  of  the  ^ent 
if  he  interfered.  [An  hon.  Mb^bb: 
Where  has  that  taken  place?]  Not  being 
an:[iouB  that  any  person's  ears  should  hi 
cut  off,  he  must  dedine  to  give  names 
or  places.  Just  before  coming  down  to 
that  House  to-day  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  an  (^cer  in  the  Army  asking 
for  the  loan  of  £25,  on  the  ground 
he  was  in  want  of  almost  theneceBsazin 
of  life  in  conseqnenoe  of  the  aon-p^- 
ment  of  rent  on  bis  Iri^  estates.  Jm 
ICay  next  a  lai^e  number  of  loaoa  would 
beuMOLe  due,  and  if  the  Queen's  writs 
were  not  to  run  in  Ireland  the  landlm^ 
would  be  totally  unable  to  meet  their 
obligations.  In  bis  opinion,  tlie  Irish 
people  had  not  been  properly  treated. 
The  votes  of  the  Irish  people  ought  to 
be  disregarded  and  justice  ought  to  b« 
done,  not  only  to  the  tenants,  but  to  the 
landlords.  Thequestion  bad  been  raised 
as  to  whether  Ireland  should  liave  Home 
Bule ;  and  he  should  like  to  know  whe- 
ther hon.  Members  were  prepared  to 
hand  over  to  hon.  Gentlemen  below  ik9 
Gangway  the  actual  manipulation  of  the 
affairs  of  that  country  ?  He  might  say 
that  whatever  Government  aupproMcd 
the  National  League,  which  body  was  a 
disgrace  to  Ireluid  and  also  to  tibia 
country,  they  would  have  hit  mpfott, 
and  if  the  present  Qovenimeni  broogfii 
forward  effectual  measures  to  upheld 
Her  Majesty's  authority  in  Ireland  he 
was  sure  they  would  have  a  much  larger 
majority  tham  tiiey  now  had  in  that 
Hottse.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  had  stated  that  he 
was  prepared  to  protect  the  Protestaati 
of  Ireland  as  well  as  the  Catholics  m  the 
event  of  a  Home  Kule  measure  beii^ 
passed.  He  had  no  doubt  that  that  wai 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  intention.  Bat 
there  was  an  old  saying  "  that  he  who 
paysthe  piperoalls  the  tune,"ai]^  Huhi^ 
the  hon.  Gentleman  might  be  very  ase- 
f ul  to  tiie  pe^le  who  now  em^ined 
him^  still  the  moment  he  ceased  to  play 
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th«  tane  they  viabed  him  to  plaj  his 
power  would  be  gone.  If  they  gave 
Home  Rule  to  Ireland  there  would  be 
nothing  but  jobbery  practised  there. 
He  wished  to  protest  against  any  greater 
power  being  given  to  the  Irish  nation 
until  the  National  Leagae  was  aap- 
pressed. 

Ma.  JOHNSTON  said,  that  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  House  was  one  that 
so  largely  interested  all  the  Loyalist 
Members  from  Ireland  that  it  would 
not  be  right  if  he  hesitated  for  a 
short  time  to  trouble  the  House  in 
layin|C  before  it  some  of  the  views  of  the 
oonaiituenoy  Tvhich  he  represented  upon 
the  question  of  the  future  well-being 
and  government  of  Ireland.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork,  on  various 
occasions,  had  taken  care  to  utter  with 
no  uncertain  voice  the  sentiments  of  the 
great  Party  which  he  led.  He  quite  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  a  great  Party.  It  was 
a  Party  which  was  well  organized,  tho- 
roughly united,  and  which  had  no  inde- 
6nite  object  or  uncertain  aim.  It  aimed 
at  the  utter  annihilation  of  the  Legis- 
lative Union  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  at  breaking  np  the 
whole  British  Empire.  ["No,  no!"j 
It  was  all  very  well  for  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen to  cry  "No!"  but  he  might 
point  out  that  in  a  recent  publication  of 
a  newspaper— wbioh  he  sometimes  read, 
and  which,  no  donbt,  the  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  read  regularly  and 
eagerly — called  The  Jiith  JForld,  of  the 
30th  of  January  last,  there  appeared 
some  correspondence  under  the  heading 
"Transatlantic,"  which  spoke  of  Ire- 
land's mission  to  destroy  the  British  Em- 
pire. It  was  for  this  mission  that  the 
National  League  had  been  organized. 
Well,  he  wished  to  draw  attention  to 
the  fact  that  an  hon.  Member  below 
the  Gangway  wrote  a  weekly  letter  to 
ihe  organ  of  the  League  iti  America 
under  the  signature  of  "  Transatlantic." 
["Name,  name!"]  Well,  probably 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  cry  "  Oh,  oh !  " 
if  he  said  it  was  Mr.  T.  F.  O'Connor. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  rise  to  give 
the  most  emphatio  contradiction  to  thai 
statement.  I  never  wrote  a  line  in  3%9 
Irtah  WorJd  in  my  life. 

Me.  JOHNSTON  said,  that  was  very 
satisfactory,  and  he  would  withdraw  the 
statement.  Hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  often  spoke  about  the  wrongs 


of  Ireland,  past  and  present.  This  gene- 
rous country  was  always  ready  to  listen 
to  the  story  of  the  wrongs  of  Ireland ; 
but  because  statements  made  by  some 
Irish  Members  were  uncontradicted  in 
that  House,  Englishmen  thought  they 
were  incapable  of  contradiction,  and 
therefore  believed  them.  The  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Paddington  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  bad  been  accused 
of  uttering  violent  language  and  inciting 
to  civil  war.  But  be  should  like  to  point 
out  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  an 
Irish-American  military  organization  on 
the  other  aide  of  the  AUantic.  It  might 
not  be  known  to  every  hon.  Memherof  the 
House  that  Patrick  Egan,  who,  for  rea- 
sons which  might  bo  easily  understood, 
thought  proper  to  place  the  broad  At- 
lantic between  himself  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  Ireland,  was  now 
President  of  the  National  League  in 
America.  There  appeared  in  The  In'ah 
World  in  January  last  the  following 
letter:— 

«  New  York  City,  Jrd.  82,  'M. 

"  Editor  JW»A  World,—!  am  glad  to  see  by 
the  asnonneemeata  in  your  last  \Kas  that  the 
preparatioBS  for  the  Iriah-American  military 
encampmeDt  at  Newark,  N.J.,  next  Fourth  of 
July  aro  proceeding  steadily.  In  view  espe- 
cially of  what  has  lately  occurred  on  the  other 
side,  the  military  movement  ought  to  bo  looked 
on  as  of  supreme  importance  and  ought  to  be 
heartily  eupportod  by  idl  ta  a  sinoon  tUid  diun< 
terested  way. 

"  The  men'  who  originate  an  idea  can  beat 
bring  about  its  development  and  practical  appli* 
cation,  and  I  tbwefore  hope  that  while  all  Irish 
Amarioaos  will  give  every  enconiagement  to  the 
ofdcerB  who  have  started  the  project,  thors  will 
be  Qo  attempt  whatever  made  by  any  parties  or 
under  any  pretexts  to  interfere  with  th^ir  work. 
Let  them  go  on  aa  they  have  began,  and  the 
outoome  will  be  aot  only  creditable  to  them> 
selves  and  Uieir  race  in.  the  United  States,  but 
help  greatly  to  advance  the  onase  of  Irish 
liberty.  "  Hibeuhun." 

And  he  (Mr.  Johnston)  declared  his  belief 
that  hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway 
were  in  league  with  the  conspirators 
across  the  Atlantic  in  order  to  commas 
the  destruction  of  the  British  Empire ; 
but  the  Loyalists  of  Ireland  were  proud 
to  belong  to  the  British  fknpire,  of 
which  they  were  drtermined  ever  to 
form  a  part.  In  fact,  the  contents 
of  their  letters  in  frith  Wiirld 
were  in  complete  oonformity  with  the 
utterances  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Irish 
Party  in  this  country  and  in  Ireland.  A 
litlie  while  ago  Mr.  PameU  said— on  thp 
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6th  September,  1880— rZa«jA/<r]— well, 
hon.  Members  no  doubtloolced  upou  what 
was  said  five  years  ago  aa  ancient  hiBtorj; 
and,  at  all  events,  they  did  not  like  to  be 
reminded  of  their  own  words.  Mr.  Par- 
nell  said — "We  will  work  within  the 
lines  of  the  Constitution  as  long  as  it 
Baits  us."  How  long  it  would  suit  them 
would  depend  upon  the  action  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury — whether  governing  Ire- 
land on  the  principles  that  the  country 
had  been  governed  by  British  statesmen 
I'rom  generation  to  generation,  or  whe- 
ther he  attempted  to  carry  out  the  new- 
fangled ideas  which  he  bad  taken  up  in 
order  to  seat  himself  on  the  Treasury 
Benob.  It  would  also  appear  from  cer- 
tain passages  in  Th«  Irish  World  that 
there  was  a  <juarrel  as  to  whether 
Bussians  or  Irishmen  wore  entitled  to 
the  honour  of  the  invention  of  the 
dynamite  mode  of  warfare,  aud  that 
Irishmen  claimed  the  honour.  In  deal- 
ing with  this  question  it  was  neces- 
sary to  make  some  allusion  to  the 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  priests  and  Pre- 
lates of  the  Church  of  Borne.  For  a 
long  time  those  reverend  gentlemen  had 
held  aloof,  and  had  looked  upon  the  Par* 
nellite  Puiy  as  revolutionary;  but  of 
recent  years  they  had  been  compelled 
by  the  force  of  circumstances  to  place 
themselves  at  the  head  of  the  anti- 
English  Party  in  Ireland,  and,  seeing 
in  that  Party  the  means  for  carrying 
out  their  ultimate  designs,  they  had 
now  thoroughly  identified  themselves 
with  it.  There  was  one  thing  upon 
which  the  Soman  Catholic  clergy  and 
the  Party  led  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  were  at  one,  and  that  was  the  de- 
sire to  accomplish  the  destruction  of 
Orangeism  in  Ireland.  He  would  call 
attention  to  recent  utterances  of  Arch- 
bishop Croke,  who  said  he  wished  to  see 
the  country  restored  to  its  pristine 
vigour,  that  oommeroe  and  agriculture 
and  honest  industry  might  flourish, 
Orangeism  be  broken  down,  and  that 
the  green  flag  might  float  once  more 
over  a  prosperous  people.  It  was 
within  the  knowledge  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers that  in  the  Proviuce  of  Ulster, 
where  Orangeism  flourished,  commerce 
flourished  also ;  whereas  in  the  other 
parts  of  Ireland,  where  the  Orange  In- 
stitution scarcely  existed,  commerce  was 
almost  eztiugui^ed,  and  honest  industry 

Mr.  JohntUn 


was  rewarded  by  being  "Boycotted." 
The  only  industry  the  National  Party 
cared  to  support  in  Ireland  was  thewhisky 
industry ;  for  when  it  was  proposed  to 
close  the  public-houses  on  Suoday  in 
Dublin  they  held  a  mass  meeting  in  the 
Phoenix  Park  to  protest  agunet  it.  It 
had  no  doubt  disappointed  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway  that  the  anti- 
cipation of  Tk$  Jrith  World  with  regard 
to  the  recent  change  of  Qovemment  bad 
not  been  realized  A  paragraph  had 
appeared  in  that  paper  to  the  foUowing 
effect  I— 

"COuef  Secretary  FarnelL— I  am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  tim«  has  come  for  FunaU  to 

accept  the  Chief  Sscretaryship  of  Ireland.  It 
is  due  to  the  Irish  Party  that  the  offer  of  the 
office  be  made.  It  is  a  hundred  times  more 
important  for  Iriahmen  to  administer  EngUA 
laws  in  Ireland  than  to  make  lam  for  them- 
selvea  and  have  them  adminiatered  by  aliens,  u 
under  the  regime  of  1783.  Of  the  four  new  lav 
officers  of  the  Castle,  it  is  expected  by  many 
that  Tim  Healy  ahaU  be  one.  There  will  be 
no  diflSonUy  abouk  I^onell's  or  Hes^a  re- 
jection." 

He  was  afraid,  however,  that  those  an- 
ticipations had  been  grievously  disap> 
pointed.  He  wondered  if  the  Prime 
Minister  had  made  any  overtures  to 
Mr.  Pamell — he  begged  pardon,  the 
hon,  Memberfor  the  City  of  Cork — on  the 
subject.  lHom$  Rule  cries  of  "Divide!"] 
He  knew  that  hon.  Gentlemen  below  tbe 
Gangway  were  always  very  anxious  to 
divide.  They  had  expressed  a  great 
desire  a  night  or  two  ago  to  hear  some 
statement  from  the  Benches  on  which 
he  eat ;  but  he  had  waited  in  vain  for 
any  of  them  to  rise  and  attempt  to  ex- 
plain Uie  damaging  statements  that  had 
been  made  against  them  and  ihar 
League  by  the  right  hon.  Oentieman 
the  Member  for  Dublin  University. 
Were  they  prepared  to  repudiate  in  that 
House  the  charges  brought  against 
them  ;  or  would  they  not  substitute  for 
their  mild  and  dove-like  utterances  in 
that  House  those  violent  speeches  they 
made  in  Ireland,  such  as  that  he  was 
about  to  quote?  In  October,  1880,  a 
Gentleman  whose  name  was  reported  to 
be  Biggar  made  use  of  the  foUovring 
words: — 

"  Now,  our  worthy  chaixman  in  his  q»eedi 
said  that  it  vasandesirable  that  anything  mtha 
way  of  violeoce  towards  the  landlords  afaonld 
be  perpetrated.  Now,  on  thai  salnect  f  wBl 
■ay  thio,  tiiat  the  Land  Ijmciw  a  body  wants 
to  do  what  is  most  beneficial,  and  they  do  not 
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vnnt  that  any  Tiolenca  shonld  be  offered  to  the 
liindlordfl.  Nov,  one  of  the  reasons  ia  this— 
tbafc  iMrsons  -who  hare  nndertaken  to  shoot 
landlord!  have  missed  Uie  Inc^lord  and  ahot 
aomeoae  whom  they  did  not  intend." 

He  thought  he  might  also  ref«r  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Leader  of  the 
Party  below  the  Oangway  spoke  on  the 
same  subject  Speaking  on  the  ^th  of 
September,  1 880,  at  New  Boss,  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Oork  said— 

*'  I  had  wished,  in  referring  to  a  sad  occur- 
ence which  took  place  lately — the  shooting,  or 
attempted  shooting,  of  a  land  agent  in  this 
neighboarhood— I  hiad  wished  to  point  oat  that 
reconrae  to  anch  meosaren  of  prooednra  is  en- 
tirely unnecessary,  and  absolutely  ^rejadioial, 
where  there  is  a  saitable  organization  among 
the  tenants  themselves." 

They  had  heard  that  night  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Dublin  University  (Mr.  Holmoa)  a  very 
pathetic  account  of  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Curtin.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  treated  that  account 
in  a  rather  jocose  manner,  and  a  smile 
played  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
countenance  when  he  said  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dublin 
University  had  forgotten  the  date  of  the 
occurrence.  Perhaps  tljo  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  had  for- 
gotten the  date  of  the  murder  of  Gene- 
ral Gordon  when  he  was  seen  enjoyipg 
the  play  at  the  Criterion  Theatre.  Was 
it  hopeless  of  those  who  were  oon- 
tending  for  life  and  liberty  in  Ireland 
to  expect  anything  from  those  who  at 
present  ruled  the  destinies  of  the  British 
Empire?  Murder  had  for  the  moment 
comparatively  ceased  in  Ireland;  but 
that  country  had  been  too  long  the 
shuttlecock  of  Party,  The  lives  and 
liberties  of  the  fellow -subjects  of  Eng- 
lishmen and  Scotchmen  in  that  portion 
of  the  British  Empire  were,  or  ought  to 
be,  of  some  consideration  to  British 
statesmen,  and  he  could  not  think  that 
when  the  destinies  of  the  Empire  were 
committed  to  the  care  of  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  there  should  be  any 
hesitation  in  announcing  a  policy  for 
protootiog  the  lives  and  liberties  of  tixe 
Loyalists  in  Ireland.  He  would  not 
wish  to  trench  upon  the  province  of  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
Treasury  in  denouncing  the  deeds  of  the 
Land  League.  The  National  League 
was  only  another  name  for  the  Land 
lieague,  and  on  the  7th  of  October, 


1881,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  when 
Prime'Minister  of  England,  speaking  be- 
before  20,000people  at  Leeds,  openly  and 
deliberately  charged  the  President  of  the 
Irish  National  Land  League  with  com- 
plicity with  the  assassination  Press  of 
America.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
said  on  that  occasion — ■ 

"  Mr.  Pamell  has  said  America  is  the  only 
friend  of  Ireland ;  but  in  all  his  references  to 
America  ho  has  never  foond  time  to  utter  ond 
word  of  disapproval  about  what  is  known  as  the 
ftseaseination  literatare  of  that  country.  Kot 
Amerioaa  literatoro— no,  there  is  not  fw  Ame- 
rican who  does  not  spurn  and  loathe  it ;  bnt 
there  are,  it  is  sad  to  say,  a  knot  of  Irishmea 
who  are  not  ashamed  to  point  out,  in  the  Pre«8 
which  they  maintain,  how  the  ships  of  Her 
Majeety's  Navy  ought  to  be  blown  into  the  air 
to  destroy  the  power  of  England  by  secret 
treachery,  and  how  individuals  they  are  pleased 
to  select  ought  to  be  made  the  object  of  the 
knife  of  the  assassin  because  they  do  not  con- 
form to  the  new  Irish  gospel.'* 

The  whole  policy  of  the  Nationalists  was 
to  disintegrate  the  Empire.  That  was 
the  object  of  the  United  Irishmen  in 
the  Eebellion  of  1798,  and,  down  to  the 
present  day,  the  whole  policy  of  the 
Party  was  to  destroy  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  country.  He  need 
only  point  to  the  recent  attempt  of  The 
Freeman't  Journal  to  damage  bank  stock 
in  Ireland.  When  the  Prince  of  Wales 
paesed  through  Cork  it  was  well  known 
howtheNationallstsreceivedfaim.  There 
were  a  great  many  things  which  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  were  pre- 
pared to  deny  ;  but  could  they  deny 
that  at  recent  meetings  in  Ireland,  the 
name  of  the  Mahdi  was  greeted  with 
loud  applause,  while  that  of  Eng- 
land was  received  with  groans  P  The 
Loyalists  of  Ireland  appealed  with  con- 
fidence to  this  country,  for  they  could 
not  imagine  that  it  was  a  crime,  by 
sending  soldiers  to  the  field  and  officers 
to  command  them,  to  uphold  the  great 
British  Empire.  They  had  assisted  in 
sending  out  Govemers  to  the  Colonies, 
and  they  had  promoted  by  every  means 
in  their  power  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  this  country.  They  did  not  think 
that  at  this  critical  moment  they  ought 
to  be  abandoned  to  those  who  hated  the 
name  and  were  the  eternal  foes  of  Eng- 
land, and  who  wero  leagued  with 
traitors  in  the  American  States  to  brins 
about  the  ruin  of  this  great  Empire  and 
to  destroy  the  rule  of  the  Queen  in  Ire- 
land.  Aji  eloquent  writer  had  described 
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how  orime  was  brought  about  in  Ireland. 
He  said — 

"  Half  a  score  of  men  met  in  secret ;  the 
leader  telTa  them  that  Ireland  haa  heen  too  lon^ 
tranipUd  apoit  by  sooh  mso  aa  A.  B.,  that  it  ia 
time  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  landlorda  and 
tyrants.  Three  of  them  are  sworn  to  shoot 
A.  B.  ;  they  armed  tbomaelves  and  find  their 
opportunity;  and  -wo  read  of  another  brutal 
murder.  This  ia  the  type  of  transaction  whidi 
has  exaq>«nied  En|jand  doxi&g  tlie  lart  two 
years." 

That  passage  appeared  in  The  Ninttemth 
Century,  November,  1882,  and  the  writer 
waa  "  John  Morlej."  He  (Mr.  Johnston) 
hoped  that  the  right  hem.  Oentlemaa  en* 
tertained  the  same  views  on  thai  grave 
question  at  the  present  moment.  It  was 
not  the  landlords  and  agents  principally, 
but  the  faimeri  and  labourers,  Boman 
Catholiosmorethan  Protestants,  who  were 
the  victims  ;  and  the  description  given  in 
The  Nineteenth  Century  was  strictly  and 
literally  true.  He  (Mr.  Johnstoo),  al- 
though an  Orangeman,  would  give  per- 
fect liberty  to  his  fellow  Homan  Catho- 
lics, and  in  the  matters  affecting  their 
welfare  he  would  show  no  Party  feeling 
in  that  House.  He  regretted  to  think 
that  there  was  too  much  truth  in  the 
fitatement  made  recently  by  a  priest  in 
Dublin  to  a  Correspondent  of  7%»  JV*w 
York  Nution,  when  he  said — 

"  I'll  tell  yon  what,  there  is  no  use  in  yoar 
talking  of  moderation  or  reconcilement  with 
England.  They  hate  us,  and  we  bate  them. 
So  long  as  I  have  the  power  I'll  work  and  I'll 
work  fur  Home  Rule ;  and  then  I'd  work  and 
I'd  strive  for  separation;  and  then  I'd  work 
and  I'd  strive  for  the  deatnctiMi  of  the  BriUah 
Empire." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  from 
time  to  time  introduced  measures  for 
the  pacification  of  Ireland  and  the  con- 
ciHation  of  the  people.    With  such  a 
people  conciliation  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion and  impossible.     Some  of  thoso 
measures  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  tenantry  had  his  sup- 
port in  1870.    But  each  measure  seemed  \ 
to  be  attended  with  disastrous  failure,  \ 
and  the  Irreconcilables  would  take  his ' 
measures  to-day  and  work  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  Empire  to-morrow. 

Mb.  HA.NDEL  OOSSHAU;  said,  they 
could  not  get  rid  of  the  wrongs  and  in- 
juries of  two  centuries  in  the  short  space  ' 
of  years  that  that  Parliament  had  been  ' 
working  in  the  right  direction.  In  deal- ' 
ing  with  Ireland  the^  ought  to  aim  at 
the  peace  and  prospenty  of  the  country, ' 

Mr.  Johuton  ' 


and  whatever  else  might  bring  about 
that  happy  result,  he  was  quite  sure  that 
coercion  was  not  going  to  do  it.  If  coer- 
cion would  make  a  conntiy  happy  and 
prosperous,  Ireland  ought  to  be  in  that 
condition,  for  there  was  no  conniry  that 
he  knew,  except  such  as  had  th«  mis- 
fortune to  be  under  the  rule  of  the  Turks, 
that  had  ever  had  so  much  of  it.  Yet 
Ireland  stood  in  a  position  of.  which 
the   hon.    Ghentleman  (Mr.  Johnston) 
was  ashamed  —  and  so  was  he  ~  and 
he  should  continue  to  be  ashamed  till 
every  wrong  undw  which  Uiat  oonn- 
try  suffered  iiad  been  removed.  "What 
had  tended  more  than  aoything  else  to 
cause  the  evils  under  whieh  Ireland  la- 
boured were  the  efforts  made  by  some 
people,  including  certain  hon.  Members, 
to  &n  the  flames  of  religious  bigotry. 
The  attempt  to  fan  the  flames  of  religions 
bigotry  and  hate  would  not  promote 
peace  and  prosperity.    Such  speeohea 
as  those  delivered  lately  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Paddington  (Lord 
Eandolph  Chnrchill)  would  have  jost 
the  opposite  effect.  Another  thing  that 
would  not  promote  peace  and  prosperity 
was  to  have  one  policy  before  the  elec- 
tions aud  another  after.  That  would  not 
only  not  promote  peace  and  prosperity, 
but  it  would  UaiA  to  deatroy  confidence  in 
public  men  by  the  vaoillating  policy  that 
bad  been  pursued.    [0/vw«Uio»  ehtenA 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  wanted 
proofs  of  that,  he  would  not  have  to  go 
further  than  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Paddington.    Ireland  had 
been  lately  invited  to  express  its  opi- 
nions in  a  ConstitutioDal  way,  and 
having  so  done  he,  as  a  Liberal,  main- 
tained that  those  opinions  ought  to  be 
listened  to.    There  were  only  two  ways 
in  which  a  nation  could  express  its  views 
— the  one  being  the  Constitutional  way, 
and  the  other  illegal,  and  a  way  that 
would  bring  disgrace  upon  any  country. 
In  no  way  could  a  country  be  brought 
into  greater   misfortune  in  crime  — 
namely,  the  refoeal  to  listen  to  its  Con- 
stitutionally-expressed opinions.  Ire- 
land had  sent  herSepresentatives  to  the 
House  of  Oommons  to  express  her  views ; 
and  while  he  did  not  say  that  the  House 
was  bound  to  agree  with  them,  he  did 
say  that  it  ought  to  hear  them.  He  en- 
tered a  serious  protest  against  the  senti- 
ment that  Ireland  was  to  be  governed 
against  her  own  will,  and  as  a  Libwal 
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and  Oonatitatioiialist  he  claimed  for  a 
people  the  right  to  govern  ibemselres. 
He  req>eoted  the  views  of  a  miaoritj  aa 
much  aa  aay  man ;  but  surely  in  that 
House  Uiey  would  not  hesitate  to  admit 
that  minorities  must  yield  to  the  will  of 
mf^rities.  It  would  be  a  happy  day  for 
le^lation  in  regard  to  Lreluid^  as  well 
as  in  regard  to  England,  when  the  wishes 
of  the  people  wrae  listened  to ;  most  of 
the  taoubles  and  misfortunes  in  Irdand, 
aa  in  England,  were  due  to  goverament 
for  a  class.  The  noble  Lord  who  spoke 
from  the  Oppoeition  side  had  said  that 
the  Irish  Nation&l  Members  had  two 
sides  to  their  character,  and  he  was 
happy  to  hear  that  they  had  only  two. 
TbB  speech  of  the  late  Premier  (the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury)  delivered  at 
Newport  just  before  the  elections,  and 
his  speech  at  the  Crystal  Palaoe  on  the 
prerioos  night,  undoubtedly  exhibited 
two  sides,  if  not  several,  or  he  (Mr. 
Oossham)  did  not  understand  English. 
There  were  points  in  them  which  even 
the  genius  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Paddington  could  not  re- 
oooeile;  and,  more  than  that,  he  oould 
not  Taoonmie  hia  own.  They  were  told 
that  for  some  reason  or  other  the  Na- 
tional League  were  now  endeavouring 
to  suppress  crime,  and  he  was  thankful 
for  that,  but  believed  that  auy  attempt 
to  promote  coercion  would  lead  to  a  re- 
vival of  crime.  The  cheapest,  wisest, 
and  moat  Christian  thing  to  do  was  to 
do  justice;  and  the  most  unsafe  thing 
in  law  and  legislation  wad  injustice— 
and  when  he  said  that  he  referred  to 
injustice  to  the  rich  as  well  as  to  the 
poor,  to  tho  men  who  paid  the  rates  as 
well  as  to  those  who  received  them. 
Hon.  Qentlemen  opposite  thought  of 
justice  only  in  relation  to  landowners ; 
but  he  thought  of  justice  with  r^ard  to 
producers  and  consamers.  Some  of  the 
darkest  chapters  in  the  history  of  the 
nation  had  been  aseociated  with  this 
coquetting  with  the  interests  of  a  cdass. 
The  Prime  Minister  had  that  night 
raised  himself  to  a  higher  praition  than 
ha  had  ever  stood  in  before.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  conferred  great 
Ueesinge  upon  this  country,  and  he 
would  remind  hoc.  Qentlemen  opposite 
that  the  legislation  of  the  last  50  years 
had  been  mainly  associated  with  his 
name.  The  measures  which  had  made 
the  eoontry  gf  eat  had  not  come  from  the 
Cooserrative  aide.    Their  policy  had 


been  to  say  "No"  to  everything  that 
had  been  proposed  with  the  object  of 
making  the  country  great.  Mr.  Qlad- 
stone'e  name  would  be  remembered  in 
history,  whereas  those  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  only  written  in  saud;  and 
he  was  going  to  crown  his  honourable 
and  noble  career  by  one  more  attempt  to 
make  Ireland  peaoeful  and  hap^. 

OoLOHEL  BBIDGEMAN  said,  he 
thought  the  Prime  Minister's  Ireferences 
to  the  terms  of  the  Motion  now  before 
the  House  were  scarcely  called  for, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
well  understood  that  those  who  brought 
it  forward  had  no  desire  to  stop  the 
Supplies,  and  only  framed  the  Motion  in 
the  usual  Constitutional  mode.  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  ns  to  whether  there 
should  be  coercion  in  Ireland ;  but  it 
would  be  more  honest  to  admit  that  there 
was  coercion  in  Ireland  at  the  present 
moment ;  and  the  question  was  whether 
the  coercion  should  be  exercised  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  Queen's  Govern- 
ment or  by  the  members  of  a  League 
reqwnsible  neither  to  God  nor  man. 
Again,  upon  whom  was  this  coercion  to 
to  be  eiceroised  ?  The  Loyalists  wiehed 
it  to  be  applied  to  l^e  moonlighter,  the 
lawbreaker,  the  vicious,  and  the  disloyal ; 
but  hon.  Members  who  sat  below  the 
Gangway  appeared  to  be  quite  satisfied 
provided  it  was  only  applied  to  the 
weak,  the  virtuous,  and  the  loyal.  The 
Prime  Minister  had  tried  a  great 
number  of  experiments  for  the  pacifica- 
tion of  Ireland,  but  what  had  been 
their  result?  He  asked  whether  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Liberal  Benches  were 
satisfied  with  the  experiments  in  legis- 
lation which  the  Prime  Minister  had 
me^e  in  respect  to  Ireland  ?  He  was 
glad  to  find  there  were  some  men  who 
refused  to  follow  the  right  hon.  Geotle- 
mui  on  the  present  ocoasiim— noble  ex- 
ceptionaUke  the  noble  MarquwstheMom- 
be(rforBo88endale(tbe  Marquess  of  Hart- 
ingtou)  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Bury 
(Sir  Henry  James),  who  saoriGoer  plaoe 
and  power  in  order  to  stand  up  for  right 
and  justice,  principle  aod  truth.  He 
hoped  they  would  reap  a  rich  reward,  a 
reward  far  higher  than  a  scat  on  the 
Treafiury  Bench.  They  had  gained  the 
pleasure  of  a  satisfied  cooscienoe  and  the 
admiration  and  respeet  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen. 

Mb.  ALLISON  expressed  the  plea- 
sure with  which  he  had  heard  that  night 
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from  the  Prime  If  tnicter,  in  distinot  and 
empbatio  terms  which  would  be  uDder- 
stood  even  on  the  Opposition  Benches, 
that  be  did  not  ooosidw  that  at  tlus  mo- 
ment the  Irisb  Question  oould  be  satis- 
factorily solved  by  another  resort  to 
coercive  measures.  It  would,  bethought, 
be  felt  by  the  House  and  throughout  the 
country  that  if  it  was  right  to  abandon 
coercive  measures  last  year  that  the 
Tory  Party  might  climb  to  power  by  the 
votes  of  Irish  Members,  then  it  must  be 
right  to  ooutiuue  the  abaadonment  of 
coercive  measures  that  they  might  in 
the  future  more  than  in  the  past  govern 
Ireland  according  to  the  views  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  that  country, 
and  not  through  the  minority.  They 
had  been  told  very  often  that  the  8$ 
Members  from  Ireland  were  elected  by 
ignorance  and  intimidaUon,  just  as  it 
had  been  said  that  Members  on  the 
Htnisterial  side  had  been  sent  there 
by  the  ignorance  of  the  agricultural 
labourers  and  miners;  but  they  had 
seen  how  ignorance  ceased  to  be  igno- 
rance, how  vice  became  clothed  in  the 
garb  of  virtue,  and  how  the  votes  of 
Qentlemen  below  the  Gangway  opposite 
ceased  to  be  dangerous  things  when 
they  were  applied  to  the  promotion  of 
the  interests  of  the  Tory  Party.  The 
case  for  ooercion  did  not  exist  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Session,  or  they 
would  have  had  the  Bill  that  had  been 
referred  to  to-night  mentioned,  in  the 
Queen's  Speech;  and  still  less  did  it 
exist  now,  because  they  had  heard  from 
the  Prime  Ifinister  that  there  w  we  fewer 
oases  of  <aimein  Ireland  now  than  there 
were  a  month  ago.  Yesterday,  the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury  had  admitted 
that  there  was  some  oversight  in  the 
Queen's  Speech.  They  had  heard  that 
evening  that  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Westminster  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  was 
sent  to  Ireland  because  Lord  Carnarvon 
had  retired  from  the  Yiceroyalty ;  but 
they  all  knew  that  Lord  Carnarvon  had 
determined  six  months  before  to  retire ; 
and  as  the  late  Qovernment  were  aware 
of  the  fact  they  ought  to  have  prepared 
for  that  eventuality.  They,  however, 
had  not  made  up  their  minds  for  ooercion 
when  they  met  Parliament,  as  the  speech 
of  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Sir  Michael  Hioka-Beach-)  showed.  It 
was  toue  that  "  Boycotting  "  might  have 
xDcreased;  but,  at  Newport,  the  Mar- 
quess of  Salisbury  stated  that  the  Crimea 
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Act  was  no  remedy  tax  that  eril,  which 
must  be  left  to  the  mfluoice  of  tbne. 
The  Irish  Quertion  eovld  not  be  aeUled 
by  sneers  at  the  debancfaety  trf  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  sat  below  the  opwaite 
Gangway —  sneers  against  whaea  tu 
quoquee  might  be  hurled  back,  and 
sneers  which  had  to  be  igaominioasly 
withdrawn.  It  could  not  be  settled  by 
a  policy  of  soft  words  and  hard  oad, 
nor  by  what  had  been  happilj  called 
"  a  policy  of  Mr.  Smith."  [Zn^Ato-.] 
He  did  not  use  that  phrase  in  an  offeo- 
sive  sense  towards  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Westminster,  but  as  one  that 
had  stamped  itself  mi  the  Engluk  lan- 
guage as  indicating  a  policy  clutched  at 
by  despairing  Ministers  in  the  last  xao- 
ments  of  their  political  existenee.  Tkt 
preaenoe  of  the  85  Irish  Memben  oppo- 
site was  no  sew  fact  in  the  hiatoiy  of 
Lreland,  but  the  expression  of  an  old 
fact  which  had  hitherto  been  refused 
rocognition  by  theEuglish  people,  though 
be  hoped  that  would  be  the  oase  no 
longer.  Gentlemen  on  his  eide  (d  the 
House  had  been  told  that  they  were  in 
favour  of  Home  £ule;  but  had  then 
been  no  coquettings  with  Home  Kule  in 
other  direotions  7  The  Marquees  of 
Salisbury,  speaking  two  or  three  dins 
after  a  speedi  had  been  delivered  by  the 
Lesder  of  the  Party  opposite  (Mr.  Par- 
nell),  observed  in  reference  to  that  apeeak 
that  be  saw  that  some  proposition  had 
been  made  for  settling  that  queatioa  oa 
the  terms  of  the  Austro- Hungarian 
settlement ;  and  he  said  that  he  aav  no 
hope  at  present  of  aetttinf  it  in  that 
direction,  and  he  added — "Iwiahitmay 
be  so."  ["  No,  no ! "  atd  srwe  of 
"Quote  I  "J  TheHofqaesBof  Saliabuy 
said— 

"  I  have  not  seen  any  plan  or  any  mg^eation 
that  will  give  meat  prunit  the  aligliteit  ^niood 
for  anticipation  that  it  is  in  that  dirootaoa  we 
shall  find  a  aatiafactory  solation." 

Hear,  hear ! "  /ran  iht  Opp»nt*»m.'] 
t  hon.  Qentlemen  cheer  the  words 
that  followed.  They  were — "I  wish  it 
may  be  so.'!  What  did  that  mean? 
Did  it  mean  that  he  would  wait  tiU  an- 
other election?  Was  that  declarattsB 
of  the  Marquees  of  Salisbury  reoetTed 
with  the  horror  and  dismay  that  wcte 
immediately  manifested  the  moment  tiie 
right  hon.  Member  for  Hid  Lothian  was 
supposed  to  be  taning'  hia  new  in  that 
direction?  No,  it ahnoatpawadirithoat 
obaerratioD)  and  at  the  GeBerd.lffleQtioa 
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the  InA  vote  obtained  by  the  Party 
opposite.  He  thought  these  were  facts 
wbieh  the  House  and  the  country  ought 
to  consider.  They  were  standing  on  the 
ere  of  a  new  Parliament,  which  had 
already  solred  srane  qnestionB  which  the 
late  Parliament  had  been  unable  to 
setUe.  In  the  present  Seeaion  they  had 
been  enabled  to  mtroduoe  the  junior 
Kember  for  Northampton  (Ur.  Brad- 
laugh),  and  he  (Mr.  Allison)  was  quite 
sure  the  solution  of  that  difficulty  bad 
met  with  the  approval  of  the  country. 
He  hoped  this  new  Parliament  would 
also  solve  the  Irish  difficulty,  allowing 
such  an  achievement  to  be  added  to  the 
long  record  of  progressive  legidation 
which  the  Prime  Minister  had  been  able 
to  deal  with  during  the  coune  of  bis 
distinguished  career.  He  believed  that 
the  settlement  of  that  difficulty  would 
not  be  in  the  direction  of  separation,  but 
towards  that  of  knitting  the  two  countries 
together  in  firmer  and  oloser  bonds  than 
had  ever  bound  them  before. 

Mb.  D£  COBAIN  denied  that  the 
Leaden  of  the  Conservative  Party  had 
expressed  sympathy  with  the  hon.  Geu> 
ilemen  below  Wie  Gangway.  The  noble 
Marquess  who  spoke  the  previous  even- 
ing at  the  Crystal  Palace  (the  Marquess 
of  Salisbury),  and  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  South  Paddington  (Lord 
Bandolph  Churchill),  had  denied  with 
frankness  and  dieolaimed  in  the  most 
outspoken  manner  that  they  had  the 
least  sympathy  with  hon.  Members 
below  the  Qangway.  If  the  hon.  Qen- 
tlemen  opposite  did  the  eame  thing  the 
House  and  the  oonntry  generally  would 
be  better  satisfied.  Up  to  the  present 
they  had  no  repudiation  from  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  Liberal  Benches  of  the 
olaims  putifwward  1^  the  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gan  gway .  During  the  debate 
on  the  Address  the  House  was  anxious 
to  hear  an  exposition  of  the  policy  to  be 
pursued  by  the  Prime  Minister.  The 
right  hou.  Gentleman,  however,  evaded 
the  opportunity  given  him ;  and  at  the 
present  time,  although  the  people  of  the 
oonntry  remained  agitated  and  anxious 
as  to  what  his  views  were,  he  had 
pursued  a  policy  of  reticenoe,  and  had 
refrained  from  giving  to  the  country  a 
statement  of  bis  opinions  rwarding  Iriph 
policy.  It  had  been  said  that  no  reason 
had  been  shown  for  the  oourse  which 
the  Conservatives  had  taken  ;  but  be(MT. 
De  Oobain)  thought  hie  right  hon.  and 


learned  Friend  (Mr.Holmes)  had  conclu- 
sively shown  that  evening  that  there  was 
a  growth  of  crime  in  Ireland,  which,  if  it 
did  not  warrant  repressive  legislation, 
was,  at  least,  a  strong  ailment  that 
the  Irish  Executive  should  show  some 
firmness  in  dealing  with  evils  which 
were  gradually  augmenting.  If  the 
Common  Law  was  sufficient  to  cope  with 
anarchy  and  outrage  by  all  means  let  it 
be  put  in  force  with  energy  and  deter- 
mination. Why  was  it  not  enforced  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  the 
Empire  and  the  preservation  of  the  lives 
and  properties  of  Her  Majeaty's  sub- 
jects ?  It  appeared  to  him  that  true 
justice  was  the  enfbrcement  of  the  law 
impartially  administered  to  all  classes 
of  people.  Why,  then,  were  tiiese  out- 
rages against  life  and  property  per- 
mitted, and  why  was  "  Boycotting  '* 
allowed  to  go  on?  What  the  Irish 
people  asked  for  was  an  impartial  and 
a  firm  administration  of  justice.  The 
legislation  of  sentiment  conferred  no 
good  upon  Ireland,  but  among  a  large 
number  of  persons  practical  legislation 
received  their  unmistakable  sympathy. 
Those  who  represented  the  Loyalists  of 
Ireland  had  been  spoken  of  as  belong- 
ing to  the  landlord  class.  Speaking  now 
on  behalf  of  the  Loyal  Yeomanry  of 
Ulster,  of  the  artizan  class  in  the  great 
towns,  and  of  the  lower  elements  of  the 
Ulster  population,  he  said  a  feeling 
existed  of  strong  apprehension  with 
regard  to  the  future  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment as  to  any  concession  being 
made  in  the  direction  of  Home  Bule  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork. 
He  had  no  sympathy  with  coercive  l^s- 
lation,  and  he  believed  that  but  few  hon. 
Members  on  his  own  nde  of  the  Hoase 
sympathised  with  such  a  policy.  He 
maintained  that  the  policy  of  eoeroion 
had  been  the  policy  of  Liberal  Govern- 
ments, while  that  of  the  Tory  Party  had 
been  one  of  relaxation  and  tolerance. 
The  demand  of  the  Irish  Members,  in 
his  opinion,  was  for  a  purely  sentimental 
concession,  which  might  he  of  interest 
to  the  class  which  they  represented,  but 
not  to  the  class  which  had  done  the  most 
for  the  material  prosperity  of  Ireland. 
If  this  demand  on  the  part  of  the  Na- 
tionalist Members  were  acceded  to,  in  a 
short  time  a  corresponding  demand 
would  spring  up  on  the  part  of  Ulster 
for  a  separate  Legislature.  If  hon. 
Hembera  below  the  Gangway  wen  in- 
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vested  with  aathority  to  administer  the 
interests  of  Ireland,  that  admiaistration 
wonld  be  in  the  interests  of  anarchy 
and  to  the  detriment  of  those  elements 
vhich  had  contributed  to  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  Irish  population.  It 
was  quite  within  the  mark  to  tay  that 
the  Loyalists  of  Ireland  amonnted  to 
one-third  of  the  population,  and  it  was 
a  matter  that  onght  to  be  put  to  the  teat 
at  the  earliest  moment.  It  could  be 
demonstrated  by  an  impartial  pUiuciU 
if  all  terrorism  were  withdrawn.  He 
beliered  that  on«-hal£  the  popalatioa — 
and  that  half  the  law-abiding,  thrifty, 
and  prosperons— would  be  found  to  m 
antap;onistio  to  the  ipcAicj  of  oonoesnon, 
and  in  favour  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
unity  of  the  Empire,  and  of  drawing  the 
bonds  of  union  closer  than  they  were  at 
present.  It  was  said  that  there  were 
two  Nationalities  in  Ireland  ;  but  the 
Prime  Minister  seemed  to  recognize  one 
only,  and  to  make  his  concessionB  to  it. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton)  told  the  House  that  every  Par- 
liamentary device  would  be  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  Go- 
vernment if  theolaims  of  his  Party  were 
not  satisfied ;  but  two  oould  play  at  that 
game,  and  it  was  not  a  dignified  or  just 
Uiing  that  the  Business  oi  the  Empire 
should  be  obstructed  and  tim«  frittered 
away  by  these  everlasting  discussions. 
If  any  Party  undertook  to  solve  this 
question  by  the  desperate  expedinit  of 
severing  the  Union,  some  hon.  Members 
would  resort  to  every  Parliamentary  and 
Constitutional  means  to  resist  the  grant- 
ing of  such  a  concessicHi.  If  upon  the 
eventful  day  of  the  1st  of  April  the 
Prime  Minister  disclosed  a  scheme  which 
they  found  to  be  inimical  to  the  interests 
of  the  Loyalists  of  Ireland,  so  far  as 
their  Bepresentatives  were  concerned 
they  would  offer  it  the  most  atrennous 
and  inflexible  opposition. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT: 
I  am  one  of  those  who  have  never 
altered  their  opinions  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  one  of  those  who  have  always  ad- 
vocated the  maintenance  of  lawand  order 
in  Ireland,  which  it  is  the  first  duty 
and  business  of  the  Government  to  main- 
tain, in  spite  of  the  opinion  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers wbrae  business  I  believe  it  to  be 
to  see  Ireland  never  at  peaee  and  never 
tranquil.  I  have  never  hesitated  to 
say  that  the  late  Government  made  a 
mistake  in  that  they  did  not  maintain 
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the  portions  of  the  Crimes  Aet  upon 
which  the  former  Govsvnment  went  ont. 
It  is  all  very  -well  to  say  that  the 
former  Liberal  Government  went  out  on 
trifiing  questions  with  regard  to  beer 
and  spirits ;  they  went  out  because  they 
could  not  agree  among  themselves  with 
regard  to  the  renewal  of  the  Crimes  Act. 
[Mr.  GiASSTONB  dissented.]  I  will 
undertake  to  say,  unless  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  contradicts  me,  that  the 
Crimes  Act  was  the  difficulty  in  tiie 
Cabinet.  WiU  the  right  hon.  Gentle' 
man  get  up  and  say  Ms  Caluaet  was 
agreed? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  anxions  to 
meet  that  request  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  and  therefore  I  rise  to  say 
that  I  have  not  a  word  to  add  to  my 
letter  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  (Sir  Miohad 
Hicks-Beaeh),'  in  which  I  stated  that 
the  Cabinet  met  to  consider  the  Crimes 
Act  on  the  day  before  the  debate  on  the 
Budget,  that  every  point  was  settled  in 
the  Cabinet  excepting  one,  and  that  the 
subject  of  that  one,  as  I  stated  in  the 
letter,  I  believe,  was  with  respect  to  the 
prorisions  against "  Boycotting  " — whe- 
ther they  ibould  continue  as  direct  pro- 
visions, or  as  prorisions  which  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  should  be  empowered  to  put 
into  force. 

Sir  WALTEB  B.  BARTTELOT: 
That  may  be  so ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentlraaan  will  not  go  further  and  say 
that  there  was  not  a  great  disagreement 
in  the  Cabinet,  nor  will  he  say  that  it 
was  not  upon  that  question  that  the 
Cabinet  made  up  their  minds  to  resign. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE:  The  Cabinet 
really  resigned  upon  the  questimi  on 
which  they  publicly  resigned. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT: 
That  may  be  so;  but  that  was  not  the 
opinion  of  the  country,  nor  is  it  the 
opinion  of  the  country  at  thia  moment. 
It  is  remarkable  that,  having  gone  cat 
on  the  question  of  the  Crimes  Act,  ihvf 
bave  now  come  in  upon  that  qaestion. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  he  did  not  tnm  out  tho 
late  Government  on  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  ICember  for  Ipswit^  (Mir.  Jesea 
Collings),  but  that  he  really  tamed  tltem 
out'  on  t^e  question  of  dealing  with 
Ireland.  [Crifs  «/  *'  No  I  "]  Why,  the 
admission  nas  been  made  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Moriey). 
No  doubt,  the  first  otijeet  of  the  ripit 
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lion.  Qentleman  is  to  mainUio  law 
and  order;  but  what  has  been  done  to 
obtain  that  object  ?  Not  a  single  thing, 
and  it  is  this  the  House  has  to  con- 
sider. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ad- 
mits that  the  cases  of  "  Boycotting  " 
had  increased  enormously  by  the  month 
of  October,  and  yet  when  he  came  into 
Office  he  took  no  steps  to  diminish  the 
number  of  such  oSanoes.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  the  case  of 
Ourtin,  and  no  case  can  demcoistrate 
more  dearly  the  shocking  slate  in  which 
Ireland  is.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  with  reference  to 
whom  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Sir  William  Harcourt), 
who  is  now  all  civility,  once  used 
very  strong  terms,  stated  on  one  occa- 
sion that  if  he  were  in  poesession  of  a 
farm  he  would  fire  upon  any  man  who 
should  oome  to  turn  him  out  of  it.  I 
will  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo 
whether  he  looks  with  complacency  on 
the  incidents  of  Curtin's  murder,  and 
the  treatment  to  which  his  heroic  daugh- 
ters were  afterwards  subjeoted  by  their 
neighbours  ? 

Mb.  DILLON  said,  that  he  did  not 
look  with  complacency  on  what  had 
happened.  He  considered  the  whole 
matter  a  most  disgraceful  and  miserable 
business. 

Sib  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT :  The 
question  is  this — Would  these  things 
have  occurred  if  the  National  League 
had  not  been  in  command  ?  If  the 
Queen's  Government  had  been  in  autho- 
rity would  these  things  have  occurred  ? 
And,  if  they  had  occurred,  it  would  have 
been  the  duty  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, having  newly  come  into  power,  to 
take  care  that  they  were  at  once  put  a 
stop  to.  He  says  that  no  more  coercion 
is  to  be  introduced.  The  right  hon. 
G^tleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exohe- 

guer  said  that,  as  the  late  Qovernment 
ad  given  up  coercion,  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  reintroduce  it ;  but  that  is  a 
decision  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man may  have  to  reconsider.  We  have 
given  up  bleeding,  because  it  is  con- 
sidored  to  be  an  antiquated  remedy ; 
but,  if  you  think  that  the  only  way  to 
save  the  life  of  a  patient  is  by  bleeding 
him,  surely  you  would  not  refuse  to  take 
that  step.  I  venture  to  say  that  at  some 
future  time  we  may  find  the  Prime 
Minister  a  most  strenuous  advocate  for 
the  reiatroduction  of  coercion,  I  have 


no  desire  to  go  into  ancient  history ;  but 
I  must  do  so  for  a  moment.  I  cannot 
but  remember  that,  notwithstanding  the 
warnings  which  sounded  in  his  ears,  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  the  man  to 
give  up  the  Peace  Preservation  Act, 
although  he  was  oantioned  in  the 
strongest  terms  that  it  was  the  worst 
thing  that  could  be  done  for  Ireland. 
What  was  the  e£Eiaot  of.not  ooatinuing 
the  Peace  Preservation  Act  ?  The  Arms 
Act  had  expired,  and  arms  were  allowed 
to  be  brought  into  the  ooaatry-f  and 
very  soon  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  had 
to  come  down  to  Parliament  and  ask  for 
a  lar^e  measure  of  coercion,  and  the 
right  non.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  was  the 
man  who  had  to  carry  out  that  coercion. 
But  there  was  something  a  great  deal 
more  than  that,  and  I  would  like  to 
mention  it  to  the  House,  because  it  is 
as  well  to  recall  these  things  in  the  pre- 
sent aspect  of  affairs.  After  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  got  that  Act  passed, 
murders  continued  to  be  rife  in  Ireland. 
Lord  liietrim  and  Mrs.  Smythe  were 
murdered.  [Mr.  Gladstone  dissented.] 
The  riffht  hon.  Gentleman  shakes  his 
head ;  but  it  is  a  fact.  [An  hon.  Mnc- 
beb:  In  1877.1  Yes;  it  was  my  mis- 
take. Lord  Xeitrim's  murder  was 
earlier.  It  was  Lord  Mountmorres  who 
was  murdered  at  that  time.  It  was 
not  until  after  Lord  Mountmorres  and 
Mrs.  Smythe  were  murdered  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  came 
down  here  and  demanded,  in  solemn 
tones,  that  further  powers  should  be 
given  to  him.  I  have  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  here,  if  I  can  find 
it.  I  Oh,  oh ! "]  The  groans  of  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  do  not 
upset  me.  Nothing  was  done  by  the 
Government  until  after  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  retired,  and  after  those 
two  terriblo  murders  took  place  in  the 
Phmniz  Paik.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself  will  well  recollect  those 
murders.  Up  to  the  time  those  two 
murders  took  place  he  would  do  nothing 
to  remedy  or  prevent  the  outrages  which 
were  taking  placoiin  Ireland.  I  do  not 
want  to  enter  into  too  many  details ;  but 
I  also  recollect,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  will  reool- 
lect,  liiat  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  a  speech  in  Leeds.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  answered 
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that  speech,  and  the  moment  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  his  reply  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  orders  that  he 
should  be  apprehended  and  put  in 
prison,  and  then  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man vent  down  to  the  dinner  at  Guild- 
hall, and  stated  that  he  had  at  last 
placed  in  prison  the  man  who  was 
steeped  up  to  the  lips  in  treason. 

Mr.  sexton  :  It  was  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  late  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  who  said  that. 

8iE  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT :  I 
think  it  was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  that  the  statement  was  made  at  the 
Guildhall  dinner,  the  words  being  that 
he  had  caused  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork,  who  was  steeped  to  the  lips 
in  treason,  to  be  thrown  into  prison. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  after  the 
Phoonix  Park  murders,  came  down  to 
this  House  and  introduced  the  strongest 
Coercion  Act  that  had  over  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  House.  What  did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bradford  say  ?  He  told  us  that,  terrible 
as  these  murders  were,  they  had  saved 
Ireland,  and  that  if  they  had  not  taken 
place  the  Government  would  not  bave 
thought  it  their  duty  to  bring  in  the 
Prevention  of  Crimes  Act,  or,  at  any- 
rate,  anything  like  so  strong  a  Grimes 
Act  as  that  which  was  introduced.  The 
state  of  matters  had  gone  from  bad 
to  worse,  and  in  a  very  short  time  it 
would  have  been  necessary  to  put  crime 
and  outrage  down,  not  by  a  Prevention 
Act,  but  by  cannon  and  an  armed  force 
of  soldiers.  That  was  the  opinion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bradford,  expressed  to  his  constituents 
long  after  the  PhoeDix  Park  mur- 
ders took  place.  What  were  the  steps 
taken  by  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way to  bring  to  justice  the  perpetrators 
of  the  murdcTs  I  have  mentioned,  and 
what  will  they  do  to  prevent  a  repeti- 
tion of  such  horrible  cnmes  ?  Can  it  be 
said  that  what  happened  then  ia  not 
likely  to  happen  again  ?  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does  not  grant  to  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  all  they  ask  for,  and  what 
they  tbink  they  have  a  chance  of  getting, 
things  in  Ireland  will  shortly  revert  to 
the  very  worst  condition  in  which  they 
have  ever  been,  and  you  will  find  that, 
instead  of  peace  and  order  being  pre- 
served in  Ireland,  crime  and  outrage 
will  again  prevail.   Will  the  right  hon. 

Sir  WelUr  3.  SartUlot 


Gentleman  say  for  one  moment — be- 
cause he  must  remember  that  the  late 
Government  were  only  in  Office  for 
something  like  six  months — will  he  say 
that  Ireland  is  in  such  a  state  of  pro- 
sperity and  well-being,  that  it  is  able  to 
attract  capital,  and  to  induce  men  to  in- 
vest their  money  there  as  they  ought  to 
do,  in  an  integral  part  of  this  great 
Empire  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  nntil 
things  are  settled  and  until  weknow  what 
is  going  to  be  done  in  Ireland,  which  we 
do  not  know  at  present,  there  can  bo  no 
confidence  whatever  that  peace  and 
order  will  be  restored  in  Ireland.  Look 
for  a  moment  at  the  population  of  Ire- 
land. I  have  no  desire  to  put  one  class 
against  another,  or  one  religion  against 
another;  but  I  believe  that  there  are 
many  men  in  Ireland — Roman  Catholics 
as  well  as  Protestants— who  as  firmly 
support  the  Union  between  the  two  coun- 
tries as  any  hon.  Member  sitting  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  I  believe  that  the 
desire  for  the  repeal  of  the  Union  has 
been  grossly  exaggerated.  I  firmly  be- 
lieve that  If  ^ey  came  to  the  test,  and 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  left  to  them- 
selves, you  would  find  a  lai^e  number, 
who  are  now  believed  to  be  in  favour  of 
the  separation  of  England  and  Ireland, 
who  would  be  found  in  rwility  to  be 
warm  supporters  of  the  Union.  Do  not 
let  us  make  any  mistake  about  that 
question.  The  question  at  present  be- 
fore us  is  that  peace  and  order  should 
bo  maintained  ;  and  I  say  that  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  that  day 
and  night  for  weeks  and  months,  and 
even  for  years,  he  has  been  thinking  of 
a  solution  of  this  difficult  question, 
surely  he  is  able  to  say  what  it  is  that 
he  proposes  to  do  for  the  preservation 
of  peace  and  order  in  Ireland.  I  am 
sony  to  say  that  is  the  one  thinar  he 
will  not  tell  us ;  and  I  think  it  will  be 
for  the  interest  of  Ireland,  and  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  Kingdom,  if  he 
will  inform  us  plainly  and  distinctly 
whether  ho  means  to  bave  a  Parliament 
on  College  Green.  That  is  the  question 
which  is  agitating  the  minds  of  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway — that  is 
what  they  have  taken  o£f  their  coats  to 
fight  for ;  that  is  what  chey  have  stated 
distinctly  will  Eatiefy  them,  and  nothing 
else.  ["  Hear,  hear  !  "]  Well,  that  is 
a  point  gained.  We  now  know  exactly 
where  we  stand.  Hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  do  desire  a  Parliament 
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on  Oollege  Ghreen ;  and  if  I  know  the 
views  and  opinions  of  my  countrymen 
and  of  hon.  Members  who  sit  in  this 
House,  and  of  men  who  are  ready  to 
put  Party  considerations  on  one  side, 
and  to  look  only  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  the  first  thing  they  have  at 
heart  is  that  the  interests  of  this  great 
Empire  shall  be  preserved.  I  know  that, 
whether  we  may  or  may  not  agree  with 
many  hon.  Members  in  all  paitioulars, 
there  are  on  tiie  opposite  Benches  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  hare  already  made 
sacrifices  in  the  interests  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  the  time  will  come,  and  that 
before  long,  when  they  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  saying  that,  although 
they  did  uot  agree  with  many  things 
we  have  done,  yet,  in  the  main, 
there  is  no  very  wide  separation  be- 
tween us.  \_Laugkt»r.']  It  is  very  well 
to  laugh ;  but  the  times  are  a  great  deal 
too  serious  for  laughter ;  and  I  think 
that  the  proposal  of  the  noble  Ijord  the 
Uember  for  South  Faddington  [Lord 
Randolph  Churohill)  to  the  moderate 
Liberals  to  join  us,  was  a  fair,  reason- 
able, and  just  proposal.  I  am  satisfied 
that  although  some  hon.  Members  on 
that  side  of  the  House  differ  from  us  in 
many  of  our  views,  yet,  when  the  time 
comes  for  placing  this  great  question 
before  us  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Prime  Minister,  it  will  be  found  that 
there  are  men  in  the  ranks  of  our  oppo- 
nents who  prefer  their  country's  inte- 
rests to  that  of  tbieir  Party,  and  who  are 
convinced  that  it  is  for  the  interests  of 
their  country  that  the  Union,  which  has 
subsisted  for  the  last  700  years,  should 
be  maintained.  I  trust  that  that  Union 
will  be  preserved,  not  only  by  us  and 
our  sons,  but  by  our  sons'  sons  for 
generations,  for  I  firmly  believe  that 
without  the  existiog  Legislative  Union 
the  honour,  dignity,  *and  the  integrity  of 
this  great  Empire  cannot  be  maintained. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  OHUEOHILL: 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or 
two,  after  the  powerful  speech  which 
has  just  been  delivered — [Laughter] — by 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North- 
'Westem  Sussex  (Sir  AValter  B.  Bart- 
telot).  There  is  one  remark  with  which, 
I  think,  all  Parties  in  the  House,  and 
every  individual  in  the  House,  will 
almost  entirely  and  absolutely  agree, 
and  that  is,  that  the  times  are  rather  too 
serious  for  laughter,  and  that  the  sub- 
ject of  debate  to-night  laiaes  not  only 
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quMtions  involving  the  highest  and 
longest-cherished  hopes  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  Gangway,  but  that  it 
also  raises  questions  which  we  believe  in 
their  ultimate  solution  will  greatly  affect 
the  fate  of  the  British  Empire.  I  think 
that  hon.  Members  will  be  inclined  to 
agree  that  these  are  questions  that  ue 
worthy  of  the  most  serioos  and  gvave 
disonssion  by  the  House  of  Oommons ; 
and  oertainly,  in  an^  ramarks  I  may  offer 
to  the  House,  I  will  endeavour,  to  tbe 
best  of  my  ability,  to  act  up  to  the  prin- 
ciple I  have  ventured  to  lay  down;  and 
on  this  occasion  I  ask  for  more  than  the 
usual  measure  of  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  because  it  would  have  been  far 
more  agreeable  to  me,  on  account  of 
feeling  extreme  fatigue  by  reason  of 
various  incidents,  to  have  postponed  my 
remarks  to  a  later  occasion ;  but  I 
tiiought  that  I  myself  had  been  charge- 
able, and  am  chargeable,  with  a  very 
great  deal  of  the  controversy  about  this 
Irish  Question ;  and  I  also  tiiought  that 
a  good  deal  of  oontrorerey  hsM.  been 
raised,  even  in  this  debate,  about  the 
remarks  Z  have  made,  and  about  the 
attitude  with  regard  to  this  Irish  Ques- 
tion which  I  have  taken  up.  I  was, 
therefore,  anxious  to  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  not  only  to  explain,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  my  views  with  regard 
to  Ireland  so  far  as  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  will  permit  me,  but  I  was 
also  anxious  to  t^e  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  inviting  those— and  they  are 
many — who  have  aocueations  to  bring 
against  me — some  accusations  sueh  as 
those  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  mule  in  open  discussion  in 
public,  and  other  accusations  made  by  a 
more  contemptible  class  of  opponents — 
mean  opponents  who  shelter  themselves 
under  pseudonyms  or  other  disguises.  I 
thought  it  right  that  I  should  take  this 
opportunity  of  inviting  sueh,  if  there  are 
any  in  the  House,  to  state  in  the  House 
what  they  have  to  urge  against  the 
views  I  have  put  forward  in  regard  to 
Ireland ;  because,  if  I  exhaust  my  right 
of  speaking,  I  know  there  are  Friends 
on  this  side  of  the  House  who  are 
capable  of  answering  the  charges  which 
may  be  made.  Therefore,  with  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House,  I  will  now  en- 
deavour, to  the  beet  of  my  ability,  to 
reply  to  the  arguments  adduced  by  Uie 
Prime  Minister  against  the  Motion  of 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr. 
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Holmes).  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  endear 
your  to  pnt  aside  altogether  an  argu- 
ment with  which  the  right  hou.  Gentle- 
man opposite  (the  f^rst  Lord  of  the 
Treasury)  occupied  a  great  deal  of  time 
this  evening.  It  was  a  thoroughly 
technical  ai^ament — an  ailment  which 
I  have  often  heard  used  in  the  House  of 
Oommotts,  and  an  argument  which  I 
hare  nerer  known  to  nave  any  weight 
with  Ihe  House  of  Oommons — but  it  is 
an  a^ument  of  apparently  inexhaustible 
resource  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  this — "  You  "—meaning  us, 
the  Opposition — '*  you  allege  that  the 
state  of  Ireland  is  grave  and  bad,  and 
how  do  you  propose  to  remedy  the  state 
of  Ireland  while  yon  ask  the  House  of 
Oommons  to  stop  the  Supplies  ?  "  Now, 
no  one  knows  better  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  that  is  not  the  Motion 
before  the  House ;  and  not  only  ie  that 
not  the  Motion  before  the  House,  but 
no  one  knows  better  than  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  that  even  if  by  any  miracle 
this  Motion  were  to  receive  the  support 
of  the  majority  of  the  Members  of  the 
House,  the  Supplies  to  the  Grown  would 
be  voted  with  the  same  regularity  as  in 
former  years.  That  being  so,  why  did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oooupy  so 
much  of  his  time,  and  exhaust  so  much 
of  his  satire  and  power  of  invective,  in 
what  I  can  only  call  beating  the  air  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  when  the  House  is  called 
upon  by  the  Government  to  go  into 
Oommittee  of  Supply,  it  is  the  right  of 
every  Member  of  this  House — and  moro 
especially  is  it  the  right  of  the  Opposition 
as  a  body — to  raise  any  great  question 
.  of  public  or  State  importance  in  the  best 
mannertheycan ;  andthatitisamostcon- 
venient  and  Constitutional  opportunity 
for  eliciting  from  the  Government  of  the 
day  the  policy  which  the  Government 
intend  to  pursue  on  any  important  or 
critical  state  of  affairs.  Now,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  experience  of  the 
Honse  of  Commons  is  too  long  and  too 
profound  for  him  to  offer  the  smallest 
contradiction,  either  by  interroption  or 
by  sign,  to  that  statement  of  mine. 
Therefore,  I  proceed  to  affirm,  without 
fear  of  contradiction  from  the  Prime 
Minister,  or  from  any  other  Member  of 
the  House  who  is  experienced  in  its 
working,  that  the  Motion  which  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  has  sab- 
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mitted  to  the  House  to-night  is  an  emi- 
nently Constitutional  Motion;  that  the 
occasion  which  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  has  chosen  ie  an  eminently  Con- 
etitntional  occasion ;  and  that  no  blame 
or  censure  can  be  pronouooed  either 
upon  the  one  or  upon  the  other.  Well, 
Sir,  there  was  a  reason— a  very- grave 
reason— which  indnced  mj  rigtit  hon. 
and  learned  Friend,  after  consultation 
with  those  in  whom  he  had  oonfideooe, 
to  submit  this  Motion  to  die  Hotise  of 
Oommons.  ^e  Prime  l&rister  is  (he 
greatest  Hriog  master— I  b^eve  he  is 
the  greatest  master  that  ever  lived — of 
the  art  of  Parliamentary  tactic.  I 
cannot  at  al!  describe,  in  my  limited 
knowledge  of  English,  my  admiratiiMi  for 
the  resources— the  Pariiamentary  tac- 
tics— which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
on  eveiy  occasion  able  to  display ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  on  a 
very  solemn  oocasion — the  opening  of 
Parliament — gave  the  most  serioua  ad- 
vice to  his  Followers  to  take  such  and 
snch  a  line  of  action,  because  he  said 
he  was  an  "  old  Parliamentary  hand." 
WeU,  that  being  so— and  we  reot^ize 
the  fact  that  the  utmost  limit  to  whieh 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  wish 
us  to  recognize  it— it  behoves  ns  to  be 
on  our  guard,  as  far  as  our  limited 
faculties  enable  us  to  be  on  our  guard, 
because  what  do  we  find  in  the  position 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  regard 
to  Ireland?  We  £nd  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  undoubtedly  for  tme 
purpose  or  another,  contemplates  a  large 
policy  with  regard  to  Ireland ;  but  the 
tactics  which  he  is  pursuing,  and  the 
delay  which  he  has  claimed  from  Pwlia- 
ment,  and  which  he  still  claims,  are 
calculated  to  lull  tiie  publio  miiid  of 
England  into  a  state  of  torpor  and 
lethargy,  and  are  oidculated  to  acenarlom 
the  publio  mind  of  England  to  poliraes 
and  schemes  which,  if  they  were  at  onee 
plaoed  before  the  public  mind  of  £ng- 
land,  would  not  have  a  chance  of  bmng 
accepted.  That  is  the  danger  whieh  we 
feel  we  hare  to  guard  against.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  need  not  imagine  for  a  mo- 
ment that  I  underrate  the  tremendous 
power  of  the  Prime  Minister  in  this 
country.  Not  for  a  moment;  but  it  is 
because  I  estimate  his  power  at  its 
proper  value  that  I  agree  in  the  prudence 
of  the  Motion  which  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  has  brought  before  the 
House  to-night;  beoftose,  evm  fif  be 
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doea  nob  snoeead  ta  seaaring^  the  ^m- 

Eathy  of  the  House,  the  object  of  the 
[otion — be  it  right  or  wtoog — it,  at  a 
Oonstitationftl  moment  and  in  a  Ooasti- 
tutional  manner,  to  drav  the  attention 
of  England  to  the  itate  of  Ireland,  and 
to  the  policy  which  ve  believe  Her  lCa~ 
jesty'B  G^OTemment  contemplate  vith 
regard  to  that  oouniry.  Nov,  I  under- 
stand from  the  reply  of  the  Primo  Mi- 
nister, which  was  an  eminently  contro- 
Terual  reply,  that  he  qaeations,  and 
even  denies,  the  right  of  the  Opposition 
who  sit  in  this  quarter  of  the  House 
to  raise  the  question  of  Ireland  at  all, 
not  only  in  the  form  of  ceusare  on  the 
Government,  but  eY&a  in  the  form  of  in- 
quiry from  the  GOTernment.  ,  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asserts  that  our  whole 
Irish  pt^ioy  was  a  mistake  from  begin- 
ning to  end — that  it  has  utterly  failed. 
[Mr.  GimLDstosb  dissented.]  The  gene- 
ral  tenour  of  the  aigument  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  undoubtedly  that 
our  policy  had  ^to^ether  fuled,  and 
that  it  betrayed  vaoiUation,  heutation, 
and  ineapatnty  for  making  up  our  mind. 
The  right  hon.  Gentl«nan  asserted  that 
altogether  our  Irish  policy  had  been  bo 
essentially  wrong,  and  so  essentially 
vicious,  that  it  was  impossible  and 
utterly  hopeless,  ev&a  with  the  best  will 
in  the  world,  for  him  and  his  Party,  in 
the  position  they  then  oooupied,  to  re- 
strain themeelveB  from  turning  the  late 
Government  outof  Office.  And  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  also  denies  the  right  of 
the  ^vsent  Opposition  to  raise  this  ques- 
tion of  social  order  in  Ireland,  because, 
he  asserts,  or  he  assumes,  or  he  imagines 
that  the  present  Opposition,  when  they 
were  in  Office,  had  entered  into  a 
compact  and  an  aUiavce  with  the  Irish 
Nationalist  Party  in  this  House— a  com- 
pact which  was  based  essentially  upon 
the  utter  and  permanent  abandonment 
of  all  measnres  in  the  nature  of  repres- 
sive legislation;  and  that,  therefiore,  hav- 
ing entered  into  that  compact  and  having 
broken  that  compact — according  to  his 
argument — we  are  utterly  precluded, 
either  from  inquiring  from  the  Govern- 
ment what  policy  they  intend  to  puaue, 
or  from  pressing  on  the  Government 
legidation  which  the  Government  might 
deem  to  be  of  an  extraordinary  or  re- 
pressive nature.  That  is  the  position 
which  the  Prime  Minister  takes  up. 
[Mr.  Ouldbtohb:  No.]  That  is  the 
fesential  positioa  which  Hu  right  hon. 


Gentleman  takes  up,  [Mr.  GxAzwtoHs; 
Na.J  Well,  I  am  so  anxious  to  get  as 
rapidly  as  I  can,  with  ihe  kind  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  to  the  principal 
part  of  the  argument,  that  I  will  dear 
the  way  of  these  preliminaridB.  I  am, 
therefrae,  prepared,  mainly  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  debate,  to  make  to  the 
Prime  Minister  very  large  admissions. 
I  brieve  it  to  be  the  hereditary  and  in- 
alienable tendency  of  all  British  Govern- 
ments to  blunder.  I  am  led  to  that  con- 
clusion from  a  olose  and  profound  study 
of  history,  and  of  the  career  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  am  ^uite  pre- 
pared to  admit — I  see  no  object  what- 
ever in  denying  it,  because  I  want  to 
get  at  the  real  gist  of  the  argument— 
^at  the  late  Government  did  not  pre- 
sent themselves  before  Parliament,  with 
regard  to  Ireland,  in  that  absolutdy 
perilsot  and  imi«egnable  form  which  an 
ideal  Government  would  like  to  oocupy. 
I  make  the  PHme  Minister  a  present  of 
that  admission.  Therefore,  die  argu- 
ments about  the  inoapaolty  of  the  late 
Government — all  the  ellianees  they  con- 
cluded, and  blunders  they  committed 
—I  put  aside,  for  the  purpose  of  argu- 
ment, because,  if  the  right  hon.  GenUe- 
man  likes,  I  admit  them  all.  But  there 
is  one  accusation  which  he  almost  directly 
made,  which  I  do  not  admit,  and  which 
I  will  not  admit  for  a  moment.  He 
asserted,  perhaps  not  directly— bnt  the 
whole  tendency  of  his  argument  was  to 
assert — that  the  decision  of  the  late 
Government,  when  they  took  Office, 
with  regard  to  coercion,  was  influenced, 
and  solely  influenced,  by  the  prospeet  of 
catohingthe  Iri^  vote  at  the  late  Elec- 
tion. Wdl,  now,  if  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  only  to  do  with  mysdf— had 
only  to  rely  upon  my  assertion— I  should 
not  think  of  arguing  this  matter  with  it. 
I  see  no  object  in  this  kind  of  argument. 
Therefore,  I  say,  assert  whatever  you 
lease,  mako  whatever  accusations  you 
ke,  attribute  to  me,  if  it  will  do  any 
good,  the  worst  and  most  despicable  mo- 
tives— I  content  myself  with  the  know- 
ledge of  what  I  have  in  my  own  mind, 
and  what  is  in  my  own  mind  is  enough 
for  me.  But  what  I  want  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentieman  is  this — without 
claiming  the  smallest  consideration  for 
mysel^Iwould ask— Does  the rig^thon. 
Gentleman  serioiuly  think  that  a  states- 
man like  LogrdSoUebKry,  witii  CoUeagnee 
like  Iiord  Carnarvon  and  Lord  Oran- 
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brook— does  he  think  ihat  a  Gootlemaa 
■who  has  been  so  long  before  the  House 
of  CommoDB  as  ray  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  this 
House— does  he  think  that  one  whom  he 
vas  always  ready  to  flatter  and  enlogize, 
when  it  suited  him — Lord  Iddealeigh — 
does  he  think  that  these  men  are  so 
utterly  lost  to  all  consideration  of  poll* 
tical  honour  and  to  erery  conndwatioa 
of  political  honesty  tiiat  they  are  in* 
fluenoed,  and  only  influenced,  by  the 
meanest  and  most  corrupt  motives  whioh 
can  actuate  the  lowest  politician  ?  Does 
he  think  that  men  like  them  would,  in 
dealing  with  the  question  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland — involving  the  future 
of  Ireland— an  integral  and,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  most  interesting  portions  of 
the  United  Kingdom — would  take  a  de- 
cision, with  regard  to  the  government  of 
Ireland,  guided  only  by  oonsiderationB 
of  an  electioneering  character  ?  I  will  go 
furttter,  and  ask  him  whether  he  thinks 
that  Lord  Salisbury,  or  Lord  Iddesleigh, 
or  my  right  hon.  Friend  who  sits  near 
me,  would  take  a  decision  of  that  kind-~ 

«r«]  —  f^om  electioneering  conadora- 
tions  ?  I  am  certain  that  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway,  although,  in  the 
heat  of  debate,  they  manifest  some 
slight  signs  of  incredulity,  if  this  matter 
were  calmly  discussed  in  a  room  with 
two  or  three  people,  would  admit  that 
my  arguments  are  perfectly  sound,  and 
that  a  Minister  like  Lord  Salisbury  is 
utterly  incapable  of  being  liable  to,  or 
chargeable  for  One  moment  with,  an  accu- 
sation of  that  character.  Well,  Sir,  I 
am  not  going  to  deny — I  am  not  going 
to  conceal  it  from  the  House  for  one 
moment — why  should  I  do  so,  for  I  never 
have  concealed  anything  from  the  House, 
and  I  am  not  goinv  to  begin  to-day— 
that  at  one  time  I  had  an  idea  that  the 
Tory  Party  might  co-operate  with  the 
Iridb.  Party.  [LaughterT]  I  must  pray 
the  House  to  allow  me  to  argue  this  out 
calmly.  X  have  often  worked  with  Irish 
Members.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  do  so 
again.  I  am  anxious  not  to  detain  the 
House  longer  than  it  is  necessary;  but 
it  will  be  difficult  for  me  to  argue  con- 
secutively unless  I  am  assisted  by  the 
kiad  indulgence  of  the  House,  I  admit 
that  I  have  never  concealed — I  never 
concealed  it  in  the  last  Parliament — 
that  I  thought  it  possiUe  that,  on  many 
Irish  subjects,  the  Tory  Party  might  co- 
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operate  with  the  Irish  Kaiional  Party. 
But  what  did  I  go  upon?  I  had  an 
immense  precedent  to  go  upon.  I  had 
the  preoedent  of  the  Whig  Ministry  of 
tbe  days  of  Mr.  O'Connell.  O'Oonnell 
ooonpied,  at  one  time,  as  strong,  and  if 
possible  a  stronger,  position,  having 
regard  to  tbe  relative  position  of  Par- 
ties, than  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Ci^ 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  bow  ocoii{ttfl8. 
r«No,  no!"  /rm  th$  Bern*  SmU  Ibm- 
ban.']  I  maintaia  that  I  am  historioally 
correct.  What  ma  tSie  state  ot  the  case 
then  7  O'Connell  had  got  a  lai^e  Irish 
Party  of  about  35,  after  a  ehange  of 
Parliament,  and  pressed  upon  Parlia- 
ment the  policy  of  Bepeal ;  and  in  tfae 
Election  of  1835 — I  thinki  am  accurate 
in  saying  it  was  1885— -O'ConDell,  in 
addressing  his  Dublin  ctmetituents,  used 
these  words — "  Sink  or  swim,  live  or 
die,  I  go  for  Bepeal,  and  notluDg  but 
Eepeal."  Mr.  O'Connell  oame  back  to 
Parliament  on  that  programme,  deter^ 
mined  to  press  it  upon  Parliament  at  all 
hazards  and  at  all  costs.  What  hap- 
pened ?  The  WKig  Ministry  of  dtat 
day,  being  unable  to  cai^  on  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  oDuntry  without  aa 
allianoe  viUi  the  Irish  Party,  came  to 
terms  with  Mr.  O'Connell,  and  CCoa- 
nell   dropped  the  policy  of  Bepeal. 

"No I"]  Isitnotso?  L"No!"l 
Yes,  certainly.  And  why  ?  He  dropped 
the  policy  of  Bepeal,  on  condition  that 

the  Whig  Ministry  

Mb.  W.  O'BBIEN  :  He  gave  it  up(»i 
promises  whioh  were  brokm  by  Uie 
Whigs. 

LoaD  BA.NDOLPH  CHUBCHUJi: 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that.  Mr. 
O'Connell  dropped  the  policy  of  Repeal, 
on  the  understanding  tiiat  the  Whig 
Ministry  would  bring  forward  such  mea- 
sures for  Ireland,  diort  <rf  Bepeal,  as 
Mr.  O'Connell  and  his  Friends  Uioi^t 
absolutely  neeesaa^  to  be  put  before  the 
ooimtry.  That  is  a  great  historical  pre- 
cedent. There  you  had  a  powerful  Eng- 
lish Party,  perhaps  one  of  the  prondeet 
England  has  ever  known,  allying  itself 
with  the  Irish  Party,  elected  oa  the 
platform  of  unconditional  Bepeal.  on 
the  condition  that  that  Irish  Party 
dropped  the  policy  of  Bepeal,  and  con- 
senting to  legislate  for  such  matters  as 
the  development  of  Irish  prosperity  and 
progress  in  a  manner  which  might  be 
agreeable  to  tiie  Party  from  Irelimd. 
Well,  I  own  I  had  that  pracedflnt  ia  my 
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mind  in  the  lost  Parliament,  and  I  did 
not  see  why  that  state  of  things  should 
not  ooDur  again.  It  always  appeared  to 
me  that  the  Tory  Party  were  well  quali- 
fied to  deal  with  many  qnestions  of 
Irish  interest  in  a  manner  which  might 
be  thoroughly  agreeable  to  the  Irish 
people,  and  which  would  not  be  in 
the  least  dangerous  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  Empire.  I  particularly 
allude  to  the  question  of  education, 
and  to  the  question  of  the  land.  Judging 
by  past  history,  I  imagined  that  though 
the  cry  of  Repeal  might  be  raised  aa 
stiiongly  as  erer,  and  the  Irish  Uem- 
bers  might  say  again  —  "Live  or 
die,  sink  or  swim,  we  go  for  Bepeal," 
still  I  imagined  that  might  merely 
turn  out  to  be  a  sentiment  for  keeping 
t(^;ether  a  powerful  political  Party,  and 
that  if  Bepeal  was  absolutely  against 
the  wish  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment the  policy  of  Repeal  would  be 
dropped.  [An  hon.  Hembbh  ;  Times 
are  changed.]  Well,  it  is  quite  true 
that  times  are  changed.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  be  a  magician,  or  a  prophet,  and 
I  could  only  judge  by  the  past ;  and  I 
did  not  see  why  the  Irish  Party,  finding 
that  the  House  of  Commons,  as  a  whole, 
was  totally  opposed  to  the  Bepeal  of  the 
Union,  might  not  oo-operate  either  with 
the  Tory  or  the  Libwal  Parly  in  bring- 
ing forvard  such  measures  short  of 
Bepeal  as  the  Irish  Party  might  wish 
for.  I  maintain  that  there  was  nothing 
unreasonable,  extravagant,  or  wrong  in 
that  supposition.  I  never  concealed  it 
from  anyone,  but  made  a  frank  and 
open  confession  of  it.  I  quite  admit  that 
that  supposition  turned  out  to  be  entirely 
wrong.  I  make  no  concealment  of  that. 
There  were  two  tremendous  faults  in  my 
calculation.  One  was  that  I  never  cal- 
culated— it  never  entered  into  my  wildest 
dreams — that  the  f^esent  Prime  Minister 
Tould  ever  go  in  for  the  policy  of  Bepeal . 
Now,  that  was  not  an  altogether  un- 
sound calculation  on  my  part.  I  rather 
fancy  that  there  are  many  on  that  side 
of  the  Honse— in  fact,  I  doubt  whetiher 
there  was  a  single  penon  on.  the  Minis- 
terial side  of  the  House  who  did  not  make 
the  same  oaloolation.  I  wonder  whether 
there  is  any  person  on  the  Front  Minis- 
terial Benidi,  with  the  exception  of  tjie 
Home  Secretary,  who  mode  so  remark- 
able a  speech  at  the  time  of  the  Ponte- 
fraot  Election,  who  did  not  nuke  tiie 

YOIj.  OOOn.    [XBIBD  SEBIE8.] 


same  erroneous  calculation  ?  It  was  in 
my  calculation  that  whoever  might  go 
in  for  Bepeal,  in  whatever  quarter  he 
might  sit,  the  last  man  to  go  in  for  it 
would  be  the  present  Prime  Minister  of 
England.  Now,  why  didltake  that  view  ? 
Hon.  Members  will  at  once  admit  that 
I  had  enormous  ground  for  believing 
that  the  whole  House  of  Commons, 
whether  under  Tory  or  Liberal  Leader- 
ship, would  be  opposed  to  Bepeal.  That 
was  my  view.  My  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  late  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  in  the  speech  with  whidi  he 
opened  the  debate,  declared  that  the 
inimeMinisterhad  often  spoken  strongly 
against  Home  Bule,  or  the  policy  of 
Bepeal,  and  the  Prime  Minister  inter- 
rupted the  late  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, and  said — "Quote,  quote."  Well,  if 
the  Prime  Minister  will  allow  me,  and  if 
the  House  will  allow  me,  I  will  quote  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  and  one  of  the 
strongest  declarations  against  the  policy 
of  Bepeal  which  any  modem  public  man 
has  ever  put  before  the  English  people. 
They  are  the  words  of  the  present  Prime 
Minister  at  Aberdeen,  when  the  citizens 
of  Aberdeen,  believing  that  he  was  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  0nion  of  the 
Unit^  Kingdom,  conferred  upon  him 
the  freedom  of  that  city.  And  it  is  not 
very  long  ago — nothing  considering  the 
rate  at  which  we  live  now.  It  was  only 
in  1871 ;  and  you  must  remember  that 
1871  was  a  very  remarkable  epoch,  for 
at  that  time  the  Prime  Minister  ima- 
gined that  he  had  altogether  settled  the 
Irish  Question.  He  had  disestablished 
the  Irish  Church  ;  he  had  dealt  with  the 
Irish  land ;  and  it  is  perfectly  certain 
that  at  that  time — but  I  will  not  antici- 
pate. Mr.  Butt  had  at  that  time  just 
been  returned  for  the  City  of  Limerick, 
and  the  Prime  Minister  alluded  to  hie 
return  and  the  claims  he  was  going  to 
make  on  Parliament  in  regard  to  the 
Bepeal  of  the  Union.  This  is  what  the 
Prime  Minister  said — 

"  We  are  told  that  it  is  necessary  for  Ireland 
to  close  her  relations  with  the  Parliament  of 
this  coontry,  and  to  hare  a  Parliament  of  her 
own.  Well,  now,  we  ihall  say  to  this  domaad 
— Why  is  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  be  broken 
np  ?  Has  Ireland  great  grievances  ?  What  is 
it  that  Ireland  has  demanded  from  the  Imperial 
Parliament  which  that  Imperial  Parliament  has 
refondf  (Load  cheers  from  the  ftsemenot 
Aberdeen).  I  have  ^xdced  in  vain  " — 

recollect  that  the  Prime  Miaister  at  that 
3  8 
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time  had  had  maoh  ezperienoe  of  paUio 
life — 

"1  luTe  looked  in  vain  for  any  practical 
Mtberaa  of  policy  which  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment it  not  aqwd  to  imH  with,  whiah  it  lefnsea 
to  deal  with,  and  whidh  ia  to  be  tiroiq^t  about 
by  Home  fiale." 

Then  the  Prime  Hinistw  proceeds  to 
tuTii  the  policy  of  Bepeal  into  ridioule. 
The  House  heard  him  satirise  my  right 
hoD.  and  learned  fViend  with  all  the 
foree  of  his  satire ;  but  that  satire  was 
perfectly  fbeble  oompared  with  the  force 
of  the  ridioule  he  poured  upon  the  policy 
of  Bepeal  at  Aberdeen.  What  did  he 
say?   He  said — 

*'  1  have  seen  nothing  in  favonr  of  ll«peal, 
except  that  it  is  stated  that  there  is  a  qoantity 
of  finm  the  seas  whkdt  anmmnd  Ireland ;  and 
that  if  tbqr  bad  Homa  Rule  they  would  catch  a 
great  dcalof  these  flah."  (Huchlaoghterand  loud 
cheers  from  the  dticenB  of  Abordeen.) 

But  the  Prime  Minister  argued  his  point 
out  very  olosely.    He  continued — 

"There  axe  fiah  in  the  aaas  which  surround 
Ungland  and  Scotland.  Eagland  haa  no  Home 
Bule  ;  Seotiand  hai  no  Home  Role ;  but  they 
manage  to  catch  the  flab." 

Again  loud  laughter  andrenewed  cheers. 
Then  be  goes  on — 

You  would  expect,  when  it  ia  said  that 
the  Imperial  Farliament  is  to  be  broken  up, 
that  at  least  a  case  should  be  made  out  showing 
great  subjects  of  policy  and  great  demands 
neoeesary  fer  the  welfare  of  bwuid  wUch  the 
BepreaentatiTea  of  Ireknd  had  united  ta  ask, 
ana  whioh  the  BepresentatiTea  o£  England, 
ScoUand,  and  Wales  had  united  to  refuse.'* 

Then  he  goes  on  to  state  categorically— 

"  There  is  no  such^grievanoe.  There  is  no- 
tUsg  that  Ireland  has  asked,  and  which  this 
country  and  this  Parliament  has  refused.  This 
Parliament  haa  done  for  Ireland  what  it  would 
bare  scrupled  to  do  for  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land." 

^ain  loud  cheers,  and  then  the  Prime 
Aunister  goes  further.    He  said — 

"  What  are  the  inequalitiea  between  England 
and  Ireland  P  I  declare  that  I  know  of  none, 
except  that  there  are  eertain  taxes  still  remain- 
ing which  are  levied  upon  Scotchmen  and  Eng- 
Habmen,  aad  not  levied  upon  Ireland ;  and  like- 
wise that  there  are  certain  charges  for  which 
public  money  is  freely  and  largely  given  in 
Ireland,  fmd  not  given  in  Eugltmd  and  Scot- 
land. That  seema  to  mo  a  very  feeble  case 
indeed  for  the  aigament  which  has  been  made, 
by  means  of  which  the  fabric  of  Uie  United 
Arliammt  of  this  ooontiy  ia  to  be  broken  up." 

May  I  read  a  little  more?  After  all,  we 
are  greatly  dependent  upon  the  argu- 
ments of  these  great  men  for  our  oppo- 
sition to  the  policy  of  Itepeal.   We  con 
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never  prodaoe  anytiiing  bettw;  aad  u 
at  the  i^resent  moBtent  the  policy  of 
Repeal  is  the  Prime  Minister's  remedj 
for  the  restoration  of  social  order  in 
Ireland— QuDrooia  ^asmted,  st^ 
oriet  of  "  No,  no!  "  from  tlaJGnukrUl 
Ssnghtt] — I  feel  that  I  am  not  travsUing 
farftom  theqaeation  in  plaeingtbeBOit 
eouTincing  argummts  befwe  msHoiiN. 
Then  the  Prime  Minister  went  on  to 
say — 

"  If  the  doctrines  of  Home  Role  are  fo  tit 
established  for  Ireland,  I  protest  on  yonlKlHtt 
tbat  you  are  jost  as  well  entitled  to  it  in  Soot- 
land,  and,  moreover,  I  protest  on  behalf  of 
Wales,  in  which  I  have  lived  a  good  deal,  uid 
whero  there  are  800,000  people  who  to  thia  dar 
— such  ia  their  sentiment  of  nationally— ^ok 
hardly  anything  but  their  own  tongne— I  pro- 
test on  behalf  of  Wales  that  th^ate  sntiUedto 
Home  Rule  there." 

Now,  observe  this — 

"  Can  any  soosible  man,  any  rational  nua"— 

it  is  strong,  though  it  is  redundant— 

"  can  any  rational  man,  can  any  ssnBUe  asB, 
sni^KMB  tbat  at  this  time  of  day,  in  this  ooodi- 
tion  <^  the  world,  we  are  going  to  diant«giil* 
ibo  great  capital  instittttions  of  ^  conntrF  f» 
the  purpose  of  making  oarselvas  ridienlooi  in 
the  Bight  of  all  mankind,  of  crip^inganyponr 
wo  possess  for  beetowiag  what  Mesimgi  wesay 
throBgh  lagiuattoo  on  tns  ooimtiy  to  lAidin 
bdong  f  " 

Loud  cheers  from  his  audieooe.  Thos 
is  one  more  sentence,  if  I  am  not  bw* 
passing  too  much  on  your  time.  [Oria 
of  "  Go  on !  "]  I  have  a  great  mifld  to 
keep  it  for  another  day.  Bat,  Bir,  tiut 
is  not  all.  The  Prime  Minister  stated, 
in  interrupting  my  rig'ht  boa.  and 
learned  Friend,  that  when  ftr.  Batt  fii4 
introduced  his  Home  Kule  sehems  to 
Pariiament  he  took  no  part  in 
debate.  The  Prime  Minister  will  not 
suspect  me  of  intentimal  disrespactif  1 
am  obliged  to  contradict  hira  fioB  tbe 
columns  of  Sm*ari.  In  the  year  1874 
— I  daresay  the  ri^it  hoa.  Oentknan 
forgets  tibat  year,  Decaue  it  is  luit  * 
pleasant  year  for  Urn  to  reo^l-'lb. 
Butt,  who  wM  at  that  time  at  the  hn^ 
of  a  considOTable  Parly,  mtmA  iB 
Amendment  to  tiie  Address.  [Hr.Gtsi>- 
8TOSI  made  an  observation  wfaioh 
inaudible.]  Pardon  me ;  perhape  tke 
right  hon.  Qentleman  will  allow  vsa  to 
proceed.  Mr.  Butt  moved  an  Ameod- 
ment  to  the  Addreas,  asking  for  inqniff 
and  examination  into  the  existinf 
tern  of  gOTemmenk  in  Ireland,  comp^i^ 
ing  that  the  Irish  peopW  did  not  o^f 
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Ae  full  benefits  of  the  ConefittttioB,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  part  in 
that  debate.  [Mr.  Gladstone  :  Hear, 
hear !  ]  He  made  a  most  able  speech ; 
and  this  is  how  be  desoribed  the  speeoh 
tA  Mr.  Butt.   He  said — 

"What  iB  it  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
■aks  as  to  do  P  He  tayi  Ite  has  fnm«d  a  per- 
fectly fntdligible  plan  by  whioh  affiun  excla- 
■rtJy  Irish  are  to  bo  diacuaaed  in  an  Irish  Par- 
liament, but  that  aGTairs  not  exclusively  Irish 
are  to  be  discussed  is  this  Parliament,  and  the 
Members  repreaentiDg  Irdand  are  to  come  here 
for  that  pnzpoie." 

That  was  the  object  of  Mr.  Butt  in 
moviog  an  Amendment  to  the  Address  ; 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thus 
reasons — 

"  He  "—that  is,  Mr.  Butt — "says  great  dis- 
aatisfaction  exiata  in  Ireland,  and  we  are  to  pro- 
xniae  to  inqnire  with  a  view  to  the  removtu  of 
this  dimiatiBfaetion.  Taking  m^  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  on  his  own  showing,  doea  he 
think,  if  dissatisfaction  exista  in  a  oonato^,  the 
ragoe  promise  of  an  intention  to  inquire  into  it 
can  be  held  a  fitting  mode  in  which  a  great 
Assembly  like  the  Imperial  Pariiament  should 
meet  that  state  of  things  f  I  say,  on  the  con- 
ttaiy,  it  ii  a  dangerous  and  tricky  system  for 
Faiiismeni  to  adopt— to  eaoonnter  national  dia- 
aatiafactitm,  if  it  really  exists,  with  the  as- 
snranee  which  may  mean  anything  or  nothing 
~whidi  may  perhaps  conciliate  the  feelings  of 
Ireland  for  a  moment,  and  attract  a  passiDg 
breath  of  popularity,  but  which,  when  the  day 
of  trial  comes,  may  be  foand  entirely  to  fail 
them.  It  is  a  method  of  proceeding  which, 
whatever  Party  may  be  in  power,  or  whatever 
meesnres  may  be  adopted,  I  teust  this  House 
will  never  condeioead  to  adopt." — (3  Smtard, 
[ai8j  131.) 

["Hear,  hesr!"]  These,  of  conise, 
may  be  admirable  arguments,  and  I 
myself  thoronghlj  agree  with  them ;  but 
I  am  snrprieed  at  their  being  cheered  so 
enthnsiastically  by  hon.  Members  bdow 
the  Gangway  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
becanse  there  could  not  be  a  more  con- 
vincing proof  afforded  to  my  mind  that 
a  few  years  ago  the  Prime  Minister  was 
perfectly  hostile  not  only  to  any  polii^y 
involving  Bepeal,  but  to  the  particular 
policy  now  recommended  to  Parliament 
— ^the  policy  of  inquiry  and  examination 
for  whioh  he  now  claims  the  indulgence 
of  Parliament.  That  policy  was  only  a 
few  years  ago,  in  the  words  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  a  dangerous  one,  and  one 
which  Parliament  ought  never  to  adopt. 
That  was  why,  as  I  immk  I  have  shown 
to  the  House,  I  was  not  unjustified  in 
beliefing— in  fiut,  I  was  pretty  sure— 
that  whatever  happened,  uw  two  great 
British  p(riBtieal  irartiea  would  nnite  i> 


opposition  to  the  polioy  «f  Bepeal.  Bat 
my  oalculati<HL  has  been  entirely  upset 
on  that  point,  not  only  by  the  speedt 
which  the  Prime  Minister  has  made  to- 
night, but  by  the  inclusion  of  the  right 
hon.  Qontleman  the  Ohief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  and  the  exclusion  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  the  Koseendale 
Division  of  Lancashire  (the  Marquess  of 
Hartington),  which  have  shown  my  error 
in  a  most  unmistakable  manner.  I  chal- 
lenge the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  deny 
it — I  challenge  any  single  responsible 
Member  on  that  Bench  to  get  up  and 
deny  that  the  policy  whioh  the  Prime 
Minister  contemplates  as  a  substantial 
and  remedial  policy  is  a  polioy  of  Bepeal. 
If  I  am  wrong,  there  is  no  apolpgy  I  will 
not  make— none.  I  ehallmge  him  to  say 
whether  I  am  right  or  wrong.  Well,  the 
House  is  very  kind  in  allowing  me  to 
explain  the  failure  of  all  my  calcula- 
tions. With  regard  to  my  calculations 
as  to  the  future  of  Ireland,  of  course  it 
was  becanse  I  was  wild  enough  to  base 
my  hopes  upon  the  consistency  of  the 
Prime  Minister  that  1  made  them.  But 
I  made  another  great  error  in  my  calcu- 
lations, also  connected  with  social  order; 
and  I  expect  that  some  of  my  Colleagues 
sitting  on  this  Bench  did  the  same.  We 
totally  under- estimated,  and  we  totally 
miscalculated,  the  enormous  power  in 
Ireland  of  the  Irish  National  League. 
[Mr.T.  P.O'Comhob:  And  in  England.] 
Hod.  Members  below  the  Gangway  need 
not  be  ashamed  of  the  power  of  the  Irish 
Leaguo— [CriM  of  "  No  I "  frmHHu£ri»k 
ifMdAM] — they  are  very  proud  of  it  in 
Ireland.  IHien,  why  does  the  hon.  Ibm- 
ber  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Oonnor}, 
an  English  Member,  appear  to  be 
offended  and  annoyed  because  I  say 
that  when  the  late  Government  came 
into  Office,  and  for  a  little  while  after 
they  came  into  Office,  I  had  under-esti- 
mated and  miscalculated  the  power  of 
the  National  League? 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOB  rose  amid  cries 
of  "Order!"  He  said:  The  noble  Lord 
has  made  a  personal  reference  to  me ; 
and  I  have  a  perfect  right,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Bales  of  the  House,  to 
explain.  He  seems  to  imply  that  I 
disapproved  of  hu  statement.  What  I 
said  was  that  we  are  proud  of  the  power 
of  the  National  League  in  Irelana,  and 
also  in  EhglABd. 

LoBD  BlNDOLPH  OHTJBOHILL: 
I  am  sorry  the  km.  Member  has  tiiooght 
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it  neoOHary  to  make  that  interrnptioD, 
because  it  only  atreiigtlieiiB  my  argu- 
ment. I  Bay  that  the  power  of  the  Na- 
tional Lea^e  in  Ireland,  eapported  by 
the  power  of  the  National  Leagae  in 
England,  and  by  86  Members  in  this 
Hoase,  was  a  power  which  the  lato  Go- 
Temment,  I  admit,  has  omitted  in  their 
calculation,  and  that  they  hod  totally 
undw-estimated  it.  Now,  Str,  I  oome, 
if  I  may  be  allowed^  to  that  quotation 
from  my  speech  at  Birmioghain  on  which 
the  right  hoD.  Gentleman  has  lud  so 
much  stress.  I  am  glad  that  he  made  a 

5[UOtation  from  my  speech.  I  may  say  I 
eel  a  kind  of  personal  ranity,  because 
it  is  the  first  of  my  speeches  that  the 
right  hon.  Qentlemau  has  oondeacended 
to  notice.    The  words  which  I  used  at 
Birmingham  were,  I  believe,  correct  and 
justifiable,  so  far  as  official  information 
at  that  time  went,  and  were  based  upcw 
facts  and  figures  of  crime  and  ontrage. 
I  did  not  make  that  statement  on  my 
own  authority.   Before  I  went  to  Bir- 
mingham, I  had  the  opportunity  of  pass- 
ing a  few  days  in  Ireland,  and  of  con- 
sulting the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the 
Irish  authorities.    My  statement  thai 
the  abandonment  of  the  Grimes  Act  had 
been  abundantly  justified  was  solely 
limited  to  the  infmnation  given  me  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  crime  and  outrage 
in  Ireland,  and  to  one  thing  more — 
namely,  to  the  prospect  which  the  Ad- 
ministration baa  of^  dealing  with  that 
crime  and  outrage  by  the  ordinary 
criminal  process.    I  contend  that  the 
statement  I  made  was  an  accurate  state- 
ment, and  that  there  was  nothing  erro- 
neous in  it.    More  than  that,  it  was 
based  on  the  statement  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  who  now  leads  the  Opposition. 
The  Prime  Minister  said  that  we  had 
never  given  any  intimation  of  what  our 
policy  with  Te^urd  to  Ireland  would  be 
when  the  new  Parliament  met,  if  the 
social  state  of  Ireland  did  not  improve. 
May  I  not  ask  the  ri|^t  hon.  Qentieman, 
in  common  fumesa,  to  modify  his  asaer' 
Hon,  tiiat  at  the  time  of  the  General 
Election,  ior  the  purpose  of  electioneer- 
ing gain,  we  stated  that  the  state  of 
Ireland  was  perfectly  satisfactory ;  that 
the  policy  of  abandoning  the  Grimes  Act 
had  been  a  complete  success  ;  and  thai 
there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any- 
thing would  induce  a  Conservative  Go- 
Temment  again  to  apply  to  Parliament 
for  exceptional  legislation.   The  state- 


ment  is  tiiat  we  did  tiiat  for  thepurpoaa 
of  gaining  an  diectioneering  advantsg«. 
I  think  X  am  not  misrepresenting  ths 
statement ;  and,  of  course,  it  is  &  point 
on  which  I  feel  a  little  sensitive.  Whaa 
you  oome  to  uialyae  it,  it  is  not  a  very 
pleasant  accusation ;  but  I  think,  when 
the  Prime  Minister  reads  the  speech  de- 
livered by  my  right  hon.  Fnead  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  (Sir  Hicfaid 
Hicka-Beaoh)  to  his  oonstitofflits,  or 
rather  to  those  irom  wlutm  he  was  see- 
ing election,  he  will  be  prepared  to 
modify,  if  not  altogether  to  withdiav, 
his  statement.  My  right  hon.  Friotd 
said — 

"  That  the  OonservatiTo  Part/  had  resolnd 
that  they  would  not  introdace  exceptioiullsgu- 
lation  for  the  preveotion  of  czime  in  Irdvid, 
unless  perfectly  convinced  that  crime  coold  not 
be  prevented  by  the  ordinary  law ; " 

but  he  added — and  let  me  draw  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleaua 

to  this — 

"  That  he  could  aasure  his  hearers  that  il  it 
should  be  proved  that  the  powers  of  the  (ffdi- 
narj  law  did  not  suffice  to  preserve  peace  and 
order  in  Ireland,  the  Ministry  would  not  lUow 
months  to  elapse,  as  did  Her  Majesty's  late 
Government,' '  (that  is,  the  last  libenl  Hintstiy) 
"  without  coming  to  Parlianumt  to  ask  it  te 
help  them  in  this  matter." 

I  do  not  think  tiiat  there  was  anyeoor 
cealment  or  fraud  practised  on  the 
tors  in  that  matter  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  any  more  than  by  Lora  Salis* 
bury.  It  was  by  him  dearly  statsd  tfast 
the  success  of  die  experiment  thai  had 
been  tried  was  a  matter  of  doubt,  ssd 
that  if  we  found  the  ordinary  lav  to  be 
inadequate  for  the  preservation  of  oid«r 
and  national  freedom  in  Ireland,  we 
should  not  hesitate  to  come  to  Parlia- 
ment and  ask  for  further  powers.  With 
regard  to  this  question  of  social  order 
in  Ireland,  when  I  was  myself  in  Ire- 
laud— I  think  in  the  middle  of  Octobflr 
— certainly  Lord  Carnarvon,  and  many 
of  the  authoritiee  in  Ireland,  developed 
to  me  their  views  aa  to  the  tranen^HU 
power  of  the  National  Leagae ;  and  I 
can  aay  that  at  that  time  Lord  Car- 
narvon and  those  who  advised  Idn 
were  extremely  anxious  and  alarmed  at 
the  growing  power  of  the  League  in 
Ireland.  ["  Hear,  hear!  "]  Are  hoiu 
Members  from  Ireland,  who  cheer 
that  statement,  quite  certain — is  the 
House  quite  certain — that  the  aame 
alarm,  that  the  same  fear  and  the  same 
nervouBBMB  aa  to  the  power  of  the  Ka* 
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tional  League  in  Ireland  are  not  to  be 
found  on  the  Treasury  Bench  f  Well, 
Sir,  obTiouily  at  that  time  no  Oabinet 
meetings  -were  being  held — none  were 
held  from  the  middle  of  October  to  De- 
oember,  for  the  Eleotions  were  taking 
place.  A  OabiBeb  meeting  waa  held  in 
December — I  hope  I  am  not  wearying 
the  House  too  much — I  think  on  the 
2nd  of  December,  and  Lord  Camarron 
and  Lord  Ashbourne  brought  before  the 
Cabinet  the  extraordinary  development 
and  the  unlimited  resources  of  the 
National  League.  That  was  the  na- 
ture of  the  Lmgne  then — a  tremendous 
and  formidable  organization.  What  it 
was  then  it  is  at  the  present  day, 
without  the  slightest  doubt  whaterer. 
Now,  the  Orimes  Act  was  utterly  use- 
less for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
the  National  League;  and  if  1  was 
in  power  to-morrow,  without  a  Col- 
league, and  with  irresponsible  power, 
and  wished  to  restore  order,  I  would  no 
more  think  of  renewing  the  Crimes  Act 
for  this  purpose  than  of  flying.  That  ia 
not,  to  my  mind,  required  for  the  state 
of  things  exifitiDg  in  Ireland  now.  The 
Crimes  Act  waa  passed  to  deal  with  an 
undetected  and  an  unlimited  amount  of 
crime.  But  in  Ireland  at  present  what 
we  have  is  a  power  which,  by  the  errors 
of  former  Governments,  perhaps  the  last 
Government,  perhaps  the  Government 
before  that,  has  been  allowed  to  extend 
ils  deepolio  sway  over  three  Provinces  of 
Ireland — absolutely  a  despotic  sway,  and 
by  the  side  of  that  power  the  Quel's 
Government  is  powerless.  There  are 
two  Qoremmonts  in  Ireland  f^t  the  pre- 
set moment.  That  is  the  fajjt  I  wish 
to  draw  attention  to.  There  are  two 
Governments  in  Ireland  at  the  present 
moment,  and  of  those  two  Governraento 
that  which  sits  in  this  House  is  the 
weaker.  If  that  is  so,  I  will  again  ven- 
ture to  challenge  the  official  opinion  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, who  has  now  been  some  time  in 
Office,  but  who  has  never  given  to  the 
House  his  opinion  on  this  most  important 
question.  That  is  our  view  of  the  state 
of  Ireland,  and  the  state  of  social  order 
there.  There  are  two  Govemmente  in  the 
oountry,  and  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
for  any  man  to  serve  two  Governments. 
A  society  which  is  divided  (gainst  itself 
is  a  society  which  is  in  a  ruinous  and 
dyine  state.  This  is  our  position ;  this 
is  wmt  we  brieve.   We  believe  that 


the  existence  of  tho  National  League  in 
Ireland,  exercising  co-ordinate  auutority 
in  Ireland,  has  more  power  and  autho- 
rily  Uian  that  of  the  Queen's  Govern- 
ment,  and  has  produced  an  uuparallelcd 
atate  of  national  demoralization.  This 
is  an  opinion  we  are  entitled  to  hold. 
Hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway,  I 
daresay,  altogether  disagree  with  it ; 
but,  at  any  rate,  they  will  admit  that  it 
is  an  opinion  which  the  Opposition  ore 
entitled  to  hold,  and  which  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  recently  in  Office  are  not  only 
entiUed  to  hole],  but  are  bound  to  plaoe 
before  the  House.  What  was  our 
remedy?  It  was  that  those  two  Govem- 
mente could  not  continue  to  exist  if 
social  order  was  to  be  maintained ;  and 
we  proposed  by  law  to  suppress  the  Na> 
tional  League.  That  is  a  remedy  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  tells  us  is  a  bad  remedy,  be- 
cause it  would  have  led  to  Parliamentary 
discomGture  and  disaster.  But  if  the 
Government  believe  a  certain  remedy  to 
be  right,  should  their  remedy  be  kept 
back  for  fear  of  discomfiture  and  dis- 
aster ?  I  should  like  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  ia  because 
he  feared  it  would  lead  to  disaster  and 
discomfiture  that  he  refused  to  adopt  our 
remedy,  and  proposes  another  the  de- 
tails of  which  we  have  not  before  us  ? 
The  1st  of  April  may  give  those  details 
to  ua  ;  but  the  nature  of  them  we  know 
beyond  any  manner  of  doubt.  The 
remedy  of  the  Prime  Ministo-,  in  order 
that  he  may  escape  discomfiture  and  dis- 
aster, is  not  to  suppress  the  National 
League,  but  to  oonome  the  government 
of  Ireland  almost  entirely  to  the  Na- 
tional League.  When  in  Office,  I  and 
my  Colleagues  had  a  most  unfortunate 
prejudice  in  the  matter.  We  took  into 
our  heads  a  most  reactionary  and  obso- 
lete opinion.  We  thought  it  was  the 
duty  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  sup- 
port and  assert  the  Government  of  the 
Queen ;  but  it  appears,  from  the  doctrine 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now 
holds,  that  these  are  imfaehionable  doc- 
trines, which  would  lead  to  discomfiture 
and  disaster.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman went  on  to  make  a  most  extra- 
ordinary statement.  He  said  that  if  the 
late  Government,  abandoning  the  policy 
of  suppressing  the  League,  and  taking 
up  some  other  policy,  had  come  to  Par- 
liament with  that  policy,  the  late  Go* 
vemment  knew  that  they  might  count 


Digitized  by 


{COMMONS}      Soeiat  Orikr  {Treknd).  im 


l^iS         MamtmanM  of 

on  the  generous  support  of  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman.  [Mr.  Glavstohe  dis- 
sented.] I  shall  be  glad  not  to  mis- 
represent the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
this  point,  or  to  misquote  him ;  but  that 
is  oertainlr  what  I  understood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  aay ;  but  I  will  put  it 
in  this  way — that  if  we  had  produced  an 
Irish  policy  we  might  have  counted  on 
his  generous  Bupport.  [Mr.  GLADaiONE 
assented.]  Certainly  we  had  reasons  to 
believe  that  we  might  count  on  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  support  if  our  policy 
took  a  certain  direction.  If  we  were  to 
abandon  all  the  traditions  of  the  Tory 
Party — all  the  traditions  that  have  ani- 
mated every  English  Minister  about 
Ireland,  then,  indeed,  wo  might  have 
counted  upon  his  support.  But,  much 
as  we  value  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
support,  we  could  not  buy  it  at  that 
price.  I  feel  that  the  House  has  been 
very  indulgent  to  me;  and  although 
the  subject  is  one  which  admits  oE  much 
inquiry,  and  is  one  which  I  think  the 
public  have  a  right  to  have  placed  be- 
fore them  in  much  detail,  I  will  endea- 
Tour  to  conclude  my  remarks  within  a 
very  few  minutes.  I  was  referring  to 
the  power  of  the  National  League,  and 
I  was  asking  the  House  to  recollect  that 
that  power  was  greater  than  that  of  the 
Queen's  Government.  Now,  I  ask  the 
House  to  allow  me  to  quote  the  words 
of  the  Members  of  the  League,  in  order 
to  illustrate  the  power  of  the  League, 
and  also  the  fact  that  that  power  is  as 
great  as  ever,  although,  for  a  moment, 
it  is  disarmed.  Nothing  could  have 
exceeded  the  ridicule  which  the  Prime 
Minister  poured  on  the  arguments 
brought  forward  lyr  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  {We.  Holmes),  because 
he  stated  that  the  League  bad  exerted 
itself  to  restore  order  in  Ireland,  and 
he  referred  to  the  visit  of  Mr.  Davitt  to 
Kerry.  My  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  drew  a  conclusion  from  that 
which  the  Prime  Minister  ridiculed. 
But  what  does  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon) — one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential Members  of  the  League— say 
about  that  organization  ?  I  entreat  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  quotation. 
The  hon.  Member  said,  on  the  17th  of 
February — 

"TOwTriflh  people  were  not  destined  to  be 
caught  in  a  trap.  Their  eyes  were  open ;  their 
p«eoarc«a  were  inexhanstible  ;  and"— mark 
this—"  though  thi»»pl«»did  organisation  which 

LordSmtdol^h  CkurcMU 


had  been  hnilt  up  was  very  qmet  at  prenut, 
they  oould  meet  whatever  was  before  tbni, 
pertootljr  wilUne^  to  take  the  field  agun  with 
nndiminished  vigour  and  increased  resoorcM, 
sbotdd  the  Whigs  prove  treaeheroos  again." 

That  is  the  power  which,  oomttaog  on 
your  meeting  their  wishes,  has  exerted 
the  tremendous  resources  of  the  Lems 
in  producing  a  momentuy  calm  in  Ire- 
land. What  do  you  think  will  happea 
in  Ireland  if  you  fall  short  of  satisfjring 
the  wishes  of  hon.  Members,  or 
House  of  Oommons  will  not  support  yot 
in  meeting  their  wishes  ?  What  sort  of 
measures  will  it  be  necessary  to  propose 
to  Parliament  for  the  roHtoration  of 
social  order  in  Ireland  ?  It  willbeeonfl 
a  life-ond- death  struggle  between  &e 
National  League  and  the  GoTemment 
of  the  Queen ;  and  on  which  side  will 
the  Prime  Minister  be?  That  is  a 
question  I  wish  to  put  to  the  House  to- 
night. We  see  this  great  stru^^e 
coming ;  you  may  put  it  off  by  vanoDi 
attempts  to  construct  an  Irish  Pfeilift* 
ment.  I  do  not  myself  believe  for  a 
moment  that  that  policy  will  be  aeosnted 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament ;  I  beBm 
it  will  fail.  I  heliere,  further,  that  any 
policy  you  may  propose  which  may  unite 
your  Cabinet  and  your  Party  will  not 
come  up  to  the  desires  of  that  powerful 
organization.  I  believe  it  will  faU  dort 
of  it,  and  that  organization  will  oppose 
your  policy  as  being  inadequate  tat  the 
National  League ;  but  it  will  go  too  fer 
for  the  great  common  sense  of  the  Par- 
liament of  England ;  and  then  I  want  to 
know,  in  that  case,  what  will  be  tbs 
state  of  social  order  in  Ireland  itself, 
and  what  views  and  what  policy  will 
you  then  place  before  Parliamat! 
Are  the  Opposition  aekinjf  an  aBTea* 
Bonable  quration  of  the  Gkrvem&wtP 
["Tes,  yes!"]  I  aek  the  Honae  to 
forbear  for  a  few  moments.  Have  wa 
taken  up,  uselessly,  the  time  of  the 
House  of  Oommons  to-night  f  Wne 
we  not  bound,  holding  the  opinioBs 
which  we  do,  possessing  the  knowledge 
which  we  ought  to  possess  of  Ireland- 
wore  we  not  bound  to  take  the  eariieet 
Constitutional  opportunity  offered  as  by 
the  Forms  of  Parliament  to  eBdeavoor 
to  elicit  from  the  Government  their  views 
with  regard  to  their  policy  in  Ireland 
and  their  views  with  regard  to  sooisl 
order  there,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  mttter  f  I 
quite  admit  that  the  Liberal  Parly  have 
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not  taken  a  large  share  in  this  debate ; 
I  quite  admit  that  we,  as  the  Opposi- 
tion, have  not  Bncoeeded  in  extrsofcing 
from  the  Government  that  amount  of 
information  which,  I  believe,  we  hare 
had  a  right  to  look  for.  But  that  ia  not 
essential  to  our  calculations.  What  we 
want  to  do  is  to  lay  before  the  House 
of  Oommons  and  the  country,  bo  that 
the  country  may  not  go  to  sleep,  as  it  is 
apparently  the  object  of  statesmen  op- 
posite that  it  should  do,  our  knowledge 
of  the  dangeroua  state  of  Ireland,  and 
our  views,  in  the  most  explicit  and  formal 
manner,  of  the  way  in  which  that  most 
dangerous  state  should  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Government  of  the  Queen. 

M*.  \V.  E.  GLADSTONE:  Sir,  I 
rise  to  make  an  explanation  which  the 
noble  Ij«rd  would  not  permit  me  to  give 
in  the  course  of  his  speech — of  course, 
he  was  quito  justified  in  refusing  me 
the  opportunity  while  he  was  speaking. 
I  do  not  speak  of  the  policy  of  Bepeal, 
nor  will  I  speak  of  the  speech  at  Aber- 
deen further  than  to  say  that  I  shall  take 
the  opportunity  of  reading  it  over  again. 
But  X  refer  to  the  det^uation  of  the 
noble  Lord  that  he  would  convict  me 
out  of  Uanaard  of  having  been  in  error 
when  I  said  I  was  absent  at  the  time 
when  Mr.  Butt  brought  forward  his 
plan  of  Kepeal.  Sir^  that  statement  was 
strictly  true.  I  was  present  at  the  time 
when  Mr.  Butt  proposed  to  deal  with 
tho  question  by  means  of  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry.  His  Motion  was  for  an  in- 
quiry. I  spoke  upon  that  occasion,  and 
I  objected,  as  I  should  now  object,  to 
that  method  of  dealing  with  tho  ques- 
tion. The  noble  Lord  does  not  seem  to 
know  that,  in  1874,  Mr.  Butt  did  bring 
forward  his  plan. 

LoBD  EANDOLPH  OHUEOHILL  : 
I  know  that  quite  well.  How  many 
speeobes  can  be  made  ? 

Mb.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  That  was 
the  occasiim  upon  which  I  was  absent ; 
and  if  the  noble  Loitl  knew  that,  I  am 
sorry  he  did  not  say  it  to  the  House. 

Majob  SAUNDEKSON  moved  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." — 
{Mejor  Saundgnm.) 

Question  put. 

The  'BiOmBdividtdi — Ayes  204;  Noes 
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Question  agtun  proposed,  **  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 

of  the  Question." 

SiE  MICHAEL  HTCKS-BEAOH :  I 
had  hoped,  Sir,  when  my  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Friend  the  Member  for  Nortl^ 
Armagh  (Major  Saunderson)  moved  the 
adjournment,  the  House  might  llave 
been  disposed  to  agree  to  that  Motion, 
not  merely  because  of  the  knowledge  and 
eloquence  which  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  brings  to  the  discussion  of  Irisll 
affairs,  but  because,  although  three  re- 
markable speeches  have  been  delivered 
to-night,  this  debate  has  been  princi- 
pally remarkable  for  the  conspiracy  of 
silence  which  has  been  maintained 
amongst  the  Liberal  Party.  Not  one 
word,  in  spite  of  the  chaises  made 
against  the  National  League,  has  been 
heard  from  its  Members ;  not  one  word 
has  fallen  from  those  Members  of  the 
Government  who,  like  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
(Mr.  Trevelyan),  if  we  may  judge 
from  their  previous  utterances,  caa 
hardly  agree,  I  should  have  thought, 
with  very  much  that  has  fallen  fsom  the 
Prime  Minister  ,*  not  one  word  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  primarily 
responsible  for  the  government  of  Ire- 
land, though  he  can  speak  on  this  sub- 
ject outside  the  House.  Again,  Sir, 
we  have  heard  nothing  from  the  new 
Fourth  Party  represented  now  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  fSir 
Henry  James)  who  sits  behind  the  Go- 
vernment. I  had  thought,  in  those  cir- 
cumstances, with  these  great  omissions, 
that  the  House  mighthave  been  willing 
to  consent  to  a  prolongation  of  tiie 
debate ;  but  so  far  as  we  are  concerned 
we  are  content,  after  the  able  speech 
of  my  noble  ^end  (liord  Banaolph 
OhurchiU^,  to  leave  this  matter  where  it 
is.  We  nave  made  the  protest  which 
we  felt  it  our  duty  to  make  against  what 
we  consider  the  betrayal  of  their  coun- 
try by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  We 
are  content,  Sir,  in  having  made  that 
proteet,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  put  the 
House  to  the  trouble  of^  a  second  divi- 
sion. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  proposed,  "ThfU;Mr. 
^aker  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 
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SITESFOR  THENEWPUBIJC  OFFICES— 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  AND  ADMIRALTY. 

OBBERTATIONS. 

Me.  BEEE8P0RD  HOPE :  I  beg  to 
move  that  the  debate  be  now  adjourned, 
and  for  this  reason — that  this  ie  the  only 
opportunity  we  shall  have  of  discussing 
the  question  of  the  sites  for  the  new  Ad- 
miralty and  War  Offioos,  which  has 
been  brought  very  prominently  before 
our  notice  in  the  columns  of  the  Frass 
during  the  past  few  days,  and  which 
involve  very  important  considerations. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  the  plans  the 
Government  have  decided  upon  are  the 
best  which  could  be  obtEuned ;  and  X, 
therefore,  think  it  is  desirable  that  we 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  disonsiisg 
the  matter. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  ThattheBebate  be  now  adjourned."— 
(Jfr.  Beresford  Hcpe.) 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  This  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance ;  and  as  it  is  desir- 
able that  there  should  be  no  delay  in 
considering  the  subject,  I  trust  my  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Beresford  Hope)  will 
have  the  opportunity  lie  seeks  given 
to  him. 

Tee  SECBETABY  or  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEFABTMENT  (Mr. 
Cbilders)  :  I  understand  the  object 
my  right  hon.  Friend  has  in  view.  It 
is  to  raise  a  debate  on  the  plans  for  the 
Admiralty  and  War  Office  Buildings, 
with  regard  to  which  since  last  Session 
there  have  been  proposals  and  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  Society  of  Architects. 
Bight  hon.  and  hon.  Qentlemen  wish 
to  have  a  debate  on  the  subject ;  well, 
obviously,  the  proper  time  for  such  a 
discussion  will  be  when  the  Vote  for 
tlie  buildings  in  the  Estimates  come 
on  in  Committee  of  Supply.  There  is 
a  separate  and  distinct  Vote  in  the 
Estimates  for  the  proposed  Admirdty 
and  War  Office.  It  is  in  the  let 
Class,  amongst  the  Votes  for  FubHo 
Buildings. 

Ma.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  would  make 
a  suggestion  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department.  Could  not  an  arrangement 
be  made  by  which  that  Vote  could  be 
taken  at  a  particular  time,  on  a  par- 
ticular day,  80  as  to  afford  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity for  the  discussion  of  the  matter, 
which  is  very  important  ? 


Mb.  SPEAKER :  Does  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Beresford  "Ejagb)  with- 
draw his  Motion  ? 

Mb.  BBRESFOBD  HOPE:  I  do. 

Motion,  by  leave,  vtthdrawn. 

Main  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agretd  to. 

SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
8vm/i — eanndfTHt  in  OomraiUee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  I. — VVSLIO    WOBKS  JUID 
BUXLPINGS. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  ^estion  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  excoeding  £91,997,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majetty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  courao  of  payment  darins 
the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1887t 
for  the  Maintenance  and  Repair  of  Boyal 
FalaceB." 

Commicteo  report  Progress ;  to  nfi 

again  To'tnorrow. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  DAMAGES  BILL. 
{Mr.  Steretttrg  ChiliUn,  Mr.  BnmdhurtL) 
[bill  120.]      SECOND  BEADlfiO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  foe 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Ohilders)  :  I  beg  to  move  that  this 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time.  I  have 
already  explained  the  effect  of  the  mea- 
sure. It  18  in  hon.  Members'  hands ; 
therefore,  at  this  late  hour,  I  will  simply 
content  myself  with  moving  the  second 
reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  Secretwy  Childen.) 

Sib  ROBERT  PSEL :  I  was  in  hope* 
that  Uie  right  kon.  GenUeman  would 
have  postponed  this  Bill,  as  he  was  good 
enough  to  do  on  Tuesday  evening,  wfaea 
it  came  on  at  a  late  hour.  This  J^U,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  be  aware, 
is  of  a  very  objectionable  character.  No 
one  disputes,  of  course,  that  the  trades- 
men and  others  who  suffered  in  the 
recent  riotous  proceedings  in  London 
are  entitled  to  some  remedy  at  law  ;  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  also  aware 
that  the  Statute  under  which  these 
damages  for  compensation  are  plaeed  is 
an  obsolete  Statute  of  the  time  of 
George  IV.— 7kh  ft8tb,0hap.  31.  Wa 
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Bill  only  deals  with  tho  leBiilt  of  the 
diatnrbanoes  in  the  Metropolis.  Now,  I 
represent  a  rery  important  oonstituenoy 
— one  of  the  most  important  labouring 
oomtitnenoies  in  the  iwuntry — and  there 
are  Bereral  hon.  Gentlemen  near  me  who 
represent  similar  oonstituencies,  and  who 
entertain  riews  similar  to  mine  on  this 
matter.  We,  in  Blackburn,  a  few  years 
ago,  bad  a  most  serious  riot  and  popular 
tumult.  Many  tradesmen  and  others 
were  seriously  injured  in  their  bueinees ; 
and  when  it  was  sought  to  reoorer 
damages  under  the  Act  I  have  referred 
to,  it  was  found  impossible  to  do  so. 
The  Act  is  of  that  obsolete  character, 
always  dealing  with  a  person  called  the 
«  Ohief  Constable,"  an  individual  who, 
in  many  places,  no  longer  exists.  What 
I  would  urge,  therefOTe,  on  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  that  he  should  with- 
draw his  Bill,  which  is  of  a  piecemeal 
and  higbly  objectionable  character,  and 
inteoduoe  a  measure  which  will  take  in 
the  general  interests  of  the  whole  com- 
munity, as  was  the  case  with  the  Bill 
which  was  passed  in  1827.  This  Bill, 
the  right  boa-  Gentleman  admits,  is  one 
merely  proposed  to  meet  a  particular 
case ;  and  I  think  he  informed  the 
House  that  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
consider  the  whole  matter,  which  I 
ventured  to  submit  to  him  in  a  Question 
this  afternoon.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  consi- 
dered the  circumstanoes  of  this  case, 
and  the  grievous  injustice  that  would  be 
inflicted  on  lai^e  provincial  towns  such 
as  Nottingham,  Manchester,  Blackburn, 
Ash  ton,  and  other  places  where  popular 
tumults  may  accidentally  arise ;  for  were 
the  Bill  to  pass  in  its  present  shape, 
those  towns  would  be  left  without  com- 
pensation for  damage  which  might  result 
from  these  disorders.  I,  of  course,  op- 
pose the  Bill  on  the  present  occasion  ; 
and  if  I  am  not  supported  by  an  ade- 
quate number  of  Members,  I  shall  use 
every  exertion  possible,  on  subsequent 
occasions,  to  endeavour  to  oounteract  the 
course  taken  by  the  Government  in  seek- 
ing to  apply  this  legislation  solely  to  the 
wealthy  Metropolis,  leaving  out  of  eon- 
sideration  our  greet  provincial  towns, 
which,  in  the  event  of  sofEning  damage 
from  riot8>  will  have  no  means  of  obtain- 
ing a  remedy  under  the  d^otive  state 
of  the  present  law. 

Mb.  ADDISON  1 1  do  not  propose,  at 
this  late  hour  of  iSb.9  evening,  tod^iun 


the  House  more  than  one  moment,  whilst 
I  offer  an  observation  or  two  in  support 
of  the  remarks  which  have  just  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Blai^bum  (Sir  Bobert 
Feel).  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
alluded  to  the  borough  I  represMit — 
namely,  tho  borough  of  Asfaton,  and  I 
think  that  what  occurred  there  some  15 
years  ago  is  a  good  illustration  of  the 
defective  state  of  the  law  in  the  country 
towns.  At  that  time  there  was  there  a 
lecturer,  a  notorious  man  and  a  bad 
character,  named  Murphy.  He  caused 
riots  in  the  town,  in  the  course  of  which 
damage  was  done  to  a  Catholic  ohapei 
to  the  extent  of  more  than  £1,000.  A 
number  of  dwellings  belonging  to  the 
poorer  classes  were  also  wrecked ;  but, 
under  the  existing  law,  it  was  impossible 
to  obtain  compensation.  The  law  is 
this-~that  although  buildings  may  be 
all  but  fi:utted,  all  but  destroyed,  yet,  if 
thoee  who  proceeded  in  the  work  of  de- 
stmotion  had  not  the  ultimate  intention 
of  entirely  destroying  the  buildings,  the 
owners  could  obtain  no  compensation 
whatever.  It  is  necessary  to  show  that 
those  who  gutted  and  injured  the  build- 
ings had  the  intention  of  feloniously 
destroying  them  in  order  to  secure  com- 
pensation. In  that  way,  in  the  case  of  the 
riots  to  which  I  have  alluded,  as  well  as 
those  referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Mfflnberfor  Blackburn,  ezoept 
in  one  case,  whwe  a  house  was  entirely 
pulled  down,  no  compensation  of  any 
kind  was,  or  could  be,  paid.  Now,  Sir, 
this  is  a  defective  state  of  the  law  whiidi 
has  caused  great  dissatisfaction  bodi  in 
Blackburn  and  Ashton  and  in  other 
towns ;  indeed,  in  all  towns  where  riots 
have  occurred  this  defective  state  of  the 
law  has  been  brought  under  the  notice 
of  thoee  who  have  to  administer  the  law. 
Now  that  we  have  an  opportunity,  by 
the  Bill  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho 
Home  Secretary,  of  having  attention 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject,  we  do 
hope  that  he  will  enlarge  his  measure, 
or  bring  in  one  which  will  remedy  the 
grievance  not  only  of  the  Metropolis, 
but  of  the  whole  eonntvy.  We  cannot 
help  thinking  that  unless  we  oppose  this 

Eartial  Bill,  which  has  been  brought  in 
y  ^e  Home  Secretary,  the  effeet  of 
aUowiog  it  to  pass  will  be  that  the  whole 
matter  will  go  to  sle^  for  a  good  many 
years ;  for  the  ezpenence  or  most  men 
is  that,  when  Acts  of  Parliament  of  this 


Digitized  by  Google 


Compmuaian  for         {O0MMON6}         SauMgu  BiU.  2064 


local  kind  are  onoe  paased,  it  is  vvej 
difficult  again  to  direct  attention  to  thie 
•ubject  and  gst  aay  remedy  whatever. 
It  IB  for  th^  reasons  that  I  entirely 
share — and  I  am  sore  that  thoae  who 
represent  towns  which  have  suffered 
from  riots  will  also  share— the  opinion 
of  Uierifl^t  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bladcbara,  and  tkat  I  urg«  upoa  the 
Homo  Seoretaty  the  desirabililyofwitli'- 
drawings  this  Bill,  in  order  to  briar  in  a 
meaanrs  whiob  will  reaUy  deal  wiu  our 
grievance. 

An  hon.  MiauER :  I  trust  the  House 
will  bear  with  me  while  I  venture  to 
add  a  few  obeervations  to  those  which 
have  joBt  dropped  from  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  who  has  just  sat  down. 
The  state  of  Uie  law  is  pex-feotly  absurd 
in  regard  to  riots  of  this  nature.  It  is 
that  if  the  injury  done  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  total  demolition  the  peraon 
damnified  cannot  recover  compensation. 
It  will  be  perfectly  apparent  that  as  the 
rioters  on  the  8th  of  February  were  not 
interfered  with  by  the  police,  aa  they  did 
not  totdly  destn^  the  premises  thev  at* 
taok«d,  therefim  the  demolition  did  not 
come  within  the  interpretf^oa  of  the 
"total  demolition"  of  the  law.  For 
that  reason,  those  who  are  damnified 
oannot  recover  compensation  under  the 
existing  law.  Now,  Sir,  there  is  another 
point  wherein  this  Bill  differs  in  spirit 
from  the  existiag  law,  and  that  point  I 
submit  to  the  House  is  a  very  impoirtant 
one,  unless  it  is  extended  to  t^e  country 
at  large— that  is  the  source  from  which 
the  coo^nsation  is  to  be  recovered. 
The  existing  law  jMTOTides  that  the  source 
from  which  the  comp^isatiott  is  to  be 
recovered  is  the  Hundred,  the  plaee, 
town,  or  distrust,  or  district  of  the  Hun- 
dred ;  but  the  Bill  which  the  right  hon. 
G^tleman  the  Home  Secretary  pro- 
posos  now  to  pass  into  law  has  for  its 
objwt  to  ov«rride  the  existing  law ;  but 
instead  of  recovering  compensation  from 
the  district— which  is  undoubtedly  a 
wealthy  one— of  this  Metropolis,  where 
the  riots  occurred,  he  seeks  to  spread  the 
oompensation  over  a  larger  and  wider 
area.  If  the  eompenealioa  is  colleoted 
from  a  large  area,  those  who  have  to 
subscribe  towards  it  do  not  feel  their 
contributions ;  but  jf  the  oompen- 
sation is  collected  from  a  limited  dis- 
trict, the  subscribers  feel  t^e  payment  of 
the  tax  very  aeutely.  Now,  Sir,  I  sub- 
mit that  is  not  the  prin^Ie  whiokoug^t 


to  be  adopted  in  the  ease  of  the  M^o- 
polls,  without  the  same  principle  being 
extended  to  the  oooutry  gener^y.  Let 
us,  for  instance,  take  a  county.  It  ia 
divided  into  Hundreds.  If  a  riot  takei 
place,  and  there  is  a  total  demolitLon « 
a  partial  damolitioa  of  a  falonioui  ss- 
tnre  within  the  Hundred,  the  wh«lB 
eoonty  is  not  called  upon  to  ewiqifliMte 
the  sufferers,  but  the  Hundred  mly  ii 
BO  called  upon.  Although  this  Aebmajr 
have  for  its  object — and  I  am  son 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  thiok 
I  say  it  with  any  personal  motire— «1- 
though  this  Act  may  have  for  its  objed 
the  whitewaahittg  of  certain  indindoak, 
it  admits  into  legislation  the  thin  edge 
of  the  wedge.  I  think  the  GoTemnieat 
ougbt  to  be  prepared  to  admit  the  thiek 
edge  of  the  wedge,  and  it  is  beoanie 
they  have  not  as  yet  shown  any  di^HMt- 
tiott  to  do  that  that  I  intend  to  o|fOM 
this  Bill. 

Sui  EOBEBT  FOWLER :  I  how  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tuy  will  not  accede  to  the  request  d 
my  right  hon.  Frimd  the  Mrauwr  f» 
Btaokbum  (Sir  Bobert  Feel).  ThitM 
is  one  ol  great  importanoe  to  the  ![»• 
trt^oKs,  and  it  is  because  it  only  ^ipHw 
to  the  Metropolis  tiiat  the  GoTenmoit 
are  asked  to  postpone  ite  consideratioa. 
It  may  be  very  wtA\  the  Qovemmeiit 
ehoidd  deal  with  the  whole  queatioD, 
which  I  understand  they  are  willing  t9 
do ;  but  I  do  trust  the  right  hon.  G«DtI»- 
man  will  not  consent  to  t^  poslpoBsniwt 
of  this  Bill  for  the  sake  of  the 
question  which,  he  may  deal  with  ii  t 
future  time. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  I  hope  tbe 
right  hoo.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Blaokbum  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  will  p«- 
severe  in  bis  opposition.  I  should  hsn 
lihed  the  right  has.  QentlOBan  the 
Home  Secretary  to  .  faAve  given  us  sraw 
information  in  regard  to  the  naiand 
this  Metropolitan  Polue  Fund.  I  ahoold 
have  been  glad,  for  instanoe,  to  hut 
been  informed  what  is  the  amout 
of  this  fond.  It  appears  to  me  to  be 
rather  shabby  for  a  great  couotiy  lil» 
England  to  takeoutof  the  savings ofthe 
unfortunate  policraaen—  [  "  No ! "]  Well, 
tJliat  is  a  matter  which  ought  to  ban 
heesi  explained  by  the  right  hon.  Qtaih- 
man.  My  impceasion  was  that  tiusAwd 
had  been,  subscribed  hy  the  police. 

Sin  BOBEBT  PEEL:  Perhaps  tba 
hon.  utdlowoodGoitleiBan  (Mr.  HmIt) 
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will  aHow  me  to  explain  that  the  Metro- 
politui  Police  Fnnd  is  a  Aind  four- 
ninthB  of  whkih  is  contributdd  by  the 
State  and  five-nintfae  by  the  Metropolis. 
The  country  distriots  in  no  way  share  in 
the  benefits  of  tho  fnnd. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEAIY:  I  was  going  to 
say  that  in  Ireland  you  have,  for  a  eeries 
of  years,  adopted  the  principle  of  laying 
a  tax  upon  the  unfortunate  locality  in 
which  the  crimes  have  been  committed, 
and  of  even  taxing  the  people  who 
are  themselves  the  subjects  of  the  out- 
rages. I  am  amazed  that  the  Govern- 
meut  in  Ireland  have  not  adopted  some 
principle  whereby  those  whohave  suffered 
injury  should  be  recouped -out  of  a  fund 
nmilar  to  the  Metropolitan  Police  Fund. 
In  Ireland  there  is  under  old  Acts,  Acts 
of  William  lY.,  a  plan  which  really 
seems  to  me  very  much  like  a  plan  of 
nntual  insnnnoe.  If  anybody  suffers 
damage  or  loss,  the  whole  country  side  or 
barony  is,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Qrand 
Jury,  called  upon  to  make  the  damage 
or  loss  good.  I  think  that  in  cases  of 
this  limited  character,  when  injuries  are 
committed,  the  principle  for  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel) 
contends  might  well  be  applied.  In  this 
Ijondon  scheme  there  is  adopted  a  prin- 
ciple that  scarcely  appears  quite  sound  ; 
and  for  my  part  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  is  quite  within  his  right  in  im- 
peaching the  partial  nature  of  the  relief 
of  this  Bill.  Other  people  besides  those 
in  London  have  suffered  Arom  similar 
events  which  recently  took  place  in  the 
Metropolis ;  and  unless  tiie  Qovemment 
are  prepared  to  give  some  assurance 
that  they  will  introduce  a  Bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  conntry  generally  I  feel 
bound  to  join  the  oppMitton  to  the 
measure. 

Mr.  GHILDEBS  :  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Derry  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy) 
can  have  been  in  the  House  when  I  was 
asked  a  Question  on  this  subject.  In 
Toply  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Blackburn  (Sir  Bobert  Peel) 
I  said  that  while  we  should  propose  this 
Bill  to-night,  because  of  the  special 
nigencies  of  the  results  of  the  peonliar 
riots  of  the  8th  of  February,  I  under- 
took, with  the  assistance  of  my  hon. 
and  learned  Fdend  Uie  Attorney  Geseral 
(Mr.  Charles  Busseli),  to  take  up  the 
whole  qnci^on  of  the  amendment  of 
the  7  &  8  &0».  IT.,  and  endeavour  to 


put  the  law  into  a  satisfactory  state. 
AltlLOugh.  it  is  not  very  long  since  the 
7  &  8  Gw.  IV.  was  passed,  that  Act  haa 
become  entirely  obsolete.  It  is  not  work* 
able,  and  it  is  not  suited  to  our  modem 
police  organization,  and,  therefore,  it 
ought  to  be  amended.  But  it  will  take 
some  little  time  to  get  the  amending 
Bill  well  drafted  ;  and  I  do  not  think,  as 
I  said  then,  it  would  be  wise  to  defer 
the  present  Bill  in  order  that  we  might 
meanwhile  settle — not  a  very  easy  mat- 
ter—(he  reformof  the  Act,  7  &  8  Geo.  IV. 
That  was  my  answer  to  the  general  pro- 
position of  my  right  hon.  Friend  ;  and  I 
hope,  therefore,  &e  House  will  not  defer 
this  Bill.  As  to  the  question  submitted 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Derry,  it  is  right  I 
should  ask  him  to  bear  in  mind  that, 
practically,  the  expenses  of  the  Irish 
Police  are  entirely  borne  by  the  Oon- 
solidated  Fund.  Th!6  Police  Fnnd  is  a 
fund  out  of  which  the  Metropolitan 
Police  are  entirely  paid  for.  Five-ninths 
are  contributed  by  the  rate  upon  pro- 
perty within  the  Metropolis,  and  the  re-^ 
maioing  four-ninths  are  paid  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund.  It  is  similar  in 
operation,  though  not  identical,  to  the 
fund  contributed  in  the  connties  and 
boroughs  of  Great  Britain  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  police.  This  Bill  proposes 
that  the  damage  done  on  the  8th  of  Feb- 
ruary last  shall  be  assessed  in  a  simple 
manner— in  a  manner  not  involving  ex- 

rse  to  those  who  suffered — and  paid 
in  the  proportion  I  have  explained. 
Having  given  this  exxdanation  I  hope 
the  House  will  let  the  Bill  pass  quickly, 
so  XbaX  the  damage  which  has  been  in- 
enrred  by  a  great  many  people,  though 
not  on  the  average  to  any  very  great 
amount,  may  be  speedily  settled.  If  we 
let  the  thing  pass  along  it  will  be  much 
more  difficult  to  ascertain  what  the 
damage  in  each  case  was,  and  there 
will  be  a  great  and  natural  grievance  on 
the  part  of  those  who  have  suffered.  I 
beg  the  House  to  read  the  Bill  a  second 
lime  to-night,  and  I  renew  the  promise 
I  have  made  that  the  Attorney  General 
and  myself  will  carefully  consider  the 
Act  7  &  8  Geo.  IV.  witli  a  view  to  its 
amendment. 

Mr.  STAKLKY  LEIGHTON:  I  hope 
:  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  mt 
Blaokbutn  (Sir  Bobert  Peel)  will  press 
tUs  matter  farther.  The  argument  is 
vnanswerable— tluit  the  role  irtiioh  ap- 
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plies  to  London  Bhould  apply  to  the 
country  at  large.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Home  Secretary  says  that 
the  urgenoy  of  the  matter  requires  that 
the  Bill  should  be  pushed  forward. 
Not,  that  is  the  very  argument  on 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Kobert 
Feel)  insisted  —  that  a  Bill  should  be 
passed  for  the  whole  country.  Without 
urgency  a  Bill  will  never  be  passed.  It 
will  be  considered,  and  then  leftover  for 
after  consideration.  Why  should  the 
whole  country  pay  for  London,  if  London 
doM  not  help  to  pay  for  the  whole  coun- 
try ?  This,  again,  Sir,  raises  the  whole 
question  of  local  taxation,  which  we  have 
often  had  before  the  House.  In  the  rouu- 
try  local  taxation  falls  upon  the  local 
taxpayers  ;  and  these  local  taxpayers, 
already  very  much  overburdened,  are 
called  upon  to  contribute  towards  the 
oxpenses  of  Loudon  without  any  recipro- 
city. I  feel  perfectly  certain  that  the 
unfortunate  persons  who  have  been  in- 
jured by  the  recent  riots  will  not  be 
damniBed  in  any  way  by  two  or  three 
months'  delay— that  it  will  make  no 
difference  to  them— [Mr.  W.  H.  Suith  : 
It  will  min  some  of  them.]  Then  the 
oompensation  most  bo  made  adequate. 
Before  the  end  of  the  Session  a  Bill 
may  be  passed  for  the  whole  country. 
It  cannot  take  a  very  long  time  to 
adapt  the  Bill  for  the  whole  country 
as  well  as  for  London  ;  and  the  London 
shopkeepers,  instead  of  being  ruined  as 
my  right  hon.  Friend  suggests,  would 
get  their  payments  towards  the  end  of 
the  year.  We  shall  get  one  Bill  for  the 
whole  country  instead  of  this  petti- 
fogging legislation,  first  for  one  county, 
then  for  another,  then  for  one  town,  and 
then  for  another. 

SiE  JULIAN  GOLDSMID :  I  quite 
agree  tiiat  it  is  desirable  this  matter 
^ould  be  settled  at  once ;  but  I,  for  one, 
object  to  some  of  the  people  who  have 
made  claims  receiving  any  compensation 
at  all.  Extremely  rich  people  who  have 
had  a  few  windows  brc^en— people  who 
are  living  in  large  private  bouses  at 
enormous  cost — have  claimed  sums  from 
£5  to  £50  for  their  broken  windows. 
It  is  ail  very  proper  and  right  to  recom- 
pense the  tradespeople  who  havo  suffered, 
both  in  property  and  business,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  riots  ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that,  for  very  shame,  these  rich  people 
ought  to  claim  or  receive  compensation 
out  of  the  Metropolitan  Pc^oeFund.  I 
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make  these  remarks  in  the  hope  that  flie 
people  to  whom  I  allude  will  oe  indoced 
not  to  ask  for  compensation  when  this 
matter  comes  before  the  police  receiver. 

Me.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS:  The 
reason  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Home  Secretary  has  asaigDed  why 
this  Bill  should  be  passed  is  that  tiis 
matter  is  urgent.  Bat,  snrelj,  that 
argument  applies  with  equal  fcnee  to 
several  provincial  tovras.  It  is  eaid  that 
if  there  be  delay  there  will  be  moA. 
difficidty  iu  settling  the  claims  for  c<»a- 
pensation.  No  doubt  there  will ;  bnt  if 
there  be  that  difficulty  iu  London,  there 
will  be  the  same  dif&cuUy  in  provincial 
towns  —  in  Nottingham,  for  instance, 
where  similar  riots  have  occurred.  The 
Corporation  of  the  town  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent  have  before 
them  a  large  number  of  claims  from 
sufferers  in  the  late  disturbances ;  but 
they  are  completely  paralyzed  because 
of  the  uncertainty  of  the  law.  It  will 
be  a  small  consolation  to  those  who  have 
suffered  to  know  that,  at  some  distant 
time,  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  general 
measure  passing.  The  Home  Secretary 
has  spoken  of  the  difficulties  isvolred  ia 
the  settlement  of  the  question.  Tliey 
may  be  considerable.  Hie  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  also  ui^^  that  some 
time  will  be  required  to  remove  those 
difficulties.  It  18  this  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  which  causes  me 
some  alarm.  I  nm  very  much  afraid 
that  the  delay  in  the  settlement  of  the 
matter  will  prove  very  injurious  to  the 
sufferers  out  of  London,  and  I  ask  that 
the  case  of  the  provincial  shopkeepers  be 
taken  into  consideration  with  the  promp- 
titude with  which  the  claims  of  the  snf- 
f  ering  shopkeepers  of  London  have  been 
dealt  with  by  the  Government. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON:  I  do  not  fed 
that  I  can  go  quite  so  far  as  some  of  my 
hon.  Friends  in  urging  that  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  the  sufferers  in  the 
late  riots  in  London  should  be  postponed 
till  a  measure  applicable  to  the  whole 
country  is  brought  in.  At  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  strongly 
pressed  on  the  Home  Office  that  a  gene- 
ral Bill  should  be  brought  in  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  cannot  see  that  the  diffi- 
culties  there  are  in  the  way  <^  the  {»e- 
paration  of  a  general  measure  are  great ; 
and  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  distinct 
assurance  from  the  hou.  and  leaned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General,  or 
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some  other  Member  of  the  QoTemmeni, 
that  DO  delay  will  be  allowed  ia  the 
introductioii  of  euoh  a  measure.  With 
Buoh  an  aBsnranee  I  think  we  ought  to 
be  content. 

The  ATXOENEY  GBNEEAL  (Mr. 
Ohibles  Bumzij;.) :  It  is  a  noticeable 
fact  that,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  this 
matter  has  not  been  discussed  in  Parlia- 
ment before  the  present  occasion.  Al- 
though there  have  been  many  occaBious 
giTiug  rise  to  similarlosses,  and  although 
the  law  is  substantially  as  stated  by  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Ashton  (Mr.  Addison),  the  question 
has  never  been  considered  in  Parlia- 
ment, nor  has  attention  been  publicly 
drawn  to  it  before  the  present  occasion. 
The  law  is  in  a  completely  unsatisfac- 
tory state,  and  it  is  obvious  it  should  be 
amended.  But  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Bobert  Peel),  will  admit  that  this  is  not 
a  matter  which  the  Government  should 
take  upon  themselves  to  deal  witii  in  a 
day,  or  without  some  consideratifm  of 
the  difficultiee  which  surround  the  mat* 
ter.  I  Uiink  the  House  should  be 
satisfied  with  the  assurance  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
that  the  matter  will  receive  early  atten- 
tion, and  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 

Me,  LABOTJCHERE:  If  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Blackburn 
(Sir  Bobert  Peel)  divides  against  the 
Bill  1  shall  certainly  vote  with  him.  As 
we  know,  the  State  bears  four-ninths  of 
the  cost  of  the  Metropolitan  Police— it 
is  alleged  it  does  that  because  the  police 
are  used  for  public  services — but  there 
is  really  no  earthly  reason  why  the  £x- 
ohequer  should  pay  four-ninths  of  the 
damage  done  recently  in  London. '  If 
Buoh  a  demand  wwe  made  with  regard 
to  any  provinoial  town  it  would  not  be 
entertamed  for  a  moment.  I  agree  with 
my  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Julian  wldsmid) 
that  it  is  shameful  that  the  Oarlton 
dub  and  wealthy  people  should  come 
on  the  rates  and  Exchequer  for  com- 
pensation for  a  miserable  window  that 
18  broken.  Surely  they  could,  in  com- 
mon decency,  pay  for  it  themselves.  If 
people  came  lor  oompensation  they 
ought  to  plead  m  /ormd  pav^tri*  ;  when 
they  can  pay  they  ought  to  pi^. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  quite  agree 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  if 
wealtiiy  people  have  aofifered  trivial 


damage  they  might  meet  it  out  of  their 
own  pockets.  But  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  of  such  people  have  made  claims. 
|,Str  Jtjijan  GoLPSUU) :  I  know  several 
cases.]  Probably  they  are  the  cases  of 
some  of  the  hon.  Member's  own  friends. 
But  I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  poor 
tradesmen  whose  property  has  been 
wrecked,  and  who  have  Buffered  verr 
seiious  loBS.  It  was  not  from  any  lack 
of  care  or  precaution  on  their  own  part 
that  these  people  suffered.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  with  the  assurance 
which  has  been  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  (Mr. 
Childers)  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  (Mr. 
CharloB  Bussell),  I  hope  the  House 
will  pass  this  Bill,  which  will  save  two 
or  three  persons  ixom  ruin.  ["Oh, 
oh ! "]  It  m^  be  a  matter  of  no  con- 
sideration to  hon.  Gentlemen ;  but  I  say 
advisedly  that  some  persons  will  come 
to  ruin  unless  they  are  very  speedily  re- 
couped  for  the  losses  they  have  sustamed. 
They  come  to  the  authority  which,  £ram 
accident  or  misfortone,  fSuled  to  afford 
them  the  protection  which  they  have  a 
right  to  expect,  and  which  ought  to 
have  been  afforded.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, seeing  that  thie  Bill  is  con- 
fined to  a  particular  date  and  event, 
seeing  that  it  settles  no  principle  in  the 
future,  and  leaves  the  Government  full 
responsibility  of  altering  the  general 
law,  I  trust  the  House  will  allow  the 
Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mb.  ILLINGWOBTH  :  I  wish  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemaji  the  Home  Secretary.  I  suppose 
that  the  House  must  be  satiBfied  with 
the  explanation  which  he  has  given, 
that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  passing 
this  Bill;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think 
thai,  in  the  interest  of  tiie  public  purse, 
we  have  some  right  to  call  upon  Mm  to 
protect  the  Conswidated  Fund.  In  oaae 
of  these  riots  having  taken  place  in  the 
Provinces,  the  funds  of  the  towns  in 
which  they  took  place  would  have  been 
held  liable ;  and  certainly  none  of  the 
compensation  consequent  upon  them 
would  have  come  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.  Now,  whatever  is  just  for 
the  country  is  just  for  the  Metropolis  ; 
and  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  adjust  this  mat- 
ter so  that  the  compensation  shall  not 
come  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  at 
all.   It  is  a  matter  of  great  interest  to 
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the  oonntry  that  this  sfaoald  be  done, 
and  I  think  the  House  has  ^e  right  to 
call  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
clear  us  from  the  imputation  of  dealing 
in  a  special  manner  with  the  Metro- 
polis. 

Ub.  DEASY  :  I  do  not  see  why  we 
in  Ireland  should  be  adced  to  contribute 
towards  the  payment  for  any  damage 
done  in  EoglaiM,  unless  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  people  of  England  are 
also  prepared  to  oon^bute  their  portion 
of  the  cost  of  any  damage  done  during 
riots  in  Ireland.  Xf  pe(^le  of  Lon- 
don cannot  afford  to  wait  until  a  measure 
to  settle  the  general  question  has  bem 
passed,  why  were  the  people  of  Blaok- 
bum,  where  serious  damage  was  done, 
compelled  to  wait,  as  they  have  been,  for 
several  years  ?  In  regard  to  Dublin, 
serious  riots,  resulting  in  great  damage 
to  property,  have  taken  place  from  time 
to  time;  but  no  Government  has  ever 
proposed  to  contribute  from  Imperial 
fuDcIs  one  farthing  in  aid  of  the  local 
rates  struck  for  the  purpose  of  compen- 
sating owners  of  property  which  was 
injured.  Then,  again,  in  the  case  of 
Berry,  the  Gtoremment  would  not  give  a 
•ingle  penny  towards  the  damage  done 
there,  although  they  now  call  upon  us  to 
contribute  towards  the  cost  of  the  damag  e 
done  in  the  Bnglish  Uetropolis.  If  the 
right  hon.  Member  (Sir  Bobert  Feel) 
ressea  this  question,  I,  as  an  Irish  Mem- 
er,  will  certainly  support  him,  and  I 
will  promise  him  my  assistance  to  resist 
the  Bill  in  its  future  stages. 

Me.  COITRTNEY:  I  confess  that  I 
share  the  feeling  of  the  hon.  Member 
in  this  matter.  When  I  was  at  the 
Treasury,  I  had  oonetantiy  before  me 
claims  made  on  behalf  of  London  upon 
the  Consolidated  Fund.  It  is  said  tnat 
this  compensation  question  is  urgent ; 
but  I  wish  to  make  this  suggestion— - 
that  the  Bill  should  be  so  altered  that 
the  whole  sum  wanted  should  come  out 
of  the  police  rate,  which  famishes  five- 
ninths  of  the  Police  Fund,  and  not 
out  of  the  contribntion  from  the  Oon- 
Bolidated  Fund  at  aU.  That  can  be 
done ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  consent  to  the  arrangement  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  may  be  taken 
at  once. 

Mr.  0HILDER8 :  I  wiU  undertake 
to  consider  whether  the  sug^^tion  of 
my  hon.  Friend  cannot  be  adopted. 

Mr.  lUingworth 


Sn  BOBBBT  YBSSL-.  There  in  n 
many  defects  in  this  Bill  that  we  an 
now  to  have  a  quantity  of  fresh  sb^m- 
tiooa  put  into  it.  A^at  I  woald  nf- 
gest  is  that  it  should  be  withdnm 
altogether  

Mb.  SFEAKEB:  Order,  order!  Tke 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  eatitied  to 
make  a  seecmd  speech.  Only  the  Ifiiii' 
ter  in  charge  of  the  WX  htu  a  ri^sf 
peaking  again. 

SibKOBERT  FEEL:  Three  times: 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  Minister  in 
charge  of  a  Bill  ceortalnly  has  the  aght 
of  mahing  an  explanation  in  r^;iid  to 
his  Bill  when  it  ia  neeessaiy. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUART:  I  am  Mr- 
tainly  strongly  in  favour  of  the  prnion- 
tion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Boanift 
(Mr.  Oonrfcn^),  provided  that  the  Vt- 
trop<^B  were  responsible  for  tbe  maugt- 
ment  of  the  police  for  whose  remianess 
it  ia  proposed  to  rate  it ;  but  I  ttduk 
that  it  is  highly  improper  tiiat  the 
people  of  London  should  be  called  npoa 
to  pay  this  police  rate  at  all,  wlua  ^ey 
have  not  the  shadow  of  oontrol  over  tw 
police. 

Mb.  SMALL:  Irish  M«nben  m 
very  much  surprised  to  find  diat  then 
ia  no  such  law  in  England  on  thm 
m^ten  as  those  wluoh  prerail  in  IM- 
land.  I  cannot  see  why  the  aatts  bin 
are  not  enforced  in  London  as  those  te 
have  in  DuUin ;  and  it  appears  to  na 
that  the  proper  course  for  tiie  Gonn- 
ment  to  adopt  in  regard  to  this  matttf 
is  to  bring  in  a  general  Bill,  haring  n- 
trospective  action.  It  ia  an  extraordmaiy 
thing  for  the  Government  to  bring  is  s 
BUI  dealing  wiA  a  matter  which  hu 
already  taken  place,  and  for  which  the 
existing  law  does  not  provide,  widwnt 
attempting  to  provide  machinery  for 
similar  cases  which  may  happen  in  the 
future.  I  quite  agree  with  a  remtik 
which  was  made  by  one  hon.  Membv— 
that  this  is  the  right  time  to  brisg 
pressure  to  bear  upon,  the  Miaistiy,  for 
I  am  quite  sure  that  if  we  reftwe  to  pus 
this  measure,  then  we  dieU  f«iy  aooa 
obtain  a  most  satisfactory  geneial  BiU. 
If  the  House  refuses  to  do  anythisgit 
all  in  this  case  of  the  Metropolis,  uotil 
the  cases  of  Blackburn,  Nottinghaffl, 
&c.,  have  been  similarly  dealt  with,  I 
am  satisfied  that  we  ahall  see  an  ade- 
quate gener^  measure  |ta88e4  without 
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Me.  M.  J.  KENNY:  What  I  want  to 
know,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  this — How  are  the 
G}t)Twnmeat  going;  to  carry  oat  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  fur  Bodmin  (Mr. 
Oourtney)  ?  How  can  they  differentiate 
between  the  police  rate  and  the  Police 
Fand?  [Mr.  Ooubthby  :  Put  Uie  charge 
on  the  rate.]  It  is  narply  an  ingenious 
aoheme  of  erasion  to  sag^^est  that  the 
compotaationB  abonld  be  taken  <mt  of 
the  five-ninths  of  the  Police  Fond,  and 
not  ont  of  the  other  four-ninths.  It  is 
a  fact  that  the  two  items — that  from  the 
rate  and  that  from  the  OonsoUdated 
Fund— have  to  be  amtdgamated  at  some 
time  or  other,  and  I  cannot  see  how  they 
can  be  differentiated.  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  make  a  differeoce  in  the  case 
of  London.  I  am  not  aware  that  Oolonel 
Jackson,  when  his  house  was  attacked 
at  Blackburn,  received  oompensatioii. 
[An  hon.  Mxubbb  :  He  did.]  Well, 
theni  Ocdonel  Jackson  was  luoky ;  but 
other  persons  in  Blackburn,  whose  pro- 
perty was  damaged  at  the  same  time, 
did  not.  I  will,  however,  modify  my 
objection  to  the  Bill  if  the  GoTemment 
will  insert  a  clause  in  it  providing  that 
compensation  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  shall  be  given  to  the  people  in 
Ireland  whose  property  is  injured  on 
these  occasions.  If  Uiat  is  done,  I  am 
sure  that  my  hon.  Friends  will  also  be 
willing  to  modify  their  opposition  to 
the  BUI  at  this  stage,  and  give  it  a  fair 
consideration  when  it  gets  into  Oom- 
mittee. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  106 ;  Noes 
79:  Majority  37.— (Div.  List,  No.  17.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  commitUd 
for  Mondaj/  next. 

MOTIOjrS. 


PORT  OmOB,  SUBMARINE  TELEGRAPH 
OONTRAOr  (ST.  TINCBNT  TO  THE 
WB8T  COAST  OF  AFRICA). 

resolutios. 

The  SEOBBTAEY  to  the  TEEA- 
8UET  (Mr.  Hbhbt  H.  Fowlke),  in 
rising  to  move  the  Besolution,  said :  I 
do  not  want,  at  this  late  hour,  to  enter 
into  any  details  on  this  subject,  because 
I  understand  that  it  is  the  desire  of  hon. 
Members  that  the  debate  should  be  ad- 


jonnied.  1i  the  Motion  is  made  for  the 
adjournment  I  shall  not  object. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  Tint  the  Oontraot,  doted  the  IfiUi  day  of 
January  1886,  for  the  Constractioii  of  a  Siil)* 
tnarine  Telegraph  line  from  the  laland  oi  St. 
Vincent  to  the  West  Coast  of  Africa  be  ap- 
proved."—(Jfr.  JStwtry  H.  Fwltr.) 

Mb.  LABOUOHEBE:  I  did  hope, 
se«mg  that  this  is  a  proposal  to  levy  a 
heavy  eharge  upon  the  Esofaeqner  for  a 
number  of  years,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Heniy  H. 
Fowler)  would  have  brought  it  forward 
at  a  reasonable  hour.  It  is  perfectly 
monstrous  that  these  midnight  raids 
should  be  made  upon  the  Treasury.  I 
know  one  hon.  Member  is  absent  who, 
if  he  is  correct  in  his  statement,  is  pre- 
pared to  show  that  this  contract  ought 
not  to  be  made. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 

— (J/r.  Zahoueheri.) 

Mb.  HENBY  H.  FOWLEB:  I  shall 
be  glad  to  have  the  opp<»tunity  of  show- 
ing that  this  IB  a  contract  which  ought 
to  be  signed  in  the  public  interest ;  at 
all  events,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  be  settled  in  one  way  or  the  other. 
I  shall  bring  it  up  to-morrow. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  adfaunui  till  Tb-mwrw. 

ntraH  rasxrsTBixs. 

0rdtr«4,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ^t- 
pointed  to  inquire  ioto  the  Nataral  Resonrces 
and  the  Present  Condition  of  llanufacturing 
and  Prodactive  Industries  in  Ireland ;  and  to 
consider  and  report  by  what  means  those 
Natural  Reaouroes  may  be  more  ful^  deve- 
loped, and  how  those  Industries  may  be  en- 
conxaged  and  extended. — {Mr.  Sexteti.) 

BITEB  LEA. 

Select  Committee  on  River  Lea  nominated  of, 
— Mr.  Abbaham  (Limerick  County,  Weat),  Mr. 
Attobitet  Oekbbal,  Mr.  Sclateb-Booth,  Ur. 
KmBR  Cook,  Sir  Outbb  Hvktkb,  Sir  Hbhiit 
RoBooB,  Sir  Lswn  Pellt,  and  Mr.  Piokbbs- 
GILL,  with  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records. 

Ordtrtd,  Tbat  Three  be  the  quorum.— (Jfr. 
Attorntjf  OmmU.) 

TITHI  EENT'OHABOa  BBCOTBBT  BIXI,. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Stanley  Leighton,  Bill 
to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Recovery  of 
lithe  Rent-Charge,  ordered  to  be  bronght  in 
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1>7  Vt.  Stanley  hta^Um,  Ur.  Baikei,  and  Hr. 

Eecyon. 

BUI  prttwUd,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  129.] 

BAHXBUFTOT  (aOBICULTUBAL  ZABOUREBs' 
frAaSS)  BILL. 
Oq  Molioa  of  Mr.  Stanhope,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  Bankruptcy  bo  far  aa  relatee 
to  Agrioultoral  Labourora'  Wages,  ordered  to  be 
bronght  in  by  Ur.  Stanhope,  Mr.  Compton 
Lawranoe,  Hr.  Solater- Booth,  and  Mr.  Long. 
BmpTftmUdt  and  read  the  flirt  time.  [Bill  ISO.] 


BVBIiX  OBOTOSB  BILL. 
Centidertd  in  Committeei 

(Jbi  the  Committee.) 
Retolvtdy  That  the  Chairman  he  diieded  to 
more  the  House,  That  leave  he  given  to  briu 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  ndaUng  to  Bmid 
Groands. 

Resolation  reporttd :  —  Bill  onUnd  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Osborne  Uorgu,  Hr, 
Secretary  Obilders,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Fovlar, 
and  Mr.  Broadhunt. 

Bill  fMVMMtel,  and  read  the  firrt  time.  131.] 
Honse  adjomnsd  at  Two  o'ulotk. 


[INDEX. 
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ment. — Rei.,  Resolation. — Comm.,  Committee. — Ra-Comm.,  Re-Committal. — Itep.,  Report.— 
Contid.,  Coniiderfttion. — Adj.,  Adjoumment  or  Adjourned. — cL,  Claow.--a(M.  Additional 
Clanse. — tug.,  Negatived, — M.  Q.,  Main  QueeUoo. — 0.  Q.,  Original  Question. — 0.  M.,  Original 
Motion. — Q.,  Prerioas  Question. — e.  p.,  Report  Frogress. — A.,  Ajw. — A''.,  Noea. — if..  Ma- 
jority.— \tt.  Div.,2nd.  Div.,  First  or  Seoond  Dirision. — I.,  Lords.— Commons. 
When  in  this  Index  a  *  is  added  to  (he  Reading  of  n.  Bill,  it  indicates  that  no  Debate  took 

plaoeupon  that  stage  of  the  measure. 
When  in  the  Text  or  in  (he  Index  a  Speeoh  is  marked  thus*,  i(  indicates  that  the  Speeoh 

is  reprinted  from  a  Pamphlet  or  some  authorited  Report. 
Whenin  the  Index  a  f  it  prefixed  to  a  Name  or  an  Oflloo  ((be  H«mber  having  aeeepted  or 

Taeated oflloe diving (h«SeaaloB)and  to  Sobjeots  of  Debate  theraander.  It  IndloatM  (hat  the 

Speeehet  on  those  Subjeots  were  delivered  in  the  speaker's  private  or  ottolal  eharaeter,  as  tb« 

ease  may  be. 

Some  subjects  of  debate  hare  been  olaaaifled  under  the  following  "General  Headinga:"— 
Arht — Natt  —  InDu — Ibsund  —  SooTuxD — PiBLiunuT — PooB  Law — Post  Orricx— 
MxTBOPoua  —  Chvboh  or  Eholaits — Ebdcatioii — Cbuuiial  Law— -Law  an)  Justiob— 
Taxatiok,  onder  Wats  aho  Hb&». 


ABBROORN,  Duke  of 
Fariiament— Queen's  Speeoh,  AddroM  in 
Answer  to,  M 


Abbabax,  Hr.  W.,  ZuwrMit,  W. 
Ireland— Orim*  nod  Ontnte— MalMow  Bam- 
ing  at  Newoastl*  West,  Co.  Limerick — Oom- 
penM^,  1091 

Aceen  to  Xonnteiu  (SooUa&a)  Bill 
{Mr.  Br$M,  Mr.  Chmuy  BotioHt  Mr.  Hal- 
iMUf  Mr.  D.  CnoD/ord,  Sir  Rmry  Smcm^ 
Mr.  Sdward  Xvult) 

«.  Orderad  ;  nad  !<>  *  /<m  95  [BiU  90] 

AoLAXD,  Mr.  A.  H.  Dyka.  York,  JT.  J2., 

Ubour  Statistics,  Res.  1781 

YOU  OOOIL     [xuiRD  nwiBS.] 


AoLAHD,  Mr.  0.  T.  Dyke  (Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade),  Cornwall, 
ZauHcttton 
Uarbonr  Aooommodation  (North  of  Seottand), 
190T 

Samlj— Bankraptof  DepartoMot  of  Uw  Baud 

of  Trade.  7M 
Unolaimad  Dapoelti,  9R.  18M 

Aotbmi  tat  Debt  (Idmitatlon)  Bill 

{Mr.  SMwe,  Mr.  A.  AtUmi,  Mr.  Otifn, 
Mr.  LMttita) 

«.  Ordend;reBdl»«ifiir8  [BUt  1961 

Adbibok^  Hr.  J.  E.  W.,  AMm'mdtr- 

Lyn« 

Compensation  for  Damages,  SR.  9001 
Law  and  JosUee  (EngUuid  and  Wales)— Ap- 
pointment to  the  Reaordorship  of  UTerpool, 
1098 

Metropolis— Meetings  in  Ujde  Park,  1381 
8  T 
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Adminittration  and  Sxpemlttwe  —  Th$ 
Qrtat  Spending  D&parttMnU 
OMition,  Mr.  Rylandi :  Answer.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Ttwsury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gl»d- 
stontt)  Mar  1, 1517 

AMaBAiTT— First  Lewd  (*«  Hamilton, 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  G.  F.) 

ADmaAiTT  —  First  Lord  («*  Eipoir, 
Uuquess  of) 

Admikaltt — Oivil  Lord  (•«  Duff,  Mr. 
B.  W.) 

Adukalty — Seoretarjr  to  (•«  Bitohie, 
Mr.  0.  T.) 

Admiealtt— Secretary  to  (im  Hibbbbt, 
Bight  Hoa.  J.  T.) 

AOTOOATB,    The    LoEB    (»«  BAtFOUE, 

Bight  Hon.  J.  B.) 
Mriea  {South)— Affairt  of 

Creation,  ObterTations,  Sir  Robert  Fowler  ; 
lUplf,  The  Under  SeeretM-y  of  SUt«  for  th« 
Coloniei  (Mr.  Otbome  Morgan)  ;  Obeerta- 
tiont.  Sir  Frederick  Stanley       19,  731 

BeehuamalaKi-Sale  of  Spirii$,  Qumtlon,  Sir 
Robert  Fowler:  Anawer,  The  Under  Seere- 
Ury  of  Stat*  for  the  Coloniei  ( Mr.  Oaborne 
Morgan)  F€h  38, 1033 

The  Trantvaal—lmport  DuHee,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Kimber  ;  Answer.  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonial  (Hr.  Osborne  Mor- 
Cao)  Mar  4, 1000 

Aluson,  Mr.  B.  A.,  Cumberland,  EakdaU 
UaintenaiHM  of  Sooial  Order  (Ireland),  Res. 
1«M 


AUetmenti  and  SmiUl  BoUUnge—oont. 

Attrimltural  LaXmtrtre,  <iaMtioo,  Sir  J<Aa 
Labboek ;  Aniw«r,  The  Cbanodtor  of  tlH 
Doohj  of  Unouter  (Mr.  H«MagB)ibr<, 

leoo 

Allotments  and  Small  Holdings  W. 

{Mr.  J**t$  Colling;  Mr.  Surt,  Mr.  BnU- 
hurtt.   Captain    Vtrntj/,   Mr.   Arch,  Dr. 
Fatter,  Mr.  Ftewtr,  Mr.  CoU,  Mr.  A^ewwn] 
AOrdend;  nadl—Zoiin  [BiU»l 

AUfftmentS  Bill        {Mr.  Finch-Battw,  Uf. 

Birkheek,  VieemaU  Ne»»k) 
«.  Oidored :  rvd  i"  •  An  33  [Bill  it] 

AxBROSB,  Mr.  W.,  mdSUux,  Mtrrtw 

Land  lUgittrr,  3R.  1001 . 1002 
Law  and  Jnstiee —Appointment  to  the  »*- 
oordorahip  of  Liverpool,  896 

America  {Central)— The  Panama  ComI 

Qaestion.  Mr.  M.igniae  ;  Anawer,  The  Usitr 
Seeretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflairs  (Hr. 
■arj9t)Fei  19,711 

Appointmtntt  under  the  Crown 
Mored,  "That  a  Seleet  Committee  be  tf- 
pointad  to  inqniro  into  the  method  of  *f- 
pointment  and  apportionment  of  saUriei  ud 
duties  under  the  Crown"  (Mr.  Cenkm) 
Feb  23,  1074 ;  »Stm  short  debate,  Hotioa 
withdrawn 

ArlntratioiL  BUI  Ch.l.]  ( The  M  Brm»a\ 

I.  Preaentwl ;  read  l'»  fW  3«  ^ 

Abok,  Mr.  J.,  I?orfolk,  N.  W. 

ParUament— iiooen'a  Speeoh,  AddreM  io  Ai* 
swer  te,  48S 


Allotmente 
Morad,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
Retnm  (1.)  of  all  agrlenltnnil  holdioga  in 
England  and  Wales,  both  of  arable  and 
pasture  land,  oconpied  as  allotments  or  field 
gardens,  of  one-eighth  of  an  acre  and  not 
ezoeeding  four  acres  ;  (3.)  of  all  garden 
allotments  exceeding  one-eighth  of  an  acre 
attached  to  cottages ;  (3.)  of  all  charitable 
tnuta  in  England  and  Wales  the  trustees  of 
whioh  are  trustees  within  the  meaning  of  the 
first  and  fourth  clauses  of  the  Allotments 
Extension  Aot.  1863"  (The  Earl  of 
OnaUno)  Feb  33,  843;  after  short  debate, 
Motion  withdrawn 
Question,  Mr.  Henry  Tollemaobe ;  Answer, 
The  Ohanoellor  of  the  Duohy  of  taneaster 
(Mr.  Heneage)  Feb  25,  1310 

AUotmenti  and  Smalt  Moldings 

Question,  Colonel  Brookfleld  ;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)       35, 1338 


Abut  {Quetttont) 
Atmnimition  —  Ordert  to  Sir  W.  ir«*** 
and  Co.,  Question,  Mr.  Carbntt :  Aniw. 
The  Seoratary  of  S  tate  for  War  (Mr.  Csi^ 
belI-Bannem»n}  33,  881 
Appoin^iunte—FrineeSenrjf  of  Bamtlif, 
Questioiu,  Mr.  Laboocbere:  Answers,  w 
SeeivUry  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  CampbeB- 
Bannenaan)  Feb  SB,  1801 ;  JAr  1,  IHS 

Armt 

Defeetitfe  BayoneU,  Qoettione,  Hr.  HukM 
Mr.  Carbntt.  Captain  Fellowes :  Aaiwr* 
The  Fioaneial  SeoretaTy.  War  Departiwal 

(Mr.  H.  8.  Notthcote)  Jan  28,  417 
Manafaetme  of  Svoordt,  QuosUon.  CoJosel 
Safis-Schwabe  ;    Answer,   The  Sm^ 
General  of  Ordoanoe  (Mr.  Woodall)  f»  »- 

Steel  far  Sword  BeiSfonete,  Qao*i«. 
Johns ;  Anmrer,  The  Seerelaiy  of  SUti  w 
War  (Mr.  Campbell-Baonsnnao)  »  n 
800  „  . 

lenderifor  Sworde,  Question,  Mr.  Msppu- 
Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of  OrdBSo* 
(Mr.  Woodall)  Feb  M,  1811 
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Ajuct — Arms — eont. 

TetHng  of  Side-Armt,  Question,  Colonel 
Sklis-Schwabe  ;  Anairer,  The  SecroUry  of 
State  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Jm  33,  187  ; 
(lueation,  Mr.  Sexton;  Anawer,  The  Snr- 
vejor  General  of  Ordnanee  (Mr.  Woodalll 
Mar  l,\52l 
Vat  of  Oermtm  Steel  for  Sword  Bladei,  Qaea- 
tion,  Mr.  Carbutt ;  Aaawer,  The  Seoretarj 
of  SUte  for  War  (Mr.  Campbell- Bannerman) 
Feb  23,  883 
Woclieieh  Artenal — Ditcharge  of  Worimen — 
Martini- Henry  RiJUm  for  ihe  Indian  Army, 
QaeatioDS,  Mr.  Howell,  Viacount  Folkestone, 
Mr.  Uanburj,  Mr.  W.  U.  Smith,  Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churotifll,  Captain  Prioe,  Sir  Henry 
Tyler ;  Antwera,  The  Sewetary  of  State  for 
War  (Mr.  Campbell- Bannermao),  The  Secre- 
Ury  to  the  AdminltyCMr.  Hibbert)  Mar  4, 
1911 

ArHUery  —  Vacatuie*  for  SubaUern  Ofi-. 
eere,  Question,  Colonel    Hughes- Hallett ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  Stnto  for  War 
(Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman)  Feb  33,  893 

Barrackt  —  Dublin  —  Riekmond  Barraekt, 
Question,  Sir  James  Fergusson  ;  Answer, 
The  Financial  Seorctary,  Wnr  Department 
(Mr.  H.  S.  Northoote)  Jan  25,  31 1 

Chtking — Factory t  Pimlieo,  Questioni,  Mr. 
Albert  Grey,  Mr.  Hagniao  ;  Answers,  Tlie 
Surveyor  General  of  Ordnanoe  (Mr.  Woodall) 
Feb  25,  1333 

Dtteipline — Diiordert  in  Belfatt  Barraekt, 
Question,  Mr.  Ewart ;  Answer,  The  Fiiun- 
oial  Secretary,  Wnr  Departmeat  (Mr.  U.  S . 
Northoote)  Jan  25,  305 

Empt — SouAm  Campaipi'—The  B«yal  Irith 
Sugimaa,  QoesUoDS,  Sir  Herbert  Matwell  : 
Answers,  The  Secretary  of  Slate  for  War 
(Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman)  Feb  35,  1309 

Finance— Jiff eet»  of  a  Deceased  Soldier — 
Cote  of  Sennit  M'Donnell,  Questions,  Mr. 
tyKelly;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  Campbell- Baonenoan)  Mar  1, 
1045 

ManafaHviHHa  Departnuntt  —  Small  Armi 
Faelory,  Enfield  —  Diieharge  of  Work- 
men, Question,  Lord  Algernon  Peroy ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman)  Feb  25.  1233; 
Qnaation,  Sir  Henry  Tyler;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Campbell- 
Bannerman)  Mar  4,  1889 

Medical  Staff  —  The  Servian  and  Bulgarian 
Campaign,  Question,  Sir  TroTor  Lawrence; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  Campbell- Bannerman)  Feb  35,  1308 

MilitSa 

Minor  Ktrr,  Cavan  Militia,  Qaaation,  Mr. 
flaydan ;  Answer,  The  Seeretar;  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  Campbell  -  Bannerman) 
Feb  25,  1313 

"  Old"  AdJutatUi  in  Jriih  Regiments,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  Stato  for  War  (Mr.  Campbell-Ban- 
nerman) Feb  36,  1372 

Fensioneri — Case  of  Michael  Heron,  \it  Royal 
Irith,  Question,  Hr,  John  Redmond  ;  An- 
awer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
Campbell- Bannerman)      33, 1024 


<  AuiT — AnM—eotU, 

Pensioners,  Qmurterly  Payment  of,  Qneatioo, 
Mr.  0.  H.  Wilson  ;  Answer,  The  FlnueU 
Secretary,  War  Department  (Mr.  Herbert 
Gladatone)  Feb  35,  1317 
f^tarlerauutert  —  Ineligibility  for  Army  JM^ 

?%rtments,  Queation,  Dr.  Clark ;  Answer* 
ho  Financial  Secretary,  War  Department 
(Hr.  n.  S.  Northoote)  Jan  36,  431 
Bumiting,  Report  of  the  Inspector  Qeneralof, 
Qneation.  Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Ur.  Camp- 
bell'BaanernMi)  Afr  95, 1318 

VolunUers 

Artillery  Volunteers,  Question,  Mr.  Mark 
Stewart ;  Answer,  The  Sceretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman]  Mar  1, 
1523 

Capitatiott  Orant,  Q&eation,  Mr.  Howard 
Vincent :  Anawer,  The  Secretary  of  SUU 
for  War  (.Mr.  Oampbell-BanQennao)  38, 

1033 

Mounted  Volunteer  Infantry,  Queation,  Obser- 
rations,  Viaoonnt  Midleton ;  Reply,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Lord 
Sandhurst)  Mar  3,  IG63 

Army  (India) 

Indian  Military  Leave,  Question,  Mr.  Shirley  ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Sir  Uehtred  Uay-Shnttle worth) 
Aft  86, 1380 

AsHBovBNE,  Lord  (Lord  COianeeUor  of 

Ireland) 

Parliament— Queen's  Speeeh,  Address  In  An- 
■   awer  to,  73 

{AfUr  Rosignation) 
Ireland  —  National  League  —  Lowl  Courts, 

1181.  1187 
Lnnaoy  Acts  Amendment,  3R.  1501 
Policy   of    U.M.   Goferoment,  Ministerial 

Statement,  S40 


A8HU]£ad-Babti:.btt,  Mr.  E.,  Sheffield, 
JSeelethall 

Depression  of  Trade  and  Industry— The  Com- 

miision  of  Inqutrr,  714 
Trade  and  Commerce— Falsely  Marked  Goods, 

1644 

Attobhet  Qbnxbal  (<m  Webstxb,  Sir 

B.  E.) 

Attobnbt  Qehsral  (%m  BussBLL,  Mr. 
0.) 

Attobket  General  fob  Irblaito  («m 
B^LUES,  Bight  Hon,  H.) 

Amtralia  and  Nno  Z$9Und-~Tk»  JWmI 

Pott 

Question,  Mr.  Spenaley  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  II.  H.  Fowler) 
Feb  33, 1020 

3  12 
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BADSV-FomxL,  Mr.  Gt.,  Liverpool,  Kirk- 
dak 

Ireland— Aothority  ofth«  Grovn,  1337 
ItUnds  of  the  Western  P.ioiBo  —  The  New 

llebridei,  888 
Herolmnt  Shipping,   Kojal  Commisaion  on, 

437 

Supply — Orange  River  Territory,  4o.  1003 

Baooallat,  Hr.  E.,  Lamhsih,  Brixton 
UDd  RttgUtry,  SR.  tOOl 

Bakeb,  Mr,  L.  J-,  Somtrset,  Fromt 
Inlftnd  Rerenao— Colleotion  of  Tnxea,  1886 
Supply — Court!  or  Iaw  and  Justice  in  Soot- 
Und,  dto.  786 
Dover  Hurboor,  783 


Balfour,  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  (President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board), 
Manch4»ter,  JE. 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
iwer  to,  507,  SU,  517 

{Afiar  BMignation) 
Depression  of  Trade  and  Industrf— The  In< 
qoiry,  715 

Balfoub,   Bight  Hon.  J.  B.,  Clach- 
mannan,  ^e. 
ParliAmeDt— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
■wer  to,  379,  360 

{^Lord  Advocate) 

Croften  (Seoiland)  (No.  3),  Motion  ibr  LeaTO, 

1336, 1330 
SeoUand — Questions 

Errors  in  Statistical  Returns — Return  of 

Honicipal  Burghs.  1885,  1877,  1878 
Blaglstrvcy— Mr.  WilliAm  Ivory,  Sheriff  of 

InTemesB-flhirfl,  1307 
Parliamentary  Elections  —  EInotion  Ex- 
penses, 18M 
Representation  ot  the  People  Aot — Polling 

Plaees  in  Argyllshire,  831 
Sheriff  Clerk  Depute  of  Skyo.  1517 
Scotland — Law  and  Justice — Questions 

Administration  of  Jnstico  In  the  Highlands 

and  laUnds,  1307 
Mr.  Kenton,  Proearator  Fiscal  for  East 

Fifo,  890.  1908 
Proearator  Fiscal  ofOrkaej,  1514, 101S 
PrOeoratOH  Fiscal,  1038 
Sporting  Lands  Rating  (Seotlind).  9R.  1187 

iBALFOTTB,  General  Sir  G.,  Kinoardino 
ohire 

Army  (Supplementary  Estimates.  1886-6)— 
Warlike  Stores  and  Works.  1635,  1638 

Nary  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1686-6)— 
Navy  Services,  1391 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  364,  367 

Supply— Dover  Harbour.  736,  739.  780,  736, 
741,  717 

Furniture  of  Pablio  Offices,  Great  Briuin, 
7S6 

Metropolitan  Police  Court  B-ii1dingi,  737 


D  E  X  I  BAN  BEA 

3o«. 

Bankruptcy    (Agrionltnral  Lalwiirers* 

Wages)  Bill  {Mr.  Stanhopt,  Mr. 

Cempton  Xomwuf,  Mr.  SeUOir-BootA,  Mr. 
long) 

0.  OHered ;  read  !•  •  JU;ir  4  [BU!  190] 

Bankniptcy  (Ireland]  Bill      {Mr.  PtUr 

MDonatd,  Mr.  ffenrjf  GiU,  Mr.  CUmcf, 
Mr.  John  (y  Connor,  Mr.  ffHrnnJon) 
e.  Orderod ;  read  1*  *  Jtm  83  [BiU  47] 

Barolat,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Forfanhir* 
Committee  of  Selection,  Nomination  of  Com- 
mittee,   Motion   for  Adjoumaaent,  411 ; 
Amendt.  415 
Navy  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1S86-6)— 

Navy  Services,  1897 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  to  Der 
Majesty,  87 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  Amendt.  848.  386,  665 
Scotland— Education   Code— School  Attond- 
n&oe,  1538 

Law  and  Justice  —Procurators  Fiteal,  1538 


Baekt,  Mr.  J.,  Wexford  8. 
Inland  Revenue— Income  Tax — Schedule  A, 
90  i 

Supply— Post  Office,  1273,  1385 

Baetlbt,  Mr.  G.  0.  T.,  lilingion,  N. 
Church  of  England — Sale  of  Advoweona,  71S 
Labour  Statistics,  Res.  1797 
Midland  Railway,  3R.  1676 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  364 

Baettelot,  Oolonel  Sir  W,  B.,  Smstext 
Sortham 

Army  —  Report  of  the  Inspector  Genml  of 

Recruiting,  1318 
Army  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1885-6)— 

Warlike  Stores  and  Works,  1636 
Copyhold  EnfraDohisement,  3R.  1163 
Maintenance  of  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Rcf. 

1971,  1973,  1978.  1976 
Parliamentary  Procedure,  Motion  for  a  Sdtet 

Committee,  934 

BAtruANN,    Mr.    A.  A.,  Camherw^ 
PecMam 

Inland  Revenue- Pay  ofCastoms  Officers,  885 
Public  Meetingi- IKsloyal  Meeting  at  the 

Criterion  Bastanrant,  1380 
Pnblie  Parks  and  Reoreation  Grouoda— PoUifl 

Park  at  Dolwtoh,  1006 

Beach,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  M.  E.  Hicks- 
(Ohanoellor   of  the  Excheqaar), 
£rittol,  W. 
County  Government— BeprMentative  Conieibt 
434 

Ireland— Questions 

Industries  and  Salmon  Kisheries— Seleot 

Committees— Re-appointment.  318 
L<wd  Randolph  C  hnrehiU  at  Balfiu*— Extra 
PoUoe,  1647 
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Bmaoii,  Right  Hon.  Sir  M.  E.  Hioki- — eorU. 

Poor  Law  —  Abbeyleix  Union — R«lief  of 

the  Laboarera,  428     Relief  of  Diitreai 

in  the  Arran  Islancls,  428 
Roy^  Irish  Conatabalarj,  320 
State  of  Ireland — l^egiaUtion  for  the  Sup- 

preidoo  of  tho  National  Lea^e,Ao.  416 
Land  Registry  Ofileo— The  R«gbtfar,  490 
Parliament — Questions 

Adjournment — Ketigaatioii  of  the  Hioistry, 

532,  633,  £34,  636 
BuBioess  of  the  House.  193,  330,  431,  432, 

439  ;— New  Rales  of  Procedure,  86,  331 
EleoUon  ofa  Speaker,  13,  18 
Order  of  Business,  429,  430 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addresi  in  An- 
swer 10,  120,  122,  126,  137,  261,  304,  617; 
Motion  for  Adjournment,  629,  630 

Parliamentary  Oath  (Mr.  Bradlangh),  24,  410 

Sale  of  Intoxtoating  Liqnors,  818 

Tariff  and  Customs  Aet,  1876— Forfeltares, 
810 

(AfUr  Sstignatum) 

iUstern  ASeirs — Sir  U.  Drammond  Wolff's  ' 

Mission,  908 
Emplojers'  Liabilitj  Act  flSSO)  Amendment, 

3K.  1097,  1099,  1113 
Maintenance  of  Soeial  Order  (Ireland),  Rat. 

1946,  1998 

Parliament— Business  of  the  Hoase,  1767  ; — 
Chairman  of  Oomroiltess,  715 

Parliament — Basincss  or  tbe  House — Order  of 
Public  Business,  Ren.  Oil,  913 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  623,  637,  830 

Parliamentary  Prooedore,  Motion  for  a  Seleet 
Committee,  936 

Poller  of  H.M.  GoTcrnment,  Ministerial 
Statement,  688 

Town  Holdings,  Motion  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, 1807 

Bbaitohaup,  Earl 
Lnnaoy  Aets  Amendment,  SR.  1499 

Beer  Adulteration  Kll     [Banm  Dimtiau, 

Mr,  KnutehbuU-Bugmtnt  Mr.  Saluif,  Mr. 
Sound,  Mr.  AM  Smith) 
e.  OrderMl ;  read     •  Jan  89  [BUI  f  1] 

Beer  Adalteration  (Ko.  2)  Bill  {Mr. 

BirkhteJi,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Mr,  Charlee 
Matt,  Mr.  FtffawM,  Mr.  Jtatph  Oewm) 
c.  Ordered ;  read  1"  •  /on  99  [Bill  69] 

Beer  Adulteration  (No.  3}  Bill 

(Mr.  Quiller,  Mr,  Dttekkam,  Mr.  Semage, 
Mr.  Everett) 
c.  Ordered ;  read  1"  *  /an  93  [Bill  66] 

Beith,  Ifr.  Or.,  Qht^ow,  Ctniral 
Glasgow  Bridges,  Ac.  SR.  1867 
Seouand— Education  Department— Gaelio  in 
Board  Sehoelej  1783 


Selfatt  Main  Drainage  Bill 
c.  Moved,  "  That  tbe  Petition  against  the  Belfast 
Main  Drainage  Bill,  deposited  in  the  Privnto 
Bill  Office  on  tbe  tdth  instant,  bo  printed 
and  circulated  with  the  Votes"  {Mr.  Sex- 
ton) Feb  26,  1189  ;  Motion  agreed  to 
Moved,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Belfiut  Main  Drainage 
Bill,  (.hat  thej  do  Insert  in  the  Bill  Glauses 
for  the  following  purposes  : — 
To  auimilate  the  Municipal  franohise  of 
the  borough  of  Belbst  to  tlie  existing 
Parliamentary  franohise ; 
To  enable  erery  person  qn^ified  to  vote  at 
a  Municipal  election  ui  Belfiut  to  be  a 
candidttte  for  eteotion  to  the  offloe  of 
councillor  or  alderman ; 
To  constitute  the  present  boundary  of  the 
Partiamentary  borough  of  Belfast  the 
boundary  of  the  Municipal  borough,  and 
to  direct  and  provide  for  n  new  division 
of  (he  Municipal  borough  into  wards, 
as  reoommended  in  the  Report  of  the 
Municipal   Boundarlos  (Ireland)  Oom- 
mission,  dated  the  37lh  of  J  une  1882, 
and  to  authorise  a  proportionate  inoraaso 
in  the  number  of  aldermen  and  conn- 
oillors ; 

To  provide  for  an  entire  new  election  of 
ail  the  aldermen  uid  councillors  of  tho 
Imrough,  upon  the  reformed  franchise, 
within  the  present  year  "  {Mr.  Sexton) 
Mar  2,  1677;  Previous  Question  pro- 
posed,  "  That  tho  Original  Question  be 
now  put "  { The  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Meant) ;  after  long  debate.  Question 
put;  A.  84.  N.  SOO;  IC.  116  (D.  L.  14) 

BsLHOBB,  Earl  of 
Parliament  —  Ventilation  of  the  Oommiitee 
Rooms,  868 

Bbeesford,  Lord  C.  W.,  Marj/lehone,  M. 

Ireland — Royal  Irisli  Constabulary,  320 
Metropolis —  Metropolitan   Police  Force  — 

Organisation,  Res.  141S 
Supply  — ■  Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad, 

1678 

Bbthbll,  Commander  G.  B.,  Yorkt 
Soldernets 
Copyhold  Enfranchisement,  2R,  1163 
Supply— Orange  River  Territu?,  Ao.  1027 

BioaiR,  Mr.  J.  Q.,  Cavan,  W. 
Ireland  — Oommiasionera  of  Charitable  Dona- 
tions and  Bvqaests— "Belfast  White 
Linen  Hall,"  1 193 
State  of  Ireland  —  Charge  against  Emer- 
gency Men  at  Cornafane,  Co.  Cavau,  1081 
IreUnd— Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1788 
Loans  to  Landowners,  1467 
Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation,  MottoD 
for  Leave,  1665 

BiBKBEOE,  Sir  E.,  Norfolk,  E. 

Depression  of  Trade  and  Industry — Tbe  Un- 
employed—nnrboan  of  Refuge,  718 

Parliament— Queen's  Speeeb,  Adifawu  la  An- 
swer tOi  488 
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Blaeb,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Carhw 

Ireland  —  Fiibery  Pier«  and  Harbour*  —  The 
Irlih  Cborcb  Fond,  1886 
Tnneoton  of  Irith  Fiiheri«s  —  Sea  and 
Coast  Fiaheriei  Fand,  1887 

Blaes,  Mr.T.,  Olouenter,  For$»t  of  Dean 
Foreat  of  Daan — Uarenoed.  Qaarrica,  1808 

Blank,  Mr.  A.,  Armagh^  8. 
Inland — Queationa 

Orime  and  Oatrag»— Rtot  at  Armagh,  1021 
Law  aod  JnaUoe  —  Firing  at  the  Person — 
Case  of  Robert  Cooper  and  F.  O.  Bleak- 
le7, 1970 

Poor  Iat — Armagh  Union — Removal  of  a 

Paaper  hy  the  Relieving  Offleer,  17SS 
Pnblie  Meetings  —  Speeeh  of  Hr.  G.  H. 
Smith  at  Newrjr,  1369 
Supply  —  Coanty  Coart  OBeers,  Ao.  Ireland, 
799 

BLmiDELL,  Colonel  H.  B.  H.,  Zan- 
etuhire,  8.  W.,  Inct 
Coal  Mines  Regalstion  Aet  (1879)  Amend- 
ment, SR.  1858 
Enployer^  Llabllltjr  Aot  (1880)  Amendment^ 

SR.  1103,  1103 
Hines,  Explosions  in — Report  of  the  Royal 
ComooissioDf  706 

Boabd  of  Trade — Freaident  («m  Stan- 
HOFX,  Bight  Hon.  E.) 

Boabd  of  Tradb — President  {t/ie  Udk- 
DELLA,  Bight  Hon.  A.  J.) 

Boabd  of  Tbade  — •  Secretary  to  i$e» 
AoLum,  Mr.  0.  T.  D.) 

Bolton,  Mr.  T.  H.,  5*.  Panerat,  N. 
Copjbold  Enfranehisement,  3B.  1161 
Eocleaiaatioal  Oommifalonars— Extraorditiary 

Tithe,  ff87 

Umbetb  Water,  3R.  1508, 1510 

I.and  Registry,  3R.  1002, 1005  ;  Comm.  1639 

Parliamentary  Eleotions  —  Frivilege —•  Inter- 
ference of  Peers  nt  Eleetions,  1515 

Theatrea,  Ac.  Metropolia,  2R.  838 

Booed,  Mr.  T.  "W.,  Greenwich 

Post  OtBoe  (Paroel  Post] — Carriage  or  Pnroels 
in  Saburlpan  and  Rural  Diatricta,  879 

Borough  Fonds  Bill      {Mr.  Ktnriek,  Jfr. 

Xdward  Giarkt,  DiektOH,  Mr.  FietMt, 

Mr.  Weodhtadi 
c.  Orderwl ;  read  t«  •  Jfin*  S  [Bill  133] 

Borthtiok,  Sir  A.,  KeMtngton,  8. 
London  Sohool  Board  Election  Expensoa,  1S83 

BoQiuUriM  of  Towns  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.  JtaynoMf,  Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  «Hm«,  Mr. 
TuiU,  Mr.  mUiam  Airaham) 
,  Ordered :  read  I**  Jan  S3  [BiU  9«] 


BoTTEKE,  Bight  Hon.  B.  (Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affiurs), 
Lynn  R^%» 

Bnmtah — Chinese  Gorerament,  193 

China— The  Reported  Loan.  191 

England  and  Greece  —  Collective  Note  of  tiM 
Eoropctn  Powers,  3t0,  423, 123 

MadagaacAr — Treaty  with  France,  813 

Spain— Commercial  Negotiations,  430, 131 

Sues  Canal,  304 

Tnrkey— Treatment  of  Chriatluis,  311 

{After  Seiiffnation) 

Supply  —  Embassies  and  Hisaions  Abi«ad, 

158S 

Fmign  Offlee,  703 

Botd-Ktkneab,  Mr.  J.,  Fife,  E. 

Parliament— Queen's  Speeah,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  657 

Scotland  —  Law  and  Juatiee  —  Mr.  Renloa, 
Proenrator  Fiscal  for  East  Fife,  1903 

Snpply— Post  OOeri  187T 

Bbadlavoh,  Mr.  0.,  NoHhun^tm 
Afhirs  of  the  East— Sir  ILUmmoMmd  Wolff's 

Misuon,  1303 
Commntation  of  Pensions,  1S40, 1041 
Ubonr  Slatlstlea,  Res.  1768,  1777. 1778, 1781 
Metropolis— Metropolitan  Police  Force  —  Or- 
ganisation, Res.  1435 
Parliament — Debate  on  the  Address,  Personal 

Explanation.  607 
Parliament  —  Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 

swer  to,  504 
Penaiona,  1878,  1370 

Supply — Courts  of  Law  and  Jnstice  ia  Seotlaad, 
Ac.  785 
Dover  Harboar,  758 

Embassies  and  Hlssions  Abroad,  Amendt. 
1000 

Fordga  Office,  707,  760, 783,  768 

Bbauwxll,  Lord 
Lanaey  Acts  Amendment,  SB.  149S 

Bbaitd,  Hon.  H.  B.,  Qloueetter,  Stroud 
Army  (Sapplementary  Estimates,  1885-6)— 
Warlike  Stores  and  Works,  1687 

Bbassbt,  Sir  T.,  Hattinge 
Mavy  (Snpplemontary  Estimate!,  1884-6) — 
Navy  Sorvloes,  1397 


BBiDOEHAir,  Oolonel  Hon.  F.,  BolUm 
Cyprua  (Finance,  Ao.),  1530 
Maintenance  of  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Res. 
1066 


Bbight,  Bight  Hon.  J.,  BwniimsXamt 
Ctntrai 

Parliament— Eleotlon  of  a  Speaker,  8 
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Bboaohukbt,    Hr.  H.,  BirminghMm, 
BordatUy 
Natt— ShipboildiDg  on  the  Tjn<,  818 

( XTntUr  Stortiaty  of  Statg  for  ^  Horn* 

Deparimmi) 
BroaUant,  Ur.,  Und«r  SeoreUrj  of  SUto  fi>r 

the  Home  Department,  1879 
Coat  Mines  fUgaUtion  Aot  (1873)  Amend- 
ment, 3R.  186S.  1869, 1870 
Copyhold  EnfranobisemoDt,  SR.  1183 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Vorkl  (Wator  Snralr, 

4o.),3K.  nee 

Folioe  and  Sanitary  RegnlattoRf,  Res.  isei, 

ises 

Broadhurtt,  Mr.^  Under  8§erttary  of  Stat* 
Jitr  the  Bom  IhparintMt 
Qoestion,  Mr.  Oent-DaTis ;  Aoiwers,  The 
Seoretnr;  of  State  for  the  Home  Deparlment 
(Mr.  Ubildera],  The  Uader  Seeretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Broad- 
hunt)  Mar  4, 1875 

Bbodrick,  Hon.  W.  St.  J.  F.,  Surroy, 

Guildford 
Oolnege,  1517 

Ireland— E?iction8—Retnrns,  433 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
■ver  to.  188,  101, 308 

Bkookfibld,  Colonel  A.  M.,  Smiex,  Mye 
General  Gordon — Pablie  Monument,  ^ff 
Parliament  — Queen's  Speeeh,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  35& 
ParliamenUry  Eloottons —  Privilege  —  Inter- 

ferenee  of  Peers  at  Elections,  IfilO 
Small  Holdings  and  Allotments,  1230 
Tenure  of  Town  Houses  (Ireland),  3R.  1115 

Bbuoe,  Hon.  E.  P.,  Fifethirt,  W. 
Local  Taxation  Retorni  (Scotland}.  1903 

Bbvkhxb,  Mr.  J.  T.,  ChMhirt,  Northwieh 
Hfde  Park  Comer  (New  StreeU),  SB.  1048 
NftT7   (Supplementarj  Estimates,  1885-6)  — 
NaTjr  Servicee,   Motion  for  Adjournment, 
1301,  1303  ;  Motion  for  reporting  Progress. 

Supplj — London  UoiTersity,  1331 

Burial  Aet,  1880 — Burial  at  Chelmsford 
Question,  Mr.  CarTell  WiUiams  ;  Answer,  Tho 
Seoretarj  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Childera)  FOt  18,  590 

Burial  Grounds  Bill  ('Vr.  Oihornt  Morgan, 
Mr.  Secretary  Childeri,  Mr.  Henry  S.  Fow- 
ler, Mr.  Broadhurtt) 

e.  Question,  Mr.  Kiohard  ;  Answer,  The  Score- 
tar/  of  State  for  tUe  Homo  DepartmeDl  (Mr. 
Childera)  JIfar  1,  1541 ;  Question,  Mr. 
Shirlej  :  Answer,  The  Under  Secretarj  oi 
State  for  the  Coloniee  (Ur.(^bonM  Mwgaa) 
Mar  1,  1903 
Considered  in  Committee  ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported ;  Bill  ordered ;  read  l"  * 
Mar  4  [Bill  181] 


Burial  Iaw  Amendment  Bill  {Mr.Osiomt 

Morgmn,  Mr.  Bmry  S.  Ibuilfr,  Mr.  Midutrit 
Mr.  Carmlt  WilUanu) 
e.  Considered  in  Committee ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported ;  Bill  ordwed  ;  read  1"  * 
Jan  32  I  BUI  45] 

BiU  withdrawn  •Jlor  4 

Bbtob,  Mr.  J.,  Aherdtm,  8. 
Turker— Treatment  of  Christians,  311 

( Under  Seoretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affaire) 

ASkIrs  of  the  East— Sir  H.  Dmmmond  Wolff*! 

Mission,  1803 
Ameriea  (Central)— The  Panama  Canal,  711 
China  — Ohefoo  OonTeation  —  The  Oplwn 

Duties,  1385 
Egypt— Questions 

Irrigation  Works  and  Foroed  Labour,  1536 
Port  ofSuakin,  1891 
Sheikh  of  Qemai,  1908 
Slave  Trade— OooTontion  oS  1877.  888 
War  in  the  Soadan  —  Garrison  at  KaMala, 
705 

JEmployers'  Liability  Aot— Kindred  Legislation 

in  Foreign  Countries,  1390 
Foreign  Customs  Regulations,  1S86 
France  and  China— Reeent  Treaty,  1316 
Franee  and  Madagascar  —  Treaty  of  Peaee, 

896. 1903 

Islands  of  the  Western  PaoiOo- Mew  Hebrides, 

888 

Italr — Arrest  of  Professor  Nichol,  606 
Herohnnt  Shipping— The  "  Mary  Mark,"  1190 
Moroooo— State  of  the  Prisons,  1036 
South  Eastern  Enropo  —  Oreeoa  and  Ttirkej, 
1039 

Spain— Case  of  Mr.  Wetford,  Missionarjr  at 
Fernando  Po,  893 

Differential  Duties,  1036 
Sues  Canal,  711 

Supply— Foreign  Offioe,  758,  761,  768 
Trade  and  Commeroe  —  Sabsidlei  hj  Foreign 
Nations,  1S04 

BUKDBTT-OotlTTS,    Mf.    W.    L.    A.  B., 

Weatmineter 
Metropolis  —  Order  in  the  Streets  —  Dnties  of 
the  Home  Office,  707 
Re-organisation  of  the  Polioe,  1331 
Metropolis  —  Metropolitan  Potioo  Foree  —  Or- 
ganization, Res.  1404 

Burmah 

AnneMation  of  Upper  ArmaA,  Qaestions,  Lord 
Franots  Hervey,  Mr.O'Kelly;  Answers,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir 
Ughtred  Kay-Shuttleworth)  Feb  32.  803  ; 
Questions,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answers, 
The  Under  Seoretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir 
Uglitred  Kay-Shuttleworth)  Feb  35,  1318 

The  Brilieh  AutherMea— Mi.itary  BKeeutiau 
—  ne  Provott  McanhaJ,  Obserrations, 
Question,  The  Marquess  of  Ripon  ;  Reply, 
The  Under  Seoretary  of  State  for  India 
(Lord  Uuris)  /on  33, 183 ;  QoesUona,  Dr. 
OameroD,  Mr.  Jartin  Hnnt^  M'Cartbj,  Sir 

ieOHt. 
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Qtorgt  Campball ;  Anawen,  Tlw  SMmUry 
of  Sute  for  India  (Lord  Randolph  ChuKhill), 
18S :  (^eitwi),  The  Marqaeu  of  Ripoo ; 
AnswM',  Tb*  Uodw  SMreUr/  of  State  for 
iDdim  (Lord  Harris)  Jan  36,  274 ;  Qa«s- 
tioni.  Sir  GMrge  Ganpbell,  Mr.  Osboms 
Morgan,  Mr.  O'Kellf,  Mr.  Conjbean.  Dr. 
Cam«ron ;  Answen,  Tba  SMretar?  of  Stat« 
for  ludia  (Lord  Randolph  Chnrehm).  814  ; 
<tDMiioss,  Or.  Canorooi  Anawert,  Th« 
Uadw  Seentar*  of  State  for  India  (Sir 
Uchtrad  Kaj-Shattl«rortk)  Fti  83.  SM ; 
Fa  93, 1088 

Licttutd  Opivm  Shmi,  Qaeation,  Ur.  Oonter  ; 
Aiiiirm,  Tba  Undar  Saerolarr  of  SUto  for 
India  (Sir  ITghtred  Ksr  -  Shttttiawortb) 
Fa  33,  S04 

Tki  OUjmm  Ooveriuuni,  QoMtion,  Mr. 
H<Luen  ;  Anawcr,  The  Uodar  SaenUry  of 
State  for  ForoigB  A&lra  (Mr.  Bovrke) 
Jam  S9,  in 


Butwuh  (Exp4n*a  of  Military  Optrationa) 
LoiM 

Moved  to  rcaolve.  *<  That  Uer  Miyeatr  barinf 
directed  a  mUitary  expedltioo  of  Her  foreei 
charged  upon  Indian  reveanea  to  be  de»> 
patohed  afainat  the  King  of  Ava,  thb  Bonae 
oonaenU  Uiat  the  reTeanee  of  lodia  ■ball  be 
applied  to  detraj  the  expense!  ofthe  military 
operations  which  may  be  carried  on  beyond 
the  external  frontiers  of  Uer  M^eaty's 
Indian  Poesesslous "  ( The  Earl  of  Kim- 
herley)  Fib  33,  849 ;  after  dobato,  Motion 
agreed  to 

Oowcovs 

Notice  of  ResolatiOD,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  Ughtred  Kay-Shuttle- 
worth)  Feb  18,  607 

Moved.  "  That  Her  Majesty  having  directed  a 
lUlitary  expedition  of  Her  forces  charged 
apOD  Indian  reTCDiies  to  be  despatched 
against  the  King  of  Ava,  this  Honse  con. 
senta  that  the  revenaea  of  India  shall  be 
Applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Mili- 
tary operations  which  may  be  carried  on 
b^nd  the  external  frontiers  of  Her  Maieety's 
Indian  Poisesaions"  (IHr  Ughtrei  £»• 
Skmmwvrtk)  Ftb  S9,  989 

Amendt.  to  leare  out  from  "  That,"  add  "  this 
House  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  unjust 
to  defray  the  expensea  of  the  Military  opera- 
tions in  the  Klonlom  of  Ava  out  of  Ibe 
rerenaes  of  India '°(ifr.  ButUer)  v.;  Qoes- 
tton  proposed.  *'Tlut  the  words.  Ac.:" 
after  debate,  Qaestlon  put;  A.  997,  N.  82  ; 
H.  915;  Dir.  List,  A.  nod  N.,  988  :  main 
i^Mitioa  pat^  and  agreed  to 


BusTf  ICr.  T.,  Morpsth 

Coal  Mines— Usworth  Colliery  Explonoo,  893 

Coal  Mines  Regolatioa  Aet  (1879)  Amend- 
ment, 9R.  1887 

Kmployera'  LlablUtT  Aet  (1880)  Amendment, 
3a.  1090 

Labonr  Statistice,  Res.  1773 

Spain  ~  Case  of  Mr.  Welford,  Misaionarr  at 
Fernando  Po,  898 


Butter  SatetitntM  BUI  (Jfr.  Otmwm,,  Mr. 

Latu,  Mr.  Jok»  CCtmmor,  Mr.  Xemy,  Mr. 
FinuMm,  Mr.  Bifjfm) 
e.  Ordered ;  rend  1*  *  /on  93  [BiU  1 8] 

BuxTOH,  Mr.  E.  K.,  JSimc,  WaUhumitw 

East  London  Water.  9R.  1685 


Oaubbidok,  Duke  of  ^Field  Marshsl 
Oommanduig-in-Chief) 
Colonies  —  laperial  and  Ctrionial  Defenees  — 

Addreas  for  Retomi,  1848 
Kingdom  of  Ava,  Res.  658 

Oahbboh,  Dr.  0.,  Olatjow,  CoUsg* 
Bnrmah  —  MlliUry  Exeontions  —  The  Provost 

Marshal,  188.  189. 317.  896, 897,  1088 
Committee  of  Selection  —  Nomination  of  Com- 
mittee, 407,  414,  415 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  3),  Motion  for  Leave, 
1838 

Lunacy  (Vacating  of  SeaU),  Comm.  Motion 

for  reporting  Progress,  1342 
Navy— Supply  of  Cntlastea,  1381 
Nary  Estimates — Shipbuilding  Votes,  435 
Navy  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1885-8)  — 

Navy  Servieea,  Aroendt.  1285,  1303 
Railway  Rates.  898 
Sootlaod — Questions 

Inland  Revenue— Illicit  Stills,  417 
Uwand  JnstUw— Mr.  R.  W.  Renton.  Fro- 
eorator  Flaoal  of  Eait  Fifo,  808,  S09. 
890 Procaratn-  Ftseelof  Oitoey.  1515 
Univeraities,  1891 
Sporting  Lands  Rating,  3R.  1487 
Supply  —  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scot- 
land, Ao.  779,  780 ;  Amendt.  780 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  708. 771 :  Amendt. 
774 


Oambeon,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Wicl,  ^e. 
Inland  Rovenoo— Caeee  of  Smuggling  ia  Scotch 

Deer  Forenta  ainoe  1879. 1094 
Lav  and  Jnstiee  (Sootland)  Pneantor 

Fiieal  of  Orkney,  1514, 10l5 
Raitwaji-Fiah  Tmflo  Baten.  dl9. 897 


Oahpbell,  Sir  A.,  S*n/rtWf  W. 

Glasgow  Bridges,  Ae.  9R.  185A 
Parliament- Queen's  Speech,  Addreia  la  An- 
swer to,  898 


OAHfBBLL,  Sir  G.,  Kirhadliff,  ^e. 

Bnrmab — Annozalion  of  Upper  Bannnh,  ISl^ 
1319 

Military  Executiona—TbaProrontlEanbnl, 
188.  314.  816 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  S),  Motion  tat  Loan, 
1839 

Imperial  Barenoe  (Ireland  and  Gfrant  Mtaiajh 
Bee.  1059 

Maurltioa — Appointment  of  Mr.  Clifford  Uoyd 

as  Lieutenant  Go  rem  or,  892 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Honae— Order  of 

Public  Business,  Res.  918.  S19 
Parliament  —  Qaeen'i  Speech,  Addraae  ia  Aa> 

•war  to,6M 
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Caupbua,  Sir  G.— «iMif. 
Parliamentuy  Represenlatioa  in  the  Colonies 

— Oolcnial  Voters,  1S&2 
Scotland  —  Errors  in  Statistical  Returns  — 
Return  of  UuDloipal  Bni:g)u,  1880,  18T7, 
1878 

Sttpplj  —  Embassies  and  llissions  Abroad, 
1558 

Orange  Riv«r  Territory,  Ac.  1609 
SuperaoDuation  and  netired  Allowanoei, 
13d0 


Oamfbell,  Mr.  H.,  Ftrmaniiffht  8. 

Colonial  Eeolesiaatleal  Appointmeatf,  1372 
Ireland — Post  Office— Questions 

Erection  of  a  Telegraph  Pole  on  Private 

Property  at  Enniskilten,  1376 
Postmaster  of  Bala,  1875,  1754 
The  late  Poatmaster  of  Balljheigne,  Co. 
Kerrr,  1887 


Oaupbell,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Qlaagow  md  Abtr- 
tfom  VhwenittM 
Scotland  —  Aberdeen  UniTerritj  —  Obair  of 
Pbyuologir,  1760 

Oahpbell-Bankebhak,  Eight  Hon.  H., 
^Secretary  of  State  for  War),  8tir- 

Army— Questions 

Army  Medical  Officers — The  Servian  and 
Bulgarian  Campaign,  1208 

Discharged  and  Invalided  Men — Case  of 
Michael  Heron,  Ut  Rojal  Irish,  1024 

EfliHts  of  a  Deoeaied  Soldier— Can  of 
Dennis  M'Dennell,  1516 

Enfield  Smnll  Arms  Factory,  1235,  1S90 

Ordnance  Department — Ammunition,  881 

Prince  Henry  of  Battenberg,  1391,  1545 

Report  of  the  Inspector  General  of  Re- 
cruiting, 1318 

Royal  Artillei7— Vaeanclet  for  Snbaltam 
Officers,  893 

Small  Arms — Use  of  German  Steel  for 
Sword  Blades,  682,  890 

Soudan  Campaign — The  Koyal  Irish  Regi- 
ment, 1309 
Army  (Auxiliary  Foroes) — <taealiona 

Artillery  Volunteers,  1532 

Irish  Militia,  1373 

Major  Kerr,  Cavan  Mititb.  1313 

Tolnnteer  Force,  1088 

Army  (SoppleiaeBtMry  Eatimatet,  1880-6)  — 
Warlike  Storoi  and  VorU,  1884 

Coast  Defenon— Defence  of  the  Coast  ofDur- 
ham,  880 

Egypt— Questions 

Armed  Steamers  on  the  Nile,  880 
British  Force  in  Egjpt  and  the  Soudan, 

1588,  1031 
Operations  in  the  Soudan,  1893 
Ireland— Royal  Irish  Ooutabnlarj— dotblof 
Contracts,  1385 

Supply,  Report,  Res.  17,096 
Woolwich  Arsenal — Disehnrge  of  Workmen, 
1011,  1913, 1918 


OAHFEurawir,  Earl  of 

Parliament — Ventilation  of  the  Uonse,  Res. 
1664 

Policy  of  H.M.  Government,  Ministerial  State- 
ment, 048 

Oabbtjtt,  Mr.  E.  H,,  Mmmeuih,  ^c. 

Army — Questions 

Ordnance  Department — Ammunition,  861 
Small  Arms — Using  German  Steel  for 

Swnd  Blades,  883 
Testing  of  Side  Arnw— Defeetlve  Bayonets, 
418 

Oabbv,  Mr.  J.  L.,  ZiUart^  N. 

Ireland— Railways — Aoeldent  at  Alhy  Railway 
Station,  1888 

Oakluue,  Bishop  of 

Marriages  Validity,  SR.  860 

OATEiroiaH,  Lord  E.,  D»rhy»hw«t 
Metropolis  —  Metropolitan   Police   Force  — 
Organisation,  Res.  1448 

Ohaubeblain,  Bight  Hon.  J.,  Birming' 
ham,  W. 

England  and  Greeoe — Collective  Note  ol  the 

European  Powers,  318,  319,  423,  433 
India  (Finance,  ^.}— Income  Tax,  190 
Pnrliament— Queen's  Spaeob,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  458,  013,510 

{Prettdsnt  of  th«  Loeal  Gwernmmi  Board) 

County  Government — Looal  TaxaUon,  804 
Depression  of  Trade  and  Industry — The  In- 
quiry, 715 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  In  An- 
swer to,  619,  621,  023 
Political  Meetings- Speech  of  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain—" Ransom,"  876, 1018 
Poor  Law— DerWatiTe  Settlements,  1830 
Oat-Door  Relief  dnring  the  Existing  Dis- 
tress, 593 

Publio  Health  Aot,  1878— Remoral  of  Dead 

Bodies,  1035 

Ohahob,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Stlkmny,  S. 

Ireland — Illegal  Use  of  Firearms— Case  of 
Joseph  Delaney.Borria,  Co.  Cariow,  18S3 
Magistracy— Kilkenny  Ooaoty,  1883 

Ohakoellob,  The  Lobs  (mm  Haiabuby, 
Lord) 

Chanceixob,  The  Lord  («w  Hbbsghell, 
Lord) 

Obahoellob  of  Ibbuutd,  The  Lord  (<m 
AsHBOUBSB,  Lord) 

Chahoellob  of  the  Duchy  of  Lanoasxsb 
{m  Ohaplot,  Bight  Hon.  H.) 
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Chanobllob  of  the  DncHr  of  Lanoastbb 
HxKBAOE,  £ight  Hon.  £.) 

CnAHOXLLOB  of  the   EzCHBQtntB  («M 
Beach,  Rig^ht  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 

HlOKS-) 


Ohasobllob  of  the  Exchsqueb  (get 
Habooubt,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  W.  '0. 
T.) 

Ohankino,  Mr.  F.  A.,  yhrthampton,  S, 
RailwAjs— Batlwa/  OoDpllngl,  1192 

Ohafuh,  Right  Hon.  H.  (Ohanoellor 
of  the  Duc^y  of  LBnoaster),  JAn- 
aohuhire,  SUaford 
Parliament— Qnmo'B  Spsaeli,  Addreu  In  An- 
swer lo,  381,386,  448,  W4,  461,  466,  468, 
471.  480 

CharitahU  IHsU  {AUotmenti  Sxteiuion 
Act,  1882) 
MoTed  for  "  Return  of  all  charities  known  to 
the  Charity  Commiasioners,  the  ineome  of 
which  is  tbown  to  be  distributable  in  articles 
in  kind  or  in  money,  in  the  '  General  Digest 
of  Endowed  Chnritics '  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Robert  Montagu 
between  the  years  1808  and  1876,  as  snpple- 
mentad  by  the  information  snbseqaontly  ac- 
quired by  the  Charity  Commissioners  ;  and 
distingntahing  those  obnrities  the  income  of 
which  may  be  otherwise  applied  in  pursuance 
of  achemes  established  by  the  Charity  Com- 
missiontrs"  {Th^  Earl  of  Onitow)  Jfor  4, 
1873  ;  Motion  agreed  to 

Charity  Commiiaionert  —  8ch«me  for 
ChfittU  ffoipital 
Question,  Mr.  Howard  Spensley  ;  Answer,  The 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Lyon 
Playfair)  JVi  23,  1035  :  QoeatioDS.  Mr.  W. 
H.  James,  Mr.  Qoward  Spensley  ;  Answers, 
I'fae  Vice  Presideni  of  tlie  Council  (Sir  Lyon 
Flayblr)  Mar  4,  1876 

Ohildebs,  Bight  Hon.  H.  0.  E.  (Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment), Edinburgh,  S. 
Dui'ial  Act,  1880— Burial  at  Chelmsford,  601 
Burials— Burial  Grounds  Bill,  1642 
Church  of  England  —  Convocation  —  "  The 

Uonse  of  Laymen,"  1100 
Coal  Mines,  SR.  1871 

Coal  Mines— Usworth  Colliery  Explosion,  892 
Compensation  for  Dunagea,  1896  ;  9R.  9000, 
3006, 2011 

Edueatloa-^Non-attendanee  at  Sohooli,  708, 
001 

Eui^oyeri'  Liability  Aot  (1880)  Amendment, 

3R.  1086,1094,  1116 
Industrial  DwelUnss  Act,    I88S  —  Disoaed 

prisons.  Metropolis,  878 


Cbildkbs,  Right  Hon.  H.  C.  E.— Mnf. 
I^w  and  Justice — Qnestiooe 
CoQTiet  Labour,  1898 
Executions,  1896 

Murder  of  Police  CoostaUe  Hine  at  Feuy 

Compton,  1380 
New  Magistrate*,  1391 
Public  Exeoutions,  1S82 
Recordership  of  Lirerpool,  716,  894,  896 
Law  and  Police— Employment  of  k  Bloodhood 

ia  Pursuit  of  Poachers,  1399 
Lunaoy  Gommisuonen  (EngUnd  ud  Seetlud) 

—The  Reports,  1310 
Metropolis — Questions 

London  Lirery  Companies,  878 
London  Monieipal  Refcoin,  711,  883 
London  Water  Companies,  1223 
^  Meetings  In  Hyde  Park,  1883  ;— Suday 
MeeUDga  in  the  Parks,  1613 
Order  in  the  Street*— Duties  of  the  Hone 

Office,  707 
Police  Regulations  for  Dogs,  1633,  1633 
Public  Health— Unwholesome  HabitatMei, 
800 

Re-organlsatloaof  tbePoUoe,  1930,  1831, 
1633 

Metropolis— IMstarbanees  io— QaMUona 
Action  of  the  Home  Department,  E^bua- 

-    tion,  694,  602,  604.  606.  606 
Compensation,  1306 

Power  of  the  Chief  Commlssiooor  of  Poliet 

in  Erent  of  Reonrreuce,  903 
Report  of  the  Gommitteo  of  InTMtignUesi, 
Statement,  909,  910  • 
Metroptlitan  Polioe— Sir  Edmund  Uendersoa, 
1377,  1378 

Metropolitan  Polioe  Force,  ISIS ;— Organisa- 
tion, Res.  1116, 1118 
Mines,  Explosions  in— Report  of  the  Rejal 

Commission,  700 
Mr.  Broadburst,  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

the  Home  Department,  1876 
Parliamentary   Elections— Lists   of  Vottn, 

1633  ;— Secrecy  ot  the  Ballot,  1903 
Police  Superannuation  and  Pensions,  1306 
Public  Meetings— Speech  of  Lord  Raodolpk 

CburcliIU  at  Belfast,  1324 
Shop  Hours  Regulation,  2R.  686 
Sites  for  the  New  Pnblie  Offioei— War  OBee 

and  Admiralty,  1999 
Thames,  Pollution  of— Report  of  the  Roy*l 

Commission,  1230 
Town  Holdings,  Motion  for  a  Select  Cona- 

mittee,  1806,  1808 
Wales— Inspector  of  Slate  and  Sett  Qoairies, 

1191 

China 

Cht/oo  CmverUien,  7%«— Th«  Opum  Dmtia, 
4aeBtion,  Sir  Joseph  Pease;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  Sute  for  Foreign  A&ira 
(Mr.  Bryce)  Feb  30, 1385 

Reported  Loan,  Questions,  Mr.  M'Laren  :  An- 
awers,  The  Under  SeoreUry  of  State  fcr 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Boorke)  Jtm  99, 191 

Church  Boards  BUI  {Mr.  Alhrt  Onf,  Mr. 
Stafford  Eoward,  Sir  John  Lubboel,  Mr. 
M'lver,  Mr.  Souldtworth,  Sir  U.  JTsy- 
ShattUworth,  Mr.  Otrald  Ba^fattr) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  !•  •  /on  »  [BUI  M] 
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Ohurchili/,  Kight  Hon.  Lord  B.  H.  8. 

(Secretary  of   State  for  India), 

Paddington,  8. 
Burmah  {Military  Executions) — The  Provost 

Marehal,  189,  31 4,  816,  317 
India  (FiDBDoc,  Ac.)— Ineome  Tax,  100, 101 

Unoovanantad  OiTil  Servics,  817 
Parliament-^Bastneu  of  the  House,  434 
Parliament — Qaeen's  Specoh,  Aiidreis  in  An- 
swer to,  117.  ITS,  19ff,  888,  811, 840 

(A/ttr  ResiffnaUoH) 

Barmah  (Expenses  of  MiUtarjr  Opantions), 

607 

GoTerntnant  of  Jodia,  1915 

Loans  to  Landowners,  U64, 1466,  1467,  1468 

Maintenance  of  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Res. 

1977,  1984.  1090, 1997 
Parliament— Buainest  of  tbe  House,  18S4 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  614,  631.  634,  637,  633 
i'ublio  Meetings — Speech  of  Lord  Randolph 

Churehill  at  Belfast,  1335,  1303 
Supply- Colonial  Local  Revenue.  Ao.  1354 
Woolwieh  Artonal— Diaeharge  of  Workmen, 
1918 

Church  of  JEnffland 
Convoeatioa—"  Tkt  Route  of  Ltymn,"  Qaes- 

tions,  Mr.  Pieton,   Colonel   VFaring,  Mr. 

SoztoD ;  Answers,  The  Seeretarj  of  State 

for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Cbildera), 

Mr.  Spealcor  Feb  25,  1 105 
Coxwold  Reclary  and  Trinity  College,  Cam- 

bridffe,  (Question,  Sir  Itobert  Peel  ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Speaker  Feb  25,  1313 
Sale  ^  AdoowMoai,  Question,  Mr.  Bartley  ; 

Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  tbe  Treamrj 

(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  Feb  19. 718 

Church  of  Scotland  Bill  (^'•-  Finia^,  The 

Marqueti  of  Stafford) 
e.  Considered  in  Committee  ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported ;   Bill  ordered ;  read  l^  * 
Jan  33  [Bill  6] 

Church  Patronage  Bill  {Mr.  Syianda,  Jfr. 

Leatham,  Mr.  Henry  S.  Fmoler,  Mr.  Brinton) 
c.  Ordered ;  read  1°  •  Jan  33  [Bill  4] 

Civil  Service  Wriiere 
Question,  Mr.  Dixan-Hartland  ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  ot  the  Exchequor  (Sir  William 
nareonrt)Ftf»  19, 708 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Dublin  Co.,  N. 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1733 
Irelan  d—  Questions 

Landlord  and  Tenant — Mr,  B.  H'Dougall, 
Agent  to  the  GormanitovQ  Eatiite,  Go. 
Meatb,  1301,1302 
Poor  Law — Relief  of  Distress  in  the  Arran 

Islands,  438 
Representation  of  the  People  Act  (1884)— 
Defeotive  Returns,  1201 
Police  and  Sanitarr  Regniations.  Res.  1366 
Snpplj — Ragistntion  of  Voters,  Iralaadj  1S09 


Olabk,  Dr.  G.  B.,  Caithneu 
Army — Quartermasters.  431 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  3),  Motion  for  Lea  re, 

1330 

East  India— Barmah — Expenses  of  Military 
Operations,  Res.  978 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  646 

Scotland — Farm  Servants — A  Rojal  Commis- 
sion, 713 

Sapplj* — Orange  Rirer  Territory,  Ac.  1633 

Olabee,  Mr.  E.  Q.,  Plymouth 
ParliameDt— Queen's  Speech,  Addroas  In  An- 
swer to,  346,  349 

Oliffobi}  of  Cbttdleigh,  Lord 

Lnnaey  Acts  Amendment,  9R.  IfiOS 

COlU  UineS  Bill  {Sir  Siehari  Crott, 

Mr.  Siuart-WortUy^  Mr.Fonoood) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1"  *  Feb  10  [Bill  03] 

Read  3°,  and  committed  for  Mondaj  next ; 
after  short  debate  Mar  8,  1871 

Coal  Klnes  BegulotioE  Act  (1872)  Amend- 
ment Bill  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Connm) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read       Feb  38         [Bill  108] 
HoTcd,  "Th.it  the  Bill  be  now  read  S"" 

Mar  3, 1849 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  "now,"  add  "  upon  this 
da;  six  months"  (Mr.  Tomlimon);  Ques- 
tion proposed,  "That  'now.'  die.;"  after 
debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 
Main  Qaestlon  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  3" 

Coal  3fiiM—Th0  Uiworth  Colliery 

plosion 

Question,  Mr.  Hurt ;  Answer,  The  Secretar/ 
of  State  for  the  Home  Ltopartment  (Mr. 
ChUders)F«}33,  893 

Coast  Defences  -~  Defeneo  of  the  Coast  of 

Durham 

Question,  Sir  Ilenrj  Harelook-AUan  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretarjr  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Cjtmp- 
bell  -Bannerman)  Feb  83,  880 

Oom,  Mr.  H.  P.,  Warwiol,  8.  JS.,  Bughy 
Education  Department — Elementary  SebooU 

—Free  Education,  1031 
Law  and  Justioe — Murder  of  Police  Constable 

niae  at  Fenny  Oompton,  1360 

OoHBir,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Paddtnyion,  N. 

eommitleeon  Indian  Administration — Guaran- 
teed Capital  of  Railways,  1037 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  890 

Coinage,  The 
Questions,  Mr.  S.  Montagu,  Mr.  Brodrick; 
Answers,  Tbe  Ofaanoeltor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Sir  WUUun  Buoonrt)  Mar  1, 1510 


Digitized  by 


OOL 


OOM 


(INDEX  ) 

Stw. 


oou 


000 


OouiBiiHiB,  Hon.  B.,  SheffieUt  Attereliffs 
Lunaey  AoU  Amendmsot.  3K.  1495 
Soath-Eastern  Europe— OreM*  ud  Tarkoy, 

I0S3 

OoiiLiNos,  Mr.  J.,  Ipswich 

Parliament — Busineas  of  the  Hooao,  iil 
PartUmeot— Queen's  Speech,  Addresi  to  Uer 

Farliunent— (^aoen's  Speeoh,  AddreM  in  An- 
awer  to,  Motion  for  Atyonnnient,  40S ; 
Amendt.  443,  MO,  4S4,  496.  407,  800,  003 

{Secretary  to  the  Loeal  Govmtmmt  Soard) 

Immigration  of  Foreign  Labour,  1014 
Iioana  to  Landowners,  1160 
London  OUj  Companies,  1767 
Overhead  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Wires, 
1893 

Sflppljr  —  RepstrattoQ  of  Voters,  England. 
1861, 1366 

OoLOHiEs — Seoretary  of  State  for  («w 
Staki^,  Eight  Hon.  V.  A.) 

OoLONiBS— Secretary  of  State  for  («* 
GaAifvnxE,  Earl) 

CoLoniBs— Under  Secretarrof  State  for 
(«M  MoBOAN,  Bight  Eon.  Gt.  Ob- 
Dome) 

Cohntn 

Colonial  Eeelttiastieal  Appointmentt,  Qaestion, 
Mr,  lle&rjr  Campbell  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonics  (Mr. 
Osborno  Morgan)  Feb  36,  1373 

Parlianuntary  Reprei€ntation—C<itmial  Vo- 
ters,  (Question,  Sir  Georgo  Campbell;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Seoretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  Fei  36, 
1803 

ColontM — Imperial  and  Colonial  Dtfencat 
Address  for  "  Returns  of  the  number  of  naval 
and  nilitary  ofikwra  now  employed  In  the 
•errioe  of  the  Colonies  by  the  permiuion  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  and  of  the  War 
Office ;  of  officers  who  have,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  npplied  for  permission  so  to  serve  ; 
of  assistance  given  to  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ments in  ships,  guns,  or  other  military 
store*"  {The  Vi$eouat  Sidmmtk)  Fci  36, 
1845;  after  short  debate,  Retam  amended, 
and  agreed  to 

OouuBBELL,  Admiral  Sir  J.  Souik- 
ampton 

Employera'  LlabHitf  Aet  (1880)  Amendment, 
3R.  1110 

War  Office  ~The  Powder  Msgaiine  at  Ber> 
mnda,  486 

OOUUITTEB  OF  COUNCIL  ON  EDUCATION — 

Vioe  President  (w«  Flatfaib,  Eight 
Hon.  Sir  I^onj 


Commo  Jnries  Beimmeratlon  BOl  (^r. 

CnMnitfen,  ifr.Loekwoad,  Mr.  Bugmu  Wttm, 
Sir  John  Swinbunu,  Mr.  JoJuu) 
c.  Ordered ;  read  1»*       10  [Bm  80] 

Commons  and  Inclosnre  Acta  Amend- 
ment Bill  {.Mr.  WatUr  James,  Mr.  SUrp. 
MaeiO^ite,  Mr.  Joiee^,  Mr,  CaW) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  t*  •      19  (BOl  M] 

Compeiuation  for  Damages  Bill 

(ifr.  SeenUtry  Chiiiere,  Mr.  Bromdkmrai) 

e.  Onlered  ;  read  1**  Feb  36  CBiU  ISO] 

Question,  Sir  Robert  Peel ;  Answo-,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Homo  DepartMOt 
(Mr.  Clulders)  Mar  4,  I89S 
Moved,  ."That  the  Bill  be  now  read  S*' 
Mar  4,  2000 ;  after  short  debate,  QoastieQ 
pnt :  A.  106,  N.  78 :  U.  87  (D.  L.  IT]  ;  BOl 
read  2" 

ContagiooB  Diseases  Acta  Eepeal  Bill 

(Mr.  Jamee  Stuart,  Mr.  StamftU,  Sir  Settrt 

linoter) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  1"  •  /an  SS  [BUI  SS] 

Contagious  Dieeases  {AnimaU)  Aet — Fooi- 
and' Mouth  Diseato  in  Fife 
Question,  Viscount  Grimston :  Answer,  Tbt 
Chaticellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Laneaater  (Mr. 
Ilcneage)  Mar  8,  1708 

CouTejajieiiv  (ScofUud)  Ao^  1874, 
Amendment  Bill 

{Dr.  OmeroH,  Mr.  Oreiy-Sellar,  Mr.  DutmU 
Orawfarif  Mr,  ZyiM^ 
e.  Ordered:  readl**  JCirS  [BUI  1ST] 

Cqnybsabe,  Ur.  0.  A.  V.,  Cornw^ 

Camborne 

Bur  mah— Military  Ezeentiona— The  Prevast 

Ma  rthal,  316 
Criminal  Law— Assaults  npon  Children,  481 
Harbours  of  Refuge,  I0S7 
India  (Telegraph  Department) — Promolion^ 

Grievances  of  Officers,  8S6 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  Aa- 

flwcr  to,  329 
Parliamentary    Franohise    (ExteBsioa  te 

Women),  3R,  606 
Registration  of  Voters,  907 
Supply— Courts  of  Law  and  Jnstioe  in  Scot- 
land, Ac.  784 
Post  Office,  1374,  1276 
Registration  of  Voters,  England,  1361 
Tenure  of  Town  Hoosea  (Ireland),  3EU  1148 

Cook,  Mr.  E.  B.,  Wett  Bam^  N. 

Metropolitan  Board  of  Worka  (Water  Sapply, 

Ao.),SR.  1166 
Post  OOee— Extra  Poatoge,  1S87 
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OooKB,  Mr.  0.  W.  E.,  Ifneington,  W. 
IreUnd — SoppreHion  of  the  Nation&l  Leagafl. 
905 

Matropolis,  Diitar^n««8  in  the— AotioD  of 
Um  llonM  Depftrtmeot,  Explanation,  004 

Palaoa  of  Wertminite^The  National  Ensign, 
879 

Parliamenlar;  Franchlie  (Bztenaloa  to 
Women),  SR.  898 

OooPB,  Mr.  0.  Em  Mtddl$t«x,  Mrmi/ord 
Matrapolitan  Boanl  of  Worka  (Water  Supply, 
Ao.),3R.  Amendt.  116ff  - 

Copyhold  ft&d  Cnstomuy  Tenure  Bill 

(Mr,  Bmiittr  JHttektr,  Mr.  C.  M.  W»rminffton, 

Mr.  R.  Z.  W.  Zawtm) 
0.  Ordered ;  read  t"  •  fV»  19  [Bill  94] 

Co^hold  Enfranchisement  Bill 

{Mr.  Charlet  Jamei,  Mr.  Or^ory,  Mr.  Stafford 

Botoard,  Mr.  Ferguson,  Mr.  Mellor) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  1»  *  Jan  32  [Bill  36] 

Read  9°,  after  short  debate  ^<!d  2<,  1159 

Copyhold  Mnfranohummt  [^Stamp  Dutg"] 
Res.  conttdored  In  Committee,  and  agreed  to 

Feb  26,  U88 
Res.  repwted  Jfer  1 

CopTTiglit  (Works  of  Fine  Art)  Bill 

{Mr.  Sattuigi,  Mr.  Gregory,  Mr.  Agnew) 
c.  Ordered :  read  1**  Mm-  8  [BiU  1S5] 

OoEBET,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Wteklow,  S. 

Army  (Anziliary  Forces)— Irish  Militia,  1879 
Iretaod— Questions 

Distress  in  Wloklow,  1035 

Law  aod  Jastioe— Caae  ^Miobael  Storey, 
88i 

Lanaey  OMnminionera— The  Report,  706 
Piera  and   Harbours— Arklow  Harboor 
Works,  884 

Lunacy  Gommisaionera  (England  and  Scotland) 

—The  Reports,  1310 
Morocco  -8Ut«  of  the  Prisons,  1035 
Puriiament— Interference  of  Peers  In  Election 

oF  Memben  of  this  Honse,  888 

Cormpt  Practices  (Hnnieipal  Elections) 

(Scotland)  BiU  (^r.  Edmund 

BoierUon,  Mr.  W.  A.  Stmter) 
c.  Ordered  ;  wad  1«  •  F*6  39  [Bill  106] 

OoB&T,  Sir  J.  P.,  AiiM^\  Mid 
Belhst  HiUn  Dndnage,  Rea.  1880 

OoBSHUC,  Mr.  H.,  Brittol,  E. 

Appointments  under  the  Crown,  Motion  for  a 

Select  Oommittee,  1074.  1079 
Loans  to  Landowners,  1473 
Maintenance  of  Soolal  Order  (Ireland),  Res. 
1808 

Parliament -^^een'i  Speech,  Addma  in  An- 
awar  to,S87 


GoeMAH,  Mr.  H. — eont. 

Sumly — Dover  Harbour,  745 

Regiatration  of  Votera,  England,  1984 

County  Govtmmeni 
Loeci  Taxation — hegitlation.  Questions,  Vis- 
ooant  Curxon,  Mr.Saunders  ;  Answers, The 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Bonrd 
(Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  Feb  23,  894 
Repretenlative  Couneili,  QuestioD,  Mr.  Saun*' 
ders;  Answer,  The  Chnnoellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Sir  M.  Hicks-Bcaoh)  Jan  26,  424 

County  OoTemment  (Ireland)  Bill 

[Mr.  John  O'Connor,  Mr.  Timothy  Sealy,  Mr. 

BtxUm,  Mr.  SiUon,  Mr.  Beynoldt,  Mr.  Smell) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  •  /m  28  [BUI  9] 

GouBTiTBT,  Mr.  L.  H.  (Ohairman  of 
Committees),  Cornwall,  Bodmin 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Rea.  PnTioua  Qneatlon 

moved,  1693,  1719 
CompensBlion  tor  Damages,  2 It.  3011,  801S 
Umbelh  Water,  2R.  1510,  1511 
Navy  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1888-8)— 

Navy  Services,  1801,  1304 
Parliament— SUnding  Ordert,  1188,  1189 
Parliamentary  Franehise(  Extension  to  Women  ), 

2R.  689 

Police  and  Sanitary  Regulatlona,  Rea.  1800, 

1366 

Shop  Hours  Regulation,  2R.  687 

Supply — Colonial  Local  Revenue,  Ac,  i246 

Conatabnlary  Foree  in  Ireland,  814 

County  Court  UfBeeni,  Ae.  Ireland,  704, 804 

Dover  Harboiir,  743 

Foreign  Office,  763 

Orange  River  Territory,  &o.  1631 

Foat  Offloe,  \283,  1284 

licj^stratien  of  Voters  in  England,  1366 

Snporannnation  and  Retired  Allowanoea, 
1359 

OowJBK,  Mr.  J.,  N»iooaitU-on-7)/n6 
Parliament— Buaioesa  of  the  Rouse,  103,  198  ; 
— Chairman  of  Committees,  716 
Order  of  Business,  430 
Parliamentary  Procedure,  Motion  for  a  Seleet 

Committee,  989 
Sonth-Eaatem  Europe— Greece  and  Turkey, 
Mff,087 

OowpEB,  Earl 
Lord  Lieatenanoy  of  Ireland,  Rea.  987,  394 

CJox,  Mr.  J.  R.,  Clare,  E, 
Ireland — Tramways  and  Public  Companies  Aet 

—West  Olare  Railway  Company,  1833 
Mauritius— Appointment  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 

as  Lieutenant  Governor,  891 

Crahbobhe,  Yisconnt,  Latiea$hir«,  N.E., 
Dartcttn 

Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 
3R.,  Motion  for  Atfjonmnunt,  1095 
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Obanbbook,  Yisoount  (Lend  President 
of  the  Council) 
Fftriiaroent  —  Adjournmeiit —  RMignation  of 

tbe  MinUlry,  fiSl 
PftrlianwDt — Qoeeo'i  Speech,  Addrew  In  An- 
Bw«r  to,  80,  81 

{After  Rmgnation) 

Ireland,  Condition  ofC  Boycotting,"  Ao.),  868 
Kingdom  of  Ath,  Res.  863 
Local  Government  Bill,  910 
MctropoUi,  DisturbnuceB  in,  560 

Sanday  Meetings  in  the  Sqnam  and  Parks, 
1178 

■  Oeavfohd,  Mr.  D.,  Lanark,  N.E. 

Parliament— <^een'a  Speeob,  Address  in  Aa- 
iwer  tOt  060 

Obsiceb,  l£r.  W.  E.,  ShtretKteh,  Bag- 

London  Government,  8S3 

Metropolitan  Police  Force— Organization,  Res. 

1308,  1490,  1432 
Parliamentary  Francbise(Exteasioato  Women], 

SR.  703 

Supply— Colonial  LomI  RoTeniM,  Ao,  1244. 
1246 

Gbjlly,  Mr.  D.,  Mayo,  If. 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Rea.  172S 
Ireland— Fishery  Piers  and  Oarbonrs — Works 
at   Killerdaff  and  Polnamoek,  Co.  l/lnyo, 

mi 

Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Wnles) — Ap- 
pointment  to  the  Reoordership  of  Liverpool, 
1628 

Tenure  of  Town  Ilouses  (Ireland),  2R.  1117, 
1150 

Crofters  (Scotland)  Bill 

(  TA«  Marqusta  of  Stajbrd,  Br.  Farguherion) 
e.  Ontored  ;  rwul  I«*  Jan  33  [Bill  17] 

Croften  fSootlandJ  (No.  2)  BiU 
{Mr.  TVvmjyM,  TAt  Lord  AdvoMtt,  Mr. 
Solicitor  Qmuralfor  SootUmS^ 
e.  Obsorvation,  The  Seeretnry  Tor  Scotland  (Mr. 
Tretolyan)  Feb  23.  910 
Motion  for  Leave  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  Feb  25, 
1304  ;  after  dchate,  Motion  agreed  to;  Bill 
"  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  tenure  o( 
Land  by  Crofters  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  Scotland,  and  for  oUier  purposes 
relating  thereto  "  ordored ;  read  1«  * 

[Bill  118] 

Groupton>  Mr.  0.,  Stafford$Ure,  Letk 
Tenura  of  Town  [looses  (Ireland),  SR.  1148 
UneUimed  Deposits,  2R.  1848 

Cboss,  Right  Hon.  Sir  E.  A.  (Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment), Lancaihire,  S.  W.,  Newton 
Criminal  Law — Assaults  upon  Children,  435 

eont. 


Oaosa,  Rl^t  Hon.  Sir  R,  k.—ca»t. 

{After  Rte^nation) 
Coal  Mines,  SR.  1871 

Coal  Minos  Regulation  Act  (1873)  Amead- 

ment,  2R.  1861 
Employers'  Liability  Aet  (1880)  Amendomt, 

2R.  1083,1101.1103 
Metropolis,  Disturbances  In  (he— AeUoa  of 
tho  Home  Department,  Explanation,  €•! 
Police  Regulations  for  Dogs,  1633 
Metropolis — Metropolitan  Police  Fores— Or« 

ganisBtion,  Res.  1445,  1448 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Water  Supply, 

Ac.},  2R.  1166 
Parliament — Buunesa  of  the  lloase— Order  tf 

Public  Business,  Res.  910 
Shop  Hours  Regulation,  SR.  687 
Town  noldings,  Motion  for  a  Select  Coa< 

mittao,  1806 

OuRHiE,  Sir  D.,  Perthtlure,  W. 

Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  for  Lnn^ 
1336 

France  and  Madagascar — Treaty  of  Peace,  BH 
Navy  (Supplcmenury   Estimate*,  1835-6)— 

Nnvy  Services,  1303 
Scotland— Established  Ohnrch— DiiostaUiih- 
nent,  809 

ParliamenUry  Eleetiotw  —  Elaetion  Ei- 
penses,  1898 
Sporting  Landa  Rating  (Seotlaod).  SR.  liSS 

CuttZON,  Viscount,  Buckt,  Wjfcomhe 
County  Goveromeut— Looal  Taxation,  S94 
Parliament — (Quean's  Speeeb,  Addresa  ia  A«- 
iwer  to,  87 

Cyprut  {Finance,  Sec) 
Question,  Colonel  Bridgemao ;  Aniwer,  Tha 
Under  Secretary  of  SUte  for  tba  Ct^ooics 
(Mr.  Osborne  MfHrgao)  Mar  1. 1539 

Daway,  Colonel  Hon.  L.  P.,  7br2,J^.£., 

Think 

Parliament— Qaeen'a  Spaaob,  Addraaa  !■  An- 
swer to,  239 

Datbok,  Mr.  R.,  Lecda,  B. 

Immigration  of  Foreign  Labour,  1913 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment,  SR. 
1839 

Law  and  Justice— Con vioi  Laboar,  1888 
Parliament— Quean'a  Speaeh,  Addraaa  bi  Aa- 
awer  to,  488 

Dbast,  Mr.  J,,  Mayo,  W. 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  1747 
Compensation  for  Damages,  3R.  2011 
Inland— Diatross — Westaro  lalonda,  lOSS 

Evictions— Co.  Mayo,  1036 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  Ameodmeot,  SR. 
1839,  1840 

Nnvj  (Supplementary  Estimates,  I885-6)— 

Nnvy  Services.  1303 
Supply— Post  Office,  1373,  1279,  1330 
I'ublio  Cdioation,  Ireland,  1343 
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Da-OoBAnr,  Hr.  £.  B.  W.,  Mtlfut,  H. 

Maintoniinoe  of  Soolil  Order  (IreUnd),  Res. 
1869 

Befenm  of  th»  Empire 
Ceatt  Defeneet — Defence  of  the  Coait  of  Dur- 
ham, QQMtion,  Sir  Henry  HaTetook-AlIko  ; 
Anewer,  The  SeereUtr  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  Campbell- Bannerman)  Feb  99, 8S0 

J)tprmion  of  T^ade  end  Iniuitry 

The  Commutton  of  Inqmry,  ^eatlon,  Hr. 
Aahmead-Bartlett ;  Answer,  Tho  Prnldent 
of  the  Board  of  Trado  (Hr.  Mnndella)  Feb 
19,  714;  QneitioD,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  ;  An- 
■wer,  T)ie  Presideat  of  the  Local  GDvern< 
ment  Board  (Mr.  J.  Ohamberlaio)  Feb  19, 
715 

Db  Eos,  Lord 

Ireland  (Electoral  Slatlatioi),  UoUod  for  a 
Return,  309 

De  Wobus,  Baron  H.,  liwrpool,  Satt 
ToxUth 

Speeeheaat  Political  Meetioga — Speech  of  Hr. 
Obamberlaio — "  Raasooi,"  870 
Speech  of  Hr.  John  Horlev  at  Chelmaford, 
901 

DiLKB,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  0.  "W.,  Chehea 
Modagosoar — Treaty  with  France,  819 
Saez  Canal,  301 


Dnxos,  Mr.  J.,  Mayo,  E. 
E87P^1^ti«  Sheilth  ofGemai,  1008 
Gibraltar— Zebebr  Pasha— The  Ordinance,  434 
Imperial  ReTenne  (Ireland  and  Great  Britain], 
Ues.  1053 

Ireland  (Evictiona)— The  Ret  arm,  498,  434, 

1011 

Post  Office — The  Poatmaetar  of  Done- 
managh,  Co.  Tyrone,  1897 

Laboaren  (InUnd)  Acta  Amendment,  9R. 

1880,  1883.  1884 
Malntenanee  of  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Res. 

1073 

Parliament— Bnaineas  of  the  Houm,  483,  488 
Parliament— Qaeen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,        610.  611 
Police  and  Sanitary  RegnUtions,  Res.  1804 
-   Slare  Trade  In  tb«  Red  Sea,  1706 

Supply— CoBstabalarj  Foree  in  Ireland,  80ff, 
813,814 

Oounty  Court  Officers.  Ac.  Ireland,  704. 
708 

Embassies  and  Misriong  Abroad,  1004 
Registration  of  Voters,  Ireland,  1268 
TenanU  of  Glebe  Lands  (Ireland),  1481 

DiLLTTW,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Swaiuea,  Town 
Snpply— Orange  River  Territory.  1681 

DiMSDALE,  Baron  E.,  SerU,  JBUehin 
London  City  Companies,  1767 


Dizon-Habtland,  Mr.  F.  D.,  MiddlmXf 
Uxhridge 
Ciril  Serrice  Writers,  706 
Tbeatrei,  *e.  Metropolis,  3R.  887,  838 

DoROHMTKB,  Lord 
Metropolii,  Disturbances  in,  069 

DoTjGiAfl,  Mr.  A.  AxxBa-,  Kent,  8i. 
AvgutUng't 

Lambeth  Water,  9K.  1508 

Draini^^  and  ImproToment  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  FroriBional  Order  Bill 

(Jfr.  LeveeoH  Oowtr,  Mr.  John  Morley) 
0.  Ordered  ;  read       Feb  36  [Bill  119] 


Drill  Grounds  Bill  [h.l.] 

Lord  Bandkurtt) 
I.  Presented  ;  read  1**  Mar  1 


(No.  34} 


Drowned  Fersons  (Discovery  and  Inter- 
ment) Bill  [Colonel  Buffhei,  Mr.  Board 
Mr.  Baggallay,  Mr.  Korrit,  Colonel  DuHean") 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  *  Mar  8  [Bill  133] 

DiroEHAu,  Mr.  T.,  Eerefordehire,  Leo- 
mimier 

Importation  of  Irish  Cattle— The  Monthly 
Return  B,  1701 

Parliament— keen's  Speech,  Addriss  in  An- 
swer to,  874 

Duff,  Mr.  E.  "W.  (Civil  Lord  of  the 

Admiralty),  Banffekire 
'  Admiralty — Nafal  Pensions,  1908 
Greenwldi  Hospital  Pennons,  1890 
Navy— Oinlhowliae  Dooh  (Cork  Harbour), 
1904 

DtmoAiT,  Oolonel  F.,  Finehwy,  Molborn 
Supply — Embassies  and  Mis^ons  Abroad,  1568 

Dtxb,  Bight  JECon.  Sir  W.  H.  (Ohief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieatenant 
of  Ireland),  Sitnt,  Lartfori 
Ireland — Qaestions 

"Boyeotting" — Alleged  Outrage,  103,  319, 
313 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries — Trawling  in 

Galway  Bay,  307 
Seed  Supply  Act— Fourth  Instalment  of 

Rate— Postponement  of  Payment,  818 

(J/ler  Be$^naiion) 

PuHamentary  Procedure,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  889, 988 
Supply,  Report,  Res.  17,  996 

Hattern  Telegraph  Company 

Question,  Mr.  llntton;  Ansver,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (THr. 
Osborno  Morgan)  Fei  90,  1383 
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JSast  Lmdm  WaUr  BiB  {hy  Order) 
e,  RM4  2*,  and  referred  to  a  Sel«o(  OommittM, 
•(tor  ibort  <le1wto  3tar  9,  IMff 

EBBnroTON,  Yiaooant,  Dmon,  Tniiftek 
Lud  Uwi.  1391 

XeclMlMtical  AMMtmenti  (Scotland)  BUI 

{Mr.  ISnlay,  Mr.  M'Li^^) 
c.  Ordered  ;  ivad       /an  3S  [Bilt  7S] 

Seclmiutieai  Communontn — Meiraerii- 
iMM^f/  Tithe 
QneitloD,  Mr.  T.  B.  Bolton ;   Answer,  Sir 
John  R.  Mowbray  Fei  18,  ffS7 

jEdtuational  Endowmmt* 
Select  Commitlee  nominated  Fei  90  ;  LUt  of 
the  Committee,  ISli 

£dueation  Department 

Corporal  Punithment  in  Sehooli  —  HUleiden 
National  School,  Queilion,  Captain  Vemej^ ; 
Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Gounoil 
(Sir  Lyon  PlajJair)  Feb  19,  704 

EdueatioH  Aett  Commiseim,  QueatiOD,  Ur. 
Milvatn ;  Answer,  The  Seoretarj  for  Seot- 
Und  (Mr.  Treveljan)  Mar  4. 1881 

Elementary  SehooU~Free  EdueoHon,  Qaas- 
tion,  Mr.  Cobb ;  Anawer,  The  Vice  Preai- 
dent  of  the  Goaooil  (Sir  Ljron  Plajfair) 
FebiS.  1031 

Non- Attendaixee  at  Schools,  QoeatloD,  Mr. 
Jennings  ;  Answer,  Tlie  SMretar;  of  State 
for  the  Uome  Department  (Mr.  Cbildera) 
Feb  10, 708 

School  Board  Summontei,  Question,  Mr. 
Jennings;  Answer,  The  Secretarj  of  Stnte 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers) 
Feb  32,  900 

Teehnieal  Bdaeaiion,  Question,  Ur.  Jaooby ; 
Answer,  The  Vioo  President  of  the  Coonoil 
(Sir  Lfon  PIsyhir)  Mar  S.  17IF5 

Education  (Bcotland)  (School  Fees)  Bill 

{Mr.  Sutherland,  Sir  Strhert  Maxwell,  Mr. 
Finlayeen,  Dr.  Farquhareon,  Mr.  Buehanan, 
Mr.  Jfoel) 

0.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •       10  [BUI  98] 

EossTov,  Lord 
Limaejr  Aet*  Amendment,  9R.  ISOO 

Eaiconr,  Earl  oi 

Ireland— NattonalLoBfiie—LoealOoiirtiillSS 

EoYPT  {Quettiofu) 

Irrigation  Worke  and  ForUd  Laibowr,  Qaes- 
tion,  Sir  Bemhard  Samnelsoa :  Answer, 
The  Under  Seeretar?  of  State  for  Forrign 
Aflairs(Mr.  Bryoe)  Mar  1,  lfi36 
iVrto/SuaAm,  Question,  Mr.  0' Kelly  ;  An- 
awer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Afbira  (Mr.  Bryoe)  Ueur  4, 1891 

[«0nf. 


Eorrr— am*. 

^  Qemai,  Qoeation.  Mr.  DHIm  ;  A*, 
awer,  Tbe  Under  Seeretarr  of  State  fat 
Foreign  AflUrs  (Hr.  Brroe)  Metr  4, 1908 
SUwe  TraiB-'The  Cewentim  of  lS77~Bf^ 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Gonrle/ :  Answer,  Tm 
Under  Seoretary  of  State  for  Fonigit  Aftin 
(Hr.  Bryee}       99, 883 

The  Military  Expedition 

Armed  Sleamere  on  the  2iUe,  Qoeation,  Ur. 
Gonrier  ;  Anawer,  Tbe  Seeretarj  of  State  ler 
War  (Mr.CampbeU-Baanerman]  Feb  99,  880 

Hritieh  Force  in  Egypt  and  tlie  Soudan,  Qoea- 
tiona.  Sir  George  Campbell,  Mr.  O'Kelly, 
Mr.  Dillon ;  Answers,  The  Seeretarr  of 
State  for  War  (Mr.  CampbeU-Bannennaa) 
Mar  I.  1033 

Medale  and  Orataitiee--ff.M.S.  **  Jmmmm!' 
Question,  Hr.  Vanderbjrl;  Answ«r.  Tka 
SeoreUrj  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  HIbbeH} 
ifor  1, 1340 

Soudan  Campaign—  The  RojftU  Irieh  Itefi- 
ment,  Questions,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell ;  Aa- 
Bwers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
Campiiell-Bannerman)  Fdt  90,  1300 

Operatumi  in  the  Sewtan,  Qaestion,  Hr. 
0' Kelly;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  Stale 
for  War  (Mr.  Oam^ll-Bannerman)  iW96, 
1891 

War  in  the  Soudan— Ewjlitk  and  Awierieam 
Pumpi,  Question,  Mr.'  Oiekman  ;  Answer, 
Tbe  Surreyor  General  of  the  Ordnaaee  (Ur. 
Woodall)  Jfor  1.  1544 

The  Oarrieon  at  Kaeeala,  Qnestioos,  Mr. 
O'Kelly;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Forefgn  AflUra  (Mr.  Bryee) 
Feb  19,  705 

Eloctrie  T-ighting  Aet  (1888)  Aamd- 

ment  Bill  Te-l.],  {The  Zeri  Sevb^h) 
L  Presented;  rwdl«*Jfor9  (No.  9ft) 

Electric  Lighting  Aet,  1882— iVoputM 
or  Private  Mile 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Nortiwote  ;  Anawer,  Tiie  Pren- 
dant  of  tbe  Board  of  Trade  (Hr.  Handrila) 
Jfor  S,  17«8 

Eluutboboitoh,  Lord 
AUotmenta.  Motion  for  a  Retnni,  US 

Elliot,  Hon.  A,.  E.  D.,  £oxhiirgh 

Parliament— Queen's  Speeoh,  Addreaa  in  An- 
awer to,  356 

Ellis,  Ifr.  J.,  Leieetterekire,  Botwtrth 
Parliament— Qaeen'a  Speeoh,  Addreaa  in  An> 
SWOT  to,  864 


Empbrers'  IdaUU^  Act  (1880) 
ment  Bill 

{Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Dr.  ComminM,  Mr. 
Sexton,  Mr.  Jate  CoUiMft) 
e.  Ordetwl ;  read  1"  •  Jan  23  [Bill  601 

Uoved,  "  That  tbe  Bill  be  now  read  f" 
FOt  93,  1079  ;  alter  debnt*,  Hored,  »  That 
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Bmplciferi'LiahiKtjf  AetAmendmmt  (ISSO)  Bill 

— OODt. 

tbe  Debnte  be  now  adjourned "  (Viscount 

Cran&ortu)  i   arter  further  short  Uebato, 

Qneition  put,  and  negalifed 
Original  Qncatloo  ngain  propoMd  ;  after  abort 

debate,  orig^lnal  Question  put  and  agreed 

to  :  Bill  read  2<> 
Mored,  "  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  n  Sclvot 

Commit teo,  and  that  it  bo  nn  Instruction  to 

the  Committee  that  the/  have  power  to  io- 

Iaire  into  the  operation  of*  The  Employers' 
iability  Aot,  1880."'  1114;  after  short  de- 
bate. Motion  agreed  to 

Emplorera'  Liabilitr  Act  (1880)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2)  Bill 

(Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Sroadhurit,  Mr.  Joietp,  Mr. 
Saldane,  Mr.  Lochcood) 
e.  Orderwl ;  read  1*  •  Jan  22  [Bill  70J 

Smploytrt*  Lxahility  Act — Kindrai  Legh- 
laiion  in  Foreign  Countries 
Qa»tion,  Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrenco  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Seoretarj   of  State   for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Mr.  Brjree]  Feb  20, 1300 

Endowed  Schools  Acts 

HoTed,  "That  a  Select  Committeo  be  ap- 
pointed *to  inquire  into  the  operation  of 
'  The  Endowed  Schools  Act,  1809/  and  the 
amending  Acts,  and  to  eonsider  and  report 
how  far  it  mar  be  ezpedloot  to  amend  the 
powers  exercised  under  tbem  b/  the  Charity 
Commiuioncrs "  {Sir  Lyon  Ptayfair) 
Feb  22,  1006  ;  Motion  agreed  to 

EifFiBLD,  Tiscount 

Metropolis,  Disturbance!  in  the,  &7S 
Metropolitan  Police  Force  —  DepMrtmental 
Committee  of  1870,  1013 

EsHEB,  Lord  (Master  of  the  Bolls) 
LuDno7  Acts  Amendment,  2R.  1500 

EsMONDB,  Sir  T.  G.,  Dt^iin  Co.,  8. 
Imperial  Revenue  (Inland  and  Great  Britain), 
Res.  1049 

EesLEMOXT,  Mr.  P.,  Aberdeenshire,  £. 
Imperial  ReTonn«  (Ireland  and  tireat  Britain), 
ttes.  1073 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer 111,  SCO 
Supply  —  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scot- 
land, Ao.  780 
Secretarj  for  Scotland,  773 

JSur^e  (JEasiern)  and  Egypt— Sir  S. 
Drummond  WoljPs  Mission 
Questions,  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid,  Sir  Michael 
Uicki-Beach  ;  Aotwers,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.Gladstone)  F«b  32, 
908;  Qnestiona,  Mr.  Bradlaurii,  Mr.  R;- 
landt ;  Answers,  The  Under  Socretarr  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affsin  (Mr,  Brree)  Feb  85, 
1203 

VOL.  coon.     [tuibd  SKBoa.] 


Europe,  South-Eastem 

Policy  cf  Ber  Majesty's  Oovemment,  Ques  - 
tiott,  Tbe  Marquess  of  Salisbury;  Answer, 
The  Seeretarjr  of  State  for  Foreign  A&irs 
(Tbe  Earl  of  Rosebery)  Feb  IS,  577 

Qret^  and  Turkey,  Questions,  Mr.  Joseph 
Gowen :  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  Feb  18, 
585 ;  Question,  Mr.  Bernard  Coleridge ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  Statu  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Oryce)  Feb  23,  1093 

EvELTH,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Deptford 
Immigratioo  of  Ftoeign  Labour,  1B18 

EvEEETT,  Mr.  B.  L.,  Suffolk,  Wooihridgo 
Excise — Cottage  Brewing  Licences,  1104 
rarllamenury  Elections  —  Secrecy  of  the 

Ballot,  1903 
Parliamentary  Franebise(Eztensionto  Women), 
3R.  692 

Supply— Public  Education,  Ireland,  1338 

EwAHT,  Mr.  "W.,  Bel/Mt,  N. 
Army  (Discipline)  —  Disorders  la  Belfast  Bar- 
racks, 305 

EzpIoaiTe  Sobstances  Act  (1883)  Amend- 
ment Bill 

{Sir  Berbert  MaxwettfLord  Algernon  Ptreg,  Mr, 

Long,  Sir  Xobert  Rwler) 
e.  Ordered ;  read  1"  •  /on  33  [Bill  48] 

Fairs  and  Karkets  (ToUs)  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Sayden,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr. 
P.  J.  O'Brien,  ifi-.  Cketnee,  J6-.  Jttstin 
McCarthy) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read      Jan  33  [Bill  861 

Fabquhabsok,  lydBi.,  Ahtrdeenshire,  W. 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  f<rt  LcaTO, 
1336 

Felloves,  Captain  W.  H.,  JBimtingdmn- 
shire,  Ramsey 
Army  —  Teiting  of  Side  Arms  —  Deftetive 

Bayonets,  418 
Metropolis  —  Snndajr  Meetings  in  the  Park^ 
1648 

Fenwiok,    Mr.    0.,  Northumherlandf 
Wansbeek 

Coal  Mines  Regolation  Act  (1872)  Amrad- 

ment,  3U.  1885 
Tennre  ofTown  Houses  (Ireland),  3R.  1148 

FEEOUsaoN,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  J.,  Man' 
Chester,  N.E. 
Army — Richmond  Barracks,  Dahlia,  811 
Education  Acta  Commission,  1883 
Indian  Civil  Administration  —  GoTemment  of 

India  Act,  1888.  700 
Metropolis,  Sistorbaneesintbe— Report  of  the 
Committee  of  InTestigatton  —  StnUmentf 
910 


8U 


lemU 

Digitized  by  VjOOglC 


ifEB 


FOB 


(INDBX  ) 

30». 


FOB 


FOW 


Fiuonoir,  Riglit  Hoa.  f<it  J.—eont. 

Metropolis— MetropolitAD  Police  Forw  —  Or- 

ganiEation,  Ros.  1443, 1444  I 
ParliRiiwat  —  ^aeeo'i  Speeob,  Addren  in  An- 
•ww  tOt  888 

FiBLD,  Captain  E.,  Sutiex,  Sa$tbourM 
Parliamenterj  Prooedure,  MoUon  for  a  Select 

Committee,  987 
Suppljr— DoTer  Harlwur,  744 
Trade  and  Oommenwlmporta  of  Batter  and 
Butterine,  1031 

FnrcH-H^TTON,  Hon.  M,  E.  G.,  Zttmht- 
thin,  Spalding 
Parliament— Businesi  of  the  House,  439 
Parliament— Queen's  Speeob,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  330, 17S 

FiNLATSON,  Mr.  J.,  Renfrmj  E. 
Glasgow  Bridges,  4e.  3R.  1359 

Flih6T7  Acta  (Sootluid)  BiU 

(JK*.  /Mitt,  JTr.  DmMi,  Ur.  B^iK) 
0.  Ordnwl;  read       /am  3S  [BUI  78] 

Fishery  Piers  and  EarbonrB  (Ireland) 

Bill  {Ur.  Oartw,  CohneHfotan^  Mr. 

WUliam  Corbtt,  Mr.  0' Kelly,  Mr.  Barry) 
4.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  *  Jan  33  {Bill  39] 

FitzGkeald,  Lord 

Lord  Lieutenanor  of  Ireland,  Res.  391 
Metropolis,  Disturbances  in  tlie,  563 

FiTZOEBALD,  Mr.  E.  U.  P.,  Cambridge 
Snf^r— Pablio  Kdncation  in  Ireland,  1336 

Flthw,  Mr.  J.  C,  Cork,  N. 

Supply--  Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  811, 
8U 

Foley,  Mr.  V.  J.,  Oahtajf,  Cl9«fl«wr« 

Ireland— Piers  and  Harbours— Ilarboar  Works 
at  Costello  and  KilkerriD,  Co.  Gnlway, 
1538 
Seed  Rate,  1316 

FocEESTOHB,  Right  Hon.  Tlaoonnt,  U^- 
dkux,  £nfi$ld 
Parliament— Pnblio  Business- Army,  Nary, 

and  Civil  Service  Estimates.  1766,  1767 
Woolwioh  Arsenal— Disobarge  of  Workmen, 
1911 

FoBEiQN  Atfairs — Secretary  of  State 
(m*  Saxisbuet,  lilarquess  of) 

FoBEiQJv  AFfAina— Secretary  of  State 
(«M  BosEBSBT,  Earl  of) 

FoBEiON  AFFAJB9 — Under  Secretary  of 
State  {ate  Bottbke,  Bight  Hon.  B.] 


FoBSiair  Affaies— Under  Seeretaiy  of 
State  (w  Bbyob,  Mr.  J.) 

Foreign   Ctutoms  Rtgulaiima  —  ReporU 
from  EeprsgentativM  Abroad 
QaestioD,  Mr.  Ilanbury ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiirs  (Mr. 
Bryce)  Feb  36, 1SS8 

Foreign  labour.  Immigration  of 
QoMtioat,  Mr.  Erelyn,  Ur.  Dawson  :  Anawera. 
The  Seeretary  to  the  Looal  Gorerament 
Board  (Mr.  J«sm  CoHingt)  Mar  4, 191S 

Forett  of  Dean —  JInfenotd  QHorriet 
{Question,  Mr.  Thomas  Blako ;  AniwM',  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  IImut  H. 
Fowler)  Mar  4, 1898 

FoB8TEB>  Sir  0.>  Wakall 
Lambeth  Water,  SR.  Amendt.  1805 

FoATESouB,  Earl 

AUotments,  Motion  for  a  Betnm,  8i8 
Urd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Res.  391 
MotMpolto,  Dittorbanoai  in  the,  568,  571 

FoEWOob,  Mr.  A.  B.,  Zuuashira,  Onu- 

Eniployert'  LUbllity  Aot  (1880)  AnMndmtrt, 
3R.  1104 

Law  and  Jnstioe  —  Appointment  to  tke  Re- 

oordership  of  Liverpool.  895 
Post  Office— Delivery  of  Telegrams,  836 
Spain— Differential  Duties,  1036 

FowLBB,  Sir  E.  N.,  London 

Africa  (South)— Affiiirs of,  721 

Sale  of  Spirits  in  Bechuanaland,  1033 
Compensation  for  Damages,  3R.  2004 
France  and  Hadagasear— The  Treaty,  1303 
Metropolis,  Disturbanoes  in  —  Aotion  of  tba 
Home  Department  —  Explanation,  988, 6M, 
605 

Metropolitan  Folloe-  Sir  Edmund  Handenon, 

1377 

Parliament  — Business  of  the  [loose  —  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  717 
Pnriiament— Committee  of  SeleetioB,  Nomina- 
tion of  Committee,  4]d 
Parliamentary  Procedure,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  036 
Suptdy— Orange  River  Territory,  Ac  1611 

FowLKE,  Mr.  H.  H.  (Secretary  to  the 
Treasury),  WekerhamptoHf  B, 
Forest  of  Dean— Unfenoed  Qnarriet,  1899 
Glebe  Loans  (Ireland)  Aots  Oontinnanee,  3R. 

1653 

Hyde  Park  Corner  (liew  StreeU),  3R,  1649 
Imperial  Revenue  (Ireland  and  Great  Britain), 

Res.  1060,  1063, 1063, 1073 
Inland  Revenue— Questions 
Collection  of  Taxes,  1880 
Income  Tax,  1314 
Lower  Division  Cle^  1081 
Stamped  Newspaper  Wrappers,  ISlff 
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FowLBB,  Mr.  H.  H.— 0MII. 
Inland — Queitiona 

Court  of  Bankruptoy — The  Ute  Offleial 

Auignee  (Mr.  C.  II,  JamM),  1107 
Diitren  in  Aobill  Island,  1039 
Irish  Fisheriet,  InspeotorB  of  —  Sea  and 

OoMt  FUb«rf  Fnnd.  1887 
Law  and  Justie*  —  Coort  of  Bnnknipte]-, 
Mr.  S.  H.  Deering,  Official  Assifnee, 

im 

PbffiDix  Park  (Dublin),  im,  1908;— Bar- 
racks for  Married  Oonstabnlarr— Pnblio 
Park',  17A« 

Tonanti  or  Gtobe  Undi,  1477 

Tramwari  and  Public  Companies  —  Tho 
West  Clare  Railway  Company,  1333 

Ireland— Ftiberj  Pien  and  Harboara— Ques- 
tions 

Bundonui,  Co.  Donegal,  1373 
Bannatrooban  Pier,  Vo.  Donegal,  1871 
Irisb  Obnroh  Fond,  1886 

Land  Rexiitry,  SR.  096 ;  Comm.  1640 

New  Forest— Mutilation  or  Holt;  Trees,  1811 

Parliamentary  Papers  for  Publio  Libraries, 
1881 

Pensions,  1378,  1379,  1380  ;— Commutation 
or,  1«41 

Post  Office — Qaestions 

Addresses  of  Telegrams,  1925,  1891 
DeliTery  of  Telegrams,  886 
Extra  Postage,  1£38 

Parcel  Post — Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
1036 

Parcel  Post  bMween  France  and  Encland, 
1319 

Parcel  Post  —  Carriage  of  Parcels  in 
Suburban  and  Rural  Districts,  879  ; — 
Rural  Letter  Carriers,  1890 

Postal  Union  —  Extension  to  Aaatralasia, 
880,  1224 

Post  Cards,  lff34  Colonial  Post  Cards, 
1900 

Telegrapb  Clerks— Sunday  Worit,  1879 
Uninr^ties.  1368, 1900 

Post  OSIee  (Ireland)- Questions 

Appointment  of  Surrejors'  Clerks,  1368 
Erection  of  a  Telegraph  Pole  on  Prirate 

Property  at  Enniskillen,  1377 
Galway  MaUs,  U3ff 

Late  Postmaster  or  BaUjrbeignc,  Co.  Korrj, 
1807 

Panwl  Post— Rural  Letter  Carriers,  1889 
Postmaster  or  Donemaaagb,  Co.  Tfrooc, 
1898 

Post  Ofltoa  at  Claabaganny,  1646 
Post  Office  at  Xraleo,  1039 

Post  Office  —  Submarine  Telegraph  Contract 
(St.  Vincent  to  the  West  Coast  of  Africa), 
Res.  1663,  3013,  2014 

Sopplj,  678 

Colonial  Local  Revenne,  Ac.  1244,  1251 
County  Courts,  776,  778 
Coarts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scotland,  Ac. 
780 

Dover  Harbour.  739.  730,  731 

Inland  Revenue,  1273 

London  UntTersity,  1330,  1331 

Metropolitan  Police  Court  Bnildings,  727 

Post  Office,  1276,  1279 

Registration  orVotcrs,  Englaad.  1265 


Fowin,  Mr.  H.  B.—dmO. 

Secretary  for  Scotland,  765 
Superannnation  and  Retired  AUowaneea. 

1357,  1360 

Theatres,  Ao.  (Metn^lis),  SR.  Motion  for 

Adjournment,  838 
Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation.  MoUon 

for  LeBTC,  1653,  1669 

Foi,  Mr.  J.  F.,  STing'*  Co.,  TulUmore 
Tenure  or  Town  Honns  (Ireland),  9R.  1146 

FVanee  and  China— The  Rteent  TrMty 
Question,  Mr.  Magniao ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  SUteror  Foreign  At&in  (Mr. 
Bryoe)  Feb  25, 1216 

France  and  Madagatear—Tke  Treaty  of 
Peace 

Questions,  Mr.  Johnston,  Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke;  Answers,  The  Under  Soorotary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Ijourke) 
Jan  25,  312  ;  Questran,  Sir  Donald  Cnrrle ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Seeretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Afihirs  (Mr.  Bryce)  Feb  22,  895  ; 
Questions,  Mr.  M'Arthur,  Sir  Robert 
Fowler  ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affiiirs  (Mr.  Brvee) 
25,  1203  \  i  I 

Freshwater  Fisheries  (Eels)  Bill  [h.l.] 

{Th«  Lord  Thurlew) 
I.  Presented  ;  read  1'  •  Feb  23         (No.  15) 
Read  S*  Feb  35, 1169 

Committee  •  Feb  36  (No.  23) 

Report*  i/or  1 
Read  3-*  Mar  2 
c.  Read  1«  •  {Mr.  BroadhurMt)  Meit  4  [Bill  198] 

Galloway,  Viscomit 

Metropc^,  DisturbanoM  in  tbe,  676 

Chune  Laws  Amendment  Bill 

(Jfr.  JKmnw,  Xl«  Marqueu  nf  at^gM^ 
Sr.  Ferquhanim) 
e.  Ordered ;  read  1"  •  Jan  93  [Bii;  88} 

General  Gordon — A  PulUe  Monument 
Question.  Colonel  Brook&eld ;  Answer,  The 
First  Oommis^nerof  VorksfMr.  Plnnket) 
Jan  36,  435 

GteNT-DATis,  Hr.  B.,  ZomM,  JTm- 

nir^ion 

Industrial  Dwellings   Act,  1880  —  Dinutd 

Prisons,  Metropolis,  878 
Mr,  Broadhurst,  Under  Secretary  of  State  ftir 

the  Home  Department,  1875,  1877 

QihraUar—Zehehr  Pmha~The  Ordinance 
Question,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answer,  The  Seeretary 
or  Sute  for  the  Coloniea  (Colonel  Staiilev) 
/an  36,  434 

Giles,  Mr.  A.,  Southampton 
Supply- Orange  Rirer  Territory,  Ao.  1617 
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GiLHOOLT,  Mr  J„  Oorht  W. 

Irotond  —  Magifltraoy— Mr.  John  O.  PajQe, 
J.  P.,  Cork,  \m 

GuDSTONB,  Bight  Hon.  W.  E.,  Edin- 
burgh, Mid  Lothian 

Parli&naent — QuesUoni 

BaiiiWH  of  the  Uoom,  iSi,  441 
Kleation  of  a  Speaker,  15 
Order  of  Bntinou,  439,  430 
ParifameDt— CommiltM  of  S^c«tion,  NomiiM- 

tion  of  CommittM,  414 
ParlUment — Qaocn'a  Speech,  AiMr«u  in  An- 
awerto,  100,  117,  133,130,334,330,  341, 
S45,  4ei,  104,  406,  408,  471, 530 

{Prime  MimUer  and  Firtt  Lord  of  th$ 

Treatury) 
AdminUlrfttlon  and  Expenditure,  1S47 
Oh  arch  of  EofUnd— Sale  of  AdTOWMWi,  714 
DepreMioB  of  Trade  and  Induatt^  —  The  I7n- 

employed — Harbonra  of  Refitge,  713 
Eastern  Affitira  —  Sir  II.  Dmmmond  WoIB'i 

Miuion,  90S 
Eait  India  —  Burmah  —  Expense*  of  MiliUr; 

Operationa,  Res.  963 
Gotemnent  of  India,  lOltf 
Ilarbonriof  Refage,  1037 
Imperial  ReTenoe  (Ireland  and  Oreat  Britain), 

Bee.  106« 
Ireland— Qoestioni 

Antboritj  of  Ihe  CrowD,  1SS7,  mS 
Oorrespondenoe  on  the  Irish  Question,  1916 
Irish  Eiutea  of  the  London  CooiHuies, 
1226 

PhBoix  Park  (Dublin)  —  Barracks  for 
Married  Coostahnlarj  —  PnbUc  Parka, 
1767 

Snppreeaioa  of  the  National  League,  906 
Ireland— Maintenxnee  of  Sodal  Order,  Res. 

19S2,  1037, 1943,  1978, 1881, 1982, 19S7 
Land  UwB.  1804 

Leaseholds  Enfranohisement,  1916 
Local  GoTertimeat,010 

Metropolis,  Diaturbanoes  in  the — Action  of  the 

Home  Department —  Explanation,  606 
Paris  Industrial  Exhibition,  1647 
Parliament— QoesUoDS 

Buaineu  of  the  House,  900,  1304, 1394, 

1767,  1916 
Business  of  the  House — Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, 716j  717 
Uouse  of  Commons  A  mn|ements— Select 
Committeo  of  1867-8  —  OTer-orovdins, 
908 

Orden  of  the  Dtty,  13S8 
Prooedure— Questions,  1393 

Parliament— Businesa  of  the  House— Order  of 
PubiioBusiness,  Res.  913,  814 

Parliament  —  Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  C16,  617,  618,  638,  633,  639 

Partiameotarjr  Procedure,  Motion  for  a  Select 
Committee,  931.  837,  938 

P<^iojor  HerMajeatr'sGorcmment,  Miolste- 
rial  SUtement,  081, 684 

Poor  Law— Out-door  Relief  doringtbesxiatinff 
Distress,  691 

Public  Meetings  —  Speech  of  Lord  Randolph 
Churchill  at  Belfiut,  1393,  1648 

Reg iatratioa  of  Voters,  807 


GuMTon,  BI|^t  Hon.  W.  E.— c«i(. 
Sootland- Tbe  EeUbliabed  Obnreb— Diasat^ 

liihracnt.  900 
Small  Holdings  and  Allotments,  13S0 
South-  Eastern  Eorope  —  Greeee  and  Torktr, 

686,  687 
Supply,  726 

Colonial  Local  Revenne,  Ae.  IIM 
Oorer  Harbour.  733 

Embauies  and  Misnoos  Abroad,  1667, 1571 
Teonre  of  Town  Houses,  Ireland,  SR.  1151 

Gladstone,  Mr.  H.  J.  (Financial  Secrs- 
tary  to    the  War  Department}, 
L6«d»,  W. 
Army— Pigment  of  PcBsiooa,  1S17 

OUugow  Bridge,  i^e.  Bill  {bg  Order) 
e.  Read  S>,  after  abort  debate  Feh  36. 1333 

OlelM  Lands  Bill  {Sir  Rie%«ri  Crm, 

Sir  Riehnrd  Wehtttr,  Mr.  Qrtgorj/) 
«.  Orderad:  readl"*J%Al9  [BiU93] 

Glebe  Loans  (Ireland)  Acts  Continuance 

Bill     {Mr.  John  UorUy,  Mr.  Stnrf  H. 

ntwter) 

e.  Orderwi ;  read  1«*       22  [BiU  1671 

Read  3-,  after  ahofi  debate  Mar  1, 1650 

GoLDSUiD,  Sir  J. ,  St.  Panerat,  8. 
.Compensation  for  Damages,  3R.  3607, 3010 
Eastern  Affiiirs  —  Bir  11.  Dmmmond  Woin 

Mission,  908 
Supply— Embassies  and  Missions  Abrosd,I553 
London  Unireraity,  1338,  1331,  1233 

G0LD8TOBTHY,  Major-Geaeral  W.  T., 
Bammeremith 
Maintenance  of  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Rm> 
1966 

Metropolis— MetropoliUn  Ptdieo  ?am  —  Oi' 
gaaisation,  Res.  1430 

G0B8T.  Sir  J.  £.,  Okathitm 

Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  AroeadauBt, 

3K.  1111 
Navy— H.M.8.  "  Belierophon,"  1767 
New   Zealand  —  The  Treaty  of  VfaiUngi, 

1884.  1886 

Parliament— Boaioess  of  the  House— Oidet  « 

Pnbllo  Buuneas.  Raa.  930 
Parliamentary     Franehisa    (Eztcnsioa  tft 

Women),  2R.  699 
PartiamenUry  Procedure,  Motion  for  a  Sric4 

Committee,  933 
Supply— Orange  Rirer  Territory,  Ac.  1M8 
Uogistration  of  Voters,  England,  1361 

G08CHEK,  Et.  Hon.  G.  J.,  EdinhwgK  ^• 

Imperial  RcTcnue  (Ireland  and  Oreat  Brittia). 
Rea.  1064 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addnsi  is  Aa* 

swer  to,  493,  496,  497 
Trnaro  of  Town  fiooM  (Irslud),  3R.  1137 
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GovBLET,  Ur.  E.  T.,  HunAtrUmi 

Depreasion  of  Trade  and  Indnrtij — Distress  at 

Shipbuilding  Porta,  710 
Eg7pt— Armed  Steamers  on  the  Nile,  880 
SUre  Trade— Convention  of  1877,  883 
Nav7— Ro/al  Yacht  "  Osborne."  878 

GowBB,  Mr.  Or.  G.  L.,  (Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury), Stafford,  N.W. 
High  CoDrt  of  Justice — The  Bar  Librarj  in  the 

Lav  Courts,  1392 
Hyde  Park  Corn«r  (New  StreeU).  2R.  ISil 
PalaM  of  Weatoiiattar— The  National  Ensign, 
ST9 

Wntmiotter  Hall  (Restoration),  894 

Gbantille,  Earl 
Airliamenl— Qlaeen's  Spccoh,  Address  in  An- 
iwer  to,  49, 67 

(Sseretary  of  SlaU  for  the  Colonies) 

Colonies — Imperial  and  Colonial  Defences — 

Address  for  Returns,  1347 
Ireland — The  National  League— Local  Coirls, 

1180, 1187 
Malta.  Unirersitr  of,  708 
Hotropolis-' Disturbances  in  the,  069.  S70,  573 
Parliament— Adjournment.  538 
Foliey  of  U.M.  Government,  Ministerial  Stale- 

rasDt,  043,  004 

G&iT,  Ifr.  E.  Dwjett   DaHiHj  8t. 
SUphmU  Grun 

Inland  Ronnue — Stamped  Newspaper  Wrap- 
pers, 1214 
Income  Tax,  1314 
Ireland-Poor  Law— Out-door  Belief,  1213 


QruM—ColUetivt  NcU  of  the  Ewroptm 
Fotcert 

<taestion,  The  Earl  of  l.imeriolt  ;  Answer,  Tbe 
Marquess  of  Saiisburf  Jan  25,  303  ;  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  J.  Chamberlain ;  Answers,  Tbe 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Aflfnirs  (Mr.  Bourke),  918  ;  Questions,  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  lleaton ;  Answers. 
Mr.  Speaker.  The  Under  Seerotarjr  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affiilrs  (Mr.  Bourke)  Jan  30. 
423 

Grtmwieh  Hospital  Petuions 
Question,  Captnin  I'rieo  ;  Aniwcr,  The  Civil 
Urd  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  R.  W.  Duff) 
Mar  4, 1896 

Obsoobt,  Mr.  G.  B.,  Suum,  Satt  Grin- 
stead 

Copyhold  EnfrancliiBemont,  3R.  II03 
Law  and  Justice— Bxceutions.  1895 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addms  in  An- 
swer to.  360 
Parliamentary  Prooednre,  Motion  for  a  Seleet 

Oommlttee,  980 
SnmlT— DoTer  Harbour,  740,  747 
UoeUiMd  Deposit!,  2R.  1818 


Gbst,  Hr.  A.  H.  G.,  Norihmberlmii 
Tyneeiie 
Army  Clotbing  Factory,  Pimlieo,  1222 
Ireland — Raffles  for  Lands  ofProtestant  Land- 
lords, 1018 

Parliament— Queen's  Speeeb,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  142 

Grimston,  yiBcoant,  MirtfordtMref  St. 
Allan's 

Contagious  DiieaBcs  ( Animals)  Aet — Foot-and- 
Month  Disease  in  Fife,  I75S 

Parliament— Queen's  Speeeh,  Address  In  An- 
swer (o,  863 

Political  Meetings.  Speeches  at— Speech  of 
Mr,  Cbamberlaio  at  Birmiiigbftm — ^'  Ran- 
som," 1018 

GroDud  Oome  Act  (1880)  Amendment 

Bill      iMr.  CnmptM,  Hr.  A.  B.  Winter- 
Mkem,  Hr.  Eugene  Wmon,  Hr.  ChanHing) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •      19  ^Bill  96] 

Haldane,  Ifr.  B.  B.,  Saddii^Um 

Supply — Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  la  Scot- 
land. Ac.  791 
Tennre  of  Town  Uooses  (Ireland),  2R.  1107 

Hail,  Mr.  A.  W.,  Oxford 
Africa  (South)— Affairs  of,  721 

Halsburt,  Lord  (Lord  Chancellor) 
Land  Registry,  2B.  406 
Parliiimeot— Opening  of,  1,  3 

Speaker  of  ibe  Uonse  of  Commons,  30, 31 
Roll  of  tbe  Lords.  331 

SootlaDd— Election  of  Repreaentatin  Pecr»— 
Hinotet  of  Meeting,  84 

(After  Resignetion) 
Marriages  Validity,  3R.  868 

Hauiltoh,  Lord  0.  J.,  Liverpool,  West 
Derby 

Law  nod  Justice— The  Reeordenhip  of  Lirer- 

pool.  715, 894,  895 
Parliament — Business  of  tbe  House,  319 

Hawltoh,  Lord  E.,  Tyrone^  N. 

Ireland— City  of  Cork  Steam  Packet  Company 
—"Boycotting,"  1036 
Tenants  of  Glebe  Unds,  H83,  14S4 
Maintenance  of  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Res. 
1949 

Hamilton,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  G.  F. 
(First  Lord  oi  the  Admiralty), 
Middlesex,  Ealing 
Navy— Shipbuilding  on  the  Tyne,  313 

{After  Resignation) 

NaTj  (Supplementary  Estltnatis,  1880  6)— 
NaT*  Services.  1393 

ParliameDt— Queen's  Spoooh,  Addresa  In  An- 
swer to,  810,  616,  017 
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Hahbukt*  Wj.  E.  W.,  Preston 

Forcigin  Cnitoms  Regalstioni,  13S6 
IreUnd— Deposits  in  Irish  Bsaks,  19U 
SUts  Tnde  in  the  B«d  Se«.  ITM 
Supplr  —  Embanies  and  Miauona  Abroad, 

im 

Woolwieh  Amnal— Diaeharg*  of  Woriunehr 
1911 

jffarhourt  of  Refuge 

Qontioni,  Mr.  Conjbeare,  Colonel  Nolan ; 
Answers,  Thn  First  Lord  of  tho  Treasury 
[Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone).  Tbe  Comptrollw  of 
tba  HonaehoM  (Mr.  MarJorlbaDka)  Fa  33. 
10S7 

Barhourt  on  Eaet  and  North  Ecut  Cccut 
— Seiief  of  the  Unemployed 
QatttiOD,  Sir  Edward  Birkbeok  ;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  tbe  Treasatj  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stone) Feb  19,  719 

Haeoopet,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  W.  G.  V., 

ParlianMDt— Basiaeas  of  the  House,  438 

{ChaneeUor  of  the  Exchequer) 
Appirintiiiients  nnder  tba  C»«n,  Helton  for  a 

Select  Committee,  10T7 
Beirast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1711 
Ci?il  SerTiee  Writers,  707 
Coinage,  1617 

Emplojers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 

3a.  1089,  1099,  1102 
Eitcise— Cottage  Brewing  Lieenees,  1194 
Inlond  ReTeone— Qnostions 

Cases  of  SmogitHng  in  Seoteb  Deer  Forests 

sinee  1879, 1034,  1035 
OtteisiB,  I2U9,  12t0 
Pay  of  Customs  Offloers,  885 
Loans  to  Landowners,  14fi8,  1466,  1467, 1468 
Metropolis  —  Metropoliun    Tolice  Force  — 

OrganiutioD,  Res.  1439,  1444 
Parliament  —  Address  in  Answer  to  H.M. 

Speeob,  613,  614,  61ft 
rarliamentary    Franebise    (Extension  to 

Women),  698,  699 
Poliee  and  Sanitary  Regnlations,  Res.  1367 
Supply— ConstiUinlary  Forea  in  Ireland,  834, 
838 

Conrta  of  Law  and  Jastiee  in  Sootland,  Ao. 

788.  783.  790 
Dover  Harbour.  783,  738,  737,  738,  743, 
746,  747,  749 
Tariff  and  Customs  Aot.  1870,  709 
Town  Holdings,  Motion  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, 1807 

Hakrutoton,  Mr.  E.,  JSTwry,  W. 
Ireland— Post  Ofllce,  Traleo,  1029 
Irish  Land  Commiuion  (SntKCommissioners) 
—Sittings  in  Kerry,  1903 

Harbinotok,  Mr.  T.,  Duhlin,  Barhour 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1736 
Glebe  Loans  (Ireland)  Acta  Continnanee,  SR. 
1661 

Nan— Use  of  a  Gunboat  by  tbe  Resident 
Magistrate  at  Bantry.  1638 


HiBBiKOToii,  Mr.  T.—Wfit. 
Parliament  —  Order  —  ArgnmenUtiTa  Qwm- 
tiena,  1191 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  Aa- 

swerto,  134,  136.319.331 
Supply— Post  Office,  1384 

Fnblie  Edooalion,  Ireland,  1237 

Habbis,  Lord  (Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  In^a) 

Barmah  (MiliUry  Eieeotions)— The  Profsit 
HarsUl,  l63, 184,  S74 

{After  Beeignatimi) 
Kingdom  of  Ara,  Res.  868 

Harris,  Mr.  U„  Oalu>ag,  E. 
Belbat  Main  Drainage,  1746 

Harboitbt,  Earl  of 
Allotments,  Motion  for  a  Return,  848 

HARxnTOTOir,  EigKt  Hon.  Marquess  of, 
Laneaehire,  RotemdaU 

Firliament— Queen's  Spceoh,  Address  in  Ad. 

swer  to,  630 
Parliamentary  Procedure,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committer  934 

Haskett.  Mr.  J.  H.,  Belfatt,  W, 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  aes.  1679,  1698,  17N, 
1793,  1708 

HASTiNas,  Mr.  G.  W.,  Worceeterekke,  S. 
Risers  l'olluti<Hi  (River  Lea),  Hotien  fm  » 
Seleet  Committee,  1344 

Havelock-Allan,  Lt.-Qeneral  ffir  E 
M..  Durham,  S.E. 
Coast  Deft&eei— Defence  of  tbe  Coast  of  Da^ 
bam,  880 

Employers'  Lubility  Aot  (1880)  Amendncst, 
SR.  11  OS 

Hatdbn,  Mr.  L.  P.,  Zetirm,  S. 
Army  (Anxiliary  Forces)— Mi^r  Kerr,  Cs'M 
Militia,  1318 

Healt,  Mr.  M.,  Cork 

Belfast  Main  Drainage.  Rei.  1716 
Ireland— Poor  Law- Election  of  Goardisi^ 
Mr.  Joseph  D.  Grier.  Clerk  of  tbe  Csns 
Union,  1643, 1643, 1893,  1893 
Supply— Registration  of  Voters,  IreUad,  i'" 
Report,  Rei.  IS,  989 

Healt,  Ur.  T.  M.,  Zoniemternft  8. 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1704, 

1708.  1711 
Compensation  for  Damagea,  SB.  9601,  VW 
Ireland — Questions 

"  Boycotting  "—Alleged  Out^a{^  IM,  «• 
Crime  and  Outrage— Riot  at  Cleae^  «• 

Uenagbao,  1038,  16S9 
Distreaa  in  Aebill  Island.  1038 
Evietiont— Case  of  tbe  Widow,  Aaae  Sba*. 
Co.  Honifhnn,  1759, 1760 
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Umlt,  Mr.  T.  M.— coflt. 

Fiaberiet  —  B«qiieit  of  the  Late  Mr. 
M*Coin«f,  Jmk»f,  Co.  Dablin,  1894. 
1890 

Irtab  Ettatm  of  tlie  London  ComiwiiiH, 

139ff, 1320 
Landlord  iind  Tentiiit— Mr.  Michaol  Ljaeh, 

Baroa,  Co.  Galwaj.  1196 
Parliamentary  Election*— Illiterate  Voters, 

1766 

PbtBitix  Park   (Dnblln)  —  Barraoki  for 
Married  Conttabolarjr — Pnblte  Parlu, 
ITfie,  1767, 1007,  1908 
Poat  Offleo— AppolntiHnt  of  SiirTftroni* 

Clerki,  1868 
Rojal  Irish  Constabularj — Extra  Police  at 
Ciooea  Fair,  Co.  Monaghan,  1033 
Ireland — Eviottons — Case  of  the  Widow,  Anno 

Shaw,  Co.  Monnglian,  R«s.  717,  721 
Parliament— Business  of  the  House,  iHS 
Privilege — Interrerenee  of  Peers  in  the 
Eleetioo  of  Members  of  this  House,  888 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Uouee — Order  of 

Public  Business,  Res.  918 
Parlinment— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  166,  163, 173,  5&0 
Parliamentar;  Elections— Election  Expenses 

(Scotland),  1899 
Parliamentary     Franchise     ( Extension  to 

Women),  SR.  700 
Poliee  aDd  SanlUry  (tegulatlont.  Res.  1808 
Registration  of  Voters,  907 
Supply.  678 

Colonial  Local  Rerenae.  Ae.  1314,  134JS, 

1346, 1247;  Amendt,  1203 
County  Courts.  770 

County  Court  Officers,  Ae.  in  Ireland,  Wi, 

797,  708,  801,803 
Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scotland,  Ae. 

788 

Registration  of  Voters,  England,  1364 
Registration  of  Voters,  Ireland,  1S60 
Report.  Ilea.  17,  990 
Ulster  Canal  and  Tynno  NarigatioD,  Motion 
for  Lenre,  1608 


Hkaton,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Conttrbury 

Greece— Collective  Note   of  the  Enropean 

Powers,  423 
Manriiiua— Mr.  Ooekbnrn  Stewart,  431 
Post  Offlee— Questions 

Coloniat  Post  Cards,  1900 
Parcel  Post,  800 

Parcel  Post  between  France  and  England 
1310 

Postal  Union — Extension  to  Australasin, 
879,  1323 

Post  Office  —  Submarine  Telegraph  Con- 
tract (St.  Vincent  to  tbo  West  Coast  of 
Africa),  Ret.  I66S 

Heneaqe,  Bight  Hon.  E.,  Qfrtai  Qrimhy 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addreai  In  An- 
swer to,  479,  480 

( ChaHMltor  of  tht  Duekjf  of  Lanea$t0r) 
Allotments  and  Small  Iloltlinga— Agricnltural 

Labonrtra,  1809      The  Return.  1319 
Contagloaa  IHseasea  (Animals)  Aet— Foot- 

•Bd-HeiUh  DiNMt  In  Fift,  1769 


Hbitbt,  Mr.  M.,  Olatgow,  Blaehfrtart 
MetropoliUn  Board  of  Works  (Water  Supply, 

Ac.),  SB.  1167 
Parliament — House  of  Commons'  Arrange* 
menta — Select  Committee  of  1667-8— 
Over-crowding  in  the  Uouae.  007 
Membera'  PlacN— Proteetfonof  Seats,  487 
Parliamentary  Proeedure,  MoUon  fi)r  a  Select 

Committee,  936 
Savtnga  in  Ireland — Reports.  1031 
Supply- Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  813, 
813,814,810,816,  831 
County  Conrt  Offloora,  Ae.  IreUnd,  803 
804 


Hbrschell,  Lord  (Lord  Ohaacellor) 

Lunacy.  SR.  1«04 

Lanaey  Acts  Amendment,  3R.  1480, 10OS 
Marriages  Validity,  Comm.  1873 
Metropolif,  Disturbaneea  in  the,  070 
Pariiament— GloriL  of  the  Parliaments.  Office 
o(  and  Office  of  the  Gentleman  Usher  of 
the  Black  Rod,  Appointment  and  Nomi- 
nation of  Select  Committee,  1801 
ReprescatatiTO  Peer  for  Scotland,  708 


Hervet,  Lord  F.,  Bur^  St.  Edmundt 
Bormah— The  Annexed  Territory,  808 


HiBBERT,  Bight  Hon.  J.  T.  (Seoretaiy 
to  the  Admiralty),  Oldham 

Egypt  —  Medals  and  Gratnittei  —  H.H.S. 
"  Jumna,"  1040 

MerobaDtSerriee— TboSmaek  Colnmbine," 
708 

Navy — Questions 

H.M.S.  "  Bcllerophon,"  1767 
Navy  Expenditure,  1900 
Qneen's  RegulaUona— Promotion  of  Sea- 
men, 191fi 
Royal  Tacht  *'  Osborne,"  878 

rial  Fromolioa,  1760 
of  a  Gunboat  by  tbo  Reddoot  Hafii- 
trate  at  Bantry,  1088 
Navy  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1880-6)— 

Navy  Services,  1387, 1303,  1303 
Slave  Trade  in  the  Red  Sea,  1766 
Supply— Dover  Harbour,  736.  704 
Wrawioh  Aracoal— Discbarge  of  Workmen 
1918 


HicKUAN,  Mr.  A.,  WoleerkamploH,  W. 
Army— Testing   of  Side  Arms — Oefeotivo 

B.i)onets,  417 
Egypt  (War  in  tho  Soudan)— English  and 

Ameriean  Pnmpa,  1044 
Midland  Railway,  SR.  1068 
'I'rado  and  Commerce — Falsely  Marked  Goods, 

1013 


Hill,  Mr.  A.  8.,  8iafford*kir»,  King- 
twinford 

Employers*  Liability  Act  (1680)  Amendment, 

2R.  1002 
Labour  StntiatlcB,  Res.  1770 
Midland  Railway,  3R.  Motion  for  Adionrn- 

ment,  1677 


Digitized  by  Google 


HOL 


HOXT 


{  INDEX  ) 


HOW 


mo 


301. 


HoLXAiTD,  Biebt   Hon.  Sir  H.  T., 
MamptUai 
Und  RegUtry,  SR.  998 
H«lropolto — H«tropoU(fta  Foltes  Fore*— Or- 
ganisation, R«a.  1433 
Snpplj— Dover  Harbour,  72S,  730 
Watmiiuter  Hall  (Reitwatioii),  893 

Holmes,  Bight  Hon.  H.  (Attorney 
General  for  Ireland),  Dublin  Uni- 
vertity 

Iroland  (Evictiooa)  — The  Retarna,  431 
PnrliamMit— Qnon'a  Specoh,  Addren  Id  An- 
awer  to,  3U 

{U/ier  R$»%gnatum) 
HoIntenkDoe  of  SoBial  Order  (Ireland),  17S1  ; 
Res.  1917.  1931,  1933,  1030,  1036,  1933, 
1943 

Sopply— CoMUbalarj  Foroa  in  Ireland,  816, 

833 

Count/  Coart  ODoen,  Ao.  Ireland,  796, 
809,  801 

Tenoro  of  Town  Homm  ([reUnd),  9R.  1180 

Hous  Depahtmekt— Secretary  of  State 
(fM  Oaoss,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  B. 

AsSHKTOir) 

HouB  Defabtuent — Secretary  of  State 
C«MOmLDBEa,  Bight  Hon.  H.  0.  E.) 

Home  Depabtment— Under  Secretary  of 
State  («M  Bboashubst,  Mr.  H.) 

Hooper,  Mr.  J.,  Cork,  S.S. 
Beirnat  Main  Drainage,  Rea.  1743 
Ireland— Crime  and  Outrage— Alleged  Out- 
rage! at  Riohfbrditown,  Glonakilty,  Co. 
Cork,  880 

Supply— CelonUl  Local  RoTenne,  Ao.  1346 

Hope,  Bight  Hon.  A.  J.  B.  Beresford, 
Cambridge  Unw$r$%iy 
rarlianientarT  Frnnobtae(  Extention  to  Women), 
693 

Shop  Honrs  Regulation,  3R.  Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, 688 

Sitca  for  the  Now  Public  Officea— War  Office 
and  Admiraity,  Motion  for  AdjoariimenL 
1999,  8000 

HoTTiDswoBTH,  Mp.  "W.  H.,  Mmeluf 

Parliameot— Qneeo'i  Speech,  Addren  In  An. 
swer  to,  90 

Hoiuing  of  Workiiig  ClasaeB  in  Towns 

(Ireland)  Bill  (Jfr.  ffXelly,  Mr,  Bimmd 
Dxyar  Gray,  Mr.  Murphif,  Mr.  flooptr,  Mr. 
John  Seimond) 
t.  Ordered ;  rwtd  1*  •  /on  33  [Bill  19] 


HowEii,  Mr.  G.,  B$lhnal  Qrten,  N.  B. 
Metropolia — London  LiTery  Companies,  877 
Metropolis — Metropolitnn  PoHco  Force — Or- 

ganiiation.  Res.  1403,  1410 
Woolwich  Arsenal— DUoharge  of  Workmen, 
1011 

HowTH,  Earl  of 
Lord  Llontenanof  of  Ireland,  Rei.  300 

Hughes  -  Hallett,   Ooloael  F.  C, 
RochetUr 

Army  (Boyal  Artillery) — Taeaneies  for  Sab- 

altem  Officers,  893 
India  (Finance,  Ac}— Depreebtton  of  the 

Rupee,  1388 
Metropolis,  Diaturbances  in  the — Power  of 

the  Chief  Commisatoner  of  Poltoe  in  ETent 

of  Reourreoce,  903 

HuHTEB,  Mr.  W.  A.,  Abtrien^^  N. 
East  India,  Burmah— Lioensed  Opium  Shops. 

904 

Eaat  India,  Burmah  (Expenses  of  Military 

Operations),  Kes.  Amendt.  944 
India  (Rengnl)— Legal  Appointments,  713 
Indian  Ciril  Administration — Goremment 
of  India  Act,  1858,  709 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  to  Her 
Majesty,  87  ;  Motion  for  AdjoaraoieDt,  381, 
331 ;  Amendt.  328,  343 

HuHTLT,  Marquess  of 
Allotments,  Motion  for  a  Return,  848 

HuTTOK,  Mr.  J.  F.,  UaneUtUr^  N. 
Eastern  Telegraph  Oompany,  1388 

Hyde  Park  Comer  (New  Streets)  Bill 

(Jfr.  Zmw«i>»  Oower,  Mr.  Benry  H.  Foicler, 
Mr.  Broadhurtt) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  !•  •  Feb  23         [Bill  103] 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  9^" 
Mar  1 ,  1 04 1  ;  Amendt.  to  leave  oat  **  row," 
add  "upon  this  day  six  roootha"  {Lord 
Algernon  P«rcy) ;  Qnostion  proposed, "  That 
'  now,'  &e. : "  after  short  debate,  <iae«tioa 
put,  and  agreed  to 

Main  Question  pnt,  and  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  3% 
and  eomroitted  to  a  Sewet  Committee 

Illhtowobth,  Mr.  A.,  Bradford ,  W, 

Compensation  for  Damages,  SR.  3010 

Loans  to  Landowners,  1460 

Parliament  — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  341,  313 

I'arliamentary  Franchise  (Extension  to 
Women),  9R.  791 

Supply— DoUin  Hnrbonr,  703 

Incx,  Mr.  H.  B.,  IttingUtit  E. 

Land  Registry,  211.  Motion  ftr  A^oomneBt, 

098;  Comm.  1089 
Supply—Colonial  Irooal  ReTSBoe,  Ae.  1358 
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IncoBie  Tax  Adminiatration  Amend* 

ment  Bill        (^r-  Bubbari,  Sir  Charltt 
Fortttr^  Mr.  Leatham,  Mr.  JF&itley) 
e.  Onlored ;  nod  1*  •  Feb  24  [Bill  1 15] 


India — Seoreiary  of  State  {tee  Ohubchill, 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  B.  H.  3.) 

India— Secretary  of  State  (ate  Kimbee- 
L£T,  Bight  Hon.  Earl  of) 

Ihdu — ^Under  Secretary  of  State  {m 
Habbib,  Bight  Hon.  Lord) 

India — Under  Secretary  of  State 
Kay-Shutilkwobtb,  Sir  U.) 

India  ( Questions) 

Bengal — Lepal  AppotntmenU,  Question,  Mr. 
Hunter;  Answer,  The  Under  Sooretnrj  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  Ughlred  Kay-Shattlc- 
worth)  Feb  19,  712 

Religious  i'rwinont  —  Protestant  Chaplains 
and  Catkolie  Priests,  Question,  Mr.  Donal 
Sallivan  ;  Answer,  Tlio  Under  Secretary  o{ 
Stale  for  India  (Sir  Ughlred  Kaf-Shatllc- 
worth)  Feb  22,  881 

Telegraph  Department  —  Promotion  —  Orieo- 
aneea  of  Opceri,  Question,  Mr.  Conjboare  ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Seoretnry  o(  State  for 
India  (Sir  Ughlred  Eaf .  Sbnttlewortli) 
Feb  22,  m 

India,  Oovemmsnt  of 

Indian  Civil  Aiministration—Tke  Govern- 
ment  «/  IncUa  Act,  1858,  Questions.  Sir 
James  Fcrgusson,  Mr.  Hunter :  Answers, 
The  Under  Seoretnr;  of  Stnte  for  India  (Sir 
Ughtred  Kajr-Sbuttleworih)  Feb  19,  709 

The  Onoovenanted  Civil  Service,  Question, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Simon  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  Raodolph 
Churchill) /ail  2j,  317 

The  Covenanted  and  Uneovenanttd  Civil  Ser- 
vice, Question,  Mr  James  Maelrnn  ;  Answer, 
Tho  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir 
Ughtred  Kay-Shnttleworth)  Feb  33, 1033 

Pay  0/  XoHve  C^ials,  Question,  Sir  Roper 
IjSthbridge ;  Answer,  The  Under  SMrotary 
of  State  for  India  (Sir  Ughlred  Ksy-Shnttlc- 
worth)  Fcbib,  1030 

The  Commiltee  on  Indian  Adminitlration  — 
Oaaranieed  Capita,t  oj  Railways,  Question, 
Mr.  Lionel  Colien  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  Slate  for  India  (Sir  Ugbtrod 
Kay-Shnttleworth)  Feb  29, 1037 
Oavsnment  of  India— The  Joint  Committee, 
Question,  Lord  ilandolph  Churchill  ;  An- 
swer, Tlie  First  Lord  ot  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  E.  Gladstone)  ifor  4,  10IA 

FinaiKe,  ire. 
Depreeiatioa  of  Silver,  Qucition,  Mr.  James 
Maclean  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
Stale  for  India  (Sir  UaEhtrod  Kay-Sbtittle- 
wortb)  Feb  93, 1033 


Ikdia — Finance,  jre. — cont. 
Depreciation  of  the  Rupee,  Question,  Colonel 
Hughes- llalfott ;  Answer,  Tho  Under  Secre- 
tary of  Slate  for  India  (Sir  Ughtred  Kay- 
SbuttleworUi)  Feb  2S,  1383 
Insome  Tax,  Quosiion,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  nf  State  for  India 
(Lord  Bnndolph  Churchill;  Jan  22,  190 
[See  title  Bwn>ah\ 

Industrial  Bweilings  Act,  1885 — DisvMi 
Prisons,  Metropolis 
Qoestion,  Mr.  Oent-Davis;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  fbr  tho  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Childen)  Feb  33.  878 

Treland   *      ( Questions) 

Arms  Act,  Question,  Mr.  Lewis  ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Jobn 
Morley)  Feb  22,  S77 

Atahority  of  the  Crown,  Qneations,  Mr,  Bailen- 
Fowell,  Mr.  Lalor ;  Answers,  TIio  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  ( Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) 
Feb  26.  1227 

City  of  Cork  Steam  Packet  Company — "  Boy- 
eotting"  Questions,  Lord  Krnest  Hamilton, 
Mr.  John  O'Connor;  Ansncrs,  The  Chief 
Seorclnry  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morloy) 
Feb  23,  1036;  Questions,  Mr.  Macartney, 
Mr.  O'Uea  ;  Answers,  'I'he  Ghinf  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morlof)  Jfar  4,  1906 

Commiisioner$  of  Charitable  Donations  and 
Bequest!  —  "  Belfast  While  lAnen  Sail," 
Question,  Mr.  Uiggar  ;  Answor,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (-Mr.  Joho  Morley] 
Feb  25, 1193 

Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  —  Lighthouse 
Keepers,  Qnestlon,  Mr.  Donal  SalliTao ; 
Answer,  The  President  of  tho  Board  ot 
Trade  (Mr.  Mundelh)  Feb  23, 1019 
Auenddnce  of  Keepers  at  Divine  Service  on 
Sundays,  and  Education  of  Children,  Ques* 
tion,  Mr.  Johnston  ;  Answer,  The  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mundt  Ibi)  Mar  4, 
1885 

Peniioni  of  Servants,  Question,  Mr.  B.  Kelly  ; 
Answoi',  Tlie  ('resident  of  the  Board  oFTrado 
(Mr.  Mundelln)  Feb  20,  1371 

Correspondence  on  the  Irith  Queilion,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Johnston  ;  Answer,  The  First  l^ord 
of  tho  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)' 
Mar  4,  1915 

Department  of  the  Registrar  General — Sehsme 
of  Re-oryanization,  Questions,  Mr.  P. 
M'Donald ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  22,  890  ; 
Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor:  Answer, 
The  Chief  Srcrclnry  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Mar  i,  1804 

Deposits  in  Irish  Bants,  Qnpstion,  Mr.  Han- 
bnry;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  John  Morley)  Mir  4.  1914 

Olcbe  Lands— Purchasers  under  the  Land  Act 
o/"1869.  Question,  Mr.  W.  O'Brien  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  lo  tho  Troamry  (Mr.  Jack- 
son) Jan  25,  309 

TenatU*  pf,  ObaerTatiom,  Mr.  W.  O'Brien  ; 
Reply,  The  Seoietarj  to  tho  Treasury  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler);  short  debate  tbereon 
Feb  39,  H78 
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tlletjal  Use  of  Firearma  —  Cait  of  Joteph 
Delaneii,  Borrii,  Co.  Carlow,  Qucitiona, 
Mr.  Chance,  Mr.  Maeartne^ ;  Aiuweri, 
Tlw  Chief  Seflrefary  for  Irelnnd  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Mar  A,  1883 

Induttriet  and  Salmon  FiihtrUi — The  SeUet 
Comnittee$—Re-ttppointme»t,  Question,  Mr. 
Sexton ;  Answer,  Tbo  Cbanoellor  of  iho 
Exchequer  (Sir  Miebul  Hicks  •  Beieli) 
Jan  25,  318 

Importation  of  Jri$h  CatUe  —  The  MtmlMy 
iieiumt.  Question,  Mr.  Dnekbsm  ;  Answer, 
Tlw  Frfliident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
MundelU)  ^ar  3,  1761 

Improvement  of  Landed  Property — Leghlation, 
Queation,  Mr.  Uarnm  ;  Answer,  Tbo  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treaaurjr  (Mr.  Jackson)  Jan  25, 
308 

Irith  Eitaiti  of  the  Loud-  n  Companies,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy  ;    Answers,  The 
Firat  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone}  Feb  25.  1235 
Iriih   Land  Pwehaie  S^tlemetU  Company, 
Question,  Major  Saunderson ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Ur.  John 
Morley)  Har  3,  1757 
Lttbovreri  (Xrtland)  Aet—Ttpperarjf  Board  of 
GaardioM,  Question,  Major  Saunderson ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morloy)  JMar  1,  1537 
Land  Vommitaion  Court  —  Appeali,  Question, 
Mr.  Marum  :  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Irelnnd  (Mr.  John  Morle7)/Vb  25,  1199  ; 
— tn  Weitmeath,  Question,  Mr.  Tuite  ;  An- 
swer,  The  Chief  Secretary   for  Ireland 
(Ur.  John  Morley)  Jfar  1,  1536 
Laud  Parehase  (Ireland)  Act,  QoeiUon.  Mr. 
Hnlbtriland ;  Answer,  Tho  Chief  Seeretnry 
for  IraUnd  (Mr.  John  Moriey)  Mar  2,  1T61 
Local  Oovernmenl  Board — Roierea  and  Abbes/- 
leix  Vnions — Amalgamation,  Question,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Se- 
oretary   for  Ireland  fUr.  John  Morlty) 
Feb  18, 688 
Orange  Emergency  Committee  {Co.  Cavan), 
Question,  Mr.  Johnston  ;  Answer, Tho  Chief 
Seoretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
Mar  9,  1763 

Parliamentary  Elections  —  JlHUraic  Votera, 
Question,  Captain  M'Calmont;  Answer, 
Tho  Chief  Seerotary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Mari,  1708 

Repretentalion  of  the  People  (Ireland)  Act, 
1884  —  Defective  Returns,  Question,  Mr. 
Glaney ;  Answer,  Tho  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  U,  1301 

Phoenix  Park  {Dvhlin)— Barraehi  for  Married 
Conitabulary —  The  Public  Parke,  Questions, 
Mr.  T.  M.  llenly  ;  Answers,  Tho  Secretary 
to  tho  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  II.  Fowler),  Tlio 
First  Urd  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E. 
GIndstone)  Mar  3,  1756;  Questions,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Cnptain  M'Calmont ;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  to  tho  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry 
H.  Fowler)  Mar  i,  1907 

Puhlie  Meetings— Speech  of  Mr.  Q.  B.  Smith 
at  JTewry,  Question,  Mr.  Alexunder  Blane; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Sccretai?  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  36,1999 

C«m(. 


laiLuiD — cont. 

Raffles  for  Lands  of  Protestant  Lcutdlords. 
Questions,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Albert  Grey; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  1,1518 

Railwayi—Aeeident  at  Athy  RmHwajt  StaliM, 
Question,  Mr.  Oarcw ;  Aniwer.  The  Presi- 
tlent  of  tho  Board  of  Trade  (Ur.  MandeOa) 
Mar  4,  1888 

Savings  in  Ireland — Reports,  QDeetion,  Mr. 
Mitchell  Henry  :  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  JtAn  Mnlev)  Mar  1. 
1531 

Seed  Supply  ( Ireland)  A^—FomiK  Inttahunt 
of  Rate  —  Postponement  of  Paymentt  Qoes- 
tlon.  Colonel  Nolan;  Answer,  Sir  Williaa 
Hart  Dyke /on  35,  818:  Question,  Colonel 
Nolan;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  33, 
903;  Question,  Mr.  Foley;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Jefaa 
Morley)  Feb  S5,  1216;  Queetiona,  Colcnel 
Nolan ;  Answers,  Tbe  Chtef  SecroUry  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  JTor  1,1034: 
Mar  4,  IS9i 

Tramaiay  and  Public  Companies  (Irtiimi) 
Aet—l%e  West  Clare  RaUway  Company, 
Qnestlon,  Air.  Cos ;  Answer,  The  Sccntary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Heniy  Q.  Fowler) 
F«6S5,  1233 

Dislrets  {Ireland) 

Achill  Island,  Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy: 
Answer,  The  Secretary  totbeTmaury  (Ur. 
Henry  U.  Fowler)  Fd>2Z,  1038 

The  Western  Islands,  Question,  Mr.  Deaay ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Irdaad  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  Feb  23, 1026 ;  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  1, 1519 

Wieklovi,  Question,  Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet;  An- 
swer, Tho  Chief  Scoretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  Feb  23,  1025 

Nedional  Education  {Ireland) 
Commiisianers  of— Appointment  of  Stadim- 
speetors.  Question,  Mr.  Lewis;  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley]  Mar  4. 1909 

Fisheries  {Ireland) 

Bequest  of  the  late  Mr.  M'Comat,  Dalkeg,  C*. 
DuUin,  Qneationi,  Ur.  T.  H.  Healy  ;  An- 
swers, The  Chief  Secretary  for  behnd  (Mr. 

John  Morley)  Jfor  4,  1804 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  {Ireland) 
Orievanees  of  the  Foyle  FisAermea,  QoestkMi, 

Mr.  James  O'Doberty;  Answer,  The  Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 

Feb  25,  1193 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries— Sea  and  Coast  ItA- 

fries  Fund,  Question,  Mr.  Blake  ;  Antwvr, 

Tbe  Secrotary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry 

H.  Fowler)  Mar  4,  1887 
Report  of  the  Commission  on  Tramling,  Qoei- 

tioD,  Colonel  Nolan  ;  Answer,  Tbe  Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Jobs  Morley) 

Fc«23,903 
TroteHng  in  Oalway  Bm,  Qaeatloa,  Colonel 

Nolan ;  Answer,  Sir  willinm  Hart  IMo 

Jan  20,  807 
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Inland  Navigation  and  Drainage  {Ireland) 
The  Barrow  Drainage  Commiuion,  Question, 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Seeretarj  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morle:r} 
.  FA  18*  fi89  ;  Question,  Mr.  I^lor  ;  Answer, 
Tho  Cblef  SeonUrjr  for  IreUnd  (Mr.  John 
Hori«7)  Mar  4,  1888 

Lunatie  Atylutnt  (Ireland) 

Lunacy  Commitsionert  —  The  Report,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet;  Answer,  The  Chief 
SecretKr/  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Moi-le/) 
Feb  10,  706 

The  Rnideta  Medical  Superintendent,  Letter- 
kenny  Aiylum,  Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Con- 
nor ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Hr.  John  MoHey)  Feb  25,  1315 

Lunacy  —  The  Queen't  LetUr,  Question,  Mr. 
Pnletton  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Ur.  John  Morley)  Mar  S,  1703 

Piert  and  Sarboun  (^Ireland) 

Arktow  Barhmr  Workt,  Question,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Corbet;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  f  Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  22,  8Si 

Uarbour  Workt  at  Cottello  and  Kilkerrin,  Co. 
Oalway,  Question,  Mr.  Foley  :  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Mot- 
ley) ifar  1 , 1538  ;—at  Donegal,  Question,  .Ur. 
B.  Kelly  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Moriey)  FA  28, 1370 

Fishery  Piers  and  Sarbours  {Ireland) 
Sundoran,  Co.  Donegal,  Question,  Mr.  B. 
Kelly  ;  Anawcr,  Tfao  Secretary  to  the  Tren- 
sary  (Hr.  Henry  II.  Fowler)  FebSQ,  1871 
Bumiatroohan  Pier,  Co.  Donegal,  Question, 
Mr.  B.  Kelly  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Uenry  11.  Fowler)  F«i  26, 
1374 

Knaeklow  Head,  Orange,  Co.  Sligo,  Question, 
Mr.  P.  M'Donald ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Moriey) 
FA2S,  1027 

Works  at  KilUrduff  and  Polnamuck,  Co, 
'VayQ,  Question,  Mr.  Crilly;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Moriey)  JVi  25,  1204 

The  Ji-ith  Church  Fund,  Question,  Mr.  Blake  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Ueniy  U.  Fowler)  Mar  4, 1880 

Poor  Law  {Ireland) 

Abheyleix  Union  —  Relief  of  the  Labourers, 
Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answer, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Eicbfqaer(Sir  Michael 
llioks- Beach)  /an  20,  428 

Armagh  Union  —  Removal  of  a  Pauper  by  tite 
Relieving  Officer,  Question,  Mr.  Alexander 
Blane;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Moriey)  Mar  2,  17fiS 

Arran  islands.  Relief  of  Distress  in  the,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Clancy ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  Michael  Ilicks- 
Beaoh)  Jan  26,  428 

Election  o/  Ouardiam  —  Jfr.  Joseph  D.  Qrier, 
CUrk  to  the  Cavan  Poor  Law  Board,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Maarioe  Hcaty  ;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Sloriey)  Mtar  I,  lff43  ;  Mar  i,  1883 
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Ibilakd— P(w  Zaur— oont. 

Out-Door  Relief,  Question,  Mr.  Dwyor  Gray  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  .Morloy)  Feb  85,  1213 

Post  Office  (Ireland) 
Appointment  of  Surveyors'  Clerks,  Question, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healr ;  Answer.  The  Scoretiry  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Benrj  H.  Fowler)  Feb  26, 
1388 

Erection  of  a  Telegraph  Pole  on  Private  Pro- 
perty at  EnniikiUen,  Question,  Mr.  Henry 
Campbell ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Uenry  H.  Fowler)  Fei  30, 
1378 

Qalway  Maih,  Qneetion,  Colonel  Nolan  ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Henry  II.  Fowler)  Mar  1,  1535 

Parcel  Post— Rural  Letter  Carriers,  Question, 
Mr.  O'lLinlon  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  U.  Fowler)  Mar  4, 
1880 

Postmaster  of  Bala,  Question,  Mr,  Henry 
Campbell ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  tho 
Treasury  (Mr.  Ilenr^  H.  Fowler  Fei  30, 
187S;  Qaeslioo,  Mr.  Henry  Campbell ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  ro  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Arnold  Moriey)  Mar  2, 1754 

Postmastei'  of  Ballyheigne,  Co.  Kerry,  the  lat^. 
Question,  Mr.  Henry  Campbell ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry 
II.  Fowler)  Mar  4,  1807 

Postmaster  of  Donemanagh,  Co.  Tyrone,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Dillon;  Answer,  Tbe  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  II.  Fowler) 
Mar  4,  1807 

Pott  Ofiee  at  Claskagamiy,  Question,  Mr. 
O'Kelly:  Answer,  Tho  Secretary  to  ibo 
Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  i).  Fowler)  J&r  1, 
1540 

Post  Office  at  Tralee,  Qacstios,  Mr.  Edwniil 
Harrington  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  tbe 
Treasury  (Mr.  Uenry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  33. 
1039 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) 

Case  of  Morgan  Brien,  Cork  Winter  Assimcs, 
Question,  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Moriey)  FebM,  1380 

Ccue  of  Mieliael  Storey,  Question,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Corbet;  Answer,  Tho  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  John  Moriey)  Feb  22,  884 

Covrt  of  Bankruptcy  —  Mr.  L.  M.  Deering, 
Official  Assignee,  Question,  Mr.  Peter 
M'Donald;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr-  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  30, 
1374 

The  late  O^cial  Assignee,  Mr.  C.  R.  Jamet, 
Questions,  Mr.  Peter  M'Donald  ;  Answers, 
Tbe  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry 
II.  Fowler)  Feb  25,1197 
Firing  at  the  Person — Case  of  Robert  Cooper 
and  J.  0.  Bleakley,  Question,  Mr.  Alexan- 
der Blanc;  Answer,  The  Cbiet  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morloy)  Feb  20, 18T0 

The  Magialraey  {Ireland) 

Kilkenny  Co.,  Question,  Mr.  Clianco ;  An- 
swer, The  Cliicf  Seerttary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Moriey)  Mar  4, 1883 
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iKKiMxn—The  Moffittracy—eont. 

Mr.  Jthn  0.  Payne,  J.P.,  Cork,  (taeilioa,  Mr. 
(iilhoolr  :  A&swvr,  The  Chief  SeereUi?  tor 
Ir«lnti(l  (Mr.  John  Uorle;)  Mar  3. 1753 

Royal  Irish  Conttabulary 
Queation,  Lord  Charles  Deresford ;  Answer, 
The  ChftMwUor  of  the  Eieheqner  Jan  85, 
330 

Alleged  Disorder  —  Cotubut  (/  Po&'tfe  at 
BetmeUbridge,  Co.  Kiikenny,  (iaestion,  Mr. 
MArnm  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Socrctnrr  for 
IreUnd  (Mr.  John  Morlo;}  Feb  29,  1101 

Clotlting  VontraeU,  Questions,  Mr.  Murphj, 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Amwere,  The  Secre- 
tirj  of  StAte  for  War  (Mr.  Cainpbell-Ban- 
nennRti)  fVfr  30,  1384 

EMtra  Police  at  Clones  F<nr,  Co.  Monagkan, 
Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Irelanil  (Mr.  John 
Morlejr)  Feb  23,  1033 

Force  at  Mullxngar,  Question,  Mr.  Tnite : 
Answer,  The  Chief  SeeretArjr  for  IreUnd 
(Mr.  John  Horley)  Feb  33, 1030 

Pkiee  Barrack  ai  Meemuladdg,  Co.  Donegal, 
Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor :  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  IreUnd  (Mr.  John 
Morlej)  Mar  4,  188T 

The  National  League 

LegiUation  for  the  Suppression  of — Th>i  Protec- 
tion oj  Life,  Property,  Order,  ^e..  Notice,  Tlio 
Cknneellor  of  the  Exohcqner  Jau  36,  416; 
Quealion,  Mr.  RndoUffo  Cooke;  Answer, 
Tho  First  Lord  of  ho  Treasurj  (Mr.  W.  E. 
G  ladstone) /Vi  23,005 

Local  Courts,  Queation,  Obaervntiona,  The 
EnrI  of  Limerick,  Lord  Ashbourne  ;  Replies. 
The  lAtri  President  of  the  Council  (Barl 
Spencer),  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Earl  Granville)  Feb  25,  1181 

Murder  of  Mr.  Curiin,  Questions,  Mr. 
Maoartnej',  Mr.  Parnvll ;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  Mar  1,  1533 

Prisons  (Ireland) 

Moantjoy  Convict  Prison,  Question,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morlcy) 
Feb  18,  688 

Suicides  in  Qalvoay  Oaol,  Question,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
FtbM,  689 

State  of  Ireland 
*;  HoycoUing"  ^e.  Question,  Observations, 
Viscount  Cranbrook  ;  Eteply,  Tho  Lord  {'re- 
sident of  tho  Council  (Earl  Spencer)  ; 
Obserratton!!,  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury 
Feb  23,  808  ;  Qneslione,  Captain  M'Cal- 
moct,  Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Johnston;  An- 
swers, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  Mar  1, 1526  ;—  '*  Uoyeotting  " 
at  Clonmel,  Question,  Colonel  Waring  ;  An- 
swer, The  Ciiiof  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
John  Morle;)  Mar  i,  1890 
Charge  against  Emergency  Men  at  Corna/aiu, 
Co,  Oaean,  Question,  Mr.  tiiggw.  Answer, 
The  Chief  SccrcUry  for  IreUnd  (  Mr.  John 
klorler)  Feb  33, 1031 

[eoiU, 


luuKs— em(. 
Crime  and  Outrage  (htland) 

Alleged  Cruefty  to  a  "  Boycotted  "  Wman, 
Notice  of  Question.  Mr.  Stanley  Lfigbtoa; 
Obfer»ations,  Tho  Chief  SeoreUry  for  Ire- 
land (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke)  Jan  «,  19! ; 
Questions,  Mr.  Stanley  Lei  jhton,  Mr.  De^i ; 
Answers,  Sir  William  Dart  Dyke  Jos  U, 
313 

Alleged  Oidragee  near  Dtmdalh,  QMStioa,HT. 
Joseph  Nolan  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morlej)  Uv  1, 
1S19 

Alleged  Outrages  at  Rich/ordstonm,  Qm- 
kilty,  Co.  Qrrk,  Question,  Mr.  Hooper; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  lor  IreiiDd 
(Mr.  John  Horley)  Feb  23,  886 

Fictitioas  Outrages,  Monlle,  Co.  DtUf^ 
Question,  Mr.  James  O'Doberty ;  Asm, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Hr.  Mi 
Morley)  F^  26,  1200 

Oidrage  upon  Randal  M'Sweeny,  Qaestioc, 
CapUin  M'Calmont ;  Answer,  The  Ckief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Horiq) 
Jfar  3,  1766 

Malicious  Burning  at  Xeaeatiie  Weil,  Ci. 
Limeriet  —  Compensation,  Queitioo,  Hr. 
William  Abraham  (Limerick,  W.);  Asncr, 
The  Chief  SeoreUry  for  Ireland  (Ur.  Jsht 
Morley)       83, 1031 

Riot  at  Armagh,  Question,  Mr.  Alciuder 
Blane  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretarr  br 
IreUnd  (Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  33. 1021 

Riot  at  Clones,  Co.  Monaghan,  Qneitioiu,  Mf. 
T.  M.  Ilcaly  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  {Mr.  John  Morley)  W  % 
103S:  Mar  1,  1629 

Evictions  (Ireland) 

Co.  Mayo,  Question,  Mr.  Deasy;  Answer.  Tli 
Chief  Secretary  for  IreUnd  (Mr.  Stkt 
Morley)  Feb  23,  1028 

Co.  Tyrone,  Question,  Mr.  ICalthev  Eeiftf; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Seetetary  tor  Iribi< 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  83,  1089 

Bmploymeia  ef  the  MiKtary  Foreu  •/ 
Crown,  Notice  of  Ilesolution,  Mr.  t<« 
Mar  1,  I612;-Sf(iu-ii  for  1881-5.  Q"* 
tions,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Aniwen,Tte 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Jobs 
Morley)  Mar  4,  1010 

F.victions  and  Civil  Bill  Processes ~Tit^ 
turns,  Questions,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  B»dii»; 
Answers,  The  Attorney  General  fcr  W*" 
(Ur.  aolmes)  Jan  36,  433 

Landlord  and  TenaM  (Irtiand) 

Estate  of  Colonel  Clive,  Question,  Mr.  Nojui 
Answer,  The  Chief  SecreUry  for  IreUB* 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  22, 876 
The  Kinatton  Estates,  Questions,  Kr.  U** 
Mr.  O'Kelly.  Mr.  Lalor:  Answers,  ThcCi* 
Secretary  for  IreUnd  (Mr.  John 
Mar  4,  1879 

Mr.  Michael  Lynch,  Bama,  Cs. 
QneaUon,  Mr.  T.  H.  Henly ;  ^*^'^'7Z 
Chief  Seerclary  for  Indud  (Hr. 
Morley)  Fei  80,  IIM 

[wd. 
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Ibbukd — Landlord  and  Tenant — oont, 

Mr.  H.  M'Dmigall,  Agent  to  the  Oormanttown 
Kitate,  Co.  Me^t/i,  Quettionv,  Mr.  Clancy  ; 
AOBwen,  Tli«  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  Feb  2»,  1201 
[S«e  titlfl  Land  Law  {L  eland)  Act,  1S81] 

Ireland  {Electoral  Statistics) 

HoTed  for  Return,  1.  "  Of  the  number  of  rc|;ia- 
terfld  eleotort  in  etch  oountjr,  citjr,  and 
borough,  or  division  of  a  county,  city,  or 
borough,  in  Ireland  returning  membera  to 
Parliament ;  3.  Of  the  number  of  electors 
who  voted  in  each  of  the  above  at  the  late 
ge'neral  election  ;  3.  Of  the  number  of  elec- 
tors, voting  in  each  of  the  nbove  nt  the  late 
general  election,  who  declared  themselves 
Illiterate"  {The  Earl  ^  Limariei)  Jan  25, 
303  ;  Motion  ngreod  to 

Ireland  {Evietiom) — Case  of  the  Widoto 
Anne  Shaw,  Co.  Monaghan 
Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply  Feb  19,  To 
leave  out  fVom  "That,"  add  "  the  fnlsiUca- 
tion  of  the  records  of  the  Monaghan  County 
Court  bjr  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  observed  on 
by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  oalls  for  the  imme- 
diate removal  of  the  officials  implicated  " 
{Mr.  Timothy  Healy)  v.,  717;  Question 
proposed,  "  That  the  words,  Ac. ;"  after 
short  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 
(tuestionB,  Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy; 
Anawers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  John  Horley)  Jfor  3. 1759 

Ireland,    Government  of  —  Ministerial 
Policy 

Moved,  "  Tbnt  the  Ministerial  plan  for  govorn- 
ment  of  Ireland  be  introduced  forthwith,  and 
take  precedence  of  all  publio  business  up  to 
teport"  {Th«  lArd  WaxxMy)  Jan  30,  397  ; 
after  short  debate,  Motion  withdnwa 

Ireland — Industries 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Oommittea  be  ap- 
pointeid  to  Inquire  into  the  Natural  Ro- 
souroes  and  the  Present  Condition  of  Manu- 
facturing and  Productive  Industries  in 
Ireland ;  and  to  consider  and  report  by 
what  means  those  Natural  Resources  may 
be  more  fully  devetoped,  and  bow  those 
Industries  may  be  encouraged  and  extended 
{Mr.  Sexton) 

Ireland,  Lord  Lieutenancy  of 

Moved,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
the  time  has  now  oome  when  the  post  of 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irelnnd  may  be  abolished 
with  advanUge"  {The  Earl  of  KUmorey) 
Jan  30,  870;  after  debate,  Motion  with- 
drawn 

Ireland — Maintenance  of  Social  Order 
Notice  of  Resolution,  Mr.  Holmes  Mar  2, 
1S71 

Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply  Mar  i.  To 
lean  oat  from  *'  That,"  add  "  thli  Uoom  ii 

[Mm. 


Ireland — Maintenance  of  Social  Order — oont. 
unwilling  to  entertain  Estimates  for  the 
Civil  Establishments  in  Ireland  before  being 

Slaceil  in  possession  of  the  policy  which  Her 
[ajesty's  Government  intend  to  pursue  for 
the  restoration  and  maintenance  of  social 
order  in  that  country "  {Mr.  Holmes)  v., 
1S17  ;  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words, 
Ac.  ; "  after  long  debate.  Moved,  "  That  tho 
Debate  be  now  adjourned"  (Major  Satin- 
derson)  I  Question  put;  A.  301,  N.  364; 
M.  160  (D.  L.  16):  Question  again  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  words,  Ac. ; "  after  short 
debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Ireland  and  Great  Britain  —  Imperial 
Revenue  and  Population 
Moved,  "  That  there  bo  laid  before  this  House, 
a  Iteturn  of  the  Gross  Imperial  Revenue  of 
Ireland  derived  from  taxation,  and  of  the 
Population  of  Ireland  for  the  years  1851, 
1861, 1871,  and  1881,  and  a  like  Return  for 
Great  Britain  for  tho  same  years,  being  in 
both  cases  a  continuation,  in  like  form,  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  107,  of  Session 
1874  "  {Sir  Joseph  M'Kmna)  Feb  23, 10«9  ; 
after  debate,  Amendt.  made,  in  lines  3  and 
4,  by  leaving  out  "  Great  Britain,"  and  in- 
serting "  England  and  Scotland  "  v. ;  main 
Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to 


Isaacs,  Mr.  L.  H.,  Neteinglon,  Waluwih 
Poor  Law— Out-door  Relief  during  Existing 
Distress,  691,  503 

Italy — Arrest  of  Professor  Nichol 

Question,  Sir  Uenry  Rosooe ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affliin 
(Mr.  Bryce)lV&  18,600 

Jaoks,  Mr.  "W.,  LeUh^  ^e. 
Merchant  Service— The  Smaek  "  ColBmbine,' ' 
707 

Navy  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1885-0)  — 

Navy  Services,  1303 
Supply — Courts  of  Law  and  Juatice  in  Scot* 

Und,  Ac.  770  ;  Amendt.  781 

Jaoesoit,  ICr.  W.  L.  (Secretary  to  the 
Treasury),  Leeds,  N. 
Ireland— Glebe  Lands— Purchasers  auder  the 
Land  Act  of  1869,  309 
Improvement  of  l^anded  Property,  308 
Scotland— Foreshores  and  Fiabinga,  417 
Inland  Revenue— Illicit  Stilli.  117 

{After  Resignation) 

Supply — Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scot- 
land, Ao.  779,  793 
Dover  Harbour,  747,  749 
Inland  Revenue,  1371 


Jacobt,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Perhyshire,  Mid 
Education  DepartmenW'Tecbnical  Education, 
17M 
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Jaubb,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  H.,  Burjf,  Ltm- 
ctuhire 

P«rliaiiMiitiirj     FntnabUe    (Eit«niloD  to 
Womm),  Motion  for  Atyoaroment,  697.  701 

Jaues,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Oat$thead 

Cbarity   Comminionen  —  ChrUt'i  Hospitil 

Sohemea,  187ff 
New  FoFMt— MuUlRtlon  of  Dolly  Treei,  1211 

Jaues,  Mr.  C.  H.,  M«rthyr  Tydcil 
Copjrbold  EninuiebifomeDt,  3R.  I1C9 

Jknnings,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Stoehport 

Education— Non-Attendsnoo  at  Schoola*  708, 
900 

Johns,  Mr.  J.  "W.,  Warmek,  Nutuaien 
Army    (Small    Arms)  —  Steel  for  Sword 

Bayonets,  890 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addreu  in  An- 
swer to,  Ul 
Politioal  HeeUngs,  Speeebea  at— Mr.  Tbomas 
Hogbei.  1018 

Sapply— Goaria  of  Lav  aod  JuUee  is  Scot- 
land, Ae.  783,  783,  79S 
Dover  Harbour,  793 
Post  Office.  1284 

Johhsok-Ferguson,  Mr.  J.  E.^  2Meett«r, 
Loughborough 
Pnblio  Health  Aot,  1876  —  Remoral  of  Dead 
Bodies,  1034 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast,  S. 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1731 
Ireland — QuestioDs 

Alleged  Boyoottlng.  1S37 
CorrMpondeoee  on  the  Irish  Qaestion,  ISlff 
Lighthouses  —  Attendance  of  Keepers  at 
Divine  Service  on  Sundays,  and  Kdnoa* 
tton  of  Children,  1885 
Lord  Randolph  OiurcblU  at  Belfiut— Kxtra 

Police,  1535 
Orange  Emergonoy  Committee  (Co.  CaTaa), 
1763 

Ireland— Maintenance  of  Social  Order,  Res. 
1957 

Madagascar— Treaty  with  Fntncr.  813 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  136,  303 
Supply — Colonial  Local  Revenue,  &o.  1247 
Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation,  Motion 
for  LetTe,  1654 

JoNES-pABBT,  Mr.  T.  D.  L.,  CamttrvoH, 

Wales— Inspector  of  Slate  and  Sett  Quarries, 
1101 

Jnsticea'  JniiBdietion  Bill  [h,l.] 

{Tht  Lord  Brmnwai) 
I.  Presented  ;  rend  1>*  Fdt  35  (No.  18) 


Kat-Shuttlkwokth,  Sir  V.  J.  (Unier 
Secretary  txf  State  for  Lidia),  Lm- 
coihin,  CHth*ro$ 
Committee  on  Indian  Adninlatratloo— 

tione 

Covenanted  and  DneOTenanted  Citfl  8» 

vice,  1033 
Government  of  India  Act,  1898,  709 
Guaranteed  Capital  of  Railways,  lOn 
Pay  of  Native  Officials.  1031 
East  India,  Bormab- Questions 
Annexed  Territory,  898,  899, 1310 
Licensed  Opinro  Shops,  904 
Military  Executions— British  Aathoriliet^ 

The  Provost  Marshal,  807,  1033 
East  India,   Burmnh  (Expenses  of  MliUiy 

Operations).  607 :  Res.  939 
India — Questions 

Army — Indian  Military  Leav^  1980 
Bengal — Legal  Appointments,  713 
Finance,  Ac. — Depreciation  of  Silver,  193!; 

—Depreciation  of  the  Rupee,  1383 
Religious   Provisions  —  Protestant  Cbip- 

lains  and  Catholic  Priests,  883 
Telegraph    Department  —  PronoUoa  - 

GrieTaoecs  of  Offieen,  896 

Kelly,  Mr.  B.,  Dontyal,  S. 

Ireland — Questions 

Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights— PauiW 

of  Servants,  1371 
Fishery  I'ien  and  Harboars— Budcni, 

Co.  Donegal,  1371  ;~BnnnatnQhBn  Piir, 

Co.  DonenI,  1874 
Piers  and  Uarbonra — Barbosr  Werki  it 

Donegal,  1870 

Kennaway,  Sir  J.  H.,  Devon,  Smtm 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  A>- 
bwer  to,  130 

Kenny,  Mr.  M.  J. ,  7)^one,  Mid 
Compensation  for  Damagea,  3K.  8013 
Ireland  (Erietions)- Co.  Tyrone,  1039 
Tenants  of  Globa  Lands  (Ireland),  1489 

KxKBiCK,  Mr.  W.,  Birmingham,  N. 
Parliamentary  Papers  for  Public  LUmnei, 
1881 

Kiluorey,  Earl  of 
Lord  Lieutenancy  of  IreUnd,  Res.  37<,  HI 

KiuBEa,  Mr.  H.,  Wandtuorth 

ATrioa  (South)— Transvaal,  1900 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  Ai- 

awer  to.  Motion  for  Adjonmmeot,  3M 
Trade  and  Commerce— Subsidies  by  F«m|s 

Nations,  1904 

KiUBEHLEY,  Earl  of 

Burroah — Military  ExeeuUoni — The  Prefiat- 

Harsbal,  184,  976 
GovemmeDt  of  Ireland — Ministerial  PoliV> 
Res.  301 

Lord  Lientenancy  of  Ireland,  Res.  898 
Parliament— (keen's  Speech,  Address  in  As- 
iwer  to,  7St  81 
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KnunutT,  Earl  of— cent. 
Parliament— Sir  William  Rom,  K.G.B.,  late 
Clerk  of  th9  ParliameaU,  18S 

{8«erttary  of  Stat*  for  India) 
Kingdom  of  Ara,  Res.  849,  803,  8S4 
UetropolU,  Distarbancea  in  the,  571 

KiKQ,  Mr.  H.  3.,  ffuU,  Central 

Law  and  Justice — Gompenaation  to  Seamen 

Witneases.  1384 
Tkriff  and  Cnstoui  Aot.  1876— ForMtiires, 
SIO  ' 

Labouohs&k,  Ifr.  H.,  I^orthampUn 
Ann/  — Prince  Henry  of  Battenbers^,  ISOl, 
1540 

Compenaation  for  Damagea,  2R.  S009 

Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Walfli)  —  New 

Magiatratea,  1S91 
Metropolii  —  Re-organliation  of  the  Poliee, 

1331 

Parliament — Order  of  Buaineia,  439 
Parliament  —  Queen's  Speeob,  Addren  in  An- 

ewer  to»  33ff,  330 
Parliamentarj'  Oath— Mr.  Bradlaogh,  419 
Pensioni,  1380 

Poit  Office — Submarine  Telegraph  Contraot 
{St.  Vinoent  to  the  West  Coast  of  Africa), 
Res,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  3014 
Sapplf— Colonial  Local  Revenue,  Ac.  1350 
Dover  Harbour,  748,  749 
EmbaHiea  and  Sdisaiona  Abroad,  18S5 
Foreign  Offloe,  759 

Orange  Rinr  TofTitorjr,  A«.  Amendt.  1614 

Laboaren  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment 
Bill  {Xr.  JfnyiM.  Mr.  T. 

P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  WlUiam  O'Brien,  Mr, 
Salon,  Mr.  Shuhy) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  1*  •  Jon  93  [Bill  101 

Road  3*,  after  debate  Mar  8. 1810 

Lohmr  StaHtUw 

Moved,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Houses 
immediBte  steps  should  be  taken  to  ensure 
in  thie  Country  the  full  and  aoourate  col- 
leotioo  and  publication  of  Labour  Statistics  " 
{Mr.  SraHiaagk)  Mar  3,  1788 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  "  That,"  insert  "  a 
Seleet  Comnittee  be  appointed  to  consider 
the  best  maana  of  eolleeting  and  publishing 
etatistios  as  to  Labour  in  the  United  King- 
dom "  (Mr.  B.  Stanhope)  v.  ;  Question 
proposed,  "That  the  words,  Ao.;"  after 
debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn  ;  mMn  QoeatUw 
pat,  and  agreed  to 

luLLOB,  Mr.  B.,  Qu0en't  Co.,  Zeiss 

Ireland— Aothoritjr  of  the  Crown,  1337 

Inland  Navigation  and  Drainage —  Barrow 

Draini^  Commiaalon,  1888 
Landlord  and  Tenant  —  The  Kingston 
EaUtea,  1880 

ZamMh  WaUr  Bill 
e.  Read  3",  after  short  debate  Mar  I,  1508 
Moved.  '^That  the  Bill  bo  committed"  {Sir 
Ckark*  F^rtter};  Amendt,  at  end,  add  "  to 


Lembetk  Water  Bill—ooat. 

a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of  Nine 
Members,  Five  to  be  nominated  \>j  the 
House,  anil  Pour  hf  the  Committee  of 
Selection  "  {Mr.  Thorotd  Robert) ;  Question 
proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
add»d  ;  "  after  short  debate,  Qnestion  put, 
and  agreed  to ;  main  Question,  as  amended, 
put  and  agreed  to 

Lauutqtoh,  Lord 

Metropolis  —  Sunday  Meetinn  in  the  Sqaares 

and  Parks,  1174,  1181 
Pabito  OeSces,  the  New,  Ites.  1178 

Lanoastsb — Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
(«M  Ohaflin,  Bight  Hon.  H.) 

Lahoastbb— Ohancellor  of  the  Duohy 
Henbaob,  Bight  Hon.  E.) 

Land  CnltiTation  Bill       {Mr,  Bradiaugh, 

Mr.  Labouehtrt,  Mr.  Areh,  Mr.  Burt) 
e.  Ordered ;  ivad  1«  •  /on  33  [BUI  71] 

Land  (Highland!  and  Islands)  Bill 

{Mr.  Oavin  Clark,  Mr.  Maefarlane,  Mr.  Mae- 
donald,  Mr.  Maekintosh,  Mr.  Jette  ColUnga, 
Mr.  Btirt) 

0.  Ordered  ;  read  X"*  Jan  33  [Bill  48] 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act  (1881)  Amend- 
ment nil  {Mr,  Connolly,  Mr. 
Pamai^  Mr.  Timothy  Staly,  Mr.  Stxtm, 
Mr.  William  (yBritn) 

«.  Ordered ;  read  1«>  •  /on  39  [BUI  1] 


Zand  Zaw  {Ireland)  Act,  1881 — Irith 
Zand  Commiiiion  (Suh-Oommisnon- 
ert) — Sitiingt  in  Kerry 
Qneetion,  Mr.  Edward  Ilarrjngton;  Anawer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr,  John 
Morley)  Mar  4,  1008 

Land  Laws — Legitlaiion 

Question,  Visoount  Kbrington ;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstooe)  Fei  U,  1S04 

Landlord's  Bij^ht  of  Distress  Abolition 

Bill      {Mr,  Crompton,  Mr.  WinterbifthMm, 
Mr.  Arthur  Elliot,  Mr.  Brtmner) 
«.Ordered;  readl**/an33  [BiU  48] 

Land  Forchase  Facilities  Bill 

{Mr.  MLaren,  Mr.  Joitph  Bolton,  Mr.  SotOtk- 

worth,  Mr.  Jts$e  OolUngt) 
e.  Onlctvd  ,•  nad  I"*  jtui  83  [BUI  41] 
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XAnd  Registry  BUI  [h  l.] 

( The  Lord  Chanerilor) 

I.  Presented  ;  read  1"  •  Jan  25  {No.  7) 

Beail  2* ;  GomniUtM  negatifed;  reiu)  3*  Jan  26, 
400 

«.  RmmI  !*•  (4fr.  Benrs  B.  Fowler)  Feb  19 
Moved,  "That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  2"" 

Feb  22,  990  [Bill  01] 

Moved,  "That  the  Debate  be  now  adjonrned " 

(Mr.  luce) ;  after  short  debate,  Queation 

put,  and  negatived 
Original  Q,i)eation  ngatn  propowd,  1002  ;  after 

ahort  debate,   original  Question  pat,  and 

agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2* 
CommiCteo  ;  Report;  road  8",  niter  short 

debate  ifarl,  I S39 

Land  B$qi»try  O^giee — The  Bepittrar 
^estioDR,  Mr.  K^lands,  Mr.  Kdmund  Robert- 
son ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Sir  Michael  Uieks-Beaob)  Jan  S6, 
120 

Idtnd  Tax  Commissioners'  Names  Bill 

{Mr.  Lemon  Oower,  Mr.  Henry  R.  Fowler) 
«.  Ordered ;  read  l**  •  /Vi  31  [Bill  113] 

Read  2»  •  Mar  I 

Land  Tenure  and  Transfer  Bill 

{Mr.  Jiwff,  Mr.  Courtnty,  Mr.  Stmhcpe 

e.  Ordered ;  read  1»*  Jan  82  [BUI  83] 

Lake,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Cork  Co.,  E. 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Ues.  1730,  1733. 173i 

Labour  Statistics,  Res.  1801 

Nnvr  —  ilanlbowline  Dock  (Oork  Ilarbour), 

1208 

Navy  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1885-6) • 

^aT7  Services,  1300,  1301 
Sopply— Colonial  Local  llevenae,  1319 
Conetahulary  Force  in  Ireland,  835 

Law  and  Jdstioe  CEngland  and  "Wales) 
Appointment  to  the  Reeorderthip  of  Liverpool, 
4uestions,  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  Sir  R. 
AsshetOQ  Cross;  Aaswera,  TheSeoret&ry  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Chil- 
den)  Feb  19,  715 :  Questions,  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Forwood  ;  Answers,  The  Se- 
orotary  of  State  for  ihe  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Childcrs)  Feb  22,891 ;  Quosiions,  Mr. 
Crilly,  Mr.  Addison;  Answers,  The  Attorney 
General  (Mr.  Charles  Russell]  Mar  1. 1528 
Compmt^ion  to  StamM  WilMitett  Question, 
Mr.  Kinc ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mandella)  Feb  36, 
1391 

Convict  Labour,  Question,  Mr.  Dawson  ;  An- 
swer, The  SecreUry  of  State  for  the  Homo 
Deportment  (Mr.  Childcrs)  Mar  1,  1898 

Bigh  Court  of  Juatiee  —  Tlio  Bar  Library  in 
tkt Law  CouHt,  (loeation,  Mr.ArthurO'Gon* 
nor;  Answer,  A  Ixtrd  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Lereson  Gower)  Feb  30,  1393 
The  Long  Vacation,  Question,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor:  Answer.  The  Attorney  General 
(Mr.  Ch.iiles  Ruuvll)  Feb  18,  690 


Murder  of  PoHee  OmMlNo  Mm  tt  Fmi 
Conpten,  Question,  Mr.  Cobb  :  Answer,  Thi 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  ilone  DepsTtaett 
(Mr.  Childcrs)  Feb  26,  1389 

JVew  Magiitrata,  Question,  Mr.  Laboaclnre ; 
Answer.  The  SecreUry  of  StaU  Im  tba 
Ilome  Department  (Mr.  Childer8)fV(  H, 
1391 

Pullic  BxecMiom,  Qaestion,  Sir  Joseph  Peua; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Childers);  (laet- 
lion,  Mr.  O'Kelly  [no  reply]  Feb  28,  1353; 
Question,  Mr.  Gregory ;  Answer,  The  .Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depactmnt 
(Mr.  Childers)  ifdr  1,  1896 

£7i'tintnai  Law 

AttauUt  upon  Children,  Question,  Mr.  Con;, 
beare  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  StaU  ix 
the  Home  Departmooc  (Sir  R.  Anbetot 
Gro»)  JoK  36, 131 

Zair  and  Police — Emplosmont  of  a  Skti- 
hound  in  Pursuit  of  Poieheri 
Question,  Mr.   Saunders;   Answer,  The  Se- 
creUry of  SUte  for  the  Uome  Departaut 
(Mr.  Childen)  Feb  26,  1399 

Law  of  Evidence  Amendment  ffill  [u.] 

{The  Lord  liranteell) 
I.  Freaeoted  ;  read  1>  •  F«»  25         (No.  IS) 

LAwnsNCB,  Sir  J.  J.  Treror,  Surrtf, 

Seigaie 

Army  Medical  Offloers— Servian  and  Bilgiras 
Campaign,  1208 

Lawsenob,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Liverpool,  iir- 

Employers*  Liability  Act  (1830)  Amendinfsl, 
2R.  nil 

Employers'  Liability  Act— Kindred  LegiiUtuo 

in  Foreign  Countries,  1390 
Merchant  Shipping— Tho  "  Mary  Mark,"  HM 

Lavson,  Mr.  H.  L.  W.,  St.  PanerM,  W. 
Leaaeholdfl  Enftranohisement,  1916 

Leateholdt  Enfranehitement  BtU 

Question,  Mr.  Lawson ;  Answer,  The  Fit* 
Urd  of  the  Treuary  (Mr.  W.  E.  GladstiM] 
Mar  1, 1916 

Leasehold!  (Facilities  of  Fordhais  of 

Simple)  Bill  {^r.  Lawton,  Mr.  Bvt, 
Mr.  Puieetotty  Colomt  Sughei,  Mr.  MM^ 

Mr.  Arthur  Cohen) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read       Feb  23         [Bill  W] 

Lbiohton,  Mr.  8.,  Shropehire,  Otvitirf 

Compensation  for  Damages,  3 R.  2006 
Ireland  —  "  Boycotting"  —  Alleged  OaUa|^ 

193,312  , 
Metropolis,  Disturbances  in  the— AcUot  «  »• 

Uome  DepartnwDi-ExpUBatioD,  600 


Digitized  by 


LEI  LOA 


I  SESSION   1  8  8  6  ] 
301. 


LOO  LOR 


Leitbiu,  Earl  of 

PariiuDent— Qaofln'i  Speeob,  Addresi  in  Aq. 
iwer  to,  83 

Lbthbbidob,  Sir  H.,  Kmtinglon,  N. 
Admiralty — Sale  of  Surplus  and  Unserviceable 

Storca,  1030 
Committee  on  Indian  Admin iitration  —  Pny  of 

Natire  OlBaiali,  lOSO 
East  India— B&rmah  —  Expenses  of  Military 

OperattoBB,  Res.  980 

Lewis,  Mr.  C.  E.,  Londondgrrg 
Ireland — Qaestlona 
Arms  Aet,  877 

Commissioners  of  National  Ednoation  — 

Appointment  of  Head  Inspectors,  1909 
Evictions  —  Employment  of  the  Military 

Forces  of  tlio  Crown,  1513  ; — Keturn  for 

1884-5,  191U 
Landlord  and  Tenaot  —  The  Kingston 

Estates,  1870 

Idcensing  Laws  (AmendmeBt)  (Local 

Control)  Bill  i^r.  Stafford  Howardt 

Mr.  Hoitiitworth,  2£r.  C.  T.  Dgke  Aeland) 
tf.  Considered  in  Committee ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported ;  Bill  ordered ;  road  !<>  * 
Jan  22  [BUI  35] 

LiuEBioE,  Earl  of 

Greece  —  CoUectivo  Note  of  the  European 

Powers,  308 
Ireland— National  League— Local  Courts,  1 181 
Metropolii,  Disturbances  in  tbe,  955,  577,  843 
Parliament— Sir  William  Rose,  K.C.B.,  late 

Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  195 
Parliament  —  Clerk  oftha  PArliaments,  Office 

of,  and  Office  of  Gentleman  Uiber  of  the 

Black  Rod— Appointment  and  Nomination 

ofSetect  Committee,  1357 
Parliament  —  Ventilation  of  tb«  House,  Res. 

1064 

Liqaor  Traffic  Local  Teto  (Scotland)  Bill 

{Mr.  M'Lafftttt,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Maekintoah, 
Mr.  Noel,  Mr,  Cameron  Corbet,  Mr,  Jaeke, 
Mr.  Mark  Stnoirt,  Mr.  Laeaita,  Dr.  Clark) 
C.  Conaidored  in  Committee  ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported  ;  Bill  ordered  ;  rend  1"* 
Jm  S2  [Bill  72] 

Llewellyn,  Mr.  E.  H.,  Someriet,  ilT. 
Parliament— Debate  on  the  Address— Personal 
EsphnatioD,  600 

Loan*  to  Landotontrt 

Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply  30, 
To  leave  out  from That,"  add  "it  is  de- 
sirable that  more  extended  facilities  should 
ba  given  by  legislation  to  owners  of  land  to 
Improve  their  estates  by  means  of  moneys 
borrowed  on  Terminable  Annaities  fi-om  the 
State"  [Sir  John  Svainburru)  v.,  1450; 
Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words,  Ac. ;  " 
alter  debate,  Qnestion  pat,  and  agreed  to 

VOL.  OQOU.      fXHIBD  8BBIE8.] 


LooAL  GoTXBincEHT  BoARD  —  President 
{tea  Bai^fottb,  Bight  Hon.  A.  J.) 

Local  Qovebnmknt  Boabd  —  President 
(«M  Ohuibeblaiv,  Bi^  Hon.  J.) 

Local  GbvERNicEirr  Boasd — Secretary 

to  («M  GOLLDTOS,  Mr.  J.) 

Local  O&vtmment  Sill 
Question,  Vlseoanfe  Cranbome ;  Answer,  Tba 
Pirst  Lord  of  tbe  Treasnrf  (Mr.  W.  B. 
Gladatoae)  Feb  93,  910 

LooEWOOD,  Mr.  F.,  York 

Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 
2R.  1084 

Metropolis — Metropolitan  Police  Force— Or- 
ganisation, Rm.  1444 

London,  Oovommmt  of — Ltgiolaiton 
Question,  Mr.  Cremer;  Answer, Tbe Seeretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Departmoat  (Mr. 
Cbilders)  Feb22,BaS 

London  Livery  Companies 
Question,  Baron  Umsdale ;  Answer,  The  S«« 
oretary  to  the  Local  GoTOrnment  Bt>ard  (Mr. 
Jesse  Ceilings)  Mar  3,  1767 

London  School  Board  JEloeiion  Expeneoi 
Question,  Sir  Algernon  Borthwick ;  Answer* 
The  Vice  President  of  the  Coooeil  (Sir  l^on 
Playfair)  Mar  4, 1888 

London  Water  Companies 

Question,  Mr.  Robson ;  Answer,  Tbe  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Childers)  FA  25,  1232 

LoKQ,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Wilts,  J)evius 

ParliamODt— Queen's  Sptedi,  AddroM  in  An- 
swer to,  870»  506 

Ijobd  Adtooatb,  The  («m  MAoncnrAiD, 
Sight  Hon.  J.  H.  A.) 

Lord  Advocate,  The  (<w  Balfous, 
Bight  Hon.  J.  B.) 

LoBD  LiBTJTBNAirr  OF  LasLAiO)  —  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  (w  Dykb,  Bight 
Hon.  Sir  W.  H.) 

Lord  LiEUTEirAirr  of  IitBx.AKD  —  Ohief 
Secretary  to  the  (»»  Uoslbt,  Bight 
Hon.  J.) 

LoBD  President  of  the  Oouhoxl  (m« 

Oeanbkook,  YisoouDt) 

Lord  FBEsmsm'  of  the  ComroiL  {ts0 
SpENOBBf  £aii) 
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LuBBOOX,  Sir  J.,  Lenio*  Vnivtrtity 

'    Allotmenti  linil  Snwll  Uoldinft—AgrlmiUnnl 
Lsbonren,  1899 
Imperiftt  R«Tenne<lT»liuid  and  Great  BriUin), 
R«a.  1067 

Hr.  OoUvint  Vaaghan  Morgan,  Motion  for  a 

SelMt  CoDiniltw,  839 
Shop  Honn  RagnUtloii,  SR.  679.  888 
Sappl7— London  UniTmity,  [833 
fjDoUinMd  DepotlU.  SR.  184T 

LwiMr  Bill  [K.L.]        {The  Lord  Chanetlhr) 
.1.  Prowntad  ;  road        Ji>&  19         (No.  13) 
Read  3-  Mar  \,  1304 

Lvumt  Act!  Amendinfliit  BUI  [n.L.] 

{Th»  lAti  Ckmeaior) 
I.  Prcaented ;  raad  1«*  Fa  IS         (No.  IS) 
Rnd  8>,  aftar  debate  Jfor  1,  148S 

Lunacy  Commissioners  [England  and  Scot 
land)—Tk$  R«port9 
(^tlon,  Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet:  Aniwer,  The 
Seeretarr  of  SUta  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Hr.  Cbllden)  Ftb  S5.  1310 

Liuucj  (Tuatiiig  of  Seati)  Bill 

{Sr.   Camtren,  Mr.  Charlti  Rtm$U,  Mr. 
FulMfon,  Mr.  William  Corbtt) 
«.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Jan  35  [BUI  85] 

R«ada»»feA24 
Committee— B.F.  Feb  35. 1818 


Ltxix,  Mr.  L.,  Orient  and  Shstland 
Law  and  Juttioe  (Scotland)—  Proourator  Fieeat 
ofOrknej.  1518 

LTMiHGTOir,   YiBoount,  iJwwii,  South 
MoUon 

■   Sapplr—Enbaiiiei  and  MliikHU  Abroad,  137S 

HoAbthuk,  B£r.  A.,  Ltiee$Ur 

FraDoe  and  Madagaaoar— The  Treaty,  1308 
Sapply— Orange  River  Territory,  Ao.  1818 

IfAOABTOBT,  Mr.  J.  W.  E.,  Antrim,  8. 

Ireland— Qnesttons 

Grime  and  Oatrage  —  "  Bojrootted  "  Cattle 

—Cork  Steam  Packet  Company.  1908 
ETiotioni— Case  of  the  Widow  Anne  Shaw, 

Go.  Honaghan,  1759 
lllenl  Use  of  Firearmi  —  Caee  of  Joseph 

DOmuej,  Borrie,  Go.  Carlow,  1889 
Iriah  National  League  —  Murder  of  Mr. 
Onrtin,  1529 
Labonrenf  Ireland)  Act  Amendment,  3R.  1816, 
1838,  1837 

Parliamentary  Eleotlene  —  List  ef  Claims  to 
Vote  of  the  Dnblln  Port  and  Dooka  Board, 
1198 

Supply— Registration  of  Voters,  Ireland,  1267, 
IMS 

Tenure  of  Town  Houses  (Ireland),  2R.  1140 


MoOalmoht,  Oaptun  J.,  Antrim,  E. 

Ireland— (^estiooi 

Alleged  "  Boyootting,"  1535 

Grime  and  Oatrage—Ontn^  spot  RanU 

M'Sweeoy,  1705 
Parliamentary  Bleetions— lUiteraleTtb^ 

1760 

Fbanix  Park,  DnUln,  1007 

M'Oabtht,  Mr.  J.,  Longfwi,  S. 
ParlUment—Eleetion  of  a  Speaker,  10 
Parliament— (Ineea'a  Speeeb.  AddreuiolB* 
swer  to,  806 

M'Oabtht,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Iftwy 

Burmah— umtary  Exeootions  —  Tks  Ptsrat 
Hanhal,  188 

McOlTLLOOH,  Mr.  J.,  Glasgow,  Si. 
Grvltera  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  forUwe, 
1840 

Loans  to  Lnndoirners,  14A7, 1459 
Supply- ConrU  of  Lav  and  Jnitiee  ia  Sot* 
Und,  Ac.  781 

Macdonald,   Eight  Hod.  J.  H.  A. 
(Lord  AdTOcate),   Sdinlwrgi  ui 
St.  Andr$w*9  Univertiiitt 
Parliament— Queen's  Speeeb,  Addreai  ii  i*- 

Birer  to,  365 
SootUnd  -  Fisheries  —  Pri»ate  Fbn-Pier 
Dnea.  308  _ 
Uw  and  JuaUce— Mr.  R.  W.  Rsntoo.  P»- 
curator  Fiseal  for  East  Fife,  809 

{^AfUr  RMtgnation) 
Groftera  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  MoUon  for  Letn, 

1341  ,  , 

Parliament-aueen's  Speech,  AddrMsin  ia- 

iwer  to,  658 
SuMly— Coarts  of  Lav  and  Justue  fa  5M- 
land,  *e.  787.  708 
Seoretaiy  for  Scotland.  776,  770,771 

TennroofTown  Uonsei  (Irelaad),  3R. \W 

MoDoHAU),  Mr.  P.,  Sltgo,  If. 

Ireland— Qneittons 

Court  of  Bankruptcy  — The  Ute  Olfcai 
Assignee  (Mr.  G.  II.  Jamei),  IlUT;- 
Mr.  S.  H.  Deering,  Offlciil  Amp". 

Fi>hery   Piers  and  Harbours— Koo*»" 

Head,  Grange,  Co.  SHgo,  1037 
Registrar  GeneMl's  Departownt.  8«.  SM 
TarliaraenUry  EleeUona— List  of  CI»iiM» 
Vote  of  the  Dublin  Portend  Doeki  Boirt. 
1107  • 
Supply- Public  Education,  Ireland,  113* 
Tenure  of  Town  Houses  (Ireland),  3R-  H" 

McDonald,  Dr.  B.,  Rott  and  CroMrij 
Crofters  (Sootland)  (No.  S),  Motien  fat 

183*  ..     •  *^ 

Parliament— Queen's  Speeeb,  AddrMSis  f 

ewer  to,  648 

SootUod^Qoestions  . 

AdminUtration  of  JnsUee  in  ttie  Dl|Us*" 

and  Islands,  1807 
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M'DoMALD,  Dr.  R.— eont.. 

Harbour  Aeoommodnlion  (North  of  Soot- 
land),  1206 
flarboart— Inrergonloii  Harbour,  1702 
Magiatraoy— Mr.  WUlwm  Irorj*  Sberiff  of 
InverneaB-khire,  1207 
Supply— Coarti  of  Iaw  xnd  Jottioe  Id  Seot- 
Innd,  Ac.  78b 

Haopablane,  Hr.  D.  E.,  Argyll 

Crofters  (Scotlnnil)  (N'o.  3),  Motion  for  Leare. 
1332 

MetropolU— Polieo  Regulations  for  Dogs,  1533, 
1533 

Parliament — Qneen'a  Speech,  Addreaa  Id  Ad- 

■wer  to,  498  ;  Amendt.  BiS 
ScollaDd — Qucationa 

Fiaheriea— Private  Pieri— Pier  Doea,  SOS, 
308 

Foreahorea  and  Flahlnga,  416 
RepresentatioD  ofthe  People  Aot— PolIiDg 
Plaees  in  Arg^llahire,  881 
.  Sapplj— Regittration  of  Voters,  Eagland, 
1260 

MoO-AREL-HoGG,  Sir  J.  M.,  MiddUteXy 
Sornsejf 

Metropolis —Dislreas  Id  SoDth  London,  1035 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Water  Sopplr, 

Ac),  2R.  1104 
Public  Parka  and  Reereatlon  Groanda— Pro- 
posed Park  at  Dalwieh,  1000 

Mao  Ihnes,  Mr.  M.,  NorthmmhmrUmdt 
Sexham 

Emplojera'  Liability  Aot  (1680)  AmendDient, 
SR.  1108 

M'lvEH,  Mr.  L.,  Deton,  Torquay 

East  India,  Burmah  (Expenses  of  Military 

Operations),  Res.  956 
Overtiead  Telegra|A  and  Telephone  Wires, 

1808 

UoKsnKA,  Sir  J.  N.,  Monaghan,  8. 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1713 
Imperial  Itevenae  (lr«Und  and  Great  Britain), 

Res.  1039 
Supply— Post  Offloe,  138],  12S9 

Haoxihtosh,  Mr.  0.  Fkaseb-,  Invtrnesi- 
ahir» 

Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  2),  Motion  for  Leave, 
1339 

ScotlaDd— Arrears  of  Ratea  ia  Skye,  1018 
Tbe  Sberiff  Clerk  Depute  of  Skye,  1517 

ICoLaren.  Mr.  0.  B.  B.,  Stafford 
Bnrmah— The  Chineae  GoTeroment,  192 
China— Tbe  Reported  Loan,  191 
Pnrliament— <^een'a  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  059 

Maoleak,  Mr.  F.  W.,  Oxford,  Woodttoeh 
Hatropoliun  Board  of  Worka  (Water  Supply, 
Ae.),  9R.  lies 


Maclean,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Oldham 
East  India,  Burmah  (E:Epenses  of  Military 

OperatioDs),  Res.  903 
India — Committee  on  Indian  Administration— 
—  The  CovenaDted  and  Uneorenanted 
CItU  Serriee,  1033 
Fioanee,        Depieoiation  of  Silrer,  lOSS 

Madaga9car—-l}mijf  with  France 

Questions,  Hr.  Johnston,  Sir  Charlei  W. 
Dilke ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Uourke) 
/on  35,312;  Qaestion,  Sir  Donald  Currie; 
Answer,  Tbe  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Bryoe)  Feb  23,  895  ; 
Questions,  Mr.  M 'Arthur,  Sir  Kobort 
Fowler  ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Afihirs  (Mr.  Bryee) 
FA  20,  ISOS 

Haqviao,  Mr.  0.,  Bedford,  N.,  BiggUt- 
wadt 

America  (Central)— The  Panama  Canal,  711 
Army  Clothing  Factory,  Pimlico,  1332 
France  and  China— The  Treaty,  1216 
Metropolis,  Disturbances  in  the — Compensa- 
tion, 1206 
Midland  Railway,  2R.  1073 
Suez  Canal)  711 

Tovn  Uoldinn  Motion  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, 1806 

Makxitb,  Oolonel  W.  T.,  Ett$Xt  8,E. 
Eaat  London  Water.  SR.  1660 
MetropolitM  Board  of  Works  (Water  Snp^. 
Ae.},9R.  1104 

Malta,  I/nivarsity  of 

Question,  Viscount  Sidmonth;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  o(  State  for  the  Colonlos  (Earl 
GranTillo)  Feb  19,  702 

Manners,  Eight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  B., 
(Postmaster  General),  LntettoT' 
$hir«,  E. 

Poat  Offlofl— Oreriwad  Wires— Reeent  Snow- 
storm, 807 
Pareel  Post,  800 

Mappin,  Mr.  F.  T.,  Torh.  HaU 
latnthire 

Army  (Side  Arms)— Tenders  for  Swords,  1811 
Midland  Railway,  SR.  1671,  1676 

Marjobibanks,  Bight  Hon.  E.  (Oomp- 
troUer  of  the  Household),  Berwick- 
thir* 

Harbours  of  Refuge.  1038 
Parliament— Queen's  Speeoh— Her  M^ty'a 
Answer  to  tbe  Address,  911 


Karriage  with  a  Deceaied  Wife's  Sister 

BUI  {if*'-  Stneage,  Mr.  Broadhunt, 

Mr.  Albert  Grey.    Mr.    Puluhm,  Mr. 
Cameron,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Areh) 
f.  Ordered :  read  l"  •  Jan  S3  iHHl  49] 
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Marriages  (Attendance  of  B^^islsrars) 

Bill  [Sir  Stehtttd  Webtttr,  Sir  BicKartf 
Crut,  Mr.  Sttmrl-  Wortlsy,  Mr.  BaggaUag) 
t.  Ordered ;  md  1«  •  Fah  80         [Bill  lai] 

Karriages  (HonrB  of  Solemnisation)  Bill 

{Mr.  Carvetl  WiUisnu,  Mr.  Richard,  Mr. 
Inet) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read       Jan  23  [Bill  63] 

Marriages  (NonconformiBt  Chapels)  Bill 

{Mr.  Shirtetf,  Mr.  M'lver,  Mr.  mwnet.  Sir 
Oeorge  Sitwell,  Mr.  Conyheare,  Mr.  Ltimter, 
Mr.  John*,  Mr.  Chantting) 
e.  Orderod  ;  read  1°  »  Jan  23  [BUI  90] 

Marriages  Validity  Bill  [k  l  ] 

( Th«  Lord  Bishop  of  OarlitU) 
t.  Preeenled;  read  1«  •  Feb  IS         (No.  11) 
Head  2*.  afier  ahort  debate  Ftb  23, 800 
Committee ;    lleport,    after    abort  debate 
Mar  4, 1873 

Married  Women  (Maintenance  in  Case 
of  Desertion)  Bill      {ifr.  FuiUy,  Mr. 

ThoiMi  Staktf    Mr.  WiHterbotkam,  Mr. 
Wartningtm) 
e.  Ordered  ;  nad  1*  •  F«fr  94        [Bill  111] 

Mutuu,  Mr.  E.  P.  M.,  Kilkmnn,  N. 

Ireland  — Qaeitiona 

Improvement  of  Lnnded  Propertj,  806 
Land  Gommiuion  Coart— Appeala,  USB 
Royal  Iriab  Conatabalarr — Alleged  Dli- 
order— Conduot  of  tbe  PoUae  at  BoDnets- 
bridge  Oo.  KlIkeDor.  11»1 

Maskslthb.  Mr.  M.  H.  N.  Stobt-, 
WUU,  Criekladg 
EmplQjen*  LlabUit/  Aot(1880)  AmandoieDt, 
SR.  1113 

Mathbb,  Mr.  W.,  Sal/ord,  8. 
Parllanunt— (^Mn*a  Speaoh,  Addraia  in  An. 
awer  to,  203 

Mauriiiu* 

Aj^oitUnuiU  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  at  lAeu- 
fmoHf  <?OT;«raor— Queations,  Mr.  Cox.  Sir 
George  Campbell,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Coonor  ;  An- 
■wera,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  tbe 
ColoDies  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  Feb  22, 
891 

JA*.  Coekbmm  SttaaH,  (laeition,  Mr.  Haatoo  ; 
ADiwer,  Tbe  SeoreUry  of  State  for  the 
Colonlea  (Colotwl  StaDloy)  Jan  20,  431 

Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E.,  Wigton 

Armjr  (Soodan  Campaign) — Tbe  Royal  Irisli 

Kegiment,  1209 
Crofters  (Scotland)  (No.  3),  Motion  for  LoaTO, 

1325 

Inland  Rerenue  Uffloiala,  1209,  1310 
Nary  (Supplementary  Eatimntea,  1880-8) — 
Navy  ScrTiecs,  1301 


Mayitb,  Mr.  T.,  Tipperary,  Mid 

Labouren  (Iraland)  Aota  Ameadoeot,  IS, 
1810 

Merchaadisa  Marks  Act  (188S)  Anmd- 

ment  BUI  (  Jfr.  AtkmtMi-Btratt, 

Mr.  Joseph  Cowen,  Mr.  Stuart-  JTortUg,  Mr. 
Baden-Powell,  Viteount  CroMbenu) 
e.  Ordered ;  road  1*  •  Feb  24  [BiU  IH] 

Merchant  Shipping 
Royal  Comm\tti<yn  on,  Qnestioa,  Mr,  Bida. 
Powell ;    Answer.  The  Preudent  ol  Iho 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Jm1&, 
437 

The  "  Mary  Marl,"  <^eition,  Mr.  W.  F.  Li«- 
rence ;  Answer,  The  Under  Seercttiy  d 
State  for  ForcignAffiiir«(Ur.Bi7ce)Ml!, 
1198 

The  Smaek  "  Columbine,"  (^estim,  Mr, 
Jacks;  Anawer,  Tbe  Secretary  to  tht  U- 
miralty  (Ur.  Hibbert)  Feb  19,  707 

Merchant  Shipping  Act  aSM)  Anal- 

ment  Bill  {Mr.  King,  Mr.  KiwAir,  Mr. 
Baggallay,  Mr.  Fttzgeredd) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  1"  *  /oit  35  iBiU  ST] 

Ketbopolis 

Dislresi  in  South  London,  Qaeation,  Ur. 
Thorold  Rogers  ;  Answer,  The  Cbatmutf 
the  Metropolitan  Board  ot  Works  (Sir  JbM 
M'Garel-IIogg)  Feb  23,  1035 

Ditlurba%ee>  in  the  Melr^li*  oa  M»*^, 
Feb  8.  Questlona,  Obaervations,  Tbt  Eirl 
of  Llmeriok;  Reply.  Lord  Tharle«;M 

debate  thereon  Feb  18,  555 
Aetimx  of  the  Home  Department,  QaeitioM, 
Mr.  W.  II.  Smith,  Lord  Algernon  Pare;,  Sir 
Robert  Fowler,  Sir  R.  Asaheton  Crois.  Mr 
Picton,  Mr.  Ritchie.  Mr.  RadoliSs  Co^ 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  Ur.  Pc  lea  ton ;  Astven. 
Tbe  Scer«Ury  of  State  for  the  Uwne  w- 
partment  (Mr.  Childera),  Tbe  Firat  Lordrf 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  GUdstonc) ;  Qi» 
lion,  Mr.  Stanley  Lcighton  [no reply]  FttH, 
593 

Order  in  th«  Streeu—Dutia  ff  the  St'i 
Office,  (^eation,  Mr.  Bardett-Oonits;  Ai- 
swer,  Tbe  SeoreUry  of  State  lor  the 
DepnrtmenKMr.  Childers);V6I9,  707 

The  Recent  Riote,  Queation,  The  E«ri  o" 
Limeriek  ;  Answer,  Lord  Thurlow  td>  H. 
813 

Power  of  the  Chief  CoMmittioner  of  P'^^ 
Event    of  Recurrence,  Question.  Coloaei 
Hughes  ilalleU:  Answer,  The  Secrctaij 
State    for  Um    Homo  Department  (Ur 
Childers)  .FV6  22.  908 

Report  of  Vie  CommitUe  of  /attfi(«^w^ 
Statement,  The  Secretary  of  Sute 
Homo  Department  {Mr.  Childen) :  Q»* 
tione,  Mr.  W.  II.  Smith,  Sir  JamM  F«f«W; 
son  ;  Answers.  The  SeoreUry  of  Sute  W 
the  nome  Departneat  (Mr.  CUidan)  A*"* 
909 
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MlTROFOLO — Wttt 

Comptntation,  Qaeationi.  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith' 
Mr.  Hagniao ;  Answers,  Tba  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  nome  Department  (Mr. 
Childers)  F«b  26,  1306 

Sunday  Meetings  in  the  Squares  and  Farkt, 
Qoestion,  Obsemtioni,  Lord  Lamington, 
Viaooont  Midleton,  Lord  Stanley  of  Alder- 
lej,  ViBconnt  CmnbroolE :  Replies,  Lord 
Aberdare,  Lord  Tburlow  Feb  2fi,  1174  ; 
Qaeation,  Mr.  Addison  :  Answer,  The  Seore- 
tary  of  Slate  forthe  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Chiiders)  Feh^e,  1381  ;  Question,  Captain 
Fellowes ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Homo  Departmnnt  (Mr.  Childers] 
Mar  1,  IMS 

London  Livery  Cotnpaniet—LegiileUien,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Howell ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Uome  Department  (Mr. 
Childers)  Feb  23,  877  ;  Question,  Baron 
Dimsdale ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Loml  Goferaraent  Board  (Mr.  JeiM  CoU 
lingi)  Mar  t,  1797 

London  Municipal  Reform,  Qaeation,  Mr. 
James  Stuart;  Answer,  The  Seoretary  of 
State  for  the  H  ome  Department  ( Mr. 
Childers)  Feb  19,  711 

Public  Health  —  Unwhcleiome  ffabitatiotu, 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Shirley;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Childen)  Feb  S3, 880 

ICeiiropoUtan  Board  of  Vorks  (Fire 
Brigade  Expenses)  Bill    (tfr.  Tatton 

^ertM,  Sir  Jami  JtQarel-Sogg,  Mr. 
SiOsrCMk) 
0.  Ordered  :  read  1"  •  Jan  89  [BUI  81] 

Xetropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Keeping 

of  Firewood)  Bill  {Sir  Jams  M*Oaril- 
Bogy,  Mr.  Morgan  Sotcard) 
e.Ordered;  readl««  JonSS  [BillSl] 

Ibtropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Theatres, 

Ac.)  Bill  (Jfr-  3^ider  Cook,  Str  Jamei 
M'QarelBogg) 
0.  Ordered ;  rwd  1*  •  /m  93  [BUI  44] 

Xetropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Water 
Sapply,  ftc.)  Bill  C^*'*  J^^'  M'Oarvl- 
Bogg,  Mr.  Brj/e«,  Sir  Geeiye  ButsHl,  (kiond 
Hughes) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  l"»Jan  33  [Bill  31] 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3°" 
Feb  24,  1164  ;  Amendt.  to  Icare  out  "  now," 
add  "  npon  this  day  six  months  "  {Mr.  Coopt) ; 
Qneitioa  proposed,  "  That  '  now,*  Ac. ; 
after  short  debate.  Debate  adjonraed 

Metropolitan  Police,  The 

Departmental  Committee  of  1879,  QoestioDs, 
Observations,  Viscount  Eafield,  Viseount 
Midleton ;  Replies,  Lord  Aberdare,  Lord 
Tbnrtew  FA  99, 1019 


MetropoliUm  Police,  TAe— oont. 

Sir  Edmund  Sendereon,  Questions,  Sir  R«beri 
Fowler,  Sir  Henry  Tyler  ;  Answers,  The  Se- 
oretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Childers)  fei  36,  1377 

PoUee  Regulations  at  to  Dogs,  QoestioDs,  Mr. 
Maofarlane,  Sir  R.  Assheton  Gross ;  An- 
swers, The  Seoretary  of  State  for  the  Homo 
Department  (Mr.  Childers)  Mar  1,  1533 

MetropoliUm  Police  Force,  The — Organi- 
tation 

Questions,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Mr.  Bnrdctt^ 
Coatts,  Mr.  Labonohere  ;  Answers,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Childers)  Feb  2«,  1330:  Questions, 
Mr.  Howard  Vincent.  Mr.  W.H.  Smith,  Mr. 
Stoart-Wortloy ;  Anawart,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Chil- 
ders) Jfar  1,  1613;  Qaestion.  Colonel 
Sandys ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Uome  Department  (Mr.  Childers).  1S33 

Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply  Feb  26, 
To  leave  out  from  **  That,"  add  "  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  no  reform  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  organisation  of  the  Metro- 
politan Polh»  Force  will  bo  satisfactory 
nnless  provision  Is  made  for  such  reform  of 
the  government  of  the  Metropolis  as  will  in  ■ 
sore  to  representatives  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  Metropolis  a  direct  control  over  their  own 
police"  {Mr.  Jamei  Stewart)  v.,  XS^i;  Ques- 
tion proposed,  "  That  the  words,  Ao ; "  after 
long  deluite,  Question  pat,  and  agreed  to 

Mxdhnd  RaUu,ay  Bill  (by  Order) 

c.  Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  9*" 

(Sir  Charlei  Fonter)  Mar  3, 1660 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  "  That,"  add  "  this 
House,  whilst  not  unwilling  to  consider 
favourably  an  application  from  tlie  said  Com- 
pany, under  proper  conditions,  for  power  to 
make  arrangements  with  other  Companies 
tending  to  economise  the  cost  of  transport  to 
the  Gompany,  refuses  to  entertain  the  sane 
as  a  mere  Inoldentlna  Bill  for  nieeellancous 
objects,  and  unaccompanied  by  the  o0er  of 
any  compensatinj;  advantages  to  the  public  " 
(Sir  Bemhard  Samuelion);  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  tho words,  iK>.;"  nfier  sliott 
debate,  Moved,  "That  the  Debate  be  now 
adjourned"  (Mr.  Staveley  Milt);  Motiou 
agreed  to  ;  Debate  adjourned 

MiDLETON,  Tiscount 

Army  [Auxiliary  Forces)— Mounted  Volaateir 

Infantry,  1663 
Metropolis,  Distnrbanoes  in  the,  657  ;— Sunday 

Meetings  in  the  Squares  and  Parks,  1176 
Metropolitan    Police  Force  —  Departmental 

Committee  of  1879,  1019 

MiLLTowK,  Earl  of 

Lunacy  Acts  Amendment,  3R.  1498 
Metropolis,  Disturbances  in  the,  676,  677 
Parliament — Ventilation  of  tho  House,  Rei. 
1664 

Potioy  of  II.M.    QoTemment,  Ministerial 

Statement,  SM 
Sale  of  Polwni,  1840,  IMO 
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MiLTAur,  Mr.  T.,  Durham 
EduciUon  Acts  CommiHion^  1881 


KffiM  BOl  {Mr.  Ctmybeart,  Mr. 

BorUm,  Mr.  Surt,  Mr.  Bt*k$,  Mr.  AJUtOH, 
Mr.  Abraham  (Shonida  VKUty),  Mr.  Matofi, 
Mr.  Smmdtrt) 

e.  Ordered ;  tsmI  1"  •  A3  3S  [BiU  lOS] 

Minet,  SxplotioM  in — JStpori  0/  th»  Royal 
Committion 
(^aestEon,  Colonel  Blnndel] ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
ereUrjr  of  State  tor  the  Home  DepartmeDt 
(Mr.Ctailden)  AA19,70S 

HineB  Bating  Bill 

{Mr.  Warmingion^  Mr.  FkUhtr,  Mr.  Cobb) 
0.  Ordered  •  Feb  28 

Read       Feb2i  [Bill  110] 

Killing  Leasee  Bill 

{Mr.  CoH^beare,  Mr.  Borliue,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr. 
M'Larm,  Mr.  Slake,  Mr.  SauntUn) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read      /an  33  [Bill  80] 

BiU  wUhdrawn  *  Jan  3d 

MoLLOY,  Mr.  B.  0.,  KingU  Co..,  Birr 
Sapplf — County  Courts,  777 

Couts  of  Law  and  Jnstioo  iq  Seotland,  Ao. 
780 

MosTAQV,  Mr.  S.,  Towtr  ffamhUt  White- 
ehapel 
Coinage,  1016 

MoBEf  Mr.  B.  J.,  Shropshire,  Ludlow 
Exeiae— Cottage  Brewing  Lieenoes,  1 194 

HoBQAv,   Biffht   Hon.  Q.  Osborne, 
D$nbigh$Kire,  £ 
Bnrmth— Milltarj  ExeeBtiona— The  Provost 
Marshal,  811 

(  Under  8(cr$tary  of  State  fer  the  Colonies) 
Africa  (Sontb)— (liiMtiou 
Affitira  of,  731 

Sale  of  Spirits  in  Bechuanalaod,  1033 
TransTaal,  1001 
BoHal  Grounds  Bill,  1002 
Colonial  Eccleslftslical  Appointments,  1878 
Cjprus  (Finance,  &o.),  1088 
DepreaaioB  of  Trade  and  lodnatrT — Distreas  «t 

Shipbuilding  Porta,  710 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company,  1388 
Land  Registry,  2R.  1003,  1000 
Mauritius— Appointment  of  Mr.  Clifford  Uoyd 

ns  Licutennnt  Governor,  601,  602 
New  Zenlnnd— Treaty  of  Waitangi,  1885 
Parliamentary  Iteprosentation  in  the  Cobnies 

—Colonial  Voters,  1892 
Post  Office  —  Mails  between  Cypnu  and 

Aleiandria,  1S90 
Sn^b^Orange  Klrcr  Territorf,  Ac.  1601, 


MoBLET,  Earl  of  (First  Oommissionflr 
of  Works) 
Parliament  —  VentiUtioB  of  the  Oomioittco 

Rooms,  868 
Pnblio  Offion,  tie  New,  Rm.  1 173 

MoBLET,  Bight  Hon.  J.  (Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieatenaat  of 
Ireland),  Ne¥>ca»tle-i^9wit-3)fns 
Glebe  Loans  (Ireland)  Aeta  Continamaee,  tK. 
1600 

Ireland — Questions 
Arms  Act,  877 

"Boycotting,"  1026,  1027;— Citjof  Cork 

Steam  Packet  Company,  1037,  1906 ;  — 

Clonmel.  1880.  1881 
Commisaioners  of  Charitable  DonaUonsaad 

Beqaesta— Belfiut  White  Linen  Halt." 

1193 

Commissioners  or  National  Edoeatioo  — 

Appointment  of  Head  Inspeetors,  1910 
Deposits  in  Irish  Banks,  1914 
Dutrese  in  Wioklow,  1038  ;  —  Weatm 

]»Iands,  1026,  1019 
FishcriM  —  Beqnest  of  the   late  Hr. 

M'Comaa.  Dalkey,  Co.  Dnbiio,  1895 
Illegal  Uao  of  Firearms— Case  ol  Joaepk 

Delaney,  Uorris,  Co.  Carlov,  1883 
Inland  Navigation  and  Drainaige  —  The 

Barrow,  590. 1869 
Irish  Land  Commission  (Sab-Commissioa- 

ers)— Sittings  in  Kerry,  1901 
Irish  Land  Porehaw  Settlencot  CoBpaBy, 

1708 

Irish  National  Leaga«--Harder  of  Mr. 
CarUn,  1030 

Labonrera'    Act  —  Tipper«t7   Bowd  of 

Guardians.  1037 
I.and  Commission  Court — Appeala,  ISSt, 

1637 

Land  Purchnse  Act,  1763 

Local  Government  Board  —  Report  of  la- 
spector  on  the  Proposed  AmalganwtioB 
of  Portiona  of  the  Dononghmore  Uaioa 
with  the  Unions  of  Roserea  and  Abbeylcu, 
089 

Lunacy,  1764 

Lonacy  Commissioners —The  Report.  706 
Lunatic  Aaylams— The  Resident  Medial 

Superintendent.    Letterkenay  Aaylsai, 

1215.  1216 
Magistracy— Kilkenny  Co.  1862,  1883,— 

Mr.  John  0.  Payne,  J.P.,  Cork,  1753 
Orange  Emergency  Committee  (Co.  CaraaL 

1763 

Parliamentary  Electioni— llliterato  Veler% 

1766 

Political  Meetings— Speeeh  of  Mr.  J.  Her* 

ley  at  Chelmsford,  003 
Prisons— Moaoljoy  Conriot  Prison,  fiS8 ;~ 

Snioides  in  Galway  Gaol,  089 
Pnblio  Meetings— Speech  of  Mr.  G.  0. 

Smith  at  Newry,  1369 
Raffles  for  Land  of  Proteataot  Landlords, 

1519 

Registrar  General's  Department,  899,  900. 
1694 

RepresentatioD  of  the  People  Act  ( 1884] — 

DefiMtiTO  Return^  1361 
Savings  in  Irebnd^Beporti^  1331 
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UoBt.IT,  Right  Hob.  J.— mhI. 

S«a  BBd  Ooait  FUberlos — OrierBBoe  oFlho 
Fojle  Fishennen,  1104  .-—Report  of  tho 

Commiuion  oa  Trawling,  903 
Seed  Rate,  1216 

Seed  Supply  Aot — Fonrtb  iDitnlment  of 

Rftte — Poatpooomeat  of  PbjdwqI,  903, 

U8i.  1894 
State  of  Ireland  -—  Charge  agidnit  Ener- 

genof  Men  at  Comaiaae,  Oo.  Oarao. 

1084 

TeoBDU  of  Glehe  Lands,  1484 
Ireland — Crime  and  Outrage— (^oeationi 
Alleged  Outrages  at  Rtohfbrdstown,  Olona- 

kilty,  Co.  Cork,  8S5 
Alleged  Outrages  near  Dnndalk,  1020 
Fiotilloae  Oatragea,  Horille,  Co.  Donegal, 

1300 

Maliaions  Burning  at  Noweastle  West,  Go. 

Limerick— Compensation,  1038 
Outrage  upon  Rrtndal  M'Sweenf,  ITOtf 
Riot  at  Armagh,  1021 
Riot  at  Clones,  Co.  Monaghan,  10S4,  1(29 
Ireland— Eriotions —Qnestions 
1036 

Case  of  the  Widow  Anno  Shaw,  Co.  Mona- 
ghan, 1760 
Co.  Tytone,  1030 

Employment  of  Military  Forces  —  Return 

for  1884-5,  1911 
Ireland — Landlord  and  Tenant — Questions 
Estate  of  Colonel  Clive,  877 
Mr.  H.  M'Dongall,  Agent  to  the  Gor- 

manstown  EsUte,  Oo.  Meath,  1201, 1302 
Mr.  Hiohael  Ljnoh,  Darna,  Co.  Galway, 

1107 

The  Kingston  EsUie,  1880 
Ir^nd— Law  and  JusUoe — Questions 

Case  of  Morgan  Brien,  Cork  Winter  As- 
sises, 1380 
Cose  of  Michael  Storey,  884 
Firing  at  the  Person  —  Case  of  Robert 
Cooper  and  J.  O.  Blaekley.  1870 
Ireland— Fishery  Piers  and  Harhonrs— Knoek- 
low  Head,  Grange,  Co.  SHgo,  1037 
Works   at    Killerduff  and  Polnamuok, 
Co.  Mayo,  1205 
Ireland—Piers  and  Harbours— Questions 
Arklow  Uarbour  Works,  SSi 
Harbour  Works  at  Donegal,  1371 ;  —  Cos- 
tello  and  Kilkerrin,  Co.  Qnlway,  1538 
Irelaad- Poor  Law— Qoettions 

Armagh  Union  —  Removal  of  a  Pauper  by 

the  Relieving  Officer,  1753 
Election  of  Guardians  —  Mr.  Joseph  D. 
Grier,  Clerk  of  the  Caran  Union,  1543, 
1893 

Oot-door  Relief,  1314 
Ireland— Royal  Irish  Oonitabolary—QnMtiona 

Alleged  Disorder  —  CoBdoet  of  Police  at 
Bennetsbridge,  Co.  KilkenBy,  119S 

Extra  Police  nt  Olooes  Fair,  Co.  MoBa- 
ghan,  1033 

Force  at  Mullingar,  1033 

Police  Barrack  at  Meennoladdy,  Co.  Done- 
gal, 1888 

Ireland— Kvietions— Case  of  tho  Widow  Anoe 

Sbaw,  Co.  Monaghan,  Res.  710 
Ireland  —  ICaiDteoanoo  of  Soelal  Order,  Res. 

1933 

Labourers  (Irelaad)  A«t«  AoMBdmwti  3R. 
1614f 1810 


UoBiiT,  Ri|^t  Hod,  J.—»kL 

Lord  Raadolph  Cborab[ll*s  VUit  to  Beirnst, 
717 ;—  Speeoh  —  Extra  Parliameotar;  Ut- 
terances, 1117      Extra  Police,  1535 

Parliament  —  Queen's  Speech,  Addreu  la  An- 
swer to,  637 

Parliamentary  Elections  —  List  of  Claims  to 
Vote  of  the  Dublin  Port  and  Docks  Board, 
1198 

Supply  —  Constabulary  ForO*  la  Ireland,  610, 
833 

County  Court  Officers,  Ac.  Ireland,  796 
Public  Eduoation,  Ireland,  1341 
Tenure  of  Town  Hoosea  (Ireland),  SR.  1135 

UoKLET,  Mr.  Arnold  (Secretary  to  the 
Treasarj),  Notiingkamt  S, 
Ireland— Post  Offioe— Tba  Poatmaaterat  Bala, 

1376, 1755 
Parliament— Adjournment,  580 

Moroeeo—State  of  the  Prtiotu 

Question,  Mr.  W.  J.  Cwbet :  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fain(Hr.  Bryee)  Ftb  38,  1035 

Mount  -  Edoottmbe,    Earl   of   (  Lord 
Steward  of  the  Houseliold) 
Parliament— Queen's  Speeoh— Her  Hiyeaty's 
Answer  to  the  Addrcte,  531 

MowBRAT,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  E.,  Oxford 
Univ«rtity 
Eeolesiastioal  Commisuoners  —  Extraordinary 

Tithe,  587 
Parliament— Election  of  a  Speaker,5 
Parliament— Committee  of  Selection,  Nomina- 
tion of  Oommittee,  411,414  ;  Amcndt.  415 
Police  and  SaoiUry  Regulations,  1867 
Post  OOce- The  UniTcrdtici,  1005 

MuLHOLLAHD,   Mr.   H.  L.,  London- 
derry, N. 

Labonrers  (Ireland)  Acts  AmcndsMnt,  SR. 

1830,  1836 
Land  FurcbaM  (Ireland)  Act,  1761 

MuNBELLA,  Bight  Hon.  A.J.  (President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade),  Sheffield, 
Brightside 
Depression  of  Trade  and  Industry- The  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry,  7H,715 
Eleotho  Lighting  Act,  1883  —  Provisional  or 

Private  Bills,  1763 
Import.ition  of  Irish  Cattle  —  The  Uonthly 

Returns,  1701 
Ireland —  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights- 
Lighthouse  Keepers,  1019 
Ughthonses  —  Attendance  of  Keepers  at 
Divine  Service  on  Sundays,  and  Educa- 
tion of  Children,  1885 
Pensionsof  Servants,  1371 
labour  Statistics,  Rea.  1787,  1804 
Law  and  Justice  —  Compensation  to  Seamen 

Witnesses,  1384 
Midland  Uailway,  SR.  1676,  1076,  1677 
Railways— Accident  at  Athy  SUUon,  1888 
Couplings,  1193 
Rates,  808 
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MontiLLi.  RJgbt  Hon.  A.  J.— 0ml. 
SaviDgi  Bftok*  R«taru  ( Eof Uod  and  S«<^Und), 
1701 

Seodaod—  Ebrfconn—  In?«rgordOD  HitrlMnir, 
1753 

IVkde  ftQd  Oomnwrm — Falwlj  Marked  Qcoi; 
1011 ;  —  Importa  of  Battm  and  Batterine, 
1081 

ItiuiicipAl  Boimdjffies  (Dablin)  Bill 

(Jfr.  CSUmm,  Mr.  T.  J).  Sullimm,  Mr.  Edmond 
Ihiftr  Gray,  Mr.  Timothy  Sarrinftom, 
Mr.  Murphy) 
«.  Ordemd ;  nad  I"  •  /m  SS  [Bill  20] 

■vnieipal  RnmdiiM  (Inland)  BUI 

[Mr.  Jmm  O'lMm,  Mr.  Timothy  SmrrinfUm, 
Mr,  Richard  Powtr,  Mr.  Maynt,  Mr. 
f«t$r  M' Donatio 
A  Ordmd  ;  nad  1*  •  Jan  92  [Bill  9] 

Konieipal  Franchise  (Zreland}  (No,  3) 

Bill  {Mr.  Johmion,  Mr.  De  Cobain) 
e.  OrdM«d  :  read  1*  *  /on  as  [Bill  76] 

HuBFHT,  Mr-W.  M.,  J)uhlm,  8t.  PaWiek't 
Ireland — Royal  Irtah  GonitablUarj  —  dothinj: 
Gontraoti,  1884 

Napisb  of  Maodala,  Lord 
Kingdom  of  Ava,  Rm.  880 

jnrfwiM?  PrvBiimi  Intwaiuia 

Seleet  CommUtee  appointed,  "  to  inquire  into 
tbe  best  ajetetn  of  National  Provident  In- 
aoranoe  antnit  Paoperism  "  {Sir  Berhert 
MamwOtiFthn 

Vational  School  Teachers  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Jfr.  William  CBrim,  Mr.  Juttin  Swttly 
McCarthy,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Sdmond 
Jhoytr  Gray,  Mr.  Conway) 
t.  OrdoMd :  road  1"  "  /m  32  [BiU  18] 

Natt  (QuM^tOfu) 

Admiraliy—Naval  Pentions,  Qnektloo,  Gap- 
tain  Price;  Answer,  The  Ci'il  Lord  of  the 
Admimltr  (Mr,  R.  W.  Duff)  Feb  25,  1203  ; 
— Sate  <^  Surplat  andOmennceable  Storei, 
Question,  Sir  Roper  Lethbridge;  Anawor, 
The  Surveyor  Oeooral  of  Ordnanea  (Mr. 
Woodall)  Feb  33,  lOSO 

Xtpenditure,  Question,  Hr.  Pearee  ;  Aoiwer, 
The  Seoretnrj  to  the  Admiraltr  (Mr.  llib- 
bert)  J/ar  1,  1909 

HatdbovBline  Dock  {Cork  Barbour),  QDestions, 
Mr.  Lane;  Answers.  The  Oifil  Lord  of  the 
Admimltj  (Mr.  R.  W.  Duff]  Feh  28, 1208 

H.M.8,  ••  BeOmphon,"  Question,  Sir  John 
Gorst ;  Answer,  The  Seoretnry  to  the  Ad- 
mirftUj  (Mr.  Ilibbertt  J/itr  2,  1767 

Qh««'i'«  Regulationt,  The-^ Promotion  of  &a- 
men.  Question,  Captain  Verney  ;  Answer, 
Tho  Secreurjr  to  the  Adtniraltr  (Mr.  Hib- 
*ort)J&r  1,1911 


Natt— «0ii<. 

Royal  Yaeht "  OOome,"  Qnettion.  Mr.  Gm- 
ua  I  Answer,  Tbe  Seoratarj  t»  tbu  Alu- 
ralt7  (Hr.  Hibbert)  fe»  23, 87B 

Skipbuilding  on  tha  Tyne,  Questioii,  Hr. 
Broadbnrat ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  ofitke 
Adniralty  (Lord  George  Bamilton] /is IS, 
813 

Special  Pnmotiont,  Qnestioo,  Gapttia  Ta- 
ney ;  Answer,  The  Seeretary  to  the  Adn- 
nilty  (Mr.  Bibbert)  Mar  2, 17Si 

Side  Armt — Supply  of  Cutlattet,  Qnotige, 
Dr.  Cameron  ;  Answer,  Tbe  Samyor  Ga- 
netml  of  Ordnanee  (Mr.  Woedall)  A)  16, 
1381 

Ute  of  a  OwiiotU  hy  a  BetidttA  MtyiibnUU 
Ranfiy,  Question,  Mr.  T.  C.  HuriBftot; 
Answer,  Tbe  SeoroUry  to  tbe  AdninlV[l[r. 
Hibbert)  M<tr  1,  1838 

iVaoy — Coatt  De/mw 
MoTed. "  That  there  be  laid  befiira  tbii  Hasn 
Reportsof  Admiral  Haniltoaorofiajatkir 
otAcer  commitsioof^d  to  inqnirs  into  Cout 
Defences  and  the  Rojal  Nafal  VolgnlMr 
Artillery  CMpa"(ntf  ViseomU  Sidmmai 
Feb  23.  1008 ;  after  abort  debats,  HstiM 
withdrawD 

New  Forut,  m~MutiMM  «/  M 

Question,  Mr.  W.H.  Jamea;  Answer,  TbsSi- 
ereUry  to  the  Treasury  (Ur.  Heaiy  H. 
Fowler)  Feb  35. 1311 

NxwHBB,  Ur.  Qt.,  Camiri^t,  R,  Ihv- 

Pnblio  HortiDgs— Speaoh  of  Lord  BaadelFk 
Chorohill  at  Bel&at,  1394 

New  Zealand— Th$  Traaty  »/  WaitaKgi 
Qnoatioa,  Sir  John  Gorat ;  Answer.Tba  Dote 
Scoretary  of  State  for  the  ColeaiM  (Kr> 
OsbonwHor^an)  Mar  1, 1881 

Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P.,  Gaky^,  N. 
Uarboors  of  Refnge,  1038 
Imperial  Revenue  ([roland  and  Great  Britaia], 

Rea.  1070 
Ireland — Qnestions 

Undlord  and  Tenant  —  Estate  of  (Mwh 

CHto,  876 
Post  Office— Galway  Hails,  1935 
Sea  and  Coast  Fiaheriea  —  Trawlinf  io 

Galway  Bay,  307.902 
Seed  Supply  Act  —  Fourth  InaulMatM 
Rato  —  Poatponement  of  PaymoA  t»i 
903, 1531. 1894 
Post  Offlcfr— Telegcapbie  Addressee,  18)0 
Supply — Dorer  Harbour,  744,  750 
Orange  River  Tflrritory,  Ao.  IS31 
Post  Office,  1283,  1284 
Town  Holdings,  Motion  for  a  Select  C«- 

mittee,  1804 
Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation,  MtiNS 
for  Loare^  1883 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOL       000       (SSSSIOK   1886)       000  OHE 

303. 


NoLAK,  ICr.  J.f  Zeuth, 

Iralind — Crime  and  Oatnige — Alleged  Out- 

r»gea  near  Dundalk,  1519 
Lulionren  (Ireland)  Aeta  Araendment,  SR. 

1830.  1836. 1837 

NoBUis,  Mr.  E.  S.,  Touw  ffamUU^  Lime- 
house 
Mr.  Bradtangh,  1901 
Parliament— BuHineas  of  tbe  Uouie,  905 

NoRTHBROOE,  Earl  of 
KiDfdom  of  Art,  Rea.  8ff8 

No&THCOTE,  Hon.  H.  S.  (Financial  Se- 
cretary, War  Department),  Ezeter 
Army  (Uisoipline)  —  Dlsordera  in  Belbat  Bar- 
raoka,  305 
Quartermasters,  421 
Riohmond  Barracks,  DobliD,  31 1 
Testins  of  Sidearmi— DefoctiTe  Bayoneta. 
418 

War  OBteo  —  Powder  Magattne  at  Bormuda. 
426 

{After  RetigHation) 
Eleotrie  Lifthting  Act,  1882  —  Profiaional  or 

Private  Uilla,  1763 
Parliament— Publio  Boaineea,  1767 
Foat  OBBoe-Post  Oarda,  1534 

Norton,  Mr.  E.,  Kent,  Tanbridg^ 
Poor  Law— DeriratiToSettlomenta,  1020 

Oaths  BiU 

(Iff.  Serjeant  Simon,  Jfr.  Staiu/eld,  Mr.  Sentage, 
Mr.  Charltt  Sttatell,  Mr.  Channiug) 

e,  Conaidcred  in  Committee  ;  Reiolution  agreed 
to.  and  reported  ;  Bill  ordered  ;  rend  1°  * 
Jan  as  [Bill  64] 

O'Brien,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.,  Sfayo,  S. 

Imperial  Revenue  (Ireland  .ind  Grent  Britain), 
Hea.  1064 

Savings  Banka  Retaraa  (England  and  Soot* 
land),  1791 

O'Bribh,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Tipperarjf,  If. 
Ireland  —  Law  and  Jnatioe  —  Caae  of  Morgan 
Brieo,  Cork  Winter  Aaalna,  1380 

O'Brien,  Mr.  W.,  I'j/roM,  S. 
Ireland— Alleged  "  Boycotting,"  1520 

Glebe  Landa  —  Purebaaet  under  tho  Land 
Act  of  I860,  809 1  —  Tenant*  of,  1473, 
1483 

Maintenance  of  Social  Order  (Ireland).  Rea. 
1921,  1931,  1984 

O'OoHNOR,  Mr.  A.,  Donegal,  E. 

Armj  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1880-6} — 

Warlike  Stores  and  Works,  1631 
Coal  Mines  Regulition   Aot  (1873)  Amend- 

raenl.  3R.  1819.  1869 
Enplojcra*  Liability  Act  (1830)  AmondiQODt, 

SB.  1080.  1108.  1114 


0'(7oirKOR,  Mr.  K,~e(mt. 
High  Court  of  Juatiee — The  Long  Vacation. 
590  :— The  Bar  Library  in  the  Law  Oourta, 

1S92 

Ireland — Queations 

Department  nf  the  Registrar  General  — 

Scheme  ofRe-organisntion,  1894 
Inland  Navigation  and  Drainage — The  Bar* 
row,  589 

Local  Government  Board  —  Report  of  In- 
spector on  tho  Proposed  Amalgamation 
of  I'ortions  of  the  Donoughmore  Union 
with  tho  Unions  of  Roscrea  and  Abbey- 
lei  z,  589 

Lunatic  Aayluma  —  The  Reaident  Medical 
Snperintendeut,  Letterkenny  Aaylam, 
1315 

Poor  Law — Abboytcix  Union — Relief  ofthe 

Labourers,  423 
Prisons — Mountjoy  Convict  Prison,  588 

Suicides  in  Galway  Gaol,  5S9 
Royal  Irish  Conatabulnry— Clothing  Con- 
tracts, 1385  ; — Police  Barracks  at  Meo- 
naciaddy,  Co.  Donegal,  1887,  1888 
Ulster  Canal  and  I'yrone  Navigation,  Motion 

for  Leave.  Motion  for  Adjournment,  1660 
Supply— Conatabalary  Foree  in  Ireland,  833  ; 
—Dover  Harbour,  743,  743 


O'CoKsoB,  Mr.  J.,  Tipperary,  8. 
Ireland  —  City  of  Cork  Steam  Paoket  Com- 
pany— "  Boycotting,"  1086 


O'OoHxroB.  Mr.  T.  P.,  Liverpool,  Shetland 
Belfnat  Main  Drataage,  Rea.  1718, 1720 
Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act  (1872)  Amend- 
ment, 2R.  1870 
Maintenance  of  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Rea. 

1925,  1949,  1957,  1890 
Mauritius — Appointment  of  Mr.  Clifford  Llord 

as  Lieutenant  Governor,  893 
Parliament — Order  —  Argumentative  ^ea- 
tiona,  1100 

Political  Meetings  —  Speech  of  Mr.  John 
Morlcy  at  Chelmsford,  901 ;— Speeah  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Hughes,  at  Oheater,  1010 
Railway  Rates.  698 

Supply— Conoty  Uonrt  Officers,  Ae.  Ireland, 

804 


O'DoHBRTY,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Bonegolt  N. 
Ireland — Crime  and  Outrage — Fictitioua  Out- 
rages, Movillo,  Co.  Donegal,  1300 
Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries — Grievanee  ofthe 
Foylo  Fishermen,  1193 


O'Hanlon,  Mr.  T.,  Oman,  £. 
Ireland  —  Poat  Offloe  —  Parcel  Poat  —  Rural 
Letter  Garriera.  1880 


O'Hba,  Mr.  P.,  Donegal,  W. 

Ireland~Crimo  an-.l  Oatrage  —  "  Boycotted  " 
Cattle  —  City  of  Cork  Steam  Paoket  Com- 
pany, 1906 

Laboureri  (Ireland)  Acta  Amendment,  SB. 
1883 


Digitized  by  Google 


OKE  PAR         1 1 N  0  E  X  I         PAR  PAS 

302. 


O'Kbixt,  Mr.  J.,  MotamaoH, 

Army — Effeota  of  a  Deceased  Soldier— Case  of 

Dennis  M'Donnell,  1510 
Burmah — Annexed  Territory.  The.  899 

Military  Exeootioni— The  I'rovoit  Uar- 
•hiil.3I6 
Egypt — Qneitiona 

British  Foroe  in  Egypt  and  the  Soudan, 
1034 

Operations  in  the  Soodao,  1391 

Portof  Suakin,  1891.  1898 

War  in  the  Soudan — Oarrison  at  Kaaaala, 

705 

Ireland— Landlord  and  Tenant — The  King- 
ston Estates,  1860 
Tost  OfBco  at  Clashaganny,  1S46 
Law  and  Justice  (England)— PnMie  Execu- 
tions, 1382 

Parlinment— Quccd's  Speech,  Address  in  Au- 
swor  to,  240 

Supply — Oourts  of  Law  and  Jnstioe  in  Soot- 
land,  &o.  793 

Om8Low,  Earl  of 

Allotments,  Motion  for  a  lloturn,  813,  848 
Charitable  Trusts  (Allotments  Extension  Act, 
1883),  Motion  for  a  Return,  1873 

Obdnancb  —  Surveyor    General  (•« 
WOODALL,  Mr.  W.) 

Outlawries  Bill 

0.  Road  l»*/aH31 

Pacijie  ( Wiutem),  ItlaneU  of  the— The  l^ew 
Sebrides — see  title  Wettern  Pacijio 

Paget,  Sir  R.  H.,  Somertet,  ffeiU 

Midlnnd  Railway.  2 R.  1674 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  463 

Palmbr,  Mr.  C.  M.,  Durham,  Jarrmo 
Spain — Commcroial  Nrgotiatioos.  420 

Faxish  Churches  Bill  [u  i-J 

\Th«  Lord  Bishop  of  Peterborough) 

1.  Presented  ;  read  !■*  Jan  21  (No.  3) 

Paris  Induttrial  ExhiUtion 
Question,  Mr,  Spensley  ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  tbo  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) 
Mar  1,  1347 

i^ailiament 

LORDS- 
MsKTiito  or  TBI  Parliiubnt  Jan  12 
The  Session  of  I'ftrliamcnt  opened  by  Com- 
mission 

The  Commons  directed  to  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  soma  proper  Person  to  be  their  Speaker 

A  Royal  Coutmitiion,  Speaker  of  the  llouse  of 
Commons,  I'rescnted  and  Approred  Jan  13, 
19 

Roll  or  the  Lords — Garter  King  of  Arms 
attending,  dellTerod  at  the  Table  (in  tho 
usual  manner)  n  List  of  the  Lords  Temporal 

\eoia. 


PaUtUaKT— LOBM— MlU. 

in  the  First  Sesdon  of  the  Taenty-tbird 
Parli-iment  of  the  United  Kingdon  (Ns. 8) 

Jan  12,  3 

Certiflcate  of  the  Election  of  Siiteee  Heprc 
sentative  Poors  for  Scotland,  delivered  ud 
rend  Jan  1 3,  4 

Clxrk  or  tat  Pibuakhits  —  Henry  Gnhui, 
esquire,  appointed  to  the  OfBeaef  Clerksf 
the  Parliaments,  Toeant  by  the  death  of  S« 
Willinm  Rose.  K.C.B.  Jan  12,  4 

Tlie  Qosui  being  seated  on  theTbtOM.isl 

the  Commons  being  at  the  Bar,  wiihlheir 
Speaker,  The  Lord  Chancellor  delirared  Q<r 
Most  Gracious  Speech  to  both  Hotnei  o( 
Parliament  Jan  21,  33 
The  Queen's  Speech  having  been  reported  \sj 
The  LoBD  Chakcillob;  An  Addrsn  ts 
Hbb  Uubbtt  thereon  moved  by  The  Dsts 
of  Abbboork  (the  Hotion  being  sMtooded  bl 
The  Earl  of  Soabbrouob)  /on  21,  Se  ;  after 
debate,  Address  agreed  to,  nmuM  Aun- 
tieiUe 

UXB    MuXSTT's     A5SWKB    TO     tHB  AdDIM 

reported  Jan  28,  331 
Address  and  Answer  ordered  to  bo  priatedul 
published 

Chairman  of  CootmiUeu—Tiw  Earl  of  Rei»- 
dale  ftppointed,  nemint  gUimtieiM,  to  tab 
the  Chair  in  aU  Committees  oT  tUi  Hten 
for  this  Session  Jan  31 
Committee  for  PriviUffea — appointed  /«s_!l 
Sab-Coaimittee  for  the  JournaU  —  sppoiaM 
Jan  21 

Appeal  CommiflM- appointed  /on  21 
ReeeivericMd  Tryert  of  P^iom-t^fiim 
Jan  21 

Standvng  Ordere  CbnmiKee  nominated  At  It; 
List  of  the  Committee,  703 

Committee  of  Seleetion  nominated  Ftb  16  i 
of  the  Committoo.  704 

Offiee  of  the  Ckrk  of  the  PaTliame^4  m 
Ogiee  of  the  Gentleman  Uther  of  the  Biac* 
^od— Select  Committee  appointed  and  nomi- 
natod  Feb  23  ;  Ust  of  the  Gonmittee,  ISit 

Election  of  Repretentative  Peere  forScoUe^ 
Minutes  of  Meeting,  presented  andordant 
to  lie  on  tho  Table  Jau  21,  84 

Private  BiUt 

All  Petitions  relating  to  SUnding  Ordei* 
which  shall  be  presented  during  the  preiwt 
Sesuon  referred  to  the  Sunding  Ordn* 
Committee  unless  otherwise  ordered  Ai  19 

Parliament  —  Sir  JTiUiam  Rote,  E.  C.B., 
late  Clerk  of  the  Parliamenlt 
Moved  to  resolve  "  That  this  llouse  ii  deep> 
scnMble  of  the  loss  which  Ibey  have  luiUiiii^ 
by  the  death  of  Sir  William  Uosa,  li.C.B'. 
the  late  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  aad  Ibink 
it  right  to  record  the  jest  soobo  which  ttfj 
cntcrUin  of  the  seal,  ability,  diligence, 
integrity  with  which  ho  executed  hit  im- 
portant duties  in  that  and  other  o^ies  in  tb« 
service  of  this  House  during  a  period  <rf  S9 
yc-irs  "  ( The  Marqutte  of  SaUibury)  /»»■ 
164  i  Motion  agreed  to,  nemine  HtMotitM 
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PuLumiiT— LoBn»— wn(. 
BBSI&yATION  OF  IflXISTBRS 

SUtrmentofTha  Lord  Pmlitentoftbe  CoonoH 
{Vinmrnt  Craubrooi)  Jan  38,  031 ;  IIoum 
vljoiirned  till  Hondsj  neit 

Statotnent  of  Tho  Marquess  of  Salisbury  Fei  1 , 
033  ;  House  adjourned  till  Thursdaj 

IlouBS  adjourned  till  Mondaj  next  F/i  i,  535 

THE  NEW  MINISTRY 

On  the  Motion  of  Earl  Granville,  House  nd- 
joonied  till  Tharsdaj  thu  18th  instant, 
eicopt  for  Judioial  Botinm  Feb  8,  S88 

ThK  MimSTBY  OP  THE  RiOHT  HoN.  W.  E. 

Gladstone,  as  fobjibd  on  thb  AccsfTAKCB 
OF  Office  m  Fbbrdabt  1886,  Ml 

Policy  of  Bar  Majetiy'a  (/wenimMf — HiDiste- 
rial  Statemebt,  £arl  QnoTille  F<&  18,  048  ; 
debate  thereon 

Ptwliammt — Vmtilation  ofih»  Borne 
Ventilation  of  tlie  Commillee  Roonu,  Question, 
The  Earl  of  Belmore :  Ansirer,  The  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  (The  Karl  of  Mor- 
ley)  Feb  22,  868 
Moved,  "  That  the  evioonce  of  John  Percy, 
Esquire,  M.D.,  taken  before  fho  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Ibo  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  I'ar- 
liamente  and  Ofllce  of  tho  Gentleman  Uiber 
of  the  Bbck  Rod  in  session  1809,  be  laid 
upon  the  Table,  and  that  the  some  be 
printed  "(The  £arl  of  LimeHeh)  Mar  2, 
1061 :  after  abort  debate.  Motion  agreed  to ; 
to  be  printed  (No.  26) 

COMMONS- 

Mketiro  op  the  Parliauikt  Jan  12,  6 
A  Book  ooDtaining  a  List  of  tho  Names  of  the 
Membera  rotarncd  to  serTo  in  thie  Parlia- 
ment delifered  to  Sir  Thomai  Ergkine  May 
by  Konneth  Angustui  Mnir  Maokeniie, 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  In  Chanoery  in  Great 
Britain  [Seo  Rolls  of  Lords,  and  List  of 
the  Commons] 

Message   from  The    Louds  CowaBiioirBBs 

Jan  12,0 

The  House  irent  up  to  tho  House  of  Peers  ; 
and  being  returned— The  House  proeeeded 
to  the 

Steelion  of  a  Speaker 

The  Right  Honourable  Arthur  Wellesloy  Peel 
URanimoaslf  called  to  the  Chair  Jan  13,  5 

Mr.  Spbakbb  reported  Iler  Majesty's  Approval, 
and  took  and  sabsoribed  the  Oath  Jan  13, 
SO 

Farliamenlarsf  Oath  {Mr,  BracUaugk) 
Letters  rsoeired  by  Mr.  Speaker  from  Tho 
Chancellor  of  the  Esohequer  (Sir  Michael 
llioks-Beachj,  Mr.  Henry  Cceil  Raikes,  and 
Sir  John  U.  Kenoaway  J<m  18,  21 ;  Tho 
Entry  In  the  Volet,  21 
Questions,  Mr.  Raikes,  Mr.  Labouchere  ;  An- 
swers, The  Ghanoollor  of  the  Eioheqner 
Jim  26,  418  ;  Question,  Mr,  Norrisi  Aa< 
swcr,  The  .Mtornej  General  CUr.  Gbarlet 
RosmU)  Mar  4, 1901 


PaRUAUBIIT— COHHOES— CtMf. 

Frivileges—Orimi,  That  a  Committee  of  Pri- 
vileges be  appointed  Jan  31 

Pubtie  PetUion$ — Select  Committee  appointed 
Jan  26  ;  List  of  the  Committee,  403 

Standing  Orders  —  Select  Committee  nomi- 
nated Jan  26  ;  List  of  the  Committee,  407 

C<mmittee  of  Seleelion 

Moved,  "  That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do 
consist  of  Nine  Members"  {Sir  John  B. 
Moxobrat/)  Jan  36,  407  ;  after  abort  debate. 
Moved,  "  That  the  Debato  be  now  adjourned  " 
{Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay) ;  after  further  short 
debato,  Question  put;  A.  43,  N.  809; 
M.  Sffd  ;  (1).  L.  3) 
Original  Question  pat,  and  agreeil  to 
Moved,  "That  the  namo  of  Lord  Edward 
Onvendish  be  placed  open  tho  Committee  " 
( Sir  John  R.  Mototray) ;  alter  short  debate. 
Question  pat,  and  agreed  to;  Ust  of  the 
Committee,  416 

Printtt^  —  Select  Committee  appointed  and 
nominated  FA  19 ;  List  of  the  Committee, 

842 

hitehen  and  Refreahment  Room»{Hou»e  of  Com- 
mont)— Committee  appointed  and  nominated 
Fa  S3 ;  List  of  the  Committee,  1007 

THE  QUEEN'S  SPEECH 

Addreti  to  Her  Majeily,  Notice  of  Amend- 
ments, Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bar- 
clay, Mr.  Hnnter  Jan  21,  86 

The  Qdbkm's  Sferou  having  been  reported  by 
Mr.  Speaker ;  An  humble  Address  thereon 
moved  by  Viscount  Coreok  (the  Motion 
being  seconded  by  Mr.  HoDLDswoBTa}>7'an  31, 
87  ;  after  long  debate.  Moved,  "  That  the 
Debate  be  now  adjoomed"  {Mr.  Sexton); 
Question  pnt,  and  agreed  to ;  Debate  nd- 
joarned 

Debate  rosamed  [Second  Night]  Jan  S3, 103  ; 
after  long  debate,  Debate  further  adjourned 

Debate  resamed  (Third  Night]  Jan  35,  931 

Amendt.  nt  end  of  0th  paragraph,  add 
'*  but  this  House  humbly  expresses  to  Her 
Majesty  their  regret  that  the  Reveanes  of 
India  linve  been  applied  to  defray  the  ex. 
pcnses  of  tbe  military  operations  carried  on 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Ava,  withoot  the  consent 
of  Parliament  as  required  by  '  The  Govern- 
ment of  India  Act,  IPCS'"  {Mr.  Sunter), 
331  :  QnestioD  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  thoro  added ; "  after  debate, 
Amondl.  withdrawn 

Amendt.  to  insert,  after  "  Agrioelturr,"  in  1 1  th 
paragraph,  "and  bumbly  to  represent  tho 
pressing  necessity  for  ■eonring  wlthoat 
dolay  to  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  taoh  con- 
ditions of  tenure  as  will  aid  and  oncourage 
tlicm  to  meet  tlio  new  and  trying  circum- 
stances in  which  the  Agriculture  of  the 
Country  is  pliiced  "  (ifr.  Barelay),  348 ; 
Question  pi-opose<l,  "That  those  words  bo 
there  inserted  ; "  after  debato,  Moved,  <*  That 
the  Debate  be  now  a^onrned  "  (Sir  Bidiard 
Temple) ;  after  farther  short  debate.  Motion 
withdrawn 

Queslion  again  proposed,  "That  those  words 
bo  iboro  inserted,"  804;  aftor  short  delwto. 
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MoT«d,  "  That  the  Debute  be  now  ad- 
journed "  {Mr,  Kimbcr)  :  QaesUon  pot,  and 
ne/!atived 

Qnealion  put,  "That  those  worda  be  thero 
inserted;"  A.  183,  N.  311;  M.  38;  Div 
List.  A.  A  N.  400 
Mnin  Question  proposed  ;  Moved,  "That  the 
T)ebnte  bo  now  ncljonroed  "  (Jff.  Je$$e 
ColUngi) ;  Question  pot,  and  agreed  to ; 
Debate  ndjoorned 
Debate  resumed  [Fourth  Night]  Jan  26,  ii2 
Amendt.  to  insert,  after  "  trAnaient,"  in  Itth 
pnragraph,  "  but  this  Ilouae  humbly  ei- 
presaes  Us  .regret  that  no  measures  arc 
aonoaneed  hj  Uer  Majesty  for  the  preient 
relief  of  these  elasaea,  and  cspeeialljr  Tor 
affording  facilities  to  the  agrioultural  la- 
bourers and  others  in  the  rural  districts  to 
obtftin  allotments  and  small  holdings  on 
equitable  terms  aa  to  rent  and  aeouritj  of 
tenure"  {Mr.  Jeite  Collingt),  443;  Qneation 
proposed,  **  That  those  words  be  there  in- 
serted ; "  after  long  debate.  Question  pat  ; 
A.  339,  N. S0O  i  M.  79 ;  Dtr  Liat,  A.  dt  N.  £20 
Main  Qneatlon,  as  amended,  proposed 
After  short  debate,  Mored,  "  I'hat  the  Debate 
be  adjourned  till  Thursday  "{Mr.  Chaneellor 
of  the  Exekequer) ;  Question  put,  and  agreed 
to 

Moved,  "  That  this  House,  at  the  rising  of  the 
Uonse  this  day,  do  adjourn  till  Thursday  '* 
( 3fr.  Chane<llor  of  the  Exchequer,  Sir  Michael 
Bieki-Beaek) ;  Question  put,  and  agreedto 

Peraonal  Explanation,  Mr.  Llewellyn  Feb  18, 
606 

Debate  resumed  [Fifth  Night]  Feb  18,  607 
After  debate,  Amendt.  at  end  of  16th  para- 
graph, insert  '*  This  House  humbly  expresses 
its  regret  that  in  Her  Mnjesty's  Graoioua 
Speech  the  refcreooo  to  tlia  condition  of  the 
peoplo  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scot- 
land is  of  A  vsgue  and  indoflnita  character, 
and  contains  no  satisfactory  assurance  that 
SDch  Legielation  as  the  serious  nature  of  the 
«nse  demands  will  be  andertaken,  and  ia  of 
opinion  that,  nntU  a  Land  Bill  dealing  in  a 
oomprehenslTo  manner  with  the  prorod  and 
admitted  grievanoes  of  the  Highland  People 
has  been  passed  Into  Iaw,  the  Civil  or  Mili- 
tary Forces  of  the  Crown  should  not  be  em- 
ployed to  evict  those  Peoplo  from  their 
hereditary  homes  "  {Mr.  Maefarlane),  612  ; 
Qaestlon  proposed,  "  That  those  worda  be 
there  inserted  : "  after  further  debntc,  Quea- 
tion  put ;  A.  104,  N.  331 ;  M.  ISO  (D.  I.,  i) 
Mnin  Queation,  aa  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to 
Commitico  appointe>l.  to  dmw  up  an  Address 
to  be  presented  to  Uer  Majesty  upon  the  aaid 
Resolution  ;  List  of  the  Committee,  663 

Report  of  Address  brought  up.  and  read  Feb 
1 8,  0C3  ;  after  short  debate,  Addreaa  agreed 
to 

Uer  Mnjcaly'a  Answer  to  the  Address  reported 
Feb  23,  911 

Condition  of  Ireland,  Question,  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton;  Answer,  Tho  Chancellor  of  the 
Eiohequer  (Sir  Michael  Ilieka-Beaeb) 
Jan  36,  310 


pARLTAlltm— CoSOfOIfS— WHf. 

SUSrXESS  OF  THE  H0OSB 
Questions,  Mr.  Woodali,  Mr.  Labouebero,  Mr. 
Gladstone,  Mr.  Joseph  Gowen,  Mr.  VmtW ; 
Answers,  The  Chnncellor  of  the  Eulieijaer 
(Sir  Michael  Uicks-Beaoh),  Mr.  Speaker 
Jan  20.  420 

New  RnU$  of  Procedure,  Notice  of  B«tol«- 
tiona,  The  Chaneellor  of  the  Exebe^oerfSir 
Miohael  Hicks-Beaeh)  /on  91,  86  ;  dsa- 
tion.  Mr.  Rallies  i  Aniwer,  The  ChaseeUst 
of  tho  Exchequer  (Sir  Miebael  Hiek*-Be>A] 
Jan  36,  320 

Intyoduction  of  Pvblie  Billt,  Observatioot,  U^ 
Joseph  Cowen,  The  Chaneellor  of  tbs  Exel» 
qner  (Sir  Miohael  aioks  Beaeh)/aii  33, 191 

BUSWBSS  OF  THE  SODSE 

Moved,  *■  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  n- 
suming  the  Adjonrncd  Debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress, in  Answer  to  Uer  Majesty's  H(Mt 
tirneions  Speeeh,  have  prrcedenoe,  tMs  da;, 
over  tho  Notices  of  Motion "  ( The  Om- 
eelhr  of  the  Sxehequer,  Sir  Michael  Biih- 
Beach)  Jan  26,  431 

After  short  debate,  Amondt.  to  leaTeosttD 
after  "  precedence  "  to  end  of  Qantioii, 
add  <*  on  all  days  on  which  it  Is  set  dm 
over  Notices  of  Motions  and  Orders  of  tb 
Day"  {Mr.  Parnell);  Question  propond, 
"  That  the  wordi,  Ao. :  **  after  farther  ilun 
debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 

Amendt.  at  end  of  Queation,  add  "and  To- 
monow  over  other  Ordera  of  the  [hjuA 
the  Notieea  of  Motions"  (Sir  WilHamEv- 
court) ;  QaestioR,  "  That  those  words  b( 
there  added,"  pot,  and  agreed  to 

Main  Qaeition,  as  amended,  pat,  and  sgrsed  to 

PRIVATE  BILLS 

Ordered.  "  That  tho  Chairman  of  the  Sdxt 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  bsve  Inn 
to  seek  a  Conference  with  the  Chairnas  of 
Committees  of  tho  Iloase  of  Lords,  Tor  tlie 
purpose  of  determining  (under  Susdiai 
Order  79),  in  which  House  of  Parliament  ibt 
respective  Private  Bills  should  beflntcH- 
sidered,  and  to  report  the  same  to  Ibt 
House"  {Sir  John  Mottrbrai/)  Jan  28 

Police  and  Sanitary  Regulationt  ~  ibd' 
dpal  and  Local  Authoritiei,  Mstsdi 
"That  th«  Comndttee  oF  Selectin  g 
appoint  a  Committee  not  eieeeding  site 
Members,  to  whom  shnll  be  referred  *ll 
Private  Bills  promoted  by  Municipal  isd 
other  Local  Authwiiics,  by  which  it  ii  pnn 
posod  to  create  powers  relating  to  Pelies  or 
Sanitary  Regulations  which  deriate  fnw, 
or  are  in  extension  of,  or  repognant  to.  il» 
General  Law 

That  Standing  Order  17Sa  shaU  be  appl)ea1>l* 
to  all  Billi  referred  to  the  nid  GomaiUN 

That  the  Committee  bftTO  power  in  Meni^ 
persons,  papers,  and  records 

That  Five  be  the  qnonim  "  {Mr.  Broadhvtt) 
Feb  26.  1361  :  Moved.  "  That  the  IMaa 
bo  now  adjourned"  {Mr.  SficAm); 
short  debate.  Motion  withdrawn 

Main  Qoesilon  pa^  ud  agrted  to 

[MO'. 
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Pabuakbrt— Couuon — Mitt. 
RBSIONA  TlOy  OF  MINISTERS 

SMetnent  of  Sir  Mteheut  Bteks-Beaeh,  Chan- 
eellor  of  the  Exchtquer 

Mored,  "  That  this  llouso,  at  ill  rising,  do  ad- 
journ till  Monday  next"  (Mr.  C^emceller  of 
the  Exchequer)  Jan  28,  53S ;  (tnwtlon  put, 
and  agreed  to 

Statement  of  the  ChaaeeUor  0/  th«  Exchequer 

Moved. "  That  tbia  House  witi.  at  tbo  rising  of 
the  House  this  day,  adjourn  till  Thuridaj" 
{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  Feb  I, 
534 ;  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

TBE  NEW  MINISTRY 

Moved,  "That  this  House  will,  at  the  rising 
of  the  House  this  da/,  adjourn  till  Saturday, 
nt  Three  of  the  clock  "  (Ifr.  Jrtufld  Morley, 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury)  Feb  4,  £30 ; 
QueetiOD  pat,  and  agreed  to 

On  Motion  of  tho  Secretary  to  the  Tteatury 
Honsa  adjoarned  till  Tbgrwlay  18tb  Feb* 
rnary  Fth  6 

Thb  Minutrt  or  thb  Bight  Ho».  W.  E. 
Gladstokb  ab  pokmbd  on  Accbptahcb  op 
OvYicitFeb  16,541 

Policy  of  Her  Majetty't  Oovemmtnt,  Minis- 
terial Statement,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
•     Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone):  Observa- 
tioDs,  Sir  Michael  Hicka-Beach       18,  581 

Controverted  Electione 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  do  at< 
tend  this  House  lorthwlLh  with  the  last  Re- 
turn Tor  the  St.  Andrews  District  of  Burghs, 
and  amend  the  tame  by  striking  out  the 
name  ot  Stopheo  Williaaison,  ecqnin  Feb 
18,  560 

Tho  Clerk  of  the  Grown  attending,  amended 
the  same  accordingly 

Order — Argamenlalive  Question*,  Notice  of 
Question,  Colonel  Waring;  Questions,  Mr, 
Sexton,  Mr.  T.  V.  O'Connor ;  Answers,  Mr. 
Speaker  Feb  29, 1190 

Privilege — Inltrfereiiee  of  Peers  in  Election  of 
Members  of  this  House,  Questions,  Mr.  W. 
J.  Corbet,  Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy  ;  Answers,  The 
Attorney  General  (Mr.  Charles  Russell]  Feb 
23.  880;  Questions,  Mr.  T.  U.  Bolton, 
Colonel  Brookfleld  ;  Answers.  Tho  Attorney 
Gencrnl  (Mr.  Cbarlea  UmmII)  Mar  1,  ISM 

Standing  Orders 

Question,  in  Standing  Order  I83a,  in  line  49, 
after  the  word  "Metropolis,"  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  or  Scotland,"  put,  and  agreed  to 
Feb25,  1183;  Question,  in  lineSO.  after  the 
word  "  Department,"  to  insert  the  words 
"  and  as  regards  Scotland,  the  Seoretar/  for 
Scotland,"  put,  and  ngreod  to 

BUSINESSOF  TEE  SOUSE  AND  PUBLIC 
BUSINESS 

The  Chairman  of  Committees,  Questions,  Sir 
Michael  Hioks-Beaofa,  Mr.  Joseph  Cowen, 
Sir  Robert  Fowler;  Answers,  The  First 
I,ord  of  the  Treninry  ( Mr.  W.  E.  Ghulstone) 
F«b  19,  116 


Parliahiht — C0HUOX8 — Busineu  of  (Ae  Bwne 
ami  PiMte  Husineet—ooat. 
Mr.  Leonard  H.  Courtney.  Member  for  tbo 
Bodmin  Division  of  Cornwall,  to  be  Chair, 
man  of  Committees 

Observations,  Sir  Michael  llicks-Beach  ;  Re- 
ply,  Mr.  Speaker ;  Observations,  The  First 
Lord  of  tho  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) 
Feb  23,011 

Moved,  "  That  tho  Notices  of  Motions  relating 
to  I'arliamontary  Procedure  and  East  India, 
Barmah  (Expenses  of  Military  Operations) 
have  prt-cedence  of  the  Orders  of  tho  Day" 
(The  First  Lord  of  the  Treatwry,  Mr.  W. 
E.  Oladstone),  013;  after  short  debate. 
Question  pat,  and  agreed  to 

Moved.  "  That  the  Orders  of  the  Day  subse- 
quent to  the  Order  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Land  Registry  Hill  ILords}  befpostponed 
until  oftor  the  Notice  of  Motion  for  the  in- 
trodootion  of  a  Bill  relating  to  Crofter*  In 
tbe  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland" 
{The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  W.E, 
QladOone)  Feb  26. 1228  ;  Motion  agreed  to 

Observation,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(.Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  Feb  26.  1301 ;  QMS' 
tion,  Lord  Randolph  CfaurohiU ;  Answer, 
Tbe  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W. 
E.  Gladstone)  F^  36,  1394 

The  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Service  Estimates, 
Questions,  Viscount  Folkestone,  Sir  Miohael 
HiekS'Beaeh,  Mr.  Northcote ;  Answers, 
Tbe  First  Lord  of  the  Treasnry  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone]  Mar  3, 1706 

DOUBLE  RETURNS 
County  of  Monaffhan  {Nortitfrn  Division)  and 
County  of  Berry  {Southern  Dirisioti) 
Letter  received  by  Mr.  Speaker  from  Timothy 
U.  Uealy,  Esquire,  elooting  to  servo  for 
South  Derry  Ian  21,  85 
County  of  Carhw  and  Borough  of  Dublin  {Sf 
Stephen's  Oreen  Division) 
Letter  received  by  Mr.  Speaker  from  E.  Dwyer 
Gray,  esquire,   electing  to   serve  for  tbe 
Borough  of  Dublin  (St.  Stephen's  Green 
Division)  Jan  21.  86 

E  astern  Division  of  Donegal  and  Ossory  Divi' 
sion  of  Queen's  County — Mr.  Arthur  O'Con' 
nor,  returned  for  the  Eastern  Division  of 
Donegal,  and  for  tha  Ossory  Difiiioa  of 
Queen's  County,  stated  that  he  dcoted  to  sit 
for  East  Donegal  Jan  38 

Scotland  Diviiion  of  Liverpool  and  Borough  of 
Qalviay 

Letter  received  by  Mr.  Speaker  from  Thomas 
P.  O'Connor,  esquire,  electing  to  serve  for 
the  Scotland  Division  of  Uverpool  Jan  S5. 
405 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS 
List  of  Claims  to  Vote  of  the  Dublin  Port  and 
Docks  Board,  Questions,  Mr.  Peter 
M'Donald,  Mr.  Maeartney ;  Answers,  Tbe 
Chief  Secretary  for  lrolaDd(Mr.  John  Mor- 
ley) Feb  26.  1107 
Lists  of  Voters,  Question,  Sir  Bernhard 
Samuolson  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
ior  tho  Homo  Department  (Mr.  Childers) 
Mar  1, 1531 
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Parujuibni — CouMOVS— Parliamentary  Eleetiant 
— eont. 

Parliamentary  Vitier$ — Hegiiiration  of  Voteri 
—Leqiilation,  Quettioni,  Mr.  Conybenre, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Heaty ;  Aniwen,  The  First  Lord 
of  tb«  Treaiury  (Mr.  V.  E.  QUdatono)  FA 
22,  907 

Stereey  of  ihe  Ballot,  Qaestton,  Mr.  Everett; 
Anawer,  The  SeoreUr;  of  SUto  for  the 
Home  Dopartment  (Hr.  Ohlldm)  Jfor 
1903 

PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTER 

The  iValioiial  EntigH,  Q,ueBtion,  Mr.  Radcliffe 
Cooke  ;  Answer,  A  Lord  or  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Leveaon  Gowet)  Feb  23,  879 

Hmte  of  Coaimoru'  Arraiiffementi  —  Select 
Committee  of  18ft7-8 — Over-erowding  in  the 
Souie,  QuesLion,  Mr.  Mitchell  Henrj  ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  E.  Gladstone)  Feb  22,  907 

ifenUtert'  Placet  —  Attendance  and  PUufS  of 
Mfmbert — Seeuring  of  SeaU,  QaMtlon,  Mr. 
Mitehell  Henry ;  Answer,  Mr.  Speaker 
Jan  36,  427 

Parliament— Bitqualijieation  of  Memh«rs 
—Mr.  Ociavtm  Vavffhan  Morgan 

Moved.  "  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Seleet  Com- 
mittee or  Seven  Membert  to  eonaider  whe- 
ther Mr.  Octavina  Vaogban  Morgan  is  dia> 
qiinliflcd  Trom  sitting  and  Toting  as  a  Uetn- 
ber  of  this  House,  under  the  Statnte  23 
George  3,  c.  46,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon"  {Sir  John  Liibbock)  Feb  19,  839; 
Motion  agreed  to 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  appointing  a  Select 
Committee  to  consider  nhother  Mr.  Ootaviua 
Vnughan  Morgan  is  disqualified  from  sitting 
and  voting  as  a  Member  of  thla  Uouse,  be 
read  and  disoharged"  {Sir  /oAn  Luibeek) 
Feb  S4 

Pabliament — House  op  Lokds 

Repreemtative  Peer  for  Ireland 

Jan  18— Viscount  Bangor,  V.  Earl  of  Erne,  dc- 
ceaaed 


Mepreamtati've  Peer  for  Scotland 

Feb  18— Earl  of  Dundonald,  r.  Lord  Bortb- 
viok,  deceaaed 

Twk  the  Oath  for  the  Firet  Time 
Jan  11— The  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester 
The  Urd  Bishop  of  Soalhwell 

iVtrtf  Peora 

Jatt  19— Sir  Thomas  Bateaon,  baronet,  created 
Baron  Deramore  of  BeWoir  in  the 
county  of  Uown 
Garnet  Joseph  Baron  Wolseley, 
G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  General  and 
General  Officer  Gomniandiog-in- 
Chief  the  Forces  in  Egypt,  created 
Viscount  Wolseley  of  Wolseley  in 
the  county  of  Stafford 

{cent* 


PaRUAIIBIIT — ^LOBDS— PfflfS— oont. 

Henry  John  Montaga-Donglu-SeotI, 
commonly  called  Lord  Denrj  John 
Montagu  -  Donglaa  -  Scott,  cnated 
Baron  Montagu  of  Deaulini  in  tbt 
county  of  Southampton 

The  Right  Honourable  Ghariea  Jote 
Baron  Colville  of  Cnlross  in  that 

Sirt  of  the  Unltod  Kiogdon  ealbd 
eotland.  K.T.,  emded  Bun 
CoWilleof  CnlroMlatheeooRtrif 
Perth 

Jam  31 — John  Henrj  Lord  Fennanagh— Wu 
(in  the  nana!  manner)  introdooeJ 
by  Tirtno  of  a  Patent  dated  tbs 
thirteenth  day  of  January  IS76,lui 
father,  the  first  Baron  (Earl  of 
Erne  in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland,  > 
repreaentativo  I'eer  for  Ireland), 
who  was  created  by  such  Patent, 
never  having  taken  his  seat  as  Lord 
Fermanagh 

Jon  26— William  BuUer  Fallertoa  BaieaEl. 

phlnstone  In  that  part  of  Uie  United 
Kiogdom  ealled  Sootland,  ereatsd 
Baron  Elphinstone  of  Elphinsteie 
in  the  county  of  Haddington 

Feb  8— The  Right  Honourable  Sir  lustra 
Herschell,  Knight,  Lord  ChsDcellor 
of  Great  Britain,  created  Bsroa 
Ilerachell  of  iho  citr  of  Durbam 

Feb  18— Sir  Oharloa  Henry  Mills,  baranst, 
created  Baron  Uillingdoa  of  Oil- 
Ilngdon  In  tbe  county  of  Middle- 
sex 

FA  S8— Sir  Edmund  Beckett,  baronet,  created 
Baron  Grimthorpe  of  Grioithorps 
in  the  East  Ridingof  theeouljaf 
York 

Feb  35— Sir  Henry  Alisopp,  baronet,  ersaled 
Baron  Uindlip  of  Hlndlip  in  ibi 
oonnty  of  Woreester  and  of  Abi^ 
en-le-Dal«  in  tho  eoaotj  of  Dwbf 

Sat  Firtt 

Jan  12— The  Earl  of  BufikiDgbamshire,  after 

the  death  of  his  grandfiitlier 
Jan  10— The  Earl  of  TTilton.  after  the  dcalk 

of  Ilia  brother 
The  Duke  of  Newoastle,  aft«  tha 

death  of  hia  father 
The  Marquess  of  Abercom,  aftsrika 

death  of  hia  father 
Jm  31— The  Viacount  Halifax,aftartbedaatk 

of  his  father 
Ja»  88— The  Lord  Iloagfaton,  after  the  deathof 

bis  father 

Mar  4— Tbe  Karl  of  Stradbroke.  after  tbe 
death  of  bis  hther 

Parliament — House  of  Oohhovs 

Neto  Writs  Imted 

Jan  31— JFw  Croydon,  v.  Sir  William  flrsst- 
bam,  knight,  one  of  the  Jnstietsaf 
Her  Majesty's  High  Coart  of  Jof 
tice 

For  Armagh  County  (Mid  Division), 
V.  John  M'Kane,  esquire,  d«ceaied 

For  Edinburgh  (South  Kviaioa^  r. 
Sir  George  Harrisoa,  knight,  de< 
esasod 
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pAntAimr  — OoHHOirB— Writi  Itiudi— 
eont. 

For  Ctirlow  Ooanty,  t>.  Bdmond  Dwyer 
Gn-j,  eaquire,  who, having  been  re- 
turned AS  a  Member  for  the  aaid 
Conntj  or  Oarlow,  and  also  Tor  the 
Boroagb  of  Dublin  (St,  Stephen's 
Green  Division),  hath  elected  to  sit 
for  the  Borough  of  Dablin  (St. 
Stepbea'i  Greon  Division) 

Fvr  Uonaghan  Cotintjr  (Northern  Di- 
vision], r.  Timothy  M,  Healj, 
eaquire,  who,  having  been  returned 
as  a  Member  for  tho  said  Countj  of 
Monaghan  (Northern  Division), 
and  also  for  (he  County  of  Derrj 
(Southern  Division),  hath  elected 
to  sit  for  the  County  of  Derry 
(Southern  Division) 

Feb  I— For  Galway,  v.  Thomas  P.  O'Connor, 
eaqolre,  who,  having  been  returned 
as  a  Member  for  the  said  Borough 
ofGalway.andalsoforthe  Borough 
of  Liverpool  (Seotiand  Division), 
hath  elected  to  lit  for  the  Borough 
of  Liverpool  (Scotland  Division) 

For  Queen's  County  (Oswry  Dirlsion}, 
V.  Arthur  O'Connor,  mqoirfl,  who, 
having  beon  returned  as  a  Member 
for  the  said  Queen's  County  (Ossory 
Division],  and  also  for  the  County 
of  Donegal  (Eastern  Division),  hath 
elected  to  sit  for  the  County  of 
Donegnl  (Gnstern  Division] 
F«b  4— For  Edinburgh  County,  v.  Right 
faonble.  William  Ewnrt  Gladstone, 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

For  Derby  Borough,  v.  Right  honbte. 
Sir  William  Vernon  Harcourt, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

For  Edinburgh  (Southern  Division), 
V.  Right  honble.  Hugh  Culling 
Eardley  Ghildera.  Secretary  of 
Sute 

For  Stirling  District  of  Burghs,  v. 
lUght  honbl*.  Henry  Oampbcll- 
Bumerman,  Secretary  of  State 

For  Birmingham  (Western  Division), 
V.  Right  honble.  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain, President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board 

For  Hawick  District  of  Burghs,  v. 
Right  faonble.  George  Otto  'frevel- 
yan.  Secretary  for  Scotland 

For  Sheffield  Borougli  (Brigbtside 
Division),  v.  Right  honble.  Anthony 
John  Mundella,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade 

For  Hackney  Borongb  (South  Divi- 
^00),  V.  Charles  RosseH,  esquire. 
Attorney  General 
Feh  0 — Ftr  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  v.  John 
Morley,  esquire,  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

For  Leeds  (Southern  Division),  v. 
Right  honble.  Sir  Lyon  Playfair, 
Vice  President  of  the  Council 

For  Great  Grimsby,  v.  Edward 
Heneage,  eaquire,  Cliaocellor  of  the 
Dnshy  of  Lancaster 

[«oiif. 


F&Bmicun  —  Cmnioiti  — )Jrcw  Wriu  Imud— 
coot. 

For  Berwick  Connty.  v.  Honble.  Ed* 
ward  Marjoribanks,  Oontroller  of 
the  House  hold 
For  Bedford  County  (Southern  Divi- 
sion), V.  Cyril  Flower,  esquire,  Com- 
miasioner  of  the  Treatary 
Fur  Stafford  County  (North  Western 
Division),  v.  .George  Granville 
LevcBon  Gower,  esqatrc,  Gommfs* 
sioner  of  the  Treasury 
For  Clackmannan  and  Kinross,  v. 
Right  honble.  John  Blair  Balfour, 
Lord  Advocnlc  of  Scotland 
For  Elgin  District  of  Burghs,  v.  Alex- 
ander  Asher,  esquire.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Solicitor  General  for  Scot- 
land 

For  Banff  County,  v.  Robert  William 
Duff,  esquire,  Commissioner  of  the 
Admiralty 
For  Northampton  County  (Mid  Divi* 
sioo),  V.  Iloobte.  Charles  Robert 
Spencer,  Groom  in  Waking 
18— For  Flintshire,  v.  The  Right  honble. 
Richard  de  AguitaGroavenor,  com* 
monly  called  hori  Richard  Grot- 
venor,  Cbiltem  Hundreds 
For  Somerset  County  (Southern  Di- 
vision), V.  The  Right  honble.  Fred, 
erick  Edward  Gould  Lambnrt, 
commonly  called  Viscount  Eil- 
coursie.  Vice  Chamberlain  of  the 
Household 

For  Cardiff  Boroogfa,  v.  Sir  Edward 
James  Reed,  K.G.B.,  Commis^oner 
of  the  Treasury 
For  Boroufth  of  Grantham,  v.  John 
Willinm  Meltor,  esqoire.  Judge  Ad- 
vocate General 

Feb  31— For  the  Battersea  Division  of  the 
Borough  of  Battersea  and  Clapham, 
V.  Octavi  us  Vaugban  Morgan^ 
esquire.  Manor  of  Nortbetead 

mo  Jfemltr*  Sworn 

Jam  28— The  Hon.  Sidn^  Herbert,  Croydon 
F«6  l—Rigbt  Don.  Hugh  Colling  Ennlley 
Childers,    Burgh   of  adttAurgh 
{South  Diviiion) 

F^  18— John  Aloysius  Blake,  esquirv,  Corlow 

County 

The  Honble.  Edward  Maijorlbaoki, 

Berwick  Comty 
The  Right  honble.  Sir  William  Oeoqie 
Granville  Venablea  Vernon  Har- 
court, knight,  Derbjf  Borou^ 
Alexander  Asher,  esquire,  SIgin  Dig- 

triet  of  Burghs 
The  Right   honble.   Anthony  John 
Mundella,  Sh^ld  {Brighliide  Di- 
vitiom) 

Cyril  Flower,  esquire,  Bedford  County 

{Luion  Divuion) 
The  Right  honble.  John  Horley,  New' 

eastfe  upon  Tyne 
The  Right  honble.  John  Blair  Bal- 
four, Combined  CountUi  of  Ciack- 
m«mM»  and  Kmrtti 

r«on<. 
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Pabuaiiixt— GomKwa — New  Mmhert  Sworn—' 
eont. 

Tho  HooM«.  Clwrin  Etolwrt  Sjwnoer, 
Northampton  Ctwnfy  (JKZif  Divi- 
non] 

1%«  Right  hooble.  Edward  IleDemge, 

QrecU  Qrimthy 

Ch«rleB  Russell,  otqoin,  EttdcMy 
(SetUh  Dieition) 

The  Ui  jht  honbl«.  Gsorge  Otto  Tre- 
Telyan,  Bawiek  VUtriel  of  Burghs 

Tlio  Right  honbla.  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain, fsirmingham  {Wett  Division) 

The  Right  honblc.  Sir  Lyon  Pluyfair, 
K.C.B.,  Leeds  (South  Diviiion) 

Robert , William  Duff,  esquire,  ^onjf 
Coutttj/ 

Tho  Right  honblo.  Ilagh  Gulling 

Eardley  Cbilders,  Ihtrgh  of  Edxn- 

bwgh  {SmUh  Division) 
The  Right  hoiible.  Ilenry  Campbell- 

Banoorman,  Stiriitig  Dittriet  of 

Burghs 

George  Granvillo   Leveson  Cower, 
esquire,  Stafford  Cownty  {North 
IFeitern  Division) 
Sir  Jnmos  Porter  Oorry,  baronet, 

Armagh  Countu  (Mid  Division) 
The  Right  honblc.  William  Ewart 
Gladstone,  Edinburgh  County 
Rb  19— Stephen   O'Mara,  eiquiro,  Queen's 

County  (Ossory  Division) 
Feb  29— Williatn  llenrr  O'Sbea,  esqnire,  Oal- 

way  Borough 
JVi  35— Right  honble.  Frederick  Edward 
Goald  Lambart,  commonly  called 
Viscount  Kiloonrsie,  Somerset 
County  {Soittliern  Division) 
John  Willinm  Mellor,  esquire,  Grant 
ha7H 

Mar  1— Sir  Edward  James  Reed,  K.C.B., 

Cardiff  Borough 
Patrick  O'Brien,  esquire,  Monaghait 

County  (Xbrthern  Division) 
Octnvius  Vaughan  Morgan,  esqoirc, 

Baltertea 

Parliamentary  Elections  Bill  {Mr. 

Conybeare,  Mr.  Macdonnld  Cameron,  Mr. 
Lttwson,  Mr.  Sobhouse,  Mr.  Shirley) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read        Joa  33  [Bill  83] 

Parliamentary  Elections  (Polls)  Bill 

(Jfr.  Joseph  Coteen,  Mr.  Labouehere,  Mr. 
Agnew) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  V  •  Jan  33  [Bill  24] 

Parliamentary    ElecUons  (Eetnrning 
Officers'  KEpenses)  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Jfr.  Tuite,  Mi;  Chanes,  Mr.  Timothy  Rarring- 
Um,  Mr,  Mauriee  Bealy,  Mr.  Alexander 
Hlane) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Jan  33  [Bill  8] 

Parliamentary    Elections  (Betnming 
Officers'  Expenses  (Scotland)  Bill 

[Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Barclay,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr. 
EeslsMont,  Mr.  Edmund  Sobertton) 
e.  Ordered ;  read  I*  •  Jan  33  [Bill  61] 


Parliamentary  FraaeMse  Kll 

{Mr.  MouUoHt  Mr.  A.  Aetand,  Mr.  ItiUmy») 
e.  Ordered ;  read  1«  •  Uar  3         [Kit  1>4] 

Parliamentary  Franchise  (Eiteimoa  to 
Women)  Bill  {Mr.  wm, 

Sir  Robert  Fowler,  Mr.  Eouldsieorlh,  Jfr. 
llUngworth,  Mr.  Stansftld,  Mr.  Yorb) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !<>*  Jan  33  [BUI  70] 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  now  be  read 
Feb  13, 688 ;  after  short  debate,  Moved,  "Tbat 
the  Debate  1m  now  adjourned  "  {Sir  Bewy 
Jamet) ;  after  farther  abort  debau,  Qiw- 
tionput:  A.103,N.  1«9:  M.6T(D.Ll} 
Original  Qaestiou  pat,  aud  agreed  to;  Bill 
read  V 

ParliaiMntary  Procedure 
SeUet  Committee  en  Procedure,  QaestioD,  Ur. 
Norris ;   Answer.  The  First  Lord  of  tb 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  B.  Gladatooe)  f«t  H, 
905 

Moved,  "  That  a  Select  Commitue  be  tf- 
pointed  to  consider  the  qucitioo  of  Preee* 
dura  in  the  Uouse  of  Commons,  and  ts  re- 
port as  to  the  amendmont  of  eiistioj  Rula, 
and  upon  anj  New  Rules  mhieU  tbsj  atj 
consider  desirable  for  the  aSScieat  dopilth 
of  business "  (Tm  Firtt  Lord  of  Ae 
sury,  Mr.  W.  E.  Oladstone)  Feb  tt,m; 
after  debate,  Motion  agreed  to 

Questions,  Question,  Captain  Vernejr ;  Aura, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  V.  £. 
Gladatooe]  Feb  38,  1393 

Parliamentary  Voters  (S^;istratioii]fiIl 

{Sir  Julian  Ooldtntd,  Mr.  Labouehtn,  Mr. 
Robson,  Mr.  M'lver) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1»  •  Feb  19         [Bffl  !¥)] 

Pabneix,  Mr.  C.  S.,  Cork 

Belfast  Main  Drainigo,  Res.  1740 
Imperial  Revenue  (Ireland  and  Great  ^tiii], 
Res.  1063 

Irolaad— Irish  National  Loagoe— Uurdtr  of 

Mr.  Cnrtin,  1530 
Haintenance  of  Social  Order  (Ireland),  Rh. 

1925 

Parliament — Baslaen  of  the  Ilouie,  hmuH. 
435,  443 
Order  of  Business,  430 
Parliament— Queen'a  Speech,  Address  in  Ai- 
Bwer  to,  101, 187 

Payment  of  Members  Bill    {Mr.  Sfmitf. 

Mr.  Labouehere,  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Sifi- 
Einnear,  Mr.  Conybeart) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Feb  34         [BiU  lH] 

Fbabob,  Mr.  W.,  Lanark,  Qwm 
Glasgow  Bridges,  Ao.  2R.  IS58 
Nav/  Eipenditure,  1909 

Pbase,  Sir  J.  W.,  Durham,  £»n^ 
Cattle 

China  —  Chefeo  CoBTention  —  The  Opi(" 
Dntiei.lS80 

[Mi: 
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Puai,  Sir  J.  W.—otmL 

Goal  Mines  RegnlatiOD  Act  (1673)  Amend- 
ment, SR. 1863 

IreUnd— Lord  Randolph  Charohill  «t  BelfiiBt, 
1049 

liKW  and  Juatiod  (England) -Pnblle  Excea- 

tioni,  1383 
Midland  KnWwtj,  3R.  1C73 

Pbxl,  Bight  Hon.  A.  W.  (w  Speakbb, 

The) 

Fuel,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  E.,  BlaeJcbum 
Church  of  England — Coxwold  Rectory  and 

Trinit;  College,  Cambridge,  1212,  1213 
Compenaation  for  Damages^  1886 ;  3  H.  3000, 

2004,  3013 

Hetropolia,  Disturbances  in  the — Aotion  of  the 

Home  Department,  Explanation,  605 
Supply — Colonial  Local  Revenue,  ie.  1350 

Dover  Harbour,  730,731,  735,  ?S7 

Foreign  Office,  761 

SuperanDoation  and  Retired  Allowances, 
1357 

Pelly,  Majo^-G^ene^al  Sir  L.,  Baekney, 
N. 

Ilivers  Pollution  (River  Lea),  Motion  for  a 
Select  Gomnittee,  1348 

Petuiont— Grants  and  Commutation  oj 
Pwmanent  Prntion* 
Queatlons,  Mr.  Brsdlangh,  Mr.  Lnbonahere : 
Answers,  Tho  Seoretarjr  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Feh  36, 1378  ;  Qaas- 
tions,  Hr.  Bradlaagh  ;  Answers,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  U. 
Fowler)  Jfiu- 1.  1040 

Pkbcy,  Lord  A.,  St.  Georgt^a,  Hanover 

Square 

Army— Enfield  Small  Arms  Faotory,  1235 
Hyde  Park  Corner  (New  Streets),  2R.  Araendt. 
164S 

Metropolis,  Distorbanoes  in  the— Action  of  the 
Uome  Department,  Explanation,  083,  605 

Hetropolia— Metropolitan  Poliee  Force— Or- 
ganixation,  Res,  1303,  1412 

PicKABD,  Mr.  B.,  York,  W.  R.^  Norman- 
ten 

Coal  Minei  Regulation  Act  (1873)  Amend- 
ment. SR.  1858 

PjoEEBsaii.L,  Mr.  E.  H.,  Bethnal  Grew, 

8.W. 

Inland  Revenue  Department— Lower  Division 

Clerks,  1530 

PiOTON,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Leieetter 

Church  of  England  —  Gonvoeation  —  "  The 

House  of  Laymen,"  1 195 
Croften  (Scotland)  (No.  S),  Motion  Tor  Leave, 

1336 

Metropolis,  Disturbances  in  tlio — Action  of  the 
Uome  Department,  Explanation,  603 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  648 

TOL.  OOOn.       [third  8BEIW.] 


Platfaib,  Eight   Hon.    Sir  Lyon 
(Yioe  President  of  the  Oounoil  for 
Education),  Leeds,  8, 
Charity  Commissionors — Schemes  for  Christ's 

Hospital,  1025,  1875 
Education  Departmen^Qnestioni 

Corporal  Pnoishmeiit  in  Schools— Hillei- 

den  Nalionil  School,  705 
Elementary  Schools  —  Free  Edaoatioa, 
1031 

Teobnioal  Education,  1755 
Endowed  Schools  Act,  HoUon  for  a  Select 

Committee,  1006 
London  School  Board  Election  Expenses,  1884 

Plttveet,  Eight  Hon.  D.  E.  (First 
Oommissioner  of  Works),  Dublin 
University 
General  Gordon— A  Public  Monument,  430 

{Aft$r  Resignation) 
Hyde  Park  Corner  (New  Streets),  2R.  1647 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An< 
swer  to.  607,  610,  611 

Poiaons^  Sale  of — Zegiilation 

Question,  Observations,  The  Earl  of  Mill- 
town  ;  Reply,  The  Lord  President  of  the 
C!ouT.oil  (Earl  Spencer)  Feb  26,  1349 

Police  Constables*  Pensioiu  BiU 

{Lord  Claud  Jiahn  Samilton,  Sir  Smy  . 
Setmn  -  Ibbetton,  Mr.  Saiiee,  Sir  Oeuye 
Itmteili 

0.  Ordend;  nad  I*"  Ja»  38  [BiU  88] 

Police  Forces  Enfranchisement  BiU 

(Sir  Menry  Selwin-Itthttton,  Lord  Claud 
Samilton,  Mr.  Radetiji  Cooke,  Mr.  CoweOf 
Sir  George  Sutsell) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1"  •  Ja»  83  [BUI  8] 

Poliee  Superannuation  and  Petuiono  BiU 
QnesUon,  Sir  Henry  Selwtn*IbbetBon ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment ( Mr.  CbildersJ  FA  35,  1808 

Poor  taw 

Derivative  Settlemenii,  Question,  Mr.  Norton  : 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  Gorern- 
ment  Board  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  Afar  1» 

1520 

Outdoor  Rstief  during  the  EmtHng  Dittreti, 
Questions,  Mr.  Isaacs  :  Answers,  I'he  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone), 
The  President  of  the  Local  Goverament 
Board  (Mr.  J.  Gbamberiain)  Feb  18. 091 

Poor  Law  Qnardians  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.  Edward  Earrington,  Mr.  Edmond  Dwger 
Orajf,  Mr,  Sexton,  Mr.  Timotiy  Beafy,  Mr. 
Jordan) 

e.  Ordered;  i«ad  I**  /on  88        .  0] 

8  Y 

Digitized  by  Google 


FOB 


POS 


[INDEX 
SOI. 


POS 


PUB 


Port  and  Harbonr  Authorities  Bill 

(jfr.  Matthew  Kmny,  Mr.  Biggar,  Mr.  Jutttn 
Bmtly  McCarthy,  Mr.  Ptter  M'Donald,  Mr. 
Jam**  0*Dohtrty,  Mr.  Timothy  E»rrington) 

«.  Ordered  ;  read  !<>•  Jan  92         [Bill  40] 

POSTJCASTEB    GeNEIUL    {»M  MaITKKES, 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  B.) 
Post  Office  (QwiUona) 

Extra  Pottage,  Question,  Mr.  E.  Ilider  Cook  ; 
Answer,  The  SeoreUry  to  the  'rroMury{Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  Mar  1.  1S37 

MaiU  between  Cyprus  and  Alexandria,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Howard  Vineent ;  Aniwer,  The 
Under  SeereUry  of  Stale  for  the  ColonieB 
(Mr.  Uiboma  Morgnn)  Feb  2S,  1389 

P»aai  l/ttfen,  Tke-^Bxtention  to  Auiiralaiia, 
Qoestlona,  Mr.  neoniker  Ileaton  ;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  U. 
Fowler]  Fe6  SS,  679  ;  Feb  25,  1333 

Port  Cardt,  QuestEon,  Mr.  Northooto  ;  An- 
•wer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treaeury  (.Mr. 
UeiU7  n.  Fowler)  Mar  1, 1034 
CoIoti£ei2  Pat  Oard$t  Qnestion,  Mr.  Ilenaiker 
Heaton  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trca- 
aury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowlor)  Mar  4,  1900 
The  C'nivtfrnfMS,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Shirley;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  to  the  TreaSDry  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  30,  130S  ;  Question, 
Sir  John  R.  Mowbray ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  tbe  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  U. 
Fowler)  Mar  4, 1900 

Th4  Parcel  Pott 

AurtraHa  and  New  Zealand,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Spensley;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treosory  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  39, 

1020 

Cenneetion  with  France  and  Jtaly,  QuesUon, 
Mr.  Henniker  Heaton ;  Answer,  The  Fost- 
naalerQeneral  (Lord  John  Manners)  Jan  30, 
800 

FroMeand  En^and,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Henniker 
HeatOB :  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  U.  Fowler)  Feb  25, 
13)9 

Carrioffe  of  Parcelt  in  Suburban  and  Rural 
DUlriete  —  Letter  Carriers,  Qnestion,  Mr. 
Boord  :  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  23,  879 
Rural  Letter  Carriert,  Question,  Sir  Kiolinrd 
Webster;  Answer.  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasary  (Mr.  Henf7  H.  Fowler)  Mai  4, 
1890 

Telegraph  Department 

Addreiaee  o/  Tetegrtmt,  Question,  Mr.  Sexton ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  ( Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler)  Mar  1,  1030  ;  Question, 
Ocdcnel  Nolan  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  Mar  4, 
1890 

Delivery  oj  Telegraau,  Question,  Mr.  For- 
wood  I  Answer,  Tbe  Secretary  to  tbe  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  ilenry  H.  Fowler)  Feb  88,  888 

Overhead  Telegraph  and  TeUpkotte  H'iret — 
TAe  Reeent  Snoioitorm,  Question,  Sir  Ilenry 
Tyler;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Lord  John  ManneraJ  Jan  80,  S07 ;  Quee- 

COORI. 


Post  Owwiom—TeUffra^  Deyartmmd  coat. 

tioo,  Mr.  M'Irer  ;  Answer.  Tbe  Seanter 
to  the  Local  Goremment  Board  (Mr.  Jew 
Collings)  Mori,  1899 
Telegraph  Clerkt  —  Sunday  Werk,  Qnnliti, 
Mr.  Howard  Vincent ;  Answer,  The  imt- 
tary  to  the  Treasary  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Ftvltr; 
Mar  i,  1878 

Pott  Office — Sulmarijie   Telegraph  Cn- 
tract  {St.  Vincent  to  the  WutCte^ 
of  Africa) 
Moved,  "  That  the  Contraet,  dated  tke  Ittk 
day  of  Janusry  1886,  Tor  the  GmtrnetLcn of 
a  Submarine  Telegraph  Line  from  tbe  Hoi 
of  St.  Vincent  to  the  Vest  Cotst  of  A&ia 
be  approred  "  (Jfr.  Benry  B.  iWfcrJJ&rl, 
1663  ;  after  short  debate,  Debtte  adjoomi 
Debate  resamed  Mur  4,  2013 
MoTcd,  "  That  the  Debate  bo  now  adjwraeJ' 
{Mr.  Labouckere)  ;  after  short  dcb»ie,(l«H- 
tion  pot,  and  agreed  to  ;  Debate  adjoanxJ 

PovELL,  Mr.  F.  8.,  Wi^an 

Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  AnsBdaaL 

3R.  1087 
Labonr  Statistics,  Res.  1779 

PoTEE,  Mr.  P.  J.,  TFaterferd,  B. 
Supply^Hublio  Ednoation,  Irelaod,  lilO 

PaiOB,  Captain  G.  E.,  Devonport 
Admiralty,  The^Naval  Peaslon*,  ISO! 
Groenwleb  HMpital  Pennons,  ISM 
Woolwloh  Arsenal— Discharge  of  Wtrtm 
19)8 

Fbdee  Ministeb  («m  SAuamiT,  Hv* 
qnesa  of) 

P£DCB  BCimSIBB         GliASSTOSB,  Biglit 

Hon.  "W.  E.) 
Private  Bill  Legialslion  Bill  l"^- 

Sellar,    Sir  Lyon  Playfair,  Mr. 
Mr.  John  MforUy,  Mr.  Robtrtto») 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«»  Ja»  28  [BIIIM] 

Private  Lunatic  Asylnms  (Ireland)  ffl 

{Mr.  WiUiam  Corbet,  Mr.  Siilwyn,  Ut.t. 
J.  Power,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Maym] 
e.  Ordered  ;  read     •  Jan  25  [Bill  8Sj 

Probation  of  First  OffenderB  Bill 

(Jfr.  So*eard  Vincent,  Sir  Btnry 
Ibbetem,  Sir  Algernon  Borthwiek,  Mr.Lat- 
urn,  Mr.  Molloy) 
c.  Ordered ;  read  1»  •  Jan  32  [BiU  *j 

PMc  BetUth  Act,  1875  -ie«tfW*/ 
Dead  Bodici 
Question,  Mr.  J.  E.  Johnson-Feryoioo;  A* 
awer.  The  President  of  the  1.omI 
meat  Board  (Mr.  J.  Cbamberfiin)  ft*  »- 
1084  Uetrtpm 
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Public  Health  Aots  (ImproTement  Ex- 
penses) Bill  (Mr.  Doddt,  3ir  Edward 
Jtetd,  Mr.  AmiAd  ^rltff,  Mr.  William 
Coot,  Mr.  BuUard) 

e.  Ord«Nil ;  Kkd  1-  •  Jan  n  |.BiU  7] 

Pmhlie  I^rariMt  ParlutmmUay  Pojuri 
for 

Queition,  Mr.  Kenrick  ;  Answer,  The  Score. 
Urr  to  the  TreMnrjr  (Mr.  Henr;  11.  Fovler) 
Mar  i,  18S1 

Batra-Parliamentttry  Speeehei 
Diiloyai  Meeting  at  the  Criterion  Re$taarant, 
Qneetioo,  Mr,  Baamano  ;  Answer,  The  At- 
torney Gfln«r«l  (Mr.  Ch&riai  Rauell)  Feb  20, 
1386 

Spueliof  Lord  Randolph  Churchill  at  Bel/att, 
Qnestione,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Seoretarj  for  Ireland  (.Mr.  John  Morley) 
Feb  10,  717  ;  Feb  34.  1116  ;  Question,  Mr. 
Newnes;  Answer,  The  Seoretory  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Childora) 
Feb  35,  1334;  Question,  Lord  Randolph 
ChurohiU ;  Aniwer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladttono)  Feb  36. 
ISdS  I— Extra  Police,  Question,  Mr.  John- 
ston ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Seorettiry  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  John  Morley)  Mar  1.  1535  ;  Oii- 
serTations,  Sir  Michael  Hioks-Beaoh  ;  Re- 
ply, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  E.  Gladatone),  1547 

Speech  of  Mr.  ChamAerlaiH  at  Birmitigham  — 
"  Raneom,"  Question,  Baron  Henry  do 
Worms  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local 
Go?emment  Board  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain) 
Feb  33,  870  ;  Notice  of  Question,  Visconnt 
Grimston  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  J.  Clutnber- 
lain)       33,  1018 

Speech  0/  Mr.  Thomoi  Sughea  at  Ckeeter, 
Qaestiona,  Mr.  Johns,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  ; 
Answers,  The  Attorney  General  (Mr,  Charlea 
Russell)  Feb  33, 1018 

Speech  of  Mr.  John  MorUy  at  Chehneford, 
Questions,  Baron  Henry  da  Worms,  Mr,  T. 
P.  O'Coonor ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Seoretary 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Jobn  Morley)  FA  33,  001 

Pullie  OJjkta  (Situ) 

Mored  to  rewlro  **  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House  no  farther  steps  either  of  demolition 
or  oonstmction  ought  to  be  taken  under  the 
Public  Offioes  Site  Act  before  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  board  the  deputation  from 
the  Institute  of  Architects,  arranged  to  take 
place  on  the  1st  of  March  next "  ( The  Lord 
Stratheden  and  Campbell)  Feb  35,  1170; 
after  abort  debate,  Motion  withdrawn 

Obaervationa,  Mr.  Bereaford  Hope ;  Reply, 
The  Cbaneellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Hareonrt)  Mori,  1999 

PuhUe  Paris  and  Recreation  CfrimiuU — 
PuhUe  Park  at  Dulwieh 
Question,  Mr.  Banmann  ;  Answer,  TbeOhair- 
man  of  tlie  SMropelitan  Board  of  Work* 
(Sir  JuMi  M'GmUUofi)  Mar  4, 1900 


PiTLESTON,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Dtvwnpwt 

Ireland — Lunnoy,  1768 

Metropolis,  Disturbaoces  in  tfae — Action  of  the 
Home  Department.  Explaaatien,  606 

Parliamentary  Franohise  (Extenrion  to 
Women),  8R.  691,709 

Unarter  Senioiu  (Borong^)  Bill 

{Mr.  Powell  muiam,  Mr.  John  Bright, 
Mr.  fferbert  aiaditonCt  Mr.  SoMawcrth) 
e.  Orderad ;  read  l"  •       32  [Bill  37] 

Baikes,  Eight  Hon.  H.  0.,  Camhridgs 
Unwereity 
Parliament — New  Rnlei  of  Proeednre,  380, 

321 

Parliament— Committee  of  Seleetion,  Nomina- 
tion of  Committee,  416 
Parliamentary  Oath  (Mr.  Bradlaagh),  418 
Poal  OfflM— Tbe  Unirersitiea,  1309 

Railway  Begulation  Bill    (JA*.  channing, 

Mr.  Joitph  Leieetter,   Mr.  John  -  Wiliou 
(Durham),  Mr.  C.  S.  Parker,  Mr.  Jacob}/, 
Mr.  Lawion) 
e.  Ordered ;  read  l"  •  Feb  19  [Bill  07] 

JtaiUeajfa 

Couplingt,  Question,  Mr.  Ghanning  ;  Ansirer, 
The  Hresiilent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Mundella)  Feb  30,  1193 

Fith  Traffic  Rites,  Question,  Mr.  Hoedonald 
Cameron;  Answer,  The  Freudent  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr,  E.  Stanhope)  Jam  30, 
419 

Railway  Rates— Legiilation,  Questions,  Mr. 
Maodonald  Cameron,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Connor ;  Answers,  The  President  of 
tfae  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mundella)  Feb  33, 
697 

Bahbat,  Mr.  J.,  FalHrk,  ^c. 

Croftera  (Scotland)  (No.  3),  Motion  for  Lean, 
1834 

Bates  (Bablia)  BiU       (ifr.  ffAwAy,  Mr. 

Edmond  Dwyer  Gray,  Mr.  Mayne,  Mr. 
Senry  Gill,  Mr.  Timothy  Harrington^ 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  ,/(m  S3  [  Bill  31] 

Rathbone,   Mr.   W.,  Carnarvonshire, 
Arfon 

Supply— Orange  River  Territory,  Ae.  1618 

Real  Aisets  AdminiBtration  Bill  (^r. 

Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  M'Laren,  Mr.  MoUoy) 
e.  Ordered;  read  !•  •  Feb  33  [BUI  100] 

Rboebsale,  Earl  of  (Ohairman  of  CTom- 
mittees) 

Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  OtBoe  of,  and  Office 
of  Gentleman  Uaher  ot  the  BUck  Rod,  Ap- 
pointment end  NomioatiOD  of  Srieot  Com- 
inittM^lSOO 
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Bedhord,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Wexford^  N. 
Army  (DtMbargcd  and  Innlldod  Men) — Chs 

of  Miebael  Ueran,  lat  Ro7*l  Iriah,  1024 
Labonrm  (Inland)  Aet*  AnMndmaot,  2R. 

ISiO.  164S 

Bbdhohd,  Mr.  W.  H.  E.,  F$nMmMgh, 

Supply— OouUbnlary  Fotm  In  Ireland,  839, 
881 

Begirtntion  of  Toten  drelud)  Bill 

(Mr.  Dittim,  Mr.   Mauries   SttU^,  Mr. 
CAoMV,   Mr.  TimotAjf  S*m'.y,  Mr.  Bar. 
riff  torn,  Mr.  SwiaU) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1"  •/<tn  32  [Bill  13] 

BxiD,  Ut.  H.  G.,  Attw  Manor 
Croftere  (SeoUand)  (No.  3),  HoUod  fat  Leare. 
1983 

Bemoral  Ternu  (Borghi)  (ScotUnd)  Aet 
(1881)  Amendment  Bill  { Mr. 

Edmund  Bob«rt$on,  Mr.  J.   W.  Barclay, 
Mr.  Eugene  Waeon) 
c.  Orders];  read  l**  Febi%  [Bill  105] 

B^iresentation  of  the  People  Act  (1884) 

Extension  Bill  {Sir  Sohtrt  Fowler, 

Mr.  UonH  CpAm,  Mr.  Bunt,  Sir  Stgter 
Letkbridge) 

t.  Ordend  ;  read  1>  •  7«t  33  [Bill  3S] 

BtOHABD,  Mr.  H.,  Merthyr  I^dvil 

£aet  India,  Burmah  (Eipenwa  of  Military 

Operations),  R«b.  930 

BiFON,  Marquess  of 
Barawh  (Military  EMOvtione)— Tbe  Provost 
Harahai,  183,  374 

{Firtt  Lord  of  the  Admiralty) 
NftTj— GoMt  Defenoei.  1010,  1013 

BiTomx,  Mr.  0.  T.  (Seoretarr  to  the 
Admiralty),  7bv«r  SamM$,  8t, 
Qtorgt^t 

Navy  Eatiouitei— Shipbailding  Votea,  430 

Rtnynation) 
Bariali— Bnrial  Oronnde  Bill,  1041 
Hetropolla,  Diatorbanoea  in  the — Action  of  the 

Home  Department,  Explanation,  604 
Metropolii — Metropolitan  Police  Force— Or - 

(aniiation.  Res.  1407,  1400,  1410 
Navy  (Sopplemeotary  BatimatM.  1885-6)— 

Nftvy  Servleea,  1398 
Sapply— Dover  Harbonr,  740, 741 

Biren  Pnrificfttion  Bill     (Mr.  Saetingt, 

Sir  Biward  Sirkbeei,  Lord  CharUi  Bern- 
fprd,  air  W.  Ouyer  Bttnter,  General  Sir 
Wmtm  Crtmmut,  Colonel  Sandye} 
«.  Orteed  I  tMd  1*  •  A»  39         [BUI  101] 


Rivera  Pollution  {River  Lea) 

Moved, "  That  a  Seieet  Committee  be  anointed 
to  inqoin  into  and  report  opeo  the  oosditiaa 
of  Uie  River  Lea,  and  to  make  sooli  recom- 
mendatioDS  fia  may  appear  neoovary  "  (Jfr. 
Attorney  Qenerat)  Feb  26. 1849 ;  after  abort 
debate.  Motion  agreed  to 

Seieet  Committee  nominated  Mar  4  ;  LiM  of 
the  Committee.  3014 

Jiivtr  7%awutt  PoUtOien  •/ Ou—Sopori  of 
the  Royal  Commtnon 
(^oeatioDS,  Mr.  Thorold  Rogers ;  Aoaven,  Tto 
Secretary  of  State  iat  the  Hone  Depart* 
nent  (Mr.  ChUders)  Feb  3fi,  1330 

BoBERTSOir,  Mr.  E.,  Jhtndee 

Land  Registry  Oflloe— The  Regietrar,  430 
Scotland — Collegiate  Appointmenta,  1318 

Univeraity  of  St.  Andrew's,  1764 
UneUlmed  Deposits,  3R.  1643 

BoBERTSov,  Mr.  J.  p.  B.,  Bute 
Sporting  Lands  Rating  (Scotland),  SR.  1487 
Supply — CoartsofLaw  and  Jnstioe  in  Seat' 
land,  Ac.  784 

BoBSON,  Mr.  W.  8.,  Tower  HawthUj  Bow 
and  Bromley 
London  Water  Companies,  1833 

BoOKBS,  Mr.  J.  E.  Thorold,  Somtktearl, 
Bermondsey 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1703 

Eaat  Undon  Water,  3R.  1665 

Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Ameadowat, 

3R.  10S6 
Labour  Statistica,  Res.  1788 
Lambeth  Water,  3a.  Anundt.  ISOff,  1511 
Metropolis,  DistrsM  in  the— Soath  LoDdea, 

1035 

Parliament — Qaeeo'e  Speeeb,  Addresa  ia  Aa- 

Bwer  to,  360 
Shop  Hoars  Recolation,  3R.  684 
SoDthwark  and  VaoxbaU  Water,  SR.  1511 
Thames,  Foliation  of— Report  of  tba  RiTal 

Commission,  IS20 

BosooE,  Sir  H.      MiuuMeetor,  8. 

Italy— Arrest  of  Professor  Niehd.  flO« 

BosBBEBT,  Barl  of  (Secretaty  of  StiUe 
for  Foreign  Affiura) 
SoQtb-Eastem  Earopo— Poli^  of  U.H.  Go- 
▼emmeDt,  577 

EuBssLL,  Mr.  0.  (Attorney  QeaeaX), 
Saekney,  8. 
Compensation  for  Damages,  SR.  3000 
Employers'  Liability  Aet  (1880)  Amendmest, 
3a.  1081 

Inland  Raveuae— InoonM  Tax,  Sobsdde  A, 
904 

Lend  Rsgistry.  SB.  1001, 1004 
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BcBBiLL,  Mr.  0. — eont. 

hh9  Mid  Jnitice  (Englnnd  and  Wnles)— 
Appoictment  to  the  Rcoordonhip  oF 
LiTorpool,  1528 
High  Goart  of  JiiBtioe~The  Loog  Vae&- 
tton,  590 
Mr.  BradUngh,  1901 

ParUament— BasinoH  of  tho  Hoase— Order  of 

Pablio  Baainetfl,  Kes.  919 
Parliament — Pririlege  — Interferonoe  of  Peeri 

in  Eleotion  of  Membera  of  this  HoDse,  687, 

888,  1016 

Politioal  Meetings,  Speeches  at— Mr.  Thomas 

Hughet  at  Chester,  1019 
Pablio  Meetings— Disloral  Meeting  at  the 

Criterion  ResUnrant,  1387 
Rivers  Pollution  (River  Lea),  Motion  for  a 

Select  Committee,  1348, 1343 


BuasELL,  Mr.  E.        GUugoWt  Bridge- 
ton 

Glasgoir  Bridges,  &e.  SR.  1851 
Sopplr— Seeretarr  for  Scotland,  773 
Tenare  of  Town  Uobmb  (Ireland),  SR.  1133 

BTx.Ain}s,  Mr.  P.,  Burnley 

Administration  and  Expenditure,  1517 
Affairs  of  lha  East— Sir  M.  Drammond  Wolff'l 

Mission,  1303 
Land  Registry,  Comm.  1640 
Land  Registry  OtBce— The  RegMrar,  4S0 
Narj  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1685-6)— 

Navy  Services,  1395 
Pariiamontary  Procedure,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  913 
Supply — Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  763 
Colonial  Local  Revenne,  he.  1348 
Ooorti  of  Law  and  Jtutiea  In  Scotland,  &e. 
783 

Dover  Harbour,  738 
Embassies  and  Misiiona  Abroad,  1573 
Foreign  Office,  756 
London  University,  1333 
Secretary  for  Sootland.  764,  707 
Saperannnatton  and  Retirad  Allowances, 
1S57 


8aU  of  Intoxicating  Liguort — Legislation 
<^estion,  Mr.;T.  Watson  ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
ceilw  of  the  Ezcbeqacr  (Sir  Mioliael  Uicks- 
BMeh)/an85,817 

Sale  of  Intozieating  Liqaors  on  Sunday 

Bill  {Sir  Jottph  FetMt  Mr. 

F»lMmr,  Mr.  Itaae  Wikon) 
e.  Ordered ;  nad  1*  •  /on  98  [BiU  S7] 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Snnday 
(CornwaU)  fiiU  {Ur,  BwUue, 

Sir  John  St.  Aubyn,  Mr.  CourtMy,'  Mr. 

C.  T.  Djfie  Aclani,  Mr.  Cmyheare,  Mr. 
Biek/ord  Smithf  Mr.  Dactd  Jenkini) 
0.  Ordend ;  rMd  !•  •  Jon  85  [BUI  88j 


Sale  of  Intozicatiiq;  Liquors  on  Sunday 

(Darham)  Bill  [Mr.  Thtodore 

Frtf,  Mr.  Walter  Jamet,  Mr.  Doddt,  Mr. 
Siehardton,  Mr.  Qourley,  Mr.  Paultm) 
e.  Ordered ;  read  l'  *  /on  S8  [BiU  74] 

Salisbubt,  Marquess  of  (Prime  Minister 
and  Seoretuy  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs) 

Ooremment  of  Ireland — Ministerial  Policy, 
Rob.  300 

Greeoo— Golleotive  Note  of  the  European 
Powers,  303 

Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland.  Rcis.  203,  394 

Parliament — Adjournment — Resignation  of  the 
Ministry — Statement  of  the  Marquess  of 
Salisbnry,  533,  £35 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  58,  07 

Sir  WillUm  Rose,  K.C.B.,  late  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments,  184 

{After  Besi'gnation) 

Ireland,  Condition  of  ("  Boycotting."  Ao.),874 

Kingdom  of  Avn,  Res.  863,  864 

Metropolis,  Disturbances  in  the,  570,  571,  573 

Policy  of  ELM,  Government,  Ministerial 
Statement,  545 

SoDth-Eastem  Earope— Polioy  of  I1.M.  Go- 
vernment, 577 

Saus-Sohwabe,  Oolonel  Q.,  Lanoathire, 
8.B.,  MiddUton 
Army  (Ordnance  Department}— Manafactaro 
of  Swords,  1037 
Testing  ofSide-Arms,  167 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.  Soeptr,  Mr.  Timothtf  Healy,  Mr.  Sexion, 

Mr.  Lane,  Colonel  yolan,  Mr.  Leamy) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  I>*  Jan  88  [Bill  15] 

Sauuelsoit,  Sir  B.,  Oxfordehire,  Banbury 
Egypt — Irrigation  Works  and  Forced  Labour, 

1536 

Midland  Railway,  2R.  Ameodt.  1666 
Parliamentary  Elections — List  of  Voters,  1531 
Supply  —  Registration  of  Voters,  England, 
1S68 

SAiTDKUBs-r,  Lord  (Under  Seoretary  of 
State  for  War) 
Hoanted  Volsnteer  Infiuitry,  1663 

Sa»dys,  ColoDolT.  M.,  LaneathirejS. 
Bootle 

Metropolie— OrganiutlOD  of  the  Polleo,  1093 

Sanitation  of  Honses  Bill 

{Mr.  Dixon'Harttand,  Sir  Sdinuni  Ztehmtre) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  Jan  88  [Bill  80] 

SAUKDEnSf  Mr.  W.,  JTull,  £. 
ApjM^ntmenta  under  the  Orowo,  Uotioo  for  a 
Select  Committee,  1076 

ieont. 
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Saokdih,  Mr.  W.— Mirf. 
CouDtj  Governnent — LomI  Tuation,  891 

ReprcwntatiT*  Conneili,  424 
Lav  and  Polioe — Emplo/mentofaBloodboand 

tn  Furanit  of  Poaehers,  1393 
Parliament— Quaeo'i  Spmb,  AddNM  in  An- 
■wer  to,  663 

Saukdebbon,  If  ajor  E.,  Armaffk,  N. 

Inland  —  Iriah   Land  PnrohaM  SetUemeot 
Company,  I7ST 
Labonrcn  Act — Tipperar;  Board  of  Guar- 
diaoa,  1637 

IraUod— Haintenanoe  of  Sodat  Order,  Rea. 

Motion  for  Adjournment,  1997 
labourer!  (Ireland)  Acta  Amendment,  3R. 

1832.  1833. 1834,  1840,  1841 
Parliament — Queen'a  Speech,  Addreu  in  An- 

awer  to.  160,  165.  167,  673 
Poliooand  Saoitarj  Regnlationa,  Res.  136t( 

Saving*  Bank*  Returns  {England  and 
Scotland) 

Queation,  Mr.  Jamea  O'Brien;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Hr. 
MoDdella}  Mar  2,1761 

BoARBRoaoH,  Eiarl  of 

Parliament — (^oeoa'a  Speeeb,  Addrou  io  An- 
swer to,  45 

School  Fees  of  Kon-Fanpen  Bill 

{Mr.  LUtcelfyH,  Sir  Richard  Pagtt,  Mr. 
0.Orderedi  readl**F«i84         [Bill  114] 

SoLATiR-BooTH,  Bight  Hon.  G.,  Sanit, 
Ba*ing*tok4 
Rivers  Pollution  (River  Lea),  MotioD  for  a 
Seleoc  Committee,  1483 


SooTLAND  —  Secretary    for,  &c. 
TsETSi.YA2f,  Eight  Hon.  G.  0.; 


[»e* 


Scotland  (Qw»(io««) 

Aberdeen  Univtrtity^  The  Chairof  Phyiiology. 
Question,  Mr.  James  Cami^U ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  for  Soot  land  (Mr.  TrOTeljan) 
Mar  3,  17«ff 

Arreart  of  Rate*  in  Skye,  QaealioD,  Mr. 
Fraser-Maokintosb  ;  Answer,  The  Sooretar/ 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  Treveljan)  Mar  1,  IfilS 

CoUegiait  AppimUmenU,  Question,  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Robertson ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelynn)  Feb  26.  1318 

Errors  in  Statittieai  Return*  —  Return  of 
Municipal  Burght,  1886,  Questions,  Sir 
George  Gam^ll ;  Answers,  The  Lord  Advo- 
oata  (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  Mar  4,  1877 
LoecA  Taxatim  Retmn*,  Question,  Mr. 
Braoo  ;  Answer,  Tho  Secretary  for  Scotland 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  Mar  4,  1903 

Eitablished  Chureh~Diteet(Mithmettt,  Qaes- 
tion,  Sir  Donald  Currio  ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  tbe  Treaanry  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) 
Feb  33,  906 


SooiLum— «Ml. 

Farm  Servant*— A  Rvyal  Commit*ionf  Que*- 
tion.  Dr.  Clark  ;  Answer,  ThA  Sceretarj  for 
Scotland  (Mr.  Trcrelyan)  F«&  19,  712 

/"oretAorvi  aii<f /'MAin(7«,  QoeaUon,  Mr.  Mae* 
farlane ;  Answer.  The  Secretary  to  tba 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson]  /on  26,  416 

Harbmw  Ae&mmodaUen  (North  of  SeoCtomQ, 
Question,  Dr.  R.  M'Donald ;  ABSwer,  Tbe 
SecreUry  to  the  BoaH  of  Trade  ( Mr.  C.  T. 
D.  Aoland)  Feb  26,  1206 

Barbouri  —  Invergordon  Barbour,  Qaostion, 
Dr.  R.  M'Donald  ;  Answer,  Tbe  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Muodella)  JfarS, 
1763 

Parliameniary  EUetion* — KUetum  Eiqteutei, 
Question,  Sir  Donald  Cnrrie ;  Anawer,  Tba 
Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  Bal/bor} ;  Q^eatioa, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy  [no  re|rfy]  Mar  4.  1 809 

RepretefOalion  of  the  People  Aet — PoUinf 
Place*  tn  ArgyU$hire,  Quealioo,  Mr.  Mac- 
farlane:  Answer,  The  Lord  Advoeato  (Mr. 
J.  B.  Balfour)  Feb  22,  881 

Shtrig  CUrk  D^uU  of  Styt,  Qaeation,  Hr. 
Fraser- Mackintosh ;  Anawer,  Tb«  Lord  Ad- 
vocate (Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  Mar  1. 1917 

Univertiiy  of  St.  Andreuft,  Question,  Hr. 
Edmnnd  Kobertaon ;  Answer,  Tbe  Score* 
tary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trtrelyan)  Mar  % 
1764 

EdwxUion  Department  {Scotland) 
Education  Cod* — School  AtUndanee,  Qaeatioo, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  Mar  I,  1533 
Oaelie  in  Board  School*,  Queation,  Mr.  Beitb  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  tor  Scotland  (Mr. 
Trevelyan)  Jfor  3,  1763 

Fitheri**  (Scotland) 
Privai*  Pier*  —  Pier  Due*,  Queationa,  Mr. 
Maofarlane :  Answers,  The  Ixtrd  Advoeala 
(Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdooald)  Jam  35,  305 
Tweed  Fitherie*  Act*,  Question,  Sir  Cbarl^a 
Tanoant ;  Answer,  Tbe  Sooretary  for  Soot- 
land  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  iTor  S,  1753 

Law  and  Ju*tice  (Scotland) 

Admini*traiionof  Ju*tie«  in  the  BigMarndtoMd 
hland*,  Queation,  Dr.  R.  M'Donald ;  An. 
swer.  The  Lord  Advoeato  (Mr.  J.  B.  Bal- 
four) Feb  26, 1307 

Mr.  R.  W.  Renton,  Procurator  Fi*cal  of  Ratt 
Fife,  Question,  Dr.  Cameron  ;  Answer,  Tbe 
Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  £1.  A.  Macdonald) 
Jan  26,  308  ;  Queetion.  Dr.  Cameron  ;  An- 
■  swer.  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  } .  B.  Balfonr) 
Feb  23,  890;  Question.  Mr.  Boyd-Kinnear ; 
Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  Mar  4. 1903 

Procured  Fiieai  of  Orkney,  Questions,  Mr. 
Lyell,  Mr.  Micdooald  Cameron,  Dr. 
Cameron ;  Answers,  Tbe  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour)  Mar  I,  1613 

Procurator!  Fitcal,  Question,  Mr.  J.  V. 
Barelu  ;  Answer,  Tbo  Lord  Advoeata  (Mr. 
J.  B.  Balfour)  Jfar  1,  1633 

The  Magiitracy 

Mr.  William  Ivory,  Sherif  of  Invernst*-*kire, 
Question,  Dr.  R.  M'Donald  ;  Answar,  Tba 
Urd  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  B.  BaUoor)  Fot  36, 
1307 
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Sklbobnz,  Eorl  of 

Lanuj  Acts  Amendment,  3R,  U94 
Msiriagm  V«liditf ,  SR.  8«T 

Select  TestriM 

I.  Bil>,i}r«/onnd.rtRd  1*  Jan  31 

Sellab*  Mr.  A.  0.,  LaMrhhirg,  Particle 

Glasgow  Bridges,  Ac.  3R.  \362 

Sbltin-Ibbetsoit,  Big^ht  Hon.  Sir  H.  J., 
Polioe  SuperAnnuation  and  Pensioni,  1300 

Betok-Eabb,  Mr.  H.,  St.  MbImU 

Coal  Mines  Regulation  Aet  (1883]  Amend- 
ment, 2R.  1857 

Sexton,  Mr.  T.,  Sligo,  8. 
Armj — Testing  of  Sida-Armi,  1531 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1189.  1677,  1694, 

16B7,  1698,  1699,  1700,  1703,  1701 
Ciiareh  of  England  —  GonTooation  —  "  The 

Uonae  of  Urmen." 
Imperial  Berenae  (Ireland  and  Great  Britain), 

Res.  1063 
Ireland — Questions 

EviotionB  —  Employment  of  the  Military 

Forces  of  the  Grown,  1513 
Industries  and  Salmon  Fisheries — Seleot 

Conaroittees,  Re-«ppointmont,  318 
RaOet  for  Lands  of  Protestant  Landlords, 

1S18,  1019 
WMtem  Islos,  Condition  of  tbe,  1019 
Ireland — Maintenance  of  Social  Order,  Res. 
1975 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment,  SR. 
1816, 1833,  1834,  18S6,  1838 

Lord  Randolph  ChurchilPe  Visit  to  Belfost, 
717:  — Extra  Parliamentary  UUenuoei, 
1116,  1335,1394 

ParliaiMBt  —  Order  —  Argumeotatite  Ques- 
tions, 1 190 

fsrliament— Queen's  Speeeh,  Addreu  in  An- 
swer to,  193,  195,  203,  318,  330 
Polioe  and  Sanitnrj  KeguUtione,  Res.  Motion 

for  Adjournment,  1361,  1365,  1368 
Post  Office— Addresses  of  Telegrams,  1530 
Supply— Colonial  Looal  Revenoo,  Ac.  1349 
Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  830,  829 
Pnblio  Education,  Ireland,  1339 
Tenure  of  I'own  Uouses  (Ireland),  2R.  1139 
Town  Iloldinga,  Motion  for  a  Sdeet  Com- 
mittee,  1809 

Sheehy,  Mr.  D.,  Oalwajf,  8. 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment,  9R. 
1818 

Shiblet,  Mr.  W.  8.,  Yorhhtrt,  W.S., 
Bmeaster 
Amy  (India)— Indian  Military  Leafe,  1389 
Banal  Grounds,  1903 

Metropolis  —  Publio  Uealtb  —  Unwboleeone 

Habitations,  889 
Poet  Offlee— llw  UniTenUiei,  1808 


Shop  Honrs  Regolatioii  Bill 

{Sir  John  ZuMcct,  Mr.  Surt^  Mr.  Maenaghtm, 

Sir  Sobmrt  Feel,  Mr.  Sttthbtm) 
e.  Ordered  ;  road       Jan  2S  [Bill  86] 

Moved,    "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3°" 
Feb  IS,  679  ;  alter  short  debate.  Motion 
agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2" 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Seleot 

Committee ; "  Motion  agreed  to 
Moved,  "That  this  House  do  now  adjourn" 
(Mr.  Bereaford  Hope);  after  short  debate. 
Question  put ;  A.  137,  N.  143  ;  M.  5  (D.L.  5) 
Seleot  Committee  nominated  Mar  1  ;  List  of 
the  Committee,  1663 

SmMODTH,  Viscount 

Colonies —  Imperial  and  Colonial  Defences, 

Address  for  Returns,  1310, 1349 
Malta,  University  of,  703 
Navy— Coast  Defenoes,  1008,  lOlS 

Simon,  Mr.  Serjeant  J.,  Dmahury 
India — UncoveDanted  Civil  Service,  317 

Sites  for  Schools,  Ac.  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.  JorOan,  Colonel  Xolan,  Mr.  Chance,  Mr. 
Se^ldt,  Mr.  FlgHn) 
e.  Ordeied ;  i««t  I'  ■  Jan  33  [Bill  49] 

Slave  Trade  in  the  Red  Sea 
Questions,  Mr.  Uanbury,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  to  tbe  Admiralty  (Mr.  Hib< 
bert)  ^ar  3,  1768 

SuALL,  Mr.  J.  F.,  DotPn,  S. 
Compeuation  for  Damages,  3  B.  3012 

Smith,  Eight  Hon.  W.  H.  (Secretary  of 
State  for  War),  Strand,  Westmintttr 
Army — Testing  of  Side-Arms,  187 

{After  Retignation) 
Army  Estimates,  1916 

Army  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1880-6)— 

Warlike  Stores  and  Works,  1036,  1638 
Compensation  for  Damages.  3R.  3009 
Hyde  Park  Comer  (New  StreeU),  SR.  1600 
London  School  Board  Election  Expenses,  1884 
Metropolis,  Distnrbanees  in  the— Qaeetions 
Action  oftheHomeDepartment—Ezplau- 

tion,  593,  601 
CompenMtion,  1300 
Re>orguusatioo  of  tbe  Polioe,  1S20 
Report  of  the  Gomroitteeof  InveetigatioDi 
010 

MetropoUtu  Polioe  Foroe,  1073  ;-OrgaDiaar 
tion.  Res.  142S 

Sites  for  tbe  New  Publio  Offioes— The  Admi- 
ralty and  War  Office,  1999 

Supply — Colonial  Looal  Revenue,  Ae.  1303 

Woolwich  Anenal— Diioharge  of  Workmen, 
1913 

Smoke  Nnisanoe  Abatement  (Metropolis) 

BlU  [H.I..] 

(Th$  Lord  Stratheden  and  CampMl) 
L  PretODted ;  read  1**  Mar  4  (No.  27) 
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Southteark  and  Fumliaa  WaUr  BUI 
e.  RMd  3«,  tod  oommitUd  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee  Jfar  1, 10U 

Spain 

Cote  of  Mr.  Wel/ord,  a/i*fi«wry  eU  Fsmando 
Po,  ftueation,  Mr.  Burt ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Bryce)  Feb  22, 893 

Commercial  NegMiaiiona,  (Joeetioni,  Mr,  Pal- 
mer, Mr.  Toinlmaon  ;  Answers,  The  Under 
Secretarj  of  State  for  Foreign  Affaira  (Mr. 
Bourke)  Jan  20,  120 

Differential  J)uti*t,  Question,  Mr.  Forwood  ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Seeretarr  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affaire  (Mr.  Brjoe)  Feb  33,  1085 

Speakeii,  The  (Right  Hon.  Abthue 

"Wbllkslby  Pzel),    Warwick  and 

Leamington 
Affikira  of  tlie  East— Mission  of  Sir  II.  Dram- 

mond  Wolff.  1203 
Belfast  Main  Drainage,  Res.  1697, 1?01, 1705, 

1710,  1733,  1783,  1784 
Church  of  England— Coiwoid   Rectory  and 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  1213 

Tba  CoDToeation— "  The  Uovao  of  Laj- 
men,"  1106 
Oompeosatioo  for  Damages,  SR.  3013 
Em^ojers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 

2K.  1087,  10»9,  1103,  1103 
Greece  —  Colleetire  Note  of  the  European 

Powers,  422 
Ireland — Poor  Law — Election  of  Guardians — 

Mr.  J.  D.  Grier,  Clerk  of  the  Cnvnn  Union, 

1S43 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment,  3R. 
1830 

Lambeth  Water,  2R.  1005,  1510 

Uml  Registry,  3R.  1001,  1002 

Law  and  Justice — Appointment  to  th«  Re- 

eordersbip  of  Liverpool,  895 
Metropolis,  Disturbances  in  the — Action  of 

the  Home  Department,  Explanation,  005 
Metropolis— Metropolitan   Police  Force— Or- 

ganiintion,  Res.  1400,  1483 
Parliament— Questions 

Broadliurst,  Mr.,  Under  Secretary  of  State 

for  the  Domo  Department,  1S77 
BniinesB  of  the  House,  433,  435 
Election  ofa  Speaker,  II,  13,  19,2! 
Members'  Places— Protection  of  Seats,  427 
Order — Argumentative  Questions,  1190 
Order  of  Business,  480,  431 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House— Order  of 

Public  Bnslne«s.  Rei.  913,  918, 010 
Parliament — Committee  of  Selection,  Nomi- 
nation of  Committee,  415 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  186,  105,  166,  173,  303.  230,  539 
Parliamentary  Francbise  (Extension  to  Women), 
2R.  701 

Pnrliamentery  Oath  (Mr.  Bradlaugh),  21,  24 
Poor  l-aw- Out-door  Relief  during  the  l£xist- 

ing  Distress,  592 
Sitos  for  the  New  Publio  Offioes— War  Offlee 

and  Admirnlty,  3O0O 
Tenarc  of  Town  Houses  (Ireland),  SR.  1140 


Spenobb,  Earl 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addresa  ia  An- 
swer to,  69 

{Lord  President  of  the  Council) 

Allotments,  MoUon  for  a  Return,  846,  843 
Charitable  Trusts  (Allotments  Extensioa  Act 

(1882),  Motion  for  a  Retarn,  1873, 1874 
Ireland,  Condition  of  ("  Boycotting,"  Ac.),  871 

National  League— Local  Coarts,  1183 
Sale  of  Poisons,  1350 

Spenslzy,  Mr.  H.,  Finthury^  Central 
Australia  and  New  Zealand— The  Puree!  Port, 

1020 

Charity  Commissioners— Schemes  for  Christ's 

Hospital,  1025,  1875 
Paris  Indastrtal  Exhibiiioo,  1547 

Spirits  in  Bond  (Great  Britain  ajid  Ire- 
land) Bill  (Jfr.  Fl^,  CUmW 
Nolan,  Mr.  John  (yComnr,  Mr.  FUer 
M'Jhnald,  Mr.  ffSmnlon) 

e.  Ctmsidered  in  Committee ;  RcMdatioo  agreed 
to,  and  reported ;  Bill  ordered ;  read  1°  * 
Jan  38  [Bill  53] 

Sporting  Xiands  Bating  (Scotland)  Bill 

{Dr.  Caiiteron,  Marqwtt  of  Stmfard,  Mr. 
Mackinlosh,  Dr.  Farqukarton) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  *  Jan  25  [Bill  86] 

Read  S»,  after  short  debate  F«i  30,  1487 
Committee*— B.P.  Jfiu*  1 

Stafford,  Marquess  of,  SutJurlani 
Crofters  (Sootiaod)  (No.  3),  Motion  for  Leare, 
13S9 

Stanhofx,  BiRKt  Hon.  E.  (President  of 
the  BoBTd  of  Trade),  Lincolnshire, 
Someattle 

Railways  —  Fish  Traffic  —  Fish  TrafiBc  Rates, 

419 

Royal  Commtssion  on  Uerahaot  Shipping.  4S7 
Trade  and  Commerce  —  Bontities  to  Italian 
Shipping,  310 

{J^r  Eetignatiim) 
East  India,  Bonnah  (Ezpensea  of  MUiuty 

Operations).  Res.  070 
Labour  Statistics,  Res.  Amendt.  1775,  1778, 

1770,  1781,  1790, 1801 

Stanley,  Right  Hon.  Colonel  (after- 
wards Sir  F.  A.)  (Secretary  of  Stat© 
for  the  Oolonies),  Laneathire,  N., 
Jilaekpool 

Gibraltar  —  Zebehr  Pasha  —  The  Ordinance, 
4S4 

Maaritiu— Mr.  Coekbnrn  Stewart,  4S1 

{AfUr  Bet^naiion) 

Afiioa  (Sonth)  Affiiirs  of,  723 

Manritius— Appointment  of  Mr.  CliAird  Lloyd 

as  I  jeatenant  GoTeraor,  893 
Supply— Oranje  Riier  XwnUnf,  *e.  1310 
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Staitlet  op  Aideem t,  Lord 
Uetropolifl,  Disturbancn  in  the,  S6I 

Snndaj  Meetings  in  the  Squares  and  Parka, 
1178 

Stevenson,  llr.  J.  0.,  South  Skieidt 
Parlinmentarj  Prooednre,  Motion  for  a  Select 
Committee,  931 

Stetabt,  Mr.  M.  J.,  KirkmtibrigU 

Armj  (Auxiliary  Foreei)— Artfllerj  Volun- 
teeri,  1529,  152S 

Loans  to  Lanjowners,  1161 

Parliament — Queen's  Speeoh,  Addms  in  An- 
swer to,  354, 980 

Town  Ilotdiuge,  Motioo  Ibr  a  Seleot  Com- 
mittee, 1808 

Stbathedsn  and  Oaupbsll,  Lord 

PubUo  Offieei,  the  New,  Rei.  llfO,  1178 

Stuabt,  Mr.  J.,  Shoreiitehy  Bhxtm 
Compensation  for  Damages,  2R.  2012 
Metropolis — London  Huoicipal  Rerorm,  711 
Metropolis — Metropolitan  Police  Force— Or- 

ganiiation.  Res.  1S91 
Parliamentarj  Franchise — Extension'toWomen, 

SR.  694.  700 

8uez  Canal 
Questions,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke,  Mr.  Sather* 
land ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretarj  of 
State  for  Foreign  Aflfairs  (ITr,  Bourko)  Jati 
2fi,  304  ;  Question,  Mr.  Magninc  ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  Stnte  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Mr.  Bryoe)  Feb  19,  711 

SuixiYAN,  Mt.  D.,  Westmeaih,  S. 

Commissioners  of  Irish  IJghts  —  Lightboase 

Keepers,  1019 
India  —  ReligioDB  Proriaiona  —  Protestant 

Chaplains  and  Catholic  Prlcata,  881 

81TPPZT 

2fdvy  Eitimatei — Shipbuilding  Votet,  Ques- 
tion, Dr.  Cameron  ;  Answer,  The  Seoretarj 
to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Ritobio)  Jan  26.  425 

Army  Ettimaies,  Question,  Mr.  W.  U.  Smith ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasur; 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  Mar  4, 1916 

SITPPLT 

Resolved,  That  this  Douse  will,  To-morrow, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  consider 
of  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
Feb  18 

Estimates  referred 

Considered  in  Committee  Feb  19,  726— Cim 

SKaTIOBS(SuPFLKUKNTARTEsTII(A.TXS,  1685-6) 

— Class  I. — Publio  Works  aito  Bdilsikos — 
Votes  7,  10,  15 — Salarikb  and  Expbitsbs  ow 
Cirit,  DsPABTMEKTs— Votes  3,  5,  6,  9,  10, 
11,  IS,  84,  41— Class  III.— Law  im  Jns- 
TiOK— Votes  6,  17,  27,  29 

Resolutions  reported,  and,  after  debate,  agreed 
to  Feb  22,  989 

Considered  in  Committee  Feb  26,  1238 — Citil 
SxRnOIS(SDPPLEII»XARTE8niCATSaf  1885-6) 

TOL.  OOOIIk    [THIBD  8BBIES.]  [cMf. 


'  SflppiT— eon*. 

— Class  IV. — EDOOiTtow,  Sokmcb,  akdAbi 
—Votes  7,  8,  14— Class  V.— Forbioit  and 
Colonial Sebtioib — Votes3  A  5 — Class  VI, 
— NoN-ErrscTivB  and  Charitable  Skrvicis 
— Votes  1  A  4 — Class  VIL — Miborllameous 
— Votes  4  A  6  :— RtTtntB  Dxpabthirt^— 
Votes  3  A  8— Natt  (SnprtxiOMTART  Esri- 
uATia,  1885-6) 
Resolntions  repwted  Fsb  86 
Considered  In  Committee  Mar  1,  1560 — Cim 
Sbetiob  Estuatsb — Class  V. —  Foaaieir 

AND  COLOKIAL  SsRVIOBS  —  VoteS  I    A  6  — 

Abut  (Sdfplxhbntart  Ebtuutbs,  1885-6) 

Resolutions  reported  Afar  3 

Considered  in  Committee  Mar  4,  2000 — Civil 

SkRTIOB     ESTUIATBS  —  ClASS    I. —  PuBLIO 

WoRU  AHD  BniLDiMas — Vote  1— b.p 

Sutherland,  Mr.  T.,  OremooJt 
Snez  Canal,  804 

SwiNBUBVE.  Sir  J.,  Siaffordihire,  Ziehfield 
Loans  to  Landowners,  Amendl.  1450,  1467 

Talbot,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Oxford  Uhivtrsitp 
Police  and  Sanitary  Ragnlations,  Res.  1364 

Tarif  and   Cu»Um$  Aotj    1876— For- 

feifure$ 

Question,  Mr.  King;  Answer,  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  Michael  Hiclcs- 
Beaeh)  Jon  26,  310;  Question,  Mr.  King; 
Answer,  The  CtianeBllor  of  the  Excheqner 
(Sir  William  Harcourt)  F6i  19, 708 

TecJuiical  Edacation  dreland)  BiU 

[Mr.  P.  J.  Fmotr,  Mr.  T.  J>,  SuUivan,  Mr. 
Murphy,  Mr.  Lout,  Mr.  A.  if  Conner,  Mr, 
SdmondDwyer  €fra]f) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Jan  32  [Bill  18] 

Temple,  Sir  R.,  Woreeater,  JBhetham 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  116 ;  Motion  for  Adjournment, 
894 

Tennaht,  Sir  0.,  Psehloa  and  Selkirk 
SeotUnd  —  Fisheries  —  Tweed  Fisheries  Acts, 
1758 

Tenure  of  Land  (Scotland)  Bill  {Mr. 

SareUty,  Sir  Oeorye  Satfimr,  Dr.  Fu^H' 
karton,  Mr.  EuUmont) 
c.  OHered  ;  road  l**  •  Jan  93  [Bill  88] 

Tennre  of  Town  Hoases  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.  Crilly,  Mr.  Small,  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan, 
Mr.  Feter  M' Donald,  Sir  Thomat  Eemondc) 
c.  Ordered  :  read  1*  •  Jan  33  [BiU  II] 

Bin  withdrawn,  after  long  debate  F%h  24^  1117 

n  \ 
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Thuntt,  PoituHoH  of  ihe—R^ort  of  the 
Royal  Commimon 
(^UMtioni,  Mr.  ThoroM  Roger*  ;  Aniwers,  Th« 
Secretnrj  of  StAte  for  the  Homo  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  CbilderB)  Feb  25. 1220 

TheatTM,  Ac.  Metropolis)  Bill 

{Mr.  Dixon-HtrtUuul,  Mr.  MaefarUne) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  I*  •  Jon  S3  [BUI  6«] 

Moved,  "TliKt  the  Bill  be  now  read  8«*' 

Feb  19,  837 
Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  row  adjourned  " 
{Mr.  Bemy  H,  Fowler) ;  after  short  debate, 
MoUon  agreed  to  ;  Debate  at|jonnied 

Thtolot,  Lord 

Freshwater  Fiaheries  (tCeU),  9R.  1169 
Metropolis— Riots,  The,  5S3,  576,677.843 
Sunday  Meetinn  io  the  Squares  and  Parks, 
1178 

Metropolitan  PoUm  Foroe— DapartoMiital 
Committee  of  1879, 1017 

Tithe  Bent-Cliarge  Amendment  Bill 

{Mr.  Brool^ld,  Mr.  Farguhanon) 
0.  Ordered ;  nad  1"  ■  Jan  SS  [Bill  05] 

Titbe    Bent-Charge    ( Extraordinary ) 
Amendment  BUI       (Mr.  yorton,  Mr. 

SMtekMlSivaMH,  Mr.  FomJM) 
e.  Ordered  ;  i«ad  1*>  •  /on  39  [BiU  01] 

Tithe    Bent-Charge   ( Extraordinary) 

Bedemption  Bill  {Mr.  Thomas  Soltm, 
Mr.  Thorold  JUfftra,  Mr.  Bortim,  Sir  John 
Luiioek) 

«.  Ordered ;  read  1°  •  /m  33  [Bill  68] 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  Becovery  Bill 

{Mr.  StanUy  Leighton,  Mr.  Baiket,  Mr.  Kmym) 
e.  Ordered ;  road  1«  •  Jfor  4  [BiU  189] 

Tohaeoo  (Ireland}  Bill  {Mr.  T.  f. 

(yCommr,  Mr,  Fj/nt,  Mr.  Barrjf,  Mr.  Condon, 
Mr.  O'Smbn) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  l"  •  Jim  23  [BiU  83] 

ToLLEUAOHE,    Mr.   H.  J.,  ChgtMre, 
Sddithury 
Allotments  and  Small  Holdings — The  Retumi, 
1219 

TouLiHsoiT,  Mr.  W.     M.,  PTMhn 

Goal  Uinea  Kegalntion  Aot  (1872)  Amend- 

ment»2R.  185!,  1855 
Compensation  Tor  Dnmages,  2R.  2008 
Spain — Commercial  Negotiations,  421 
Supply— County  Courts,  775,  778 

Courts  of  liiw  and  Jostiee  in  Scotland,^. 
788 

Trade  and  Commeree  —  Bounties  (o  Italinn 
Shipping,  810 


E  X  I         TOW  TEE 


Tnim  Boliingt 
HoTed  "  Thata  Select  Committee  beappoioted, 
'  to  inquire  into  the  terms  of  occupation  and 
the  eompensation  for  improTementa  pos- 
sessed by  the  oecnpiers  of  towo  boasea  as-i 
holding!  in  Great  Britain  and  Irehnd ' " 
{Coionel  NiAtm)  ihr  2,  1804  ;  after  diort 
debate,  Motion  agreed  to 

TVatfo  and  Common* 
BcmOUt  to  Jtediam  Skipfiinff,  (^oeetioB,  Mr. 
Tomltnson;  Answer,  Tbe  PreaideDt  af  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  E.  Staobope)  Jam  35, 

310 

FcUgelj/  Marked  Ooodt,  Qaeationa,  Ur.  Ilick. 
man,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  Aahmead- 
Bartlett;  Answers,  The  PmidflDt  of  Um 
Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mnodella)  ifin-  1,  1543 

Importi  of  BuUer  and  Butterine,  Q,aeatiOB, 
Captain  Field ;  Answer,  The  Prendent  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  {Mr.  Mnndella)  Feh  23, 
1031 

Suhiditt  by  Foreign  yattont,  C^aestion,  Mr. 
Kimher;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
Sute  for  Foreign  AfiUra  (Mr.  Brree)  Uar  4, 
1901 

TVado  and  Iiuhstiy,  Doprouion  of 
IHttmt  at  Ski^uUdiM  PorU,  QoMtion,  Mr. 
Gourley  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Seeretair  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  (Hr.  Oaborae  Moinn) 
Feb  19,  710 
The  CommitnoH  of  Inquiry,  QaestioB,  Mr. 
Ashmead-Bartlett ;  Answer,  Tbe  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Mnndella)  Fet 
19,  714;  QaeaUon.  Mr.  A.  J.  Ballbar;  An* 
swer,  Tbe  Prendent  of  the  Local  Govera- 
ment  Board  (Mr.  J.  Obambertain}  19, 
715 

The  Unemployed— Harheurt  of  Refuge,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  Edward  Birkbeek  ;  Answer.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Trsasarr  (Hr.  W.  B.  Glad, 
stone)  Fa>  19,  718 

Tramways  Acts  (Ireland)  Amendment 

Bill      {Colonel  mian,  Mr.  T.  P.  O  Conmor, 
Mr.  Foley,  Mr.  Sarrit,  Mr.  MoUoy) 
e.  Ordered  ;  Nad  1°  •  Jaii33  [BiU  78] 

TBEABURT—Firat  Lord  (*eo  GdtUwioirx, 
Eight  Hon.  "W.  E.) 

Tkbaburt — Lord  of  (sw  Qowsr,  Mr.  Q. 
G.  L.) 

Tbsasubt — Financial  Secretary  to  (cm 

Jaokbon,  Mr.  W.  L.) 

TsEAauBT  —  Financial  Secretary  to  (tat 
Fow£BB,  Mr.  Henry  H.) 

Tbeasubt  —  Secretary  to  («w  Hoklkt, 
Mr.  Arnold) 

Trees  (Ireland)  BiU  (Jfr.  eilhoofy, 

Mr.  Timothy  SarringtoHt  Mr.  Mnrnm,  Mr. 
Fyne,  Mr.  O'Sanlon) 
e.  Ordered ;  read  1*  •  /m  S3  [BiU  801 
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TaEVBLTAN,  Kt.  Hon.  Q.  O.  (Secretary 
for  Scotland,  &o.)i  Sawidk,  S^c. 
Croflers  (Scotland)  (No.  i),  010 ;  Motion  for 

Leave,  1804 
EduoatioQ  Aots  Commiasion,  1881 
ParliamcDt— Qneen's  Speech,  Address  io  An- 
swer to,  650 
Scotland — Question  s 

Aberdeen  Uoiversltj — Chair  of  Phvsiologf, 
nC5 

Arrears  of  Rates  in  Sk^e,  1618 
Collegiate  Appointments,  1218 
Edneation  Code— School  Attendance,  1534 
Education  Department — Gaello  in  6<mrd 

.Schools,  1763 
Farm  Servants— A  Rojal  Commission,  713 
Fisheries— Tweed  Fisheries  Acts,  175( 
Local  Taxation  Returns,  1902 
UAiversities  (Soatland)  Bill,  1891 
ITnircrsitj  of  St.  Andrew's,  1704 
Sopplj  —  Conrti  of  Law  ud  Jastioe  in  Seot- 

Und,  Ao.  780 
Report.  Res.  18, 008 

TuiTB,  Mr.  J.,  WMtmeathy  N. 

Ireland — Questions 

Irish  Lnnd  Court— Appeals  in  Wastmeatb, 

1636 

Rojal  Irish  Gonstabulary  —  The  Force  at 

Mullingar,  1030 
Tenure  of  Town  Houses  (Ireland)  3R.  1114 

TnrlHiry  Honntain  Onuing  and  Sea 
Wrack  (belaad)  BUI        (Jfr.  Smaii, 

Mr.  Jamet  O'Ifohtrty,  Mr.  CSmmsy,  Mr. 
CHUy,  Mr,  AlexMder  Bbau) 
e.  Orderwl ;  read  1"  •  Jan  83  [Bill  88] 

Turk0y—7Veatm«nt  of  Chrittians 
Question,  Mr.  Bryce;  Answer,  The  Under 
Seoretarjr  of  Sute  tat  Foreign  AfflUrs  (Mr. 
BoDrke}/a»  36,311. 

Ttlbe,  Sir  H.  W.,  OrMi  Tarmouth 
Enfield  Small  Arms  Works  —  Dinharse  of 

Workmen,  1889 
Metropolitan  Polioe— Sir  Edmond  Hendereon. 

1878 

Poet  OEke— Orerhead  Wires — Snowstorm,  307 
Woolwieh  Aneoal  —  Disobarge  of  Workraeo, 
1918  ' 

triater  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation  Bill 

Motion  for  Leave  (Jfr.  Bewsf  E.  Fowler) 
Metr  1,  1653 ;  aftw  short  debate,  Hored, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  a^oomed "  {Mr. 
Artkar  (yCvtmor) ;  aAer  farther  short  debate, 
Motion  agreed ;  Debate  a^onrned 

XTnclaimed  Deposits  Bill      {Mr.  Edmmti 

Jtobertton,  Dr.  Clarh,  Mr.  Watt) 
0.  Ordered  ;  read  l"*  Jan  22  [Bill  77] 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2°  "  Jfar  3, 
1812  ;  after  short  debate,  Question  put  - 
A.  107,  N.  S8  ;  M.  19  (D.  L.  L5) ;  Bill  read 


XTnion  of  Benefices  Bill  [h.i,.] 

{,Th4  Earl  of  MUUovm) 
I.  Presented  ;  rend  1«  *      85  (No.  80) 

Vnivemtut  {ScoUani^  Bill 
Question,  Ur.  Donald  Crawford  ;  Answer,  The 
Seeretarr  for  SootlanA  (Hr.  Trevelran) 
Mir  4, 1801  ' 

UniTerfllty  Education  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.  Lalor,  Mr.  Diilon,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  John 
Sedtimid,  Mr.  Edmnd  Dteyer  Oray,  Mr. 
Glmejf} 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1»  *  /an  33  [Bill  14] 

Vaitoerbtl,  Mr.  P.,  Portsmouth 

Egrnt  —  Medals   and  Gratuities  ~  f{.M.S. 
"Jnmna,"  1540 

Vbeket,  Captain  B.  BL,  Bui>k§t  N, 
Buekingham 

KducatioQ  Department — Corporal  Panishment 
in  Schools— Ilillesden  National  School,  704 

Emplojrers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment. 
2R.  1104 

Loans  to  Landowners,  1468 

Metropolitan  Police  Force,  1618 

Navjr— Queen's   Regnlatlons— Promotion  of 
Seamen,  1914 
Special  Promotions,  1764 

Nav/  (Supplementar;  Estimates,  1885-0)— 
Na«7  Services.  1301 

Parliamen^Prooednre— Questions,  130S 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  446 

Suppljr— Colonial  Local  Revenue,  Ac.  1364 
London  Universltr,  1334 

VmoENT,  Mr.  0.  E.  H.,  Sheffield,  Central 
Arm/  (Auxiliarj  Forces)  —  The  Volunteer 

Force,  1032,  1038 
Metropolis— Metropolitan  Polioe  Foree— Or- 
ganization, Res.  1437 
Post  Office—Mails  between  Ojpms  and  Alex- 
andria, 1389 
Telegraph  Cleriu— Sondaj  Work,  1878 

Vivian,  8ir  H.,  Swantea,  JHstriet 
Coal  Mines  Regalatioa  Act  (1873)  Amend- 
ment, 3R.  1868 

JTales—ltupwtcr  of  Slate  and  StU  Quar- 
ries 

Question,  Ur.  Jones-Parr;  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretarjr  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Ur.  Childen)  Fdt  36, 1191 

Wab  Dbpaetmbbit— Secreta^  of  State 
(<H  Suira,  Bight  Hon.  W.  H.) 

War  Dbpabtmenx— Secretary  ef  State 

^W^O^nPBKLL-BANKBEMAN,  Bight 
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Wab  DEPABXicrar— Under  Secretary  of 
State  (*M  Saitdeusst,  Lord) 

War  Depabtiient — Financial  Secretary 
to  (m  NoBTHOOTE,  Hon.  H.  S.) 

Wab  DspABTKEmr — Elnantnal  Secretary 
to  («M  Gladstonb,  Mr.  H.  J.) 


Wabdto,  Colonel  T.,  3)0um,  N. 

Cbareh  of  Eogland  —  CooTOoation  —  *'  The 

0oiiae  of  Laymen,"  1195 
Ireland— Crime  and  OutniBe— "  BojootMof  " 

at  Clonmel,  I860 
Laboarm  (IraUnd)  Aeti  Amaadment,  SR. 

1828 

Parliament— Order  —  Argumeatatire  Qnea- 

tiona,  1190 

Parliament— Qaeen'B  Speech,  Addreaa  in  Aq- 

Bwer  to,  239 
Tenaots  of  Glebe  Lands  (Ireland),  USO 


Wabiuhotok,  Mr.  C.  M.,  MonnMiUkt  W. 

Oopjhold  EnfraDobUeuMnt,  SR.  IISS 

Wti/r   OfiM—Th«  Powdtr  M^tame  at 
Bermuda 

Qnoition.  Sir  Edward  Commerell ;  Answer, 
The  Financial  Secrelary,  War  Department 
(Mr.  U.  S.  Nortbeote)  Jan  26,  420 


Waterworks  Batinff  Bill       (Mr.  Ofraid 

Batfmr,  Mr.  Dodia,  Mr.  Coddington,  Sir 
S.  Soteo4,  Mr.  Jaekton,  Mr.  Pieton) 
€.  Ordered:  read        F«b  25         [Bill  117] 

Watboh,  Mr.  T.,  Derhyahtrst  llkMtonf 
Oommittee  of  Selection,  Nomination  of  Oom- 

mittee.  118 
Sals  of  IntosiOBting  Liqnora,  817 

Watkhbt,  Lord 

Government  of  Ireland —Ministerial  Polioy, 
Res.  297 

lx)rd  Lieutenanejr  of  Ireland,  Rei.  903 
rarliament— Qaeen'i  Speech,  Addreai  in  An- 
swer to,  83 

WATS  AND  MEANS 
Resolved,  That  this  House  will.  To-morrow 
resoWe  itself  into  a  Committee  to  consider  of 
the  Wnys  and  Means  for  raising  the  Supply 
to  he  granted  to  llcr  Majesty  Feb  18 

WAYS  AND  MEANS 
Excite 

Cottage  Bretving  lAceneea,  Questions,  Mr. 
Everett,  Mr.  Jasper  More;  Answers,  'I ho 
Chancellor  of  tho  Eicbequer  (Sir  William 
BareoDrt)  Feb  25,  1 194 


Wats  iro  Mbars — eoid. 
Inland  Revemte 

Cases  of  SmugsHng  in  SeoUk  Deer  FortsU 
since  1879,  i^eelions,  Mr.  Macdonald 
Cameron  ;  Answers,  Tba  Cbaneellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Sir  WUtiam  IlarMort)  Feb  XS, 
1034 

Colleaion  of  Taxes,  Question.  Mr.  Baker  ;  An. 
swer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Uenry  H.  Fowler)  Mar  4,  1886 

lUicit  Stills  (,ScoltaHd),  Qacstioo,  Dr.  Cameron  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  lotlMTreaiGrJiHr. 
Jaek90n),;an  26, 117 

Income  Tax  —  Schedute  A,  Qnestioo,  Mr. 
Barry ;  Answer,  The  Attomsy  General  (Mr. 
Charles  Russell)  Feb  22,  fl04  ;  QnestiOD, 
Mr.  Dwyer  Gray ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasary  (Mr.  Henry  II.  Fowler) 
Feb  26, 1311 

Pay  of  Oustoms  C^ieers.  Question,  Mr.  Baa- 
mann  ;  Answer,  The  Cbanoellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Sir  William  Uareoort)  Feb  22,  885 

Stamped  Newspaper  Wrappers,  Question,  Mr. 
Dwyer  Gray ;  Answer,  The  Seorvtary  to  the 
Treasary  (Ur.  UcDrjr  B.  Fowler)  Feb  S5, 
1214 

Inland  Revenue  Department— Lnser  Dititim 
Clerks,  Question,  Mr.  FickersgUl;  Answer, 
The  SeoreUry  to  the  Treasni?  (Mr.  Uenrr 
II.  Fowler)  Mar  1,  1530 

Iniand  Revenue  Officials,  Qoestions,  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Sir  William  Harcoort)  F^  95, 
1209 


WisBSTEB,  Sir  E.  £.  (Attorney  Geneml), 

1th  of  Wight 
Farliament—QoeeD'a  Spewh,  Addiou  io  An- 
swer to,  339,  339 

(A/ler  Setignation) 

Parliament — Business  of  tho   Uonso— Order 

of  Publio  Basiness,  Kea.  617 
Post  Office  —  Parcel  Pott  —  Roral  Letter 

Oarricn.  1890 


Wk8T,  Mr.  H.  W.,  Ipewieh 
UDcUimed  DeposiU.  SR.  1818 


Weetem  PaeifiCf  Talmtdt  ef  a»—2%e  New 

Hebrides 

Qnestion,  Mr.  Baden-Powell ;  Answer,  Tho 
Under  Secretary  of  State  fat  Foreign  Affairs 
(Mr.  Bryoe)  Feb  SS.  888 


Wbstlakb,  Mr.  J.,  Eseex,  Romford 
Metropolia— MetropolitMi  Poliee  Force— Or> 
ganisalion,  Res.  141S 


Westminster  Sail  {Restoration) 
Question,  Sir  Henry  Holland ;  Answer,  A 
Lord  of  the  Treararj  (Mr.  Leveson  Gower) 
Feb  22,  893 
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Whitbread,  Ur.  S.,  Bedford 
Purliamentary  Prooedare,  Hotioo  for  a  Sdleet 
Oommittee,  983 

Wieoiw,  Mr.  H.,  Stojbrdthire,  Eand»- 
worth 

Army  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1885-6)— 

Warlike  Stores  and  Works,  1638 
Midland  Railway,  SR.  1673 

"WiMJAMB,  Mr.  J.  C,  Nottingham,  8. 
Burial  Aot,  1880— Burial  at  Gbelmsford,  fiSO 
Compansation  for  Damages,  SR.  200S 

WiLSow,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Bull,  IF. 
Army— Payment  of  Pensions.  13)7 
Sapply—Dorer  Ilarliour,  761 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.,  Durham,  MougUon-U- 
Spring 

Coal  Mines  Kegulation  Aot  (1873)  Amend- 
ment, 3R.  1851,  1855 

"Wilson,  Mr.  J.,  Edinburgh,  Central 
Imperial  Revenue  (Ireland  and  Great  Britain), 

Res.  1072  :  Amendt.  1073 
Supply— Secretary  for  Sootland,  767 

Post  Offlee,  1383 
Unclaimed  DeposiU,  SR.  1840 

WoDBHOTTSE,  Mr.  E.  B.,  Bat 

Supply— Orange  lUver  Territory,  iu.  1635 

Women's  SnJ&age  Bill  [h.l.] 

{Tht  Lord  Denman) 
I.  Presented  ;  read        Feb  18         (No.  10) 

WooDALL,  Mr.  W.,  HanUg 

Parliament — Business  of  the  Honse,  488 
Order  of  Business,  130 

\ootU. 
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WoODALL,  Mr.  W.— C0«(. 

{Surveyor  Central  of  the  Ordnance) 
Admiralty— Sale  of  Snrplas  and  Unserrieeable 

Stores,  1030 
Army— Questions 

Army  Clothing  Factory,  Pimlioo,  1223 
Ordnance  Department  —  Hanufiotura  of 

Swords,  1028 
Side- Arms— Tenders  for  Sworda,  1313  ;— 
Testing  of  Side- Arms,  1581 
Egypt  (War  in  tlie  Sou'lnn)— English  and 

Ameriean  Pumpe,  154-1 
Navy— Supply  of  Cutlasses,  1381 

Woolwich  Areenal—Bieeharge  of  Workmen 
—Martini-Henry  Riflee  for  the\  In- 
dian Army 
Qneationt,  Mr.  Howelt,  Viscount  Folliestone, 
Mr.  Ilanbury,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill,  Captain  Price,  Sir  Uenry 
Tjler;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (Mr.  Campbell-Ban nerman),  Tho  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Hibberl)  Mar  4, 
1911 

Workhouse  Children  Bill      f  '  • 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Ckmnor,  Mr.  Howard  Vineettt), 
e.  Ordered ;  read  1*>  •  Jan  33  [Bill  67] 

WoEKB— First  CommisBioner  («*  Pluk- 
OTT,  Eight  Hon.  D.  E.) 

WoBES— First  Commissioner  {eee  Mob- 
let,  £^rl  of) 

Wortlkt,    Mr.  0.    B.   S.,  Shejietd, 
Hallam 

Employere'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amendment, 

2  It.  1098 
Metropolitan  PoUee  Force,  1513 


ENB  OF  VOLUME  CCCII.,  AND  FIEBT  V0LUM1-: 
OF  SESSION  1886. 


LONOOH  :  OOaETBLIUB  BUCK  AHD  SON,  22,  PATSBN08TKB  BOV,  S.C. 
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